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OUR VIEWPOINT
Philanthropy among 

the Yemeni Rich
Over the last two decades, Yemen witnessed the rise 
of a class of wealthy Yemenis. I admire the agility 
and hard work of these individuals and families, al
though I admire less their evasion of paying out tax
es and other dues to society. But that is another mat
ter. These millionaires, and in some cases 
billionaires have grown in number and in size of 
wealth. Over the last few years, some of these wea
lthy individuals have donated considerable amounts 
as contributions to finance charity programs, public 
projects, and other similar endeavors. A name that 
stands out is, of course, the Hayel Saeed Anam 
group. The late Hayel Saeed Anam, and his family 
after him, have been very forthcoming in sharing 
some of their wealth through direct contributions to 
numerous projects such as schools, clinics, road 
construction, well-digging, etc. Other names that 
have propped up in the last few days have been 
Ghazi Alwan, the Adhban group, Juma'an, and a 
few others. Yet, there are famous names that 
scarcely get mentioned in this regard. What has 
Shaher Abdul Haq given? What has the Ikhwan 
Thabit group given? What has Al Watary given? 
What has Rowaishan given? What has Bazara'a giv
en? What has Mohammed Abdu Rabbo given? The 
list goes on and on. The few philanthropists that 
have led the way must be praised and thanked for 
their conscience and their constructive and positive 
attitude in sharing some of their fortunes with their 
society. But why is philanthropy dead among most 
of the wealthy Yemenis? Maybe, it is because they 
are not wealthy by heritage; i.e., they are a first gen
eration rich individuals (sort of nouveau riche). 
Thus they are unable to "give away"! But the fact 
that they come from relatively modest backgrounds 
should be the more reason from them to contribute 
in alleviating the hardships of the less fortunate 
groups in society. They have been there, recently. 
This is specially important in these days when the 
government’s resources will, in no way, meet socie
ty’s needs. By supplementing the government’s de
velop ent expenditures, the wealthy class can 
stretch the limited resources to cover more people. 
At the end, this philantropism is in the best interests 
of all, not the least of whom are the rich!

The Publisher

IMPROPER 
POLITICS

The country is in a learning process as to 
how to go about its politics. The society 
is trying hard to democratize with the 
hope that the system will be in line with 
the aspirations. The objective is noble, 
and the attempts need to be encouraged. 
Yet, at this stage of Yemen's political de
velopment, there are a few taboos in poli
tics which must be understood and appre
ciated. Certain segments of society (e.g., 
the military, the justice system, etc.) must 
be immune from the politicization process 
presently underway. The politicization of 
Sanaa University and the sport clubs falls 
in the same category. If not heeded, the 
consequences are going to be disastrous. 
Let us give examples.
Over the last three months, the People's 
General Congress, the Yemeni Socialist 
Party through a students' union organiza
tion at the university, and the Yemeni 
Congregation for Reform (religious 
group) have introduced major campaigns 
of recruitment among the Sanaa Universi
ty teaching and adminstrative staff as well 
as among the students. At the same time, 
the sports clubs have become politicized. 
Posts at the university and in the clubs 
and teams are becoming subjected to po
litical favors and whims. In addition, as a 
result of these campaigns, many skirmish
es have already developed. At the univer
sity, for example, there were repeated 
physical clashes last week among the sup
porters of the Yemeni Socialist Party and 
the Yemeni Congregation for Reform. At 
the end, these events disrupted the normal 
functioning of the university. In one inci 
dent, a student mob attacked Dr 
Abubakar Al-Qirby, the vice-president 
(provost) of Sanaa University, who at the 
moment is on a self-imposed "leave 
from work. Who is to blame? In a full 
page report on the countless problems 
created by the politicization of sports 
events and sports clubs in Yemen, the 
Arriyadhah newspaper asked the politi
cians to learn from the experience of oth 
er countries and "to leave snorts alone".

OIL AND GAS 
INVESTMENTS

Ahmed Hussein Al Haj, Executive Manager 
of Aden Refinery reported that arrangeme
nts are underway to modernize the refinery, 
to construct an oil pipeline and gas plants, 

and to expand production which is expected 
to reach 2 million barrels per day in the 
year 2000.
Al Haj added, "This modernization project 
will be executed in two phases and will in
clude modernization of the refining hard
ware, installation of new electricity units." 
At present, the Aden refinery produces 
about 60,000 bpd of oil derivatives for local 
consumption. The crude comes from the 
Safer wells in Marib. The refinery also re
fines about 12,000 bpd of bunkering oil 
supplied by the Soviet Company, NAFTA, 
Al Haj said.
On the other hand, the Aden refinery has 
recently finalized a contract with Coastal 
Company of Malaysia to refine 10,000 bpd 
and a similar quantity for another Malay
sian company PECTO. The Aden refinery 
is working today at half its capacity of 8.3 
million tons per annum.
At another level, two gas plants are being 
constructed in the Asa'ad Al-Kamil field 
with a capacity of 600,000,000 cubic feet 
per day. The project will condense gas to 
extract oil and LPG for domestic use. At 
the Al-Raga field, an oil separator unit and 
a gas plant, and an additional gas plant at 
the Alif field are under construction. All 
these efforts intend to put the country's gas 
potential to good use
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Shara' Al-Bowniyyah is one of the few streets in Sa

naa which is by and large intact and which has success
fully preserved the old Sana'ani atmosphere. It has lost 
quite a bit of its beauty, no doubt, specially the eucalyp
tus trees and colorful glass windows. But, the tradition
al houses like Bayt al-Hamdani, Bayt Angad, Bayt 
Showkani, Bayt Mansoor, Bayt Al-Hajri, etc. continue 
to give it a unique Sana'ani flare. Al-Bowniyyah is part 
of Bir Al-Azab quarter and was the lifeline connecting 
the old town to Ga' al-Yahood. I remember spending 
the best years of my childhood criss-crossing this road.

But this is not destined to continue for long if the 
ravages of modernity will have their way. Every day, 
one more house is tom down, and one more aspect of 
this area is "modernized". One morning last week, the 
destruction team came to Al-Bowniyyah, this time to 
tear down Bayt.... About one hundred years ago, a
Turkish-style palace was built. There was a big mul
berry tree greeting people at the entrance along the 
road. There were a few more trees in the garden once 
you walk inside. There was a big basin with a beautiful 
fountain, and there was the overbearing mafraj. There 
were wide walls of clay and gypsum. There was the 
beautiful aura of traditional life and a hundred years of 
history. In a few hours it was all gone.

Man has destroyed many things, especially lovely 
architecture in London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, 
etc. Beautiful palaces are replaced with dull shops 
made of huge cement blocks. The Europeans woke up 
a few decades, maybe centuries, too late. The Yemenis 
need not do the same. We can save the architectural 
heritage, and with it some of our history. It is not too 
late, and it is worth the effort.

YEMENI MERGER 
APPROPRIATE

MODEL FOR
KOREAN

UNIFICATION
The South Korean special 
envoy, H.E. Kwang Soo 
Choi is one of the prominent 
personalities who participat
ed in the celebrations of the 
first anniversary of Yemeni 
Unity and the declaration of 
the Republic of Yemen. 
Speaking to Yemen Times 
on the conclusion of his first 
visit to Yemen, Kwang Soo 
Choi said, "I wish to convey 
the congratulations of the 
Korean people to the Yeme
ni political leadership and 
the people for this historic 
accomplishment. We consid
er Yemeni unity a great and 
courageous action. It came 
as a result of understanding 
between Yemenis in both 
parts of the homeland under 
very difficult circumstances. 
We have special feelings for 
your unity because our coun
try is divided". "The Korean 
people are ambitious to unite 
their divided country. After 
half a century of division and 
dreadful isolation, we began 
to seriously think of reunifi
cation of our homeland. The 
examples of unified Germa
ny and Yemen give us more 
courage and hope," he said. 
As a result of the Korean 
war, four million Korean cit
izens left the northern part of 
the country and settled in the 
southern part leaving behind 
them family members about 
whom they still know noth
ing because of complete iso
lation and lack of communi
cation. This is a human 
problem for which a solution 
should be reached immedi
ately, Mr Kwang said.
Mr Kwang added, "We ini
tiated talks at high levels last 
year. Our dialogue with our 
brothers in the north concen
trated on the problems on 
both sides but mainly they 
covered military, economic 
and human issues. We aim to 
achieve Korean unity 
through peaceful means. Un
fortunately, progress has 
been slow." We took the fi
rst step in the area of sports 
where it had been agreed to 
send a unified team to Japan. 
It had also been agreed to al
low exchange of family vis
its and cultural groups. In 
my opinion, this constitutes 
good progress. But, we need 
to create an atmosphere of 
understanding, good inten
tions and continuous dia
logue to reach the target of 
unity. Commenting on 
Yemen reunification, Mr 
Kwang said, "We gained a 
lot of points from the experi
ence of Yemen. In my opin
ion, the Yemeni model of 
merger is more appropriate 
for Korea than the German 
model of one part swallow
ing the other. The South 
Korean envoy also expressed 
satisfaction with the growing 
ties of friendship between 
Yemen and his country and 
said, "I met Hussein M. Al 
Maswari, Mayor of Sana'a, 
and congratulated him on the 
considerable progress made 
in the capital, Sanaa, since 
my last visit in 1983."

SEVEN BILLION NEW RIYALS
The Central Bank of Yemen is in the process of printing about 
seven billion Yemeni Riyals in different denominations. An 
agreement has already been reached with the British company 
Delaro, whose agent in Yemen is the Thabet Brothers Co., to 
do the job. The new Yemeni currency will be the riyal, but it 
will carry new features, the least of which is the new name of 
the country. Some of the new money will replace the dinars 
that have been gradually withdrawn from circulation. How
ever, a good four billion riyals represents a new addition to the 
money supply of the country. This will add fuel to the on
going fire known as "inflation". The rising level of prices, 
partly due to an international trend in price increases, has al
ready constrained investments and placed substantial burdens 
on consumers. The labor union federation continues to de
mand pegging wages to the cost of living. According to labor 
sources, the continued injection of new money into the econo
my has led to an average increase in prices of about 26% for 
the first half of 1991 alone.

SUCCESSFUL YEMENI-OMANI 
BORDER TALKS

The Republic of Yemen and the Sultanate of Oman held a ser
ies of talks regarding the need for border demarcation between 
the two countries. According to the 26th September weekly, 
agreement has almost been reached between the two sides. 
The recent visit of the Yemeni Minister of Justice to the Sulta
nate of Oman aimed to finalize the pending issues on this mat
ter. "Yemeni/Omani border talks have made great progress in 
the direction of settling this matter and the official signing of 
the final agreement is expected during the coming months," 
the paper said.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS GET 
YEMENI TEACHERS

The Ministry of Education has carried out a major re
structuring of its teaching staff. According to inside informa
tion at the Ministry, a new plan has been adopted according to 
which over 85% of the primary school expatriate teachers will 
be relieved and replaced by Yemenis. As a result, 6,500 
Egyptian teachers contracted locally, and 536 Egyptian teach
ers seconded by the Egyptian government to Yemen, and 
whose term has expired have lost their jobs. In addition, 681 
teachers seconded by the Egyptian government have been con
verted to local contracts. In general, teachers seconded by 
their governments receive almost US$900 per month plus 
Cairo-Sanaa-Cairo airway fare, and other privileges; while the 
locally contracted teachers receive a flat sum of YR 8000 per 
month. The Ministry's efforts aim to reduce the foreign ex
change drain on the country, and at the same time, aim to 
create employment opportunities for Yemenis who face a high 
unemployment rate. To help improve the qualifications of the 
Yemenis who are going to replace the foreign teachers, the 
Ministry has arranged many crash training programs to be 
carried out during the summer months. In addition, the Mini
stry has asked many of the current Yemeni teachers, the prin
cipals of schools and kindergartens and others to go through a 
similar summer training procram.
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Ali Jabr Alawi:

Ali Jabr Alawi is an old 
hand in the mineral and 
oil sector. He used to 
work in this field in the 
formerly South Yemen 
(he actually established 
the Geologic Survey 
Authority in Aden), and 
then moved on to the for
merly North Yemen to 
do the same. Today, he 
is the Chairman of the 
Mineral Exploration 
Board. We start our Oil 
and Mineral Supplement 
in this issue with an in
terview with him.

Q. There are many or
ganisations dealing with 
the oil and mineral sector 
in Yemen. First there is 
the Ministry of Oil and 
Mineral Resources, then 
there is the Mineral Cor
poration for Oil and 
Minerals, then there is 
the General Exploration 
Board, and there is the 
National Oil Company. 
How are these organisa
tions related?
A. Upon the formation of 
the unified Government, 
there was, of course, the 
Ministry which is the um
brella organ under which 
everything else falls. The 
first technically-oriented 
organisation is the Corpo
ration for Oil and Mineral 
Resources. Two new com
panies come under the cor
poration. One of them is 
the Mineral Exploration 
Board, of which I am the 
chairman. This is an offi
cial organization dealing 
with mineral exploration 
both metallic and non- 
metallic. The National Oil 
Company is simply a mar
keting arm responsible for 
the domestic sale of oil 
and its derivatives. The 
government through the 
establishment of all these 
organizations simply in
tends to give this sector 

more flexibility and effi
ciency.

Q. There were reports of 
new mineral discover
ies. As the party in 
charge of minerals, 
could you shed more 
light on these reports?
A. This country has had 
many active projects in 
mineral explorations, now 
and then interrupted due 
to budgetary constraints. 
We have surveyed almost 
60% of the country for 
minerals in both the for

mer North and South 
Yemen. Since 1976, we 
covered all what is known 
as precambrian geologic 
formations (areas rich in 
minerals). There were dis
coveries of limestone, and 
minerals like copper, 
nickel. Recently major 
work using aero-electro 
magnetic surveys has 
been carried out. The in
terpretations of such sur
veys are done outside the 
country, and we are wait
ing for the results to ar
rive. We expect very in
teresting results showing 
rich deposits of minerals. 
We already can identify 
clearly lead-zinc-silver 
deposits. The lead-zinc- 
silver combinations con
sist of lead, zinc and silver 
which have to undergo a 
metallurgic mineral separ
ation process. The area 
where they are found, sev
eral hundred kilometers 
extending east of Al
Baidha through Shabwah, 
is quite large and easily 
accessible. A local team 
of experts is currently 
there conducting geologi
cal sampling and analysis. 
Some foreign companies 
are also due to send their 
experts to further study 
the reports of this team.

Q. How about gold?
A. We have identified gold 
in Hadhramaut. There are 

gold occurrences in three 
locations. The surrounding 
areas are currently being 
surveyed and the results 
are promising. Gold mines 
have also been discovered, 
in Saadah, which is an ex
tension of the fields in 
Saudi Arabia. A team will 
soon be sent to those areas 
for evaluation in collabora
tion with a Canadian com
pany.

Q. How about iron ore?
A. We have found good 
quality iron ore deposits 
but the quantities are not 
large, and we don't know if 
they are commercially vi
able. The quantities are ad
equate to meet the local in
dustry requirements, but 
small by international stan
dards. The geological sur
vey activities for all miner
als are conducted in phases 
and the subsequent stages 
are embarked upon only if 
the results of earlier stages 
are promising.

Q. How actively have you 
pursued training of Ye
meni manpower?
A. Of course, it is very ne
cessary to train our people. 
We have the hydrogeologi
cal department which is as
sisted by the Netherlands 
and we have good and well 
trained Yemeni staff and 
who are doing very well. 
We also have a well devel
oped data center. We have 

qualified personnel in the 
departments of geological 
survey, mineral evaluation 
and we are sending our 
staff to different countries 
for advanced training and 
some on the job training is 
provided here.

Q. What percentage of 
your staff are Yemenis?
A. Almost all our staff are 
Yemenis. We have just 

two persons on the mineral 
side who are expatriates 

and we have more expatri
ates in the areas of water 
evaluation projects. The 
need for. expatriates is at 
the advanced edge of tech
nology, and we constantly 
rotate our foreign man
power.

Q. What is the situation 
in the Sana'a area water 
basin?
A. It is really critical. By 
looking at the satellite 
mapping of the region, we 
are trying to find in nearby 
locations alternative-sourc
es of underground water. I 
think we can find a good 
source in the area to the 
north-east. Reading the 
satellite pictures, there are 
promising signs of finding 
large reservoirs in the 
nearby regions.

Q. The press has report
ed earlier that rare earth 
elements have been 
found in Yemen. Are 
these in commercial 
quantities?
A. Initial exploration was 
carried out by the Soviets 
in this regard and there are 
good signs of the presence 
of such elements. I cannot 
at this stage confirm 
whether they are available 
in commercial quantities 
or not as the studies are 
not yet completed. Certain 
traces of uranium were 
found by a visiting expert 
but I can't judge on that 
basis alone.

Q. Which minerals are 
available in commercial 
quantities today?
A. The term commercial 
quantities has a very broad 
meaning. There are several 
factors to be looked into 
before we can say that the 
minerals are available in 
commercial quantities. For 
example, we may have the 
reserves but the pricing 

may not be right in the 
world market. It also de
pends on the mining meth
ods and the mineralization 
structure. As of date, lead 
and zinc are available in 
commercial quantities and 
gold to some extent.

Q. For many years explo
ration was being done for 
copper and nickel? Are 
we close to exploitation?
A. We have about 30 mil
lion tons of reserves of cop
per and nickel but of low 
grade. We are also waiting 
for the aero-electro magnet
ic survey results in order to 
see the extension. There 
was lots of talk and impa
tience in this regard. Our 
work needs long term in
vestments and the work has 
to be carried out in phases. 
It is not like oil which 
yields high and quick reve
nue. Mineral exploration 
needs a lot more effort and 
patience, but at the end, it 
pays off.
There is another part of the 
mining sector which has a 
rather rapid return on in
vestments. This includes 
the non metallic minerals 
like marble, granite, pre
cious stones, etc, all of 
which is important for the 
construction and industrial 
sectors. In my opinion, we 
have not exploited more 
than 5% of the total re
serves and the future in this 
sector is very promising.

Q. Do you see Yemen as a 
major mining country 
during the next ten years? 
A. I would say, Yemen will 
be a medium size mining 
country. Mining of non 
metals seems to be more 
promising and important, at 
this stage. It might be of 
interest to you to know that 
the mining law was issued 

recently and we are in the 
process of preparing the by
laws all of which prove the 
positive orientation of the 
government During the fi
rst week of September, we 
will be holding an open 
house presentation. Major 
mining companies will be 
invited to evaluate potential 
investments in the mineral 
deposits of Yemen.

Lead, Zinc and Gold are available 
in commercial quantities in Yemen. 

Yemen also have 30 million tons 
of copper and nickel.

In September, 1991, Yemen will invite interested compa
nies to study and evaluate the mineral potential of the 

country. An Open House Presentation will provide data 
on the exploration results in Yemen.
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THE CRIME AND VIOLENCE LEVELS IN SANAA: 
A PROBLEM THAT DESERVES IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

The basic element in the 
growth and prosperity of 
any society is a minimum 
degree of stability, security 
and peace. Unless individ
uals can feel secure in pur
suing their everyday liveli
hood, creating a viable 
state becomes an impossi
ble task. Today, life in Sa
naa has become somewhat 
hazardous. We hear and 
see crimes and violence re
curring on an frequent ba
sis. As we point to this 
fact, we realize, of course, 
that such violence and 
crime has become an inte
gral part of large cities, 
and Sanaa has become the 
home of more than a mil
lion persons. Yet, citizens 
are overcome by a feeling 
of helplessness in the face 
of the heavy fireworks in
volved in the crimes, and 
in the near-total lack of 
respect for the law. The 
security forces which are 
supposed to up-hold the 
law are often suspect of 
breaking it, and at best, 
they are so corrupt that it 
is not possible to leave it 
up to them alone to uphold 
the law. What is to be 
done? One step that citi
zens are forced to take is 
to purchase their own arms 
(a pistol sells for about 
YR.4000, and a klashne- 
kov sells for about 
YR.9000).
The press has addressed 
this problem time and 
again (please refer to box 
on this page), but appar
ently their reports fall on 
deaf ears. In an attempt to 
gauge this problem, 
Yemen Times asked one 
of its reporters to sit at the 
cafe on the inner ring road 
two blocks from the old 
campus of Sanaa Universi
ty. The idea was to ask in
dividuals how secure they 
felt and what they thought 
of the security situation. 
The answers are shocking. 
Somehow, we felt, the an
swers were overly nega
tive. So we thought there 
was a sampling error. 
Yemen Times repeated the 
process with the students 
of Sanaa University (the 
Faculty of Economics and 
Commerce). Again the 
overall results were very 
negative. Finally, we sent 
our man to the Ministry of 
Education for the same 
purpose. Again we came 
up with the same results. 
The main culprit, accord
ing to the answers, is the 
corrupt nature of the sys
tem. "Even the revenge 
system of our tribo-social 

heritage would not have 
evolved in this visible way 
had the justice system 
worked." On this, the peo
ple and the President of the 
Republic agree. He said 
the same thing in his 
speech in Dhamar. His 
words, "If we provide the 
people with a fair and rap
id system of justice, they 
will not need to take the 
law into their hands." So 
he knows what the prob
lem is. Yet it is not upto 
him alone to rectify the sit
uation, it is upto all of us. 
To shed more light on this 
issue, Yemen Times went 
to speak to the mayor of 
Sanaa, Colonel Hussain 
Al-Maswari, "Why are the 
rates of crime and the level 
of violence getting higher 
and higher in Sanaa? And 
what are you doing about 
it?" Answer: "Compared 
to many other capitals, the 
rate of crime and level of 
violence in Sanaa is not 
exceptional. Of course, 
the causes of the crimes 
committed, and the kinds 
of weapons used may be 
different, but this is part of 
the problems of all large 
cities. We are working 
very hard to isolate the 
problem and find effective 
answers, but you should 
not expect miracles." He 
adds, "In the past, I used to 
think the security forces 
could do more. But hav
ing been in this post, I re
alize they are aborting 
many crimes of which you 
don’t hear, because they 
don’t happen. We should 
appreciate the complexity 
and enormity of the prob
lem at hand."
It is very ironic that at a 
time when our society is 
moving towards democra
cy, we witness a higher 
wave of violence on our 
streets. As a prominent 
Yemeni thinker and writer, 
Professor Yusuf Mo
hammed Abdullah, said, 
"Democracy and abiding 
by the law are two sides of 
the same coin. The value 
of democracy lies in the 
fact that people live by the 
law."

What is to be done?
If we investigate the dif
ferent parties involved in 
upholding the law, we find 
that the Ministry of Interi
or and Security holds most 
of the cards. So, we have 
to clean this ministry and 
its affiliated organisations 
- the general directorate 
of security, the general di
rectorate for criminal in

vestigation, the prison au
thority and the police. It 
seems the persons in charge 
of these organizations have 
lost control over their jun
iors and subordinates. It is 
a case of lack of credibility, 
or a case of unwillingness 
on the part of the seniors to 
take stiff measures against 
their juniors so as not to 
alienate them. Whatever 
the case, the top guys are 
unwilling to enter into a 
show-down with their jun
iors, thus they are left on 
their own.
Respect for the law, that 
very basic prerequisite, not 
for a democratic society, 
but for the very survival of 
the system, is getting low 
marks in Yemen.
One of the first steps in this 
regard is to control the flow 
of arms into cities, and to 
impose a strict licensing 
system on those who carry 
firearms in the cities. 
Actually, there already exi
sts a law that forbids indi
viduals from carrying ’fire
arms in cities, what we 
need is better enforcement. 
At the same time, the jus
tice system needs a major 
overhaul. The level of cor
ruption, and the time con
sumed for due process of 
law is unbearable. Major 
improvements in those as
pects will definitely help 
remedy the problem. The 
media, religious leaders, 
orators in the Friday noon 
prayers, teachers and edu
cators can all play a signifi
cant role in raising people's 
awareness of this problem.

REPORTS IN THE YEMENI PRESS 
ON SECURITY PROBLEMS 

IN SANAA

** Al Tagammu’ weekly newspaper (3/6/1991) com
menting on the security deterioration in the capital 
Sana’a, said that an RBG Bazooka was fired at the house 
of Al Qowsi in Beer Al Shaif Zone, last Monday night. 
"The citizens in the neighbourhood were shocked and 
horrified by the explosion," the paper said. The attack
ers fled harmlessly.

** Al Sahwa weekly newspaper (6/6/1991) published 
an interview with Sheikh Yahya Bin Naji al Qowsi, 
Advisor of Dhamar Governorate, who explained that the 
incident took place while he was watching the nine 
o'clock news. He said he was alone with his family in 
the house at the time of the explosion. Al-Sahwa went 
to great length to indicate that this is not the first viola
tion of peace and security in Yemeni cities, specially the 
capital, Sanaa.

** Al-Mustaqbal weekly newspaper (9/6/1991) devoted 
its editorial to the problems facing the Yemeni govern
ment, the most pressing of which is the "deteriorating se
curity conditions". It urged the government to give un
contested priority to issues relating to security and 
stability. The paper said, "Undoubtedly, the govern
ment's ability to initiate practical steps to maintain peace 
and stability will constitute a clearcut proof that it can 
responsibly dispense of all its other duties."

** Al-Thawry weekly newspaper (6/6/1991) lamented 
the government's relaxed attitude in combating those 
who break the law. In a long feature on the need for 
more security measures, the paper pointed to the rising 
number of incidents which involve firearms. It is neces
sary to bring these law-breakers under control, and to 
make the citizens feel they are safe, the paper said.

** Al-Ayyam weekly newspaper (3/6/1991) insisted on 
the need to make the law above every individual irre
spective of his/her status. It indicated that the credibility 
of the state is at stake in such matters. If it is perceived 
that the state's apparatus cannot reach out to bring cer
tain individuals and groups to the law, then this will 
damage the government's reputation, it said.
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THE IMPORT DUTY (CUSTOMS) LAW: Part II
Chapter Four: 

Limitations and
Prohibitions

Article (23):
All goods entering/exiting 
the Republic have to be 
presented to the relevant 
Customs office (closest to 
the border crossing point) 
according to a proper man
ifest. The Chairman of the 
Customs Authority may as
sign a certain customs of
fice to attend to certain 
goods and commodities.

Article (24):
Vessels carrying any goods 
are forbidden to dock on 
any part of the Yemeni 
shoreline except at harbors 
designated for such purpos
es; unless such docking is 
due to dire circumstances 
and emergency situations 
or if called for by the su
preme interests of the 
country, in which case the 
nearest customs office (or 
the nearest police office if 
there are no customs of
fice) must be notified with
out delay.

Article (25):
Vessels of less than 200 
tons capacity are forbidden 
within the customs zone of 
Yemen to carry constrained 

goods published in the of
ficial gazette, to carry for
bidden goods, or goods 
with high tariff rates, or 
specifically forbidden 
goods mentioned in article 
one of this law.

Article (26):
Vessels of less than 200 
tons capacity carrying 
goods enumerated in arti
cle (25) are forbidden to 
enter, roam around, or 
change directions in the 
customs zone, except in 
dire circumstances and 
emergencies, in which case 
the captain must notify the 
nearest customs office or 
any other government 
agency, and to report with
out delay such events to 
the customs department in
dicating the government 
agency notified thereof.

Article (27):
All planes are forbidden to 
cross the Yemeni airspace 
except at designated points 
or to land/take off at air
ports where there is no 
customs office except in 
dire circumstances and 
emergency situations, in 
which case the pilot must 
notify the nearest customs 
office or any other govern
ment agency, and to report 
without delay such events 

to the customs department 
indicating the agency noti
fied thereof.

Article (28):
Goods whose trade is for
bidden may not be quaran
tined if declared/presented 
to the customs officials ac
curately. Such forbidden 
goods, if intended for im
port, are sent back out of 
the country, and if intended 
for export, are sent back 
into the country. If a special 
permit is obtained for such 
goods, then formalities are 
processed following settle
ment of any dues. The cus
toms authorities are obliged 
to demand the full set of 
documents before process
ing any import/export for
malities.

Article (29):
All foreign-made goods 
which carry trade marks or 
emblems which intend to 
give the impression they are 
locally-made are forbidden 
from entry into and/or exit 
from the Republic. This 
also applies to goods pend
ing tariff settlement speci
fied in chapter eight. Also 
forbidden from entry/exit 
all goods made locally but 
which carry trade marks or 
emblems which intend to 
give the impression they are 

made outside the country.

Article (30):
All goods which do not 
satisfy the conditions stip
ulated in the laws protect
ing ownership (patents) 
and origin, unless a specif
ic waiver is obtained from 
the relevant authorities, af
ter confirmation that the 
need for such protection 
does not exist. This also 
applies to goods pending 
tariff settlement stipulated 
in chapter eight.

Article (31):
The chairman of the cus
toms department may issue 
orders regarding packaging 
requirements of certain 
goods, provided a three
month prior notice is given 
for such requirements.

Chapter Five:
SPECIFICATIONS OF 

GOODS:
Origin, Source, Kind, 

Value of Goods:

Article (32):
The Origin of a commodity 
is the country in which it is 
produced, and the Source 
is the country from which 
it is directly imported.

Article (33):
Imported goods have to 

have a certificate of origin. 
The procedures of such 
certification is stipulated 
by a decision from the Rel
evant Minister, which also 
stipulates the cases which 
do not need certificates of 
origin.

Article (34):
A commodity which is im
ported from a country oth
er than the country of ori
gin, and in which it is 
consumed, is subject the 
higher tariff of either the 
country of origin or coun
try of source.

Article (35):
A- Reciprocity and bonded 
commodities regulations 
which are not mentioned 
in the tariff schedule are 
by a decision from the 
chairman of the authority 
and in accordance with the 
said tariff schedule. Such 
decisions have to be pub
lished in the official ga
zette.
B- While observing the in
terpretations of tariffs is
sued by the Arab League, 
the chairman of the author
ity issues additional inter
pretations, their conditions 
of implementations, and 
their dates of expiry, all of 
which must be published 
in the official gazette.
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TAKING STOCK OF YEMEN'S MINERAL POTENTIAL
A. Background:
Oil and other minerals rep
resent to many Yemenis 
the means to economic sal
vation for the country. 
Part of this attitude is that 
Yemenis have witnessed 
first-hand what riches *oil 
has brought to the neigh
boring countries. It should 
do the same to Yemen! 
Official government policy 
places great importance on 
other sectors of the econo
my, notably agriculture.
Yet, deep underneath, 
there is the hope that 
Yemen would not be 
forced to develop the hard 
way - through hard work in 
the traditional sectors. 
Hence, the psychological 
and economic significance 
of oil, and by extension, 
the other minerals.
What is the story of miner
al exploitation in Yemen? 
Although the early efforts 
go back deep into history, 
yet the effective part of it 
goes back to less than a 
decade. In a way it began 
ten years ago when the Ye
meni government signed 
an agreement with Hunt 
Oil to establish the Yemen 
Hunt Oil Company 
(YHOC). Over the last ten

years, the story has been 
evolving rather rapidly.
B. YHOC
Yemen Hunt Oil Compa
ny, with its Marib conces
sion is the only producer of 
oil in Yemen today. Its 
daily output vacillates 
around the 200,000 barrels 
mark from its current con
cession of 8,445 sq. kms. 
The discovery was made in 
1984, and production start
ed in 1987. Total proven 
recoverable reserves in this 
field is estimated at around 
one billion barrels. The 
capacity of the existing 
Central Processing Unit at 
Alif Field is about 200,000 
barrels, which is going to 
increase once the new gas- 
treatment plant at As'ad al- 
Kamil Field comes into op
eration in September 1992. 
In an interview with 
George Slaughter, Vice 
President and General 
Manager, and Donald Ro
billard, jr, Assistant Gener
al Manager, Yemen Times 
learnt that YHOC is inter
ested in new concessions. 
Mr. Slaughter said that his 
company had communicat
ed interest to the Yemeni 
government His final re
marks, "I think the poten

YHOC's George Slaughter

tial for this country to pro
duce large quantities of oil 
is very good.”

C. New Concessions:
Recently, but specially in 
1990, Yemen signed sever
al production sharing 
agreements according to 
which many parts of the 
country have been par
celled out to oil compa
nies. (Refer to map.) 
Most of the agreements 
have the same features al
though in varying degrees.
These include:
1) Exploration Obligations: 
The agreements incorpo
rate a minimum explora
tion obligation in the first 
phase which includes: 
a) expenditure amount:

The minimum amount has 
been US$12 million.
b) seismic lines:
The minimum area of seis
mic work is 1000kms. 
c) drilling wells:
The minimum number of 
wells varies according to

the concession area, but 
varies between 1-4 wells. 
2) Financial Arrangements 
a) Royalty:
A minimum of 10% for 
small quantities of produc
tion and rising with higher 
quantities.
b) Tax:
A three percent tax is le
vied on total exploration 
expenditures.
c) Cost Recovery:
Between 20-30% of the 
crude produced is set aside 
for cost recovery. Operat
ing costs are recovered at 
the rate of 100% annually.
d) The balance of the crude 
produced is subject to a 
sharing arrangement which 
yields a minimum of 72%

Continues on page 7

Canadian OXY's Umberto Brovedani
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Cont'd from p. 6: Taking Stock of Yemen’s Mineral Potential
to the government. The 
percentage changes ac
cording to the volume of 
production.
e) Bonuses:
The financial arrangements 
also include a variety of 
signature, information, and 
production bonuses. •

D. 1991 News:
The results that have been 
coming out recently have 
been very promising. Start
ing with the Yemen Explo
ration and Production 
Company (a joint venture 
between YHOC and Exxon 
Yemen), the Raydan field

ELF’s Michel Eyssautier

has already been declared 
commercial. By the end of 
1991, output from this 
field could range between 
42,000-56,000 barrels a 
day. Additional explora
tion is underway in the 
north and south of the oil 
wells in Marib. Canadian 
Occidental Offshore Inter
national Limited, a wholly-

owned subsidiary of Ca
nadian Occidental Petrole
um Ltd and its partners 
Consolidated Contractors 
International Company 
and Pecten Yemen Com
pany has struck oil in its 
Maseela concession. On 
15/5/1991, the company 
drilled its fourth well, 
again oil flowed out. Its fi
rst well, Sunah 1, was 
cased and evaluation tests 
conducted. A drillstem 
test on an interval between 
1702 and 1708 meters 
deep flowed 30 API gravi
ty crude oil to within 330 
meters of the surface. The

second well, a cased hole 
drillstem test on an inter
val between 2683 and 
2694 meters deep flowed 
36 API gravity crude oil 
over a twelve hour period 
at an estimated rate of 
3767 barrels of oil per day 
on a 7/8 inch choke with 
flowing tubing pressure 
of 378 psi. According to

Umberto Brovedani, Vice 
President and General 
Manager of COOIL, the 
company will carry out ex
ploration, helicopter- 
supported seismic work, 
and well drilling as long as 
results warrant and upto 
March 1993. For this pur
pose, the company is bring
ing in two more drilling 
rigs. Another Canadian 
company looking for oil in 
the eastern provinces of 
Yemen is PETRO
CANADA. Petrocanada, 
in partnership with Mur
phy, Canam, Anadarco, and 
Sun signed on April 2, 
1990 a three-year conces
sion covering 12000 square 
kms in the Habrut area, al
most touching on the Oma
ni border. ELF Aquitaine 
of France also has a remote 
area concession. Its 48000 
sq. kms. concession covers 
most of Yemen’s share of 
the Rub Al-Khali desert in 
an area known as Sirr Ha
zar. Some border difficul
ties have already forced the 
this company to work on a 
stop-and-go basis. Another 
French company, TOTAL 
has been in the happy situa
tion of seeing its neighbors, 
east and west, strike oil 
while it struck out. It is 
hopeful however, that with 
its new acquisition in the 
Jannah zone, it will find 
some interesting results.. 
The Jannah field conces
sion is shared by Hunt/ 
Exxon (37.5%), Kufpec of

Kuwait (25%), Machino- 
export and Zarughgeologia 
of the USSR (18.75%), 
and TOTAL which is the 
operator (18.75%).
BP has also been working

BP’s Michael Whittall

on its three concessions - 
two blocks in Shabwa and 
the Antufash concession in 
the northern Red Sea. 
According to Michael 
Whittall, BP’s General 
Manager in Yemen, the 
company is going to sink 
its first well before the end 
of 1991. He says, ”We 
are optimistic given the 
steady flow of good news 
from all around. We are 
also very satisfied with the 
cooperation we get from 
the Yemeni authorities.” 
The list of companies that 
joined the exploration 
band wagon is long. It in
cludes Sun Oil, Strake, 
Crescent, Shell, Occiden
tal, etc.

Also Japanese companies 
have joined in, such as C. 
Itoh, Nissho Iwai, and Se- 
kiyu Kaihatsu. Other com
panies from the region are 
also represented. How does

it all look? It looks very 
good, according to oil ana
lysts. Slaughter thinks al
though a bit optimistic, by 
the year 2000 Yemen may 
produce two million barrels 
a day of crude oil. The pic
ture with mineral exploita
tion is as promising. The 
Government already has re
ceived an application (from 
Cluff Resources plc) seek
ing a concession to explore 
and exploit minerals. The 
IDA (World Bank) is helping 
out with studies to build gas 
pipelines in an attempt to 
use the enormous volumes 
of associated and unasso
ciated gas. All in all, the 
future looks very bright.
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If we forgave as much 
as we forgot, the world 
would be a better place to 
live.

* * *
Habit makes a good 

servant, but a bad master.* * *
Mothers were created 

because God could not be 
everywhere.

♦ * *

Hard times test the 
depth of our integrity. * * *

Those with the sharp
est tongues often have 
the swiftest feet.* * *

There is only one se
cret to gaining wealth: 
Spend less than you get.* * *

People who grumble 
most about the success of 
others are often the busi
est at taking life easy.* * *

In the school of self
interest. politicians make 
the best students.* * *

Would You 
Believe.....

The experts say that 
American men are twice 
as likely to die in acci
dents as women.* * *

Mozart wrote the op
era “Don Giovanni” in 
one day. * * *

Ostriches have been 
known to weigh as much 
as 300 pounds.* * *

Every year, a town in 
Oklahoma hosts a nation
al championship to see 
who can throw a cow chip 
the farthest.* * *

Everybody knows that 
Samuel Morse invented 
the telegraph, but people 
of his time probably knew 
him better for his artistic 
abilities as a painter.* * *

If it weren’t for an elab
orate system of berms 
and pumps. New Orleans 
would be underwater all 
the time. * * *

On average, nearly 
1,000 people move to the 
state of Florida each and 
every day.

* * *
Tableclothes were orig

inally designed to serve as 
napkins. The diner sim
ply slipped the material 
over his lap.

* * *

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Things start off with a romantic jolt. 
Luck centers on money from relatives.

Aries (March 21-April 19) You give a virtuoso 
performance. Job remains main topic, you may get a 
new one.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Face a hard, cold fact 
and abandon an idea that has lost it’s glitter. Set goals.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Seek out quality. Get 
away from undisciplined pals who are a bad influence.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Excitement from fi
nancial matters and good news about a vacation.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You clever people need to 
vary your repertoire to keep a lover.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You don’t usually de
pend upon luck, but it comes in handy this week.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Associates and old 
friends show loyalty ... finally. Opportunities come 
through.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) A week of adventures. 
Simplify your life to take advantages of spontaneous 
opportunities.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Traditions need 
to be updated. A relative may not take your advice as 
seriously as they should.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You are right to 
have reservations about a plum assignment or offer. 
Wait.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Others are saying all 
the right things, but are not following through. Avoid 
obligations.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) By showing genuine 
affections, you re-attract an old love. Lost items are 
recovered.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE

Undoubtedly, the occupied territo
ry has just become a bloodshed 
zone owing to the inhuman activi
ties of the Zionist forces which oc
cupied it forty three years ago. 
They have committed an outrage 
on the Palestine people who dedi
cated themselves to the liberation 
of Palestine. Their human rights 
are violated daily. The Arab 
World watches them wounded and 
massacred as if it is a folklore 
dance in festivals! It is as though 
this matter does not concern any
body! Isn't this stunning? Who is 
going to free Al Aqsa? In fact, 
Moslems are aware of the basic 
principles of the law of nations 
and the rules of procedure. It 
states that every nation has the 
right to self determination. It must 
be enjoyed by all. Of course, this 
has been brought to light in the In
ternational Convention on Human 
Rights which is sponsored by the 
U.N. Security Council. It is a 
broad based action that must be 
applied. The clauses of the U.N. 
Charter must be effectively ob
served. In conformity with the 
new world order and social jus
tice, the treaty of the United Na
tions Organization is to be carried 
out in such a way that all peoples 
are able to exercise their rights. 
Therefore, the U.N. Security 
Council must implement the pro
visions concerning the Palestinian 
issue and the many others that 
have been broken, specially in the 
Hom of Africa (Somalia, Sudan 
and Ethiopia). The law must be 
applied in all cases using one 
yardstick and it could be done. 
Even though the U.N. General As
sembly is trying to do its best, the 
real power lies in the UN Security 
Council which is today controlled 
by the USA, the patron of Israel. 
Thus, the Zionists do not give up 
their plan to establish new reset
tlements in the occupied territory. 
Now, thousands of the Arab citi
zens are brutally ousted from their 
homes every day. On 25th Sep
tember, 1971, the Security Coun
cil called upon Israel to abandon 
all efforts which aim at the Judai
ziation of status of Al-Quds 
(Jerusalem).
On 15th September, 1982, Leonid 
Brezhnev proposed a plan which 
could be easily fulfilled with the 
help of the United Nations. The 
plan includes the following items:

1. Territorial integrity. This item 
urges Israelis to withdraw from all 
the territories occupied in 1967.
2. The right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination and 
the establishment of an indepen
dent state

3. Return of the eastern part of Al- 
Quds which the Israelis captured in 
1967.

4. Stopping the war of attrition in the 
Middle East, and to end all the other 
problems in the region.

5. All countries in the region must 
obtain a permanent peace and the 
right to full freedom and to develop 
their economies.

6. International Security, and peace
ful co-existence must be attained.

7. No interference in the internal af
fairs of the country.

Such being the case, after the end of 
the war in the Gulf, the U.S. Secre
tary of State, Mr James Baker, ar
rived in the Middle East four times 
to solve the Arab-Israel problem. As 
a matter of fact, got stuck with Israeli 
obstinacy and he was desperate to 
the end! Although he tried to do his 
best, Mr Baker went back home with 
no results because of the Zionists' 
refusal of his final peace proposals. 
He could not do anything about the 
situation. The Israeli ring leaders, in
stead of being law abiding, they de
fied the latest plan of their benefac
tor. It seems as if Israelis got better 
of the laws! The law of nations is 
broken time and again by Israel! 
Where is the UN? Where are the 
Human Rights? Where is American 
impartiality? Where is the new 
World Order which the Americans 
are preaching? It seems as though the 
Jewish strongmen are winning now 
in the Game of Nations. To prove 
this, they are constructing houses in 
the occupied territory more than 
ever, even while the U.S. foreign 
minister was holding peace meetings 
in the Middle East. Who is to blame 
them? They can get away with any
thing? The Bush administration con
demned the new relentless settlement 
programs and the barbaric actions of 
the Israeli armed forces against the 
unarmed Palestinian civilians. But 
what good are American verbal con
demnations while at the same time, 
American money is building those 
settlements, and American weapons 
are killing the Palestinian civilians. 
The cardinal virtue in the life of a 
Palestinian has become martyrdom.
Sooner or later, if the new world or
der does not rectify this injustice, 
there will be a supreme Islamic order 
which will persuade the Zionists to 
abdicate their resettlement programs. 
And this will not be done in a nice 
way. Mark these words.

Mohamed Ali Shidle Afgoie,
Teacher,
Tariq Bin Ziyad Institute,
Taiz

The Sanaa Sheraton 
letter

COME TO THE 
"CAR PARK"

The Sanaa Sheraton manage
ment announced the resump
tion of the Car Park every 
Sunday evening. This is a spe
cial open-air dinner by the 
pool-side.
According to a Sheraton flyer, 
it all started in Singapore 
where what was an actual 
"Car Park”, during the day 
time, became the most talked 
about eating place in Singa
pore during the evenings. 
Each evening, the vendors 
would bring our their stalls, 
tables and chairs in the ’’Car 
Park” and sell their culinary 
arts until dawn, when the 
’’Car Park” became just a 
car park.
Now you can enjoy the gaiety 
of the of the Far East and 
choose your favorite dishes 
from amongst food stalls of al
most every country in the re
gion right here at Sheraton 
Sanaa every Sunday starting 
from 7:30.

Why Do We Need 
Examinations

Exams in Yemen are merely a joke. 
At best, they are part of a meaning
less ritual. Students openly cheat 
and nobody cares. The Ministry of 
Education is oblivious, the teachers 
care only about their salary, and the 
students and their parents want 
good grades, irrespective of their 
abilities and knowledge. So I ask 
the question, "Why do our students 
need to sit for exams?" We can 
mail their certificates to them. Ex
ams cost a lot of time and money, 
and the government would do well 
to save on both counts.
What will the future generation 

look like? This is an important 
question that we should ask our
selves again and again. It seems 
that the future generation will be 
disappointing. We want our coun
try to flourish, and the only way 
this can happen is to make our chil
dren study hard, and appreciate the 
value of knowledge and hard work.
If, from their childhood, they find 

they can get whatever they want 
without earning it, how will they 
behave as they grow. God have 
mercy on this country.

Nagat Nouman El Duais, 
Teacher,
Khowlah Bin Al-Azwar School
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CULTURAL NEWS 
BRIEFS:

In a circular sent to the tour operators and travel 
agents, the Vice Minister of Culture and Tourism, Mr. 
Mohammed Saeed Zafer, indicated that tourists and trav
ellers within Yemen no longer require a special permit to 
travel from one part to another. The Vice Minister point
ed out that arrangements have been worked out with the 
relevant authorities, notably the Security department, to
wards this end. -
This decision comes as additional step towards democrat
ization and liberalization of the system in the Republic of 
Yemen, which has witnessed a consistent drive towards 
less controls over people’s lives.

A major cultural and intellectual symposium is 
being organized by the Nahdha Yemeni Movement under 
the theme of "Pluralism in Islam". The symposium will 
dicuss the concept of pluralism in Islamic theology and 
its potential application in the multi-party political sys
tem presently evolving in yemen. Speaking in this sym
posium are representative of all the religious parties and 
political thoughts in Yemen. Notable among them are 
Mr. Abdul-Wahhab Al-Anisi of the Yemeni Congrega
tion for Reform = the Islah), Mr. Ibrahim Al-Wazeer 
(Islamic Labor Party) , Mr. Abdul-Rahman Al-Jafri 
(Rabitat Abna’ Al-Yemen), Dr. Ahmed Sharaf-Eddeen 
(Hizb Al-Haq), Mr. Faris Al-Saqqaf (Nahdhah Move
ment).
The symposium will take place at the College of Eco
nomics and Commerce (Auditorium B) starting at 9:30 
am on Thursday June 13th, 1991.

The first major investment in the Aden Free Zone 
has finally taken place. Agreement was signed this week 
at the Ministry of Housing and Urban Planning according 
to which the land area alloted for the construction of the 
Al-Areesh Oasis Housing Complex located at the Abyan 
coastal stretch. The construction of 1000 apartments, 200 
villas, and 120 workshops, alongwith a shopping center, a 
clinic, a day-care center, a park with a water fountain, a 
mosque, and all the other facilities and utilities (paved 
roads, electric supply, water and drainage system, etc.) 
will take roughly two years. The investor is Pan Gulf, a 
group of entrepreneurs led by Ghazi Abdulaziz Alwan. 
Mr. Alwan told the Yemen Times that work will start 
right away and added, ’’We have confidence in the sys
tem, in the future of Aden, and in the viability of the pro
ject" He also indicated that marketing of the flats and vil
las has already started.

The Republic of Yemen faces a unique problem. In 
the regions of Almaharah and Socotra, the people speak 
today varieties and dialects of the ancient Himyaritic and 
Sabaean languages. Of course, they also use the present
day Arabic that we other Yemenis use. But the people of 
Almaharah and Socotra speak at home and in their private 
gatherings the old Yemeni language, which time has not 
yet eradicated. So what do we do about this situation? 
The question is, "Should we try to preserve this language 
which faces definite extinction in a generation or two? 
And how do we do that? Or should we simply install 
schools that teach present-day Arabic and leave the an
cient language to its fate - ultimate extinction?" 
The government has no specific policy vis-a-vis this mat
ter. This ancient language, which is also spoken in parts 
of Dhofar in the Sultanate of Oman, is part of this re
gion’s heritage. We as Yemenis and as human beings, 
have a duty to somehow protect this language from total 
extinction. We have to initiate a policy that will ensure 
the continuation of this language. Yet, the scarcity of re
sources, and the demands such a policy would put on the 
country may not be bearable. Maybe, it is not our concern 
alone, this issue concerns all of humanity; in which case, 
an international mobilization campaign could be initiated 
to save this ancient language. This issue needs our imme
diate attention.

ARABIA ANTIQUA:
A NEW FIELD OF STUDY

SPECIAL TO THE 
YEMEN TIMES

The first international con
ference on the conserva
tion and enhancement of 
the archaeological heritage 
of the Arabian Peninsula 
was held in Rome during 
May 27th - June 1st, 1991. 
The conference was an ini
tiative on an 
international 
level, dedi
cated to re
considering 
current 
problems re
garding the 
cultural past 
of the 
Arabian Pe
ninsula. It 
was orga
nized by the 
Instituto 
Italiano per 
il Medio ed 
Estremo 
Oriente 
(ISMEO) in 
collaborati
on with the
Direzione Generale per la 
Cooperazione allo Svilup- 
po of the Italian Foreign 
Ministry.
The conference, which was 
held at the Palazzo Barbe
rini in Rome, was inaugu
rated by H.E. Giulio 
Andreotti, Italian Prime 
Minister. The opening ses
sion was devoted to the 
general framework of the 
conference. Following the 
inauguration speech of Mr. 
Andreotti, the dean of Ital
ian orientalists, Francesco 
Gabrieli, who also presided 
the session, the represeta
tive of the Foreign Mini
stry, the chairman of the 
steering committee, and 
the president of ISMEO 
gave their speeches.
Then the conference was 
divided into seven sympo
sia in which a total of 150 
participants from sixteen 
countries participated, 
from among which six 
were countries of the 
Arabian peninsula. The 
themes of the seven sym
posia were:

1) Origin and Specialized 
Development of Early Hol
ocene Adaptations in the 
Arabian Peninsula: 6000-

2000 BC.
2) Protohistoric Countries 
in Eastern Arabia.
3) Early Origins of South 
Arabian States.
4) The Mineral Wealth of 
Ancient Arabia.
5) Funerary Practices in 
Arabia.
6) Hellenistic Centers 
around Arabia: Interac

tions and Oriental Tradi
tions.
7) Trade and Cultural Re
lations between the Medi
terranean and Southern 
Arabia in Late Antiquity.
The Republic of Yemen 
was represented by Dr. 
Yusuf M. Abdulla, Vice 
President of the General 
Organization of Antiquities, 
Manuscripts and Museums 
(GOAMM) who delivered 
the speech of Yemen, and 
presented a paper on the 
ancient archaeological 
sites in Markha (which 
was the capital of Awsan). 
The paper also touched on 
the country's ancient heri
tage as a major tourist in
terest. Dr. Abdulla also 
co-chaired the first general 
meeting of the conference

(along with F. Gabrieli).
In a special evaluation of 
the conference, Dr. 
Abdulla told Yemen 
Times that the conference 
was successful. "At the 
end of the conference, a 
charter was drafted for a 
new scientific society 
called "The International 
Society for Arabia

Antiqua," he said. The 
main aim of the society is 
to promote scholarship 
and research in Arabia in 
the field of archaeology.
It also calls for coopera
tion between the archaeol
ogists in Europe and 
Arabia.
The conference was re
sponsible for finally im
planting the legitimacy of 
a new science in archaeol
ogy called "Arabia 
Antiqua". Thus, students 
from now on may study 
Egyptology, Indology, 
Turkology, Classical 
Archaeology, Ancient 
Near East Archaeology, or 
Arabia Antiqua; i.e., 
Archaeology of the 
Arabian Peninsula.

OFFICIAL ENGLISH TEXT OF 
CONSTITUTION AVAILABLE

YEMEN TIMES is publishing the officially ap
proved English text of the Constitution. This will be 
available for US$ 35 per copy starting from 17/06/ 
1991. As the quantity under print is limited, orders 
will be met on a first come first serve basis. Interest
ed parties are kindly requested to mail/fax their or
ders specifying the number of copies they require. 
Unfortunately no orders can be taken by telephone.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 2579, Sana'a;
Fax: 236434.
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Background:

The Husainiyyah Annual 
Sports Festivals have been 
transformed into a major 
national yearly event in 
Yemen. The festivities are 
named after the town in 
which they are held, Al- 
Husainiyyah, which lies 
about halfway between 
Zabid and Bait Al-Faqeeh 
on the Tihama coastal strip. 
This year's festivities, the 
fourth in a row, were held 
on Saturday June 8th, 
1991. The occasion was at
tended by General Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, Chairman 
of the Presidential Council, 
Prime Minister Haider 
Abubakar Al-Attas, the 
Ministers of Youth and 
Sports, Culture and Tour
ism, and the Governor of 
Hodeidah Province, in ad
dition to many other offi
cials and thousands of citi
zens. It was co-organized 
by the Governorate of 
Aden (assisted by several 
local organizations), and 
the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports.

The Main Events:

1. Camel Racing:
One of the traditional 
sports in Yemen is camel 
racing. There were two rac
es, the 800-meter race, and

the 1000-meter race in 
which a total of ninety six 
camels participated. This 
was the most fascinating 
part of the festivities as 
the camels were made to 
perform many hard tricks, 
specially knee-walking. 
The riders exhibited good 
control over the camels as 
they saluted the audience 
as they marched by.

2. Horse Racing:
Horse racing is another 
traditional sport in the 
Yemeni countryside. In 
the festivities, there were 
three races, the 600-meter 
race, the 1000-meter race, 
and the 1400-meter race. 
A total of 124 horses par
ticipated in the races. The 
tribesmen showed ad
vanced skills on their 
horses as they performed 
acrobatic movements 
while the horses gallopped 
at high speed.

3. Gymnastics and 
Acrobatics:
Six teams from various 
parts of the country partic
ipated in these games. The 
winner of the gold medal 
was the Acrobatic Team 
of Aden. The various 
skills in body-control im
pressed the audience 
which cheered the young 
and old athletes alike.

4. Disc Throwing:
Eight sportsmen competed 
in this event. Although 
relatively under-deve
loped, this game is grow
ing in popularity among 
the younger generation.

5. Spear Throwing:
Twelve competitors en
tered this game. The orga
nizers say they expect 
more participation in this 
game next year.

6. Relay Racing:
Six teams from different 
parts of the country partic
ipated in this four-man re
lay race. The winning 
team was the Husainiyyah 
(A) team.

7. Racing:
The 100-meter race was 
one of the popular events. 
It also witnessed the fier
cest competition in the 
festivities.

8. Camel Jumping:
A traditional Tihama sport 
is jumping over a camel 
(more than 2.5 meters). - 
To add to the complicat
lions of the game, there 
were four levels of camel

jumping. Jumping over 
one, two, three and finally, 
four camels. The athlete 
has to jump way high up, 
and across to cover the 
four camels lined side by 
side.
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The Yemeni Socialist Par
ty held its general congress 
on Saturday June 8th, 1991. 
This meeting was impor
tant because:
1) This congress represents 
the beginning of the party's 
doctrinal re-orientation
2) This congress sanctions 
the party's new "Political 
Program" and the by-laws.
3) This congress is the first 
general meeting of the Ye
meni Socialist Party fol
lowing the unification of 
the country.
Over the last six months, 
the party ideologues did 
quite a bit of soul-searching 
and feeling out to deter
mine the proper place of 
the party in the country's 
political scene, and to find 
out what the aspirations of 
the Yemeni people are.

They think they have 
come up with something. 
The party secretariat print
ed a 62-page proposal on 
the new political program, 
and a 31-page proposal on 
the by-laws.
In a long inauguration 
speech, Ali Salem Al- 
Beedh, Vice President and 
Secretary-General of the 
party, explained the need 
for change, and the need 
for a strong feedback and 
participation from the 
members. He explained the 
new ideological base of the 
party. "These documents 
are the fruits of our long 
struggle, and they are based 
on a series of reviews of 
the theoretical and practical 
underpinnings of our party. 
We intend to overcome any 
form of intellectual stagna
tion," he said.
It is true, a quick review of 
the documents indicates a

radical departure from any 
left-wing tendencies. The 
new tenets of the party are 
the following:

- To struggle for the sove
reignty of the nation, to 
protect national unity, op
pose secessionism, sectari
anism, localism, and paro
chialism and any other 
factors which might tear 
down the unity of the na
tion and people.
- To work for the achieve
ment of a comprehensive 
and balanced socio
economic development, 
and for the construction of 
modern national economy. 
- To draw from the teach
ings, values and morals of 
our Islamic Faith all the 
constituents of our struggle 
to help the weak, and to 
achieve justice and equali
ty, and to urge towards 
knowledge and work, and 
to confront oppression and 
tyranny. All this is to be 
achieved by our strict ad
herence to the Islamic faith 
and its sublime founda
tions and objectives as Is
lam is a force for progress, 
brotherhood and equality.
- To solidly stand by dem
ocratic values in the organ
ization of political life in 
the country, and to adopt

such values in its internal 
structure and to direct its 
activities and behavior of 
its members and apparatus 
at the high and low levels. 
- To depend on a social 
base composed of all the 
Yemeni people who have 
an interest in the mainte
nance and consolidation of 
the Yemeni Republic, and 
in the construction of a 
modern democratic state, 
and in the achievement of 
democratic national 
progress.
- To draw its policies ob
jectives, and positions 
from an analytic study of 
the facts and evidences by 
using scientific methods. 
And to draw from the heri
tage of civilization and 
struggle of the Yemeni 
people, and the achieve
ments of the Arabo- 
Islamic and human civili
zations in the fight for 
building a better future for 
our Yemeni people.
- To struggle for consoli
dating the ties of Arab sol
idarity and to support the 
struggle of the Arab peo
ples in achieving Arab 
democratic unity.
- To support the struggle 
of peoples all over the 
world for peace, democ
racy, and progress.

The
COMPUTER CORNER

by Dr. Abdul-Raheem As-Salwi

BUYING YOUR COMPUTER

PERSONAL
COMPUTERS : 

THE DECISION 
TO ACQUIRE A 

SYSTEM
1. WHICH COMPUTER 

TO BUY?

The decision to purchase 
any microcomputer sys
tem will be based on sev
eral factors such as need, 
price, improving efficien
cy, the ability to perform 
tasks not previously possi
ble, the possibility of do
ing several functions with 
one system such as: the 
ability to run both Arabic 
and English programs, ex
pandability and whether it 
has the maximum and the 
cheapest installed soft
ware base. Building an ec
onomically priced person
al computer system with 
maximum flexibility in 
terms of software which 
can be run and the peri
pheral devices which can 
be attached is of great im
portance. In the early 
1980's three main types of 
personal computer sys
tems dominated the mar
ket: Apple, CP/M, and 
Tandy (Radio Shack). In 
those days, to get the most 
for your money, one of 
those kinds of systems 
would be purchased since 
they had the greatest in
stalled base of hardware, 
the largest array of peri
pheral devices, and the 
greatest choice of soft
ware. However, in 1981 
with the introduction of 
the IBM PC using Micro
soft's MS DOS operating 
system the entire industry 
changed directions in just 
a matter of a few years. 
IBM learned from the suc
cesses and failures of the 
personal computer indus
try and built an open ar
chitecture system which 
encouraged third party 
software and hardware 
producers to become in
volved. They even pub
lished the Technical Ref
erence Manual to assist 
developers in producing 
compatible hardware and 
software. No matter what 
brand of equipment is 
eventually purchased, sev
eral factors play an impor
tant role in maximizing 
system flexibility.

DOS COMMAND TIPS

CHDIR or CD is an IN
TERNAL DOS 
COMMAND

CHDIR or CD: changes 
the current directory or 
displays the current direc
tory path.
FORMAT: CHDIR or CD 
[d:][path]
REMARKS:
d: = the drive letter. If 
omitted the default drive is 
assumed.
path= the directory path of 
the directory to be made 
current. If a path is not 
specified, the current path 
will be displayed. DOS 
looks in the current direc
tory to find files specified 
in a command if the direc
tory path is not specified 
in the command.

EXAMPLE 1: Change the 
current directory on the 
default drive to the root di
rectory: CHDIR\or CD\ 
EXAMPLE 2: Change the 
current directory on the C 
drive to the BUDGET di
rectory. BUDGET is a 
subdirectory of the root di
rectory:
CHDIR C:\BUDGET
EXAMPLE 3: Change the 
current directory on the 
default drive to the DATA 
directory. DATA is a sub
directory of the BUDGET 
directory. BUDGET is a 
subdirectory of the root di
rectory.
CD\BUDGET\DATA 
EXAMPLE 4: If the cur
rent directory path is 
\BUDGET and you want 
to make DATA, which is a 
subdirectory of BUDGET, 
the current directory, you 
need specify only the 
DATA subdirectory: CD 
DATA

COMPUTER JARGON 
Chaining Commands: The 
DOS feature called 
"piping" lets you chain 
commands or programs to
gether with automatic red
irection of input and out
put. The output of the first 
command is used as the 
input to the chained com
mand. The " " is used to 
specify chaining. For ex
ample, to produce a direc
tory list sorted by file
name, the SORT 
command is chained to the 
DIR.
EXAMPLE: DIR SORT

NOTE: When the above 
command is executed, the 
directory list produced by 
DIR is passed as input to 
SORT which sorts the data 
and displays it.


