
• February 20th through 26, 1994 Volume IV, Issue # 8 •

“This is an example of a not 
so neighborly president I”

It is a disturbing sight. Off 
Zubairi Street, a little distance 
from the Ministry of Oil and 
Mineral Resources is what is 
known as the Asir Mahwa. It is a 
slum or a shanty-town where 
black Yemenis, known as 
Akhdam, live. The whole neigh
borhood is miserable, although it 
is in the heart of the capital city. 
It has no sewer system, no water 
supply, no electricity, no services. 
But the agony of the situation is 
exacerbated by the neighbor - 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.
Next to the shanty-town, and sep
arated by a three-meter alleyway. 
is a big compound which is called 
the “Presidential Garage.” That is 
where president Saleh’s cars and 
vehicles are kept and maintained. 
The garage, about equal in size to 
the shanty-town, is built with nice 
stones, it has electricity, a 
massive water tank towering the 
compound on the side of the 
shanty-town, and all the facilities. 
The juxtaposition and contrast is 
very telling about how much 
responsibility the presidential 
office feels towards the people of 
Yemen.
“We have asked the president’s 
men to extend to the people who 
live next door a pipe to supply 
them with water. They refused. 
To add insult to injury, the mayor 
of Sanaa sent bulldozers to 
destroy the ‘homes’ of these 
people, because he thinks the 
shanty-town destroys the

ambiance of the presidential 
garage. When the bulldozers did 
not work, he converted the 
neighborhood into a dumping 
site for Sanaa city’s garbage.
“The public outcry and the inter
vention of Dr. Yassin Saeed 
Noman, the former Speaker of 
Parliament, made the mayor 
change his tactics, not his mind. 
In short, our officials feel no 
responsibility and duty towards 
these people.

So stated Basmah Al-Qubati, 
Secretary General of the Yemeni 
Mother and Child Council, 
appointed to the post this week. 
Basmah, with a BA with a major 
in physics/chemistry and a minor 
in computers, has been helping 
the Akhdam in her capacity as 
Chairman of the SOFD (Social 
Organization for Family Devel
opment). Through the SOFD, 
established in September 1991, 
she and her colleagues have been

able to initiate voluntary efforts 
to improve the lot of the Akhdam. 
The Akhdam, members of a 
socially-segregated class because 
of their color, now receive 
limited help at the SOFD center. 
The services are financed by 
international donor agencies such 
as Radda Barnen, Oxfam, ICD, 
Netherlands Embassy, Japanese 
Embassy, German Embassy, and 
others.

Continues on page 7

Ready to Sign?
Yes, they are supposed to sign today. All 
sides have signalled they would go ahead, 
although a last minute snag cannot be 
ruled out. There is considerable agonizing 
over the process within the top ranks of 
the Islah and PGC, although there seems 
to be no alternative.
The Dialogue Committee and the Foreign 
Ministry’s Protocol people have left for 
Amman on Thursday. The assistants of the 
President and Vice President have gone on 
Friday. Vice President Ali Salem Al- 
Beedh’s plane was to leave on Saturday, 
and President Ali Abdullah Saleh is to fly 
this morning.
They have been much quarrelling about 
details concerning protocol, not substance. 
The Jordanians have patiently and skill
fully worked through lots of land-mines. 
Keep your finger cross!
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Kidnapping/Hijacking: 
One More Time

It is imperative that our society finds a decisive 
solution to the problem of internal terrorism being 
mounted by unruly tribesmen. It is frightening that they 
are able to terrorize people inside the capital city.
Over the last week alone, six cars were taken at gun
point. In one instance, a mother was scared to death 
when her car - and inside it her little children - was 
driven away by ugly tribesmen. That was in the middle 
of a busy part of Sanaa, the Haddah quarter. Then there 
are two ominous developments, Schlumberger lost a 
small car, a station-wagon. In other words, the 
hijacking is not limited to the 4-wheel drive cars. This 
means the highwaymen can take the car and use it 
within the city, reflecting their level of confidence. The 
second ominous development is what happened to a 
Nabors car, subcontracting for British Gas in 
Hadramaout, between Qaymah and Mukallah. Three 
people were killed, one was from the hijackers side and 
the others two were British Gas guards. This means the 
terrorist incidents are not limited to the tribal strong
hold in the northern part of the country. It also 
happened in Hadhramaut.
This country stands to lose a lot because of these 
events. France has lumped Yemen with twelve other 
nations (such as Libya, North Korea, Iraq, Iran, etc.) in 
a list of countries which are prone to terrorism. That 
decision also required Yemenis resident in France to 
obtain exit visas before their departures.
Germany has issued a circular advising its nationals not 
to go to Yemen. This cuts off an import flow of tourists 
to this country.
Many of our foreign friends living/working among us 
have limited their socializing. In fact, most have 
obtained exit visas and tickets to dash off to the airport 
in case the situation deteriorates further.
I do not understand why the state does not take any 
action. In most cases, the culprits are well known and 
they cannot - morally, legally, or in any other way - be 
defended. These developments have given rise to spec
ulation that maybe some people in high positions are 
interested in letting the situation get out of hand.
Yemen stands to lose a lot by appeasing the terrorists. 
There is nothing that justifies a 
careless attitude to this problem.
Please do something!

ZINDANI CONTINUES TO 
TOUR MILITARY 

BARRACKS
Sheikh Abdul-Majid Al- 
Zindani, Member of the 
Presidential Council and 
Spiritual Leader of the Yemen 
Congregation for Reform 
(known as Islah) continues to 
visit military camps all over 
the country. He preaches the 
importance of supporting 
Islam and those who stand for 
it, implying religious leaders. 
Sheikh Zindani spent much of 
last week in Marin and Al- 
Jawi governorates where he 
mingled with the soldiers. 
Many observers have closely 
followed the conspicuous 
effort of Sheikh Zindani to 
associate with the military.

AMMAN SET TO HOST 
YEMENI CONCILIATION 

MEETING
Amman, the Jordanian 
Capital, has been decorated 
with banners and flags for the 
historic occasion of rat
ification of the 18th January 
Pact issued by the Dialogue 
Committee. Already delegates 
from many countries have 
started arriving to witness the 
occasion. Foreign Minister of 
the Sultanate of Oman, H.E. 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, and Ismat Abdul- 
Mageed, Secretary-General of 
the Arab League are among 
the confirmed guests. Other 
guests include representatives 
of the EEC, the USA and 
other nations. Various ambas
sadors accredited in Amman 
are also invited to attend.
Former Yemeni presidents 
Abdullah As-Sallal, and Ali 
Nasser Mohammed are also 
expected to attend. Other 
senior Yemeni dignitaries 
include" Abdullah Abdul- 
Aalem, Ibrahim Bin Ali Al-

Wazeer, and others who arc 
flying in from their temporary 
residences abroad. From 
Sana'a and Aden, various 
politicians have already flown 
in. Mr. Salim Saleh 
Mohammed, Member of the 
presidential Council and 
Assistant Secretary-General, 
Arrived in Amman on 
February 17th, at the head of a 
large and high level YSP del
egation. On February 18th, he 
held a press conference in 
which he appeared optimistic. 
He also assured that Mr. Ali 
Salim Al-Beedh, Vice 
Chairman of the Presidential 
Council and Secretary- 
General of the YSP arrives on 
Saturday, February 19th.
According to Jordanian 
sources, there will be exten
sive and deep opening up 
among the protagonists. The 
Jordanian Monarch, King 
Hussain, will use all his skills 
to bring the various sides 
together. The Jordanian 
Monarch, who has put his 
prestige on the line, realizes it 
is not just a matter of rat
ification or signing of a 
document. The two sides must 
be able to overcome their fears 
and distrust and must be able 
to work together as one team. 
To do this they must 
overcome much suspicion.
Journalists from many parts 
of the world, including those 
accredited in Amman have 
gathered to report on this 
important event.
Yemen times will file next a 
full report from Amman on 
this event and on the impres
sions and expectations of the 
participants as well as 
witnesses.
Will Amman mark a 
watershed in the political evo
lution of the Republic of 
Yemen? Only time will tell.

Ghana: 1600 People killed in Tribal clashes

Acra, News Agencies
A tribal clash erupted 
last week between 
Nanomba and
Konkomba ethnic groups 
in north east Ghana 
claimed the lives of 
more than 1600 life . 
A senior official in 
Ghana army told the 
press that the army and 
the police managed to 
get the situation under 
control after declaring 
marital status in more 
the 13 provinces affected 
by the violent out break , 
the official expressed 
fear that more causalities

are still in the bush away 
from the main roads 
where the search for 
victims have been 
concentrated, and added 
that more than 67 
villages has been totally 
destroyed and tens of 
thousands of people lost 
their shelter
The bitter differences 
between the two ethnic 
group has caused 
several bloody violence 
break outs in Ghana in 
last twenty years killing 
thousands of people and 
causing a tremendous 
loss of property.

Yemen Trading & Construction Co. Ltd
introduces:

the latest in personal facsimile machines: 
Simple, Reliable, Cost-Effective
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certificate/diploma and have a minimum of four 
year experience installing and repairing radio 

telephone and microwave equipment.

All candidates must be YEMENI NATIONALS

If you meet the above requirements, 
please forward your resume and a photograph 
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Yemen Hunt Oil Company, 
Attn: Personnel Department, 

P. O. Box 481, Sanaa, 
Republic of Yemen
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HAITIANS FACE TOUGHER 
SANCTIONS
Air travel curbs and overall trade 
embargo likely to be part of package

The United States and three other nations 
plan a new series of tougher sanctions to 
force democracy on the poor Caribbean 
nation, a Clinton administration official said 
last week.
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 
Madeleine Albright said On NBC'S Meet the 
Press program that the United States, France, 
Canada and Venezuela were preparing this 
week to promote a package of tighter sanc
tions against Haiti.
"We are looking again at tougher set of sanc
tions which really has three parts to it, has to 
do with air travel, targeted sanctions against 
certain parties there and an overall trade 
embargo," she said. "We are in the process 
of negotiating it," she said.
Human rights activists recently urged Pres
ident Clinton to raise pressure on Haiti's 
military regime to step down by barring U.S. 
firms bring into the United States a variety of 
goods assembled in Haiti, including base
balls, clothing, floor tiles and fishing lures.

they said a United Nations embargo on fuel 
and weapons shipment to Haiti was leaking 
badly, harming Haiti's poor but not the 
military leaders it was intended to force from 
office.
The National Labour Committee, a coalition 
of labour unions that works for human rights 
in Central America, also urged the United 
States to pressure the Dominican Republic to 
better police its border with Haiti to block 
fuel shipments.
They urged the Clinton administration to 
drop efforts to force exiled Haitian President 
Jean-Betrand Aristide to broaden his govern
ment to include opposition politicians.
Aristide, ousted in a 1991 military coup, met 
last week in Washington with a group of 
Haitians parliamentarians in a U.S.- backed 
effort to break Haiti's political stalemate.
In another development, the influential 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Com
mittee, Sam Nunn, urged Clinton to change 
Haiti policy by de-emphasizing the goal of 
returning Aristide to power.
"I think we've got to change our goals," 
Nunn, a Georgia Democrat, said on the CNN 
program.

CHINA DEFENDS STANCE ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS
Beijing yesterday published a ringing defence 
of its position on human rights, accusing 
Western critics of peeking to impose alien 
values on China and failing to live up to their 
own lofty standards. The People’s Daily, 
official mouthpiece of the Communist Party, 
said this months' U.S. ‘State Department 
critique of China's human rights record was 
an unprovoked "accusation and attack" 
on different society.
"This will accomplish the exact opposite of 
what they hope," the newspaper said in a 
commentary.
"To use a Western saying, they are shooting 
themselves in the foot."
The newspaper, noting that links between 
traditional culture and human rights concepts 
are unbreakable, said China should seek its 
won path and ignore foreign threat - chief 
among them Washington's vow to revoke 
trade benefits in June if human rights do not 
improve.
"Hegemonism and strong-arm tactics have 
still not disappeared from international life, 
and their shadows are to be seen every
where," the newspaper said.
China has reacted sharply to the State 
Department report, which said Beijing "fell 
far short of internationally accepted norms as 
it continued to repress domestic critics and 
failed to control abuses by its own security 
forces."
The report is one factor U.S. President Bill 
Clinton must weigh in June when he decides 
if China has made enough rights improve
ments to satisfy his conditions for another 
extension of its Most Favoured Nation

(MFN) trade status.
The People's Daily last week attacked the 
report as foreign interference and provided an 
exposition of the evolution of Western 
human rights concepts stating that property 
equals privilege "Property, and not (Human) 
blood or soul, is the standard for rights," the 
newspaper said.
It is said that while the U.S. constitution 
contained a number of rights guarantees, 
America had to wait until the civil rights 
movement of the 1960s to see the general 
rights protection afforded under China's con
stitution of 1949.
"American blacks and women, because of 
their differences in colour and gender, where 
denied the right to vote for lengthy periods," 
it said.
The People's Daily said Western ideas about 
human rights tacitly accepted the principle of 
"survival of the fittest" and has used this as 
the basis for colonialism, expansionism and 
slavery. "When China's park entrances were 
adorned with signs saying 'no entrance to 
dogs or Chinese' what sort of human rights 
did Chines people have? it asked.
The commentary said that in the world 
dialogue on human rights, all factors should 
be taken into account and the developing 
world should not blindly accept doctrines 
handed down by the West 
"The human rights philosophy of the 
European capitalist revolution has made his
torical contributions," the newspaper said. 
"But the world has gone through great 
changes, and we should make our choices 
with judgment.
"Outside of Europe, there are other, even 
older glorious civilizations with which to 
compare and make choices."

GERMANY TO PROSECUTE
SERB
Tadic ahrged with aiding and abetting 
genocide of the Muslims

The German judicial authorities said last 
week that a Seb named Dusko Tadic has 
been arrested and charged with aiding and 
abetting the genocide of the Muslim popula
tion in bosnia-Herzegovina.
Tadic, 28, who is also accused of murder and 
assault causing g grievous bodily harm, was 
arrested on Feb 12, in Munich by a special 
commando unit of the Bavarian police. He 
had been living in hiding in Germany for 
some months.
It is the first time that anyone has been 
charged in Germany with complicity in 
genocide in connection with the war in the 
former Yugoslav republic. The federal pros
ecutor's office said German law could apply 
whatever the place of the crime and the 
nationality of the accused for such offences 
as genocide which were contrary to the prin
ciples of international law.
The German authority had been on Tadic's 
trail for some time. The federal prosecutor's 
office in Karlsruhe described him as a 
"Serbian citizen," ad a "fanatical adherent to

the cause of Greater Serbia" which he 
"wanted to serve through the policy of ethnic 
cleansing." He was arrested as he left his 
secret Munich lodgings after a coordinated 
operations also involving the federal criminal 
investigation department in Wiesbaden, and 
he was charged on the next day.
The federal prosecutor's office, which 
handles serious crimes such as terrorism, said 
in a communique the United Nations. 
Council of Europe, International Court of 
Justice in The Hague and U.S. State Depart
ment had established that Serbs were 
carrying out a policy of "ethnic cleansing" in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Those responsible had "used murder, rape, 
the wiping out of whole villages and deporta
tions in a war of annihilation aimed at so dec
imating and demoralizing the non-serb pop
ulation that it can no longer resist."
Muslims as a religious and ethnic group had 
been killed, seriously wounded and suffered 
spiritual harm, and the destruction of 
Muslim-owned homes, the taking away of 
Muslims to be put into concentration camps 
and their deportation amounted to their 
partial or total physical destruction, the com
munique said.
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The Al-Mihdhar Mosque:
An Architectural Masterpiece 

and a Religious Symbol
By: Ali Bin Talib, 
Yemen Times.

THE HISTORY:
Tarim is situated in the 
heart of Hadhramaut and its 
history goes deep in 
History. During the early 
years of Islam, Tarim was 
famous as an Islamic 
center, particularly after the 
descendents of Prophet 
Muhammad through Ali 
Bin Talib resided there. 
Very quickly, Tarim 
became the focus of relig
ious education, and the 

fountain 
from which 
all of Hadh
ramaut and 
was drinking. 
Moreover, 
Tarim soon 
became a 
source of
fatwa or
(Islamic 
explanation 
and inter
pretation). In 
the medieval 
times, many 
mosques and 
centers of 
learning 
were built in 
this city and 
the area sur
rounding it. 
By one 

count, some 400 mosques 
were built during this time. 
People from all over the 
country and region travelled 
to Hadhramaut for religious 
learning and advice. Islamic 
theology peaked, with Tarim 
at its center.
Historians indicate that the 
arrival of the Sada (descen
dants of the Prophet) in the 
seventh century helped give 
the region its religious 
importance. With time, 
these pious people were able 
to create a spiritual center in 
Wadi Hadhramaut, and from 
there, their preaching was 
passed to all over the 
country, East Africa, South- 
East Asia, and other faraway 
places.
The people respected these 
pious people and referred to 
them as Al-Sharif and/or Al- 
Habeeb, as a sign of their 
noble origin and deep love 
among the people. They also 
acquired a social role in the 
life of the Yemeni people 
and helped resolve a lot of 
disputes and quarrels among 
the tribes. They acquired a 
strong moral power which 
made people listen to them, 
although they did not have 
power in the executive sense. 
Therefore, they became a ref
erence point for the people as 
well as for the rulers of the 
region.

SHEIKH AL-MIHDHAR:
One of the outstanding relig
ious leaders of Hadhramaut 
was Omar Al-Mihdhar. He 
lived and died in Tarim, and 
the splendid mosque with its 
towering minaret is named 
after him.
Today, the people of Hadh
ramout revere and respect 
the Maqam (residence) of 
Omar Al-Mihdhar in Tarim. 
The residence of this pious 
man has become a gathering 
point for all occasions.
His full name is Sheikh 
Omar Bin Abdul Rahman 
Al-Saqqaf Bin Mohammad 
Mowla Aldwaila known by 
the surname of Al-Mihdhar.
He was born in Tarim in the 
eighth century Hegira 
calendar. Omar was educated 
in the Quranic schools where 
he learned the Quran by 
heart, as well as the inter
pretations. Key among his 
teachers was Sheikh Abu 
Bakir Bin Mohammad Bilhaj 
Ba-Fadhel.
During his youth he travelled 
to the city of Al-Shihre then 
to the North of Yemen. From 
there he travelled to Mecca. 
His life was devoted his life 
to worship and religious edu
cation.
He was a truly pious man by 
all senses of the word. Yet, 
an aspect of his life that has 
not been fully investigated is 

his life as a farmer. He used 
to urge people to till the land 
and seek God’s bounties. He 
used to say, “What you have 
may run short, but what God 
has, is always bountiful”

THE MOSQUE:
The Mosque was built IN the 
beginning of ninth century 
Hegira calendar, some half a 
century ago. Some people 
say that the mosque was built 
during the later part of 
Sheikh Al-Mihdhar’s life.
By this time, Indian and 
Indonesian influence on the 
Hadhramaut region was 
already visible. That is why 
the minaret exhibits this 
influence.
The extrovert nature of the 
architecture also contrasts 
visibly with the traditional 
Yemeni introvert system. 
The facades and arcs all 
show the external influence 
on the mosque. The use of 
space is also another aspect 
of the splendour of this 
mosque.
Studies show that there have 
been many repairs, re
designs and expansions in 
the mosque, but without 
altering the original structure 
of the mosque.
Today, Al-Mihdhar mosque 
is an architectural master
piece and one of the major 
religious symbols of Yemen.
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A New International NGO 
Established in Yemen

By: Fatma Rawah, 
Social Editor, 
Yemen Times.

On Wednesday, 
February 16th, an 
agreement was signed 
by the Yemeni Gov
ernment and the 
Adventist Develop
ment and Relief 
Agency (ADRA) 
According to the 
agreement, ADRA 
will set up shop in 
Yemen and start its 
efforts to assist in the 
development process 
of the country in June 
this year.
ADRA activities take 
two forms: emergency
assistance which is a rush 
job, and development assis
tance based on long term 
goals in developing coun
tries.
“ADRA seeks to enhance the 
quality of life and well-being 
of communities and citizens 
in developing countries 
through self-help projects,” 
explained Jim Neergaard, 
Director of Middle East 
Region who flew into Sanaa 
last week to sign the agree
ment. ADRA provides aid 
without consideration to 
ethnic, political, or religious 
factors.
Headquartered in Washing
ton, ADRA maintains a 
regional offices in various 
regions such as Europe, 
North America, Australia,

Asia and the Middle East. 
The head office of the 
Middle East region is located 
in Cyprus.
There about 17 countries in 
the Middle East which are 
recipients of ADRA activ
ities. Initially, ADRA is 
planning to be involved in 
two different projects in 
Yemen - both located in 
Hajjah governorate. The first 
project is related to health 
care. This is being coor
dinated with USAID, with 
ADRA coming in as the 
operating agency. “This 
project, termed Child 
Survival Health Project, will 
start very shortly,” explained 
Mr. Neergaard. The project 
will be for three years and 
the fund is estimated around

one million dollars.
The second project is related 
to women development, 
again with a focus on Hajjah. 
ADRA is also involved in 
other sectors like agriculture 
and water development.
ADRA International, as a 
private voluntary humanitar
ian organization is rec
ognized by the United 
Nations as well as by many 
donor agencies. It is also 
accredited with the 
American Council of Private 
Voluntary Agencies and the 
International Council of Vol
untary Agencies in Geneva.
Yemen Times welcomes 
ADRA to Yemen and hopes 
it success in its efforts to 
help the country’s develop
ment process.

VACANCY
Job Description for 

Project Director - Yemen 
Support for Women's Associations in Yemen (SWAY)

The Project Director assumes responsibility for the overall leadership and man
agement of all aspects of World Education’s SWAY project with the Yemeni 
Women’s Association (YWA) in Yemen. The Project Director sets the tone by 
establishing and maintaining clear and cooperative relationships within the 
project staff, and with all the project’s constituents.

Duties and Responsibilities:
Assumes overall responsibility for the programmatic direction and activities of 
the SWAY project, in collaboration with all constituent groups.

Supervision:
The Project Director is supervised by the Program Officer in World Education’s 
Boston office.

Requirements and Qualifications
1. Masters degree in a relevant field. (A BA/BS degree, with at least 3 years of 
additional demonstrated, successful overseas programming/management expe
rience, may be substituted for a Masters.)
2. Fluency in English and Arabic.
3. Five years of programming and/or training experience.
4. Two years experience managing and supervising development activities.
5. Demonstrated understanding of, and commitment to, the project’s philosophy 
and concept.
6. Five years experience living and working in the Middle East.
7. Willingness and ability to live in, and respect the traditional Yemeni society.
8. Willingness and ability to live in Taiz, with considerable overnight travel to 
Sanaa and rural areas of the country.

Resumes of applicants must be received before end of February, 1994 
and marked for the attention of:

Joe Moyer,
Senior Program Officer at World Education,

210 Lincoln Street, 
Boston MA 02111, USA. 

Telephone: 617-482-9485; Fax: 617-482-0617.

Notes:
1. This assignment is scheduled to begin on April 1st, 1994.
2. This post is open for females only.
3. Yemenis are welcome to apply.
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This page offers articles translated 
from the local Arabic newspapers.

WHOM DOES THE 
ESCALATION 

SERVE?
Last week we were asking 
about how serious the political 
parties are in overcoming the 
current political crisis and it's 
capability of putting an end to 
the deterioration, while taking 
into account the new require
ments of the phase. 
According to the Document of 
Commitment/Agreement, 
there should be a change in 
the method/style of dealing 
with the issues. The difference 
is not about this matter or in 
explaining any item of the 
Document, but in the con
tinuation of indifference, irre
sponsibility and disrespect of 
laws. Any intentions will 
surely lead to new deteriora
tions and this will not resolve 
the issues put for discussions. 
While we are waiting hope
fully to end this crisis, the 
official media is still going on 
with its squabbles/accusations. 
This is accompanied by 
military moves and fortifica
tions reaching it's climax by 
hijacking an aircraft on it's 
way to Aden. Such a deed has 
escalated the situation to the 
point of provocation and 
further divided the country. 
Hence, putting impediments 
before the endeavors of rec
onciliation, which the 
dialogue committee exerted 
leading to the finalization of 
signing the Document offi
cially. The only explanation 
for this behavior is that some 
are not in agreement with the 
principles of the Document. 
Therefore, they try to arouse 
all this chaos/accusations so 
blame can be placed on the 
other party in case of failure. 
We don't want to be pes
simistic in our views and we 
wish/aspire the best to happen. 
We still believe that there is a 
degree of consensus which 

was achieved on 18 January 
1994, but there are those who 
fish in troubled waters and 
seize opportunities to deviate 
the drafting of the Document. 
In order to pave the way 
toward application, we should 
take into consideration the 
current results of the situation 
and the complications 
emerging from it. It is impor
tant to prepare a suitable envi
ronment for building trust/ 
credibility and the spirit of 
mutual understanding. The 
issue of signing the Document 
is but a part of a national strife 
where unity/evolution of the 
country depends on it.
Editorial,
Al-Thawri, Sanaa. 
10/2/1994.

WARNING AGAINST 
A PENDING 
EXPLOSION

We aren't exaggerating when 
we say that no other document 
has acquired this kind of unan
imous national support as The 
Document of Commitment/ 
Agreement. Since it's 
issuance, what the citizens 
have demanded was how to 
transfer it's items to prac
ticality without any post
ponement or under any 
excuses/justifications. I can 
say that the Document will not 
see it's way to issuance/ 
announcement if the opposi
tion representatives in the 
dialogue committee refuse to 
partcipate in crystallizing it's 
drafting despite the dif- 
ficulties/frictions and decep
tions occurring before as well 
as now. I can affirm that if the 
dialogue was restricted to the 
coalition parties, they would 
not have reached a crystalliza
tion of the document. Since 
the start of the political crisis 
on 19 August 1993, the coali
tion parties were only dialo
guing with themselves. They 

refused any participation of 
the opposition parties in those 
dialogues for they regarded 
the crisis as their own crisis 
and so it erupted. Hence, it is 
within their power to find 
remedies for it. We can say 
that if the issue was confined 
to the parties in authority with 
the dialogue proceeding 
among themselves, no 
document would emerge from 
their dialogues. What they are 
ready to agree upon is only the 
division of authority. Despite 
the coalition parties agreement 
on reducing the activities of 
the opposition and minimizing 
it's role, they were compelled 
to agree on the opposition 
parties participation in the dia
logues in order to reach sound 
methods for dealing with the 
political crisis. Since the 
crisis started the opposition 
parties felt that the ruling 
parties were unable to under- 
stand/contain the crisis. It is 
evident that the crisis has 
intensified and deteriorated to 
the point of exposing the lives 
of citizens to fighting and the 
homeland to splitting. At this 
time the opposition parties 
introduced a paperwork 
including 16 points in addition 
to the paperwork of the 
authority parties. After many 
endeavors/exertions, the con
ferees were able to reach the 
point of drafting the 
Document of Commitment 
and Agreement. But pro
issuance of the Document, 
each part of the coalition 
began to put obstacles before 
the process of implementation. 
One part of the coalition sees 
that the final signing should 
proceed inside of the 
homeland and that the Vice 
President ought to take the 
oath of office. There are some 
who see that the signing ought 
to proceed outside Yemen 
with foreign Arab/ Inter

national guarantees as if the 
foreign guarantees secure/ 
protect the process of imple
mentation. This leads us to say 
that no part in the coalition 
has trust in the other. Then 
how does implementation 
proceed if there is no trust/ 
faith among the partners. 
Now we are on the verge of 
signing the Document and the 
swearing-in ceremonies of (the 
Vice President. We have said 
it before that we are being 
ruled by totalitarian mentality. 
Each part wants to remain 
having the patronage of the 
people. If such a mentality 
remains governing us, no 
detente will occur and our 
country won't see the light or 
any kind of safety, security or 
stabilization.
Editorial,
Al-Haq , Sanaa, 
12/2/1994.

OUR ALTERNATIVE 
IS SACRIFICE

The PGC estimates all the cri
ticism of it's supporters in 
protesting against it's con
tinuous tendency to make con
cessions. The party also evalu
ates this zealous soul which is 
full of concern, patriotism and 
frankness. Hereby, we don't 
deny that we substantially 
made concessions to the other 
part as a sign of good inten
tions to safeguard the uni
fication of the homeland. It is 
within our concrete ideology 
and before two alternatives 
either to make concessions or 
setback and give up unity. 
Our alternative is sacrificing 
everything for the sake of uni
fication. It is our duly to be 
more adherent to the achieve
ments of the revolution, sta
bilization, democracy and 
peaceful transfer of authority. 
It is within our power to 
bridge the rifts and imbalances 
tackle the worsening living 
conditions of the people and 
finalizing the construction of a 
modem state. We ought to 
face all the intrigues/ 
conspiracies of the enemies of 
the homeland boldly. 
Regarding the Document, the 
PGC confirms once again on 
the importance of adhering to 
the Document without devi
ating from it under any 
excuses or justifications. 
Meanwhile starting to imple
ment it based on mutual 
understanding. It is necessary 
to be on the alert to prohibit 
any deteriorations which 
might put obstacles in the way 
of it's implementation or 
trying to fabricate or add some 
additional demands on the 
Document. Il is certain that 
the Yemeni masses arc 
waiting for the coalition 

parties to hasten signing the 
Document to end up the crisis 
for good.
Editorial
Al-Mithak , Sanaa 
14/2/1994

A BACK PAGE CARD 
The current political crisis 
took serious dimensions after 
reflecting itself on the foreign 
policy of the Republic of 
Yemen and it also caused a lot 
of harm to the reputation of 
the state envisaging a bad 
picture about the situations in 
Yemen. The forgery by the 
official media of the European 
Community's statement about 
the crisis gave an impression 
of credibility of those appa
ratuses in conveying and 
translating the statement. The 
other event was the hijacking 
of the 707 aircraft compelling 
it to land in Hodeidah after 
detaining it's crews and plun
dering it's load. Through 
exhibiting the articles on 
Channel One, Sanaa, the so- 
called missile batteries 
appeared to be mere electrical 
batteries along with other tele
communications equipment. 
The two events proved a parti
tion mentality. It also gave an 
impression that this kind of 
mentality is ruling the country. 
The whole action intended to 
put new impediments before 
the dialogue committee's 
endeavors through such fab
ricated deeds.
Back Page Editorial, 
Qassim Ahmad Abdul Rab, 
Al-Mustaqbal, Sanaa, 
13/2/1994.

TERRORISM AND ITS 
JEOPARDY ON ALL

THE LEVELS
Am anti-terrorism campaign 
was started recently. It began 
by mobilizing public opinion 
against those giving any pro
tection or umbrella to ter
rorism.
It is worth mentioning that ter
rorism has become the core of 
all the deliberation and dis
cussions particularly those 
items mentioned in the 
Document on 18th Feb, 1994. 
According to the Document, it 
is necessary to take decisive 
measures to arrest the persons 
accused of disturbing the 
security of the nation by being 
involved in assassinations, 
hijacking, kidnapping for
eigners, robbery and other 
such violations. Today, after 
things have become clear no 
one can hide the facts about 
intimidation. It is important to 
take practical steps/measures 
to confront terrorism. Outside 
of Yemen, there is an accusa
tion pointing toward Yemen 
as one of the states of terrorist 

activity. It is essential for us 
to take tangible measures to 
protect the homeland and the 
citizens from this continual 
problem which is having an 
impact on the whole economic 
investment activity in Yemen. 
The implementation is to 
arrest all the criminals who 
are wanted by the law and to 
forbid the entry into Yemen of 
those suspected in other coun
tries. The jeopardy of ter
rorism harms the reputation of 
Yemen externally. Thus, 
what we require is a credible 
way in which to deal with ter
rorism, otherwise, how are we 
going to build up a state of 
law/system based on modern
ization. We must focus on 
combatting all kinds of illegal 
actions.
By Saleh Saeed Bamatraf 
Hadhramaut, Hadhramaut 
13/2/1994

THE PROCESS OF 
IMPLEMENTATION

Within the framework of 
implementation of the 
Document, the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party confirms the 
necessity of reaching a clear 
vision for the progress of 
implementation. It was 
supposed to sign the 
Document in Amman. The 
party demanded to take pro
cedural steps to consolidate 
trust on the official informa
tion media/security levels. 
The party's representative in 
the dialogue committee 
summoned up these demands 
in the following points:
1- Specifying the procedural 
steps of the process of imple
mentation in the post-signing 
period.
2- Before the process of 
signing there should be steps 
to make corrections in the 
official media and security 
measures to pave the way for 
the signing.
3- The legislative/executive 
authorities should take steps 
regarding the Document, a 
social documentation, by 
which all the people granted 
their consent on it.
4- All the parties should 
initiate sending their can
didates to the committee 
dialogue to proceed forming 
the branch committees and the 
follow-up committees to 
implement.
5- The executive committee 
should work hand in hand 
with the follow-up committee 
to lay down a plan for imple
mention.
Front Page Editorial, 
Al-Gamaheer, Sanaa, 
14/2/1994 .

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND
In Sana'a 

invites applications for the post of

NATIONAL PROGRAM OFFICER
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in Yemen requires a National 
Program Officer (NPO) for its office in Sana'a. This is a demanding senior level 
position with the successful candidate primarily being involved in the formula
tion, implementation, evaluation and follow-up of UNFPA programs and 
projects in the Republic of Yemen.
Specific duties of NPO include the formulation and revision of project docu
ments and budgets, appraisal of project proposals, day-to-day monitoring of 
project implementation, and evaluation and reporting of project activities. The 
incumbent will also be required to contribute to the formulation and evaluation 
of the overall UNFPA program in the country. In addition the NPO will be given 
specific thematic or sectoral responsibilities in line with his or her background, 
interests and/or needs. The job calls for frequent liaison with government offi
cials, U.N executing agencies and other development aid partners. Analysis and 
interpretation of background data and frequent oral and written presentations are 
a major aspect of the job.
The successful candidate will possess a post-graduate degree in a development 
related field in the social sciences, i.e, Economics, Demography, Sociology and/ 
or a strong background in Public Health.
Candidates with several years of professional experience in the field of develop
ment in Yemen will be preferred. Excellent written and oral skills in both 
English and Arabic are essential.
The position is open only to Yemeni nationals. Qualified women are encouraged 
to apply. An initial contract of one year will be offered (subject to medical clear
rance), with the possibility of a long term career. Interested candidates are 
requested to send applications with a detailed curriculum vitae to : The Country 
Director, UNFPA, P. O. Box 551, Sana'a.
Applications should be received no later than March, 1994 and any applications 
received after that date will not be considered. Only those candidates strictly 
meeting the requirements should apply and acknowledgement will be sent only 
to short-listed candidates.
For further information please contact Mr. Fouad Shomali, Assistant Resident 
Representative, Administration Section, UNDP Sana'a office at the following 
address:-

P.O.Box 551, 
Sana’a

Tel.No 215505/6/7
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Continued from page 1:
The President’s Neighbors...

There are various groups of 
women who arc involved in 
many things. One group is 
learning the alphabet and 
literacy. They are given 
certificates that correspond 
to those in regular schools, in 
case some women want to 
continue their education.
A second group is involved 
in basket weaving and other 
hand-made products. Akiko 
Sato, a Japanese volunteer, is 
helping teach them skills.
A third group is involved in 
knitting and sewing. The 
center provides the garments 
and other raw materials. The 
women produce clothing 
which are sold in the market. 
“We plan to hold an exhibi
tion on 15 Ramadhan (25th 
February) at Dar Al-Kutub, 
on Al-Qasr Al-Jumhuri Street. 
“We hope people will come 
because we have worthwhile 
things to sell, and as a 
gesture of support to these 
efforts,” said Basmah.
The products include toys, 
doll, garments, baskets, etc. 
The revenue is split between

the center and the women 
who make the product.
Medical care is available at 
the center. SOFD contracted 
a medical doctor to pay two 
visits a week to the center to 
provide medical check-up 
and diagnosis. SOFD then 
purchases the medication 
prescribed by the doctor.
SOFT also provides school 
uniforms to the children of 
the women who come to the 
center. “We also buy their 
school-books.”
Basmah indicated there are 
some one million Akhdam 
people in Yemen. “There are 
seven shanty-towns in Sanaa 
alone, the Asir Mahwa (shan
tytown) alone has over 2000 
residents,” she concluded.

Basmah Al-Qubati: “Some sense in a senseless situation.”

Three Groups of Women: Learning the alphabet, producing baskets, sewing garments

Inside one of the “homes”: The average size of a family is nine persons

Overcrowding the few playing facilities at the SOFD Center

THANK YOU !
The management and staff of Deutag Drilling, Yemen Branch, want to thank 
all companies which donated to the Charity Raffle Show during our New 
Year Party at the Sheraton Sanaa Hotel on 31st January, 1993.
We would like to thank all the companies which attended our party.
The amounts collected during the party have been donated to Mother 
Theresa’s Missionaries of Charity in Sanaa.

We would like to especially thank the following sponsors:

Al-Sunaidar Travel & Tourism;
Alyemda;
Asharq Masood International;
Ashtal Trading and Tourism;
Bin Al-Mutahar Oil, Mining & Services;
British Airways;
Dowell Schlumberger;
Enterra Furnet Machine Shop Ltd;
Enterra Oilfield Services Ltd;
Furnet Petroleum Services Co. Ltd;
Gulf Air;
Hawk International Construction;
Ilias International Trading & Tourism;
International Bank of Yemen;
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines;
Panalpina Gulf LCC;
Peschaud Yemen;
Schlumberger Anadrill;
Schlumberger Wireline & Testing;
Sheraton Sanaa Hotel;
Taj Sheba Hotel;
Yemen Catering & Services Ltd;
Yemen Holland Chemical Maintenance Contracting Ltd;
Yemenia - Yemen Airways;
Yemen Kuwait Shipping & Forwarding Co. Ltd;
Yemen Logistics & Supply Co. Ltd.;
Zia Ul Haq & Sons Catering Co;
Zimex Aviation Yemen.

DEUTAG DRILLING - YEMEN BRANCH
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The Property Centre: 
A Story of Success Based on Hard Work

By:
Mohamed Abdulhamid,
Yemen Times.

”We started this business with two thousand Dollars - 
borrowed from friends and relatives. There were four 
employees,” explained Mr. Habib A. Ishaq, chairman 
and owner of the Property Centre. That was only two 
months before the Gulf War. Habib, 39, was armed 
with a lot of determination, and quite a few good ideas. 
That is why today, just more than three years later, the 
Property Centre is a leader in the real estate business. 
Total annual revenue is more than US$ 2 million, and 
over 140 employees work for the company.
The Property Centre runs a 
very lucrative business of 
fully furnished and serviced 
apartments and suites in 
more than 28 buildings in 
Sana'a alone. “We are now 
moving into new areas. The

Crown and Plaza buildings 
offer apartments and suites 
that are ideal for the exec
utive who wants to start 
from day one of arrival. We 
can literally pick up a 
person from the airport, and

he/she can move in directly 
in his/her apartment,” he 
explained.
Some of the new facilities 
are extremely handy - like a 
computer, a secretarial 
network, etc. “You can 
have your office and res
idence in the same place, 
and with all the facilities," 
he said.
Mr. Habib stressed on hard 
work as the basic factor in 
the success of the company. 
“We have no Fridays or 
Sundays. We work every 
day, and all hours as long 
as we are awake. It is the 
only way to create such 
success in such a short 
time.”
Willingness to overcome

the difficulties and think of 
new ways is another factor. 
We pay a nice bonus for 
any person who can lead us 
to ways to do things better 
and at lower costs. “If a 
guard or a clerk or any of 
other employee comes up 
with a good idea, we 
encourage them by paying 
a remuneration. That way, 
our employees get involved 
in the planning and exe
cuting of our work. We do 
have a good group of 
highly qualified people, 
especially our General 
Manager, George Shamat,” 
he said.
That is why the Property 
Centre can offer an exec
utive suite a the rate of a

room in the regular hotels. 
Yet, the suites are superior 
in many ways, if at least for 
the family ambiance and 
personalized and friendly 
atmosphere that prevails in 
them. The security system 
is highly sophisticated and 
effective. In addition there 
is a 24-hour guard system.
One of the advantages of 
the Property Centre res
idences is that they offer a 
package arrangement. “We 
offer the whole range of 
services - laundry, 
cleaning, catering, and sat
ellite TV, business facil
ities, etc. We have a 24- 
hour stand-by/call-in 
service with four mobile 
phones to key people who 
can be reached at any 
time,” stated the Property 
Centre Chairman.
As a leader in the real 
estate business, the 
company has been instru
mental in creating stan
dards for the sector. In 
addition, it has also 
involved itself in the design 
of new construction.
“Building a house is one of 
the most sensible options 
for investing in Yemen. We 
still do not have share 
holding companies in 
which to buy stocks, and 
many of the investment 
outlets arc not suitable. So 
people build houses,” 
explained Habib.
Unfortunately, however, 
the supply does not match 
the demand. Many people 
build large villages, which 
are like palaces, and they 
hope to rent them out to 
foreigners. The truth is that 
foreigners are often single, 
or if they are with their 
families, they do not need 
large palaces.
Even then, there is a prom
ising future for the property 
business in Yemen, in 
general, and in Sana'a in 
particular. “But they need 
some guidance. It is useful 
to match the demand. We 
give free advice on how to 
design a building, what 
kind of lay-out, finishing to 
use, etc. If the landlord 
follows our advice, we 
commit to rent the building 
immediately as soon as it is 
ready,” stated Mr. Ishaq.
In some cases, where there 
is pressing demand, like in 
Aden, the company rents an 
existing building and 
makes the necessary altera
tions to accommodate the 
needs of its clients. “We 
have tried this approach in 
Aden, but so far we have 
not succeeded. We are very 
eager in expanding into the 
Aden market,” said Habib.
In spite of its enormous dif
ficulties, working in the 
real estate business is 
extremely fulfilling. That is 
what keeps Habib Ishaq 
and his people going, and 
that is what makes the 
Property Centre continue to 
grow.

The Top Management 
off the Property 

Centre

Habib Ishaa. Chairman

George Shamat, Gen Mngr

Sami Ishaq, Finance Manager

Selah Abdullah, Admin Mngr

Khaled Dailamy, Sales Mngr

A/Dailamy, Maintenance Mngr

Moh’d Al-Ma’amari, Accounts



In the Beginning There Was the WORD!
Adapted and abridged from: 
The World and I, 
February, 1994.

A) BACKGROUND:
The birth of the universe is 
one of the principal themes 
that have confounded humanity 
since we first inhabited this 
planet. How did it all start? 
what was it made of? Who 
started it? What was/is the 
purpose? These and other 
questions have been the source 
of Many legends, myths, and 
religious beliefs.
The peoples of the Middle 
East, notably the Arabs and 
their ancestors, contributed 
enormously to creation stories. 
Here, the earliest creation 
motif was recorded in writing, 
now uncovered in sources 
from ancient Iraq, Egypt and 
Yemen dating from the third 
millennium B.C. In fact, the 
oldest creation stories doc
umented in writing originated 
in the Middle East. Although 
somewhat altered through the 
millennia of human history, 
they have helped shape 
modern views of the world 
and its origin.
The creation stories of the 
Sumerians, Babylonians, 
Egyptians, Sabaeans, and 
other ancient cultures are at 
the foundations of all the relig
ious systems that developed in 
the Middle East - systems 
whose doctrines became 
central to the growth of 
Western and current world 
civilization and have spread 
and persisted around the 
world.
Let us go through a limited 
survey of how humanity 
evolved its conception of the 
birth of the universe.

B) THE CHRONOLOGY:
The people responsible for 
developing most of the earliest 
ideas were the ancient Sumer
ians of Mesopotamia (more or 
less the area of modem Iraq). 
Yet, the Sumerians remain 
somewhat of a mystery: their 
origins and language affilia
tion remain still unknown. 
However, we can read their 
texts, thanks to the work of 
philologists who pieced 
together the Sumerian vocab
ulary and grammar from mate
rials uncovered in various 
parts of Iraq and elsewhere. 
Reconstructing the past based 
on such sources is difficult. It 
seems to be an unwritten law 
of archaeological inquiry that 
the most important ancient 
texts and paragraphs are 
always fragmentary or 
missing. The more remote the 
society, the more difficult and 
challenging the process. 
Patient archaeologists and phi
lologists must carefully 
assemble scattered, often acci
dentally discovered, informa
tion. Through their efforts we 
may understand ancient ways 
of life and perceptions of the 
world, as expressed through 
various myths and other 
literary compositions.
Flourishing at the end of the 
fourth and throughout most of 
the third millennium B.C., the 
Sumerian civilization left frag
mentary written records from 
which modem scholars have 
reconstructed its cosmology. It 
must be remembered that the 
crucial points of the Sumerian 
perception of the universe's 
creation are rarely explicitly 
stated but are implied by the 
text or by the choice of ideo
grams and compound terms.
In the second half of the fourth 
millennium B.C., the Sumer

ians became the first people to 
create a writing system, cunei
form.
Masters of invention, they also 
left the foundation for almost 
every form of inquiry in 
science, philosophy, literature, 
and other intellectual 
endeavors. But the Sumerians 
never formulated any general, 
all-pervading laws. They were 
pragmatists who focused their 
attention on practical descrip
tions of surrounding phe
nomena, not on abstract 
thinking, the Greek contribu
tion to human knowledge.
Pharaonic Egypt, advanced the 
“knowledge” of creation one 
step further. Theirs was a more 
advanced form of religion and 
deity. Neighboring Phoenicians 
also added to the accumulating 
beliefs on how it all started.
To the south, ancient Yemenis 
were involved in their own 
version of how Shams, the 
Sun God, created the universe. 
All in all, Middle Eastern 
beliefs which predate Islam 
have been subjected to a 
strong drive to take the back 
seat. As Professor Yusuf 
Mohammed Abdullah, Yemen’s 
foremost authority in the field 
states, Muslims tend to forget 
intentionally their pre-Islamic 
heritage.

C) SUMERIAN MYTHS:
To the Sumerians, it all started 
with a goddess. They believed 
that the first cause or prime 
mover of the process of 
creation was the ever-present 
water, a kind of primeval sea. 
S. N. Kramer, who devoted 
most of his life to reading and 
interpreting Sumerian texts, 
pointed out that one of the 
clay tablets listing the names 
of Sumerian deities includes 
the name of the little-known 
goddess Nammu. This name is 
written with the ideogram for 
"sea", and the goddess is 
described as "the mother, who 
gave birth to heaven and 
earth." Another text proclaims 
her to be "the mother, the 
ancestress, who gave birth to 
all the gods."
Because this primeval sea was 
looked on by the Sumerians as 
eternal force, questions about 
what was prior to it, both in 
terms of time and space, were 
never asked. In fact, the water 
of Nammu was perceived as 
the ever-existing matter or 
law, from which other 
elements emerged according 
to an "order of appearance" 
somehow encoded within it. 
The first elements to emerge 
was the universe, imagined as 
the united whole of vaulted 
heaven over flat earth. 
Whether the universe was per
ceived to be "the mountain of 
heaven and earth", as sug
gested by a line from the myth 
"Cattle and Grain", is uncer
tain, but the unity of heaven 
and earth is confirmed by the 
Sumerian term for universe, 
an-ki, which literally means 
"heaven-earth". Both parts of 
the universe were thought of 
as deities in human form: An 
(heaven) was male; Ki (earth) 
was female.
the united whole of the 
universe, an-ki, was ended by 
their son, the air god Enlil. 
According to the myth 
"Creation of the Pickax," Enlil 
“Took care to move away the 
heaven from earth.”
After separating heaven and 
earth, Enlil filled the space 
between them with lil, the 
atmosphere, setting the stage 
for further organization of the 
universe and creation of new

elements. At this point, heaven 
was believed to consist of the 
sky and the "great above" 
where the sky deities resided. 
The earth included the surface 
and the "great below," the 
underworld where the cathonic 
gods and goddesses dwelled. 
The order of further creations 
is rather confusing. In addition 
to the three creating deities of 
the universe story, a fourth 
god, Enki, was somehow con
ceived. Although one text 
describes him as the son of 
Nammu, his name indicates 
that he is "lord of the earth." 
His name and origins are even 
more clouded because the 
Sumerians clearly regarded the 
god Enlil as lord of the earth. 
Enki, for his part, was 
depicted as king of the abzu, 
the sweet water perceived to 
exist under the earth as the 
source of all springs and 
rivers.

These four deities - An, Ki 
(also known as Ninmah, Nin- 
hursag, and Ninti), Enlil, and 
Enki (Semitic Ea) - were 
responsible for creating three 
astral deities: the moon, sun, 
and Venus. The moon god, 
known as Sin or Nanna 
(begotten of Enlil and his 
female Counterpart Ninlil), 
was perceived as travelling 
across the heavens in a basket 
and bringing light to the 
darkness. The means of trav
eling from east to west as well 
as the nightly whereabouts of 
the sun god Utu (in Semitic, 
Shamash, the Sabaean Shams), 
son of Nanna and his spouse 
Ningal, are still unclear. 
Although capricious, Inanna 
(Semitic Ishtar) - elevated by 
the ancient Yemenis to the 
rank of one of the highest gods 
- associated with Venus was 
the most beloved deity of the 
Middle East. Inanna was either 
the daughter of Nanna or of 
An.
Through the actions of these 
deities, their offspring, and 
their decrees, earth was soon 
covered with plants, animals, 
and people. Cities were estab
lished and other elements of 
civilization brought into exis
tence. The sky was filled with 
stars and planets, depicted 
poetically as "the big ones 
who walk about [the moon] 
like wild oxen" and "the little

ones who are scattered about 
[the moon] like grain." The 
most active roles in these crea
tions were played by Enki and 
Enlil, who remained very 
much involved in the affairs of 
the mortal world.
Although these seven deities 
had the power to create other 
gods and phenomena, they 
were not really creators in the 
transcendental sense. They 
were just the most important 
part of the creation process 
itself, which was encoded in 
the boundless waters of 
Nammu. They were the first 
step in the creation of other 
elements that had to come into 
being because of destiny.

D) THE BABYLONIAN 
CONTRIBUTION:
The concept of destiny is an 
integral part of Babylonian 
thought. The creation of any 
phenomenon was unfinished

and incomplete until its fate 
was decreed. This way, its 
purpose and function were 
known by and in accordance 
with the universal law of the 
primordial sea. the rules of the 
universe could not be changed, 
and all actions that threatened 
the existing order, whether 
committed by deities or by 
humans, required an appro
priate punishment imposed by 
the old council of gods known 
as Annunaki. Life had to 
proceed the way eternity 
decreed it, along the lines of 
qismat (destiny) today.
Although Semitic groups, who 
arrived in Mesopotamia during 
the third millennium B.C., 
conquered the region, Sumer's 
traditions and language 
survived long after its people 
were gone. Sumerian ideas on 
creation were adopted by the 
Semitic people and then incor
porated into other traditions. 
The Akkadians, Babylonians, 
and Assyrians followed the 
Sumerian path in almost every 
field, including religion.
The perception of the 
universe, the divine names, 
and the order of creation were 
preserved in Semitic creation 
stories of the second and first 
millennia B.C., but the overall 
character of religion had 
changed. The most famous 
Babylonian story of creation, 
Enuma Elish (When above

the heaven ...), was composed 
in writing during the First 
Babylonian Dynasty (the nine
teenth to sixteenth centuries 
B.C.). Rather than being a 
general, philosophical dis
cussion of origins, it records 
the political endeavors of the 
god Marduk.
The Enuma Elish begins with 
the existence of a watery abyss 
before the formation of earth 
or heaven. However, in 
contrast to the Sumerian 
myths, the waters arc mixed 
and represented by three 
beings: the goddess Tiamat 
(salt water), her husband Apsu 
(sweet water), and their son 
Mummu (possibly mist and 
clouds resulting from the 
watery chaos). Sometimes, 
Tiamat and Mammu are per
ceived as a unity, explained as 
the Mother-Tiamat. These per
sonified, mingled waters rep
resent original chaos envel
oped in darkness, which 
brought forth the generation of 
young deities including the 
Sumerian gods An and Enki 
(appearing here as Nudimmud 
and Ea).
The youngsters' misbehavior 
angered Apsu, who wanted 
them killed. Fearing for their 
lives, the young gods killed 
Apsu and imprisoned 
Mummu. This act infuriated 
Tiamat, who decided to take 
action against her grand
children. She invested Kingu, 
her second husband, with the 
"Tablets of Destinies," which 
symbolized the power over 
existing forces. All deities, 
with the exception of Marduk 
(son of Ea and Damkina), 
became frightened, knowing 
that they could not defeat 
Tiamat. This was the time for 
Marduk to seize control. He 
made a deal with all the other 
gods that if he were to win the 
struggle with Tiamat and 
Kingu, the whole kingdom 
would be his. The desperate 
deities agreed.
After a long battle, Marduk 
killed Tiamat and Kingu, 
removed the "Tablets of Des
tinies," and assumed the 
highest powers. Then he split 
Tiamat's body into two parts 
from which he created sky and 
earth. Marduk installed deities 
in the firmament, set up the 
celestial bodies to provide 
light and measure time, and 
created humankind.
It is obvious that the epic was 
composed to justify the Bab
ylonian god Marduk's usurpa
tion of power from the other, 
older deities of the Mesopo
tamian pantheon. The political 
character of the Enuma Elish 
is supported by the fact that 
the poem was recited during 
the official festival of akitu 
(New Year) and that Assyrians 
apparently played with the 
same idea, replacing Marduk 
with their own god Assur.

E) EGYPTIAN CREATION 
MYTHOLOGY:
Creation stories of pharaonic 
Egypt also focused on the 
existence of a primordial 
ocean known as Nun (Father 
of the Gods), which was some
times conceived of as the 
cosmic egg. Its waters were 
stagnant, eternal, and motion
less. They were embodied by 
darkness, and it was feared 
that one day they might crash 
through the universe and end 
the world.
A primordial hill emerged 
from these lifeless waters, and 
life was created by various 
deities. According to the cos
mological doctrine from Heli

opolis, dating from the third 
millennium B.C., the sun god 
Atum (sometimes Re) came 
forth on a lotus flower on the 
hill known as Benben. 
Through the act of masturba
tion, Atum created the next 
generation of deities, Shu (air) 
and Tefnut (moisture), who in 
turn begot Geb (earth, male) 
and Nut (sky, female), parents 
of the four deities associated 
with Osirian legends.
The Hermopolitan doctrine, 
although recorded later, is 
thought to have developed 
earlier than other Egyptian 
cosmogonies. It proclaims the 
supremacy of the god Thoth. 
Early stories stated that the 
first beings to appear on the 
primordial hill were four 
males, represented as frogs, 
and four females, in the form 
of snakes. Together they fash
ioned the egg from which the 
god Amon hatched, bringing 
life to everything else. In later 
tradition, Thoth laid the egg.
The third important doctrine of 
ancient Egypt was formulated 
in the third millennium B.C. in 
the political capital of 
Memphis. The leading god 
was Ptah. This cosmogony is 
interesting because it repre
sents one of the first examples 
of the so-called logos doctrine, 
or creation ex nihilo (creation 
from nothing). This is the act 
of creation by uttering a word, 
without using any substance. 
Here, Ta-tenan, identified with 
Ptah, emerged from the 
motionless waters of Nun as a 
primordial hill. Ptah created 
everything with his teeth and 
lips by pronouncing the 
identity of new beings. This 
type of creation remind us of 
the words of the New Testa
ment: "In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was 
God." The same tradition of 
God creating by announcing is 
also carried over into Islam.

F) ANCIENT YEMENI 
CREATION BELIEFS:
The beliefs of ancient Yemeni 
civilizations have yet to be 
fully documented. But a tablet 
of poetry, 27 lines, discovered 
and documented by Dr. Yusuf 
Mohammed Abdullah in the 
mid-1980s at the site of Qania 
near Sawadiya, attributes the 
origin of creation to the Sun 
God, Shams. The poem, Tar- 
neemat Shams, translated into 
Arabic by Suleiman Al-Issa, 
speaks about adventures of 
Shams during creation. Other 
heavenly bodies, as well as our 
earth and ourselves, were the 
product of these adventures.
The ancient Yemenis used to 
worship the heavenly stars, but 
notably, Shams.

F) CREATION STORIES 
IN THE HEAVENLY 
RELIGIONS:
According to Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic beliefs, God was 
the source of creation. There is 
no mention of anything earlier, 
and to demand anything pre
ceding God is blasphemous.
Although none of the religions 
acknowledge borrowing from 
the accumulation of human 
mythology - as they attribute 
their sources to divinity - the 
influence cannot be missed. 
Creation stories of the universe 
from ancient Iraq, Egypt and 
other places must have influ
enced the Torah, Bible, Quran, 
and other books. The ancient 
stories seem to be the source 
of inspiration for all of them.

Continued on page 14



February 20th, 1994

RESOLUTION OR DISCRIMINATION?

It made me angry to learn that 
the new resolution regarding 
the identity card to Yemenis 
bom abroad makes strenuous 
demands, especially at this time 
when we expect a change and 
progress.
The resolution of the Ministry 
of Interior states that the 
muwalladeen (Yemenis bom 
abroad) must travel to their 
father's birth place to get the 
bitaqa, irrespective of where 
they presently live. They are 
not allowed to obtain in where 
they work, and most of them 
work in Sana'a. We tried to 
explain the difficulty of going 
to remote villages and spend a 
long tie to process paper-work. 
But the officials in charge 
always respond that it is the 
decision of the "Prime 
Minister" and that they are 
unable to change the require
ments. That's not true.
The expenses incurred in this 
process are phenomenal. Trav
eling to the countryside, and 
spending a number of days 
there, then searching for for
gotten relatives is an expensive 
business. The whole process is 
a difficult ordeal.
Even so-called relatives ask for 
money in order to testify. The 
process repeats itself from 
office to office. Often, any 
piece of paper is signed by a 
dozens or more people. For 
each signature, one has to reach 
out to one’s pocket, if I am in a 
clean shirt my paper will 
remain clean. The restrict 
investigation makes oneself 
feel criminal and the under
estimation creates inferiority 
complex. Imagine, we bom and 
brought up abroad and we seen 
as stranger among our own

relatives at countryside. We 
sometimes feel shy to give 
bribe while it is the only 
solution.
Those who do not have money 
or relatives "God be with 
them". The situation is even 
bad for those who are new 
comer and have a problem of 
communicating. Yemeni 
national bom abroad are facing 
several problems to get their 
identity card which we really 
consider it as "Residence 
pennit". Once upon a day, the 
continuing discrimination 
might be end in relation. I am 
scared and that may happen. 
Nationality claim to Yemeni 
officials means something 
related to their property or 
land. I wish if they could be 
serious and feel responsible in 
their job. I still remember that 
some years ago, I had read on 
Yemen Times an article "where 
do we belong?" The question is 
still floating.
I like to point out that, it is 
unfair to send the so called 
muwalladeen to the remote are 
where our fathers isolated long 
lime ago.
We know that, the brutal and 
unjust treatment of the muwal
ladeen is still going on even 
here in Sana'a. But we can at 
least spare them the expense. 
All legal and necessary pro
cedures could be undertaken in 
Sana'a, at least we are rec
ognized by the Akel-al-hara.
I would like to bring to the 
attention of Yemen Times and 
its editor this new resolution 
and ask for help, help to stop 
the tragedy.

Yemeni citizen, 
BORN ABROAD.

A COMMENT ON SAMIRA ALI BIN DAAIR'S ARTICLE OF JAN. 23rd, 1994: 
“WHAT IS THIS IDEALISM OF THE EDITOR OF YEMEN TIMES!”

Here we go again! My bad 
luck makes me encounter 
again and again people like 
Derek Harvey, the sus
ceptible environmentalist, 
and now it is Samira Ali, a 
realistic idealist!
Let me get this straight. The 
way I see it, idealists are 
people who lack the courage 
to acknowledge the dark 
side of our living world, and 
are happy to just live in a 
world of fantasy of their 
own. Idealists are people 
who rejoice when they see 
the sun rise, and then ignore 
and close their eyes when 
the sun sets.
I have stated many times 
that our idealistic ambitions 
of living in a perfect utopia 
are futile? Just look back at 
the abortive trials to create 
utopia in ancient Chinese 
philosophy, Taoism, etc. So, 
from where did Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Al-Saqqaf, editor of 
the Yemen Times, get this 
idea of a 'strong moral fibre 
holding society' together?
The Mesopotamians, the 
first ever to develop a 
simple pictographic system 
of writing, had developed it 
not due to their idealistic 
moral ambitions, but it had 
simply originated in the 
markings appearing on the 
counters used to keep track 
of quantities of livestock or 
goods - a reflection of every 
day real life. If your recall 
other past leaders who 
followed their idealistic 
images in order to create a

dramatic change, you’ll find 
that most of them had ended 
in a catastrophe - the former 
Shah of Iran, who really was 
a replica of Cyprus the Great 
(538 BC); Caesar; Hitler and 
his ideal “The Third Reich” 
etc.
Now, look at the flourishing 
realistic period of the Ren
aissance (1300 - 1650). And 
then, for a contrast, look at 
the calamitous affects of the 
Neoclassicism period (1780 
- 1880). Was the placid Neo
classic and romantic period 
viable for long?
Realism, a nineteenth
century movement coun
tering romanticism, is 
defined by the American 
writer William Dean 
Howells as "nothing more 
or less than the truthful treat
ment of material." Centering 
mainly on prose fiction, the 
realists' aim was verisi
militude, the appearance of 
reality in or literary work, 
not to be confused with the 
accuracy of journalistic 
writing.
With this movement,

romantic idealism gave way 
to prosaic reality, sub
jectivity to objectivity, fas
cination with the remote past 
to handle the present. Events 
of the period influenced the 
realists greatly as they set 
about imitating real life in 
their writing.
Mr. Editor:
Don't you think it is time for 
you to renounce your idea
listic moral virtues, and start 
bothering about our daily 
realistic vices? Would you 
be real?
In our today's contemporary 
world, realism has reached 
the nadir and idealism the 
zenith. But that is because 
our pragmatists have failed. 
As Samira Ali has rightly 
suggested, "If a survey of 
Yemen was to be undertaken 
- the idealists would win 
since no one is happy with 
our present situation." But 
the point is not who would 
gain support now, but rather 
who would win in the long- 
run.
In my opinion, the realists 
would win. As Kerry M. 
Wood says in his preface to 
Neodassicism, "Intellectual 
freedom and relative 
freedom from prejudice and 
superstition in religion and 
polities were ideals typical 
of the age; but as in all ages, 
behaviors often did not 
match ideals." And then as 
Currer Bell says in Jane 
Eyre: "(idealism) is conven
tionality, and conven
tionality is not morality, just

as self-righteousness is not 
religion."
By now, you might have 
recriminated me as being a 
pessimist. Well, I won't try 
to negate that accusation. In 
my opinion, the utmost 
success is achieved when 
we expect the worst. Being 
optimistic or idealistic just 
disappoints us in the long 
run, as we can’t see the 
future. As Albert Schwitzer 
said, "Man has lost the 
capacity to foresee and to 
forestall. He will end by 
destroying the earth." And 
then quoting the famous 
author E.B. White: "I am 
pessimistic about the human 
race because it is too inge
nious for its own good."
I would really savor to go 
on and on criticizing opti
mists and then dwell on the 
subject of human wisdom. 
But I fear you are already 
somnolent. Therefore, I will 
close with a famous quote 
by Ian McEwqin in his 
'Nuclear Weapons': "If, as 
species, we faced a simple 
test of wisdom, from the 
very outset, we appeared to 
be intent on failure."
So, Mr. Yemen Times 
Editor, how about 
renouncing the idealistic 
optimism and start pushing 
realistic pessimism It is our 
only way towards eternal 
salvation?

By: Majid Hashim Abdul 
Hamid Ali,
M.A.O. School, Taiz.

SPEED BREAKERS 
CAN SAVE LIVES

It was the morning of February 7, 1994. The 
faces of the family, friends and teachers of 
the young innocent child were swollen and 
their eyes streaming with tears. They were 
reacting to the early death of the little boy, 
who was killed by a fast car. Hearts were 
beating with restlessly, and thoughts were 
stormed with meaningless and confused 
ideas., Everybody was overwhelmed with 
the sudden death of the nine year old boy.
Young students, hanging out around the 
school, were bewildered thinking who will 
be the next victim of reckless drivers. The 
crowd of men and women were also dis
tressed with the event.
If only, there was a proper mechanism to 
protect our little ones from road accidents? 
That is a question of everybody’s mind.
Now, if at this school (Pakistani School), the 
authorities had placed speed breakers and 
warning signs, maybe the little boy would 
still be alive. What would it cost to build a 
few road bumps? Every day, families lose 
their loved ones due to fast moving cars. I 
am not asking for a traffic policeman to man 
the intersections near schools, although that 
would be the ideal thing to do. No, we are 
too careless and too incompetent to under
take that kind of solution. What we need is 
speed breakers.
Where I went to school, we had a policeman 
always there to help us cross. During the 
recess hour and the time when we left for 
home, he was there to manage the flow of 
traffic. This is not what I am really asking 
for here in Yemen. It won’t happen. My 
request is to have speed breakers, to stop our 
rough and fast drivers from causing more 
damage.
The rough drivers and their families do not 
feel what kind of suffering they put others 
through, because of these accidents. Why 
does it have to be the innocent that have to 
pay the price of the reckless driving?

Rahila A. Baalawy, 
Sana'a.

A REBUTTAL TO
Ms. NAGAT EL DUAIS: 

“It is a question 
of priorities.”

I read your letter “Real Wildlife in Yemen, 
A Miracle!” in the Yemen Times issue of 
23/1/94. Two days later, I was surprised 
when my English teacher brought the 
Yemen Times to class to read parts of it as 
language practice and asked us what we 
thought about the ideas in it. He specially 
referred to the demand by Ms. Al-Duais to 
protect Yemeni wildlife. I laughed. The 
teacher was astonished and asked me what 
made me laugh? I told him the govern
ment cannot look after the people, let 
alone the animals. There are many 
children in Yemen who die of simple 
things. So little could go so far in their 
lives.
Take my village as an example. There is 
only one school with 4 or 5 rooms and 
some of the classes are held under the 
trees or in sheds beside the school.
Ms. Al Duais, as a teacher, should be more 
concerned about these children, their 
health, education and future, than with 
setting up zoos and sanctuaries for 
animals, which, although an admirable 
goal, but surely should be carried out only 
after basic human needs are met.
It is not a situation of exclusive this or 
that, may be we could do a little bit of all 
of these things. But, it really becomes a 
question of priorities in a society strapped 
with meager resources. We don’t have 
enough to do everything. So we have to 
prioritize.
It is in this light that I disagree with Ms. 
Nagat Al-Duais in her call that the govern
ment attend to the needs of our wildlife.

By: Hassan Al-Najdi
Bany Mansoor
Kurmah / Raimah.

PREQUALIFICATION NOTICE
Republic of Yemen

Ministry of Water & Electricity 
National Water and Sanitation Authority

PROVINCIAL TOWNS PROJECT (PTP) 
Water Supply and Sanitation.

The National Water and Sanitation Authority invites companies as general contractors to pre
qualify for the implementation of water supply and sewage systems in the republic of Yemen. 
The intended contracts will include the construction of civil works and the supply and installation 
of electric-mechanical works for the following contracts :

Contract No.l - Tihama Area
Water supply systems for the towns of Mukha, Zabid, Bayt Al Faqih, Al Mansuriyah and Bajil, 
consisting of approx. 12 well pumping stations including electric/mechanical equipment, pump 
head up to 16 bar, Q up to 24 1/s, water transmission lines DCI pipe, PN 25, DN 150 mm to DN 
250 mm, approx. Length 20 km, 4 elevated storage tanks 100 m3 to 200 m3, distribution 
networks, DCI pipes DN 65 mm to DN 200 mm, approx. 160 km, house connection lines DN 25 
mm to DN 50 mm, approx. 50 km, house connections approx. 17000 nos., overhead power trans
mission lines 11 kva approx. 20 km, approx. 11 nos of transformers 25 to 160 KVA including 
switch gear.

Contract No.2 - Hadjah Town
Water supply and sewage system including sewage treatment plant for the town of Hadjah, con
sisting of 3 well pumps, pump head approx.300 m, Q up to 22 1/s, one well pump station 
including electric/mechanical equipment, one booster pumping station including electric/ 
mechanical equipment, pump head approx. 370 m, Q= 3x 22 1/s, water transmission line approx. 
4 km length, DCI pipe DN 300 mm, PN 45, waler distribution system DCI pipes DN 65 mm to 
DN 200 mm, approx. Length 60 km, house connection lines PE pipe DN 25 mm to DN 50 mm, 
approx. 18 km, house connections approx. 4500 nos., approx. 3 nos of transformers 250 KVA, 
sewage collection system approx. 28 km DCI pipes DN 100 mm to DN 200 mm and approx. 28 
km UPVC pipes DN 150 nun to DN 300 mm, approx. 1000 manholes, approx. 4500 sewage 
house connections with inspection chambers, one sewage treatment plant complete for about 
50,000 population equivalents comprising of screens, velocity channels, flumes, Imhof tanks, 
sludge drying beds about 4500 m2, plus two smaller Imhof tanks in separate catchment areas of 
the town.

Financial assistance will be provided by the Federal Republic of Germany through Kreditanstalt 
fuer Wiederaufbau (KFW).
Companies with suitable experience in water supply and sewage systems as general contractors, 
who wish to take part in the tender must submit prequalification information on their companies 
and suppliers before 31. March 1994 on special questionnaires which may be obtained from 21. 
February 1994 onwards against a non-refundable fee of US$ 100.00 per contract, by applying in 
writing to:-

GITEC-DORSCH CONSULT GITEC-DORSCH CONSULT
Sana'a Office OR P.O.Box 32 04 46
off Al Mataar/Airport Street 40419 Dusseldorf,
Al Girafe Area Federal Republic of Germany
P.O.Box 8900 Tel: +49-211-44-080
Sana'a Republic of Yemen Fax: +49-211-44-08-204.
Tel.: +967-1 -231 -264 Fax: +967-1 -233-933
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Dr. Yasseen Saeed Noman:

“Let us start all over again.”
Dr. Yasseen Saeed Noman, former Speaker of Parliament, 
and presently the head of the YSP Secretariat, is one of 
the few politicians who enjoys a good reputation in both 
the northern and southern governorates. He is seen as a 
clean politician who has shown considerable skill in 
tackling the issues of a turbulent Yemen. Yemen Times 
Aden Bureau Chief Shaher Musa’abain filed the following 
interview:

Q: The various political 
leaderships are gearing to 
leave for Amman. What is 
your vision on the next 
step?
A: Let me first say that I am 
one of the regular readers of 
the Yemen Times and I 
respect the work it is doing. I 
admire its courage and integ
rity at a time when it is so 
easy to be corrupted or 
buckle under.
The YSP vision is that imple
mentation of the provisions 
of the 18th January resolu
tions should start immedi
ately. Let me make three 
comments on this regard:
1. The YSP, in light of the 
national consensus on the 
18th January document, will 
not go against such a 
national trend, even when the 
Dialogue Committee has 
been unable to complete its 
tasks, especially regarding 
the guarantees concerning 
the implementation of the 
document.

2. The resolutions of the doc
uments represent one whole 
unit They cannot be par
celled out. In other words, 
we cannot say we will go 
ahead with these, and re
think the others. Even the 
difficult ones have to be 
addressed head on.
3. Whatever the position of 
other parties, the YSP will 
start with the implementation 
immediately. We are going 
to apply the reforms called 
for in the document.

Q: There are rumors that 
certain parties will abstain 
or will not send the top 
person. What is your 
feeling?
A: Of course, I cannot speak 
for other parties. The YSP 
has decided to fully fulfill 
the requirements by sending 
its top people, including the 
secretary-general to Amman.
I personally feel it is a folly 
not to show up in Amman, 
and I think all will.

Q: Do you foresee major 
difficulties in imple
mentation?
A: I think implementation 
will be extremely difficult. 
Already, the House of Repre
sentatives has failed to 
endorse the document and

express its support for it. We 
expected this to happen 
before the trip to Amman.
The implementation of 
certain requirements are 
naturally going to be more 
difficult than others. But all 
items have to be imple

mented and we cannot be 
selective in the imple
mentation. However, I 
believe that we can achieve 
the necessary reforms, 
provided there is a unity in 
political will and leadership.

Q: Are there demands 
which the YSP placed and 
were not included in the 
18th January Document?
A: Yes, there were several 
issues raised by the YSP, but 
which were not adopted by 
the Dialogue Committee. We 
go with the majority 
position. As long as the trend 
is towards the construction 
of a modem state and 
society, we have no problem. 
There were many things that 
should have been achieved 
immediately after the uni
fication, but exceptional con
ditions have hindered their 
implementation.
Now we have one more 
chance to have a go at them. 
I hope all sides can see light 
and cooperate in the imple
mentation.

Q: What are the options of 
the YSP in future arrange
ments?
A: let me state that we do not 
see the issues simply from a 
profit-and-loss point of view 
to the party.

The approach has to be from 
the national point of view. 
This has been the hall-mark 
of the attitudes and decisions 
of the YSP, and that is why 
our demands and positions 
command a large support 
among the Yemeni people.
Our options go with the 
national consensus, and we 
continuously play the role of 
a catalyst and the role of 
crystallizing the issues.

Q: What is the most impor
tant issue in building a 
modern Yemen, in you 
opinion?
A: I think that the issue of 
local government is the most 
important issue in the proper 
construction of a modern 
Yemen. This is basic to our 
democratic evolution, to our 
development process, to our 
proper administrative and 
financial management, and 
to a larger popular participa
tion in running the state 
machinery.

Q: Any final comment?
A: I would like to urge all 
parties to let by-gones be by
gones, and start in our rela
tions and cooperation all 
over again. Past hang-ups 
should not be allowed to get 
in the way. We can work 
together for a better Yemen.
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CRISE POLITIQUE

Réconciliation sans conviction
L'accord du 18 janvier doit être signé aujourd'hui, 20 février à Amman 

en Jordanie. L'enthousiasme n'est pas de mise.
La population yéménite aspire 
tant à la paix que les dirigeants 
du pays sont décidés, semble-t- 
il, à signer l'accord de réconcil
iation élaboré le 18 janvier. Le 
comité du dialogue a donc fixé 
la cérémonie de signature pour 
aujourd'hui, 20 février, à 
Amman, en Jordanie. La 
méfiance est telle entre les par
tisans du Président Saleh et 
ceux du vice-Président Al-Bid 
qu'ils n'ont pas été capables de 
signer cet accord au Yémen. 
L'un des chefs de file de 
l'opposition, Omar Al-Gaoui, 
chef du Rassemblement unio
niste yéménite, a déploré 
"l'incapacité des Yéménites à 
résoudre leurs problèmes par 
eux-mêmes et chez eux, même 
sur l'île de Socotra", cette île 
isolée au large du pays.
"Le document sera signé par le 

premier responsable de chaque 
parti ou formation politique. 
En cas d'empêchement, ce 
dernier pourrait déléguer par 
écrit son adjoint", a indiqué le 
comité du dialogue. Cela veut 
dire que la présence à Amman 
du Président Saleh et du vice- 
Président Al-Bid, respective
ment secrétaire général du CPG 
(Congrès populaire général) et 
secrétaire général du PSY 
(Parti socialiste yéménite), n'est

pas acquise. Ils pourraient 
envoyer leurs adjoints, Abdel 
Aziz Abdul Ghani pour Saleh et 
Salem Saleh pour Al-Bid.
Peu de gens parient sur le 

succès de l'accord de réconcili
ation. Omar Al-Gaoui a estimé 
qu'il "porte en lui les germes de 
l'échec". La division règne au 
sein du CPG, dont une partie 
des membres remettent en 
cause leur représentant au 
comité du dialogue, Abdul 
Karim Al-Iryani, ministre de la 
Planification. Le représentant 
de l'Islah à ce comité, Abdul 
Wahab Al-Ansi, vice-Premier 
ministre, est confronté au même 
type de fronde. L'application de 
l'accord risque donc d'être aléa
toire. Le comité du dialogue a 
pourtant affirmé que "ses 
réunions resteront ouvertes 
pour assurer l'application des 
clauses de l'accord".

Tensions persistent

En attendant, les tensions entre 
les nordistes et les sudistes per
sistent. Le Président Saleh a 
annulé lundi dernier la nomina
tion par le Premier ministre Al- 
Attas du nouveau gouverneur 
d'Abyan, un gouvernorat du 
sud. Il a estimé que cette désig
nation s'était faite sans son aval,

contrairement à la Constitution, 
ce que contestent les socialistes. 
Mohamed Ahmed devait rem
placer Yahya Al-Raï, élu en 
avril dernier au parlement. 
Mohamed Ahmed, partisan de 
l’ancien président du Yémen du 
Sud, Ali Nasser, était gouver
neur d'Abyan jusqu'en janvier 
1986.
De son côté, loin de jouer 

l'apaisement, le vice-Président a 
relancé l'idée de fédéralisme qui 
avait fait pousser des hauts cris 
aux nordistes quand Salem 
Saleh l'avait émise. Ali Salem 
Al-Bid a estimé mardi dernier 
dans une interview à un journal 
émirati que "le fédéralisme est 
une formule plus avancée (que 
l'unité) du point de vue démoc
ratique". "Le fédéralisme admet 
la diversité, permet l'émulation 
et stimule l'esprit d'initiative", 
a-t-il ajouté. Ali Al-Bid a rejeté 
l'accusation des nordistes qui 
affirment que le pétrole est à 
l'origine des "tendances séces
sionnistes" du PSY. "Je savais 
avant l'unité que les gouvemo
rats dans le sud et l'est du pays 
renfermaient des richesses 
pétrolières", a-t-il déclaré. "Si je 
me suis hâté de réaliser l'unité, 
c'est justement parce que 
j'avais peur pour l'unité, à 
cause du pétrole ". J. B.

ENLEVEMENTS

Libérés après 
20 jours de captivité

Les trois touristes français enlevés le 23 janvier par une tribu et séquestrés 
dans la région d'Al-Madan dans le gouvernorat de Hajja, 

ont été libérés samedi 12 février par leurs ravisseurs.
Henri et Jeanne Heslot et 

Brigitte Fontaine ont retrouvé 
la liberté. Samedi 12 février, 
leurs ravisseurs les ont remis 
entre les mains de la délégation 
venue négocier leur libération. 
Les trois touristes français, qui 
avaient été enlevés le 23 janvier 
dernier près de Saada par la 
tribu Ahnoum, ont été séques
trés pendant vingt jours dans un 
village près d'Al-Madan, dans 
le gouvernorat de Hajja.
"Fatiguée mais heureuse", 

Brigitte Fontaine a téléphoné à 
son père à Strasbourg dès son 
arrivée à Sanaa. Les trois ex
otages sont repartis vers Paris 
le soir même par l'avion heb
domadaire d'Air France. De 
retour à Nancy, dans l'est de la 
France, Brigitte Fontaine, qui a 
retrouvé son cabinet de cardio
logue et surtout son père âgé de 
82 ans, a déclaré que 
l’expérience avait été "assez 
enrichissante": "Nous avons 
appris à mieux connaître le 
peuple yéménite et son mode de 
vie". "Sauf au début de notre 
séquestration, je n'ai jamais eu

vraiment peur. Après deux ou 
trois jours, nous avons compris 
que nos ravisseurs ne voulaient 
pas attenter à notre vie. Nous 
étions bien traités, bien nourris, 
et le climat s'est détendu. Par la 
suite, nous avons trouvé le 
temps un peu long, surtout 
quand la période du ramadan 
s'est rapprochée et que nous 
avons craint de devoir en 
attendre la fin avant de rentrer 
en France".

Un accord conclu 
avec la ravisseurs

Le ministre de l'Intérieur, 
Yahya Al-Moutawakil, a promis 
de traduire en justice les ravis
seurs: "les ravisseurs n'ont pas 
encore été arrêtés. Ils seront 
jugés dès qu'ils seront livrés par 
la tribu" des Ahnoums. Le Prés
ident Saleh avait lui aussi averti 
les preneurs d'otages au Yémen 
qu'ils ne resteront pas dans 
l'impunité. Les Ahnoums, qui en 
prenant en otages les trois tou
ristes français voulaient

dénoncer la modification du 
tracé d'une route qui devait 
passer par leurs villages, 
auraient obtenu en partie ce 
qu'ils voulaient. Un accord a 
été conclu en vertu duquel le 
tracé initial de la route sera 
maintenu et une bretelle sera 
construite et asphaltée pour 
relier le territoire des Ahnoums 
à cette route.
Le mois sacré de Ramadan ne 

marquera pas une trêve dans les 
enlèvements. Trois techniciens 
chinois, travaillant sur un 
chantier au nord-est de Sanaa, 
ont été enlevés le jour de la lib
ération des otages français. Les 
ravisseurs exigent que le gou
vernement annule des peines 
capitales prononcées contre eux 
par un tribunal yéménite pour 
diverses affaires de meurtres et 
de banditisme. Les preneurs 
d'otages appartiendraient à la 
tribu des Khawlan, qui n’est pas 
à son coup d’essai en matière 
d'enlèvements. Jeudi 17 février, 
les otages chinois n'avaient 
toujours pas été libérés.

(avec AFP)

FRANCE

Visa de sortie
A partir du 1er avril, les 

Yéménites résidant en France 
devront demander un "visa de 
sortie" pour quitter le territoire 
français. Cet arrêté qui vient 
d'être pris par le ministre 
français de l’Intérieur Charles 
Pasqua concerne douze autres 
pays (Afghanistan, Arménie, 
Azerbaïdjan, République 
démocratique et populaire de 
Corée, Géorgie, Irak, Iran, 
Jordanie, Liban, Libye, Syrie, 
Soudan), ainsi que les Pales
tiniens.

Pays "sensibles''
Le ministre de l'Intérieur a 
précisé que cet arrêté "entre 
dans le cadre de la loi sur les 
conditions d'entrée et de 
séjour des étrangers en 
France, promulguée le 24 
août 1993", ajoutant que les 
treize pays concernés sont 
considérés comme "sensibles". 
Cette instauration d'un "visa 
de sortie" du territoire français 
avait connu un précédent en 
1986 lors de la première 
cohabitation entre un gou
vernement de droite et le prés
ident socialiste François Mit
terrand. Le 28 novembre 
1986, une circulaire ministé
rielle avait rendu obligatoire 
dans le cadre de la lutte contre 
le terrorisme, un visa préfec
toral de sortie pour certains 
étrangers. Six ans plus tard, en 
mai 1992, cette obligation 
avait été annulée par le 
Conseil d'Etat, la plus haute 
instance juridictionnelle 
française, devant qui une asso
ciation de défense des travail
leurs immigrés, le GISTI, 
avait produit un recours. Le 
Conseil d'Etat avait estimé 
que cette mesure constituait 
une restriction "à la liberté 
fondamentale d'aller et de 
venir, laquelle n'est pas 
limitée au territoire national, 
mais comporte également le 
droit de le quitter".

REFUGIES

L'école des oubliés de Bassatain
Quelques refugies somaliens du camp de 

Bassatain à Aden ont décidé de créer une école 
par leurs propres moyens. Un espoir dans 

ce bidonville qui se sent oublié par tous.
Les cahutes faites de tôles 

ondulées, de contreplaqué ou 
de cartons se serrent les unes 
contres les autres. Nous 
sommes à Bassatain, dans la 
banlieue d'Aden. Vingt-cinq 
mille personnes vivent dans le 
plus complet dénuement dans 
ce bidonville, un terrain vague 
qui se transforme en fournaise 
l'été et en cloaque à la saison 
des pluies. Elles ont échoué sur 
les plages d'Aden en août 1992, 
fuyant la guerre civile en 
Somalie. Beaucoup vivaient à 
Mogadiscio.
Quand ces réfugiés ont 

débarqué il y a deux ans, 
certains avaient un passeport 
yéménite, d'autres étaient 
capables de prouver que leurs 
grand-parents avaient cette 
nationalité. Les autorités du 
pays les ont considérées 
comme des compatriotes et ils 
ont pensé qu'elles allaient 
s'occuper d'eux. Aujourd'hui, 
les gens de Bassatain insistent 
pour affirmer qu'ils sont des 
"rapatriés", mais ils ont le sen
timent d'être des citoyens de 
seconde zone.

La plupart 
n'ont pas de travail

Deux ans après leur arrivée, ils 
se sentent oubliés de tous. Ils 
envient les réfugiés somaliens 
pris en charge par le Haut 
Commissariat aux Réfugiés 
(HCR). Ceux-ci vivent dans le 
camp d'Al-Koud, à soixante 
kilomètres d'Aden, dans le 
désert. Là-bas des arbres ont 
été plantés, une école en dur 
construite, un réseau de latrines 
et un système de distribution 
d'eau installés (voir article sur

le camp d'Al-Koud dans le 
Yemen Times daté du 1er août 
1993). A Bassatain, il n'y a 
rien. La quasi -totalité des habi
tants est sans travail, 
quelqu’uns seulement sont 
artisans ou mécaniciens. Les 
autres essaient de trouver de 
l'argent par-ci par-là. Le 
ministère yéménite des Affaires 
sociales a bien distribué des 
rations et donné un peu d'argent 
mais sans que cela ait de suite. 
Le gouvernement n'a pas un 
sou. Le Croissant Rouge 
yéménite et l'organisation 
humanitaire française, 
Médecins sans Frontières ont 
travaillé à Bassatain au début, 
depuis ils sont partis. Le dis
pensaire du camp est dirigé 
actuellement par les Frères 
musulmans.

Ne pas céder 
au désespoir

Pour ne pas céder au désespoir, 
trois de ces "rapatriés" ont 
décidé de créer par leurs 
propres moyens une école pour 
les enfants du camp. Ils l'ont 
ouverte en mai dernier. Dès le 
début, 300. enfants, entre 7 et 
16 ans, encadrés par cinq 
enseignants, sont venus suivre 
des cours assis par terre à 
même le sol dans des bâtiments 
construits avec des matériaux 
de récupération. Les "murs" des 
salles de classe sont faits de 
sacs en toile cousus et recou
verts d'une couche de peinture 
blanche. C'est une femme du 
camp, Fatmah Salah Saad qui 
s'est chargée de ce travail. 
Omar Ahmed Moubarak, le 
sous-directeur de l'école, est 
fier de montrer ce qu'ils ont

réalisé avec Mohamed Ahmed 
Ali, aujourd'hui professeur 
d'Arts et d'Education physique.
Depuis novembre dernier, 
l'organisation humanitaire 
suédoise, Radda Bàrnen, 
soutient matériellement l'école. 
"Nous avons fourni les uni

formes des enfants, les bancs et 
les tables, les livres et nous 
versons le salaire des profes
seurs", explique Amina A. 
Warsame, responsable du 
bureau de Radda Barnen à 
Aden. Fabienne, une Française 
qui travaille pour l'organisation 
suédoise, se charge de rendre 
visite de temps en temps à 
l'école. Aujourd'hui, celle-ci 
accueille 670 enfants encadrés 
par dix-neuf enseignants. Sept 
salles de classe les reçoivent 
désormais, certaines en contrep
laqué. Par manque de place, les 
enfants viennent soit le matin

soit l'après-midi. "Les élèves 
suivent les programmes yémé
nites et l'école est rattachée au 
ministère de l'Education 
yéménite", précise Omar, le 
sous-directeur.

La volonté 
de s 'agrandir

En Somalie, il était le principal 
de l'Institut technique à Moga
discio et il ne badine pas avec la 
discipline. Tous les jours, une 
classe est chargée de nettoyer 
les salles et la cour. D'autre 
part, un enfant dans chaque 
classe est désigné pour régler 
les conflits entre ses camarades. 
S'il n'y parvient pas, il doit en 
informer Omar.
Dans la cour, le professeur 

d'Education physique montre à 
ses élèves les exercices à faire.

Derrière lui, accroché à un mat 
métallique, flotte un drapeau 
yéménite. Pour que chaque 
matin, les enfants se mettent en 
rang, les professeurs ont tracé 
des lignes jaunes avec des 
fonds de bidons d'huile 
découpés. Il y a quelques 
semaines, ils ont commencé à 
mettre en terre des plantes 
vertes, dont ils surveillent avec 
impatience la croissance.
"L'école n'est pas assez 
grande. Il y a près de 5000 
enfants de un à 18 ans qui 
vivent à Bassatain", précise 
Amina. "Nous voulons ouvrir 
six nouvelles classes", renchérit 
Omar. Il est 16h30, il sort dans 
la cour et agite une clochette. 
Bruits de chaises qui grincent, 
de cahiers refermés. L'école est 
finie pour aujourd'hui.

J.B.

Education physique dans la cour de l'école.
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La pharmacopée traditionnelle 
a de l'avenir au Yémen

Au cours des rencontres médicales franco-yéménites le mois dernier, le Dr. Jacques Fleurentin a fait un exposé sur les plantes médicinales 
employées par la médecine traditionnelle yéménite. A l'avenir, elles pourraient être exploitées de manière plus systématique.

Assis dans leurs boutiques du 
souk de Sanaa, les herboristes 
font face à de petits tiroirs en 
bois. De là, ils sortent les 
plantes nécessaires à soigner 
un mal de ventre, un mal de 
gorge, ou une autre maladie. Le 
tout pour quelques rials. Pour 
se soigner, les Yéménites font 
encore largement appel à la 
médecine traditionnelle. Dans 
les campagnes, elle est peu 
concurrencée par la médecine 
occidentale.

Une médecine 
à base de plantes

Dans les années 1980, selon 
l'OMS (Organisation mondiale 
de la santé), la médecine tradi
tionnelle couvrait encore 80 % 
du territoire yéménite. C'est 
cette médecine à base de 

plantes que le Dr. Jacques 
Fleurentin étudie depuis son 
premier voyage au Yémen en 
1975. Il est actuellement prési
dent de la Société française 
d'Ethnopharmacologie et tra
vaille au Laboratoire de 
biologie végétale et pharma
cognosie à Metz en France.
Lors des rencontres médicales 
franco-yéménites à Taëz et à 
Sanaa le mois dernier, il a fait 
un exposé sur ses connais
sances en la matière. Pendant 
deux ans et demi, de 1976 à 
1978, il a vécu dans le pays, 
travaillant à la mission 
médicale de Taëz, où il a mis 
sur pied le laboratoire 
d'analyse médicale à l'hôpital 
républicain. Il en a rapporté un 
répertoire de 170 plantes 
médicinales utilisées ici. "La 
médecine yéménite tradition

nelle a des relations étroites 
avec la médecine arabe 
ancienne. Plus de la moitié des 
plantes médicinales utilisées 
par les guérisseurs sont déjà 
mentionnées dans la médecine 
arabe classique", explique-t-il. 
Il existe dans tout le monde 
arabe une vingtaine de drogues 
végétales caratéristiques que 
l'on retrouve dans tous les pays 
soumis à l'influence de la littér
ature médicale arabe. 
"Cependant, plus d'un tiers de 
ces plantes n'existe qu'au 
Yémen", ajoute-t-il. Coincé 
entre le désert et la mer, le 
Yémen est isolé du reste de la 
péninsule arabique. La théra
peutique yéménite a pu ainsi 
évoluer de manière originale à 
partir du vieux fond gréco- 
arabe.

Herboristes 
et rebouteux

Pour découvrir ces plantes, 
Jacques Fleurentin est entré en 
contact avec les guérisseurs. 
Ceux-ci se divisent en deux 
catégories. Les premiers sont 
les héritiers de la médecine 
arabe classique. Ce sont des 
guérisseurs professionnels. 
Après l'interrogatoire et 
l'auscultation sommaire du 
malade, ils prescrivent des 
traitements. Ce métier se 
transmet de père en fils et 
l'apprentissage est très long. La 
deuxième catégorie comprend 
les guérisseurs qui utilisent des 
pratiques magico-religieuses. 
Ils chassent le mauvais oeil, 
prescrivent des amulettes. Il y a 
aussi les herboristes, les rebou
teux, les accoucheuses tradi
tionnelles.
Jacques Fleurentin s'est inté
ressé à quelques plantes jamais 
étudiées jusque-là. Ainsi, la 
Crépis rueppellii, "mourar" en 
arabe, qui permet de soigner 
les problèmes hépatiques. 
Jacques Fleurentin a effectué 
des tests chez le rat en essayant 
de savoir si cette plante stimu

lait la sécretion biliaire et si elle 
protégeait l'animal d'une 
hépatite expérimentale. 
L'extrait de plante a donné des 
résultats intéressants, de même 
que les tests sur une autre 
plante médicinale, l'Anisotes 
trisulcus, "madid" en arabe. 
Cette plante est utilisée contre 
les calculs rénaux, comme un 
diurétique et aussi contre les 
problèmes hépatiques. Ces 
deux plantes efficaces ne sont 
pas connues en Europe. Par 
contre, les guérisseurs yémé
nites n'utilisent pas ou peu 
l'eucalyptus, largement 
employé en Occident comme 
antiseptique pulmonaire.
Selon l'OMS, les médecines 
traditionnelles doivent être con
sidérées comme un complé
ment et non comme un compét
iteur des médecines 
"occidentales". Valoriser les 
plantes médicinales est un 
objectif réalisable. "Il serait 
souhaitable que le Yémen mette 
en place son propre pro
gramme de recherches, plutôt 
que d'exporter ces plantes sous 
forme de matières premières", 
explique Jacques Fleurentin. 
Cela suppose la rédaction d'une 
pharmacopée nationale, dans 
laquelle l’ensemble des plantes 
médicinales yéménites seraient 
présentées avec leurs caracté
ristiques botaniques et chi
miques, leurs propriétés phar
macologiques et leur mode 
d'emploi.

Un marché 
en progression

Ensuite, le Yémen pourrait 
récolter certaines plantes, avec 
une condition, "il faut qu'elles 
soient en quantité suffisante 
pour les exploiter. Il ne faut 
pas épuiser le biotope". A 
Sanaa, il existe déjà un labora
toire de pharmacognosie et un 
laboratoire de pharmacologie. 
Et semble-t-il de nombreux 
médecins au Yémen sont inté
ressés par la valorisation des 

plantes médicinales du pays. Le 
marché de la médecine par les 
plantes est prometteur. Il est en 
progression en Europe, notam
ment en Allemagne.

J.B.

Le premier colloque interna
tional sur la pharmacopée 
arabo-islamique se déroulera à 
Rabat, au Maroc, du 30 avril 
au 3 mai prochains. Pour tous 
renseignements: Société 

française d'Ethnopharmaco
logie, I rue des Récollets 57 
000 Metz, France ou à 
l'ambassade de France à 
Sanaa.

RECTIFICATIF. Contraire
ment à ce que nous avons écrit 
dans l'article consacré aux ren
contres médicales franco- 
yéménites (Yemen Times daté 
du 23 janvier), le prénom du 
Dr. Viallard n'est pas Yvonne 
mais Yvette.

La médecine yéménite traditionnelle est très influencée par la 
médecine arabe classique. Ici, sont représentés, selon la 
médecine arabe classique, les organes du corps en relation avec 
les qualités, les humeurs, les tempéraments et les éléments 
(d’après Seyyed Hossein Nasr, 1976). La médecine arabe clas
sique repose en effet sur la théorie humorale qui peut être 
résumée ainsi: les éléments sont au nombre de quatre: la Terre, 
l'Eau, l'Air et le Feu; le corps est composé de quatre humeurs: 
le sang, le phelgme, la bile et l'atrabile, et peuvent avoir plu
sieurs qualités: chaud, froid, sec ou humide. Les différentes 
combinaisons des éléments, des humeurs et des qualités carac
térisent les organes d’un organisme et définissent son caractère 
et sa personnalité. La santé s'établit lorsque l'équilibre des 
quatre humeurs est atteint dans l'organisme.

L'échographie 
une technique en plein essor

De son expérience à la 
mission médicale française de 
Taëz de 1990 à 1991, Pascal 
Trotta a rapporté l’idée d'un 
sujet de thèse: l'échographie 
au Yémen. L'échographie est 
l'enregistrement au moyen 
d'ultrasons de la position de 
divers organes (coeur, foie...). 
Cette technique est notamment 
utilisée pour visualiser le 
développement et la taille d'un 
foetus pendant la grossesse. 
Pascal Trotta a soutenu son 
mémoire en avril dernier en 
France et les rencontres médi
cales franco-yéménites qui se 
sont déroulées le mois dernier 
à Sanaa et à Taëz ont été 
l'occasion pour lui de pré
senter le résultat de ses reche
rches. "C'est le premier 
document publié sur 
l'utilisation de l'échographie 
pour les pathologies abdomi
nales, gynécologiques et

obstétricales", fait-il remar
quer.
L’échographie n'est utilisée au 
Yémen que depuis 1986 et 
cette technique est en plein 
essor. Les maladies tropicales 
les plus fréquentes, hépatites 
virales, cirrhoses et cancers du 
foie, sont facilement accessi
bles aux ultrasons, d'où une 
grande efficacité diagnostique. 
Simple, sans risque et peu 
coûteuse, cette technique ne 
nécessite pas une infrastructure 
lourde et onéreuse. Pascal 
Trotta a pu échographier 2000 
patients. Selon lui, le Yémen 
est le paradis de l'échographie, 
"parce que les gens sont 
maigres et les pathologies 
évoluées". Les patients vien
nent en effet consulter très 
tard. Pascal a laissé des exem
plaires de sa thèse à l'uni
versité de médecine de Sanaa 
et à l'hôpital Al-Thawrah.

HISTOIRE

La ville arabe traditionnelle
André Raymond, historien spécialiste renommé du monde arabe, est venu parler de la ville arabe 

traditionnelle au début de ce mois au Centre français d’études yéménites à Sanaa.
Selon lui, cette ville arabe n'est pas aussi anarchique qu'on veut bien le dire.

Ruelles étroites, culs de sac, 
maisons imbriquées les unes 
dans les autres, la vieille ville 
de Sanaa donne un sentiment 
d'inorganisation pour l'étranger 
qui la parcoure pour la 
première fois. Selon André 
Raymond, historien, ce senti
ment d'anarchie se retrouve 
dans les autres villes arabes 
traditionnelles. Au cours d'une 
conférence qu'il a donné au 
début de ce mois au Centre 
français d'études yéménites à 
Sanaa, il a tenté de démontrer 
que cette anarchie n'est 
qu'apparente et que la ville 
arabe obéit à une certaine 
organisation.

Influences 
grecque et romaine
La ville arabe est la résultante 
d'influences variées. En 
premier, le climat. Les villes 
arabes méditerranéennes sont 
confrontées aux mêmes condi
tions naturelles. L'architecture 
des maisons répond au souci de 
se protéger de la chaleur. Autre 
exemple, la ville d'Alger, qui 
bénéficie de précipitations 

élevées mais mal réparties 
dans l'année, est parsemée de 
citernes. Du point de vue histo
rique, les Romains et les Grecs 
ont marqué de leur sceau 
l'organisation de certaines 
villes arabes. Le plan en 
damier des villes de Syrie et 
notamment de Damas est 
caractéristique de l’époque 
romaine. L'influence de l’Islam 
est bien sûr primordiale. Le 
Caire et Bagdad ont été 
fondées à cette époque. Ces 
grands centres de civilisation 
se sont développés autour des 
mosquées. L'Islam a apporté 
une conception de la vie 
sociale marquée par le souci de 
protéger la vie familiale. Les 
maisons se sont donc tournées 
ver l'intérieur.
André Raymond pense que 

l'on a tendance à décrire la 
ville arabe par son irrégularité. 
"Sans administrations, sans 
structures très visibles comme 
dans la ville antique, sans 
structures communales comme 
en Europe médiévale, la ville 
arabe traditionnelle est consid
érée comme une non-ville", 
explique-t-il. Il tient cependant 

à contredire point par point 
cette idée. Il constate que les 
juges religieux, les qadis, ont 
joué un rôle important dans 
l'administration des villes, de 
même que les corporations de 
métiers. Les communautés reli
gieuses minoritaires, tels que 
les juifs et les chrétiens, avaient 
leur propre organisation. Les 
quartiers ont joué un très grand 
rôle dans l'administration de la 
ville. Le quartier, c'est le plus 
souvent une rue principale qui 
se ramifie pour se terminer en 
impasses. II s'administre de 
manière autonome et ressemble 
à une communauté villageoise. 
André Raymond fait aussi 
remarquer que les services 
publics existaient et fonction
naient. L'eau à Alger était 
amenée par un aqueduc et le 
nettoyage de la ville était 
assuré.

Riches au centre, 
pauvres à l'extérieur
Loin d'être anarchique, la ville 
arabe traditionnelle est struc
turée de manière logique. Les 
fonctions économiques et rési

dentielles étaient nettement 
séparées. Les souks, les cara
vensérails sont situés dans le 
centre de la ville. Certaines 
activités économiques telles 
que les tanneries, le commerce 
des grains sont installés à la 
périphérie de la ville. En ce qui 
concerne la résidence, on 
constate que les riches vivent 
au centre de la ville tandis que 
les pauvres sont à la périphérie. 
Contrairement à une idée 
romantique, les riches et les 
pauvres n'étaient pas mélangés. 
L'évolution des villes arabes 
traditionnelles s'est arrêtée au 
19ème siècle. Celles-ci n’ont pu 
s'adapter à des changements 
trop brutaux. Des villes 
modernes se sont donc con
struites à côté des vieilles 
villes.

Ouvrages publiés par André 
Raymond:
- Grandes villes arabes à 
l'époque ottomane, Paris, 
Sindbad (ouvrage traduit en 
anglais et publié aux Etats- 
Unis).
- Le Caire, Paris, Fayard, 
1993.

En Bref
Un officier de police blessé 

dans le gouvernorat d'Al- 
Mahra: Un officier de police 
nordiste a été grièvement blessé 
par balles vendredi 11 février 
dans un attentat dans le gouver
norat d'Al-Mahra, limitrophe 
du sultanat d'Oman. Le colonel 
Yahya Al-Joubi, directeur de la 
police politique du gouvernorat 
a été touché par plusieurs balles 
et ses attaquants ont réussi à 
prendre la fuite. L’officier de 
police a été transporté à Sanaa 
où il a été admis dans un 
hôpital. Il assumait de hautes 
responsabilités au sein du CPG 
(Congrès populaire général), 
qui a accusé des "bandes séces
sionnistes qui cherchent à 
empêcher le Yémen de sortir de 
la crise politique" d'avoir 
commis l'attentat.

Un vaccin contre le palu
disme dans quatre ans: Une 
équipe internationale de cher
cheurs est en train de mettre au 
point un vaccin contre le palu
disme qui pourrait être utilisé 
dans le monde d'ici à 1998. Les 
recherches ont été financées par 
l'Organisation mondiale de la 
santé (OMS) et la Banque 
mondiale, et le vaccin est 
actuellement testé en Tanzanie. 
La lutte contre le paludisme est 
actuellement menée avec des 
insecticides pour éliminer les 
moustiques, vecteurs de la 
maladie. Le Dr. D.A. Hen
derson, immunologue et adjoint 
au ministre de la Santé des

Etats-Unis, a affirmé qu'"avec 
un vaccin efficace et des 
moyens financiers suffisants, la 
population de l'Afrique 
pourrait être immunisée à 80 
% en 24 mois".

Réunion le 5 mars à Djeddah 
des ministres du Pétrole du 
CCG: Les ministres du Pétrole 
des pays du Conseil de Coopér
ation du Golfe (CCG) (Arabie 
Saoudite, Qatar, Emirats, 
Bahrein, Koweït, Oman) 
doivent se réunir le 5 mars à 
Djeddah, en Arabie Saoudite, 
pour examiner les moyens de 
redresser les cours du brut. 
Cette rencontre se tiendrait 
avant la réunion ministérielle 
de l'OPEP, prévue le 25 mars à 
Genève et qui devrait procéder 
à une réduction de la produc
tion des pays membres de 
l'organisation, pour soutenir les 
cours.

Boeing et McDonnell 
gagnent un contrat de six 
milliards de dollars avec 
l'Arabie Saoudite: Les con
structeurs aéronautiques améri
cains Boeing et McDonnell 
Douglas ont remporté un 
contrat de six milliards de 
dollars avec l'Arabie Saoudite. 
Le consortium européen Airbus 
était aussi en lice pour cette 
commande de 60 avions de 
ligne, qui sera financée par des 
garanties de crédit de 
l'Eximbank américaine.
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YEMEN 
PARTICIP 
ATED IN 

TAEKWONDO
By:
Sallah Aldin Abdulawal

Yemen participated in the 
Taekwondo championship 
which took place in 
Teheran, from during the 
period 6-7 February, 1994. 
The sports team was led 
by the chairman of the 
Yemeni General Union of 
Taekwondo Mr. Muwafak 
Mohammed Munasser. 
Captain Salem 
Al-Baidhaani was the 
Assistant coach in the 
championship Yemen 
ranked second in the 
championship, between 
eight competing countries 
in the following order of 
results:
1) Iran - first
2) Yemen - second
3) Kuwait - third 
The other participating 
countries were,
4) Aizerbejan 5) Afghan
istan 6) Lebanon, 7) 
Jordan 8) Pakistani
It is notable that Yemen 
participated in 6 weights 
out of 8 weights and from 
participated with four 

teams.
The list of players had 
adhered the following 
results:
1) Abdulmalek Alwaan 
under 50 kgs - silver 
Medal.
2) Khaled Abdo Al- 
Araasi under 54 kgs - 
Bronze Medal.
3) Amror Mohammed 
Saeed under 58 kgs - 
Bronze Medal
4) Fuad Abdulrahmman 
Al-Dobaee under 64 kgs - 
Bronze Medal
5) Ahmed Mohammed 
Al-Mutareb under 70 kgs 
6) Saleh Saeed Ba-Nasser 
under 67 kgs
The results were counted 
by points the two inter
national Referees.
Captain Kamaal Oweidh 
Ba-Omar and Captain 
Khaled Maqbool Ghaleb 
who participated in this 
championship. Yemen 
also participated in the 
Asian championship in 
the Philippines which was 
held, during January 28- 
30, 1994 which registered 
a very positive results.

Continued from page 9

Creation Mythology:
The so-called Priesty 
account of Genesis describes 
the primordial state as a 
watery chaos enclosed in the 
darkness. In the Babylonian 
Enuma Elish, the body of 
Tiamat was used to create 
the heaven and earth. In the 
Genesis story, this was 
accomplished by God's spirit 
hovering over the deep.
Heaven and earth were 
created by God as the firs 
act. In fact, the Quran expli
citly states that originally 
these two domains were 
united and had to be ripped 
apart. This is reminiscent of 
the Sumerian creation stories 
and the second-millennium 
Hittite and Hurrian traditions 
from Anatolia, present-day 
Turkey. The Anatolian 
stories mention a magic 
knife that was used to sever 
heaven from earth.
According to the Priestly 
account, the creation of light 
followed that of heaven and 
earth. This is the same light 
that emanated from the 
primeval deities of the 
Enuma Elish and symbolized 
goodness in opposition to 
darkness. The dualism of 
good and evil, so prevalent 
in the Bible and Quran, is 
the basis of Zar
athustrianism, known also in 
its later, enriched form as 
Zoroastrianism or Mazadism, 
which flourished in Persia and 
all the way into the Indian 
sub-continent. Here, the 
emphasis is on ethical 
dualism between asa (the 
truth) and drug (falsehood), 
the truth represented by 
Ahura Mazda, who estab

lished his rule through the 
act of creation, is in con
tinuous battle with the 
Destructive Spirit, Angra 
Mainyu, also called 
Ahriman.
In the Sumero-Babylonian 
tradition, in Genesis and the 
Quran, the creation process 
was a gradual one which 
took “seven days.” The next 
step in the creation process 
was the creation of the fir
mament. According to the 
Priestly account, this 
happened on the second day.

The third day was reserved 
for the creation of dry land, 
with all the plants and fruit 
trees. This is also the order 
in which Marduk performed 
his creation. Then the 
heavenly bodies were made 
to shine and keep time. 
Finally, the act of creation 
was finished with the appear
ance of man. The God of 
Genesis and Quran finally 
rested on the seventh day, 
which he sanctified. The 
deities of Sumero- 
Babylonian tradition rested, 
too, and celebrated with a 
great feast.
The time of creation is not 
stated in the Sumero- 
Babylonian-Egyptian- 
Yemeni traditions. The 
Genesis and Quranic tradi
tions ascribed seven days to 
the whole process, the Zar
athustrians believed it took 
three thousand years. 
Modern science estimates it 
took billions. Perhaps the 
literal truth may never be 
known.
Other references to the 

creation process were 
recorded in cuneiform, hier
oglyphic and Sabaean docu
ments of the ancient Arabs. 
They are fragmentary, 
however, and often unclear. 
Even more deities involved 
in the act of creation are 
named. Although many 
texts were discovered in 
Mesopotamia, Phoenicia 
and Egypt, many more need 
to be discovered and under
stood. This specially true in 
prebiblical Syro-Palestine 
and Yemen. The persistent 
theme of water as a source 
of all life in all these tradi
tions and beliefs cannot be 
missed. The struggle among 
the gods to control the 
waters may simply reflect 
this very fact which 
humanity has grasped from 
the very beginning - that 
water is the source of life. 
This is represented by the 
cycle of myths associated 
with the gods of the Middle 
East. No wonder it should 
be like that. Ancient Egypt 
was the “Gift of the Nile,” 
ancient Mesopotamia was 
the “Land Between the Two 
Rivers,” and ancient Yemen 
was the product of the 
“Marib Dam which allowed 
the water to flow and on 
both banks of it two heavens 
sprang.” Even among the 
ancient Greeks, a similar 
struggle was presented. This 
is clear in Homer's works 
and Hesiod's Theogony. In 
this tradition, the great 
Oceanus, termed by Homer 
a river but described as the 
eternal ocean, was the 
beginning of everything.

Was the tradition of the 
watery birth a philosophical 
concept evolved by Middle 
Easterners and then followed 
by others? Or did stories of 
the boundless waters of the 
oceans overpower earlier 
tales, in which life sprang up 
on the primordial hillocks? 
No matter what the answer 
is, water is still considered 
the prime mover, the ever- 
existent source of life that 
gave rise to all. It is the 
nourishing force whose 
origins are incomprehensible 
because it has neither begin
ning nor end.
In light of this, may we re
read the book of Genesis, 
which states:

“In the beginning God 
created the heaven and 
the earth. Now the earth 
was a formless void, 
there was darkness over 
the deep, and God's 
spirit hovered over the 
water.”

We can similarly re-read the 
Quranic verse:

“Have not those who 
disbelieve seen how 
Heaven and Earth were 
one solid mass which 
We [Allah] ripped apart? 
We have made every 
living thing out of 
water.”

By:
Dr. Ewa Wasilewska, 
Professor of anthropology 
and archaeology special
izing in the early civiliza
tions of the Middle East.
Dr. Wasilewska teaches at 
the University of Utah.
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Marketing Mechanisms 
and Morals

By Dr. Mazen
General Manager of Diwan

Economics has an important 
role to play in human affairs 
and it can be considered to be 
the basis of modem society, 
and lays the groundwork 
through its institutional man
ifestations, for the satisfac
tion of man's basic needs. 
Through a just and well delin
eated economic system, man 
can exercise freedom of 
choice, as well as discharge 
his responsibilities and duties 
towards the state in the 
conduct of economic affairs. 
The individual under such 
conditions of equity becomes 
accountable for the impact of 
his economic actions on 
society. Failing this, a state 
of chaos where duties and 
rights arc unclear will prevail 
as is the case in most devel
oping countries.

Throughout the history of 
contemporary Western Eco
nomics, the different 
economic systems have indi
cated that they have given the 
impetus to all kinds of devel
opment, including the social. 
Without a developed 
economic system, there can 
be no real development in the 
modem world. However, 
there are always moral impli
cations which may some
times be in direct contra
diction to the successful 
implementation of some 
economic models. Let us 
take the example of one of 
the most popular systems in 
the present-dayworld.„i.e., 
the market system, which 
relies primarily on the market 
mechanism for allocation 
and distribution of resources. 
The market system may be 
distinguished by its emphasis 
on unhindered individual 
freedom to pursue pecuniary 
self-interest, uncontrolled 
wealth accumulation in the 
hands of individuals, 
maximum production 
according to the law of 
supply and demand, and sat
isfaction of wants beyond the 
well-known basic needs, with 
total reins in the hands of 
market forces in determining 
the allocation and distribution 
of resources.
There is no doubt that the 
market system led to a long 
period of prosperity, and high 
rates of economic growth m 
the countries that pursued this 
system . However, inspite of 
this unprecedented pros
perity, poverty alleviation has 
remained an unfulfilled ideal 
as poverty belts exist side by 
side with affluence as a stark 
reminder of some of the 
shortcomings of modem 
economic systems that have 
ignored the ethical implica
tions of the pursuit of 
purely economic goals. Ine
qualities in income and 
wealth distribution both at the 
national and global levels 
have increased rather than 
declined. Moreover, there 
has been a substantial degree 
of economic instability and 
unemployment, that have 
been contributory factors to 
political instability when the 
basic needs of the majority 
are not satisfied. One of the 
documented failures of 
modem Economics has been 
the results of the Structural 
Adjustment Programme of 
the IMF in its impact on the 
poor and its inability to alle
viate poverty except perhaps 
in the very long run. For e.g., 
before the gulf crisis, Egypt, 
one of the arab countries 
which had adopted this 
policy, registered an increase 
in its national debt even after 
after the debt adjustment 
with the U.S. Aid Package. 
Perhaps some may argue that

at least the programme has 
kept the debt steady instead 
of increasing considerably. 

In the case of Yemen, time 
will tell as to the impact of 
this fiscal policy on long
term economic development. 
The main reason behind the 
failure of these modem 
economic models, was the 
severe conflict between its 
instrumental goals and its 
world view and strategy.
The goals made a claim to 
being humanitarian, but the 
world view and strategy were 
purely utilitarian.
Market system recognizes 
individual freedom and its 
role in promoting efficiency. 
Reliance on merely the price 
mechanism as a filtering 
device may or may not help 
restore, an equilibrium 
between demand and supply. 
If it does succeed it does so 
primarily at the expense of 
the poor, who are unable to 
fulfill their needs at the 
resulting higher prices from 
limited means they have at 
their disposal. Their well
being thus suffers., and this 
surely has ethical implica
tions., which makes its 
encumbent upon the policy 
makers to include a con
tingency clause to encounter 
this in the fiscal policy docu
ments.
It might also be worth con
sidering the strategy of com
plementing the price mech
anism in a market economy 
with some other device that 
would eliminate or at least 
minimize unnecessary claims 
on resources that leads to 
imbalances and serves as an 
impediment to satisfaction of 
basic needs of the poor.
By introducing another 
filter, the allocation of 
resources is to be affected by 
a double layer of filters.
The first filter attacks the 
problem of unlimited wants 
at the very source; which is 
the inner consciousness of 
individuals by changing the 
individual's preference scale, 
in order to bring it in line 
with the demands of both 
efficiency and equity., no 
doubt a difficult balance to 
strike, but all the more chal
lenging for that reason. The 
moral filter does not permit 
the pursuit of material goals 
per se, and the satisfaction of 
wants beyond a reasonable 
degree.
Market system assumes that 
self interest will induce an 
individual to maximize effi
ciency while competition will 
serve as a self-adjusting con
straint on his self 
interest, thus helping to safe
guard general social welfare, 
It is naively assumed that the 
classic problem of the clash 
of interests between the indi
vidual and the society will 
thus be automatically tackled 
through this market system. 
The serving of self interest by 
individuals is not necessarily 
bad, and competition is 
rather necessary for human 
development, as an economic 
system cannot be successful 
in realizing efficiency unless 
it allows individuals to serve 
their self interest. Serving 
self-interest becomes socially

destructive only if it crosses 
certain limits, and individuals 
are not willing to do things 
that need to be done for 
creating a society which has 
socio-economic equity as its 
central objective. Market 
economy, however, does not 
have an effective mechanism 
for motivating an individual 
to work in the interest of 
society unless the interest of 
society is served auto
matically through the serving 
of self-interest. Since the two 
interests are not necessarily 
compatible, reliance on the 
price system alone has made 
capitalism inequitable.
As Alec Nove has rightly 
remarked, "societies con
cerned only with profit will 
fall to pieces, corruption in 
the literal and figurative 
sense can flourish where the 
making of money becomes 
the primary aspiration, the 
dominant criterion of 
success."
The question is "what can 
be done to create a balance 
between self interest and 
social interest?
Without risking over
simplification, the answer is 
quite simple! we should 
endeavour, wherever 
possible, to inject such a 
system with a moral element. 
In other words , we should 
create a balance between 
morality and self interest., 
and that would be through the 
education of society per
taining to economic phe
nomena, and their impact on 
individuals on the one hand. 
On the other hand, the State 
should assume the respon
sibility of introducing this 
moral element in the national 
economic policies, as well as 
impose controls that will 
regulate the flow of capital. 
Competition and market 
forces are no doubt indis
pensable for the valuable con
tribution they can make 
towards efficiency of the allo
cative machinery. But these 
must operate within the regu
latory measures of the filter 
mechanism of moral values if 
the realization of social goals 
is to be ensured. Only within 
this framework, will competi
tion be healthy and market 
forces be humane'
To keep the economic 
wheels running on this 
smooth track, and to prevent 
its diversion into serving the 
interests of the few who have 
powerful vested interests in 
the national economy, this 
encouragement of individual 
moral values, will lead to 
better socio-economic institu
tions that permit financial 
interventions that aim to 
create an equilibrium 
between resources and the 
satisfaction of the needs of 
the majority.
The injection of a moral 
dimension into the conscious
ness of human beings and the 
pursuit of common goals 
helps in instilling the much 
needed harmony which is 
indispensable to national 
cohesion and social stability. 
The inability of the prevailing 
economic systems to provide 
even the basic material needs 
of the majority, whilst 
widening the gap between the 
rich and poor, and in most 
cases, merely introducing 
cosmetic changes at the 
surface structure, decidedly 
indicates the need for a ree
valuation of the prevailing 
economic systems. Finally, 
who is capable of providing 
such a filter mechanism? 
Must a moral code have a 
divine origin and must it be 
backed by a belief in the indi
vidual's accountability to 
God? These are questions 
worth pondering over.

A New Image at the Sheraton
Francesco Borello, the new 
General Manager of the 
Sheraton Sana'a. Hotel, told 
the Yemen Times that there 
are many investments under
taken to present the hotel with 
a new image. “Over $ 3.2 
million are budgeted for 1994 
to cover costs to renovate 
many of the rooms. A whole 
floor of executive rooms (with 
a new business service center), 
a new bar area and reception 
areas, and a face-lift of the 
coffee shop arc the main 
features of the investments,” 
he said.
Another feature which the 
hotel management is trying to 
bring about is to emphasize 
the training, specially of the 
local manpower. “Service 
means good quality human 
power. This is our point of 
focus,” Borrello added.
Borrello, from italy, has seen 
service in over a dozen coun
tries including various parts 
of Europe, south-east Asia and 
the Middle East. He comes to 
Yemen from Sheraton Al- 
Gezira in Cairo.
“A third feature we are 
pushing is better maintenance 
and technical support. We will 
have at the Sheraton the best 
safety and security systems. 
That is why we have a Chief 
Engineer on site, and he is 
charged with the improved of 
the whole system.”
Another aspect of the 
improvements has to do with 
the food being served “We

have a new executive chef in 
order to emphasize the quality 
of food. This is a top priority. 
“We are going to introduce a 
Middle East cuisine with a 
local touch. The Indian and 
Chinese Restaurants will be 
maintained. The Car Park 
arrangement will be improved 
and upgraded,” he said.
A final aspect of the new 
Sheraton image has to do with 
the Health Center. “We have a 
drive to increase membership, 
which is both exclusive and 
selective, to one thousand

persons. The health center 
will provide exceptional facil
ities,” the Sheraton GM said. 
Immediately after Ramadhan, 
some of these improvements 
will already have been com
pleted. More of the work will 
be completed later in the year. 
Sheraton is working to lead 
the hotel industry in Yemen. 
We are also working to 
promote Yemen as a tourist 
destination. Our Sales 
manager is going to Europe 
on a one-month trip for this 
purpose, Borello concluded.

PREQUALIFICATION NOTICE

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Water & Electricity

National Water and Sanitation Authority 
PROVINCIAL TOWNS PROJECT (PTP) 

Water Supply and Sanitation.

The National Water and Sanitation Authority invites companies as general contractors to prequalify 
for the implementation of water supply and sewage systems in the republic of Yemen. The intended 
contracts will include the construction of civil works and the supply and installation of electric
mechanical works for the following contracts :

Contract No.l - Tihama Area
Water supply systems for the towns of Mukha, Zabid, Bayt Al Faqih, Al Mansuriyah and Bajil, 
consisting of approx. 12 well pumping stations including electric/mechanical equipment, pump 
head up to 16 bar, Q up to 24 1/s, water transmission lines DCI pipe, PN 25, DN 150 mm to DN 
250 mm, approx. Length 20 km, 4 elevated storage tanks 100 m3 to 200 m3, distribution networks, 
DCI pipes DN 65 mm to DN 200 mm, approx. 160 km, house connection lines DN 25 mm to DN 
50 mm, approx. 50 km, house connections approx. 17000 nos., overhead power transmission lines 
11 kva approx. 20 km, approx. 11 nos of transformers 25 to 160 KVA including switch gear.

Contract No.2 - Hadjah Town
Water supply and sewage system including sewage treatment plant for the town of Hadjah, con
sisting of 3 well pumps, pump head approx.300 m, Q up to 22 1/s, one well pump station including 
electric/mechanical equipment, one booster pumping station including electric/mechanical equip
ment, pump head approx. 370 m, Q= 3 x 22 1/s, water transmission line approx. 4 km length, DCI 
pipe DN 300 mm, PN 45, water distribution system DCI pipes DN 65 mm to DN 200 mm, approx. 
Length 60 km, house connection lines PE pipe DN 25 mm to DN 50 mm, approx. 18 km, house 
connections approx. 4500 nos., approx. 3 nos of transformers 250 KVA, sewage collection system 
approx. 28 km DCI pipes DN 100 mm to DN 200 mm and approx. 28 km UPVC pipes DN 150 mm 
to DN 300 mm, approx. 1000 manholes, approx. 4500 sewage house connections with inspection 
chambers, one sewage treatment plant complete for about 50,000 population equivalents com
prising of screens, velocity channels, flumes, Imhof tanks, sludge drying beds about 4500 m2, plus 
two smaller Imhof tanks in separate catchment areas of the town.

Financial assistance will be provided by the Federal Republic of Germany through Kreditanstalt 
fuer Wiederaufbau (KFW).

Companies with suitable experience in water supply and sewage systems as general contractors, 
who wish to take part in the tender must submit prequalification information on their companies 
and suppliers before 31. March 1994 on special questionnaires which may be obtained from 21. 
February 1994 onwards against a non-refundable fee of USS 100.00 per contract, by applying in 
writing to :-

GITEC-DORSCH CONSULT
Sana'a Office

off Al Mataar/Airport Street 
Al Girafe Area

P.O.Box 8900
Sana'a Republic of Yemen

Tel.:+967-1-231-264 Fax: +967-1-233-933

OR

GITEC-DORSCH CONSULT
P.O.Box 32 04 46

40419 Dusseldorf, Federal Republic of Germany 
Tel: +49-211-44-080 Fax:+49-211-44-08-204.



February 20th, 1994

THE SUCCESSFUL LAUNCHING OF THE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION

Dr. Abdulrahman Ba Fadle, 
Minister of Supply and 
Commerce, inaugurated on 
the 16th of February, 
Wednesday evening the First 
National Yemeni Industrial 
Exhibition which is sched
uled to last until the 25th of 
Ramadan, (14th of March). 
The inauguration ceremonies 
was attended by Colonel 
Hussain Al-Maswary, the 
Mayor of Sanaa city, the 
chairman and members of 
Board of the Federation of 
Yemeni Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, a 
large number of businessmen 
and industrialists, and a 
crowd of people.
Twenty eight Yemeni com
panies and manufacturers 
participate in the exhibition 
which is organized by the 
Apollo for International 
Exhibitions company.
On display were a wide 
variety of products, ranging 
foodstuffs, ready made 
garments, consumer supplies, 
cosmetics, plastic and rubber 
products, detergents, and 
many other goods.
Talking to the press after the 
opening ceremony, Dr. Ba 
Fadle expressed his satisfac
tion with the progress and 
development achieved by 
Yemeni industries. “In a rel
atively short time, our indus
tries have made considerable 
progress. I hope that after 
satisfying the local market, 
they will start competing 
abroad,” he said.
He also stressed the impor
tance of promoting national 
industries especially those 
producing basic goods 
needed for daily consump
tion by the people. He then 
described the exhibition as a 
good opportunity to establish 
direct contact between man
ufacturers and consumers 
thus enabling the two sides 
to better understand each 
other.
to enable the people from 
obtaining some goods with a 
reasonable price, specially 
during the holy month of 
Ramadan, without the inter
ference of middlemen who 
usually push the prices up 
and urged the organizers not 
sell goods but to individuals 
citizens and not to enable 
middlemen making use of 
this opportunity to inflate 
their pockets and warned that 
the ministry will never 
tolerate such an act.
The idea of the exhibition 
was bom following a market 
analysis between Mr. Tofiq 
Al-Nihmy, the managing 
Director of Apollo 
Company, the organizer, and 
Sheikh Hameed Al-Ahmar, 
one of the rising busi
nessmen of Yemen. Tofiq, 
who represented Yemen 
Airways in Dubai for some 
time, learned about the role 
of exhibitions in marketing 
and in opening new business 
frontiers. He brought that 
knowledge and experience to 
Yemen. That is how the First 
Yemeni Industrial Exhibition 
was born.
“In two months, we will be 
holding the First Arab Exhi
bition in Sanaa. Several 
countries including Jordan,

Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and 
the United Arab Emirates 
have already decided to par
ticipate. We will try to expand 
inter-Arab trade and joint 
investment,” Tofiq said.
The company, which is also 
involved in oil field services 
as well as general trading, 
plans to build an 8000 square 
meter exhibition center in 
Sanaa, and a 14,000 square 
meters exhibition center in 
Aden. “We also plan to hold 
exhibitions in regional urban 
centers such as Taiz, 
Mukalla and Hodeidah,” Mr. 
Al-Nihmy added.
In the First Yemeni Indus
trial Exhibition, 32 com
panies and industries are par
ticipating. They are:
1. Yemen Economic cor
poration (YECO)
2. Hayel Saeed Anaam 
Group
3. Saladdin Industrial 
Group
4. The Yemen Company 
for Plastic and Leather 
Products
5. The Alsi-Cola Mineral 
Waters Company
6. Sana’a Plastic and Alu
minium Company
7. National Tobacco and 
Match Company
8. Yemen Fine Industry 
limited
9. Al-Taj Shoes Factory
10. Al-Fajer Ajadeed 
Dress Designs Factory 
11. Honey Center
12. Al-Tamimi Factory 
For Perfumes and Cos
metics Appliances
13. National Refreshments 
Company Limited
14. Mareb Poultry 
Company
15. Al-Shihab Agencies 
for Trade and Insurance
16. Security and Safety 
Company
17. Al-Nasim for Trading 
18. Al-Ward for Trading 
19. The Yemen Company 
for Socks and Textile 
Industries
20. Qassim Hussein Al- 
Mashdali Corporation
21. The Yemeni Company 
for Detergents and Soap 
22. Horizon for Printing 
and Publication
23. Society of Consumers 
for State Employees/ 
Public and Mixed
24. The General Corpora
tion for Foreign Trade and 
Cereals
25. Technical Company 
for Skin Industries
26. Al-Akhawain
Company for Food 
Products
27. Aden Company for 
Plastic Materials
28. Arwa for Tailoring and 
Design
29. Al-Thawra Industrial 
Group
30. Ateif for Skin and 
Shoes Industries
31. Al-Thawr Trading 
Company
32. Tele-Yemen Mobile
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Sanaa, a Legendary Town

Sanaa, throughout the 
ages, has remained the cradle 
of civilization which gave 
the impetus to the yemeni 
to interact positively with his 
surroundings.

Sanaa's beauty is in 
its architectural/
archaeological originality 
whether before the advent of 
Islam and during the zenith 
of the islamic era which 
reflects itself in the intricate 
architectural designs in the 
Mosques.

Sanaa is regarded to

be one of the biggest open- 
air Museums in the world. 
For more than 1500 years, it 
was a legendary town and 
to date, it has retained this 
characteristic as the old 
lives alongside the 
expanding modem suburbs.

According to yemeni 
folklore Sanaa was founded 
by Noah's Sam (It is 
referred to in some old 
manuscripts as the City of 
Sam) and is regarded to be 
one of the first sites of 
human settlement

throughout history.
Legend has it that Sam 
came to Yemen from the 
North seeking a place to 
settle and chose Sanaa 
which was pointed out to 
him by a bird. The town 
still bears the legendary 
name of Sam-City. The 
city, two thousand years 
ago was also known as the 
"The City of Azal".

It is noteworthy that 
all arab tribes trace them 
origins to Qahtaan,the fore
father of all the arabs,who is 
known to originate from

Yemen. During the Sabean 
and Himyarite reign, there 
was a huge palace some
where in or near present day 
Sanaa, referred to as 
"Ghamdaan Palace" 
believed to have been 
twenty storeys high with 
bronze lions guarding each 
corner. In the 10th 
century, A.D. the famous 
yemeni historian, "Al- 
Hamaani" reported on the 
developments in Yemen 
some 800 years before his 
time. According to his 
accent, it was the Sabean

King Shar Awtar who, in 
the late 2nd century A.D. 
built a wall around the 
palace of Ghamdaan.

Sanaa literally means 
a "fortified city" which 
explains its geographical 
structure of being sur
rounded by mountains. 
When Dhofar lost its prom
inence as the capital of the 
Himyarite Kingdom, Sanaa 
came into existence as the 
capital.

The Grand Mosque of 
Sanaa(Al-Masjeed Al-

Kabeer) was built around 
630 A.D. in the early 
staged when Islam came to 
Yemen during the lifetime 
of the Prophet Mohammed. 
The Mosque was built in a 
strictly islamic style with 
infusions of yemeni archi
tecture and calligraphic 
inscriptions dominate the 
inner structure with a very 
ornate "Mihraab". In sub
sequent centuries, Sanaa 
often served as a capital 
either for a part or the 
whole of Yemen at different 
periods.

RECTIFICATION
In last week’s interview with Ethiopian 

President Melles Zenawi, Yemen Times mentioned 
he did his higher studies in the capital Sana’a. 

The President did his higher studies in the capita, 
Addis Ababa.
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Ethiopia’s Oldest & Largest Foreign Community: The Yemenis
Geologically, Yemen and 
Ethiopia were one land-mass. 
They were separated by the Great 
Rift which stretches from Tan
zanian and Uganda northwards 
through the Red Sea All the way 
to the Levant, cutting through 
Palestine. Actually as the Red 
Sea annually expands by a centi
meter or two, Yemen is drifting 
away from the AFrican continent. 
Similarly, relations between 
Yemen and Ethiopia have been 
exceptionally strong. They go 
back to thousands of years, 
during the Sabaean civilization, 
which is claimed by both sides. 
Actually, archaeologic dis
coveries have shown that the two 
sides of the Red Sea have once 
formed one state, specially in the 
millennium before Jesus Christ. 
Around the mid-seventh century 
AD, Ethiopian forces conquered 
Yemen for a short while, thus 
creating a unified empire in the 
lower Red Sea, one more time. 
This was brought to an end when 
Saif Bin Dhi Yazan successfully 
dislodged the Ethiopian forces. 
Since then, the two sides forged 
their separate entities, although 
still engaging in extensive com
mercial and cultural exchange. 
The last wave of population 
movement towards Ethiopia 
came in the late 19th century and 
early 20th century when a wave 
of yemenis immigrated to 
Ethiopia. Today, the number of 
Yemenis associated with Ethiopia 
- the original migrants and their 
decsendents - exceed one million 
persons. The majority of these 
are now back in Yemen. But a 
significant Yemeni community 
remains in Ethiopia.
"We are the oldest and still the 
largest foreign community in 
Ethiopia,” says Mr. Awadh Said 
Ba-Aamer, Chairman of the Ethi
opian Community in Ethiopia, 
well aware of the wave of 
returnees to Yemen. In Addis 
Abeba alone, there are some 
5000 families that are yemenis or 
of Yemeni extract alone. “We are 
different from most of the other 
foreign communities - whether 
Italians, Armenians, or even from 
other African countries. We 
associate with the local people, 
inter-marry, and identify," he 
said.
Even then, the Yemeni Ethi
opians are really a bridge that 
brings Yemen and Ethiopia 
together. They are an extremely 
important asset for the two sides 
in their efforts to strengthen their 
economic cooperation and bilat
eral relations.
Most of the Yemeni Ethiopians 
are businessmen. They are into 
trade and industrial ventures. In 
addition, Yemeni Ethiopians 
have succeeded in encouraging 
Yemeni investors to go to 
Ethiopia and invest there, thus 
creating a new lifeline between 
the two sides.
There are over 62 new invest
ments by Yemenis in Ethiopia, 
just over the last two years. Many 
are in industries, others are in 
tourism, hotels, and commercial 
enterprise.
The Yemeni Community school 
in Addis Abeba boasts the enroll
ment of some 1000 children. 
“We teach the Yemeni as well as 
the Ethiopia curricula,” explained 
Mr. Abdul-Bari A. Al-Dhamari, 
seconded to the school by the 
Yemeni Education Ministry. He 
and six others are there to make 
sure the curricula and educational 
format coincide with the system 
in Yemen because the school is 
accredited by the Yemeni author
ities.
The overwhelming aspect of the 
Yemeni community in Ethiopia is 
their worries over the crisis in 
Yemen. “We are dead scared 
what could befall our country," 
slated Mr. , himself a prominent 
businessman.

Pictures from the Yemeni Community
Political Slogans on Unity and Building a Future: Borrowed from Yemen

Kids of the Yemeni-Ethiopian Community: The Future Bridge of the Red Sea

Pictures from the Yemeni Community’s School
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WHO URGES BETTER PALLIATIVE 
CARE FOR THE TERMINALLY ILL

With five million people a year worldwide 
dying from cancer, and nine million others 
developing the disease, providing palliative 
care for them is of increasing importance, 
according to the World Health Organization. 
The First International Congress on Palliative 
Care, which opened in Madrid on 9 
February, indicates growing global recogni
tion of the need for care and treatment of 
those dying from cancer and other incurable 
diseases.
"We ought to give those who are to leave life 
the same care and attention that we give to 
those who enter life, the newborns," said Dr. 
Jan Stjemsward, chief of WHO's Cancer and 
Palliative Care unit, who was one of the main 
speakers at the Madrid meeting, which ended 
12 February.
The congress brought together doctors, 
nurses, researchers and specialists from many 
countries, particularly in Europe and Central 
and Latin America, who discussed subjects 
such as pain control, symptom relief, palli
ative care for children, and psycho
emotional support for patients and relatives. 
WHO experts point out that the need for pal
liative care will increase, due to a combina
tion of factors including ageing of the world 
population, increases in cancer deaths related 
to tobacco use, and the spread of AIDS.
"By using the vast amount of knowledge 
available in the field of palliative care, the 
quality of life of the terminally ill can be sig
nificantly improved," said Dr. Stjemsward. 
The involvement of family members in palli
ative care is essential in the many countries 
where there are few, if any, cancer special
ists. For example, in sub-Saharan Africa, 
with the exception of South Africa, there are 
fewer than 75 cancer specialists for a pop
ulation of more than 300 million. Morphine 
is an essential drug in pain control, but there 
are at least 50 countries where the drug is not 
available. Twenty seven of these countries 
are in Africa, and nine in the Americas.
In developing countries, eight or nine out of 

every ten patients with incurable cancer do 
not receive efficient palliative care. At least 
80 per cent of these patients are already 
incurable by the time their disease is diag
nosed, but little effort and money is spent on 
their terminal care.
"Almost all efforts and resources in the 
developing countries go to therapeutic 
approaches," Dr. Stjemsward said. "A 
striking fact often seen in these countries is 
the almost complete lack of effort and 
resources for palliative care."
WHO's Global Cancer control Program has 
made this a priority and has made support 
available to countries that want to implement 
the existing knowledge in cancer control, by 
setting up national cancer control programs. 
"Globally, palliative care is a neglected area. 
The need today is enormous and will increase 
dramatically in the near future," said Dr. 
Stjemsward. "The size of the problem must 
be made clear to individuals and to society, 
especially policy-makers and the medical pro
fession."
A WHO expert committee on the relief of 
cancer pain and palliative care has made rec
ommendations to countries, including the 
establishment of national policies and 
programs for palliative care, the training of 
health care workers in the subject, and 
support for families involved in home care of 
their relatives.
Since WHO launched a simple, inexpensive 
method for controlling pain - the "three-step 
analgesic ladder" - in the mid-1980s, there 
has been remarkable progress, with 48 coun
tries developing such policies.
"Implementation of all our recommendations 
could have a major impact on the quality of 
life of cancer patients, but will require strong 
political motivation and leadership, and can 
be undertaken without very high expen
diture," Dr. Stjemsward said.
For further information contact Dr. Stjems
ward, Chief Cancer and Palliative Care Unit, 
WHO, Geneva. Telephone: (14-22) 791-3477
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Dr. Yasseen Saeed Noman:
“The 18th January resolutions are one 

whole unit and can’t be parcelled.”
Dr. Yasseen Saeed Noman, 
Chairman of the Secretariat 
of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party, insisted that the 
resolutions of the 18th 
January Document released 
by the Dialogue Committee 
represent one whole unit and 
cannot be treated in parcels 
or segments, even if the 
implementation is prioritized 
and scheduled as called for 
by the document itself.
In an exclusive interview 
with the Aden Bureau Chief 
of the Yemen Times, Mr. 
Shaher Musa’abain, just 
prior to the departure of the 
YSP delegation for the ratifi
cation of the document in 
Amman, Dr. Noman said he 
expected all sides to attend 
and “no will be absent.”

Dr. Noman is one of the few 
senior politicians of Yemen 
who are held at high esteem 
by the general public, and 
who are “acceptable” in most 
circles.
“The reforms required by the 
document are not only polit
ically expedient, but they are 
needed for the very survival 
of the nation,” he said.
“We in the YSP put our 
souls and hearts in the drive 
to bring modernization and 
progress to the country. In 
spite of the fact that the 
Dialogue Committee has not 
finished its agenda on the 
guarantees, we will go ahead 
with the ratification and start 
implementing the resolu
tions. We want to prove our 
good intentions, and our 
desire to overcome the past 
difficulties,” he said.
“The YSP will never go 
against the national 
consensus that has evolved,” 
he concluded.

Read full interview on p. 11


