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OUR VIEWPOINT
RESPECT FOR 

PROPERTY
A visible phenomenon among Yemenis is the poor 
way they handle property. Yemenis do not show 
enough respect for. The evidence is overwhelming. 
In offices, people break furniture with the least re­
morse, they misuse office machines and are casual 
about it, cars depreciate at a phenomenal rate, 
roads are worn out rapidly, buildings are ruined , 
electric poles damaged, etc. The list goes on. 
Whether private or public, Yemenis do not show 
sufficient appreciation for property. Why? Is it 
because it is easy to come by it? Is this a cultural 
problem?
As an economist, this phenomenon disturbs me. I 
know the economic development process depends 
on the crucial factor of asset accumulation. But, if 
we depreciate assets at a fast rate, a big portion of 
any new investmentswill merely replace worn- 
down assets. The society must learn to preserve 
the physical infrastructure, if we are to achieve a 
decent rate of growth in our capital accumulation. 
The rate at which the government re-furnishes 
schools, offices, etc. is phenomenal. Furnitures 
and vehicles are depreciated within two to three 
years. Is this an acceptable rate?
Of course, the basic internal motivation is the best 
control over the way we handle things. But that is 
a long cultural process. In the meanwhile, we must 
insist on two things:
a) Accountability: Individuals must be held ac­
countable for the way they handle property, espe­
cially if it is publicly owned. Thus, drivers of gov­
ernment vehicles, operators of machines, and other 
people who have direct responsibility for govern­
ment assets have to be constantly brought under 
supervision. By the way, this would also apply to 
traffic violations by government drivers. They 
should be made to pay for the tickets.
b) Maintenance: In our expenditure pattern, allo­
cations for maintenance are the first to be 
dropped. This leads to a rapid depreciations of 
our assets. We have to rethink this policy.
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President Saleh:
"We Are Willing to 

Mend Fences 
with Everybody.”

In a press conversation with representa­
tives of the German media, Lt-General 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, Chairman of the 
Presidential Council, stated that Yemen 
is willing and ready to mend fences with 
everybody, specially its neighbors. 
’’Counties do not choose their neighbors. 
They have to try to make the best out of 
their relations,” he said in response to a 
question on relations with the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. "We have no problems 
with them. The present state of affairs is 
an outcome of the Gulf crisis, he added.

With respect to the planned internation­
al conference on the Middle East, he 
said that Yemen supports the confer­
ence. "We would like to caution that the 
success of the conference necessitates 
that the rights of all parties, particularly 
the Palestinians, are well respected," he 
insisted. A Palestinian state, with Jeru­
salem as its capital, is the prerogative of 
the Palestinian people, he concluded.

Yes, EVE.
You Can Now Join 
the Yemeni Army!

It was a hard and long battle. The 
law governing the terms and condi­
tions of enlistment in the army got 
bogged down for three days over ar­
ticle No. 22. According to the bill 
presented by the government, Yeme­
ni women may voluntarily join the 
Yemeni army and security forces, in 
which case, they will assigned duties 
compatible with their "capabilities". 
There was a furious row, and the 
clergy issued a fatwa (religious clari­
fication or explanation) stating that 
women cannot join the army.
For three days there was a stand-off 
in the debates of the House of the 
Representatives. On Wednesday 
September 4th, MP Ahmed Al- 
Ruaini suggested that the members 
one by one vote on this particular 
article. That was a breakthrough 
for Yemeni women, and a fantastic 
relief for House Speaker Dr. Yas- 
seen Saeed Noman, whose frustra­
tion was very visible at the disorder 
which prevailed during the session, 
which the Yemen Times attended.
Upon final count of the voting which 
many members decided to skip, in 
the last minute, the results were like 
this:

92 votes in favor
44 votes against 

8 abstentions

The House continued discussing the 
remaining articles, and by Monday 
the 9th, it passed the law. This is 
now to be presented to the Presiden­
tial Council for enactment 
According to the new law, "Yes oh 
EVE, you can join the army and se­
curity forces". May be if we have a 
few female traffic officers, the driv­
ers will be less unruly, and more law 
abiding.
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PERSONAL VIEW
MEDICINE 

IS IMPORTANT

Dr. Husain Al-Qatta', 
General Manager, 

General Board for Medicine 
and Medical Supplies

The issue of medicine and medical supplies has be­
come one of the government’s major headaches today. 
It is unfortunate that many official circles do not treat 
medicine and medical supplies as basic items neces­
sary for the continuation of life itself. This is especial­
ly true with respect to the attitude of the Ministry of 
Finance and the Central Bank of Yemen, both of 
which have shown tremendous reluctance in providing 
the required resources, and in foreign exchange, to en­
sure an adequate availability of medicine.
Shortages in medicine and medical supplies create a 
panic among the people, and patients are prepared to 
pay any sum they can afford (or even sums they can’t 
afford) to get the medicine they need. This situation 
lends itself to the creation and mushrooming of black 
markets in this sector. As a result, prices sky-rocket 
and the poorer patients have to do without the medu­
cine they need so badly.
At another level, although massive volumes of im­
ports are licensed, the actual import of medicine 
(through the official channels) is a mere firaction. For 
example, the total licensed import volume for 1989 
was US$32.675 million, whereas actual imports were 
US$11.77 million. In 1990, licensed imports were 
US$50 million, actual imports were US$14.67 mil­
lion. What happens to the shortfall? Some medicine is 
smuggled into the country, in which case nobody can 
control its quality, validity, and other details.
The provision of medicine and medical supplies is, of 
course, the responsibility of the Ministry of Health. 
But it is alone in this responsibility. All of us are sup­
posed to help in enabling the ministry, the affiliated 
organisations, and the importers to provide an ade­
quate supply of quality medicine at reasonable prices.

DEJA VU!
Well, the government has 
finally turned in what it 
calls the "The Program for 
National Construction and 
Political, Economic, Finan­
cial and Administrative Re­
form". The 65-page report 
is a slightly amended ver­
sion of what the govern­
ment had presented several 
weeks back.
The report goes through a 
boring description of what 
conditions were like before 
unification, and during the 
first year of the unity. It 
speaks, in a very general 
manner, of what could be 
done, and the need for 
change. In many occasions, 
it blames the problems on 
the socio-political machin­
ery and the system. The 
sector by sector description 
of the weak coordination 
among departments of the 
same organisation, and the 
lack of even a minimum 
communication is per­
ceived as the culprit behind 
all the difficulties.
What the report fails to di­
agnose properly is that 
there is a breakdown in 
leadership. The role model 
which the leadership is 
supposed to play is totally 
lacking, or rather inappro­
priate. One of the close 
observers of the Yemeni 
political scene told the 
Yemen Times that nobody 
is going to tackle the dete­
riorating conditions during 
the, transitional period. 
"Tackling these problems 
will alienate some people. 
In our new orientation of 
winning people, the politi­
cians are not willing to tell 
anybody he is not doing a 
good job, or that he is do­
ing a bad job," Yemen 
Times was told.
With that kind of back­
ground, where does the 
government program fit? A 
prominent member of the 
House of Representatives 
stated that the whole thing 
is simply a nice way to 
pass the time. "They make 
believe they have presented 
a reform package and we 
make believe we can in­
fluence the government’s 
decisions."
In the meanwhile, the price 
level continues to rise and 
the inflation rate is estimat­
ed at 45%, the unemploy­
ment rate has hit a phe­
nomenal 25%, and the rate 
of crime and other law 
breaking has reached new 
levels. How the govern­
ment will solve these prob­
lems with corrupt and inef­
ficient officials is a miracle 
we are all waiting to see 
happen!

PGC Redirects Its Parliamentary Caucus 
The People's General Congress decided it was time to 
give its members in the House of Representatives a 
sense of direction. President Ali Abdullah Saleh, Secre­
tary-General of the PGC chaired a meeting which lasted 
from 8:00 p.m. well into after midnight on Tuesday, 
September 3rd. Eighty one parliamentarians attended 
the session in which an eleven-man lead team for the 
PGC caucus was elected. These are Ali Lutf Athawr, 
Abdul-Hameed Noman, Sultan Al-Barakani, Ahmed 
Soofan, Noman Al-Masoodi, Hamood Baidar, Ali Omar 
Ashaikh, Ali Assalami, Husain Al-Amri, Sultan 
Assame’i, and Abdul-Wahid Arrabe'i.
During the meeting, President Saleh expressed dissatis­
faction with the way PGC members voted in the House. 
"We should coordinate and direct our efforts together," 
he urged. According to one of the attendants, "I felt the 
biggest surprise for me was to find out which members 
actually belonged to the PGC." It is worth noting that 
the PGC counts 118 members of the House among its 
followers.

YEMEN AND QATAR EVEN OUT 
IN FOOTBALL MATCH:

The national Olympic teams of Yemen and Qatar played 
their first match on Friday September 6th at the 
Athawrah National Stadium in Sanaa. The match ended 
with a disappointment for many Yemenis when it ended 
with one goal for each team. The re-match for the game 
will be held in Doha, Qatar in two weeks' time. The Qa­
tari team is tipped to win the re-match.

Bank Credit Policy Seminar:
The Agricultural and Cooperative Credit Bank has inau­
gurated on Monday, September 9th, a four-day seminar 
on policies in agricultural credit. The seminar which is 
co-organized by the Regional Federation for 
Agricultural Credit in the Near East and North Africa, is 
expected to look into procedural as well as policy issues 
in agricultural credit. Of special relevance to Yemen are 
policies oriented towards cooperatives and rural associa­
tions as well as loans for individual farmers.

PARLIAMENT UPSET REGARDING 
HEALTH CONDITIONS

The House of Representatives has abruptly changed its 
topics of agenda to discuss the health conditions of cer­
tain pockets in the country. Certain contagious diseases 
have infected remote rural areas of Yemen leading to 
many severe cases of dysentery, specially in the Al- 
Maharah governorate. The Vice Health Minister ex­
plained to the House that many factors are in play in the 
situation. He specially blamed lack of proper sanitation 
and bad hygiene as responsible for these conditions. "In 
any case, 'proper' action is being taken," he said.

CENTRAL BANK TO DEMAND 
STATUTORY RESERVES

ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE ACCOUNTS: 
Yemen Times has learnt that the Central Bank of Yemen 
is planning to go back to a policy it had tried and aban­
doned. It was learnt that the CBY is planning to de­
mand statutory reserves on foreign exchange accounts 
with the banking system in the country. Many bankers 
are worried this will lead to a run of foreign exchanage 
accounts in the country, and this aggravate the flight of 
hard currency out of the country.

CAN OXY GM TO MEET
PRESIDENT ALI ABDULLAH SALEH 

Yemen Times learnt that Mr. Roger Haines, the vice 
President and General Manager of Canadian Occiden­
tal Offshore International Ltd., has a meeting scheduled 
with Lt-General Ali Abdullah Saleh, Chairman of the 
Presidential Council, on Thursday, September 12th. He 
is expected to brief the President on the results of the 
four oil wells CAN OXY has drilled in its Maseela con­
cession. Yemenis usually read too much out of an oil 
company briefing to the top man in the country. 
Accordingly, Yemen Times learnt, CAN OXY is fight­
ing off more than justified expectations on the Yemeni 
side regarding the potentials of its work.
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OMAR AL-JAWI:

"DEMOCRACY IS OUR MEANS FOR A BETTER FUTURE"
Omar Al-Jawi is probably 
Yemen’s most controversial and 
most outspoken politician. He is 
probably the poorest politician in 
town, a fact which gives him 
much appeal among the people. 
Today, he serves as Secretary- 
General of the Tagammu’ Al- 
Wahdawi Al-Yamani (Yemeni 
Unitarian Congregation). He has 
been one of the founders of the 
media service in Yemen in a long 
career as editor-in-chief of many 
official and private newspapers 
and magazines, and as the first 
general manager of the Sabaa 
News Agency. He holds his B.A. 
in journalism from the Universi­
ty of Moscow. Yemen Times 
went to speak to him about his 
ideas and perceptions of the 
workings of politics in Yemen to­
day. Excerpts of the interview 
follow:

Q: What is your assessment of 
the political conditions right 
now?
A: I think the politics of Yemen 
has evolved in a very positive way 
over the last two years. Thanks to 
unity, we have the beginnings of a 
democratic and pluralist political 
system. Yet, all of us have to work 
for a strict and total adherence to 
the constitution and the law. To 
me, abiding by the law is the most 
important safety valve for our po­
litical evolution and progress. This 
means all these practices which do 
not agree with the constitution and 
the law have to be terminated.

Q: Does that mean you are not 
happy with certain practices?
A: I am not happy with many 
things. The two political partners 
which have created the unity 
(People's General Congress -PGC 
and the Yemeni Socialist party - 
YSP) allow themselves privileges 
which are not available to the other 
parties. They continue to partition 
all the resources among them­
selves, as if they have a right to 
employ public resources for their 
interests. In my opinion there are 
many instances of major violations 
to the law and the constitutions. 
Let me give you examples. The 
constitution calls for a total separa­
tion of the judicial, legislative and 
executive powers. Lt-General Ali 
Abdullah Saleh is the Chairman of 
the Presidential Council, which is 
the highest executive body in the 
country. But he is the Chairman of 
the Supreme Judicial Council. An­
other example. The Presidential 
Consultative Council is a body that 
has no legal base. It should not ex­
ist according to the constitution. 
The members of the Presidential 
Council representing the former 
YAR are not members of parlia­
ment, which again is not correct, 
because the leadership should be 
chosen from among the members

of parliament. Of course, 1 do not 
want to bore you with details of the 
thousands of violations in the daily 
practices in running the govern­
ment machinery. I don't think the 
political leadership, or even the op­
position political parties, as yet, 
appreciate fully the need to respect 
the constitution and live by the 
spirit of the law.

Q: What is the answer in your 
opinion?
A: I think the answer is simply to 
terminate the transitional period. 
We should have parliamentary 
elections as soon as possible. This 
will be another achievement - the 
end of the partitioning of govern­
ment resources by the two main ar­
chitects of the unity. Actually, fol­
lowing the positive results of the 
referendum on the constitution, 
there is no legal basis for the tran­
sitional period. But, not only are 
we living in an illegal transitional 
period, some people contemplate 
extending it. For example, what 
would be the response if the lead­
ership were to approach to the par­
liament and say, "Look, we think it 
is in the country's interest to extend 
the transitional period for "x" num­
ber of years." I think many of the 
current parliamentarians like a re­
newal of their term without having 
to go through the polls. At the 

same time, the government may be 
expanded by incorporating a few of 
the main opposition symbols in a 
broad-based coalition. I think the 
YSP is in favor of the extension of 
the transitional period.

Q: There are persistent reports that 
the two partners (PGC and YSP) 
are at odds. What is your comment 
on this?
A: Of course, there are visible dif­
ferences. There are differences in 
interpreting some of the articles of 
the agreement and constitution. 
They also get on each other's back 
in their drive to mobilize support­
ers and followers. The major rift 
occurred when they were discussing 
how to distribute the post of gov­
ernor. This was the first time in 
which a 50-50 split did not occur.

The main issue is that the the PGC 
wants to emerge slowly as the sen­
ior partner, while the YSP remains 
as a junior partner. In spite of YSP 
resistance to this trend, this is fast 
becoming a fact. In the final anal­
ysis, one party has to call the shots. 
This is a basic rule of life in poli 
tics

Q: What is the essential point of 
difference between the PGC and 
the YSP?
A: You see, in the Third World, 
political power is the source of 
wealth. So, each group wants to 
control the center of political pow­
er and to make its people exercise 
decision-making powers. But, the 
decisive factor in determining who 
is in charge is not yet the ballot 
box or the media. In Yemen it is 
still the army. That is why both the 
PGC and YSP still keep their sep­
arate armies as a reckoning and 
bargaining tool. The army has not 
yet been unified because we still 
have not developed enough confi­
dence in the legal channels that be­
stow legitimacy and authority to 
the system. I think, when we finish 
the transitional period, and embark 
on the elections, it will replace the 
army as the channel through which 
people reach the top of political 
power.

Q: You mentioned earlier the 
drive towards the formation of a 
broad-based coalition govern­
ment What are your sources?
A: I am the source. But if you are 
looking for an independent source 
to support this, read last week's 
communique issued by the Joint 
Coordination Committee of the 
PGC and YSP. You will find they 
are talking of the transitional peri­
od and beyond in their joint work.

Q: What is your personal opin­
ion of President Ali Abdullah Sa­
leh and Vice President Ali Salem 
Al-Beedh?
A: I think both are courageous men 
who have succeeded in a historic 
achievement. In the period preced­
ing the unification, they were full 
of hope and enthusiasm to re-unite 
Yemen and build its new grandeur.
But after achieving the unifica­

tion, they got bogged down in 
counting their shares of the bounty, 
and in defending their sphere of in­
fluence within the new system. 
They have lost a considerable part 
of their popularity. If they trust the 
people (meaning the voters) more, 
I think they will be compensated 
more fully by the people's love, 
trust and support

Q: Where do we go from here?
A: I think there is only one way to 
go. Although some people would 
like to see civil strife and political 
violence in Yemen, I don't think it 
will happen. We have to continue 
to work towards consolidating our 
multi-party political system, free­
dom and democracy, and specially 
a strict observation of human 
rights. We should not allow dema­
gogues, specially religious funda­
mentalists to take charge of the 
country. That will bring disaster. 
Socio-economic development will 
have to take precedence so that our 
society will progress and prosper - 
all segments of society, not just the 
upper classes. I think the future 
looks much brighter than what the 
bleak current circumstances would 
allow us to imagine.
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EFFORTS TO HELP THE BIR AL-AZAB QUARTER
Marco Livadiotti, 
Tourism Manager, 
Universal Travel & Tourism

For many years now I have 
been living in Sana'a in the 
Bir Al-Azab Quarter. I 
have realised that this quar­
ter is bigger than Sanaa Al- 
Qadimah, equally fascinat­
ing, although not as long in 
history. The history of Bir 
Al-Azab Quarter dates back 
to prior to the first Turkish 
invasion. Thus, the origin of 
the quarter is actually Ye­
meni. With the coming of 
the Turks, it of course rap­
idly expanded, and it ex­
panded again with the addi­
tion of the Jewish quarter.
In comparison with the Sa­
naa Al-Qadimah, Bir al 
Azab as more modern, yet 
classical, has more green 
space, less crowded, and 
has better amenities. It has

many ancient palaces of 
Yemeni, Turkish and Jew­
ish origins. Therefore, it is 
very important for the his­
tory of the town’s evolu­
tion. The general bounda­
ries of Bir Al-Azab can be 
determined by Bab Al- 
Sabah near Tahreer Square 
on the eastern side, Bab Al- 
Balaqa near Zubeiri Street 
on the south-western side, 
and Bab Al-Room near Dar 
Al-Hamd Hotel in the 
northern side.
Now, in the last two - three 
years, the quarter has been

subjected to enormous 
transformation. Actually it 
is being destroyed. The 
gardens are quickly lost to 
cubical buildings, the an­
cient palaces are being re­
placed with ugly little 
shops, and the landscape 
and building horizon, in 
general, is being changed.

During these years, I met 
many Journalists and Intel­
lectuals from Yemen, from 
Europe and from all over 
the world. I pleaded with 
them to do something. At 
last, something happened. 
Professor Pietro Laureano 
an architect from the Uni­
versity of Florence in Italy,

who came to visit Yemen, 
got hooked on Bir Al- 
Azab. He was impressed 
enough to convince the 
university, the city of 
Florence, and a number 
of other people to come 
and have a look. During 
18/8-9/9/1991, a group

Continues on page 5
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IN A YEMEN TIMES POLL:

TO THE YEMENI PEOPLE, SADDAM IS STILL A HERO!
The Yemen Times carried out a di­
rect polling of 862 Yemeni individu­
als in Sanaa during 1-6/9/1991. The 
sample base was composed of ordi­
nary citizens, craftsmen, police offi­
cers, government bureaucrats, and 
many shop owners. The sample also 
included about a hundred women - 
employees and housewives. We 
asked six questions. These are:
1) What do you think of Saddam?
2) Who is responsible for starting the 
Gulf Crisis?
3) How do you evaluate the outcome 
of the war?
4) What do you think of UN’s role?
5) What do you think of Iran’s posi­
tion on the war?
6) What do you think of Yemen’s 
position during the crisis?

All in all, the Yemeni people identi­
fy closely with President Saddam 
Husain. There is no doubt they sup­
port him, and perceive him as a sym­
bol of Arab aspirations. A more de­
tailed breakdown of the answers 
follow:

1) On Saddam:
100% of the respondents think posi­
tively of Saddam and they re­
iterated, ”He is a symbol of Arab as­
pirations”. About 17% agreed he 
may have miscalculated, but he is 
not wrong. The majority feel, Sad­
dam and Iraq were let down by the 
Arab and Islamic people. But do 
you agree with his ’’dictatorial" 
ways? 62% said, "Yes". For many 
the respondents (among the lower 
classes of society), personal freedom

is a luxury which cannot over-ride the 
need to build a nation that can pre­
serve integrity, national pride and in­
dependence. The majority see Saddam 
as having aspired to achieve those ob­
jectives.

2) On responsibility for the crisis: 
There were two kinds of answers. 82% 
of the respondents objected to the Ira­
qi invasion of Kuwait, and described it 
as "illegal and unfortunate". But the 
respondents (39%) felt that Iraq was 
pushed into this action. 76% stated 
that one or another crisis would have 
erupted in the region involving Iraq 
because the West wanted to destroy 
Iraq. Thus, the real reason for the cri­
sis is the intention of the West to bring 
Iraq down to "proper size". 19% of the 
respondents feel that the West is inher­
ently an enemy of the Arabs, and 
everything else is an excuse and a pre­
text

3) On the outcome of the War:
Most respondents were visibly dis­
turbed and sad when reflecting on the 
destruction of Iraq - a basic Western 
objective. (Most respondents use the 
West and USA interchangeably). 91% 
of the respondents said the West did 
not achieve all its goals. Although 
Iraq was destroyed to a large extent, 
Saddam and Iraq are symbols of Arab 
potential and pride. If the USA had 
won, it would have done with Saddam 
what it has done with Noriega. But 
Saddam is still there, and he is still a 
factor to be reckoned with, according 
to the majority of respondents.

4) on the role of the UN:
There was not one exception. 100% 
feel that the USA dominates the UN, 
specially the Security Council. Again, 
100% feel that UN Security Council 
resolutions are executed variably and 
depending on how much they coincide 
with USA policies.

4) On the position of Iran:
Most respondents were definitely anti­
Iran. 64% of the respondents said they 
were neutral in the Iran-Iraq war. All 
respondents said they supported the Ira­
nian revolution in its early days. "The 
leaders of Iran have become worldly, 
and the lofty and high ideals raised by 
the revolution have become hollow." 
About 21% of the respondents stated 
Iran was as much an enemy of the 
Arabs as Israel. 58% stated that if Iran 
had joined forces with Iraq in the crisis, 
they could have re-shaped the region 
and dictated the destiny of the region 
and Islamic world in the next century. 
To them, Iran missed the opportunity 
because it lacked clarity of vision 
which was blurred by petty factors.

5) On the position of Yemen:
There was consensus. The people sup­
ported the government’s position fully 
with no reservation. "Even if we face 
hardships today, but history will never 
say that we have betrayed our ideals for 
cheap short-term gains". In hindsight, 
our position was very balanced. We did 
not support Iraq invasion, let alone an­
nexation of Kuwait, a 56% majority 
said. Over 80% expressed the need to 
support an Arab nation which is at war 
with a foreign state.

Cont’d from p. 4

of sixty persons, half of 
whom are students, and in­
cluding a number of jour­
nalists, visited Sanaa. They 
have just completed a first 
draft design on how to help 
improve the situation of 
Bir Al-Azab. They spoke 
with the mayor of Sanaa, 
Colonel Husain Al- 
Maswari, a number of offi­
cials in the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, and 
the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Planning. At 
last we have a plan which 
we can all look at in order 
to do something about the 
Bir Al-Azab Quarter.
By the way, included in the 

Florence group is Mr. Eu­
genio Giani, Advisor to the 
Mayor of Florence who 
came here to discuss the 
project of creating a twin 
city relationship between 
Sanaa and Florence. Flor­
ence, as the recognized Art 
capital of Europe, has 
much to share with historic 
Sanaa.
As a first step, the Florence 
group re-structured the Old 
Al-Halali House which 
Universal Travel and Tour­
ism has transformed into a 
classical guest-house. 
There is an exhibition at 
the moment at the Halali 
compound concerning all 
the works they have done. 
Much can be done if we 
put our hands together.
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THE FAUNA AND FLORA OF YEMEN - BEAUTY IN DIVERSITY AND VARIETY
Abridged and summarized from:
A. Al-Hubaishi & K. Muller-Hohenstein: An 
Introduction to the Vegetation of Yemen, 
GTZ, (1984).

In ancient times, Yemen’s terrace system, dating back sev­
eral millennia, formed the basis of a rich agricultural sys­
tem. This made the country the granary of Arabia and 
earned it the name "Arabia Felix". Even today, Yemen 
boasts a rich variety of vegetation, of which over 2500 
species have been identified. It is true, however, that a 
large number of the most important tree species belong to 
only three genera representatives [the Acacia 
(Mimosaceae), the Ficus (Moraceae), and the Commipho­
ra (Burseraceae)]. But, one can easily identify about 120 
families of woody and herbaceous plants, about a third of 
which are mainly or even exclusively tropical plants of 
the Sudanian Region belonging to the Paleotropic King­
dom. Another third of the genera belongs to the extra- 
tropical plant-geographical regions of the Holarctic King­
dom. In other words, the regions of coastal Yemen 
extending from the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the 
Arabian Sea, into the escarpment areas and parts of the 
highlands and mountains, are part of Africa. On the other 
hand, the hinterland, starting from the eastern slopes of 
Khowlan all the way through the northern half of Hadhra- 
maut and Al-Maharah, belongs to the Eurasian formation. 
Finally, the last third of the flora species of Yemen are en­
demic, included here are all the species of the Eritreo- 
Arabia province, centered around the southern part of the 
Red Sea. A large number of succulent plants, some prob­
ably not yet know to science, are also restricted in their 
distribution to Southern Arabia.
It is amazing how a large variety of species and genera, 
native to so many different plant regions, arrived in South 
Arabia, and how today they can co-exist side by side. The 
heterogeneity of plants is due to plant migrations during 
past geological times under different climatic conditions. 
The semi-desert and desert flora, the annual herbs and 
grasses as well as the perennial xerophytes are considered 
as probably the oldest part of the Arabian flora.
All in all, the final result is a very interesting collection 
and distribution of flowers, trees and other vegetation. 
For the tourist, for the nature lover, as well as for the bot­

AN INTRODUCTION OF 
THE FLORA OF YEMEN

The Arabia Felix "Yemen" is the country of diversity of plants 
resources and the place where the outstanding botanist "Forsskal" 
died. Peter Forsskal was one of the six people who travelled a 
long way from Denmark to study, among other things, the flora 
and fauna of Yemen. The journey started January 1761 from 
Denmark passing through Egypt, Red Sea, Jeddah and into Lu- 
hayyah. Five members of the expedition passed away during the 
journey. Geologist Carsten Neibuhr who returned to Copenhag­
en in 1767 carrying the whole collection of Forsskal, was the 
only survivor. The aim of the trip, as it was declared, was to 
prove that Arabia Felix was not only the source of Incense, My­
rrh and Frankincense, but many other important economic and 
medicinal plants as well. Forsskal's most important discovery is 
the palsam tree (Commiphora opobalsamum), which was found 
for the first time in the Tihama.
Yemen's diversity in climate and geographical regions is one of 
the characteristics that leads to the diversity of plant life, which 
attracts most tourists. Biologists and botanists are also attracted 
in order to discover the secrets of plants and animals life in 
Yemen. Studies on the flora of Yemen started during the modern 
times some 200 years ago. Unfortunately, there is no comprehen­
sive floristic work upto date that has been done in Yemen. Dur­
ing the past decade, a few botanists from different countries visit­
ed Yemen and collected plants from certain areas, but such 
studies were limited and do not represent the complete flora of 
the country.
For reference purposes, the notable researchers on the flora of 
Yemen include the following:
- Peter Forsskal (1764) - Swedish student of Linnaeus "the father 

of botany".
- P. E. Botta (1836) - from the natural History Museum in Paris.
- G. Schimper and Ehrenberg (1836) - collected some plants from 

the Yemeni coast.
- A. Ueflers (1887) - visited Yemen four times and collected 

some plants.
- G. Schweinfurth (1889) - German Botanist wrote a book on the 

flora of Egypt and Yemen.
- E.Blatter (1919) wrote on the flora of the Aden and Arabian 

regions.
- Ahmed Khattab (1944) - Egyptian, collected some plants from 

the coastal plains and Sana'a.
- J. Lavranos, L. Newton and M. Horwood (1962).

Most of the plants collected till 1960s were either de­
stroyed or lost. The real floristic studies and/or plant col­
lections started in the early seventies by F. N. Hepper 
(1975) and J. R. Wood who collected some plants from 
Yemen and deposited the specimens in the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Kew (U.K.). Chaudhary and others (1983) 
wrote on the weeds of Yemen (Northern Provinces). Al- 
Hubaishi and Miller-Hohenstein (1984) wrote a book on 
the ecology and vegetation of Yemen. This book is very 
helpful as an introduction to the vegetation which is repre­
sented by about 245 species of plants. It is unfortunate, 
however, that the plants collected by the above mentioned 
botanists were kept in herbariums or institutions located 
outside Yemen which causes difficulties for local and/or 
new botanists to identify their specimens. A group of 
scientists ( E. Westingn, D. Thalen, J. Kessler, J. Briede, 
A. Khulaidi and P. Scholte 1980-1989) working for the 
Range and Livestock Improvement Project (RLIP) in 
Dhamar collected some plants from the Dhamar area and 
reserved some of them in their harbarium. A. Al-Khulaidi 
(1989) wrote a thesis on a comparative vegetation survey 
of four physiographic regions in Yemen. In the same way, 
Loutfy Boulos, S.A. Gabali and A. Gifri (1988-1991) con­
centrated on the study of the Aden flora.
From the background given above, it seems that there is 
an urgent need for local botanists to study the country eco­
logically and floristically, to devote their time on collec­
ting plants from different geographical regions in Yemen, 
to identify and reserve them in a national herbarium for 
studying and research purposes. I have been concentrating 
on doing exactly that since 1986. Such work, once comp­
leted, will serve as a reference for students and researchers 
of fauna and flora in Yemen.

Dr. Abdul-Rahman S. 
Dubaie, 

Biology Department, 
Faculty of Science, 
Sanaa University.
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WORDS OF WISDOM
Government of any 

type has no power unless 
the people allow it to be 
so.

♦ ♦ ♦

Why is it so much easi­
er to spend money than it 
is to make it?

♦ ♦ ♦

Don’t waste time wor­
rying about things that 
you can’t do something 
about.

♦ ♦ ♦

Remember that the 
most profound changes

begin with yourself. 
♦ ♦ ♦

There’s no law that 
says you have to respond 
to unreasonable attacks. 
Sometimes it’s nobler to 
ignore accusations or 
gossip.

♦ ♦ ♦

Team sports are a lot 
like life. Both are more 
fun after you learn how to 
lose gracefully.

♦ ♦ ♦

WOULD YOU BELIEVE
The Round Table had 

room for 150 knights — 
and one empty spot set 
aside for the Holy Grail.

It’s a small world. A 
grandnephew of Napo­
leon, Charles J. Bona­
parte, served as U.S. 
attorney general under 
President Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

♦ ♦ ♦

Some scientists believe 
that most dinosaurs lived 
for more than a century.

♦ ♦ ♦

James Buchanan is the 
only U.S. president who 
was a lifelong bachelo­

♦ ♦ ♦

It was Benito Mussoli­
ni who wrote, “Journal­
ism is not a profession 
but a mission.” He was a 
journalist at the time, be­
fore he was dictator of 
Italy.

* ♦ ♦

Scientists at a Tennes­
see nuclear research cen­
ter report that 
radioactive frogs are on 
the loose. They got their 
radiation dose from a 
pond near the testing 
center.

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Individuality is rewarded. Concen­
trate on emotional matters.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Being on the road or 
in the air is favored. Time to catch up with news. 
Security means more.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Use money well this 
week... and that means enjoy it. Success in real estate.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) You are at your mo­
bile, witty best. Fun and travel. Get practical.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Many thoughts going 
on in the back of your mind early in the week.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Friends influence your 
life’s direction — or vice versa. Face guilt about a 
family situation.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You have greater visi­
bility this week. Reassurance comes from friends and 
family.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) A long-distance trip this 
week is full of surprises. Past loves may still be on your 
mind.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Intimate talks with 
your partner bring revealing results. Discuss joint 
financial matters.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Relationships 
may require special care. Needed fun or relaxation. 
Keep down a few roots.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Health-related ac­
tivities are favored. Verbalizing yourself is easier.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You learn much 
about yourself and others. Love with Gemini or Libra 
is favored.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Having a good home 
life is the springboard to your success this week.

If You Were Born This Week
Many private thoughts and reflections this month. 

Behind-the-scenes support is likely, but give it too. 
Greater financial activity in October. Your gift of 
handling details serves you well in November. More 
communications, paperwork, or traveling.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, LETTERS TO THE
GENERATIONAL RELATIONS
We observe in the social transforma­
tion of our society today that there 
are many problems that arise due to 
problems in relations between gener­
ations. I am particularly interested in 
the relations between parents and 
children. Parents have an obligation 
to their children. In Islam, parents 
are obliged to play good role mod­
els, to plant in their kids love, trust, 
self-confidence, and a proper moral 
and religious education. Without 
such efforts from the parents, chil­
dren can go stray and deviate. Many 
parents, specially the fathers, are not 
doing their job and duty towards the 
children. At the same time, the chil­
dren’s attitude towards their parents 
have undergone a major transforma­
tion. The respect, care, and love is 
diminishing. We may end-up one 
day sending our old folks to the old 
age asylums. Is this what we want? 
The absence of a sufficient dose of 
religious education, and the weaken­
ing of the moral fiber are going to 
lead to generational conflicts. We 
have to attend to this matter before it 
is too late!

by: Budoor Abdullah 
Al-Mawiri,
Parent and Teacher,
Khowlah Bint Al-Azwar School,

IMPRESSIONS FROM VISITING YEMEN
On the last day of my stay in 
Yemen in March 1991, I found a 
copy of the Yemen Times on the 
table in my hotel room. I looked for 
the subscription form and filled it in 
at once. Since that time I have been 
reading your paper with great inter­
est. I am a potter. Through this I be­
came interested in natural building 
materials especially in mud or earth 
brick buildings.
One day I found in a very renowned 
German magazine an unusual and 
long article on the wonderful build­
ings in Sana'a. Although I had al­
ready collected a lot of material 
about this method and material of 
construction, I immediately talked 
with several persons who shared my 
interest in this architecture. I had 
never seen anything like the houses 
in Sana'a.
A friend who is a specialist in build­
ing materials and with whom I had 
already been in Northern Cyprus, 
started digging for more informa­
tion on this subject, and soon, we 
decided to go to Yemen for two 
weeks in May 1990. We rented a 
car with a driver and went to 
Sa'adah first. Then to Hodeidah and 
through the Tihama to Taiz. We 
were just in time for the unity be­
tween the two Yemens and went 
right through to Aden. Always 

looking at the precious buildings 
and houses that were, built of earth 
material.
In Aden we saw that we had made 
a mistake by contemplating a 
"little trip" to Shibam, (1500 
kms.!!). So we returned "home" to 
Sana’a and back to Germany. Nat­
urally I cannot name all the places 
we have been to! Mareb across the 
mountains and through desert to 
Dhamar and the Anis where we 
took several steam baths.
I also wanted to go back to Germa­
ny because I had broken my arm 
during my adventures, and I want­
ed to see my doctor because of it 
Although it had been very well 
treated and put into plaster in Taiz. 
I do not remember the name of the 
hospital, it was built by the Chi­
nese I was told. The doctor was 
very nice, and he did a very good 
job. His small room was full of 
people; children crying, some 
moaning, a man with a fish poison­
ing sitting on the floor, another one 
with a wound on his head. I was 
sitting among them quietly in spite 
of the pain in my arm.
We were not long in Germany 
when we decided to go to Yemen 
for another fortnight
This time a young photographer 
came with us. We went straight 

down to Aden and then to Seyoun. 
In Ryan we had a delay of nearly 
12 hours, because of a defect mo­
tor. We spent the time sitting on a 
piece of cardboard on the gravel in 
the shade of a little tree, constantly 
moving according to the position 
of the shade of the sun, while sip­
ping tea and talking to the people 
under the next tree, who were hav­
ing a cup of tea now and then too. 
In the valleys around Seyoun and 
Shibam we went to see several 
building sites, and we also helped 
with the work being done. We car­
ried straw, mixed it with mud, 
treated the mud with our feet It 
was real fun. The work was done 
very quickly and it was very sys­
tematical. Shibam was really won­
derful, and also another place to 
which we went across the moun­
tains.
We went to Yemen for a third 
time. This time we went to the 
middle of the country around Ibb, 
Jibla and other places. Then for 
several days to Hamam Damt to 
bathe. After that we went to the 
coast of Mukallah and back to 
Aden and to Sana’a.
It was fun!

Kathe Hoffmann, 
Hamburg, GERMANY
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Cont'd. from page 12

Senior World...
Speaking about Yemeni-Sudanese 
cooperation, he stated that the two 
countries face similar threats, an 
undeclared siege. "The Sudan is 
doing all it can to create more sta­
bility in the region, specially in 
the Hom of Africa,” he added.
With respect to the internal politi­
cal transformation of the Sudan, 
Mr. Sahlool said that his country 
is experimenting with a new ap­
proach. Partly based on the Lib­
yan model, amended and adjusted 
to suit the circumstances of the 
Sudan. "We do not intend to start 
a multi-party system, because 
such a system only reflected the 
tribal and sectarian divisions with­
in the Sudanese society." Our past 
experience does not show that we 
can continue along this path, he 
continued. We have opted for a 
federal system which will suit the 
needs of each region differently. 
Asked about human rights in the 
Sudan, the Minister said that the 
issue of human rights is exploited 
by the West to achieve its goals. 
"When it suits the West to over­
look this issue, it does so. But 
when it wants to hassle a country, 
it raises this issue forcefully," he 
said.
Regarding Sudan's relations with 
its neighbors, the Minister said 
that relations with Chad, Libya, 
Ethiopia, and Eritrea are excellent. 
We are also working to improve 
our relations with Egypt and the 
other countries.
Within the region, we have en­
forced the trend of education 
among our neighbors. "We have 
provided educational assistance to 
Chad and Eritrea. Now the Cen­
tral African Republic asked for 
our educational assistance, and we 
expect Ethiopia to do so shortly." 
In spite of our meager resources, 
we feel the need to provide this 
kind of assistance to our neigh­
bors. In contrast, the well-to-do 
Arab countries have failed to see 
the importance of this kind of cul­
tural and educational cooperation 
with black Africa.
Commenting on the multi-party 
political system of Yemen, Mini­
ster Sahlool stated that it is some­
thing for which Yemen has to be 
complemented. "We specially 
congratulate the Yemeni people 
on having achieved unification in­
spite of major odds and objec­
tions," he said.
"I think Yemen and the Sudan, 
and maybe other countries in the 
same situation, should be careful, 
and their peoples have to be aware 
of the fact that their countries are 
targeted," the Sudanese Foreign 
Minister concluded.
Finally, H.E. Indian State Minister 
for Foreign Affairs will pay the fi­
rst ministerial visit by an Indian to 
Yemen following unification.
The two-day visit is aimed at dis­
cussing bilateral and regional is­
sues of mutual concern, Yemen 
Times learnt

THE CULTURE OF 
CATTLE RAISING

IN CITIES
BY: Abeid Salim Abeid, 
Sanaa.

I believe that no one would say 
that goat, sheep or cow meat is 
not a delicious dish. Especially 
when the meat is consumed in 
its roast form or in different va­
rieties during lunch time and 
during parties.
Recently I was taken aback of 
what I saw while strolling 
along residential areas in our 
beautiful city of Sana'a. What I 
saw leaves a lot to be desired. 
Wherever I went I met female 
shepherds in the town letting 
their sheep, goats and cows 
graze around the garbage bins 
and the surrounding 
areas. The type of the garbage 
they were grazing on made me 
immediately think of turning to 
a vegetarian. They were graz­
ing on all types of filth they 
could find within the area and 
leaving their droppings scat­
tered everywhere. Their droppi­
ngs are not only a bad sight to 
see but also a dangerous thing 
to leave behind. These droppi­
ngs bring ticks, flies and other 
parasitic insects which after 
breeding bring various types of 
diseases such as typhoid, chole­
ra, etc. If left for a long time, it 
will bring a lot of suffering to 
the residents and also may 
cause death. So in order to pre­
vent such cases, and not to 
make me turn into a vegetarian, 
I like meat, I would like the au­
thorities to do the following:

1) A law has to be enacted so 
that no domestic cattles may be 
left or be seen grazing within 
the residential areas say - they 
should graze outside the city.
2) That any cattle seen loitering 
within the residential areas 
without the owner (a leash) 
should be sent to the nearest au­
thority for custody and a fine 
should be charged to the owner. 
In this case Municipal Guards 
should be on the look out for 
offenders.
3) Since the cattle droppings are 
scattered everywhere within the 
residential areas, I suggest that a 
law should be passed by the 
Authorises to make sure that all 
cattles should be provided with 
something like nappies special­
ly designed so as to hold the 
drop-pings. These nappies 
should be washable and cheap 
so that the cost cannot affect the 
town shepherds much, and by 
extension, would not influence 
the price of meat for customers 
like myself.
I think if the suggestion are car­
ried out effectively, they will 
allow the city to remain clean.
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EURO CHANNEL TO 
PLAY A MAJOR 

ROLE!
As the first permanent tunnel link be­
tween Britain and continental Europe 
rapidly advances towards opening in 
less than two years time, a new UK 
Department of Transport report has 
confirmed its potential by showing 
that 65 per cent of the country's 89 
million international travellers are en 
route to or from the mainland.
Figures show that what are known as 
cross-Channel passengers have 
grown by more than 50 per cent be­
tween 1980 and 1989. Non-fuel 
freight trade with continental Europe 
also rose by 50% during the same 
period and now accounts for just un­
der half of UK world trade.
The report, which brings together 
data from several different sources in 
the UK and France, also reveals that 
while cross-channel air travel be­
tween Britain and France, Austria, 
Spain and Portugal have more than 
doubled, the sea port of Dover in 
south-east continues to dominate the 
market with 58 percent of the traffic 
in 1989. It was a similar story on the 
other side of the Channel seaway at 
the French straits ports of Boulogne, 
Calais and Dunkerque. Passengers 
travelling with a vehicle shot up fro 
49 per cent in 1980 to 70% in 1989. 
Despite the world economic reces­
sion hitting some sectors of the holi­
day trade, figures just published by 
Dover harbour Board for the first 
half of this year show that both pas­
sengers and car traffic continue to 
rise. And more than one million tour­
ist cars were handled for the first 
time in any January-June period in 
the ports history. A total of 
6,800,000 passengers also travelled 
through the port
A spokesman commented:
"The figures show that the Port of 
Dover has strengthened its position 
as Britain's leading ferry port with 
increases in both passenger and tour­
ist car traffic compared with the first 
six months of 1990. The latest mo­
nthly traffic figures give cause to op­
timism that the port's ferry business 
is on course for growth. In addition 
to increased passenger and a tourist 
car traffic in June, coach and freight 
movements showed an upwards 
trend compared with the same month 
last year."
Dover Harbour Board together with 
ferry operators Sealink Stena and 
P&O are currently planning to ac­
commodate and introduce bigger and 
more luxurious ships on the short sea 
routes between the UK and continen­
tal Europe in answer to the challenge 
of the Channel Tunnel.
The new tunnel link, which will con­
sist of two main running tunnels and 
a central service tunnel, is on course 
for opening in June 1993. All boring 
has been completed and work is now 
well advanced on the terminal build­
ings at each end of the link in Britain 
and France. Dover Harbour Board 
managing director, Mr Jonathan 
Sloggett, says the best chance of 
competing with the tunnel is to 
create a "port of excellence."

EURO INSURANCE
AFTER 1992

With the signing of the Treaty of 
Rome on 25th March 1957 the 
foundations were laid for an inte­
grated European economic com­
munity where people, goods ser­
vices and capital could circulate 
as freely as in a domestic market. 
The Treaty of Rome contains two 
Articles fundamental to the dis­
mantling of existing barriers to 
trade and of particular signifi­
cance to insurance, namely 
Article 52 which states that: 
"...restrictions on the freedom of 
establishment of nationals of a 
Member State in the territory of 
another Member State shall be 
abolished... such abolition shall 
also apply to restrictions on the 
setting up of agencies, branches 
or subsidiaries... Freedom of es­
tablishment shall include the 
right to take up and pursue activi­
ties as self-employed persons and 
to set up and manage undertak­
ings.... under the conditions laid 
down for its own nationals by the 
law of the country where such es­
tablishment is effected..." 
and Article 59 which states that: 
"...restrictions on freedom to pro­
vide services within the Commu­
nity shall be progressively abo­
lished... in respect of nationals of 
Member States who are esta­
blished in a State of the Commu­
nity other than that of the person 
for whom the services are intend­
ed"
In the terms of 1992 the most sig­
nificant piece of EC legislation 
has been the Single European Act 
(SEA) signed by the Communi­

ty's Heads of Government in 
1986. The Act will have a major 
effect on the content of EC legis­
lation and the process by which 
this legislation is adopted by 
Member States. Its principal ob­
jectives were firstly to ease the 
Community's decision-making 
process, thereby speeding up the 
move to an open, internal market 
and secondly to give the Europe­
an Parliament more influence 
over Community legislation. 
Once signed it was necessary for 
all Member States to assimilate it 
into their national legislation. 
The importance of the SEA for 
the internal market comes from 
the fact that it endorses the White 
Paper of 1985 which had identi­
fied various barriers to a free 
market and set out a programme 
of some 300 directives aimed at 
their removal. It is the intention 
that these directives will have 
worked their way through the EC 
legislature (via the Commission, 
Council and Parliament) and 
have been amalgamated into 
Member States' national legisla­
tion by 1992.

CIE de Suez Ranked 
No. 1 among World 

Financial Companies
FORTUNE Magazine printed a list of 
the "Fifty Largest Diversified Financial 
Companies in the World". The top posi­
tion was occupied by the French Com- 
pagnie Financiere de Suez, the holding 
company of Banque Indosuez. The ma- 
gasine's report No. 17 of August 26th, 
1991, gave the ranks by using five dif­
ferent criteria; namely, assets, revenues 
for 1990, profits (1990), stock-holders' 
equity, and total number of employees. 
Of the companies included in the list, 
nineteen were American (USA), eleven 
Japanese, six French, four British, three 
Swiss, three Dutch, three Italian, and 
one German.
It is clear that there is no Third World 
or Communist Bloc companies in the 
list. Although this list is not an exclusive 
indicator of the financial power of the 
respective countries, it does indicate the 
degree of dominance of the money and 
capital markets in the world.

PARLEZ VOUS FRANCAIS? 
FRENCH COURSES 

BY FRENCH TEACHERS 
AT THE FRENCH CULTURAL 

CENTRE, ALL LEVELS, 
MORNINGS & AFTERNOONS. 

FOR REGISTRATION, 
CALL NOW 271-666,241-826

YEMEN TIMES 
ANNOUNCES 
VACANCIES:

Due to the growth of its 
work, Yemen Times is 
in need of the following:

1. accountant and 
collection agent.
2. receptionist/typist 
(must be bi-lingual).
3. writer/translator 
(English / Arabic / 
English). French is 
an additional bonus.

Work conditions:

a) Morning & after­
noon work shifts,

b) Academic 
credentials are 
not required

c) Very good salary.

RELIABILITY AND 
WILLINGNESS TO 
WORK HARD ARE

THE DECISIVE 
ELEMENTS!

APPLY IN 
PERSON!
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Last week, Sanaa was busy 
receiving senior interna­
tional guests. These in­
cluded H.E. Dr. Carl- 
Dieter Spranger, Federal 
Minister for Economic 
Cooperation in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, H.E. 
Mr. Ali Ahmed Sahlool, 
Foreign Minister of the Su­
dan at the head of a delega­
tion which included several 
ministers, and H.E. Dr. Ali 
Akbar Velayeti, Iranian 
Foreign Minister, at the 
head of a large delegation. 
Tomorrow, Sanaa is wel­
coming H.E. Mr. Eduardo 
Faleiro, Minister of State 
for External Affairs in the 
Republic of India.
Yemen Times had exclu­
sive interviews with these 
guests to find out the pur­
pose of their visits and the 
success of their talks.
"The meetings were excel­
lent and were conducted in 
a good atmosphere. We 
agreed on a number of top­
ics of common interest,” 
Dr. Spranger told the

Yemen Times.
Asked about the role Ger­
many, and through Germa­
ny Europe, could play in 
helping Yemen overcome 
its current financial diffi­
culties, notably due to the 
Gulf crisis, the German 
Minister said, ”We in Ger­
many are especially well- 
placed to appreciate the 
problems Yemen faces fol­
lowing its unification. We 
are going through the same 
process,” he added. As long 
as Yemen adheres to the 
principles of democracy, 
multi-party system, human 
rights, and market-oriented 
economy, we will continue 
to support it, he said.
With respect to the new 
world order, the minister 
indicated that the new wor­
ries revolve around new is­
sues such as economic 
cooperation and well­
being, the ecological legacy 
of industrialization and ur­
banization, etc. "Europe is 
going about its problems 
through coordination and

cooperation among its 
member-states. I hope the 
Arabs would do the same,” 
he added.
Commenting on the just- 
concluded 10th Ministerial 
Conference of non-aligned 
countries, he said that a 
proper economic policy 
would provide more solu­

tions to the problems of 
Third World countries, he 
pointed out. In terms of al­
leviating the debt problem 
of LDCs, he said that Ger­
many leads the way in that 
it had waived 9,000 billion 
DM of debt owned to it by 
developing countries.
’’Yemen is on the right 
path as it pursues policies 
based on democracy, hu­
man rights and a market­
based economic system.” 
Dr. Ali Akbar Velayeti, 
Iranian Foreign Minister, 
indicated that his country 
is very interested in stre­
ngthening relations and 
cooperation with Yemen.

He specially pointed to the 
need to cooperate in re­
solving regional issues, 
such as regional security. 
Mr. Ali Ahmed Sahlool, 
the Foreign Minister of the 
Sudan and the head of the 
Sudanese Ministerial dele­
gation, told the Yemen 
Times that Yemen and Su­
dan share many positions 
including the regional atti­
tude towards them at the 
aftermath of the Gulf cri­
sis. "Therefore, we have to 
coordinate our positions 
and share our thoughts in 
these and other matters,” 
he said.

Continues on page 10.


