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Relations Between the Bosses 
and the Party Rank-and-File

Over the last three weeks, there has been an uneasy 
relationship between the leaderships of the political 
parties and the rank-and-file. In party after another, 
the bosses were unable to guide the selection of the 
‘proper’ candidates for their parties. Even once a 
candidate is jointly agreed upon, other party mem
bers - dissatisfied with the choice - declare them
selves candidates standing as independents.
In many constituencies, the leaderships of the 
parties may have had other plans, and may have 
even made commitments, which they were unable 
to honor. This is specially true in the Yemeni 
Socialist Party, which has lost many important 
allies and friends in Taiz governorate. The People’ 
General Congress was more smooth in handling the 
situation - it bought its way out of trouble.
What does it all mean?
It means that the flow of information and com 
munication between the party bosses the cadres is 
not good and/or insufficient It also means that 
party loyalty is non-existent. To many individuals 
their personal ambition is more' important than what 
the party bosses want. This happens because: 
a) the party leadership has insufficient credibility 

(and by the way, none of the party leaders of the 
big parties has been elected by the rank and file);

b) the party decisions are not based on feedback 
from the grass-roots level, thus there is a break 
down in understanding and communication.

This is a frightening situation because it mean 
that nobody can really trust the party leadership, a 
it may be unable to deliver on its promises and 
commitments. This is specially serious, if there is a 
change in leadership, as the decision of parties is 
not based on institutional ground-work, but rather 
under the influence of a few individuals.
It is yet a long time before proper 
party structures can evolve. But 
democratization within the party 
apparatus will go a long way to 
helping resolve this matter.

35,000 
Soldiers 

Occupy Sanaa 
Streets !

No, it is not what you 
think. These are the good 
guys.
Yemen Times learned that 
some 35,000 soldiers will 
man the streets of Sanaa 
on election eve. Moreover, 
three mounted/armored 
vehicles will guard each 
polling station in Sanaa. In 
other cities, as well as in 
the countryside, the secur
ity level will be increased. 
Yemen is going to have its 
elections, and precautions 
are underway to stop any 
monkey business.
At another level, political 
maneuvering has reached 
new highs this week as the 
free for all race is in full 
motion.
Basically, there are five 
large parties, and the 
Baath is not one of them. 
The club of five includes 
the People’s General 
Congress (PGC), the 
Yemeni Congregation for 
Reform (Islah), Yemeni 
Socialist Party (YSP), 
the Tanzeem Asha’abi 
Al-Wahdawi An-Nasseri 
(Nasserite), and Rabitat 
Abnaa Al-Yemen (Ra
bitah).
Candidates of the five 
parties, in addition to 
many smaller parties and 
independents, are com
peting for the 301 seats in 
parliament. The political

alliances which have 
evolved recently are not 
really surprising. The PGC 
and the Islah have teamed 
up, and facing them is the 
team of the YSP and the 
Nasserites. The arrange
ments are such that if 
neither party in a team can 
win, then either one gives 
its support to the candidate 
of the other to stop the 
opposing team from 
snatching the constituency. 
Records from the Supreme 
Electoral Committee show 
that there were (4814) 
applications for candi
dature for the (301) seats 
in parliament. Of these 
candidates, a mere 38, or 
less than one percent, are 
females.
The SEC indicated that 24 
applications have been 
disqualified for technical 
reasons and because of 
incomplete documentation. 
The distribution of can
didates fielded by political 
parties is as follows:

PGC 291
Islah 266
YSP 228
Rabitah 94
Nasserites 66
Baath 22
Tagammu’ 16
Others 53
Total Parties 1036 
Independents 3778 
Total 4814

Of these applicants, some 
60% are expected to drop 
off the race before April 
17th. The remaining can
didates will compete in the 
race for membership in the 
House of Representatives. 
Meanwhile, there is a lot of 
political manipulation and 
cajoling to win friends and 
allies, specially by the two 
ruling parties. There has 
been a lot of favor buying 
(PGC style) and blackmail 
and smear campaigns 
(YSP style).
At the same time, the SEC 
is still trying to bring a 
semblance of dignity and 
decency to the elections 
process. It has forced the 
official media to provide 
the same coverage - in 
terms of quality and space/ 
time - to all political 
parties as it had done to the 
PGC. It has even invited 
the independents. There is 
one little catch. The can
didates of political parties 
get two exposures - one 
through the party program, 
and the second along with 
the independents.
Whatever the shortcomings 
there is no doubt that the 
elections are a milestone in 
the political evolution of 
the Country. Improvements 
will come with time.
Let us just hope that the 
process remains peaceful. 
That will be a real accom
plishment!
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Rothmans Dart League 
Get-Together

At the end of the Winter 
Dart’s League, Rothmans 
is sponsoring a ‘Presenta
tion Night’ at the Sheraton 
Hotel (Sanaa) on April 
21st. The event starts at 7 
pm, and will take place at 
Al-Mandar Room on the 
eighth floor.
Trophies will be presented 
to the winners of the 
Winter League, and an 
open darts tournament will 
be held. Invitations to the 
Summer League will also 
be available.
Rothmans told the Yemen 
Times that anyone wishing 
to participate in the open 
tournament or the Summer 
League are most welcome. 
Interested persons may call 
Mr. Tomlinson at 215790.

Farah Aideed in Sanaa

Somali faction leader 
Farah Mohammad Aideed 
concluded a four-day visit 
to the Republic of Yemen. 
During the visit, he met 
with Yemeni officials to 
explain the recent develop
ments as well as the up
coming arrangements. He 
also met with Somali 
nationals whom he asked 
for understanding.

Foreigners in Yemen 
Participate in Their

Countries’ Referendums

The Eritrean community in 
Yemen has been invited by 
that country’s representa
tion in Sanaa to participate 
in the referendum sched
uled for 16-18th of April. 
The people of Eritrea are 
being asked to determine 
the fate of their country, 
and the kind of association 
they desire with Ethiopia. 
Eritrea has been part of 
Ethiopia for the better part 
of the last three decades.
On the 23rd, the Russians 
in Yemen are invited to 
give their say in a referen
dum on their country’s 
economic policies. Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
the Parliament have been 
at loggerheads regarding 
who is in charge.

Unpaid Soldiers Make 
Trouble

Reports have it that the 
Soldiers in the military 
garrison out in Kamaran 
islands have arrested their 
commander and his assis
tants. They long had a 
grudge against the com
mander who they perceive 
as cheating them on their 
dues and rights. But the 
issue that triggered the in
cident is the delay in pay
ment of salaries.
Similar circumstances in 
Al-Maharah governorate is 
reported to have made two 
battalions cross over into 
the Sultanate of Oman and 
surrendered their weapons 
to the Omani authorities. 
Vice President Ali Salim 
Al-Beedh’s visit to Oman 
was partly to resolve this 
matter.

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY

We are looking for a qualified 
individual for the position of 

ARABIC ENGLISH TRANSLATOR. 
The position requires the following:

* Ability to translate both verbal and written 
communication between Arabic and English, 

* Ability to prepare and understand highly 
technical and/or legal documents.

Candidates must have a minimum of 3 years 
experience in Translation work and 4 year 
college degree is preferred.
Must be a YEMENI NATIONAL and fluent in 
ENGLISH and ARABIC.
If you meet the above requirements, please 
forward your resume’ and a photograph to:

Yemen Hunt Oil Company, 
Attn: Personnel Department, 

P. O. Box 481, Sanaa, 
Republic of Yemen

AMIDEAST
Announces Our New 

Direct Placement Service 
for Academic Study in the U.S.

AMIDEAST - America/Mideast Educational & 
Training Services, Inc. with over 40 years of 

experience in the Middle East, now offers a new 
service for individuals wanting a program leading 

to a Bachelor’s Degree from a U.S. college or 
university. For a reasonable cost, this service helps 

you select an academic program suited to your 
needs, and handles all the arrangements required 
for admittance. For details and information about 

our other services, call (01) 216-975 or stop by 
our office on Baghdad Street, Sanaa (USIS/Yali

Compound). ,

♦ Short&Long Term Training ♦ Academic Advising ♦ 
♦ Computerized College Selection Software Program ♦ 

♦ Academic Testing (GED/SAT/GRE/GMAT/ & more) ♦ 
English Language Assessment (ITP/TOEFL) ♦

♦ Free Group Advising ♦ Study Tours ♦

ثانوي ثالث لطلاب الإنجليزية اللغة في تجريبية إمتحانات
Third Year Secondary School English Language Trial Exams

LITERARY SECTION:
Questions Based on Units One and Two:
A. Choose the right alternatives:
1. Arwa enjoys “recite, reciting, to recite” 
poems.
2. The mechanic is good at “mend, mend
ing, to mend” vehicles.
3. She has been here only two weeks, but she 
has already made “few, a few, little” friends.
4. After she “graduate, graduated, had 
graduated” she got a job.
5. Please don’t interrupt while I’m concen
trating “at, on, for” my homework.
6. I am too busy “realize, realizing, to 
realize” that you are sick.
7. If he “studies, studied, had studied” the 
lesson, he would know how to do the 
exercise.
8. My husband looks forward to “see, see
ing, seen” us.
9. My elder sister looks “after, for, up” the 
children.
10. He was sleepy, “because, so, as” he 
went to bed.

B. Choose the word missing in each of 
the sentences from the list below: 
revolt, rang, believe, afford, realized, 
tarmac, business, religious.
1. If my weekly pay is 100 dollars, I could 
 to marry.
2. He had scarcely swum ten yards when he 

 _______ that his raft was moving
away from him quickly.
3. Do you_____ ________ in ghosts?
4. Abduh lost his money in  
and had to sell his car.
5. No sooner had he gone to bed than the 
bell
6. Prophet Mohammed spoke about his 
 experiences.
7. Before he founded his kingdom, he put 
down the________________ .
8.  roads are being
paved in Yemen nowadays.

C. Correct the verbs in “quotes”:
1. The police kept “follow” the thief.
2. Yethrib became “know” as Al-Medina 
Al-Munawrah.
3. As a result of “be” careless, he failed his 
exams.
4. That hospital “build” in 1990.
5. Yemen used to be “rule” by an Imam.
6. We are used to “do” our exercises in class.
7. He told his followers “write” the Holy 
Quran down.
8. If she “listen” carefully, she win not ask 
the same question.
9. He must have “make “ a big profit.
10. She “be” here since the revolution.

SCIENTIFIC SECTION:
Questions Based on Unit One:

A. Correct the words in “quotes”:
1.I look forward to “see” you.
2. She used slides in order to “make” the 
lesson easy.
3.I gave up “smoke”.
4. We encountered the headmaster before 
“leave” the parking lot.
5. A kilometer is “short” than a mile.
6. If she know Samya, she “tell” her about 
your news.
7. The table is 190 cm. in “long”.
8. That school “build” last year.
9. While she “cross” the street, she met her 
friend.
10. If she “play” well, she will win the 
game.

B. Define the following:
1. a compass.
2. a file.
3. an isosceles triangle.

C. Correct the mistakes in the following 
sentences:
1. This is the girl which won the prize.
2. Last week, I sell my house.
3. She asked me what was my address.
4. Describe the long of the room.
5. The pipe is rigid, so water can pass 
through it.
6. Come and lay down in the sitting room.
7. He asked her if she has mended the car.
8. We look forward to receive a letter from 
you.
9. Hamid studied the sample careful.
10. Her hair is dark than her sister.

D. Write the following in figures:
1. Seven plus nine minus two equals 
fourteen.
2. A half minus a third equals one sixth.
3. One fifth is greater than on sixth.
4. Three multiplied by three point fourteen 
equals nine point four two.

Answers to both sections on page 15

See you next week with more examples.

Prepared by:
Jamal Shamekh, 
English Language Teacher, Yarim.
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US POST-COLD WAR INTENTIONS 
US Defence Secretary Les Aspin outlined 
recently defence cuts he said will reshape 
US post-Cold War forces for fighting Gulf 
war-type conflicts and produce an $88 
billion peace dividend.
Aspin announced a $263.4 billion defence 
budget for next year that shows how he 
expects to shape the military for fighting 
regional wars and conducting peace
keeping and relief operations like the one 
in Somalia. How?
Aspin expects to sharply cut the huge US 
troops and nuclear force aligned against the 
former Soviet Union but keep, expand and 
improve the high-tech weapons and 
methods that won the Gulf war.
“This is in many ways the first truly post
Cold War budget,” Aspin said. "It cuts 
Cold War forces and begins to buy the new 
capabilities we need to meet the new 
dangers we face.”
But opponents say Aspin and President Bill 
Clinton are cutting US defences too fast. 
Clinton’s five-year economic plan calls for 
$112 billion in defence cuts and Senate 
Armed Services Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn told the Senate that cuts related to 
defence will raise the total to $172 billion 
over five years.
Several Senate Republicans cited Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin’s struggle to stay in 
power as a sign of potential trouble. They 
wanted to restrain Clinton defence cuts on 
grounds that world dangers include 
renewed communist control of Russian 
nuclear weapons.
But Aspin said the old Soviet bloc cold war 
threat is gone and Russia is more likely to 
be a regional threat to its neighbors than 
renewed threat to the West. He suggested 
that could require US participation in some 
sort of international peace-keeping opera
tion but said “this does not require a $300 
billion defence budget.”
Aspin said the new US military force must 
be able to fight Gulf-type wars against 
potential enemies, in international peace
keeping operations for situations like 
Bosnia and Somalia. He said that will 
require fast cargo planes and ships to trans
port troops, military equipment, food and 
medicine. That translates into specific 
weapons in Aspin’s $263.4 billion budget: 
$2.6 billion for the new C-17 cargo planes 
and more than $1 billion for ships to carry 
troops and weapons.
The budget also calls for ensuring tech
nologically superior weapons by 
modernising M-l heavy battle tanks, Black
hawk helicopters, F-16 and F-14 fighter 
planes and Aegis anti-aircraft and anti
missile ships. It includes $3.8 billion for 
Strategic Defence Initiative antimissile 
defence development that used to be known 
as “star wars” for its futuristic space 
weapons. More than half of the $3.8billion 
is for better short-range anti-missiles to 
defend US troops and allies in a war as 
Patriot missiles did in the Gulf war.
These are only adjustments to the defence 
budget former president George Bush 
planned for next year, which also was 
moving to a smaller, more mobile US 
military force.
Clinton and Aspin indicated studies for 
their defence budgets after next year will 
not be completed until this summer. They 
said those budgets will be based on a new 
concept of determining what kinds of wars 
and operations US forces may undertake in 
the post-Cold War era and what weapons 
and how many troops are needed for them. 
Aspen said maintaining a US force able to 
fight one conflict like the Gulf war at a 
time would cost $90 billion.
The Somalia relief operation, for example, 
is costing about $700 million. “So the new 
budgets can be shaped by how many such 
wars and other operations the US military 
must be able to conduct simultaneously,” 
Aspen concluded.

ELECTRIC SMOG-BUSTER
It’s not going to break any speed records, 
but a Britsh-designed electric car could 
help solve pollution problems in major 
world cities.
As well as cutting the amount of poisonous 
exhaust fumes in the atmosphere, scientists 
hope it will become a status symbol for 
environmentally-aware car buyers.
The two-door hatchback, costing 13,000 
Sterling pounds, is powered by 18 12-volt 
batteries and a 60-horse-power electric 
engine, with a small petrol engine for back
up.
Called the LA 301, it takes a leisurely 17 
seconds to reach 50 mph, with a top speed 
of 75 mph. With room for five people, it 
can run for 40 to 60 miles on its battery, or 
for 150 miles with petrol engine back-up. A 
computer determines when the engine auto
matically cuts in to assist driving and 
recharging.
Batteries can be recharged by plugging into 
the mains overnight.
Within 18 months the LA 301, designed by 
Interactional Automotive Design, could 
be spearheading the Los Angeles campaign 
to clean up its air.
It enters the second phase of the 15 million 
pounds design project this month, with a 
year-long set of tests in Britain, before it 
goes into production in LA in 1994. A 
version of it could be on sale in the UK in 
three years.

Sir John Samuel, a director of the Swedish 
company Clean Air which dreamed up the 
project, said, “It is a third, fourth, or fifth 
car for a wealthy family.”
The LA 301 drives like a conventional 
automatic. But its dashboard features large 
instrument panels including a screen 
which tell the driver where city recharging 
points are.
When the Sunday Express took a short trip 
though Worthing in the car with Sir John, 
the ride was unusually smooth, in view of 
the half-ton weight of batteries.
During acceleration, the electric engine 
made occasional “whooshing” noises. 
But Sir John said it would be soundless by 
the production stage.
Environmental groups say widespread use 
of electric cars in Europe is not possible 
without California-style laws.
Starting from 1998, the law requires that at 
least 2%of all new cars sold there will have 
to be non-polluting. Nearly 50% will have 
to be low emission.
By the year 2003, 10% will have to be zero 
emission, 15% ultra-low emission and 75% 
low emission.
Each day with million cars and trucks belch 
out a concoction of fumes into the Los 
Angeles air - causing pollution 10 times 
worse than any other US city.
Scientists estimate at least 14% of the 
poisons in LA’s trademark yellow smog 
may be linked to cancer.
These health considerations, as well as the 
important long-term economic costs, have 
forced environmentalists, scientists, 
industrialists and politicians to push for 
more environment-friendly products. The 
smog-buster electric car is one of the latest 
responses in this field.
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BLAST THAT FLAB!
Dr. Maurizio Ceccarelli 
likens his invention to a 
high-speed propeller under 
water, which creates 
masses of bubbles as it 
roars into life. “The force 
of the bubbles is such that 
they actually eat into the 
metal of the propeller,” he 
says. Smiling genially, this 
well-groomed doctor 
describes how he has 
applied the principle to get 
rid of an unedifying and 
unglamourous human 
problem the build-up of 
pockets of fat.
The doctor’s Roman lady 
clients are thrilled with the 
results, he says. Now, with 
just a handful of sessions 
at his Rome studio, they 
can say goodbye to the 
dreaded cellulite, the un
sightly orange-peel effect 
on thighs, stomach and 
sometimes knees.
Ceccarelli’s new technique 
quite literally bombards 
the fat to bits. It uses ultra
sonic energy waves to 
destroy the fatty deposits 
that lie beneath the skin 
and create that ugly puck
ered effect He swears the 
treatment does not hurt. 
“There is just slight dis
comfort when the needles 
enter the flesh,” he says.
As he talks, Dr. Ceccarelli 
holds a five-pronged 
needle, the instrument of 
torture or salvation - it 
depends which way you 
look at it. “My patients are 
extremely happy with the 
treatment,” he says.
“These are people who 
want results so badly, they 
are prepared to do any
thing. Often they would go 
much further than I would 
ever let them.”
In fact, all colleagues in 
the cosmetic medicine
industry have been quick 
to acknowledge, Dr.
Ceccarelli’s technique is 
less traumatising than the 
other tried and tested 
treatment for cellulite - 
liposuction, that involves 
sucking out the fat with a 
machine not unlike a high- 
powered vacuum-cleaner. 
Liposuction has the 
advantage of giving 
instantaneous results, but 
it also involves anaesthet
ics. “It is to all effects a 
surgical operation, with all 
the problems that it 
entails,” he says. “Not 
everyone is happy to go 
through that.”
Ultra-sound has already 
been used in cosmetic 
medicine. Dr. Ceccarelli 
has taken the principle one 
step further. “I began 
studying how it works and 
I thought of using this 
process actually inside the 
tissue itself,” he said.
Since he presented a paper 
on the technique at an 
international conference in 
Rio de Janeiro last year, 
colleagues around the 
world have begun intro
ducing it in their own 
offices.
The Italian doctor has 
done extensive trials at the

University of Aquila in 
central Italy, where he is 
professor of cosmetic 
medicine. There, he first 
tried using the technique 
to eliminate benign 
tumours and cysts of fate 
that sometimes form under 
the skin. The results were 
encouraging. “It was like 
exploding a bomb in a 
room,” he said. The 
tumours completely 
disappeared after four of 
five sessions.
Breaking down deposits of 
cellulite takes slightly 
longer - up to 12 sessions, 
but once treated the fat 
pockets are gone for good. 
The treatment works by 
injecting a watery solution 
into the fatty area and then 
passing ultrasonic waves 
through the liquid. The 
action of the high-energy 
water bubbles below the 
surface of the skin has an 
explosive effect on the fat 
deposits. “Of course, it 
damages the tissue,” 
acknowledges Ceccareli. 
“But there are people who 
say ‘I am not a happy 
person living with these 
pockets of fat on my 
thighs.’”
In a profession that har
bors scores of charlatans 
with no medical diplomas, 
Dr. Ceccarelli is a bona- 
fide surgeon. As well as 
teaching at the University 
of. Aquila, he lectures 
young doctors at Rome’s 
Fatebenefratelli hospital 
which now runs a four- 
year program on cosmetic 
medicine. He is choosy 
about the techniques he 
uses, and about the type 
of person to whom he 
prescribes them many 
cellulite suffers are vic
tims of circulatory problem 
he says and cannot be 
treated with the fatblasting 
method.
Unfortunately, this pro
fession is full of people 
who want to make money 
by exploiting the unease of 
the kind of people they are 
dealing with,” said Dr. 
Ceccarelli , whose own 
even good looks and 
gracefully graying hair are 
doubtlessly an asset. “I 
always tell my patients to 
beware of doctors who 
promise them magic 
results.” The Italian doctor 
is indulgent towards the 
human weakness that 
makes a growing number 
of women - and men - turn 
to cosmetic medicine each 
year in an effort to cheat 
time and rid themselves of 
double chins, sagging eye
lids, bulging stomachs and 
flabby thighs. That, of 
course is his job, one he 
chose after 10 years of 
working in normal med
icine, where he specialised 
in heart disease. “I don’t 
mind confessing that my 
chief physician looked 
askance when I told him 
eight or nine years ago 
that I wanted to go into 
cosmetic medicine,” he 
explained.

“But this field actually 
gives me much greater sat
isfaction because I am 
talking to people who are 
healthy as I evaluate their 
physical condition, it’s a 
much more equal re
lationship.” Dr. Ceccarelli 
says he anticipates the

interest in cosmetic med
icine to continue as prices 
come down and tech
niques improve. That is 
partly because women’s 
role is changing, he says 
from the child-rearer who 
rarely leaves the house to 
a person who is more 
assertive and concerned 
about her appearance. But 
it is also because humans 
are living much longer 
than they ever did 
before.” In the past 100 
years the average life

expectancy has doubled, 
from 40 years to 75 or 
80,” said the doctor. 
“These days, a third of a 
woman’s life is lived after 
she reaches the menopause, 
at about 50. Our species is 
not really ready for that. 
We have to take better

care of ourselves. We are 
discovering that it is not 
just important to live a 
little longer. We also need 
quality of life.”
Women of all shapes, ages 
and sizes turn up at Dr. 
Ceccarelli’s clinic, hoping 
to recapture the fresh 
looks of their youth or to 
hold on to the ones they 
have got. “They range 
from 20 to 60 years old,” 
said the doctor. Though 40 
is the most common age. 
“That’s the moment when

women tend to take a fresh 
look at themselves, from 
the inside and outside.” 
Some mothers even bring 
their daughters. “They 
want to catch them in 
time,” said Dr. Ceccarelli. 
“Cosmetic medicine is 
really the ultimate type of 
preventative medicine. It 
is also about diet, paying 
attention to things like too 
much exposure to the sun. 
If you treat your skin well, 
you can reach 60 without 
ever needing anything 
in the way of cosmetic 
surgery.”
In order to keep their 
skin looking fresh and 
luminous, around 100 of 
Dr. Ceccarelli’s patients 
regularly submit them
selves to facial injections 
of extracts of human 
placenta. This, he says, is 
his most popular skin 
therapy and is now widely 
used around the world. It 
may not be a pretty sight 
to watch as the doctor 
inserts his hypodermic 
under the eyes, around the 
mouth, in the center of the 
forehead and cheeks. But 
there are few complaints 
from the patients. “Do you 
think so many women 
would do it if it really hurt 
that much?” he asks.
The placenta extracts 
provide a biological

stimulation to the cells 
of the skin, says Dr. 
Ceccarelli. “Those already 
there become muted. I 
compare it to ironing a 
dress. The smaller creases 
fall out and the more 
stubborn ones remain.” 
The stubborn wrinkles 
can be removed with 
injections of collagen, a 
substance taken from 
beneath the skin of cows 
and oxen now extensively 
used in cosmetic medicine. 
What Dr. Ceccarelli

refuses to use is silicone, 
increasingly popular as a 
‘wrinkle-filler,’ in spite of 
the raging controversy 
over its use for breast 
implants. According to 
Ceccarelli, silicone 
injections are “highly un- 
advisable” and carry a 
strong risk that the patient 
will end up looking worse 
than before.”
Silicone can become dis
placed beneath the skin’s 
surface, creating ugly 
lumps and bumps, he says. 
“At that point, the only 
way to get it out is through 
surgery.”
A frequent second side
effect is the formation of 
fibrous lumps under the 
skin where the silicone has 
been injected. This is the 
body’s own natural way of 
trying to expel what is, in 
effect, a totally artificial 
substance.
Both collagen and 
placenta injections must 
be continued for life for 
the effects to be main
tained. “It’s true, you 
become addicted,’’the
doctor concedes. He also 
tries to persuade some 
women that they should 
hang on to some of their 
wrinkles. “There are 
normal lines of expression 
on everyone’s face and it 
is important to come to

terms with that and not to 
want to look like a doll 
with a blank face,” he 
said.
“The cellulite problem can 
usually be dealt with once 
and for all in a course of 5 
to 12 sittings,” he adds. 
The facial injections must 
be administered once a 
month, after an initial 
period, when they are 
given once a week,” Dr. 
Ceccarelli concludes.

AN injection of placenta aims at restoring smoothness to the skin of the patient
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TRINITY, THE ATOM AND THE SHATTER OF WORLDS: part 2
By:
Amjed Abdul Hameed, 
Science Editor,
Yemen Times.

In 1940, Oppenheimer 
attended a physics confer
ence in Washington where 
he heard a review paper on 
the latest European work 
on fission. It was evident 
now to all the great minds 
that surrounded him 
during his past years that 
Oppenheimer's greatest 
ability was not as an 
original thinker, but as a 
critic. He was more adap
tive than creative and he 
enjoyed the role of teaches 
greatly. During those years 
the scientists started their 
lobbying and joining forc
es to convince the US gov
ernment to build a nuclear 
weapon before the Ger
mans or they will blow the 
whole world up.
In 1941, a crucial meeting 
was held between a group 
of scientists and Roosevelt 
and they came out with 
an order to expedite the 
development of a nuclear 
weapon in every way pos
sible. During that same 
year Lawrence started 
planning to covert his lat
est accelerator from its use 
as a research tool into a 
machine for extracting the 
rare uranium-235 needed 
for the bomb, being helped 
by Robert Oppenheimer 
this was his first in
volvement with the nuclea, 
weapons project. The most 
important meeting was at 
general electric's la
boratories at he end of that 
year, where Oppenheim, 
provide the calculations 
for the amount of U-235 
that would be needed for 
an effective weapon. The 
final report of the meeting 
which contained Op
penheimer's calculations 
was the blueprint for the 
bomb design and provides 
a guide to how the bomb 
would work. The basic 
conclusion of the report 
was that "a fission bomb 
of superlatively destruc
tive power would result 
from assembling quickly a 
sufficient mass of U-235." 
The two worlds "quickly" 
and "sufficient" are the in
teresting ones because 
they contain the keys to 
the whole principle of the 
bomb for when a neutron 
reacts upon bombardment 
with a U-235 atom, it will 
cause it to split producing 
energy and 3 extra neu
trons. Those new neutrons 
travel out across the ura
nium until they collide 
with another uranium 
atom when another fission 
will take place, and so on. 
It is hard to imagine but 
the hard uranium metal is 
very largely space; it con
sists of atomic nuclei 
linked by powerfill inter
atomic forces but with rel
atively enormous spaces 
between them. This means 
that there is only a limited 
chance that each neutron 
will collide with a uranium 

atom to produce further 
fissions. Indeed the lump 
of uranium has to be a 
"sufficient" size for there 
to be enough of a chance 
of a collision to create a 
fast enough chain reaction. 
He estimated that 100 kil
ograms of uranium would 
be sufficient, and it was 
called the critical mass. 
Below it there would not 
be sufficient collisions to 
start the chain reactions 
and a majority of the 
neutrons would fly off into 
the space beyond the 
metal. Above it there 
would be an explosion.
As for the other key word 
in the report "quickly", 
since the critical mass ex
plodes then the subcritical 
masses that will be as
sembled do not explode if 
they are apart from each 
other. But if the pieces 
came together slowly then 
a stray neutron emerging 
from one piece could trig- 
ger a localized nuclear re
action in the another piece 
which would be enough to 
blow the bomb apart and 
prevent the major reaction 
from taking place. This 
"pre-detonation," as it was 
called, was to be one of 
the big initial problems 
that the bomb designers 
had to overcome.
The other major problem 
they foresaw was how to 
produce enough of the rare 
U-235. Since natural ura
nium contains only 0.7% 
of it and the rest is U-238, 
which is chemically 
identical to U-235.
In May 1942, the super
visor of the bomb con
struction program has 
resigned and Oppenheimer 
was left in sole charge of 
it. He organized a team of 
theoretical physicists to 
develop an exact specifica
tion for the bomb. His 
team included very distin
guished minds like the 
Swiss Felix Bloch (Nobel 
L. 1952) Hans Bethe 
(Illuminator of the stars - 
see a previous issue of 
Yemen Times) and the 
Hungarian genius Edward 
Teller (Father of the 
Hydrogen Bomb) from 
between others. Their 
seminars dealt with 
aspects of how the bomb 
would look like, its basic 
structure, its size and so on 
. They envisaged it, at the 
instant before explosion, 
as a sphere of uranium 
aside a heavy metal shell 
which would bath contain 
the explosion for crucial 
milliseconds and reflect 
back the escaping neutrons 
into the fissioning metal. 
They even had a rough 
estimate from the British, 
of the average theoretical 
distance a neutrons would 
have to travel before 
colliding with an atom and 
producing another fission. 
The figure was 10 centi
meters (4 inches), meaning 
that a sphere of 8 inches in 
diameter should contain 
enough neutrons for a 
chain reaction to go ahead.

In September 1942, 
General Groves (the same 
engineer who was respon
sible for building the 
Pentagon, the American 
Defence Ministry) was 
selected to lead the army 
of engineers needed to set 
up the laboratories in a 
place called Los Alamos 
where Oppenheimer and 
his scientists could live 
and work. He was also 
responsible for choosing a 
process for separating 
U-235 and building pro
duction factories for that 
material and he found out 
that the best adviser he 
could count on was 
Oppenheimer.
By March 1943, most of 
the residential building 
and laboratories in Los 
Alamos were already built 
by now, but there were 
still 3,000 army engineers 
working there to finish 
what they had started 3 
months ago Los Alamos 
was a city that wasn't sup
posed to exist on maps. A 
city that was supposed to 
house 100 scientists with 
their families according 
to Oppenheimer's first 
estimates, but later on the 
he found out that he 
underestimated his needs, 
and during the progress of 
work it housed about 
3,000 scientists in all 
fields, with him being the 
teacher, coordinator and 
administrator: he was 
responsible for solving all 
problems starting from 
recruitment to scientific 
problems and even lining 
concerns in the wild
erness.
For the next two years, 
Oppenheimer was striving 
with his army of scientists 
to solve the problems of 
assembling a sufficient 
quantity of uranium 
"quickly" and deliver 
designs for the engineers 
and factories to man
ufacture. On the other 
hand general groves has 
decided with Oppenheim
er's advice on which 
separation methods should 
be adopted, and built in 
less than a year 2 plants. 
The first was to use Law
rence accelerators, and 
new cyclotron was built 
with Oppenheimer’s theo
retical assistance;
used 6,000 tons of pure 
silver for the magnets 
coils, a huge quantity at 
that time. Those magnets 
were so powerful that 
when the workers enter 
the hall they feel that pull 
on the nails of their shoes. 
Just beside this separation 
factory was another one 
using a method called gas 
diffusion; the metal is 
turned into gas and then 
pumped through a mem
brane with such specifica
tions that the smaller U- 
235 atoms would get 
through leaving the bigger 
ones of U-238 behind. In 
addition to those 2 fac
tories there were 45,000 
men building a nuclear re
actor based on a prototype 

built be Fermi to produce 
the other fissionable 
material plutonium to be 
used in the bomb in case 
they couldn't succeed in 
separating uranium.
Early in 1945, a place near 
Los Alamos was located 
and called "The holly 
Trinity" by Oppenheimer 
to test "Fat Man" their first 
bomb. During that year the 
problem of detonating or 
assembling uranium metal 
blocks together to get the 
critical mass was solved 
by Luis Alvarez (Nobel. 
1968) and the accuracy of 
the detonation was in the 
needed limit, millionth of 
a second.
All the preparations were 
made at Trinity for the 
test, a tower was built 
were the bomb would be 
lifted above ground, 
bombless were making 
dives above the tower sim
ulating the drop of the 
bomb, communication net
works were set in the area. 
Scientist, were gathering 
in the area to monitor the 
fall-out of the dangerous 
radioactive materials that 
will be produced by the 
explosion. 35 kilometers 
away from the destination 
point a main control sta
tion was set for watch and 
control.

July, 16, 1945 : 05.30 hrs 
the count down started 
"ten..nine..eight...seven..." 

the man who was doing 
the count down, one of 
Oppenheimer's students, 
thought the explosion 
would act like lighting and 
he might be electrocuted 
by the microphone he was 
holding, so he dropped the 
microphone and screamed 
as loud as he could "Zero." 
scientist described the 
scene 35 kilometers away. 
And then without a sound, 
the sun was shining; or so 
it looked. The sand hills at 
the edge of the desert were 
shimmering in a very 
bright light. This light did 
not seem to change for a 
couple of seconds and then 
began to dim. I turned 
round, but that object on the 
horizon which looked like 
a small sun was still too 
bright to look at... It was 
slowly rising into the sky 
from the ground ... It was 
an awesome spectacle, 
anybody who has even 
seen an atomic explosion 
will never forget it. As for 
Oppenheimer he said: 
'A few people laughed, a 
few people cried, most 
people were silent There 
floated through my mind a 
line from the Bhagavad- 
Gita "I am become death, 

the shatterer of worlds." 
On August 6th, 1945, an 
atomic bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima during the 
morning rush-hour. 78,000 
people were killed.
On August 9th, 1945, 
another bomb was dropped 
on Nagasaki, killing some 
100,000 people.
The war was over.
Shatterer of worlds re
turned back to his teaching 
life with the doors wide 
open for him to set the 
policies needed to regulate 
the nuclear issues. He 
spent his last years strug
gling against charges and 
accusation that he was a 
Russian spy.
In mid-February 1967, at 
the age of 62, Robert 
Oppenheimer died of can
cer. A very controversial 
personality with a very 
controversial accomplish
ment, but his words in 
1945 are memorable:
“If atomic bombs are to be 
added to the arsenals of a 
warring world, to the ar
senals of nations preparing 
for war, then the time will 
come when mankind will 
curse the name of Los 
Alamos and Hiroshima. 
The people of this world 
must unite or they will 
perish."
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ELECTION PROGRAMS 
...AND PARTIES

The PGC was the first polit
ical party to introduce its 
election program to voters as 
a sign of its adherence to 
democracy and in prepara
tion for the balloting day on 
27th of April, 19934.
Political observers noticed 
that the PGC in its program 
acknowledges frankly its 
mistakes and shortcomings 
during the transitional 
period as a full partner in 
authority.
There followed the programs 
of other political parties such 
as the YSP's, Tagammu 
Al-Wahdawi, Al-Yamani the 
Tagammu Al-Yamani Lil- 
Islah. It is worth mentioning 
that there is a resemblance in 
the ideology of the programs 
particularly in those points 
concerning issues, worries 
and aspirations related to the 
homeland /the citizens with a 
bit of difference in the 
preludes.
In addition to the generaliza
tions and theoretic drafting 
of the programs, many re
quire a kind of simplifica- 
tions/interpretation. Yet, the 
programs do embody the ba
sis of pluralism/democracy 
in our country. It is also to be 
noted that such a programs 
are one of the first pre
requisites of a democratic 
system in our new life. 
Though, our real life is full 
of contradictions, we have 
taken the first step in our 
new experience. We are on 
the right track and we should 
be patient, behave respon
sibly with full understanding 
to avoid setbacks. 
Generally speaking, what is 
most significant in the whole 
electoral process is for all 
parties to be satisfied with 
the outcome of the votes.
Let us accept those outcomes 
without trying to frighten the 
others or impose any patron
age, This is true democracy.

By: Mohammad Yehya 
Shineif,
Al-Mithaq, Sana'a, 
5/4/1993

THE CRUCIAL TEST 
I don't think that the PGC, 
YSP and the opposition par
ties are unable to understand 
or evaluate what is hap
pening in our country. And 
surely, they are aware of the 
citizens’ views, despairs and 
aspirations as we are getting 
into the election process 
Regardless- of the outcome, 
the citizens eagerly await for 
the final list of candidates in 
order to make their choice. 
The citizens are interested in 
the programs to consolidate 
unity and development after 
the electoral process. The 
new Yemen should make 
good use of the intellectuals 
and technocrats to assess the 
economic situation objec
tively to put an end to the 
irresponsible practices and 
behavior which caused all 
the shortcomings during the 
transitional period.
According to the people, the 
opposition presents a new 
hope in removing the dead
lock, due to division in the 
ruling oligarchy and the un
derlying strife for authority. 
The citizens will reflect at 
length in front of the list of 
candidates, specially from 
the opposition parties and the 
independents for two rea
sons.
First, because the citizens 
will find themselves facing 
some unknown names;
Second, because most of 

these parties have no real 
programs which could con
vince the citizens of their 
future plans and capabilities 
in finding solutions to all the 
problems.
What is significant is to 
accept the transfer of power 
peacefully thus giving a 
chance to those chosen by 
the people and capable of 
bearing responsibility to lead 
Yemen in the coming stage 
of our development.
To simply repeat promises is 
a futile effort which should 
be left aside, for our people 
are fed up with promises.
The new stage - after the 
elections - should witness the 
implementation of reforms 
and development.

By: Ali Abdullah Al-Sallal, 
Al-Rased, Sana'a, 
7/4/1993.

FOR THE SAKE OF 
WHOM?

With the coming of parlia
mentary elections, there 
emerged some calls of the 
media campaigns here and 
there aiming at enlarging/ 
exaggerating the differences 
between the YSP and the 
PGC. Those who fish in trou
bled waters try to 
deepen the gap between the 
two ruling parties and put ob
stacles in the way of their 
rapprochement and plans to 
create an alliance, coordina
tion or merger serving ths 
hing interests of Yemen. 
Unfortunately, it is painful to 
see that some of the party 
media have gone too far 
after those campaigns. It is 
the duty of all of us to guide 
this homeland to a peaceful 
shore defending the national 
unity. We demand from 
all our colleagues in the 
media to unite their efforts as 
one team to stabilize the 
good relations between the 
YSP and the PGC. Our situa
tion requires more under
standing and tolerance away 
from any arrogance and 
extremism.

By: Hussein Mohammad 
Nasir.
Al-Gadeed, Abyan,
5/4/1993.

JADEN OCCUPIES THE 
FIRST IN THE NUMBER

OF ITS CANDIDATES 
All evidence points to the 
fact that Aden is the first in 
the number of its candidates 
among the other govern
orates for the number of 
candidates exceeded 220 
nominees in the ten Aden 
constituencies.
And constituency number 26 
in Sheikh Othman comes on 
the top in which more than 
27 candidates will compete 
followed by consistency 
number 19 in Crater where 
the number of candidates 
reached 22.
Sources said that the number 
of women who registered 
their names on the nomina
tion lists is not more than 
nine.
An informed source in the 
surveillance committee said 
that the percentage of in
dependents running in the 
elections is 75%.

Al-Ayyam, Aden, 
7/4/1993

THE MASSES WILL 
CHOOSE CANDIDATES

WHO HAVE GOOD 
RECORDS

Dr. Qassim Sallam, the 

Secretary of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, confirmed 
that the Yemeni masses will 
choose the candidates who 
have credibility, a good 
record and able to introduce 
programs which tackle the 
worries of these masses 
without any promises or 
false slogans.
He also affirmed that the 
personality of the candidate 
has its impact in the coming 
elections, particularly in the 
rural regions. It is also 
evident that the Yemeni 
citizen is sensitive - through 
the prolonged historical 
struggle - to issues of 
national concern.
Therefore, I think that the 
Yemeni citizen will not 
elect randomly, as some 
think. To the contrary, he/ 
she casts the ballots and 
grants his vote to the can
didate who are honest and 
credible.

By: Dr. Qassim Sallam. 
Al-Gamaheer, Sana'a, 
5/4/1993.

GOOD MORNING!
The readers are subjected to 
a lot of torture daily from 
morning till night. Journal
ism has a noble mission and 
it is supposed to do its duty 
honestly without upsetting 
others. However, journalists 
these days are busy running 
after personal benefits, 
which come first on their 
list. Thus, we see hypocrites 
and flatterers who use their 
writing skills to fake the 
truth.
Instead of giving priority to 
serving the citizens and the 
homeland, they plant confu
sion and distrust here and 
there. Instead of promoting 
harmony, they set some par 
ty against the other without 
thinking what disaster such 
provocation brings to the 
homeland. No one thinks of 
the (rights and interests of 
the) reader as if he/she 
doesn't mean anything. 
Otherwise, how are we to 
interpret and explain the 
behaviour of this newspaper 
or that one. The whole thing 
smacks of opportunism.
In my opinion, honesty is 
unknown to some papers. 
Unfortunately, many write 
articles without thinking of 
the interests of the home
land.

By: Abdul Kawi Alashwal, 
14 October, Aden, 
6/4/1993

THE REVOLUTION OF 
THE BALLOT BOX AND 
NOT THE REVOLUTION 

OF THE CANON!
I was walking out of one of 
the election centres with the 
veteran Mohammad Ab
dullah Alfuseyil when all of 
a sudden a young bearded 
officer looked at us and said: 
‘Quit this game. There is no 
need for this democracy. 
What is really needed is a 
revolution and gallows. This 
is the solution,’ he said 
pointing to the gun on his 
shoulder.
We tried our best to peace
fully convince him that he 
was mistaken and that arms 
would only bring disaster 
and destruction, but he in
sisted on his mistaken point 
of view.
It is a catastrophe if such 
persons prevail and, some 
day, assume power. Such 
persons even refuse any 
form of dialogue. The real 
revolution is only alternative 

to impose itself on us all. 
If we want to change the bad 
conditions and corruption, let 
us direct our endeavors 
honesly to the ballot box 
and vote for the candidate 
who has credibility and 
represent the citizens well in 
parliament
The revolution at the ballot 
box is the revolution of all 
decent people, while the 
revolution of the gun is the 
revolution of all the corrupt 
and opportunists.
It is really fantastic to feel 
that the future posts of the 
senior officials/authority is to 
be decided by the will of the 
citizens though the votes. 
Long live our people under 
the revolution of the ballot 
box and democracy. It is a 
revolution for construction 
and development.

♦

By. Mohammad Abdul- 
Malik Al-Mutawakkil, 
Raay, Sana’a, 
6/4/1993.

THE CLERGY’S ADVICE 
TO THE CANDIDATES

The following are the points 
Which the candidates should 
swear to pursue after the 
election.
Excerpts from the ulema 
(clergy) advice.
1 - To work for amending 
the constitution so as not to 
contradict the Islamic Sharia.
2 - To pursue the Islamic 
practices and abolishing the 
beer factory (in Aden) and 
ban liquor imports.
3 - To safeguard the unity of 
the country and to eliminate 

any divisions and partitions 
in state institutions such as 
the army, the security police, 
the judicial authority, as well 
as others.
4 - To protect sovereignty, 
independence of the country 
and consolidate its Arab and 
Islamic ties.
5 - To working on reforming 
the economic structures by 
elimination of monopoly and 
inefficiency. To raise the 
standard of living, halt the 
hike in prices, stop state 
uncontrollable expenditures, 
put an end to the conditional 
foreign loans, encourage 
investments, better organize 
the Zakat system, and put an 
end to corruption, adminis
trative flaws like favoritism, 
partism and bribery, etc.
6 - To refuse plans to 
reduce the size of the army 
and give the army men all 
the rights that secure a better 
standard of living, and to 
block any steps against any 
deterioration I fragmentation 
in the army.
7 -To work on the improve
ment and purification of the 
official media from all the 
elements which are opposed 
to the Islamic Sharia. To 
reform all educational 
institutions at all the levels 
in accordance with Islam and 
its principles.
8 - To work for the respect of 
human rights.
9 - To adopt research that 
address the problems of the 
country based on the teach
ings of our religion.

El-Eslah, Sana’a, 
5/4/1993

ELECTION PROGRAMS 
AND THE VOTERS!

Though there are differences 
in a lot of points, we see that 
major components of the 
electoral programs of the 
various parties are similar. In 
some cases they are identical 
as if issued, by one source.
All programs talk about the 
peaceful transfer of power, 
whereas we never permit, let 
alone accept, the formation 
of a democratic union for 
students. The programs also 
talk about human rights but 
we contribute in faking the 
will of the citizens by 
imposing on human rights 
institutions individuals 
known for their opposition to 
those rights.
There are many points put 
for discussion, at the mo
ment, in front of our citizens. 
We talk about a conclusive 
commitment to democratic 
practices, but the officials 
behave in an irresponsible 
way. Most of the time we 
find ourselves as if in a 
jungle of lawlessness in view 
of the prevalence of theft, 
sabotage, violence, etc.
As for the elecion programs, 
they are presented to the 
people as if we were in 
Europe promising the people 
the peaceful transfer of 
power according to the votes, 
which is a fake.
We cannot yet determine 
whether we (YSP) are part of 
the ruling system or from the 
opposition parties.

By. Abdulbari Tahir, 
Al-Thawri, Sana’a, 
8/4/1993
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POLLUTION: YEMEN'S APPROACHING NIGHTMARE - Part 1:
By: Dr. Ali A. Salem 
Director General, GEPD, 
EPC, Sana'a

Concern over the issue 
pollution stirs great interest 
throughout the world, par
ticularly after the confer
ence of Stockholm in 1972 
and the “Earth Summit” in 
1992, in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. We in developing 
countries are not immune to 
the problems of pollution, 
although it is still less of a 
difficulty in light of our 
limited industrialization. 
Yet, this problem will 
descend on us, sooner or 
later. We should not, how
ever, rush into solutions 
which are tailor-made to the 
industrialized countries.
Yemen, as part of the 
developing world, cannot 
simply wait to be afflicted 
by pollution, not neces
sarily from local sources, 
but from regional as well 
as global environmental 
factors.
Pollution patterns in Yemen 
vary from one location to 
another, specially between 
urban, rural areas. Sewage 
spills, solid waste (garbage), 
carbon emission from cars, 
and industrial pollution are 
urban forms of the problem. 
Although the countryside is 
relatively more “clean”, it 
has its own pollution prob
lems, specially in the form 
of metal and plastic cans 
and containers.
In two articles (Part 1, this 
week, and Part 2, next 
week), I shall outline a 
pollution strategy relevant 
to developing countries, at 
the beginning of their 
industrialization process.
In this framework, pollution 
is viewed as direct result of 
the interplay between the 
various forces in the 
ecosystem.

Generally speaking, when 
the word “pollution” comes 
up, as it does so often these 
days, the first thing that 
comes to mind is pollutants 
suspended in the air, or 
floating on the surface of 
the water of our seas or 
streams, or scattered on the 
ground. If the situation is 
allowed to continue un
checked, we now know the 
pollutants could pose a 
great danger to human life. 
A logical thing to do is to 
prevent the occurrence or 
reduce the incidence of 
pollution at the source.
In general, the solution 
depend on how a human 
society tackles its survival 
and growth problems. In 
other words, the solution is 
more likely to come from 
the very social and econom
ic structures that society 
utilizes to cater to its needs 
and demands, and how it 
goes about this process.
The solution in free market 
economies is dictated by 
society’s awareness of the 
dangers of pollution and its 
response to meet these new 
challenges. In other words, 
how much society is willing 
to pay to minimize the 
pollution. In societies in 
which state decisions play a 
guiding role in economic 
activities, the pollution 
question is tackled through 
an assessment of the social 
costs and benefits of the 
polluting activity itself.

Thus, through some sort of 
central economic planning, 
institutions will be ordered 
to clean up.
Pollution is, of course, a 
by-product of economic 
growth. In primitive and 
poor societies, a water pond 
is a source of drinking 
water for human beings as 
well as for animals. It also 
serves as a place for 
washing clothes, bathing, 
cleaning household uten
sils, and even the animals. 
The pond in such a case is 
undoubtedly polluted; But 
the society has no choice.

However, a society that 
adopts human welfare as its 
objective and is on its way 
to industrial development, 
has a clear choice. The 
industrialization and urban
ization process, no doubt, 
produces pollution in many 
forms - effluents, smoke, 
exhaust, noise, etc., as part 
of technological transfor
mation or in the form of 
garbage consisting of 
empty bottles, cans or poly
ethylyne bags (consumer 
waste).
A technologically advanced 
society can weigh positive 
benefits against negative

externalities by reducing, if 
not eliminating, pollution. 
In our daily decisions, even 
the individual can weigh 
the positive benefits against 
negative ones. A large num
ber of people, for example 
have said in one of the sur
veys (conducted by a Dutch 
consultant, during prepara
tion of coastal management 
plan's report - September 
1991) that they do not like 
fish because of its bad smell 
but they take it because of 
its good taste. The positive 
benefit thus outweighs the 
negative effect.

Yet, industrial pollution and 
consumer neglect, remain 
the most important sources 
of pollution in Yemen. 
The chemical and cement 
factories of the country 
may already cause some 
revulsion among people 
living in the vicinity. Ban
ning this chemical activity 
may look a straight forward 
policy. But, of course, the 
negative effects to the 
residents would not out
weigh the positive benefits 
to the society as a whole. 
Thus, banning the activity 
is not the answer. The 
policy would have to

balance out the impacts of 
the few as compared to 
national benefits, as well as 
to balance the effects 
on present and future 
generations.
They can take measures to 
reduce the industrial pollu
tion so as to minimize its ill 
effects. The two options, at 
the moment, are either to 
change the inputs and use 
them elsewhere or look for 
processes using an alter
native technology. Instead 
of using oil or gas as fuel to 
produce energy, for ex
ample, the oil or gas can be 
used for in the petro
chemical industries, while 
solar or controlled nuclear 
power could be used to 
provide energy.
With the rapid economic 
expansion, it is becoming 
evident that the state of 
imbalance in the ecosystem 
is caused by human activ
ities and is having harmful 
effects on life. The most 
visible evidence of this 
concern comes from the 
international meeting on 
environmental problems. At 
the Stockholm conference, 
the delegates declared the 
need “to preserve earth... 
and to treat man as one

element of ecosystem and 
ought to be the builder of 
environment rather.” 
Yemen is a good example. 
With the on-going indus
trial development and com
mercial exploitation of oil 
and mineral resources, the 
need for controlling the 
level of disturbance to the 
ecosystem has not received 
enough attention. This does 
not mean that development 
should stop. What is needed 
is to minimize the negative 
effects of growth by taking 
appropriate measures for 
safeguarding the equili
brium in the ecosystem.
It is hard to formulate 
definite conclusions on the 
ecosystem of Yemen, given 
the absence of scientific 
data and research. How
ever, we can better under
stand the ecosystem by 
studying the experiences of 
other developing countries, 
so as to benefit from them.
It is hoped that new studies 
will trigger some exchange 
in this field, and channel 
efforts to meet the needs of 
the environment of the 
Republic of Yemen.

Continues Next Week.



ARAB BANK GROUP
Abstracts from the 1992 Directors' Report, 
Important figures and activities

In accordance with our mission , as outlined by the founder of the bank , the late 
Abdelhameed Shoman , to serve the Arab world and the societies where we operate, we 
continued our endeavours to provide our customers with outstanding services. We worked 
hard to meet their changing needs and looked after their interests with care and prudence .

The financial statements show that the Group achieved good results and performed all the 
tasks that were previously established for it by the management.

Net Income
Net income grew at the rate of 6.9% , and reached US$ 106.4 million compared to US$ 
99.5 million in 1991. This positive performance is attributable to the stable earning power 
of all entities in the Group. Income from associated companies was also better than in 
1991.
Financial position
As a result of the decline of the Jordanian dinar (by 2.3% ) and the Swiss franc (by 8.3%) 
against the US dollar , the structure of the Group balance sheet was slightly altered in 
1992. A 2.2% decrease in customer deposits , 1.5% decrease in total assets and 0.5% 

decrease in the liquidity ratio were the main characteristics of the change in the financial 
position of 1992.
Shareholders' Equity
Arab Bank Group's shareholders' equity reached US$ 993.0 million , representing an 
improvement of USS 40.1 million and 4.2% over the 1991 figures. It amounted to 6.9% 
of total assets. The capital adequacy ratio for the Group, measured according to the Basle 
Committee rules was 12.5% Moreover, shareholders' equity at the end of 1992 was 23.5% 
of the loan portfolio .

Geographical Distribution
The group's activities in Europe continued to lead other areas with total assets of 50.4%, 
deposits 50.8% , revenue 43.0% and loan portfolio 32.1%. Arab Bank operations in 
Jordan showed a solid performance in 1992 . The Jordanian figures improved to 16.4% in 
total assets , 15.3% in loan portfolio , 18.6% in deposits , and 20.9% in revenue . The Far 
East and Australia operations continued to progress , achieving 6.0% in total assets, 12.1% 
in loan portfolio , 2.3% in deposits , and 6.4% in revenue . The operations in North 
America were consolidated at lower levels in 1992 .

____ ARAB BANK GROUP______
Balance Sheet as of 31st December 1992 and 1991

Assets

1992

US$('000)

1991

US$('000)

Cash in hand and at banks 8,041,862 8,672,798

Securities and investments 1,364,267 941,558

Loans and advances 4,227,449 4,283,288

Customers' liability on acceptances 160,727 131,270

Investments in associated companies 335,744 286,624

Premises and equipment 77,045 76,904

Accrued interest receivable 72,601 96,924

Other assets 94,541 106,321

Total Assets 14,374,236 14,595,687

Customers' liability on guarantees 3,498,589 2,950,126

and letters of credit________________

Total 17,872,825 17,545,813

Liabilities

1992

US$('000)

1991

US$('000)

Deposits and other accounts 13,148,269 13,439,319

Acceptances 160,727 131,270

Accrued interest payable 49,859 52,869

Other liabilities 22,430 19,305
Total Liabilities 13,381,285 13,642,763
Shareholders' Equity

Capital 139,246 139,246

Statutory reserve 99,558 88,740

Voluntary reserve 127,571 115,126

General reserve 635,414 591,222

Reserves with associated companies 202,882 185,455

Retained earnings 2,778 3,718

Total 1,207,449 1,123,507

Translation adjustments (214,498) (170,583)

Total Shareholders' Equity 992,951 952,924

Total Liabilities and 14,374,236 14,595,687

Shareholders’ Equity

Guarantees and letters of credit 3,498,589 2,950,126

Total 17,872,825 17,545,813

ARAB BANK SISTER INSTITUTIONS , SUBSIDIARIES AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd.,
Zurich, Geneva
Wholly owned by the shareholders of Arab Bank Plc.
Arab Australia Ltd.
Sydney
Wholly owned subsidiary________
Arab Bank (Austria) AG
Vienna
Wholly owned subsidiary
Arab Bank AG
Frankfurt
Wholly owned subsidiary______
Finance , Accountancy , Mohassaba S.A.
Geneva
Wholly owned subsidiary 

Percentage of ownership%

Arab Tunisian Bank 64.24

Arab Bank Maroc 50.00

Oman Arab Bank S.A.O.49.00

Arab National Bank , Saudi Arabia 40.00

Nigeria-Arab Bank Ltd.40.00

ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5.
TELEPHONE : 660115, 660131. TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO rFAX : (962) (6) 606793
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DIPLOMATIE

Ali Salem Al-Bid 
au sultanat d'Oman
C'est la première fois depuis l'invasion du Koweït 
par l'Irak qu'un membre du Conseil présidentiel 

se rend dans une monarchie du Golfe.
Petit à petit, le Yémen re

noue avec ses voisins du Golfe. 
La semaine dernière, du 6 au 8 
avril, le vice-président, Ali Sa
lem Al-Baid, était en visite of
ficielle au sultanat d'Oman, où 
il s'est entretenu avec le sultan 
Qabous. C'est la première fois 
depuis l'invasion du Koweït par 
l'Irak, le 2 août 1990, qu'un 
membre du Conseil présiden
tiel se rend dans une monarchie 
du Golfe.

Une voie pour relier 
le Yémen et Oman
Au cours de la conférence de 

presse qui cloturait sa visite, le 
vice-président a appelé les pays 
arabes à "entamer un dialogue 
sérieux" pour restaurer la soli
darité inter-arabe, affectée par 
la crise du Golfe. Par ailleurs, 
le sultanat d'Oman et le Yémèn 
ont examiné un projet de voie 
terrestre de 450 km de long re
liant les deux pays.

En octobre dernier, Mascate 
et Sanaa étaient parvenus à un 
accord sur le tracé de leurs

frontières communes, après dix 
ans de négociations. Le Yémen 
a cédé une partie de sa pro
vince orientale de Mahrah. Le 
sultanat d'Oman de son côté a 
abandonné au Yémen une par
tie de sa province occidentale 
du Dhofar.

En février dernier, le Yémen 
avait repris contact avec les 

Emirats Arabes Unis. Le mini
stre yéménite de la Défense, le 
général Haïtham Taher Kassem 
s'était alors rendu dans la capi
tale émiratie. (d'après AFP)

Le général Aïdid reçu à 
Sanaa: Le ministre des 
Affaires étrangères, Abdel Ka- 
rim Al-Iriani a reçu dimanche 
dernier à Sanaa le général Mo
hamed Farah Aïdid, chef de 
l’une des principales factions 
somaliennes, qui l'a remercié 
pour l'aide apportée par le Yé
men aux réfugiés somaliens. 
Plus de 60 000 Somaliens, 
fuyant la guerre civile et la fa
mine dans leur pays , ont trou
vé refuge ces dernières années 
au Yémen.

IRAK

Incident militaire 
avec les Etats-Unis
Le régime de Saddam Hussein affirme 

avoir respecté le cessez-le-feu 
décrété en janvier.

Le régime irakien espérait 
beaucoup de la nouvelle admi
nistration américaine de Bill 
Clinton pour sortir de son isole
ment. L'incident qui s'est pro
duit vendredi dernier au-dessus 
du territoire irakien montre que 
l'incompréhension reste vive 
entre Bagdad et Washington.

Selon le Pentagone, la dé
fense anti-aérienne irakienne a 
ouvert le feu vendredi 9 avril 
sans les atteindre sur quatre avi
ons américains dans la zone 
d'exclusion aérienne au nord du 
36e parallèle. Les avions amér- 
ricains ont riposté en larguant 
quatre bombes à fragmentation. 
L'Irak a démenti et a affirmé 
que ce sont les avions améri
cains qui ont attaqué sans être 
provoqués.

C'est le premier incident mili
taire entre Américains et Iraki
ens en deux mois et demi. Du 
13 au 19 janvier, les aviations 
américaine, britannique et 
française avaient mené des 
raids aériens sur des objectifs 
irakiens pour forcer Bagdad à 
respecter deux zones

d'exclusion aérienne, qu'elles 
surveillent dans le nord et le sud 
de l'Irak. Saddam Hussein avait 
décrété unilatéralement un ces
sez-le-feu le 19 janvier, en signe 
de bonne volonté.

Saddam Hussein prêt 
à oublier le passé

Le 13 février dernier, le leader 
irakien avait déclaré qu'il était 
prêt à oublier le passé et à établir 
de nouveaux rapports avec les 
Etats-Unis si Washington accep
tait "d'écouter le point de vue de 
Bagdad".

Le pouvoir irakien était en 
passe d'obtenir ce qu'il cherchait 
. Le secrétaire d'Etat américain, 
Warren Christopher avait déclaré 
que si la détermination américaine 
à faire appliquer par l'Irak les 
résolutions de l'ONU restait in
tacte, elle ne posait plus néces
sairement comme condition le ren
versement de Saddam Hussein.

L'incident de vendredi a sem
ble-t-il rétabli la méfiance entre 
les deux pays. (AFP)

EN BREF
Le bouclage des terri

toires occupés est pro
longé: Le gouvernement is
raélien a décidé dimanche de 
prolonger pour une période 
indéterminée le bouclage des 
territoires occupés, où vivent 
1,8 millions de Palestiniens. 
L'armée israélienne avait 
bouclé le 29 mars la bande 
de Gaza et la Cisjordanie à 
la suite de la vague 
d'attentats, qui avaient fait 
quinze morts israéliens en 
mars.

Fayçal Husseini dans 
la délégation palesti
nienne: Israël vient 
d'accepter la participation de 
Fayçal Husseini, principal 
dirigeant nationaliste des ter
ritoires occupés, dans la dé
légation palestinienne aux 
négociations de paix. 
Jusque-là, l'Etat hébreu refu
sait qu'un résident de Jérusa
lem-est, ou une personne 
proclamant son appartenance 
à l'OLP, fasse partie de la 
délégation palestinienne. Or 
Fayçal Husseini habite Jéru
salem-est, conquis et annexé 
par Israël en 1967, et parti
cipe depuis plus d'un an aux 
travaux de la direction de 
l'OLP à Tunis. La délégation 
palestinienne invitée le 20 
avril à Washington, n'a tou
jours pas annoncé son retour 
à la table des négociations.

George Bush au 
Koweït: Les Koweïtiens de
vaient accueillir mardi pour la 
première fois George Bush, 

L'ancien président américain 
demeure à leurs yeux le sym
bole de la libération de leur 
pays. Koweït-ville s'est pavoi- 
sée aux couleurs des drapeaux 
américain et koweïtien et des 
milliers de portraits de George 
Bush, vêtu d'une dishdasna 
(longue robe traditionnelle) et 

d'une guetra (le voile 
blanc qui couvre la tête des 
bédouins), ont été affichés.

L’Irak réclame 675 mil
lions de dollars aux assu
reurs: L'Irak entend réclamer 
675 millions de dollars 
d'indemnisations aux assu
reurs de ses pétroliers, endom
magés par la guerre du Golfe 
et l'inactivité liée à l'embargo 
qui frappe ce pays depuis plus 
de trante mois.

Ryad demande aux 
pèlerins de s’abstenir de 
toute activité politique: 
L'Arabie Saoudite a averti les 
pèlerins musulmans de 
s'abstenir de toute activité pol
itique lors-qu’ils convergeront 
en mai prochain vers les lieux 
saints du royume. Elle leur a 
demandé de ne pas apporter 
avec eux de livres, de revues 
ou tout autre objet interdit.

ARABIC LESSONS FOR 
NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS

Why don't you improve your Arabic in the Unification 
Language Institute ?

* Highly qualified experienced teachers are 
waiting for you there.

* Very low fees (60 YR per hour)

* Convenient timetable (schedule) for all learners, 
just tell us about your spare time and we will 
arrange class for you (day or night).

* Classes provided for you at home/work or our 
institute.

* Small classes just (3-7) students

* We provide classes in :

* Spoken Yemeni Arabic
* Modern Standard Arabic
* ASP (Arabic for Specific Purposes)
* A combination of spoken Yemeni Arabic and Modern 

Standard Arabic.
* the duration of the course is tailored to your needs.
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ELECTIONS

Près de 5000 candidats enregistrés 
par la Haute commission électorale

Les premières élections législatives libres du Yé- 
men, fixées le 27 avril prochain, devraient être dis
putées. La Haute commission électorale a fait 
paraître le chiffre définitif des candidatures enregis
trées: 4814 pour 301 circonscriptions. Parmi les 
candidats, on compte un peu plus de 3700 indépen
dants, qui partent au combat électoral sans 
l’etiquette d'un parti.

Les deux partis au pouvoir, le CPG (Congres Po
pulaire Général) et le PSY (Parti Socialiste Yémé
nite) vont présenter, pour le premier, entre 291 et 
301 candidats, et pour le second 228 candidats. Le

troisième grand parti yéménite, le RYR 
(Rassemblement Yéménite pour la Réforme) com
munément appelé Al-lslah, présente quant à lui 266 
candidats.

Après avoir longtemps négocié pour une fusion des 
deux partis, le CPG et le PSY iront séparément de
vant les électeurs. Le CPG a préféré s’entendre avec 
l’Islah, avec lequel un accord verbal de désistement 
est intervenu. Avant le 17 avril, date du début de la 
campagne officielle, le candidat de l’un des deux 
partis devrait se retirer dans chaque circonscription 
en faveur de l’autre, si les états-majors estiment ce

lui-ci plus populaire. Un accord du même type est 
intervenu entre le PSY et le Bloc Populaire Unio
niste Nassérien, quatrième parti yémenite en terme 
d'influence.

Avant les élections, nous vous présentons une syn
thèse des programmes des quatre principaux partis 
yéménites. Nous vous présentons ci-dessous les pro
grammes du PSY et de l’Islah. La semaine pro
chaine, vous pourrez lire une synthèse des pro
grammes du CPG et du Bloc Populaire Unioniste 
Nassérien.

Le programme électoral 
du PSY (Parti socialiste yéménite)

Le PSY est actuellement 
dirigé par Ali Salem Al-Bid, 
numéro deux de l'Etat yémé
nite. Depuis qu'il a renoncé à 
l'internationalisme prolétari
en, le parti a redéfini sa strat
égie en lançant les bases d'un 
socialisme à la Yéménite.

Le programme électoral du 
PSY est paru intégralement 
en arabe dans le quotidien Al 
Thawra daté du 8 avril. Nous 
en dégageons ici les points es
sentiels.

En introduction, le PSY af
firme que son objectif est de 
renforcer l'unification du pays 
et la démocratie, et de réaliser 
la justice sociale. Le pro
gramme du parti socialiste se 
divise ensuite en dix chapitres.

En priorité, le PSY veut ren
forcer la sécurité et assurer la 
stabilité du pays. "Il faut pren
dre des mesures draconiennes 
contre les auteurs des assassi
nats politiques, contre ceux qui 
sèment le désordre et tous ceux 
qui menacent la sécurité de la 
société". Pour cela, le PSY veut 
améliorer la formation et les 
conditions de vie des forces de 
sécurité. Son objectif est de ren
forcer l'autorité de l'Etat dans 
tout le pays et notamment de 
trouver une solution au pouvoir 
tribal et à l'anarchie qui en dé
coule.

Pour une armée 
rapidement unifiée
Dans une seconde chapitre, le 

PSY traite de la défense nation
ale. Le parti souhaite que "l'Etat 
possède une armée unifiée, bien 
entraînée et très bien équipée, 
qui se tienne à l'écart de la pol
itique et respecte la volonté du 
peuple". Pour le PSY, 
l'unification des forces armées 
"dans les plus brefs délais" est 
une mission urgente. Le parti 
déclare aussi qu’il faut faire sor
tir l'armée "des casernes qu’elle 
occupe dans les principales 
villes" du pays.

Dans un troisième chapitre, 
le PSY développe son pro
gramme économique. Il affirme 
être pour une économie où la 
concurrence s'exerce librement. 
Le parti socialiste veut encou
rager les investissements de la 
diaspora yéménite dans le pays, 
"sans entraves administra
tives", précise le programme. Il 
affirme aussi vouloir encourag
er les investissements des pays 
arabes dans l'extraction minière 
et pétrolière. D'autre part, pour 
permettre le développement in
dustriel, il estime qu'il faut réa
liser les infrastructures néces
saires. Quant au 
développement de la production 
agricole et animale, le PSY pro
pose d'encourager les inves
tissements en facilitant les cré
dits accordes    agriculteur

et en étendant l'irrigation grâce 
à la construction de barrages.

Par ailleurs, le PSY propose 
de voter une loi qui fixe le prix 
des aliments de base et des mé
dicaments. Il souhaite aussi 
mettre en place une "politique 
juste des salaires, qui corre
sponde au niveau des prix". En 
outre, le parti socialiste yémé
nite veut faire passer une loi 
qui régisse les relations entre 
les propriétaires terriens et les 
agriculteurs, et une autre qui 
organise les relations entre les 
propriétaires immobiliers et les 
locataires. Enfin, il demande 
que la zone franche d'Aden soit 
réalisée rapidement.

Dans un quatrième chapitre, 
le PSY traite de 
l'enseignement, de la culture, 
de la santé el de l'habitat. Le 
parti veut conserver la gratuité 
de. l'enseignement et propose 
de rendre progressivement 
obligatoire l'école élémentaire. 
Il veut aussi améliorer la for
mation des enseignants et leur 
niveau de vie. En ce qui con
cerne l'enseignement supérieur, 
il souhaite la création d'une 
université islamique et propose 
d'accélérer la construction des 
universités de Taëz et de 
l'Hadramaout.

Des coopératives 
d'habitation

Pour la santé, le PSY donne 
priorité aux services de préven
tion. Il veut améliorer la forma
tion et le niveau de vie des em
ployés. Il propose également la 
participation des conseils lo
caux à la gestion des services 
médicaux et veut permettre 
l'introduction de capitaux pri
vés dans le secteur de la santé.

Pour l'habitat, le PSY pro
pose de développer des loge
ments pour les revenus les plus 
faibles et d'encourager les 
coopératives d'habitation.

Dans une cinquième ru
brique, le PSY déclare la 
guerre aux injustices. Tout 
d'abord, le parti veut mettre fin

aux prisons privées. Il veut in
terdire toute arrestation sans 
l'ordre d'un juge. Il veut mod
erniser la justice et renforcer 
son impartialité, en choisissant 
notamment des juges selon 
leurs compétences et en leur 
assurant un niveau de vie con
venable. Le PSY déclare vou
loir appliquer la justice à tous, 
même aux plus hauts placés. 
Enfin, le parti socialiste veut 
faire en sorte que les impôts 
rentrent dans les caisses de 
l'Etat.

La guerre 
à la corruption

Dans un sixième chapitre, le 
PSY déclare la guerre à la cor
ruption, "à l'origine de tous les 
maux". Il souhaite notamment- 
mettre fin à la corruption à 
l’intérieur de l'appareil d'Etat.

La septième rubrique traite 
de la décentralisation. Le parti 
socialiste veut transférer une 
partie de l'autorité publique 
dans les gouvernorats, car se
lon lui, "l'autorité locale est la 
base essentielle de la démocra
tie".

Les droits de l'Homme font 
l'objet d'une huitième rubrique. 
Le PSY s'engage à respecter la 
liberté d'opinion, d'association, 
le droit de manifester et de 
faire grève. Il veut interdire la 
surveillance des citoyens et 
garantir les droits des femmes. 
Enfin, il demande l'interdition 
de toute juridiction 
d'exception.

Dans un neuvième chapitre, 
le PSY développe la question 
des richesses naturelles: 
"l'extraction des richesses nat
urelles doit servir au déve
loppement du pays".

Enfin, dans un dernier chapi
tre, le PSY traite des relations 
extérieures, notamment avec 
les pays voisins. Le parti sou
haite trouver une solution paci
fique aux problèmes frontali- 
ers.

Jérôme BERNARD

Ali Salem Al-Bid, vice-président de la République du 
Yémen, et chef de file du PSY.

Le programme électoral 
de Al-lslah

Al-lslah, parti qui se pro
clame islamiste, est actuelle
ment dirigé par le Cheikh Al- 
Ahmar, leader de la confé
dération des tribus Hashed, à 
laquelle appartient également 
le président Saleh.

Le programme électoral de 
Al-lslah est paru intégralement 
en arabe dans l'hebdomadaire 
Al Sahwa daté du 5 avril 1993. 
Nous en dégageons ici les 
points essentiels.

Le parti de l’Islah affirme ne 
pas présenter de remède mira
cle: "nous ne prétendons pas 
améliorer les choses en une 
nuit". Le parti entend se pré
senter comme le prolongement 
authentique des mouvements 
réformistes yéménites de 
l'époque moderne.

Pour l’Islah, le pays est 
d'abord victime de la concur
rence entre les gouvernements 
qui "se comportent selon, leurs 
intérêts personnels et parti
sans". Le programme du parti 
islamiste comporte trois chapi
tres. Le premier fixe les grandes 
priorités du parti. Le deuxième 
chapitre, de loin le plus impor
tant, présente l'action à mener 
en politique intérieure. Enfin, le 
dernier chapitre évoque les choix 
de l’Islah en matière de poli
tique internationale.

Dans le premier chapitre, on 
peut remarquer le peu de place 
(relatif) réservé au domaine re
ligieux. Il est mentionné que 
l'Islam est un système qui régit 
tous les aspects de la vie et dont 
émane une conception achevée 
de l'homme. L’Islah rappelle 
son engagement contre tous les 
facteurs de division afin de pré
server l'unité nationale. Il af
firme également son attache
ment au régime républicain.

. Le droit d'exprimer ses idées 
et ses opinions est aussi affir
mé, car il fait partie de la liberté 
garantie par la charia. Un autre 
principe récurrent dans le pro
gramme de l’Islah est celui de 
l'"alternance pacifique du pou
voir, à travers les urnes". Par
mi les priorités du parti, on peut 
noter la réforme de la Constitu
tion à la lumière de la Loi isla
mique (charia), qui doit être la 
source de toute législation. Pour 
l’Islah, "la réforme de la situa
tion commence par la réforme 
de l'homme". On peut noter 
aussi la volonté de fermeture de 
la fabrique de bière d'Aden, qui 
est un "défi à la Loi de Dieu", 
ou la lutte tous azimuts contre 
la corruption financière et ad
ministrative.

Dans le second chapitre, sur 
le plan législatif, l’Islah de
mande que le Parlement puisse 
à l'avenir jouer pleinement son 
rôle en matière de législation et 
de contrôle. "La réforme de la 
situation du pays n'aura pas 
lieu tant que le Parlement ne 
sera pas un instrument effi-

cace". Les ambiguïtés de cer
tains articles de la Constitution 
ou leur contradiction avec la 
charia nécessitent certains 
changements: "Les articles de 
là Constitution, ses fondements 
et principes doivent être claire
ment définis, ne pas laisser 
place aux contradictions et af
firmer la référence suprême au 
Coran et à la Suma".

Toujours en matière législa
tive, le programme de l’Islah 
mentionne la nécessité de 
s'inspirer des propositions con
structives des oulémas. L’Islah 
souhaite aussi oeuvrer pour 
"l'approfondissement des rela
tions entre le Parlement et le 
peuple", afin de maintenir des 
relations de confiance entre les 
deux et perpétuer l'expérience 
démocratique consultative 
(Chourawiyya).

Une position 
économique libérale

L’Islah désire mener une poli
tique de décentralisation, ren
forcer les appareils de contrôle, 
et mettre fin au chômage larvé 
qui existe dans tous les min
istères. On peut noter aussi le 
désir de voir les forces armées 
remplir pleinement leur 
"mission de défense démocra
tique établi sur le principe 
d'alternance pacifique du pou
voir".

L'information est un maitre- 
mot du programme de l’Islah, 
en ce sens où les médias doi
vent jouer leur rôle de 
"conscientisation" du peuple, 
afin que celui-ci soit davantage 
responsable et qu'une confiance 
s'instaure entre lui et ses gou
vernants. Il est affirmé la né
cessaire liberté de la presse 
contre toute pression exté
rieure.

Sur le plan économique, 
l’Islah affiche une position libé
rale, cherchant à encourager les 
investissements locaux et 
étrangers dans certains do
maines, comme celui des tech
niques avancées ou de 
l'industrie lourde (pétrochimie).

Il souhaite encourager la créa
tion de petites industries et favo
riser le secteur agricole.

Il tient également à palier les 
difficultés économiques ac
tuelles (réduction du déficit 
budgétaire, frein à la dévalua
tion du riyal et de l'inflation). 
Pour plus de justice sociale, 
l’Islah envisage de s'appuyer sur 
les impôts directs plutôt que sur 
les impôts indirects. Il prône 
aussi une meilleure information 
du peuple sur l'utilisation par 
l'Etat des dividendes pétroliers 
et reste hostile à l'usure.

Enfin il affirme son souhait de 
voir s'accroître les relations avec 
les pays voisins et les autres 
pays arabes, dans le cadre d'un 
marché commun des pays 
arabes et musulmans.

Dans le domaine éducatif, 
l’Islah prône l'application du 
principe de l'enseignement 
obligatoire (niveau prépara
toire), la création d’insituts 
scientifiques et d'écoles 
d'apprentissage dû Coran, 
l’élargissement de l"enseignement pour 
les femmes, l'adaptation des 
programmes à la modernité avec 
une politique éducative mieux 
définie et la mise en oeuvre de 
plans de lutte contre 
l'anaphabétisme.

L’Islah entend agir pour une 
amélioration générale des moy
ens de communications et du 
système de santé (pour une 
meilleure répartition des 
hôpitaux et dispensaires dans le 
pays et l'encouragement des in
vestissements privés dans le 
secteur hospitalier). La préser
vation de la famille, la non- 
exploitation de la femme fait 
également partie du programme 
de l’Islah, avec, il faut le sou
ligner, un allègement nécessaire 
des coûts du mariage.

En politique extérieure, l’Islah 
réaffirme son attachement tradi
tionnel et sa solidarité vis-à-vis 
du monde arabe et mususlman, 
notamment envers la Palestine 
et la Bosnie-Herzégovine. Il 
souhaite mettre un terme aux 
conséquences négatives de la 
guerre du Golfe.

Benoît LONCLE

Cheikh Al-Ahmar, chef suprême des tribus Hashed, est le 
chef de file de l’Islah.
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As the Human Soul Soars High:
Struggle of Yemeni Handicapped Women !

By:
Ismail Ali Al-Ghabri, 
Yemen Times.

Everyone attempts to cont
ribute something according 
to his capabilities and po
tential. For some, physical 
disability is not a source of 
frustration and failure, but 
rather an impetus to prove 
his/her worth. Human his
tory is testimony to that. 
There have been many 
overachievers who were 
blind, deaf (or both) or 
physically disabled. Such 
individuals achieved the 
highest levels of academic 
excellence, wrote master
pieces, made important in
ventions, and guided hu
manity. Many handicapped 
persons set world records 
and obtained international 
acclaim in arts, literature 
and science. Many of them 
were admired by their able 
bodied fellow men and 
women for their out
standing achievements.
I interviewed many persons 
encumbered by one or an
other handicap, thus pre
venting them from living 
their lives to the fullest. The 
handicapped persons’ 
approach to life is greatly 
affected by the bad attitude 
of kin and society towards 
them. This is specially true 
for handicapped women.
A common thread running 
through the personal 
experiences of all handi
capped persons is the feel
ing of anxiety, fear and hes
itation caused by, as they 
told me, society’s cruel 
attitude towards them.
Some have succumbed to 
social pressure and resigned 
themselves to their mis
fortunes. They have with- 
drawn to a small shell in 
which they have decided to 
spend their life. Others have 
taken the misfortune as a 
challenge and carved out a 
place for themselves in 
society.
Amal Ahmed is a young 
woman who has been crip
pled since early childhood 
as a result of a poor 
application of a syringe

needle in her thigh. At the 
age of seven, and unable to 
walk, she was refused ad
mission to school. “I am a 
Muslim girl with great faith 
in God. and I overcame 
many obstacles in my life.

Yet, there is one episode 
I shall never forget. One 
day, my father took me 
to school with my sisters. 
He wanted to enroll me. 
The principal of the school 
refused to accept me simply 
because I am a handicapped 
person. She called me ‘poor 
girl’,” Amal said.
“That pity in her eyes 
started a fire in my soul, 
which ever since has been 
my driving force. It gives 
me courage and hope when 
others treat me like one of 
them,” she added.
When asked about her 
chances of getting married, 
she said that her handicap 
does not stand in the 
way, but of course, the 
handicapped have a lesser 
chance to marry. “I have

seen many (handicapped) 
girls married. They are 
very happy and are not 
necessarily married to a 
handicapped man.”
Her advice to .any handi
cappea person is to stand

tall,’ to be patient, and not 
to despair. “A handicap is 
like a trial from God to test 
our faith. We should work 
hard to overcome it and 
achieve our aspiration,” she 
concluded.
Nora, age 17, has been 
paralyzed from the waist 
down since early child
hood. She has travelled to 
many countries for treat
ment but to no avail. “I 
accepted my fate and gave 
up, but I always have 
dreams. I see myself walk- 
ing/running, again. It is a 
fleeting happiness as I 
wake up to the realities,” 
she said.
“I have great difficulty 
when people look at me 
with pity. My own family.
makes me feel that I am 
a burden. Every girl is 
supposed to live with her 
family for a certain time, 
and then move to her own 
home, but who will accept 
me as a wife?”
“It was like a stab in my 
heart when my brother told 
me one day , ‘No one will 
ever ask for your hand in 
marriage. You should not 
even dream it.’ When I 
heard this and the laughter, 
I didn’t want to live,” she 
said bitterly.
Asma, 28, suffers from 
paralysis in one leg. “It 
happened suddenly, at the 
age of 15. I was reading 
when my mother called me. 
I stood up to go to her. I 
felt heaviness in my right 
leg and could not move it. 
I was taken to several hos
pitals, but no cure was 
found. It was a great shock 
to me - to be paralyzed in 
the prime of my youth. 
I accepted my paralysis. I 
studied hard and completed 
my studies successfully. I 
was married and I now 
lead a happy life,” she said 
proudly.

Democracy and Yemeni Women
By:
Saad Salah Khalis, 
Cultural Editor, 
Yemen Times

Democracy is known as 
the socio-political system 
that insures the indiv
iduality of each citizen of 
the society. Thus, it 
creates an unconscious 
bond between the self and 
the collective interests.
Yet, democracy is not 
another political system 
concerned with periodical 
changes of the ruling out
fit. Actually, once adopted 
and traditionalized, it 
turns out to be a way of 
life. This fact raises a cru
cial question. What is the 
role of half, or even more, 
of the society in the devel
opment process?
There, on that fine bor
derline between traditions 
and modernization, the 
Middle ages and this new 
age, stands the woman. 
Women are among all of 
those transacting currents 
of traditional beliefs, 
religion, modernization, 
liberation, basic rights, 
and the material and spi
ritual obligations required 
to keep balance between 
them all; to stand the pres
sure of transitional periods 
in history, such as the 
one that Yemen is now 
experiencing.
However, the question is: 
Are Yemeni women pre
pared to cross the line? Is 
their voting decisive in 
terms of the conscious 
choice of their leaders? 
The answer is likely, no; 
setting aside all pride and 
arrogance accompanying 
such periods of social 
progress.
Can this largely ignorant, 
most vulnerable fraction 
of society take the lead 
and vote for moderniza
tion, free from the in
fluence of the stronger 
fraction which has all 
the power it needs to 
manipulate any social 
decision? No, for sure, but 
this equation is rather 
weak at both ends. If de
mocracy is to be accepted 
as a way of life, the role 
of women will, sooner or 
later, be ah issue that the 
development process must 
compensate for;this is true 
whether or not the other 
fraction likes the situation 
or not. Women, them
selves, cannot take their 
proposed part unless 
special conditions of read
iness are met such as: 
social awareness, econom
ic independance, and the 
ability to form a consid
erable percentage of the 
production force of the 
society.
We may all agree that this 
cannot be achieved with
out the democratization of 
the society as a whole, 
which should be among 
the goals of the forces 
fighting for modernization 
in the coming election.

Modernization is a highly 
controversial concept, 
especially with regards to 
women’s development 
process in societies such 
as Yemen’s. However, 
some of the main themes 
could include: educational 
enlightenment for wom
en, equal opportunities in 
the workplace, elimination 
of social discrimination, 
and building their con
fidence in the importance 
and strength of their role 
in the society.
Keeping a reasonable 
amount of space for 
women-oriented issues in 
future planning is es
sential indeed. Yet, the 
self-motivated private 
leagues and organizations 
are indispensable when 
acting on the level of 
small towns, villages, and 
even quarters; guiding and 
exploiting the female 
population’s potential for 
all kinds of creative 
activities.
This kind of activity 
should provide sacrifices 
and withstand the over
whelming pressure of 
traditional forces that will 
not willingly evacuate the 
positions that they have 
held for hundreds of 
years. However, those sac
rifices are just a tiny price 
to be paid compared to the 
creation of a healthy 
democratic society on the 
threshold of the 21st 
century.
What I would like to say 
to the traditional thinkers 
is...the change is coming 
and it’s inevitable, so why 
not get ready and try to 
apply thoroughly thought 
out steps to control the 
social change process in a 
safe way, before the flood 
of change attacks sud
denly with unstoppable 
force; this could cause all 
prevailing balances to 
collapse with completely 
unpredictable results and 
consequences.
Of course, the educational

process should cover men 
as well as women, as men 
are still the major ef
fective force in the so

ciety.
Concentration should be 
directed towards the 
younger generation, the 
keys to the change and 
development of the future. 
Schools and universities 
alike could be the leading 
proponents and instru
ments of that effort; taking 
the responsibility for 
forming the proper 
cultural background for 
both male and female 
youths. In addition, the 
household education circle 
should be broken by the 
mass media with radio 
and television educational 
programming.
Every transitional period 
is accompanied by big 
dreams, and what I fear 
most is that all of those 
dreams will just die away 
after the settlement of the 
newly elected forces in 
power. When all crucial 
social issues return to an 
office drawer, awaiting 
someone’s sporadic inter
est or limited international 
pressure to end with one 
or two conferences and 
go back to a standstill 
position.
My conclusions is that 
women should vote for 
modernization and libera
tion in the coming elec
tion, and that whoever the 
winners in the elections, 
they should give women 
issues a priority.
Many political parties and 
social organizations have 
initiated countrywide 
campaigns with the aim 
of creating the right 
consciousness to recognize 
the role of women in all 
walks of life. The pro
grams should explicitly 
state the demands of any 
coming government to 
apply whatever means 
possible to ensure against 
the abuse of women and 
denial of their rights.
There can be no healthy 
and civilized society with
out the full participation 
of a productive female 
sector - in both rural and 
urban areas. I am sure that 
if democracy develops 
roots in Yemen, the status 
of Yemeni women and 
their contribution and role 
will improve immensely.

APARTMENT TO LET

A new apartment, 115 square meters, is available 
for rent The apartment is made up of four rooms, 

two balconies, a bathroom and a W.C. 
The apartment is within the Al-Riyadh 

(Saudi Project) located in Maalla, Aden.
Owner is looking for a foreign tenant 

(family or bachelor).

Interested persons please call: 
248021 (Sanaa) 

Ask for Dr. Jaafar
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The Hayel Saeed Anam Group of Companies: 
A Strong Role in Correcting 

Yemen’s Trade Deficit
The deficit in the trade 
balance in the Republic of 
Yemen has put much pres
sure on the economy arid 
many complications on the 
society. As a result, any 
efforts towards the export 
of Yemeni products and 
services receives the full 
encouragement of the gov
ernment. In other words, 
the country is pushing an 
export-oriented develop
ment policy, the countries 
of the Far East being the 
model.
One of the big hopes of 
Yemen lies in the efforts of 
the Hayel Saeed Anam 
Group of Companies, 
whose export earnings have 
been steadily rising. Last 
year, total exports of this 
group exceeded $3.5 mil
lion and this year they are 
expected to grow by at least 
50%.
“Our main markets are 
in four regions: Africa 
(Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somal
ia, Tanzania, Nigeria); Arab 
countries (United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar, Libya, Jordan, Iraq, 
and Lebanon); Europe (the 
United Kingdom, Romania, 
Bulgaria); and South and 
South-east Asia (Malaysia, 
India),” said Mr. Abdul- 
Jabbar Hayel Saeed Anam. 
He added that they are now 
investingating new markets 
in the Netherlands, Ger
many, the USA, Canada. 
“We have sent samples 
of our products to many 
potential importers, and we 
expect to finalize contracts 
soon,” Abdul Jabbar said. 
Speaking about the Yemeni 
products that are presently 
being exported, Mr. Abdul 
Jabbar Hayel Saeed Anam 
specified the following 
products:
- Dairy Products and Juices; 
- Biscuits & Confectionery;

- Chocolates, Candies;
- Ghee, Oils, Soap;
- Sponges, Plastic Products;
- Toilet Paper, Tissues, etc;
- Mineral Water;
-Diapers, Feminine Pads; • 
- Food Products such as

Spaghetti, etc.
He then added that the list 
of export products con
tinues to grow and that the 
potential is excellent.
It will be noted that 
Yemen’s traditional exports 
such as coffee, salt, etc., 
have more or less dried up. 
Instead, Yemen has been 
able to increase new 
exports in three different 
categories as follows: 
- Crude Oil;
- Vegetables and Fruits;
- Manufactured Goods.
Additional exports could 
also be generated from 
mineral exports such as 
gold, copper, zinc, etc. 
However, these are most 
probably a couple of years 
away.

Yemen’s chronic trade 
deficit had, in the past, 
been offset by remittances 
of Yemenis working 
abroad, notably in the oil
rich Arab Gulf states. This 
was further supplemented 
by aid from fraternal and 
friendly countries as well as 
international organizations. 
Both sources were dras
tically affected by the Gulf 
Crisis and its fallout.
Today, the economic hard
ships of Yemen, one symp
tom of which is the bad bal
ance of payments position 
and the subsequent fall in 
the value of the local 
currency (Riyal), has made 
increasing of exports a 
matter of “economic life or 
death.” It is in this light 
that the efforts of the Hayel 
Saeed Anam Companies 
bring hope to the country. 
"We expect encouragement 
from the state, even if in 
the form of awards and 
honors,” Abdul Jabbar said.

The Poultry Industry of Yemen
The availability of chicken 
in the market has reduced 
the pressure on meat 
prices in Yemen. Over the 
years, a typically beef and 
mutton eating society has 
moved over to the white 
meat - chicken and fish.
The poultry industry has 
simultaneously provided an 
answer to meat demand as 
well as supplying the mar
ket with eggs. One of the 
largest investments in this 
field belong to the Omeri 
family whose Al-Omeri and 
Baraka Establishment cov
ers 40-50% of the market 
demand. “The country con
sumes some 120,000 tons 
of poultry every year,” 
explains Mr. Abdullah 
Mohammed Al-Omeri, the 
Chairman of Al-Omeri and 
Baraka group. Abdullah, 
who holds a B.A. in Busi
ness Administration from 
the United Kingdom, has 
been in this business since 
1973.
Asked about how the 
business was doing, Mr. Al- 
Omeri said that there were 
many linkages that could be 
developed in order to make 
maximum contribution to 
society. “The availability of 
the inputs that the poultry 
industry needs represents 
one of the most important 
constraints in the growth of 
the business,” he said. One 
of the main inputs is the 
poultry feed, of which the 
country imports some 
150,000 tons every year.
“Our company, and others, 
are more than willing to get 
into the linkage business 
and make investments. But

the government has to 
reduce its red tape and cum
bersome bureaucracy which 
adds considerably to the 
cost,” he pointed out.
Giving a general assess
ment of the distribution of 
the poultry investments, Al- 
Omeri said that there were 
four major concentrations. 
These are Sanaa, Taiz, Al- 
Barh (off Taiz), and Bajil. 
“There are, in addition, of 
course, sporadic projects 
here and there,” he added.
Entrepreneur Abdullah Al- 
Omeri spoke of the need to 
evolve a full-fledged ‘agri- 
poultry-industry’ to meet 
the demand on the one 
hand, and to provide the

necessary inputs, on the 
other.
Asked about the dramatic 
rise in the price of poultry, 
Al-Omeri attributed it to the 
deterioration in the value of 
the Riyal in the exchange 
market. “A big part of the 
input in this business is 
imported,” he said
Although generally opti
mistic about the economic 
potential of the country, 
Mr. Al-Omeri strongly 
urged immediate reforms in 
government management 
and attitudes to business.

By: Ameen Nouisser, 
Economic Editor, 
Yemen Times.
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ANSWERS to Trial Exams of Page 2:

LITERARY SECTION:

A:
1. reciting, 2. mending, 3. a few,
4. had graduated , 5. on , 6. to realise,
7. studied, 8. seeing, 9. after, 10. so.

B:
1. afford, 2. realised, 3. believe, 4. business,
5. rang, 6. religious, 7. revolt, 8. tarmac.

C:
1. following, 2. known, 3. being,
4. was built, 5. doing, 6. ruled, 7. to write,
8. listens, 9. made, 10. has been.

D:
1. enjoys singing,
2. girl whose,
3. where I lived,
4. the best,
5.I didn’t use to go OR but I don’t now
6. She was given a reward
7.I graduated,
8. As a result of speaking
9. Pale, doesn’t she,
10. go out of business.

SCIENTIFIC SECTION:

A:
1. seeing 2. make 3. smoking
4. leaving, 5. shorter, 6. will tell,
7. length, 8. was built, 9. was crossing,
10. plays

B:
1. girl who,
2.I sold,
3. what my address was...
4. Describe the length of...
5. The pipe is hollow so...
6. and lie down...
7. if she had mended...
8. forward to receiving...
9. the sample carefully...
10. is darker...

D:
1.7 + 9-2 = 14,
2. 1/2-1/3 = 1/6
3. 1/5 > 1/6
4. 3x3.14 = 9.42

English Lessons
Weekly By: Jeanna and Doug

LESSON #40
Adjectives from place names, part three

PRETEST Fill in the blanks with the correct adjective for the place names.
1. A person from Afghanistan is __________________.
2. A person from France is______________________ .
3. A person from Greece is_____________________ .
4. A person from Uzbekistan is_____________________ .
5. A person from Cyprus is_______________________ .
6. A person from Norway is______________________.
7. A person from the Netherlands is______________________ .
8. A person from Switzerland is_______________________ .
9. A person from Kazakhstan is______________________ .
10. A person from Tadjikistan is.

In the last two weeks we have looked at patterns for creating adjectives from place 
names, concentrating mainly on adjectives of nationality. In the last lesson we 
dealt with the suffixes -ish and -i. This week we will finish with one more pattern 
and an examination of adjectives which are completely unpredictable.

Pattern 5: no suffix
There are several place names whose adjectival forms are created not by adding a 
suffix, but by removing one. For these places, the suffix -stan is dropped to form 
the adjective. Like the pattern using the suffix -i, this pattern is limited geo
graphically as most of these place names are from Central Asia.

Uzbekistan.....Uzbek Afghanistan.....Afghan Kazakhstan.....Kazakh

An exception to this pattern was mentioned in last week’s lesson. Pakistan be
comes Pakistani, rather than Pak.

Practice A Give the adjectives for these places:
1. Kurdistan_______________________________
2. Hindustan_______________________________
3. Tadjikistan______________________________
4. Afghanistan_____________________________
5. Pakistan_______________
6. Uzbekistan______________________________
7. Turkmenistan

Irregulars
As is usual in English, there are forms which don’t fit, or even defy, rules and pat
terns. This is particularly true in the area of geographical adjectives. Here is a list 
of some of them, many of which have already been mentioned as exceptions to the 
patterns:

France...... French Greece..... Greek
Cyprus......Cypriot the Netherlands...... Dutch
Norway....Norwegian Switzerland...... Swiss
Belgium... Belgian Germany......German
Britain British Denmark Danish
Sweden........ Swedish Spain...... Spanish
Turkey...........Turkish Thailand......Thai
Egypt...........Egyptian Brazil......Brazilian
Jordan........ Jordanian Iran...... Iranian
China Chinese Burma Burmese

Scotland presents an even more complicated problem. One form follows pattern 
number 3: Scotland.... Scottish. However, there are two other adjectival forms for
this place, both of which are highly irregular: Scots and Scotch. When to use 
which is often debated.

There are other irregulars which take their forms from the original language, such 
as Quebec.... Quebecois.

Test The following places all have adjectives formed according to the five patterns 
we’ve looked at. Following those patterns, write the adjectives.

1. Armenia____________
2. Lebanon_____________
3. Kazakhstan__________

_________ 11. Sudan_______________________
_________  12. Mongolia____________________
_________  13. Finland_____________________

4. Venezuela__________ _________  14. Oman______________________
5. Kenya______________ _________  15. Ethiopia_____________________
6. England____________ __________16. Japan________________________
7. Yemen_____________ _________ 17. Cambodia___________________
8. Kuwait_____________ _________ 18. Vietnam____________________
9. Korea___________ . _________ 19. Morocco_________________ ,
10. Ireland______________________  20. Bosnia______________________

WEEKLY IDIOM
Full of hot air
Someone who is full of hot air talks 
a lot, but doesn’t really say anything 
that is important.

The candidates make a lot of promises, 
but for the most part they are full of 
hot air.

ANSWERS Pretest 1. Afghan 2. French 3. Greek 4. Uzbek 5. Cypriot 6. 
Norwegian 7. Dutch 8. Swiss 9. Kazakh 10. Tadjik Practice A 1. Kurd 2. 
Hindu 3. Tadjik 4. Afghan 5. Pakistani 6. Uzbek 7. Turkmen Test 1. Ar
menian 2. Lebanese 5. Kazakh 4. Venezuelan 5. Kenyan 6. English 7. Ye
meni 8. Kuwaiti 9. Korean 10. Irish 11. Sudanese 12. Mongolian 13. Fin 
ish 14. Omani 15. Ethiopian 16. Japanese 17. Cambodian 18. Vietnamese 
19. Moroccan 20. Bosnian
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• Analysis •

Muslims Are at the 
Receiving End of the 

Stick in New World Order
A survey of the trouble 
spots in the world today 
would quickly show that 
the Muslims face some kind 
of an ordeal. In many 
places, the New World 
Order seems to have 
targeted the local Muslim 
populations.
In Georgia, Shevardnadze 
is shoving around the local 
Abkhazians - a Muslim 
minority. He denies them 
their right to self:rule and 
similar rights.
In former Yugoslavia, the 
Serbs (and to a lesser extent 
the Croats) are killing the 
Bosnian Muslims in a pre
meditated plan to “cleanse” 
the region.
In Azerbaijan, the Armenian 
army has cornered pockets 
of local Azeri Muslims and 
continues on its drive to 
clear the area of Muslims.
In Palestine, the State of 
Israel continues to kick out 
locals and confiscate their 
land to make way for more 
Jewish immigrants.
In India, an increasingly 
militant Hindu majority has 
broken the constitutional 
rights of the Muslim minor
ity.
In Burma, a large number

of Muslims have been 
forced out of their country 
and into Bangladesh.
In many countries in 
Europe (e.g., France, the 
UK, Germany, etc.), sub
stantial Muslim minorities 
(of Arab, Pakistani, Turk
ish, etc., origins) are almost 
under siege and they are 
treated as , second class 
citizens.
In South Africa, a substan
tial Muslim minority is not 
even accepted as a minority 
and its rights, along with 
those of others, are denied. 
We can go on and list many 
examples of violence in 
which the Muslims are at 
the receiving end of the 
stick. It is not a matter of 
paranoia or some kind of 
hallucinations of con
spiracies. There are hard 
facts that prove that the 
leaders of the New World 
Order do not sympathize 
sufficiently with the pain of 
the Muslims.
What should be done?
I think that the answer does 
not lie in rocking the boat 
or disturbing the world 
order, but in making the 
world wake up to its duties 
and responsibilities. A fair 
and just system is easier to 
support and protect.

At the individual country 
level, Muslim governments 
have first to respect their 
own peoples. A Muslim 
state that does not respect 
the rights of its people does 
not have the moral force to 
ask others to respect their 
Muslim minorities. Res
pect of rights should not, of 
course, be limited to just 
the Muslims; but it is the 
rights of Muslims that are 
mostly being violated these 
days.
At the collective level, 
Muslim regional organiza
tions should move beyond 
the traditional rhetoric and 
introduce some basic guide
lines to their work. Ac
cepting a leader for the 
group is the first step to
wards creating harmony 
among the member-states, 
and thus give the organiza
tions some effectiveness 
and credibility.
Journalists, lawyers and 
university professors could 
also play a role in pro
tecting Muslim minorities 
by pointing to the shortfall 
in the Western yardsticks 
for justice and human/ 
political rights.

By:
Prof Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 
Faculty of Economics, 
Sanaa University.

Parties of the Next Elections:
The Rabitah and the Tagammu’

Over the last three years, certain political parties have 
evolved into decent and well-respected parties. We are 
not going to pass judgement on all the political organiza
tions of Yemen, but two political parties deserve our 
applause.
First is Rabitat Abnaa Al-Yemen or the League of the 
Sons of Yemen. Its Chairman, Abdul-Rahman Al-Jafri is 
a man who stands tall in more than way. A man with a 
strong personality, he is well versed in international 
politics, speaks English fluently, and above all, he is a 
good and observing Muslim. He And his colleague have 
guided the party to chart an independent course, without 
being subservient to any of the big parties.
During the last three months, there have been strenuous 
efforts to split this party as a pressure tactic to make its 
leadership bow to the big guys. Today, the Rabitah has 
come out of its ordeal undamaged. “We have a long
term strategy. When all the guys you see in power today 
will have long been gone, the Rabitah will still be a 
force to be reckoned with,” said a senior member. “ We 
are looking at the elections coming up in 1997 and in the 
21st century,” he added.
Second is the Tagammu’ Al-Wahdawi Al-Yemeni. An 
observer once described the Tagammu’ and its anchor 
man, Omer Al-Gawi, as created to be eternally in the 
opposition. The Tagammu’ is indeed another long-term 
party, specially since most of its members are people 
who have a vast knowledge of politics and the political 
options. That is why people call the Tagammu ‘The 
Party of the Intellectuals.’
The Tagammu is vehemently opposed to corruption, and 
that is one reason why it will remain forever a’ poor 
party.’ Its programs insist on cleanliness in handling 
government affairs, and in managing the economy.
Of course, there are other parties that can be called the 
parties of the 1997 elections, but I think these two 
qualify very well. By then, some of the currently big 
ones will have given way.

By: The Political Editor, Yemen Times.
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