
• SANAA • March 1st thru 7th, 1999 Vol. IX, Issue No. 9 • Price 30 Riyals
Yahia Zabarah on Fishing 
Potential in Yemen.
Page 3.

Regime’s Policy of Frustrating 
the Growth of Civil Society. 
Page 5.

The NCTEVT Gathering 
Concludes Successfully.
Pages 7.

Yemen Times Readership 
Questionnaire.
Page 12.

US State Dept on Human Rights in Yemen:

“Violations continue unabated”
There is increasing worldwide criticism of human 
rights violations in the Republic of Yemen. 
Although the authorities continue to state their 
commitment to respect for human rights, the 
practice is a totally different matter. The problem 
seems to be the “inability and/or unwillingness of 
the top politicians to control the security officers, 
especially those working in criminal investigations 
and political security,” according to the annual 
human rights report for 1998 released by the US 
State Department on Friday, February 26th, 1999. 
Meanwhile, Amnesty International, the London- 
headquartered world organization, which has also 
expressed concern over the human rights situation 
in Yemen, will soon be sending yet another fact-

finding mission to the country. It will discuss the 
implementation of its previous recommendations 
with Yemeni officials, and will monitor the situa
tion here closely.
The Middle East division of Human Rights Watch, 
the New York based international organization, is 
also planning to send a delegation to Yemen. It too 
will assess the development of the human rights sit
uation in Yemen.
The US State Department report lists a number of 
serious human rights violations in Yemen during 
1998. The full text of the report can be read online 
at http://www.state.gov/
The Yemen Times reproduces its main sections on 
pages 8-9.

Committees for Presidential Elections
The Supreme Elections Commission (SEC) of 
Yemen continues to hold meetings with the 
various political parties, public figures, and other 
individuals and groups.
“The purpose is to agree on the formation of the 
committees that will supervise the presidential

elections to be held in October, 1999,” explained Dr. 
Abdullah Barakat, SEC Chairman.
“We are trying to ensure that all political organiza
tions and people with interest in the process are rep
resented,” disclosed Mr. Mansoor Ahmed Saif, Head 
of the Media Department of the SEC.

Yemen Goes Nuclear!
In its weekly cabinet meeting 
on 24/2/99, the Government 
of Yemen decided to establish 
the National Nuclear Energy 
Agency charged with the task 
of obtaining and developing

nuclear energy in Yemen. The 
cabinet also appointed Dr. 
Mustafa Bahran, the Science 
Advisor to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, to head the 
agency.

The cabinet emphasized that 
nuclear energy will be used 
for peaceful and development 
purposes. NNEA will also 
monitor levels of radioactivity 
in imported goods.

Emerging Democracies 
Summit Set for May 24-26

Yemen Times learned that the “Emerging 
Democracies Forum: A Political Leaders 
Summit” to be held in Sanaa is now scheduled 
for May 24-26, 1999. The conference will 
bring together leaders of democracies - from 
government, political parties, business and 
civil society - from a dozen or so democ
ratizing Third World countries. In addition to 
Yemen, these include such diverse nations as 
Benin, Georgia, Guatemala, Malawi, Mali, 
Mongolia, Mozambique, and Nepal.
The gathering is partly sponsored by the US 
State Department and is organized by the

National Democratic Institute (NDI). Mr. Les 
Campbell, Middle East Regional Director at 
NDI, is planning a visit to Sanaa in mid-March 
to iron out final details of the meeting.
The Republic of Yemen, as one of the 
emerging democracies, has offered to host the 
forum, and contribute towards its local expen
ditures.
The objective is to strengthen the commitment 
of these countries to democratization, espe
cially in light of major hurdles in the trans
formation process. It will also be a good 
opportunity to share experiences and views.

Yemen to Normalize Relations with Israel?
According to the daily electronic news bulletin 
“Yemen News” put out by Eric Watkins from 
London, Prime Minister Abdul-Karim Al- 
Iryani, held secret talks with the director- 
general of Israel’s Foreign Ministry, Mr. Eitan 
Ben-Tsur, last week. The two sides openly dis
cussed “opening interest offices in each

other’s countries as a first step toward estab
lishing official ties”.
The source quoting Yediot Achronot, added: 
“As a first step toward expanded ties, Yemeni 
officials will allow up to 10,000 Israelis of 
Yemeni background to visit Yemen, and will 
allow Israeli companies to invest in Yemen”.

http://www.state.gov/
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Vocational Training in Yemen: 
Hitting the Nail on the Head

On Saturday, February 27th, an international conference on 
vocational training and technical education was concluded in 
Sanaa. The various local, Arab and world experts discussed 
several ways to upgrade and improve the quality of skills that 
are to be passed on to Yemenis. It was an important effort 
aimed at the future development of the nation.

There are three important guiding factors that I thought were 
well thought out in the conference. These are as follows:

1) Market Oriented Skills:
The skills and training that the young men and women will be 
given are those that are demanded by the market. In other 
words, the programs will impart employable skills to the young 
trainees. This is wise because, although technical education is 
important, not all kinds of skills are needed in Yemen today. 
Some skills may be too advanced and will not provide adequate 
jobs for the graduates. Some skills’ may have a more visible 
linkage effect and will feed the growth of other businesses and 
activities, thus enabling the economy to grow faster.

2) Learning from Others:
The philosophy of learning from the experiences of other 
nations is often given lip service in the development efforts of 
Third World countries. However, this conference made a 
genuine effort to study the cases of several relevant countries. 
On top of this list were Jordan, Tunisia, and Morocco, which 
have made important strides in vocational and technical devel
opment. Far beyond the region, the experiences of Germany and 
the USA were brought into the picture.

3) Reducing Flow to Universities:
The idea of the conference is to create alternatives to university 
education for secondary graduates. As a result, the country will 
be spared the agony of university graduates who have no real 
skills and thus make no tangible contribution to economic 
development.
On this basis, the goal is to increase the number of trainees 
enrolled in vocational and technical education by tenfold from 
its current low level of less than 10,000.

4) Long-Term Planning:
The conference also called for long-term planning. The thrust is 
to prepare for a full decade for investments in this sector, based 
on future needs of the country. As a result, the analysis runs all 
the way to the year 2008.
The hope is that the ambitious master plan to be drawn up will 
not just remain on paper. It will see the light in terms of imple
mentation and execution.

The National Conference on Technical Education and Voca
tional Training was indeed a bright spot in these frustrating 
times. The Minister of Labor and Vocational Training, Engineer 
Mohammed Al-Tayeb, and the team of young men and women 
deserve our appreciation and support for their fine work.
If there is any word of advice that I may 
want to give, it has to do with gender.
Most Yemenis see vocational/technical 
training as a man’s domain. It should 
not be. Women also deserve to be 
involved in this sector.
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The State Courts Marib and 
Adjacent Governorates

Three key ministers were sent on 
a three-day courting mission to 
Marib on Sunday, 28th of 
February, 1999. Mr. Hussain 
Arab, Minister of Interior, Mr. 
Mohammed Dhaifallah, Minister 
of Defence, and Mr. Mohammed 
Al-Khadim Al-Wajeeh, Minister 
of Oil, were in Marib in order to 
assess the needs of the people of 
Marib, Al-Jawf and Shabwah.
The group is to be joined today 
by Staff- Lt-Colonel Ali Mohsen 
Al-Ahmar, the regime’s 
strongman.
The idea is to pacify the 
tribesmen of these regions by 
paying attention to their develop
ment needs. This is a wise step 
on the part of the authorities to 
bring more security and safety to 
the nation.

Al-Shoura Is Blocked

The Minister of Information has 
issued a decree to outlaw the 
issuance of Al-Shoura news
paper, mouthpiece of Ittihad Al- 
Qiwa Al-Sha’abiyah (Federation 
of Popular Forces). The reason 
quoted in the minister’s decision 
was that there were two parties 
issuing the same newspaper 
under the same name.
“Until they agree, both have to 
stop coming out.”
But that logic, the genuine group 
in the party complains, is an 
excuse to put their newspaper out 
of business. They further accuse 
the state of having masterminded 
and financed the issuance of the 
twin copy.
The editor of the real McCoy, 
Mr. Noman Kaied Saif, had been 
imprisoned by the authorities and 
was later released.

Al-Qadhi: 
Back in Prison

Mr. Showqi Abdul-Raqeeb Al- 
Qadhi is back in prison. The 
pastor of a mosque in Taiz, had 
been in the Political Security 
Organization’s prison for three 
days last week, and was later 
released. He is now back in 
prison for criticizing the regime. 
To add insult to injury, Showqi 
was actually kidnapped by three 
armed but unidentified men who 
were later found to work for the 
PSO.

Mohammed Al-Maqaleh 
Reports Threats on His Life

Mr. Mohammed Al-Maqaleh, the 
well-known opposition columnist 
told the Yemen Times that an 
officer who works for the Polit
ical Security Organization (PSO) 
approached his family and left 
behind threats on the writer’s life. 
“The man identified himself, and 
said that Mr. Al-Maqaleh will be 
eliminated in a well-planned car 
accident,” he reported.

Journalists
Scramble for Solutions

A number of journalists are 
involved in a frenzied search for 
solutions to their predicament. 
The Journalists’ Syndicate is in a 
fix, because of the inability of 
journalists to agree to hold their 
conference. Some are demanding 
corrective measures, since that 
there were major violations of the 
charter of the syndicate. This is 
because some parties are trying to 
control the syndicate.
As a result, a group is trying to 
create an alternative syndicate, 
free from the control of the ruling 
or opposition politicians.

New Price Hikes to Coincide 
with Eid Holidays

The government is planning to 
phase out the final parts of the 
subsidy removal within the 
framework of the reform program 
which seeks to eliminate price 
distortions in the Yemen market. 
The two products to undergo 
price hikes as a result are diesel 
and wheat - both with far 
reaching impacts on the cost of 
living among the people.
Many observers believe these 
actions could lead to violence. 
Hence the desire of the state to 
introduce the measures over the 
Eid holidays, in one month.

National Workshop for 
Information and Education on 

Population Growth

On Saturday the 27th of Feb. The 
inauguration of the National 
Workshop for Information and 
Education on Population Growth 
took place. The workshop will 
continue to run until March 4th.
Yemen’s population has a 3.7% 
annual growth rate and is 
expected to double in size every 
19 years. Fertility levels are 
amongst the highest in the world, 
with 7-8 births per women, even 
though child mortality and deaths 
while giving birth are extremely 
high.

More Progress on Al-Habbari’s 
Giant Grain Milling & Packing Project at Al-Salif

On Monday, February 22nd, the 
Henry Navigator, arrived at 
Saleef Harbor, carrying the 
second shipment of the equip
ment for the silos, milling plants, 
and other parts of the factory of 
the Yemen International Food 
Industries Company, an affiliate 
of the Al-Haj Ali Habbari & Sons 
Group of Companies.
The ship was carrying 436 con
tainers and other large boxes in 
which many parts of the plant 
were packed. These include 
suction equipment, milling parts, 
and the bagging plant. All the 
machines were shipped by the 
German company Buhler.
An earlier shipment of 196 con
tainers had brought the first 
shipment of the plant. The final 
shipment of the plant parts will 
arrive next April.
On February 16th, 1999, Mr. 
Yahia Ali Al-Habbari, Chairman, 
had signed a contract with the 
Arab Contractors National 
Company for ground levelling 
and civil engineering works on

the site of the project, which 
takes up 173,600 square meters. 
“We expect civil engineering 
work to be completed by 
December this year,” disclosed 
Mr. Yahia Al-Habbari.

This giant project, located at Al- 
Salif Port, 62 kilometers north of 
Hodeidah, is expected to increase 
the food reserves and storage 
capacity of the Republic of 
Yemen.

The Henry Navigator unloads the plant equipment

Inagurated by the Minister of Development & Planning
Al-Jazeera Information Technology &

Communication Exhibition 99
NOW OPEN

Mr. Ahmed Mohammed Soufan, 
Minister of Development and 
Planning, yesterday morning 
inaugurated, the Al-Jazeera Infor
mation Technology & Com
munication Exhibition 99, spon
sored by Apollo.

The exhibition is taking place at 
the Expo exhibition center. The 
Expo exhibition center, which is 
the largest in the whole republic, 
is provided with facilities and 
enhancements that can match 
international standards.
28 company agents for 80 inter
national specialized brand marks 
in Information Technology are 
participating in the exhibition, 
which will continue till the 4th of 
March 1999.

Mr. Tawfiq Al-Nihmi, the 
General Manager of Apollo Inter
national Exhibition Company, 
indicated that his company aims 
to make exhibitions like this one 
(JETCOM99) an annual event. 
He also mentioned that the exhi
bition will demonstrate the latest 
information technologies avail
able today, especially now that 
the world is witnessing a boom in 
the fields of software and 
hardware. He also stressed that 
the exhibition is also expected to 
include the latest networking 
technologies for video confer
encing, which will be shown for 
the first time ever in Yemen. Mr. 
Tawfiq concluded that this exhi
bition will be a milestone in the

technology and exhibition busi
nesses in Yemen, and will help 
Yemen prepare its technology for 
the next millennium.

Expo Center is considered the 
first exhibition center in the 
country to enable company 
agents to demonstrate their 
products through seminars. As a 
matter of fact, JETCOM99 will 
include a number of lectures and 
seminars, which will explain 
some company products and 
services along with universal 
technology problems such as the 
Y2K.

It is worth mentioning that Expo 
Center will continue to launch 
many other exhibitions aiming to 
revive the business movement in

Yemen, and to 
introduce the 
latest various 
products to the 
Yemen public. 
This also is 
aimed at 
showing the
world that the 
developments 
in Yemen are 
quite promising
and the situation is stable in all 
aspects.
Future exhibitions planned to be 
held at the Apollo Expo Center 
include the International Health 
Exhibition for Medicine and 
Medical Equipment from 23rd to 
the 26th of May 1999. plus other 
international exhibitions.

Tawfiq Al-Nihmi, 
GM of Apollo

Yemen Times Weekly 
Opinion Poll

Yemen Times Weekly 
Poll question is placed at: 

http://yementimes.com/#poll
Last Week’s Question 

Many Yemeni politicians today blame 
the Gulf War for the difficult condi
tions Yemen is going through today. 
Do you still think that the leadership 
made the correct decision in not sup
porting Kuwait?

Result
- I still think that the leadership 
made the correct decision, no matter 
what the consequences, as it is a 
matter of principle! (28%)
- No. The leadership was wrong in its 
position, and should have defended 
Kuwait and its allies. (20%)
- No. The leadership should not have 
made the decision. It should have 
preferred its people and not risking 
the economy for its principles. 
(25%)
- The leadership should have stayed 
100% neutral in its position, and 
should have implemented the "wait 
and see" strategy. (27%)

http://www.yementimes.com/
mailto:yementimes@y.net.ye
mailto:yementimes@yementimes.com
http://yementimes.eom/%2523poll
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Yahia Ali Zabarah

“Our marine wealth can help us overcome 
many of our current economic problems”

The Republic of Yemen has a coastal stretch of nearly 2,500 
kilometers, extending from north of Meidi on the Red Sea all the 
way to the Yemeni-Omani border on the Arabian Sea. In 
addition, the country’s sovereignty extends to many islands, 
which further expand the territorial waters of Yemen.
Because of their location in the tropics and the currents off of the 
coast, the coastal areas are enriched by upwelling processes which 
allow marine life to grow rapidly. As a result, the maritime 
resource potential of the Republic of Yemen is indeed enormous. 
The sector has received much attention due to its potential as a 
source of food, its importance to foreign exchange earnings 
through exports and employment of manpower, and its part in 
other important economic activities.
To discuss these issues, Yemen Times spoke to Mr. Yahia Ali 
Zabarah, Deputy Minister of Fisheries. Mr. Zabarah, a native of 
Sanaa, was educated in Sanaa and Cairo. He joined the govern
ment services in 1962 at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish
eries. He gradually rose through the ranks, and since 1990, he has 
served as the Deputy Minister.
Ismail Al-Ghabiry filed the following interview.

Q: The starting point is 
Yemen’s territorial waters and 
zone of control. What are the 
facts about these areas?
A: As most people know, Yemen 
has a long coastline of over 2,500 
kilometers. In addition, there are 
over 150 islands that fall within 
the nation’s sovereignty.
Therefore, the potential use
fulness of our coastal waters is 
very large.

Q: How much of its potential is 
being used at this time?
A: I am afraid our take is less 
than 30% of the sustainable pro
duction capacity. Our annual 
catch is only around 350,000 
tons. Also, we are only catching 
the close-to-surface, close-to- 
shore species, like sardines, 
because our fishermen do not 
have proper equipment. We 
estimate their are over 400 varie
ties of marine life that could be 
fished on a sustained basis.
You will note that the number of 
fishermen going out to sea every 
morning is more than 42,000 
persons. In addition, there are 
many people who are engaged in 
the packing, transportation, 
freezing and marketing of the 
fish products. In other words, this 
is a large and important sector.

Q: What is the volume of our 
fish exports?
A: Let me first say that there is 
no ceiling on the volume we can 
export. Market demand is high. 
The limitations are our own 
capacity to catch, pack and 

export fish.
At the moment, we export around 
30,000 tons a year, which is less 
than 10% of our catch. Most of it 
goes to Jordan, Egypt and a few 
Gulf countries.

Q: What exactly is exported?
A: Most of the exports are 
lobster, prawn, shrimp, squid, 
octopus, and a few varieties of 
fish.

Q: What is the local market 
structure for marine products?
A: In the past, fish products were 
limited to coastal communities. 
Today, these products are 
marketed more and more into the 
mountain areas inland. But still, 
most of the Yemeni public only 
eat fish, not the other marine 
animals like octopus, squid, or 
even shrimp.
I think, with time, the consump
tion pattern of Yemenis will 
change to include a higher 
amount of marine life. In 
addition, improvements in trans
portation and refrigeration will 
add more marketing options.

Q: There are reports of piracy 
as well as illegal and destruc
tive fishing by large foreign 
ships. Can you give us details?
A: Indeed, because Yemen does 
not possess an effective marine 
patrol system, a number of 
intruders fish in our territorial 
waters without proper licensing. 
Some also engage in illegal prac
tices like blast-fishing or fishing 
for endangered species, etc. 

We prepared files on these 
matters for the government and 
asked for measures to control 
this situation. In December 1997, 
the government issued a number 
decisions, including the fol
lowing:
1) Large foreign vessels will be 
prohibited from fishing within 6 
miles of the shoreline.
2) Around the islands, fishing 
can only take place beyond a 
five-mile limit.
3) Penalties for breaking the law 
have been increased. They start 
at US$ 100,000 and can go as 
high as one million dollars, 
depending on the violations.
This problem of large foreign 
vessels doing illegal fishing in 
our territorial waters will not go 
away. It deprives local fishermen 
of their livelihood, and deprives 
the country of an important 
resource.

Q: What are the plans and 
actions the Ministry has taken 
to develop this sector?
A: Our target is to achieve a 9% 
annual growth in fish production. 
Towards that end, we have allo
cated adequate funds for 
investing in this sector. The gov-

ernment financed infrastructure, 
research, and other needs. In 
addition, it provided fishermen 
with 820 fishing boats free of 
charge which made a difference 
in the lives of 4,000 families. The 
government has also financed the 
construction of 6 ice-producing 
plants in the governorates of Al- 
Maharah, Hadhramaut, Shabwah 
and Aden.
The European Union and the 
World Bank have also supported 
the growth of this sector. For 
example, the EU has contributed 
US$ 16 million, and the World 

Bank (through IDA) US$ 3 
million towards the Fourth 
Fishing Project which has a total 
cost of US$ 39.5 million. The 
money went primarily for 
packing facilities and plants.

Q: According to our informa
tion, the Ministry of Fisheries 
does not have full control over 
the sector. How do you 
respond?
A: Of course, we do not have full 
control over everything. When it 
comes to our maritime resources, 
a number of governmental bodies 
are involved. Refugees come 
from here, so the Ministry of 
Interior has to be involved. We 
may have disputes over sov
ereignty, as was the case with 
Eritrea over the Hunaish Archi
pelago. Therefore, the Ministry 
of Defence has to be involved. 
There may be pollution con
siderations which brings into play 
the Environmental Protection 
Council.
As a result, the cabinet has estab
lished an inter-ministerial com
mittee to present proposals as to 
how the relevant ministries can 
coordinate their work.

Q: You mentioned pollution. 
How bad is it, and what can be 
done?
A: Pollution is an international 
problem. For Yemen, which lies 
along the path of one of the 
busiest naval routes, it is impor
tant to patrol the coastal areas. 
Many tankers dump tar and other 
pollutants as they clean up their 
hull. This is against the law.
There is now an on-going project 
to study pollution in the Red Sea 
- GEF, based in Hodeidah.

Q: There was talk about pri
vatization of the Mukallah Fish 
Packing Plant. What 
happened?
A: The Mukallah Fish Packing 
Plant has undergone two stages 
of modernization and upgrading, 
and the third stage is about to

start. It now produces 12 million 
cans a year, and is expected to 
double its capacity after the third 
phase of modernization. It has 
received many prizes worldwide. 
The second plant, at Shuqra, in 
Abyan, has also resumed work 
after a short interruption.
The Ministry is working hard to 
upgrade both facilities.

Q: Donors and local observers 
complain of bureaucratic night
mares in your ministry. What 
is happening?
A: Well, all government agencies 
have bureaucratic difficulties. 
Inefficiency is a general phe
nomenon. We are trying our best. 
I think that law number (43) of 
1997 has improved performance.

Q: Any final comments?
A: I would like to make three 
comments.
We are all well aware that our 
marine wealth can help us 
overcome many of our current 
economic problems. This is espe
cially true in light of the fact that 
our oil production is falling, and 
tourism has now been badly hit. I 
feel marine resources can offer a 
lot to this nation. Therefore, it is 
only logical that our government 
and society should focus on this 
sector as it offers comparative 
advantage in our socio-economic 
development and in solving our 
present difficulties.
Second, this is a sector in which 
responsibilities over-lap. This is 
normal. But what is not normal is 
for any of the involved partners 
to block the possible progress of 
other players. What I am saying 
is that all agencies involved in 
this sector should support each 
other to achieve more, each 
within their their respective 
responsibilities.
Finally, I would like to thank the 
Yemen Times for constantly 
addressing issues of vital concern 
to the nation. This is the real job 
of the media - to alert and 
educate the public.

IMMIGRATION TO

International Entrepreneurs I. E. C. Canada Ltd. Nova Scotia
Quebec 5531 Young Str. Suite 201
3680 Du Musee, Suite 100, Halifax NS. Canada B3K 1Z7
Montreal, Que. Canada H3G 2C9 Tel: l-(902) 454 0600
Tel. 1-(514) 288 7825 Fax l-(902) 429 8947
Fax: 1-(514) 845 1472

Mr. Glen Dexter of Nova Agency Quebec Fund ( a seven years perfect track 
record with previous investor, 100% refund of invested money), will be 
available to answer any inquiries on the Investor Program.

All existing clients are welcome to meet Mr. Glen Dexter. He will be available 
in Sana’a at the office on Monday March 01/03/99.

Existing clients, please contact the nearest office for an update on the 
proposed changes to the existing immigration laws.

To make an appointment please call: 
IEC Sana’a Office Tel/Fax # 01-278163 or 272683.
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The Policy of TAFREEKH Prevails in Yemen:

Civil Society’s Struggle 
Against Domination by Politicians
By: Mohammed Bin Sallam, 
Yemen Times.

It has become a bad habit. Our 
ruling politicians are unwilling 
to allow any semblance of a 
plural power base in the 
country. The rulers control most 
power bases. Those that resist 
their control, are disrupted, mar
ginalized or even destroyed. 
This policy has been success
fully applied to political parties, 
newspapers, non-governmental 
organizations, sports clubs, etc. 
The artificial reproduction of 
political parties, NGOs, news
papers, guilds - planned, 
financed and executed by the 
authorities - is a direct result of 
this policy. Thus, the Arabic 
word - tafreekh (meaning giving 
birth in rapid succession) has 
found a prominent place in the 
political culture of Yemen.

The continued problems of 
guilds and unions is also pri
marily due to this policy and 
approach by the rulers. The 
outcome is eternal in-fighting 
among aspiring members of the 
said organizations who find in 
the rulers’ drive to control the 
organizations an opportunity to 
promote their own ambitions. 
The result is a distorted evolu
tion in Yemen’s civil society 
movement.

The Teachers’ Syndicate is dys
functional as two or even three

organs compete for legitimacy. 
The medical doctors’ union is 
not functioning properly 
because of the same political 
interference. The lawyers’ bar 
association suffers from the 
same disruptive symptoms. The 
Guild of Engineers has gone 
through a period of hibernation 
for the same reasons. The Jour
nalists’ Syndicate is paralyzed 
because of visible and continued 
interference by the politicians.

On the 26th of February, 1999, 
the fight to control the Federa
tion of Yemeni Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
(FYCCI) took a new twist. 
Now, there is an open war 
between businessmen who rep
resent the politicians and the 
Political Security Office (PSO) 
on the one hand, and the pro
fessional businessmen on the 
other.
“We are not against the regime 
or the politicians. We are, in 
fact, loyal citizens. But we feel 
that the chamber of commerce 
and industry should be managed 
along professional business 
lines, and not along political 
lines,” explained Mr. Jamal Al- 
Mutarreb, one of the young 
entrepreneurs who is fighting to 
dislodge the proteges of the pol
iticians inside the FYCCI.

On 26th February, seven elected 
members of the FYCCI - all of 
them well-known and highly

reputed businessmen, wrote a 
letter to Mr. Hussain Al-Watari, 
Chairman of the FYCCI over 
the last thirty years. He and his 
assistant, Mr. Sharhan, have the 
support of the regime and the 
PSO, and refuse to step down or 
even reform and re-activate the 
organization. The chairman 
even refuses to submit to the 
elected board of the FYCCI 
annual financial statements, 
periodic reports, plans, etc. “In 
spite of repeated requests over 
the past several years, you have 
intentionally refused to provide 
budgetary reports or statements 
by chartered accountants since 
1990," the letter states.
Another bone in the dispute is 
the 0.01% revenue the FYCCI 
collects on the value of all 
imports into the country. “We 
all had agreed, including 
yourself, to abrogate this levy 
on imports. But it continues to 
be levied, and there is no 
accounting where the money is 
going,” says the letter addressed 
to Mr. Al-Watary.

Many businessmen would like 
to see a new leadership at the 
FYCCI. “There is a lot of room 
for activity and interaction. At a 
time when the state is giving the 
private sector a more important 
role to guide our society’s 
growth, the business community 
needs to come together and hold 
up the country’s progress and 
evolution,” Jamal said.

Stealthy French Frigate Calls on Hodeidah
The French Frigate 
COURBET, its com
mander Captain Pierre- 
Francois Linares, and his 
143 crew members, will 
call on the Yemeni port 
of Hodeidah on the 4th of 
March, 1999.

The frigate will be 
moored at Hodeidah 
from Thursday March 
4th to Monday the 8th. 
Over the last several 
weeks, the ship has been 
calling on ports at the 
eastern shoreline of 
Africa, starting from 
South Africa. Its call on

Yemen is a routine visit that 
serves to maintain the ongoing 
co-operation and friendly 
working relationship between 
Yemen and the French Navy.

The COURBET is a stealthy top 
class frigate with a very low 
acoustic and electronic signature, 
a modular design and a high 
automation level - all designed 
to meet the requirements of a 
combat ship capability and a 
peace-time low-cost surveillance 
vessel efficiently. Therefore, it 
can be part of a naval/air force 
group, and ensure the support of 
an intervention task force or the 
protection of commercial traffic, 
as well as execute special or 
humanitarian missions.
Several Yemeni officers from 
the Navy, Airforce and Army 
have been invited to go on board 
to inspect the highly modern 
ship, which weighs 3,600 tons, 
and is 125 meters long. 
According to a French embassy 
source, the frigate came into 
service two years ago - on March 
24th, 1997.

Good News
The University of Science and 
Technology (College of Management 
Sciences) announces the opening of 
the Management Development 
Consultation Center on Tuesday, 
March the second 1999.

This center will definitely be one of 
Yemen's most important landmarks in 
the development.

The center will have many services in 
various scientific fields.
Some of them are as follows:
• Implementing research and studies related to the business 

development
• Providing consultations, professional services, and experts for 

all kinds of different projects
• Making economical and developmental feasibility studies
• Developing educational programs and skills for schools and 

educational Institutions
• Arranging seminars, conferences, and various training 

sessions
• Cooperating with Arab and international organizations

For more information, please contact us on

Telephone: 227074
Sanaa - The Republic of Yemen

Political Parties Series # 6

Federation of Popular Forces
الشعبيه القوى دإتحا

Starting with issue number 4 of January 
25th, 1999, Yemen Times is running 

weekly profiles of the political parties of 
Yemen. We print the information as 

received from the parties. The aim is to 
inform the public - local and international.

The Federation of Popular Forces is a moderate 
Islamic-oriented party that considers itself part and 
parcel of the international Islamic revivalist force in 
peaceful ways. It “represents the interests and aspi
rations of the great Yemeni people and our glorious 
Islamic nation.” The FPF is a voluntary grouping of 
a number of intellectuals for the sake of “elevating 
the immortal Islamic values”.

ORIGINS:
Yemenis were experiencing defeat and despair fol
lowing the failure of the 1948 revolution led by 
Ibrahim ben Ali Al Wazir, Mohammed Abdul 
Wase' Al Wase'i, Col. Taha Mustafa and Col. 
Ahmed Al Garmouzi in addition to others. Those 
who fled from imprisonment did not know what to 
do. Suddenly, there was a ray of hope represented in 
two developments:
First: The formation of the League of Right and 
Justice which was the first political organization to 
be established after the 1948 revolution's failure.
Second: The issuance of Al Salam newspaper in 
Cardiff, Britain, by Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al Hakimi 
which inspired hope in the nation.

Ten years passed by. Then, Ibrahim ben Ali Al 
Wazir proposed in Cairo in 1959 the amalgamation 
of all national forces in one united front and as a 
nucleus for that front he named this grouping the 
"Federation of Popular Forces".
The FPF’s basic system, including its goals, means 
and organizational structures that were later pub
lished in a brochure and distributed inside and 
outside Yemen. Thus, the FPF was, in part, a con
tinuation of a long struggle couched on the expe
rience that crystallized its elements of democracy, 
shoura and social justice. However, the FPF’s 
current structure was announced in 1960 after the 
first communique was initialized.

FPF’S MAIN GOALS:
The Federation's main goals are worded in its basic 
system issued in 1960. These are:

1- Liberation:
Liberating the land from colonialism and reac
tionary forces through dislodging colonialism in the 
southern areas, and changing the Imamic dictatorial 
rule in the north. The two systems are to be replaced 
with a constitutional, republican, popular and 
shoura rule that ensures freedom of opinion, speech, 
belief and equality in rights and duties.

2- Unity:
To attain Yemen's unity within its natural borders 
and in the framework of a united Arab Nation.

3- Justice:
To work for an economic system that elevates 
people's living conditions and guarantees to every 
citizen work that meets with his/her abilities and 
competence; in addition to rights of education, 
nutrition, housing, treatment and rest.

DOCTRINES:
The FPF is based on five doctrines that emanate 
from Islam's five main pillars:

1- Truth:
This is represented by the belief in that there is ho 
God but Allah and that Prophet Mohammed is His 
Messenger. This liberates Man from being a slave 
to his brother, guaranteeing equality among all.

2- Benevolence:
This leads to harmonious relations between Man 
and his Creator and his environment. Man should 
not be selfish or short-sighted in his behavior.

3- Justice:
This is represented by generosity to others and 
society at large, which guarantees every person's 
rights to shelter, food, clothing, education, med
ication, formation of families through marriage, and 
guarantees at old age.

4- Peace:
This is represented by Man controlling his will and 
not to become a slave for his desires.

5- Shoura:
This is represented in the right of the people to 
choose their ruler and to exercise control over his 
behavior through accountability.

HOT NEWS:
As this paper went into 
publication, this party 
and its mouthpiece, 

Al-Shoura newspaper, 
were under pressure 
from the state, which 
decided to close down 

the newspaper and 
sponsor a party 

splinter group under 
the policy of tafreekh. 
Read more about this 

policy on page 5.

MEANS:
(1) Freedom to All:
All citizens should be free to organize themselves 
and express their ideas in any form they wish (soci
eties, parties, syndicates, unions, etc.), and in execu
tion of their various political and social rights.

(2) Dialogue:
Peaceful dialogue is the way to implement Allah's 
words for spreading Islam through call (pros
elytizing) and peaceful dialogue.

(3) Strong Yemeni Citizen:
The society of Yemen should be nurtured in accor
dance with Islamic teachings and through education 
to protect rights and democratic institutions.

(4) Asserting Democratic Behavior
This is achieved by means of:
a- Promoting stable democratic principles, respect 
for others' opinions and avoiding ideological fanat
icism and aggression against other parties.
b- Respecting constitutional legitimacy and 
peaceful transfer of power through elections.
c- Establishing a state based on institutions, separa
tion of authorities & independence of the judiciary. 
d- Preserving national unity and cohesion of the 
internal front and fighting racism and sectarianism. 
e- Keeping the armed and security forces neutral in 
the internal political competition in their capacity as 
two national institutions concerned with protecting 
constitutional legitimacy, democracy and the 
nation's interests.
f- Keeping state funds beyond the reach of political 
parties, including the ruling party.
g- Avoiding exploitation of the state media and any 
bias in favor of any party.
h- Avoiding the use or threat of violence.

THE FUTURE:
The Federation first goal of ending royalist rule in 
the north and colonialism in the south and estab
lishing the republic was realized. The second goal 
of achieving Yemen's unity was also realized.
The FPF will continue to work towards its other 
targets of securing a just rule that will liberate the 
nation from dictatorship, and achieving social and 
economic justice to enable the nation to move on 
with modern scientific advances. Social justice will 
remain the party's main goal in all future plans.
The integrity and competence of the judicial system 
is another prime goal for the future.

The FPF promotes an economic system that 
balances between the interests of the individual and 
those of society.
Education should be reformed in accordance with 
the following:
1-Strengthening the students' sense of belonging 
and loyalty to their country;
2- Linking between the type of education and the 
country's needs.
3- Combining between theoretical education and 
practice.

The press is the people's means of expressing their 
opinion, views and constructive criticism. It also 
represents a precious tool for popular contribution 
to public issues and people's participation. It further 
furnishes ways for spreading public awareness and 
information to get acquainted with world develop
ments. For these reasons, the press should be totally 
independent and free. This entails that every citizen 
has the right to issue a newspaper or a magazine as 
long as he/she shoulders the responsibility for what 
he/she publishes without any need for a permit or 
censorship.

Women are half of society. They are actually the 
half that raises the other half. Their importance to 
society is never doubted. But as long as women 
remain backward, society at large will also remain 
backward. Therefore, an initiative must be launched 
to help women so that they can assume their role in 
building the society.
Islam gave women rights that are even better than 
those granted to European women, but the Islamic 
society does not apply them. Work opportunities 
should be opened to women especially in fields of 
education and health.
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This is an OPINION page.
Every week, a different intellectual writes a FOCUS on a pertinent issue!

YEMEN TIMES:
Eight Years and Progress Continues

Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf, 
Publisher & Chief Editor, Yemen Times.

This week, the Yemen Times 
moves into its ninth year. The 
first issue came out on February 
27th, 1991. In the short history of 
the paper, it has become an 
important factor in the democ
ratization and transformation 
process of Yemen and the 
Yemeni people.

WHY IN ENGLISH?
One of the questions that I have 
been repeatedly asked is “Why 
do you produce a paper in 
English?” I have tried to answer 
this question in several ways.
First, English is the. language of 
the world, and it is the language 
of our present civilization. If it is 
not your first language, it should 
be your second.
Second, when the idea of the 
paper was developed in the 
second half of 1990, Yemen had 
a problem with the world. Given 
its position on the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait, Yemen needed a 
channel to explain itself. We 
thought we would spread the 
word in a language that the world 
understands better than Arabic.
Third, there were at the time over 
a hundred Yemeni newspapers 
and magazines. So, it was dif
ficult to see how one more 
Arabic paper could add anything.

THE BEGINNINGS:
As the idea was developing, I

visited many well-known world 
newspapers. These included The 
New York Times, the Herald 
Tribune, Le Monde, and others. 
Then I visited much smaller 
papers within the region.
I finally spent several weeks with 
The Star, a weekly newspaper 
coming out of Amman. I engaged 
Osama Sherif, the editor and pub
lisher of the paper, in a contract 
to do technology and information 
transfer. Thus the Yemen Times 
was bom.
Our first location was a two- 
room old shack made of cor
rugated metal plates and card
boards. It was located in the 
northern outskirts of Sanaa.
We had two small classic SE 
Macintosh computers, which are 
still with us today. The total 
Yemen Times team was three 
persons - a typist/page setter, a 
guard/messenger, and myself. 
We did all the financial and 
administrative work. We did 
everything from interviews, to 
news-writing, to pagination to 
supervising printing of the paper, 
to distribution.... At first, we only 
produced 1,500 copies.

PROGRESS:
Four months down the road, we 
had our first advertisement. Then 
a few more. We employed a 
fourth person on the team to 
attend to advertising. By the end 
of 1991, we were selling 3,000 
copies.
By mid-1992, we moved into the 
city. We rented a flat behind the 
Central Bank of Yemen.
At that time, we employed three 
news editors, on a part-time 
basis. We employed two clerks to 
help with administrative and 
financial affairs. Momentum was 
building.

By the end of 1992, our revenue 
from advertisements had sur
passed revenue from the 5,000 
copies we were selling.
We purchased three more Apple 
machines - Power Macintosh 
4400/200s.

MORE PROGRESS:
By mid-1993, we were caught in 
the power struggle between the 
People’s General Congress and 
the Yemen Socialist Party. The 
PGC did not take kindly to the 
Yemen Times.
Our landlord was forcing us out 
because of outside pressure. This 
was to become our problem for 
the next four years. As soon as 
the paper’s one-year lease 
expired, it could not get an exten
sion. Thus we were forced to 
move from one location to 
another.
The third location was a two- 
storey building behind Mujahid 
Street, facing what is today the 
French Embassy. Then we 
moved to the basement of a large 
building on Haddah Road, where 
today Emirates Airlines is 
located. Finally, we moved to 
our present location, which we 
first rented, and finally pur
chased.
In the meantime, the Yemen 
Times bought newer and more 
advanced equipment.
The most important jump came 
in 1994, when the newspaper 
bought a number of Quadra 700, 
then Quadra 840 Macintosh 
machines. These were followed 
by PowerPC Macintosh 8500/ 
150 and 9600/233 machines. 
These are now to be followed by 
G3 and iMac machines.
In the meantime, the number of 
journalists and employees of the 
newspaper had jumped to over 

30 persons, with branch offices in 
Aden and Taiz, and stringers in 
six different cities of the republic. 
Circulation and advertisement 
rose to phenomenal levels.

SERVING THE WORLD:
The Yemeni diaspora was the 
first international target of the 
paper. Therefore, the Yemen 
Times embarked on simultaneous 
printing of the paper in London 
and New York. This ambitious 
effort was very costly.
As the internet became available, 
the simultaneous printing was 
discontinued, and the Yemen 
Times went on-line in 1997.
The. number of visitors to the 
Yemen Times homepage address 
http://www.yementimes.com/ 
has risen to high levels. Over 
the last 3 months, there were 
1,350,000 visitors.
The visitors are mostly from the 
West - the USA, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Canada, and 
other countries. But there are also 
lots of on-line readers in India, 
Southeast Asia, Turkey, etc. 
Diplomats assigned to Yemen, 
donors and other partner agencies 
continue to tap in. Business inter
ests are also among the regular 
readers. Yemeni students abroad 
as the opposition in exile have 
been kept informed through the 
Yemen Times. “It is our lifeline,” 
one said.

HONORED:
The newspaper is honored by the 
commitment of its readership 
base. A survey of our readers 
indicated that the paper’s policy 
of “calling the shots as we see 
them” has gained it the respect 
and sympathy of the Yemeni 
public.
It is often cited by the inter
national media and visiting jour
nalists and delegations as the 
most credible and reliable source 
in Yemen.
In addition, the Yemen Times 
and its chief editor were honored 

by the Washington DC-based 
International Press Club with the 
International Freedom of the 
Press Award for 1995.
The Yemen Times was also the 
main partner of the UNESCO 
and the UN in organizing the 
Arab region’s media conference 
of 1996, leading to the Sanaa 
Declaration on Independent and 
Pluralistic Media.
It also made it to the short-list of 
the UNESCO’s Guillermo Cano 
Press Freedom Award for this 
year - 1998/9.
Even though the Yemeni public 
and the international community 
express their support, the Yemeni 
authorities have not seen the 
paper’s work in the same light. 
Between 1994 and 1997, the 
chief editor of the Yemen Times 
was imprisoned seven times, 
albeit for short periods of time 
because of the public uproar. The 
editor was beat up twice. The 
paper was shut down once, and it 
was subjected to various forms of 
harassment. These included 
cutting off all communication 
lines, electric lines, tapping tele
phones, censoring mail, intimida
tion, name calling, accusations 
ranging from national and high 
treason to being agents of the 
USA, Europe, Saudi Arabia,

Kuwait, etc...
Advertisers were discouraged 
openly, and the slate media has 
embarked on many verbal 
assaults.

THE FUTURE:
The Yemen Times after securing 
and expanding its own premises, 
now has plans for expansion on 
three fronts. These are:

1. Al-Aswaq:
The paper plans to issue an 
Arabic magazine called Al- 
Aswaq. Preparations for this are 
in full progress.
Al-Aswaq will focus on 
economic issues.

2. Printing Press:
The Yemen Times has started 
negotiations to purchase its own 
printing press. This is a costly 
investment, but necessary for 
continued progress. This is a 
project that will mature before 
the end of this year.

3. Yemen Times FM:
Our final investment is a radio 
station. Application has already 
been to the Minister of Informa
tion last year. He says that some 
legal adjustments need to be 
made in the laws to allow the 
private sector to own radio and 
television stations.
We hope this project will see 
light by the year 2000.

The legal and political environ
ment needs to improve steadily 
for the Yemeni media to continue 
to make progress. The obsession 
of the politicians to control every 
journalist is a danger that could 
jeopardize our democratic trans
formation and multi-party polit
ical structure.

م٢٠٠٠ عام مشكلة لمواجهة الفنية اللجنة
Yemen Y2K Committee

Invites you تدعوكم
To visit our stand No. C-4 at Al-Jazeera Information 
Technology & Communication Exhibition JITCOM 99 in 
Sana'a Expo Center between Feb. 28th & Mar. 4th, 1999.
• Do you know what is the year 2000 problem (Millennium 

Bug)?
• Is it going to touch you personally?
• Do you run or manage a high tech facility or project?
• Have you got any idea of the scope of disaster that could 

be caused by the problem?
• Did early scientists, engineers, and designers forget to 

consider such a small problem that could cause a global 
disaster?

To answer all these questions (and more), the committee is 
giving out helpful valuable information about the millennium 
bug.
In addition, the committee is conducting seminars about this 
subject by specialized and technical experts. Visit the Y2K 
committee's Stand to learn about the latest news and activities 
about the Y2K problem and to get help from committee 
members to solve your own related problems.

 المعلومات لتقنية الجزيرة معرض فى الخاص جناحها لزيارة
 من الفترة خلال صنعاء إكسبو بمركز (٩٩ جتكوم) والاتصالات

م.١٩٩٩ مارس ٤ إلى م١٩٩٩ فبراير ٢٨
 العالم يواجهها التي م٠٠٠٢ عام مشكلة ماهي تعلم هل ٠

أجمع؟
؟شخصيا عليك المشكلة هذه ستؤثر هل ٠

الحديثة؟ التكنولوجيا على تعتمد منظومة أو منشأة تدير هل ٠
المشكلة؟ هذه تسببها قد التي الخسائر حجم مدى تدرك هل ٠
 قد بسيطة مسألة والعباقرة والمهندسون العلماء أغفل هل ٠

عالمية؟ كارثة تسبب

 جتاحها خلال من اللجنة تقوم التساؤلات، هذه عن للإجابة
 بمشكلة مايسمى أو العصر مشكلة عن توعية مواد بنشر الخاص

 هذا عن خاصة علمية ندوات عقد إلى إضافة م٢ ٠٠٠ عام
 جناح بزيارة تفضلوا ومتخصصين.. فنيين قبل من الموضوع

 والإستعانة الشأن هذا في المستجدات آخر على للإطلاع اللجنة
 م٢ ٠٠٠ بعام المتعلقة مشاكلكم حل في الفنية اللجنة بأعضاء

المعرض. خلال

ANNOUNCEMENT
A UN funded program is seeking a national 
individual, organization, institution, or 
company capable of acting as local Technical 
Service Provider (LTSP) for a microcredit 
program.
The program will be implemented in Sana'a, 
Aden, and Taiz. The appropriate candidate 
should have prior experience in Microfinance 
programs. Requests for Terms of Reference 
should be addressed to:

Alexandria Business Association
Fax: 002-03 4832390

Attention Eng. Nabil El-Shami, 
Executive Director

Requests for Terms of Reference should be 
submitted prior to March 7, 1999

MAHATMA GANDHI 
INDIAN EMBASSY SCHOOL 

P. O. BOX 975, GANDHI MEMORIAL HALL 
CRATER, ADEN, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 

TEL. (02) 257245

ANNOUNCEMENT
The school invites interested parents to 
register their children for the academic 
year 1999-2000 for the classes Nursery to 
Std. V.

Registration forms & prospectus are 
available at the school's office on all 
working days between 9 am and 12 noon.

Further details available at school's office.

http://www.yementimes.com/
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NCTEVT
Successfully Concluded

The Minister

Mr. Burk

Dr. Klose

Dr. Guder

Mr. Saeed

Mr. Demetriou

Dr. Al-Mahdi

Eng. Saleh

Mr. Khan

Mr. Freund

The National Conference on Technical 
Education and Vocational Training 
was successfully concluded on 
Saturday, February 27th. The delegates 
adopted a communique - given below - 
which is expected to serve as the guide
line for future development of this 
sector.
All participants - local and foreign, 
private or government, seemed satisfied 
with the results. Hatem Bamehriz of 
Yemen Tinies talked to some of them, 
and reported as follows:

"We have been supporting the NCTEVT 
for about 20 years. Every year we train 
10-15 trainers. The idea is that they come 
after completion of our 2 years course, 
and help to improve the quality of 
teaching, and to train others because we 
can only train .a limited number in 
Germany. We have trained about 200 
trainers, with an investment of $60,000 
per trainer. Humans are the main factor 
and the real resources, that's why we give 
them great importance. At the same time 
we have German experts here to help 
develop the institutes," said Mr. Herbert 
Burk, Director of the German Foundation 
for International Development.
"This is the first time for me to see the 
result of our training in Germany. Frankly 
speaking I think the result is a little bit 
mixed. These people are good in the tech
nical field and methodology, but our 
expectation goes beyond the actual 
teaching. The fact that they have not 
passed on their knowledge and skills to 
other trainers is making us rather feel sad, 
it seems that there were no plans to utilize 
these people in order to train others. Also 
the relation between the vocational 
training and the labor market needs to be 
more organized and coordinated," said 
Mr. Burk

Dr. Reihard Klose of DES added, "Many 
of our trainees who are teaching now are 
working here in Yemen, some are in the 
ministry of labor, some with the GTZ, 
some are self-employed. The technology 
given to students in Yemen is more or less 
the basic technology. The modern 
technology  needs more, so we should rise to 
higher technological levels, in other 
words raise our technology to modern 
levels."

Dr. Michael Guder. Government Advisor 
on Vocational Training Sector, German 
Development Cooperation, indicated, 
"During the period of 20 years, the 
German Government financed many 
activities in vocational training in Yemen. 
These include the VTCs in Sanaa and 
Aden. It also provided assistance to the 
Ministry of Labor and GAVTT. Also 
many trainers were trained in Germany. 
We now have some new ideas like the 
promotion of small and medium size 
enterprises," said Dr. Michael Guder

Mr. Rainer Freund, Head of the Technical 
Advisory Office of the European Com
mission in Sanaa, said, "The vocational 
training systems in Yemen are at cross
roads. Previously, not everything was 
done right, and resources might not have 
been adequately used to qualify people 
that are really needed by the market. I 
think the current government and Minister 
Al-Tayab have recognized the need to 
change that. He involves the most impor
tant employers in revamping the system. 
We do have some instruments with 
employers participation, like the Skill 
Development Fund, where private 
employers co-finance special vocational 
training forces, and they will contribute to 
more efficiency in more market orienta
tion of the system, and this is a very 
important step forward."
Mr. Freund went on to say, "We are 
trying to focus on areas where we can 
have a quick impact, like tourism. We are 
focusing on training in tourism, hotel 
business, catering, and oil and gas 
services, etc. Oil and gas is the most 
important sector of the economy in terms 
of foreign exchange earnings, and also in 
terms of employment.”

The World Bank participants 
also expressed enthusiasm. Mr. 
Vasilios Demetriou is the Task 
Manager for the on going 
vocational and technical edu
cation project in Yemen,. He is 
also the Senior Implementation 
Specialist, Human Develop
ment Group for the Middle 
East and North Africa at the 
World Bank. Of the vocational 
training effort, he said, "We 
have $ 24 million dollar credit 
for this project. We are now in 
our second year of imple
mentation, we are steadily 
making progress. In collabora
tion with the ILO, we are con
solidating the existing system 
which is in a very bad state in 
terms of physical, and educa
tional aspects such as the 
material and linkage with the 
labor market," Vasilios con
cluded.
Another World Bank official, 
Mr. Qaiser Khan, who is based 
in Sanaa, added, "We provide 
the technical inputs by com
menting on the plans, pro
viding global prospective, and 
giving financial support.
"The major problem in Yemen is the lack 
of economic growth in the first place. 
Economic growth is slow. The falling oil 
prices made it worst. Unless economic 
growth takes up, whatever else you do 
will never work out." he explained.

Engineer Abdel-Basit Saleh, a curriculum 
development specialist working in Yemen 
for the last six months in a project funded 
by the World Bank, noted, “The project 
aims to develop curricula for short term 
training courses in different occupations, 
mainly in the mechanical, electrical elec
tronic, and construction fields. Later on, 
the Yemen authorities added tourism, 
agriculture, and other fields.”
"The old curricula related to the above 
occupations have a lot of deficiencies. 
First, there was no clear policy or basics 
according to which curricula are devel
oped. Second, the contents of these cur
ricula are very poor, by mainly empha
sizing on the syllabus. Third, there is no 
mechanism to introduce change in the old 
curricula," Mr. Saleh explained.

Dr. Naji Al-Mahdi is the Director of 
Bahrain Training Institute and Advisor to 
the High Council for Vocational Training 
in Bahrain. Here is what he had to say: 
"Vocational training is the same all over 
the world, because at the end of the day 
what you are trying to achieve is to impart 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to indi
viduals. The main differences between 
Yemen and Bahrain is the economic char
acteristic and the social conditions. You 
will find that in Bahrain, there will be 
need to certain skills, which might not be 
relevant in Yemen. The differences are 
also in the interactions and linkage 
between the educational system, training 
programs, and employment opportunities. 
Yet, in a way, I think we all face similar 
problems. That is because with our 
limited resources, we have to try and get 
maximum efficiency and .effectiveness 
within the framework of our systems, and 
make the system as relevant as possible to 
the needs of our societies and industries," 
said Dr. Naji.

Mohammed Abdo Saeed, a well-known 
businessman and Chairman of the Social 
Development Fund, agrees. "Markets 
change faster than everything else, so our 
job is to catch up with market needs by 
producing relevant skills. The catch word 
is employable skills. We have to make 
sure that the graduates of our educational 
and training programs possess qual
ifications that are relevant to the market,” 
he disclosed.
In commenting about the conference and 
the experiences of other nations, he 
added, “Of course, it is important to learn 
from the experiences of other countries.’ 
We do not have the luxury of trying to re

invent the wheel. Therefore, we have to find our 
own solutions. You see, you and I have different 
sizes. If you wear my suit, or I try wearing yours, 
we will feel awkward.”
But his harshest comments were about the meaning 
of an expanded training program when thee is no 
economic growth. “The fact that the private sector 
is involved in the training is fine and good. The fact 
that training is oriented towards market needs is 
also fine and good. But what is the point of all of 
this, and the purpose of graduating young skilled 
people if there is not new investment and no 
adequate growth in the economy. The starting point 
in all of this exercise is strong economic growth,” 
said the keen-eyed businessman.

The final words went to Eng. Mohammed Al- 
Tayeb, Minister of Labor and Vocational Training. 
"Yemen is a developing country, and we need well 
trained people in all fields - agriculture, oil, tourism, 
industry, services etc. We need to grow in all these

fields in a scientific, and well designed manner. We 
will try not to leave room for failure or accidents," 
he said. "The government has made vocational 
training and human development its priority 
concern. We can see this through the many relevant 
political decrees, and sincere efforts they put into 
organizing this and other conferences. You can see 
the number of ministers and other senior officials 
who have actively participated with us over five 
days. We are trying to pin down the mistakes of the 
past, and then find solutions. I am full of confidence 
that the government will try to implement all the 
recommendations of this conference," he added.
On the issue of the place of women in vocational 
training, he indicated, “Unfortunately, our society 
looks down on women. It is not impartial. But 
social and economic changes now force both men 
and women to change their attitudes. This fact 
compels our society to accept that women work. We 
took this into consideration and we have created 
many training opportunities for women."

The Final Communique of the Conference:
The conference has reached the following recommendations as a basis for developing a national 
strategy for this sector with the purpose of optimal exploitation of its human resources in meeting 
market demand. But, first, the following needs have to be addressed:

1. There is need for a comprehensive macro-planning for manpower development in order to 
maximize return based on market demand.
2. There is need for putting together comprehensive educational policies in general, and for tech
nical and vocational training in particular. Such policies must take into consideration people’s 
skills and inclinations, and at the same time the overall needs of Yemen’s development process.
3. There is need for mobilizing funding for educational and training financing and investment, at 
the local and international levels.

Addressing those needs requires focus on the following priorities:
1. The establishment of a supreme council to plan manpower development whether in education in 
general or in technical/vocational training. Such a council should include in its membership private 
businesses and other relevant parties.
2. To revise employment and remuneration policies in order to encourage enrollment in technical 
and vocational training.
3. To re-structure the vocational/technical training program into a more wholesome pattern, and to 
provide adequate financing and other resources to increase its absorptive capacity through coop
eration with Arab and international partners.
4. To put together flexible mechanisms to develop and change curricula to adapt to changing 
market needs and technological progress.
5. To develop information as relevant to market conditions and technical/vocational training.
6. To diversify types and patterns of vocational/technical training to meet localized economic 
needs.
7. To expand the role and participation of the private sector in planning and executing vocational 
and technical education and on the job training.
8. To develop the regulations and procedures of the National Fund for Financing Technical/ 
Vocational Training to maximize returns.
9. To set up a promotional hierarchy in technical training compatible with the educational pyramid 
to encourage its members towards self-development.
10. To pay adequate attention to the teachers and trainers and to continue training them through 
periodic upgrading and by adjusting their remuneration.
11. To initiate programs for training for employment of the private sector, as well as for small 
enterprises. Relations on small and medium scale enterprises and the institutions of vocational and 
training must be strengthened.
12. To prepare and execute a national plan to guide the students, trainees and their families, and 
those in search of employment.
13. To introduce a system that will allow trainees in vocational/technical training to continue with 
their education in the various educational opportunities.
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Concern Regarding Respect for Human Rights
The Republic of Yemen, comprising the former (northern) Yemen Arab 
Republic (YAR) and (southern) People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, 
was proclaimed in 1990 ....

The Government's human rights record continued to be poor, although it 
took some steps to address human rights problems. There are significant 
limitations on citizens' rights to change their government. There were 
instances of extrajudicial killing by some members of the security forces. 
There was compelling evidence that at least one person died in the custody 
of the security forces, and the Government has not yet made a credible 
effort to investigate the death. Following the Government's lifting of sub
sidies on certain commodities, an estimated 50 to 250 persons, at least 40 of 
whom were security officials, died in clashes in late June and early July 
between the authorities and armed civilians.

Prison conditions are poor and some detainees were held in private prisons 
not authorized by the Government. Some members of the security forces 
tortured and otherwise abused persons, and continued arbitrarily to arrest 
and to detain citizens, especially oppositionists in the south and other 
persons regarded as "secessionists." PSO officers have broad discretion 
over perceived national security issues. Despite constitutional constraints, 
they routinely monitor citizens' activities and search their homes, detain 
citizens for questioning, and mistreat detainees. In fact, security forces 
sometimes countermanded orders from the President and the Interior 
Ministry. In general, the Government failed to hold members of the security 
forces accountable for abuses, although it did undertake to investigate three 
security officers who allegedly tortured a witness in a court case. Prolonged 
pre-trial detention is a serious problem, and judicial corruption, inef
ficiency, and executive interference undermine due process.
The Government began to implement a comprehensive program for judicial 
reform, but its impact is not yet clear. The Constitution limits freedom of 
speech and of the press, and the Government occasionally harassed, intim
idated, and detained journalists. Journalists practice self-censorship. The 
Government imposes some restrictions on freedom of religion. There were 
some limits of freedom of movement. Discrimination based on sex, race, 
disability, social status, and to a lesser extent, religion, exists. Violence 
against women is a problem. Female genital mutilation is practiced on a 
limited scale, primarily along the coastal areas of the Red Sea. Although the 
practice is discouraged publicly, the authorities do not prohibit it. Child 
labor is a problem.

At the invitation of the authorities, delegations from the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission (UNHRC), Amnesty International (AI), and Prison 
Reform International (PRI) visited Yemen during the year to observe the 
human rights situation and make recommendations. The Government 
agreed to implement a program recommended by the PRI that consists 
mainly of technical training for prison officials. The Government also 
began to implement a comprehensive program for judicial reform. The 
Government codified penalties for the perpetrators of kidnappings and imple
mented regulations designed to minimize the carrying of unlicensed 
weapons in cities.

A campaign of bombings — the devices sometimes were little more than 
noise bombs— continued throughout the year, particularly in the southern 
governorates. The bombs caused a number of deaths, but damage to 
property was limited, and the perpetrators of and motives for the bombings 
remain unknown.

A. POLITICAL & OTHER EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS:
There was credible evidence that security forces killed a prisoner in deten
tion in late 1997 or early 1998. Wadia al-Shaibani, a 22-year-old arrested in 
connection with the July 1997 bombings in Aden, apparently died after suf
fering a beating at the Soleyban police facility in Aden. Government author
ities declined to investigate; they claimed that al-Shaibani committed 
suicide.
Faraj Bin Hammam, age 40, and Ahmad Omar Ba Rajash, age 42, died 
during an April demonstration in Mukallah that turned violent. Dem
onstrators claimed that police and security officials opened fire without 
provocation. The authorities claimed that the demonstrators themselves had 
thrown rocks and shot at security officials. Two parliamentary delegations 
came to differing assessments as to who was al fault.
In May Mohamed Thabit al-Zubeidi, a resident of al-Dhala, was shot and 
killed by security forces as he crossed a checkpoint in that town. His com
panions returned fire, killing three soldiers.
Police killed three tribal sheikhs at a checkpoint in Jawf in August.
An estimated 50 to 250 persons, including at least 40 security officials, died 
when demonstrations led to clashes between the authorities and armed civil
ians during late June and early July in some cities as well as in Marib gov
ernorate. The overwhelming majority of casualties occurred in Marib. The 
clashes in the cities initially were sparked by the Government's lifting of 
subsidies on certain commodities; political opponents of the Government 
apparently took advantage of the situation to encourage the demonstrations. 
Occasionally violent demonstrations, usually lasting not more than a day or 
two, occurred in Sana'a and other areas, including Taiz, Ibb, and Dhamar. 
Protests took the form of looting, vandalism and armed clashes between 
demonstrators and security officials. Military and riot police were dis
patched to the streets in some cities.
In the wake of the initial clashes in the cities, heavy and more prolonged 
fighting broke out in Marib governorate, where confrontations took place 
between government forces in tanks and tribal nomads with antipersonnel 
and antitank rocket-propelled grenades (RPG's). A nomad settlement report
edly was destroyed by government helicopter gunships. Tribesmen cut off 
key highways and sabotaged oil pipelines and fuel trucks, A group of 
tribesmen stormed a bank in the town of Marib. Tribesmen also blocked the 
Saada-Sana'a road and several roads in Shabwa governorate. Scattered fire
fights took place throughout Shabwa and Jawf governorates. The conflicts 
in tribal areas stemmed from a variety of factors, including reaction to the 
price hikes and demands for government services, as well as opposition to 
government efforts to crack down on illegal tribal activities. Both the 
security forces and the tribes suffered heavy casualties.
On December 28, a group of 16 Western tourists was kidnaped by terrorists 
in Abyan governorate near Mudiyah. The next day, Government forces sur
rounded the area and attempted a rescue operation. Four of the hostages and 
three of the terrorists were killed. There were varying reports as to whether 
the government forces killed any of the hostages. The Government has 
staled that its decision to intervene was based on its belief that the hostages' 
lives were in immediate danger. Three surviving terrorists were charged 
with murder, and their trial was to begin in early 1999.
The 1996 case of a YSP activist who died in police custody remained unre

solved. The youth had been arrested following his participation in a 
peaceful demonstration in Mukallah. No member of the security forces has 
been charged in connection with his death.
Up to 20 persons were killed in a series of violent incidents--unexplaincd 
bombings and shootings—that occurred throughout the year, primarily in the 
southern governorates. Of these, eight died in three separate mosque 
bombings in Aden, Sana'a, and Hodeidah. In most cases it was impossible 
to determine who was responsible for such acts, or why they occurred, and 
there were no claims of responsibility. The Government accused southern 
oppositionists of perpetrating some incidents, but the opposition denied any 
involvement. Some cases appeared to have criminal, religious, or political 
motives; others appeared to be cases of tribal revenge or land disputes. A 
prominent tribal figure and his 13-year-old nephew were killed in 
downtown Sana'a in late October in what appeared to be a tribal revenge 
killing. In June the President established a committee to study the phe
nomenon of revenge killings and to make recommendations on how to 
combat that problem. News reports and official discussions on the subject 
were continuing at year's end.

B. DISAPPEARANCE
Members of the security forces continue to arrest and detain citizens for 
varying periods of time without charge or notification to their families. 
Many detainees, especially in southern governorates, are associated with 
the YSP or other opposition parties and are accused of being "seces
sionists." Most such disappearances are temporary, and detainees typically 
are released within weeks or months.
Following an April opposition demonstration in Mukallah in which two 
persons were killed (see Section l.a.), the authorities rounded up and 
detained a large number of demonstrators. The security forces released 14 
of the detainees in late May. However, at year's end, oppositionists in 
Mukallah claimed that a number of persons remained unaccounted for, 
including Hassan Baoum, the leader of the YSP in Hadhramaut and head of 
the opposition Coordination Council. The Government stated that it was not 
holding anyone except those charged with crimes, and asserted that Baoum 
is in hiding.
In late October, the Hadhramaut Primary Court announced that a trial 
would begin in the case of Baoum and other oppositionists charged in con
nection with the April demonstration in Mukallah. However, the Governor 
of Hadhramaut subsequently announced that this case would not be pursued 
if Baoum were to turn himself over to the authorities peacefully.

At the invitation of the authorities, delegations from the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission and Amnesty International visited the country to inves
tigate the whereabouts of persons who have "disappeared" in custody since 
unification. The UNHRC and AI had not yet released reports on their 
findings by year's end. In 1997 the Government had promised AI that it 
would look into 28 cases of persons who died after they reportedly "dis
appeared" while in government custody in the years 1994-96. Both the U.N. 
Committee on Disappearances and AI also continued to allege that there 
were hundreds of unresolved disappearances dating from the pre-union 
period in the former PDRY, particularly from the 1986 civil war in the 
PDRY. The Government asserts that it cannot be held responsible for cases 
that took place in the former PDRY prior to unity; however, it has set up a 
computer database in the Ministry of Foreign Relations to track dis
appearances, including those dating from the pre-unity period.
Some tribes, seek to bring their political and economic concerns to the atten
tion of the Government by kidnaping and holding hostages. Victims include 
foreign businessmen, diplomats, and tourists, as well as Yemenis. Several 
women and at least one child were kidnaped during the year. The legal 
magazine al-Qistas, in a study that it conducted on 159 kidnappings per
petrated since unity, found that Sana'a, Marib and Shabwa are the areas 
where a foreigner is most likely to be kidnapped. Kidnapping victims rarely 
are injured, and the authorities generally have been successful in obtaining 
the quick release of foreign hostages. However, kidnaping continue 
because the judiciary fails to implement sentences against accused kid
nappers. Moreover, some families linked to various kidnapings also are 
politically or tribally prominent or have links with such tribes. In most 
cases the kidnappings are settled out of court, with no suspects facing 
trial.
In August the Government issued by presidential decree a law that stip
ulated severe punishments up to and including capital punishment for 
persons involved in kidnaping and banditry. Persons charged with helping a 
foreign state or gang in a kidnapping or theft by force face sentences of 10 
to 15 years, subject to doubling if the instigators are military officers or oth
erwise employed by the state.
In late December, three persons arrested after the December 28 terrorist 
incident in Muodiyah were charged with abduction and murder; their trial 
was to begin in early 1999 (see Section La.).

C. TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN, OR DEGRADING 
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT
The Constitution is ambiguous on its prohibition of cruel or inhuman pun
ishment; however, there were numerous reports that members of the 
security forces tortured and otherwise abused persons in detention, 
particularly in Aden and elsewhere in the south. Arresting authorities are 
known to use force during interrogations, especially against those arrested 
for violent crimes. Detainees sometimes are confined in leg-irons and 
shackles, despite the passage of a law during the year outlawing this 
practice.
Several individuals on trial in Aden in connection with a series of bombings 
in 1997 testified publicly that they had been tortured. One defendant 
claimed that he had been raped in custody. At least one other person 
arrested in connection with the same bombings died as a result of beatings 
inflicted by security officials. According to eyewitnesses who also claimed 
to have been tortured, Wadia al-Shaibani was first beaten in a criminal 
security office in Aden, then transferred to the Soleyban police facility, 
were he was tortured to death. No charges have been filed.

In a related case in which 31 persons were accused of conspiracy in Mahara 
governorate in 1997, several of the suspects claimed that they had con
fessed only because they had been tortured. Defense attorneys asserted the 
existence of films that would prove their clients' allegations that they had 
been beaten, and asked the judge to view the films. The judge overruled this 
request. In late October, the court sentenced three of the defendants to 
death, found one innocent, and sentenced the others to jail for periods 
ranging from 6 to 10 years.
There was credible information that in February officers of the Rawdah 
police station assaulted Mohamed Noman Muqbil, an Adeni human rights 
activist and oppositionist.

During an April demonstration in Mukallah in which two persons died, 
police and security officials used tear gas to break up the crowd. Some 
persons reported that that they were treated roughly by officials. The Gov
ernment claimed that the demonstrators had fired on their forces and there
fore had to be subdued.
The Government has acknowledged publicly that torture takes place, but 
has claimed that the use of torture is not government policy. A government 
prosecutor has cited illiteracy and lack of training among police and 
security officials as one of the reasons for the persistence of the use of 
undue force in prisons. It appears that at least some cases of torture by 
security officials have been referred to the courts. In late November, the 
newly-appointed Attorney General ordered that three officers from the 
criminal investigation department be detained and investigated in connec
tion with the use of torture of a witness in a family dispute case.
The three officers included the head of the antiterrorism unit within the 
Interior Ministry. This officer also had been implicated in the abuse of 
defendants in the Aden bombing case.

The Constitution may be interpreted as permitting amputations in accor
dance with Shari'a. There have been no reports of amputations since 1991. 
However, a small number of persons who have been found guilty of theft 
and sentenced to amputation remain in jail awaiting the implementation of 
their sentences. The Shari'a-based law permits physical punishment such as 
flogging for minor crimes (e.g., the penalty for the consumption of alcohol 
is 80 lashes). The law also provides for the ritual display in public of the 
bodies of executed criminals. The ostensible purpose of this practice is to 
demonstrate to the families of victims that justice has been done and to 
prevent blood feuds between tribes.

Prison conditions are poor and do not meet internationally recognized 
minimum standards. Prisons are overcrowded, sanitary conditions are poor, 
and food and health care are inadequate. Inmates must depend on relatives 
for food and medicine. Many inmates lack mattresses or bedding. Prison 
authorities often exact money from prisoners and refuse to release prisoners 
until family members pay a bribe. Tribal leaders misuse the prison system 
by placing "problem" tribesmen in jail, either to punish them for non
criminal indiscretions or to protect them from retaliation or violence moti
vated by revenge. Refugees, persons with mental problems, and illegal 
immigrants sometimes are arrested without charge and placed in prisons 
alongside criminals. The newspaper al-Ayyam reported that two mentally 
disabled persons were arrested and imprisoned in the central security prison 
in al-Dhala following armed confrontations between authorities and civil
ians in May and June (see Section l.a.). According to a local human rights 
organization, many instances of torture have taken place at Amran prison.

Conditions are equally poor in women's prisons, where children are likely to 
be incarcerated along with their mothers. By custom and preference, babies 
bom in prison generally remain in prison with their mothers. Female pris
oners regularly are held in jail past the expiration of their sentences, and are 
not released until a male relative arranges their release. Female prisoners 
sometimes are subject to sexual harassment and violent interrogation by 
male police and prison officials. In September the Government permitted a 
delegation from AI to visit the central prison in Taiz, specifically to check 
on the condition of female prisoners in that facility. The Government also 
cooperated with Prison Reform International, which visited many of the 
country's main prisons and designed a program to train prison and security 
officials.

The Government tightly controls access to detention facilities by non
governmental organizations (NGO's), although it sometimes permits local 
and international human rights monitors access to persons accused of 
crimes. However, the Government does not permit access to political pris
oners.
The Human Rights Committee of the Consultative Council (an advisory 
board to the President) continued to conduct spot checks of prisons and to 
arrange for the expeditious release of persons held improperly. The Com
mittee also investigated the death of Wadia al-Shaibani, a youth who appar
ently was beaten to death while in an Aden jail (see Section l.a.). However, 
the Committee was unable to persuade the authorities to investigate the 
death or to bring charges against security officials.

D. ARBITRARY ARREST, DETENTION, OR EXILE:
The law provides due process safeguards; however, security forces arbi
trarily arrest and detain persons. Enforcement of the law is irregular and in 
some cases nonexistent, particularly in cases involving security offenses. 
According to the law, detainees must be arraigned within 24 hours of arrest 
or be released. The judge or prosecuting attorney must inform the accused 
of the basis for the arrest and decide whether detention is required. In no 
case may a detainee be held longer than 7 days without a court order. 
Despite these constitutional and other legal provisions, arbitrary arrest and 
prolonged detention without charge are common practices.

The law provides detainees with the right to inform their families of their 
arrests and to decline to answer questions without an attorney present. There 
are provisions for bail. In practice, many authorities abide by these pro
visions only if bribed. The majority of those detained in late 1997 in con
nection with the Aden bombings (see Section l.e.) were not permitted 
contact with their families or lawyers until many months after their arrest. 
The trial of 27 of these persons concluded in October, although, according 
to the law, the violation of the right to counsel should have suspended the 
case.
Citizens in southern governorates regularly complained that security offi
cials did not observe due process procedures when arresting and detaining 
suspects, particularly those accused of involvement in the various bombings 
and explosions that continued to occur in the south during the year. Security 
forces sometimes detained demonstrators (see Section 2.b.).

In April the Rabeta Party reported that one of its officials, Mohsen Zein 
Hussein, was arrested by the PSO in Lahaj without a warrant and incarcer
ated in Sabr prison. Hussein was released 22 days later without being 
charged with a crime. He said that he had been circulating a petition calling 
for national reconciliation when the authorities detained him. In June the 
director of Central Security in Aden released five persons arrested in con
nection with the 1997 bombings in that city. The official apologized to the 
men, who had been incarcerated for 4 months, for having imprisoned them 
"in error."
In February Mohamed Neman Muqbil, a human rights activist and opposi
tionist, was arrested without a warrant, and later was released without being 

charged. According to reliable reports, he apparently was beaten during his 
detention in Rawdah police station in Aden.
In cases where a criminal suspect is at large, security forces sometimes 
detain a relative while the suspect is being sought. The detention may 
continue while the concerned families negotiate compensation for the 
alleged wrongdoing. Arbitration, rather than the court system, commonly is 
used to settle cases.

The Government has failed to ensure that detainees and prisoners are incar
cerated only in authorized detention facilities. The Ministry of Interior and 
the PSO operate extrajudicial detention facilities. A large percentage of the 
total prison population consists of pretrial detainees. Thousands of persons 
have been imprisoned for years without documentation concerning charges 
against them, their trials, or their sentences. Local and international human 
rights organizations believe that at least some of these persons are political 
detainees.
While a few cases of those being held without charge have been redressed 
through the efforts of local human rights groups (and a few illegally 
detained prisoners released), the authorities have done nothing to inves
tigate or resolve these cases.
Unauthorized, private prisons also exist in tribal areas, where the Govern
ment exercises very little authority. Persons detained in these prisons often 
are held for strictly personal reasons and without trial or sentencing.
The Government does not use forced exile. However, at the end of the 1994 
civil war, the Government denied amnesty to the 16 most senior leaders of 
the secessionist Democratic Republic of Yemen (DRY) who fled abroad. 
Although they were not forced into exile, they are subject to arrest if they 
return. The trial of the so-called " 16" concluded in March.

E. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL
Although the Constitution provides for an "autonomous" judiciary and inde
pendent judges, the judiciary is not fully independent. Judges are appointed 
by the executive branch, and some have been reassigned or removed from 
office following rulings against the Government. Many litigant maintain, 
and the Government acknowledges, that a judge's social ties and sus
ceptibility to bribery sometimes have greater influence on the verdict than 
the law or the facts of the case. Many judges are poorly trained, and some 
closely associated with the Government often render decisions favorable to 
it. The judiciary is hampered further by the Government's frequent reluc
tance to implement sentences.

In June the Government announced a reform of the judiciary that included 
the dismissal of several judges alleged to have been corrupt, incompetent, 
or both, and the appointment of new, and reportedly more competent, 
judges. In July the Government cut the size of the Supreme Court from 
more than 90 judges to approximately 40. This reduction followed several 
months of internal debate over how to proceed with the Government's 
judicial reform program, approved by ministerial decree in late 1997. The 
comprehensive reform program envisions improving the operational effi
ciency and statutory independence of the judiciary by putting reform
minded personnel into the courts; forming an inter-ministerial council to 

■ oversee the reform project; publishing a judicial code of ethics; and making 
the Supreme Court smaller, more efficient, and less corrupt. Foreign donors 
have offered to provide assistance to the Government in implementing 
judicial reform. The reform program's impact is not yet clear.

There are five types of courts: criminal, civil (e.g. divorce and inheritance), 
administrative, commercial, and military. All courts are governed by Shari'a 
(Islamic law). There are no jury trials under Shari'a. Criminal cases are 
adjudicated by a judge who plays an active role in questioning witnesses 
and the accused. By law, the Government must provide attorneys for 
indigent defendants. In practice, however, this never occurs; neither the 
Criminal Code nor the judicial budget allows for defense attorneys. Law 
prosecutors are a part of the judiciary and independent of the Government. 
In practice, however, prosecutors look upon themselves as an extension of 
the police. They do not receive the normal judicial training that judges do, 
nor do they take seriously their legal obligation to penalize police who 
delay reporting arrests and detentions.
Defense attorneys are allowed to counsel their clients, address the court, 
and examine witnesses. Defendants, including those in commercial courts, 
have the right to appeal their sentences. Trials are public. However, all 
courts may conduct closed sessions "for reasons of public security or 
morals." Foreign litigants in commercial disputes have complained of 
biased rulings. However, some foreign companies have reported winning 
cases against local defendants and seeing the decisions enforced.

The law permits, in addition to regular courts, a system of tribal adjudica
tion. The results of such mediation carry the same weight as court judg
ments. This provision of law explains in part why so many persons who 
spend time in jail are never actually charged with any crime.
Prior to unification, approximately half of the judges working in southern 
Yemen were women. However, after the civil war of 1994, fundamentalist 
leaders of the judiciary reassigned many southern female judges to admin
istrative or clerical duties. Although a few female judges continue to 
practice in Aden, there are no female judges in northern courts.

A trial continued throughout most of the year for a total of 27 suspects 
charged with conspiracy, espionage, and other crimes related to a series of 
bombings in Aden in 1997. The trial did not meet minimum international 
standards for due process. Many of the defendants' confessions apparently 
were coerced, and the defendants were not permitted to see their lawyers 
until after the trials began and other defendants already had testified. In late 
October, the court sentenced the main suspect, a Spanish-Syrian national, to 
death. Five persons were found innocent, 16 received prison sentences of 
from 1 to 3 years, and the rest were released after the judge ruled that they 
already had served enough time in jail. The Spanish Government and the 
European Union have asked the Government not to implement the death 
sentence against the Spanish-Syrian defendant.
The trial of another 31 persons accused of conspiracy against officials in 
Mahara governorate in 1997 also continued throughout the year in a Sana'a 
court. Several of the suspects claimed that they had confessed only because 
they had been tortured. The judge overruled a defense request to review 
evidence of torture. In late October, the court sentenced three of the defen
dants to death, found one innocent, and sentenced the others to jail for 
periods ranging from 6 to 10 years. The security services made several 
arrests, brought charges, and put on trial a number of persons alleged to be 
linked to various shootings, explosions, bombings, and other acts of 
violence that continued to plague the southern governorates throughout the 
year. Citizens and human rights groups alleged frequently that the judiciary 

was not observing due process standards in these cases.

The Government claims that it holds no political prisoners, and releases no 
data on such cases. However, this claim is disputed by local and inter
national human rights groups, which report that various political prisoners 
were convicted after unfair trials.

At the end of the 1994 civil war, the President pardoned nearly all had who 
fought against the central Government, including military personnel and 
most leaders of the unrecognized DRY. The Government denied this 
amnesty to the 16 most senior leaders of the DRY (one of whom is now 
presumed dead), who fled abroad and who are subject to arrest if they 
return. In 1997 and 1998 the so-called "16" were tried in absentia on various 
charges including forming a secessionist government, conspiracy, and 
forming a separate military. All but two were found guilty, and in March a 
judge sentenced five of the defendants to death and three to 10 years in jail. 
Six persons received suspended sentences, and two were acquitted. Many 
opposition figures have urged the President to issue an amnesty for those 
receiving sentences, in the interest of promoting reconciliation between 
north and south. The President has stated that it is up to the judicial system 
to pass judgment. Defense attorneys have appealed to a higher court.

F. ARBITRARY INTERFERENCE WITH PRIVACY, FAMILY, 
HOME, OR CORRESPONDENCE:
Despite constitutional provisions against government interference with 
privacy, security forces routinely search homes and private offices, monitor 
telephones, read personal mail, and otherwise intrude into personal matters 
for alleged security reasons. Such activities are conducted without legally 
issued warrants or judicial supervision. Security forces regularly monitor 
telephone conversations and interfere with the telephone service of govern
ment critics and opponents. Security forces sometimes detain relatives of 
suspects.
The law prevents arrests between the hours of sundown and dawn. 
However, persons suspected of crimes sometimes are taken from their 
homes in the middle of the night, without search warrants.

Jews traditionally face social (but not legal) restrictions on their residence 
and their employment. According to a 1995 Ministry of Interior regulation, 
no citizen may marry a foreigner without Interior Ministry permission. This 
regulation does not carry the force of law, and appears to be irregularly 
enforced. However, human rights groups have raised concerns about the 
regulation.

G. FREEDOM OF SPEECH & PRESS:
The Constitution restricts the freedom of speech and of the press "within the 
limits of the law." Allhough most citizens are uninhibited in their private 
discussions of domestic and foreign policies, some are cautious in public, 
fearing harassment for criticism of the Government. The Press Law crim
inalizes "the humiliation of the State, the Cabinet, or parliamentary institu
tions," and the publication of "false information" that "threatens public 
order or the public interest." The Government influences the media and 
limits press freedom. Some security officials attempt to influence press 
coverage by threatening, harassing, and detaining journalists.

The relative freedom of the press permitted between unification (1990) and 
the civil war (1994) has not been reestablished. An atmosphere of govern
ment pressure on independent and political party journals continues that was 
not present before the civil war. The international human rights group, the 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), criticized the Government for 
restrictions, harassment, and arbitrary detention directed at journalists.

The Ministry of Information influences the media by its control of most 
printing presses, by subsidies to certain newspapers, and by its ownership of 
the country's sole television and radio outlets. Only one newspaper, the 
twice-weekly Aden independent Al-Ayyam, owns its own press. The Gov
ernment selects the items to be covered in news broadcasts, and does not 
permit broadcast reporting critical of the Government. Televised debates in 
the Parliament are edited to delete such criticism.

After more than 7 years, the Government implemented regulations for the 
1990 Press Law. The new regulations specify, among other things, that 
newspapers must apply annually to the Government for licensing renewal, 
and that they must show continuing evidence of about $5,000 (700,000 
Yemeni riyals) in operating capital. Some journalists welcomed the new 
regulations, saying that they were long overdue. Others claimed that the reg
ulations are designed to drive some opposition papers out of business.
Al-Ayyam reported that the Government was using the new regulations to 
deny it a license to publish a newspaper about sports, even though the news
paper claimed to have complied with the requirements of the law.

Although newspapers are allowed to criticize the Government, journalists 
sometimes censor themselves, especially when writing on such sensitive 
issues as government policies toward the southern governorates, relations 
with Saudi Arabia and other foreign governments, or official corruption. 
The penalties for exceeding these self-imposed limits can be arrest for libel, 
dismissal from employment, or extralegal harassment. Some journalists 
reported being threatened by security officials to change the tone and sub
stance of their reporting. Journalists must have a permit to travel abroad, 
although enforcement of this restriction is irregular.

In January author and journalist Ali Abdullah al-Kutheri and Mohsen al- 
Amoudi, both officials of the Rabeta party, were arrested at Rayan airport 
near Mukallah when they attempted to board a flight to Saudi Arabia. Their 
passports were confiscated temporarily. Abdulrahman Ali Khubara, an 
Aden-based journalist, was held for questioning by the authorities following 
an August trip to Cairo.
In March the Sana'a prosecutor responsible for press matters brought a case 
against al-Thawri, the newspaper of the Socialist Party, for articles crit
icizing the Government. Three al-Thawri journalists reported being inter
rogated at length by the prosecutor's office. The case was still under review 
at year's end.
In May three journalists from the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
were arrested after they traveled to a tribal area that the Government con
sidered unsafe. The BBC crew claimed that it had prior government per
mission to visit the area, but the authorities disputed this. Eventually the 
journalists were put on trial, but the judge dropped the case within 24 hours.

In June security officials ordered the newspaper al-Ayyam, which had been 
covering the Aden bombing trial on a regular basis, to cease publishing any 

news relating to that case. The Government also prohibited the local cor
respondent from the Qatar-based Jazeera television channel from trans
mitting footage of the trial. The Government claimed that reporting on the 
case would violate the press and national security laws.

The Government, purportedly to avoid inflaming the situation further 
withheld film footage taken during riots that took place in Sana'a and other 
cities in late June, The correspondent for the Qatar-based al-Jazeera tele
vision channel reported that his film was confiscated by security officials. 
However, the Government allowed televised coverage of the Parliament's 
criticism the Government's handling of the crisis. The Ministry of Informa
tion later referred five unnamed newspapers to the courts.

In July government officials called in journalists working for foreign media 
outlets and wanted them about publishing news involving national security 
matters.
No judgment has yet been rendered in the Government's case against the 
newspaper al-Shoura, which dates to 1995. The case involved two journal
ists for the newspaper who had been found guilty of slander and character 
assassination against an important sheikh, a leader of the Isiah Party. The 
judge ordered that the newspaper be shut down, and that the journalists be 
flogged 80 lashes, stopped from working for one year, and fined 100,00 
riyals ($800). The Ministry of Justice suspended this judgment while 
reviewing its conformity with law and judicial procedure. Meanwhile, al- 
Shoura continues to operate.

In September a judge issued a ruling against Muhammad al-Saqqaf, a jour
nalist and former university law professor accused of writing articles critical 
of the Government in the weekly Government-controlled newspaper al- 
Wahda in 1996. Specifically, al-Saqqaf had questioned the Government's 
handling of preparations for the 1997 election. The judge ordered both al- 
Saqqaf and the newspaper to each pay a fine of approximately $35,000 (5 
million riyals). Al-Saqqaf also was ordered to apologize to the Supreme 
Elections Committee.
In November the Special Media Court filed a case against Abdul Aziz al- 
Saqqaf, the editor of the English-language weekly Yemen Times, for pub
lishing a story questioning the disposition of government profits from oil 
exports.

Customs officials confiscate foreign publications regarded as pornographic 
or objectionable because of religious or political content. The Ministry of 
Information routinely delayed the distribution of international Arabic- 
language dailies such as al-Hayat and al-Sharq al-Awsat in an apparent 
effort to decrease their sales in the country.

An author must obtain a permit from the Ministry of Culture to publish a 
book. Most books are approved, but the process is time-consuming for the 
author. The author must submit copies of the book to the Ministry. Officials 
at the National Library must read and endorse the text. It is then submitted 
to a special committee for final approval. If a book is not deemed appro
priate for publication, the Ministry simply does not issue a decision. Pub
lishers do not usually deal with an author who has not yet obtained the 
permit.

Academic freedom is somewhat restricted by the extreme politicization of 
university campuses. A majority of professors and students align themselves 
with either the ruling GPC party or the opposition Islaah Party. Each group 
closely monitors the activities of the other. In contrast to past years, there 
were no reports during the year of Islaah members harassing students and 
professors. Top administrative positions usually are awarded to political 
allies of these two major parties.

H. FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY & ASSOCIATION
There are no constitutional restrictions on the right to assemble peacefully, 
although the Government requires a permit for these purposes. Government 
informers monitor meetings and assemblies. Following the demonstrations 
of June and July, the Government sent a draft law to Parliament in Sep
tember that would impose significant limitations on the right to assemble 
and to demonstrate. The draft law aroused controversy among many 
lawyers, human rights activists, and members of Parliament. The Parliament 
so far has refused to take action on this proposed new law.

In April police killed two protesters in Mukallah during demonstrations that 
turned violent. Demonstrators claimed that police opened fire without prov
ocation. The authorities claimed that demonstrators instigated the clashes. 
In late June and July, demonstrations in the cities led to clashes between 
security forces and civilians in which some persons were killed. Two oppo
sition demonstrations took place in Lahaj and Mukallah on June 29 and 30, 
respectively, in the wake of intense public criticism directed against the 
Government's lifting of subsidies on commodities. Opposition leaders 
applied for and received permits, and both events occurred without 
violence. The opposition claimed that 21 of its leaders were arrested prior to 
the march. In August several opposition figures were briefly detained after a 
peaceful demonstration in Abyan. They later were released without charge.

There are no constitutional restrictions on the freedom of association, and 
the Government generally respects this right in practice. Associations must 
obtain an operating license from the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 
usually a routine matter.

I. FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Islam is the state religion. Although followers of other religions are free 
to worship according to their beliefs, there are some restrictions on their 
other activities, including a ban on proselytizing.
Virtually all citizens are Muslims, either of the Zaydi branch of Shi'a 
Islam or the Shafa’i branch of Sunni Islam. There are also some Ismailis in 
the north. Private Islamic organizations may maintain ties to pan-Islamic 
organizations and operate schools, but the Government monitors their 
activities.
Most Christians are foreign residents, except for a few families of Indian 
origin in Aden. There are several churches and Hindu temples in Aden, but 
no non-Muslim public places of worship exist in the former North Yemen. 
Church services are held regularly without harassment in private homes or 
facilities such as schools. However, security forces occasionally censor 
the mail of Christian clergy who minister to the foreign community, 
ostensibly to prevent proselytizing.

Nearly all Yemen's once sizable Jewish population has emigrated. There are 
no legal restrictions on the few hundred Jews who remain, although there 
are traditional restrictions on places of residence and choice of 
employment.

J, FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WITHIN THE COUNTRY, 
FOREIGN TRAVEL, EMIGRATION, AND REPATRIATION
In general, the Government does not obstruct domestic travel, although the 
army and security forces maintain checkpoints on major roads. Human 
rights groups reported several violent incidents at checkpoints during the 
years, although responsibility for instigating the violence was not clear. In 
May, Mohamed Thabit al-Zubeidi, a resident of al-Dhala, was shot and 
killed as he crossed a checkpoint in that town. His companions returned fire, 
killing three soldier. Three tribal sheikhs were killed at a checkpoint in Jawf 
in August. It was not clear who was responsible for that incident.

In certain areas, armed tribesmen occasionally man checkpoints alongside 
military or security officials, and subject travelers to physical harassment 
and theft.
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Role of the Artist Balfaqih in 
Modernizing the Songs of Folklore 

in the Arabian Peninsula
The expatriate Yemeni artist Abu 
Bakir Balfaqih is a renowned 
singer in Yemen and the Gulf 
area. After the death of artist 
Mohammed Juma Khan, Balfaqih 
shouldered the responsibility of 
spreading the Hadhrami songs 
abroad.
He carried out the mission very 
efficiently and successfully. 
Today, the Hadhrami songs are 
not only famous in the Gulf, but 
also in the whole Arab World.
Balfaqih moved from his home 
town of Tarim, Hadhramaut gov
ernorate to Aden in the late 
forties to teach in its schools. He 
carried with him his love for 
folklore songs which he used to 
sing wherever he went.
In the fifties, the artistic 
movement in Aden witnessed a 
surge in its activity and the Aden 
musical league was formed in 
1954 bringing together many 
young singers. Abubakar fre
quented that league where he met 
Ahmad Qassem who encouraged 
and supported him.
In the late fifties, Balfaqih main
tained a strong artistic rela
tionship with the famous poet 
Lutfi Aman and together they 
presented a number of famous 
songs.
He then sang distinctive 
Hadhrami songs through coop
eration with the poet Al Mihdhar 
in the early sixties that heralded a 
new birth for Balfaqih. No doubt 
that period greatly refined the 
talent of Balfaqih who described 
it as that of strong youthful 
enthusiasm. He said that in the 
mid seventies his voice grouped a 
mixture of old and modern tunes 
and matured.
Balfaqih emigrated to Saudi 
Arabia in the early sixties in a bid 
to further carry the Hadhrami

song to new frontiers. It was 
from there that he spread it to the 
outside world in what was 
described as the first stage in his 
artistic march.
He renewed those songs through 
introducing new musical com
positions and recorded the new 
productions in Lebanon. ‘The 
songs were largely welcomed in 
Yemen, the Arabian Peninsula 
and even in the Arab World.
In the second stage, Balfaqih 
returned, following a long 
interval with Gulf folklore songs 
in the mid seventies. As usual he 
was successful and his music was 
received with resounding 
applause.
Our singer, in addition to being a 
distinguished singer, is a poet.

His poems were sung by famous 
Arab singers such as Walid 
Tawfiq in Lebanon.
During the third stage, Balfaqih 
played a major role in modern
izing the Sanaa folkore songs and 
spreading it outside the Yemeni 
borders. He introduced various 
musical instruments into those 
songs that were used to be played 
with only one instrument, largely 
the lute.
He said that tackling the Sanaa 
folklore songs was an adventure 
for him, since he was not orig
inally from that area but indulged 
in the experiment despite his 
fears and concerns. He, as usual, 
was a success and managed to 
modernize that art that was 
known in the Sanaa region for 
more than 500 years.
Balfaqih excelled in his new 
Sanaa songs during the 1984 fes
tivities of the 26 September rev
olution anniversary which wit
nessed a massive audience.
We still expect more and more 
from that refined artist who 
merges the traditional with the 
modern in a unique way that 
bought him fame across the Arab 
World.

By: Saleh Abdulbaqi,
Art Editor,
Yemen Times

The Aftermath
Chewing qat is one of the most 
common and deeply-entrenched 
past-times in Yemen. A high 
number of people are addicted to 
it. They feel that it fills them up 
with energy and vitality. In fact, it 
has developed into a psycho-

logical belief; “No Qat, no 
energy, and hence no work, study 
or whatever else.”
Qat is the power house of energy 
and activity. This is because it 
contains some intoxicating 
matter. It is noticeable that this 
habit is not merely restricted to 
men, for women and young boys 
chew. In some places where qat 
grows considerably even children 
chew.

Mawali’a
People addicted to qat chewing 
are called "mawalaee", the plural 
form of “mawali’a”. They chew 
qat for its own sake. Some people 
feel that qat can help them a lot in 
concentrating on their work or 
study. But some do it for the 
feelings it brings. Qat for them is 
a necessity. Some even give it 
priority over food. They manage 
to eat anything, but with qat, they 
don’t want food. To put it another 
way, qat for them is even more 
important than food. This is the 
extreme form of qat chewing. Far 
away from the merits or demerits 
of chewing, the state of affairs 
overwhelming the chewer of qat 
is my concern here.

The place where a number of 
chewers gather in is known as 
'makyal' and their session is 
known as 'kailah'. The first post 
of the kailah is remarkably 
marked with the cracking of jokes 
and cheerful spirits warming the 
session. Their intoxication from 
the qat increases, the whole place 
becomes as silent as grave. Now, 
everybody crouches by himself in 
a comer, shaping and building

their castles in the air. They can 
do wonders under the impact of 
qat. Some become political, 
social or economic analysts; 
some became scientists, experts 
or whatever else.

It all happens after Qat
As a matter of fact, what some 
people do after chewing Qat is 
quite interesting, amusing, funny 
and saddening as well. Of course, 
the quality of the Qat being 
chewed makes a large difference 
in determining the state of the 
chewer after chewing. Some Qat 
makes one feel gleeful and 
joyous, but some creates ripples 
in mind and can bring havoc; it 
makes one feel being in a rat's 
alley.

Let me now record the plights of 
some qat addicts which they told 
me about in interviews. Some of 
them asked me not to have their 
names published.

Mr. Hussein X says that his 
favorite thing to do after Qat is 
to gnaw at his finger nails. One 
feels shocked and appalled when 
seeing the remnants of them. 
Actually, the situation becomes 
worse when the qat is of low 
quality. Sometimes, his fin
gernails start . bleeding. He 
frankly confesses that he has 
tried his best to give it up, but to 
no avail.

But Mr. Ali Ahmad (driver) has 
got another story to tell. He says 
that after chewing qat, he feels 
that his electronic appliances are 
not working well and hence have 
to be fixed. Therefore, he shoul
ders the responsibility of 
mending them. And because of 
the qat resultant intoxication, he 
has damaged many of his elec
tronic appliances. It is a type of 
madness, isn't it?

Mr. Ali Nassr (clerk) says, "What 
qat has done to me is unspeak
able. However, I like it and it 
becomes my primary concern 
after leaving my job. Food is not 
as important as qat for me. My

predicament after qat chewing 
depends on the quality of the qat; 
if it is good, I become so active 
and feel enticed to read a lot of 
books or do any other work. But 
if it is bad, it creates a dilemma in 
my head. I lock up the door of my 
room and feel tongue-tied and 
reluctant to speak or listen to my 
wife or children.

My head is now burdened with 
heavy and erratic thoughts. Some
times I start hallucinating and 
imagining very odd things. Once 
I felt like I was pregnant because 
my belly is a little bit prominent. 
I was completely caught up in 
this idea, although it frightened 
me and made my hair stand on 
end. Is there any plight worse 
than this? If I. stop it, I will have 
to meet the 'dukak', a horrible 
nightmare.
These are only some examples of 
the victims of this habit. There 
are actually very odd and strange 
stories that chewers have after 
qat. So, if 80.5% of men and 30% 
of women chew Qat in Yemen, 
imagine how many stories we 
could record that result from this 
bad habit!
In this regard, the government 
should launch a campaign 
addressing the harms and dangers 
of qat. People addicted to it 
should at least minimize the time 
spent chewing to Thursdays and 
Fridays. Is there anybody lis
tening to me?

By: Mohammed Al-Qadhi 
Taiz Office Editor 

Yemen Times
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Technical Innovations for Yemen

Alternative Fuel Vehicles
In the second half of the twenty- 
first century cars will not use 
gasoline as fuel for several 
reasons. Gasoline is causing a lot 
of environmental pollution. The 
hydrocarbons available in 
gasoline are needed for the pro
duction of petrochemicals and 
performance polymers. Not 
much petroleum will be avail
able as fuel, hence it will be too 
expensive to buy.
Scientists and engineers have 
already tackled the use of alter
native fuel for vehicles. They 
want to solve this problem 
before it becomes dangerous. 
The possibilities are many. 
Some options will be mentioned 
here.
Hydrogen is the most attractive 
option in the light of some 
recent developments. Hydrogen 
is available everywhere. It is a 
clean fuel with minimum envi
ronmental pollution since there 
are no carbon dioxide or sulfur 
gases produced. Only a small 
amount of nitrous oxide is 
produced in the burning process. 
The fuel cell car is another 
option. In this technology 
hydrogen and oxygen react to 
produce water and electricity. 
This is another hydrogen fueled 
technology. The fuel cell option 
satisfies the "zero-emission" stan
dards. Actually, this is an electric

car with an onboard electric 
power source. Its drawbacks are 
those of electric cars; a low 
maximum speed of 110 kilom
eters per hour and a limited range 
of 240 kilometers.
Mercedes predicts its car, named

Necar II, i.e. no
emission car, will be in 
commercial production 
by 2010. Necar II uses 
the fuel cells technology. 
BMW is taking another approach. 
They are using an available fuel 
and a well known technology; 
natural gas. They are marketing 
their compressed natural gas 
vehicles and will introduce liq
uefied natural gas vehicles in a 
few years. These cars are the

bridge to the hydrogen fuel 
vehicles. Much of the equipment 
used for natural gas could also be 
used for hydrogen.
There are also the solar energy 
vehicles. These use electric bat
teries that get recharged by 
sunlight to keep the vehicle 
running.

Yemen has to do something to 
develop solar energy cars and 
many other solar energy equipped 
items. If developed, cars and 
equipment will run for free.
Support research, and you will 
soon receive the reward.

Future Industries Consultants, 
Sanaa. Tel: 7916940
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Letters to the Editor
Private Education 
Is it really Ideal?

Education is an incessant process 
that starts from the cradle and 
continues to the grave. It is 
without a doubt the bridge which 
leads our kids to a bright and 
glowing future. Of course, the 
dream of most parents in Yemen 
is to guarantee a first class educa
tion for their children.
Thus they support the private 
institutions that they find it more 
fruitful than the public ones. That 
is why they turn away from 
public schools and knock at the 
doors of private schools. They 
pay big sums of money expecting 
fruitful results. As fathers, their 
dream is fantastic and mag
nificent.
But the question is "Do school 
principals take this dream into 
consideration?
I think not because education for 
them is a commercial article 
rather than a service. They find it 
a profitable job. As a teacher, I 
have visited many private 
schools and found them lacking. 
Only few of them are satisfactory. 
The majority of these schools are 
run by people who are brilliant at 
business. To make my points very 
clear and objective, I surveyed 
some teachers who taught at 
private schools:

Gamil Al-Gwairy
“I taught at a private school last 
year and I never enjoyed it. 
Teachers are not treated well and 
the pay is very poor.”

Riyadh Asharabi
"I don't think that private schools 
have achieved the goals we aspire 
to. In fact, they consider the 
student as money and that is why 
they guarantee his success."

Abduh Ameen Al-Mikhlafi
I was obliged to teach in a private 
school because I have no alter
native job. Not surprisingly, 
students were taught in a block of 
flats and used to perform their 
morning assembly in the street 
because the building has no got a 
campus.
Our Ministry of Education should 
take the matter seriously. It 
shouldn’t grant its license to every 
Tom, Dick and Harry. It should 
also evaluate these schools regu
larly so that they must abide by 
its requirements and plans.

Ahmed Hamoud al-Kuadi 
English Teacher, 

Taiz Universal Institute

Smoking in Minibuses:
A Troublesome Behavior

Various indeed are the sources of 
trouble. They have recently 
become so numerous that trou
bleshooters stand paralyzed with 
them. However, smokers are 
unquestionably among the most 
abominable troublemakers.

Under no circumstances can 
smokers be regarded as socially 
useful citizens. Smokers are a 
pain in the neck and these trou
blemakers become much more 
bothersome when they smoke in 
public places. What a disgusting 
sight! My target, to be more 
specific, are smokers in mini
buses.

Non-smokers are always advised 
to distance themselves from 
smokers because passive smoking 
is as dangerous as, if not more 
dangerous than, smoking. If this 
is absolutely true about open-air 
places, what about minibuses?
I was greatly terrified the other 
day when I got into one minibus. 
I got off hurriedly thinking that 
the minibus was on fire, but it 
eventually dawned on me that 
two smokers, nothing more, were

in the minibus. One gets into a 
minibus in search of comfort 
especially if one has a long way 
to walk or if it is sunny. 
However, one is disappointed 
when he/she realizes that mini
buses have turned into smoking 
parlors. At that day, I fruitlessly 
coughed several times. All my 
efforts to demonstrate my dis
comfort ended up in smoke as 
those thick skinned people didn’t 
cared. It was not just me who was 
upset, but rather all , those who 
were in the minibus. I wanted to 
get off as soon as possible but 
there was a traffic jam. What a 
day it was! To top it all off, those 
two smokers did not put out their 
cigarettes but the cigarette butts 
burnt holes in passer-bus' shirts. 
That is intolerable! That sight 
opened that floodgates of my 
anger.

It is shameful that in this age of 
technological advancement, such 
things take place in our country. I 
hereby would like to invite the 
attention of those in charge to 
consider the disastrous aspects of 
this social phenomenon. Those in 
charge are requested to stop this 
social phenomenon. Those in 
charge are requested to take the 
necessary preventive measures to 
reduce the number of smokers in 
public places, especially in mini
buses. This problem must be 
nipped in the bud. Let us do 
something before it is too late.

A Letter About Friendship 
I'm a Sudanese teacher and a 
regular reader of your esteemed 
international newspaper, Yemen 
Times. I have chosen it from 
among many international news
paper due to it's fruitful articles.
I would be grateful if you read 
my coming article under the title 
Friendship makes peace and put 
it on the suitable page of your 
esteemed newspaper.

“Friendship makes peace 
The 19th century is about the 
change. The world still lives in 
instability, economically, polit
ically and socially. There are 
wars which harvest many lives 
every day. Children are deprived 
of health care and education.
The Friendship mechanism has 
been dismantled by the above 
mentioned factors. Why don't we 
insert the fittings to enable it to 
start strongly?
Friendship, plays a pivotal role in 
peaceful co-existence. If friend
ship prevails all over the world 
there will be no wars, no hatred 
and no envy. Friendship makes 
the world as nice as the serene 
sky.
Nowadays the world has become 
a global village, due to the 
modern advanced communica
tions. I suggest an International 
Friendship Organization to 
regulate friendship and to help 
poor pen-friends to visit each 
other. Friendship must spread 
among male and female, but pure 
friendship as Islam advised. Thus 
the world can get rid of destruc
tive weapons which devastate the 
people and their civilizations. We 
want peace, religious tolerance 
and mutual love to be eternal.

It will be very nice if the sug
gested Organization has it's own 
radio station. The Friendship 
associations in the different coun
tries should supply the friendship 
radio with the colorful programs.
I think the UN will not be behind 
in this. It will finance the Organ
ization. As we know the first 
objective of the esteem UN is to 
make piece and keep it.
Finally this scheme will not see 
the light unless the people of the 
same country live peacefully 
together.

Friendship will not grow without 
faithfulness as the flowers will 
not grow without water and air.” 
Thank you..

Siddig Ahmed El Bashir 
Kenany

Your Courage and Honesty 
Are NOT Going Unnoticed

I was in Yemen in October of '98 
and traveled briefly-I was truly 
amazed at Yemen's scenery and 
the kindness, and friendliness 
shown to me universally. I am 
aching to return, but unfor
tunately the security problems are 
quite grave, and my plans to 
bring tours to Yemen are very 
much out-of-the-question for 
now! Please accept my deepest 
respect for your courage and 
determination to present fair and 
accurate news in the face of great 
odds, it's not going unnoticed in 
the rest of the world, your work 
would be respected for honesty 
and integrity anywhere. Also, my 
personal thanks for listing a clas
sified on your online WWW site, 
I may be in contact for a source 
for Yemeni art and handicrafts as 
I'd hoped to find.
With my best regards,

Alan Suits
E-Mail:asuits@stlnet.com 

St. Louse 
USA

A Prayer
I pray day and night for the day 
when Yemenis can sleep and get 
up and prices are still the same.
I pray for the day when a middle 
class Yemeni can afford to send 
his or her sons and daughters 
abroad to come back and help in 
building the Yemeni nation.
I pray for the day when those 
who rule us really deserve the 
leadership position they hold.
I pray for the day when Yemenis 
will rise to destroy the rusty chain 
around their necks and their feet. 
Pray with me, Amen.

Helmi A. Jazem, 
E-Mail: hjazeni @ indiana.edu 

Bloomington, Indiana.
USA

A Letter From a 
Russian Friend

I always have been interested in 
life of the Arabian world. There 
were and are still two reasons for 
that:
l. In spite of the fact that I live 
and work now in USA, I was 
bom, raised and educated in 
Moscow, Russia; I have many 
friends in many countries of your 
region who I was studying with in 
Russia's State Medical Uni
versity. In fact, right now I'm 
sitting with my friend Hussein, 
who also studied medicine in 
Moscow and he was working in 
Yemen for about a year as a 
doctor.
2. I've always wanted to go to 
Yemen and work there; I'm a 
surgeon, and I don't think I'm a 
bad one.

I heard that the Yemeni people 
are very openhearted and there 
are even legends about the 
Muslim world’s hospitality.
The condition of the Yemeni 
medicine is unbelievable; 
however, I am very glad that the 
government puts a lot of effort to 
make things better.
Very impressive is the fact that a 
lot of health education is in 
progress among the common 
Yemeni people.
Another impressive fact is the 
fight with malaria, but what about 
the yellow fever?

Andrey V. Lebed 
E-Mail: cut@technologist.com 

USA

indiana.edu
mailto:cut@technologist.com
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Readership Profile Questionnaire
Dear Reader, we need your help.

This week, the Yemen Times enters its 9th year. This is a milestone of which we are proud.
However, we want to use this occasion to better serve you, our reader. For that purpose, we are asking that you take a few minutes and fill out the fol
lowing questionnaire about the Yemen Times.
The questionnaire asks for your views on our news coverage, analysis, information, editorial, and format. We also need your input on the advertisement 
component of the newspaper.
In addition, there are several questions about you, our reader. To improve the newspaper’s service to you, it is essential for us to better know our read
ership profile, their interests, and what it is they are looking for.

I take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your time, patronage and cooperation.

Publisher, Yemen Times

Please fill out this questionnaire and mail it to: 
Questionnaire 
Yemen Times

P. O. Box 2779, Sana’a, 
Yemen

(1) Sex
□ Male □ Female

(2) Age
□ 15-25
□ 36-45
□ 56 and above

□ 26-35
□ 46-55

(3) Nationality

(4) Educational level
□ No formal education
□ University graduate

□ High school
□ Post graduate

(5) Employment
□ Private sector
□ Army/police

□ Government employment
□ Student

(6) Line of Business:
□ Commerce
□ Industry
□ Banking Insurance

□ Academia
□ Diplomacy

□ Oil/Gas
□ Student

(7) How often do you read foreign newspapers?
□ Never □ Often
Which ones do you read?

□ Occasionally

(8) Which Yemeni newspaper/s do you read?
□ Al Thawrah □ Al Gumhuriyah
□ 14th of October □ 26th September
□ Al Wahdah □ Al Mithaq
□ Al Ayyam □ Al Tagammu’
□ Al Thawri □ Ray
□ Al-Sahwah

□ 22 May
□ Al Hurras
□ Al-Tariq
□ Al Shoura
□ Al Wahdawi

(9) How do you get your Yemen Times?
□ From newsstand □ Subscription
□ From hotel □ Aboard airplane
□ Other, please specify

□ Borrow it

(10) How often do you read
□ Weekly
□ Randomly

the Yemen Times?
□ Once a month
□ See it only occasionally

(11) How many persons read your copy? (at home, work, etc.)
□ One □ Two □ Four
□ No one else □ I don’t know

(12) Where do you live?
Name of city:................. Site:..................

(13) Why do you read Yemen Times?
More than one answer is possible
□ I respect the stand it takes on the issues
□ I admire its writers and reporters
□ I like the type of stories it presents

□ I enjoy the variety of subjects
□ I like its approach of the topics
□ I appreciate the pictures with the articles
□ I have a long relationship/association with it
□ It is the only newspaper in English I can obtain
□ Its layout and format are attractive
□ It carries lots of useful information
□ Its frankness and honesty appeal to me
□ Other reasons, please specify:

(14) Please give your opinion on various sections of the paper: 
Front Page □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Viewpoint □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Local News □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Interviews □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Focus □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Cultural Affairs □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poof
Business □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Features □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Law/Diplomacy □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Readers’ Letters □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor
Sports □ Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Poor

(15) Which columnist is your favorite:

(16) Do you find your favorite columns or subjects missing in 
Yemen Times?
□ Yes □ No
If yes, what are these columns and subjects?

(17) Do you find the number of pages of Yemen Times sufficient?
□ Too Many □ Appropriate □ Too few

(18) How do you find the advertisements in Yemen Times?
□ Too much □ Appropriate □ Too little

(19) The standard of the advertisements in the paper is:
□ Excellent □ Good □ Bad

(20) Can you do without newspapers by watching TV or listening 
to the radio?
□ Yes □ No

(21) What are the reasons for reading newspapers?
□ They carry in-depth news on certain topics that are not 

presented on radio and TV
□ They carry analysis on some topics that are not presented 

on radio/TV
□ I can read my newspaper at any time in contrast to radio 

listening and watching TV
□ I enjoy reading
□ I am free to choose the subject I read
□ Variety of paper’s subjects
□ Others

(22) What subjects are there on TV and radio that are generally 
not found in newspapers?

Please specify: ..................................................................

(23) When do you usually buy your copy of the Yemen Times?
□ Mornings □ Afternoons □ Evenings

(24) Where do you buy your copy of the Yemen Times?
□ Book shop □ Street vendor
□ Grocery store □ Borrow J Other

(25) Do you find difficulty in obtaining your Yemen Times?
□ Yes □ No

(26) What are the difficulties?
□ Always unavailable □ Does not reach distributors early 
□ Runs out quickly □ I live far away from distributors.
□ Other difficulties. Please specify:

(27) Where do you usually read your Yemen Times?
□ At home □ At work
□ In public places □ Other.....................

(28) Do you read the whole paper at once or at intervals?
□ At once □ At intervals

(29) What is the first thing you read in the Yemen Times?
What is the second thing? Please list using 1, 2, 3, etc.
□ First page □ Last page □ Local page
□ Editorial □ Feature J Culture
□ Cultural Articles □ Focus □ Economy
□ Social issues □ Law & Diplomacy □ Sports
□ Other sections

(30) How much time do you spend reading the Yemen Times?
□ Less than 10 minutes □ About 30 minutes
□ About 60 minutes □ Two hours
□ More than 2 hours

(31) Have you ever heard of Yemen Times online
(http://www.yementimes.com/)?
□ Yes □ No

(32) If you had access to our web page, would you continue 
buying the hard copy of the Yemen Times?
□ Yes □ No

(33) What suggestions do you have for the improvement of the 
Yemen Times? Please specify:

http://www.yementimes.com/
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Yemeni Press in a Week
by: Sameer Farawna

AL BALAGH
Sanaa, weekly 23/2/99 
(Independent)
Main Headlines
-A World Bank report indi
cated that unemployment in 
Yemen has reached a record 
25%.
-The Ministry of Supplies and 
Commerce has opened the 
door for those willing to 
import wheat after the govern
ment subsidy was totally lifted. 
-The Yemeni embassy in 
Kuwait is to open soon 
according to Kuwaiti Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad.
-The environment protection 
department last month 
destroyed five tons of expired 
foodstuffs.
-The Arab Fund has expressed 
willingness to finance sewage 
projects in Yemen.

An Article Summary
Saudi-Yemeni Borders
Again
Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Qader Ba 
Jammal has declared that the 
opportunity to strike a deal 
with Saudi Arabia over the 
border dispute was still open. 
He said that we have not 
reached a dead end so far and 
the desire of both parties to 
settle that dispute should be 
exploited.
No-one in Saudi Arabia wishes 
to keep the dispute unresolved 
since such a solution is a pre
condition for security and sta
bility in the whole region, Ba 
Jammal emphasized.
He opined that contacts 
between both parties should be 
intensified to assert mutual 
confidence as a prelude to 
reaching a settlement.

AL SHOURA
Sanaa, weekly 21/2/99 
(Federation of Popular 
Forces)
Main Headlines
-The Presidential Secretariat 
ordered the Central Bank 
governor to pay 150 million 
rials to a local car dealer in 
return for purchasing 50 Ford 
cars that would then be distrib
uted by the Presidency.
-Classes have been closed in 
17 schools throughout the 
capital city after their teachers 
went on strike to protest seven 
attacks against the teaching 
staff.
-Yemen buys the worst quality 
Sri Lankan tea because of its 
low prices.
-Privatization project would 
sell the public sector to inves
tors who would lay off its 
employees.
-TB and malaria are again 
spreading in the country's 
southern governorates.
-Another doctor in the cabinet

was stricken by malaria and he 
intends to travel abroad for 
treatment.

ATTARIQ
Aden, weekly 23/2/99 
(Independent)
Main Headlines
-Acute differences lead to the 
postponement of the Yemeni 
Journalists Syndicate meeting 
for an indefinite period.
-A number of tribesmen in 
Shabwa demand 60,000 rials 
before returning a Hilux car 
with government plates which 
they stole on the Sanaa- 
Hadhramaut road.
-Medical sources in Hodeida 
said that 90% of the medicines 
found in the private hospitals 
in that governorate are govern
ment medicines.
-Citizens are fearing the anni

hilation of their animal wealth 
following the spread of a 
strange disease among the 
sheep in Shabwa.

AL WAHDAWI
Sanaa, weekly 23/2/99 
(People’s Nasserite Unionist 
Organization)
Main Headlines
-A shipment totaling 45,000 
tons of wheat had been carried 
to Sanaa from Hodeida 
without checking whether it 
was fit for human consump
tion, amid fears that it could be 
leaked to the market.
-A Nasserite Organization 
official has expressed dismay 
over the People's General Con
ference's practices in forcing 
school students to join that 
party and forging their IDs in 
the process.
-Security apparatus in Aden 
detains British lawyer Rashad 
Yacoub for questioning on his 
residence. Yacoub is defending 
the British suspects who are 
accused of planning a number 
of sabotage operations in Aden 
governorate.
-The authorities resort to tribal 
Sheikhs to arrest the murderers 
of Ali Kherbash who was shot 
in front of his house in Abyan 
by a number of known persons 
that later sought protection 
with Al Marakesha tribe in that 
governorate.
-The country's economic hard
ships did not prevent granting 
governorate undersecretaries 
99 Toyota cars.
-Yemenia declared its need for 
Yemeni air hostesses and 
chose only three from scores 
of applications. However, it 
appointed a large number of 
Filipino air hostesses.

An Article Summary 
New Price Hikes
The government has raised 
fees on a number of basic 
services such as electricity and 
water as well as telephone bills 
as of this year without any 

official announcement.
Official economic sources told 
AL WAHDAWI that the price 
hikes range between 50% and 
100% and added that the raise 
was discussed by the parlia
ment.
Wheat prices have also risen as 
of early January this year by 
70% compared to 1997 and 
sacks of wheat were sold for as 
much as 2500 rials per each 50 
kilogram sack.
Political opposition sources 
expressed surprise over the 
non-declaration of those 
increases and said that the 
citizens have nothing else to 
do except express their rejec
tion of such soaring prices via 
all available peaceful means.

RAI
Sanaa, weekly 23/2/99 
(League of the Sons of 
Yemen)
Main Headlines
-The government is expected 
to release Abul Hassan, who 
headed an armed group and 
kidnapped a number of tourists 
in Abyan late last year. The 
security men's intervention to 
free the hostages lead to the 
killing of four foreigners. The 
Britons, who were detained for 
planning acts of sabotage in 
Aden, will be also set free in 
the deal struck between the 
government and the jihad 
group.
-Intensified programs are 
under way to rally popular 
support behind the local rule 
project.
-The Interior Ministry is con
tinuing its campaign against 
residence violators in the 
country despite objections by a 
number of Arab embassies in 
Sanaa.
-The Islamic Development 
Bank is lending 25 million 
dollars for a huge water desal
ination project in Aden.
-Military police captured a car 
with military plates, following 
a chase in the Dhamar city 
more than ten days ago. The 
driver of the car and his com
panions fled, leaving behind a 
shipment of liquor that will be 
destroyed publicly within the 
coming few days.

AL AYAM
Sanaa, tri-weekly 24/2/99 
(Independent)
Main Headlines
-Chief editor of weekly Al 
Shoura was missed by his 
family a few days ago when he 
went out to work but did not 
come home, his whereabouts 
are not known.
-The Council of Ministers has 
agreed on a 20% pay raise in 
the salaries of government 
employees effective as of this 
coming April, excluding those 
of the Health and Education 
Ministries who had separate 

increases recently.
-A new prison will be built in 
Mukala, Hadhramaut govern
orate at a cost of 200 million 
rials to replace the old one that 
dates back to 1945.
-Families of seven youths have 
complained that their sons 
were in custody with the state 
security police in Al Bida' gov
ernorate for the past three 
months on charges of 
belonging to the Yemeni oppo
sition abroad. They appealed 
to the political leadership to try 
them in court if there were any 
charges against them or else to 
set them free.

AL SAHWA
Sanaa, weekly 25/2/99 
(Yemeni Congregation for 
Reform-Islah)
Main Headlines
-A number of members of par
liament have asked the Infor
mation Minister, Abdul 
Rahman Al Akwa' to allow all 
political forces a chance to 
address the nation through the 
various media means.
-Parliamentary speaker Sheikh 
Abdullah Bin Hussein Al 
Ahmar met with a delegation 
from the Hamas movement in 
Sanaa last Tuesday.
-A number of observers have 
expressed surprise over the 
closure of the sponge factory 
in Aden recently, saying that it 
was an apparent success.
-A checking point in Abyan 
governorate foiled an attempt 
to smuggle liquor and unspec
ified pills last 10 February.
-Islah presents an accurate 
method to amend electoral lists 
and formation of electoral 
committees.
-Soldiers in Zanzibar and 
Jua'ar, Abyan governorate 
were apparently so happy at 
receiving transfer orders that 
they opened gun fire for more 
than an hour at dawn last 
Monday. The incident, 
however, spread terror among 
the sleeping citizens.

AL THAWRI
Sanaa, weekly 25/2/99 
(Yemeni Socialist Party) 
Main Headlines
-28 members of the ruling 
People's General Conference 
party have collectively 
resigned from that party.
-The government begins exe
cution of the new economic 
"reform" stage without any 
propaganda.
-Premier Dr. Abdul Karim Al 
Iryani has underlined that edu
cation in Yemen has many 
shortcomings.
-Salem Balfaqih, director of 
the paints factory in Aden gov
ernorate was kidnapped on his 
way from the factory to the 
Goldmoore area last 
Wednesday.
-The Socialist Party has 
expressed deep dismay at the 
arrest of AL SHOURA 
weekly's chief editor Noman 
Qaed Saif.

AL UMMA
Sanaa, weekly 25/2/99
(Al Haq Party) 
Main Headlines
-For the second time, the Ans 
tribes in Dhamar governorate 
executes a murderer without 
waiting for the states inter
ference.
-U.S. demining specialists are 
currently in Aden to prepare 
for the expected visit of Gen. 
Anthony Zinni, the Com
mander of Centcom to Yemen. 
-Weekly Al Shoura's chief 
editor Noman Qaed Said was 
released from custody last 
Wednesday. He was arrested 
the day before for publishing a 
report on the Presidential 
Palace's purchase of cars to the 
tune of 150 million rials.
-Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Qader Ba 
Jammal delayed his departure 
on a recent visit to the United 
Arab Emirates until the tele
vision cameras arrived to take 
his photo, at his request, in his 
capacity as the acting Premier.

An Article Summary
Yemen Jews Sell their 
Homes and Move to 
Occupied Palestine
A number of Jews in Saada 
governorate have sold their 
houses in a village called 
Gharaz-Al Sahn following the 
killing of a Jew there more 
than a month ago.
Sources in the village said that 
three houses have already been 
sold and that others are for 
sale and added that their 
families intend to immigrate to 
occupied Palestine.
They recalled that press 
reports a few months ago had 
said that there was a deal 
struck with a Yemeni official 
to organize the immigration of 
the remaining Yemeni Jews to 
"Israel" in return for 50 
million dollars.
The village has between 15 to 
20 Jewish families and a 
similar number live in another 
nearby village called Wadi 
Amlah.

AL JAMAHEER
Sanaa, weekly 25/2/99
(Arab Ba'ath Socialist Party) 
Main Headlines
-Security forces accompanying 
a group of tourists in Amran 
governorate foiled an attempt 
by three gunmen to kidnap the 
tourists early last week.
-Light and medium arms were 
used in a tribal fighting 
between Bani Qays and Bani 
Amran along the Sanaa-Saada 
road early last week. The 
heavy fighting, which resulted 
in the death of two tribesmen 
and the injury of several 
others, was due to unpaid 
debts.
-Well informed sources 
expected a 20% increase to 
Yemeni civil servants' salaries 
as of first of April and a 20% 
increase on income taxes as of 
the first of February.
-Deputy Interior Minister Brig. 
Mutahar Rashad Al Masri has 
attributed the revival of the 
revenge phenomenon to the 
prolonged judicial procedures.
-An army captain was shot to 
death in Lahj last Monday 

while trying to solve a dispute 
between two families.
-Member of Ba'ath leadership 
in Yemen Yehya Shuja'uldin 
has rejected any practices that 
could weaken the country's 
parliament.
-Head of the General Tourism 
Authority and member of the 
Ba'ath leadership Abdul 
Rahman Mahyoub has said 
that Yemen will lose 250 
million dollars in the 
upcoming six months as a 
result of the recent wave of 
kidnappings.

26 SEPTEMBER
Sanaa, weekly 25/2/99 
(Yemen Armed Forces) 
Main Headlines
-Jordanian Minister of Industry 
and Commerce Dr. 
Mohammed Saleh Al Hourani 
is scheduled in Sanaa first of 
March at the head of a high 
level delegation for economic 
cooperation talks with Yemeni 
officials.
-The final date for the con
vening of the Yemeni Journal
ists Syndicate's general confer
ence is mid March, according 
to Mohammed Shenaif, the 
Syndicate's secretariat 
member.
-The deputy Interior Minister 
has said that British lawyer 
Rashed Yacoub, who is 
defending a group of British 
nationals suspected of 
planning explosions in Aden 
governorate, will be deported 
within the few coming days for 
tabling a false statement to the 
attorney general. He claimed 
that, one of the defendants. 
Mohammed Mustafa Kamel 
was tortured, a matter which 
turned out to be untrue, the 
deputy Minister stated.
-The second television channel 
in Aden has received modern 
equipment to improve its 
broadcasting. The equipment, 
with worth estimated at about 
one million dollars, are a gift 
from the Japanese government.

An Article Summary
Ba Jammal in Iran Soon
Yemeni Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Abdul Qader 
Ba Jammal is slated to visit 
Tehran in the first week of 
March at the invitation of his 
Iranian counterpart.
Ba Jammal is expected to 
confer with the Iranian chief 
diplomat and other senior offi
cials on means of boosting 
bilateral relations in various 
spheres.
They are also expected to hold 
consultations on regional, 
Islamic and international 
developments of mutual 
concern.
Meantime, Ba Jammal 
welcomed Kuwaiti Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad's 
invitation to him to visit 
Kuwait.
He said that he will respond to 
that invitation as soon as it 
officially reaches him and 
welcomed. Sheikh Sabah's 
recent statements on Yemen, 
describing them as a good 
omen toward restoration of the 
two countries' friendly rela
tions*.



By: Jamal Al-Awadi

In the Excellent League of Football Tournament

The Chase 
Continues...

As the 11 th week of the tournament comes to an 
end, Al-Ahli of Sanaa seems to be steadily moving 
in the right direction, and has no significant obsta
cles in its path. In its last match, Al-Ahli managed 
to easily defeat Al-Shihr of Hadhramaut after Al-

Shihr’s defenders committed two unforgivable 
mistakes leading the way to Al-Ahli’s two goals. 
Although both goals were in the first half, the 
second half was also interesting. Al-Shihr worked 
hard to score in the second half 
, but Al-Ahli’s defense was 
too strong for 
them to get 
through.
In the 10th 
week of the 
tournament, 
Al-Ahli also 
managed to 
win an exciting 
game with Al- 
Ittihad of Ibb, 
which, 
although it is a 
strong team, 
could not 
match Al-Ahli 
and lost the 
game 2/0. With 
these two wins, 
Al-Ahli boosts its 
points to 28, 
giving it a 3-point 
lead on its closest 
opponent, Al-Shaab of 
Ibb.
Al-Shaab of Ibb, which 
is in second place, was 
also to able to defeat its oppo
nents in the 10th and 11th 
weeks. In the 10th week, Al- 
Shaab defeated Shaab of Al-Mukalla 2 to 1 in an 
exciting match. In the 11th week, Al-Shaab 
managed to crush last year's league champion Al-

Wahdah of Sanaa in a.2/0 win. Al-Wahdah is begin
ning to lose ground with their loss.
Al-Wahdah of Sanaa on the other hand, is living in 
its most critical days since the start of the tourna
ment. Although Al-Wahda was able to win a close

match with the weak team Hassan in the 10th week, 
its loss to Al-Shaab of Ibb didn’t make matters any 
better. In fact, this loss widened the margin between 
it and Al-Shaab, who successfully defended their 
position at second place in the rankings. Not only is 
Al-Wahda beginning to lose hope of defending its 
championship title, it is even beginning to lose hope 

of achieving second place. 
For the time being, having 
22 points and in third, it 
must win all its upcoming 
matches just to defend its 
position in third place.

Although it had lost 
its 10th week 

game against the 
tournament 
leader Al-Ahli 
of Sanaa, Al- 
Ittihad was 

able to rise to 
the chal

lenge and 
defeat 
Al-Majd 
3/0 to 
rise from 

5th to 4th in the rankings.
Other surprises in the 11th week 
were Al-Wahda of Aden’s win over 
Taliya of Taiz 2/0 to jump from the 
7th to 5th place in the standings. 
Al-Shula also was able to improve 

its position from the 8th to the 6th position after 
winning against Hassan 3/0 in the 11th week. Al- 
Zuhra's team was also able to win its match over 
Al-Hilal 1/0, while Al-Saqr and Al-Tilal could only 
manage to play to a scoreless draw.

Ranking of the teams after the 11th week

Team Points
Goals Results

On For Won Tie Lost

Al-Ahli of Sanaa 28 4 21 9 1 1
Al-Shaab of Ibb 25 10 21 8 1 2
Al-Wahdah of Sanaa 22 12 18 7 1 3
Al-Ittihad of Ibb 20 13 15 6 2 3
Al-Wahda of Aden 18 12 14 5 3 3
Al-Shulah 17 12 20 5 2 4
Hassan 17 10 10 5 2 4
Al-Shaab of Al-Mukallah 17 11 8 5 2 4
Al-Zuhra 13 16 10 3 4 4
Al-Tilal 12 19 21 3 3 5
Al-Saqr 10 15 13 2 4 5
Al-Hilal 8 18 10 2 2 7
Al-Majd 5 28 13 1 2 8
Taliya of Taiz 4 23 9 1 1 9

Prince Naseem preparing for his next fight
A New Challenge, a New Coach

Naz with Jamal Al-Awadi, the Yemen Times Sport Editor

Prince Naseem Hamed, the 
current featherweight world 
champion is preparing for his 
next match with his Mexican 
challenger Antonio Farerra. The 
match will take place in the 
Albert Hall in London on the 10th 
of April, 1999. This will be 
Prince Hamed's 14th fight to 
retain his featherweight title. 
Naseem was able to hold tight to 
his championship belt and defend 
his title in his last match in 
Atlantic City last year. The 12- 
round match between Naseem 
and his stubborn Irish contender 
Wayne McCullough was a very 
difficult one. Naseem barely won 
the match with a 4 point victory 
given by a unanimous decision 
after a very long struggle. In this 
match, Naseem revealed his 
strengths and weaknesses more 
than ever before.
However, this upcoming match 
will take place under quite dif
ferent circumstances. This is due 
to the decision of Hamed to sack 
his former trainer, Brendan 
Angel, the man who discovered

his talents in the first place, and 
who took care of him through the 
last 17 years of his boxing career. 
Naseem also lost his former 
manager Frank Warren who 
resigned at the end of 1998. 
Naseem then hired his brother 
Riyadh as his manager and also 
as his coach. Riyadh is also the 
person arranging the upcoming 
match.
Naseem introduced his brother to 
journalists and news agencies as 
the person responsible for 
arranging a new manager, Barry 
Hem. Indeed, Riyadh confirmed 
that negotiations had reached a 
very advanced level, and they are 
about to reach a final agreement. 
If an agreement is reached, Barry 
will be succeeding Naseem’s 
former manager Frank Warren. It 
is worth mentioning that Barry 
Hem was Naseem’s manager 
when he started his professional 
boxing career in 1992, and he 
coordinated 4 matches for him.

In a press conference last week, 
Riyadh mentioned that Naseem

wanted to coordinate his matches 
and supervise his business 
himself, especially the match 
agreements. This was due to the 
fact that his former manager 
Frank Warren used to only give a 
small percentage of the match 
revenues to Hamed. Thus, Hamed 
decided to exercise his own right 
to manage his business for 
himself. Riyadh also indicated 
that he had 4 years of experience 
in coordinating boxing matches. 
Also, he stressed that Naseem has 
a glorious history of victories and 
17 years of experience in dealing 
with match coordinators and the 
boxing business.

Naseem also announced that as 
he was the world champion with 
31 victories - 28 of them by 
knockout - and with no defeats 
since his beginning in 1992, he 
was being offered opportunities 
to box in many countries such as 
Argentina and Brazil. He indi
cated that he is currently studying 
all these offers.

US$5000 in Financial Aid From 
IAF to YAF

The International Athletic Federation (IAF) donated 
financial aid to the amount of US$5000 to the 
Yemeni Athletic Federation (YAF), to support the 
1999 activities of the federation. Mr. Fuad Al- 
Kumaim, the president of the YAF also sent a letter 
of gratitude to the president of the IAF. In his letter, 
he thanked the IAF for the aid, and stressed the fact 
that Yemen is among the countries that continu
ously send updated information and reports of its 
activities to the IAF. He also explained that the 
YAF was able to secure the financial resources that 
support the federation and add to its effectiveness. 
He indicated that the amounts of money in dollars 
had reached the US$25,000 mark, this besides the 
assets kept in Yemeni Rials. Mr. Fuad also con
firmed that there would be extensive YAF athletic 
activities locally and internationally.
Athletics are considered one of the most widely 
known fields in Yemen. Many Yemeni athletes reg
ularly compete in international and local competi
tions, and they have been remarkably successful in 
international events. This is partially due to the 
attention and help they receive from the YAF.

A Brazilian Coach to Train
Yemen’s National Football Team

The secretary of the Yemeni Football Federation 
confirmed the news that the Asian Football Federa
tion has nominated the well-known Brazilian coach

Joseph Roberto Fernandez to train Yemen's 
national football team. He also added that the fed
eration is currently engaged in intense discussions 
regarding this issue. The Asian Football Federation 
had previously shown its cooperation with the 
Yemeni Football Federation in sending a coach on 
short notice to train the national football team.

Coach Joseph Roberto Fernandez is one of the best 
coaches in the area, and he is famous for his expe
rience with Arab football because he used to work 
in the Arabian Peninsula and in some Gulf coun
tries. He used to train the Kuwaiti Al-Salmiye team, 
the Al-Wahda team of the UAE, and the last team 
he trained was the Saudi Al-Nasr team.



Inauguration of 
Mohammed Ahmed Jumaan Corporation 

New Building in Aden

Mr. Mohammed 
Ahmed Jumaan, 
Chairman

The Mohammed 
Ahmed Jumaan Cor
poration, with its 37 
year-journey of con
tinual operations, 
continues its drive 
towards achieve
ment of its goals. Its 
larger goal is to con
tribute to develop
ment and growth of 
the national
economy.
Towards that end,

last week witnessed yet one more mile
stone in the evolution of the corporation. 
It inaugurated a huge building, which is 
going to serve as a major commercial 
and residential complex in Aden, on 
February 20th, 1999. The occasion was 
attended by Mr. Taha Ahmed Ghanem, 
Governor of Aden, Mr. Mohammed 
Ahmed Jumaan Chairman of the Board, 
Mr. Waheed Ali Rashid, Deputy 
Governor, Brigadier Mohammed Ali 
Mohsin, Southern Area Commander, 
and other officials and businessmen. 
In a statement to mark the event, Mr. 
Mohammed Jumaan said: 
“Inaugurating this new center of Jumaan 
Corporation is not a simple act in the 
long experience of our corporation and 
its accomplishments. It coincides with 
the completion of work in the Containers 
Harbor in Aden Port - which is the first 
phase of the Aden Free Zone. Thus we 
are contributing towards the resumption 
of this vital project that represents 
Yemen’s real re-entry into the world 
business, thus bringing with it economic 
prosperity.”
The Jumaans feel proud that they were 
the only trade corporation that continued 
functioning in both Sanaa and Aden 
during the ugly years of the nation’s

artition. The 
Corporation 
worked in both 
capitals since 
its foundation 
in 1962.
“Here we 
resume one 
more time.
From our first 
station in 
Aden, ready 
to launch our 
business into
the future,” said Khalid 
Mohammed Juma’an, General 
Manager.
Khalid added that the achieve
ments of Jumaan Corporation 
during the last 3 and a half 
decades have been the result of 
a continual chain of projects and 
hard work. “We are looking 
forward to developing and 
enhancing our skills and abilities 
so we can cope with the tech
nical revolution in the fields of 
agricultural equipment and elec
trical machines.” While pushing 
ahead with technical expertise, 
the corporation is not forgetting 
human relations. “We are also 
promoting mutual trust between 
individuals, government, and 
private businesses in all parts of 
Yemen.”
The Mohammed Ahmed Jumaan 
Corporation specializes in 
various kinds of agricultural 
equipment, household appli
ances, transportation machines, 
and other durable goods. “We 
only trade in first class products 
for which we are well-known,” 
Chairman Jumaan concluded.

Khalid Mohammed 
Ahmed Jumaan, 

General Manager
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