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Yemen Buries Ahmed Mohd Noman

The Last of 
the Dinosaurs

On Wednesday, October 
2nd, the Republic of Yemen 
bid farewell to the last of 
the giant generation in 
politics - Ustaz Ahmed 
Mohammed Noman.

On hand for the last 
encounter were the top 
echelon of the politicians, 
senior government officials, 
the top brass of the military 
and security, public figures,

and a large crowd of 
ordinary people.
He was laid to rest in the 
Cemetery of Martyrs, with 
full honors.

More on page 2

EMC - Aden Branch to be 
Inaugurated This Week

On Monday, October 13th, the Aden 
Branch of the Elections Monitoring Com­
mittee (EMC) will be formally inau­
gurated. Attending the occasion are the 
governor, deputy governor, leaders of the 
political parties, journalists, lawyers, 
female political movement representatives, 
diplomats based in Aden, and many others. 
All in all, some 1000 persons are invited to 
the ceremony to be held at Al-Wahdah 
Club in Sheikh Othman.
The EMC plans to steadily inaugurate its 
branches all over the country, until all 35 
nationwide representations are completed 
before the year is out.
The EMC is a private Yemeni initiative

which is working to gather information on 
the election process. Its large army of vol­
unteers - eventually about 50,000 - will 
work to collect data on elections viola­
tions, verify reports on individual cases, 
document the cases, and disseminate infor­
mation on them.
The information will be made available 
through brochures, a monthly newsletter, 
quarterly reports, a final report, and blips 
over the internet.
The EMC is a totally Yemeni initiative 
being managed and supported from within 
Yemen, and financed totally by Yemenis. 
The EU is, at the morttent, considering 
some financial support for it.

400 Million Computers Worldwide Share the Yemen Times

Read the Yemen Times 
on the Web

http://www.YemenTimes.com.ye
Yes, that is the address.
Starting last week, the Yemen Times has 
become available to 400 million computers 
worldwide on the internet. Those readers 
can now share the paper with those who 
receive hard copies of it.
Internet readers are offered, for now, the 
last issue of the paper. But, within the next 
four weeks, readers will have access to the 
four last issues.
Our overseas subscribers will now be able 
to by-pass the PSO agents in the mail.

We are thankful to both TeleYemen and 
NASS for their assistance. Special thanks 
go to Mohammed Abdul-Kader and Hilmi 
Noman.
Unfortunately, the file is not yet inter­
active. We hope to be able to interact with 
our readers on the spot, in the future, once 
TeleYemen is ready to give us direct 
access to the directory.
Finally, we also hope to introduce pictures 
and graphs in the near future. For now, it’s 
the text, and a little bit of music.
ENJOY!

http://www.YemenTimes.com.ye
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NEED FOR 
CREATIVE THINKING

The Republic of Yemen is definitely going through a soul- 
searching process as it gropes its way through the labyrinth of 
democratization and transformation. This process seems to have 
hit a snag, leading to a hardening of the rhetoric, even among 
the partners in the ruling coalition. The reason for this has been 
the registration for elections, and the role of the Supreme Elec­
tions Committee (SEC), whose implications for power dis­
tribution, come the April 1997 elections, are clear.

There are two aspects to the disguised muscle flexing and bad- 
mouthing which the various political parties engage in today.

First, democracy is not just a bunch of rituals behind which 
power-hungry politicians can hide. Democracy is a system, is a 
way of thinking, it is a style of living, it is an environment 
which allows various individuals and groups to be and do their 
best. So, it is disturbing that some groups, especially the 
People’s General Congress (PGC), use the ritual to legitimize 
almost pre-determined election results given their resources. 
Without state money, state bureaucrats, state media, and state 
army/security, the PGC would not be so confident about free 
elections. Our elections are beginning to resemble a marathon 
in which a healthy and strong person races next to a crippled 
and sick person. Saying such elections are free does not help.

Second, boycotting the elections is not a good policy. Defective 
elections are better than none. The opposition parties need to do 
some creative thinking as to how to interact with the elections. 
But interact they must. They have to find ways to go beyond 
the complaining. They have to help shore up the public’s con­
fidence and trust in the democratization and transformation 
process. There are no two ways about it.
But there are new ways and new alternatives to their approach. 
For one thing, the objections of the opposition parties to the 
violations and irregularities during registration for elections 
should stand because laws are broken rather than because these 
violations diminish the chances of their candidates winning. 
Towards that end, they must start by correcting and exposing 
their own violations and irregularities.
Another thing they can do is to accumulate and document the 
violations in one lump and discuss them with the SEC. The vio­
lations can also be presented to the general public in a clear and 
simple way, rather than limit their discussions to elite circles, as 
is the case at the moment.

In the final analysis, continuing to keep channels of com­
munications open, holding official and unofficial meetings, and 
presenting arguments in a toned down way are the best course 
of action. It is important for our transformation to take root 
among the people of Yemen. More impor­
tantly now, it is critical for the values of 
tolerance, respect for the right of others 
and similar values to be internalized by 
the power brokers of this country.

Rising British Interest
Yemen continues to witness a 
convergence of British visitors 
and interest.
First, there is a large British trade 
mission visiting the country. The 
14-person delegation is going to 
meet Government officials and 
businessmen in Sanaa and Aden. 
The mission is organized by the 
South of England Exporters 
Association, and will last from 
the 6th to the 11th.
Second, the British Trade Sec­
retary is planning to arrive in 
Sanaa later this month. He will 
hold talks on ways to strengthen 
commercial ties.
Third, Anne Hunt, Artistic 
Director and Chief Executive of 
World Circuit Arts, left Yemen 
yesterday following a three-week 
tour of the country. Anne is pre­
paring for a major Yemeni event, 
The Yemeni Festival, in London 
in September 1997. In one of the 
leading arts institutions of 
London, the company will 
present Yemeni architecture, 
crafts, applied arts, music, dance 
and poetry.
"The Yemeni-British Friendship 
Association has been instru­
mental in helping me,” Anne 
explained.

Mazher Nizar Exhibit
Al-Afif Cultural Foundation is 
hosting a one-week exhibition of 
the works of Mazher Nizar, an 
outstanding Yemeni painter and 
artist. The exhibition, which 
starts on the 7th of October, is 
open to the public during 4:00 
pm to 7:00 pm. everyday.

Indian Festival 
at the Taj Sheba Hotel

During 10-14th October, you can 
enjoy a taste of Indian culture at 
the Taj Sheba Hotel. “A colorful 
troupe of folk dance and music 
will put everyone in the spirit of 
merry and fun,” according to 
Vijay Albuquerque, GM of the 
hotel.
The festival will also bring to 
light the varied culinary expertise 
of the southern coast of India 
ranging from the spicy chetinad 
to the bold coconut curries.

Seminar on Future 
State Building

The Sanaa University Club of the 
People’s General Congress is 
hosting a one-day brain-storming 
session of state-building in the 
Republic of Yemen. The talk will 
be future-oriented. “The event 
will take place on October 12th 
at the Cultural Center. Although 
it will be dominated by uni­
versity professors and other intel­
lectuals, the session is open to 
the public,” explained Dr. 
Abubakar Al-Qirby.

Yemen and Eritrea Sign 
Document to Set Up Court

Yemeni and Eritrean envoys 
signed in Paris last week an 
agreement according, to which a 
five-person panel of judges will 
be chosen for the arbitration 
court. The court will be based in 
London and will look into the 
dual claim over Hunaish islands.

Cont’d. from Page 1:

Final Tribute to the Professor
The patriotic movement of 
Yemen saw final funeral rites 
given to one of its outstanding 
leaders last Wednesday in a 
manner fitting to a man who had 
greater visions for his nation than 
circumstances would allow to 
happen. Thousands of people 
joined the funeral procession 
which the President of the 
Republic, Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
had ordered to be given with full 
state honors. Indeed, Professor 
Ahmed Mohammed Noman 
deserved all that plus more.
Thousands of people were there 
to pay their final respects to a 
man who constantly spoke out 
against oppression, injustice and 
suppression of freedom, whether 
as an active opposition leader 
against the existing regime or as 
a senior member of the ruling 
government. One could hear, 
during the procession along the 
street named after his former 
partner, Mohammed Mahmoud 
Al-Zubeiry - another true martyr 
- the people recounting the 
several situations where the “Pro­
fessor’s” tongue lashed out 
against those who abused 
authority bestowed on them by 
the people, or who betrayed 
public trust in them.
Noman was a rare breed of 
Yemeni genius, whose marks 
were stamped, not only on the 
political theater, but also on law, 
literature and social and cultural 
development. His impact was not 
just felt in Yemen, but all the 
leaders in the region sought his 
advice and counsel, on a regular 
basis to help them in achieving 
cultural and social development 
as well as political reform.
But for Yemenis, the Professor 
represented the true freedom 
fighting spirit that reflected a 

willingness to sacrifice so that all 
Yemenis can enjoy liberty, 
equality and the pursuit of happi­
ness. He was among the first to 
speak against the inability of the 
Imamate to implement social 
justice and political freedom as 
ordained by Islam. He worked to 
enable Yemen catch up with the 
advances that man has achieved 
in government and social justice. 
He went through the ordeals of 
imprisonment, torture,. per­
secution and suffering inflicted 
on freedom fighters who would 
accept nothing less than to have 
Yemen make the big jump from 
the Middle Ages to modern 
times, not just on the political 
front but in all the areas.
More than that, he wanted 
Yemen to be an active leader in 
the Arab nationalist movement, 
with a view towards allowing the 
Arab World to take its deserved 
place among modern progressive 
nations. He suffered years of 
exile, prison and other sorts of 
persecution - all for not willing to 
compromise on his convictions. 
With his eminence and stature, he 
could have avoided all the agony 
he had to go through. But, he 
knew that convictions are mean­
ingless if one was not ready to 
suffer for them - freedom carries 
a high price tag!
It is worth it to recall some of the 
memorable situations of the Pro­
fessor’s ongoing struggle for 
political freedom of all Yemenis: 
1) When his partner and 
cofounder of the Free Yemenis 
Movement (mid 1940’s), 
Mohammed Mahmoud Al- 
Zubeiry was mysteriously killed 
in Barat, northeast of Sana’a, 
after the 26 September Revolu­
tion, the Professor rose to the 
podium of the Grand Mosque of

Sana’a to ask in his fiery oratory: 
“Who are the killers of 
Zubeiry?”, not discounting the 
possibility that the plot might 
have been engineered by people 
who were sitting in front of him!
2) When he joined many leading 
Yemenis in the government on a 
mission to Cairo to plead with 
the President of Egypt then, 
Gamal Abdul Nasser, to give the 
Yemeni government freedom in 
deciding the appropriate course 
for the country. The entire 
mission was taken to the 
Egyptian War Prison - notori­
ously known for its tortuous hos­
pitality. When asked by some of 
the prominent Egyptian opposi­
tion members on the reason for 
the Yemenis being in prison, the 
eloquent Noman was quick to 
respond: “We came to request 
the right to speak only to find 
that we have now been denied 
the right to take a leak!”
3) Just prior to the last Civil War 
in Yemen (1994), despite his 
ailing condition, the Professor’s 
keen sense detected the forth­
coming trouble. He wrote an 
open letter to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and the then 
Vice President Ali Salim Al- 
Beedh asking them to set all 
political confrontation aside and 
to put the national interest of the 
country ahead.
May his soul rest in peace.
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Radiyyah Shamsheer:

"Yemeni women in Aden lost some of 
their rights because they didn't earn them."
Radhiyyah Shamsheer is one of the public figures of Yemen who 
has participated in women’s activities in Sana’a and Aden. She is 
indeed one of the leaders of the country’s feminist movement.
In 1974, she was a founding member of the General Union for 
Yemeni Women. In 1976, she was a leading member in the forma­
tion of the Central Council of Women. By 1981, she was involved 
in setting up the Yemeni Democratic Organization for Media 
Sciences, and she headed a media campaign to raise awareness on 
women’s issues. By the late 1980s, she was in the unity com­
mittees dealing with unification of institutions working on 
women. She worked hard not to lose much of the progress 
achieved by Yemeni women in the former PDRY.
Since May 1994, she is a member of the Executive Board of the 
Federation of Yemeni Women. This week, she is one of the archi­
tects in the formation of the League of Yemeni Political Women. 
Radhiyyah graduated from the University of Algiers in 1972 with 
a B.A. in Journalism. In 1980, she travelled to Hungary and got a 
diploma in media sciences from the International Institute of 
Journalism.
She participated in a number of meetings, seminars and con­
gresses at the national, regional and international levels. Though 
Ms. Shamsheer’s turf is Aden, she almost won a parliamentary 
seat in Sanaa when she ran in the 1993 parliamentary elections.
At the moment, she is a member of the Executive Bureau of the 
union of Yemeni Women since May, 1994.
Yemen Times Aden Bureau Chief, Ridhwan Al-Saqqaf, talked to 
her and filed the following report.
Excerpts.

Q: Recently, a seminar was 
held in support of women can­
didates for the April Elections. 
As a woman who participated 
in the country’s 1993 elections, 
what advice do you have for 
women planning to stand in the 
coming elections?
A: Let me start by thanking the 
National Committee on Women 
for holding that seminar, though I 
have no idea about its results. In 
general, the seminar is an exten­
sion to a number of activities 
devoted to supporting women in 
exercising their constitutional 
and legal rights and specifically 

the right in standing for elections 
and to public office.
An earlier effort by the Yemeni 
Institute for Development of 
Democracy also helped highlight 
some of the issues that concern 
female candidates. In a question­
naire filed by the former can­
didates, the YIDD’s field study 
gave lots of data and insight for 
women planning to stand in the 
coming elections.
There are many other efforts 
which sharpen focus on the par­
ticular needs of female can­
didates. In particular, the research 
of Dr. Hamud Alawdi added 
some new points.

All these good efforts flow in the 
direction of giving female can­
didates a better chance in the 
elections of April, 1997.
I ran in the 1993 elections as a 
candidate nominated by the 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) in 
constituency No. 11 in the capital 
Sana’a. I came second after Mr. 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Hajri. He is, 
of' course, a political heavy­
weight.
The experiment was a challenge 
for I come from Aden.

My advice to female candidates 
is to enter the elections with a 
will and determination. Female 
candidates should not fear any 
kind of intimidation that might 
be used against them and they 
should prepare well their elec­
toral programs.

Q: Women in Aden used to 
have a vital role in socio­
political life. What happened to 
this role? Is there a setback 

and how do you see the pros­
pects in future?
A: Yes, women in Aden used to 
play a more visible role. What 
happened is a reversal of this 
role, which was a gift from the 
authority at that time, and was 
not earned by the women.
The setback was a result of 
changes in the mentality of the 
forces which manage the country. 
The present mentality is gripped 
by traditional concepts of the role 
of women in society employing 
the guise of religion to keep 
women away from taking its role. 
Islam as a religion for life is built 
on equality, justice, and fra­
ternity.
But this is another chance to fight 
for the rights of women. But this 
time, we better earn it so that it 
will develop roots.
Generally speaking, I am not a 
pessimist. There are some 
positive indicators which began 
to appear lately in support of 
women’s rights. This is partly 
due to the gentle nudging of 
foreign governments and groups.

Q: It is a good thing you men­
tioned the role of foreign gov­
ernments, NGOs and others. 
How do you assess such role?
A: I feel such role is invaluable 
and very necessary. I also want to 
point to the support of Europeans 
and Americans in this field.
Unfortunately, such support is 
not optimally used. Let me give 
two examples.
All support is channeled through 
NGOs and institutions in Sanaa. 
This kind of centralization does 
not offer much to the women 
active in the fronts where the 
confrontation and fight for 

women’s rights is more real - in 
the governorates.
Second, most of the resources are 
channeled through a few women 
who have become famous in 
Sanaa. Some of them are able to 
mobilize money from multiple 
sources whereas a small fraction 
of that money in the governorates 
could have done wonders.
The foreigners are required to do 
more thorough work. But again 
we are talking about bureaucrats 
who simply want to dislodge the 
money with as few headaches 
and work as possible. Hunting for 
good people for support in the 
various governorates requires 
real work.

Q: Are you going to run in the 
April Elections?
A: It is too early for announce­
ments.

Q: Are you still a member of 
the YSP? How do you evaluate 
the change that the party is 
going through?
A: Yes, I am a member of the 
YSP, although for personal 
reasons I have frozen my activity 
with the party, presently.
Regarding the change within the 
party structure and the evolution 
of its philosophy, I can say it is 
changing positively. I think the 
YSP is beginning to learn to 
operate outside power. This is 
good for it and for Yemen.
Q: You are preparing for the 
launch of the League of Yemeni 
Political Women. What is this?
A: It is a tool to given female 
politicians a chance to help each 
other. But do come on October 
13th and check it out.
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Mohammed Naji Allaw:

The SEC has to go!"
Mohammed Najee Alawi, a 
prominent lawyer, who has 
been making waves lately. He 
has filed cases and won them 
against the Supreme Elections 
Committee. Mohammed, 45, is 
a member of parliament repre­
senting his native Rada’a, in Al- 
Baidha Governorate. He is also 
a member of the Shura Council 
of the Yemeni Congregation for 
Reform (Islah).
He had served as assistant 
attorney for Sanaa until 1985. 
Today he is a prominent lawyer 
who takes on cases related to 
political and human rights.

Q: Let us start with the phi­
losophy of government in 
Islam. This seems to be at the 
center of our maladies. You are 
classified as an Islamic pol­
itician. How would you describe 
the Islamic view of govern­
ment?
A: The fundamental point is 
really the legitimacy of a system 
of those in power. This problem 
has plagued the Arab and Islamic 
world since the early days of the 
Islamic State.
We are really talking about the 
mechanism and procedures on 
attaining high office. European 
and American constitutions took 
exceptional concern about this 
matter. Islamic Sharia law is for 
all humanity. Justice must be had 
by all people whether we like 
them or not. Can the Muslims 
draw inspiration from their great 
heritage and civilization handed 
down to them by the caliphs?

Q: Does procedural legitimacy 
mean the right of the ruler to 
rule?
A: It means the authority of the 
ruler and the rights that branch 
out from it. That is, the rights of 

citizens towards their rulers and 
vice versa. The rulers have 
become as demi-gods in their 
dealings with their people. 
Leaders were chosen in the past 
by general consensus (Baiaa). 
The Muslims- were victorious 
because their system had greater 
justice, not just because they 
were true Muslims. Justice 
diminished among Muslims and 
increased among other nations 
that were able to solve the 
problem of relationship between 
the people and the authorities. 
The Muslims must understand 
this relationship so that there will 
be a renaissance in the Islamic 
World.

Q: But what you are saying 
contradicts what some of the 
religious parties use as slogans. 
You say that we should carry 
the spirit and profound 
thoughts of Islam and apply 
them to our present day real­
ities. This is contradictory to 
what some parties (which call 
themselves Islamic) call for. 
What do you think about this?
A: The main problem is that we 
are a defeated nation. Defeated 
by internal despotism. We have 
ourselves to blamed. ‘He who is 
just becomes victorious.’ We are 
a defeated nation which displays 
a lot of nostalgia for the past. 
This manifests itself in many 
ways.
Our nation is presently plagued 
by abuse and mis-use of authority 
which requires complete sub­
mission on the part of the 
citizens. This is similar to the 
condition during the ages of the 
rule of the Church in Europe. The 
alliance between political rulers 
and the Church made the kings 
holy.
We have constitutions that are 

mere formalities. Nobody abides 
by them because they are not 
created by the citizens. The 
citizens surrender completely to 
their presidents who have 
become ‘republican kings’, even 
more than kings.
The Islamic movement, which is 
a reaction to this despotism, 
gave rise to extremism. There 
must be re-education as to the 
best methods for facing-up to 
despotism. The traditional forms 
of opposition; i.e., underground 
activities and armed struggle, 
lead to a vicious cycle of 
violence. What is happening in 
Algeria now is a good example. 
The cycle of violence will lead 
Algeria’s society to armed 
conflict in which the side with 
more fire-power will win, 
whether it is the government or 
the front. Afghanistan is another 
vivid example. These people, as 
a defeated nation, hate the West 
since they see its culture cor­
rupting their ethics and values. 
They hold on to the Sharia, but 
they do not have a working alter­
native program as to how to 
form and manage a government. 
The main global problem, of 
Muslims today is that of 
authority. How can it become 
stable and lead to reassurance of 
its citizens. The Islamic move­
ments do not inform us clearly 
about this.

Q: Almost all the writing and 
preaching of Islamic scholars 
and theologians concerns rites 
and rituals, with very little 
about the rights of people in 
their daily dealings, or in the 
system of government or the 
interaction between various 
power blocs in society.
A: The Islamic movement 
should lead to a renaissance in 

scholarship that has to do more 
with our lives and relationships. 
If these values and concepts are 
presented in a clear way, then 
much will be resolved. We can 
start by learning from the 
Western and Eastern civilizations 
and take from them what is com­
patible with our religion and 
culture. And then build on it.

Q: Let us come to Yemen. 
What seems to be the phil­
osophical problem?
A: In Yemen we have a historic 
opportunity, though there is the 
problem of the constitution. Con­
stitutions have beautiful words 
but people do not understand 
them, let alone believe in them. 
They regard them as Western 
and Christian, or at least alien. 
This is due to mobilization 
against them by the forces which 
want to marginalize such con­
tractual documents. It also has to 
do with our own level of cultural 
sophistication and development. 
Another important issue that 
must be specified is when the 
citizens have the right to defy 
and disobey a tyrannical ruler 
and by what methods.
We must also specify the Islamic 
concept of ‘promoting virtue and 
curbing vice’. This is a local 
variant of full participation and 
interaction by citizens in public 
life.
In our society there is a gap 
between what intellectuals think 
and what they actually practice. 
It is as if we have a number of 
personalities which come out in 
different situations. These per­
sonalities almost do not know 
each other, although they are 
embodied by the same indi­
vidual. I believe proper educa­
tion is the mechanism for our 
correct evolution.

Q: Let me come down to spe­
cifics. You have objections 
against the Supreme Elections 
Committee. What is at .issue 
here?
A: Elections are one of the 
important modern mechanisms 
that humanity has developed as a 
legitimizing factor for those in 
power. We in Yemen have 
accepted this and it distinguishes 
us from other Arab and Islamic 
societies. It must be protected. 
Since elections represent a com­
petition among contending indi­
viduals and groups, a mechanism 
was developed to supervise that 
this competition is fair and 
according to the law. Hence, an 
independent commission - called 
the Supreme Elections Com­
mittee (SEC) - was born in which 
all political parties participate.
In summary, you can say that the 
objections are aimed at blocking 
one party from exercising pre­
ponderant influence over the 
work of the SEC.

Q: But you also filed lawsuits 
against the SEC for having 
made big mistakes. Can you 
specify them?
A: The SEC made many serious 
mistakes, and these form the 
basis of several lawsuits filed 
against it, and we already have 
won court sentences. These have 
not been honoured, yet.
I will list some of the mistakes.
1- The SEC was obliged by law 
to submit a bill to amend the 
elections law in the first elected 
parliament after unity, since the 
previous parliament was an 
appointed one. The reasons for 
this obligation are:
a) to benefit from the experience, 
b) the original law was made 
during a period of heated polit­
ical struggle, and
c) the law must be voted upon by 
a legitimate parliament. The SEC 
submitted its bill three years later 
than required by law.

2- Registration procedures should 
have been performed according to 
the new not the old law.
When the constitution was 
amended, a clause was added for 
the first time which does not exist 
in any other Arab country. This 
clause widened the powers of the 
SEC to include, in addition to 
supervising parliamentary elec­
tions, voting for the presidency 
and local councils as well. I think 
the three year delay was delib­
erate. The neglect of the SEC of 
its duties should have led to its 
resignation or withdrawal of con­
fidence in its members.
According to the new constitu­
tion, the number of members in 
the SEC become seven instead of 
5-7. These are to be chosen from 
a list of 15 adopted by a two- 
thirds majority in parliament.
The SEC violated the procedures 
of forming main registration com­
mittees, branch committees and 
women's committees. Instead it 
formed one basic committee per 
constituency and that was it.
This meant that a lot of voters 
could not register, and that any 
complaint against the committee 
was filed with it. This led to a 
diminishing. role for parties and 
violations. For example, we have 
proof of registering voters at 
home and in the houses of poten­
tial candidates.
1) The election table contains the 
name, age, profession, etc. of the 
registered voters but not the 
address of their residence. Instead 
of the address, the column is 
filled-in with the constituency 
zone - A, B or C. This does not 
allow people to check on the 
voters’ - whether they are real or 
not; whether they are eligible or 
not, etc.
2) Another gross failure which 
would destroy the legitimacy of 
the SEC is that it imposed on 
anyone contesting its actions, to 
submit long forms, of which it 
doesn’t have adequate numbers. 
For example, if you contest the 
right of 1000 registered voters,- 
you have to fill in 1000 forms. In 
the countryside, where would you 
get 1000 copies of the forms.
3) The SEC agrees to provide the 
list of only those registered in 
1996. No lists of voters taken 
from the 1993 election lists are 
provided.
4) The election cards are issued to 
citizens before the contestation 
period is over. The handing over 
the cards effectively cancels any 
possibility of contesting.
A judicial decision was issue pre­
venting breaking-up of lists or 
issuing cards before a final list 
was made. This list is valid for 
one full election cycle.
5) There is the issue of the photo­
graph which must be on the reg­
istration paper, the registry and 
the election forms so that voting 
can take place according to iden­
tical photos. The SEC decided to 
cancel the need for pictures.
There are other infringements.

Q: But the SEC says that the 
courts have no jurisdiction over 
it. It is only the Supreme Court 
which has such jurisdiction.
A: This is really a sign of ignor­
ance. The activities of the SEC 
are administrative and there is no 
need for the Supreme Court, 
which is responsible for clar­
ifying constitutional issues in 
disputes between the branches of 
authority.
Any court has jurisdiction over 
ail organs and individuals. When 
a government body, including the 
presidency, issues administrative 
decisions, they can be contested 
at the relevant primary court 
which deals with such cases. We 
have an advanced clause in 
Yemeni law, similar to the 
American law, which states that 
the primary court can deal and 
adjudicate all types of case.

Q: What is the way out?
A: Law number 27 issued on 31st 
of August, 1996 solved the 
problem of the SEC by abolishing 
it. This SEC is illegitimate 
according to article 102 which 
defines the committee as the one 

established according to this law. 
Before 31st August, the SEC was 
formed according to an old and 
by now annulled law.

Q: Since matters are this clear, 
why is there a problem?
A: I think everybody, including 
the People’s General Congress, 
realizes the clear need for estab­
lishing a new SEC. The PGC 
wants:
1- To reach an agreement on the 
form and members of the new 
committee because it is elected 
according to the new law once 
every 8 years and it is possible 
for any party to veto. The agree­
ment on the members and their 
number is a political issue.
2- To make sure the new SEC 
will not roll-back the work done 
by the present SEC, which are 
seen by the PGC as achievements 
for the elections.
These are the major obstacles.

Q: Do you think that this dis­
agreement between Islah and 
the PGC will lead a wider gap?
A: The type of relations of the 
past was a great mistake. Islah 
should not have stayed bonded to 
the PGC as a junior partner. Lack 
of dialogue with other parties was 
a gross error. Islah has now taken 
a historical step by talking to 
other parties (in which Mr. Allaw 
is personally involved). It has 
achieved a document as a basis of 
further democratization.
It is rumored that Islah has started 
talking to the opposition for polit­
ical gains. I say this is not so. 
Islah has a democratic aim espe­
cially after the Islamic movement 
in Yemen changed its attitude and 
mechanisms.
If the PGC does not show flex­
ibility, it is possible that Islah will 
not remain in the ruling coalition 
as a partner.
If the PGC insists on keeping the 
SEC with all its shortcomings, I 
as a citizen, will campaign to 
urge all political parties and 
citizens to boycott the elections.

Q: It is suggested that there are 
factions within Islah and that 
the PGC can coordinate with 
the tribal faction. Is it possible 
that you will become a sac­
rificial lamb if they strike a 
bargain?
A: Yemen is a country or rumors. 
Ruling politicians use rumors to 
demoralize or frighten their per­
ceived enemies. What you say is 
a case in point.
Some mistakenly think that they 
could break-up the Islah by pro­
moting such rumors. They say the 
President is in close coordination 
with Sheikh Abdullah Bin 
Hussain Al-Ahmar, the Chairman 
of the Islah Party. They do not 
realize the strong ties and objec­
tives and institutional views 
shared by Islah members.
Let me use an example. In the 
Gulf War, the Islah sided with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussain. 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Hussain Al- 
Ahmar - given his strong ties with 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf coun­
tries - strongly opposed such a 
position and warned against its 
effects. We did not listen, and 
yet, our party did not break, and 
Sheikh Abdullah followed the 
party line.

Q: Is there an armed faction or 
military wing in Islah?
A: We took part in the (1994 
civil) war. I personally came up 
with the slogan ‘Forces of Unity 
and Constitutional Legitimacy’. 
At the time, our volunteers were 
armed by the government. Since 
then, much of the heavy stuff was 
returned. We are not interested in 
violence or a military confronta­
tion, whatever the situation.

Q:Any last word?
A: Some friends and I are trying 
to establish an organization which 
will defend government clerks 
and employees who are vic­
timized because of their political 
affiliation or because they refuse 
to go along with corruption or 
misconduct. We already see Islah 
civil servants being victimized.

والاسكان للبناء العامة المؤسسة
Public Corp. for Bldg. & Housing

Tender
The Public Corporation for Building and Housing announces is desire to 
purchase 1087 Ton of concrete steel for the projects of Aden Stadium and the 
project of Protection for Taiz City and according to the following details:-
1. Concrete steel of grade 60 with tensile strength 4100 kg/cm2. The required 
quantity 300 Ton delivery to the corporation ware house in Taiz city.
2- Concrete steel of grade 40 with tensile strength 2800 kg/cm2. The required 
quantity 300 ton delivery to the corporation warehouse in Aden.
3. The measurements of the iron:

First of sort 60 Second of sort 40

20 mm 410 tons
18 mm 410 tons
16 mm 345 tons
14 mm 345 tons
12 mm 32 tons
8 mm 32 tons

30 ton hard
70 ton hard
60 ton hard
60 ton hard
46 ton hard
34 ton smooth

Total 787 tons 300 tons

The Terms:
1. Prices:-
A- Delivery corporation warehouse in Aden and Taiz including custom fees.
B- Delivery corporation warehouses in Aden and Taiz and the customs fees 
are not included.
2. Payment within 30 days of delivery of the iron at the corporation warehouses
3. Importation of the steel within 30 days from signing the agreement
4. The tenders are introduced in closed envelopes in a date which does not 
exceed 10 o'clock of Saturday morning, 5th October of 1996 and that is the 
date of opening the envelopes as addressed to the following address:-

Chairman of Directors of Board - Public Corp. for Bldg. & Housing
P. O. Box 7022 Al-Mansura, Aden.

Tel. No. (02) 342737 - 342296
The following documents are to be enclosed:-
1- A copy of the Tax Card
2- An L/C estimated at 2% of the Tender Value Valid for 3 months, or a good- 
for-payment cheque
3- A copy from the Commercial Register and a licence of profession.
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Common Sense
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

NETANYAHU: 
A New York Extremist 

Menaces the Middle East
Since the Gulf War of 1990- 
1991, and in keeping with the 
advice of American statesmen 
and foreign policy planners, 
including Dr. Henry Kissinger, 
the United States has been 
working to bring an end to the 
Middle East conflict. The major 
success in this endeavor had been 
to get the Palestine Liberation 
Organization to agree to give up 
its declared intention of anni­
hilating the State of Israel. Thus 
she redressed the injustices which 
the Palestinians have been sub­
jected to.
While many questioned the via­
bility of the settlement reached 
between the PLO and Israel in 
Madrid and Oslo, nevertheless 
even the staunchest Palestinian 
organizations, like Hamas, were 
willing to give the effort a chance 
to achieve some results. The 
“home rule”, or autonomous 
authority, is not what may be 
considered a “national sov­
ereignty” as Israel still maintains 
control of the air the Palestinians 
breathe in their “liberated zones”. 
At least the new situation freed 
these areas from the martial 
presence of the Israeli military 
security apparatus in every street 
corner of the West Bank/Gaza 
areas which were handed over to 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and his 
erstwhile liberation army.
There is no doubt that the 
American understanding of the 
overall concept of how peace in 
the area can be reached did not 
collide with the Arab feeling on 
the overall objectives of a 
peaceful settlement, although the 
latter admit that concessions pri­
marily made had to be borne by

them. There is also no doubt that 
American assurances or “guar­
antees”, as Arafat likes to refer to 
them, from time to time, were 
stimulant enough to seek an alter­
native to endless warfare, for 
which a decisive outcome could 
never be achieved by any of the 
belligerents.
Prior to February 1996, when 
progress in completing the peace 
process stopped - first because of 
the Israeli elections, then the 
victory of ‘Bi Bi' Benyamin 
Netanyahu, and then due to the 
advent of the US presidential 
elections - considerable improve­
ments were noticed in the Israeli 
public attitude towards their Pal­
estinian neighbours and the Arab 
States. If Israeli stalling may 
have been reluctantly explainable 
prior to the Likud victory, at least 
in the implementation of already 
agreed upon issues - like Hebron, 
the economic siege, etc. - the 
extreme position of the Netan­
yahu government has certainly 
worked towards even reducing, if 
not canceling the progress that 
was made by the previous Israeli 
governments.
Moreover, there is a deliberate 
insistence by Netanyahu to 
proceed as though the past agree­
ments are unbinding to him since 
Likud was not a party to them. 
Thus, he demands a fresh start!
Not only that, but Netanyahu and 
his gun-ho team have different 
plans and programs that seek to 
quench the thirst of Israeli expan­
sionists that see the West Bank as 
Samura and Judea - an integral 
part of the “Promised Land”.
The opening of the tunnel, with 
its threatening proximity to Al­

Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem is a 
symbolic assurance that Israel’s 
“new” government is not only in 
contempt of the peace process. 
Moreover, it is willing to ignite 
emotional sentiments throughout 
the Muslim World, where many 
still remain suspicious of Israeli 
intentions anyway. not­
withstanding the limited progress 
achieved in the peace process.
One would not be exaggerating 
in concluding that the Netanyahu 
government has clearly revealed 
that Israel will continue to 
behave as an occupier of territory 
which it has agreed to turn over 
to the Palestinians. Even worse, it 
is trying to re-instate its full 
authority over the areas already 
under the jurisdiction of Pal­
estinian Authority.
The Netanyahu government is 
convinced it can get away with 
such policies by creating the 
appropriate atmosphere that 
would justify its concerns over 
“security” for Israel. It is pushing 
the Palestinians hard and far 
enough to solicit a violent 
response and then tell the world 
that they are ready to shoot at 
Israelis with the “arms we gave 
them” as Netanyahu tried to dra­
matize in lais press conference of 
27 September.
Mr. Netanyahu and his col­
leagues are bad news to the 
region. He regards religious sen­
timent as the sole privilege of 
Zionist dogmatists - forgetting 
that the followers of other relig­
ions are of more significant spir­
itual attachment to the same 
lands!

Thus Netanyahu regards the 
Palestinian reaction to the reju­
venation of the tunnel “issue" 
as a security matter: an issue of 
“terrorism and civil dis­
obedience”. Ironically, the 
reaction itself had been 
intended to be a peaceful show 
of protest. In fact, the Pal­
estinian police worked hard to 
maintain the peaceful nature of 
the protests, as verified by the 
participation of senior Pal­
estinian officials, such as Dr. 
Hanan Ashrawy (who is a 
Christian), Faisal Al-Husseiny. 
and others who are not of any 
military or violent leanings. 
The Israeli police and army 
went' into the Palestinian 
Authority Zones and intim­
idated the protesters and even 
the Palestinian Police by 
shooting at them.
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
often speaks of values. But it is 
clear that the Israeli Prime 
Minister, in the wake of the 
bloodshed he instigated by 
approving the opening of the 
tunnel in East Jerusalem and 
by ordering his troops to shoot 
point-blank at unarmed people, 
outside his authority, speaks 
with a forked militant tongue. 
The United States is perhaps in 
a precarious position. For sure, 
Mr. Netanyahu is adamant that 
US intentions should never 
compromise with Zionist 
ambitions. In fact, Mr. Netan­
yahu is convinced that US 
policy must conform to such 
dogmatic contention. To drive his 
point, he has publicly claimed 
that he has the appropriate insti­
tutions in the US that will uphold 
Israeli interests, as he views 
them.
One concludes that Bi Bi is 
trying as quickly as possible to 
create new realities that will be 
difficult for the post-election 
American administration to 
change. To interact with Mr. 
Clinton and his misgivings about 
all of this, the “Jewish vote” 
serves as a carrot and stick.

“COMMENTARY THAT IS 
NOT FIT TO PRINT”
The inescapable circumstances 
which surrounded the recent 
flare-up of violence in the West 
Bank and Gaza were brought to 
the American public, though with 
considerable effort at finding 
excuses for Israeli over- indul­
gence in spilling Palestinian 
blood. It was impossible to find 
an article which pointed out that 
the Palestinian Police first 
engaged in firing against the 
Israelis, after Israeli soldiers had 
shot an unarmed 14 year old Pal­
estinian boy dead in Ramallah.
The New York Times, which 
carried the slogan, “All The 
News That Is Fit To Print”, espe­
cially fell to new lows. I want to 
refer here to commentary by A. 
M. Rosenthal confusingly titled: 
Suicide of the West on 27-9-96. 
At that time, I frankly could not 
believe I was reading the New 
York Times.
What was the guy trying to say: 
“If the shooting war between 
Arab and Jew (note that he 
avoids using Palestinian and 
Israeli) on the West Bank 
spreads, the responsibility will in 
substantial part belong to for­
eigners whose governments, pol­
iticians and journalists immedi­
ately found the Israelis guilty,” 
Now get ready for some twisted 
logic a la Netanyahu: “The con­
demnations of Israel and support 
for Palestinian gunfighters 
upholds the rights of any group 
with a grievance to kill civilians, 
police and soldiers of a govern­
ment that offends them by its 
action, or existence.” Bear in 
mind that in the recent West 
Bank and Gaza disturbances, the 
only dead civilians are Pal­
estinians! In any case, Mr. 
Rosenthal regards this as “pre­
cisely the doctrine of terrorism, 
which perverts the right of 
protest to the right to murder - 
from Oklahoma City to Pan Am 
103 to Ramallah.” As if all the 

three are one and the same!
Now to come closer to the issue 
at hand: “If the United States 
warns Israel against creating 
“new issues” by opening another 
gate, the various American 
militia have the right to use guns 
if Washington orders pro­
vocative new taxes or regu­
lations!”
“If Palestinians have the right to 
kill soldiers and police because 
of a second exit in a pedestrian 
tunnel, the Muslims of Mar­
seilles have the right to take up 
arms against discrimination they 
suffer in France.”
The whole article is full of 
rubbish, unthinkable distortions, 
twisting of the facts, and an 
attempt to picture the whole 
recent tragedy as Palestinian ter­
rorism - because, as the author 
puts it “Israel is practicing its 
legal right to open a tunnel in its 
own capital, “which Israel retook 
in 1967”!! Now can somebody 
explain how Israel can “retake” 
something it never had?
Readers who have a clearer view 
of the Middle Eastern problem 
and a more objective assessment 
are bound to ask: Has “fit to 
print” meant that Israel is always 
right even in the killing of 

unarmed civilians?
“It was not a gate that broke the 
peace, not Israel, but the terrorist 
philosophy that grievance, even 
about a gate, justifies killing.” 
That is Rosenthals last paragraph, 
which ends “this deadly phi­
losophy emerges stronger, 
accepted now among its likely, 
next victims,” Thus the entire 
civilized world’s condemnations 
of Israel for the “tunnel” issue 
has earmarked the “condemners” 
for terrorism.
Just to reassure any unconvinced 
reader, Mr. Roseuthal had the 
audacity to hang a peace sign on 
Netanyahu's chest: “Netanyahu 
had been preparing to reach an 
agreement on Hebron (Nobody 
knows why he had to prepare for 
such an agreement, since his pre­
decessors had saved him the 
trouble!) and to let foreign Arabs 
put their money into Palestinian 
enterprises”. The proof: “Arafat’s 
aides were told so; he knew it.” 
By the way, many Yemeni and 
Arab hotels and businesses are 
giving the New York Times a lot 
of new business. Shouldn’t we 
reconsider, given the rubbish this 
paper is increasingly printing?

SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
 BOX 2002, SANAA, YEMEN

PHONE 234-437 FAX 234-438

Educating the community's children for 25 years!

A HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION IS WAITING FOR YOUR 
CHILD AT SANAA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

MAIN CAMPUS
•Beautiful purpose-built facilities on a spacious 34 

acre site on the edge of town
•Accommodates over 250 students, 5 years of age 

through secondary school
•Graduates attend American, Canadian, and Middle 

Eastern universities
•Special offerings (British IGCSE exams, Dutch 

studies, music, art, drama, & sports) 
•Personalized education/small class sizes 

•Computer instruction for all ages

CITY CAMPUS
•Attractive premises near the French' Embassy
•Computer use and instruction begins with the 

youngest children
•Curriculum designed for English speaking children, 

ages 3, 4, & 5 years
•British professional teacher assisted by 

paraprofessionals 
•Enrollment limited to 20 children

Canadian Occidental 
Petroleum Yemen

Vacancy 
English Language Instructor

ONLY YEMENIS CAN APPLY FOR THIS JOB

Duties
•Teach Technical and General English following a broadly communicative 

approach.
• Use effectively a range of audio-visual aids including video and computers.
• Monitor and evaluate trainees' progress devising and administering regular 

oral and written tests.
• Collate date from oral and written tests, attendance and work records.
• Work closely with Technical Instructor colleagues.
• Make contributions to curriculum development.

Qualifications and experience
Should have:
• An internationally recognized TEFL/TESt teaching qualification such as the 

RSA Cert TEFLA or equivalent.

■ RSA or Trinity College Diploma TEFL or equivalent.

• 5 years TEFL experience. Oil industry experience desirable.

• Near native-speaker English proficiency.

Location
Initially at the CPF Masila, Hadhramaut. The instructor may be called upon to 
teach at other company locations in Sana'a and the terminal.

If you think you fit the job description, 
please send your full CV to the following address:

Canadian Occidental Petroleum Yemen
P. O. Box 15137 

Fax 269869 
Sana'a, Republic of Yemen 

Attn: Assistant Manager of Human Resources

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY

VACANCY
YHOC has an opening for qualified individual in the 
following position:

Materials Control:
Candidate should have the following qualifications:
A. Bachelor degree in Computer Science or related degree.
B. Good oral and written communications skills in English and 

Arabic.
C. Technical training and 5+ years experience in computer 

programming.
D. Ability to perform all phases of analysis / design for a 

project life cycle.
E. A well established level of business knowledge (oil & gas)

All candidates must be YEMEN NATIONALS

If you meet the above requirements, please forward your 
resume and a photograph to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY 
Attn: Personnel Department

P. O. Box 481, Sana'a 
Republic of Yemen
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A Yemeni-Dutch Workshop Shapens the Focus

WATER: In Search of Solutions
By: Ismail Al-Ghabry, 
Sana’a Bureau Chief, 
Yemen Times.

A seminar was organized by the 
National Water and Sanitation 
Authority and the Dutch TNO 
Institute of Applied Geoscience 
in Sana’a during 1-3 October. 
The three-day workshop was 
attended by many local and 
foreign individuals and bodies 
interested in the water situation.

In his opening address, the Prime 
Minister, Mr Abdulaziz Abdul- 
ghani, said, "Scarcity of water in 
our country represents a great 
and complex challenge." He indi­
cated that his government is 
giving the matter highest priority 
and that it assures all parties of 
its cooperation and support in 
finding a solution to this crisis.
The Republic of Yemen relies 
totally on ground water. "Ground 
water is a treasure that must be 
protected by striking a balance

between its consumption and 
replenishment," the Prime 
Minister added. Mr Abdulghani 
also said, "this is a great respon­
sibility that requires hard and 
continuous effort from us all to 
enhance public awareness on the 
importance of sensible water con­
sumption habits."

The TNO Institute started 
studying ground waler resources 
in Yemen 16 years ago. The first 
phases of the "Sources for Sana'a 
Water" project began in 1987. 
During that phase which lasted

from August 1987 until August 
1989, an inventory was made of 
all possible alternative sources of 
water.

"Yemen ranks high among the 
group of countries with the 
highest birthrates in the world. 
Yemen has an annual birthrate of 
3.8%. That means its population 
will double in less than 19 years. 
This also means that future gen­
erations will have half the water 
resources available now," said a 
representative of the Dutch 
embassy in Sana'a.
In a report submitted by TNO, 
six scenarios are compared in the 
development of consumption and 
sources of. water supply in 
Sana'a. These are:

1. Scenario One:
Continuation of present trends in 
which 60% of the population are 
served by the public supply

systems. The productivity of 
existing sources will drop from 
24 Mm3 in the year 2000 to 12 
Mm3 in 2025. Nine new 
"shallow" fields must be devel­
oped south of the great sand.

2. Scenario Two:
Existing, confirmed and shallow 
ground water will be developed. 
The following additional 
resources will become opera­
tional: Sana'a south in 2000, 
Sabeen Park in 2005, East of 
Shibam in 2010 and new 
"shallow" wells in 2020.

3. Scenario Three:
Existing ground water and 
surface water will be developed. 
The following additional sources 
will become operational: desal­
ination of baseflow of upper 
Wadi Surdud in 2010 and desal­
ination of Red Sea water in 2015.

4. Scenario Four
Confirmed and middle deep 
ground waters will be developed. 
Around 95% of the population 
will be served by a public supply 
system. The demand will rise 
from 24 Mm3 in 2000 to 102 
Mm3 in 2025. To meet this 
growing water requirements, the 
following additional sources will 
be operational: Sabeen Park in 
2005, East of Shibam in 2015, 
Wellfed in Arhab in 2015, and 
the middle deep ground water in 
2010.

5. Scenario Five:
Confirmed ground water and 
surface water will be developed. 
Around 95% of the population 
will be served by public supply 
system, and demand will rise

from 24 Mm3 in 2000 to 102 
Mm3 in 2025. The following 
additional resources will become 
operational: Sabeen Park in 2005, 
East of Shibam in 2005, Arhab in 
2005, diversion of water from 
Wadi al-Kharid (2010); Upper 
Wadi Surdud(2010); Marib res­
ervoir (2015), and desalination of 
Red Sea water in 2020 and 2025.

6. Scenario Six:
Existing ground water and 
surface water will be developed. 
Around 95% of the population 
will be served by public supply 
system. Demand will rise from 
24 Mm3 in 2000 to 102 Mm3 in 
2025. The following additional 
resources will be operational: 
diversion of water from Wadi Al- 
Kharid in 2005, Upper Wadi 
Surdud in 2005 and desalination 
of Red Sea water in 2010, 2015, 
2020 and 2025 .

The report concludes that even a 
moderate population growth and 
and a low water consumption per 
capita will drive the water 
requirements of the National 
Water and Sanitation Authority 
up from 18 Mm3/year serving 
50% of the population in 1995 to 
102 Mm3/year serving 95% of 
the population in 2025.
The report demanded urgent 
measures to be taken in order to 
address this pending crisis.

In the final session of the 
workshop, the participants rec­
ommended the following 
measures:
1- Announcing the 22nd of May 
each year as National Water Day 
by raising public awareness and 
participation in the process of 
water conservation .
2- The seminar stressed the grave 
state of the Sana'a water basin. 
This water reserve is threatened 
by gross depletion. The six sce­
narios advocated by TNO Insti­
tute are not easy choices to 
implement.
3- Supporting the National Water 
and Sanitation Authority in 
implementing the various water 
projects. Also supporting the 
Water Resources Corporation in 
applying and implementing the 
related laws and procedures 
against all misusers of water 
resources.
4- Encouraging the projects of 
artificial replenishment of ground 
water resources and conducting 
the necessary studies.
5- Urging the government repre­
sented by the Ministry of Agri­
culture and other related bodies 
to introduce modern irrigation 
methods and adopt various pro­
cedures to reduce water evapora­
tion from ground water reservoirs 
6- Establishing an information

and research center concerned 
with water issues. This centre 
will cooperate with universities 
and other research centres .
7- Optimal usage of treated waste 
waler in agriculture with the nec­
essary environmental guidelines 
and precautions.
8- Completing the Sana'a sewer 
grid to prevent ground water pol­
lution by septic tanks .
9- Enlarging the role of the Water 
Resources Corporation in con­
trolling and managing water 
resources and stopping their dan­
gerous depletion by haphazard 
well drilling, etc .
10- Reducing the population 
growth in Sana'a by providing 
incentives for rural resettlement.
11- Completing the rain waler 
grid to help channel and reuse 
this water.
12- Removing the garbage tip in

Al-Azrakain which does not 
conform to any public health 
rules. This tip pollutes the 
Eastern Wells field and its area 
must never be used for such 
purposes.
13- Granting a major role to 
administrators and specialists. 
The water related decisions must 
not be influenced by any social 
considerations.
14- The cooperation between 
related bodies and the National 
Water and Sanitation Authority 
and the Ministry of Construction, 
Housing and Urban Planning is 
to pul the appropriate specifica­
tions for septic tanks so as to 
prevent pollution.
15- Introducing sanitary fixtures 
to houses with low water con­
sumption as an important factor 
in conserving water.
16- Imposing strict rules in mon­
itering factories and industrial 
waste disposal, especially those 
producing poisonous chemicals. 
Also imposing similar rules on 
car-wash stations and power 
stations .
17- Prohibiting well drilling for 
any purposes in the protected 
area of the Sana'a basin which 
covers a circle with a minimum

diameter of 40 km. This should 
be the case until further legisla­
tions are introduced .
18-Spreading public awareness 
through the media, schools, 
public seminars, mosques, etc. to 
create a general public opinion 
that supports water legislation.

One of the major uses of under­
ground water is agriculture. By 
agriculture, it means qat growing. 
The depletion of underground 
water by qat growing is adding 
insult to injury. There must be 
ways to control the over­
indulgence of qat farmers in 
depleting precious underground 
water reservoirs.
Dr. Mohammed Al-Saeedi, 
Chairman of the National Water 
and Sanitation Authority has 
made it abundantly clear. “It is a 
question of accepting that there is

a crisis on our hands and that we 
have the will and vision to 
address it. Unless this can 
happen, I am sorry to say that the 
water supply situation of the 
country in general, and of Sana’a 
in particular, will be beyond 
remedy.”
One of the solutions proposed in 
conjunction with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water Resources 
involves harnessing rain water. 
“Building small dams and water 
diversion systems is crucial. It is 
one of many dimensions to the 
solution,” he added.
Foreign aid partners - notably the 
Germans and Dutch, have been 
hammering away on the urgency 
of the situation. They have repeat­
edly said that a clear policy is 
needed. Towards that end, a 
Supreme Water Council has been 
established, under the chair­
manship of the Prime Minister. 
But beyond, the institutional 
facade, little has been done.
The main culprit is the drilling of 
water wells at whim. It is esti­
mated that there are more than 
6,000 private water wells in the 
Sana’a basin alone. This needs to 
be regulated. We must bring 
some control on this hole digging.
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“People who snore are victims who need help and sympathy.”
“Doctor... Doctor... I am suf­
focating !”
Many people and a few doctors 
do not have clear ideas about the 
rhonchi (snoring) problem and its 
causes. Doctors and E.N.T. spe­
cialists often exchange funny and 
sometimes sad stories about 
patients becoming very embar­
rassed when asked by their 
doctor whether they snore or not. 
I remember once a doctor col­
league of mine who came to me 
complaining of contractions in 
his throat muscles. He became 
very embarrassed as if trying to 
hide a very shameful secret when 
I asked him if he snored during 
his sleep.
I noticed all the tell-tale signs of 
snoring from his neck and its 
size. I will explain the possible 
causes and suggest appropriate 
cures for this problem.

Snoring is a real illness that does 
not get its due attention in 
medical textbooks. Rhonchi or 
snoring is a case of chronic suf­
focation and its accompanying 
noise is a cry for help. A snoring 
person expends great efforts just 
in order to breathe.
For snoring to happen, air must 
pass through the nose and mouth 
simultaneously (you can try this 
for yourself). The ensuing noises 
is caused by the-vibration of a 
small flesh appendage called the 
uvula.
In order to know what happens 
exactly, it is necessary to provide 
some anatomical information 
about the region where snoring 
occurs.
The organs responsible are the 
nose, mouth, tongue, soft palate 
and palatine tonsils.
The nose consists of two cavities 
separated in the middle by a par­
tition. They extend sideways and 
upwards along with the sinus 
cavities. Each cavity opens at the 
front into the nasal opening and 
is connected to the mouth at the 
back. At the back wall of the 
nasal cavity lie small and fragile 
bones called the turbinate which 

are covered with mucus and have 
a web of blood vessels. These 
vessels become swollen in the 
event of flu, dental problems or 
inflammations which lead to 
enlarging the turbinates and con­
gesting the nose.
The two nasal cavities are separ­
ated from the mouth by a parti­
tion called the palate. The palate 
consists of two distinct parts: a 
hard and bony front part called 
the soft palate and a soft and 
muscular back part called the soft 
palate. The mouth is bounded at 
the back by the posterior wall of 
the pharynx and by the mandible 
bone (lower jaw) from below.
The tongue is a large moving 
organ. Sometimes it is so large as 
to expose a person to the danger 
of suffocation. The reason for 
this is that it can fall backwards 
and block the air passage during 
normal deep sleep. In a snoring 
person, the vibrating soft palate 
forms an obstruction during inha­
lation. This leads to severe con­
tractions in the breathing muscles 
which can pull the base of the 
tongue backwards and block to, 
varying degrees, the throat’s 
entrance.
The mouth is bounded at the 
sides by the two cheeks and at 
the back by the two tonsils. Each 
tonsil is almond shaped with a 
sponge-like appearance and is 
covered with mucus. The tonsils 
are bounded within the lower and 
side regions of the soft palate.
In front of and behind the tonsils, 
the palato-glossal and palato­
pharynxal arches branch out. The 
size of the tonsils varies from one 
person to another. Large tonsils 
narrow the throat and restrict air 
flow.
In general, the mouth consists of 
two parts: a front part bounded 
by the hard palate from above 
and the tongue from below, plus 
a back part that opens into the 
two nasal cavities from above 
and into the esophagus and the 
throat from below.
The larynx is a hollow cartilage 
tube that lies in front of the 

esophagus. It contains the vocal 
cords that produce sound when 
vibrating under the influence of 
expiration. This sound becomes 
speech through the coordinated 
movements of the mouth, soft 
palate and lips. At the top of the 
throat lies the epiglottis which is 
a cartilage plate that protrudes 
behind the base of the tongue.
During the process of swallowing 
the tongue swings backwards 
and, with the help of the epi­
glottis, temporarily closes the 
throat.
This process allows the food to 
pass through the esophagus with­
out going into the air passages. 
At the same time the soft palate 
contracts and rises to envelope 
the back part of the two nasal 
cavities so as to prevent food 
from entering the nose. Any 
defect in the palate could lead to 
partial closing of the two nasal 
cavities. According to the extent 
of the defect, food and air can go 
through the nose. The sound will 
be as if the person is talking 
through the nose.
Shoring occurs during inhalation. 
The air current entering the nose 
moves the soft palate away from 
the back wall of the throat during 
inhalation. During expiration, the 
air raises the soft palate until it 
sticks to the back wall of the 
throat.

CAUSES OF SNORING:
1- The existence of a very long 
palate wall pivoting on the back 
wall of the throat.
This affects, in one way or 
another, the soft palate muscles 
and the fat and mucus tissue. 
Then it leads to an increase in 
the thickness of the uvula and the 
width of the turbinates. Obesity 
and old age have strong associa­
tions with snoring by enlarging 
the soft palate. However, a large 
soft palate before the age of forty 
indicates a congenital defect.
2- The existence of a long soft 
palate pivoting on the back wall 
of the throat which vibrates with 
inhaled air.

If the patient sleeps face down, 
the soft palate descends towards 
the front and does not touch the 
back or side walls of the throat. 
Hence, the air passage behind the 
soft palate becomes wide and 
extends from nose to the larynx.

FACTORS WHICH CAUSE 
SNORING
1- Obesity is one of the most 
important factors. Even moderate 
obesity causes a narrowing of the 
throat diameter. In addition to the 
external size increase due to 
obesity, there is an inward fat­
tening as well. This causes the 
narrowing of the cavities of the 
mouth, neck, and the areas sur­
rounding the upper air passages. 
The muscles, especially those of 
the soft palate, become thicker 
and the tongue larger under the 
effects of fat accumulation.
2- Alcohol causes swelling of the 
mucus membranes of the res­
piratory passages, especially the 
nose and throat due to lowering 
oxygen levels in the blood.
3- Narrowing of the throat 
diameter is caused by enlarge­
ment of the tongue as a symptom 
of Acromegaly disease (enlarge­
ment of extremities, e.g. facial 
bones and ends of hands and 
legs). This disease is caused by 
the excessive activity of the 
pituitary gland.
5- An underdeveloped mandible 
bone can cause a narrowing of 
the throat leading to nocturnal 
respiratory blockage.
6- Pickwick disease, a sufferer of 
which is usually fat with a short 
neck and a small mandible.

SYMPTOMS & SECONDARY 
EFFECTS OF SNORING
1- Lack of oxygen supplied to 
the brain, for whatever reason, 
causes morning dizziness. The 
dizziness happens after a few 
hours of semi-suffocation during 
the night. A patient suffering 
from loss of balance with no 
apparent reason seldom thinks 
about snoring as a likely effect 
and never consults E.N.T. spe­

cialists.
2- Rise in arterial blood pressure 
(cardiovascular crisis): Heart 
disease sufferers often complain 
of snoring as they repeatedly get 
nightly suffocation. Lack of 
oxygen in the blood causes dif­
ficulty of breathing.
3- Psychological disturbances: 
Lack of sleep and reduction of 
oxygen levels in the blood affect 
the patient's psychological well­
being. In addition, the patient is 
constantly upbraided by people 
around him/her without appre­
ciating that he/she is suffocating. 
This affects the patient's 
behavior and leads to various 
psychological disturbances 
according to the patient’s per­
sonality, age and psychological 
status. Some of these dis­
turbances are anxiety, aggression 
or withdrawal.

SNORING IN CHILDREN:
Parents become extremely con­
cerned when their children start 
snoring and quickly take them to 
see an ENT specialist.
It is important to state that 
snoring in children is not caused 
by a very long soft palate like in 
adults. The causes are usually 
either flu, sinsitis or turning of 
the septum. More often, it is 
cause by enlargement of the pha­
lyngeal tonsils (adenoids). These 
close the space behind the nose, 
partially or completely. Some­
times the cause is the presence of 
large tonsils almost touching in 
the middle.
This permanent obstruction 
hinders inhalation and exhalation 
and the sound produced differs 
completely from the vibrational 
nose soft palate.
Snoring in children aged 2-3 
years can take the form of 
chronic nocturnal suffocation. 
This leads to weakening the 
muscles and delaying weight and 
height gain. These children start 
walking late and do not perform 
the activities associated with their 
age. This is a rare form of 
snoring, but in other forms the 

children get better quickly after 
removing the obstruction causing 
snoring.
The extent of the widespread of 
snoring among Yemeni adults 
must be ascertained. Doctors and 
the Ministry of Health must 
acknowledge this problem and its 
side-effects with due care and 
attention. Patients can be helped 
by raising the awareness of their 
family members because snoring 
does not disturb the patient alone, 
but also those around him/her.
Snoring is a real problem asso­
ciated with breathing difficulties 
and chronic suffocation. It is not 
a subject of fun or ridicule as 
some people may think.
Respiratory muscles stop invol­
untarily to rest for 10-20 seconds 
so as to gain their strength. This 
reflects the great efforts expended 
by these muscles. It also reflects 
the increasing suffocation at the 
end of each rest period which 
happens in the form excitation. 
This problem happens several 
times during the night and the 
patient seems as if awake but in 
truth is unconscious and has no 
memory of what happened. This 
is especially the case in old 
people where suffocation is 
severe to the extent that it leads to 
a sudden and strong contraction. 
The person usually wakes up with 
a feeling of spasm and suffoca­
tion and starts coughing. The fear 
of asphyxia and sudden death 
becomes their greatest worry 
every night.
In addition to age, weight has a 
direct association with snoring. 
Obesity causes snoring as well as 
cardio-vascular diseases.
It must be remembered also that 
snoring has many social reper­
cussions. Many espouses become 
estranged because they cannot put 
up with the nightly snoring of 
their partner. Workers suffering 
from snoring are sometimes dis­
missed for feeling drowsy and for 
being unable to work. Car acci­
dents often happen due to lack of 
sleep caused by snoring. There­
fore, snoring is a social problem 
that has to be dealt with. People 
suffering from snoring are 
victims that have to be helped.

By: Dr. Fareed M. Saeed, 
ENT Specialist - Sanaa.
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Germans Rejoice on National Day 
And With Good Reason !

“Radiant in the glow of German and European culture” 
The Weimar: Blossoming out Six Years after Reunification

For decades, up until Germany’s reunification on October 3, 1990, 
to speak of “the heart of Germany” was to allude to a fringe region 
on the other side of the “Iron Curtain” dividing the whole of Europe. 
The East-West border also cut off the travel routes to centers of 
European culture. Since the division ended six years ago, veritable 
droves of people have visited Weimar - in the heart of Germany.

Three years ago, the European Union’s (EU) Council of Ministers 
named Weimar the “1999 European city of Culture”. In the same 
year, the city will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the birth of 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe and preparations for the event are in 
full swing. The organization is the hands of a company jointly spon­
sored by the city, the federal state of Thuringia and the Federal Gov­
ernment in Bonn. Thuringia alone is investing some 400 million DM 
in infrastructure projects such as the transport system and roadways. 
Additional funds are being raised by a group of private sponsors 
founded in 1995. International celebrities are helping to work out the 
1999 official program of events. They include the former French 
Cultural Affairs Minister Jack Lang, the Spanish writer Jorge 
Semprun and his Polish contemporary Andrzej Szczypioriski, with 
Thuringia’s state premier Bernhard Vogel in the chair.

German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, speaking with Germany’s 
reunification in mind said the European Union’s choice of Weimar 
was a tribute to German cultural life as a whole. “Weimar clas­
sicism” around the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries - to mention 
only the “princes among writers”, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 
Friedrich von Schiller, Christoph Martin Wieland and Johann Gott­
fried Herder - turned the city into a center of both German and 
European intellectual life. Great thinkers who felt drawn to Weimar 
later included the philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche or musicians such 
as the great Johann Sebastian Bach or Franz Liszt. It was in Weimar 
in 1919 that Walter Gropius founded the “Bauhaus”, an epoch- 
making center of learning in architecture and art history and a trail­
blazing example for the entire world of “functional” design and 
modern living. Today, Weimar is the home of a “College of Archi­
tecture and Building”, which is playing an active part in preparations 
for 1999, contributing proposals for municipal planning projects.

It’s a common prejudice that intellect and power find it more dif­
ficult to coexist in Germany than elsewhere. Weimar is ideal proof 
that the Opposite is true. “Staatsrat” (Councilor of State) Goethe 
headed the Saxony-Weimar government under Duke Karl-August. 
Germany’s first democracy was founded here in 1919 - the “Weimar 
Republic”. In 1993, the “Deutsche Nationalstiftung” (German 
National Foundation) was founded, with its seat in Weimar - an 
event in which a leading part was played by the former German 
chancellor, Helmut Schmidt. Its declared aim is “to influence the 
character of our nation and the values on which it is oriented, both 
internally and externally”. It has worked out concepts according to 
which the western and eastern federal states can continue to grow 
together in the future. Since 1993, “Weimar speeches on Germany” 
have become an established institution in the city’s political culture,

with political stalwarts from abroad offering “orientation during a 
period of change”. Last year’s speakers have included, for example, 
Sir Ralf Dahrendorf from England, Pavel Kohout of the Czech 
Republic and Alfred Grosser from France.

Weimar is truthfully described as a glittering pearl on a close-knit 
string of eastern German cultural jewels. A few kilometers away lies 
Jena, at whose university lectures were once delivered by the phi­
losopher George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. An hour’s drive further on 
is Dresden, Saxonian residential city of the nobility and host to the 
world-famous art gallery (Tizian). Six years after German reun­
ification, Weimar is once again radiant in the glow of German and 
European cultural life.

Dr. Helga von Stratzwitz, Ambassador of FDR in Sanaa

“We’re all in the same boat”
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on Europe and German Unity

Europe needs a strong Germany as a motor. With the reunification of 
Germany six years ago and the return of the countries of middle, 
eastern and south-eastern Europe to a family of nations, our continent 
today faces new challenges. But at the same time, we are offered 
opportunities and prospects we would not even have dared to dream 
of just a few years ago. Nevertheless, we must still remain vigilant. 
We have been forced to realize that, even with the end of the East- 
West conflict, hopes of lasting peace in the world have not been ful­
filled. I need mention only the bloodshed in the former Yugoslavia.

The Germans would fail in their duty to history were they to lean 
back contentedly after achieving German unity. Konrad Adenauer’s 
statement that German unity and European unification are two sides 
of one coin is still valid. For this reason, and together with our friends 
and partners, we must render the unification of Europe irreversible. 
For Germans and for all Europeans, it is a veritable question of 
destiny. We are now being made to realize that we are all sitting in 
the same boat.

The great challenges we face force us to cooperate. They cannot be 
met solely by a nation-State on the part of individual countries. I am 
thinking not only of the fight against unemployment and of securing 
Europe’s standing as an economic center in the face of rising inter­
national competition, but also of the need to improve protection of 
the environment and to take action against cross-border crime. We 
must act together in all of these spheres. If we do not move forward 
now in matters of European unification, we shall, in the long term, 
jeopardize everything we have built up over many decades.

Often - if ever - historic opportunities do not recur for long periods; 
in fact, this could have been said of German reunification in 1990. 
We have the choice either of unifying Europe now or waiting. But 
no-one can say if the opportunity will ever come again. What con­
fronts us is both the completion of the work of European unification 
and the expansion of the European Union. For me, it is an intolerable 
thought that Poland’s western border could remain the EU’s perma­
nent eastern border.

In Germany, a love of the fatherland, love of freedom, patriotism and 
a sense of Europeanism must never again take separate paths. This is 
the conclusion we must draw from history. Identity derives not least 
from knowing and accepting one’s history and origins. Our history 
certainly contains dark and shameful chapters. But it also stands for 
democratic and peaceful traditions, which we are now taking up 
again in united Germany.

The Germans have reason to be proud of their nation, of their con­
tribution to the culture of humanity . . . patriotism is always a jus­
tified expression of being rooted in homeland and origins. Only this 
is the source from which steadfastness and orientation flow, 
particularly in an increasingly confusing world. But the best service 
we can render is to work for freedom and observance of the law. As 
love of freedom and fatherland belong together, so, in the future, 
patriotism and a European spirit must also be mutually comple­
mentary.

All over Europe, a love of the fatherland must be irreversibly linked 
to love of freedom and respect for neighbours’ dignity. In his speech 
marking the 50th anniversary of the end of the war, Francois Mit­
terrand expressed this sentiment in the following words: “Europe we 
are building, but our fatherlands we love. Let us remain true to our­
selves. Let us link the past with the future and this will enable us, in 
peace, to pass on the spirit of this commitment to those who come 
after us.” Let us, in this spirit, build a European order of peace so that 
we are able to continue in the 21st century living together in security 
and freedom on our own continent.

The GTZ: An Important Development Link 
between Yemen and Germany

Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Tech­
nische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) 
is the technical arm of German 
assistance to the world. The 
financial aspect of German aid 
is handled by the KFW.
GTZ has projects in 120 devel­
oping countries. It has office 
representation in 80 countries.
Dr. Hans-Henning Sawitzki, 
Head of the GTZ-PAS in 
Yemen, is the person in charge 
of supervising the dispensation 
of the DM 15 million annually 
in projects in the country. He 
joined GTZ a few years after 
its establishment in 1974. He 
had worked in Afghanistan, 
Botswana, Indonesia, Nepal 
and South Africa before 
coming to Yemen in 1993.
His degree is in Economics and 
Social Development from the 
University of Cologne, plus a 
one year study at the Sorbonne.

Q: What is the general phi­
losophy of GTZ?
A: Development is a continuous 
and changing process. GTZ 
studies the circumstances of the 
region in which it works and 
adopts its policies to them.
GTZ is a privately organized

institution wholly owned by the 
German government. This 
format gives us relative inde­
pendence. GTZ is involved in 
planning and implementing 
projects as closely as possible 
with the authorities of the recip­
ient country.

Q: We understand GTZ is 
undergoing major structural 
change?
A: That is right. Since last year, 
enormous changes are taking 
place in our headquarters in 
Frankfurt. These changes are

being done in order for us to 
make GTZ more flexible and to 
involve our partners more. This 
re-structuring will also lead to 
more decentralization.
In Yemen, the GTZ structure also 
underwent some changes. I have 
become its director and head of 
all German team leaders. These 
team leaders now enjoy higher 
responsibilities because there is 
more delegation of authority.

Q: Could you tell us a little 
about GTZ projects in Yemen?
A: In line with the German and 
Yemeni governments’ policies, 
especially, we have for six years 
concentrated on specific sectors. 
We mainly deal with vocational 
training, public health develop­
ment and water projects. We also 
deal with few other projects in 
agriculture and education, but our 
priority sectors are the three I 
mentioned.

Q: How many people do you 
have working in Yemen?
A: Around 20 expatriates, and 16 
Yemenis under local contract.

Q: What is your annual budget?
A: The annual budget for tech­

nical assistance is around DM 15 
million. This is for GTZ alone. 
The KFW, which deals with 
financial assistance, has a budget 
of DM 25-30 million for Yemen.

Q: How effective is your 
program and are planning to 
work through NGOs?
A: It is not easy to answer such a 
question. We have a very high 
degree of efficiency because, 
partly, we have a bilateral not a 
multilateral co-operation.
Projects usually take 3-4 years to 
implement. About 20% of the 
project is completed in the first 
stage including finance. We do 
not have any real backlog in 
implementing our programs.
We have done limited studies on 
NGOs in Yemen in order to co­
operate with them. We can only 
cooperate with NGO’s that are 
independent of government influ­
ence or private personal interests. 
Therefore, we are still in the 
early process in Yemen.

Q: Any final comments?
A: I find Yemeni government 
policy in peaceful resolution of 
problems and in democratization 
helpful in justifying our aid.
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TOURISM GETS A SERIOUS PROMOTION
1997: The Year for Tourism: 
The First National Tourism 
Conference
The General Tourism Authority 
finally removed the veil and laid 
on an impressive get together for 
all the local big wigs in tourism 
in the Republic of Yemen. 
Around 200 attended the confer­
ence held on the 15th and 16th of 
September 1996, representing the 
travel agents, tour operators, 
leading restaurateurs in addition 
to the Ministry of culture and the 
GTA. Under the guidance of Mr. 
Abdulaziz Abdulghani, the Prime 
Minister, whose absence brought 
Mr. Abdul-Wahab Al-Anisy, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, gave a 
welcome statement along with the 
Vice Minister of Culture and 
Tourism, Dr. Ahmed Salim al- 
Qady. The Chairman of GTA 
and Chairman of the Conference 
Mr. Abdul-Wahab Al-Sharjaby, 
and a representative of the private 
sector, Mr. Ali Zeid Abu 
Munassar, Deputy Chairman of 
the (established earlier this 
month) were also present.
The Deputy Minister, discarding 
a prepared statement, underscored 
the cultural impact of tourism, 
stating that “tourism should not 
be viewed in terms of hard 
currency or balance of 
payments.” He also offered as his 
“personal opinion” that tourism in 
ROY should be introduced in 
stages: local (national) tourism, 
Arab tourism and then inter­
national tourism. He also sug­
gested that the cultural impact of 
tourism is two sided, negative and 
positive, and both should be care­
fully assessed.
Mr. Al-Sharjaby pointed out the 
strides achieved by the GTA in 
getting tourism the attention it 
deserves and in coming out with a 
realistic Five-Year Tourism 
Development Plan incorporated 
into the National Five Year Plans 
(1996-2000).
The Deputy Minister of Culture 
also asked for the cooperation 
and input of other government 
ministries and agencies. He 
pointed out that much infra­
structural work is needed to 
upgrade the services to inter­
nationally acceptable standards in 
order to reach the full potential of 
tourism in enhancing the 
economy of Yemen.
The vice Chairman of the IATA 
pointed out that for most of the 
last 20 years, the private sector 
has worked hard to promote 
Yemen. It is now recognized by 
the international tourism market, 
but for tourism to become a 
meaningful economic sector, the 
government must give it a high 
standing in its list of priorities.
The tourism industry’s growth in 
Yemen could be bigger and faster 
but the right government inputs 
must be there. The private sector 
should not be expected to 
shoulder all the effort continu­
ously. In addition, Abu Monster 
reflected his association’s will­
ingness to promote the sector’s 
growth, but the government 
should at least remove all the 
obstacles and value added taxes 
on local manufactures and 
tourism service fees, like accom­
modation, etc.
The government must also spread 
public awareness on the impor­
tance of tourism for the future of 
Yemen and work towards the 
preservation of assets related to 
the sector, like ancient ruins, 
habitats, artifacts and other 
elements of Yemen’s historical 
treasures and culture.
Two presentations then followed, 
summarized as follows:
The First Five Year Plan for 
Tourism Development (1996- 
2000) forecasts some of the fol­
lowing expectations: 
Projects for GTA
1- Development and Organization 
of GTA. YR 257 millions

2- The Tourism and Hotel 
Training Institute YR 179 
millions
3- Tourism Promotion and Mar­
keting Project YR 225 millions 
4- The Tourism Survey (total 
expended since 1991) YR 20 
million.
5- Training and Staff Pre­
qualification YR 125 Millions
6- Hotels, Resorts and Tourism 
Facilities YR 14 millions
7- Government Entity Services 
Project (Infrastructure)
The presentation revealed the 
present situation in the sector and 
the appropriate indications:
1) 201 hotels in 1995 as 
compared to only 111 in 1995 
with a proportional increase in 
number of rooms from 3672 to 
6519 respectively
2) 5645 Yemenis employed in 
tourism sector in 1995 as against 
3386 in 1990. For expatriate staff 
the numbers (are 314 us 527 
respectively.
3) There are 10 museums in the 
country.
Other presentations which were 
made included a presentation on 
tourism policy made by 
Mohammed Mohammed Qaflah. 
The Conference attendees then 
broke up into working groups 
which discussed tourism in ROY 
and the papers and documents of 
the conference.
The Chairman of GTA proposed 
the establishment of a Tourism 
Promotional council which will 
work closely with the private 
sector to aggressively promote 
and advertise Yemen to the 
potential markets which Yemen 
could attract.
The conference then came out 
with a long list of recommenda­
tions (43 suggestions) which 
included requesting the Council 
of Ministers to decree 1997 the 
“Year of Tourism’’ in addition to 
the steps required to make ROY 
achieve its appropriate tourism 
potential.
In the end the Conference sent a 
message to President General Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in which the Pres­
ident was requested to urge all 
government entities to coordinate 
with GTA in providing the 
needed infrastructure for the 
many places that are likely to be 
of interest to tourists coming to 
Yemen. In addition to making the 
government entities facilitate the 
work of the private sector in 
expanding the tourism sector for 
the benefit of the country and for 
enhancing its international rela­
tions.

UNESCO/GTA Seminar: 
“The Frankincense Trail To Be 
Revived!”
The Republic of Yemen was host 
to an important seminar on 
Culture, Tourism and Develop­
ment in the Arab World from the 
17th to the 19th September 1996. 
The seminar was jointly spon­
sored by the General Tourism 
Authority and the Yemeni 
National Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Commission [affili­
ated with the United Nations Edu­
cational Scientific and Cultural 
Commission [UNESCO]. As part 
of the UNESCO World Decade 
for Cultural Development 
Program, based in Paris France, 
studies were carried out by 
experts from countries in the 
Arab World where tourism has 
been shown to have high poten­
tial for economic and cultural 
development. The seven countries 
were the Republic of Yemen, 
Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Syria, 
Tunisia and Morocco. The 
purpose of the conference was to 
review the final reports of the 
studies and explore the possibil­
ities of enhanced regional coop­
eration to see how the respective 
countries could benefit from their 
experiences in tourism. In each 
of these countries, experiences

may be of benefit to others .
The seminar was attended by the 
Deputy Minister of Education, 
Dr. Ahmed Saeed Al-Sa’adyas 
well as Abdulwhab Mansour Al- 
Sharjaby, chairman of GTA Ali 
Muhsin al-A’amir, and the Sec­
retary General of YENESCO. 
From UNESCO in Paris, the Sec­
retary for the world Decade of 
Cultural Development and Ali 
Mohammed Zeid, Assistant of 
Yemen’s representative to 
UNESCO were present, as were 
other officials from the Ministry 
of Culture, the GTA, repre­
sentatives of the leading tour 
operators and travel agencies of 
ROY. The guest lecturers present 
were Mr. Salah Al-Doury 
reviewed the Egyptian case. Dr. 
Jalal Samir Abdul Haq - the 
Syrian case, Dr. Costan Di 
Shonmali - the Palestinian and 
Jordanian Cases (for Ms. Eng 
Lynn Fokhoury, who did not 
arrive until the 18th); Mr. 
Hussien Mohammed Abdulla 
handled the Yemeni Case. The 
GTA Chairman, in his opening of 
the seminar, stressed that Arab 
tourism efforts should be inte­
grated and suggested that an Arab 
Institution should be specifically 
set up to finance tourism projects 
for the entire Arab World.
Mr. Al-Amir, from YENESCO, 
discussed the role of UNESCO in 
assisting Yemen in the educa­
tional and cultural sector, espe­
cially in the area of preservation 
of Yemen’s architectural and his­
torical heritage. Mr. Barre’ of 
UNESCO Paris gave an overview 
of the work done by the experts 
who will make presentations. 
This conference is the climax of a 
six month efforts to begin a 
regional drive towards cultural 
interaction in a field that could be 
of economic importance to the 
respective Arab countries. Mr. 
Barre underscored the point that 
cultural interaction is a successful 
challenge to conflict. The project, 
which was brought to an end to 
this seminar, was a Yemeni - 
Moroccan proposal:
1) assess the relationship between 
culture and tourism and
2) serve as a starting point for 
preservation of cultural heritage. 
He also remarked that UNESCO 
insists that Yemeni Tourism 
should focus on the civilized 
heritage, which needs protection 
and preservation. On the other 
hand Mr. Barre said that this 
heritage maybe commercially 
exploitable. Civilized or Cultural 
Heritage may be regarded as 
capital. With regards to UNESCO 
activities in Yemen, the French 
Secretary of the Cultural Decade 
Program stated that UNESCO is 
working on projects for the pres­
ervation of the old cities of 
Sana’a, Shibam (Hadhramout) 
and Zabid, which hold valuable 
cultural records that need work to 
save them from being destroyed 
by the environment and neglect 
of maintenance. In October or 
November, UNESCO will 
sponsor a Seminar in New York 
on the Preservation of the three 
cities.
Chairing the Presentations of the 
First day of the seminar was the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism. The First 
Presentation was of the study on 
Palestine. The final report was 
reviewed by its author, Mr. 
Costar Di Shonmali, from the 
Ministry of Tourism of the Pal­
estine Authority. Mr. Shomali 
pointed out the difficulties which 
the tourist industry faced in Gaza 
and the West Bank - the area of 
emphasize in the study - during 
Israeli occupation. This has eased 
somewhat, as a result of the 
Madrid and Oslo Peace agree­
ments, but not completely. 
Tourism in Palestine is in need of 
infrastructure and services. The 
Palestinian Authority is working

to promote the 2000th anni­
versary of the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem in which preparations 
are made for the visit of at least 
4,000,000 to the city during that 
year alone.
Next to speak was Hussein 
Mohammed Abdulla, on Culture, 
Tourism and Development - the 
Yemeni Case. Mr. Abdulla gave a 
brief outline of his com­
prehensive study of Yemeni 
tourism. He started by showing 
the infrastructure available after 
20 years of developments in the 
industry and the institutional 
progress made. Yemen’s revenue 
generation from tourism was 74 
Million in 1994. Mr. Abdullah 
also commented on the lack of 
collective work in the industry, 
where attempts to form pro­
fessional associations failed 
almost before they got started.
The prominent Yemeni intel­
lectual gave informative insights 
into the various cultural com­
ponents of the Yemeni tourism 
industry (handicrafts, antiquities 
and ruins) and stressed the need 
for preservation and protection. 
On handicrafts, the study 
revealed the absence of appro­
priate legislation as well as 
encouraging incentives for further 
growth of the industry. The study 
was the biggest and most detailed 
of all the presentations.
The following day, the Vice 
Chairman of GTA, Mohammed 
Mutahar chaired the rest of the 
presentations. The first to be 
reviewed was the Egyptian case 
presented by Salah Al-Darwy. 
The study was comprehensive 
about an industry which has 
7000 years of cultural and- 
civilized heritage to bank on for 
cultural tourism development. 
Napoleon’s entry into Egypt in 
1798 opened up Egypt to inter­
national tourism, where it stands 
now as holding 44% of the 
tourism market in the Middle 
East (over 3 million in 1972 - a 
peak year).
The terrorism, which was some­
times aimed at tourists, hurt the 
industry. The detailed study also 
gave as optimistic picture despite 
the setbacks which the industry 
swollowed lately. The study on 
the Syrian case was presented by 
Dr. Samir Abdul-Haq.
Dr. Abdul-Haq stressed the 
cultural roots of Syria that go 
back 12000 years as an important 
source of attraction for tourists to 
come to Syria. Over 700,000 
tourists visited Syria in 1972. Net 
proceeds of tourism to the 
country jumped from US $71 
Million in 1990 to US $470 
Million in 1994. An important 
catalyst for increased tourism 
to Syria was the elimination of 
taxes on tourism related 
projects. The Jordanian case 
reviewed by Dr. Costar Di 
Shonmali on behalf of Ms. 
(Eng.) Leen Fakhouri showed 
that 844,000 visited Jordan in 
1994, which reflected a 5% 
growth rate annually. The 
Middle East tourism market 
represents only 2.2% of the 
world market.
The Jordanian tourism devel­
opment lately focused on the 
rehabilitation of Dhana 
Village and development of 
Teeba Village, in addition to 
Garash Cultural Festival held 
annually. The study gave an 
overview of these efforts and 
their cultural significance in 
promoting tourism.
The conference produced rec­
ommendations which sought 
to foster greater regional coop­
eration in which the Frank 
incense Trail Revival would 
be an important objective 
towards realization of such 
cooperation. For Yemen, other 
recommendations dealt with 
greater efforts towards pres­
ervation of remnants and

remains of cultural heritage and 
greater cooperation between the 
various entities that dealt with 
the cultural heritage of Yemen.
If is worth noting that the 
Authority for the Preservation of 
Old Towns' and the Authorities 
for Antiquities regrettably did 
not attend such an important 
seminar, in addition to the 
Ministry of Planning and Devel­
opment. The GTA officials 
pointed out that the appropriate 
invitations were sent out to them 
to attend.

UNESCO Strives to Preserve 
Yemen’s Antiquities (PHOTO 
of Mr. Herve Barre)
The United Nations Economic 
and Social Council is working 
hard to encourage cultural coop­
eration between the countries of 
the world. Mr. Herve Barre’, the 
Secretary of the World Decade 
for Cultural Development, 
pointed out that there is a lot of 
hidden cultural heritage that rests 
in Yemen. This is the reason why 
Yemen was chosen to conduct 
the Seminar on Tourism Culture 
Development in the Arab World. 
Mister Barre’ made important 
contributions to the seminar by 
suggesting that for Yemeni 
tourism to grow and develop 
properly it is essential that public 
awareness is greatly enhanced on 
a widespread basis to make the 
people give appropriate value to 
national cultural heritage. In 
addition to an understanding of 
the concept of preservation and 
conservation of antiquities and 
the natural environment respec­
tively.
On another note Mr. Barre’ sug­
gested that the costs to cover 
preservation and maintenance of 
historical tourist attractions 
maybe obtained through the 
imposition of a sightseeing fees.

The ROY has many interesting 
hidden and apparent tourism 
attractions. Interesting tourists 
sights should be diversified to 
cater to all the varied interests of 
the tourists.
Mr. Barre’ promised to revive the 
project for reinstating the Frank­
incense Trail at UNESCO, which 
would encourage joint efforts 
between at least five countries in 
the region and would constitute a 
historical step in regional cultural 
cooperation, well in line with 
UNESCO’s mission.

AYTTA Is Launched
On 29-8-96, the Association of 
Yemeni Travel and Tourism 
Agents was established for the 
sake of jointly advancing the 
interests of the Yemeni travel 
agents and tour operators.
The association is composed of 
42 founding members, who are 
the leading travel and tour oper­
ators in the Republic.
The executive committee is 
composed of:
- Yahya Mohammed Abdulla 
Saleh - Chairman,
- Ali Zeid Abu Munassar - vice 
Chairman,
- Yahya Abu Talib - Public Rela­
tions,
- Alwan and Mahmoud Al- 
Shaibani - Promotion,
- Maeen Al-Iryani - Finance, 
- Abdul-Basit Al-Soufi - Public 
Relations.
The objectives of AYTTA are to 
promote cooperation between the 
200 or so travel agents and tour 
operators for the benefit of the 
industry.
In addition, it will facilitate pro­
cedures for investments in the 
business by the private sector. 
Another objective is the raising of 
standards for the services in the 
tourism sector.

ADEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
(Under management of Sanaa International School) 

Box 6227, Khormaksar
Aden, Yemen 

Phone/Fax 231-897

Aden International School offers HIGH QUALITY 
EDUCATION in the English language.

The curriculum includes:

•Art 
•Music 
•Science 

•Mathematics 
•Physical education 
•Computer literacy 

•Cultural studies (history, geography, economics) 
•English (reading, grammar, spelling, composition, 

and keyboarding)

We believe in success for all students through a 
personalized approach to instruction and a positive 
learning environment. Open to all children 5 years 

through 13 years of age.
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special, special, special

DHL IS THE FIRST IN YEMEN 
TO RECEIVE TOP QUALITY AWARD

Omar M. Omar, GM, Congratulates Hussain Al-Sayyadi and Team The DHL-Yemen Team: Professionalism That Satisfies All Customers

DHL Worldwide Express has become the very first 
company in Yemen to achieve the internationally rec­
ognized ISO 9002 quality certification.

Hussain Al-Sayyadi Yemen Country Manager announced 
on 30/09/96 that certification has been made by the Inter­
national Organization of Standards (ISO) through the 
highly respected company, Bureau Veritas Quality Inter­
national (BVQI) and confirmed that DHL Yemen opera­
tions met the standards required.

Only companies whose quality system meet the 
stringent requirements of the ISO 9002 standard are 
accredited with certification. Subsequent to the 
accreditation BVQI will make regular scheduled visits to 
ensure that DHL continues to comply to the ISO 9002 cer­
tification.

DHL’s countries in all ten countries in the Near East Area 
including Yemen received their ISO 9002 
accreditation at the same time. The Middle East Region is 
now the first region in the 220-country DHL Network 
where all countries have been awarded the ISO 9002 cer­
tification.

DHL Near East Area Services Manager, David Buisson, 
said staff in Yemen had contributed “hundreds of man- 
hours” in developing their quality system and the oper­
ating procedures required to meet the ISO 9002 standard.

To achieve certification to the ISO 9002 standard is part of 
DHL’s long-term investment strategy of improving the 
quality of service it provides for its customers. This is in 
line with the announcement in 1994 of a global investment 
plan of $1.25 billion of which $65 million will be spent in 
the Middle East Region.

David Buisson explained that unlike other international 
companies, DHL in the Middle East chose not to seek 
accreditation from a central source for its various country 
operations. “Instead, in the interests of true quality 
improvement for our customers, we opted to have each 
country draw up its own individual procedures and have 
these checked by the BVQI assessors actually visiting these 
countries.

The DHL Middle East Region stretches from Egypt to 
Pakistan and, Buisson said, the conditions in each of these 
countries were quite unique.

DHL operates in 220 countries and territories worldwide, 
but in each country we adapt to local conditions an 
customer requirements to provide the very best service 
possible. For this reason, we believe in local site inspections 
and local accreditation. Our customers in Yemen are now 
assured that with DHL they are getting service that meets 
the highest standards in the world.
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Yemeni Press in a Week 
by: Hassan Al-Haifi

AL-WAHDAH: Sana’a (Weekly) 2-10-96 
(Official)
Main Headlines:
1) Development Projects for Socotra at a Cost of 
US$ 12 Million
2) In the Governor of Sana’a Governorate vs. 
“Labor” Newspaper case, Court Rules in Favor 
of the Newspaper and Penalizes the Governor 
for YR 60,000
3) Yemenia’a Permanent Delays

Article Summary:
Paris Club Cancel 67% of Yemen’s Foreign Debt
The paper reported that the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Bank and the European Union 
praised the Republic of Yemen for implementing 
the Economic Reform Program and for liberalizing 
trade, in addition to adopting democracy and polit­
ical pluralism. They requested Yemen’s creditor 
countries to assist it overcome some of the 
economic problems it faces. This was during the 
Paris Club meeting held recently, which was 
attended by a Yemeni delegation headed by Dr. 
Mohammed Saeed Al-Attar, Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Oil and Mineral Resources.
The results of the meeting was that RoY was 
exempted from 67% of all its foreign debt incurred 
prior to 1993. The balance was rescheduled.
The paper noted that such a decision by the Paris 
Club enables Yemen’s balance of payments 
position to improve in view or reduced debt service 
commitments.

AL-WAHDAWI: Sana’a (Weekly) 1-10-96 
(Nasserite Unionist Party)
Main Headlines:
1) Sheikh Al-Ahmar: “The Supreme Elections 
Committee Is Not at the Appropriate Level of 
Responsibility”
2) Jordanians Apply Pressure on Our Students 
In Iraq
3) Al-Wahdawi and Dr. M. Al-Saqqaf Face the 
Prosecution

Article Summary:
General Strike in Al-Mukalla Is a Success

The paper reported that despite the mobilization of 
all their influence, the local and central authorities 
were unable to foil the strike called for by the Coor­
dination Council of the Opposition. The govern­
ment used all sorts of pressure tactics on employees 
who joined the strike and warned shopkeepers 
against honoring the strike. The government called

the call for the strike as suspicious and foolish and 
the ruling coalition partners lashed out against the 
opposition parties.
The paper also said that security forces were 
deployed throughout the city’s streets. On the eve 
of the day set for the strike, the official media 
broadcast the steps which the relevant authorities 
had taken to remedy the shortcomings in public 
services, particularly in water and electricity.
The paper recorded a significant positive response 
to the call for strike, especially during the earlier 
hours of the day. By midday, the participation has 
dwindled down to 50% after 10 pm.
In the protest demonstrations of last week, several 
people suffered as a result of the excessive use of 
firearms, tear gas bombs and other weapons used to 
disperse the demonstrators who were peacefully 
carrying out their protest, except for the burning of 
the flag of the People’s General Congress by some 
of the demonstrators.

AL-SHOURA: Sana’a (Weekly) 29-9-96 
(Federation of Popular Forces Party) 
Main Headlines:
1) Al-Haq and Popular Forces Party Hold Bilat­
eral Talks ,
2) The President: We Stand For Unification of 
the Education Syllabus to End any Double Stan­
dards.
3) The Call for a New Cultural Political Revolu­
tion

Article Summary:
The City

In a regular column, Mohammed Al-Massaah 
describes how Sana’a expands and grows with 
speed and glamour on the stones that race to give 
each villa its own distinctive design, as its owners 
vie to stand out in full pride! Yet the city loses its 
tranquillity and past splendor as it takes a more 
materialistic cloak. First the villas, then the streets 
reach out for the surrounding mountains, but in a 
haphazard arrangement. Yet all these architectural 

efforts to create distinction is lost because the city 
does not follow a clearly laid out plan. Any beauty 
pursued by such random efforts is lost in the end 
because there is no order to it all.

AL-TAJAMMU’U: Aden (Weekly) 30-9-96 
(Yemeni Unionist Congregation)
Main Headlines:
1) Al-Haq Party Withdraws From Joint Talks 
Wit the Islah
2) The Death of the Pioneer of Freedom and 
Reform In Yemen (Noman)
3) Large Explosion In Ja’ar Last Friday

Article Summary:
Who Is Like You...Who?

Saeed Awlaqy, in his regular corner, writes a satir­
ical article on corruption in Yemen. He makes note 
of the fact that Yemen’s corruption did not arise 
without the considerable efforts of all the combined 
strength of all the political parties, the rulers, mer­
chants and all the other power centers put in to 
assure that corruption is well entrenched in our 
society. Awlaqy states that the corruption of Yemen 
has given the world new high standards in the 
business of corruption and that our corruption is the 
envy of all the other corrupt states in the world!
Awlaqy states that even foreign corespondents who 
are really undercover agents for foreign govern­
ments, are surprised by the level of corruption in the 
country. To this Awlaqy only assures that actually it 
is this corruption which gives Yemen its distinction 
and uniqueness among the world nations. This is 
why Yemenis have accepted it everywhere in the 
country. It’s good for their ego!
When the spies, alias correspondents, asks him, 
‘How long Yemenis will continue to put up with 
such widespread corruption?’ Awlaqy responds by 
answering: “Don’t believe everything you hear in 
Yemen. Nobody is keen to fight for good causes!” 
The foreigner said: “Even after three visits to 
Yemen - this one being for three months - I still do 
not understand anything about Yemen!”

Awlaqy continues to narrate: “ I did not have the 
nerve to tell him that I have been here for fifty years 
(all his life) and I still do not understand anything 
about Yemen!”

AL-SAHWA: Weekly (Sana’a) 26-9-96 
[Yemeni Congregation for Reform(lslah)] 
Main Headlines:
1) The Islah Party Calls for a Committee to Safe­
guard the Elections
2) An Armed Assault on a School In Taiz
3) Dangerous Precedent in Aden: Old Ships to 
Transfer Food

Article Summary:
Mistake Or Political Genius

The Execution of Former Afghani President, Najeeb 
Allah, by the Taliban Movement was a surprise to 
many who wondered as to the motives behind such 
ruthless action.
The brutality of the killing, only 40 minutes after 
the movement took over the Presidential Palace in 
Kabul, followed by similar ruthlessness inflicted on 
his brother, is probably meant to convey that 
Taliban are not associated with any international 
conspiracy and should be regarded a nationalist 
movement that makes its own decisions.

AL-SHOMOU’U: Sana’a (Weekly) 3-10-96 
(Hizbullah, Yemen?)
Main Headlines:
1) Why Not Make Yemen Just One Voting 
District?
2) Yemen Is Threatened by a Plague
3) The CIA Excludes Al-SHOMOU’U from 
Attending the Presidential News Conference

Article Summary:
Malaria’s Children

Although Malaria does not differentiate between 
ages, sexes, etc., it seems to find favor in attacking 
the young children of Yemen more than any others. 
The disease which started in the coast has now 
spread to the interior of the country where death has 
covered all the big cities, even remote Marib and 
Sa’ada. The reason for this is the government’s ina­
bility to take preventive measures to contain the 
disease by dealing with the (mosquito) breeding 
ponds early enough before the carriers have a 
chance to multiply and spread.
The authorities are not just guilty of neglect, they 
have committed a crime against the children and the 
people of Yemen.



October 7th, 1996 By Jamal Al-Awadhi

Yemeni Athletes Speak to Yemen Times
Sport in Yemen is a major puzzle 
in itself. Yemen Times went to 
the various clubs in Sanaa and 
Aden to ask how the athletes felt 
about sports, and how they see it 
evolving in the near future.
Yemen Times conducted this 
survey to investigate the condi­
tions inside sports clubs 
regarding the availability of facil­
ities and other sporting neces­
sities. Here is what we learned.

1. Abdullah Hussein Al-Azzani

Abdullah was a fighter in the 
national boxing team. He par­
ticipated in many international 
competitions and achieved good 
results as an Arab champion in 
rings all around the world.
He said, “In Yemen we have the 
ambition and physical ability, but 
lack the required care and atten­
tion to be able to polish our 
talents. A sportsman needs quite 
a long time of training and prep­
aration in order to qualify for 
Arab and international champion­
ships. We, in Yemen, are usually 
given a very short time to 
prepare. We try hard despite the 
shortage in training facilities.”

2. Mahdi Al-Jarbani:
Mahdi is the national boxing 
team coach.
He said, “We have very few 
resources, the training mat is not 
up-to standards, the hall is unsuit-

able for training. We lack the 
necessary training equipment. 
Our participation in external 
competition is based on personal 
will and ambition and within the 
available resources.”

3. Mahfoudh Al-Sayaghi.
He is an all-round champion.
He had this to say, “I had to train 
myself and rely on my own 
efforts to qualify. I could not see 
any real interest from sports 
bodies. There are many ambi­
tious young persons who are in 
need of guidance and good 
training to become excellent 
sportsmen and sportswomen.”

4. Abdulhakeem Aayash.

He is a boxing coach at al-Ahli 
club in Sana’a.
He said: “Many so called 
‘shadow’ sports games suffer 
from neglect. The greatest pro­

portion of attention is granted to 
football. If some care is give to 
singles games, great and hon­
orable results can be achieved in 
international competitions.
“I feel strongly that our youth can 
achieve much better results with 
only small incremental alloca­
tions and support.

5. Ghazi Mubarak.

He is a boxing coach at al-Tilal 
club in Aden.
He said, “Sports people in 
Yemen need a lot of support and 
encouragement to be able to 
achieve great results. Singles 
games in particular suffer from a 
visible lack of facilities, e.g. halls 
and training equipment.
“There seems to be a glimmer of 
hope for better facilities, given 
what senior government officials 
have been saying. Some sports 
projects are now being imple­
mented, partly through foreign 
assistance. A sports hall was 
opened last week which is 
financed by the Japanese govern­
ment and the Youths and Sports 
Support Fund that was agreed 
upon by the government. We 
hope for more of these positive 
developments.”

We also talked to a number of 
sports fans and supporters. We 
get the same message - resources 
are inadequate.

So, what needs to be done?
First, let us specify the situation:
1. The problem is basically finan­
cial in nature.
2. Government resources are not 
adequate to meet the needs of this 
sector, and it doesn’t feature as a 
top priority.
3. There are many talented young 
people who are waiting to be 
taken-in and groomed.

Now, let us come back to what 
could be done, given those facts.
1. More private sponsorship can 
be worked out. Local and foreign 
businessmen and companies can 
chip in to help finance the equip­
ment and training needs of the 
potential athletes.
2. Foreign aid can be better chan­
nelled and used. There is a lot of 
money that can be mobilized.
3. Non-Governmental Organiza­
tions (NGOs) can be brought into 
the picture to help.
4. Better planning of the summer 
months and extra-curricular 
activities in the schools can better 
prepare the youngsters.

In the final analysis, our policy­
makers must understand that 
sports is no longer a luxury. It is 
an integral part of the develop­
ment and transformation process. 
It is also a good alternative to qat, 
this devilish plant.
In a country going through hard 
and painful changes, it is critical 
that the youth have some outlet 
for their energy. Sports are a 
good outlet.
Clubs and facilities are not that 
expensive that the Republic of 
Yemen cannot afford them. In 
fact, we can afford them.
We hope that the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports can spearhead 
a campaign to shore up our sports 
and rehabilitate the status of the 
various athletes and games.
Will this happen?
Only time will tell!

Inauguration of the First Training Course 
of Handball Coaches in Yemen
On Wednesday 2nd October, the first training course of handball 
coaches was inaugurated in the Olympic Center under the auspices of 
Dr. Abdul-Wahab Rawah, Minister of Youth and Sports. On the 
occasion, Mr. Hussein Al-Awady, General-Secretary of the Yemen 
Olympic Committee, said to Yemen Times, “We have many ambi­
tious plans to develop the various sports in Yemen.”
Dr. Alsayed Suleiman of Egypt was the lecturer of handball course as 
international expert in this game. The participants, 25 persons in all, 
came from many governorates. They are hosted by the Olympic Com­
mittee.
Other training programs had been initiated by the International 
Olympic Solidarity, which had supported Yemeni athletes and 
coaches of different games by financing training programs.

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY

VACANCIES
YHOC has opening for qualified individuals in the following positions:

ACCOUNTANTS
Candidates should have the following qualifications:

A. 4 years degree in Accounting or Business Administration.
B. A minimum of two years work experience in Accounting.
C. Computer experience.
D. Must be fluent in spoken and written Arabic and English.

COMMUNICATION ENGINEER
Assist manager in the coordination and administration of all communica­
tions contractors services. Responsible for the maintenance of emergency 
communication systems. Calculate theoretical radio coverage contours con­
sidering the natural indigenous topography. Design and implement 
complete, reliable communications systems in the microwave, UHF, VHF 
and HF radio frequency spectrum.
Candidate must have B. S. in Electrical Engineering or related with a 
minimum of five years experience in electrical engineering or tele­
communication engineering.
In addition to condition mentioned above, candidate should have:
A. Excellent verbal and written English skills.
B. Must be in good physical condition.
C. Computer literate.
D. Must be a Yemeni National.

All candidate must be YEMEN NATIONALS

If you meet the above requirements, 
please forward your resume and a photograph to:

YEMEN HUNT OIL COMPANY
Attn: Personnel Department

P. 0. Box: 481, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

P&O
Containers

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING SERVICES 
TO AND FROM YEMEN

P&O containers are one of the world’s leading door-to-door containerized transport specialist, 
providing quality, reliability and fast transport services.

P&O containers provides twice weekly services from Europe, weekly services from the Far 
East and North America, and a fortnightly services from Australia and New Zealand.

P&O containers serves the full range of Yemen ports. Dedicated feeders call weekly at 
Hodeidah and fortnightly at Aden and Mukalla for both import and export cargoes.

P&O containers are represented in Yemen by Sheibani Shipping and clearing corporation.
For more details of P&O services or arrange a sales representative to call to your office please 
contact your local office, as follows:

TAIZ:
P. 0. Box: 5726; Tel: (04) 230439 / 219292; Fax: (04) 212308; Tlx: 8947.

ADEN:
P. 0. Box: 4333 Crater-Aden; Tel: (02) 243319; Fax: (02) 221216; Tlx: 6387.

HODEIDAH:
P. 0. Box: 4063; Tel: (03) 234095; Fax: (03) 211780; Tlx: 5622/5620.

SANA’A:
P. 0. Box: 15145; Tel: (01) 207028; Fax: (01) 419895; Tlx: 4050.

MUKALLA:
P. 0. Box: 50261; Tel: (05)303913; Fax: (05)303503; Tlx to Aden branch.



STAMINA:
How Come Some 

People Never 
Run Out of

Steam?
When you look around in 
Sanaa, and even more so in 
other cities, you see lethargic 
people who simply drift. Why 
is it that so many Yemeni are 
lacking in stamina?
The word itself, from the 
Latin 'stamen', refers to the 
thread of life spun by the three 
Fates in classical mythology. 
The Thesaurus gives it the fol­
lowing synonyms: endurance, 
vigor, perseverance, vitality, 
energy, pith, sturdiness.
In other words, people with 
stamina - researchers refer to 
them as staminacs - never 
seem to run out of steam. 
These people keep going and 
still shine. In fact, the busier 
they are, the more fortitude 
they seem able to muster.
What gives these people such 
staying power?
Stamina seems to be a com­
bination of many factors; 
notably, heredity, ambition, 
mental attitude, self-esteem 
and confidence, and physical 
fitness. Although some 
elements maybe beyond your 
control, experts agree that 
there are ways to increase 
your stamina.
When we talk about high- 
powered successful people, 
we are not talking about work­
aholics. You can differentiate 
between the two lots because 
staminacs are visibly active in 
their community, they have an 
extended social network of 
friends and contacts, and read 
voraciously. Above all, they 
have a happy and successful 
family.
Pity there aren’t many stam­
inacs around in Yemen!


