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OUR VIEWPOINT

Economocracy

We in Yemen are gradually putting in place 
the foundations for democracy. Yet, we only 
see the political aspects of this process - such 
as pluralism, freedom of the press, and human 
rights. The economic or development aspects 
of the process are forgotten or attended to 
only in passing. Most parties have concrete 
political proposals, but lack a clear economic 
development platform.
We need to combine economic development 
and democracy as the basis for our new sys
tem. Unifying the two aspects of the system 
(economocracy) can lead to a balanced 
progress. After all there is little meaning in 
political development if a major portion of the 
population is hungry. In the same way, 
people cannot live by bread (economic pros
perity) alone. Democratic values and practices 
are necessary to life.
Therefore, stressing just one aspect of the 
process, as is the case in today's Yemen, will 

not achieve the full life we aspire. That is why 
I am surprised that our political parties have 
not initiated a crusade in favor of the forty 
percent of the Yemenis who already live below 
the poverty line. These include the street
children, the returnees, the unemployed, the 
ostracized members of society (whether for 
social, medical or other reasons), the handi
capped, etc.
At a time when political parties seek to expand 
their base of members and sympathizers, it 
would be politically fortuitous to tap this seg
ment of society.
Help them, and they will help you!

The Publisher

Interior Minister: 
Our forces have 
apprehended 
83.3% of cases.

Colonel Ghalib Mutahhar 
Al-Qamish, Minister of In
terior and Security, told the 
Yemen Times that the 
country’s new (unified) 
passports are already avail
able for distribution to the 
citizens. . "Before Decem
ber is out, people will have 
received their new pass
ports," he said.

The Minister also disclosed 
that the new citizenship 
identity cards are being 
completed and that they 
will be available by late 
March, 1992.
At another level, the Mini
ster disclosed that of 6236 
crimes reported during the 
first half of 1991, police 
forces have been able to 
track and apprehend the of
fenders of 5197 cases, all 
of whom have been trans
ferred to the judicial au
thorities.
_____ Read details on p. 6

EC Makes History at

MAASTRICHT
Arguably the most ambitious project in Europe's evolu
tion reaches a crossroads next week in the old Dutch city 
of Maastricht.
Evidently, the European Community summit on political 
and monetary union will not produce an instant united 
states of Europe. But what the EC is doing is so crucial 
that the long-term stakes are inhevitably high.
The 12 heads of state and government are trying to bridge 
huge differences. Britain, perhaps the most sovereignty
conscious of the 12 states, might condemn itself to future 
isolation if it splits courses with the Continent.
But the summit does seem to have struck a deal, which 
could set the 34-year-old community on course to become 
one day the European union, with a single currency run 
by an EC central bank, one voice in foreign affairs and 
one army.
Unlike the sprawling empires Napoleon and Hitler set out 
to build, this union would rest on the willingness of dem
ocratic nations and peoples to give up sovereignty in a 
broad range of fields for the sake of common strength.
It would embrace at least nine different languages and 
many cultures. It would bring together not pioneers in an 
unknown continent, but people long prone to wage mur
derous wars against each other.
The Maastricht summit of Monday and Tuesday did move 
towards the EC vision, or at least clearly chart the way 
forward, and politicians are already predicting that EC 
unity and wealth will beckon a dozen or more other Euro
pean states to join in.
It would then wield enormous economic and political 
power, vying with the lure of a barrier-free single market 
after 1992 no longer enough to ensure unity.
"If we don't go forward, we will slide back," says Bel
gium’s ambassador to the EC, Philippe de Schoutheete. 
The this worst-case scenario, the community would slowly 
wilt. German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who champions a 
united states of Europe, said last month that failure at 
Maastricht would set the EC back by a generation.

Continues on page 8
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Teacher

I would like to comment on the studies of the 
Central Statistical Organization which were pub
lished, in summary form, on October 16,1991 in 
the Yemen Times, issue no. 33, entitled, 
"Statistics for 1990 Bode Omens for Economy".
Yemen is among the developing countries whose 
birth rate is very high. It is indicated that about 
52.5% of the population now are children aged 
under 14 years. That shows clearly that after A 
few years, school capacity must be doubled or 
tripled.
There many reasons which there is a high popu
lation growth in Yemen, but the major one is due 
to illiteracy, specially in the countryside. As the 
report says at least 78.6% of the population live 
in rural areas. Some people believe in having 
many babies as an insurance against old age and 
so that if a few die, there will still be others who 
will live on. Of course, in the meanwhile, the 
children will die for the lack of good care. There 
is the other fallacy of many children as security 
against their old age. But there is an inconsisten
cy in this logic. Having too many children means 
there will be a problem in giving them proper ed
ucation, which in turn leads to these children’s in
ability to earn well and therefore to support their 
parents.
In such cases, children are the real losers and not 
the parents. It is fortunate that the Government of 
Yemen is look into this matter openly and direct
ly, to make people understand the disadvantages 
of having too many children. From my view 
point, a better education on birth control through
out the country is the only solution now.

LOCAL BRIEFS, LOCAL BRIEFS, LOCAL BRIEFS,
UNESCO CONFERENCE NEW 

ON SANAA
To mark the 10th anniversary of the lau
nching of the UNESCO Project to Safe
guard the Old City of Sanaa, 'the Interna
tional Symposium on the Integrated 
Urban Policy for the Conservation of the 
Old City of Sanaa’ will be held in Sanaa 
during 14-19 December, 1991. Giancarlo 
Barbato, an Italian architect who is as
sisting in the organization of the sympo
sium arrived here yesterday, Tuesday, 
December 10th. Sixteen senior experts on 
old Sanaa from France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Poland, the USA, Pakistan, Egypt, and 
Jordan are flying into Sanaa next week. 
UNESCO’s Mounir Bouchnaki is expect
ed to brief the symposium on what has 
been done during the first decade of the 
project. It is sad that only two main 
achievements stand out for the last decade 
(the samsarah and the pavement of the 
roads) while seven projects are still on the 
shelves. These include repairs of the pal
aces, the walls, the samsarahs, etc.
During the symposium, Italian artist Pau
la Crociani will organize an exhibition of 
pictures of Sanaa, while another Italian, 
Laureano, will officially present the Bir 
Al-Azab Restoration Project.

FRENCH MOVIES 
ON YEMENI TV

Starting from this week, Yemeni Tele
vision Channel 2 will air a French movie 
(subtitled in Arabic) every Saturday at 
10:00pm. This is part of the collaboration 
that had started earlier this year. Yemen 
Times learnt that additional programs, 
specially documentaries and French lan
guage programs, will be aired starting 
from January 1992.

NEW GERMAN AID
TO YEMEN

The Republic of Yemen and the Federal 
Republic of German signed two agree
ments according to which a new German 
aid of DM50 million has been granted. The 
financial and technical aid package will fi
nance numerous projects in transportation, 
secondary cities, Sanaa and Aden airports 
development, electric maintenance and ex
pansion, and telecommunication networks. 
These agreements come following a visit 
by a German mission to Yemen. The team 
leader of the mission, Dr. Winfried Fuchs, 
reaffirmed continued German support for 
the Republic of Yemen.
It will be noted that Yemen and Germany 
enjoy a very close level of understanding 
and cooperation.

VICE PRESIDENT AL-BEEDH 
IN DAKAR

Mr. Ali Salem Al-Beedh, Vice Chairman 
of the Presidential Council, left Sanaa on 
Sunday December 8th, at the head of a 
Yemeni delegation to the Dakar Sixth 
Islamic Summit. It is hoped that the Dakar 
summit will expedite the healing process 
of the inter-Arab rifts that resulted from the 
Gulf crisis.

UNICEF FIVE-YEAR 
STRATEGY

UNICEF and Yemeni officials starting 
meetings yesterday (Tuesday, December 
9th) in Sanaa to discuss the new plans for 
the years 1993-7. UNICEF has allocated 
US$25 million to finance projects related 
to children in Yemen in those years. UNI
CEF's previous programs have made a real 
dent in the dismal conditions of Yemeni 
children.
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Ambassador Yahia Rabah:

"We can't trust American impartiality!"
The Intifadha (Uprising) 
of the Palestinian people 
has just turned five years 
old on Monday, Decem
ber 9th. If the Intifadha 
were in the West, Holly
wood would have inun
dated the world with 
movies about the courage 
of unarmed civilians 
against the oppression of 
a ruthless army.
The Palestinian people 
will celebrate their na
tional day in about two 
weeks - on January 1st. If 
the Palestinians had been 
a non-Arab, non-Muslim 
people, their sufferings 
would have heralded the 
front-pages of all news
papers and magazines 
forever.
Yemen Times went to 
H.E. Mr. Yahia Rabah, 
the Palestinian ambassa
dor in Sanaa, to get his 
evaluation of this strug
gle. The main question 
we put was whether the 
world civilization has 
evolved to the extent that 
peoples - whatever their 
color or religion or socio
culture, can expect a cer
tain modicum of justice 
and fair treatment. Or is 
the whole thing a fallacy 
that presents' the Cru
sades in a new cloak? 
Mr. Rabah was born in a 
small village half-way 
between Ghaza and Yaf
fa. He was expelled from 
Palestine during the Is
raeli on-slaught in 1948. 
We found Mr. Rabah a 
very cultured man in 
spite of his basketball 
physique. He is a man 
who reads a few hundred 
pages every day. He is a 
man who knows about 
Yemen and the region 
more than a lot of people 
we have met.
Excerpts of the interview 
follow:

Q: Where do we stand to
day on the Palestinian 
problem - modern histo
ry's longest standing 
problem?
A: Over the last few days, 
we have witnessed the pet
ty squabbling over mean
ingless points. The Israeli 
side seems very eager to 
complicate matters by in
sisting on this or that issue. 
To me this reflects a dan
gerous development. It 
shows the Israeli side is 
unable to rise-up to the oc
casion and beyond the pet
ty matters. It also proves 
the Americans are unable 
or unwilling to put the ne
cessary pressure on them 
to sort of grow-up. In ad

dition, there are numerous 
incidents that bode omens 
to the peace process. The 
Israeli have embarked on a 
relentless and ruthless 
bombardment of the Pales
tinian and Lebanese villag
es and camps in south Leb
anon. The Israeli have 
masterminded the looting 
of the court in Jerusalem 
and confiscated all the 
deeds and documents. The 
Israeli are pushing hard on 
building colonies or settle
ments. The Israelis are 
more ruthless than ever in 
their treatment of the civil
ian Palestinians in the oc
cupied territories. The Is
raelis are up-grading their 
nuclear and chemical war 
machines at a time when 
the world is disarming Iraq 
of the same arms. Israel 
has refused to come to the 
negotiation table on De
cember 4th as arranged by 
the USA and the USSR.
All these developments 
bode omens of bad times to 
come, and I think we are 
sliding towards a danger
ous path.

Q: Are you confident of 
the impartiality of the US 
administration. I mean is 
the US a neutral arbiter 
to the conflict?
A: Of course not. I think 
the US can never be neutral 
or impartial on this issue. 
What we hope to achieve is 
make it less biased by 
proving to it and the world 
that the Israel it is support
ing really has an ugly face. 
As a Palestinian, I don't 
ever think of the US as an 
impartial or neutral party. 
The Arabs, including the 
Palestinians, who went to 
Washington did so because 
they want to show the 
world they want peace. It 
is not the Arabs who refuse 
peace. We are serious 
about peace.

Q: Assuming the peace 
talks don’t proceed well. 
What is the alternative?
A: The alternative is within 
the Arabs themselves. 
Some Arabs think of the Pa
lestinian problem as some
thing distinct from them. 
Israel's ambitions do not 
cover just Palestine, but a 
lot more. Let me give you 
an example. If, as many Zi
onist organizations plan, 
some three million more 
Jews emigrate to Israel, you 
think they will stay put. 
They will have to expand, if 
at least to look for water 
and space to live on. So, all 
the Arabs are party to this 
struggle in a direct way.
The Arabs must treat the 
Palestinian issue as a lit
mus test for their relations 
with others. In addition, we 
must immediately work to 
bridge the inter-Arab differ
ences out of the needs for 
survival. As you can see, 
no Arab country can inde
pendently address even its 
own affairs by itself. A 
pan-Arab approach is not a 
luxury, it is a must for our 
survival.
I think if the Israelis block 
any real progress to peace 
and if the Americans can't 
deliver, the Arab frustra
tions may engulf the region 
with a wave of violence. 
Also American credibility 
in managing the new world 
order will be seriously dam
aged.

Q: President Arafat has 
just finished a tour of the 
region. What was the pro
pose and what were the 
results?
A: President Yasser Arafat 
visited several countries in
cluding Egypt, Jordan, Syr
ia, the Arab Maghreb coun
tries, Yemen and the 
Sudan. He also met with 
Lebanese President Hraoui 
during their visit to Paris.

The purpose of the visits 
has been to help the wounds 
heel fast enough to allow 
the Arab countries a chance 
to interact positively and 
forcefully with the changing 
events.

Q: Jordan and Palestine 
are closely intertwined. 
How do you see coopera
tion and coordination?
A: I think that the two sides 
are today closer to each oth
er more than at any time. I 
would like to use this op
portunity to express appre
ciation for the clarity of vi
sion and wisdom of the 
Jordanian leadership. Let 
me emphasize here that Jor
dan has its identity separate 
from Palestine. There is no 
sincerity or truth in the 
proposition that Israelis put 
forth when they point to 
Jordan as an alternative 
home to the Palestinians. 
Jordan is the home of Jorda
nians, and we as Palestin
ians are placing our rightful 
claim to Palestine. 
Our talks in Washington are 
closely coordinated with all 
the Arab countries, but spe
cially Jordan.
Our basic approach is to 
seek the implementation of: 
a) an immediate and total 
termination of establishing 
new colonies (settlements), 
b) the presence of an inter
national force to replace the 
Israeli military presence that 
will allow the people of the 
West Bank and Ghaza to 
determine their future in a 
referendum at the end of the 
transition period,
c) an implementation of 
Resolutions 242 and 338.

Q: How do you evaluate 
the Egyptian attitude to
wards the Palestinian 
issue?
A: In Egypt there are two 
major trends or schools of 
thought vis-a-vis the Pales

tinian issue. The first one 
regards Palestine as the 
front-line of Egyptian se
curity against Israel. This 
was basically the approach 
during the pan-Arabist days 
under Nasser. In this case, 
the Palestinian issue is a vi
tal aspect of Egyptian poli
cies. Then there is the sec
ond approach which 
considers inter-action with 
the Palestinian issue as 
something Egypt does out 
of assistance to an Arab 
neighbor with no bearing on 
its own security.
Today, Egypt vacillates be
tween those two trends, nei
ther of which has over
whelming command of the 
situation.

Q: How about Yemeni- 
Palestinian relations?
A: I think Yemen has a spe
cial place in the hearts of 
Palestinians. I will explain 
at two levels:
a) At the general level, 
Yemen is the only Arab 
country which has not used 
the Palestinian issue to 
bargain with. Whatever 
Yemen gave to the Palestin
ians, it was not done 
through bilateral or multi
lateral bargains or barter ar
rangements.
b) The Yemeni people have 
participated in the armed 
struggle. You will note that 
Yemeni volunteers have 
died in many of the excep
tional operations against the 
Israeli enemy.
c) In our daily lives here in 
Yemen, Palestinians are 
awarded all the rights that 
Yemenis enjoy at all levels 
specially at the social and 
economic lives.
It is no secret that Yemeni- 
Palestinian mixed marriages 
have become a frequent 
phenomenon today.

Q: How do you see the 
role of Europe.
A: I think Europe is strug
gling with its own birth. I 
hope they succeed in evolv
ing a united Europe. Euro
peans are more aware of 
our region, and they pursue 
a more balanced approach 
to our region. Yet, recent 
history (Yugoslavia) has 
shown Europe is not yet 
ready to play a unified role 
that is independent of the 
USA.

Q: Any last words:
A: I would like to empha
size that the Palestinian is
sue is not simply the con
cern of Palestinians, 
although we are the most 
affected. It is the concern 
of all Arabs and Muslims.
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ADEN- A City Regains Its Place
It is seldom in history to 
find an ancient town whose 
name continues to shine for 
about three thousand years. 
Aden, which has been giv
en various names and titles 
is one such place. It is 
chronicled in the old manu
scripts, it has a biblical ref
erence, and it was an im
portant transit point for the 
ancient caravans. The so 
called Tanks of Aden are 
amongst the very oldest 
sights in the country. These 
huge cisterns are high on 
the slopes of Jabal Sham
san, with a panoramic view 
over crater, the old town of 
Aden. The cisterns, proba
bly built by the Himyarites 
in the 1st century AD, are 
capable of 
storing 45 
million li
ters of wa
ter in total. 
Historians 
give the 
year 427 
BC as the 
time of the 
constructio 
n. It is 
clear that

any project of this magni
tude must have taken a 
long time and a great skill 
and a lot of money to build. 
This by itself is testimony 
to the advanced level of 
life that must have existed 
so long ago.

Even in recent history, the 
British called it the Crown 
Colony. The shining star of 
Arabia, has been the natu

ral seaport for Yemen 
through-out its ancient, 
medieval and modern civil
izations.
Historians, travellers, and 
foreign missions through 
the ages have recognized 
Aden’s paramount impor
tance for trade and trans
shipment as well as its mil
itary advantages. Aden’s 
unique location commands 
the southern entrance of the 
Bab El-mandeb strait, and 
it command the hinterland, 
as well, since the moun
tains run right into the sea.

The people of Aden are a 
charming mix of "Arab, 
African and Indian stock. 
Therefore tolerance of dif
ferences has been a char
acteristic of the Adeni resi
dent who has a very 
cosmopolitan attitude and 
approach to many things.
Aden city is built on a site 
of an old volcanic activity, 
which has left huge craters. 
The deep port is another

natural advantage which 
enables the handling of 
even the largest vessels. A 
few kilometers in the hin
terland, beautiful and rich 
agricultural backgrounds 
provide the breathing space 
required for a large city, as 
well as the rural resources 
and manpower needed for 
development

Continues on page 5

Key to Aden’s entrance-Crater
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Continued from p. 4
ADEN - A City Regains Its Place

Thus it is no wonder that 
the site has been inhabited 
since long ago, having 
served as the the port of the 
ancient Kingdom of Awsan 
between the 5th and 7th 
centuries BC.
In 'more recent times, the 
city has been the center of 
commercial and industrial 
activities. The huge oil re
finery was the reason many 
vessels bunkered at Aden.
Today, Aden is the home of 
some 400,000 persons, and 
the number is expected to 
reach 600,000 before the 
end of this century.

The Government of the Re
public of Yemen has named 
Aden as the commercial 
and economic capital of the 
Republic, and it has chosen 
the city to be the site of the 
country’s free zone area. 
Both decisions are expected 
to bring a lot of business to

the city.
Tourism is also expected 
to flourish due to the an
cient sites and socio
cultural heritage. Besides 
this there are other histori
cal buildings such as the 
Al-Aidarus mosque which 
was originally built in the. 
14th century AD. It was re
built after its complete de
struction in 1859. Another 
building is the The Aden 
Minaret, although the 8th 
century mosque it belonged 
to is long gone, this minaret 
in Crater area still stands.

Long time ago Aden was 
very famous for its com
mercial activities and peo
ple from all nationalities 
came and found the for
tunes they were looking 
for. Aden today offers sim
ilar opportunities. It is upto 
the pioneering entrepren
eurs to come and get it.
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MINISTER AL-QAMISH DISCUSSES EFFORTS OF HIS MINISTRY
The Republic of Yemen is 
slowly feeling comfortable 
with the systems brought 
about by the unification of 
the country. One major 
source of contention and 
difficulties has been in the 
security sector of the coun
try. The old forces have 
been struggling to remain 
in power, and the new po
litically-oriented structures 
have added a new dimen
sion to the division of 
power. Moreover, the in 
creased poverty of the 
country, partly due to the 
return of almost one mil
lion Yemenis, many of 
whom are jobless, added to 
the strain on the security 
system of the country.
To speak about these and 
the progress achieved re
cently in the services of 
this ministry, Yemen 
Times went to speak to the 
Minister of Interior and 
General Security, Colonel 
Ghalib Mutahhar Al- 
Qamish, a close confident 
of President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh.

Q: Whatever happened 
to the civil registration 
project that was initiated 
some time ago?
A: We have been working 
on the civil registration 
project through-out 1991. I 
am happy to tell you that 
all arrangements are final
ly completed. The Su
preme Committee esta
blished by the government 
for this purpose has done 
its work, albeit at a slower 
pace than I would like, but 
it is now almost over. We 
expect to start giving out 
the new citizenship identi
ty cards in March/April 
1992.
Our problem is that citi
zens do not apply to get 
their cards unless they 
need them for some other 
purpose. We are planning 
to make acquisition of the 
ID an essential prerequisite 
for the right to vote in the 
elections of members of 
House of Representatives.

Q: How about the new 
passports?
A: These are ready and I 
have samples of them right 
here. In two weeks, you 
can go and get your new 
passport. We plan to with
draw the old passports 
gradually, and hopefully 
by the end of 1992, all 
passports will have been 
issued by the Republic of 
Yemen and its embassies 
abroad.

Q: Unification of the se
curity apparatus. How far 
has that come?
A: We were preoccupied 
with this matter, but today 
we have completed 85% of 
the task. We have diffused 
all points of contention and 
everything is settled.
We have unified the ranks, 
the titles, the bureaucracy, 
the structures, the organiza
tions, and the adminstrative 
apparatus.
Of course, you know that I 
have been personally in
volved in the unification 
talks. Therefore, I was in 
the spirit and action of the 
unification process. The 
Ministry of Interior and 
General Security has thus 
become one of the first 
ministries to embark on the 
unification of the structures.

Q: May we open the file 
of prisoners and prison 
conditions. What is new in 
light of our declared ad
herence of human rights 
and reforms in prisons?
A: The Republic of Yemen 
has made tremendous im
provements in this regard. 
Let me pin this down: 
a) The parties that are able 
to send someone to prison 
in Yemen today are limited 
to those stipulated by the 
constitution. These are lim
ited to the courts, the prose
cution office and temporary 
imprisonment by order of 
the Ministry of Interior.
b) The treatment of prison
ers is governed by a new 
set of rules which protect 
the privacy and humanness 
of the prisoners.
c) Reform packages have 
been introduced in some 
prisons, although at a small 
scale. This allows prison
ers to acquire new skills 
and to produce goods and 
earn income while they are 
in prison.
d) We allow local and inter
national persons and groups 
to visit the prisons and to 

investigate the conditions 
of prisons and prisoners.
f) Recently, new services 
have been introduced such 
as health care, recreation, 
and better food and lodg
ing, etc.
So you see, the human 
rights picture has seen 
great improvements.

Q: But wait a minute. 
There are private pris
ons, and there are tribal 
leaders, like Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Hussain 
Al-Ahmar, who can send 
citizens to prisons.
A: Yes, of course there are 
limited exceptions. These 
are due to the transitional 
nature of our current life. 
You will please realize the 
background against which 
we work. Sometimes, there 
are tribal conflicts which 
require special solutions 
and which can be handled 
only through tribal lines.
Our job is to find a solu
tion, and not to insist on 
our solutions. So certain 
tribal leaders, in close co
ordination with us, are able 
to send tribesmen to prison 
pending the resolution of a 
problem. Sometimes, lock
ing up one or a few tribes
men could help in resolv
ing a big problem between 
two or more tribes. We 
have to be realistic about 
the possibilities of getting 
the job done.

Q: How fast can you im
plement the new reforms 
in prison conditions?
A: This is purely a finan
cial matter. If we have the 
allocations, we can do so 
immediately. We know it 
is not right to lump togeth
er different kinds of crimi
nals (murderers with drug 
traffickers, with thieves, 
and with lunatic people, 
etc.). But we don’t have the 
resources. With more mon
ey, we can also improve 
food and lodging.

Q: Do you feel you re
ceive the resources you 
need for doing your job?
A: No, and I hope the gov
ernment gives more priori
ty to our needs. You see, it 
is impossible to achieve 
socio-economic progress if 
you don’t have security and 
stability. I realize there is 
a strong pressure from all 
ministries to obtain more 
allocations, but we should 
prioritize our expenditures. 
I think security and stabili
ty should be given an extra 
priority.

Q: Combating crimes is a 
big portion of your job. 
Statistics show you have 
done quite a good job. 
Now you have additional 
problems regarding polit
ically-motivated crimes. 
What has been the record 
on this?
A: Statistics show that the 
total number of crimes re
ported in the Republic dur
ing the first half of 1991 
was 6236 cases. Of these, 
we have tracked down the 
offenders (criminals) of 
5197 cases, which gives us 
a comfortable achievement 
of 83.3%. The rest of the 
cases have been either sus
pended or filed against un
known criminals.
Most of The crimes are 
committed without the in
fluence of politics. Of 
course there are cases of 
politically-motivated crimes. 
We try to bring the crimi
nal to justice whatever the 
motives. Our job is to ap
prehend the criminal, col
lect evidence and pass the 
whole thing to the prosecu
tion office and from there 
to the courts.
By reading some of the 
private and party news
papers, you could get a 
feeling there are too many 
crimes. This is not right. 
We simply air our prob
lems more freely and often 
in a sensational way.

Q: There were reports 
that you captured ship
ments of arms being 
smuggled into Yemen. 
Could you shed more 
light on this?
A: Yes, we have captured 
arms being smuggled into 
Yemen, specially in the 
eastern governorates 
(Hadhramaut and Al- 
Mahara). We are fighting 
a major battle against peo
ple who smuggle arms, 
narcotics and other drugs, 
and goods into Yemen.
The problem is so serious 
that the government has 
dedicated many of its ses
sions to this matter. Now a 
decision has been taken to 
establish a specialised 
Anti-Smuggling Squad. 
This will be responsible for 
patrolling our long sea and 
land borders.

Q: How do you feel 
about the democratic 
practices of Yemen, spe
cially in doing your job?
A: As a Yemeni citizen, I 
am very happy with dra
matic improvement in the 
quality of life in Yemen. I 
am happy and supportive. 
It does not infringe on my 
job. We simply have to 
observe the rules and laws 
and everything will be 
fine. Democracy is a valu
able aspect of our evolu
tion and adds a lot of 
meaning to our lives.

Q: Do you have plans to 
improve the image of the 
security people?
A: Well, certain practices 
in the past have given se
curity forces a bad name. 
Now we have many pro
grams that bring citizens 
into closer inter-play with 
the security forces. We 
have the Friends of Traffic 
program which brings stu
dent volunteers to help 
traffic policemen. We have 
the Friends of the Police 
which brings volunteers in 
various residential quarters 
to help fight crimes.
This coming week we have 
the "Week of the Police” 
activities which is sup
posed to coincide with the 
International Day of the 
Police (18th December). 
We constantly try to raise 
the level of awareness and 
courteousness among po
lice officers.

Q: Any last message?
A: Democracy is important 
but I hope people exercise 
their rights with responsi
bility and conscienceness.
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DRY FARMING:
The Regional Experiences and Lessons for Yemen

By: Ameen Nouisser, 
MA in Ag-Economics 
Ministry of Agriculture

The scarcity of water is 
an inescapable reality of 
agriculture in much of 
West Asia and North 
Africa. Yet every year 
billions of cubic meters 
of water go unused, va
nishing into thin air 
through evaporation, run 
off and seepage.
This situation may soon 
change, thanks to exciting 
new research that scientists 
and agricultural engineers 
are developing innovative 
techniques which maxi
mize the use of limited 
rainfall to produce impre
ssive crops of cereals, fruits 
and forage. These tech
niques are based upon 
’water harvesting’ which 
essentially involves col
lecting rainfall from a 
large area and using it to 
cultivate crops in a smaller 
area.
For thousands of years, 
many farmers in the Mid
dle East depended upon a 
wide range of water har
vesting methods. One of 
the oldest and most fasci
nating is the ancient sys
tem of 'qanats', dating back 
to the 5th Century BC. 
'Qanats' - man-made un
derground channels ex
tending from the side of a 
hill or mountains to a culti
vated area - convey run-off 
water by gravity from 
steep, uncultivable areas to 
be used downstream. At 
occasional intervals along 
the qanat, wells are dug to 
bring the water to the sur
face. These channels can 
be as much as 40 kilome
ters long, totalling at one 
time more than 160,000 ki
lometers in Iran alone.
The advantages of this sys
tem are many. The qanats, 
being dug so deep, reduce 
evaporation, unlike con
ventional open channels. 
There are, however, disad
vantages to the qanat sys
tem. Qanats are costly to 
construct, require constant 
maintenance, and call for a 
high level of social organi
zation and cooperation, in 
addition, qanat construc
tion is a very dangerous af
fair, with workers dying in 
frequent caveins or from 
lack of oxygen.
The qanat system began to 
decline shortly after the in- 

troducti 
on of 
mechan 
ical 
pumps 
around 
the 
middle 
of the 
century 
Well- 

to-do farmers were unable 
to maintain the system. De
spite this, even today some 
towns in Iran depend upon 
qanats for their water sup
ply. In the early 1970s 
20,000 qanats were report
edly still in use.
A similar system providing 
water to a large area west 
of the Nile was in operation 
in Egypt in around 500 BC. 
Qanats have been found in 
Central and South America, 
North Africa and as far 
away as the Gobi Desert, 
where one qanat was dug to 
an awesome depth of some 
1,500 meters.
The traditional methods of 
water harvesting may pro
vide the theoretical basis 
for the development of effi
cient, highly productive 
and sustainable farming 
systems in areas once 
thought to have little pro
ductive capacity. An excel
lent example of the poten
tial of such systems is the 
EEC-funded University of 
Jordan water harvesting re
search project near Muwa
qar, about 30 kilometers 
southeast of Amman, Jor
dan.
The Muwaqar Project cov
ers a 200-hectare site with 
three reservoirs catching 
run-off water in the wadis. 
While annual rainfall in the 
area is low - about 150 mil
limeters per year - the wa
ter collected in the reser
voirs is used to irrigate 
cereals, fruit trees and for
age crops. The three reser
voirs, with a total capacity 
of around 85,000 cubic me
ters, were formed behind 
small dams. These dams 
were designed with local 
materials and resources in 
mind. According to water 
harvesting specialist Dr. 
Theib Oweis, who recently 
left the University of Jordan 
to join the International 
Center for Agricultural Re
search in Dry Areas 
(ICARDA), a 30,000 cubic 
meter dam costs between 
$2160 -2880, a reasonable 
sum if pooled by a group of 
farmers and possibly with 

some government help.
Even in years of low rain
fall it takes only a few days 
of rain for the dams to fill 
up to the top. Rainfall at 
Muwaqar during the 1990- 
91 season was lower than 
average - around 70 milli
meters. Despite this, water 
was available for irrigation 
by November 1990 and 
even in late June 1991. De
spite the intense summer 
heat, all three reservoirs 
were still full. In fact, it 
takes very little rain to fill 
them up - as little as 5 mil
limeters, according to jor
dan University's Esmat Ka
radsheh, who has been 
working in the Muwaqar 
Project. Karadsheh, who 
has been working in the 
Muwaqar Project. Karad
sheh, says that fruit and ol
ive trees are the most ap
propriate form of 
agriculture in the area. Re
search continues to deter
mine the optimal use of this 
precious water.
The Muwaqar Project uses 
the water harvesting con
cept on a small as well as a 
large scale. In one experi
ment, plots ranging be
tween 25 and 75 square 
meters are either covered 
with plastic sheeting or the 
soil is compacted and mod
eled at an angle toward a 
fruit tree in an uncovered 
comer. When rain falls, the 
water that would fall on 
these relatively larger plots 
is channeled into smaller 
areas around fruit trees in 
simple trenches designed to 
catch runoff.
Dr. Oweis notes that the 
quality of the water at Mu
waqar is surprisingly good, 
with an electrical conduc
tivity (a measure of total 
salts in the water) level of 
0.3.
This compares quite favor
ably with the drinking wa
ter in Amman, which is be
tween 0.5 and 0.6. The only 
drawback is the high level 
of sediment in the run-off 
water, which is always 
muddy. The sediment can 
clogs sprinklers and drip ir
rigation systems, but effi
cient filters can alleviate 
this problem.
ICARDA is currently 
working on the develop
ment of water harvesting 
technology with scientists 
from the Arid Zone Resea
rch Institute (AZRI) in Bal
ochistan, Pakistan. Balochi
stan is one of the driest 

areas of the country, with 
extensive tracts of 
"khushkaba," or dry lands. 
Where possible Balochista
ni farmers have traditional
ly diverted streams and 
built bunds, or small em
bankments, as means water 
collection. These practices 
are largely restricted to are
as adjacent to such sources. 
With funding from the US 
Agency for International 
Development, since 1985 
ICARDA and AZRI scien
tists have been studying the 
benefits of creating catch
ment areas at the top of 
gently sloping fields, the 
ratio of catchment areas to 
cropped area ranges from 
1:1 to 2:1. The scientists 
hope that through natural 
seepage the water in these 
catchments will provide a 
steady source of moisture 
for crops cultivated at the 
lower ends.

Continues on p. 13

SPORTS IN YEMEN 
By: Omer A. Kullaiby, 
Sana'a.

It is a great thing for those 
of us who like sports to see 
our country develop in 
sports, specially since we 
are far back, and we lack 
the right facilities though 
we have good coaches as 
well as good players of 
basketball, football, volly- 
ball, table tennis, etc.
I am a basket-ball player 
myself, and to say the 
truth, we don't have a good 
play ground in the whole of 
Yemen. Fans of sports 
concentrate on football 
only and completely forget 
about other sports. You can 
even detect this from TV 
programs which air only 
football matches. That 
makes us lose hope of ad
vancing in our position in 
the other games. What is 
needed most is the morale 
support and fan encourage
ment to be given to all 
sportsmen and women. 
Another thing we need is 
good leadership in sports 
and good coaches.



8 BUSINESS 11 DECEMBER 1991

AUSTRIA PROBES THE YEMENI MARKET
The Austrian Trade Mis
sion has just concluded an 
exhibition of Austrian 
products at the Taj Sheba 
Hotel. The four-day exhbi
tion (5-8/12/1991), includ
ed the products of nineteen 
companies which offered a 
wide range of products. 
Under the theme "Austria's 
Economy - A Trustworthy 
partner", and "Made in 
Austria Stands for Quality" 
the exhibition attracted a 
large crowd of potential 
customers and importers. 
The Austrian Magazine for 
Economy and Culture - 
Marhaba, in its issue 6/91 
summarized the Austrian 
Trade Mission's efforts in 
one sentence: "Austria con
tinues its selective efforts 
to win Arab markets".
On this occasion, the 
Austrian non-resident

Ambassador to Yemen, 
Mr. Marius Calligaris, said 
that his country was inter
ested in consolidating 
cooperation with Yemen. 
"I have come to Yemen to 
explain to the officials here 
the Austrian desire to stre
ngthen ties," he said. He 
has seen officials in the 
Foreign Ministry, Ministry 
of Supply and Trade, and 
many other organizations. 
"We are also interested in 
lending a helping hand, 
specially since we realize 
these are hard ties for 
Yemen," he went on to say. 
Although Austria does not 
have a resident ambassador 
as yet, it will be noted that 
it has named the well- 
known Yemeni business
man, Mr. Abdul-Galeel 
Radman, as its honorary 
ambassador in Yemen. The 
Yemeni authorities have 
blessed the choice, and 
copies of the letters of cre
dential have been delivered 
to the Foreign Ministry.
With respect to the exhibi
tion, Peter Rattinger, Head

of the Middle East Desk at 
the Austrian Federal Eco
nomic Chamber Depart
ment for Foreign Trade and 
the Organizer of the Gulf 
Trade Mission, told the 
Yemen Times’s Economic 
Editor that his country

hopes to consolidate its 
trade relations with Yemen. 
"Austria used to sell prod

ucts valued at more than 
US$60 million per year to 
Yemen. Total sales today 
are around US$15 million. 
We hope to go back to the 
old levels and even surpass 
them," he added.
Along the same lines, 
Oskar Smrzka, Commercial 
Counsellor for the Republic 
of Yemen at the Austrian

Embassy in Riyadh, ex
pressed optimism about the 
potential for commercial 
cooperation. He indicated 
that for every one US$ of 
Austrian exports to Yemen, 
Austria imports ten US$ 
from Yemen. Explaining 
this point further, Mr. Rat
tinger said, "We normally 
supply Yemen with 
chemicals, paper material, 
packing materials, 
and other indus
trial items. In 
addition, 
Austria 
exports 
certain

•consumer 
goods 
like 
shoes, 
clothes, 
and so on. 
Yemen
has be
come an 
important 
supplier of 
crude oil to 
Austria. Over the 
last nine months, from 
January 1991 to September 
1991, we have bought oil 
for the value of US$ 90 mil
lion," he pointed out.
Explaining the cordial un
derstanding between busi
nessmen from both coun
tries, he indicated that there 
had been no major prob

lems in dealings.
"We are quite sure the cur
rent situation (of economic 
hardships) will change 
pretty soon, and the busi
ness chances with Austria 
will be increased in the fu
ture," he said.
"Yemen after the unifica
tion became even more 
important. We see a great 
economic future because 
you have a large popula
tion, significant natural re
sources which still have to 
be developed, and you are 
an important oil supplier 
of Austria. Yemen's oil is 
very light and it is the only 
kind we use in our refin
ery," he concluded.
Speaking about prelimi
nary impressions, Ambas
sador Calligaris praised the 
country's genuine democ
racy and multi-party politi
cal system. "I am person
ally very pleased with this 
development," he said. Fi
nally, he expressed great 

fascination with 
Yemen's civili

zational heri
tage, spe
cially the 
architec
ture and 
socio
culture. 
The 
Austrian 
interest 
in pro
moting

closer re
lations at 

both eco
nomic and

political levels
are also shared 

by the Yemeni side.
Dr. Saeed Sharaf Muqbil, 
Yemen's Ambassador in 
Vienna, pledged to support 
the drive, towards coopera
tion. "i am firmly deter
mined to support the par
ticipants of the Trade 
Mission in every conceiva
ble way," he wrote to Ma
rhaba.

Editor's note:

More information could be 
obtained from:

Peter Rattinger,
Austrian Federal Chamber 
Dept. for Foreign Trade, 
Wiedner Haupstrasse 63, 
P.O.Box 150, 
A-1045 Vienna, 
Austria.
Fax: 43-1-50206-255
Phone: 43-1-50105-4354
Telex: 11-1871

1st PRIVATE 
AGRI 

EXHIBITION
On the 5th of December, 
1991, the first Yemeni 
PRIVATE Exhibition for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food Processing was in
augurated in Sanaa. The 
Al-Maktari Commercial 
Center has organized the 
nine-day exhibition (lasts 
upto Friday December 
13th) with the objective of 
promoting Yemeni agri
cultural exports. Abdul
aziz Al-Maqtari, owner/ 
manager, speaking to 
Yemen Times's French 
pages editors, stressed that 
the exhibition represents a 
"considerable step to
wards the promotion of 
Yemeni agricultural, fish, 
and food products on the 
foreign markets". He said 
that the intention was to 
make the exhibition an an
nual event. "We seek new 
markets and we seek to 
consolidate old markets," 
he added.
Mr. Al-Maqtari estimates 
the number of visitors to 
the exhibition at about 
two thousand persons per 
day.
The exhibition has four 
main products sections 
which are:
- The vegetables section, 
- The Animal products, 
- The Agro-industries, 
- The Processed food.
Over twenty companies 
and organizations have 
manned different stands 
exhibiting their products. 
The exhibition is held un
der the patronage and sup
port of the Ministries of 
Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Industry, and 
Fisheries. Active encour
agement is provided by 
the Federation of Cham
bers of Commerce and In
dustry, Federation of 
Agricultural Cooperatives, 
and the UN's FAO.
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Abdul-Karim Al-Rifayi:
"Yemen Can Achieve Economic Take-Off Early in the 21 Century!”

Abdul-Karim Al-Rifayi,, 
born in Assairah at the 
outskirts of Turba in 
Taiz governorates, is one 
of the aggressive entre
preneurs of Yemen. 
Coming from a business 
family, he has joined the 
business class early in life 
- some three decades ago. 
Starting from the gold 
business, he moved on to 
diversify into other busi
nesses. Today, he owns 
the controlling shares of 
half a dozen companies 
that span a wide range of 
commodities and services. 
In addition, he acts on 
behalf of many foreign 
companies. The Yemen 
Times went to speak to 
him about his businesses 
and about the prospects 
for the Yemeni economy.

Q: How would you 
describe your line of 
business?
A: Of course, I have major 
stakes in the gold business, 
which is my original line 
of business. Over the last 
several years, I have diver
sified to cover such fields 
as tourism, recreation, 
transportation, industrial 
activities, etc. I have re
cently established a com
pany for investments. 
I always look for new op
portunities to expand both 
vertically and horizontally.

Q: How do you evaluate 
the current economic 
situation of Yemen?
A: I don’t think any shrewd 
business person will judge 
Yemen by its current situa
tion, which is not so good. 
This country's hopes are 
constantly raised by the 
tangible results in the oil 
and mineral sectors, in the 
improvements in agricul
ture, fisheries and industry, 
and in the potential for 
tourism. I think we all 
share in the responsibilities 
to change the current con
ditions and to create the 
factors that will bring 
about a new economy.

Q: But there are real 
problems.
A: Yes, there are obstacles 
of various natures and at 
different levels. I think the 
main obstacle is really the 
lack of application of the 
law. Applying the law, 
even a bad law, is better 
than the near lawlessness 
or vacuum in which we 
find ourselves today. This 
situation is not conducive 
to business activities, let 
alone new investments.

Q: What do you expect 
the government to do in 
this regard?
A: I expect the government 
to create the conditions 
conducive to private initia
tive. Let the businessmen 
and investors lead the way 
to economic prosperity. 
Don't give government offi
cials so much control over 
the affairs of private busi
ness because that will only 
make room for corruption. 
It is necessary to up-hold 
the law, specially the in
vestment law, that is all. 
But to intervene in every 
little thing is neither useful 
nor practical.

Q: Could you be more 
specific?
A: Yes. I mean, a major 
portion of our expenditures 
are really bribes paid out to 
government bureaucrats. 
That is why, in part, we 
have high prices in Yemen. 
What do you do when an 
official does not sign a 
piece of paper which has 
nothing wrong with it un
less you pay him a respect
able sum of money. I think 
some of the paper-work is 
created deliberately for this 
purpose. I am happy to read 
in the Yemen Times (last 
issue) that the government 
will reduce the paperwork. 
In fact, some officials bar
gain about the size of the 
bribe, while others have 
some front-men who do the 
dirty work for them. I think 
that if we are serious about 
economic development and 
about encouraging private 
investments, we should 
fight this phenomenon.

Q: Let us talk about the 
gold market?
A: It is a very lucrative 
market and it has grown 
tremendously over the last 
few years. I cannot hazard a 

guess about the size of this 
market, but it is really sub
stantial. Every housewife 
has a set of gold orna
ments, and every new 
bride is decorated with it.
Let me mention here that 
the government could earn 
at least one billion Yemeni 
Rials every year if it legal
ized trade in gold and 
brought it out in the open. 
Now, it is presumably ille
gal to trade in gold, yet it is 
all over town and it is flou
rishing. If the government 
had the sense to legalize 
trade in gold, it could col
lect a small fee on its trade 
which will add at least 3- 
5% to its revenues.
It could also improve this 
market and "guide" its evo
lution and development. I 
don't understand why they 
don't see this because it 
would help the merchants, 
the state, and the citizens!

Q: How does the gold 
business relate to the 
fluctuations in the price 
of gold?
A: In theory, of course, 
they go in opposite direc
tions. But gold in Yemen, 
like any other commodity, 
is affected by the swings in 
the price of the US dollar. 
The dramatic rise in the 
price of the US dollar vis- 
a-vis the Yemeni Riyals 
this year has been due to 
the coming into the market 
of a number of the govern
ment, the public, mixed, 
and cooperative sectors or
ganizations as buyers. In 
addition, the banks refuse 
to accept any risk which 
they transfer on to their 
customers.
I think we should float the 
riyal and let the market 
mechanism determine its 
price. This way, at least, 
we know the factors affect
ing the price of the riyal.

Q: What are your new 
projects?
A: We have a number of 
new investments lined-up, 
some alone, others with 
foreign partners. We are 
looking at several tourism- 
related projects. We also 
have a couple of industrial 
projects in the free zone in 
Aden.

Q: What do you think is 
the role of the native cap
italist class in the develop
ment process?
A: I think we have a duty 
to help develop our country 
and we are interested in do
ing this. But some officials 
project themselves as very 
patriotic and the business 
community as less patriotic. 
It is my firm belief that it is 
the business community, 
alongwith the skilled and 
semi-skilled labor force of 
Yemen, who will build this 
country. We only ask to be 
given the opportunity to go 
about it.

Q: Any last message?
A: I feel optimistic about 
our future, specially since 
we live in an atmosphere of 
democracy which means 
more accountability. The 
unification of the country 
has also increased business 
opportunities. With the 
right approach, Yemen’s 
economic take off can 
happen early in the next 
century.
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Le sixième sommet de l'Organisation de la Conférence Islamique

L'absence de certains dirigeants arabes 
fragilise le consensus entre les états musulmans à Dakar

Le sixième sommet de l'Organisation de la Conférence Islamique, qui réunit 46 pays musulmans, a été ou
verte lundi 9 décembre à Dakar, pour la première fois dans un pays d'Afrique noire.
Les 22 résolutions ont été adoptées mais on ne connaîtra leur contenu exact qu'après l'accord définitif des 

participants sur leur rédaction. Car certaines d'entre elles ont fait l'objet de vifs débats, notamment au sujet 
d'une nouvelle condamnation de l'Irak pour violation des résolutions de l'ONU ainsi que la participation aux 
conférences régionales de la paix au Proche-Orient.
Ce sommet reste toutefois très symbolique en raison de l'absence des principaux souverains et chefs d'Etat 
des pays arabes. Premier du genre depuis la guerre du Golfe, ce sommet semble en déranger plus d'un...
La République du Yémen est representee à Dakar parle vice-président, M. Salem Al-Beid.

Dès l'ouverture du som
met, le ton était donné et 
laissait craindre le pire: 
l'allocution du président 
sortant de l'Organisation, 
l'émir Jaber du Koweït n'a 
été qu’une violente dénon
ciation de l'invasion de son 
pays par l'Irak. Saddam 
Hussein viole, selon lui, 
l'unité islamique en 
s'attaquant à des pays 
frères, Iran puis Koweït.

L'une des résolutions, 
présentée par le Koweït, 
prévoit d'ailleurs une nou
velle condamnation du ré
gime de Saddam Hussein, 
qui a boycotté la Confér
ence. accusé de ne pas re
specter les résolutions de 
l'ONU. Les réunions pré
paratoires du sommet avait 
laissé présager une négoci
ation difficile sur le conte
nu final du texte de la con
damnation: les délégués 
africains jugeaient inutile 
une telle mesure, plaidant 
pour un renforcement de la 
communauté islamique in
ternationale, tandis que 
certains délégués arabes 
soutenaient ardemment 
cette condamnation. Nul 
doute, dans ces conditions, 
que le texte final de la rés
olution sera le produit d'un 
consensus artificiel et sans 
grande portée effective.

Autre sujet de discorde: 
le processus de paix au 
Proche-Orient inauguré à 
Madrid et qui se poursuit 
actuellement à Washing
ton. L'Iran a affirmé 
d'emblée son opposition à 
toute tentative de paix, es
timant que les négociations 

en cours ne tenaient pas 
compte des droits des Pa
lestiniens. Les désaccords 
entre les pays arabes lais
sent Aussi présager d'un 
texte final relativement 
neutre.

En outre, l'absence de 
grands dirigeants du 
monde arabe, concernés au 
premier plan par les 
problèmes que l'on vient 
d'evoquer, contribue à 
donner à ce sommet une 
valeur toute symbolique. 
Sur 46 délégations, 20 
seulement étaient dirigées 
par le plus haut représen
tant de l'Etat concerné, 
souverain ou président. Le 
roi Fadh d'Arabie Saoudite 
s'est fait excuser "pour rai
sons de santé justifiés et 
vérifiables" et était repré
senté à Dakar par le prince 
héritier Abdallah. Pas de 
raisons officielles en reva
nche pour le roi Hassan II 
du Maroc, les présidents 
syrien Hafez El Assad, Li
byen Mouammar Kadhafi, 
égyptien Hosni Moubarak, 
tunisien Ben Ali et yémé
nite Ali Abdullah Saleh...

Des rumeurs laissaient 
entendre que certains 
"grands" du monde arabe 
étaient gênés par les pro
jets de résolutions évoqués 
précédemment. On évoque 
aussi dans les milieux di
plomatiques la présence 
dérangeante du roi Hussein 
de Jordanie et celle du 
président de l'OLP, Yasser 
Arafat, considérés par cer
tains pays comme favora
ble à Saddam Hussein... 
On murmure même que 

l'avion du leader palestini
en n'aurait pas été autorisé 
à survoler certains pays 
arabes.

En dehors de ces que
relles, la Conférence de 
Dakar a été le théâtre d'un 
événement important, 
peut-être le signe d'une év
olution significative dans 
les rapports de forces au 
Moyen-Orient, en tout cas 
la preuve de la montée en 
puissance de l'Iran sur la 
scène internationale. En 
effet, la présence du Prési
dent Rafsandjani est sym
bolique. L'Iran avait boy
cotté les trois derniers 
sommets, organisés dans 
une période d'alignement 
sur Bagdad d’un grand 
nombre de pays arabes. De 
plus, la république isla
mique n'a jamais été repré
sentée à son plus haut ni
veau dans l'Organisation 

depuis la révolution de 
1979. Ce retour en force 
des Iraniens est à opposer 
à la faible participation des 
dirigeants des pays du 
Golfe et des leaders arabes 
déjà évoquée. La présence 
de M. Rafsandjani les au
rait-elle gênés aussi?

En dehors des 22 résolu
tions politiques adoptées 
par les pays participants, il 
faut remarquer la volonté 
affichée d'une plus grande 
solidarité économique en
tre les pays musulmans et 
notamment des pays du 
Golfe vers les pays les plus 
pauvres d'Afrique. Ainsi, 
plusieurs résolutions éco
nomiques et financières 
portant sur la dette exté
rieure des pays les moins 
avancés, sur la région du 
Sahel et sur le soutien de 
la Banque Islamique de 
Développement (dont les 

moyens ont été accrus) ont 
été adoptées.

Ainsi, malgré T'esprit du 
consensus" qui a régné sur 
le sommet selon la propre 
formule de son président en 
exercice, M. Abdou Diouf, 
les divergences entre diri
geants arabes sont apparues 
dès avant son ouverture, 
par les défections succes
sives des uns et des autres... 
Mais ces querelles jettent le 
voile sur deux éléments 
d'évolution importante au 
sein de cette instance inter
islamique: outre le retour 
en son sein de l'Iran, une 
belle percée de l'Afrique 
noire dont l'un des pays, le 
Sénégal, a organisé pour la 
première fois ce type de 
rencontre et qui a réussi à 
faire imposer une volonté 
de solidarité avec ses repré
sentants les plus pauvres.

L'actualité yéménite en bref
Politique étrangère.- Le conseil des mini
stres réuni en session extraordinaire, mardi 
4 décembre, a approuvé la participation du 
Yémen aux négociations régionales dans le 
cadre du processus de paix au Proche- 
Orient. Les ministres ont cependant de
mandé au conseil présidentiel de saisir le 
Parlement de cette question.

Démenti officiel sur la presence du ter
roriste international Carlos.- Le min
istère de l'intérieur et de la sécurité pub
lique a publié la semaine dernière un 
démenti aux rumeurs faisant état de la pré
sence au Yémen du terroriste international 
Carlos, rendu responsable de nombreux at
tentats dans le monde entier. Le quotidien 
français Libération avait révélé, il y a deux 
semaines, que Carlos avait été expulsé de

Libye et s'était réfugié au Yémen.
Assassinat de deux membres du Parti 
socialiste yéménite.- Le deuxième secré
taire du PSY du gouvernorat dlbb gouver
norat dlbb, M. Nou'man Qassem et un 
passager de sa voiture ont été tués lors 
d'un attentat, lundi 2 décembre. Les coups 
de feu mortels seraient partis d’un voiture 
blanche, selon les témoins.

Au Conseil des ministre tenu jeudi 5 dé
cembre, une SARL de pêche a été créée 
afin de contribuer au développement du 
secteur halieutique.

Les ministres ont également débattu des 
moyens de lutte contre les maladies con
tagieuses et les diarrhés, sous l'égide du 
ministère de la santé et grâce à 
l’assistance des organisations internatio
nales.
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Première exposition sur l'agriculture, la pêche et l'industrie agro-alimentaire à Sanaa

Le progrès agricole 
en vitrine

Des veaux et des poulets 
en batterie, des moto
pompes de fabrication lo
cale, des maquettes 
d’usines et de barrages hy
drauliques, des céréales, 
fruits et légumes en culture 
intensive à la récolte tradi
tionnelle du fameux miel 
Hadrami de Wadi Dohan, 
ou du café de Bani Mattar, 
en passant par l’exhibition 
de "monstruosités" géné
tiques comme des chevraux 
bicéphales ou des veaux 
siamois en bocal, la pre
mière foire-exposition sur 
l'agriculture, la pêche et 
l'industrie agro-alimentaire 
yéménites, pour le moins 
éclectique, balance entre le 
comice agricole et le salon 
des techniques de pointe.

Dans tous les cas 
l'exposition Agrifex 91, ou
verte à Sanaa jeudi 5 dé
cembre pour une durée de 
neuf jours, est une première 
dans la nouvelle répu
blique, peu rompue à ces 
méthodes de commerciali
sation et de relations pub
liques que sont les 
"vitrines" des salons et au
tres foires-expositions.

Les salons: 
un nouveau créneau

Une société de services 
de Sanaa dont ce n'était pas 
la spécialité en dix ans 
d'existence, semble s'être 
résolument lancée sur ce 
nouveau créneau: après une 
exposition industrielle jor
dano-yéménite en mai 
dernier, elle a assuré 
l'organisation de cette ex
position agricole, sous le 
patronage du ministère de 
l'Agriculture et avec le sou
tien des ministères de 
l'industrie et de la pêche. 
En mai prochain, son pro
priétaire prévoit la tenue 
d'un salon sur la santé - 
médicaments et équipeme
nts hospitaliers- dans les lo
caux de l'université de Sa
naa, parrainé par le 
ministère de la Santé.

Pour les participants à 
Agrifex 91, l'objectif est 
double: se faire connaître 
du public yéménite -y com
pris des plus jeunes qui 
viennent en visite scolaire- 
et des professionnels 
étrangers susceptibles 
d'acheter les produits lo
caux et favoriser ainsi les 
exportations, selon les 
propres termes de 
l'organisateur, qui estime à 
2.000 le nombre de visi

teurs quotidiens, sans dis
poser de méthode vraiment 
fiable de comptage...

L'exposition agricole de 
Sanaa peut remplir son rôle 
de "vitrine" pour les Yémé
nites mais elle peut diffi
cilement doper les exporta
tions agricole d'un pays qui 
importe 50% de sa nourri
ture et qui ne vend à 
l'étranger que de rares pro
duits (fruits de mer, peaux 
et café dans des quantités 
marginales...). Car , si per
fectionnées que soient les 
techniques d'élevage et de 
cultures intensives expo
sées ici par des entreprises 
privées, les services sani
taires ou de recherche 
agronomique et les organis
mes d'approvisionnement 
militaires, qui a permis un 
essor indéniable de la pro
duction, les consommateurs 
yéménites en absorbent la 
quasi-totalité.

La visite de cette exposi
tion conduit à un autre con

stat: la grande majorité des 
stands sont ornés 
d'affiches à en-têtes de so
ciétés étrangères, qu'il 
s'agisse de simples consul
tants ou de fournisseurs 
d’usines clé-en-mains, par
mi lesquels on note une 
forte présence néérlan
daise, ou bien 
d'organisations internatio
nales d'aide au développe
ment

Anti-stress
pour les poulets

En parcourant les stands 
cependant, on peut mesur
er l’ampleur de certaines 
réussites de l'agriculture et 
de la pêche yéménites. 
Ainsi, comme dans de 
nombreux pays de la ré
gion, l'élevage en batterie 
a permis de réduire à 
moins de 10% la dépen
dance extérieure en poulets 
et oeufs: dans une usine 
proche de Dhamar, 8.000 

volailles sont livrées prêts à 
consommer chaque jour et 
un élevage des environs de 
Sanaa affiche 57 millions 
d'oeufs en production an
nuelle. Cette réussite repose 
sur l'utilisation des tech
niques d’élevage les plus 
avancéescomme en témoig
nent les dizaines de flacons 
de tranquilisants, anti-stress 
et autres vitamines qui ta
pissent les fonds des 
stands...

Dans un autre registre, la 
production locale 
d'équipements agricoles est 
également mise en avant: 
moto-pompes hydrauliques, 
petites moissonneuses mais 
aussi des barques de pêche 
en fibre de verre fabriquées 
à Taëz.

"Soldats-paysans" 
dans le nord

Enfin, avec force photos, 
maquettes et étals de fruits 
et légumes variés, de gigan
tesques fermes de polycul
ture présentent leurs réali
sations dans des régions où 
l'autorité de l'Etat reste in
certaine. Sur les photos, on 
aperçoit des "paysans- 
soldats", le casque sur la 
tête et une pioche à la main. 
Commentaire d'un colonel 
responsable de ce pro
gramme de mise en valeur 
de certaines terres du nord: 
"Là où l'Etat ne peut 
s'imposer par la force, il 
s'implante par 
l'agriculture"...
Le hall d'exposition d'Agrifex 91 se 
trouve entre les rues n° 13 et Zubeiri, à 
proximité de Yemen International Tél
écommunications.

Télévision 
en français

La chaîne d'Aden com
mencera à diffuser des 
films français sous- 
titrés en arabe à partir 
de cette semaine et 
ceci tous les samedis à 
22 heures.
D'autres programmes 
en langue française se
ront proposés aux télé
spectateurs dans la 
nouvelle grille de pro
gramme mise en place 
au mois de janvier.

Conférences
Langues sud-
arabiques: A leur re
tour d'une nouvelle 
mission sur l'île de So- 
qotra et dans les ré
gions d'Aden et de la 
Tihama les menbres de 
la mission d'enquête 
linguistique au Yémen 
donneront une confér
ence au Centre Yémé
nite d'Etudes et de Re
cherche le dimanche 
15 décembre à 10 
heures.
Les trois menbres 
s'exprimeront en 
français mais une tra
duction consécutive en 
arabe sera proposée. La 
conférence portera sur 
les langues sud- 
arabiques parlées à So
qotra et dans le Mahra 
et qui constituent de 
véritables langues à la 
différence des nom
breux dialectes arabes.
Renseignements:77523 
Médecine:
Le Professeur T.S. 
Vinh, médecin des 
Hôpitaux de Paris pro
noncera deux confér
ences, en anglais, le 
lundi 16 décembre à 11 
heures à l'hôpital Al- 
Thawra et le même 
jour à 19 h30 au Syndi
cat des médecins près 
de l'hôtel Hadda.
La première confér
ence présentera les ré
sultats d'une étude sur 
le traitement des frac
tures de la jambe et la 
seconde portera sur les 
tumeurs osseuses.
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WORDS OF WISDOM
If you can smile when 

you’re feeling your worst, 
then you’ve mastered the 
art of self-control.* * *

Feeling guilty seldom 
accomplishes anything.* * *

Sometimes good inten
tions lead to bad results.* * *

Brave souls stare down 
their fears quietly with
out drawing attention to 
themselves.

* * *

Honesty works for 
everyone. * * *

Wisdom is knowing 
when to sit down and 
shut up. ♦ * *

The older we get, the 
more fearful we become.* * *

A word of cheer can 
shoot an arrow of hope 
into someone’s heart.
© 1991, Tribune Media Services

WOULD YOU BELIEVE
Nearly one of every 10- 

U.S. residents relies on 
food stamps to help put 
food on the table.

Two 11-year-old girls 
recently drove 10 hours 
from West Virginia to 
Kentucky on their own. 
They made it safely, even 
stopping for gas along the 
way. Their reason? They 
wanted to see a newborn 
niece. * * *

A new survey found 
that the average U.S. res
ident spends almost 30 
hours a week in front of 
the television. Teen-agers 
watch the least TV, how

ever, with 23 hours a 
week. Women watch the 
most, 32 hours.* * *

In rural Russia, there’s 
a Halloween-like festival 
held at Christmas in 
which singers wish good 
health and fortune to 
neighbors who respond 
with hospitality to their 
singing and wish a painful 
death to those who don’t.* * *

A parachutist literally 
dropped in on Elizabeth 
Taylor’s last wedding 
with a video camera in his 
helmet. The pictures, 
however, didn’t come out.* * *

THIS WEEK’S

HOROSCOPE
By Joyce Jillson

Weekly Tip: Relax and tap into some Sagittarian 
optimism, and it will all work out in the end.

Aries (March 21-April 19) Love on Sunday. 
Monday, best day for making sensible holiday budget.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Get details of every
one’s itinerary. Partner starts in heck of a moon 
Monday.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Romance and enter
tainment. Back to work in earnest Monday. Co-worker 
helps carry the load.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Get in touch with 
distant family. They’re feeling sorry for themselves. 
Romance and young people dominate.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Take the high ground in a 
tiff with a cousin or sibling.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Giving in to the politi
cal situation at work is unnecessary. You weather 
uncertain times.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) You’re trying to figure 
out how to have cake and eat it, too. Good luck.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) You’d rather be alone, 
with a book or your diary. Spending resolutions. 
You’re tempted, but don’t.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) With all this ener
gy, you’ve nowhere to go? Clean the house, write 
letters or send cards.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Take and get it 
done right. Co-worker relationships and old friends 
have good advice.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Long distance calls 
... and your in-laws have big plans for you. Get the 
boss’ help.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Mate gets after you 
about finances. Innovative problem-solving.

If You Were Born This Week
You’ve got plenty of responsibility as year comes to 

close, and reputation as one who gets the job right is 
growing. Back to school in March. Fall in love in May. 
Apply yourself this summer to staying in the vanguard 
of new developments in your field.
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BRAZIL’S KING OF CARNIVAL 
RULES WITH IMAGINATION

"Intellectuals like the poor 
adore opulence." So once 
said Joaozhino Trinta, an 
Idol in Rio’s shantytowns 
whose name has become a 
legend in Brazil's wild, op
ulent two-day carnival ex
travaganza. Intellectuals 
have called him a genius, 
King Hassan II of Morocco 
has approached him to orga
nize New Year's Eve cele
brations in Rabat and he 
has even been approached 
to design an international 
carnival show for Disney 
World in the US.
In Brazil, Trinta is to carni
val what Pele was to soccer 
and Carmen Miranda to 
samba. Unlike any other 
celebrity, Trinta has largely 
achieved his fame through 
his yearly carnival perfo
mance as the leader of the 
Beija Flor samba school. 
Brazilians usually celebrate 
singer, soccer players, TV 
celebrities and car racers. 
That would seem to ex
clude Trinta from being 
legend material, but be
cause carnival is one of the 
three biggest national pas
sions, along with samba 
and soccer, he has become 
an idol who can keep five 
milion viewers seated over
night in front of TV sets to 
watch the performance of 
Beija Flor.
Last year, Beija Flor failed 
to win the award for best 
performance among the >6 
largest samba schools in 
competition. In contrast to 
the usual recriminations 
and protest that follow 
these contests, there were 
no complaints when Trinta 
admitted his defeat.
Despite his defeat, Trinta 
made his mark on the pa
rade. Through an unortho
dox mix of Lewis Carroll 
and typical Brazilian irony, 
Trinta concocted a perfor
mance called "Alice in 
Brazilian Wonderland" that 
satirized life in a country 
which government officials 
depict as the eighth-largest 
economy while a huge por
tion of the population lives 
in almost Bangladesh-like 
conditions. Performed by 
1,800 dancers, the samba 
school's show was a luxuri
ous, million-dollar extrava
ganza featuring computer
ized lighting and sound, 
whimsical parade cars erot
ic costumes.
The Rio carnival's number- 
one-show-man is perhaps 
the most Brazilian of all 
Brazilian contemporary 
idols. Born to a poor, 
working-class family in the 
northern state of Maran
hao, one of the most im

poverished regions of the 
country, he had to overcome 
great odds to achieve suc
cess. Local teenagers often 
have no alternative but to 
become migrant rural la
borers or wildcat gold 
seekers in the rivers of the 
Amazons.
Trinta, however, wanted to 
be a professional dancer. 
In the early 1950s, he 
boarded a boat and sailed 
for Rio where he audi
tioned for Brazil's leading 
ballet dance group. His ap
plication was rejected be
cause, being a diminutive 
five feet tall, he was not 
considered suitable for the 
job.
To survive, in his own 
words, he "fell back into 
reality" and began to dis
ign decorations for carni
val ballrooms in hotels and 
social clubs around Rio. 
Trinta first started working 
with Samba schools in 
1968. By 1976, he had 
moved to Nilopolis, a town 
just north of Rio, and be
came the carnival master 
for Beija Flor, then an un
known samba school. He 
worked for Abrahao Diniz, 
one of Rio's most powerful 
godfathers. So, he decided 
to present a show praising 
the Brazilian military dic
tatorship and commis
sioned Trinta to organize a 
luxurious parade saluting 
the so-called Brazilian mir
acle with the theme 
"Wonder Years?"
The parade was a success 
due to its sumptuous cha
rachters and creativity, but 
the intelligentsia reacted 
angrily. Intellectuals and 
opposition militants ac
cused Trinta of political 
manipulation and using 
glitzy techniques to mis
lead the poor people of 
Rio's shantytowns. During 
the sour exchange of accu
sations, Trinta made his 
now-famous statement 
about 'favela' (shantytown) 
dwellers and intellectuals 
("intellectuals like poverty- 
the poor odore opulence"). 
His controversial words 
propelled the one-time 
frustrated professional 
dancer from anonymity in 
1976 to the most well- 
known personality in the 
Brazilian carnival today. 
Fifteen carnivals later, the 
left surrendered itself to 
the exuberant charm and 
creativity of this carnival 
wizard. The reconciliation 
started in 1989 when Trin
ta shocked carnival lovers 
with a parade in which lux
ury gave way to poverty.

Continued from p. 7
DRY FARMING:

The Regional Experiences and Lessons for Yemen
Results to date have been very encourag
ing. Because a smaller area was cultivat
ed, albeit more intensively, production 
costs were significantly reduced. The 
plots irrigated by catchment water were 
smaller, required less seed and labor, but 
produced more. In every trial, overall pro
duction costs were Cut by between 21 and 
34 per cent, and yields per hectare often 
doubled.
ICARDA has also conducted water har
vesting research along the arid northwest
ern coast of Egypt around the town of 
Mersa Matruh, where annual rainfall is 
about 140 millimeters. ICARDA scienti
sts believe that Roman engineers once de
vised advanced water harvesting technol
ogies for this area, making it the so-called 
"bread basket" of the Empire. Today the 
land barely supports a population of 
100,000, and suffers from the all-too- 
frequent effects of overgrazing: bare and 
powdery soil highly vulnerable to wind 
and water erosion.
During an extensive evaluation of rain-fed 
zones around Mersa Matruh researchers 
from ICARDA and the Egyptian Soil and 
Water Research Institute found that vari
ous means of water harvesting are still 
used in this area. Along the coastal strip, 
which extends about 10 kilometers inland, 
farmers and nomads draw water from nat
urally occurring subterranean passage
ways. The water from this source is most
ly used for livestock and the cultivation of

fruits trees. Further inland, in the so-called 
barley strip, many bedouins have built 
cisterns and dikes in wadis are becoming 
increasingly common, and the water is be
ing used to irrigate fruit trees. Further in
land still is the range land, where annual 
rainfall rarely exceeds a scant 50 millime
ters.
The beauty of water harvesting is its sim
plicity. As Dr. Oweis says, "On land re
ceiving 150 millimeters of rainfall, hardly 
any crop can be produced. But if half the 
land is used to water the other half, then 
you double the water in one half to 300 
millimeters, enough for barley or maybe 
wheat. If you take water from two-third of 
land and use it for the other third you can 
get 450 millimeters." The lange of water 
harvesting systems available, both modern 
and conventional, promises to significantly 
increase agricultural productivity in many 
areas, and to make farming possible where 
it was previously believed to be impossi
ble.
Vast areas of North Africa and West Asia 
receive less than 200 millimeters of rain
fall per year, and thus are either complete
ly unproductive or are being used to sup
port livestock. Says ICARDA's Dr. Oweis: 
"Without water harvesting, no benefit is 
received from these rains. But if you de
velop only one-fourth of these lands, you 
have the potential of changing the face of 
agriculture in the region."
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Arab Israeli Talks 
Back on Track

The second round of bilat
eral talks between the Arab 
countries and Israel started 
in Washington, DC, yester
day, December 10th.
The talks should have start
ed one week earlier (on the 
4th), but the Israeli side, in 
a visible desire not to com
ply with American arrange
ments, proposed to start the 
talks on the 9th. The Arab 
side, on its side decided not 
to meet on the 9th which 
coincides with the anniver
sary of the launching of the 
Intifadha.
The White House spokes
man pointed to the 
American desire now that 
the talks are underway, that 
they should involve sub
stantive matters rather than 
procedural issues to which 
the Israeli wish to limit it.
In the meanwhile, Israel is 
trying to find ways to shift 
the location of the talks, if 
at least the next round of 
negotiations. It is an amaz
ing twist in events that it is 
the Arab side that is insis
ting on US patronage while 
the Israelis try to avoid it

6th ISLAMIC 
SUMMIT

CONVENES
Twenty heads of states and 
governments and other 
senior officials - represent
ing a total of forty six Mus
lim countries have homed 
in on Dakar, the Senega
lese capital, for the Sixth Is
lamic Summit, which start
ed at noon local time on 
Monday December 9th.
The forty sixth country, 
which joined only a couple 
of weeks back is the Re
public of Azerbaijan, which 
is one of the republics 
which broke away from the 
USSR.
The current Islamic Summit 
has several pre-cooked 
resolutions, one of which 
will condemn Iraq's inva
sion of Kuwait.
The Islamic summits have 
been, in the past, very inef
fective in achieving any
thing tangible. The hope is 
that this summit will expe
dite the reconciliation pro
cess that has been timidly 
started by some countries.

LIBYA WINCES 
UNDER WESTERN

ACCUSATIONS

The controversy over the 
Libyan role in blowing up 
the Pan Am airlines over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 
1988 continues to exacer
bate relations between Lib
ya on the one hand, and the 
USA, and Britain on the 
other. That incident alone 
left 270 persons dead. In a 
separate incident, France 
accuses Libyan involve
ment in the blowing-up of 
a UTA plane in Chad 
while transporting 135 
French troops back home. 
Libya is trying hard to dif
fuse the issues, and has put 
the two persons accused of 
planting the bomb (mr. 
Abdul-Basit Ali Mo
hammed Al-Mijrahi and 
Mr. Al-Ameen Khalifah 
Faheemah) on trial in Lib
ya. It has also invited the 
participation of interna
tional judges to attend the 
trials.
Libya has asked for the 
intervention on this matter 
by Arab as well as other 
countries that are friendly 
to the West.

FRANCE PROTESTS 
TO LEBANON ON 

DISSIDENTS
France and Lebanon were 
at odds through-out the last 
two weeks regarding a list 
of Hrawi foes residing in 
France that was leaked to 
the Lebanese embassy and 
from there to Beirut. A Par
is district sergeant, whose 
name has not been released, 
admitted passing a list of 85 
Lebanese dissidents to a se
curity agent, "who was a 
friend" at the Lebanese Em
bassy in Paris.
Jean-Jack Queyranne, a 
spokesman for the ruling 
Socialist Party said that the 
sergeant has been suspend
ed from duty, and that the 
relevant authorities are 
looking into the proper dis
ciplinary measures.
In the meanwhile, France 
has protested to the Leba
nese government and asked 
for assurances that the per
sons on the list will not be 
subjected to any penal ac
tion. The people on the list, 
67 Lebanese, 12 French, 
and 6 North Africans, were 
detained for ID checks fol
lowing the 21st October 
demonstrations against Mr. 
Hrawi during his Paris visit.

INDOSUEZ - YEMEN 
INVITES A 

DISTINGUISHED 
PHYSICIAN

Banque Indosuez - 
Yemen, in cooperation with 
the French Embassy, has 
invited Mr. T.S. Vinh, MD 
PhD, a distinguished pro
fessor of medicine and a 
surgeon in Paris. Dr. Vinh 
will lecture on Monday De
cember 16th, at 11:00am, 
at Al-Thawrah Hospital, on 
"Inter tibio-fibular autoge
nous bone grafting in the 
infectious and non-union 
complications about leg 
fractures. A review of 112 
cases in Cochin Hospital". 
He will also give another 
lecture entitled "Our Experi
ence in the Management of 
Reconstructive Procedures 
for Bone Malignant Tu
mors" on the same day at 
7:30pm at the Yemeni Doc
tors' Syndicate, near Had
dah Hotel.
The medical profession, as 
well as students and the in
terested public, are invited 
to the lectures and the 
question and answer ses
sions that will follow.
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DUTCH TOLERANCE: 
A MUCH NEEDED 

VIRTUE IN THE 
NEW EUROPE

The Netherlands had 
fought an 80-year War of 
Independence (from 1568 
to 1648) to free itself noy 
only from the dominance 
of one religion, but free
dom of conscience for 
all, in general. This coun
try had freely admitted 
successive waves of refu
gees fleeing religious 
persecution from nearby 
Europe as well as from 
far-away lands.
Religion was and would 
remain a trull dominant 
part of peoples’ lives. 
And to understand the 
history and the way 
Dutch society developed, 
this is where we have to 
begin, because the 80- 
year struggle laid the bas
ic for socio-culture, eco
nomic and political life 
up to the present day.
The 17th century, known 
as the Golden Age, is 
usually associated with 
the acquisition of fabu
lous wealth that would 
make the Netherlands 
one of the richest coun
tries in the world. It was 
also a period in which 
people of many faiths, 
especially Protestants and 
Jews found a way to live 
with each other.
When the Netherlands 
became a monarchy in 
the early 19th century, 
the borders were final 
and firmly established. 
That was in 1839, and it 
consisted of three very 
distinct religious regions. 
In the north and north
east, liberal protestantism 
was the norm. Orthodox 
Calvinism held sway in 
the central region earning 
that particular area the 
dubious title of bible belt. 
And to the south, below 
the great rivers, the Rhine 
and the Meuse, were the 
Catholics. The religious 
divisions of the country 
into three separate re
gions would lead to a 
phenomenon that is so 
essentially Dutch that 
other languages do not 
even have words to ex
press it.
The greatest change in 
the Netherlands' religions 
profile is the arrival of a 
fourth major faith- Islam.

With an estimated 
500,000 members, the 
Muslim community is the 
fourth largest religious 
group in the Netherlands 
comprised primarily of 
immigrants. "The majori
ty of Muslim immigrant 
workers here are work
ing-class people ." Says 
Achmed El Hejou, chair
man of the Dutch Muslim 
Information Centre and 
the Imam of the Mosque 
in Zoetermeer near The 
Hague. "They are rarely 
well-educated and it is 
hard for them to formu
late or even talk about 
their beliefs in 
coherent ways. Yet, my 
experience is that in the 
work place there is a 
great willingness to ac
commodate our religious 
practices and even a re
spect for the sincerity of 
our religious practices," 
El Helou added.
The Imam went to Hol
land at a time when 
Dutch people were going 
through great changes, 
especially in religious 
terms. "The whole way 
of living is now different, 
and lifestyle seems to 
have become the new 
religion, with the shop
ping mall as its temple. It 
is difficult for Muslims to 
understand. But I think 
the Dutch also have diffi
culty understanding us." 
However, inspite of the 
difficulties arising from 
the co-existence of two 
very different cultures, 
the Imam is optimistic 
for the future.
Religious tolerance is 
still an active, integral 
part of Dutch society, and 
perhaps even more so 
now denominational dif
ferences no longer play a 
determining role in every 
-day life. Democracy is 
too well-rooted there.
The new right-wing anti
immigrants wave that 
currently plagues Europe 
can a lot of the Dutch 
history of tolerance. The 
world needs more enligh
tened and tolerant people 
- like the Dutch, rather 
than the ethnocentric 
feelings that dominate 
some countries today.

Unesco says 100m children 
have no access to schooling

More than 100 million children across 
the world still have no access to school
ing, Unesco Director-General Federico 
Mayour said last week during his visit to 
Manila.
Mayor said the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Culture Organiza
tion (UNESCO) was battling to make 
basic education a major issue on global 
and national agendas.
But efforts to educate more children in 
southern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa 
were being undermined by crushing ex
ternal debt, domestic unrest and deep- 
rooted poverty, Mayor said.
Illiteracy rates in several of the poorest 
Third World countries remained above 
50%.
Mayor said education was under chal
lenge for many reasons.
"For many countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa and southern Asia, for example, 
crushing external debt, internal strife, 
and absolute poverty conspire to make 
literacy and EFA (education for all) 
goals an ever-receding target," he de
clared.
"Even if they spend proportionately 
more of their budgets on education than 
other countries and receive larger 
amounts of external assistance, both 
quality and participation rates seems to 
be eroding," Mayor added, without iden
tifying specific countries.
He said in richer industrialised nations, 
the problems were different but equally 
serious.
"In the countries of the North there is a 
sometimes reluctant acknowledgement 
that universal primary schooling can 
conceal potentially explosive problems 
beneath the surface."
These included declining levels of quali
ty and achievement, even compared to 
countries spending only a fraction of 
what they spend on schooling, a grow
ing rejection by the young of irrelevant 
programs of study, and persistent ne
glect of special groups not catered for 
by standard schooling systems.
Mayor said that in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe there was "a frightening 
realisation that difficult educational re
form must accompany with equal vigour 
and speed the global transformation of 
their societies.
Enrolment in the world's primary 
schools had risen 38% to 597 million in 
1988 from 433 million in 1970, while 
the numbers of pre-schools had doubled 
in the same period.
"However, there are still well over 100 
million children with no access to 
schooling," Mayor stated.
The majority of the countries that lack 
educational facilities are in the Third 
World, which suffers from the highest 
ratio in this regard. Within the Third 
World, the least developed countries, of 
which Yemen is one, suffer from the 
highest ratio of educational deprivation. 
In the Republic of Yemen, over one mil
lion children are still out of schools, 
while another half a million go to 
schools that have inadequate facilities.
In some cases, children study under 
trees of in in simple shacks. Books, 
teachers, and such vital needs are not 
available. Yemen has pledged to raise 
the number of children who have access 
to schools to 80% by the year 2000.

IMPLICATIONS OF 
THE DISINTEGRATION

OF THE USSR
The leaders of the newly-established re
publics of Russia, Byelorussia, and the 
Ukraine signed a treaty that has created a 
new axis within the region of eastern Eu
rope. This step carries a death blow to the 
USSR or whatever is left of it.
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin said that Pres
ident Mikhail Gorbachev should stop try
ing to save the USSR or even to attempt to 
form a new confederation. Instead, he 
called on all to work towards a 
"commonwealth".
Speaking to the Byelorussian parliament in 
Minsk, Mr. Yeltsin made clear he saw no 
future in President Gorbachev's faltering 
attempts to negotiate a new treaty for a un
ion of sovereign states. "The participants 
are becoming fewer and fewer. If it contin
ues like this, there will be nobody around 
the table at all," he said. Yeltsin added that 
the remaining republics still had common 
interests and indicated that "This is a suffi
cient basis for a commonwealth of states".
Yeltsin said that Russia had its own plans, 
part of which was the tripartite agreement 
signed earlier this week. The agreement 
was concluded in talks to which President 
Gorbachev has not been invited.
In the meanwhile, the world is steadily 
recognizing one state after another of the 
former Soviet republics. It is expected that 
the USSR will be formally dissolved at the 
end of this evolution - a process that could 
take place as soon as within 1992.
Even today, the position of Mr. Gorbachev 
is very precarious. The once all powerful 
post of President of the USSR has become 
an empty shell. President Gorbachev finds 
increasingly he has no real job. Within 
1992, the question of President Gorbachev 
being president of what will definitely be 
an interesting political satire.
The rest of the world remains anxious 
about the future of the USSR. More accu
rately, the world is anxious of the military 
arsenal that used to belong to the USSR. 
The question is "Who will control those 
arms, and whether the world will have to 
deal with half a dozen countries which 
have nuclear capabilities?"
The Republic of Russia is trying very hard 
to become the legal heir of the military ar
senal of the USSR. Although this has not 
been openly contested yet, it will definitely 
not pass without quite a bit of give and take 
with the other republics.
Another source of headache to the rest of 
the world is the loans owed by the USSR. 
Who will pay the more than US$70 billion 
owed by the USSR?
One final issue in the disintegration of the 
USSR is the border question between the 
various republics, specially in light of the 
large minorities that live in almost every 
one of them. Within the Sovietization 
scheme of the USSR, large groups of peo
ples were moved from one republic to an
other. Already, this issue is putting a seri
ous strain on relations among the republics, 
and on relations with their neighbors.
In the final analysis, the West in particular, 
and the rest of the world, in general, is go
ing through a lot of soul-searching regard
ing the implications of the disintegration of 
the USSR. In the meanwhile, the Soviet 
military, although paralyzed by the failed 
coup in August, is expected to actively in
tervene in the way events are unfolding. 
1992 will provide the answers to most of 
these questions.
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UNIFEM'S drive to Help
Yemeni Women

The United Nations Devel
opment Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM) was established 
in 1976 as a voluntary fund 
to assist in the UN Decade 
for Women. The fund's 
name changed to UNIFEM 
in 1985. Its main activity is 
to provide direct financial 
and technical support to 
low-income women in de
veloping countries, in an 
attempt to raise their living 
standards. It also funds ac
tivities that bring women 
into main-stream develop
ment.
After the Gulf War, UNI
FEM decided to formulate 
a recovery program for the 
women of three countries 
Lebanon, Jordan and 
Yemen. A one-million US 
dollar, to be expanded to 
US$3 million next year, 
was made available to help 
initiate the project.
A UNIFEM delegation was 
on a fact-finding mission 
in Yemen. Accord
ing to Irene Santia
go, Chief of the 
Asia/Pacific 
Section of 
UNIFEM and 
the head of the 
delegation, 
"We are in 
searching for 
programs 
which are
oriented towards 
women in general, 
and those who have 
returned from the Gulf 
in particular." The team has 
already been in Lebanon 
and Jordan and Yemen is 
their last stop. Ms Santiago 
added that the group will 
go back to report on their 
field visits and complete

the paperwork to initiate 
the assistance programs. 
Ms Rebecca P. Smith from 
Manila, Philippines who is 
a UNIFEM consultant, 
pointed out that the thrust 
of the of their efforts is "to 
give Yemeni women a 
chance as bread-earners".

"We would like to nurture 
any women in the commu
nity and provide them with 

the skill that would al
low them to take 

care of them
selves," she 
said. "There is 
an immidiate 
need to look 
into pro
grams or pro
jects in order 
to promote 
women as 

partners in de
velopment and 

that we would 
like to look into 

their contribution in 
more than just the tradi
tional way."
Another UNIFEM consul

tant, Ms Zina Mounla, 
from New York, indicated 
that the team is fully cons
cious of the socio-cultural

platform on which they 
work. "But, we are interest
ed in bringing about certain 
changes that will help im
prove the lot of Yemeni 
women. And please recall 
that change is easier to 
achieve during moments of 
'crisis' as is the case today

in this region," she said. 
She also explained that the 
program envisages the es
tablishment of a revolving 
fund that will provide seed 
capital on a soft loan basis 
to female entrepreneurs. 
"Apart from providing cap
ital, there will be a training 
program that will enable 
women to acquire marketa
ble skills," said Z. Mounla. 
Ms. Irene Santiago ex
plained further that the ob
jective is to fight the phe
nomenon of "stranded 
women in society". The 
drive is to help women be
come independent earners 
of income and contributors 
to the modern sectors of 
the economy. "We will 
train women in such skills 
as marketing, information, 
technologies, book keep
ing, and other skills," she 
went on to say.

Dr. Thoraya A. Obaid, 
Program Manager of the 
Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) and also an 
old collaborator with the 
UNIFEM, indicated that 
the program will require 
the support of the various 
government agencies arid 
sectors of the economy.
"The effort is basically to 
come up with a program 
that will address the needs 
of women for income. We

want to know the situation 
in Yemen and to identify 
female partners that will be 
able to benefit from the 
program," she added.
The group has made con
tact with the Ministry of 
Planning, Ministry of So
cial Affairs, the Yemeni 
Women Union, as well as 
several individuals dedicat
ed to the welfare of women 
in Yemen. The mission's 
contact point in Yemen is, 
of course the UNDP office 
whose representative, Sima 
Kanaan, attended our talks.

"What UNIFEM is trying 
to do which is new, not 
only in terms of Yemeni 
women, but also Arab 
women, is to address the is
sue of female helplessness 
in economic life openly and 
try to rectify it by working 
with a number of local and 
international organizations," 
Dr. Thoraya pointed out. 
She also insisted "UNIFEM 
is trying to help women be
come producers of market
able goods and services.

This means enabling them 
to own shops, start enter
prises, participate in pro
jects, etc. The idea is to 
overcome the dependency 
phenomenon in which 
women have to be 'given' 
or supported," she said.
"UNIFEM targets different 
groups of women on the 
basis of need," pointed out 
Santiago. Need here is 
identified as the level of 
impact UNIFEM funds 
have on women's lives.

Continues on page 8


