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"AMBASSADORS"
Many of the Republic of Yemen’s embassies 
abroad do very little to assist in the country’s for
eign policy or image. Most of them are manned 
by the wrong people. Even in countries which are 
so critical to Yemen, like Jordan and Egypt re
gionally, and Europe and the USA internationally, 
the heads of our missions are there partly because 
they are not wanted inside Yemen. This is a very 
inappropriate policy and is no longer acceptable, 
specially since of these ambassadors are literally 
semi-literate, I mean in Arabic.
Through direct personal contact, I have known 
our ambassadors in quite a few countries. They 
leave much to be desired. Their priorities in life 
are confined to trivialities and personal gain, and 
whatever they can ’’report” on Yemenis over 
there. Their limited education and culture does 
not allow them to get involved in the intellectual 
circles and in establishing contact with the local 
media. Thus, they have little impact on the way 
events unfold and in the way opinions evolve, even 
if those events and opinions affect Yemen.
In some cases, specially at the Arab level, the duty 
of the embassies is to cater to the personal needs 
of the senior government officials and their fami
lies and friends as they visit those countries. 
Actually, the ambassador and his staff go out of 
their way to serve the visiting officials within a 
policy of winning favors. This is called the art of 
survival. Their point is well taken, the officials 
’’appreciate” these services and they will back 
these guys in any of their needs in Sanaa. Of 
course, we do have some excellent ambassadors, 
and it is wrong to generalize. But what prompted 
this editorial is the behavior of some of our even 
good ambassadors. They think they represent one 
segment or political party. They should remem
ber they represent the whole country and all of us

The Publisher

MEED:
"YEMEN COULD

BECOME A 
SIGNIFICANT 

OIL PRODUCER" 
Middle East Economic Di
gest (MEED) dedicated the 
cover story of its November 
1st edition to Yemen. In its 
opening caption, the paper 
writes: "Yemen's oil story is 
moving in leaps and 
bounds. The allocation of a 
key concession and signs of 
considerable reserves in 
Masila are the latest in a 
string of developments." 
The paper gives an excel
lent analysis of the recent 
developments of the oil sec
tor and analyzes the pros
pects in light of the Gulf 
Crisis and its impact on 
Yemen. In addition, it 
draws on the adminstrative 
and political structure of 
unified Yemen. The paper 
believes that "the two parts 
of the government (former 
North and South Yemen of
ficials), to date, have coa
lesced well. But as the ex
tent of Yemen's economic 
hardship sinks in, divisions 
inevitably begin to grow". 
The article's conclusion: 
"There is a growing convic
tion that the prospect of fur
ther commercial oil finds in 
the newly allocated licence 
areas is a realistic one. 
Yemen could well grow up 
to become a significant pro
ducer (of oil)".

THE WILL OF A NATION

TO SURVIVE
The American-led 30-nation forces destroyed much of the 
infrastructure of Iraq. The plans were drawn up so as to 
inflict as much damage as possible, not with the aim of 
winning the war militarily, but with the intention of de
stroying the foundations of modern Iraq. The execution of 
the war carried with it a venom that has become character
istic of the American war-machine in many parts of the 
world (Japan, Laos, Vietnam, etc.).
Even after the war is over, the Americans and their allies 
showed little magnanimity. They were intent on humiliat
ing and starving, not the system, for they know the leaders 
will be the ones to eat the last loaf of bread, but the people 
of Iraq. Much of the American ideals of human rights 
become hollow rhetoric in light of what they are doing to 
the children of Iraq. Basking in the glory of their victory, 
and their newly acquired domination of the world, the 
American leaders cannot hear the silent cries of the Iraqi 
children and women. Thus, whatever moral force had 
backed the American and allied forces, can no longer be 
summoned to support their positions after the war.
On the other hand, the people of Iraq have adjusted to the 
new conditions. There is very little more the Americans 
can do to them. Single-handedly, and in a very obstinate 
manner that is annoying to the "victorious” parties, the 
Iraqis are slowly rebuilding their nation. The dams, the 
farms, the industrial plants, the schools, the kindergartens, 
the mosques and churches, the roads, the communication 
systems, etc., are slowly coming back to life. The people 
are more determined than ever to survive the disaster. Like 
a phoenix, they are used to rising from the ashes. As one 
historian stated, the history of Iraq is one Kerbala (a point 
of general destruction in Iraqi history) after another.
The new policy is to depend on no one, although many 
countries are beginning to court Iraq. Iran, for example, 
has been sending signals to shore-up whatever it can of its 
relations with Iraq. Maybe the first thing it should do is 
give back the Iraqi planes that had sought refuge with it 
during the war. In the meanwhile, the USA hopes for a 
change in leadership in Iraq. Is it not upto the people of 
Iraq to choose their leaders, however they may be?
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PERSONAL VIEW

THE VIRTUES OF UNITY

Mr. Abdul-Hafiz Ali AL-Fakih 
Faculty of Education, Hodeidah

In the past Yemen was separated. The country 
used to be ruled by two different regimes. The 
South was a British colony, and the Imamic dis
aster ruled the what was formerly North Yemen. 
At that time, the Yemeni people did not know the 
meaning of democracy, they used to fight each 
other instead of fighting for their rights - to fight 
the colonizer and the dictator who caused fear, 
tyranny, poverty, illiteracy, etc.
Now after the integration of the Yemenis and the 
unification of the country, democracy is imple
mented to a large extent which helps the govern
ment to fight the above mentioned problems.
The era of tyranny is gone forever, and we now 
live in a new age of civilization under the banner 
of unification and democracy. Unification is a gift 
given by Allah so that we can now know and visit 
each other in every place in unified Yemen.
Frankly all Yemenis had lived through severe dif
ficulties which has left many scars on us whose 
traces are still found even today. So I ask all the 
patriotic and noble men and women to seek the 
best for the sake of developing our country. We 
also ask again and again all the political parties 
instead of fishing for each other’s faults, they 
should cooperate in order to deepen and widen 
the understanding of true democracy which will 
sustain all Yemenis. This is especially relevant to 
returning immigrants for the achievement of a 
promising future for all.
We pray to God to help and support our leaders 
who honestly support and seek the development 
of our country.
Long live unified Yemen and its goals!

LOCAL BRIEFS, LOCAL BRIEFS, LOCAL BRIEFS,
MINISTER FAILS TO

REPRESENT GOVERNMENT

The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 
held a dinner reception on the 29th of 
October to mark their national day. As is 
customary on such occasions, it was ex
pected that at least a ministerial level offi
cial would represent the Yemeni govern
ment to convey respects and 
congratulations. WHOOPS! There was no 
one. A disturbed chief of Protocol was 
looking around for a minister. The 
Yemen Times intervened, "Hasn't the gov
ernment named someone to come to the 
reception.” "Yes, the government has as
signed Mr. Fadhle Mohsen Abdullah, the 
Minister of Supply and Trade, to represent 
it," he confirmed. "And why isn’t he 
here?" we asked. "How can I know," he 
retorted. "Maybe you can ask him."
Many members of the diplomatic commu
nity started speculating whether there was 
a new position by the Yemeni government 
vis-a-vis Turkey in light of recent devel
opments. Nobody could confirm any
thing. As far as we know, it is most proba
bly a problem of a neglectful minister who 
does not take his assignments seriously. 
Still, we are waiting for an explanation 
from the government on this count!

CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT

The Yemen Times learnt that a change in 
government, hopefully, of government, is 
imminent. It is conveyed to us that the 
33-portfolio government is to be reduced 
to a 19-portfolio government. The main 
losers are the various ministers of state. In 
addition, several ministries of similar du
ties are to be re-combined.
At another level, the Prime Minister has 
been subjected to many unfortunate situa
tions which amount to insubordination on 
the part of the Ministers. It is known that 
several ministers scarcely attend cabinet 
meetings, while others are staying at 
home. Many observers believe that due to 
the inability of the Prime Minister to run 
the government properly, partly because 
of interference from various sectors, he 
should have long thrown in the towel. 
The difficulties under which the govern
ment are so enormous that many expected 
the crack to take place much earlier.

A NEW WAVE OF YEMENIS 
FROM SOMALIA

The Panamanian ship C.C. arrived at Aden 
harbor on Wednesday October 30th, 1991, 
carrying 1856 Yemenis fleeing the savage 
civil war still raging in Somalia. The Ye
meni immigrant community in Somalia, as 
well as the Pakistani and Indian communi
ties, in addition to the Somalis themselves, 
of course, have been the victim of a sense
less civil war that claimed so many lives 
and destroyed so much property. The Min
ister of Immigrants Affairs, Mr. Saleh 
Munassar Assiyali, said that half a million 
Riyals have been allocated to take care of 
the immediate needs and expenses of the 
newly arrived Yemenis. In addition, the 
ministry will help them get absorbed in so
ciety at large.

FRENCH MINISTERS 
LEAVE YEMEN

French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
left Aden on Friday November 1st, 1991 
on his way to Riyadh, Cairo and then to 
Paris following a two-day official visit to 
Yemen. On Sunday, November 3rd, 1991, 
Jack Lang left Sanaa at the end of a four- 
day official visit. According to Yemeni 
sources, the French visit to Yemen has 
consolidated the already excellent relations 
between the two countries. The commer
cial, cultural, and political ties between the 
two countries are bound to reach new lev
els of cooperation. (Please read the inter
view of the Yemen Times with Mr. Dumas 
on the last page.)

WORLD BANK AND YEMEN 
TALK ON AGRICULTURAL 

COOPERATION

An agricultural team from the World Bank 
has completed talks with Yemeni officials 
regarding cooperation regarding agricultu
ral development in Yemen. The team, 
which has paid several field visits to the 
agricultural sites. The two sides have dis
cussed drawing up a comprehensive stra
tegy for agricultural development in the 
various governorates.
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Fawzia Numan:
"Women Can Improve Their Lot Only Through Education"

Fawzia Ahmed Numan is 
the daughter of the fa
mous nationalist and pa
triot, Ahmed Mohammed 
Numan. But she is also 
important by her own 
right. A long-time advo
cate of female rights, she 
is today the Secretary 
General of the Federation 
of Yemen Women. In ad
dition, she is the Assistant 
General Manager of Bas
ic Education at the Mini
stry of Education, and 
Member of the people’s 
General Congress. Yemen 
Times went to discuss 
with her issues pertaining 
to the conditions of wom
en, in general, and work
ing women, in particular. 
We also discussed issues 
related to basic education. 
Following are excerpts of 
the interview:

Q: How did you get in
volved in the fight for 
women’s rights?
A: The beginning goes 
back to in my interest in 
education and my feeling 
that the lot of women can 
not be improved unless 
they are educated. My 
mother, an illiterate person, 
planted in me the impor
tance of education. I re
member one incident in 
which my mother pulled 
me by the ear down four 
floors all the way to my fa
ther's classroom. That was 
in Hajjah where my father 
was imprisoned by the 
Imam. My father thought 
he will fight back by teach
ing the people of Hajjah. 
My mother insisted that I 
should received education. It 
was awkward being the 
only girl in a class full of 
boys and men, but it plant
ed in me the courage to 
face many situations. So I 
became convinced that ed
ucation was the main path 
for our salvation.
After graduating from Cai
ro, and as a teacher in Taiz 
in the 1970s, I volunteered 
to teach in the girls' literacy 
program, which was orga
nized by the Taiz Female 
Society. Soon, I got in
volved in lots of things re
lated to women and their 
conditions in life.
Today, I believe that it is 
primarily through educa
tion that women can im
prove their conditions.

Q: Could you describe 
what the Federation of 
Yemeni Women does?
A: First, all our work is on 
a voluntary basis. Second, 
the Federation is made up 
of eleven branches and the

dozens of independent as
sociations in the various 
towns. We coordinate the 
various activities that help 
women. As you could have 
guessed, we concentrate on 
literacy programs. In addi
tion, we provide training in 
secretarial skills, sewing, 
embroidery, family plan
ning, day-care services, 
first-aid, nutrition, sanita
tion, and many general wel
fare and educational pro
grams. We sometimes get 
involved in social disputes, 
specially if we feel a man is 
taking advantage of a wom
an. This is especially true 
in cases of divorce in which 
the husband literally des
troys his former wife. But 
this is a sensitive matter 
and we are handling it with 
a lot of tact and caution.

Q: How do you finance 
your activities?
A: As you must realize, all 
our projects are develop
ment-oriented. Therefore, 
the government provides us 
subsidies to run our pro
jects. There is a monthly 
allowance which helps us 
cover the majority of our 
expenses. Then there are 
the membership subscrip
tions, and the nominal fees 
we charge for our services 
such as the day-care servi
ces for infants and children. 
We hope that in the future 
we can approach the local 
and international business 
community and ask for 
their contribution.

Q: Do you perform as a 
union, or is it simply a 
loose federation?
A: No, we are not a union, 
although we do intervene in 
many instance to help 
women who confront un
fair treatment from the em
ployers. In general, how
ever, we look at our role as 
a ground-breaking to help 
expand women's role and 
presence in the various sec

tors of the economy. As I 
said, if an issue is brought 
to our attention, we address 
it. But we don't really go 
out of our way to tackle 
difficult issues. We al
ready have a lot to do.

Q: What do you think of 
the new family law?
A: The law that regulates 
female affairs is called 
family law in Yemen. Un
fortunately, this law has 
many shortcomings. But it 
is an improvement over the 
one that had existed in the 
former North Yemen, al
though many would argue 
it is not as good as the one 
that had existed in the for
mer South Yemen. Some 
will point to some token 
rights, such as the right to 
join the army. We have ef
fectively participated in 
drafting this law. In spite 
of the shortcomings, I think 
it is good enough for the 
time being That is to say 
that is the most we can get 
at this juncture. We hope, 
as society evolves, that we 
can amend certain aspects 
of it, and thus improve on it 
with time.

Q: What can we expect 
from the Women’s Feder
ation over the next few 
years?
A: We have plans to ex
pand our membership base 
and presence in all the gov
ernorates. Thus, we plan to 
open branches all over the 
country. Then, we would 
like to expand the kinds of 
services we provide, spe
cially in making it easy for 
women to work. This will 
be done through direct ser
vices, and through more in
formation and guidance to 
the public so that people 
accept that women can just
about anything a man can 
do, given some clear limi
tations. This demands more
commitments, among us, and
more understanding and 

support from the men. By 
the way, I take this opportu
nity to thank you in person, 
and to thank the Yemen 
Times for its enlightened 
policy in addressing issues 
that are important for Ye
meni women. You see all 
over the world, female 
rights were achieved by an 
alliance between women 
and supportive men. So I 
call on all to assist as much 
as they can in this field.

Q: Are there some bra
nches and associations 
that are more active than 
others?
A: Of course, and it reflects 
the degree of social evolu
tion. For example, the asso
ciations of Taiz and Hodei
dah are far more active than 
most others. I am compar
ing them within the former 
North Yemen. I don't have, 
as yet, sufficient informa
tion on the women's associ
ations in the southern and 
eastern governorates.

Q: Let us move on to your 
job. You are the Assistant 
General Manager for the 
country’s Basic Education. 
What exactly do you do?
A: The general directorate 
in which I work is in charge 
of basic education, which 
means primary and prepara
tory education. This is the 
most important stage of ed
ucation, as it handles chil
dren in their formative 
years.

Q: There were some diffi
culties regarding the cur
ricula. What exactly is the 
problem?
A: You know that we have 
committees and depart
ments responsible for draft
ing the curricula. Politics 
gets involved. Some people 
want a stronger doze of re
ligion, others want more of 
this, and more of that. That 
is about it.
Q: There are major short

ages of schools, books, 
teachers, etc. Why can’t 
you plan for sufficient 
quantities?
A: Maybe you should ad
dress your question to the 
Minister of Finance. We 
tell him wee need so many 
books, so many teachers, 
so much furniture, etc. He 
says that we could less of 
this and less of that. 
Another part of the prob
lem is simply the problem 
of dealing with the shear 
size of the job. Remember, 
we are responsible for 
nearly two million pupils, 
and about fifty thousand 
teachers. So we have diffi
culties. Thus, the problem 
is partly financial, or re
sources in general, and 
partly a problem of proper 
management. But we are 
working on this.

Q: The teachers are this 
year Yemenis in the Basic 
Education level. What is 
the policy?
A: This is a top-level deci
sion which instructed to re
place foreigners with Ye
menis. It is a normal 
evolution of things, we 
have simply expedited the 
process. But there is one 
problem in our assignment 
of teachers. We assign the 
least qualified to the lower 
levels of education. Thus a 
secondary graduate will 
teach the lower grades in 
primary schools. This is 
wrong. We should choose 
our best to the little chil
dren because they tend to 
imitate, and we should give 
them our best to imitate. 
There is another issue. 
Since we are using gradu
ates of all fields to teach, 
maybe we should add cer
tain courses in educational 
techniques in the curricula.

Q: Let me raise one last 
question. You were in 
trouble with the clergy 
and religious groups. 
Why?
A: Simply because they in
voke religion to have it 
their way in everything. 
Sometime they misquote 
Islam, sometimes they mis
use Islam. I fire back. Let 
me give you an example. 
The Friday orator in a 
neighboring mosque was 
blasting women who buy 
last fashion clothings, etc. I 
told him that he could have 
used a better approach. He 
could have called on wom
en to learn sewing to help 
reduce the burden on the 
family budget. He did not 
get it, and he was upset.
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TURBA: THE CAPITAL OF HUGARRIAH
Turba, the capital of Hugar
riah, lies at 13,13 degrees 
North and at 44,07 East of 
Greenwich and at an eleva
tion of 1860 meters above 
sea level. It occupies a 
commanding position on a 
massive plateau extending 
south east of Taiz until it is 
finally broken by the rift of 
Wadi Al-Maqatira.
The history of Turba goes 
way back in history. Turba 
was one of the centers of 
the Ma'afer civilization (the 
ancient name of Hugar
riah). More recently, the 
city became an Islamic cen
ter to which many monu
ments bear witness, special
ly the Al-Tayyar mosque. 
Other relics include Otto
man buildings which are 
multi-storey houses.

The city has 7682 residents, 
with an average family size 
of 7.4 and a male-female

ratio of 93:1, and a popula
tion of which, 62% are 
younger than 15 years old. 
(extrapolated from a 1978 
Yemen Economists Socie
ty field survey). Of the 
adult population, 74.3% 
are married, 13.9% are 
batchelors, 7.7 % are wid
owed, and 4.1% are di
vorced. Features of moder
nity are already leaving 
their mark on the town as 
the characteristics of rural 
life recede constantly. Nu
cleus families and late mar
riages are beginning to be
come normal. Of the total 
adult population of over 24 
years, a solid 14% are not 
yet married.
The majority of the resi
dents are not of Turba ori
gin. Only 40.4 % are origi

nally from Turba, 46.6% 
are from the surrounding 
regions, 1.3% are original

ly from 
Sana'a, 1.2% 
from Dha- 
mar, 1.1% 
from Aden 
and the bal
ance from 
other places.

Over 52% of 
the adult 
population 
of Turba has 
been an im
migrant one 
time or an
other over 
the last five 
years, and 
some 6% 
have re
turned re
cently due to the Gulf Cri
sis. The economic structure 

of the town is 
still rural al
though the 
modern ser
vice sector is 
already sub
stantial as the 
table below 
shows.
According to 
Abdul-Salam 
Shamsan, the 
Deputy Di
rector of

Housing and Urban Plan
ning in Turba, the town 
needs all kinds of services, 
which have long been 
promised by the leadership

of the country. These in
clude, in an urgent manner, 
a garbage dump, street 
lighting, a drainage and se
werage system, and asphalt
ed roads. The town is 
growing very rapidly, but 
the services are not catching 
up with it. The town, which

services a catchment area 
of hundreds of kilometers 
with the highest population 
density in the country, is 
also a tourist attraction. 
Foreigners usually make 
the extra trek , of about 70 
kilometers from Taiz to get 
a feel of Hugarriah.

Distribution of Turba’s Adult Population 
by Occupation in Labor Force

Outside the labor force 53.86%
Government employees 16.68%
Retail trade and restaurants 11.64%
Construction/Daily laborers 9.5%
Transportation sector 4.2%
Industry/Crafts 1.9%
Others 2.22%
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ENACTMENT OF THE LAW GOVERNING POLITICAL PARTIES IN YEMEN
On the 16th of October, 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh signed law number 
66 for 1991 governing po
litical parties in Yemen. 
The Yemen Times pub
lishes, in this edition, the 
second and final part of 
an unofficial translation 
of the text of the law:

Chapter Three: 
Procedures for

Founding a Party:

Article (13):
A committee called 
"Committee for the Affairs 
of Parties and Political Or
ganizations" is to be formed 
as follows:
- The Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs as 
chairman,
- Minister of Interior as 
member,
- Minister of Justice as 
member,
- Four persons as members 
but they should not be 
members of any party or 
political organization and 
they should be from among 
non-functioning judges or 
from among lawyers ac
credited to the Supreme Ju
dicial Council. The four 
persons, concerning whom 
a republican decree is to be 
issued, have to satisfy the 
following conditions:

a) They have to enjoy per
sonal integrity, impartiality 
and independence;
b) They have to adhere to 
the principles of democracy 
and political pluralism;
c) They have to swear the 
constitutional oath in front 
of the Presidential Council 
committing that they will 
adhere to the stipulations 
and conditions of this law 
during their tenure in the 
committee.
The committee is responsi
ble for receiving, scrutiniz
ing and ensuring that appli
cations to establish parties 
and political organizations 
satisfy the requirements of 
this law and any other stip
ulations.

Article (14):
To establish any party or 
political organization, the 
following steps have to be 
followed:
a) A written request is to be 
submitted to the chairman 
of the committee. This re
quest has to be signed by at 
least seventy five founding 
members, whose signatures 
are to be verified by a pri
mary court.
b) When an application is 
submitted, the party or po
litical organization must 
have at least 2500 members 
from most of the governo
rates including Sanaa city.

c) The application must in
clude a complete set of 
documents, notably the po
litical program, the by
laws, a statement on the re
sources, the assets and their 
sources, the party’s banker, 
and the name of the person 
authorized on behalf of the 
party or political organiza
tion to complete the estab
lishment procedures.
d) The committee chairman 
has to present the applica
tion to the committee with
in (15) days thereof.
e) The committee, once sat
isfied that all the conditions 
are met, has to publish a 
statement, for seven days, 
on one of the daily papers, 
confirming that an applica
tion was deposited with it. 
Such a statement must in
clude the name of the party 
or the political organization 
and the names, titles, pro
fessions, and dates of birth 
of the founding members. 
Such a statement has to be 
published within a maxi
mum of one month of the 
application date. If the 
committee fails to publish 
the statement, then this fact 
has no (delaying) conse
quence on the establish
ment of the party.
Any person who has any 
objection to whatever is 
published in the statement 
may approach the commit

tee within (15) days of the 
date of publication.
f) The committee may, 
within (45) days of the ap
plication, whether before or 
after the publication of the 
statement, may decide to 
object to the establishment 
of the party. Such a deci
sion must give detailed jus
tification for the decision. 
If the committee does not 
object to the establishment 
of the party within (45) 
days, then the party's estab
lishment is considered au
tomatically approved.

Article (15):
With due consideration to 
the final item in article (14) 
above, the chairman of the 
committee shall convey, by 
registered correspondence 
and within a maximum of 
one week of the commit
tee’s objection decision, to 
the applicants of the party 
to be founded the decision 
and the justifications there
of. The chairman shall also 
allow the founders of the 
party a 30-day period from 
the date of their receipt of 
the committee's objection 
decision, during which they 
can complete any require
ments or respond to the ob
jections of the committee. 
In case the differences are 
not resolved, the case may 
be referred to the relevant 

court by the committee or 
through a law-suit filed by 
the founding members of 
the party. Such a case is 
treated as an urgent case by 
the courts, and all parties 
are entitled to petition the 
court decision according to 
the law.

Article (16):
The party or political or
ganization enjoys all legal 
rights and performs its po
litical activities from the 
day following the 45-day 
period stipulated under arti
cle (14), unless the com
mittee has objected to the 
establishment. In case the 
committee had objected, 
the party or political organ
ization may start its activi
ties from the date of the is
suance of a court order 
nullifying the committee's 
objection. All documents 
pertaining to the establish
ment of the party have to 
be published in the official 
gazette.

Chapter Four: 
Resources and Finan

cial Provisions:
Article (17):
The resources of the party 
include:
a) subscriptions and con
tributions of members;

Continues on p. 8
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THE STIGMA OF DIVORCE
HAUNTS YEMENI WOMEN

Over 7.6% of the Yemeni 
adult female population or 
103,784 women are classi
fied as divorced. Given the 
vindictive nature of di 
vorce, in Yemen, the prob
lems that divorced women 
face are exceptionally hard 
at many levels - financial, 
social, emotional and cultu
ral. The stigma of divorce 
and the suffering it inflicts 
on women can reach un
bearable proportions. The 
society at large, and the 
woman's family in particu
lar, blame her for failing to 
preserve her marriage and 
to protect the family. 
"Every body forgets the di
vorce decision in over 95% 
of the cases is taken by the 
man", says Dr. Wahiba 
Fare', assistant professor of 
the philosophy and sociolo
gy of education at Sana'a 
University. "Our value sys
tem and traditional norms 
are such that the woman 
bears the brunt of the conse
quences for a man's deci
sions", she complained.
Once divorced, a woman's 
life is literally shattered. 
She has to relinquish her 
home, give up her children 
and everything. Added to 
that is the financial ruin, 
specially if she does not 
work. She returns to the 
house of her parents as a de
pendent. All of a sudden, 
she does not run the house, 
she is relegated the role of a 
minor. Everybody in the 
family, especially if their 
resources are limited, looks 
at her as a burden to the 
family, specially if she has 
children who become the 
focal point of family irrita
tion.. "Why couldn't she put 
up a bit more. Throw these 
kids out of here. Why 
should we bear the prob
lems of her failure" are 
complaints heard frequent
ly Then there is the social 
consequences of divorce. 
These are manifold. First, 
the divorced woman is im
mediately limited in her 
freedom of contact. Divor
ced women can no longer 
go out as they used to, they 
cannot put on make-up, they 
cannot expose themselves 
unduly, they cannot this and 
they cannot that. Otherwise, 
rumours regarding their 
chastity will haunt them. 
"We have to live a non-life. 
Our relatives as well as 
friends become overly sen
sitive to whatever we do. 
Traditions have taken away 
our rights given to us by the

teachings of Islam," wrote 
B.M., a divorced woman, to 
the Yemen Times. Drawing 
even a more bleak picture, 
she mentioned that her for
mer friends (still married) 
avoid her because of the 
fear that she would snatch 
any of their husbands. B M 
gave the following reasons 
for the prevalence of di
vorce among Yemenis:
1) Early marriages:
Fathers, for their own rea
sons, compel their daugh
ters to marry at an early 
age. This is a time when 
the little girl is unable to 
shoulder responsibilities of 
a house. Problems grow, 
and before she knows it, the 
little girl is divorced.
2) Arranged marriages:
It is true divorces occur in 
all kinds of marriages. But 
when parents arrange 
everything, there is no way 
to tell whether something 
will stand in the way of a 
happy marriage.
3) General Awareness: 
Lack of proper preparation 
and awareness on both 
sides leads to many compli
cations, as small things 
grow out of proportion.

The Secretary-General of 
the Federation of Yemeni 
Women, Mrs. Fawzia Nou- 
man, added one more rea
son. She said that as the 
couple evolve in life, the 
husband usually gets more 
opportunities than the wife. 
He becomes more educated 
and much richer. In time, 
he feels his old wife is less 
presentable and more of a 
burden. Thus, he seeks to- 
change wives. "There is

actually a funny situation 
here," she goes on. "The 
man cannot live with the 
girl that came with him 
from the countryside. She 
is probably illiterate, she is 
definitely not refined, and 
she is 'not good' for him. 
At the same time, Yemeni 
men can not live with edu
cated and refined women, 
because the men cannot 
boss them around. By the 
way, this explains the ris
ing number of unmarried 
educated women. At the 
end, men tend to choose 
half-educated girls. That 
is why so many preparato
ry and secondary school 
girls are married off," she 
said.
Can the women do some
thing about this? Yes, 
they can, but at tremen
dous cost. Mrs. Numan in

dicated that she knows 
about half a dozen women 
who started their own 
homes, independently, after 
being divorced. But to suc
ceed in this, three condi
tions are necessary:
a) That the woman has a 
steady source of income 
(e.g., a job, an investment 
such as real estate, etc) to 
meet her needs.
b) That she has a female 
member of her family, 
preferably her mother, to 
live with her.
c) That she has a strong 
personality that will allow 
her to overcome the petty 
complications that will 
arise immediately follow
ing the divorce and during 
her early adjustment days. 
Some of these may be in
tentionally placed in her 
way by her former husband. 
Few women have those 
qualifications, although the 
numbers may be increasing.
"As a result, wives put up 

with hell in order to avoid 
becoming divorced women, 
and many men capitalize on 
these circumstances to liter
ally do with their wives 
whatever they want. It is 
really sick in some cases," 
lamented the Secretary- 
General of the Federation 
of Yemeni Women.
It is a matter of general 
awareness, the Yemen 
Times was told over and 
over. So we went to Mrs. 
Amatal-AIeem Soosuwah, 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
of Information. "What can 
be done," we asked. "This 
is a problem that requires a 
long-term strategy. Even 
our educational curricula

are lacking in this respect," 
she started. "Yemeni wom
en are the victims of hun
dreds of years of igno
rance. "The degree of suf
fering experienced by a di
vorced woman cannot be 
imagined, and all of us are 
oblivious to that," she said. 
"Yemeni society is a man's 
world at its best, although 
we women make up the ma
jority. Women are literally 
broken down (not just 
broken hearts, but broken 
everything) when divorced. 
They are lost, it is almost 
like dying," she said. 
Another woman, who asked 
not to be named, told the 
Yemen Times, "I know 
many women who plead 
with their husbands to keep 
them and not to divorce 
them. Yemeni wives live 
with the eternal nightmare 
of being divorced. It is so 
damn easy and women get 
such a rough deal. The de

gree of helplessness and 
the vacuum that envelopes 
a divorced woman's life 
are beyond imagination." 
Another divorced woman, 
who works as a teacher 
says, "Much depends on 
one's family. But even in 
good and supportive fami
lies, there is a piercing 
feeling of pity. My father 
brings grooms by the doz
ens. There is a courtship 
every other month as if 
they want to get rid of me," 
she said.
What is the answer? It is 
education. Education for 
our girls so that when they 
grew up they are less de
pendent on their husbands, 
and education for the boys, 
so that they can grow to 
become more responsible 
men and education to 
change society's values.
tions. We cannot allow 
our girls to die in their ear
ly twenties.

DON’T BE IN A HURRY!

Some people misunderstand what marriage is all about. 
They only look on the rosy side and never think of its 
difficulties, especially people whose ages are between 
18 to 25 years, which is a very rocky time of one's life. 
It is during these years that most of us got married. In 
those years, most of us live beautiful dreams and we 
believe in fantasies. As a result, our decision can be 
based on poor judgement leading to many cases of 
broken marriages. The main losers in broken marriages 
are the children, then the mother, and finally the father. 
The decision to get married is definitely one of the 
most critical decisions people ever make, therefore, it 
needs time and concentration. We should be rather well 
prepared to face the pleasures as well as the problems 
before we take the final plunge.
Marriages in Yemen are not as they used to be with the 
parents shouldering most of the expenses and married 
life is not as steady and foreseeable as it used to be 
with everything under control. Again to be married is 
so different from a bachelor life. To get married is a de
cision taken once in a lifetime. The repetitions are not 
as exciting or meaningful; therefore, we should rush 
ourselves into this event. Of course, some of us (the fe
males) have less of a say in this than others, but still 
everybody has a say.
Sometimes you find a boy of 18 years getting married 
to a girl of 16. In five years, if they are still together, 
they might have produced four children. The parent 
kids and their kids now face real problems, which are 
beyond their capacity to understand, let alone discuss 
and compromise. The only solution to most of them is 
to be divorced and as a result many lives are ruined. 
The real victims, however, are the children and the 
mother. The father simply gets another round with 
another wife.
So, what is the hurry? My advice to all, but specially to 
the girls is to finish education, position yourself in life, 
tighten all the loose ends and then get married when 
you're big enough and sure of yourself. A girl should 
not be married to simply be taken care of, she should 
be married to start a partnership to which she can con
tribute reasonably.
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ZAHRA OMAR - 
AN UNKNOWN

HEROINE

They called her Gurey 
"The left handed." She was 
just 23 years old, a brave, 
courageous messenger for 
the USC underground, 
when Siad Barre’s secret 
police caught her in April 
1989. Her parents were 
already long dead at the 
hands of the Siad Barre 
secret police.
Day after day, she was 
subjected to electric 
shocks, near drowning, 
burnings, she was raped 
and beaten. Worst of all, 
she was alone, isolated, 
nonbody knew where she 
was or if she were alive or 
not. She had become a 
non-person.
One day, Zahra huddled in 
the darkness of the interro
gation room, trying to 
overcome the searing pain 
by imagining flowers in a 
mountain meadow. Sud
denly a guard kicked the 
door open and threw a 
small round bread into the 
room. Desperately hungry, 
the girl broke the loaf in 
two. Inside she found a 
match box containing a sil
ver paper, on it was pen
ciled three letters USC! 
(United Somali Congress). 
For the first time in her 
desolation, she felt the 
almost frightening refresh
ment of hope. Someone 
KNEW and cared for her. 
She nurtured that little 
hope like a flickering 
candle through succeeding 
months of physical and 
mental torture.
Late one afternoon, barely 
conscious after a severe 
beating, she heard her tor
turers discuss the fighting 
between the USC and Siad 
Barre. They were planning 
to protect themselves - by 
killing any useful prisoner. 
Before they could act, two 
officers arrived, informing 
them that Zahra was to be 
taken for additional ques
tioning. As she was 
dragged to a waiting car, 
she looked up for a mo
ment, the sun was sinking 
behind the horizon and the 
evening sky was blazed 
with rose and gold. She 
would always remember 
that as an aurora of free
dom. The officers proved 
to be anti-Siad Barre, and 
they drove Zahra to safety 
with friends in the USC 
territory.
But the effects of several 
months of torture were not 
to go away easily. Zahra 
spent most of the time in 

hospitals and under psychi
atric care abroad.
One wonderful evening, 
word came that Siad Barre's 
regime had been ousted and 
Zahra was in a state of joy 
and excitement and was 
filled with hope. Soon she 
went back to Somalia to 
take part in putting together 
the shattered fragments of 
her people's life into a re
cognizable pattern.
But when she was back in 
Mogadishu, she let all tears 
flow over her sunken 
cheeks, the tears she had 
been holding back for a 
long time. The tears of 
freedom.
Zahra's health got worse. 
Knowing she was about to 
die she uttered her last 
words - "Out of the ashes of 
defeat and humiliation, out 
of the battered hearts, rise 
the warmth of the spirit. 
We have to pull ourselves 
together and out of the 
depths of poverty and star
vation which faced us, we 
have to rebuild our nation. 
And we have to rebuild it in 
the image and likeness of 
Somalia that has been de
stroyed. Having lost at Siad 
Barre's hand, we should not 
lose again at the hands of 
any other dictator".

By:
Awes Sheikh Mohamed 
Abdullahi
P.O.Box 11146 
Sana'a.

PALESTINE
AND THE FACTS!

All religions on earth have 
major common aims which 
are holy to them. Above all, 
they concentrate on equali
ty of all human beings, irre
spective of color or any 
other differences. One of 
these religions is Islam 
whose followers consist of 
a vast number of the people 
in the world, around one 
billion, today. Islam is 
characterised by its strong 
respect and recognition of 
all heavenly books and 
Prophets. Islam believes in 
the freedom of worship, 
giving all human beings. 
Most Arab states, although 
adhering to the Holy Quran 
and the "Sunna", reject dis
crimination based on relig
ious beliefs. Constitutions 
drafted in almost all Arab 
states provide all citizens 
all kinds of rights to be 
practised by both Muslims 
and other-wise. In the re
public of Yemen, as a clear 
example, the constitution 
gives the Yemeni Jews the 
same rights as any other 

Yemenis sharing all privi
leges without exception. 
They are practising freely 
their religions as well as 
all social and political 
rights. They are members 
of the different political 
parties participating in all 
democratic spheres of life. 
This is a common pheno
menon every where in the 
Arab countries.
The other extreme is the 
state of Israel. In 1948 the 
state of Israel came into 
being essentially reflecting 
a fanatic philosophy based 
on religion and race known 
as "Zionism". This philo
sophy preaches inequality 
of peoples and thus dehu
manizing human beings. 
The origin of "Zionism" 
goes back to the minds of a 
few individuals who 
formed a set of values 
which oppose all 
"Heavenly books".
These devilish cliques con
centrated all their efforts in 
falsifying all Godly mes
sages and counterfeiting the 
Holy books. In 1948, their 
evil ambitious for spread
ing hate and animosity 
among all human beings 
sprang with the formation 
of the Zionist state. As a 
result, they put on an eter
nal fire in the Middle East 
which is brought suffering 
to all peoples of the area 
both Arabs and Jews, 
Between 1948 and 1991, 
our memory recalls noth
ing but negative, gluttonic 
inhuman pains inflicted by 
Zionist Terrorist gangs. 
They were disobedient to 
all U.N. laws and resolu
tions. They continue to 
plot to against all nations 
and lead the world to de
struction. They do this 
through their lobbies 
which succeed in spread
ing an atmosphere of sus
picion, instability, and rest
lessness among nations. 
They were keen enough to 
create an acute misunder
standing between the ma
jor world powers, and in 
particular the West and the 
East. With their foxy 
tricks, they annexed for
eign lands as an excuse for 
safe-guarding interests of 
other friendly countries in 
the area. They tortured, op
pressed, and massacred the 
poor Palestinian citizens. 
Their inhuman actions 
have distinguished them as 
modern-day Nazis. They 
were able to deceive the 
world for ever, but history 
has exposed their ulterior 
inhuman motives.
One of the means of the 
present time is to expose 
Zionist sadistic, egotistic 

deeds for over 43 years. 
The other crucial factor is 
the historically distinct po
sition of the Arab coun
tries in relation to the U.N 
resolutions and the world 
community. The Arabs re
spected and abided by the 
security council's resolu
tions, even concerning the 
Gulf Crisis. Consequently, 
fraternal Iraq was des
troyed and her children dy
ing of hunger and disease. 
Arab unity suffered as a 
result and a lot of Arab 
countries suffered econo
mically and otherwise. The 
advantages of the present 
era is, the special attention 
given to the peace process 
in the Middle East by the 
U.S.A, and U.S.S.R. These 
two world powers face to
day a very critical test in 
their credibility. They are 
either to succeed in 
achieving law and order to 
secure world peace and se
curity or they will fail and- 
get entangled in a cheap 
and fruitless political ma
neuvering.
We are all optimistic due 
to all the steps taken by the 
Soviet Union and the Unit
ed States in the "Peace 
Conference". These are 
tangible but they need to 
be followed up and 
achieve the following:
1. Creation of a Palestinian 
free state with its capital 
"Jerusalem" under the 
leadership of Palestinian 
Liberation Organization.
2. Effective implementa
tion of U.N. resolutions 
242 and 338
3. The destruction of all 
Israeli mass destruction 
weapons.
4. Peaceful co-existence 
among all nations of the 
area.
5. Financial compensation 
to be paid by the state of 
Israel to states whose lands 
were annexed.
6. Treating all returned 
Jews to the state of Israel 
as equal human beings and 
to give them the freedom 
to go back to the countries 
from which they came as 
they were deceived by the 
Zionist propaganda.
7. The spreading of de
mocracy in the whole re
gion and the prohibition of 
descrimination.
8. The cessation of the ac
tivities of world Zionist 
movement due to its dan
gerous effects on world 
peace.
9. Correction of falsified 
facts in some of the Holy 
books for political gains.
By: Yacin Mohamed 
Abdella, Sanaa.

UNEMPLOYMENT

One of the major problems 
we are facing nowadays, is 
unemployment'. It is a big 
problem that can not be ig
nored. Crowds of people 
every morning roam around 
looking for employment. 
Unfortunately, most of 
them go home unsuccess
fully. This problem is the 
result of the economic 
deterioration due to our 
mismanagement and wrong 
policies in the past, and 
also due to the returnees 
from Saudi Arabia and the 
other Gulf States, as a di
rect consequence of the 
Gulf War.
But there is a saying which 
states, "In every problem, 
there is a silver lining". The 
silver lining is that these 
new conditions will force 
us to tighten our belts, and 
to be more self-dependent 
in the future. They will 
also, once and for all, prove 
to us our real friends and 
enemies. After all, some 
countries are simply look
ing for an excuse to place 
hardships on Yemen.
At the same time, we hope 
our government will work 
hard to find urgent and ap
propriate solutions to this 
problem.

By. Jamil Abdullah Al- 
Guwairy,
Third year student, 
English Department. 
Sana'a University.

EAST IS EAST, AND 
THE WEST IS WEST

The recent events in the 
Gulf, as well as the interna
tional developments show 
that the East will remain 
East, and the West shall re
main West, and the two 
shall never meet. In this 
juncture of human civiliza
tion, the struggle between 
the two sides is not equit
able due to the visible dif
ferences in the level of 
technology.
We should work hard to 
catch up with the Western 
technology. Unfortunately, 
very limited technologic 
transfer has taken place in 
the past. Even as we ac
quire some technologic 
know-how, the West makes 
new break-throughs in im
portant fields. If we should 
look at our past, it is only to 
draw lessons on the seri
ousness and industriousness 
of our ancestors.
by: Yahia Yusuf 
Hodeidi, 
Sanaa.
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Continued from p. 5
ENACTMENT OF THE LAW GOVERNING POLITICAL PARTIES

b) the subsidies allocated by 
the government;
c) return on the party's in
vestments in fields other 
than commerce. Party in
vestments in issuing news
papers and magazines and 
publishing houses are not 
considered commercial if 
they aim to serve the objec
tives of the party; 
d) gifts and donations.
The party or political organ
ization may not accept from 
non-Yemeni individuals or 
parties (even if they ac
quired Yemeni nationality) 
any gifts, merits, or servic
es. The party or political 
organization must put on 
verifiable accounting 
records the name of the 
donor and the amount do
nated. the relevant authori
ties must be informed if any 
contribution exceeds 
YR. 100,000 in one dona
tion, or if the total annual 
donations of one person or 
party exceed YR.200,000. 
The donations given to par
ties and political parties 
may not deductable for 
income tax purposes.

Article (18):
The Committee for the 
Affairs of Parties and Politi
cal Organizations shall pro
pose to the Council of Mini
sters annually the total 
amount of support or sub
sidy which the state will al
locate for the parties and 
political organizations in ac
cordance with the provi
sions of this law. This 
amount, once approved, is 
then included in the govern
ment budget.

Article (19):
The total amount of govern
ment subsidy to the parties 
and political parties is di
vided as follows:
a) 25% of the total in equal 
instalments to all parties 
which are represented in the 
House of Representatives.
b) 75% of the total is 
pegged in proportion to the 
votes the candidates of the 
parties and political parties 
obtained in the race for the 
seats of the House of Repre
sentatives. The party or po
litical organization is not 
entitled to a share in this 
amount if the total number 
of votes its candidates got 
was less than 5% of the to
tal votes.
During the transitional peri
od, the Presidential Council 
shall decide the way the 
subsidy will be distributed 
on the basis of a proposal 
by a committee formed 
from among the parties and 
to be presented by the Com
mittee for the Affairs of

Parties and Political Organi
zations.

Article (20):
In any case, the total amount 
of subsidy from the state 
may not surpass the total 
amount of subscriptions and 
dues paid by the members to 
the party. In case the sub
sidy amount entitled to a 
party exceeds the total of its 
subscription, the excess is 
transferred to the govern
ment treasury.

Article (21):
The amount of state subsidy 
to the parties and political 
organizations is payable on 
the first day of January eve
ry year. If the new budget is 
not yet approved, then an es
timated amount is temporar
ily paid on the basis the last 
year's figures, until the new 
budget is approved.

Article (22):
STate subsidy to a party or 
political organization is ter
minated if:
a) a court order is issued ter
minating the activities of the 
party according to article 
(34) of this law.
b)the party does not present, 
to the relevant 
authorities, a copy of its 
annual report and final 
accounts regarding the 
sources and expenditures.
c) the party receives any do
nations, gifts or services in 
contradiction to article (17) 
of this law, and on the basis 
of a court order.
d) the party does not 
adhere to the provisions of 
article (24), and on the 
basis of a court order.
e) the party voluntarily 
decides to stop its 
activities.

Article (23):
State subsidy is stopped if: 
a) the party or political or
ganization ceases to 
exist by its own decision. 
b) the party or political 
organization ceases to 
exist by a court order 
according to article (34).

Article (24):
Party resources may not be 
dispensed except in the ser
vice of its objectives and ac
cording to the procedures 
stipulated in its by-laws. 
The party is required to keep 
books in accordance proper 
accounting principles show
ing the revenues and expen
ditures. The party must 
present its annual report in
cluding the final accounts to 
the relevant authorities.

Article (25):
The Committee for Parties 

and Political Organizations, 
once having gone over the 
annual report of the ac
counts, has the right to actu
ally inspect the books and 
review the expenditures and 
revenues to determine the 
legality. The committee 
may assign a specialized 
team to do this job, provided 
a copy of the team's report 
is given to the party or polit
ical party, and provided 
complete secrecy is guaran
teed except if a violation is 
discovered, in which case 
the matter is reverted to the 
judicial authorities accord
ing to the law.

Article (26):
The party and political party 
have to register with the 
Committee all its assets 
(property).

Article (27):
The assets (property) of the 
party or political organiza
tion, for the purposes of ap
plication of the penal code, 
are treated as government 
property, and those in 
charge of dealing with such 
property as government of
ficials.

Chapter Five: 
Rights and Duties:

Article (28):
The offices and the non
investment properties of the 
parties and political organi
zations are exempted from 
all taxes and fees.

Article (29):
The offices of the parties 
and political organizations 
and their documents, corre
spondence, communications 
may not be subject to sur
veillance, search, or force
fully seized except in cases 
of flagrante delicto which 
may be carried out in the 
presence of the relevant 
Chief of Prosecution, and a 
representative of the con
cerned party or political or
ganization. If the represen
tative refuses to attend, such 
a refusal is documented in 
the minutes and the investi
gation proceeds in the pres
ence of two witnesses.
In cases these rights are vio
lated, the investigation and 
all its consequences are ren
dered nullified. The Gener
al Prosecution Office has to 
inform the Committee of 
any steps taken in this re
gard within forty eight 
hours.

Article (30):
The party or political organ
ization has the right to issue 
any number of newspapers 

to express its viewpoints 
without having to obtain the 
permit stipulated in the 
Press Law. The party may 
also use any other means to 
express its opinions accord
ing to the constitution and 
the laws in force.

Article (31):
The government media has 
a duty to enable all parties 
and political organizations 
to equally use them to carry 
their view-points to the citi
zens. The by-laws regulate 
such access.

Article (32):
The Chairman of the Com
mittee is informed, within 
ten days, of any change in 
the structure of the party 
such as change of the Presi
dent of the party, or its mer
ger with another party, or 
any changes in its by-laws.

Article (33):
All parties and political or
ganizations have to adhere 
to the following in their ac
tivities:
a) Not to contradict Islam. 
b) Not to endorse any of the 
former regimes of the Ima
mate or Sultanates. Any ac
tions contrary to the objec
tives of the Revolution, the 
Republic, Unity and De
mocracy are forbidden.
c) Not to disrupt the general 
security and order, or to be 
involved in plots or vio
lence or to motivate others 
in them.
d) Not to transform the gov
ernment positions of service 
or public funds for party 
gains. Such violations shall 
be punished by the laws in 
force.
e) Not to carry out member
ship drives in contradiction 
of item (4) of article (10) of 
this law.
f) Not to use mosques, or 
the educational and govern
mental facilities to promote 
or criticize any party or po
litical organization.
g) It is permissible to use 
public sites and grounds for 
political activities in condi
tion of a prior coordination 
with the relevant authori
ties.

Chapter Six: 
Penal Provisions

Article (34):
Except by its voluntary con
sent, or by merger, it is not 
permitted to dissolve a party 
or stop its activities or deci
sions, except according to a 
court decision based on the 
request with justification 
submitted to the courts by 
the Committee. The deci
sion also determines to 

whom the assets of the par
ty are then turned over. 
Such a step is taken if: 
a) If any of the conditions 
for its establishment, ac
cording to article (8) is no 
longer applicable.
b) If the party or political 
organizations commits any 
of the forbidden activities 
stipulated in article (33). 
The Chairman of the Com
mittee, after the approval of 
the Committee, may deposit 
an urgent request with the 
relevant court to stop the 
activities of the party or any 
of its decisions, until a final 
court decision is taken re
garding the dissolution of 
the party. A copy such a re
quest with the full justifica
tions are passed to the 
President of the party with 
48 hours of their deposit. 
The court must decide on 
the request of the Commit
tee within fifteen days, and 
the final decision must be 
taken within ninety days.

Article (35):
The party or political organ
ization is considered defu
nct if:
a) If the party dissolves it
self.
b) If a final court order is 
issued dissolving it.
c) If two or more parties are 
merged together.
d) If the party joins an ex
isting party.
e) Under items (c) and (d) 
above, the new entity in
herits all the rights and du
ties of the dissolved party.

Article (36):
The Committee may issue a 
warning to any party or po
litical organization in case 
of violations, which may be 
transferred to the General 
Prosecutor to take the ap
propriate measures.

Article (37):
A person may not belong to 
more than one party.

Chapter Seven: 
General and Transi

tional Provisions

Article (38):
Existing parties are to ad
just their status, not later 
than 30/12/1991, based on 
regulations to be issued by 
the Presidential Council, 
specially regarding articles 
(4) and (10).

Article (39):
The Presidential Council is
sues the by-law for this law.

Article (40):
This law runs in force upon 
issuance on 16/10/1991.
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WORLD ENERGY TRENDS: IMPLICATIONS FOR YEMEN
By : Dr. Dorothea 
H. El-Mallakh*

As we examine 
energy trends the 
decade of the 
1990s, many 
questions which 
pertain to issues 
of supply and de
mand. On the sup
ply side, we can ask: 
Who has the oil now? 
Where will additional sup
plies come from in the fu
ture? From where will the 
financial capital come to 
support needed productive 
capacity or to replace exist
ing productive capacity? 
On the demand side, the 
questions would include: 
Where is the demand for oil 
growing? What of the pos
sibility of substitutes for 
oil? What might be the im
pact on demand for oil by 
conservation and increased 
energy efficiency? And fi
nally, what of environmen
tal concerns for air and wa
ter pollution?
In 1990, the world's largest 
oil producer was the Soviet 
Union, with 11.4 million 
barrels per day (mbd) of 
output. The United States 
ranked second, with 8.9 
mbd. However, let us keep 
in mind that while the U.S. 
is the second largest pro
ducer, it is also the world's 
largest single importer of 
oil. In fact, the U.S. im
ports almost as much as it 
produces. Saudi Arabia 
ranked third, with an aver
age daily output for 1990 of 
6.3 mbd (see table). As one 
examines the list of the top 
ten oil producers, it is clear 
that there is a great diver
gence among them in terms 
of oil reserves and of 
course, in the size of their 
populations and the diversi
ty of their domestic econo
mies (that is, the size of the 
internal market, other sec
tors than oil, and the variety 
of natural resources).
For the future, it may be 
more accurate to look at the 
reserves, also given in the 
table. This is indicative of 
future supply. At this stage, 
we have to note that the 
Soviet Union is one of the 
truly great questions to 
which we are still awaiting 
an answer. Like the United 
States, which is the "swing" 
consumer and the "swing" 
producer, the Soviet Un
ion's ability to meet its do
mestic oil requirements as 
well as continue a sufficient 
level of exports is of impor
tance for the world oil mar
ket. A second feature of re
serves is that the great 
future reservoir is in the

Middle East. For 
example, each of 

Kuwait, Iraq, 
Iran, and the 
United Arab 
Emirates has 
about four 
times the 
proven re
serves of the 

United States;
Saudi Arabia 

has ten times the 
proven reserves of the 

United States. Also of sig
nificance is the fact that 
producers such as Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, and the 
U.A.E. consume little oil at 
home, allowing for a high 
level of exports.
Keeping in mind the dis
tinction between production 
and market share (exports 
or oil available for world 
trade), the Gulf producer's 
market share in 1990 was 
some 34 percent. A recent 
study by Stanford Universi
ty's Energy Modeling Fo
rum predicts, under as
sumptions of oil prices in 
the low $ 20s by the year 
2000 and about $30 by 
2010 with a medium OPEC 
production growth of 5.2% 
per year between 1990 and 
2000, that the Gulfs market 
share would be at 42% by 
2000 and as high as 45% by 
2010. It is anticipated that 
by 2010, in the United 
States two of every three 
barrels of oil consumed will 
be imported.
The Solomon Brothers pub
lication in August 1991 
Proved Petroleum Reserves 
of 30 Large Energy Com
panies, 1983-1990 involves 
a survey of U.S. companies 
some large ones as Exxon 
and some independents as 
Sun plus Royal Dutch/Shell 
and British Petroleum. The 
following five aspects are 
of interest for Yemen and 
its oil-sector development. 
The 30 companies in the 
survey showed that their 
holdings of U.S. liquids 
(crude, condensate, and nat
ural gas liquids) reserves, 
fell by 2%, to a total of 20.6 
billion barrels at year-end 
1990. Thus liquid reserves 
have declined at a rate of 
0.8% annually since 1983. 
However, the foreign liq
uids reserves of the group 
rose by 3.9% from 1989 to 
1990, to a total of 21 billion 
barrels. Today, liquids re
serves are about equally di
vided between the domestic 
United States and their 
overseas holdings.
U.S. natural gas reserves 
rose 0.9% in 1990 over 
1989, to 92.7 trillion cubic 
feet (tcf) at year end. The 
foreign natural gas reserves 
of the group rose 30% to

98.6 tcf over the same peri
od. Again, we can discern 
the trend toward as much if 
not more reserves outside as 
inside the United States. 
According to the Associa
tion of Independent Petrole
um Producers, 1992 will be 
the lowest year of U.S. drill
ing activity in the U.S. since 
World War II.
U.S. oil and gas production 
replacement rate was 66 per
cent, the third year of im
provement over the 1986 - 
1987 depressed years. This 
is the operational replace
ment rate, which includes 
extensions and discoveries 
as well as improved recov
ery but excludes revisions 
and net purchases. Foreign 
oil and gas replacement rate, 
for the group, however, was 
88 percent.
U.S. upstream spending rose 
by 1.6% from 1990 to 1991, 
to $16.5 billion in the latter 
year. Foreign spending by 
the group of 30 companies 
rose 6.2, from $18.9 billion 
to $20 billion (1990 to 
1991). This is indicative that 
the companies in the survey 
are turning increasingly out
side the United States itself 
for upstream investment. 
Needless to say, this aspect 
is of interest for Yemen as it 
extends into exploration/ 
production activities.
Finally, the average U.S. 
"finding cost" for the group 
rose less than 1% in 1990, to 
$4.35 per barrel of oil equiv
alent (boe) from $4.32/boe 
in 1989. Foreign finding 
costs fell markedly to $2.23/ 
boe (1990) from $4.81/boe 
in 1989.
The above findings indicate 
that increasingly the United 
States oil industry is willing 
to invest overseas. Moreo
ver, given the reserve base, 
the replacement rate, and 
other indicators, the U.S. 
will be looking increasingly 
outside its borders.
While the U.S. is important 
in both the aspects of pro
duction and importation, it is 
the Soviet Union which is an 
element for increased de
mand for OPEC and non
OPEC oil in the near to me-

dium term. More impor
tantly perhaps, is the tre
mendous requirements of 
the Soviet Union for capital 
to upgrade and improve its 
oil sector. For example, the 
Soviet Union appears ever 
more unable to meet its ex
port commitments to East
ern Europe. This would 
bring such nations as 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
and Hungary into the world 
market very soon. Oil ex
ports to East Europe, from 
January through August of 
this year (1991), were down 
by almost 50%. For exam
ple, of the 7.5 million tons 
to Czechoslovakia, only 5.3 
million tons have been de
livered. Of the planned 6 
million tons to Poland, only 
4.9 million tons has been 
delivered. Similarly, Bul
garia, Yugoslavia, Hungary 
and Romania are well be
low the planned level of 
imports from the Soviet 
Union. Soviet oil produc
tion has been falling for the 
past three-years, by 10% for 
1989 and 1990 each, with a 
drop of as much as 20 per
cent in 1991 anticipated. 
We should recall that the 
Soviet Union consumes the 
lion's share of its own out
put. In 1990 it produced 
about 11.4 million barrels 
per day, with exports of 
only 3.3 mbd. Simple sub
straction would indicate 
that if Soviet export decline 
drastically, there will be a 
concomitant call for OPEC 
and non-OPEC crude lift
ings worldwide.
As far as Yemen is con
cerned, it will have to com
pete, along with countries 
such as Egypt, Malaysia, 
and Thailand, with the So
viet Union for oil-sector in
vestment from the United 
States, Japan and Europe.
Most analysts expect oil de
mand to increase slowly, in 
part linked to the vigor of 
the U.S and Canadian eco
nomic recoveries. More
over, the Pacific Basin is 
emerging as the fastest 
growing oil demand locale, 
which is a positive element 
for Middle Eastern produc

ers. Oil demand worldwide 
is expected to be about 66.1 
million barrels per day for 
1991, with a slight increase 
in 1992. In 1990, for the fi
rst time the Far East and 
Australia consumed more 
oil than Western Europe 
(650 million tons versus 
618 million tons). The In
ternational Energy Agency 
projects Asia-Pacific Basin 
demand to up from the 
1990 levels by 2.5 million 
barrels per day by 1995 and 
to 3.3 to 4.6 mbd by 2000. 
Of course, there are many 
policy instruments that 
might yet be employed by 
the major consuming coun
tries, either to reduce de
pendence on oil imports for 
security of supply or bud
getary reasons or to meet 
growing environmental 
concerns. Nonetheless, oil's 
place is secure in the trans
portation sector as well as 
other uses where its charac
teristics in transport and 
distribution are positive. 
While natural gas is an ex
cellent fuel, it is hampered 
by the expense of either liq
uefaction or of construction 
for pipeline distribution 
grids. Nuclear energy may 
yet be revived, but the un
expected costs of decom
missioning and safety re
quirements have led to a 
moratorium on new plants 
in certain nations, including 
the U.S.A.
Overall, the issues that will 
likely play a role in the oil 
sector in Yemen and else
where in the next ten years 
or so will include the in
creasing competition for 
capital (reflected in terms 
and arrangements), the en
vironmental requirements 
in refining, the impact of 
privatization in increased 
efficiency and company 
competitiveness, and final
ly, the commoditization of 
oil through the emergence 
of the future's market.

* Dr. El-Mallakh is the 
Director of ICEED and 
Managing Editor of The 
Journal of Energy and 
Development.

TEN TOP PRODUCERS AND TOP TEN RESERVE HOLDERS, 1990
Country Output (in million

 barrels per day) Country Proved Reserves as of 
January 1,1991

Soviet Union 11.4 Saudi Arabia 257.6 billion barrels
United States 8.9 Iraq 100 billion barrels
Saudi Arabia 6.3 United Arab Emirates 98.1 billion barrels
Iran 3.1 Iran 92.9 billion barrels
Mexico 3.0 Venezuela 59 billion barrels
United Arab Emirates 2.1 Soviet Union 58.0 billion barrels
Venezuela 2.1 Mexico 51.98 billion barrels
Iraq 2.0 United States 26.2 billion barrels
Canada 2.0 Canada 5.8 billion barrels
United Kingdom 1.9 United Kingdom 3.8 billion barrels

Source: Year-end Issue, 1990, Oil and Gas Journal.
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R.DUMAS :
J’AI L’INTENTION D’ETRE L’AVOCAT 

DU YEMEN AU SEIN DE LA CEE
Claire Tréan a suivi 
la visite de M. Roland 
Dumas, ministre 
d'Etat, ministre des 
Affaires étrangères au 
Yémen . Son article 
est paru dans le quo
tidien le Monde du 3- 
4 novembre. Extraits 
•
Le principal motif de la 
visite du ministre des 
Affaires étrangères ét
ait d'ordre politique. Il 
s'agissait, en substance, 
de faire de ce pays, 
bien disposé envers la 
France, l'un des points 
d'appui dans le monde 
arabe d'une diplomatie 
française qui n’a pas re
noncé à affirmer sa 
"différence". Le Yé
men, fait-on valoir, 
mène depuis la réunifi
cation en mai 1990 - 
entre un Sud ancienne
ment marxiste et un 
Nord aux structures 
traditionnelles et tri
bales - une expérience 
de démocratisation 
unique dans la région . 
Les partis politiques et 
les journaux s'y sont 
multipliés et des élec
tions y seront organi
sées dans moins de dix 
mois.
Cette expérience ne va 
pas sans tensions, dues 
aux difficultés écono
miques, aux mouveme
nts islamistes, au dé
senchantement du Sud, 
qui escomptait de meil
leurs et plus rapides bé
néfices de la réunifica
tion. Mais à l'issue des 
entretiens qu'il a eu 
jeudi à Sana'a, notam
ment avec le président

Saleh, M.Roland Du
mas se disait convaincu 
de l'adhésion de ce 

pays au processus 
d'unification mis en 
oeuvre et de la détermi
nation de ses dirigeants 
à poursuivre sur la voie 
de la démocratisation. 
Il leur faut, disait 
M.Roland Dumas, du 
"courage".
Le Yémen est en effet 
en train de payer ex
trêmement cher les po
sitions qu'il a prises 
lors de la crise du 
Golfe. L'Arabie Saou
dite, son principal bail
leur de fonds, a coupé 
tout crédit et renvoyé 
chez eux près d'un mil
lion de yéménites qui 
faisaient vivre une 
large partie de la popu
lation de ce pays 
(environ 14 millions 
d'habitants). Le Yémen 
s'est retrouvé après la 
guerre dans un relatif 
isolement et redoute 
notamment de se voir 
exclu d'éventuels ar
rangements de sécurité 
régionaux. M.Dumas 
pouvait peut-être trouv
er, samedi à Djeddah, 

l'occasion de transmet
tre au souverain saou
dien le désir des diri

geants yéménites de 
renouer le dialogue 
avec leurs puissants 
voisins.
Lors de son long entre
tien avec le ministre 
français, le général Sa
leh a, selon M.Dumas, 
démontré son souci de 
rectifier la "fausse im
age" qui fut donnée de 
son pays pendant le 
conflit avec l'Irak en 
raison de ses positions 
au Conseil de sécurité 
de l'ONU, de ses con
tacts avec M. Saddam 
Hussein et de ceux, 
toujours très fréquents, 
avec M. Yasser Arafat. 
M. Dumas a fait re
marquer que le Yémen 
avait voté à l'ONU 
"toutes les résolutions 
sauf deux" et estimé 
que la démarche du 
général Saleh à Bag
dad visait, comme 
celle de la France, "à 
éviter la guerre". A 
propos de la confér
ence de Madrid, le 
chef de l'Etat yémé
nite a déclaré, à l'issue 

de cet entretien, qu'il 
soutenait ce processus 
et qu'il "appréciait la 
position de la France en 
faveur du droit des Pa
lestiniens à un Etat".
M.Dumas a indiqué 
pour sa part qu'il avait 
aussi fait valoir les lég
itimes soucis d'Israël 
pour sa sécurité, qu'il 
avait trouvé un inter
locuteur "sensible à ce 
raisonnement" et qu'on 
ne pouvait pas ranger 
ce pays "dans la catég
orie des extrémistes".
La visite de M. Roland 
Dumas s'est traduite, au 
plan bilatéral, par un 
programme d'aide qui 
n' est peut-être pas tout 
à fait à la hauteur de 
ses ambitions poli
tiques : 80 millions de 
francs, sous forme de 
dons du Trésor, sont af
fectés à des projets de 
développement au Yé
men; le ministre s' est 
engagé à élever l'aide 
alimentaire sous forme 
de dons de farine, à 
4.000 tonnes en 1992 
(contre 3.000 actuelle
ment). Des discussions 
sont en cours pour 
l'ouverture d'un crédit 
d'achat de blé a concur
ence de 30 million de 
dollars, soit près de 
300.000 tonnes M. Du
mas a, d'autre part, sig
né un accord de coop
ération culturelle, 
scientifique et tech
nique, qui reprend en 
substance les deux ac
cords existant précé
demment avec le Yé
men du Nord et celui 
du Sud.

Caravane..
Les yéménites n'ont 
pas fait les choses à 
moitié, les deux mini
stres français ont été 
traités comme des 
rois. C'était la plus 
importante visite 
d'officiels français au 
Yémen depuis très 
longtemps. Il fallait 
marquer le coup et ce 
fut fait. A Sana'a 
comme à Aden, on a 
déroulé le tapis rouge. 
Rien n'a été laissé au 
hasard, à l'aéroport 
d'Aden, messieurs 
Dumas et Lang étai
ent attendus par un 
cortège de Mercedes 
noires et rutillantes, 
on en a compte vingt- 
trois, signe de 
l'importance des 
hommes et de 
l'événement. A peine 
eurent-ils le temps de 
fouler le sol adenite 
et de serrer quelques 
mains, que Roland 
Dumas et Jack Lang 
s'engouffrèrent dans 
les voitures officielles. 
Comme s'ils ne pou
vaient se permettre la 
moindre entorse au 
programme. Les Mer
cedes démarrèrent 
sur les chapeaux de 
roues, direction la 
table du gouverneur, 
première étape d'une 
visite éclair et bigre
ment chargée, comme 
de coutume. Roland 
Dumas n'a guère eu le 
temps de flâner. 
Arrivé après 15 
heures, samedi a 
Aden, il était à Riyad, 
en Arabie Saoudite 
quelques heures plus 
tard. Le chef de la di
plomatie française 

suite p 11
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venait au Yémen pour 
relancer la coopéra
tion avec la Répu
blique unifiée et 
1' assurer de son souti
en. Jack Lang était 
pour sa part plus 
tranquille. Chemise 
rouge et pantalon 
noir, il se montrait 
fidèle a son image 
moderne et décontrac
tée. Le lendemain, on 
le vit même avec des 
baskets aux pieds. En 
visite non officielle, il 
disposait d'une liberté 
plus grande et ne se fit 
pas prier pour en 
profiter. Certes il y 
avait la maison Rim
baud à inaugurer, 
mais le ministre de la 
Culture et son épouse 
purent s'offrir une 
tranche de vie adénite, 
sous escorte légère, le 
temps d'un diner sous 
les étoiles, dans un re
staurant de Crater. 
Selon des sources bien 
informées, ils auraient 
d'ailleurs trouvé cela 
exquis. Selon les 
mêmes sources, Jack 
Lang fut au moins 
aussi ravi de son bain 
de mer pris dans une 
crique à la sortie de la 
baie. A tel point qu'il 
insista pour regagner 
sa résidence dans une 
tenue légère, protégé 
des regards indiscrets, 
croyait-il, par les vi
tres teintées de sa voi
tures. Et c'est ainsi 
qu'il fit une entrée re
marquée à l'hôtel 
Aden.
Quelques minutes 
plus tard, Jack Lang 
et sa caravane - con
seillers, poètes, jour
nalistes s'envolaient 
vers Taëz quittant la 
mer pour la mon
tagne. Le gouverneur 
d'Aden pouvait ren
trer ses Mercedes en 
attendant la pro
chaine visite d'impor
tance. De l'avis de 
tous, français et yé
ménites, celle-ci aurait 
été une réussite.

S. Cariiez

Poésie

La maison Rimbaud
AFP. "Aden est un roc af
freux, sans un brin d'herbe ni 
une goutte d'eau bonne". 
Arthur Rimbaud aimait peu 
cette ville du Yémen où il avait 
séjourné fréquemment à la fin 
de sa courte vie. Mais les ad
mirateurs du poète des 
"Illuminations" se réjouiront : 
la maison où il vécut à Aden, a 
été retrouvé et va devenir un 
centre international de poésie.
Cette maison Rimbaud devien-

dra un "haut lieu de coopéra
tion culturelle entre la France 
et le Yémen", selon Jack Lang, 
ministre de la Culture qui l'a 
inaugurée avec Roland Du
mas, ministre des Affaires 
étrangères.
Arthur Rimbaud (1854 -1891) 
dont on célèbre le centenaire 
de la mort, renonça à 
l'écriture et parti pour 
l'Orient durant les dernières 
années de sa vie. Arrivé en av
ril 1880 à Aden, il devient nég
ociant en café pour la maison 
Bardey et y revint fréquem
ment jusqu'en 1891, entre des 
séjours au Harar.
A Aden, pointe sud de la pé
ninsule arabique et dans ce 
port qualifié de Gibraltar de la

Mer rouge, Rimbaud vécut au 
siège de l'agence Bardey, dans 
une vaste demeure à deux ét
ages, servant d'entrepôts, pos
sédant sur la façade arcades et 
balcons, des pièces aux pla
fonds hauts, et surmontée 
d'une terrasse ou le poète ai
mait dormir. Rimbaud dirigea 
d'abord les trieuses de café, le 
célèbre moka, à l'entresol.
Identifiée très récemment lors 
d'un colloque Rimbaud à

Aden, grâce à des documents 
et des témoignages écrits, cette 
maison en plein centre ville, 
dans le souk, assez délabrée, 
abritait la chambre de com
merce et d'industrie d'Aden. 
Chaulée à neuf, elle a été re
staurée par le gouvernement 
yéménite qui l'a mise à la dis
position de la France.
Les ministres français des 
Affaires étrangères et de la 
Culture, Roland Dumas et 
Jack Lang ont, au cours de 
leur visite officielle au Yémen, 
inauguré "la maison Rim
baud". Une plaque porte trace 
de cette inauguration ou vécut 
le poète entre 1880 et 1891.
Jack Lang a souligné que le 
gouvernement français était

"très reconnaissant" aux au
torités yéménites d'avoir per
mis que cette maison où avait 
habité Rimbaud devienne en 
cette année du centenaire de 
sa mort, "une maison du dia
logue, une maison de la poé
sie".
Cette maison, gérée par une 
association franco-yéménite, 
sera consacrée a des rencon
tres entre poètes français et 
francophones, à des activités

culturelles, à l'accueil de 
boursiers, écrivains franco
phones et à l'enseignement 
du français. Le centre cultu
rel existant à Aden y sera 
également transféré ce qui 
devrait lui assurer un public 
plus important.
L'oeuvre poétique de Rim
baud, traduite en arabe, 
commence a être étudié à 
l'Université au Yémen,, mais 
pas encore dans les écoles. 
Cependant, les écoliers 
n'ignorent pas le nom de 
Rimbaud, parce qu'il y a une 
plage Rimbaud à Aden et 
surtout, parce que le nom du 
grand poète se prononce en 
arabe comme celui du héros 
musclé... Rambo.

La maison Rimbaud, avant travaux (photo. P. Maréchaux)
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WORDS OF WISDOM
A little love, as unsatis

factory as it seems, is bet
ter than no love at all.

* * *
Don’t complain about 

the weather — what’s bad 
weather to one person 
may sound good to some
one else. * * *

The weak are greatly 
aided by the errors of 
those who believe them
selves to be strong.* * *

Experience is what we 
call our mistakes.

* * *
The dice are loaded 

when God plays the 
game. * * *

If you want to be a 
leader, you must trust 
your people enough to 
turn your back on them.* * *

Knowing only half the 
truth is worse than know
ing none of it.

WOULD YOU BELIEVE
Since 1960, more than 

300 people have been 
killed by lightning in 
Florida. That’s about 10 
percent of all the light
ning deaths in the United 
States during the past 31 
years. * * *

In 1964, the Beatles re
leased 29 singles.

* * *
North and South Caro

lina disagree over where 
Andrew Jackson was 
born. It seems that his 
mother was traveling 
along the border of the 
two states when the fam
ous president was born

A study of 44,000 men 
in England has found 
that having two drinks a 
day reduces the risk of 
having a heart attack.* * *

Silent movie star Ru
dolph Valentino was just 
31 years old when he died 
in 1926. * * *

The United Nations 
headquarters in New 
York is open to the public 
every day of the year, ex
cept for two: Christmas 
and New Year’s Day.* * *

Turtles have no teeth. * * *

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Moon in Cancer helps get you in 
touch with your emotional roots.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Your love life may 
take one step backward before it goes forward... but it 
will go forward.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Family and friends 
will mean everything to you this week. Home renova
tions may be necessary.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Finances are on your 
mind, and in order to make money, you may have to 
spend it.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Get in touch with your 
feelings again — others have influenced you too much 
lately.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Keep your high expecta
tions about yourself and your partner within reason
able bounds.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Expand friendships 
where able. Love affairs take on added interest and 
color.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Keep your public image 
polished and shiny. Super special events begin on 
Monday.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Get all the education 
you can this week. Travel is likely. Love a Cancer or 
Pisces.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) If others oppose 
you on you 11 win out in the end. An opportunity to 
move may develop.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Success in writing, 
traveling or sales. Handle long-distance 
communications.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Much joy through 
relationships and your public life. Good news about 
money.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Pleasure is uppermost 
in your thoughts. A behind-the-scenes romance re
quires tactful handling.

If You Were Born This Week
Many of the hidden inhibitions which have held you 

back during the past two years begin to lift. Renew 
yourself mentally and emotionally in February.
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THE ART OF DRAWING 
AND PAINTING IN YEMEN

The story of painting in 
Yemen goes back to so 
many years; and yet it con
tinues to struggle on the 
personal 
initiativ 
e of the 
artists 
themsel 
ves. 
Whatev 
er little 
apprecia 
tion exi
sts, it is 
through 
the for
eigners 
who re
side in 
Yemen.
A loose 
associat 
ion of 
painters 
and arti
sts does 
exist, but it is ineffective. 
The Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism has a differ
ent set of pri
orities. Even 
under such 
hard circum
stances, some 
effort does 
come 
through.
According to 
Fouad Al- 
Futaih, a 
forerunner in 
this field, 
there is today 
a minimum 
of coopera
tion. He has 
personally established a 
gallery which is used by 
new-comers to establish 
themselves in the Yemeni

scene. This week, the gal
lery welcomed the draw
ings of Rashad Ismail. The 
official opening of the ten-

day exhibition was at 
18:00 on Saturday, No
vember 2nd. The exhibi

tion is a collection of about 
thirty drawings done since 
1984. "I draw on my own 
background, my education

and specialized training, 
and my world-wide ap
proach and orientation 
when I do my drawings,"

Rashad told the Yemen 
Times. "For example, take 
this picture. It is am em
bodiment of the Yemeni 
soul, strengthened by a uni
versal set of values and 
norms," he added. Rashad, 
a Yemeni educated in 
Egypt
The art of drawing and 
painting is not yet fully ap
preciated, not even by the 
educated and cultured Ye
menis. Yemenis enjoy poe
try more that the visible 
arts. Probably this is a leg
acy of the early Islamic pu
ritanism which frowned at 
many forms of arts which 
created a personification of 
man or "god", especially in 
the form of sculpture. The 
reason was, of course, peo
ple tended to worship their 

own creations of wood
en, stone or other stat
ues. Therefore, more 
support for the artists 
comes from the interna
tional community in 
Yemen.
We spoke to Mr. Fouad 
Al-Futaih, how he sees 
the evolution of arts, in 
general, and painting 
and drawing, in partic
ular, in Yemen. He 
was optimistic, in spite 
of the major difficulties. 
"We are going to envi
gorate this sector 
through at least one an
nual exhibition of all 
artists, and several ex
hibitions of single 
painters and artists," he 
said. The Yemen 
Times takes this occa
sion to call on the pri
vate sector to sponsor 
some of these exhibi
tions and serve as pat
rons of our artists.

RASHAD EXPLAINING HIS ART

FOUAD AL-FUTAIH, 
Yemen's leading artist

ONE OF THE MASTERPIECES 
OF ABDUL-GABBAR NUMAN

THE STORY OF 
A HOSTAGE IN SANAA

Two armed Yemeni citi
zens went to the airport and 
with the collaboration of 
the airport security took 
away a passenger, Mr. 
Tony Farajallah, while he 
was about to board the 
plane.
The story started when a 
Yemeni individual, whose 
name shall remain anony
mous, bought a life insu
rance policy valued at US 
$250,000 from American 
Life Insurance Company. 
Within a short time, a claim 
was filed along with docu
ments indicating the man 
was dead. The company, 
suspicious of the whole 
thing, asked its man in 
Sharjah, Mr. Tony Farajal
lah, a Lebanese, to fly into 
Yemen and verify. He 
found the papers were 
forged although he could 
not find the man who, he 
learnt was well alive and 
kicking. He was about to 
leave Yemen on Thursday 
October 31st. The airport 
security police detained 
him saying they had in
structions from the Sanaa 
Prosecution office, and 
they handed him over to 
two civilians, who were 
discovered later to be the 
guys who filed the claim. 
He was escorted and kept 
hostage at the Jawwal Ho
tel on Taiz road, "until pay
ment was made". All the 
time, they played with their 
pistols which they from 
time to time directed to the 
poor fellow.
The papers regarding his 
findings on the case were 
taken away. The Yemen 
Times people who stum
bled across this problem, 
alerted many parties, and 
set shop to follow the way 
things were unfolding. We 
talked to Mr. Farajallah to 
determine his whereabouts.

At this point, the Lebanese 
Ambassador, Dr. Abdul- 
Latif Mamlouk, intervened. 
Yemen Times learnt the 
ambassador had communi
cated his concerns to many 
senior Yemeni officials as 
well as the kidnappers. He 
accompanied Mr. Farajallah 
to the Prosecution Office. 
The Prosecution Deputy, 
Mr. Yahia Mahmood Al- 
Rammah, apologized to the 
ambassador that he was 
misled and that he did not 
know that there was another 
version to the story he had 
been told. This is a bad ex
cuse. He let Mr. Farajallah 
go, who immediately flew 
out to the United Arab Emi
rates through Cairo. 

Yemen Times feels the 
whole thing is very unfortu
nate and amounts to misuse 
of authority by the various 
parties. A lawyer told the 
Yemen Times that the pros
ecution office's decision to 
detain the man, was ill- 
advised. At the same time, 
the airport security people's 
action in handing over a 
foreigner to his foes was 
very strange. In addition, 
pointing pistols and guns at 
civilians is hardly the 
means to uphold the law. 
The way those civilians 
were able to use official 
government entities to al
most achieve their goals is 
very unfortunate. It is espe
cially painful that it is all 
done to achieve illegal and 
immoral gains.
The Yemen Times called 
Mr. Farajallah in Sharjah. 
He said, "I will never forget 
the role of Yemen Times in 
achieving my freedom. He 
also mentioned that ALICO 
was planning to start busi
ness in Yemen. This inci
dent will definitely affect 
their decision on this mat
ter," he added.
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SET MY PEOPLE FREE!" 
The Roles are reversed.

The Palestinian people put their case 
for an independent state to the world 
for the first time last week, and made 
an impassioned plea to Israel to "set 
them free”. Haidar Abdel-Shafi, head 
of the Palestinian delegation, looked 
directly at the stony-faced Israel 
Prime Minister across the conference 
table and declared: ”We come to you 
from a tortured land and a proud, 
though captive, people, having been 
asked to negotiate with our occupiers. 
Set them free.”
Mr. Abdel-Shafi told the first stage of 
the Middle East peace conference in 
Madrid: "Our homeland has never 
ceased to exist in our minds and 
hearts, but it has to exist as a state on 
all the territories occupied by Israel in 
the war of 1967, with Jerusalem as its 
capital."
Yitzhak Shamir, who had appealed 
for recongnition of Israel's right to 
exist, appeared increasingly irritated 
as the Arab delegatons demanded that 
he surrender the land occupied since 
1967. But while the mood in the royal 
Oriente Palace was sharply confron
tational after the carefully crafted 
calls for peace by Presidents Bush 
and Gorbachev on last Wednesday, 
observers regarded it as an achieve
ment that the conference continued 
through the second phase without any 
party walking out.
Besides the fundamental differences, 
Israel initiated a new dispute by pro

posing to transfer the location of the 
bilateral talks. Eventually, US Secre
tary of State was able to persuade Mr. 
Shamir to agree to continue the talks 
in Madrid. Israel had proposed to 
hold the talks in the Middle East, 
while the Arab countries, which have 
resisted going to Israel because it 
would amount to recognition of the 
Jewish state, insist they should be on 
neutral ground.
In his address, Mr. Shamir urged the 
Arabs to drop their resistance. "We 
invite our partners to this process to 
come to Israel," he said. "On our part, 
we are ready to go to Jordan, to Leba
non and to Syria. There is no better 
way to make peace than to talk in 
each other's homes." But Hanan Ash- 
rawi, the Palestinian spokeswoman 
insisted: "There can be no negotia
tions in Israel as long as they occupy 
Arab land. We need a neutral and free 
place," she explained.
It is at the bilateral talks that the real 
peace negotiations began, although 
the first sessions were mere procedu
ral and nothing substantive was dis
cussed. So far, the delegations have 
simply expressed long-held positions. 
Mr. Abdel-Shafi said Palestinians 
were willing to live side by side with 
Israelis on the land, but he insisted: 
"The settlements must stop now. 
Peace cannot be waged while Pales
tinian land is confiscated in myriad 
ways and the status of the occupied 

territories is being decided every day 
by Israeli bulldozers and barbed 
wire." Mr. Abdel-Shafi's address was 
drawn up in close consultation with 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation, 
which is officially barred from the 

conference, and it ended with a quote 
from Yassir Arafat's appeal to the 
United Nations in 1974 : "Let not the 
olive branch fall from my hands." 
For Syria, the foreign minister Fa
rouk Al-Sharaa insisted: "Every inch, 
of Arab land occupied by the Israelis 
by war and force - the Golan, the 
West Bank, Jerusalem - must be re
turned in their entirety to their legiti
mate owners.
"It is no exaggeration to state that the 
continuing intransigent Israeli posi
tion, which is bereft of any justifica
tion, is the one that places the world 
on the brink of incalculable dangers 
and prevents the region from enjoy
ing peace," he said, adding: "Israel 
follows a futile and obsolete ideology 
based on expansion, the building of 
settlements and the uprooting of 
Arabs from land in which they had 
lived for centuries in order to replace 
them with new immigrants who have 
never lived in the region."
Mr. Abdul-Salaam Al-Majali, the 
head of the Jordanian delegation ex
pressed satisfaction with the level of 
inter-Arab coordination in the peace 
talks, especially in the bilateral talks. 
Early in the conference, accusations 
flew and delegates from each side 
expressed disappointment at the con
frontational nature of the addresses. 
Mrs Ashwari, a Palestinian spokes
woman, said Mr. Shamir had tried to 
negate the history of the Palestinians. 
"The tone of the speech reflected ex
actly what is happening in the Occu
pied Territories," she said." Domina
tion, racism and a patronising 
attitude." At the end of the six-day 
proceedings, however, the mood im
proved dramatically.
Jordanian Prime Minister Taher Al- 
Masri, said that the Arab side has 
come out of the six-day talks suc
cessfully. "We have exposed Israel's 
intransigence, and we have proved 
that the Arab side is seriously inter
ested in peace," he said.
In Washington, President Bush ex
pressed satisfaction with the progress 
of the peace talks, and stated that 
they opened a new chance for peace 
in the region. He also said that he 
was gratified with the balanced ap
proach of all parties.
Yet, Prime Minister Shamir, once in 
Israel, declared that he will not stop 
building new settlements on occu
pied Arab land. This is taken as a 
signal of the Israeli obstinate position 
which has characterized its policy in 
the past In response, President Bush 
has urged all parties to be practical 
and realistic.
The Arab side is now waiting for the 
next American move to determine 
the location of the new site for the 
talks. Israel has abandoned its de
mand that they be held in the region. 
The next phase of negotiations, 
which are expected to take three to 
four weeks, and they are expected to 
start soon. In the meanwhile, the is
sues are being classified into substan
tive and procedural, so that all the 
parties will agree on the procedures 
and then proceed to the substance.

Nightingale:
’’Yemen is one of 
the countries that 

suffered most from 
the Gulf Crisis.’’

The Gulf Crisis has led to tremen
dous suffering in the region and in
ternationally. Within the region, 
Michael A. Nightingale, the World 
Bank's Senior Agricultural Econo
mist- EMENA III 
- and the Co
ordinator of 
the Emer
gency 
Project 
addres
sing the 
needs of 
the re
turnees, 
says, 
"We be
lieve that 
Yemen is 
one of the 
countries that suf
fered most from the Gulf Crisis." 
According to Mr. Nightingale, the 
direct social cost to Yemen was 
US$245 million, and the direct eco
nomic costs in terms of lost reve
nues is about US$2 billion.
The government of Yemen, in col
laboration with several internation
al organizations and friendly coun
tries, has put together packages that 
amount to nealry US$150 million 
to address the new needs due to the 
returnees. Of this, the World Bank 
oversees a project worth US$59.5 
million, while the balance is in the 
form of bilateral assistance to 
Yemen.
With respect to the projects envis
aged within the US$59.5 million 
package, Mr. Nightingale told the 
Yemen Times that the investments 
include 250,000 serviced sites in 
Hodeidah (land on which houses 
could be built), substantial addi
tions in classrooms, labor-intensive 
road projects, specially feeder 
roads, and major agricultural sup
port services. Implementation is al
ready underway, he said.
With respect to the upcoming agri
cultural projects, the World Bank 
official disclosed that discussions 
are being finalized regarding the 
"Land and Water Conservation Pro
ject" which is expected to be the 
key project in the agriculture sec
tor's strategy for the remainder of 
this century. This project will ad
dress issues related to forestry and 
the environmental concerns of 
Yemen. Additional possibilities in
clude the 4th Fishery Project in 
Aden and the 2nd Fishery Project 
in Hodeidah. Further more, talks 
on cooperation in the field of live
stock are underway.
The World Bank official sounded 
upbeat about the effectiveness of 
the Yemeni side in implementation 
of the agreed-upon development 
projects.

IN SOMALIA, 
GUNS RULE

Outside Somalia's derelict 
Parliament, gunmen beat 
up a youth man crouching 
on the pavement, his 
hands raised in a futile 
attempt to protect himself. 
"In Somalia, the man with 
the gun rules, not the poli
ticians," said Hussein, a 
bodyguard armed with an 
AK-47 rifle.
In Forlanini Mental Hos
pital, inmates hobbled by 
ankle chains began wail
ing as the clatter of gun
fire in surrounding streets 
heralded another clash be
tween armed gangs. 
Youths raced about the 
streets in jeeps mounted 
with heavy machine-guns 
and mortars, looking for 
trouble. Barricades built 
of rubble and gutted cars 
were manned by clan mili
tias high on qat (a shrub 
chewed by most young 
people). Nine months ago, 
guerilla forces ousted dic
tator Mohamed Siad Barre 
from the capital. An al
most total collapse of law 
and order followed as ri
val ethnic factions turned 
to savage clan warfare.
In line with the resolutions 
of peace talks held be
tween factions in Djibouti 
in July, a Cabinet of 84 
Ministers and assistant 
Ministers representing all 
ethnic groups - has been 
announced under Interim 
President Ali Mahdi Mo
hamed.
But political leaders are 
worried about a new flare- 
up between Ali Mahdi's 
faction and forces of his 
military Chief of Staff, 
General Mohamed Farah 
Aideed. Both men belong 
to different sub-clans of 
the Hawiye-based United 
Somali Congress, which 
has controlled Mogadishu 
since Siad Barre fled.
Hundreds of people died 
in four days of street fight
ing last month. The fight
ing continues unabated as 
tribal groupings consoli
date their enclaves and vie 
for power.
Most of the civilians resi
dents of the cities, special
ly the capital Mogadishu, 
have fled. The in-fighting 
among the USC is be
lieved to be giving a 
chance to the ousted Siad 
Barre to come back.
In the meanwhile, most of 
the foreigners have left 
Somalia. Even immi
grants who had become 
part of the Somali society, 
like the Yemenis have fled 
the country in view of the 
savage destruction.
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THE WAR OF THE WIDOWS 
IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Philippines is buzzing 
with talk of a new coup, 
murder plots and black
mail. Rumour merchants 
worked overtime last week 
on the return from exile on 
November 4th, of former 
First Lady Imelda Marcos. 
"This town is really going 
bonkers", said political 
commentator Teodoro Be
ningno, President Corazon 
Aquino's former spokes
man.
Like thunderbolts accom
panying the arrival of the 
wicked witch of the west, a 
series of slurs, innuendos 
and allegations of political 
skulduggery have gripped 
the attention of Manila's 
fantasy prone media and 
politicians.
Some suggest it heralds a 
"war of the widows" - a 
battle for the presidency in 
next May's elections be
tween Mrs. Marcos, wife 
of the late dictator Ferdi
nand Marcos, and Aquino, 
the widow who ousted 
them in a popular revolt 
five years ago.
Others say they would 
fight by proxy, in a battle 
between the Marcos and 
Aquino families. By one 
count, Aquino has denied 
90 times she will run for a 
second term, saying she is 
content to have restored 
democracy to the country's 
62 million people after 20 
years of authoritarian rule. 
But statements by her sen
ior aides and close relatives 
have kept alive the idea 
that she could change her 
mind.
Imelda Marcos says she is 
returning home to the Phi
lippines to be "the mother 
of the nation" and sees the 
prospect of standing trial 
here on tax evasion and 
corruption charges as a 
chance to clear her name. 
She says she has no politi
cal agenda, but few believe 
she will resist the tempta
tion to become involved in 
the maneuvering ahead of 
next May's elections, 
which will also select new 
members of the Senate and 
Congress.
Despite the freezing of her 
Swiss bank accounts, poli
ticians believe Mrs Marcos 
still has access to millions 
of dollars that could be 
used to fund an election 
campaign.
The first casualty of the 
war appears to be Philip
pine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus, who has 
become embroiled in accu
sations by an American 
mercenary that he plotted 

to kill opponents of 
Aquino and made an initial 
downpayment.
Manglapus has acknow
ledged meeting the mer
cenary, but denies plotting 
to kill anybody and says a 
tape of his alleged conver
sation was either doctored 
or fabricated.
Aquino opponent Jose Luis 
Alcuaz, who was sacked as 
her national telecommuni
cations commissioner in 
1989, told a Senate inquiry 
this week he leaked the 
tape of Manglapus's al
leged plot to block any 
attempt by Aquino to run 
for re-election.
He said he had further in
formation which he would 
disclosed later.
"I am now engaged in po
litical blackmail....so this 
will be an expose in instal
ments," Alcuaz admitted to 
the Senate Defense Com
mittee inquiry.
Alcuaz, who gained credi
bility by successfully pre
dicting the last coup atte
mpt against Aquino in 
December 1989, has said 
there will be a fresh coup if 
Aquino stands for re
election.
Aquino has survived six 
coup attempts by right
wing army rebels, but 
Alcuaz said in remarks 
splashed on Manila front 
pages that the next one 
would be launched by a 
united military disenchant
ed with the government.
Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Lisandro 
Aradia raised eyebrows 
during a meeting on last 
week with Philippine 
newspaper publishers by 
speaking of a possible 
post-election scenario in 
which the military would 
intervene.
He said this could happen 
if there was no clear win
ner, when "all things fail.... 
there is chaos everywhere, 
there is anarchy".
While politicians are fo
cused on the drama of 
murder plots and the return 
of Mrs. Marcos, the coun
try's economy is deteriorat
ing and street crime is on 
the rise.
A "war of the widows" 
would be sure to rivet 
world attention, says oppo
sition politician Blas Ople. 
But he said it would per
petuate the "poisoned 
framework of Marcos- 
Aquino politics" that was 
keeping the Philippines an 
economic laggard. "It will 
further aggravate the civil 
war in the south."

CHINA-USA RIFT
OVER TRADE

China and the United 
States remain far apart on 
trade disputes after four 
days of talks that some
times resembled a "maze" 
Washington's negotiator 
said last Friday. Washing
ton is urgently concerned 
about the protection of pat
ents and copyrights and 
has warned China it will 
face retaliation if it does 
not meet U.S. demands by 
november 26th.
"The issues that remain 
outstanding are of vital ec
onomic interest to the 
United States," assistant 
U.S. trade representative 
Joseph Massey told report
ers. Of the outstanding is
sues, he stated that they 
understood the fact that 
this is an acute issue now. 
and that we are coming up 
against an urgent deadline. 
China's negotiators accept
ed an invitation to go to 
Washington this month for 
more talks on the dispute. 
The United States demands 
that China change its new 
copy-right law to protect 
chemical and pharmaceuti
cal products.
Masey said trade groups 
had estimated that U.S. ex
porters suffered more than 
400 million dollars in dam
age to intellectual property 
rights each year.
He described the negotia
tions as frank and friendly 
but said they often seemed 
like a "maze".
"We keep going down the 
same paths. We can't seem 
to find an exit... If we don't 
get there by the 26th of 
November we will go our 
separate ways," he said.
The talks, the fifth on intel
lectual property, were the 
first in a U.S. investigation 
of China's market, which 

Washington says is closed 
any way to its products. 
The United States has set 
October next year as a 
deadline to resolve the is
sue of closed markets.
Washington could impose 
tariffs on imports of Chi
nese goods if the deadlines 
on the two disputed issues 
pass without resolution.
China has offered to re
move within six months a 
special import tax imposed 
on top of duties and to re
duce tarriffs on 56 prod
ucts, and in some cases sig
nificantly.
Beijing will also start pub
lishing the vast number of 
secret regulations often 
sprung on businessmen at 
the last minute.
Massey said these were 
steps in the right direction. 
But asked if they were 
enough to satisfy Washing
ton, he said "No".
China's profitable trade 
with the United States is a 
source of growing anger 
there. Washington says 
China exported 5.9 billion 
dollars more to the United 
States than it imported in 
the first seven months of 
1991, a jump of 13.5 per
cent in its surplus from the 
same period a year ago.
China had a surplus of 
more than 10 billion dollars 
with the United States for 
all of 1990, Washington 
says. China disputes the 
data, saying it buys more 
from the United States than 
it sells.
Many U.S. legislators, in 
protest at Beijing's human 
rights record, want to can
cel or put restrictions on 
China's most favored nation 
trading status, which gives 
its exports the lowest possi
ble tariffs in the U.S.

JAPAN DOUBLES NUCLEAR PLANTS

The Japanese government plans to exert more effort to 
swing a reluctant public behind its very ambitious nuclear 
power program.
"Accidents, failures, and troubles cause feelings of un
easiness among the public. Therefore, efforts must be 
made to enhance the understanding and cooperation of 
the public," Hideaki Tsuzuku of the government's Science 
and Technology Agency told reporters.
Japan plans to nearly double the number of its nuclear 
power plants from the present 41 to 78, by 2010. Nuclear 
energy already accounts for 26.6% of Japan's total energy 
output, against a global average of 16%. Japan plans to 
increase this percentage to 43%.
However, officials acknowledge this will be difficult to 
achieve. Since the government launched the massive ex
pansion program last year, Japan has seen its worst nucle
ar accident and the completion of only one new reactor. 
Although the radiation leak at Mihama on the west coast 
did not exceed permissible levels, it was the first time that 
a Japanese nuclear plant has had to activate its emergency 
cooling system. "We face trying circumstances," Tsuzuku 
said. "The Mihama accident shook public confidence".

DELHI HOSTS 
ENVIRONMENT 
CONFERENCE

An international conference 
on the environment and de
velopment, focusing on 
South Asia and China will 
be held here on 11 and 12 
December as a precursor to 
the much larger "Earth 
Summit" to be held in Rio 
de Janeiro during June 1- 
12, 1992.
The conference, being or
ganised by the United Na
tions Development Pro
gram (UNDP) and the 
Indian Confederation of 
Engineering Industry (CEI) 
will be inaugurated by 
Prime Minister P V Nara
simha Rao in the presence 
of Secretary General of 
United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Devel
opment (UNCED) Maurice 
Strong.
"The conference will dis
cuss and formulate the 
South Asian and Chinese 
industry perspective on 
sustainable development," 
UNCED Deputy Secretary- 
General Dr. Nitin Desai, 
announced here on last 
week. The Business Coun
cil for Sustainable Devel
opment (BCSD) - a body of 
48 business and industry 
leaders around the world is 
also associated with the 
conference.
Dr. Desai said the confer
ence agenda included dis
cussions on technology 
cooperation to support the 
transfer and use of environ
mentally-sustainable tech
nologies, sustainable devel
opment with macro-level 
implications for the popula
tion, resource management 
and industry-government 
cooperation.
The main goal of the con
ference would be to prepare 
the ground to forcefully 
voice the concerns of de
veloping countries at the 
Earth Summit.
Dr. Desai said the confer
ence would be attended by 
eminent personalities in
cluding ministerial level in
vities from South Asia and 
China, business leaders and 
chief executive officers of 
multinational corporations. 
Policy makers and business 
leaders from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and China would 
also attend, he said.
About the "Earth Summit," 
Dr. Desai said the main 
goal of negotiation would 
be to come out with a poli
cy framework on climate 
and another on bio-matters. 
These issues are being ne
gotiated with various coun
tries outside the UNCED 
ambit also, he added.
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Roland Dumas:

"I will be Yemen's Advocate to 
the European Community."

In an exclusive interview 
with the Yemen Times, 
French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas expressed 
his country’s full support

for the Republic of Yemen, 
and promised to serve as 
Yemen's advocate to the 
European community, and 
the world at large. Dumas 
who was on a two-day offi
cial visit, described the pur
pose of his visit as a clear 
signal on France's part to 
consolidate an already 
strong relationship with the 
Republic of Yemen. "The 
meetings and talks I have 
had with many Yemeni 
officials including President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and 
Foreign Minister Abdul- 
Karim Al-Iryani, indicate 
the depth of understanding 
between our two govern
ments," he said. He went on 
to explain that the horizons 
for cooperation and coordi
nation between the two 
countries are immense and 
they cover many fields in 
which we plan to achieve 
progress for the mutual 
benefit.
Asked about what France 
could do to alleviate the ec-

onomic and financial prob
lems that Yemen faces at 
the moment, the French 
Foreign Minister disclosed 
that his country was mak

ing a 
substan 
tial 
contrib 
ution 
of 
wheat 
and 
flour. 
He in
dicated 
that 
France 
is con
cluding 
agree

ment to provide Yemen 
with a US$30 million cred
it line on soft terms. "We

are willing to look into any 
request presented by the 
Yemeni authorities, as we

have taken a decision to as
sist in whatever way we 
can," he said. He contin
ued to indicate that 
France’s involvement with 
Yemen is not limited in 
helping over the short and 
medium terms, but also to 
contribute to the overall 
development of the country 
in the long term. "I have 
met today with the persons 
in charge of the many Fre
nch companies working in 
Yemen, and I have urged 
them to make substantive 
contributions to the welfare 
of Yemen and to lay down 
a solid foundation for 
cooperation between the 
two countries," he added. 
He pointed out to the visi
ble presence of France in 
the various Yemeni sec-

tors, notably communica
tions, oil, television, fish
ing, etc. "Our cooperation 
shall extend beyond the ec-

onomic level to the cultu
ral level," he re-affirmed. 
That is why we plan to 
create the forum for cultu
ral exchange as well as for 
artistic cooperation.
Responding to a question 
on the democratic experi
ment of Yemen, the Mini
ster expressed appreciation 
for the bold steps taken in 
this regard. "We fully sup-

port Yemen's drive to es
tablish a democratic sys
tem based on a multi-party 
political system," he told

the Yemen Times. "This 
policy will only bring more 
benefits and respect for 
Yemen," he concluded.
In his two-day whirl-wind 
visit, Mr. Dumas has re
iterated constantly France's 
support for the peace pro
cess in Madrid. He indi
cated his country's com
mitment to U.N. 
Resolutions 224 and 338. 
"We will work towards a 
just and lasting resolution 
of the Middle East prob
lem, and that includes the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people," he said.
Finally, the Minister, in a 
press conference prior to 
his departure from Yemen, 
expressed full satisfaction 
with his visit and the re
sults thereof. "I have made 
a decision to come back," 
he told reporters.
It will be noted that French 
Foreign Minister Dumas 
and Yemeni Foreign Mini
ster Al-Iryani signed at the 
end of their talks in 
Sanaa, a technical, cultural 
and economic agreement 
which will regulate coop
eration between the two 
countries. The agreement 
is expected to open new 
horizons for cooperation, 
according to a Foreign 
Ministry source.

DJIBOUTI’S PRIME MINISTER 
ARRIVES IN SANAA

Mr. Barkhat G. Hamdo, Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Djibouti, arrived on Monday afternoon, November 4th 
on an official visit to Yemen. During his visit, he has 
delivered a letter to President Ali Abdullah Saleh from 
President Hassan Guled, and conducted talks on the dan
gerous and volatile situation in the Hom of Africa.


