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OUR VIEWPOINT
RICH BASHING 

MUST STOP
Yemeni culture takes two inherently contradictory 
positions vis-a-vis wealth. Yemenis shun the rich 
and the wealthy, and the intensity of animosity 
and negative attitude towards those rich dudes is 
directly proportional to their level of wealth. Thus, 
we speak very negatively of the rich, and by exten­
sion of the whole merchant class. At the same 
time, we all have the strongest urge to become rich 
as quickly as possible. Is it a situation of "sour 
grapes”? Or is it simply an extension of a relig­
ious complex which dictates that to be rich is to be 
filthy and less honorable?
Of course, nobody should sympathize with those 
who have amassed wealth in illegal ways, and 
there are quite a few of those in Yemen. The ma­
jority are government officials who use their posi­
tions to collect money in "different” ways. These 
people should not only be shunned, they should be 
tried.
But I am talking of those people who have earned 
their money the right way. There are a lot of peo­
ple who are rich because they worked hard and 
they continue to work hard, because they know 
opportunities when they see them and they act on 
them, because they plan their actions and weigh 
their decisions, and because they are a little bit 
lucky. These people deserve our respect.
Whatever religious complex we have been brought 
up with, it is imperative that society shows enough 
respect for those who have made it in life. Our ef­
forts at development and progress are led by en­
trepreneurs and risk-takers. These are not the 
laymen on the street - they are often the wealthy. 
The class of merchants and businessmen are not 
thieves, they are decent men and women who have 
achieved what we all aspire for. They are more 
successful than us, that is all!

The Publisher

FILIBUSTER:
YEMENI STYLE

It was a regular session when it started on 
Monday morning July 29th. The people's 
representatives in the House took their 
seats. The day before that had heard a 
short letter from President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh read to them. The Presidential 
Council had returned the political parties 
law, previously approved by the House, to 
parliament with one little request. The 
Council wants that the employees of the 
Central Organization for Audit and Con­
trol, given their function, be restrained 
from political affiliation, like the judiciary. 
The proceedings were on the way to 
oblige. All of a sudden there was a com­
motion - filibuster: Yemeni style. Unfor­
tunately, Yemeni filibuster can get out of 
line, and soon enough one house member, 
Sultan Al-Barakani was exchanging rough 
words with the Speaker of the House, Dr. 
Yasseen Saeed Numan. When the member 
used tough words, the Speaker asked him 
to leave the room. According to the regu­
lations, a member can be asked to leave 
the room only by a decision from the 
House, not its speaker. If the Speaker had 
requested it, he would have obtained it. 
But he did not, thus he also transgressed. 
Soon, the Speaker's security guards, with­
out his request, walked in to forcefully 
remove the member. It was not a pleasant 
sight, as many other members intervened 
to tell the guards to get lost. The session 
was adjourned.
Of course, we are learning and we are feel­
ing our way through this maze of a system 
called democracy. One thing the members 
of the parliament, specially the Speaker, 
have to learn is that democracy requires a 
lot of patience, and a lot of tolerance. Un­
less we can exercise self-control, and un­
less we can take the heat as people drive 
home points which we would rather not 
mention, we cannot have a democracy.
By the way, worse situations occur in 
other much older parliaments, even the 
oldest one around - the one on the Thames. 
We have to get used to it, that is all!

YEMEN TIMES
GROWS TO

SIXTEEN PAGES
The Yemen Times is exactly six months 
old. This is the 22nd issue. It has already 
come a long way in this short time. Now, it 
is going to move one giant step forward 
again. The Yemen Times will celebrate the 
coming 26th September anniversary by go­
ing to sixteen pages. So, a decision has been 
taken to increase the number of pages, but 
the subscription price will remain the same. 
But the purpose of this piece is not to talk 
about that. We are interested in receiving 
from our readers what kind of coverage 
they think is lacking. What items and sec­
tions. you, as a reader think we should as­
sign the pages to.
We will appreciate as much feedback as 
possible, and we will try to orient the new 
pages to the kinds of reports that the readers 
think they need. Please write to and tell us, 
and we will try to oblige.
To match that growth in pages, Yemen 
Times has expanded its editorial staff 
(please refer to page 2). We are also going 
to increase our support and adminstrative 
staff through three new employees.
The judge of the quality of the paper and its 
usefulness is you the reader. Therefore, it is 
vital to us that we hear from you. Please 
write and tell us what you think of the paper 
and how it could be improved.
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PERSONAL VIEW
IMMEDIATE 

ACTION NEEDED !

Abdul-Rahman Al-Haideri 
Journalist

Horrifying reports, this week, came from 
camps in Hodeidah where Yemeni homeless 
emigrants live temporarily until the so-called 
government projects are executed to provide 
better housing and job opportunities for these 
unfortunate returnees.
A year has already elapsed since the return of 
the Yemeni working force who came penniless 
except for some acquired electronics which 
have already been sold to feed them for a few 
months!!!
This week reports confirm that the situation 
has deteriorated in the camps; due to extreme 
poverty. These camps have become the centre 
for the sale of drugs, prostitution and crimes. I 
am afraid that this situation could easily devel­
op into acts of various types of gang warfare if 
no government action is taken without any 
further delay.
According to our information, the government 
has already set up an emergency recovery pro­
ject of US$60 m. with efforts to raise as much 
as US$250 m. in the future. If this money, do­
nated by international organisations and coun­
tries intended to ease the sufferings of these 
victims, is not invested immediately for such 
humanitarian purposes, and if the present sit­
uation is left to continue, I am afraid of the re­
action and backlash it will release. The impli­
cations are so grave that they would reflect on 
Yemeni society for generations to come. We 
have to act immediately.____________________

Housing Bank 
Loans Worth 

YR276 m.
The annual report of the 
Housing Bank released re­
cently confirmed that the 
bank had lent money to 
3,291 families in order to 
construct or repair their 
houses during the period 
July 1978 until March 1991. 
The total credit amount was 
YR276 m. Dr. AU Al Bahr, 
the bank’s Chairman, said, 
"In accordance with an 
agreement signed between 
the bank and the Ministry of 
Housing & Urban Planning, 
the ministry extended to the 
bank, during the period Sep­
tember, 1988 until March 
1991, loans of YR40 m. 
which was dispensed to 670 
beneficiaries. The Housing 
Bank has contributed, in 
turn, to the execution of the 
first housing project at Sab­
atan area south of Haddah 
comprising of 640 residen­
tial units at a total cost of 
YR168 m. The Bank’s other 
activities cover the Yemeni- 
Kuwaiti Estate Develop­
ment Company (YR.6m.), 
the National Company for 
Constructional and Industri­
al Materials (YR. 1.4m.), 
and the Hotel General Com­
pany (YR. 3.4m). Referring 
to the bank's future plans 
and activities, Dr. Al-Bahr 
said, "The bank has already 
made arrangements to fence 
the site of the second resi­
dential project in Sana’a 
city, another site for the first 
residential project in Hodei­
dah port, a third site in Ho­
deidah for the construction 
of a branch for the bank. It 
has also provided a site at 
Al Areesh area, Abyan 
beach in Aden governorate, 
and plans are being set up to 
establish its branches in the 
major cities of Hodeidah, 
Aden and Taiz. The Hous­
ing Bank was established in 
August, 1977 at a capital of 
YR. 100 m. as a joint ven­
ture between the Govern­
ment (70%) and the private 
sector (30%). In 1982, the 
bank's capital was raised to 
YR.200 m., of which the 
paid up capital is YR. 122m.
However, it is worth men­

tioning that the most impor­
tant project executed by the 
bank was its financing of 
the residential units in the 
Haddah area in Sanaa in the 
early 1980s. That project 
has helped in alleviating the 
housing needs of a large 
portion of the Sanaa Middle 
Class. It was planned and 
executed by the then chair­
man of the bank Mr. Ahmed 
Jabir Afif. Since then, the 
bank's projects are small 
and negligible.

German Aid to Yemen

The Federal Republic of Germany has agreed to offer 
Yemen a grant of DM 24 m. as an additional contribu­
tion to support water and sewerage network projects for 
the secondary towns. Last year Germany funded the 
same projects with a grant of DM 25 m. This project is 
considered part of the financial/technical co-operation 
between the two countries. The project target aims to 
provide water and construct sewerage system for a num­
ber of Yemeni towns.

European Companies Explore for Minerals

Last Thursday, two British companies have been award­
ed licences to explore for gold and other minerals in 
three different areas in Yemen. Engineer Ali Jabr Alawi, 
Deputy Minister, Chairman of the Mineral Exploration 
Board told the Yemen Times that CLUFF Abela Limited 
has been awarded a concession to explore for gold, sil­
ver, lead and zinc at Maifaa, Shabwah governorate, 250 
kms. south-east of Sana'a, in an area of 5,500 square ki­
lometres and in Sa'ada, 250 kms. north of Sana’a, in an 
area of 3,100 square kilometres. A second UK firm - 
Elgon Mining Company, Ali Jabr said, will explore for 
gold in Wadi Madan, Hadhramaut governorate, about 
350 Km. east of Sana'a, the capital. The two British 
firms have applied for these concessions in light of the 
studies carried out by the Geological Survey Authority 
and the Mining & Quarrying Law No. (50) of 1991. In 
the mid 1980's a Soviet company discovered gold in 
Hadhramaut, but suspended its operations in the after­
math of disagreement with the former South Yemeni 
Authorities. Yemen stepped up exploitation of its oil and 
mineral resources after the merger between the two parts 
of Yemen.
In an independent development, Mr. Ali Jabr Alawi has 
disclosed further details about mining activities in the 
eastern regions. Engineer Alawi disclosed to the Yemen 
Times that the Mineral Exploration Board had initialled 
an agreement with the Dutch firm "Billiton International 
Metals B.V." for the exploration of zinc, lead and silver 
in Nihm area about 100 kms. east of Sana'a. Billiton In­
ternational is part of "Shell" of the Netherlands and has 
mining operations world-wide. The final agreement will 
be concluded by the end of the current year, Alawi Said. 
The National Geological Authority has carried out the 
primary works and executed several geological, geo­
physical, drilling and various analysis for minerals in the 
Nihm area. The results of these works proved that the 
mineral deposits are commercially viable. At present, the 
Authority is busy with the metallurgical analysis, Deputy 
Minister Alawi said.

60% of the Nationalized Lands Resolved
•

The committee assigned to solve the problems of the na­
tionalized land in the southern and eastern governorates 
has successfully reached solutions for about 60% of the 
existing problems between the owners and beneficiaries, 
in particular those in Hadramout governorates. Speaking 
to the weekly "22 May" published in Aden, Sadeq Amin 
Abu Ras, Minister of Agriculture & Water Resources, 
Chairman of the Committee, said "The committee, with­
in two weeks time was able to give back, the national­
ized lands to 32 owners in Tarim, and 33 owners at Al- 
Qatn, both in Wadi Hadhramaut.
The committee granted every beneficiary 10 acres of fal­
low land, owned by the State, in accordance with the 
constitution and the presidential declaration. Sub­
committees were formed in Sayoun directorate to inves­
tigate into the documents proving ownership to cases 
which have not been resolved yet.

Drilling for Water, Gas Discovered

The weekly newspaper '26 September, published last 
Thursday "While a number of citizens in Beihan, Shab­
wah governorate, were drilling a well for drinking water 
purposes, were surprised by the unexpected gush of gas 
which caused the death of two persons."
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Minister Al-Qadhi:

"We are in limbo until the education law is enacted."
Dr. Ahmed Salim Al- 
Qadhi is the Minister of 
Higher Education and Re­
search. It is his first time 
as member of cabinet, and 
he is handling it in a 
smooth way. Dr. Al-Qadhi 
obtained his PhD from 
the USSR. He is an old 
hand in the educational 
profession as he started 
his career as a teacher, 
then a principal. Before 
joining the cabinet, he 
was the general manager 
of the Cinema General 
Corporation in the former 
South Yemen. Yemen 
Times went to speak to 
him about higher educa­
tion and research in the 
country:

Q: You are busy these 
days arranging scholar­
ships for undergraduate 
studies abroad. You must 
be under a lot of pressure 
from different parties to 
accomodate the needs of 
their children?
A: It is true this is a diffi­
cult job. It is especially so 
since Yemen has been 
awarded this year only 370 
scholarships, whereas we 
have over 3500 applicants. 
In addition, some of these 
scholarships are conditional 
on that we send a similar 
number of students to those 
countries at our expense. In 
general, we face a difficult 
situation.

Q: Why do all these stu­
dents want to study 
abroad. We have two 
universities in the coun­
try, and several colleges of 
education?
A: There are many reasons. 
One is simply the prestige 
associated with studying in 
foreign lands; second is a 
chance to acquire another 
language. But most impor­
tant, we are sending studies 
abroad in those fields of

specialization which do not 
exist in either of our univer­
sities. For example, we are 

an agricultural country, but 
the Colleges of Agriculture 
do not have several special­
izations which are impor­
tant to the country. Let me 
name irrigation engineer­
ing, as an example. We 
have become an oil coun­
try, we do not have this 
specialization in our Col­
lege of Engineering, etc. 
There is one more reason. 
If I get a scholarship and 
travel abroad, it means I get 
allowances to meet my 
room and board expenses in 
addition to tuition and other 
educational expenditures. 
Thus, it is cheaper to study 
abroad at someone else's 
expense than to study in 
Yemen at one's own ex­
pense.

Q: How far have you 
come in your efforts to re­
direct the flow of demand 
for higher studies?
A: We are trying to develop 
policies that will tie our 
higher education with the 
development needs of the 
country. In this regard, we 
are finalizing the blue-print 
for higher institutes in the 
country. These will be vo­
cational and professional in 
nature, and we will also 
promote privately owned 
community colleges.

Q: When 
you speak 
of private 
high insti­
tutes, have 
you re­
ceived any 
application 
or offer?
A: Yes, 
there are 
many parties 
which are 
interested in 
investing in 
this field. 
There are lo­
cal as well 
as foreign 
investors. 
The locals

are many, but among the 
foreign parties let me point 
those from Bahrain and 
Jordan. We are waiting for 
the law in this regard to 
start responding to these 
applications.

Q: What is the size of the 
the market or student 
body in post-secondary 
education?
A: There are of course, 
about fifty thousand stu-

dents in the two 
national univer­
sities (about 
42,000 m Sanaa 
University, and 
about 8,000 in 
Aden Universi­
ty). In addition, 
there are be­
tween 8000 to 
10000 Yemenis 
studying abroad

Q: Is your min­
istry respon­
sible for post­
graduate stud­
ies also?

That is an­
other matter that 
needs to be sort­
ed out. At the moment, 
there is a committee at the 
Ministry of Civil Service 
and Administrative Reform 
which handles this matter.

Q: There is some criti­
cism that the level of co­
ordination between the 
two universities and be­
tween them and the Mini­
stry of Higher Education 
is insufficient. How do 
you respond to that?
A: At the moment we are 
paralyzed and unable to do 
anything because the law 
governing this ministry, as 
well as its relations with 
the two universities, and 
the whole educational sys­
tem has not been enacted. 
We had prepared a law for 
higher education which 
was being discussed by the 
cabinet. But then, the 
House of Representatives 
introduced the general law 
for education, which is an 
all-encompassing law. It 
includes all levels of edu­
cation starting from day­
care services to higher edu­
cation. The cabinet decided 
to stop any more work on 
the higher education law as 
it is included in the general 
law for education. But this 
has yet to be promulgated. 
Therefore, there is no legal 
base for us to do anything 
with the universities at this 
stage. But, let me mention 
that H.E. Prime Minister 
Abubakar Al-Attas, in one 
meeting which I attended, 
instructed the two universi­
ties to share and exchange 
notes regarding curricula, 
systems, regulations, and 
expertise. They say they 
are doing that, and we will 
find out in due time how 
much coordination and 
cooperation is taking place.

Q: This Ministry is also 
responsible for research.

That is something that 
has been sitting on the 
back burner for a long 
time. Any news?
A: Many people fail to see 
the importance of research, 
specially under conditions 
of financial constraints. 
Research does not pay off 
immediately, and that is 
one of our problems when 
we seek allocations. In the 
future, our hope is that all 
research programs will 
evolve under the umbrella 
of two organizations. Re­
search in the hard sciences 
will fall under the The 
Central Authority for 
Scientific Research, while 
research in the social sci­
ences will fall under the 
Center for Yemeni Studies 
and Research.

Q: There is talk at the 
moment that the size of 
the government will be 
reduced by merging cer­
tain ministries. Your 
ministry is a candidate. 
What is the last word you 
heard on this?
A: We have heard such ru­
mours. Irrespective of 
whether this ministry re­
mains in its present form 
or is transformed, I think it 
is important to note the 
major significance of re­
search and higher studies 
in the evolution and devel­
opment of nations. We are 
interested in the consolida­
tion of our tools to carry 
out focussed research that 
will contribute to the de­
velopment process, as well 
as specialized education 
that will promote progress. 
Whether this is done 
through a ministry or a 
board or an authority is of 
secondary importance.

Q: What are your plans 
for this and next years?
A: Our major objectives

are to establish the organi­
zational and adminstrative 
infrastructure for the mini­
stry so that it can carry out 
its functions and duties 
properly. We are going to 
enlist the assistance of ex­
perts, for which we have al­
ready approached certain 
foreign donors.

Q: We are talking about 
the Ministry of Higher 
Education & Research?
A: Yes. We already have 
the broad lines and objec­
tives. By October, we will 
have finished the details; 
and by January 1992, there 
will be a full-fledged plan 
of action which will be im­
plemented.

Q: In general, what is 
your assessment of our 
university education?
A: Of course, there must be 
continued improvements in 
this sector, as in all sectors. 
The government has taken 
the initiative when it estab­
lished a ministerial commit­
tee for this purpose headed 
by the Vice Prime Minister 
for Manpower Develop­
ment and Administrative 
Reform. Our education and 
training must be oriented 
towards the needs of socie­
ty, and in line with the de­
velopment process. This 
means that we should em­
phasize those specializa­
tions that lend themselves 
directly to improvements in 
productivity, performance 
and creativity. Today, the 
output of our universities is 
not upto the mark, but there 
are many factors which are 
responsible for this situa­
tion. Therefore, we should 
all work towards an im­
proved and continuously 
dynamic system which is 
flexible enough to absorb 
any new developments.
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Yemeni Architecture Exhibition In France
Starting on October 12th, 
1991, there will be an ex­
hibition of Yemeni vitrics 
(colored glass) arches and 
architecture (Vitraux et 
Architecture du Yemen) at 
Chartres, France. The ex­
hibition is being coordi­
nated by Dr. Jose-Marie 
Bel, and his Yemeni as­
sistant Mr. Sadek Saleh 
Al-Sa’ar, under the patron­
age of UNICEF and the 
International Center for 
Vitrics, and with contribu­
tions from Alcatel, Atelier 
BEL et l'Association pour 
le Patrimoine 
Architectural du Yemen, 
Caisse Nationale des 
Monuments Historiques et 
des Sites, Banque Indo- 
suez (Sanaa), Platres Lam­
bert, PMB Couleur- 
Verrerie de Saint-Just, To­
tal, Yemen Airways, 
among others. The exhibi­
tion receives the official 
support of the French

Government, specially the 
mayor of Chartres. Char­
tres was chosen as the ini­
tiation site of the exhibi­
tion because it is the focal 
point for cultural, archi­

tectural and religious heri­
tage. Following Chartres, 

the exhibition, in a six- 
months tour, will go to 
Merseilles, Lylle, Paris, La 
Defense, and other cities 
in France, as well as to 
other cities in Italy, Ger­

many and other countries.
The exhibition will include 
various programs such as 
folk songs from Yemen, 
pictures and artistic 
works, patterns of Yeme­
ni architecture and vitrics 
windows, lectures and 
presentations, films, and a 
number of other activities. 
This event is expected to 

have a profound influence 
on how the French and 
European societies think 
of Yemen, and of the ar­
tistic heritage and contri­
bution of Yemen. Thus it 
will help in a better un­
derstanding between the 
two peoples.
Vitrics arches are an ex­
ceptionally developed ar­
tistic work in Yemen, al­
though this art has 
universal appeal and appli­
cations, specially in chu­
rches. Most Yemeni hous­
es have on top of their 
windows, vitrics arches 
which are highly variable 
in size, shape, color, and 
perfection. The primary 
function of these compo­
nents is for beauty and dec­
oration purposes, although 
they have other purposes, 
for example, lighting. In 
the older days, the arches 
were made of alabaster 
which was extracted from 
the quarry sites. The ala­
baster was held together 
and shaped by gypsum. 
Today, colorful glasses 
have replaced the alabaster. 
The old variety was called 
the "qamarriyah" meaning 
of the moon. Today, peo­
ple mistakenly call the 
arches which are techni­
cally the uqood (عقود). 
Jose-Marie Bel and Sadek 
Al-Sa’ar are presently in

Yemen trying to enlist the 
support and interest of the 
Yemeni authorities. Upto 
now, however, the officials 

in charge of tourism, cul­
ture, architecture, etc., 
have failed to see light re­
garding the importance of 
this exhibition and the 
need to support it, even 
morally. It is worth noting 
that the Association for 
the Preservation of Yeme­
ni Architecture was estab­
lished recently. Its legal 
formulation took place on 

This association 
is interested in protecting 

the unique Yemeni archi­
tecture, and to enlist inter­
national support for its 
maintenance. Of course, 
it is a major participant in 
the virtics exhibition.
In a separate, yet compli­
mentary, development, the 
General Organization for 
the Preservation of the 
Historic Cities, in collabo­
ration with the UNESCO, 
is launching a major sym­
posium for safeguarding 
the cities of Sanaa and 
Shibam. The symposium 
will take place during 14- 
18/12/1991. Specialists 
invited to speak and make 
presentations come from 
France (5 specialists), 
Germany (four specia­
lists), and one each from 
Belgium, Italy, the Nether 
lands, Switzerland, USA, 
Poland, Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Morocco, and Paki­
stan. Of course, there will 
also be many participants 
from Yemenis and foreign 
specialists already residing 

in Yemen. Yemen Times 
learnt from the office of 
Dr. Abdul-Rahman Al- 
Haddad, Chairman of the 
General Organization for 
the Preservation of the 
Historic Cities, that the 
symposium will be fol­
lowed by another major, 
the annual celebration of 
the 19th of December, 
which is the day Sanaa 
was declared an interna­
tional heritage.



31 JULY 1991 LAW & DIPLOMACY 5

CUSTOMS LAW, cont'd:
Article (74):
The inspection chiefs and other 
officials have the right to re­
inspect the goods while still in 
the customs compound, and pro­
vided customs duty has not been 
already paid, and as per the pro­
visions of articles (63) and (73) 
of this law.

CHAPTER HI:
PROVISIONS CONCERNING 
PASSENGERS

Article (75):
All passengers have to go 
through customs and declare 
whatever is in their possession or 
accompanying them. The decla­
ration and inspection is to be 
done according to procedures 
stipulated by the Customs 
Authority.

CHAPTER IV: 
ARBITRATION:

Article (76):
If there arises a dispute between 
the customs department and the 
relevant party regarding the 
specifications, origin, or value of 
the goods, the decision of the 
customs department is final ex­
cept in two cases:
a) If the department's decision 
entails an extra burden in taxes, 
fees and customs duty not less 
than fifteen dinars of YR390.
b) If the department's decision 
leads to non-release of the goods 
and their value is not less than 

300 dinars or YR7800.
The dispute is then recorded, and 
an arbitration team is formed of 
two persons with each party 
naming one. If the applying par­
ty fails to name his/her arbiter 
within eight days of the minute 
recording, then the decision of 
the customs department is 
deemed final.

Article (77):
If the two-member arbitration 
team agree on a decision, their 
decision is final and binding. If 
they disagree, the matter is pre­
sented to a committee of three 
persons: the first is a permanent 
plenipotentiary appointed by the 
minister, the second represents 
the customs department and to be 
chosen by the Chairman of the 
Customs Authority, and the third 
person representing the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and 
to be named by the Chairman of 
the chamber. The committee 
takes its decision by majority 
vote, and after listening to the 
arbitration team, and any other 
persons it chooses. The decision 
of this committee is final and is 
not subject to any appeal. The 
loser of the case is liable for all 
the costs and expenses.

Article (78):
The minister determines the 
number of committees and cen­
ters and their jurisdiction, the re­
muneration of their members, 
and the costs of arbitration.
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CHILDREN AS THE VICTIMS OF WARS
During the past decade, 
more than 1.5 million 
children in poor coun­
tries have died as a direct 
result of war. Yet death is 
only the most dramatic 
and widely reported ef­
fect of armed conflict. 
For every child killed, 
three more have been 
wounded or physically 
disabled, and many more 
have been psychologically 
scarred.

War’s all-embracing im­
pact on a child's develop­
ment envelopes attitudes,; 
relationships to people and 
society, moral values, and 
the mental framework for 
understanding society and 
life itself. Of necessity, 
many children of war 
adopt defiance and vio­
lence as a way of life, thus 
perpetuating the probabili­
ty of future armed conflict 
Since the Second World 
War ended in 1945, some 
22 million people have 
died in about 127 armed 
conflicts. The greatest im­
pact is felt by children.
Psycho-social trauma is the 
most widespread effect of 
armed conflict. Denied the 
security and care that pro­

mote natural childhood de­
velopment, and subject to 
sustained stress over a pro­
longed period of time, 
many children express 
feelings of sadness and 
anxiety and demonstrate 
behavioural disorders of 
various levels of intensity. 
Studies indicate that chil­
dren become obsessed with 
war conditions, play, and 
drawings. Defiance and vi­
olence appear to be part of 

their psychological 
coping mechanism. 
Evidence from 
Afghanistan shows 
that the incidence 
of disabilities near­
ly doubles among 
children living in 
zones of armed 
conflict, not just be­
cause of physical 
injuries, but be­
cause conditions of 
war foster a higher 
incidence of polio, 
nutritional deficien­
cies, and psycho­
logical trauma. 
Most disabilities 
are permanent and 
the effects are cu­
mulative. War in­
duced trauma are 
transmitted among

generations and evidence 
of this is found in contin­
ued therapy among fami­
lies of holocaust victims 
and survivors.
Attitudes, cultural restric­
tions, and ignorance, as 
well as a lack of resources, 
services, and trained per­
sonnel, all compound the 
problem of helping war­
disabled children in deve­
loping nations. In situa­
tions of armed conflict, 
existing rehabilitation ser­
vices are usually geared to 
adults, particularly fighting 
men and the military.
Only 10 to 20% of the chil­
dren disabled in war in 
Latin America and 
Afghanistan receive low- 
cost prosthetic devices. In 

some instances, 
the very cost of 
replacing pros­
thetic devices as 
children grow 
and change is 
often used as a 
rationalization 
for ignoring 
their needs alto­
gether. As a re­
sult deformity 
accelerates with 
continuing skel­
etal growth. The 
surgical hospital 
of the Interna­
tional Commit­
tee of the Red

Cross at Kabul has been 
receiving approximately 
four hundred war wounded 
persons per month since 
the summer of 1990. Of 
these, more than half of 
them are either women or 
children below the age of 
fourteen. Struck down at 
an innocent age, these chil­
dren have been deprived of 
their right to a normal life. 
Handicapped, many of 
them wonder about their 
future.
According to UNICEF, 
there are one million or­
phans in Afghanistan 
alone. Another 3 million 
children there have been 
deprived of all schooling 
because of the fighting. In 
Angola, Mozambique, 
Cambodia and other loca­
tions, boys and girls have 
suffered dreadful mutila­
tion through mines scat­
tered about the country­
side. Others have been 
scarred for life by what 
they have seen or by

events in which they have 
been forced to take part.
Children who have lived 
through the horrors of war 
will always bear scars that 
will never heal. In Mozam­
bique, children suffer these 
injuries again and again. 
Official statistics speak of 
300,000 homeless children. 
Some are kidnapped, some 
disappear, many lose a par­
ent or both parents. They 
have one thing in common: 
separation from their fami­
lies. Besides the traditional 
atrocities of war, children 
are now exposed to graver, 
and more lasting damage. 
In Mozambique, the kid­
napping of small children 
for the purpose of future 
enlistment in the fighting 
ranks has taken place. 
Children have been cap­
tured and then forced to 
kill members of their own 
family. Children who re-

fuse to obey 
such orders 
are maimed. 
For fifty two 
years since 
1939, our 
world has 
been preoc­
cupied by 
war, by the 
fighting of 
war, by the 
preparing for 
war, by pay­
ing for the 
war. In all 
these forms, 
wars have 
distorted 
many econo­
mies. To
quantify the cost of the 
arms race, here are exam­
ples:
One half hour military 
spending by the developed 
countries costs US$ 36m. 
This is enough to help 
750,000 Third World peo­
ple become self-sufficient 
in food production.

One nuclear powered sub­
marine costs US$ 1,400 m. 
This is enough to fund a 5- 
year child immunisation 
program against six killer 
diseases, preventing one 
million deaths per year.
One nuclear test explosion 
cost US$ 12 m. This is 
enough to provide 20 
schools for children.
The time is ripe for a glo­

bal consensus on the con­
cept of "Children as a Zone 
of Peace". Such commit­
ment by the world's gov­
ernments would protect 
children from armed attack 
and terrorism, and would 
ensure their exclusion from 
the forces of armed com­
bat It would also provide

them with secure access to 
health, education, and so­
cial services in times of 
war, while exposing them 
to peaceful strategies for 
conflict resolution.

UNICEF is concerned 
about the impact of deteri­
orating environmental con­
ditions on the situation of 
children and on their very 
survival.
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UBL BANKER:
"UBL-YEMEN IS DOING WELL. IT SHOULD DO MORE!"

Just prior to his depar­
ture to the airport follow­
ing a successful two-day 
visit to Yemen, H.E. Mr. 
Mohammad Saeed Butt, 
President of United Bank 
Limited found himself 
cornered. He had to talk 
to the Yemen Times. 
"This is the first time I 
consent to talk to the Me­
dia', he said with consid­
erable reservation. We 
were gratified with his 
agreement to talk to us. 
Following are excerpts of 
the interview:

Q: What is your evalua­
tion of UBL-Yemen?
A: UBL-Yemen is doing 
well. Its documents say so 
(Please refer to box), its 
customers say so, and its 
relationships with the au­
thorities confirm this. But 
as one of the oldest banks 
in this country, it could and 
should do more, especially 
in meeting the credit re­
quirements of customers 
with integrity and viable 
projects.

Q: Do you favor expan­
sion of UBL services and 
branches?
A: Not withstanding the 
impending privatization of 
the United Bank Limited, 
nevertheless, I feel having 
regards to the potential in­
herent in the economy. 
Therefore, UBL should en­
large its presence in the 
country. UBL Yemen Gen­
eral Manager, Mr. Inaya­
tullah Butt, interjected and 
explained that UBL had al­
ready applied to the Cen­
tral Bank of Yemen to 
open a Branch in Aden. 
"We are awaiting the CBY 
decision on this," he said.

Q: The CBY is asking the 
banks to raise their capi­
tal to YR100 Million by 
the end of 1991 and to 
YR250 Million five years 

henceforth. Is UBL- 
Yemen prepared for such 
increases?
A: Of course, All banks 
working in Yemen have to 
comply with CBY require­
ments. We are no excep­
tion. UBL-Yemen has 
made the necessary ar­
rangements to meet the 
1991 capital increase.

Q: As short as your visit 
may have been, what is 
your assessment of the 
Yemeni economy?
A: I think the recent fur­
ther discovery in the oil 
and gas sector carry a lot 
of hope. Of course, the for­
eign exchange crunch will 
continue to bear on the 
economy for the next few 
years. But, how long this 
situation will persist de­
pends on how the economy 
is managed. In my opinion, 
the medium and long term 
prospects look good.

Q: As a banker, what do 
you make of the recent 
BCCI developments?
A: I think the banking 
community has witnessed 
various problems, some of 
them serious. The BCCI 
problems are by no means 
the most serious. Yet the 
measures taken against 
BCCI were very harsh. In 
my personal opinion, the 
decisions carried peevish- 
edge.

Q: Again as a banker, by 
the end of 1992 , Western 
Europe plans to become a 
unified market. Some 
new banking laws are 
stipulated to remain in 
business in Europe, spe­
cially the Bazel regula­
tions like new require­
ments in capital adequa­
cy, provisions ratios and 
classification of the Third 
World as high risk coun­
tries. How do you view 
these developments?
A: I am sure that the 8% 
capital adequa­
cy require­
ment, to which 
by the way 
many Europe­
an banks do 
not yet adhere, 
will place a 
new burden on 
Third World 
banks, and that 
will make their 
operations dif­
ficult. The cri­
teria for provi­
sion is very 
stringent and 
classifications 
of all the Third 
World coun­
tries as high 
risk areas will 
place serious 
limitations on 
their activities.

Q: Pakistan 
has applied

Islamic rules 
in Banking. 
How far has 
the Islamiciza­
tion process 
come and what 
is your evalua­
tion of it?
A: The banks in 
Pakistan have 
been Islami­
cized, which 
means they do 
not deal in in­
terest (payment 
or receipt).

Other mechanisms such as 
Mudharaba, Musharaka 
and Murabaha have re­
placed the interest system. 
I would say we are still ex­
perimenting with this for­
mula. We will need a few 
more years before judge­
ment can be passed on this 
experiment

Q. If the Islamicization 
process mainly means 
not dealing with interest, 
Islamic Banks are forced 
into the interest system 

because Islamic Banks 
do not have a clearing 
system of their own?
A: Of course, you are 
right. Our international 
operations have an inter­
est component in them. I 
think that a clearing house 
for the Islamic Banks is 
necessary to avoid this sit­
uation. May be, this is al­
ready in the pipeline and 
we may see it happen 
soon.

Q: Any comments on 
Yemen?
A: Of course, I have been 
here only two days, and 
most of the time is spent 
in office meetings and vi­
siting the important cli­
ents. But of what I have 
seen, Yemen is a unique 
and beautiful country, and 
its people are courteous 
and hospitable. I hope to 
come back one of these 
days, and spend a long 
time sight-seeing the 
country.

With the CBY Governor

With the Chairman of YEMENIA, a major client
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WORDS OF WISDOM
Life is what happens to 

you while you’re busy do­
ing other things.

* * *

Those who have never 
experienced misfortune 
have never realized how 
much they have to lose.

* * *

Learning how to say no 
is the surest and swiftest 
method of self-defense 
that you can acquire.

* * *
The greatest grief is 

silent.

To refuse to speak bad­
ly of someone, even when 
you know a thing to be 
true, requires only our si­
lence; it costs nothing.

* * *

If you can’t use your 
money to your advantage, 
what is the point of hav­
ing it? * * *

Those who share our 
opinions are always the 
most sensible people we 
know.

WOULD YOU BELIEVE
F. Scott Fitzgerald and 

Ernest Hemingway didn’t 
meet at some literary 
conference or awards cer­
emony. Their first meet­
ing was at a bar in Paris.

* * *

The Nobel Prize, in ad­
dition to the prestige it 
brings, was worth about 
$700,000 in cash to each 
of its winners in 1990.

* * *

The king of Bhutan is 
known to enjoy playing a 
game of basketball. His 
subjects aren’t known to 
defend him aggressively.

* * *

Although President 
Woodrow Wilson was in­
strumental in creating 
the League of Nations af­
ter World War I, he 
couldn’t persuade the 
U.S. Senate to let the 
United States join the 
organization.* * *

Crocodiles are the 
most voracious man-eat­
ing creatures on Earth. 
They’ve been known to 
eat an average of 2,000 
people a year.* * *

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Solutions can come from daydreams 
if you get stuck on a project. Nice energy.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Friendships may re­
quire considerable adjustments to keep them going.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Career recognition 
may not be everything you want this week; but remain 
determined.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Long-distance affairs 
require special handling early in the week. A stable 
Saturday.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Run through your 
ideas with friends before proceeding. You have amaz­
ing intuitiveness.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Be careful not to start the 
weekend feeling run down. Be creative.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Be willing to adjust to 
others’ whims and idiosyncrasies. Personal confusion 
lifts on Wednesday.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Fight for all the free 
time you can get early in the week. Challenge your 
ability to focus on one thing.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Once your home life is 
secured you have a good foundation for success.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Measure words 
carefully to avoid misunderstandings. Conserve mon­
ey on Saturday.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Small expenses 
tend to mount up this week; keep tabs. Love is a 
stabilizing influence.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Start your week like 
a house afire. Personal gains and successes.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Tie up a number of 
loose ends in your, personal life. Avoid financial 
impulsiveness.

If You Were Born This Week
Happy Birthday Moon Children! A healthy self- 

interest is OK this month. More communications to 
attend to. Expanded earning power may be necessary 
in August to keep up with expenses. Writing success in 
September.



31 JULY 1991 SOCIETY 9

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE
WELCOME HOME

After reading the article "Where 
Do We Belong?" (3rd July, 1991) 
by Fatma S. Rawah, I decided to 
write and say, "Welcome Home, 
Fatma". No one will discriminate 
against you in Yemen and no one 
is to be blamed for being a 
"muwallad".
Also those Yemeni Muwalladeen 
(children of emigrants) from So­
malia are most welcome. We 
don’t have to go over what they 
have been through during these 
past months in Somalia. They 
have been exposed to a lot of 
hardships and we wouldn't like to 
see them suffer anymore. I was 
personally in Kenya at the time of 
the arrival of the Yemeni emi­
grants in Mombasa from wartom 
Somalia, they had nothing to eat 
for days, they did not know where 
to go, all their belongings were 
stolen, etc. Thanks to Yemeni- 
Kenyan cooperation and their 
joint care for the emigrants, and 
thanks go to the Yemeni Govern­
ment for meeting the costs of the 
flights and other expenditures. I 
would like to take this opportuni­
ty to convey special thanks to 
Miss Moonira, Yemeni Consular 
in Nairobi who worked very hard 
in assisting the truly lost Yemenis 
from Somalia with travelling doc­
uments.
Praise be to our Lord and may He 
guide our country to become a 
strong Nation with Love, Peace 
and Unity, Amen.

Swaleh S. Al-maery, 
Hodeidah

Yemeni Eagle on the 
Verge of Take-off

The Yemeni Eagle has been 
standing for too long. It had been 
disabled by weakness in one of its 
powerful wings. As the saying 
goes "Men and Women are like 
the Wings of the Bird", the Wom­
en's side had been weakened. Our 
Eagle could not fly with one wing 
and has been awaiting repair ea­
gerly to fly and soar high in the 
World of development. Using the 
most powerful weapon; educa­
tion, which is intensifying by the 
hour, we are fighting with mighty 
power and courage to strengthen 
the weak wing for the take-off.
Glorious will be the time when 
our wing acquires the 'once upon 
a time power that made history 
universally and which brings 
tourists from across the World to 
see the ruins of Queen Sheba and 
Bilgis. With God's help, we shall 
turn the ruins into a prosperous, 
powerful and magnificent place.

By: Abla Abed Awadh, 
6th Year, Medical Faculty 
Sana'a University.

Two Can’t Walk Together 
Unless They Agree to Do so

It is widely believed that 80% of 
the Somali people are ethnically 
homogeneous. However, there 
was a very surprising decision by 
the S.N.M. which declared the in­
dependence of the North Somali 
people and hoisted a new flag. 
Now they claim to be a new re­
public while this move is strongly 
opposed in the South. To get this, 
they have been fighting for the 
last twelve years during which 
more than 150,000 people lost 
their lives. It is known that the 
North Somali people were colon­
ised by the British whereas the 
South was colonized by the Ital­
ians. The North got its indepen­
dence before the South, but the 
two parts were merged into a unit­
ed republic.
But unfortunately, when Siad 
Barre, the doddering autocrat 
came to power, he began to ex­
ploit and harass the North Somali 
people politically and socially. 
Siad Barre's ruthless army began a 
systematic campaign of torture to 
quell any oppositions to the new 
regime. So the North Somali peo­
ple set up a movement which is 
now called "Somali National 
Movement" which fought against 
the military divisions of the South 
and which were mandated to mis­
treat the North Somali people. 
After a long and brutal fighting 
the S.N.M. captured their provin­
cial capital of Hargeisa and the 
surrounding countryside and im­
mediatly hoisted a new flag in the 
region. So my point is that they 
need to be supported and recog­
nised as a republic because "Two 
can't walk together unless they 
agree to do so". Otherwise, there 
will be an endless civil war.

Sheikh Nour Qassim Ahmed, 
College of Education, 
Hodeidah

WELCOME HOME

After reading the article "Where 
Do we Belong?" (3rd July, 1991) 
by Fatma S. Rawah I decided to 
write and say, "Welcome Home". 
No one will discriminate against 
you in Yemen and no one is to be 
blamed for being MUWALLAD. 
Also those Yemeni Muwalladeen 
emigrants from Somalia are most 
welcomed. We don't have to go 
over what happened to them dur­
ing these past months in Somalia. 
They have gone through hell and 
we wouldn't like to see them suf­
fer anymore.
I was in Kenya at the time when 
the Yemeni emigrants arrived in 
Mombasa from war-torn Somalia. 
They had nothing to eat for days, 
they did not know where to go, 
and all their belongings were sto­
len. Thanks to the Yemeni- 

Kenyan co-operation and care to 
the emigrants. Thanks are due to 
the Yemeni Government for meet­
ing the cost of the flights which 
flew the emigrants safely to Aden 
and other expenditures.
But special thanks go to Miss 
Moonira, Yemeni Consular in Nai­
robi for working very hard in as­
sisting the truly lost Yemenis from 
Somalia with traveling documents. 
Praised be our Lord and may He 
guide our country to become a 
strong nation full of Love, Peace 
and Unity- Amen.

Swaleh S. Al-maery, 
Hodeidah

Who Deserves to be Punished

There was a little poor girl ten 
years old who staying with her 
parents. The father who was edu­
cated had no time to look after the 
welfare of his daughter as his only 
interest was to look for money, 
and more money by all means. Her 
mother was weak and illiterate.
The little girl who was studying in 
a primary school was not as bright 
as her class-mates because she 
lacked help, advice and guidance 
from her father. She always asked 
her father to help her but he cared 
the less. The only answer she got 
from him was "Wait for me until I 
come back". She used to stay up 
all night waiting for his return un­
til sleep overcomes her, but he 
usually doesn't turn up.
Her mother was usually ready to 
help her, but how? Many times she 
asked her husband to take care of 
their daughter but her requests 
were to no avail. He did not care 
about what was happening. The 
poor girl never felt the existence of 
her father as his presence effected 
her little.

When she completed her examina­
tions and the results were out, she 
went to deliver them to her father 
at home. At that moment the father 
realised that he had a daughter. He 
asked her about her studies and 
how she did. Looking down the 
girl handed him her results (the 
transcript) and respectfully asked 
him to sign. He got angry when he 
found out she had failed her ex­
ams. He hit and tied her up. He 
was shouting, "Why did you fail 
the exams while you have all your 

needs - money, clothes, a big 
house furnished with every­
thing?".
The girl suddenly fainted and fell 
flat on her face. She was quickly 
rushed to the hospital by an ambu­
lance. At the hospital the doctor 
explained to them that he was 
really sorry to see such a sad case. 
The mother cried aloud and in­
quired what had happened to her 
only daughter! The doctor in­
formed them that the girl got para­
lysed.
As a first-hand observer of this 
sad event, I keep asking myself 
whether what the father men­
tioned as factors in the girl's stu­
dying were the right and most es­
sential ones? Who was wrong - 
the father or the little girl?
If the father was wrong, who can 
dare punish him - the wife or the 
little girl?

by: Khalid Nassir Al-Muziji, 
Third year student, 
Faculty of Education, 
Sana'a University

My Fate

I was fifteen years old when I dis­
covered that I fell in love with a 
beautiful young girl. She was very 
intelligent Moreover she had 
large attractive eyes. Whenever 
our eyes met, I was assailed by 
unconquerable timidity.
Today she is seventeen years old 
and her beauty goes on increasing 
day by day. The more her beauty 
goes on increasing, the more my 
feeling towards her goes on deve­
loping. I always try to get the best 
opportunity to meet her, to look at 
that charming face, and those at­
tractive eyes. I want to express my 
love and to tell her that I'm very 
faithful to her.
She is all thing in my life. If God 
helps us and brings us together, 
surely I'll be the happiest man in 
the world.
But upto now I don't know wheth­
er she is going to wait for me or 
whether she is going to marry an­
other person and leave me behind. 
I don't even know if she recipro­
cates my feelings.

by: Gamil A. A. Mohsen, 
Taiz
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ZEENAWI 
ELECTED

PRESIDENT OF 
ETHIOPIA

Following the overthrow of the 
Mengitsu regime in late May, the 
main former rebel groups and oth­
er parties met in a National Con­
ference during 1-5 July. Agree­
ment was reached on the 
formation of a transitional gov­
ernment and a charter of rights; A 
new constitution will be drawn 
up and free elections will be held 
within 2 years. The Eritrean Peo­
ples Liberation Front (EPLF) has 
formed a provisional government 
in Eritrea, pending a referendum 
on the status of Eritrea. The Ethi­
opian transitional government 
and the Eritrean provincial gov­
ernment have agreed to co­
operate over security, trade and 
immigration matters. There is 
talk of a pact for mutual defence. 
The agreement also guaranteed 
Ethiopian access to the Red Sea, 
where Assab is to become a free 
port. Members of the Security 
Council, the EEC, a number of 
other countries including Yemen 
observed the conference.
The outcome of the Ethiopian 
National Conference is encourag­
ing. The charter provides assu­
rances on political and human 
rights so lacking under the former 
regime. A commitment to free 
elections within 2 years is made. 
The postponement of a referen­
dum on Eritrea's future status, 
which will be UN monitored, and 
agreement on co-operation be­
tween Ethiopian transitional gov­
ernment and Eritrean provisional 
Government is sensible. Accord­
ing to a Yemen foreign ministry 
source "It is for the parties con­
cerned to determine the status of 
Eritrea, taking account of popular 
opinion".
The ruling chamber is composed 
of eighty-seven persons repre­
senting all the rebel and ethnic 
groups. This chamber exercises 
broad-ranging legislative authori­
ty, and it elected President Millis 
Zeenawi for two years. It is also 
expected to ratify the choice of 
Vice President and Prime Mini­
ster who are to be named by the 
President.

SUCCESSFUL
SIXTH PARALYMPIC 
GAMES IN ST PAUL

Over 6000 persons from (90) 
countries participated in the in­
auguration of the Sixth Interna­
tional Paralympic Games in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, USA, on July 
20th, 1991. About 120 persons 
from the Middle East (Egypt, 
Jordan, the United Arab Emi­
rates, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
etc.) were among the partici­
pants.
The Sixth International Para­
lympic Games include several 
sports such as swimming, div­
ing, basketball, bowling, motor­
bike races, horse-riding, football 
(soccer), skiing and skating, 
table tennis, softball, volley ball, 
tennis, handball, and many other 
games, the least of which, is of 
course, the regular races. Par­
ticipating in the events are fa­
mous celebrities including mo­
vie stars, singers, dancers, and 
public figures.
The handicapped don't compete 
for money or fame, they com­
pete to win against the world - 
against fantastic odds, as one of 
the organizers said.
It is to be noted that the games 
for the handicapped were started 
by Eunice Kennedy and her 
brother Joseph Kennedy in 1962 
in Maryland. However, the first 
paralympic games were held in 
Chicago in 1968.

PEACE AT LAST! 
OR IS IT?

According to many sources, 
there exists today a break­
through in the eternal impasse 
known as the Middle East prob­
lem. The major parties are in 
near-agreement regarding the 
prospects of peace. The super 
power summit in Moscow over 
the last few days has put the 
final nails in the coffin of this 
problem. The most important 
achievement was made when 
Syria finally endorsed the 
American plan. Mr. Shamir 
himself described the Syrian 
decision as having changed 
the face of the Middle East, 
and also as a historic change 
in Israel's perception of Syria. 
Israel also seems to bowed to 
the USA plan, albeit with con­
siderable reservation. There re­
mains, however, a snag re­
garding the participation of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organi­
zation or somebody sponsored 
by it. Will the USA make good 
on its promises of achieving 
peace in the Middle East 
based on an exchange of terri­
tory for peace and security be­
tween Israel and its Arab 
neighbors. The next few weeks 
will tell.

Hurd says:

”We Have Unfinished
Business in Iraq.”

The British Foreign Secretary, Mr. 
Douglas Hurd, upon arrival in Anka­
ra on Monday 22 July, 1991, spoke 
of an unfinished business in Iraq. 
Asked to clarify what exactly he 
meant, he said:
"There is unfinished business called 
Saddam Hussein"
The pending issues according to Mr. 
Hurd basically relates to the Iraqi 
nuclear capabilities and ambitions, 
the Kurdish problem, and the finan­
cial compensation for "all the loses 
suffered during the war and which 
Iraq will have to pay". Commenting 
on Iraq again prior to his departure 
from Ankara on the 23rd, Mr. Hurd 
said:
"We do not want to relax the general 
pressures on Iraq. We know that Iraq 
is still failing to comply with some 
of the important UN requirements. 
There is no case for general relaxa­
tion of sanctions. We have no inten­
tion of permitting that.:
On the Kurdish problem, he said, "I 
made it clear that we were wholly 
committed to the integrity of Iraq’s 
frontiers, that is to say that neither 
we nor any of the other Allies of 
whom I know have any desire to 
split Iraq up or create an indepen­
dent Kurdistan."
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THE HISTORY OF FLYING IN YEMEN
Special to the 
Yemen Times

The story of aviation in 
Yemen dates back to 1926 
when the first batch of Ye­
menis headed to Italy to 
learn to be pilots. This was 
based on a cooperation 
agreement between Yemen 
and Italy signed during the 
visit to Jacopo Gaspirini, 
then the ruler of Eritrea. 
These were Abdullah 
Kamel Al Qaleesi, Ahmed 
Ismail Al Kibsi, Abdul 
Wasi Al Olufi, Husain Al 
Washali, Mohamed 
Ahmed Rassam, Abdulla 
Mohsin Al Olufi, Abdul 
Rahman Al Dhifri, Ahmed 
Hamood Mirei. These indi­
viduals finished their train­
ing three years later. How­
ever, they could not use 
their skills and their efforts 
were interrupted by the 
Imam who placed a mora­
torium on flying, using the 
pretext of a flight accident 
in which Ahmed Al Kibsi 
and Husain Al Washali 
were killed. The next epi­
sode in aviation in Yemen 
came during the thirties 
when several German 
planes landed in Sana’a. 
These flying machines at­
tracted the attention of Ye­
menis so much that a song 
was soon written about 
them. The song tells the 
story of Sana’a women 
who spent long hours on 
roof tops looking towards 
the sky to catch a quick 
glimpse of the airplanes. 
Then there was another in­
terval that lasted until the 
forties.
In November 1948, two 
DC 3 planes arrived in Ho­
deidah. These were paid by 
the Imam the previous 

year. A certain Mr 
Akerbi(?) arrived in April 
1949 to help the Yemenis 
in running the planes. Thus 
were acquired the planes 
'Bilqis' and 'Shibam'. A 
third was acquired in Sep­
tember 1949. This was the 
’Al Muneera'. A number of 
pilots and engineers from 
Sweden and Yugoslavia 
were brought to fly and 
maintain the planes. Dur­
ing the early 1950s, a num­
ber of gravel airports were 
levelled to facilitate the 
take-off and landing of the 
planes which were used 
primarily to transport the 
Imam, his household, close 
associates, and the mail. 
The second batch of pilots, 
again to be trained in Italy, 
was sent off in July, 1954.

This group consisted of Ali 
Ahmed Al Mugassis, 
Ahmed Husain Al Shami, 
and Abdul Raheem 
Abdulla, all three were late 
to establish themselves as 
the pioneer pilots of the 
country. The third batch 
was despatched late in 
1954, and it was made up 
of Ali Yahia Khusruf, 
Ghaleb Hizam, Yahia Al 
Jahdari, Qasim Al Junaid, 

Mohammed Shaddad, and 
Mohammed Thabet. These 
conditions persisted until 
the end of the 1950s. Lim­
ited in scope and capabili­
ty, Yemeni aviation was 
geared mainly to the ser­
vice of the ruling elite and 
the needs of the colonial 
authorities in Aden. In 
1961, things began to 
change with the establish­
ment of Yemen Airlines. 
The changes were even 
more far reaching a year 
later with the coming of 
the September Revolution.

YEMEN AIRLINES
Starting from 1959, many 
Yemeni businessmen and 
entrepreneurs, notably 
those who had been work­
ing in Aden, embarked on 
several projects. In a few 

years, they had established 
the electric companies of 
Taiz and Sana'a, the petro­
leum company, and Yemen 
Airlines, among others. 
The idea to establish a 
commercial airline came 
from Abdul Rahman 
Abdul Samad Abu Talib, 
the Vice Minister of For­
eign Affairs at the time. 
However, the real force be­
hind the project was Mr

Ahmed Abdulla Al Aghil, 
and other businessmen. 
The idea of establishing a 
commercial airline came 
by accident. Mr Al Aghil 
and other businessmen had 
arrived in Taiz coming 
from Aden. They were on 
their way to Sana’a to fi­
nalize arrangements to set 
up the Sana’a Electric 
Company. However, 
heavy rains had created 
floods which cut off Taiz 
from Sana'a. Frustrated, 
the entrepreneurs almost 
gave up when Abu Talib 
suggested to send a tele­
gram to the Imam asking 
to borrow one of his 
planes. The Imam agreed, 
and thus the need for a 
commercial airline was 
recognized. A number of 
businessmen got together 
and agreed to found an air­
line. It took a full year of 
correspondence with the 
Imam before he agreed to 
sell to them two of his 
planes and authorized the 
establishment of the com­
pany. The reason the Imam 
agreed to the deal was that 
he was shown his planes 
were a major financial bur­
den, and that the business­
men could provide the ser­
vice profitably. On August 
4, 1961, an agreement was 
signed between the Imam 
and Al Aghil and Compa­
ny. The authorized capital 
of the Company stood at 
500,000 Maria Theresa Sil- 
ver Dollars which was dis­
tributed in 100,000 shares 
of $5 each. The founders 
subscribed to a third of the 
capital while the balance 

was sold to the public. The 
Company purchased 
'Bilqis' and 'Shibam' and 
with them started service 
on Thursday January 1st, 
1962. The Company was 
an immediate success. 
During its first year, its 
profit was 65,074.14 silver 
dollars. The company 
bought a third DC-3 plane 
from the UK and named it 
first 'Al Mansoorah' and 
later 'Al Thawrah'. The 
price was 65,000 silver 
dollars in addition to 
$14,000 spent on spare 
parts and shipment related 
services. By January 1963, 
the company bought its 
fourth DC 3 aircraft 
'Zhafar'. It was able to pro­
vide regular internal flights 
in addition to Aden. Inter­
national destinations 
served by the airline were 
limited to only Asmara 
and Djibouti. Profits con­
tinued through 1965 in 
spite of the civil war con­
ditions and the British de­
cision to terminate flights 
into Aden, the company's 
most lucrative route. Yet, 
the company paid out divi­
dends during 1962-65.
Since then, Yemen 
Airways was born as a 
joint venture between the 
former Yemen Arab Re­
public and the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, and 
Alyemda was born in the 
former People's Democrat­
ic Republic of Yemen. 
Today, one of the major 
developments in Yemeni 
aviation history is the 
prospective merger of Ye­
menia and Alyemda.

[The First Group of Yemeni Aviation Trainees: 1926

Yemenia’s First Board of Directors: 1961


