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OUR VIEWPOINT
Building Academic Traditions 

at Sanaa University
On Sunday evening, it was on television. On 

Monday morning, it became the talk of the town. 
Sanaa University has taken the graduation cere
mony of the second batch of graduates of the Fa
culty of Medicine and Health Sciences to the 
Presidential Palace. The main reason behind car
rying the whole thing to the President’s Office 
was to ensure the personal presence of President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. I was shocked, and as a 
member of the teaching staff of Sanaa University, 
I was humiliated as I sat watching the Sanaa Uni
versity administration break yet one more of the 
basic traditions of academia.

Graduation ceremonies are a symbol and an 
important part of university traditions. The hero 
of the occasion is the graduating lot, not the rec
tor, provost, dean, or even the lecturers. The 
graduation hour is their hour. Thus, relatives, 
friends, and neighbors are invited to share the 
proud moment Other students, specially future 
graduates, attend. It is also an occasion for the 
university to become part of society and the pub
lic at large, as the campus becomes the center of 
action and attraction.

Although it adds to the honor and prestige of 
the occasion to have the head of the state attend 
the celebrations, it is not a necessary condition. 
In light of this, was it wise on the part of the Sa
naa University administration to carry the cele
brations to the president’s office? The answer is a 
definite ”No!”. Many people are asking why the 
university administration wants to involve the 
president of the republic in the occasion. We all 
appreciate that the President of the Republic is 
interested in the progress of all institutions and 
sectors. But the fact that he could not go to the 
university for this occasion is an indication of his 
many other commitments and responsibilities.

My final comment - I call on the Sanaa Uni
versity administration to please observe academic 
traditions and symbols and help build them.

The Publisher

Dr. Al-Iryani:
"We Work for the 
Return of Stability 
to Horn of Africa.”

In a statement to the Yemen Times, Dr. 
Abdul-Kareem Al-Iryani, Foreign Mini
ster, said that Yemen continues to play a 
constructive role in helping achieve the 
return of peace and stability to the Hom 
of Africa. "We have responded favor
ably to the requests of both Ethiopia and 
Somalia in lending a helping hand," he 
said. Asked to give examples, Dr. Iryani 
stated that Yemen supported the peace 
talks held in Djibouti by the leaders of 
the fighting factions in Somalia. As the 
faction leaders needed to travel to many 
locations in Somalia for consultations on 
the reconciliation talks, and since land 
transportation was impossible, Yemen 
provided an antonov plane which for a 
whole week carried the faction leaders 
between Djibouti, Mogadishu, and other 
sites, he said. In a similar way, many of 
the ships that brought humanitarian aid 
to Ethiopia could not unload their cargo 
at Assab. At the request of Ethiopia, the 
Yemeni government has offered to pro
vide a 2200 horse-power tugboat to pull 
the ships into the harbor. "We have also 
informed the Ethiopian authorities that 
the Yemeni government considers all the 
military hardware (vessels, helicopters, 
etc.) that was brought to Yemen to be the 
property of the Ethiopians."
What Dr. Iryani was pointing to is not 
the actual assistance that Yemen pro
vides to its neighbors, for this is minor; 
but the spirit of trust and cooperation that 
exists between the Yemeni leadership 
and the new leaderships in Ethiopia and 
Somalia. Yemen is affected by the deve
lopments in the Hom of Africa, there
fore, it does what it can to help its neigh
bors achieve peace and stability. Accord
ing to Yemen Times sources, the new 
leaderships in Ethiopia and Somalia feel 
comfortable in consulting with the Ye
meni authorities and in asking for coop
eration at one level or another.

YEMEN TO CUT BACK 
SIZE OF ITS ARMY!

"Yemen’s political command decided to re
duce the size of the armed forces with the 
intention of cutting down on expenditures," 
said President Ali Abdulla Saleh in response 
to a question from the French monthly mag
azine "Afraisal". regarding the initiatives on 
elimination of arms of mass destruction in 
the region. President Saleh said that in line 
with democratic principles of Yemen, the 
army will be a national reserve to protect 
our security and provide us with stability 
and peace. In the aftermatch of all the wars, 
President Saleh said, "We see no need for 
any destructive weapons in the region. 
Moreover, we ask for the elimination of 
even the conventional weapons not give any 
excuse for problems or disputes but to main
tain peace and stability in the region." 
Referring to problems in the African Hom, 
President Saleh said, "This situation worries 
us as they happen to be our neighbours. We 
follow closely all the events in Somalia, 
Ethiopia and Sudan and we offer our good 
relations to help resolve these problems.
Speaking about Yemen's relations with 
U.S.A, and France, President Saleh de
scribed the relations as excellent. "We are 
making good progress despite the effect of 
the Gulf crisis." In response to a question 
whether Yemen will ask Saudi Arabia for 
border demarcation, President Saleh 
said, "Having achieved Yemeni unity, we are 
confident to discuss this issue in a climate of 
cordial relations and understanding."
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PERSONAL VIEW

PRIVATIZATION IS 
NOT A MAGIC WAND!

Mohammed A. Al-Nidhari, 
National Institute for 

Administrative Sciences
If a public sector project falters, or even collapses, it 

does not mean that the whole public sector is a failure, 
and therefore it should be done away with. And if a pri
vate sector project succeeds, it does not mean that the 
private sector is inherently a winner which we should 
fall for. If that were the case, it would have been very 
easy to remedy all our economic problems by simply 
privatizing the whole public sector. Success and failure 
are due to many factors, and the kind of ownership
public or private- is only one of those factors. Unfortu
nately, some people try to prove that public 
(government) ownership is a recipe for failure, and they 
contend that private ownership by necessity, brings 
success. We in Yemen have many examples to this 
scenario. There is no one who can deny that an atmos
phere of fair competition and an efficient and effective 
management are the cornerstones to any success. Own
ership patterns are important only in as far as they in
fluence those two cornerstones. In the advanced coun
tries, projects live and die on the basis of their merits 
and demerits, by and large. In the developing countries, 
such as our own (Yemen), projects are not allowed to 
die. If a public sector project falters, it gets direct sup
port from the government If a private sector project 
falters, it gets indirect support from the government. In 
both cases, the project is not allowed to die, and it be
comes a burden on the national treasury. Thus we see 
many projects which should have died long ago, contin
ue to linger on.

We should analyze and study the causes behind the 
success and failure of our projects so as to take the ap
propriate action. Privatization is not a magic word that 
will cure all our problems.

POLITICIANS 
DISCOVER 

HUGARRIAH

Within less than a month, 
the leaders of the three 
largest political parties 
personally went down to 
Hugarriah. President Ali 
Abdulla Saleh, Secretary 
General of the People's 
General Congress (PGC), 
visited Rahidah and held 
extensive talks with the 
Hugarrians, in the pres
ence of one of its natives, 
Abdulaziz Abdulghani, 
Member of the Presiden
tial Council and one of the 
leaders of the PGC. Then 
Vice President Ali Salim 
Al Beedh, Secretary Gen
eral of the Yemeni Social
ist Party (YSP) visited 
Turba. In a major drive to 
create a foothold, the YSP 
quickly established re
cruitment offices in the 
various towns of Hugarri
ah. Finally, Sheikh 
Abdulla Bin Hussain Al 
Ahmar, Leader of the Pre
paratory Committee of the 
Yemeni Congregation for 
Reform, better known as 
the Islah, paid a historic 
visit to Turba. All three 
parties enjoy a visible 
presence in Hugarriah. 
Many leaders of the small
er parties have also visited 
Hugarriah recently. Why 
is Hugarriah so important? 
The answer is obvious.
First, over a million peo
ple live in Hugarriah, by 
far the highest density 
among the Republic’s re
gions.
Second, Hugarrians enjoy 
the highest rate of literacy 
in the country; therefore, 
they make up an important 
segment of the country’s 
intelligentsia and educated 
class.
Third, Hugarrians - males 
and females alike, have a 
very high participation ra
tio in political activities. 
They show up at the polls. 
Fourth, among the writers 
and journalists, Hugarri
ans represent a major bloc. 
They are frequent writers 
and vocal orators.
Finally, Hugarrians make 
up an important block of 
the technocracy, bureau
cracy and teaching staff at 
the schools.
No wonder, the politicians 
nd their parties scramble 
for Hugarriah. It is a 
worthwhile catch!

Misuse of Pilots’ Union
The pilots union of Yemen Airways went on strike start
ing on the 17th June resulting in serious disruption to Ye
menia services.
The strike was called to coincide with the start of the 
peak season for Yemenia - outbound flights from Yemen 
to Egypt, Sudan and Syria carrying expatriate teachers 
and their families. Their demands included a hundred 
percent hike in salaries besides additional benefits.
The strike was suddenly called off on Friday 21st June 
following intervention by the President of the Republic 
and the pilots were instructed to resume their normal du
ties or face disciplinary action.
Yemenia employs about 45 pilots and co-pilots (all Ye
menis) and they belong to a privileged class enjoying the 
best of facilities. It is reliably learnt that the average sal
aries of these pilots range between YR 14,000 to 21,000 
per month in addition to approximately US$800 per mo
nth by way of out station allowances (per diem given to 
them on night stops at out-stations besides covering their 
hotel accomodations). They also get overtime for excess 
hours flown and all this adds up to a very comfortable 
pay check. It is believed that the Yemenia pilots take 
home, on average, about double the money received by 
Sanaa University professors and tripple the salaries of 
engineers.
This strike caused untold misery and discomfort to the 
passengers besides intangible losses to the airline. 
According to Yemen Times sources, the public has very 
little sympathy to the pilots, and perceives it as an exploi
tative group trying to selfishly maximize their interests at 
the expense of society at large, and even at the expense 
of the airline that employs them.

Yemeni and Cypriot Agreements:

The Deputy Foreign Minister of Cyprus recently paid a 
week long visit to Yemen and signed an agreement with 
the Ministry of Planning and Development regarding ec
onomic, educational, technical, and industrial coopera
tion between the two countries. He also signed a five 
year agreement with the Ministry of Supply and Trade to 
promote trade relations between Yemen and Cyprus, par
ticipate in international trade exhibitions, organize trade 
booths in both countries, and exchange visits of business
men.

THE HASH ORGANIZES THE 
RACE OF THE HANDICAPPED:

The Sanaa Highest Hash House Harriers, an informal 
club of Yemeni and non-Yemeni runners organized a 
race on July 1st, 1991 for the members of the Yemen 
Physically Handicapped Society. The Yemeni leader is 
Salah Ahmed. The afternoon race started from in front 
of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences of Sanaa 
University and headed towards Wadi Dahar for about 
three kilometers. The HASH grandmaster, Mr. Robin 
Warner, told Yemen Times that several local and interna
tional organization have contributed to make the race a 
success. Notable among these Yemen Hunt Oil Compa
ny, the German Airline Lufthansa, the Haddah Water 
Company, and of course, the Hash. Many countries were 
represented in the race, including Denmark, France, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the 
USA, and of course, Yemen.
It is worth mentioning that the Hash grandmaster, Robin 
Warner, is leaving us after ten years, He is to be re
placed by another Englishman, David Ross. We wish 
both success in their endeavors.
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Abdul-Galeel Radman:

THE YEMENI ECONOMY HAS COME OUT OF THE RECESSION 
AND IS NOW FACING AN UPWARD TURN IN BUSINESS.

Most of Yemen's indus
trialists are originally 
merchants, and quite a 
few of them continue to 
combine the two profes
sions. One merchant- 
turned-industrialist is 
Abdul-Galeel Radman 
Ahmed Qassim, born in 
1943 in Bani Omar in 
Hugarriah. Starting 
from a modest rural 
background, Mr. Rad
man built a successful 
business through contin
ued and persistent efforts 
which spanned (30) years. 
Today, he is the owner of 
several major factories 
and businesses, and 
serves as the Assistant 
Secretary General of the 
Chamber of Industry in 
Hodeidah. Yemen Times 
discussed with him issues 
regarding his business as 
well as the overall climate 
for industrial investments 
in Yemen. Following are 
excerpts of the interview.

Q. Could you describe to 
our readers briefly the 
beginnings of your busi
ness operations?

I left my native 
village in Hu
garriah in 
1963 where I 
started a 
small busi
ness in 
Aden. In 
1970, I de
cided to 
move to Ho
deidah, which 
at the time, of
fered more op
portunities and 
options. In 1978, I 
felt that commercial activi
ties could grow within a 
limited scope only. So I 
moved over to industrial 
investments. That is how it 
evolved.

Q. How did you decide 
on industrial investments 
in icecreams?

Having located at Ho
deidah with its relatively 
hot climate, I felt a product 
that would help people 
cool off would be viable. 
So I thought of icecream 
and other similar products. 
It also helped that the ini
tial capital required in this 
field was rather small. We 
started with a YR. 15 mil
lion investment employing 
sixty five workers. At hind
sight, I feel we made the 
right choice.

Q. You later expanded?

Having started with 
icecream products, we 
moved on to the whole 
range of dairy products. 
We expanded once from a 
paid-up capital of YR 15 
million in 1978 
(employing 65 workers) to 
YR23 million in 1983 
(employing 110 workers), 
and to YR63 m. in 1985 
(and employing 200 work
ers). Today, we employ 
more than 250 workers.

Q. How did you finance 
your expansions?

Of course, it was mainly 
self-financed. But we did 
get credit financing from 
abroad as well as from the 
Industrial Bank of Yemen, 
specially to meet the for
eign exchange requireme
nts of the expansion. I 
must mention here that our 
experience with the Indus
trial Bank of Yemen was a 
sad one. The bank be
haves like a commercial 
bank which seeks to maxi

mize profits, and it does 
not seek to encour

age investors.
For example, as 

"he exchange 
rate of the 
Riyal deteri
orated, it 
shifts the 
whole bur
den on the 
investors. In 
our case, we 
borrowed

YR 10 million, 
which was used 

to import machines. 
The bank simply con

verted the Riyals into US 
dollars at the old rate (thus 
the loan amount became 
US$1.73 million). As the 
machines had arrived at 
Hodeidah harbor, I had to 
accept the bank's action 
because I was trapped. I 
was watching the ma
chines degenerate at the 
harbor, and the land fees 
of the customs authorities 
soar high, I decided to 
cave-in to the Industrial 
Bank. Such behavior on 
the part of development 
banks does not help inves
tors.

Q. How do you evaluate 
the contribution of your 
industries to the national 
economy?

Our total assets are 
about YR220 million; we

employ over 250 workers 
(supporting about 1500 
persons); we pay in to the 
government treasury about 
YR350,000 in consump
tion taxes each month. We 
also pay each month about 
YR60,000 in payroll taxes. 
There are other taxes such 
as stamp, customs duty, 
profits, etc. At another 
level, there are the contri
butions in the form of val
ue added and import re
placement which I cannot 
estimate at the top of my 
head, but they are substan
tial.
Q. Have you branched 
out to other products?

Yes, I have established 
two factories in Taiz for 
two different lines of prod
ucts. The first is a YR30 
million factory that pro
duces nails, and iron rods 
which are used in window- 
making and other construc
tion purposes. By the way, 
we are now considering 
expanding this plant. 
Another factory is a 
sponge producing plant. 
The product is used in 
household furnishings (bed 
mattresses, etc.).

Q. What are the chances 
of your investing in the 
Aden Free Zone?

We have put our people, 
to the task of studying the 
viabilities. No decision has 
yet been taken, but we are 
interested and we are fol
lowing the possibilities 
closely.

Q. What is the one re
quest that industrialists 
would like the govern
ment fulfill?

One major problem re
lates to our ability to im
port spare parts. At the mo
ment, there is a US$5000 
monthly allocation in the 
foreign exchange budget 

for each plant. This, at 
times, is insufficient. 
Thus, we are forced to 
keep a large inventory of 
spare parts. This creates 
inefficiencies as we are 
forced to tie up capital for 
an unknown period of time 
often unnecessarily. So, I 
wish this limitation is re
moved.

Q. What are your new 
plans of investments?

I have several projects 
which I am considering. 
The thrust is towards an 
agro-industrial project, es
pecially in the paste and 
pulp areas. Our country 
produce a lot of agricultu
ral products which could 
be processed into paste 
and pulp. I am now look
ing into plants in this 
field.

Q. You have special per
sonal relations with a 
number of European 
firms, specially in 
Austria. Do you think 
you can interest them in 
investing in Yemen?

We don't have to moti
vate international capital 
to come to Yemen. It will 
come by itself, if the con
ditions are right. In any 
case, we are all playing 
our roles in informing 
about the opportunities 
that exist in Yemen.

Q. You were going to be 
appointed as honorary 
consul for Austria in 
Yemen. How far has 
that come?

The process is nearing 
its completion. I have 
signed the necessary docu
ments with the Austrian 
side. They are going to 
present them directly to 
the Foreign Ministry. I 
expect the whole process 
to be completed in the 

next few weeks.
Q. With the political 

openness of Yemen, there 
has come a parallel trend 
in unionization. What do 
you think of this trend?

I must tell you, it wor
ries me. I am not opposed 
to unionization per se, but I 
worry about the misuse of 
union power, and the dam
age it could do to Yemeni 
capital, and the workers 
themselves. We have to 
make sure and insist on the 
fulfillment of all the rights 
of the workers. To super
vise that, there are govern
ment entities and minis
tries. Therefore, we have 
to be careful not to rush 
into unionization.

Q. What do you think of 
the investment climate?

I think the leadership is 
sincerely interested in in
volving national capital in 
the development process of 
the country. They are try
ing to make the conditions 
as conducive as possible 
for investments by Yemeni 
capital. Things have im
proved, even at the proced
ural levels. For example, 
since 1990, constraints on 
import licences have been 
eased. So, with the enact
ment of the new invest
ment law, and other perti

nent regulations, I expect 
major improvements in the 

investment climate.

Q. What is your evalua
tion of the general pros
pects for Yemen?

We are now, as you 
know, in a period of a re
cession. My feeling is that 
we have come out of the 
bottom point, and the econ
omy is facing an upward 
turn. To add to the bright 
picture, the results of the 
oil and mineral explora
tions have been more than 
good. The unification of 
the country gives us a larg
er market to work in, al
though we should always 
link up within the region 
and create channels with 
the outside world. We 
should continue to support 
improvements in the ser
vices, agriculture, transpor
tation, and tourism. By the 
way, tourism can play a 
very important role in ac
celerating our economic 
development.
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JULY 11th: A TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN
Naomi & Jay Pasachoff, 
The World & I (#7, 1991)

BACKGROUND

This week a total eclipse of 
the sun will cross a long, 
narrow path from Hawaii 
to Mexico and beyond on 
July 11, 1991, and partial 
phases will be visible 
through almost the whole 
Western Hemisphere. The 
moon is 400 times closer 
to earth than the sun, and it 
is also 400 times smaller; 
thus, they appear to be the 
same size. This remarkable 
celestial coincidence is not 
shared by any other planet 
and moon in the Solar Sys
tem. When the earth, 
moon, and sun are in a 
straight line we usually ex
perience a new moon. 
When the alignment is ex
act, we are fortunate 
enough to see the beautiful 
result of the apparent equal 
size of the sun and moon: a 
total solar eclipse. From 
somewhere on earth about 
every 18 months, we can 
see the moon gradually 
covering the sun. Little by 
little, for an hour or so, the 
bright solar surface is hid
den. It is only the height of 
the eclipse that brings dra
matic change. The sky be
comes eerily dark, and 
shadows sharpen strangely. 
As night comes on, even at 
noontime, ripples of light 
and dark known as shadow 
bands flit over the land
scape. The last bright bead 
of sunlight, visible at the 
edge of the moon, glows so 
brightly, compared with 
the surrounding darkness, 
that it seems like the dia
mond on a ring; thus, the 
phenomenon is known as 
the diamond-ring effect. 
Then, the total part of the 
eclipse begins. The dia
mond ring is obliterated, 
and a white halo appears 
around the moon, as our 
eyes adjust to the darkness. 
We see the solar corona 
peering around the dramat
ic black silhouette of the 
moon as it hides the sun. 
Overlying the innermost 
corona, bright red loops 
and curves come out from 
a reddish border that is 
gradually covered over. 
This chromosphere, from 
the Greek words for ’’color 
sphere,” is like the corona, 
gas that surrounds the sun. 
Totality or total eclipse, 
may last only a fraction of 
a second, or it may last as 
long as 7 minutes. The sec
onds or minutes are an 
emotional time for those 

fortunate enough to view 
the spectacle. All too soon, 
the darkness is broken by 
the appearance of the other 
side of the chromosphere 
and then a second diamond 
ring, this time on the oppo
site side from the first. The 
crowd may cry out in jubi
lation. Daylight has re
turned, and viewers feel 
exhilerated, drained, and 
safe.

ONCE IN FIVE 
LIFE TIMES

The homebound person, 
though, will probably nev
er get to see this magnifi
cent show. On the average, 
a total eclipse is visible 
from each spot on earth 
only once every 330 years. 
There is a total eclipse 
somewhere on the earth 
every 18 months, but some 
of these eclipses are very 
short. The most desirable 
ones to watch are the long 
ones, which occur at inter
vals of 18 years 11 1/3 
days. The ancient Greeks 
knew of this period and 
called it the saros. The 1/3 
day is important, for it 
means that the earth rotates 
1/3 of the way around. 
Thus the long total eclipse 
that was viewed in Africa 
on June 30, 1973, will re
peat 1/3 of the way around 
the earth on July 11, 1991. 
This extra rotation means 
that the path of totality on 
July 11, 1991, will cross 
Hawaii, reach its midpoint 
near the southern tip of 
Baja California, and then 
will continue over Mexico, 
Central America before it 
ends in the middle of Bra
zil. Only those people in 
this long path, no more 
than 250 kms wide, will 
see the total eclipse.

THE JULY ECLIPSE

Though there is a total 
eclipse about every year 
and a half, not all of these 
eclipses are considered 
major. There are a dozen 
different eclipses in each 
saros interval, but one of 
these eclipses is longer 
than the others. This 
eclipse gives totality of up 
to about 7 minutes. During 
this prolonged eclipse, the 
sun’s path passes relatively 
close to the earth’s equator, 
where the earth's rotation 
keeps up relatively well 
with the moon's shadow as 
it sweeps through space, 
and the moon is relatively 
close to the earth. In the 
early morning on July 11, 

the moon's shadow will 
meet the earth in the Pacif
ic Ocean northwest of the 
island of Hawaii. The shad
ow will cross the whole is
land. The eclipse will be 
viewed by about 50,000 
tourists - many of whom 
will have come especially 
for the occasion - and by 
scientists from around the 
world. Some scientists will 
observe from sea level, 
while others will take ad
vantage of the telescopes 
on top of Mauna Kea, the 
14,000 foot high dormant 
volcano that is the site of 
many of the world's largest 
telescopes. Totality will 
occur at 7:30 am, with the 
sun 21 degrees above the 
horizon, and will last just 
over 4 minutes. An hour or 
so later, at noon local time, 
the total eclipse will sweep 
over the southern tip of 
Baja California in Mexico. 
Totality will last about 6 
minutes and 50 seconds 
there, and the sun will be 
almost exactly overhead. 
Tens of thousands of touri
sts, along with groups of 
scientists, will be viewing 
the eclipse there. Next, the 
eclipse will sweep over the 
populated regions of Mexi
co, including the cities of 
Guadalajara and Mexico 
City, so tens of millions of 
people will be in the zone 
of totality. A partial eclipse 
will be visible from almost 
all of the United States, 
Mexico, Central America, 
and South America. South
western Canada will have 
partial phases as well. The 
sun will be more than 70 
percent covered in Los 
Angeles, about 40 percent 
covered in Denver and 
Atlanta, and covered only 
over a small percent in 
New York and Boston. It 
will be at least 80 percent 
covered through almost all 
of Mexico and Central 
America.

SCIENCE AND 
THE ECLIPSES

The few seconds or min
utes of total eclipse give 
astronomers their best 
chance to study the coro
na's light. Some of the ex
periments are to explain 
the properties of the sun, 
and thus of the many stars 
like it. The solar corona is 
made of gas that is 
2,000,000 degrees Celsius. 
Astronomers think that 
waves of energy are carried 
by the sun's electric and 
magnetic fields into the co
rona from deeper, much 

cooler layers, and they are 
eager to know just how. 
Other experiments take ad
vantage of the unique pas
sage of the eclipse over a 
major observatory. The big 
telescopes on Mauna Kea 
will make images of the 
corona at the highest reso
lution. Scientists will study 
the images to see how the 
corona moves. Other scien
tists will take pictures with 
identical cameras spaced 
along the eclipse path to 
see if the corona changes 
during the few hours it is in 
view. Still other experime
nts take advantage of new 
technology. For example, 
special television, type de
vices that are sensitive in 
the infrared (a type of light 
whose waves are too long 
for us to see) are newly 
available, Some of these 
devices will be used to 
make an image of the re
gion extending outward 
from the sun, to see if the 
sun has a giant ring of dust, 
a bit like Saturn's. The 
1991 eclipse is also of spe
cial interest because now is 
a time of maximum solar 
activity, as shown by the 
great number of sunspots. 
Sunspots are regions of 
high magnetic field on the 
sun, and magnetic field 
draws the corona into 
beautiful streamers, so it is 
interesting to study how 
the corona changes over 
the sunspot cycle. The cy
cle lasts 11 years, so only 
occasionally does it coin
cide with a long eclipse. At 
sunspot maximum, the co
rona is so active that 
streamers come out in all 
directions, making the co
rona look much rounder 
than at other times.

FUTURE ECLIPSES

Astronomers will take ad
vantage of future eclipses, 
but it will be quite a while 
before a long eclipse cross
es so many populated areas 
with favorable weather 
forecasts again. There are 
several eclipses to look for
ward to; a 4 1/2 minute to
tal eclipse in South 
America on November 3, 
1994; a 4 minute eclipse in 
Central and South America 
on February 26, 1998; and 
a 2 1/2 minute eclipse 
across Europe on August 
11, 1999. But scientists and 
serious tourists will be 
waiting for July 22, 2009, 
when the long total eclipse 
of 1991 recurs, this time on 
a path from Yemen to 
China through India.

Partial Phases of a 
total solar eclipse
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THE IMPORT DUTY (CUSTOMS) LAW: Part 4
YEMEN TIMES prints 
the fourth segment of its 
translation of the customs 
duty law:

Article (41):
Basically, no goods may be 
unloaded from ships and 
other carriers except in har
bors with customs officials.
No goods may be unload

ed or transferred to anoth
er vessel except with the 
written approval of the cus
toms department, and 
which should be carried 
out within the hours and 
conditions thereof, and the 
presence of customs offi
cials. Fishing boats and 
carriers of marine products 
may load and unload out
side the designated harbors 
provided they carry an an
nual permit from the mini
ster (of finance).

Article (42):
The captains, or their rep
resentatives are responsible 
for any missing pieces or 
parcels or the contents 
thereof until the goods are 
officially transferred to the 
customs authority storage 
or the owners’ storage once 
permitted to do so and in 
accordance with article 
(65) of this law. The by
laws determine the accept
able margin in quantity 
shortages for loose items or 
for goods affected in size 

by natural factors, or due 
to weak or porous packag
ing.

Article (43):
If the missing quantity in 
pieces or parcels is beyond 
the acceptable margin as 
stipulated in the resolution 
of the chairman of the cus
toms authority, the captain 
of the ship or his represen
tative must provide justifi
cations coupled with the 
supporting documents. If 
such documents cannot be 
presented on the spot, a 
six-months period is grant
ed during which the docu
ments are to be presented, 
provided the necessary 
guarantees are given to 
protect the dues of the cus
toms department

B. Land Transport:

Article (44):
All goods imported by land 
routes are to be directed to 
the nearest customs office. 
The truckers are obliged 
top use the road leading di
rectly to the customs of
fice, and as stipulated by 
the chairman of the cus
toms authority and which 
has been announced in the 
official gazette. The truck
ers are not permitted to by
pass the customs office 
without permission, or to 

store the goods in homes or 
other places before present
ing them to the customs of
fice. Under exceptional 
circumstances, and by a de
cision from the chairman 
of the customs authority, it 
is permitted to bring-in 
goods through undesignat
ed roads.

Article (45):
The truckers and the ac
companying persons must 
present, upon arrival at the 
customs office, a list of the 
goods. Such a list must be 
signed by the driver, and 
attested by the transporta
tion company, and must be 
organized according to the 
conditions stipulated by ar
ticle (39) of this law, and 
must include the prices of 
the goods being transport
ed.
The chairman of the cus
toms authority may issue 
exceptions to this require
ment, as deemed necessary. 
The list of goods is at
tached to the supporting 
documents according to the 
conditions specified by the 
customs authority.

C. Air Transport:

Article (46):
The pilot of the plane, once 
having crossed the border, 
must chart the course fixed 
for the plane.

Article (47):
All cargo must be stated in 
the cargo manifest which is 
to be signed by the pilot. 
The manifest is to be pre
pared according to the stip
ulations of article (39) of 
this law.

Article (48):
The pilot of the plane has 
to present the cargo mani
fest to the customs officials 
at their first request Upon 
landing of the plane, he has 
to submit such documents 
to the customs office, with 
a translation thereof, if ne
cessary.

Article (49):
It is forbidden to unload 
goods from the plane while 
in the air. Such an act is 
permitted only if the 
plane's safety is at risk, and 
provided he notifies the 
customs office immediate
ly upon landing.

GENERAL 
PROVISIONS

Article (50):
The provisions of articles 
(41, 42, 43) of this law are 
applied to land and air 
transportation regarding 
the unloading of goods 
and their transfer to other 
carriers and the drivers/ 
pilots and shipping compa

nies are responsible for any 
shortages thereof.

Part Two: Exports:

Article (51):
It is forbidden for any ship, 
train, vehicle, plane, or any 
other carrier - loaded or 
unloaded, to leave the Re
public without submitting 
to the customs department 
a statement of what it con
tains according to the pro
visions of article (39) of 
this law, and supported by 
all the documents thereof, 
and may leave only after 
getting the departure per
mission, unless there are 
exceptions specified in the 
by-laws.

Article (52):
All goods prepared for ex
port must be directed to 
the nearest customs office 
to give a detailed statement 
of the contents. Truckers 
are forbidden to go beyond 
the customs points without 
permission, or to follow 
undesignated roads to by
pass the customs points. 
All goods subject to the 
provisions of customs must 
observe the resolutions of 
the customs authority ac
cording to this law.

To be continued..
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yemeni forests face definite extinction
Special to the YemenTimes

A. BACKGROUND:

Forests play a significant role in 
economic development. In addi
tion to their important influence 
on the environment, they provide 
innumerable products of vital use 
to man. The ecological usefulness 
of forests is most readily ob
served in their beneficial effect 
on water catchment areas, where 
they have a regulatory influence 
on stream flows and where they 
protect soils from erosion and 
prevent silting of dams and ca
nals. They have pronounced mi
croclimatic effects of benefit to 
humans and livestock, provide a 
habitat for wildlife, and are at
tractive places for recreation.
Forest products are extensively 
used in most societies; they pro
vide food, fuel, fiber, building 
materials, and industrial products 
such as gums, resins, oils, trans
mission poles, newsprint and oth
er papers, packaging materials, 
textiles, and clothing. Almost 
every modern industry is, to 
some extent, dependent on forest 
products in one way or more of 
its processes.

B. FORESTS IN 
YEMEN:

Forests in the full sense do not ex
ist in Yemen, although they had 
existed in the past. However, 
thick tree concentrations in isolat
ed parts of the country continue to 
survive, in spite of the massive 
damages done by modern man. 
According to informed sources in 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Water Resources, (the General 
Department of Forestry and Graz
ing Lands), the country has four 
major areas which the ministry 
classifies as forests. These are the 
Jabal Bura' area, about fifty kms. 
east of Hodeidah, Jabal Nihm 
area, some seventy kms south-east 
of Sanaa, Jabal Asselw area, fifty 
kms south of Taiz, and Al-Udain 
area, about forty kms west of Ibb. 
There are also other locations, 
notably river/wadi beds in which 
large concentrations of trees con
tinue to exist. Over the last few 
decades, the hunt for cooking 
wood has left many regions of the 
country barren. Cutting down 
trees is a process that continues 
relentlessly, even today. It is esti
mated that the Yemeni population 
consumes every day about 40,000 
barrels of oil equivalent in tradi

tional sources of energy (read 
wood). To add to the problem, the 
rising level of unemployment, spe
cially after the return of about one 
million . Yemenis from the Gulf 
States, has led to massive clearing 
of trees and forests in order to eke 
out a living from the land. As a re
sult, the only surviving forests face 
certain extinction in a matter of a 
few years. As a matter of fact, the 
Swiss team leader helping in the 
preservation of the Jabal Bura' for
est, the only temperate forest in the 
Middle East with many balanites 
aegytiaca and acacia trees, is going 
to disappear in about two years if 
present trends in chopping down 
trees continues. The Nihm forest, 
with the only juniperus procera 
(cedar) trees in Yemen, faces the 
same fate. The trees in Asselw are 
the hyphaene thebaica, the ziziphus 
spina-christi and acacia seyal. In 
the Udain region, the trees are 
mostly tamarix articulata vahl and 
cordia abyssinica.
The government has embarked on 
annual reforestation and afforesta
tion programs, but due to lack of 
follow-up and continued suste
nance, these programs have neither 
succeeded in adding to the forest 
area of the country, nor in stopping 

the deforestation trend. The major 
accomplishment of the tree-planting 
efforts of the Ministry of Agriculture 
has been decorating some of the city 
streets.
Yemen Times went to Directorate 
General of Forestry and Rangelands 
to find out the plans they have for this 
sector. According to the Director- 
General, this sector does not represent 
a priority item in the government's 
policies. Thus, they suffer from 
shortages of everything, although 
some resources are available through 
international donors. Engineer Mah
moud Shidiwah, the Director of the 
Afforestation and Desertification 
Control Department, expressed doubt 
whether they will be able to tackle 
this problem seriously. "We don't 
even know who owns the forests," he 
exclaimed. Legal ownership of the 
forests would go to the state, accord
ing to article (7) of the constitution. 
But, while the legal ownership issue is 
itself unclear, the actual control over 
the forests by the government is even 
more remote.
Yemen Times takes this opportunity 
to call on the government to give this 
matter its priority, and to define its le
gal position vis-a-vis the forests as 
soon as possible.

Ecological effects

Indigenous consumption

Industrial uses

The Role of Forests

Catchment 
protection

Ecology and 
wildlife conservation

Soil erosion 
control

Fuelwood and charcoal

Agricultural uses

Building poles

Pit sawing and 
sawmiillng

Weaving materials

Sericulture, 
apiculture, ericulture

Special woods and 
ashes

Gums, resins, and 
oils

Charcoal

Poles

Sawlogs

Veneer logs

Pulpwood

Residues

Controlled runoff, 
water supplies, 
irrigation, soil fertility, 
oxygen

Recreation, tourism, 
national parks, protection 
of endangered species of 
flora and fauna

Windbreaks, shelter belts, 
dune fixation, reclamation 
of eroded lands

Cooking, heating, and 
household uses

Shifting cultivation, forest 
grazing, nitrogen fixation, 
mulches, fruits and nuts

Housing, buildings, 
construction, fencing, 
furniture

Joinery, furniture, 
construction, farm buildings

Ropes and string, 
baskets, furniture, 
furnishings

Silk, honey, wax, lac

Carving, incense, 
chemicals, glassmaking

Naval stores, tannin, 
turpentine, distillates, 
resin, essential oils

Reduction agent for steel
making, chemicals, polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC), dry cells

Transmission poles, 
pitprops

Lumber, joinery, furniture, 
packing, shipbuilding, mining, 
construction, sleepers

Plywood, veneer furniture, 
containers, construction

Newsprint, paperboard, 
printing and writing paper, 
containers, packaging, 
dissolving pulp, distillates, 
textiles and clothing

Particle board, fiberboard, 
wastepaper
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CAN OXY BRINGS MORE GOOD OIL NEWS !
Special to YEMEN TIMES

Oil drilling operations in Sunah 
area, 60 kms east of Seiyoun 
town in Hadhramaut will be in
creased during the current year. 
Mr. Saleh Abu-Bakar Bin Hussai
noon, Minister of Oil & Mineral 
Resources, stated while on an in
spection visit to the sites during 
the Eid holidays.
Canadian Oxy, the minister said 
"Will drill five additional wells in 
a number of geologically surv
eyed areas in Sunah, Al Haiga, 
Kamal, Gheil Ben Yameen, Mul
gun, Raida, and Al Arrah in 
Hadhramaut”. To speed up the 
operations, the minister said that 
the company's third drilling rig is 
expected to arrive here any day 
now, and the fourth one will ar
rive during August 1991. The 
minister added that Canadian Oxy 
is busy analysing the result prior 
to its evaluation of the oil re
serves in the area. To speed up 
the interpretation of data, a team 
from Canadian Oxy is expected 
to arrive here later this month to 
study and decide the directions of 
the pipelines planned to be con
structed from the oil fields to the 
exporting port on the coast along 
the Arabian Sea.

Can Oxy's Umberto Brovedani
Referring to oil operations in 
Shabwah, 250 kms south east of 
Sana'a, the oil minister said 
"Some of the international oil 
companies involved in oil explo
rations will start drilling opera
tions during August this year and 
some during November this 
year."
Yemen Times has reported earlier 
(issue number 16) that Canadian 
Oxy drilled three wells and the 
results indicated oil finds of high 
quality. Mr. Ahmed K. Barakat, 
Vice Minister of Oil and Mineral 
Resources, told Yemen Times 
that the fourth well also found oil, 
although in a different geologic 
formation. Well informed oil 
ministry sources said that Canadi
an Oxy's fourth well in Maseela 
valley, the most promising one 
released so far, yielded upto 
15,000 bpd. Commenting on 
these developments, Al Ayyam 
weekly reported that the construc
tion of a pipeline of 120-150 kms 
long will need no pumping sta-

tions as it will run through a flat 
coastal strip.
The government also plans the con
struction of a small refinery 
(capacity of upto. 10,000 bpd) to 
meet the requirements of the eastern 
governorates. The proposed site for 
the refinery is reported to be be
tween Mukalla and Shihr towns in 
Hadhramaut and the crude would 
come from Canadian Oxy's Maseel 
oil fields. At another level, new re
ports from Block 4 in Shabwah are 
very promising. As a result, the 
government is planning seriously to 
increase the operations in this area. 
Reports were leaked out stating that 
British Petroleum (BP) has been 
granted a concession to explore oil 
in the B4 area, but official sources 
in the oil ministry could not confirm 
this. B4 covers an area of 6000 
square kms, which the Soviets have 
recently relinquished after many 
years of oil exploration. They have 
struck oil in Ayad East and Ayad 
West which pump oil at the rate of 
10,000 bpd through a pipeline from 
the oil fields to the exporting port of 
Beer Ali. The Russians ceased oil 
explorations due to technical prob
lems and lack of foreign exchange. 
Minister Bin Hussainoon indicated 
that following lengthy talks between 
Yemeni and Soviet officials, an 

agreement was reached in 
which the Soviets agreed to re
linquish the concessions award
ed to them in the area. 
Accordingly, on 13th June, 
1991, an agreement was signed 
allowing a Yemeni company to 
take over the B4 concession 
area including the Soviet built 
installations and pipeline. One 
of the clauses in this agreement 
stipulates that the Soviets will 
keep 25% of the shares of the 
new company. This arrange
ment gives Yemen a free hand 
to re-award the B4 concessions 
to new companies.

Unconfirmed reports say that B.P. 
has offered Yemen US$360m. to 
buy the Soviet data, documents and 
other expenses incurred in this bloc. 
Private sector sources say that rep
resentatives from the American oil 
company APCO are going to arrive 
here shortly to discuss concessions 
in B4 area and are willing to offer 
upto US$500m.
Vice Minister Barakat indicated that 
the similarity in the formation and 
geologic strata in the area stretching 
from Mareb to Maseela is remark
able, although it is possible to come 
up with anomalies and other com
plications. Commenting on the pros
pects of the Jennah concession, Mr. 
Barakat said, "From the information 
we have from Safer, the Jennah 
area, itself an extension of the Safer 
hydrocarbon formation, is very 
promising. Drilling will start in 
August. It seems this is a special 
area, and the story coming out of the 
Jennah concession will be no less 
wonderful than the Maseela discov

eries." He added that the concrete, 
accurate and complete picture will 
be obtained only after drilling.
On the mineral side, we have two 
areas. The first, the Jabaly area 
which has a good mining potential 
for zinc, silver and tin. A prefeasi
bility study has been started by a 
British company some of whose ex
perts have already arrived in 
Yemen. The second area is in 
Hadhramaut, and is called Wadi 
Madan which has been mined by 
Russians. There are many other ar
eas such as the Abyan site which is 
similar to Jabaly. "We are very 
much interested in all these areas." 
Vice Minister Barakat also indicat
ed that efforts are well underway to 
exploit the gas resources. There is

a lot of gas in the Safer area and we 
have discovered a big area in Rajah 
and the gas in this field is equal to 

the total gas discovered so far in 
the whole area. It is a very big gas 
field and we are discussing with 
various companies to use it in in
dustries and possibly for export. 
We are also considering the imple
mentation of a new policy to use 
gas for domestic needs, and have 
thus requested the private sector to 
help in gas exploitation. For exam
ple, the private sector could be re
sponsible for distribution of gas to 
the markets. One of the scenarios 
we are working with is the possibil
ity of the private sector importing 
gas trucks with the facility to refill 
gas cylinders.
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Those who sip from 
many fountains will drink 
from none.

* * *
Anyone who refuses to 

admit error when con
fronted with the truth 
loves himself more than 
truth.

* * *
You can be content 

with what you have as 
long as you’re not content 
with what you are.

* * *
Love is like the moon; 

when it does not wax, it 
wanes. * * *

There is nothing so 
gentle as real strength.* * *

Any friend who has to 
be bought won’t be worth 
the price paid.* * *

Don’t be in too much of 
a hurry for fame; it’s usu
ally bestowed only after 
death.

* * *
Self-deceit is the first 

and worst of all frauds.

Would You 
Believe.....

Isaac Newton had fig
ured out almost all of his 
most brilliant theories on 
gravity and motion be
fore he turned 26 years 
old. * * *

The skies are full of 
constellations. In fact, as
tronomers the world over 
generally recognize 88 
such star groupings, 
many of which date to an
cient times.

* * *
The lowest tempera

ture ever recorded in Ha
waii was 12 degrees in 
1979. * * *

Secretariat sired more 
than 300 offspring before 
he died in 1989.* * *

Despite its major links 
with the American anti
war movement of the 
’60s, the famous peace

symbol was first used in 
Britain in the ’50s as a 
symbol for nuclear 
disarmament.* * *

The population explo
sion is a very recent thing 
when you consider the 
history of humankind. In 
1800 there were only 
about four dozen cities in 
the world that had a pop
ulation of more than 
100,000. * * *

Some people who live 
in western China and Ti
bet find salt a more appe
tizing addition to their 
tea than sugar.

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Stay grounded in reality. Upbeat 
mental energy will be refreshing.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Bring financial deals 
to a close. Enterprising ways pay off. Keep more than 
one iron in the fire.

Taurus (April 2O-May 20) You have more say-so 
this week about what goes down. Gain from travel, 
sales, or publishing.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Conservative financial 
tactics are best. Peak experiences and personal 
advancement.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Keep yourself on solid 
emotional and financial footing. More avenues of self
expression.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Personal recognition can 
put the smile of satisfaction on your face. Treat people 
like royalty.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You finally get to air 
some of your views. Quiet and efficient progress.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Bring joint financial 
matters to a conclusion. An expanded and entertaining 
social life.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Handle emotional un
dercurrent; make an effort to stay on good terms with 
everyone.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Give your health 
the period once-over. Job endings for some.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) More play time 
makes this a week to remember. Expanded travel 
possibilities.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) When you feel at 
peace at home, you can be more relaxed about the rest 
of your life.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Work off excess ener
gy by getting out of doors if possible. Get away from 
the nest.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE
WHERE DO 

WE BELONG ?

By: Fatima S. Rawah

It is not surprising to see 
immigrants all over the 
world. It started long ago, 
people moved from one 
place to another for differ
ent reasons or environmen
tal conditions. Whatever 
the case may be, they had 
their reasons. Some might 
have been committed to 
business and they moved, 
some ran away during 
wars, some liked to try 
their luck in other coun
tries, and so on.
It also happened here in 
Yemen. Some of our grand 
fathers migrated to other 
countries, mostly in 
African countries such as 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Vietnam, as well 
as countries of the West. 
The majority of immigrant 
Yemenis decided to settle 
in those countries for rea
sons beyond their control. 
They got married there and 
as a result many Yemenis 
were born of mixed parent
age known as Muwalladeen 
in Yemen. Many people 
don’t understand how diffi
cult it is for the Muwalla
deen as to where they real
ly belong. They face 
problems wherever they 
are. In their motherland, 
they face discrimination 
and they are sometimes 
told "Hey, what are you do
ing here. You don’t belong 
here. Go to your country." 
When they come to their 
fatherland, they face the 
same situation. They are 
told they don't belong here. 
Muwalladeen women face 
even more problems Ye
meni males think of them 
as an easy prey. We can't 
blame them for a different 
lifestyle and a different lan
guage.
Whose fault was it to be 
born of mixed parentage? 
Who is to be blamed? Us, 
our parents, or the Yemeni 
society? Is there room in 
Yemen's new democratic 
environment and human 
rights observance for us 
Muwalladeen?

OUR 
DISTINGUISHED 

RULERS!

By: Saeed Ali Gimale, 
Teacher.

Th former presidents of 
Somalia and Ethiopia were 
the worst presidents in 
Africa. But who was 
worse?
First, in Somalia, the anti 
government S.S.D.F began 
fighting in 1978 in the cen
tral regions. The attempts 
to overthrow the govern
ment did not succeed.
Next, the Somali North 
Movement (S.N.M.) began 
fighting in 1987 in the 
northern regions. The army 
of Siad Barre was too well 
equipped for them. At the 
end, there were many 
S.N.M. and many of their 
fighters ran away from 
their houses. The second 
capital of Somalia, Harge
isa, was totally destroyed. 

If one visits Hargesia to
day, it is very hard to be
lieve that people had lived 
there a few years back.
Finally, the United Somali 
Congress (U.S.C.) began 
fighting in the central re
gions. Siad Barre's troops 
tried their best to halt them 
but could not succeed. The 
people's support was with 
the U.S.C. However, Siad 
Barre did not flee the 
country like Mengistu. At 
least 20,000 people are 
feared to have been killed 
in the fighting. The capital 
Mogadishu was destroyed 
and Siad Barre and his fol
lowers fled to the Gedo re
gion.
On the other hand, in Ethi
opia, the E.P.R.D.F began 
fighting in January this 
year and after a few mo
nths were very near to tak
ing over the capital Addis 
Ababa. President Mengistu 
saw his defeat and fled the 
country to seek asylum in 
Zimbabwe where he has 
his own farms.
Therefore who is better, 
Siad Barre or Mengistu?
And where is Siad Barre 
now? Some say Siad Barre 
and his followers are living 
in Bur Dhubo (near Gedo 
region) but when the U.S.C 
took command of the 
whole country, they were 
unsuccessful in finding the 
whereabouts of Siad Barre. 
He did not leave the coun
try and they did not find 
him in the country. So 
where is he? Some people 
believe that he died a few 
months back, but there are 
some people who want to 
surprise the world.

TRIBAL PROBLEMS 
IN YEMEN

By: Hasan Mujahed, 
Third Year Student, 
Faculty of Commerce and Economics, 
Sana'a University

Everybody hears about tribal problems in 
Yemen especially in the north and north 
eastern regions of the country. We only 
get to hear of fighting between tribes and 
police authorities or between tribes and 
the army, but we do not hear much of in
ter-tribal rivalry and wars, most of them 
for trivial causes.
More than three hundred people get killed 
or wounded each year as a result of the 
tribal warfare and the number is growing 
every day and is of serious concern. It is 
high time that the government paid a seri
ous attention to end this problem. It is 
very important that the government finds 
an immediate and permanent solution to 
this serious social problem. Most of the 
troubles are in the oil rich areas of Yemen 
where the tribes are known to own and 
use dangerous and heavy weapons.
The tribes are basically brave and patriot
ic citizens but are easily deceived by du
bious opinions spread by enemies. A 
small spark can result in a wild fire!

DREAM

By: Nabil Mohammed Al-Shoukani, 
Fourth Year Student,
Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences 
Sanaa University

I sat in the library after a hard day's 
work, trying to read a book. While I was 
reading, I felt very tired and put my book 
aside. There I saw her sitting on a chair 
in front of me. I didn't know when she 
came in and when she passed in front of 
me. I looked at her surprisingly. She was 
beautiful with long black hair covering 
her shoulders and reaching to her waist. 
Her eyes were shining. She placed all her 
books on the table and chose one of them 
to read. She opened it and it looked as if 
she did not have any desire to read.
I thought to myself maybe she had a 
problem or was anxious. She looked 
blank and began to dream. She looked at 
the bookshelves pretending to read the 
titles. Her eyes reflected something that 
bewildered me. I stopped reading and 
started to think about her. She was, as I 
saw, from a rich family or maybe her 
husband was rich if she were married. 
She was young with good health. Sud
denly, I noticed that she was staring at 
me. Then she looked back and pretended 
to read and again began to dream. I said 
to myself surely she has a problem or 
something has happened to her to behave 
in such a manner. Suddenly, she gathered 
her books and I felt relaxed because I 
thought she would leave and let me do 
my reading. I was surprised to see her go 
leaving all the books on the table. After 
half an hour, she came back. Although 
she looked more relaxed than before, 
something continued to disturb her. She 
opened a book, read for a few minutes, 
put it aside and started to read another 
book. I was confused about her and could 
not concentrate on my reading. She then 
started to look all over the library anx
iously and her eyes were full of tears. 
She bent over the books and started to 
weep. I closed my book and looked for 
signs for me to intervene so that I could 
help her. I was still confused and hesitat
ing . What could I do?, How could I help 
her? I was not sure how she would react 
to my offer of help. Finally, I gathered 
all my confidence, got off my chair and 
went to her to ask what the matter was, 
and how I could help. I said to her with 
hesitation, "Excuse me, could I.....?"
I felt something shaking me and I felt 
like everything around me was shaking 
too. With a jolt, I stood up to see my 
friend trying to wake me up. There went 
my dream and fantasy!

THE INDIAN EMBASSY 
SCHOOL - SANAA

invites applications for admis
sions, particularly in classes VI, 
VII, and VIII. A few seats in 
other classes available. Apply 
immediately to Principal:

phone: 241188
Add: 88, Kulliyat Ashortah Rd.
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FAREWELL, YEMEN (FOR A WHILE?)
T.H. CHOUDHARY, 
ITU EXPERT

A year's sojourn in the 
young Republic of this an
cient land, Yemen, has 
been highly educative and 
rewarding. Most of Yemen 
has never been under total 
foreign rule. That is a for
tune which few people 
have; but can also be a dis
advantage in that there may 
not be an interest and urge 
to understand that there 
could be better social sys
tems, governments, philos
ophies, and practices. I be
lieve that this young 
Republic has a great future. 
From comparative isola
tion, immunity from west
ern civilization for long, 
Yemen is in the thick of in
ternational exchanges and 
encounters, especially be
cause of its membership of 
the Security Council. As a 
sincere friend of Yemeni 
people and the land of 
Yemen, the cradle of Arab 
race and its sword in the 
seventh century, in humble
ness do I express my fol
lowing hopes and anxieties.

1. The population is grow
ing fast, too fast at about 
3.5% per year. 52% of the 
people are under 14 years 
of age and less than 5% are 
above 55. Every land and 
country has a limited popu
lation sustaining capability. 
If the population grows be
yond that, or the growth 
rate is more than the rate of 
development of agriculture, 
health, education, energy 
and housing and transport, 
there will be internal insta
bility. The frustrated and 
unemploye

d are a danger to them
selves and to neighbors. 
Population planning is es
sential.
2. The literacy must be in
creased. At under 40% and 
with women at under 10%, 
there is a mammoth task 
for the young Republic to 
turn its human resource po
tential into performing and 
achieving engines. In
formed, skilled and free 
thinking people, able to sift 
truth from propaganda, rea
son from rhetoric, realism 
from sentiment are essen
tial for a democracy to suc
ceed. Knowledge and not 
ignorance is the first step 
from which achievement 
proceeds. How can a nation 
whose women, 50% of the 
population, are illiterate, 
ignorant, and incapacitated, 
achieve greatness? The 
health, development and 
culture and intelligence of 
children is cultivated and 
nurtured by mothers. If in
cessant child bearing and 
domestic drudgery drain 
them of energy, health, in
formation and education, 
ill will fare the nation. The 
noble leaders should, 
emancipate women and 
promote liberal, inspiring, 
enquiring and unprejudiced 
education with science, 
medicine, engineering, and 
liberal arts, receiving atten
tion.
3. Sadly have I seen inap
propriate work habits even 
among office workers not 
to speak of shop keepers. 
You are speaking to and 
discussing with an officer. 
A visitor pushes his way. 
The officer leaves you and 
attends to the new comer 
keeping you waiting. And 
then another visitor comes. 
The officer switches his at-

tention to the latest visitor 
leaving the former two 
idling. And so the officer 
may have even ten people 
in his room at the same 
time, the first nine waiting 
partly attended and the te
nth being attended. What a 
waste of the waiter's time! 
What a lack of concentra
tion on the part of the offi
cer! What a brutal lack of 
consideration on the part of 
the visitors who push their 
way and impose them
selves on the officer and ig
nore the right of the earlier 
visitors! I reckon that this 
practice of not attending to 
the last one at a time must 
be detracting from the pro
ductivity and effectiveness 
of people. Discerning for
eign friends believe that 
this is a symptom of the in
ability to concentrate, to be 
thorough.
4. Allied with inelegant 
practice of the receiving 
person's shifting attention 
is the peoples total lack of 
forming a queue and wait
ing to take one's turn. 
Whether it is a shop or a 
bank, people thrust them
selves forward, pushing out 
the weaker, stretching their 
hands and heads over oth
ers' shoulders. It appears 
that they are not aware that 
this wrong. As the country 
modernizes, and as institu
tions of democratic and 
civilized government come 
up, it is the duty of the offi
cers, leaders, teachers ,and 
educated parents to teach 
and guide those who are 
moving from rural and tri
bal communities into urban 
industrialized and orga
nized societies, proper be
havior, respect for time, 
punctuality, appointments, 
others rights, queuing for 
one's turn, speaking softly 
and not bawling, waiting to 
be received, attended to or 
listened.
5. As Yemen Times has on 
several occasions pointed 
out, there appears to be 
much overstaffing in many 
offices. I have seen people 
coming to office as a late as

half an hour, read newspa
pers and then go to the 
canteen for tea, reappear
ing after about an hour, 
talking to their friends 
then, making liberal use of 
the telephone and disap
pearing again, to be back at 
about 13 hours wind up 
and move out by about 
13:15 hours. I used to ask 
my officer friends whether 
these are part time employ
ees! In some offices people 
have work for about 15 to 
30 minutes and some have 
none at all. The jobs creat
ed appear to be employ
ment oriented and not 
work oriented. Idleness 
and employment requiring 
attendance and hardly any  
work are destructive of 
morale and may eventually 
create a parasitic class of 
"officialdom". While pres
ently there may be a pre
tense of progress and 
work. In the year 1991, 
salaries, wages and other 
remuneration of govern
ment servants amount to 
YR 26.1 billion. It means 
there are about 500,000 
government officials. Of 
the 13m population, 6.5m. 
are women. Of the 6.5 m. 
males, 62% are under 
19 years of age. That leaves 
2.4 m. males above the age 
of 19 years. The govern
ment employees therefore 
constitute 20% of the 
working age population 
(including all the living 
old)! Considering that lit
eracy among males is 40%, 
the literate male working 
age population is 40% of 
2.4m or 960,000. Of these 
500,000 are in govern
ment? Government is not 
for production; it is usually 
for regulation, policing, 
rule making, etc. I wish all 
these figures are wrong but 
if these are right (see 
Yemen Times, number 1, 
page 6 and number 14, 
page 9) then the intelligent 
should get disturbed.
6. Lack of systematic file 
keeping and records and 
archiving is another griev
ous thing. You give an ap
plication, a request, a note 
and enquire about it after a 
few days. You are told 
"mafeesh"- papers are not 
traceable. You start all 
over again. What a loss of 
time and annoyance and 
injury to the applicant! 
There could be better filing 
of papers and document 
keeping.
7. And then there is the 
sorry spectacle of wash ba
sins, toilets and urinals in

the unusable and repulsive
ly stinking state. I have 
seen lady employees clean
ing and flushing till the of
fice opens. But in the next 
half an hour, wash basins 
and toilets are flush with 
cigarette butts, clogged, full 
with unflushed use and no 
water! What happens? Are 
we not having toilets at 
home? Don't we know how 
to use and care?
8. No discerning person can 
refrain from writing about 
"Qat" chewing habit. There 
is a rush to the "qat" sale 
places at mid day. Many 
people are engaged in 
chewing qat until about 
1800 hours. A person may 
spend YR 50 to 100 per 
day! How can this be af
forded? Can the money be 
not better spent on milk and 
education for children? Pre
cious, fertile agricultural 
land appears to be diverted 
from grain growing to qat 
raising. The farmers may 
grow rich but the country 
gets poorer.
9. Gloriously I have written 
about only the ineluctable 
aspects. That is because my 
love for this young and vig
orous nation impels me to 
caution my friends against 
some dangerous tendencies 
and practices. I am confi
dent that the leadership is 
aware of these and will be 
trying its utmost to educate 
and inspire the people to 
nobility of thought and ac
tions. This young but an
cient, virile and confident 
republic can be in the fore
front of Arab renaissance as 
it was the carrier of a new 
faith over much of the 
settled world 1400 years 
ago. History does not repeat 
itself mechanically but can 
be recreated on a higher 
plane in tune and harmony 
with the scientific and in
dustrial advances the entire 
world is making. Humanity 
has a common destiny and 
the plurality of peoples, 
races, cultures, faiths and 
practices can all add color 
and splendour to our com
mon endeavour For the 
happiness and well being of 
people everywhere. May 
Yemen prosper! May it 
benefit itself and the world!

Editor's note:

It has been a privilege to 
know a learned man and an 
intellectual personality like 
T.H. Choudhary. We wish 
him all the best, and we 
thank him for his services 
to Yemen.

OFFICIAL ENGLISH TEXT OF 
CONSTITUTION AVAILABLE

YEMEN TIMES is publishing the officially approved 
English text of the Constitution. This will be avail
able for US$ 35 per copy. As the quantity under 
print is limited, orders will be met on a first come 
first serve basis. Interested parties are kindly 
requested to mail/fax their orders specifying the 
number of copies they require. Unfortunately no 
orders can be taken by telephone.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 2579, Sana’a; 
Fax: 236434.

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR COPY OF
THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION YET?

COPIES ARE LIMITED !
MAILING OUT COPIES THIS WEEK..
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KUWAIT GETTING BACK TO NORMAL: 
MAIN FIRMS BACK IN BUSINESS

The main players in the account
ing profession that had Kuwaiti 
operations as of last August, have, 
in the last two months, moved 
back into the war torn nation. 
Their return filled with hopes of 
mending business relationships 
and helping to rebuild a nation 
shattered by the Gulf war. Of the 
large firms, Talal Abu Ghazaleh 
International, Arthur Andersen, 
Ernst & Young, DRT International 
and KPMG had offices situated in 
Kuwait. All four of these firms re
port that they have moved back 
into Kuwait during the past eight 
weeks. While providing service to 
the region, Price Waterhouse and 
Coopers and Lybrand had no Ku
waiti offices.

LARGEST STAFF RETURNS

Among the firms that have re
turned, Talal Abu Gazaleh Inter
national has the largest team 
present with 50 partners and staff 
on the ground in Kuwait. According 
to managing partner, Talal Abu 
Gazaleh, the offices have been 
broken into three times but client 
files remain intact. "All Kuwaiti 
partners and staff are safe and our 
work in progress is undamaged,” 
he said.
Talal’s home was occupied but re
pairs are underway, and he and his 
staff hope to return to Kuwait 
shortly. He said that business is 
picking up quickly, and there is a 
"deteremination in the government 
and business community to return 
to normal.”
Talal Abu Gazaleh International 
had the largest operation in Ku
wait before the occupation with 30 
offices in the region. The firm will 
be working with the public and 
and private sector in auditing and 
consulting work. The latter is bad
ly needed said Talal, particularly 
in light of the massive reparations 
claims that will be submitted in 
the near future. ”We want to con
firm our committment to serve 
Kuwait", he said. "I lived there for 
30 years and am keen and eager to 
see the country's reconstruction." 
Currently working out of Cairo, he 
said his staff has been able to pro
vide clients with the necessary 
representation during the occupa
tion and war. But as soon as com
munication systems in Kuwait are 
up to speed, the firm will fully re
turn to Kuwait

BANKS LEAD THE WAY

Ernst & Young has resumed work 
with the Kuwaiti banking sector 
and the central government, the 
two areas that comprised the bulk 
of its work in the country. "We are 
serious to get back to work," said 
a spokesman for the firm. Robert 
Aitken, the partner who oversees 
the firm’s Kuwaiti operations, said 

that 15 people had returned to the 
Kuwaiti office since mid-March. 
He expects that by the end of the 
year that figure will be 50 or more. 
Initially, much of the firm’s work 
will involve assisting with docu
mentation of claims for reparations. 
But with the banks and trading 
companies moving back at steady 
rate, other business should pick up 
soon. Aitken said that although the 
building that housed the office was 
damaged during the war, the office 
itself sustained only minor damage. 
A temporary telecommunications 
network has been set up and, with 
persistence, the office can be 
reached directly. KPMG has a part
ner back on the ground in Kuwait, 
although reaching him is a bit more 
difficult. "He's working out of a ho
tel," explained spokesman Tim 
Roberts. There is not, as yet, a lot 
of business back in Kuwait, so a 
full staff has not returned to the 
country. KPMG is working not 
only with clients with interests in 
the country, but also with the city 
of London in its initiative to admin
ister claims for damages. "It is an 
immense task" said Roberts, "but 
we have experience in justifying 
and registering claims and our in
terest in Kuwait is much directed to 
that end."

CLAIMS FOR REPARATIONS

The Andersen Consulting office re
opened two months ago, with 40 
consultants present. According to a 
spokeswoman for the group, there 
is lot of potential work in the oil, 
gas and banking industries. Arthur 
Andersen accountants have also 
submitted a proposal to the Kuwaiti 
government to assist in claims ad
ministration work.
DRT International says its office in 
Kuwait is "fully operational" as of 
mid March. According to a press 
release, the office is intact, and a 
full complement of staff is expected 
once telecommunications are re
stored in Kuwait City. Until then, 
all calls are being routed through 
various European and US offices.
C&L Director of International 
Affairs Mike Stillwell said that his 
UK firm, Coopers & Lybrand 
handled all the firm's Kuwaiti busi
ness - primarily management con
sulting and some tax work. "We in
tend to go back when the time is 
right,” he said. "We will establish 
ourselves there when the condition 
is a bit more normalised." The firm 
has sent people to Kuwait to inves
tigate business possibilities, and is 
"watching carefully." A task force 
out of the Bahrain office is dealing 
with the situation, with support 
from the UK, US and Middle East 
practices. Among clients in the re
gion are several working on relief 
efforts and within a short time, 
Stillwell said the need for an audit 
practice in the country will become 
evident

USA Officials Outline Policy 
on Mideast Security Plan

Mr Frederick Smith, Director of the 
Near East and South Asia office of 
the Department of Defence stressed 
the continuation of the basic security 
interests of the U.S.A, in the Middle 
East region during the remainder of 
the 1990s and beyond. In a testimo
ny on Saturday 27/06/1991 in front 
of the Sub-committee for Arms 
Control, International Security and 
Science, and the Sub-committee for 
Europe and the Middle East of the 
US Congress, Mr Smith outlined 
what he termed as America's basic 
national interests in the region, as: 
1. To consolidate the security of 

the regions.
2. To protect American lives and 

properties.
3. To preserve free access to oil.
4. To protect the free access of the 

allies to the naval and aerial 
routes.

Explaining the apparent contradic
tion between the new US security 
plan, and the prospective sale of 
arms to some of the countries in the 
region, Mr Smith insisted that "this 
government's (USA's) policy will 
seek to sell arms only to consolidate 
the defensive capabilities of coun
tries". Commenting on his recent 
trip to the Gulf region, and the se
curity arrangements for the post-war 
period, the American Defence offi
cial said, "I feel encouraged in light 
of the results of our joint security ef
forts." Richard Clark, Assistant 
Secretary of State for Political and 
Military Affairs, who also testified 
in the same session, supported the 
sale of twenty apache helicopters to 
the United Arab Emirates. He said 
the helicopters were well suited to 
protect the oil platforms/terminals 
and to participate in the activities of 
the ground forces. He described the 
legislation under discussion and 
which calls for a total ban of arms 
sale to the region as frustrating.

CONSOLIDATION
OF LEBANESE
LEGITIMACY

Lebanon is finally regaining its 
sovereignty. Gradually, but steadi
ly, the Lebanese state is coming 
back into form and authority. 
There is a real change going on. 
On the 22nd of May, 1991, a bilat
eral agreement was signed between 
Lebanon and Syria which defined 
their relationship. On the 6th of 
June, the Lebanese government 
appointed forty members of parlia
ment to fill up the vacant seats. 
Both steps were within the Tayif 
accord. At another level, the era of 
militia forces may have reached its 
end as the regular army continues 
to take over militia posts and to 
collect their arms.
Yet, Lebanon today faces three 
major problems - a military prob
lem represented by the presence of 
non-Lebanese military forces on its 
soil, a political problem represent
ed by the Israeli occupation of its 
southern region and relations with 
the Palestinians, and an economic 
problem represented by the recon
struction of the country.
Lebanon needs the support of the 
key countries in the region, as well 
as the international community to 
overcome those three problems. 
The UN is also required to imple
ment the resolutions it had passed 
vis-a-vis Lebanon.
This week, the Lebanese army is 
trying to expand the territory under 
its control, primarily in the Saida 
area. This will bring it in direct 
contact with the Israeli army and 
its surrogate forces. It will also 
bring it in direct contact with Pa
lestinian and Shia strongholds. It 
remains to be seen whether and 
how far the smooth transition of 
power to the regular Lebanese 
army will continue. The Lebanese 
Defence Minister, however, seems 
set on completely regaining control 
over all of Lebanon.
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DETAILED RESULTS OF THE REFERENDUM 
AND LESSONS FOR THE FUTURE

The Referendum on the 
Constitution was Yemen's 
first real experiment with 
democratic practices at the 
grass-roots level. The three 
stages of the process are 
now complete. The first 
stage was the preparation, 
the second stage was the 
execution, and finally, the 
third stage was the docu
mentation of the results. 
Yemen Times decided to 
take the whole file of the 
referendum in order to shed 
more light on that experi
ence and to draw lessons 
from it for the future.
The first lesson has to do 
with the level of participa
tion of the Yemeni people. 
We are new to this situa

Number of Voters by 
Governorates:

Governorate Number

Lahj 167,653
Hadhramaut 153,444
Taiz 133,512
Ibb 115,479
Hodeidah 115,050
Aden 111,825
Abyan 98,506
Sanaa City 86,256
Shabwah 83,390
Sanaa Province 68,977
Hajjah 54,272
Dhamar 46,045
Al-Baidha 31,568
Al-Mahweet 28,911
Sa'adah 28,359
Al-Maharah 21,089
Marib 15,504
Al-Jawf 4,940

TOTAL 1,364,788

tion, and therefore, not all 
the people would under
stand the importance of ex
ercising their rights, and 
how to do that. From the 
results of the participation 
levels, it is very clear that 
many Yemenis have taken 
the initiative and burden, 
and went to exercise their 
democratic rights. But, 
many others have failed to 
show up at the polls as can 
be seen from the table indi
cating participation levels. 
Actually, the issue of par
ticipation is one of the ma
jor problems of all demo
cratic systems, and Yemen 
is no exception. Therefore, 
the lesson to draw is that 
we should inform our peo
ple, and educate them on 
the importance of inter
acting with the democratic 
machinery so as to make 
the system work, Unless 
our people exercise their 
rights, the grass-roots level 
interaction becomes the 
business of the active mi
nority that takes its rights 
and duties seriously. At 
another level, we should 
motivate our female popu
lation to also interact fully 
and effectively. This is 
specially important in the 
rural areas, particularly in 
the remote countryside.

The second lesson to be 
learnt is that organizing 
such a grass-roots level ac
tivity is a costly process. 
Total costs stand at more 
than YR 100 million and 
more than 25,000 persons 
were involved in the exe
cution of the referendum. 
The idea is to employ part 
of the infrastructure and

mechanisms used in the 
referendum to organize 
similar endeavors in the 
future. For example, in 
about fifteen months, the 
country will need to hold 
parliamentary elections. 
Can we re-use some of the 
tools on which we now 
spent such a vast amount 
of money.
The third lesson is that we 
have to avoid last minute 
changes in the program of 
action. The Presidential 
Council issued a commu
nique which involved the 
presentation of forms to 
be filled by the people 
who have comments to 
make. To supervise this 
matter, there were many 
committees. In the final 
results, the whole process 
which costed about YR 12 
million yielded only 2500 
forms. Only 2500 Yeme
nis found it necessary to 
use the forms. The whole 
amendment was marginal. 
Another amendment to the 
program was the one
month extension. This 
costed about YR22 mil
lion, and it added less than 
7% of the registered votes, 
and only God knows how

The Highest who said 
"No" 

to the Constitution

Governorate Percent
Al-Mahweet 4.6%
Hadhramaut 3.1%
Marib 3.1%
Sanaa City 2.7%
Sanaa Province 2.6%
Dhamar 2.4%

National Average 1.5%

many of the 7% actually 
went to the polls.
To avoid last-minute 
amendments and changes 
in future operations, it 
would wise to start prepar
ing as early as possible. 
For example, why don't we 
start preparing for the par
liamentary elections from 
now?
A fourth lesson is that we 
have to implement strict 
rules and regulations to 
govern the behavior of 
those committees which 
supervise the process. The 
persons entrusted with the 
execution of the program 
should be neutral, and 
should not allow their per
sonal beliefs to be reflect
ed in their attitudes to
wards the voters. During 
the referendum, there were 
almost 300 cases in which 
itizens felt that the com
mittees were standing in 
the way of their exercising 
their rights. They went to 
court, got an order and to 
the supreme referendum 
committee thankfully exe
cuted the court orders. In 
three cases, the supervis
ing sub-committee was 
changed.
The fifth lesson is about 
civil registry documents in 
Yemen. We should expe
dite issuing identity cards 
and complete the civil 
registry of our citizens. 
This will allow us to em
bark on grass-roots level 
activities without incurring 
the massive costs incurred 
in the referendum.

All in all, Yemen has done 
a superb job in the referen
dum, and we should all be 
proud of it. The referen
dum was one of the re
quirements of the unifica
tion agreement (in which 
the leadership promised to 
ask for ratification of the 
constitution by the people), 
and it delivered. By all 
yardsticks, the voting was 
clean, the procedures were 
correct, and the supervisors 
were impartial. We have 
reason to be proud of the 
whole process. Yet, we 
should welcome improve
ment to achieve a better 
democratic system.

Percent of Participation 
Among Registered Voters 

by Governorates:

Governorate Percentage

Lahj 91.4%
Shabwah 89.1%
Abyan 87.2%
Aden 82.5%
Al-Maharah 80.2%
Hadhramaut 75.8%
Sanaa City 69.9%
Hodeidah 69.3%
Ibb 68.6%
Taiz 68.2%
Hajjah 61.8%
Al-Mahweet 60.9%
Sa'adah 60.9%
Al-Baidha 60.4%
Dhamar 59.5%
Marib 53.3%
Sanaa Province 52.6%
Al-Jawf 44.3%

National Average 72.2%


