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OUR VIE WPOINT

Lean Men and 
Fat Cats in Yemen

YEMEN TIMES announced two job openings 
two weeks ago. We never expected the flood of 
applications that came in. I was in the unhappy 
position of telling many young men and women 
that we can’t take them on. "I will do anything." 
"I will work for my keeps." "I will work for YR 
2000 or even YR 1500 per month (less than US$ 
100 per month)." I heard those sentences over 
and over. They pleaded, and my heart sank time 
and again.
The conditions of a growing segment of the Ye­
meni population is getting more and more des­
perate and dismal. These are young and healthy 
individuals. They are highly motivated and they 
want to earn their keeps, but they are unable to 
find jobs. Inevitably, they grow restless, they will 
start to break the law, they will become violent. 
Who can blame them? They see a lot of wealthy 
families who spend money as if they print it at 
home. They see palaces and villas that are be­
yond their fantasies and imagination. They hear 
of private swimming pools, of houses with the fin­
est imported furniture, of electronic gadgets 
fresh from invention labs, they see spoiled kids 
driving a million riyal cars. They know these rich 
dudes have not earned the money the right way. 
Yet, they are ’decent’ people.
I am beginning to understand how social discon­
tent grows. How if neglected, it can lead to up­
heavals and violence. We need to create jobs so 
that as many people as possible are taken off the 
streets. And the guys on the streets - they are 
willing to work, they are highly motivated, and 
they have many skills. Above all, they have a 
right to work.
It is upto us to which direction our future will go! 
Let us not blow it. These jobless people will not 
wait forever!

The Publisher

PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL 
ON THE MOVE!

The Presidential Council was on the 
move once again. It is campaign time. So 
General Ali Abdullah Saleh, Chairman of 
the Presidential Council went on a field 
trip to Aden, and the surrounding regions, 
and to Taiz and stopped off at several 
points. Vice President Ali Saleh Al- 
Beedh went deep into the Hugarriah 
stronghold - Turbah, stayed on in Taiz, 
and rounded off his trip by visiting the Ti- 
hama. Abdulaziz Abdulghani, Member of 
the Presidential Council visited Shabwah, 
Lahj, and Taiz. Salim Saleh Mohammed, 
Member of the Presidential Council, visit­
ed Marib, Al-Jawf, and Saadah. The vis­
its were ostensibly in line with the coun­
try's celebrations of the first anniversary 
of Yemen's unificiation. On that basis, 
the officials inaugurated many projects, 
and laid down the foundation stones for 
many others. But a corollary theme of the 
visits has been to prop up the standing of 
the ruling parties - the People's General 
Congress and the Yemeni Socialist Party. 
Every one of those officials made it a

point to meet with the local cadres of the 
two parties, hear progress reports on the 
membership drives, and the mobilization of 
support for the two largest parties. The 
news from the field has been re-assuring, ac­
cording to inside reports. The popularity of 
the leadership has carried the day for the two 
above parties as individual citizens go for 
the leaders rather than the party philosophy. 
Of course, such extreme personification of 
the parties by individuals has its own risks.
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PERSONAL VIEW

AMERICA'S 
TWO FACES

Younes Hassan Ebrahim, 
Othman Abdo Secondary 

School, Aden

"We are not going to practise any military or eco­
nomic pressure on Israel to change its policy on the 
occupied lands." These were the words of the Secre­
tary of State Mr. James Baker in a press conference 
before leaving Israel during his recent visit.

Earlier, the US Senate had once again agreed to 
offer the Israeli government a financial aid of nearly 
$420 milion to settle the Soviet Jews. The American 
government declared that it does not support Jewish 
settlements in the WEst Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
Yet today, nearly one hundred settlements have al­
ready been established in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, most of them financed by American money.

On the other hand, .Palestinian children and 
women are being killed by Israeli soldiers on a daily 
basis. Prominent Palestinians are expelled from 
their homeland because they stand against the Israe­
li occupation. I am not going to discuss here how 
the American Administration and its allies had 
solved the Gulf crisis. Yet, they have no desire to 
practise even the most modest economic pressures 
on the Israeli government to halt its barbaric sup­
pression on the defenceless Palestinian citizens.

Am I not right when I say "The American Ad­
ministration has two faces?" A word to the Secre­
tary of State, Mr James Baker, "Think deeply about 
what happened to former secretaries of state and to 
their initiatives because of Israeli obstinacy." You 
must also know that what Israel wants, it get!

Am I not right, then, when I say, "America has 
two faces and two standards”? In my opinion, we 
cannot trust American impartiality in this matter.

FRENCH 
PROGRAMS 
ON YEMENI 
TELEVISION
Last month, a French dele­
gation from Canal France 
International and the Fre­
nch Foreign Ministry vis­
ited Sana'a and Aden to fi­
nalize TV cooperation 
between the Yemen and 
France. According to the 
agreement signed on the 
16th of May, the French 
agreed to deliver and es­
tablish a reception station 
in Aden to pick up the 
transmission of Canal 
France International 
through the INTELSAT 
6F4 satellite. France will 
donate the machinery ne­
cessary to execute this 
project. Besides, Canal 
France International pro­
grams will be transmitted 
to Yemen free of charge. 
The Yemeni side will 
choose, from among the 
programs transmitted, the 
material it deems fit for 
airing on Yemeni televi­
sion (third channel) for 
two hours every day. In 
the coming weeks, a Fre­
nch technical team is com­
ing to Yemen to study the 
various steps needed for 
the installation of the sta­
tion in Aden. The target 
date for completing the in­
stallation and starting the 
transmission is 14th Octo­
ber, 1991. In the mean­
while, the French will pro­
vide video tapes of CFI 
transmissions in order to 
acquaint the Yemeni Ra­
dio and Television author­
ities with them, and to ex­
periment with airing 
French programs on chan­
nels One and Two. Fur­
thermore the French will 
organize short training 
programs for five Yemeni 
TV employees. The Ye­
meni side will be respon­
sible for building the sub­
structure required for the 
installation of the station, 
and will cover all the costs 
of running the station. 
Moreover, the French TV 
is authorized to broadcast 
Yemeni programs on Fre­
nch channels, as it deems 
fit and suitable. According 
to the French Press 
Attache in Sanaa, this pro­
ject will give a fresh boost 
to the existing cooperation 
between the two countries. 
At other levels, the French 
authorities are now study­
ing the ways and means to 
enhance French language 
and culture in Yemen, 
specially in light of the 
rising number of Yemenis 
who have expressed inter­
est in such programs.

YEMENIA HITS A GOLD MINE

YEMENIA, Yemen Airlines Company, has just 
completed arrangements to fly 142 additional flights 
during the period June 17th to July 8th July, 1991. 
On these flights, YEMENIA is going to transport 
35,000 teachers who are leaving Yemen at the end of 
the school-year. Many of these flights, which are 
fully booked, will also come back with full passenger 
loads returning from the Haj pilgrimage. Since most 
of the teachers are headed to Amman, Cairo, Damas­
cus and Khartoum, Royal Jordanian, Egyptair, Syrian 
Airlines and Sudan Airways are going to share in the 
revenues of these additional flights. Yemenia's share 
in the revenue of the extra flights is estimated at one 
hundred million Yemen Rials.

THE FREE ZONE AUTHORITY 
OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED

Republican Decree No 49 of 1991 has been issued 
formally authorizing the establishment of the Free 
Zones Authority. The Republic has authorized the 
Management Board of the Free Zones Authority to 
exercise all its powers in the management, adminis­
tration and implementation of the zone. "The Free 
Zones Authority is the only party authorized to 
handle all transactions concerning investments in the 
free zones" the decree stated. YEMEN TIMES learnt 
that invitations have already gone out to interested 
parties to consider investments in areas of trade, in­
dustry, banking, tourism, communications and trans­
portation services. Applications may be submitted to 
the free zone authority directly for processing. Any 
enquiries in this regard may also be addressed to the 
free zone authority. It is to be noted that the Free 
Zones Authority is legally authorized to enter into 
agreements with potential investors and businessmen 
without recourse to other government agencies. This 
is expected to help reduce bureaucratic burdens, and 
also to speed up the processing of formalities.

LUCIANO QUITS
After four years of service in Yemen, Ahmed Luciano, 
the Brazilian coach of the Yemeni national football team 
decided to quit Yemen Times learnt that bad health and 
special private reasons are quoted to be the reasons for 
tendering his resignation.



5 JUNE 1991 INTERVIEWS 3
M lit JI I HOf B B " fB 1_B O b7WE ARE WORKING TO CARRY

YEMEN INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 
Engineer Ahmed Mo­
hammed Al-Anisi, Mini­
ster of Communications, 
is one of the impressive 
technocrats of this coun­
try. Fully in control of 
the ministry he runs, and 
able to personally deal 
with the sophisticated 
hardware that falls in his 
line of work, Mr. Al-Anisi 
is perceived by many as a 
model administrator. The 
52-year Minister was born 
in Bait al-Faqeeh in the 
Tihama where his father 
used to serve as a teacher. 
He received his M.A. in 
engineering from the So­
viet Union, and pursued 
that with a 20-month spe­
cialized program in "Civil 
Aviation" in Germany. 
IN 1978, he took the posi­
tion of Minister of Com­
munication, which he 
held since then, with a 
short interruption when 
he served as Minister of 
Education. YEMEN 
TIMES went to speak 
with him, and shed more 
light on the country's 
communications sector. 
Excerpts of the interview 
follow:

Q. Let us take stock of 
what has been done in 
this field over the first 
year of the Republic of 
Yemen.
   Many projects have 
been executed over the last 
year. To start with, several 
dozen projects were inau­
gurated before the first an­
niversary of the Republic. 
The major ones include so­
lar-based communications 
stations in Dhala', Lowder, 
Mowdiyah, Mukairas, Bai- 
han, Lab'oos, etc. These 
are in the southern and 
eastern provinces, and our 
intention was to link them 
up with the northern prov­
inces as soon as possible, 
and we did. Other projects 
include the international 
communications complex 
in Tahreer Square in Sa­
naa. This complex with its 
new computer center, the 
rural communications sta­
tion, and the optical fiber 
transmission links between 
the Sanaa switches, is a 
major thrust forward in our 
capabilities in this field. 
The Dhamar and Ibb sub­
stations have been boosted 
to full communications 
stations with all the facili­
ties using the "ISDN” sys­
tems. Then there are the 
smaller projects in Saadah, 
Hajjah, Baidha, and else­

where. We have also laid 
down the foundation 
stones for twenty eight 
projects in various loca­
tions, including such re­
mote places as Al- 
Ghaidha and Socotra. All 
in all, we invested ap­
proximately one billion 
Yemeni Rials last year in 
this sector alone.

Q. What about Aden?
. The story in Aden is 

a bit more complicated. 
We have infused some 
new capacities of 4,500 
lines as a temporary re­
lief. But we are working 
on a digital earth-station 
with a 50,000 line capaci­
ty that will resolve its 
problems for good. This

will be ready, however, 
only by the end of 1992. 
In the meanwhile, we are 
adding to the existing ca­
pacities, and we have in­
stalled a small switch to al­
low for direct contact for a 
limited number of agen­
cies. This situation will 
continue until the totally 
new system is ready to 
take over.

Q. Are you satisfied with 
the work of the executing 
companies?

By and large, yes I 
am. The companies we 
deal with are internation­
ally reknown, and they are 
at the top of the world in 
this technology.

Q. Let us look at 
the future. Giv­
en your 15-year 
master plan, 
where dp we go 
from here?
  You know, 
the technology 
we work with is 
rapidly changing 
and improving. 
For example, the 
digital systems 
we are now in­
stalling in our 
southern provinc­
es are more ad­
vanced than the 
ones we had in­
stalled in the 
northern provinc­
es. In any case, 
we plan to keep 
up with the rest 
of the world and 
move on to the 
21st century, at 
least in this sec­
tor. So, we are 
thinking of a new 
earth station for 
Sanaa, and possi­
bly another one 
for the Free Zone

in Aden. We have signed 
several contracts to open 
up contact windows with 
the rest of the world. We 
will link up through the 
earth-stations, and we will 
link up, via Djibouti, 
through the ocean cable 
coming Europe and headed 
towards Indonesia. We 
have a number of projects 
"cooking", and we hope to 

finalize them 
rather soon. The 
general trend for 
improvements 
and expansion of 
the existing sys­
tems is also a 
mjaor part of our 
plans.

Q. We are pur- 
chasing all 
these compli­
cated instrume­
nts, that is 
good. But what 
is done to train 
Yemenis to op­
erate and main­
tain them?
   You will

kindly note that we have 
an advanced training insti­
tute, which is the source of 
our pride. Our people 
have been catching up in 
both the hardware and 
software. So we train our 
people locally, except in 
very rare cases. Most of 
our personnel, today, are 
locals.

Q. But we see quite a few 
expatriates?
A. Of course, we have a 
few- expatriates. You 
know, we keep learning, 
and the technology keeps 
changing. So we will al­
ways need a few expatriates 
to keep up with the new de­
velopments. But, the ma­
jority of our staff are al­
ready Yemenis.

Q. What about mainte­
nance?
   Maintenance is a cru­
cial factor, specially given 
the large sums of investme­
nts. There are concerted ef­
forts on the part of all of us 
to ensure proper mainte­
nance and care. Yemenis 
receive a lot of training for 
this purpose. Here again, 
however, the need for inter­
national skills is pressing. I 
would like to mention, 
however, that 85% of the 
operational work is already 
done by Yemenis. So, you 
see, this is a considerable 
progress.

Q. Let us move on to the 
postal service. Are you 
getting into electronic 
mail?
  We are now working 
with a number of alterna­
tives. The mail service es­
sentially requires the direct 
human input. In light of 
this, we are now consider­
ing major improvements in 
the mail service. We are 
also choosing with an eye 
on the developments at the 
international level. 
Automization is one choice, 
but a final decision has not 
yet been taken. Yet, we 
have already completed the 
postal building which was 
designed to accomodate 
any decision in the direc­
tion of electronic mail.

Q. Are you studying zip 
coding and zoning?

. There is a proposal in 
this regard, but we have not 
contracted a full-fledged 
study yet.

Q. Any final word?
 I eagerly congratulate 

you on a most credible and 
useful newspaper. The 
Yemen Times filled a gap, 
and it did it while giving a 
lot enjoyment and useful 
information to its readers. 
You can count on my sup­
port for your efforts.
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THE ITALIAN WHO LOVED SANAA
Marco Livadiotti is a 
rather unique person. 
He is an Italian national 
who was raised in 
Yemen. He speaks half a 
dozen languages fluently, 
including Arabic. He 
came to Sanaa in 1960 at 
the age of four with his 
father who was the pri­
vate physician of the- 
then Crown Prince Mu­
hammad Al-Badr. Up­
ton 1973 he lived contin­
uously in Yemen. He left 
twice, but he needed to 
come back. His compel­
ling love for Yemen sur­
passes that of Yemeni na­
tionals. Today, he is one 
of the foremost market­
ing agents of Yemen as a 
tourist destination.

Q. Could you describe 
your memories of Sanaa 
when you first arrived.
A. The first time I came to 
Sanaa was in 1960 with 
my father, who was the 
private doctor of the 
Crown Prince, and after 
the Revolution he was ap­
pointed as the personal 
doctor to the President. I 
witnessed all the events 
between 1960 to 1970 
such as the Revolution, the 
civil war, etc. Sanaa in 
1960 was a small place, al­
most like a private home. 
I vividly remember the old 
town which used to be sur­
rounded by walls and after 
5 pm the gates would be 
closed. We were not al­
lowed to leave the town. 
My father used to go to 
hospital on a bicycle. 
There were only about 
three or four cars in the 
city. I used to go around 
town on a horse. Almost 
every one in the old town 
knew my father quite 
well. It was closed in the 
evenings, and opened in 
the mornings. Life was 
very hard, and everything 
was lacking. But with 
time, the city grew and thi­
ngs improved. I personally 
grew up with Yemen. I am 
one of the few Europeans

who came to this country 
and has difficulty leaving 
it I left this country three 
times but always came 
back.

Q. What do you do now?
A. I am in charge of the 
Tourism Department in 
Universal Travel and 
Tourism. I promote 
Yemen as a viable tourist 
destination. Tourism in 
Yemen started about six 
years ago. At that time 
there used to around 
10,000 to 15,000 tourists, 
today the figure has 
reached around 35,000. If 
not for the Gulf war, the 
figure would have reached 
50,000 tourists.

Q. What are the tourist 
prospects now?
A. We have been working 
very hard to regain the 
confidence of the tourists 
and tour operators. We 
have invited many journal­
ists and photographers to 
come to Yemen and see 
the tourism potential of the 
country. I was personally 
in Europe during the last 
three months trying to con­
vince most of the tour op­
erators and travel agents 
that Yemen is a quite and 
beautiful place . Most of 
the tour operators in Eu­
rope are convinced Yemen 
is a viable tourist destina­
tion. They decided to in­
clude Yemen in their pro­
grams and brochures.

Thanks to the 
unification of 
the country, we 
can offer more 
now to the tour­
ists in terms of a 
variety of attrac­
tions whether 
historic, tradi­
tional or recrea­
tional. We have 
been receiving 
bookings from 
countries like 
Mexico, Japan 
and Canada. 
This means 
Yemen is al­

ready well known as a tour­
ist destination.

Q. Do we have the facili­
ties in Yemen to support 
the tourist influx?
A. At the moment, only 
half the existing facilities 
are adequate. Hotels out­
side Sanaa are of low cate­
gory. But this has indirectly 
helped us to keep the costs 
low. If we had a chain of 
five star hotels in every 
major city, the costs would 
definitely go up. Tourism 
has changed nowadays. 
Tourists are not looking for 
good hotels. They are look­
ing for good destinations. It 
is more culture oriented. 
But we will still need some 
major investments in this 
field.

Q. Is there a long-term 
master plan?
A. An Italian company 
called Bonifica, contracted 
by the EEC, is preparing a 
master plan for tourism de­
velopment in Yemen. I am 
their advisor in this work. 
In a matter of one month, 
the master plan will be 
ready and we will discuss it 
with the Yemeni govern­
ment in an attempt to coor­
dinate all efforts in this 
field.

Q. What are the main ide­
as in this tourist master 
plan?
A. The master plan is a sort 
of guide for the Ministry of 
Tourism and other authori­
ties and foreign investors 
for the development of 
tourism. The country is di­
vided into different tourist 
regions and it specifies the 
required investments in re­
staurants, guest houses, etc. 
The plan also indicates the 
regions which have to be 
preserved and kept as na­
tional monuments. We 
have also suggested not to 
build big hotels in Hadhra- 
maut as this would encour­
age mass tourism which is 
not what the country needs.

The country needs high- 
paying tourists who should 
be selected with great 
care.

Q. Are there any Univer­
sal-Travel in Tourism in­
vestments?
A. We feel that Mukalla 
will be the main port for 
entrance to Hadhramaut. 
There is an international 
airport, there is a beautiful 
town which is a blend of 
Indian and Arab cultures 
and civilizations. It is the 
only coastal town in the 
Arabian Peninsula which 
is unspoiled. That is why 
our company decided to 
open a hotel in Mukalla. 
We also have a similar 
project in Sana'a. The 
idea is to take over an old 
palace and convert it into a 
hotel or guest house. Tour­
ists would be pleased to 
stay in a palace converted 
into a hotel rather than to 
stay in a five star hotel.

The palace residence gives 
them a feel of Yemen and 
its culture.

Q. There are so many 
seminars, symposiums 
on Yemen being con­
ducted in Europe nowa­
days. What are your 
readings?
A. As I told you before, 
Yemen is being talked 
about every where. There 
is a big interest in Europe. 
In Rome, recently there 
were two seminars and the 
main discussions were on 
Yemen. In the recent past 
documentary films on 
Yemen were shown on tel­
evision in France, Italy 
and Germany. Focus on 
Yemen as a tourist desti­
nation has surpassed tradi­
tional destinations such as 

Egypt or Morocco.
But what the Yemenis 
must do is preserve their 
culture and rich heritage.

Q. Yemen today is un­
dergoing a socio-political 
change. As a European 
living in Yemen, what do 
you think of it?
A. Given your history, I 
think it is a normal process 
for Yemen to move in this 
direction. I am proud of 
the unification because the 
two Yemens unified with­
out any outside help. I feel 
sad that the world media 
did not discuss it fully. I 
am very optimistic that the 
democracy in this country 
will prevail and that the 
future is bright. But in my 
opinion, Yemen needs the 
cooperation of its neigh­
bors. We must not forget 
that Yemen is an impor­
tant country in this region. 
From Yemen came the fi­

rst Arabs who conquered 
North Africa. Yemen is 
the origin of the Arabs.

Q. What is your feeling 
of Europeans living in 
Sanaa?
A. I have often heard from 
Europeans that we must 
preserve the old city of Sa­
naa. But I am surprised 
that no European company 
or Embassy has done 
enough to contribute in 
this regard. The least they 
can do is rent an old pal­
ace in the old city for their 
business or embassy pre­
mises and restore it to its 
grandeur. It would be an 
ideal location for a cultural 
attache or something simi­
lar. This would only cost 
some money, which is not 
much. But it is worth it.

well.lt


5 JUNE 1991 LAW & DIPLOMACY 5

THE IMPORT DUTY (CUSTOMS) LAW (part 1):
YEMEN TIMES pro­
vides below an unofficial 
translation of the import 
duty (customs) law:

Chapter 1:
Articles 1-3: Definitions of 
words used in the text of 
the law.

Chapter 2:
Articles 4-7 : Jurisdiction 
of the Customs Authority.

Chapter 3:
Article 8:
All commodities and goods 
entering/exiting the territo­
ries of the Republic of 
Yemen are subject to cus­
toms duty and other taxes 
specified in the tariff rates, 
unless exempted according 
to this or any other laws 
and/or agreements.

Article 9:
Commodities and goods 
from all countries are sub­
ject to the regular customs 
tariffs, and according to ar­
ticles (10) and (13).

Article 10:
Favorable customs tariff 
rates are applied to certain 
countries in accordance 
with the agreements con­
tracted with them in condi­
tion that the interests of the 
Republic of Yemen are 

protected, and on the basis 
of reciprocal treatment

Article 11:
Customs tariffs are ap­
plied, modified, exempted 
only by law. The Presi­
dential Council may issue 
a new/modified tariff rate 
on the recommendation of 
the Tariff Council which is 
composed of:
1. The Minister of Finance 
- Chairman
2. The Minister of Supply 
and Trade - Member
3. The Minister of Industry 
- Member
4. The Chairman of Cus­
toms - Member
5. The Manager in Charge 
of the Relevant Tariff in 
Customs Dept - Member 
Such a decision is to be is­
sued by law and in accor­
dance with article (95) of 
the Constitution.

Article 12:
While adhering to article 
(11) of this law, and on the 
basis of a proposal from 
the Tariff Council, the 
Presidential Council may:
1- Impose a supplementary 
duty on imported goods if:

a) those goods benefit 
from a direct subsidy in the 
country of origin immedi­
ately upon export;

b) the country reduces 
the prices of its goods 
thereby leading to a reces­

sion in Yemen.
2- Take the necessary steps 
to counter any measures 
from other countries dam­
aging the interests of the 
Yemeni national economy.

Article 13:
While adhering to article 
(11) of this law, the Presi­
dential Council may decide 
to impose on the goods of 
other countries a maximum 
duty tax not exceeding dou­
ble the regular rate, and not 
less than 25% of the cost of 
the goods.

Article 14:
Decisions enumerated un­
der articles (11,12,13) have 
the force of law, but have to 
be presented to the legisla­
tive authority within two 
weeks. If such decisions 
are not approved by the leg­
islative authority, then they 
lose their force of law, but 
they are legally applied dur­
ing the period between their 
promulgation by the Presi­
dential Council and the dis­
approval of the legislative 
authority.

Article 15:
While adhering to article 
(11) of this law, all deci­
sions and laws pertaining to 
customs tariffs have to state 
their expiry dates in condi­
tion that they do not super­
cede the issuance dates.

Article 16:
All goods destined for con­
sumption or export are 
subject to the customs tar­
iff rates in force when the 
goods and details are regis­
tered with the authorities, 
provided any subsequent 
amendments did not speci­
fied differently. Goods 
destined for exports and 
whose duty taxes have 
been paid, but if the goods 
have not arrived at the cus­
toms compound, the por­
tion of the goods not in the 
compound are subject to 
the tariff rates applicable 
when they enter the said 
compound.

Article 17:
If goods are to be cleared 
from customs compound 
due to the lapse of the legal 
waiting period, the rate of 
tariff applied is that of the 
expiry date of the storage 
period. Goods withdrawn 
from the customs com­
pound illegally are subject 
to the tariff rate applicable 
on the date of withdrawal.

Article 18:
Goods pending clearance 
which have not been pre­
sented for customs pay­
ment as per article (86) of 
this law are subject to tariff 
rates on the date of presen­
tation to the customs au- 
thorities. Goods pending 

clearance but which have 
been presented for customs 
payment are subject to the 
tariffs as per article (16).

Article 19:
Goods entering Yemen 
from its free zones are sub­
ject to the same procedures 
and tariffs as if imported, 
according to article (16).

Article 20:
Goods auctioned off by the 
customs authorities are 
subject to the tariff rates 
applicable on the date of 
the auction.

Article 21:
Goods subject to advalo- 
rem customs duty are eval­
uated according to their 
condition upon presenta­
tion for tax duty payment 
Goods subject to a fixed 
duty are subjected to the 
full duty amount unless 
visible damage is incurred 
due to external forces. In 
this case, the customs de­
partment will re-value the 
goods and allow for a dis­
count accordingly. The 
parties concerned may ap­
peal the decision as per ar­
ticle (77) of this law.

Article 22:
Articles 15-21 are applied 
to all duties levied by the 
customs authority unless 
otherwise stipulated.
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YEMEN'S DYING HANDICRAFTS
Yemen is modernizing at 
a very rapid pace. The 
development process has 
meant that the country 
should shed off some of 
the traditions - whether in 
production or consump­
tion, or even inbehavior. 
One of the major victims 
of modernization has 
been the traditional han­
dicrafts of the country. 
The art of making 
handles for picks and 
shovels, painting and 
decorating wooden doors 
and windows, shaping 
and polishing metal uten­
sils and household appli­
ances, making pottery 
and other household 
goods from clay, produc­
ing many useful goods 
from tree leaves and 
straws, cloth spinning, 
weaving, dying and sew­
ing, leather tanning and 
shaping, painting and 
polishing glassware and 
gypsum decorations in 

the houses, etc., all of 
this is slowly becoming a 
nostalgic memory. These 
trades are now plied by 
only a select few cra­
ftsmen. Development of 
technology and mechani­
zation have, to a great ex­
tent, made handicrafts 
obsolete, but the art has 
not totally disappeared.

Notwithstanding modern 
technology, there are still 
many arts that require 
hand crafting, and in 
quite a few cities in 
Yemen, artisans meticu­
lously ply their trade. The 
notable examples include 
the following professions:

Wood Crafting 
Wood crafting is one of 
the oldest professions in 
Yemen. Formerly totally 
dependent on local wood 
the artisans (carpenters) 
now depend on local as 
well as imported wood. 
The main implements for 
making wooden products 

(specially handles) is a 
knife. The artisan's hands 
are his biggest assets. The 
skill is so fine that it makes 
one think that the end 
product has come out of a 
precision machine. They 
are all the same size and 
thickness. The wood is fi­
rst cut into equal lengths 
and later carved. After 
carving, the wood is dried 
and later given the finish­
ing touches with a carving 
knife. The handles are sold 
for such low prices leaving 
a very minimum profit, but 
the artisan continues to eke 
out his living. Most other 
wooden products are now 
produced using various 
kinds of machines. The 
decorations on wooden 
doors and windows, the 
mashrabiyyas (wooden 
window-balconies), even 
the frames for pictures are 
now produced by 
"modern" carpenters.

Leather Works
These tradesmen display in 
their shops varieties of 
items which often catch the 
attention of foreigners. The 
beads and amulets and har­
nesses displayed in their 
shops are purchased for 
home decoration. The 
djambia belts are especial­
ly fascinating. Leather 
products are usually placed 
on windows or simply 
stuck against the walls. 
These artisans use about 
ten kinds of tools to make 
these items, and they are 
the same ones used sever­
al hundred years ago. The 
tools for cutting cow, 
sheep, goat-hides range 
from hatchets to knives. 
Each tool has a specific 
function - one for trim­
ming the edges of leather, 
another for notching, still 
another to soften the leath­
er and another to sew it.

Pottery
Out of clay, Yemeni 
artisans produce 
ashtrays, pots, plates, 
water bottles, and 
other containers. 
These are meticu­
lously shaped, then 
dried, and often 
painted and decorat­
ed. They are very 
inexpensive and 
beautiful. However, 
they are not as dura­
ble as their modern 
replacements which 
are made of metals.
Yet, and in spite of a 
severe competition, 

the pottery makers contin­
ue to make these products.

Spinning and 
Weaving

This profession is already 
dead and buried. It could 
not withstand the foreign 
competition. Hand-looms 

which were prevalent in 
many parts of the country 
have totally disappeared. 
Moreover, the more re­
fined and cheaper cloth 
produced by machines is 
in more demand than the 
hand-made cloth. YEMEN 
TIMES tried to take a pic­
ture of one of these gad­
gets in the Old City (of Sa­
naa), but failed to find one.
Maybe some still exist in 

some pockets, but to see 
one, it has become neces­
sary to go the museum.

Silverware and
Precious Stones:

Most of the silverware 
available in the markets to­
day has been produced 
several years back. No new 
products are brought into 
the market, although some 
maintenance is still done. 
With time, most of the 
available silverware could 
be depleted. Even the gold 
ornaments that have a flou­
rishing market are made by 
machines in foreign lands. 
Yemeni goldsmiths have 
become middle-men who 
import the gold products 
and sell them locally.

WHAT TO DO?
The society could do a 
great deal to help in the 
preservation of this impor­

tant part of our heritage. 
The major step is to re­
orient our consumption 
pattern so that we continue 
to consume some tradition­
al products, and be proud 
of them. Second, imported 
goods should be subjected 
to more scrutiny and high­
er income tax duties to re­
duce the incentive of shift­
ing to imported goods.
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by: Dr. Nayef G. 
Goussous, and 
Dr. Khalaf Trawneh

Coin collection is one of 
the fascinating and most 
popular hobbies among 
civilized societies even 
from older days. Yet, 
coins are much more than 
that - they are a store of 
historical facts. Coins are 
tough survivors. They 
were invented 2500 years 
ago as a trader’s device to 
speed transactions. They 
have outlasted many civili­
zations, and thus, they 
have become a mine of in­
formation, providing mate­
rial for reconstructing the 
history of societies which 
minted them. They are part 
of the material culture doc­
umenting past and prevail­
ing ideas involving relig­
ion, politics, commerce, 
and society.

Many coins are among the 
world's most beautiful and 
interesting artifacts. Inb 
ancient times, the design 
on coins served as a mes­
sage informing people of 
events and authority. 
Coins acted as a miniature 
newspaper and were one of 
the few and oldest form of 
mass media.
It is generally accepted by 
numismatists and histori­
ans that the coinage of the 
Western world originated 
on the western coastal 
stretch of modern Turkey, 
in the regions known as 
Lydia and Ionia (not too 
far from present-day Izmir) 
in the seventh century B.C. 
As direct barter was often 
inconvenient, the need 
arose for a medium of ex­
change that was accepted 
by everyone, durable, and 
of intrinsic value. Eventu­
ally metals began to be 
used as money. Metals 
were convenient to handle, 
desirable to use as orname­
nts, and could be used as 
weapons and farm instru­
ments.

The first 
coins 
were 
struck on 
bean­
shaped 
lumps of 
electrum 
(a natu­
rally oc- 
curring al­
loy of 
gold and 
silver), 
and 
stamped 
with a de­
sign on 
one side
only. The Lydians were 
the first to recognize the 
weighting out metals for 
payment could be simpli­
fied by making standard­
ized pieces of fixed size 
and weight - thus they 
overcame the obstacle of 
continuously weighing 
bullion. They stamped 
such pieces with marks 

guarant 
eeing 
their 
values 
and 
thus 
produce 
d coins, 
through 
which 
trade 
was of­
ten con­
ducted 
on a 
large

scale over vast distances. 
Then came a major im­
provement. According to 
the Greek historian Hero- 
dotos, King Croesus 
(Kroises) of Lydia (560- 
456 B.C.) abandoned elec­
trum in favor of currency 
based on pure silver and 
gold. This was the world's 
first bi­
metallic 
currency 
, which 
involved 
the prin­
ciple of 
a fixed 
relations 
hip be­
tween 
the val­
ues of 
two cur­
rencies 
(two 
metals 
used as 
currenci 
es). The 
practice 
of coin­
age 
soon

spread to many parts of the 
world. The Athenians 
were the first to introduce 
coins that bear full designs 
on both sides. Then, the 
city of Corinth in Greece 
came up with a fantastic 
idea - to mark the denomi­
nation upon its coins.
Among the major ancient 
civilizations to mint coins 
was the Yemeni kingdoms 
of Saba, Himyar, Qataban, 
and Maeen. The earliest 
available coinage go back 
to the third century B.C. 
The influence of the Greek 
civilizations is adequately 
visible. Sabaean coins rep­
licate to a great extent the 
Athenian tetradrachmas. 
However, later coinage in­
creasingly reflected local 
influence and values.
Thus, in the Himyarite 
coins, the head of Athena 
was replaced, first by a 
bare male head in wreath, 
and later by the wa'al. Still 
later, the shapes and names 
of local kings were marked 
on the coins. For more in­
sight into the ancient Ye­
meni coinage, a quick visit 
to the National museum in 
Sanaa is advisable.

BANKS & DEVELOPMENT
by:
Ahmed Mohamed Ah, 
General Manager, 
YBRD.

This is the second and fi­
nal part of an article by 
the General Manager of 
the YBRD specially writ­
ten for the Yemen Times.

The development role of 
the banking sector cannot 
be disputed be any party. 
But the contribution of the 
banks to any country's de­
velopment is not depen­
dent only on the efficiency 
of these institutions, as 
much as that is important, 
but it is also dependent on 
a host of other factors not 
the least of which is the fi­
nancial and monetary poli­
cies and the legal frame­
work. In addition, the 
economic well-being of 
the country as a whole re­
flects itself heavily on the 
ability and contribution of 
banks to society.
Allow me give examples:

1) There is a mutually re­
enforcing relationship be­
tween banks and the eco­
nomic variables responsi­
ble for growth. A clear 
example is the savings 
propensity of the society. 
Another is the size of the 
market. Growing markets 
place a higher demand on 
bank credit, which itself is 
one of the reasons for the 
growth of the market.

2) The legal climate af­
fects banking more than it 
is affected by it. The laws 
influencing banks are 
those relating to the cur­
rency, commercial law, etc

3) The bank's relations 
with its customers are a 
major tool for influencing 
the investment and con­
sumption levels, as well 
as decisions pertaining to 
trade and credit.

While keeping the above 
points in mind, let us pro­
ceed to study the interac­
tion between the banking 
sector and the develop­
ment process.

A. Banks and 
Investments:

It is immediately clear that 
banks play a major role in 
the selection of investment 
projects. This is done 
through the cost-benefit 
analysis that banks under­
take (often on behalf of 
their clients) to determine 
whether a project is viable, 
and whether the banks 
should provide funding. 
As a result, not only do 
banks help implement new 
investments, but they also 
help in selecting the pro­
jects with the highest rate 
of return.

B. Banks and Resource 
Mobilization:

Banks are, of course, a 
bridge between those sec­
tors of the economy with 
surplus resources, and those 
which suffer from a short­
age. So, they channel re­
sources from one side to the 
other. But they are not pas­
sive channels, they are ac­
tively involved in the mo­
bilization of resources. 
However, the ability of 
banks to effectively play 
this role is influenced by 
the overall climate, special­
ly the legal framework. 
How fast and effectively 
the legal system restores 
the rights of creditors, for 
example, is a major factor 
in the resource mobilization 
function of banks.

C. Banks and Innovation: 
Banks are an important 
channel for the introduction 
of new technologies and 
know-how, whether for 
their direct use, or for the 
purposes of their clients. 
Although not as visible as 
the other roles mentioned 
above, this is an important 
function which the banking 
community performs in the 
development process.

In light of the above, we 
can see that the Yemen 
Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (YBRD) 
played for a long time the 
dominant role in Yemen's 
development. Today, it 
continues to lead the way 
towards a brighter and 
more promising future for 
Yemen. But to successfully 
achieve these important tar­
gets, important improve­
ments are necessary within 
and without the banking 
community.

The banks in Yemen, 
whether local or foreign, 
work under conditions of 
tremendous uncertainty. 
There is a dynamic private 
sector, and yet an important 
public sector - both of 
which shape and direct eco­
nomic and commercial ac­
tivities. To keep on top of 
such circumstances, the 
banks need to diversify 
their investment portfolios, 
keep up with technologic 
advances in their systems, 
train their personnel, and fi­
nally, increase their capital.
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The more people talk 
about themselves, the 
more likely they are to lie.

* * ♦

Character is the only 
possession of any value in 
this world. *

People may enter mar­
riage with their eyes wide 
open, but they’re wise to 
keep them half-closed for 
the duration.

* * *

Witty sayings are a 
dime a dozen, but a kind 
word is never spoken in 
vain.

* * *

Innocence regained is 
innocence lost.

* * *

You can’t hurt others 
without hurting yourself 
worse.

* * «

Knowledge is always 
the best investment.

♦ ♦ ♦

Indigestion is the 
body’s revenge for an 
overindulgent appetite.

* * *

Would You 
Believe.....

Goldfish don’t always 
stay golden. If they’re 
kept in dim light, they 
lose their color.

♦ ♦ ♦

A lot of snakes can go 
an entire year without 
eating.

* * *

Who says land isn’t 
cheap? In all, nearly 300 
million acres of land in 
the United States have 
been given or sold cheap­
ly to homesteaders over 
the years.

♦ ♦ ♦

In 1934, the tempera­
ture reached 118 degrees 
in Idaho.

* * *

More than 200 major­
league baseball players 
will make $1 million or 
more in the 1991 baseball 
season.

* * *

Nearly one in four U.S. 
taxpayers waits until 
April 15 to file a tax re­
turn, the government 
says. * * *

President Andrew 
Johnson’s political career 
wasn’t over after he nar­
rowly averted impeach­
ment in 1868. In 1875, 
Johnson, a former mem­
ber of Congress, returned 
to the U.S. Senate, only 
to die later that year.

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Push yourself to accomplish even ­
thing you possibly can this week.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Your personal life 
catches fire. A healthy self-interest serves you. Satisfy­
ing love affair.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Get whatever is both­
ering you off your chest, you’ll feel relieved. Financial 
success.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Stay socially mobile. 
Seek out new faces and places. Inevitable career chal­
lenges to hurdle.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Find your place in the 
world. Resolve awkward misunderstandings. Do what­
ever possible to steady finances.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Expand your intellectual 
horizons. Plan trips, vacations, outings. Wait for 
developments.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You have to let go of 
something (your feelings?) before good things can 
come.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Extra rest may give you 
an needed edge going into the week. Persist until you 
complete a job.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Take care of irritating 
conditions at work; reach new agreements with co­
workers.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Use imagination 
and creativity to bring the joy back into your life. Steer 
a steady course.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Success starts at 
home. Stimulate your earning potential. Long-term 
investments favored.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Sharpen writing 
skills. More time to gab on the phone! Reinvest in your 
home.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Put forth a concerted 
effort to develop your income. Although expenditures 
may be higher, the money will be there.



5 JUNE 1991 SOCIETY 9

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE

YEMEN ATTENDS TO THE ENVIRONMENT
"The Republic of Yemen is 
looking forward to various 
forms of bilateral, regional 
and international coopera­
tion in areas of environ­
mental protection," said 
Mr. Mohamed Haidera 
Masdoos, Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
of Manpower and Admin­
istrative Reform. At the 
inauguration of the Scien­
tific Seminar on the Envi­
ronment in Yemen, Mas­
doos affirmed Yemen's 
belief that such cooperation 
is in line with the world's 
efforts to confront destruc­
tive military inclination 
and arms race, in particular 
those of mass destruction 
which constitute a threat to 
peace, the environment, 
and the very existence of 
humanity. In this respect, 
The Deputy Prime Minister

appealed to all peace lov­
ing people to exercise max­
imum efforts to keep the 
Middle East and the Gulf 
region free from nuclear 
weapons and other destruc­
tive arms.
Addressing the seminar, 
Mohsin Al Hamdani, Mini­
ster of State and Chairman 
of the Environmental Pro­
tection Council, enumerat­
ed the effective steps taken 
by the Yemeni government 
in environmental areas, in 
the cooperation with the 
Netherlands. He expressed 
the need for the establish­
ment of a data bank and la­
boratories to analyze the 
effect of environmental 
contamination.
Taking the platform, the 
Dutch Ambassador to 
Yemen, Mr. Jan Wijen- 
berg, described the devel­

opment process as "the 
need to lift a major part of 
an ever increasing world 
population up to a higher 
level of welfare in order to 
efface the discrepancies in 
welfare". "Sustainable de­
velopment," he went on to 
explain, means "economic 
growth in combination 
with sufficient care for the 
environment and with the 
active involvement of all 
layers of society." The am­
bassador concluded his 
opening speech by praising 
Yemen's efforts in environ­
mental protection, con­
firmed that Yemen does 
not fall in the category of 
countries environmentally 
contaminated, and assured 
of his country's "continued 
and extended support for 
Yemen"..

UNITED YEMEN OUR MOTHERLAND
Yemen Oh you gorgeous motherland
You laced the past miseries we understand

Everybody has heard of the Imamic crime
That hindered Yemen's progress in his time

Ignorance, fear, hunger and lack of freedom
Was characteristic of the Imamic kingdom

In the South was a system against humanity
And that it was the colonial's brutality

Yemenis lived by the colonist command
And became foreigners in their land

Imam in the North, and in the South colonization
Fermented the anger of the Yemeni nation

For their freedom Yemenis fought and died
The fear of the rulers one can't hide

The Imam and the British had to go at once, 
And Yemenis enjoyed their full independence

But then remained the obstacle of separation
North and South, which brought discrimination

To live apart was against the people’s dignity
So Yemenis continued to dream of unity

Finally the dream of every Yemeni came true
To see the Yemeni nation as one not two

So let us all Yemenis join hand in hand
And nurture our love for this glorious land

The land of Queen Sheba and ancient history
Will soon grow and appear for the whole world to see

Separation, Oh Allah! save us from such a thing
As Thy can prevent what Thy can bring.]

By Esam Nouman El Duais
Fourth Year
Faculty of Medicine
Sana'a University

LPG STATION AND MARIB 
ELECTRIFICATION INAUGURATED

To mark the first anniver­
sary of Yemeni unity, vital 
development projects were 
inaugurated in Marib, 200 
kms east of Sana'a.
The first project inaugurat­
ed was the LPG station 
with a production capacity 
of 400 cylinders per hour. 
The liquid gas associated 
with the production of 
crude oil in Marib is trans­
ported to the filling station 
by huge tankers. This plant 
will meet the needs of Ma­
rib and Al-Jawf governo­
rates. The total cost of this 
plant is YR 15 million.
As a first phase of electrifi­
cation of Marib governo­
rate, a 2500kw generator 
was inaugurated which will 
supply electricity to 1600 
families in the governorate.
The total cost of this two 

phase project, which is be­
ing executed by the Mini- 
stry of Electricity and Wa-

ter, is YR 33 million .
Last Sunday, the President 
Ali Abdulla Saleh and 
Vice President Ali Salim 
Al Beedh travelled by road 
to Aden to inaugurate a 
new highway. The high­
way which is 54 kms long, 
will shorten the distance 
between Sana’a and Aden 
by about 25%. The high­
way links Qaataba, Dha- 
laa, Habilain and Aden. 
People travelling by road 
to Aden can now travel via 
Dhamar and Yareem and 
turn left to Qaataba, then 
to Dhalaa, Habilain and fi­
nally to Aden. The travell­
ing time will thus be re­
duced to five and a half 
hours covering a distance 
of 367 kms instead of 470 
kms. Several government 
and privately-financed 
other projects, notably 
schools, have also been in­
augurated.
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SCHOOL CHILDREN 
AND TEACHERS CAN 
HELP IN CLEANING UP!

By: T.H. Choudhary

The space around private 
homes, shop fronts and along 
roads in cities and even in the 
countryside is getting littered 
with imperishable plastic bot­
tles, bags, collapsible tubes, 
etc. These litters and throw 
aways make our places ugly 
and unhygienic. There are 
hardly any conservation ser­
vices that collect and carry 
these away. We must not "uglify" our environment. 
Teachers must enlighten the pupils in this regard. They 
must, once a week, organize batches of students to pick 
up all this material in the areas around schools, bag them 
up and arrange for burial or carriage to a landfill or a gar­
bage dump. The students can also be depended upon to 
prevail upon their parents to take proper disposal steps in 
the homes, shops and offices. The conquest of desert and 
dust can be accomplished only by tree plantation and tree 
protection. Every school can be assigned to adopt a cer­
tain locality, obtain the right type of trees from the forest 
department, soil and manure from the agriculture or horti­
culture department, plant the sapling, protect them with 
tree guards, water and prune and trim them regularly. 
Love of plants will thus grow in our future citizens and 
their labors will lead to shade giving, dust arresting and 
oxygen fixing tree growth. Schools must write to different 
embassies to give us pictures, books, typical products, 
dresses, maps and statistics about their countries. These 
should be displayed and used to increase and improve the 
world view of our children to promote international un­
derstanding respect to and tolerance of different faiths, be­
liefs and life styles. Ignorance and misunderstanding are 
the main reasons of wars. Knowledge ensures a peaceful 
future for our children. We must inculcate the right social 
behavior in them. Respect of deference to elders, waiting 
for one’s turn in a shop or a bus stop or at an entrance to 
or an exit from a class room, theater, etc., not interrupting 
when others are speaking, but signal when they wish to 
speak by a gesture (raising a finger, for. example), attend­
ing to one person at a time and not the latest intruder to 
the neglect of the earlier one, punctuality and regularity, 
greeting and wishing and thanking, standing upright on 
both legs and not one leg limping, eating with closed 
mouth, not sneezing and spitting in public, putting on 
clean clothes and shoes, personal hygiene, etc., should be 
taught in class and cultivated at home. Good and clear 
speaking is an ornament to any. Teachers should encour­
age and inspire students to read out to the class, recite and 
declaim correcting their posture, gesture and pronouncia- 
tion. Pupils must be encouraged to read books, buy them 
and collect a library of their own. Teachers should display 
and discourse about good and healthy books so that chil­
dren take interest in them. Character formation should 
start in the school. The value of speaking the truth, avoid­
ing hurt and injury to fellow beings and God’s creatures, 
compassion for the poor and sick, abhorrence of cheating 
and stealing could be inculcated from stories and deeds of 
great men, native and foreign. Thrift, avoiding debt, living 
within one’s means, saving habit, control over desires and 
passions and frustrations should be instilled. Parents give 
physical birth. It is the teachers who give moral birth. The 
influence of the mother and teacher on the child are cru­
cial in a citizens make-up, his/her culture and character, 
accomplishments and fulfillment. May the teachers and 
mothers rise to this noble task to nurture happy, healthy, 
wise and accomplishing citizens.

T.S. Chaudhary is an Indian national who is presently 
seconded by the ITU to Yemen. He is a well-read 
scholar has been closely involved in the development 
process of his native India as well as several other 
countries.

SANA’ANI ARABIC DIALECT 
TAUGHT IN US UNIVERSITIES

Professor Hamdi A. Qafi- 
shah is an American na­
tional of Palestinian ori­
gin. He left his native 
Jerusalem (Al-Qudse) 
twenty five years ago and 
migrated to the USA. 
For the last twenty years, 
he has been working for 
the University of Arizona 
as professor of Arabic. A 
linguist by training, he 
has become one of the 
key researchers of the 
Arabic language, and of 
teaching it to non-native 
students of the language.
On the occasion of his 

visit to Sanaa, and fol­
lowing the release of his 
book "Yemeni Arabic, 
Part 1", YEMEN TIMES 
went to interview him.

Q. How did you get inter­
ested in Yemeni Arabic?

A. The first time I visited 
Yemen was to make an 
evaluation of the programs 
of YALI (Yemen 
American Language Insti­
tute), and I was fascinated 
by the country. It is so dif­
ferent from the other 
Arabian countries. I imme­
diately got interested and 
applied for a grant from 
the U.S Department of Ed­
ucation to work on Yemeni 
Arabic, which was ap­
proved .and that is how I 
finished my first book.

Q. Is the book supposed 
to be a text book or a 
documentary description

of the language?
A. It is primarily a text 
book for those who wish to 
learn this dialect of Arabic.
It is also a description of 

the language. It helps in 
the pronunciation of 
words. The book has forty 
lessons and each pertains 
to particular topic of inter­
est. The topics cover situ­
ations in daily activities 
such as banking, shopping, 
getting appointments, ask­
ing directions, etc.

Q. Is it available for sale 
in Sana'a.?
A. Yes, it is available at 
Dar Al Hikma. Unfortu­
nately, only the text is 
available, the tapes that go 
with it are not.

Q. When you talk about 
Yemeni Arabic, you 
surely realize there are at 
least half a dozen distinct 
dialects. Does your book 
Cover all of them?
A. Of course, there are 
several distinct dialects in

Yemen, although there is a 
considerable, although 
gradual, of fusion among 
them. My book is devoted 
to the dialect of Sanaa.

Q. How is the Sanaani 
dialect different or 
unique?
A. Sanaani Arabic has its 
own nuances and sounds. 
There is the distinct end­
ings which are close to 
(tamyeel or kisra) in 
Arabic. Abdoh for exam­
ple is pronounced Abdeh, 
and Yahia is pronounced 
as "Yahyeh". In addition, 
the "d" sound is often con­
verted into a thick ’’t”. For 
example, your profession 
iqtisad (economics) is pro- 
nounced almost as 
"iqtisat”, and Abdullah is 
almost "Abtullah". How­
ever, the regular thick "t" 
in Arabic (Ta) is pro­
nounced halfway like an 
English "d”. There are 
quite a few distinct fea­
tures, but these are only 
examples.

Q. This is part (1) of a 
series. How many books 
are there, and when are 
they coming out?
A. There is a total of three 
books, and part 2 is al­
ready under publication.
For those who are interest­
ed in more in this subject, 
please contact Professor 
Hamdi Qafisheh at De­
partment of Near Eastern 
Studies, University of 
Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
85721, USA.

OFFICIAL ENGLISH TEXT OF 
CONSTITUTION AVAILABLE

YEMEN TIMES is publishing the officially ap­
proved English text of the Constitution. This will be 
available for US$ 35 per copy starting from 17/06 
1991. As the quantity under print is limited, orders 
will be met on a first come first serve basis. Interest­
ed parties are kindly requested to mail/fax their or­
ders specifying the number of copies they require. 
Unfortunately no orders can be taken by telephone.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 2579, Sana'a; 
Fax: 236434.
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STRICT DISCIPLINE 
PAYS IN SPORTS

The Deputy Minister of 
Sports, Aden Branch, Mr 
Ahmed Al Dhulai is a 
very hard working per­
son and a popular name 
in the Ministry of Sports 
in Aden. His policies have 
established a style that 
would influence future 
champions. Since he 
moved to Aden, he has 
been strict about rules 
and discipline. 
"Experience and profes­
sionalism are very impor­
tant in running the office. 
Dedication to work is also 
equally important," he 
says. His policy has been 
to exploit the latent abili­
ties of prospective sports­
men and implement pro­
grams emphasizing 
aggressiveness and a 
strong thrust towards 
success.
YEMEN TIMES went to 
speak with him. Follow­
ing are the excerpts from 
our interview.

Q. How quickly did you 
adjust yourself to your 
new job and the new en­
vironment in Aden?
A. After the unity, I was 
appointed as the Deputy 
Minister of Sports and 
Youth ’Development in 
Aden. I did not have any 
difficulty in adjusting my­
self because I knew my 
colleagues even before the 
unification. Besides, 
whether in Sanaa or Aden, 
as Yemenis we share the 
same culture and follow 
the same tradition.

Q. What are your plans 
for the remainder of 
1991?
A. There are several plans 
and some of them have al­
ready been implemented. 
We have programs in the 
various sports like basket­
ball, volleyball, table ten­
nis, boxing, football, judo, 
karate, etc. We plan to 
hold inter club tourname­
nts and also encourage the 
youth to actively partici­
pate in these and other 
sports activities.

Q. Are you planning to 
develop some traditional 
sports?
A. We plan to host a sports 
carnival for the public 
which will be the first of 
its kind in Yemen. We also 
plan to organize competi­
tions in traditional activi­
ties such as fishing, sailing, 
horse/camel racing, etc. 
The people are eagerly 
waiting for these events 
and I am sure there will-be

a lot of excitement.

Q. How are budgetary 
allocations made to the 
various sports?
A. The budget is distribut­
ed equally among all 
sports federations. Each of 
the federation will use the 
funds to develop the skills 
and talents of new athletes 
as well as hire coaches. 
Part of the budget will be 
used to improve the facili­
ties at the various clubs.

Q. Talking about the fa­
cilities, Yemeni athletes 
have been complaining 
of poor facilities thereby 
affecting their perfor­
mance. Can you com­
ment?
A. The facilities in Yemen 
are surely not upto interna­
tional standards and our 
athletes deserve better 
conditions. It has been our 
aim to concentrate in this 
area. I had a fruitful dis­
cussion with my col­
leagues and it was decided 
to open youth hostels to 
house the athletes while 
undergoing training. We 
also plan to renovate the 
stadiums and provide bet­
ter facilities to the athletes 
and the spectators. Some 
of our plans have been de­
ferred due to limited 
funds. We have also been 
sending good athletes 
abroad for training to 
make up for limited facili­
ties at home.

Q. Recently a Yemeni 
women’s team was sent 
abroad to participate in 
international events. Are 
there plans to send more 
female teams?
A. Three women were sent 
to Malaysia to participate 
in the last Asian Table 
Tennis Championship. 
They did not fare well but 
the benefits from exposure 
to the international scene 
has been immense.

Q. Most of the Yemenis 
are fond of football, even 

the small kids playing 
this sport in the streets. 
Why doesn’t the Mini­
stry give priority to this 
sport
A. We encourage our kids 
in all sports, specially 
football, out also in such 
sports as judo, table ten­
nis, track and field events, 
etc.. Football is rather well 
developed in Yemen. 
Although we do not excel 
in it, we are not behind 
our Arab counterparts.

Q. How do you think the 
Ministry evaluates your 
efforts?
A. The authorities would 
certainly be small minded 
if they ignored all these 
efforts. My goals are to 
expand the Youth Devel­
opment Training Program. 
I do know however that 
the Minister and the Vice 
Minister follow closely 
the work we do as well as 
what is done in all the oth­
er branches.

Q. How do you find time 
for your family given 
your busy schedule?
A. As you can see, I have 
a very busy schedule that 
does not leave enough 
time to spend with my 
family which consists of 
his wife and five children. 
However, Fridays are ex­
clusively for the family.

Q. How do you groom 
new athletes?
A. We always have plans 
to develop talented ath­
letes by providing them 
with a good training envi­
ronment and by watching 
out for promising young 
men and women. I am do­
ing my best with the limit­
ed budget at my disposal.

Q. There has been some 
criticism of favoritism in 
your ministry. How do 
you counter such allega­
tions?
A. You know we can nev­
er escape from such criti­
cism, whatever we do. 
We try to be fair to all, but 
beyond that, we can't lend 
our ears to every gossip in 
town.

Q. How do you see 
sports events unfolding 
by the end of the year?
A. I think there are a num­
ber of events lined up. 
The way things unfold de­
pend on the central plan­
ning of the federations, 
and how much efforts the 
athletes put in the train­
ing and in the games.

COMPETITIONS 
IN TRADITIONAL 
YEMENI SPORTS
The annual Al Hussainiah 
Competition will be held 
this Wednesday (05th 
June, 1991) in Hodeidah. 
This yearly competition 
organized by the Ministry 
of Sports and Youth De­
velopment in cooperation 
with the untiring efforts of 
the Governor of Hodeidah 
will feature most of the 
traditional sports events 
such as horse show, horse 
riding, camel racing, etc. 
Large numbers of partici­
pants and spectators are 
expected from all over the 
country. Last year's events 
were a big success and the 
organizers are hoping a 
similar success this year. 
This program is especially 
popular among foreigners 
who can glimpse into the 
traditional games and 
sports of Yemen. Accord­
ing to the spokesman of 
the Ministry of Sports, Mr 
Hussein Al-Awadhi, the 
President Ali Abdulla Sa­
leh is expected to grace 
this special occasion.

FIRST WORKING 
MEETING ON 
SANAA-ADEN 
MARATHON

The first working meeting 
of the various parties in­
volved in the Sanaa-Aden 
Marathon being organized 
by the Yemen Times is 
scheduled for Thursday 
June 13th. Attending the 
meeting will be, in addi­
tion to the Yemen Times 
staff, representatives of 
the Olympic Committee at 
the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, the Emergency 
Aid Unit of the Ministry 
of Health, the Traffic and 
Security representatives of 
the Ministry of Interior, 
and the Sports commenta­
tors of the TV, radio, and 
press representing the 
Ministry of Information. 
A few of the track runners 
are also expected to attend 
the meeting.
Yemen Times has written 
to various companies ask­
ing them to sponsor this 
important event - Yemen's 
first ever marathon. 
Already good response 
has been received from 
several parties. We are 
expecting more good 
news in the next few days.

INVESTMENTS TO 
PROMOTE

JEWISH CULTURE 
IN YEMEN

Six American Jews from 
the Bnai Brith headed by 
Dr. Haim Tawil are in 
Yemen on a mission 
aimed at assisting the Ye­
meni Jews. The assistance 
is geared mainly towards 
the preservation and pro­
motion of Jewish culture, 
and to enhance the stan­
dard of living of this Ye­
meni minority. Following 
lengthy meetings with 
Jews from Raidah, 
Sa'adah, and Milah, a 
large piece of land was 
purchased in the vicinity 
of Raidah. The project in­
volves the construction of 
a cultural Jewish center 
that will include a school, 
a synagogue and a ham­
mam (traditional bathing 
house). Yemen Times at­
tempted to speak to Dr. 
Tawil on these projects, 
but he declined stating 
that "This is not the right 
time!" YEMEN TIMES 
sources indicate that one 
of the difficulties facing 
the world Jewish groups 
in helping Yemeni Jews is 
the rivalry/division among 
them.
Given that these projects 
are meant for Yemeni citi­
zens, it is to be asked 
whether they will be sub­
ject to proper Government 
supervision and control, 
just like all the other pri­
vately-financed cultural 
and educational projects, 
or whether, under the 
guise of democracy, they 
will be left upto the for­
eigners to determine the 
cultural and educational 
input of Yemenis.

Although the rights of 
minorities must be pro­
tected, the requirements of 
national unity among in 
Yemen today Compel us to 
create a minimum cultu­
ral and educational com­
mon base. This makes it 
necessary for all groups to 
learn a minimum of Islam­
ic teachings and Arabic 
language, a fact which is 
not part of the program of 
the new Jewish cultural 
center. The Yemeni Jews, 
like any other Yemenis, 
must adhere to the curric­
ulum of the Ministry of 
Education. It goes with­
out saying that they could 
add any items that they 
think is important to them.
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YEMEN OKAYS 
US PLAN, BUT...

Yemen welcomed, last 
Saturday, a U.S .plan for 
arms control in the Middle 
East, but said it was accept­
able only if Israel was also 
included. Foreign Minister 
Dr Abdul Karim Al Iryani 
was commenting on Presi­
dent George Bush's new 
initiative to curb the spread 
of nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons in the 
region and to restrict con­
ventional forces to a defen­
sive role.

"If we can guarantee 
that Israel will not possess 
any arms of mass destruc­
tion, then we have no ob­
jection to cooperate in this 
respect. This is something 
that deserves our support 
and blessings,” Dr Iryani 
told Yemen Times. 
"Luckily, Yemen has none 
of the sort of weapons un­
der restriction," he added. 
The Arab countries which 
have such weapons do so 
out of fear from Israel, he 
said. Should Israel no long­
er possess those weapons, 
then the Arab countries will 
welcome the U.S. move. 
"However, it is vital to note 
the contradictions in the 
American position given 
that very important negoti­
ations are presently under­
way between Israel and the 
U.S. on an anti-missile de­
fence network," Dr Iryani 
said. Dr Iryani was refer­
ring to remarks made in Is­
rael by U.S. Defence Secre­
tary, Dick Cheney last 
week that his country was 
giving Israel ten frontline 
fighter aircrafts and paying 
72% of the cost of Israel’s 
Arrow Anti-missile Missile 
Program. It is worth men­
tioning that the London 
based international Institute 
for Strategic Studies esti­
mates that Israel has a hun­
dred nuclear warheads and 
missiles with a range capa­
ble of reaching anywhere in 
the Middle East.

ETHIOPIAN NAVY SEEKS 
REFUGE IN YEMEN

The fall of the Ethiopian government has made many of 
its former officers and soldiers flee the country. On Fri­
day May 31st, 1991, Yemen was forced to become the 
host of part of the fugitive Ethiopian navy. All in all, 
twelve ships sought anchor at the Ethiopian coastal town 
of Al-Mokha. In a special statement to the Yemen 
Times, Dr. Abdul-Kareem Al-Iryani, Foreign Minister, 
stated that some five thousand Ethiopian naval officers 
and soldiers have sought refuge in Yemen. "The naval 
servicemen and the ships will remain in Yemen until the 
establishment of a new government in Ethiopia," Dr. Ir­
yani said. The vessels are the property of Ethiopia, he 
added.
In a serious escalation to this turn of events, an Eritrean 
gunboat attacked on Sunday (June 2nd) the Ethiopian 
vessels and injured three persons on board one of them. 
The Yemeni naval forces demanded that the Eritrean 
gunboat stop the attack. After refusing to heed Yemeni 
calls for stopping the attack, the Eritrean gunboat fled the 
area in the face of approaching Yemeni forces. The in­
jured three persons, one of whom is reportedly the com­
mander of the vessel, were taken to Taiz for medical 
treatment.
In a further development, as many as five hundred Ethio­
pians residing in Yemen staged a demonstration de­
manding the cessation of American involvement and in­
terference in the internal affairs of Ethiopia. In a letter 
delivered to the American Embassy in Sanaa, the Ethio­
pian Community Association in Yemen urged the 
American government to reconsider its position which 
according to them is leading to the fragmentation of Ethi­
opia and to more bloodshed. "Additional messages were 
also handed over to the embassies of the USSR, the UK, 
China, France, Germany, Egypt, and the UN Office in 
Sanaa. The ECA also sent letters to the Yemeni leader­
ship pleading with it to intervene so as to preserve the 
unity of Ethiopia.
Given the continued turmoil in the Horn of Africa, 
Yemen is expected to serve as the front-line watch post 
and most able to deal with the complications of the situa­
tion. In the final analysis, it is the duty of Yemen to help 
its neighbors sort out their difficulties. It is also neces­
sary for Yemen not to be a ploy in the hands of interna­
tional powers who seek to influence the outcome of the 
fight in the Hom of Africa.

The
COMPUTER CORNER

by Dr. Abdul-Raheem As-Salwi
THE VACCINE

With the epidemic of dif­
ferent types of viruses a 
large number of commer­
cial software protection 
programs are coming on 
the market. Although it is 
nice to have programs like 
these available, most vac­
cines are designed to 
handle one problem or a 
common class of problems 
while being of no help in 
other instances. A select 
list of a few products are 
listed below.
A program called Antidote 
from Quaid Software costs 
$60 and claims to detect 
some viruses and lets the 
user correct the problem 
before it spreads.
Disk Manager PC was de­
veloped at Cornell Univer­
sity and allows managers 
of large numbers of stand 
alone, hard disk PCs to 
control access to the com­
puters and their operating 
systems. The program al­
lows the 'bootlocking' of 
the operating system so 
that it cannot be modified 
and so that the hard disk 
cannot be accessed if the 
machine is booted from a 
floppy disk, software pira­
cy is reduced since the 
program prevents source 
code from being copied 
from the hard disk onto a 
floppy, automatic purging 
of unnecessary files by 
comparing the disk direc­
tory with a 'snap shot' of 
the directory taken by the 
operator when the pro­
gram is installed (this way 
contaminated programs 
are deleted automatically), 
and a audit trail of each 
user's activity can be 
maintained. This program 
is distributed by Cook 
Publications for $ 99.95 
for use on five computers 
or for use on 10 computers 
in academic institutions. 
Vaccine is produced by 
Foundation Ware and 
checks executable files for 
bugs, errors, and inten­
tional modifications or 
patches every time the 
user or another program 
runs them. The program 
examines the hard disk for 
things like mixed versions 
of DOS, inappropriate use 
of sub-directories, too 
many files in a sub direc­
tory, and examines the au­
toexec.bat and config.sys 
files for prob­
lems. Vaccinate by Sophco 
Inc. is a Benevolent virus 
which takes over a disk 
before a malevolent virus 
causes problems. The cost 
is $ 195. Virus Implant 
Protector from LeeMah 
uses an AT-class comput­
er to monitor mini and 
mainframe computers

through a serial port to 
identify unauthorized ac­
tivity. Dr Panda Utilities 
offered by Panda Systems 
says it quarantines and 
tests software before it is 
used. If difficulties are 
identified the users can 
take appropriate action. 
The cost is $ 79.95 . Disk 
Watcher from RG Soft­
ware Systems costs $ 
79.95 and is a memory 
resident utility which atte­
mpts to prevent the spread 
of certain types of viruses. 
Virusafe produced by 
ComNetco Inc. monitors 
the RAM portion of a mi­
crocomputer to prevent the 
action of certain types of 
viruses. The program re­
tails for $ 250. Passcode 
from Security Dynamics 
Inc. has a widely varying 
cost ($200 to $ 2000) and 
is claimed to monitor 
transactions between mi­
crocomputers and larger 
hosts to prevent the spread 
of viruses. Flu-Shot is a 
memory resident utility 
which intercepts all atte­
mpted write actions to the 
COMMAND COM file. 
This program may be 
downloaded from its au­
thor Ross Greenberg, al­
though he states that con­
taminated copies of this 
program exist on some 
bulletin boards and should 
not be downloaded except 
from the author. Data Phy­
sician is a series of pro­
grams
($ 199 for all) produced by 
Digital Dispatch Inc. to 
protect against a variety of 
problems. One of the pro­
grams is called Datamd 
which saves a proprietary 
signature on specified files 
and if unauthorized chang­
es occur, the offending vi­
rus is removed. A memory 
resident of this program 
called Novirus is also 
available. Softlog is pro­
duced by Asky Inc. and 
will monitor specified files 
by creating a 32 bit check 
code word. If any of the 
specified files has been 
modified the user is 
flagged. The program sells 
only as a site licence for a 
minimum of 100 copies at 
$ 24 each. A growing 
number of other software 
vaccines are being intro­
duced on the market to 
solve certain common 
problems. The above list­
ing does not constitute an 
endorsement and any of 
these programs should be 
evaluated carefully before 
installation to ensure that 
it offers the type of protec­
tion that is sought.


