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THE ELECTION IS OVER, WHAT HEXT?
SANAA: On Saturday night at 10:00 pm, the offi­
cial announcement stating that Ali Abdullah Saleh 
won the first direct presidential election of Yemen 
came out. It was 96.3% for Saleh and 3.7% for Al- 
Shaabi. The other candidate, Najeeb Qahtan Al- 
Shaabi, as expected, got much fewer voices. The 
official statistics say that 3,577,438 out of the 
5591,422 eligible voters actually voted, without 
specifying the effective distribution of voters. These 
numbers were contradictory to reports of some mon­

itoring groups. As in all elections procedures, the 
elections of last Thursday also included some vio­
lence. In Sanaa, 2 people were killed and several 
injured. In Mareb, tribesmen did not allow the elec­
tion committee to place the election boxes and bal­
lots and start the voting procedures. Any way, the

Ali Abdullah Najeeb Qahtan
Saleh Al-Shaabi

(96.3%) (3.7%)
3,445,086 132,352

president’s win was great, however, there are mighty 
challenges ahead of him in the coming presidential 
period, the president will have to deal with a lot of 
issues that are devastating our economy. Yemeni 
people have trusted in him in the hope that he will 
bring them prosperity. He got their trust and votes. 
Now it is his turn to give. He must prove that he is 
worth the Yemeni people’s trust. Let it be a new 
beginning, and let us have hope that our president 
will fulfill his promises. Full Coverage on Page 5.
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 رئاسية،ال لانتخاباتا في لفوزه صالح عبدالله علي تايمزالرئيس يمن صحيفة تهنئ
 وتهنئ تهنئه كما لتطويراليمن. الإنتخابي برنامجه تنفيذ في التوفيق له متمنية

سبتمبرالمجيدة.26 ثورة من والثلاثين السابع لعيد بمناسبةا اليمني الشعب
Two Voters Die During 
Presidential Election

SANAA: Even though the presidential election went on with not 
much problems, only one serious incident happened in Sanaa dur­
ing the voting hours last Thursday, leading to the death of 2 and 
the injury of at least 7 people. The incident happened following 
some claimed accusations that the polls have been cheated. 
Officials claimed that the accident was not politically motivated, 
and was merely a criminal act. Some other violent acts were wit­
nessed in Mareb and other areas as well.
Monitors stated that the election went well, except for some sim­
ple violations of underage voting and some multiple votings. 
Despite the official stand regarding the number of the voters, 
many eye witnesses state that the number was not as anticipated.

2 Accused Britons 
Released from Jail

ADEN: The Aden Appeal Court released the two Britons that were 
sentenced to time served, Iyad Hussein (9th in accusation list), and 
Shahrazad Nabi (10th in accusation list), who were among the 13 
defendants accused of planning to launch a number of terrorism acts 
The court also upheld jail terms against the eight Britons, and two 
Algerians who were sentences last Saturday. Both the defendants and 
the prosecution had appealed against the sentences, but due to delay 
in presenting their appeal in the legal period, their appeals were 
rejected by the judge, Abdul-Jabbar Mahyoub, who raised the case to 
Sanaa, the capital. The defendants and prosecution gave 40 days to 
appeal the ruling to the Supreme Court and they vowed the appeal.

Tanks Deal Between Yemen and the 
Czech Republic Confirmed by Czech PM

YT Special: The Prime Minister of the 
Czech Republic, Mr. Milos Zeman con­
firmed in a press conference that his coun­
try has indeed agreed on the 15th of this 
month to sell Yemen -probably 100-Soviet 
made artillery tanks of T-5Y and T-55 
brands, which are not used any more. In a 
response to a question that whether he 
thinks Yemen would give or sell these 
tanks to a third country, he replied by say­
ing, "No, I do not know whether Yemen is 
planning to give them to a third country.” 
On the same level, Peter Necas, the Head

of the Parliament’s Bloc in the 
Government, and President of the Czech 
Security and Defense Committee had 
sharply criticized the Prime Minister for 
concealing information about this issue 
from him, and added, “Yemen may not be 
the final destination of these tanks.”
Then he brought up the issue of Yemen’s 
possible intention to redirect the tanks to 
another country as it did before by saying, 
“Poland had once sold such tanks to 
Yemen, and they were given to Sudan.”

Continued on page 2.
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Words of Wisdom
“The President of the Republic should 
understand that change is necessary to 
retain the dynamism of the nation. There 
have been clear signals from the public 
that some individuals and policies need to
be changed. Even if the president likes these policies 
and individuals, he should bow to the people’s demand 
and change them.
Moreover, the public demand is justified on many 
grounds, notably because of corruption and inefficien­
cy” Editorial (Issue 28 -1999)

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf (1951-1999)
Founder of the Yemen Times

YT Weekly Opinion Poll
Yemen Times Opinion Poll Question is at: 

http://www.yementimes.com/#poll
Question

Do you think that President Saleh should have included “Fighting 
the habit of chewing qat” in his elections program?

Result
Yes. I am disappointed that he did not include it. for fighting it is indeed 
a vital issue  (65%)
No, in fact I think that not mentioning it was strategically smart move of 
him to win votes, simply because 90% of Yemeni adults chew qat! (25%) 
I have no idea. (10%)

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
In order to gain public trust, and show sincerity, what should the 
president start with in his next 5-year presidential period?

Editorial
Walid Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf 

Chief Editor

Enough Celebration, 
and Back to Work

P
eople have voted, and Ali Abdullah Saleh has 
been elected under peaceful and normal proce­
dures. Celebrations on the occasions of the first 
direct presidential elections and the 26th of 
September have taken place. Lights were glowing 
all over the streets. Posters of the president and flags of 
Yemen were hung everywhere. However, now that every­

thing is over, there is no excuse for wasting more time on cel­
ebrations and greetings. Now it is time for work, serious 
work.
We can consider this as a new beginning for our government, 
from the top spot of the President, down to the lowest rank­
ing employee. Let us view this as a milestone to get out of the 
past, and go for a brighter future. We must all work together 
to get Yemen out of its deteriorating conditions. Let us con­
sider this as the first step of the process of healing Yemen. All 
of us must play a role in modernizing our country, and getting 
the phrase “backward” out of our dictionary.
As a newspaper, we feel we are obliged to reach our aim of a 
civil Yemen. We are willing to begin an intensive campaign 
to know exactly what the reason behind our backwardness is. 
We must know why our country is living through such diffi­
cult conditions, while we have all the factors for success. Our 
country is rich with almost all natural gifts. It has the natural 
resources. It has enough labor. It also has the strategic loca­
tion. Yet, we are the poorest nation in the region.
Everyone knows the Yemen Times as the independent news­
paper that seeks the interest of the nation as a whole. It does 
not belong to any political, religious, or sectarian group. It 
belongs to the people of Yemen. We at the newspaper, have 
committed ourselves to look at what our people in Yemen suf­
fer from. We try to know why the suffering goes on and try to 
get solutions to it by investigating the causes and factors 
behind it. We are not in the situation where we can directly 
fix the conditions in the country. But we have the means to 
bring the attention of the leadership and government to those 
issues which the people are complaining about.
The leadership is aware of the many challenges that it is fac­
ing. They are too many and need lots of efforts to overcome. 
The main obstacle in my view, is corruption. The president 
should immediately begin seeking for the troublemakers and 
corrupt figures and diminish them in order to get the trust of 
the people. He should also replace them with honest and ded­
icating people. Then the next priority should be to get rid of 
qat. This evil plant that is eating away our resources and 
national pride. It is among the main reasons why Yemen is a 
backwards country. Unless a true long-term plan to destroy 
this evil plant is implemented, there will be little hope in the 
welfare and progress of our nation. Then comes literacy, we 
have an illiteracy rate of around 60%. which is among the 
highest in the world. The president must take education into 
greater dimensions, and have it implemented strictly, so we 
would not see any children playing in the streets in the morn­
ing and evening hours. If we could not educate the elder gen­
eration, we can at least start with the next generations which 
will be the basis for a modern Yemen.
In conclusion, there are many things that the president should 
do in this presidential period. It is time for our country to take 
its deserved place among the countries of the world, and not 
staying at the rear of the list. As a leader, the president must 
have the motives, the hope, and the determination to build a 
modern country with the basis of a civil society. Enough cel­
ebration. now it is lime for work, and serious work should 
now start from the president himself.

In Brief
President Saleh to Give up the Judiciary 
Position
In a press conference held yesterday, presi­
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh pledged to fight 
against corruption and build a new modern 
country based on law and order. Moreover, 
he confirmed that he would give up the 
office of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Judicial Council and give the judiciary total 
independence. He also asserted that the posi­
tion would be handed over to another person 
or the Minister of Justice, adding that the 
president would have no judicial authority 
anymore. Besides, the president promised to 
give more scope to local governance and 
decentralization.

British Embassy Hosts Exhibition
PC Associates Ltd. is holding an exhibition 
on their products at the British Embassy 
Sana’a, from Saturday October 2nd, to 
Monday October 4th (inclusive). The exhi­
bition will be of particular interest to those in 
the banking, utilities and government 
Sectors.
PC Associate Ltd. are specialists in provid­
ing: Queue Management System, electronic 
banking currency boards, counterfeit curren­
cy detectors, LED programmable display 
boards and a full range of Corporate and 
government security print.

Consequences of Death Threat against a 
Participant in the Women Conference Continue 

A Moroccan participant in the Women 
Conference was threatened with death.
Dr. Abdul Hameed Al-Dailami, from 
Morocco and has the French nationality, 
introduced a paper in the Women 
Conference held in Sana’a, Yemen . He 
called for interpretations even if we have a 
Holy text. However, at night he received 
phone calls; one of them is from Dr. Abdul 
Rahman Ba Fadl, who has made a baseless 
belief from his personal translation of the 
paper that all that is written is nothing but 
infidelity. He strongly threatened Al-Dailami

and said that if he did not get back from this 
belief, his life is going to be in danger. This 
has created an atmosphere of fear in the 
Moroccan delegation who contacted police 
security to protect them until they left the 
following day at eleven o’clock in the morn­
ing. The threat even exceeds Raoofah 
Hassan. the head of the center. This aggres­
sive campaign against the center and its 
leader is led by a former minister and some 
politicians under religious claims.

Al-Asbahi: “Democracy is undergoing 
pressures of Temptation and Coercion” 

The Middle East Studies Center in the capi­
tal city of Jordan, Amman, held a seminar 
under the title, "Live Democracy in the Arab 
World : The Challenges and the Future 
Expectations.” Dr. Ahmed Mohmed Al- 
Asbahi, the former Secretary of the 
Permanent Committee of the PGC, partici­
pated in this seminar. He presented a paper in 
the meeting about the Yemeni public opinion 
is still undergoing the pressures of tempta­
tion and coercion from some personalities in 
power.. He had also stated: “The continuous 
commotions, assassinations and the differ­
ent crisis of mistrust and allegations has all 
participated in making the role of the Yemeni 
citizen in the democratical experience almost 
unmentionable.”

Arab Media & Human Rights in a 
Seminar

Organized by the Arab Journalists General 
Union, in cooperation with the Tunisia-based 
Arab Institute for Human Rights, a three-day 
seminar on the role of the Arab media in 
spreading the culture of human rights will be 
inaugurated on Tuesday, Sept. 28th in Cairo 
by the President of the Arab and Egyptian 
journalists syndicates, Mr. Ibrahim Nafi. The 
seminar will focus on four main studies. At 
another level, the President of the Yemeni 
Journalists Syndicate, Mr. Mahboob Ali will 
leave Sana’a today to attend the seminar.

Statistics About the Presidential Elections
By: Mohammed bin Sallam,
Yemen Times

The Yemeni Presidential Election ended with 
the winning of President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
against his competitive, Mr. Najeeb Kahtan Al- 
Shabei. Absolutely, this result was expected by

all citizens and supervisors. The local and international supervisors believed that the process 
of voting was low. The official information did not give the accurate result about the reports 
which was received by the Opposition Coordination Council during its voting supervision . 
Here we would like to illustrate some of the samples which we received from the Opposition 
Coordination Council about voting in some governorates:

Electoral 
district No.

Registered 
Number

Total
Votes

Percent Saleh
Voters

Qahtan
Voters

Omitted
Votes

Sana’a:
5
6
7

24,700
34,000
23,700

11,461
14,057
10,502

46,4
41,4
44,3

9829
12998
9859

645
838
645

326
231
30

Hadramut:
149 13,729 2885 21 2305 405 175

Sae’oun:
155
156

8773
15,200

1638
2800

18,7
18,4

— — —

Taiz:
44
31
30

18,000
33,000
25,000

7000
10,000
7000

38,9
30,3
28

— — —

Al-Dalae:
84 46,800 7000 26,1

— —

Hoddedah:
177
179

15,21
8612

7508
3114

50
36,2

7457
3053

151
61

7300

On the other hand, members of the People’s General Congress accused the members of the 
Islah Party that their participation was not that expected. The members of Islah replied, say­
ing that the elections results were already foreseen and that the president is to be the winner. 
Moreover, they accused some officials of the PGC leadership of preserving to themselves the 
money assigned for the transportation of voters. On the other hand, the Opposition 
Coordination Council affirmed that the participation in voting was low. However, Yemeni and 
international supervisions expect that relations between the PGC and Islah will witness hard 
times, especially as the time of Parliamentary elections are very near which might tensify the 
tension between the two parties in particular and all political parties in the arena in general.

Continued from Page 1
Czech to Sell Tanks to Yemen

S
ome local newspapers men­
tioned the latest deal between 
Yemen and Poland, in which 
Yemen bought around 50 Soviet- 
made tanks and got only 20 
tanks, and suspending the 30 others after 
news came stating that the tanks are being 

transported to the Sudanese shores. Reports 
said that the whole containers unloaded the 
tanks in Sudan. Local and foreign observers 
say that the islamist groups in Yemen were 
behind the support to Sudan in delivering 
them heavy artillery including the 20 tanks, 
to show which were then exported to 
Sudan.
Analysts suggest that the Yemeni govern­
ment was not notified with the deal with 
Poland, and that an investigation is taking 
place to know the exact circumstances of 
the deal. Some indications show that 
islamists with influence in the government 
and in other sectors of the Yemeni commu­
nity were the negotiators with the Polish 
government in the first deal, and with the 
Czech government in the current deal. Such 
deals are thought to be quite easy to strike.

especially that the tanks are of old brands 
that are no more used in Europe and most 
countries. Yemen’s army has more 
advanced tanks of brands T-72 and higher, 
and hence it does not need such older 
brands. The prices of these old branded 
tanks are very cheap, and reach USD 
40,000 as maximum. In other words, one 
tank is cheaper even than a Toyota - Land 
Cruiser branded car imported from Japan. 
The tanks that have been given to Sudan, 
are most probably for the use of the 
Sudanese army to further increase the pres­
sure on the attacks of the Secessionists in 
the south. Sudan is currently under a mili­
tary embargo with the excuse that it is pro­
viding refuge for Islamist fundamentalists. 
The question being asked is: “Are these 
tanks and weapons which are being trans­
ported to Sudan, just a simple type of aid to 
the Muslim brothers in Sudan? Or is it just 
a Yemeni traders taking advantage of the 
embargo on Sudan, and using Yemen’s offi­
cial stamps and documents to be as a medi­
um between those European countries and 
Sudan and gain money out of these deals?”

How the Elections 
Went in Mareb

O
n the morning of Thursday 
Sept. 23, the process of voting 
was began in all the electoral 
districts in Mareb, except the 
electoral center No.(i) in the 
constituency No. (300), division of Mahjaz, 
where all the committees and the military 

units were prevented by Sharhan and his 
men of entering the center. They alleged that 
they have such demands from the govern­
ment that they have not received yet.
Many letters were sent to tell and threaten 
the Governor that the electoral committees 
should not go to their areas because they 
have legal demands from the government. A 
tribal source has mentioned that those per­
sons who interrupted the elections has got 
weapons to do as such.
From the other side, the military units 
became exposed to the shelling of the RBG 
weapons in the pumps petroleum stations 
No. (2), which are located 50 Km. far from 
Mareb by unknown tribal groups. 
Fortunately, there was no any physical or 
financial costs.
The head of the committee, Mr. Saleh Al-

Hassan Saeed Al-Zaidei, 
Yemen Times

Tamm gave the voting polls to the commit­
tee in the electoral district No. 301 after he 
was arresting them by alleging that he has 
not received his privileges. We have met 
with some members of the committee who 
indicated that they paid eighty Rials to any 
one who can bring a citizen to vote.
Mr. Mohammed Al-Adani was finally per­
suaded to give voting polls as he got his 
privileges.
The head of the main committee in the con­
stituency No. (300) has illustrated that there 
are some problems which interrupt the work 
of the committees because there are many 
polls in Madghal, Majzar and Rakhwan 
towns, which have not yet being received. 
There was also a big noise inside the voting 
committees caused by the citizens them­
selves. In addition to this, there was no offi­
cial commissioners for the independent can­
didate, Mr. Najeeb Khatan Al-Shabei in the 
electoral districts.
The total result of counting votes as follows:

Electoral district’s No. Ali Abdullah Saleh Najeeb Kahtan
299 21,551 1010
300 11,000 300
301 18,000 450
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AL-SHOWRA

1-Death penalty against Al- 
Ahjari
On Saturday 18th September 1999, 
East Sana’a Court announced the 
final verdict against Al-Ahjari, who 
carried out the explosion at Bab-Al- 
Yemen (old Sana'a) on the 4th of 
August 1999. The incident caused 
the death of 6 persons and the 
injury of 43 others. The verdict stat­
ed the death penalty sentence 
against Al-Ahjary and imprison­
ment between 1-3 years against the 
other 12 persons, involved in bur­
glary crimes.

2-The Minister of Information 
won the court lawsuit against 
Al-Showra
The Minister of Information won 
the court lawsuit against Al-Showra 
newspaper. Apparently the court 
had accepted the Minister’s appeal. 
Earlier, he submitted a decree No 7 
for the year 1999, stating seizure of 
the newspaper publishing, due to 
another newspaper circulated under 
the same name and carried out by 
terminated employees from the 
staff of Al-Showra. In 1995, Al- 
Showra was also stopped by the 
Ministry of Information for one 
year.

3-Efforts to lenient the verdicts 
against the Moslem Britons 
Defence lawyers in Yemen are 
exerting efforts to soften the verdict 
sentence against the Moslem 
Britons, including eight Britons 
found guilty of carrying out sabo­
tage acts and terrorism targeting 
Yemeni stability. A source said that 
the defence lawyers are trying to 
find a way to have a deal. 
Conditionally, both sides would 
withdraw their appeals, yet they did 
not reach a final agreement. A 
Yemeni official said that if a deal 
was reached, the defendants could 
have their sentences reduced. One 
of the defendants has already with­
drawn his appeal. He was released 
on health grounds before the court 
ruling in August and was sentenced 
for time served in jail. The eight 
Britons are of Pakistani and Arab 
origin. The two other men are of 
North African descent. A diplomat­
ic Source said that the case pumped 
millions of £ and encouraged the 
tourism sector in Yemen to prove 
the good British intentions towards 
Yemen. Several British companies 
are seriously intending to re-open 
their offices in Yemen and are plan­
ning to execute several vital proj­
ects in the Free Zone and its airport. 
These projects have been frozen 
since the arrest of the Briton defen­
dants

AL-RAI AL-A’AM

Unsuccessful attempt of steal 
Besher Abdul-Haq’s car
The Yemeni businessman, Mr. 
Besher Abdul -Haq was attacked in 
an unsuccessful attempt of burglary 
by a gang of five armed men 
intending to steal his car, parked in 
his Coca-Cola factory 10km away 
from Sana’a city. The business man 
recognized the leader of the gang 
and informed the security police 
who launch search campaigns to 
arrest the criminals.

2-Aid of 5840 tons of wheat from 
France to Yemen
Yemen and France signed on 
Sunday 19th of September 1999, an

agreement for French food aid con­
taining 5840 tons of wheat. The 
shipment will arrive to the Suqatra 
Island and the offloading will be 
handled by a vessel of the French 
National Navy. Out of the quantity, 
5340 tons will be marketed in Aden. 
Under the supervision of the 
Ministry of Planning and French 
Embassy in Sana’a, the revenues of 
the wheat will finance development 
projects of the food sector in 
Yemen.

NABA

Rebuilding for a new $25 million 
tobacco plant
Yemen’s United Industries Co. on 
Wednesday said its plans to start 
soon building a new $25 million 
tobacco factory to replace the coun­
try’s largest cigarette plant, which 
was destroyed by fire last month. 
Company director, General 
Mohammed Abdul-Wadoud said 
that British American Tobacco 
(BAT), in addition to Yemeni 
investors and shareholders, will 
contribute to the cost of the new 
plant,’ which was producing 
Rothmans cigarettes. BAT merged 
with Rothmans International in 
June. United Industries, owned by 
the local Hayel Said Anam Group, 
holds local distribution rights by 
Rothmans International. Abdul- 
Wadoud said the new factory would 
be completed within eight months 
only and would have an annual pro­
duction capacity of 360,000 cartons 
— 180 million packets of 20 ciga­
rettes each. The factory will be 
located outside Taiz city, some 256 
km (159 miles) south of Sanaa. 
United Industries said it began 
importing Rothmans cigarettes to 
meet local demand after the old 
plant was destroyed by a fire caused 
by an electrical short circuit.

AL-AYYAM

Maclean 28 years old is still mys­
terious
The death of the British sailor Alan 
Maclean, 28 years old is still myste­
rious, as the investigation failed to 
find any helpful evidence. As per 
the testimony of the French captain, 
who successfully escaped with oth­
ers said that the British Sailor was 
shot to death by 5 pirates on the 
11th of September 1999. The vic­
tim’s patents are intending to call 
the Interpol to investigate the inci­
dent. Petty that, Mr. Maclean died 
in Somalian territories, a country 
that has no government to negotiate 
with.

A gang opened fire randomly to a 
car in Al-Mado/Obal road
A gang opened fire randomly to a 
car transporting 5 persons. The 
incident caused injury to the 5 per­
sons, out of which 3 of them are in 
very serious condition. Notably, 
Al-Mado and Obal areas are wit­
nessing an intensive tensile time, 
due to clashes over irrigation canals 
used between the inhabitants of the 
two areas since last year and the 
clashes agitated lately.

AL-WEHDAWI

1-Intensive military campaign 
did not totally control the explo­
sions
Despite the intensive military cam­
paign launched in the Kanfer gover­
norate last Saturday, a sound of 
enormous explosion was heard in

Al-Husan district, in the Kanfer 
governorate. Witnesses said that 
the security police have arrested 
one suspect, passing by the area at 
the time of the explosion. Another 
huge explosion took place last 
Wednesday in a government prem­
ise for fishing services in Aden. The 
blast caused the death of Mr. 
Waheeb Awad, 45 years old and the 
injury of two persons. Security 
police reported that the explosion 
occurred due to a technical defect in 
one of the pipes of fish the fridge, 
operating with aluminum gas. 
Other media sources said that, the 
explosion was due to explosive 
device detonated in the premise.. 
The security police started wide 
arrest campaign , yet the perpetra­
tors and the motive of the two 
explosion are still unreleased.

2-Al-Zendani, is still refusing to 
take part in the election propa­
ganda
Sheik Abdul-Majeed Al-Zendani, 
the Chairman of Islah Islamic Party 
is still refusing to take part in the 
election propaganda of the 
President Al-Abdullah Saleh, as the 
candidate of the Government party, 
stressing on the news saying that, 
there are cleavages among the Islah 
Islamic party towards the upcoming 
Presidential election. Source 
asserted from the teleconversation 
between the President Saleh, and 
Al-Zendani, the President asked 
him to participate in the election 
propaganda, yet he replied, under 
the slogan of democracy he should 
be left to his contentment.

RAI

1-Newspapers are suspended and 
interrogated
Sources said that, Al-Showra news­
paper have been officially suspend­
ed , as per the court decree. Al- 
Ayyam newspaper is still under 
interrogation for the article of the 
interview with the Egyptian Abu- 
Hamza Al-Masri. Moreover, the 
Chief Auditor of Al-Rai Al-A’am 
was badly beaten by three persons, 
who attacked him in his office last 
Wednesday.

2-Haraz kidnapped are appealing 
the President to release them
Seven persons were Kidnapped 
from Haraz by Jaham tribe sent an 
appealing letter to the President of 
the Republic to release them, as 
they have been detained for more 
than two months, notably the 
detainees are accused of kidnapping 
one girl of Jaham clan. So far, there 
is no response from the government 
todate.

AL-BALAGH

1-More than 5-1/2 Million voters 
will proceed to the Election 
Ballots
For the first time in Yemen History 
and the Arabian Peninsula, Election 
of President from the Nation. More 
than five-and-half million citizens 
will proceed to the ballots to cast 
their franchise for the New 
President of Republic. The current 
President Mr. Ali Abdulla Saleh 
took power in 1978. He is running 
this term election against his oppo­
nent Mr. Nageeb Qahtan Alshaabi. 
The authorities have deployed Fifty 
Five Thousand Soldiers to enforce 
discipline and order for smooth 
election procedures. Both candi­
dates have been travelling around 
the country, campaigning for their 
election. They also disregarded the

opposition call to nation to boycott 
the election. Instead, in their 
speeches encouraged the citizens to 
participate in the election and prac­
tice their democratic rights in order 
to lay down foundations for democ­
racy and civilized behavior and atti­
tude towards peaceful transforma­
tion of power. Both candidates 
made their speeches, promising the 
people, for better tomorrow and 
building of new modern Yemen and 
prosperous future.

26 SEPTEMBER

1-Presidential Elections draws 
the attention of the Arab and 
International Mass Media
European and Arab non- 
Government delegations were the 
supervisor of the presidential elec­
tions in Yemen, they reached more 
than 716 persons. Plus 239 journal­
ists, representatives from local, 
Arab and International media. The 
presidential election in Yemen cap­
tured the Arab and foreign interests, 
It is described to be the first experi­
ence, where Yemeni people actually 
exercised their rights to select their 
leader freely and fairly. It is a turn­
ing point in the life of the Yemeni 
people.

2- Big show of more than 180 
piece of Yemeni antiquities in 
Munich
Nowadays, the International 
Munich Museum in Germany is 
arranging the big show of more 
than 180 piece of Yemeni antiqui­
ties, which reflect the Yemeni roots 
and culture. The General Director 
of the National Museum, Mr. 
Abdul-Aziz Al-Jendari said that the

Yemeni Exhibition participated in 
several international museums in 
Europe and it was highly praised. 
He added that, National Museum in 
Sana’a will witness transition area 
after the implementation of the 
Yemen -Netherlands project, which 
will renovate the National Museum 
to be furniture with all utilities of 
international technologies, preserv­
ing the Yemeni tradition and old 
style.

AL-OMAH

1-The British convicted refused 
to cancel their appeal
Yemeni prosecutors and defence 
lawyers for ten 10 Moslem, includ­
ing 8 Britons convicted on terror­
ism charges in Yemen failed to con­
vince them to withdraw their 
appeal, which might enable the con­
victed to go back home or reduce 
the jail sentences. More over, they 
claim the court to announce their 
innocence. There are expectations 
that the case file will be completely 
closed during the coming few 
weeks, especially that the Yemeni 
Government is under strong pres­
sures by the British Government, 
regarding the same case. Sources 
said that, there are great anticipa­
tions that the Yemeni Government 
might release the convicted under 
presidential amnesty or to extradite 
them to Briton to stand in front of 
the British court. But in both alter­
natives the file will be nearly 
closed. Defence lawyers have been 
discussing an agreement with the 
relevant parties, under which both 
sides would withdraw their appeals. 
A Yemeni official said earlier that if 
a deal was reached, the defendants

could have their sentences reduced

2-Ben Laden Assistance is a medi­
ator to release Arabs from 
Afghanistan in the Yemeni jails 
Reliable source anticipated the 
arrival of high ranking official from 
the American CIA to Yemen in the 
near future. The purpose of his visit 
is to gather information related to 
the group convicted of terrorism. 
Same source link between the 
arrival of the CIA member and the 
expected visit of Osma Ben Laden’s 
assistance, who is also intending to 
visit Yemen at the same period of 
time. He will meet Adan / Abyan 
Islamic leaders and the high rank­
ing officials and Sheiks, in power to 
negotiate with the Government in 
order to appeal forgiveness for Al- 
Mehdar , the leader of Aden Abyan 
Islamic Army who is facing death 
penalty. He is also intending to 
claim release of the Arabs from 
Afghanistan, detained in the 
Yemeni Jails. Other source asserted 
that, the main purpose of his visit is 
to fine a secure refuge to Osama 
Ben Laden. Still the credibility of 
all contradictory news is unknown.

AL-THOWRI

Mr. Obad of the Socialist party 
arrived Sana’a
The General Secretary of the 
Socialist Opposition Party, Mr. Ali 
Saleh Obad arrived Sana’a lately, 
after a month visit to Cairo, Doha 
and UAE. Notably, Mr. Obad is the 
Socialist Candidate for the 
Presidential election, who was not 
nominated by the Parliament. 
During his visit to the aforesaid 
countries, he carried out several 
campaigns and activities with mem­
bers of the socialist party outside 
the country.
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1st Direct Presidential Election Votes and Results

Official and Public’s Point of View
Staff Members

Yemen Times

L
ast Thursday, depending on official 
sources, more than 3.5 million 
Yemeni people, that is around 66%, 
went to the voting polls to vote for 
one of the two candidates for 
Presidency in the first direct Presidential elec­
tions witnessed by Yemen. Even though there are 

speculations of the actual number of voters, as 
some sources say that the voting percentage did 
not exceed 40%. All sources have agreed that the 
President's percentage of 963%, was indeed 
correct. The number of voting polls in all the 
governorates was 17,184, with 6,135 of them 
allocated for the female voters and the remain­
ing ones for the male voters. According to the 
Supreme Committee for Elections, the number 
of people participating in observing the election 
process was 52,712 in all the electoral centers. 
The same source pointed out that the election 
process was guarded by more than 52,000

Sergeants and soldiers.
In the press conference he held last Wednesday, 
Mr. Abdullah Barakat, Chairman of the 
Supreme Committee for Election, said that the 
observers came from Palestine, India, Finland, 
Korea, Czech, Djibouti, the International 
Organization for the American Electoral 
Systems, the United Nations Program for 
Development besides a number of local 
observers.
The Presidential Elections are considered to be a 
new step towards enhancing democracy in 
Yemen. It was amazing to see the people choos­
ing their own president in a direct way. Despite 
the few mistakes occurred, nobody can ignore 
the positive sides of such an event. Will the elect­
ed President be able to meet the demands of the 
people who hang all their hops on him? The 
Yemen Times paid a lot of visits to many elec­
toral centers in Sana’a Thursday morning and 
talked with some of the people who came in that 
early morning filled with ambitions for a better 
tomorrow.

Bushra Mohammed Ali
people started to arrive at the electoral centers from 
8 O’clock in the morning and we witnessed a good 
number of women, too. We felt that all the people 
responded positively towards the democratic expe­
rience they lived for the first time in the history of 
Yemen. I look at this event as an important step 
towards enhancing the development process in 
Yemen.

Aamal Mohammed Ateeq, Head of the Electoral 
Committee in Center “C”
There was a good number of women participating 
in the voting process, especially in the afternoon 
because most of them worked in their houses in the 
morning. The number of attendants, of course vary 
according to the location of the electoral centers. In 
other words, centers located in crowded areas wit­
nessed a lot of people from both sexes. In fact, we 
are very optimistic about this event and we hope 
that the elected President will not dash the hope of 
the people who elected him and do his best to com­
bat corruption.

Taha Ahmad Al-Jormouzi, Head of electoral dis­
trict no. 14, Sana’a
As you see that the people had started coming from 
7 O’clock in the early morning before we started. 
This, in fact, reflects the people’s enthusiasm about 
this historical event which is considered one of the 
main moves towards enhancing the democratic 
activities and principles our country is based upon. 
We, as electoral committees, do our best to provide 
the voters with the possible means of safety and 
secrecy to choose whom they see suitable to run the 
country. We hope that combating corruption will be 
at the top of the elected President’s agenda.

Abdul Rahman Abdulla, voter
I arrived here at 8 O’clock and in spite of the big 
numbers of people arriving, I can see order prevail­
ing everywhere. We do not feel that we are 
observed, on the contrary, everybody here knows

who he is going to vote for. Many people will vote 
for Ali Abdulla Saleh, whom they look at as their 
last chance to combat corruption. Anyway, giving 
the people a chance to choose their president is a 
good sign for a better future and I do expect the 
coming Presidential Election in 2004 to be more 
competitive than this.

Khalid Al-Roainy
I am very enthusiastic about this election and I con­
sider it a good and a successful experience for a 
poor country like Yemen. Choosing the democratic 
course will enhance the development process 

desired by all. The peo­
ple view these elec­
tions as a new hope to 
improve their living 
standards. Both of the 
candidates have pre­
sented their programs 
to the people, we hope 
that at least 80% of 
what they promised of 
in their programs will

be implemented.

Nasr Masary, local observer
I arrived here at 8 O’clock in the morning and I 
found a lot of people who kept coming till the after­
noon. In fact, I have found it very easy to do my 
work as an observer of the electing process, as well 
as counting the votes. I can say that Yemen, by 
these elections, is moving in the right path of devel­
opment and progress.

Faiza Ahmad Al-Doais, District no. 2, Committee 
no. 12
Though we started just two hours ago, there are 
about 85 women out of 324 women enrolled in our 
lists. The others will soon come after finishing the 
housework. People have become aware of the 
importance of such democratic practices which 
enable them to choose the leader they think is suit­
able and able to combat corruption.

Lamsah Mohammed Abdul Galeel, District no. 2, 
Committee no. 11
Their is a crowed of women which makes some 
problem for us because most of them do not know 
the alphabet and their districts, so we have to direct 
them to the electoral districts they are enrolled in. 
This is, of course, a waste of time and it causes a lot 
of troubles as you can see. Anyhow, there is a lot of 
women who keep coming in big numbers which, in 
fact, reflects the success of the role the media has 
played in arising the women awareness about their 
constitutional rights. We ground our hopes of lead­
ing the country towards a better tomorrow on the 
coming President.

Ivana Zuntova, Czech Republic, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Section of Mideast.
I am Ivana Zuntova from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic and I came as an 
observer because our relationship with the Republic 
of Yemen has been very intensive, especially during 
the latest months and I think it is very important to 
support every step which your friendly country is 
doing so I was delegated to come to observe this. 
This was not for checking your situation but more 
like an expression of our good-well and good sup­
port of your country. This very important for me to 
stress on. I can see that you have done very much 
already because you made elections in 1993 and 
1997. It was shown that the people were interested 
in this process and the number of participants is 
increasing this time which is important as I think. I 
must say that I was quite surprised at the enthusi­
asm of the people for the election and when I saw 
the voters waiting patiently and trying to do their 
duty. I was even impressed by the experience of the 
committees because I saw that they were doing 
their work very carefully and I saw also some mis­
takes like, for example, the people forget to bend he 
paper and it might be visible but the committee was 
not willing to see them of course. The people who 
came to the elections sometimes made some mis­
takes but they were not serious ones. For example, 
I saw that some people were signing in front of the 
committee but they were directed to go to the cab­
ins. I think the mistake is possible. You know this is 
something normal and it can happen anywhere.

Next week, we will bring the opposition’s view.

SILVER 
LINING

By: Mohammed Hatem Al-Qadhi, 
Managing Editor, Yemen Times

Reining in The Cronies

I
nspite of all the mistakes and 
lack of a real healthy competi­
tion in the presidential election, 
the 23rd of September will be 
recognized as an important day 
in the history of democracy in Yemen, 
since it has marked Yemen as a presi­

dential system, where the president is 
nominated through direct voting by the 
people. This election has brought Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, who has been in power 
for the last two decades, to the office of 
presidency. He might be again in the 
office for the presidential office is 
determined in two terms only as the 
Yemeni Constitution dictates.
However, holding the presidential elec­
tion is fine for it will establish a demo­
cratic tradition.
I visited several voting centers and con­
stituencies in the day of the election. I 
found that the participation was good in 
some centers and low in others. I asked 
some men and women about the reason 
why they were voting. I could under­
stand that most of these people do not 
have a convincing reason why to vote. 
I. moreover, even asked them whether 
they expect accomplishments of the 
election programs of the two candi­
dates. I noticed that most of them have 
not even heard about these programs, 
thanks to the high rate of illiterate peo­
ple in our society. In other words, most 
of the people are not fully aware of the 
importance of elections and that it is 
one of the most important means of 
democracy. This means that these peo­
ple might be blindly mobilized to vote, 
not necessarily in this election but also 
in any kind of future elections. It stands 
to reason that the Yemeni people need 
to be educated about the significance of 
democracy and their participation 
becomes vital since it is their participa­
tion that determines who is to be elect­
ed. People should understand that elec­
tion is their means of change. In other 
words, the democratic culture is highly 
needed. In this connection, the NGOs 
relating to democracy have to work 
very hard and raise the public aware­
ness towards the vitality of this issue. 
People should not be just parrots, 
repeating what others say. Rather, they 
should be learned and hence be able to 
practice this democratic right dutifully 
which can have positive outcome and

leads to change. Furthermore, when 
this required change takes place, they 
will feel that the practice is fruitful and 
accordingly will be enthusiastic about 
coming participation in any other elec­
tions.
Well, now President Saleh is again in 
office of presidency in his first five- 
year term, which coincides with a new 
beginning of a new century and a new 
millennium. From that standpoint, it 
coincides with new hopes and aspira­
tions for a new reality more in keeping 
with the requirements of a new and dif­
ferent world. The most challenging 
issues the president will have to face as 
the new century unfolds are the ques­
tions of alleviating poverty, unemploy­
ment, political reconciliation, insecuri­
ty, kidnapping and others. He has to 
give wider scopes for investments so as 
to reduce the ratio of poverty which has 
reached 30% as the population increase 
proportion is 3.7%.
The President has five years to bring 
about the required transformations and 
uphold what has now become a global 
demand, that of implementing democ­
racy, press freedom, human rights and 
pluralism, with no other restrictions 
than those prescribed by law. However, 
this is not likely to take place unless he 
reins in and impose stiff measures 
against the cronies existing in the 
power center and affecting the decision 
making; those who look only for their 
interests. These cronies should remem­
ber that the people can no longer toler­
ate all these sufferings and economic 
hardships which have taken a heavy 
toll of their lives. They should also 
remember that if the crisis situation 
flares up, they will be the first target. 
They have taken much of the welfare of 
the people and that is ENOUGH. 
Therefore, they should wake up and be 
a good support for the President to 
implement his election program and 
prove to the people that this time is dif­
ferent and change and reform is 
inevitable. This is because a genuine 
democracy and corruption do not coex­
ist, for development comes about in the 
context of a genuine democracy. We 
are all supporting the President to make 
his election program materialize, estab­
lishing a civil society based on law and 
order.

Open Letter of Thanks to 
the Government and People 

of the Republic of Yemen
In the early hours of 17 August 1999, a devastating earthquake hit the 
Marmara region in northwestern Turkey, taking a very heavy toll in 
human lives and causing widespread destruction.
Thousands were lost, thousands were wounded, thousands were left 
homeless and in need.
As we started dealing with the tragic humanitarian consequences of 
this astounding calamity, we were gratified to see that our national 
mobilization was being supported by a large-scale international relief 
effort including search and rescue teams, firefighters, doctors and 
medical teams.
The people of turkey are deeply grateful for your timely assistance and 
for your moral and material support in the aftermath of the earthquake 
disaster. Your generous and human gesture in our most difficult and 
painful days will always be remembered.
Now we are faced with the immediate task of providing temporary shel­
ter for thousands of our homeless citizens that will give them shelter 
through the coming winter months. We are undertaking a major recon­
struction effort to build new earthquake-resistant permanent homes for 
them. We are determined to heal the wounds of the destruction caused 
by this catastrophe within the shortest possible time and fully restore 
and renovate the infrastructure in the disaster zone.
We trust that you will continue to stand by us.
We are profoundly thankful to you for your solidarity.
We shall not forget the helping hand you have extended to us in our 
hour of need.

Republic of Turkey

Impression 
about Yemen

H. E, Taha Yassin Al-Basri 
Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq

T
he impressions of any Arab is, as a matter of fact, different to that of 
foreigners when traveling to Yemen. When an Arab travels to Yemen, 
he is leaving his original home to settle in another portion of his huge 
Arab world. Hence, he would hardly feel himself away from home, as 
we have the same language, history, religion, conventions, except for 
slight differences imposed by nature and circumstances.

This small introduction does not mean 1 have no impressions about Yemen. My 
impressions are evolving day after day and are placed into my memories. We are 
living in a country where we feel as our home, and hence, feel ourselves citizens in 
our own country. The first impression 1 have is that Yemen is a perfect reminder to 
any Arab of our ancestors glorious and prosperous civilization whose first groups 
originally traveled from Yemen. While in Yemen, I feel that I am among my broth­
ers who have the same feelings, ambitions, as well as hopes. Therefore, I say that 
being in Yemen never makes me feel as an alien.
If you read the history of Yemen, it is certain that you will recognize that there is a 
developing process that comprises almost all dimensions of life. To get into the 21st 
century and to build the modern and developed society, Yemeni people are certain­
ly moving in the right path . The Yemeni leadership is long sighted, for it has made 
a strong basis for the needs and necessities that will be a must in the future.
The Yemeni people have also proved that they very much support and enhance the 
national Arab unity, by taking the initiative to deepen the unification of Yemen and 
protecting it, at the risk of their lives. I really feel there are lots of similarities 
between the political policy in Iraq and that of Yemen. Titis is the reason behind all 
that mutual harmonious relations and stability between the two countries. This is a 
manifestation of the great sincere efforts exerted by the two brotherly leaders, 
Saddam Hussein and Ali Abdullah Saleh and their strong commitment to serve their 
people as well as their countries.
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Duties Versus Challenges of Tourism
Ismail Al-Ghabiry,

Yemen TimesI
t is a common held belief that 
tourism has become a universal 
trade business all over the 
world. It is a phenomenon that 
has so many multidimensional 
advantages. On the human relations' 
level, it enhances and strengthens 

relations between people as it makes 
them acquainted with different con­
ventions. traditions, cultures, as well 
as arts. It is also a way to start new 
relations based on love as well as 
peace for it creates a nice atmosphere 
for making the long-awaited dream of 
peace among the nations.
On the level of living, a number of 
advantages could also be perceived 
for it makes better conditions of life in 
different districts and support the 
national economy. It provides a great 
number of job opportunities for many 
people. This means developing the 
income of Yemeni families, limiting 
unemployment, encouraging the busi­
nessmen to invest in the country as 
well as attracting modern technology 
to the country through foreign compa­
nies.
There are other merits and benefits 
that will best felt by the people. The 
Yemen of today is in a bad need of the 
profits of tourism on all levels either 
on the level of national economy or 
improving the ways of life or that of 
the environment and keeping it clean. 
All this makes lots of duties, respon­

sibility as well as challenges on the 
side of the government and its con­
cerned constituents. It requires the 
government to sincerely and positive­
ly move towards establishing an 
effective policy whose fruits will be 
yield in the near future. It should also 
exert efforts to avoid any anticipated 
negative effects or that ones faced in 
its way of constructing and develop­
ing tourism industry in Yemen. The 
negative effects may result from dif­
ferent reasons such as the low-level of 
planning and absence of the govern­
ment supervision.
If we cast a look over the countries 
that has got a head of Yemen in the 
tourism drive, we will see the great 
profits countries have made from 
tourism. Their economies have actu­
ally flourished and become very pros­
perous.
Yemen is a fertile and rich country by 
its status as well as tourist resources. 
What it only lacks is the strong belief 
and commitment in the principles of 
tourism. I believe that in order to 
make our tourism drive become pros­
perous, we have to make a head posi­
tive progress in three dimensions, that 
can be summarized in the following:

The Executive Institution:
(a) Tourism requires as a first step 
exerting great efforts attempted by 
skilled and qualified personalities. 
Therefore, all the concerned min­
istries should participate in this labor 
to make easy all the obstacles and dif­
ficulties faced so that we will be able 
to push the helm of tourism a head. It 
is observed as important to establish 
the Supreme Council of Tourism 
chaired by the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Ministry of Culture as a 
Vice President. The Ministries con­
cerned have to participate actively in 
tourism as members in the council so 
as to carry out the rules and decisions 
as effective and serious as possible.
(b) Each job has its own tools and the 
tools of tourism are the qualified staff 
that use science in administrating 
things in a skilled way. Therefore, it is 
a priority to constitute and make 
available an organized specific and 
accurate framework for the General 
Tourist Authority to make a correct 
practice and establish a real tourism 
based upon modern science. A quali­
fied executive apparatus has also to be 
established. The staff should also 
master different languages for master­
ing these languages is the key factor 
for flourishing tourism industry. 
Knowing languages is also important 
for understanding other people, mar­
keting, making researches and stud­
ies, participating in international sym­
posia and conferences, in correspon­
ding, making contracts with foreign 
companies, etc.
(c) A modern administration has to be 
established based upon science and 
new techniques, able to deal and 
interact with the workers for the 
advancement and development of 
works. The administration has also to 
follow the following principles:
1- Qualifications as well as competen­
cy should be the main standard in 
evaluating and selecting all workers 
in all levels, to put the right person in 
the right place.
2- Adherence to rules of the adminis­
tration is a must that should be fol­

lowed by all equally. However, this 
should not restrict workers to show as 
well as manifest their merits and tal­
ents.
3- Applying “punishment and reward 
system” that should be all-inclusive to 
all levels.
4- Choosing the specialized qualifica­
tions and higher levels.
5- Reconsidering the financial as well 
as administrative organization.
6- Applying observation and evaluat­
ing performance.
7- Making specific the relations 
between the centers and the branches 
so as not to mingle duties.
8- Making an effective observing pro­
gram that ensures appealing services 
to tourists by tourists companies.
(d) Making information centers that 
apply the technical apparatus and sup­
plies the modern tourist information 
either local or foreign as to provide 
planners and decision makers with 
good materials.

The Internal Dimension
(1) Completing the main structure.
(2) A Comprehensive field survey 
should conducted to locate tourist 
places and those that need mainte­
nance and attention.
(3) Issuing a tourist legislation.
(4) Specifying the financing sources 
whether it is from the budget of the 
government or from something else.
(5) Applying the procedures of mod­
em scientific studies as a static princi­
ple.
(6) Planning tourism drive that is 
incorporated with general public 
objectives.
(7) Specifying polices and aims of the 
whole tourist activity in the country 
and instructing the private sector to 
follow these polices.
(8) protecting environment
(9) Activating local tourism
(10) Intensive care should be given to 
the tourist production.
(11) Making use of other countries 
experiences to establish principles 
and techniques and also to solve 
obstacles and difficulties faced in our 
tourism movement.
(12) putting an end to the random 
investment in the tourist field.
(13) Arranging programs to raise 
awareness of all participating factors 
in tourism movement to enhanced as 
well as maintain the desired behavior.
(14) Realizing the human capacity of 
tourist positions and the possibility of

distributing tourists to these places.
(15) Efforts should be made to con­
struct clean and neat three stars hotels 
and to make available all that required 
by tourists.
(16) Making arrangements to get rid 
of swage.
(17) Specializing in tourist resorts. 
Yemen should make big efforts to 
specialize and train a staff in this field 
so as to meet the latest in technology 
and science. There should be a trend 
to exploit the natural as well as the 
cultural and traditional resources so as 
to attract the attention of foreigners to 
Yemen.
Another point that should be taken 
into consideration is that tourists will 
never cherish the idea of coming to 
Yemen unless they find that they will 
be given the attention and care need­
ed. So it is advisable to supply these 
places with all that please and satisfy 
tourists.

The Exterior Dimension:
It is important that we define the mar­

ket so as to make strong relations with 
its people . Most of the tourists that 
come to our country are from Europe 
so it is important that we enhance 
strong bilateral relations with all these 
countries. However, we should not 
close doors at the face of other coun­
tries’ tourists.

Popularization
After specifying the resorts and mar­
ket we come to popularization. We 
hereby propose the following:
The media, tourist maps, tourist cards, 
publishing leaflets, tourist magazines. 
TV, radio, circulars, photos, etc are all 
means of popularization. A trend 
should be made to arrange and hold 
tourist exhibitions inside as well as 
outside Yemen. Competitive tourist 
programs should be carefully 
planned. Establishing a tourist office 
abroad so as to be aware of the prob­
lems of tourism in Yemen and to be a 
point of contact between outside as 
well as inside Yemen.

ADEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
(Under management of Sanaa International School) 

Box 6227, Khormaksar 
Aden, Yemen

Phone 232-290 Fax 235-001

Aden International School offers HIGH QUALITY 
EDUCATION in the English language.

The curriculum includes:

• Art
• Music 
• Science 

• Mathematics 
• Physical education 
• Computer literacy

• Cultural studies (history, geography, 
economics)

• English(reading, grammar, spelling, 
composition, and keyboarding)

We believe in success for all students through a 
personalized approach to instruction and a positive 
learning environment. Open to all children 5 years 

through 13 years of age.
Please call for information about application

Workshop on irrigation Policy 
Implementation Action Plans

A
 Workshop on the a policy of irrigation organ­
ized by ministry of agriculture in cooperation 
with (FAO) during 18-19 September, 1999. 
The discussion included using the modern 
styles of irrigation in order to secure essential 
food resources for the second generation.

Background of the irrigation system in Yemen:
The irrigation policy as a series of Principles prepared and 
submitted to the decision-makers and the planners to be 
approved and to take all the necessary measures of its 
implementation, is the key process for dealing with irriga­
tion in Yemen.
The irrigation sector is the major consumer of water. The 
ones working in this sector use water with extremely high 
waste and without awareness, leading to over-all irrigation 
efficiency not more 35%.
Over-exploitation of groundwater by farmers is a problem 
causing decreased water pureness, seawater intrusion, and a 
rapid depletion of some aquifers. In the long run, depletion 
will cause demographic dangerous changes with negative 
impact socio-economical aspects in the rural areas.
The continuation of this situation will make the sustainable 
and economical use of water in irrigation through a balance 
criteria of supply and demand impossible. Agriculture pro­
duction also has low yield and poor quality causing a huge 
loss to the national economy and deficit to food security.
Inspite of all these problems, the irrigation sector is the 
main productive sector in the country contribution 17 to the 
GDP, and providing direct and indirect jobs to more than 
total employment, thus encouraging the people to live in the 
rural areas rather than moving to cities which contain better 
services and more job opportunities.
Dealing with irrigation sector through numerous institu­
tions, the lack of financial and technical capabilities, ambi­
guity in roles and responsibilities, and less coordination will 
make the situation worse. The existing roles of these insti­
tution are limited to some activities without supervision and 
control over the use of water. They practice some activities 
through programs far from priorities and problems related 
to development and management of water for irrigation. 
Some of these activities depend upon financial and techni­
cal support for the MDG and faces discontinuity after the

termination of the donors programs.
These missions relate to formulation 
and implementation of the irrigation 
policy are serious tasks require the 
involvement of all concerned parties. 
We do hope that implementing these

tasks will be accept and support by the decision-makers. 
Because they are the only way to deal with irrigation activ­
ities and problems. Implementing them will enable us to 
deal with the donors in a more organized and effective way 
and hence encourage them to get the situation much better 
than it currently is.
The irrigated area increased from 230,000 ha in 1970 to 
around 600,000 ha in 1998. This was accompanied by dou­
bling the irrigated area from groundwater by ten folds (from 
37,000 ha in 1970 ha 383,912 ha in 1998).
The main reason for this development was the support of 
construction spate irrigation schemes, introducing drilling 
and pumping technology, and availability of agriculture 
products markets.
Recently, small structures have been constructed (small 
dams, check structures ponds, ... etc.) in the highlands to 
develop additional water for domestic, irrigation, and 
recharge of groundwater. The total number of these struc­
tures executed and under study reached more than 550 
structures in the end of 1998. From this total. 386 structures 
are small dams and check structures, and only 40% of them 
were executed.
Farm irrigation management in the surface irrigation proj­
ects is still weak. In spite of the observed progress in farm 
irrigation management in groundwater basins, still it is 
below the anticipated level. This has reflected and led to a 
reduced irrigation efficiency of about 35 % with no appli­
cation of modern irrigation methods and water usage tech­
nologies in agriculture.
Rain-fed agriculture was subject to misuse and the total area 
that depended on rainfed agriculture retreated from 1,056. 
000 ha in 1970 to 678,000 ha in 1998.
As a conclusion of this report, we here can draw a conclu­
sion out of the workshop from the short but effective state­
ment of Mr. Mutahar Zeid Mutahar, head of the irrigation 
department at the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation: “It 
is always important for our agriculture sector to follow up 
with the plans of irrigation. The major themes of this work­
shop were to tackle the irrigation traditional problems. 
Using modern technology in an appropriate way side by 
side with austerity programs in the usage of irrigation are 
the best tools for irrigation in our country.”
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Yemeni Ancient 

Traditional Dresses
Saleh Abdulbaqi
Cultural Editor
Yemen Times

Y
emeni Society has a 
number of ancient 
traditional dresses. 
Through these traditional 
dresses. people have 
formed their own originali­
ty and civilization. The 

country has different beau­
tiful samples of traditional 
dresses which are inherited 
through the generations. 
These dresses emanated 
from the real environment, 
which formed the customs 
and traditions of our coun­
try.
Without doubt, people in 
Yemen have a high 
taste in this field. In 
other words, we are 
proud of our 
national 
customs. In 
this report I 
will deal 
with some 
of these dis­
tinguished fea­
tures of this 
dress in 
Tehama- 
Hodeidah. 
People in
Tehama are
famous from the 
ancient periods 
for their originali­
ty and traditional 
customs. They still 
preserve these tra­
dition until today. 
If we look closely, 
we would realize 
that this tradition 
embodied the close 
relation between man and 
the earth. The Tehamian 
society is distinguished for 

its traditional uni­
forms, which 

became a part of its 
daily life. The new 
fashions did not 
affect the traditional 

dresses of Tehama because 
through their traditional 
dresses, people there have 
formed a deep civilization. 
Moreover, dresses in 
Tehama are among the most 
distinguished amongst all 
the Yemeni dresses. The 
white color reflects kind­
ness and peace, two things 
that distinguish Tehamians 
from other Yemenis. 
Tehamian men wear the 
white ’Ma’waz’, and the 
‘Al-Maajar’ which sur­

rounds their waists.
On their heads, they 
also wear a cotton 
white cap or the 

caned cap. 
which is a 
quite famous 
handicraft in 
Tehama. 
They also put 
some flowers 
on the head 
within a 
green ‘Shaal’ 

o r
‘Mashqar’. 
Finally, I 
would like to 
affirm here 
that our 

ancient dresses 
reflect the real 
face of our coun­

try. The tourists 
and visitors have a 

desire to see and 
get these dresses. 
Dresses that Tehami 
men wear truly 
reflect an idea of 

peace of mind, and simplic­
ity. The two features of all 
tehamian people.

Ignorance’s Consequences 
on Our Society

Mohammed Noman Al-Hakimi, 
Taiz

I
t is quite obvious that 
ignorance and negli­
gence are fully con­
trasted. The great dif­
ference between the 
content of these two allies is 
exactly what we feel today in 

our society and what our 
ancestors felt as well. But 
what we realize is different 
from what they did. They 
lived in the darkness of igno­
rance. However, after the 
coming of Islam, they began 
to look for science and cling 
to it till they accomplished 
remarkable progress. In con­
trast, today, we live in deeper 
darkness. It is the darkness of 
neglecting science. That neg­
ligence has made the Islamic 
nation a rather sick nation, 
after a remarkable progress 
achieved centuries ago. Such 
darkness was planted into the 
heart of nearly every Arab 
Muslim colonialists. 
However, we find colonizers 
from the West themselves 
wondering at and looking for 
the miracles of this religion 
that science has proved. 
What the Holly Quran com­
prises, indeed, astonished the 
world as a whole. Many peo­
ple certified on behalf of the 
Islamic religion, most agreed 
with it, and. the others 
believed it.

The scientific and technolog­
ical progress the world 
enjoys today, and which 
nourished the various fields 
of human life, like flying in 
the air away from the earth, 
was known to illiterate 

prophet (peace and prayers 
be upon him) 14 centuries 
ago, according to the Holly 
Quran revealed to him still 
we must have a confessive 
and scientific stance concern­
ing this. The stance should be 
first of all, out of ignorance 
which prevailed in our pres­
ent Age, and has become a 
doctrine rather a philosophi­
cal school for many intellec­
tuals and thinkers of today. 
Due to a number of internal 
and external factors, it seams 
to them that it would be in the 
interest of the individual to 
ignore the constant facts and 
statements the Holly Quran 
reveals, and which form a 
stumbling block before them. 
And thus they find it impossi­
ble to continue their fast 
progress or get out of the 
organized sphere of science 
to the sphere of decline and 
aimlessness.

When coming back to the 
Holly Quran, which is the 
greatest of the Holly Books 
which are not distorted, we 
see that it involves a great 
deal of scientific rules and 
facts with a direct relation to 
technological and scientific 
discoveries humanity has 
made since the beginning of 
this world. These facts indi­
cate obviously that the 
Everlasting Creator has a 
knowledge of what has hap­
pened and what is to happen, 
And how we will stop the 
preamble since what follows 
will be even more interesting. 
We have to return to some 

facts the Holly Quran 
includes regarding discover­
ies.
We start from the seabed till 
we reach high space layers 
coming through the life of the 
peculiar creator named man 
(Insane.) In addition, we will 
consider geographical and 
physical phenomena which 
surround him and which are 
well matched to his activities.

At the beginning of the age of 
many-sided scientific inven­
tions and discoveries 
oceanographers were able, no 
doubt after a very hard 
extended work, to discover 
the fact that sea, in general 
terms, which appears to form 
its outside to be one uniform 
mass of water, in fact strati­
fied. Every layer has different 
characteristics from that of 
the layer which follows. And 
these very deep seas contain 
earthly waves which are also 
different from those on the 
surface of the sea. They have 
reached the fact that seas are 
too dark in their deeper lay­
ers. Besides, many other sci­
entific facts have been 
recorded by the scientific fra­
ternity and after all, it has 
been realized with fiducial 
looks that all that the scien­
tists have come to know was 
however, known of earlier 
through the tongue of the 
“illiterate prophet” (peace 
and prayers be upon him). 
Indeed, it is strange that the 
prophet’s information was 
said centuries ago, i e, at the 
time of camel and donkey 
riding and of present day 
means, such as airplanes.

The earth, that planet of 
medium size among several 
others, is considered only one 
stoma, It has been asserted by 
scientists in the modern age 
that the earth along with 
other planets situated in the 
same cosmic galaxy was only 
one mass. And due to the 
influences of several factors a 
tremendous explosion hap­
pened. That led to the disper­
sal of a group of planets to 
very far-off distances out of 
the original mass. Again the 
“illiterate prophet” informed 
the world of it much earlier.

And one of the scientific 
facts considered very impor­
tant today is the continuous 
expansion of (sky) heavens. 
This was also emphasized by 
the true God through the 
prophet Mohammed’s 
tongue.

It is only because Muslims 
make little of their religion 
and science, others begin to 
undertake them. Besides, 
they have grown despite the 
fact that they really are not. 
Muslims have deteriorated in 
many fields. All this was but 
a consequence of our negli­
gence. And this is what colo­
nialism exactly aimed at, and 
what Muslims accepted will­
ingly.

In closing, what we are to do 
is to come back to the origi­
nal Islamic sources which 
encourage science and never 
suggest neglecting it. We 
have to adhere to what we 
say, to what we believe. We 
should not continue to be 
negligent or else we will suf­
fer a great loss of face.
“Allah changeth not the con­
dition of a person until he 
first changeth what which is 
in has heart.” A verse from 
Surat Arrad.

Disseminating Information In Yemen
Shaker Al-Ashwal 

Vice President, 
Yemeni American League 

New York, USA

I
n many places when people write, others read and respond. In Yemen, how­
ever, we just read, talk among ourselves, and bury our reactions in Qat ses­
sions. What is worse is that, the agencies that are the focus of many of the 
press investigations often ignore the press and its attempt to bring attention 
to certain issues. Most of the officials in Yemen whether in governmental 
agencies or other institutions, treat press coverage as an episode of flu. They drink 
hot liquids, and pump enough Vitamin C into their systems, and pray that the 

symptoms disappear.
Instead of examining the issues, raised by the press and to respond to them, many 
officials pray in their closed offices for the hours to go by fast, and for new news 
to push the story that bothered him away from people’s minds. Time, to them, is 
the broom that sweeps the press coverage and any attempt to question their poli­
cies under the carpet of history.

THE OFFICIAL REACTION
In many cases the only official reaction is a phone call to an editor of a newspaper 
or a magazine, reminding the editor of the newspaper of the history of friendship 
between them, or threatening to shut down the publishing institution or issuing 
other threats. Seldom do we see officials, ministers, or parliament members tak­
ing on the issues brought up by the press and addressing them. The failure of the 
officials to address the issues, results in keeping the public out of touch.
Until now it has been the job of the press to go after stories, interview people and 
beg officials for leads. Whether a major event is taking place in any agency or 
branch of government or whether it is just routine operations. It has been the task 
of journalists to go around to sniff for stories. As the events that take place in 
Yemen attract an international focus, the officials in Yemen will have to reexam­
ine their public relations strategies, and their relationship with the press and the 
public will have to undergo some changes.

AN EXPLOSION SCENARIO
Let us take a scenario that is not a fictional one, a scenario that has happened, and 
unfortunately may happen again. An explosion takes place in Sana’a. What hap­
pens? The hours after the explosion are chaotic not only in terms of the tragedy but 
also in terms of the flow of information. In this day and age, the news from Yemen 
takes only minutes to be on the newswire, and on the Internet. News reporters 
rush to the scene trying to figure out what happened. They interview witnesses, 
and examine the scene and then wait for the official word. They begin to look 
around, trying to find a man with some stars, and hopefully some creditability 
(official) of course there will be many of them around, they will interview them 
too. Of course they will not be getting the official version, and then they just have 
to wait. If their timing was right and they happened to meet the Minister of 
Interior at the scene then they could get an official word otherwise they would just 
have to wait for days until someone realizes that we have foreign journalists in the 
crowd only then do they decide to hold a press conference.
Maybe keeping the public in the dark was one of the ways that kept the govern­
ment out of people’s criticism, but in this day and age when our government is try­
ing to take its position in the international arena we have to seriously consider the 
way we do things. We are living in the age of information, and our government 
agencies would have to find ways to disseminate that information to the public. 
We are not trying to compare Yemen to other countries, but one could count with 
his finger the number of times our officials held press conferences. Maybe its their 
way of making sure that when they hold them they will be major attractions. We 
are not asking the government agencies in Yemen or for that matter all those in 
power in Yemen to do things as they are done in the other developed countries 
overnight, but at least let us see the signs of that progress.

VERY RARE PRESS CONFERENCES
Government agencies, officials and even private companies hold press confer­
ences regularly to keep people informed of issues that are in the media and issues 
relating to their progress and programs. Is it too much to expect our officials and 
government agencies to organize their ways of disseminating information? Is it 
too much to ask the government agencies ministers, parliament to hold regular 
press conferences to inform people of the progress and development or any other 
issues of importance to the public? Or should we learn to continue to expect to 
hear from them only when they are about to inject another dose of economic 
reforms into the body of our people.
Yemen is looking to place itself among developing countries that are trying to 
attract foreign investments. I am confident that our officials understand that with­
out the political stability, planning and organization it is not going to happen. It is 
not enough to open a market and expect people to flood into it. The establishment 
would have to be well maintained, organized, safe and competitive to lure cus­
tomers. Therefore, the government officials in Yemen will have to make dramat­
ic changes to their ways of conducting business. They would have to work tire­
lessly to bring order and organization and they would also have to learn to com­
municate with the world.
Every agency should have a spokesperson who the journalists could approach for 
information, and who holds regular press conferences to inform the public. The 
journalists union should put pressure on the government petitioning government to 
organize information flow from the various government agencies. In asking for 
that the, journalists would be representing the people and in essence asking the 
government to be accountable to the people.

THE ROLE OF THE PRESS IN YEMEN
The people are realizing that the current press in Yemen has continued to lose its 
independence and when it completely does, Yemen will no longer be able to claim 
that it is democratic. Our journalists and our people have the right to information, 
and the government officials as servants of the people should create a system that 
would allow for the flow of information to the public.
When crises or major events take place in Yemen nowadays the world will be 
watching how we manage them, and that would reflect to the outsiders if we are 
ready to offer an organized and reliable system to be dealt with. I think it is also 
the role of the union of journalists, if it is independent enough, to take a strong 
stand and to represent the needs of people and to insist on a systematic flow of 
information. It is also the role of the Union to educate the government agencies 
and officials no how to do it.
I hope that our journalists will become more active in the process of gathering 
information, and not wait to be in the receiving end; extracting information might 
become their expected role. It is about time for our government to look for mod­
em ways relating to crises management and public relations, and it is the role of 
the journalists to push them to do that.
The curtains of darkness have been penetrated by the light of this new age, the age 
of information We can choose to wear shades and block the light, but that will not 
make it disappear nor will it prevent other people from seeing it.
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The Election Program for the Candidate of the Coordination 
Council of the Opposition Parties for the Election of the President
W

hat follows is the election program of the nominee of 
the parties in the Higher Coordination of the 
Opposition, Mr. Ali Saleh ‘Ubad (Muqbil), which is 
considered a big achievement realized by the opposi­
tion parties to be able to come up with one candidate 
and one campaign platform, the points of which represented a distinctive 
transition in the future outlook for political action in our country.

Now, we are all together able to decide the orientation which we wish for our 
cherished nation to take, and when we go to the polling boxes to cast our votes 
in the first direct presidential elections, in fact, we will be the first generation 
in the modern history of Yemen, for whom the conditions have been set for 
enjoying this right which is guaranteed by the Constitution. The enjoyment 
of this right entails the responsibility of choice. Being as the parties that 
make up the Higher Coordination Council for the Opposition honored me 
when they selected me as their nominee for the presidential elections, I have 
agreed to perform the task, in terms that coincide with my confidence in the 
aspirations of the people, and my faith in the inevitability of change, and my 
firm belief that improvement at the top is the realistic entry point for the rein­
forcement of the strength of our society, the rejuvenation of its bonds, and its 
ability to overcome the sorrows, destruction and crisis that many long years 
of oppression, violence and deprivation have left behind. The call to duty is 
an overwhelming call, which I cannot ignore, which compels me to become 
worthy of the trust and sincere as I present to you the with my election pro­
gram, in the hope that it will win your trust, and will respond to your aspira­
tions and cravings, which I share with you that our country becomes a free 
country for a great and capable people.

In the position, as President of the 
Republic, being the Head of State, and 
the restorer of the people’s will, I am 
not allowed to act without taking 
counsel, nor to decide without being 
able to explain, nor to decisively rule 
without having done all that is neces­
sary to reach an accord. I hereby 
undertake that I will abide to the letter 
of the Constitution and the laws, to 
respect the responsibilities of the con­
stitutional institutions and to act in 
keeping with the people’s desires, 
when making all the decisions, to do 
all that is possible to ensure that what 
ever improvisation I make shall be 
commensurate with the public interest, 
and to set an example by my conduct 
and deeds rising to the level of the 
office which I shall occupy, in the 
event that I am elected. God willing, in 
addition to. first of all embodying the 
fundamentals of modern management, 
placing my confidence in only those 
who are worthy of the responsibility 
they shall bear and who has fulfilled 
the highest standards of competence 
and integrity.

I strongly believe that change that is 
needed is not just confined to people, 
it also extends to the existing climates 
and conditions that are reflective of 
widespread corruption, influence ped­
dling. violation of rights, the implanti­
ng of illegitimate benefits, general 
insecurity, and the increase of vio­
lence. Tn addition to the implementa­
tion of the Law, I am confident that 
changing these conditions and cli­
mates require that dialogue and toler­
ance be upgraded along with the 
prevalence of national interest, 
becoming above having to resort to 
selfish double-dealing and narrow 
interests, and reverting to the use of 
violence and moral and financial com­
pulsion to impose on us ideas and 
viewpoints (that are different form 
what we stand for). This is because 
dialogue between the different parties 
in the political and civil system relies 
only on the respect for pluralism, and 
can only become applicable in a wide 
expanse of freedom, and cannot attain 
its ends without having implanted in

the conscience of the parties involved 
the concept of shared affiliation to the 
country, which alone can guarantee 
that our political system can apply the 

.exchange of innovative ideas and pro­
grams no matter how many they are or 
how much they conflicted with, or 
conformed to each other.

I hereby undertake to defend the 
Republic of Yemen and the unity and 
safety of its territories, considering 
this to be the ultimate choice of the 
people that is irreversible, and to face 
up to all that threatens its unified sta­
tus and its national sovereignty. I shall 
work towards correcting all those 
improper policies and practices which 
hurt the national unity of the people 
and to provide all the right conditions 
that reinforce the pillars on which 
Yemeni nationhood rests upon and to 
reinforce the bonds between the 
Yemeni people as well.

The Political Regime and the 
Building of Modern Democratic 
State

Undoubtedly, the absence of a modern 
state institution is the major constraint 
that stands in the way of the progress 
and renaissance of the Yemeni society 
and keeps it keeps it confined to back­
wardness and poverty and confronted 
with violence and instability. Our 
country can never be regarded as 
secure and prosperous country, with its 
place in the modern world, unless we 
have accomplished the building of a 
modern civilized state based on jus­
tice, liberty and respect for human 
rights and equality of all citizens. To 
achieve this goal, and in the event that 
I am elected to the office of the 
Presidency of the Republic I shall 
work diligently through the constitu­
tional institutions of the government 
and its different authorities, and with 
direct public support to do the follow­
ing:

1. Provision of all the conditions nec­
essary to complete the transformation 
to a democracy and to proceed with 
the transformation until all the desired

goals have been achieved accordingly. 
This includes removing all the obsta­
cles and measures that lead to the 
weakening of democracy and its 
retraction; to provide all the appropri­
ate conditions to carry on with the 
democratic process and to ensure the 
integrity and equity among all the dif­
ferent the political parties and organi­
zations and to guarantee all public 
rights and freedoms.

If elected to the office of the 
Presidency of the Republic and my 
leadership of the state, I shall focus all 
my efforts towards the movement of 
the political life in Yemen from its 
present superficial form and to con­
firm the theoretical contention that 
“the people are the owners of authori­
ty and the source of its being” to true 
implementation practical application 
thereof, as well as to create the appro­
priate political and social conditions 
that will rejuvenate the missing vitali­
ty to the political and partisan arena, 
and the provision of all the legal con­
ditions necessary for the achievement 
of this goal. The major task that we 
will be confronted with having to 
achieve, to enable us to qualify for 
entry to the Third Millenium, which is 
just a few months away is the achieve­
ment of broad national reconciliation, 
which will enable our people to over­
come the lingering effects of the past 
and the remnants of the political and 
social wars and conflicts, especially 
the tragic Summer War of 1994, in 
keeping with the spirit of the times. To 
achieve a real reconciliation in its seri­
ous implications, this implies the rec­
onciliation of the government with the 
overwhelming majority of the mem­
bers of the society, so that it becomes 
a government that is a true reflection 
of its values and a real advocate of its 
interests. This entails the restoration 
of the honor of the victims of the polit­
ical and social conflicts over the past 
recent years and to cancel all the 
exceptional measures taken against 
them, and to facilitate the return of all 
the Yemeni exiles overseas, as well as 
expunging all the political rulings 
issued by the courts since the war until 
now, in addition to the restoration of 
those who were removed from their 
offices, whether military or civilian 
accordingly, to their positions and to 
compensate them for the financial 
losses and moral damages that were 
inflicted on the orand individuals aris­
ing from the cycles of political vio­
lence and conflicts of the past.

2.I hereby undertake that I will call all 
the political forces and social move­
ments to declare that they are commit­
ted to the preponderance of the consti­
tution and the Law and the application 
of a peaceful transfer of authority, in a 
realistic manner and to stand up to the 
culture of violence, and to ban the use 
of force, or the threat thereof, for the 
achievement of political and social 
ends, or in order to rise to power or the 
maintenance thereof, as well as to 
stand up to the exploitation of the reli­
gious, national and Yemeni rites, tradi­
tions and customs that are adhered to 
by the majority of Yemenis in the 
political and partisan conflicts and 
intrigues.

3. To call on all the political parties 
and forces to hold a general national 
conference to achieve the desired 
national reconciliation, and to declare 
the commitment to realize, defend and 
practically apply all these concepts, 
and to place the mechanisms appropri­
ate for the development of the political 
system in the country in a entrenched 
manner that will lead to the restoration 
of confidence and the resumption of 
the relationship between the people 
and the government based on a social 
contract and equal citizenship, as well 
as the establishment of a constituent 
consultative council that will arise out 
of the national conference which will 
be responsible for the achievement of

comprehensive political reforms.

4. To work towards the constitutional 
and political reforms that will fulfill 
the requirements for the building of a 
new state and political development in 
the country and which will achieve a 
representative and equitable regime, 
which will express the true weights of 
all the different political and social 
forces in the country, plus the revision 
of the election system from the indi­
vidual nomination system to the candi­
dates list and proportional representa­
tion, which enable the voter to vote for 
the political platform that he favors 
accordingly. In this way the political 
party, coalition or list of candidates 
that wins the majority of the seats in 
the Parliament will be able to form the 
government and to implement the 
political platform it called for in the 
elections, by which it was elected 
accordingly.

5. To delegate all the executive powers 
to the government, whereby the 
President shall be responsible for 
guaranteeing that the relevant govern­
ment institutions are carrying out their 
constitutional responsibilities and are 
enjoying all the legislative, executive 
and judicial powers without any inter­
ference whatsoever.

6. To achieve the full separation of 
powers between the general functions 
of the state and that of any political 
party that becomes the ruling party 
through elections and to confine the 
transformation of power to the leading 
political positions, as well as the pro­
vision of the political and legal guar­
antees for free and honest elections, 
making sure to avoid all the violations 
and distortions that accompanied the 
elections of 1997.

7. The establishment of local demo­
cratic rule with extensive authorities 
through the establishment of local 
councils with their own autonomous 
legal status which are directly and 
freely elected with equitable terms, 
including the positions of the 
Governor and the District Managers. 
Such local councils will be considered 
the pillar on which the modern Yemeni 
state will be built upon, and will also 
be the instrument by which the per­
formance of the political and institu­
tional approach that will reinforce 
Yemen’s national unification, implant 
social integration, speed up develop­
ment and will secure the rights of the 
Yemeni citizens to political participa­
tion and the voluntary selection of 
those who manage their day to day 
affairs.

8. To comply with the provisions of 
the Constitution and the laws of the 
Republic of Yemen and to work 
towards their implementation, as well 
as to take all the necessary legal meas­
ures against anyone who is in violation 
thereof, notwithstanding his official or 
partisan position and their social sta­
tus; to also set up an appropriate 
mechanism for monitoring the compli­
ance of the government officials in the 
various organs with the stipulations of 
the Constitution and the laws and for 
determining the extent of the viola­
tions by such officials.

9. To adhere to the Constitutional pro­
visions regarding the separation of 
powers between the tree branches of 
the Government, and to decisively 
reduce the predominance of the execu­
tive organ over the judicial and leg­
islative branches, as well as to prevent 
all forms of intervention in the affairs 
of the judicial authority; to cancel the 
position of the President of the 
Republic as the Chairman of the 
Supreme Judicial Council.

10. To work towards the activation of 
the Constitutional Department in the 
Supreme Court and the Judicial 
Inspection Authority, as well as the

General and Administrative 
Prosecution with a view towards 
reforming all the organs concerned 
with judicial matters so that it 
becomes a mechanism that indeed 
works in accordance with the 
Constitution and the Law and which 
monitors the implementation thereof 
as well as disseminating justice among 
people and protecting and respecting 
their general human rights and liber­
ties.

We can summarize our policy 
towards the Judiciary as follows:

1) Autonomy and respect for the 
Judiciary and the prevention of the 
domination of the Executive Branch 
over it or the latter’s intervention in its 
affairs, in addition to the provision of 
the appropriate conditions that insure 
its autonomy and integrity.

2) Removal of the Judicial 
Administrative authority, represented 
by the Ministry of Justice from the 
functioning of the Courts and the 
Judges, and Judicial Councils, where­
by the desired autonomy of the 
Judicial Authority intended by the 
Constitution is attained, and to attach 
the Administrative Authority in the 
Courts to the Supreme Judicial 
Council.

3) Provision of full protection for the 
Judges, the improvement of their liv­
ing standards, by the provision of the 
adequate financial (compensatory) 
needs, in order to ensure their ability 
to fully carry out their duties accord­
ingly.

4) To set and rehabilitate the Judicial 
Police and to attach them to the 
Judiciary, so that they are to carry out 
the Court rulings and decisions.

5) Organization of the General 
Prosecution and to give due care to its 
members, in terms of rights, training 
education and the implementation of 
the appropriate authorities meted out 
to it to enable it to defend the rights of 
the society without violating the rights 
of the Courts and the interference in 
their authorities.

6) To reorganize the Higher Judicial 
Institute, in a manner that ensures its 
ability to supply the Judicial Authority 
with the competent personnel it needs 
and to provide for all its needs accord­
ingly.

7) To work towards the purification of 
the Judiciary from corruption and to 
ensure the Judiciary’s full compliance 
with the highest standards of compe­
tence and integrity, when appointing 
personnel to judicial positions; to 
work towards facilitating the measures 
to speed up Court cases, with a view 
towards the implementation of justice 
and the protection of the rights of the 
citizens, to prevent them from having 
to resort violence and force to solve 
their cases, outside the government 
and to have the Judiciary directly 
supervise the implementation of the 
judicial rulings.

8) To work towards taking all the nec­
essary measures to separate the offi­
cial administrative functions and the 
ruling party. Also, to take all the nec­
essary legal measures against anyone 
who violates the law, in terms of the 
neutrality of the central government 
organs in the competition between the 
political parties.

9) I hereby undertake to withdraw 
from my partisan affiliation, in form 
and in deed, during my term as 
President of the Republic, which will 
ensure the return of equilibrium to the 
political life in the country and to open 
the scope for the development of the 
political party system as well as the 
achievement of political development 
in the course of reaching a fully

matured democratic regime according­
ly.

10) To keep the people informed of all 
the faand information regarding those 
who occupy public service positions, 
including the President of the 
Republic and to speed up the issuance 
of the Financial Conscience Law.

II) I will work towards the prevention 
of the combination of the public serv­
ice and the financial and business 
affairs of the senior public officials in 
the government.

12) The cancellation of the measures 
and the constraints that violate general 
rights and liberties and ensure the 
implementation of Yemen’s commit­
ments in the international conventions 
and standards, which are duly signed 
and recognized, in this respect; the 
cancellation of the covert security 
organs that are directed against citi­
zens and that prevent them from exer­
cising their political rights, whoever 
they exist; to issue the law that will 
regulate and reduce the authorities of 
the Central Political Security 
Organization which will be consid­
ered as an organ under the Ministry of 
Interior, that will be responsible for 
monitoring external intelligence activ­
ities and the protection of national 
sovereignty, and to prohibit from inter­
fering in the affairs of the political par­
ties and the surveillance of the postal 
and telephone lines and houses of the 
citizens and its interference in public 
service.

13) To guarantee the rights of civil 
society organizations to operate freely 
and independently, without any inter­
ference or domination from the 
Government organs and others.

14) The cancellation of the Ministry of 
Information and setting up an inde­
pendent national authority to replace 
it, with the aim of immediately putting 
an end to the monopoly of the official 
media channels by the ruling authority 
or party and to prevent the deprivation 
of political parties and forces from 
access to public media, as well as the 
provision of the legal and administra­
tive conditions that guarantee the 
rights of the various political parties 
and forces from expressing their views 
and their program alternatives to the 
society, in addition to the prevention 
of the exploitation of any single polit­
ical party or partisan entity to formu­
late public opinion to its own whims; 
providing the people with information 
and facts on the general public affairs 
of the country, and the prevention of 
the use of such important organs to 
mislead public opinion and to distort 
its awareness on the actual events 
occurring in their lives. This is in 
view of the fact that the official media 
is publicly owned, which is financed 
by the people (taxpayers). To work 
towards enabling the visual and audio 
press organs to carry out their mission 
in the dissemination of information 
and the enlightenment of people. This 
can only occur through making it plu­
ralistic and independent from any 
authority.

Guarantee the Attainment of 
Security and Stability

In view of the deterioration of the 
security conditions in the country over 
the last few years, which has lead to 
severe damage to the national interests 
of the country and that of the people, 
and has seriously hurt the image of the 
country overseas, I hereby undertake 
to work towards spreading a secure 
civil life, to uphold the word of law, to 
return the smiles to the faces, to 
implant tranquility in the heart of peo­
ple, to protect life, to protect property, 
to create the suitable climate for the 
attraction of foreign investments and 
return tourism, as well as setting up 
the right conditions for development

and stability in general, which will be 
through:

A. The firm application of the 
Constitution and the Law; to take a 
number of measures that will elimi­
nate poor security conditions and the 
spread of murders, kidnapping and the 
daily warfare that is taking place in the 
different governorates of the Republic, 
including the Capital Secretariat.

B. The ban on carrying firearms in the 
cities, and the public markets as a first 
step; to prevent the trade in armaments 
through the issuance of laws that regu­
late this.

C. To spread justice among the people 
by quickly proceeding with the cases 
that were referred to the General 
Prosecution and to immediately carry 
out the judicial rulings accordingly.

D. To prevent the detention, arrest or 
the withholding of the freedom of any 
citizen that is in violation of the Law.

E. To take all the firm legal measures 
against anyone who engages in kid­
napping. and to avoid any appease­
ment, bargaining or granting them any 
rewards.

F. The improvement of the standard of 
living of the police and the general 
security personnel, as well as to train 
them, rehabilitate them and upgrade 
their legal and cultural awareness on 
the nature of their jobs: “The Police 
are a service to the people”, and on 
crime prevention.

G. The removal of all military check­
points inside and outside the cities, 
that are not justified, as well as the 
cancellation of the orders to apprehend 
by the military, the hand and leg 
chains, special jails/prisons, in addi­
tion to the ban on the accommodation 
of criminals, who are murderers, 
through the issuance of a special law 
for this.

H. To work towards seeking to 
improve the conditions of the existing 
official prisons, and to work towards 
separating the prisons of women and 
minors from those of men; to ensure 
that satisfactory living conditions for 
those who have been sentenced to stay 
in them, and to work towards convert­
ing these official prisons from penal 
organs to educational and rehabilita­
tion institutions that train and readapt 
their residents during the implementa­
tion of their sentences, so that they can 
return to their families and to society 
after having made use of the anti-illit­
eracy for adult education and they 
have learned some skill or vocational 
trade that will enable them to start a 
new life.
To pay attention to the correctional 
facilities for minors and to intensify 
the awareness programs among them 
that will avert them from bad conduct.

I. Ending of the revenge feuds, which 
will be through calling for a general 
reconciliation between the tribes, with 
a view towards ceasing the bloodshed 
of the people, and subsequently to 
regard anyone who still engages in 
blood revenge as outlaws, which shall 
be penalized in accordance with the 
law. This call shall be made through 
the convening national general confer­
ence which will be participated in by 
all the social and political forces, reli­
gious scholars, where the national rec­
onciliation shall be signed and all will 
declare to abide by it accordingly.

J. To combat the cultural and social 
values and customs that glorify war 
and violence and all forms of terrorism 
and extremism, as well as to resist any 
discrimination within the society 
based on color, vocation, religious sec­
tarian affiliation, social affiliation, 
political and partisan affiliation, and to 
punish anyone who engages in phys­

ical and psychological torture.

The_Armed Forces

In this area, I hereby undertake to 
work towards:

Transferring the armed forces to a 
highly skilled defense force, and to 
separate between the civil and military 
authorities: to rehabilitate the armed 
forces, rebuild their military conceptu­
alization, in a manner that will enable 
them carry out their defensive duties 
for the protection of the country’s sov­
ereignty and to ensure the borders of 
the country, in addition to having them 
become fully subjected to the civil 
management, guaranteeing their neu­
trality in the political and partisan con­
flicts, the prevention of the use of any 
of its material and moral means in sup­
port of any political side, no matter 
which party it belonged to; to apply 
the law of the political parties and 
organization, with respect to prevent­
ing the armed and security forces from 
any partisan activities within the 
armed forces and the control of the 
budget of the Ministry of Defense. In 
this respect the following policies will 
be pursued:

1. Building a strong national skilled 
army, on sound scientific and national 
basis, whereby the combat beliefs 
shall emanate from his faith in the 
maintenance of the national sovereign­
ty, protection of the people and the 
defense of the defense of the Arab and 
Islamic causes, but far from any inter­
ference in the political life, and to pre­
vent getting them involved in the 
political conflicts, notwithstanding 
any of the sides involved.

2. To pay attention to the cultural 
enhancement of the Armed Forces and 
security personnel, to upgrade their 
educational level and to implant the 
education of Islamic, nationalistic and 
patriotic spiritual attachment, which is 
far from any form of extremism.

3. Improvement of the living standards 
of the Armed Forces and Security 
Personnel and to provide the adequate 
remuneration for them, as well as to 
ensure that such entitlements are time­
ly given, along with their systematic 
periodic vacation leaves; to grant them 
the increments, promotions, financial 
and moral bonuses that are legally due 
to them and to guarantee medical serv­
ices for them and their families.

4. To review the martyrs and veterans 
benefits due to the personnel of the 
military and security forces, as well as 
the entitlements of the handicapped, 
and to ensure that the martyrs’ families 
are getting their monthly dues on time; 
to give priority to their children for 
enrollment in the military and civilian 
colleges in accordance with the appro­
priate scientific and nationalistic crite­
ria accordingly.

5. To work towards returning those 
who were adversely affected by the 
war to their units and bases, and to 
abide by the adherence to the highest 
standards of competence and qualifi­
cations for occupying any of the dif­
ferent positions in the armed and 
security forces.

6. To provide equal opportunities for 
the Yemeni nationals to join the ranks 
of the armed and security forces, in 
accordance with sound scientific stan­
dards, and the prohibition of any form 
of prejudice or discrimination in deal­
ing with the armed and security forces 
personnel.

Building a Competent and Effective 
Administration

Without and effective and competent 
administration, it is impossible to 
achieve development, or to uphold jus­
tice, or to have security prevail. The

effective management is the one that is 
scientifically structured in its organi­
zational framework. The administra­
tive measures and the selection of the 
staff and the administrators in our 
country was structured by impulsive 
decisions, and the administrative 
measures and methods that were pur­
sued do not fall under the laws and the 
regulations thereof, but rater are sub­
ject to personal assiduity of those who 
are in positions of influence, and the 
selection of the employees was based 
on the presumption that the public 
employment was a tool for satisfying 
and making gains rather than a mech­
anism for achievement, thus friend­
ship superceded experience, and the 
public service lost its neutrality, and 
become an instrument in the hands of 
the ruling party and the domineering 
forces, which they use to serve their 
interests. Therefore,
management/administration deterio­
rated, development failed, security 
collapsed, justice disappeared, corrup­
tion and decay became generic.

For this reason, among our priorities 
will be to correct the administrative 
conditions, with a view towards 
restructuring the government adminis­
trative structure on a scientific basis, 
and the application of the laws and 
regulations, and the selection of the 
employees on the basis of competence 
and, capabilities, experience and hon­
esty, and to achieve the neutrality of 
public employment, through the place­
ment of the civil service under a 
national neutral council, besides the 
reinforcement of the control organs, 
the establishment of the administrative 
courts, and to bring those who became 
wealthy at public expense in illegiti­
mate ways to justice, and not to accept 
the return of any official to a senior 
position unless his financial con­
science has been found to be cleared.

Justice and equity must be also 
applied among the government 
employees in both the military and 
civilian organs, especially in the area 
of increments, promotions and retire­
ment, and to insure the sequencing and 
renewal of the generations, and not to 
allow any person to remain in the offi­
cial military or civilian position 
beyond what is allowed by law.

On the Economic Side

1. To follow a balanced economic pol­
icy characterized by transparency, 
whiny will guarantee the participation 
of the various production types and 
forms in the development of the eco­
nomic resources, and will fulfill the 
increasing needs of the people of the 
country, and will guarantee the opti­
mal investment of the national savings 
and will achieve a suitable standard of 
living for all the people.

2. Provision of a suitable climate to 
end the present state of recession and 
to rejuvenate the national economy 
and lead to the reformation of the 
monetary and financial system, taking 
all the necessary measures to halt the 
rise in the cost of living for the people, 
and providing job opportunities to end 
unemployment, poverty and supplica­
tion.

3. To eliminate corruption through the 
drying up of its springs (elimination of 
its origins) and to remove its focal 
points and all its causes; to fight 
bribery and administrative neglect; to 
combat smuggling and tax and cus­
toms evasion, and to expose smug­
glers and to bring them into account; 
to guarantee the rights of the govern­
ment and the activation of the Central 
Organization for Auditing and 
Control, and to refer all the corrupt 
officials to the Courts in accordance 
with the applicable laws.

4. To review the restructuring and 
reclassification of the general state

budget on a scientific, practical and 
modern basis in keeping with the gen­
eral strategic goals of the comprehen­
sive development plan, and in order to 
achieve the required balance between 
the revenues and expenditures, to 
overcome the budget deficit and to 
achieve economic growth accordingly.

5. To encourage national private capi­
tal to invest and to remove all the con­
straints that stand in the way of the pri­
vate sector investment, in addition to 
the creation of the appropriate political 
and legal climates that encourage the 
attraction of the Arab and foreign 
investments in the country, and to pro­
vide the required protection thereof; to 
prevent the intervention of influential 
persons in their affairs, such as 
through the freeze on their deposited 
or transferred funds, and the preven­
tion of the imposition of gratuities and 
compulsory partnerships with the 
investors, in a manner that will remove 
the fears of the investors in the country 
and will insure the rise of production 
and exports.

6. To carry out a comprehensive 
review of the borrowing policies, as 
well as those pertaining to assistance 
and donations and the purposes for 
which they are allocated; to ensure the 
optimal use of the loans, grants and 
assistance provided, and the modern­
ization and improvement of the bank­
ing system as well as to ensure the 
independence of the Central Bank of 
Yemen.

7. To diversify and improve the meth­
ods of agricultural and fisheries pro­
duction and to insure the proper bal­
ance between the environment and the 
investments, in a way that will lead to 
achieving food security and to setting 
up the appropriate and quick scientific 
and practical remedies for rectifying 
the water problem, considering that it 
is one of the most prominent problems 
of the country, as well as to work 
towards the formation of a national 
committee composed of specialized 
personnel of high competence to put 
those remedies in place and to have 
them implemented accordingly by 
starting immediately with the con­
frontation of the water problem in both 
the governorates of Sana’a and Ta’ez, 
to be followed later by the rest of the 
governorates.

8. Empowerment of the specialized 
concerned persons to enable them to 
make the appropriate optimal econom­
ic decisions that will have the highest 
economic standards and criteria pre­
vailing in the decision making process 
accordingly.

In the Area of Endowments

1. To revive the mission of the 
mosques, away from any extremism 
and diversion and the stimulation of 
conflict between the religious sects, to 
ascertain that the mosques are places 
of learning, worship, security and fra­
ternity.
2. To cancel the Ministry of 
Endowments, and to carry out a com­
prehensive review of the Law of 
Endowments, in order to achieve the 
regulation of the endowments through 
the supervision of legal independent 
religious authority, and to ensure the 
autonomy of the admin, property and 
expenditures of the Endowments, and 
to separate them from the government 
budgets.
3. Renovation and maintenance of the 
historic mosques, considering as they 
are a part of our heritage and Islamic 
culture in Yemen, and to account for 
the lands and assets of the 
Endowments. While protecting them 
and preventing any trespassers or 
property thieves, and the illegitimate 
trade thereof, without any deterrent by 
conscience or religious persuasion.
4. The State’s support of the religious 
schools (hijjar) and their revival and

to carry out the responsibility of pro­
viding housing and living for students 
of these schools, and the acknowl­
edgement of certificates issued thereof 
in the government’s offices, and find­
ing solutions to the situations of grad­
uates and specify their educational 
levels.
5. To preserve the libraries of 
Endowment and cataloguing them to 
help researchers in their work, and to 
regain those materials already smug­
gled.

The Social Field

In this regard, I am pleased to empha­
size the social issues that are related to 
the stability and life of the people and 
the future of their of children. So as 
soon as I win the elections, I will work 
on the following:

1. To realize the concept of free and 
compulsory education in the basic lev­
els and to organize national campaigns 
to fight illiteracy and adult education 
to eradicate alphabetical illiteracy and 
apply the law of education so as to 
unify education administratively and 
curriculum-wise along with correcting 
shortcoming in these areas. I shall also 
adhere to an educational policy aiming 
at modernizing secondary education 
with special attention given to voca­
tional and technical training, and seek 
the modernization of university educa­
tion and higher studies, connecting 
this policy with the comprehensive 
development plan, and to prepare a 
generation that is absorbed in national, 
democratic and humanistic spirit.
2. To realize justice in distributing 
educational projects and services 
al lover the Republic, and to expand 
the school network in all its levels 
with special attention to rural areas 
and the maintenance of the existing 
schools.
3. To provide solutions to the low stan­
dards of education and work on 
upgrade the efficiency of educational 
administration and to provide assis­
tance to Yemeni teachers and enhance 
their living conditions.
4. To encourage and support the 
Yemeni females in getting their rights 
to education.
5. To apply school tuition fees to the 
law and seek to reduce them observing 
the capabilities of limited income peo­
ple while helping the distinguished 
poor with scholarships and support.

The Foreign Policy

Our country’s foreign policies have to 
reflect faithfully our internal policies. 
The foreign policies have to be based 
on foundations of our national struggle 
that is committed to the national and 
Islamic interests. Priorities will be 
given to:

1. Work on developing and strengthen­
ing Yemen’s relations with brothers in 
the Peninsula and the Gulf, and solve 
the issues related to Saudi Arabia so as 
serve the two neighboring brotherly 
countries, and in a way that endorses 
trust in the credibility of agreements 
reached between them in order to 
strengthen bigger relations that serve 
the Arabic nation and support its sov­
ereignty, independence and develop­
ment.
2. To Consolidate relations with neigh­
boring countries to safeguard common 
interests, and the consolidation of the 
security of the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden, the Arab Sea and the Hom of 
Africa through cooperation with all 
countries to make it a peaceful demili­
tarized region.
3. To remove all the misunderstand­
ings in the relations between our coun­
try and the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, to enhance the 
role of the Arab League, and to work 
on activating the Arab Summit institu­
tion and the support of the economic, 
political, cultural and scientific inte­
gration between countries of the Arab 
nation; to boost Arab popular relations 
and work on lifting off sanctions from 
Iraq, Libya and Sudan; to reject the 
concept of collective siege and punish­
ment, and supporting the liberation of 
the Arab occupied territories and the 
Arab Palestinian people in their strug­
gle for regaining all the territories and 
shrines and the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital.
4. Consolidating the brotherly rela­
tions with the Islamic countries and 
nations through the Islamic 
Conference Organization as a combin­
ing frame for all Islamic countries.
5. Consolidating relations and ties 
with African nations and the third 
world countries, and the development 
and renewal of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in the light of the global 
changes.
6. To call on a cooperation initiative to 
be carries out among countries of the 
South, and to work toward a new 
global regime that realizes cooperation 
between nations based on the values of 
righteousness justice and peace for all 
humanity; the adherence to a policy 
that guarantees interest and benefits 
between our country and countries of 
the world, and respecting sovereignty, 
independence and the principles of 
international law and the establish­
ment of peace, justice and equity 
throughout the world.
7. To activate the role and profession 
of diplomatic representation and 
reducing its size and costs so as 
endorse our relations with countries of 
the world, and to observe the interests 
of the country, the expatriates and the 
students outside Yemen.
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The Political Alliance in Yemen, with 
or Versus the Economic Reform

Mohammad Al-Qaheri,

1) The political factor is of a deci­
sive role in making the development 
as well as the economic reforms a 
success in the modern political 
economy for development. In fact 
the development as well as the con­
ducted reforms is a long course 
process which needs a thorough 
plan and strategic observation. It 
also strongly needs strict valid rules, 
strong public commitment and the 
participation of the local as well as 
foreign economists. The political 
factor depends on securing these 
requirements and making them 
available. All this should be done by 
the ruling political coalition, that is, 
the government with its political 
allies along with the administrative 
constitutions and the army.
Along with all these economic 
reforms, something called coalition 
for the sake of equalization 
emerged in the economic literature 
for the structural equalization. This 
coalition may contain, along with 
the government, some of the social 
as well as economic groups accord­
ing to the benefits they get from 
these reforms. These groups are 
usually represented by the business­
men’s organizations, laborers, 
farmer, laborers’ syndicates and 
services renders: teachers, doctors, 
nurses, lawyers, engineers, scien­

tists, artists, etc. However, in the 
case of Yemen and because of the 
primitivism of the economic life, we 
find that most of these syndicates 
are either not influential or do not 
exist at all. Moreover, it is not inde­
pendent from the government’s 
observation. The Trade and 
Commercial Chamber that repre­
sents businessmen has no effect on 
the government’s instructions and 
decisions or is observed and totally 
controlled by the government. 
Therefore, the political coalition is 
the only effecting factor in the coun­
try and I will focus my discussion 
on its role.

2) Most often, these organizations 
are looked at as “Redistributive 
Groups” or “Pressure Groups for 
Particular Interests”. The centers 
that find these reforms harmful to 
their interests may seek their 
destruction and make them prove 
failure, causing an embarrassing sit­
uation and a threat for the govern­
ment. However, the absence of 
these groups dose not mean that the 
government of Yemen is beyond the 
pressure groups, for in most poor 
countries these groups take other 
shapes and is still there in the polit­
ical coalition, that is, in the govern­
ment and is related to power cen­
ters. We can call them “Statist 
Pressure Groups” which consist of 
politicians, army men, sheikhs, busi­
nessmen and journalists, most of 
them are hypocrites. We can bestow 

all the failure in reforms on these 
groups. Hence, the importance of 
the political coalition to make clear 
whether it is with or against reforms 
with the idea that coalition can 
never be a tool for carrying out the 
reforms and a shelter for people 
who exercise pressure at the same 
time.

3) This role is specified by the 
Political Feasibility” for the eco­
nomic reform which can be divided 
to three sets of conditions:
(a) Political conditions: these condi­
tions are represented in taking the 
political decision to accept having 
reforms. This decision is to be taken 
by the first political leader in the 
country who is at the top place. As 
he is a politician and is not a spe­
cialist in economic as well as finan­
cial situations, he takes the decision 
on the basis of consulting the spe­
cialized economic and technocratic 
team in the country.
(b) Technical, lawful and institu­
tional conditions: these conditions 
mean that there should be a special­
ized economic and technocratic 
team to take the role of making the 
economic reforms. This team 
should never indulge in politics and 
should perform its duties under the 
supervision of the Minister of 
Economics and Finance, consulting 
and coordinating with different 
Ministries and concerned institu­
tions. Active local as well as foreign 
economists and sociologists should 
participate positively in all these 
reforms. Another condition is that 
there should be qualified adminis­
tration as well as convenient laws as 
to be effectively implemented.
(c) Economic conditions: this set of 
conditions requires an existence of a 
large base with quite a good number 
of people who will benefit from 
these reforms so that they can pro­
vide a good political support and 
stability for the political coalition. 
In the case of Yemen , the number of 
people who may benefit from these 
political as well as economic 
reforms are a lot, including:
(1) importers, exporters, investors, 
other groups who may benefit from 
the freedom of trade, reforms in 
customs administration, privatiza­
tion, reforms of taxation policy on 
profits as well as trade courts and 
reforms of the institutional and law­
ful framework.

(2) farmers who may benefit from 

lifting prices of flour and corps 
which have actually made farmers 
depend upon themselves to grow.

(3) The administration members 
whose income, abilities and 
chances of participating in the deci­
sion making will improve. The 
employees of the organizations par­
ticipating in the Reform Program 
enjoy a lot of interests, some of 
which are increasing their income 
and improving their work experi­
ence. The Reform program is sup­
posed to stop corruption and the 
monotonous routine, at least lessen 
it. If this happens, such services will 
not be costly. At the same time, this 
will satisfy people disapproving 
corruption.

(4) The opposite politicians who 
have been provided by pieces of 
information as well as an evaluation 
of the economic situation in the 
country. This category benefits from 
the political suggestions presented 
in the Reform Program.

On the other hand, there are the los­
ers who can form a party opposing 
the reforms. This party can be divid­
ed into two categories: The Weak 
Category and the Strong Category. 
The first category includes the poor 
people who have been affected by 
the inflation, and the employees dis­
missed or fired due to decreasing 
the number of the administrative 
employees or privatization. Though 
this category of people is consid­
ered to be weak, it can be a real 
threat to reforms. However, if their 
awareness of the importance, neces­
sity of reforms and their later on 
fruits is raised, their support is guar­
anteed. The program includes dif­
ferent articles that should be imple­
mented to combat poverty. The 
pressure other groups should also be 
prevented from transferring the bur­
dens of these reforms over the 
shoulders of the weak groups. 
Otherwise, this will constitute the 
real threat to these reforms either by 
a political means such as strikes, 
demonstrations, revolutions, etc, or 
by economic means. For if they do 
not get the compensation means, 
this will mean that there is not an 
improvement in the income distri­
bution and their incomes will 
remain low. This will lead to a non­
existence of any impetus to increase 
the show of products and opportuni­
ties of work later on.

They Say..... I Say
Salwa Mohammed Sarhi

T
hey say “when you are in Rome, do like the
Romans.” I say, “when you are in Yemen, do not look for 
kidnappers!” The reason I say this is because of an event I attended 
few weeks ago at the Taj Sheba. The subject was “ Tourism in 
Yemen” and the presenter and his audience were non-Yemenis. The 

presenter had an enormous amount of passion for Yemen, its architecture and 
unique beauty.
During his presentation, he mentioned how the recent stories of kidnapping 
foreigners and tourists are hurting Yemeni tourism and how damaged the picture 
of Yemen has become in the eyes of the world. He continued to elaborate on 
Yemen’s beauty as a country and culture and concluded that he would like to 
think of Yemen as a “fully secure place.”
This ending didn’t set well to some in the audience. It created some mumbles 
and grumbles the turned into a harsh voice of a woman from the audience, “how 
can you call Yemen a fully secure place after all these kidnappings?!”
The presenter calmly explained to her that yes. Yemen has kidnappings, but he 
also remind her that some of these stories happen in places well known to the 
kidnapped as unsecured, yet they more than willingly continue their pilgrimage 
to these places.
A hot debate was about to ensue when the presenter tactfully hopped down from 
the stage redirecting the audience attention to a film about Tourism in Yemen.
I was watching and hearing the quick, yet so loaded subject and I couldn’t help 
but wonder how a non-Yemeni could feel so much passion for Yemen and call 
it a “fully secure place”, while another non-Yemeni felt unsafe from such 
description.
Maybe Yemen shouldn’t be called fully secure place, but where in the world 
would you call a place so and be 100% sure?
I have traveled a lot and I have lived abroad for some years, and like Yemen, I 
have to avoid certain places. The first question I usually ask when traveling 
abroad is: “which places should I avoid?”
And even if I was oblivious enough not to anticipate danger, the highly 
publicized media news would surly catch my attention. I will not go in de tail to 
describe the daily killings I used to see on TV abroad, the daily reports of rape, 
battery, abduction, children shooting children, mothers killing their kids etc.
Some of these horrible incidents would happen in a very familiar place and in 
so-called “fully secure” places.
Who would think that a children’s school would be the stage of a massacre 
performed by a child? Who would even indulge in the thought that a church, the 
place for serenity and goodness would be instead the grave for its congregation 
when a lunatic marches in killing those peaceful souls?
Why do people still live in these places if so much dangers hangs around them? 
why do they still sleep, wake up, go to work and send their children to school? 
why don't they label their country “not fully secure?”
I really want to ask which is more dangerous and less secure? Is it a place where 
you know where danger is and how to avoid it or a place where you can be the 
next victim not knowing it still?
I, by no means pretend to call other countries “not fully secure” just because I 
read about killings etc., on the contrary, I don’t call any place “fully secure” 
since there is no such a place.
However, my point is to let those accusing Yemen of being a dangerous place 
know hoe misleading and false their judgments are. Yemeni authorities and 
those concerned have made it their duty to spread information about unsecured 
areas in Yemen. Now, with this information easily obtained at embassies, 
tourism companies...etc., why do some still go to these places having full 
knowledge of the consequences? Are they looking for kidnappers?
If the case is not so, than I would really like to know what other reasons compel 
them to do so?
I am only referring to those kidnapping cases where the kidnapped knew well 
enough where not go, yet they recklessly ignore the safety measures and seek 
what they want it to be their version of Arabian adventures with the very boring 
scenario encountering desert and camel (as they assume all Yemen to be.)
I certainly can’t sympathize with those who still hold Yemen responsible for all 
the kidnapping. Why should it still be Yemen’s responsibility to free the 
kidnapped offer him/herself to kidnappers on a silver plate?
Of course the kidnapped are not losing much, but Yemen is losing its tourism 
income and the good image it carries as a country of good hospitality and 
generosity.
Those in the tourism business know well how bad the image of Yemen is from 
the drastic drop in the number of tourists coming to Yemen. And who is to 
blame if all they read about Yemen is news of kidnapped tourists? (which is 
about the only time Yemen comes to the spot light)
Some people do not even know about the existence of the country called Yemen, 
yet the media of these countries make sure they introduce Yemen within the 
kidnapping package.
Regarding all the bad publicity in the international press, I can’t help but ask: 
how prejudice that is to Yemen? And how far can bad in publicity?
It certainly reaches very far since the effect is more bad publicity and fear of 
being in Yemen.
Meanwhile, Yemen finds itself trapped in a very tight spot. Yemen feels obliged 
to free the kidnapped by all means, to avoid more bad publicity and to ensure 
those foreigners in Yemen, that Yemen does care for their well being and safety. 
Thus, my question remains: Is it really fair to Yemen?

Baby Sitter Wanted
Responsible English Speaking Nanny/Baby Sitter for 3 year 
old girl.

All Nationalities Accepted

• Will take care of all visa and immigration 
documentation needed

• Must have previous experience, be responsible, fun- 
loving and be ready to travel abroad.

• Excellent Salary package for a full time live in basis

Please call 268 546 (Maysam) for an interview appointment

Or fax resume/references along with a recent photo to 268 
549 (att. Maysam)

CAR FOR SALE
The German Embassy Sanaa herewith announces that is it going to 
sell one of its cars:

Type: Volvo 740 GL
Year: 1988
Km: 161,000
Colour: Silver grey

DUTIES NOT PAID - CAR NOT ROAD SAFE

Interested parties are requested to contact the Embassy for inspection 
and to make an offer in a sealed envelope before 7 October 1999.

German Embassy Sanaa
Contact: H. Klein, Head of Administration
Phone: 01-413174
Fax: 01413179
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Common Sense
By: Hassan Al-Haifi

Where to From Here?
"Why did you not vote? This was the 
historic moment and anyone who 
believes in democracy would surely 
not forget to take part in the first direct 
elections for the President of the 
Republic of Yemen. So what hap­
pened to you Saleh?” Ahmed was ask­
ing his long-time friend and neighbor 
as they were on their way to the Grand 
Mosque of Rawdha for the Friday 
prayers.
As he coughed to confirm his forth­
coming reply Saleh said: "For seven 
days now I have been in bed doing 
nothing but coughing sneezing and 
sweating my head off trying to kick 
this miserable cold, or what ever it is 
away. In fact, the only reason I am 
going out of the house is to ask the 
Lord. Al-Mighty for the relief I need 
from this flu, just so I can tend to my 
work and other needs.” A sneeze just 
came in time to add emphasis to his 
response. He continued: "I had really 
intended to take part in the voting, 
just as you said, no one should not be 
on record for having taking advantage 
of the First Presidential Elections, no 
matter how remote they seem from the 
elections most people would have in 
mind. I am glad that you did not fail 
to take part in the elections. Tell me 
how did the turnout look?”

Ahmed responded: “Well, I went at 
mid-day and it seemed that most peo­
ple had gone early to cast their votes. 
There were just a handful of people 
trying to figure which room they 
should be voting in, as they seemed to 
have forgotten what letter their names 
start with. Two others were not sure if 
they had brought their voting registra­
tion cards in, as they looked through 
their pockets finding that they were, in 
fact, not with them. So they trekked 
out again, without doing anything. I 
do not know if they ever came back 
later to cast their votes, as it was fast 
approaching the qat session hour 
then.”
Saleh came back to reassure his friend 
of his true intentions: “I had, in fact, I 
had dug out my voter registration card 
from the dust, since it has not been 
used since 1997. But there was no 
way I could come out yesterday with 
this horrible cold on me. For sure, had 
I gone to vote, people who had come 
to vote would have been driven away 
by my coughing and sneezing and the 
voter turnout would be even less than 
the low turnout that showed up. Here 
comes our neighbor Hameed to give 
us another idea of how it looked at the 
polling station yesterday. What do 
you say, Hameed how was it yester­

day, at the polling station, since you 
registered at another district?”
Hameed arrived next to the two greet­
ing them with the usual Friday greet­
ings and pointing his hand to the 
refreshment stand for some juice 
before going into the Grand Mosque 
which was about two hundred meters 
away: “Well, my district is a part of 
Sana’a City and stretches from the 
south of the City of Sana’a to the 
Airport. I could never figure out how 
Rawdha could not be just one voting 
district and literally had to be split into 
two districts. Here we are literally 
next door neighbors, but having to 
belong to two different districts. In 
any case I went early and there were 
sufficient lines there for the television 
cameras to go home with something. 
It is really hard to determine how they 
voted, as nobody had any idea that 
they should really vote for. Quite a 
few wanted to show that they were 
going to vote different from the major­
ity of the voters just to see if their 
opposition vote would show up. I am 
really surprised by the interest shown 
by people, in wanting to see if their 
vote was going to be counted at all.” 
“All-right Hameed, what are you hav­
ing? For Saleh, there can be nothing 
better than a double strength Lemon

Juice there and a pack 
of tissues”, he Ahmed was speaking 
and ordering at the same time, tuning 
his face to the refreshment stand 
owner as he handed the last tissue he 
had to Saleh, who dished out a power­
ful sneeze that released two dozen 
‘God bless-yous” from all the passers­
by and the people gathering at the 
refreshment stand, as he took the tis­
sue from his friend.
Hameed answered: “A carrot juice 
will do fine for me, especially as you 
are treating? There is nothing like cel­
ebrating this weekend with carrot juice 
and high potency qat. Look at that, 
after our elections for the Presidency 
there are similar elections in Egypt 
and Tunisia. There is going to be a lot 
to talk about in the qat sessions today. 
By the way Saleh, you should get 
yourself some good qat to overcome 
your cold.”
Saleh was not impressed by the elec­
tion report in the Arab World: 
“Hameed, do you really think the Arab 
World has moved forward in the dem­
ocratic process. There is no indication 
that any of these electrons you are 
talking about that the Arab World has 
gotten the gist of what democracy is 
all about. In Egypt, you have the clas­
sic referendum, with the only candi­
date being the incumbent. I have 

always felt that the Egyptians should 
be in the lead in fostering real demo­
cratic elections for their leaders, but it 
seems that the Arab leaders continue 
to feel that there is no one else more 
suited to lead their people other than 
them, thus they feel that all they need 
from elections is to have the mandate 
from the people to carry on for anoth­
er term. Most likely, the most com­
petitive election we might see is the 
one in Tunisia, but at this stage it is too 
early to see, if that will also not turn 
out to be a referendum. For our elec­
tions, we were given a choice all right, 
but the choice was selected by the 
existing regime, so how much of a 
choice did we really have? What 
chances did the other choice have in 
winning, if all the government was 
geared to make the incumbent win at 
any price?”
Hameed commented: “We should not 
find difficulty in learning that in the 
next election there is a lot that should 
not be allowed to occur if we want real 
democratic elections: we should have 
more than one party represented by 
candidates for the office of the 
President. We should not allow the 
official media to work diligently for 
the incumbent President. We should 
have independent observers monitor 
the voting, the vote count and the tal­
lying of all the votes to insure that no 
foul-play is at work.”
Saleh added: “There should also be a 
sufficient enough time period between 
the nominations and the elections to 
allow the candidates to become better 
known among the voters. In two 
weeks it is really difficult for a guy 
like Qahtan Al-Sha’abi to become 
known to all the voters in the country, 

let alone the major cities.
“Saleh, I believe that as a first elec­
tion, it was impressive to see that peo­
ple still were willing to have a go at it, 
even though they realize that it is not 
exactly what they had in mind for a 
free election.” Hameed wanted to 
assure Saleh that people still wanted to 
take advantage of their right to vote.
But, Hameed what good is having that 
right, if that right is blocked from 
bringing about real concrete changes 
in the way we are governed and by 
whom we are governed? Something 
tells me that somebody is getting the 
short end of the stick: the people, to 
me, are not really getting their 
money’s worth are they?”
Ahmed also had a comment, as he 
gulped his juice when the muezzin 
uttered the call to prayer: “In Yemen, 
it seems like we never get our money’s 
worth, just taste this juice, it seems 
like our friend had forgotten to put the 
fruit in. The taste of plain water seems 
to dominate the flavor of the ‘juice’.” 
Hameed also rushed his juice down: 
“That is why I asked for carrot juice, 
because carrot juice is a lot harder to 
cheat on than Arab elections. Besides 
at least carrot juice provides a differ­
ent alternative to Viagra for poor guys 
like me, who cannot afford the magic 
love pills. The potency of carrot juice 
is also not effected by whoever wins 
the Presidency.”
Well thanks to God the elections went 
on peacefully, but carrot juice or not, 
what I want to know is where do we 
go from here?” queried Saleh.
“There can only be two directions: 
serious government or more of the 
same non-sense”.

NOTES: Any Letter sent to the Yemen Times office is subject to correction and modification. Letters which are seen suitable for 
publishing will be published as soon as there is space. Letters without the name of the author will not be published.

Dear Editor,
My name is Abdulbari Ali Ahmed, 23 
years old, born in East Africa - 
Somalia. I am originally from 
Hadramout.
According to the Muwalladeen subject, 
I would like there to express my deep­
est thank and gratitude to my brothers 
who used to send letters and complaints 
to Yemen Times to Letters to Editor. 
They always express and spotlight on 
the Muwalladeen face and have got into 
their heart through the Yemeni society 
an they even pick out of what most 
Yemenis have in their intention either 
discrimination and inhumanity. I would 
like to say to them thank you and please 
continue.
At the end of my acknowledgement, I 
would also like to pay my tribute and 
gratitude to the Founder of YT who 
used to give us the necessary moral 
support. Actually, in the past not many 
newspapers were able to divulge the 
fact of Yemeni society due to social 
pressures. I hope that Yemen Times will 
do its best and be our forever-beloved 
newspaper as it is now.

By: Abdulbari Ali Ahmed 
B. F. C - Aden

Film about Yemeni
Immigrations to South East Asia

I am a 4th generation Yemenite bom in 
Singapore and currently living in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. It is only recently 
that I have begun to start researching 
my roots and hopefully be able to dis­
cover more about my homeland and 
people. I am currently researching the 
migration of Yemenis to South East 
Asia in the early 1800s. This research 
that is being conducted by my wife and 
I is for the purpose of writing a novel 
that will eventually be translated into a 
film. Hope that we are able to get assis­
tance on the subject.

Syed Farouk Aljoffery

“Missing of Referendum”
True democratic elections require the 
participation of all people in choosing 
the best candidate to represent them 
and work for the welfare of their coun­
try. However, in regards to the current 
presidential elections, and for me in 
particular, I don’t see any need to dis­
turb myself in participating in these 
elections, because the result is already 
known. The final results will show 
Saleh as the winner, and hence, voters 
would waste their time for nothing. I 

think that there is no one else who is 
more qualified to be the President. 
Transfer of power in the current time, 
will only cause more pain and suffering 
for the people of Yemen.
Finally, I would like to say that even 
though I do not support the idea of the 
current elections, voting in elections -in 
general- is the duty of everyone (every 
Yemeni). But for this election, the case 
is different, as we see it transforming 
into a “referendum”. But nevertheless, 
people have the right to select the best 
person they see who can increase the 
standard of living of the people, and 
who has the courage to face the eco­
nomic, political and social challenges.

Mohammed Othman Al-Homaidi 
University Student.

Dear editor,
I am happy and glad that we are wit­
nessing our country’s historical event 
resembled in the first direct presidential 
election that happened on the 23rd of 
September 1999.
This election is a good step towards 
strengthening the democratic process in 
Yemen.
However, as we all know, Yemen is still 
a poor country. I personally think the 
democratic process can only be effi­
ciently implemented in a country, 
which is based on a strong culture and 
economy.
I would like to say that this event would 
have been better implemented in the 
future, when Yemen becomes wealthier 
and when it can deal with the process 
more adequately. I met with many peo­
ple before the election and to say the 
least, they were not satisfied, simply 
because they know that the results are 
predetermined.
In my opinion, this election is still a 
good step despite the country’s current 
conditions, and despite all the mistakes 
that occurred during the preparation 
and voting process of the election. 
People must take advantage of such 
experiences and learn something about 
democracy. I am sure that the experi­
ence we gained in this election will fur­
ther help us learn more on how to use 
our democratic rights, and hence will 
enable the next generation to live a real 
democracy.

Mahouz. A. Alslwei

Dear Editor,
Whenever I receive any new issue of 
Yemen Times newspaper I always feel 

sad and weak for a while, as if I stop a 
minute of mourning for the sorrowful 
death of its great founder Dr. Abdulaziz 
Saqqaf. As a matter of fact, Dr. Abdu- 
laziz Al-Saqqaf will never be forgotten, 
even if there is a person to fill in the 
space he left behind. But his personal­
ity will remain sticky within our mem­
ories forever. How I wished if he would 
be alive among us these days to see 
how our presidential elections take 
place in a sphere stained with doubts 
and injustice. But we are still confident 
in the Yemen Times newspaper, as it 
continues on the path that was paved 
for it by the late Dr. His successors in 
the Yemen Times establishment seem 
to always keep his name alive. When I 
lately read the editorial column of issue 
no 36 and the silver lining column I 
completely forgot the death of Dr. Al- 
Saqqaf and thought he is still alive. 
Many thanks for the staff successors of 
the late Dr. Al-Saqqaf in the Y. T. 
Establishment.

Abdul Majid Ahmed 
Mukalla

English and our society
English is the most famous language in 
the world. It will be spoken by around 
80% of the world population by the 
year 2020, as the statistics given by the 
United Nations show. Unlike in Yemen, 
in many countries, English is not just 
taught in schools or universities, but it 
is used within the society, even if it is 
not its mother tongue, and not spoken 
by the family members in one house. 
That is something we lack in Yemen 
and we are in deep need of it. Besides 
being limited to universities only, 
English is not taught in all departments, 
and is imprisoned between four walls. 
Do you think that a student who studies 
Islamic education is able to teach 
English? I don’t!
I don’t think a student who studies his­
tory is able to follow a short conversa­
tion between two Englishmen. Do you? 
We came to the conclusion that the 
English departments of our universities 
are the only source of English in our 
society.
Do you think that this is enough? Will 
it help much?
Most of the graduates only have certifi­
cates with nothing in their minds. 
Hence, they are useless and out of con­
sideration. We still have good graduates 
as well, but they are few and we don’t 
expect much from them because if they 

work very hard, they would bum them­
selves before they attain a simple 
noticeable success. Nothing can change 
about this unless we all make enough 
efforts to increase English education in 
our society. The reason why I wrote this 
letter is the following true story.
A friend of mine from Ethiopia once 

gave me his telephone number to keep 
in touch with him when he is in his 
home country. When he handed me the 
paper on which the number was written 
I asked him, “What about if someone 
else answered me! What would I say? I 
don’t understand their language” I 
meant the language spoken in his coun­
try.
He smiled at me and replied “Don’t 
worry, everyone in my family speaks 
good English!” His words were full of 
confidence.
This made me think thoroughly of the 
future of English in my family in par­

ticular and in my country in general. 
Will we reach a stage when everyone in 
a house could speak English? I doubt it! 
But it is not impossible. We should all 
work very hard to overcome such 
obstacles that will prevent us from 
catching the modern world training, 
which will take us to a brighter future. 
If we don’t, we won’t catch the train 
and we won’t be in the past nor in the 
future. We will be hanging somewhere 
in the middle.

Fuad Al-Sabri
Taiz

Yemen Telecommunication
& Information Technology Co. Ltd.

A licensee of NIIT Lt. (a global I. T. services company engaged in computer 
education, software exports and consulting, having over 750 Education & Training 
Centers world-wide), requires the following personnel:

FACULTY
Profile: Graduate/Post-Graduate in Computer Science OR Diploma holder in 
relevant computer technologies with thorough knowledge of DOS, Windows NT, 
OFFICE 95/97, UNIX, C, C++. Knowledge of SQL server, Visual C++ and RDBMS 
required. Two years of relevant work experience required.

ACADEMIC COUNSELORS
Profile: Young graduate, with a pleasing personality and a flair for interacting with 
people to help them select the right course. Familiarity with standard Word 
Processing packages preferable.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Profile: Graduate with 2-3 years. Secretarial Experience, familiarity with Word 
Processing, Spread Sheet and Internet.

Excellent communication skills and good command over English & Arabic essential 
for all positions.

Mail/Fax detailed resume within 7 days, to:
The Personnel Manager, YTEL Ltd., (Licensee of NIIT Ltd.), 
Algeria St.
P. O. Box: 520, Sana’a
Tel: 265101
Fax: 265192
Email: ytel@.y.net.ye
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Yemen Times special: A Miraculous Rescue Attempt Turns Successful
In Hadda Street: Back to Life after Death

Report by: Tawfeek M. Al-Sharaabi 
Yemen TimesYou need nothing more 

than casting a look over 
the pictures to easily 
realize the extent of our 
calamity. Do you see

how doleful it is? Do you believe that 
such views frequently happen in our 
society? Do you agree that people in 
charge do not even move a finger to 
put an end to such sufferings?
The person in the pictures was not run 
over by a fancy car that is the fashion 
these days, nor was he harshly beaten 
up. The pictures were not taken after an 
invasion or a military attack nor was 
the person a victim of an explosion or 
so.
The person whom you see is actually a 
mere Yemeni worker in the Water and 
Sanitation Authority. He was one of 
the many workers who are trying their 
uttermost to make ends meet. Such 
workers expose themselves to the diffi­
culties and hardships of life, so that 
they can sustain a livelihood through 
these harsh and difficult times. They 
are enslaved to their work and in return 
they are given nothing that can be com­
parable to the risks they go through.
These pictures have been taken by 
coincidence after this man (on the 
right) fell into one of the cesspools

while working in Hadda street last 
Wednesday. September 15th. It is 
worth mentioning that there were 
several reports lately about the 
falling of workers, and even nor­
mal citizens passing by into such 
weakly structured cesspools in 
Sanaa. This is mainly due to the 
weak structure of the cesspools 
ceilings which sometimes collapse 
resulting in the death and injury of 
the people who walk on it.
Any way, after the worker had

been lifted and taken 
out of the pit with the 
help of the other 
workers who were 
beside him, he was no 
more than a dead 
body. However, later, 
the unexpected hap­
pened. Who could 
have imagined that 
the worker would 
come back to life in 
such a miraculous 
manner. Indeed, he 
was brought back to 
life by a young man 
who was living near 
the place of the inci­
dent, and who by 
coincidence had a 
good background on 
first aid.
Not to get you so 
bored, here, we give 
you the actual story 
with the words of the
courageous rescuer, the person who 
brought the worker back to life:
“My name is Ayman Al-Gabree, a 
petroleum engineer living on Hadda 
Street. I was sitting at my home at 
around 1:15 p.m. while all of a sudden, 
we heard a strong knocking at the door. 
My nephew Abdul Hameed went and 
opened the door and found someone 
asking for a glass of water in great 
panic. 1 went out and asked him what 
the matter was and he said that some­
one had fallen inside the swage 
cesspools. So I hurried to the kitchen 
and took a jug of water and brought my 
camera and run outside. The person 
was still inside the cesspools and 
everybody was staring in panic and 
could do nothing about it. Finally, one 
of the workers tied himself to a rope 
and then he managed to pull the victim 
out, however, it seemed that it was too 
late, for he was totally dead. There was 
no pulse in the neck, I could not feel 
any heart beats, and there were no 
signs of breathing. Soon, as in all such

incidents in Yemen, there was a large 
crowd of curious people around the 
victim. I shouted at them to move away, 
for it was no time to cause panic, then 
I had some photos captured. Despite 
the large number of people staring, no 
one even thought of provided a single 
vehicle to take him to a hospital or so, 
as if they were watching a movie for 
fun. Then some responsible people 
asked “what shall we do?" Some said 
that we should take him to the hospital. 
I told them that by the time we get him 
to the hospital he would definitely be 
dead. “It would be too late. We should 
begin by giving him a first-aid. We 
should try our best to get the man’s 
consciousness back; so that his heart 
would pump and he he would breath 
again.” I said.
Then I bent over him, checked his 
breathing and unfastened his belt. I 
washed his face which was full of dirt 
and all that what you expect to be in a 
cesspools. Then despite all the smelly 
things on his face, I didn’t care because 
for me his life was more important and 

gave him a “mouth to 
mouth breathing. I blocked 
his nose, then blew through 
his mouth twice, then 
pumped his chest five 
times, then I restarted all 
over again by blowing into 
his mouth twice, his chest 
five times for about ten 
minutes and checking the 
pulse in-between. Just as I 
was about to give up, the 
man’s body started shaking

as if his soul came back to his body. So 
I bent him over and he threw up. As 
soon as I felt the signs of life, I took 
some pictures to stay with me as a 
memory. After more than fifteen min­
utes, a Hilox pickup vehicle came and 
took him to the hospital”
Mr. Ayman Algabree went on saying 
“To my dismay, I could see no equip­

ment, tools, masks, uniforms that must 
be available while these people work. I 
can definitely tell you that, according 
to my experience, if this person stayed 
unconscious for five or ten more min­
utes, bringing him to life would have 
been impossible, or at least if he lived, 
he would have lived with a damaged 
brain, and live his life handicapped."

Asking him about his experience in 
the first aid, Mr. Ayman said that he 
was well-trained in France and that 
he is currently working in an oil field 
company in Al-Masila, in 
Hadramout.
This incident has actually raised a lot 
of questions, which need to be 
answered from the people in charge. 
-Where are the special uniforms that 
workers should be provided with 
while working?
-Where are all the rescue tools that 
should be available all the time dur­
ing the time during work?
-Where are the specialized rescue 
groups who should be present at the 
site in case something like this hap­
pens?
-Why aren’t these workers not 
trained how to give the first aid?

Finally, as the Yemen Times, we thank 
Mr. Ayman Algabree for his gesture to 
save the worker, and express our hope 
that the government would value his 
efforts, just as we do value them by 
thanking him and calling him to our 
office to give him a written letter of 
gratitude for his humane and invalu­
able efforts in saving a man’s life

You can expect yourself to fall Into a cesspit 
any time in any street! How ridiculous!

Cheers could be heard 
among the crowd, 
worker is back to life

The worker after being taken out of 
the pit was no more than a dead body

Ayman never 
gave up trying to 
rescue the man

Rescuer, Ayman 
Algabree will 

always be 
remembered for 

his noble act
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The Federal Republic of Germany 
Celebrates its 50th Anniversary

The year 1999 is the 50th 
anniversary of the adoption 
of the German Basic Law. 
Based on the constitutions 
worked out in 1848-49 at the 
Paulskirche in Frankfurt and 

in 1919 at the National Theatre in 
Weimar, it was meant to be a temporary 
measure assuring national life a liberal 
democratic constitutional order for “a 
transitional period,” until the divided 
Germany of the post-war period could 
be reunited. Since the death of the GDR, 
the Basic Law has been that for all of 
Germany as of October 3, 1990.

On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, here we 
bring some excerpts from the a speech by 
the Federal Chancellor Gerhard Schroder, 

“The Federal Republic availed itself of this 
opportunity and underwent peaceful, dem­
ocratic, and prosperous development such 
as no other German state in modern histo­
ry had ever seen. In its 50th year the 
republic will undergo yet another water­
shed event, the move of Germany’s gov­
ernment institutions from Bonn to Berlin. 
The “provisional” status of the post-war 
German republic is now definitively at an 
end. Since the accession of the new 
German states on 3 October 1990 the con­
stitution has ceased to have anything “pro­
visional” about it.
The move to Berlin stands for continuity, 
but also for change and renewal.
On an anniversary date such as this it is 
useful to remind ourselves what the suc­
cess of this German development in the 
Federal Republic was based on.
Although the new republic was based on 
the best and most liberal of German and 
European constitutional traditions, there 
was considerable skepticism at first as to 
whether a stable democracy would be able 
to develop in “West Germany”. The fact 
that the history of the Federal Republic, 
despite the worsening Cold War, was able 
to become the history of a “disaster that 
didn’t happen” is due to the country’s sys­
tematic integration into the Western com­
munity of nations based on shared values 
and to its emphatic pursuit of European 
integration.
“Participation” became a key to the suc­
cessful development seen by our society. 
The participation of the people responsible 
for creating our society’s wealth in owner­
ship and in decision-making processes 
within our society became a guarantee for 

social peace and economic strength.
The policy of reconciliation with the East, 
as was pursued by Willy Brandt and those 
who followed him, created an 
important foundation for the democratic 
revolution in the eastern part of Germany. 
The people in the GDR did not have a 
chance to engage in democratic and eco­
nomically profitable development.
They were the ones, first and foremost, 
who had to pay the price for Germany’s 
war-time guilt, i.e. until 1989 when, in an 
admirable display of moral courage, they 
managed to free themselves from the yoke 
of a dictatorial one-party system. This 
opened up the way for reunifying Germany 
politically.
However, the joy at accomplishing this, the 
pride in our constitution, in our democratic 
practices, in the economic, social and cul­
tural achievements of our citizens, should 
not close our eyes to the fact that in the 
51st year of the Federal Republic and in 
the 11th year of German unity our 
country is faced with difficult chal­
lenges.
In eastern Germany we are far from a 
situation in which everything has 
grown together that “belongs togeth­
er”. The creation of equal living con­
ditions as called for in the Basic Law, 
the formation of deeply rooted demo­
cratic convictions, the fair distribution 
of economic opportunities are objec­
tives that will continue to require a 
great deal of effort from us for a long 
time to come.
The principles of participation and 
social security have come under seri­
ous pressure as a result of the global­

isation of production and the dramatic 
changes that have taken place on the job 
markets. Unless there are enormous 
efforts to achieve innovation it will not be 
possible to fight unemployment effectively; 
joblessness could become an explosive 
issue for our society.
Finally, developments on our own continent 
and Germany’s increased international 
responsibility have confronted us with new 
and painful decisions as well as major 
tasks. The crisis in Kosovo was not the first 
factor to demonstrate this. Together with its 
European and Atlantic partners Germany 
has an immediate obligation to promote 
and guarantee stability, human rights, and 
peaceful development in all of Europe. This 
includes economic assistance, security 
partnerships, and strategies for being able 
to deal effectively with refugee and immi­
gration problems.
Our constitution continues to provide a 
viable basis for successfully shaping social 
change.

Despite occasional ups and downs, the 
fifty-year history of the Federal Republic is 
a “success story”, a reason for us to feel a 
sense of pride and confidence.”

Day of German Unity: Federal 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroder

Germany 1999: Federal President Johannes Rau and his 
wife, Christina Rau, in the Berlin Reichstag building.



14 September 27th, 1999

The Second Orphans Festival Kicked off
Yasser M. Ahmad, 

Yemen Times

O
rphans are the group 
which suffers a lot in 
childhood society. 
They never feel the 
sympathy of mother­
hood and fatherhood. 
Therefore, they live in a chronic miser­

able condition. Being threatened by 
numerous dangers, they seek for kind 
and warm hands which can relieve 
their suffering. They look here and 
there to find merciful hearts and gen­
erous hands, which may safe them 
from their misery and reduce their 
melancholy.
The Charitable Society for Social 
Welfare organized the Second 
Orphans Festival from 21- 22 
September, that may help reducing the 
suffering of those people. The event 
was attended by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and other government 
officials. The President, Dr. Tareq 
Sinan Abu Luhoom and Dr. Hameed

Zabarah delivered speeches, which 
expressed their good faith towards 
orphans. A sketch was performed by 
some of the orphans which revealed 
how much they suffer. The perform­
ance was highly admired by the audi­
ence for it could attract their senti­
ments. Sheik Yoseif Al-Hajer, from 
Kuwait has delivered a speech on 
behalf of the guests.
There were some researches which 
being discussed in the festival, which

can be mentioned as follows:
1- ways and means of research for all 
information concerning orphan, 
offered by Makah Charitable Society. 
Its objectives were the required infor­
mation of orphan in research means, 
the ways on which the information can 
be transferred in a real picture and the 
means of preparation that must have a 
less cost.
2- resources of orphan financing, 
offered by Al-Fojairah Charitable 
Society. Its objectives were how to 
work and support finding additional 
ways for orphan financing, contacting 
and persuading the financiers to sup­
port orphan.
3- discussing the possible ways 
through which orphans can be live in 
collective dwellings, offered by Qatar 
Charitable Society. The discussion was 
concentrated on the healthy and educa­
tional care and cultural activities.
4- the active participation which may 
help developing the economical and 
social sides for orphan’s family, sug­
gested by Do’aej Khalaf Al- 
Sha’mmari, the general manager of 
Asia Moslems Committee - Kuwait. 
The objectives discussed orphans’ 
rights, the problems which the 
orphan’s family suffers from and train­
ing the volunteers from men and 
women who can take care of training 
orphans’ families on how can they face 
the challenge and difficulties of life. 
There are a multiple activities for the 
society including the healthy services 
as the society carrying out the healthy 
projects in the rural areas. The society 
offers the precautionary treatments 
against the contagious diseases. It also 
organizes a different camps which 
implement qualified courses for 
orphans in different fields as weaving 
hands embroidery and memorization 
of Qur’an. It also support the small 
limited projects, and help poor people 
of getting marriage in all governorates 
of the Republic. Adopting school bag 
for more than 64,000 student, which 
may help reducing the big costs for the 
their poor families.
Giving the healthy services for women 
sector. This is represented by some 
hospitals as Al-Omm hospital.
The aim of the orphan annual festival 
is to deepen the social cooperation 
amongst the society, reminding of the 
orphan’s social suffering and their 
healthy problems. It also aims at 
organizing many festivals which keep 
on supporting orphans. This Charitable 
Society aims at adopting and financing 
more than 2000 orphan in all gover­
norates of the republic.

DEUTSCH? KEIN PROBELM!

Welcome to our new term!
The term begins on the 3rd of October and lasts until the 10th of 
November, 1999.

The course will be held at the British Council, Street No. 7, Maidan 
Al-Sabeen.

The duration of the course is 6 weeks; 6 hours per week (=36H).

Course are for beginners and intermediates. Certificates will be issued 
upon successful completion.

Courses will be taught by teachers who are experienced, qualified and 
native speakers.

Fees are US$75 per term.

Registration will commence on the 27th of September until the 29th 
of September at The British Council during 16:00-18:00.

For information, please call:
244 121 or 413 177 Fax: 244 120

Answer of 37th Issue Competition:
“The simplest, quickest, comparatively cheapest) and comparably cheap­

est way to serve clients is through the World Wide Web (WWW)”

Winners of the 37th Issue Competition
First Prize (YR 8000)

Abd Almalek Saeed Saleh, Sanaa
Second Prize (YR 5000)

Salem Jaffer Obeid Ba-Obeid, Sanaa
Third Prize (YR 4000)

Fahd Ahmed Al-Haj Hamoud, Taiz
Fourth Prize (YR 3000)

Abdul Raheem Ahmed Al-Ahdal, Sanaa

Congratulations to all winners
To receive their prizes, winners should come with their IDs to the Yemen Times Sanaa 
Office, near the Palestinian Embassy, Hadda Street. Tel, 268661. No prizes will be given to 
winners who do not come within one month from the day of announcing their names.

Issue no.
39 Yemen Times Weekly Competition

Search for the answer of the below question within the contents of this 
issue and write the answer clearly along with the article's title and page 
number. Please cut out this coupon and send it to our Sana'a Head 
Office. The winners will be selected through drawing lots. The awards 
are YR 8,000 for 1st place, YR 5,000 for 2nd place, YR 4,000 for 3rd 
place, and YR 3,000 for 4th place. The winners’ names will be 
announced on the issue after two week’s. Answers will be acceptable 
within only 13 days after the date of issuance. Please write the number 
of the issue of the Yemen Times that you cut the coupon from on the 
envelope. One person can send more than one coupon to have a higher 
possibility of winning.

Answers sent by fax or photocopy will not be accepted.

 مع الاسفل في المبين السؤال إجابة عن العدد هذا محتويات في ايحث
 رقم تحديد مع المقالة عنوان وكتابة الانجليزية باللغة الاجابة كتابة

 الصحيفة عنوان !لي وإرسالها واضح بخط الاجابة بها التي الصفحة
 صلنا بالفاكس غير مقبولة. سيتم اختيارت التي بالسؤال. الاجابات الخاص الكوبون هذا دون من الاجابات تقبل لا صنعاء. في الرئيسي
 الفائز وسيمنح القرعة، بواسطة المتقدمين جميع بين من الفانزين
 والرابع ريال 4000 والثالث يالر 5000 والثاني ريال 8000 مبلغ لأول بالمركز

 فإن الصحيفة بريد إلى الأجوبة إرسال للجميع تسنى يوحتى ريال. 3000
 13 بعد )أي الإصدار يوم من أسبوعين لمدة مفتوحا سيضل المشاركة باب

 لاستلام القادم بعد العدد في الفانزين أسماء ستنشر الإصدار. من يوما
الرسالة. مظروف على الصحيفة عدد رقم كتابة نرجو كما جوانزهم

بإسمه. كوبون من أكثر إرسال الشخص نفس بإمكان

This Competition is 
sponsored by 

Abu Walad Biscuit
 برعاية المسابقة هذه

ولد أبو بسكويت
Question of the Week

What age is this age? (Hint: This age is the age of

Answer:

Article’s Title:
Your Name: 
City/Province: Address:

Page no.

Tel. No.:
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Internet for the Beginner
Continued..:Why use the Internet? (User’s Perspective)
What is the Internet, and 
World Wide Web?
As explained in a previous 
issue, the Internet is simply a 
series of computer networks 
that are linked together 
around the world. The World 
Wide Web (WWW) is a
means of accessing, organizing and 
moving through all the information on 
the Internet. For example, the Yemen 
Times Web page at www.yemen­
times.com is one of the pages that exist 
on the WWW and can be accessed by 
any person using the Internet in the 
whole world.
Everything you can think of can be 
found on the Internet. Information 
about sports, latest news, shops where 
you can buy goods online, pictures of 
all kinds, encyclopedias. You can even 
listen to radio and watch TV and video 
through the WWW. However, the latest 
revolution extends to using the Internet 
as a communication media, just like a 
telephone. However, tools have been 
developed to videoconference. In other 
words, you can communicate with your 
friend over the Internet in audio and 
video; you see each other on the screen 
and hear each other as well, all live!
All in all, it is a magnificent world 
beyond description. However, there is 
only one drawback about information 
that can be retrieved from the Internet: 
it is not organized at all. Hence, web 
administrators have provided search

engines that can somewhat 
facilitate the search of pages 
and to retrieve them.
Analysts say that illiterate 
people would be classified in 
the first world countries by 
the year 2010 as the ones 
who do not know how to use

computers, and specifically how to surf 
the Internet. For Yemen, we have a 
long way to go especially that there are 
no standard Internet cafes in Yemen.

What is a Web browser?
We use a program called a Web brows­
er to access all this information that is 
available on the WWW as mentioned 
above. It is the tool that we use to view 
the information in an elegant and 
organized matter. We, at the Yemen 
Times office for example, use a brows­
er called Internet Explorer, and this 
gives us the means to travel through all 
information on the Internet, to open our 
web page, and to find new web pages. 
Internet Explorer can be found on the 
desktop of any PC with Windows 95 or

higher. Its icon is a spinning globe with 
a magnifying glass on it. When you 
double click on this icon, the browser 
program will open. The browser pro­
gram acts as a window that lets you 
look at Web Pages on the Internet. You 
can move from page to page by click­
ing on hyperlinks. These are underlined 
words within the page. You can also 
type an address of a page you want to 
visit into the address line.

How do I use Internet Explorer?
The browser consists of a window in 
which a Web Page is displayed and a 
toolbar at the top. There are buttons on 
the Internet Explorer toolbar that let 
you navigate from page to page around 
the Web.
The Back button takes you the web 
page you were just looking at, one step 
back, as if you were flipping through 
the pages in a book. The Forward but­
ton operates in the opposite manner of 
the Back button. If you have used the 
back button, you can then use this but­
ton to go forward. These two are useful 
when flipping back and forth between 
web pages. The Stop button stops the 
current page from loading. Use this one 
if you’re tired of waiting for a page to 
load in, and you want to stop the 
process.
The Refresh button reloads the current 
page. This is used if the page you are 
viewing has changed. Pressing the 
Refresh button will show you the most

current version of that page. The Home 
button takes you directly to a preset 
Homepage, in our case, the Yemen 
Times Website. The Print button prints 
the current page. Be careful when using 
this button. Often, you will not be 
aware of how long a page is unless you 
check before you print, and might find 
yourself printing pages of information 
you do not want. The Font button 
cycles through different font sizes. If 
the type on your web page is too small 
to read or too big to comfortably fit 
within the window, simply click the 
Font button until the font size is accept­
able. The Mail button will take you to 
your e-mail (see previous issues about 
e-mail).

How do I get to a Web Page?
You need to know the Web Page’s 
URL. A URL is the address that will 
take you to the page you are looking 
for. Every Web Page has its own unique 
address. If you look at the top of your 
browser window, you will see a thing 
that starts with http:// ???. That is the 
URL (Uniform Resource Locator). The 
URL of the Yemen Times for instance, 
is http://www.yementimes.com. The 
URL of CNN International is 
http://www.cnn.com. Most URLs start 
with www (referring to World Wide 
Web) and end with com (referring to 
commercial.)
Enter the URL for the page you want to 
see in the ‘Address’ box, then press 
enter. The browser will then retrieve 
and display that page for you.

How do I find URL’s for pages that 
might interest me?
There are several ways to know URLs 
that interest you. Often URLs are found 
from the WWW itself. For example, 
you can go to the most frequently visit­
ed search engine
(http://www.altavista.com) and from 
there you can search for a phrase, let’s 
say “Yemen Times”. Then, the search 
engine will return around 1,700 URL 
address for Yemen Times, in which you 
can choose one. URLs are also avail­
able on newspapers and maganizes. For 
example, if you now turn back to page 
2 of the Yemen Times, you can see at 
the bottom that there exists a URL 
(www.yementimes.com). That is the 
URL of the Yemen Times. If you read 
Al-Ayyam, you can find 
www.alayyam-yemen.com as their 
URL, and so on. Sites you access will 
often have links to other sites that 
interest you. Going back to Search 
Engines, they are compiled lists of 
what can be found on the WWW.
However these take practice to use and 
can often waste time without any

result. Only use them as a last resort, as 
any search will often yield thousands or 
millions of results.

What do I do with a useful URL 
when I find one?
After knowing a certain URL, you can 
write it down, for reference later. A bet­
ter option is to ‘bookmark’ the address. 
To do this, look for the option in 
Internet Explorer called ‘Favorites’. 
Click on ‘Favorites’, and choose, ‘Add 
to Favorites’. The location of the page 
you are looking at will be saved for 
you. Later, to get back to that page, 
click on ‘Favorites’ again, and select 
the page you want to see from the list. 
What are the Web pages that could 
be interesting for a beginner?
Well, there are hundreds of options for 
a beginner. However, we suggest first 
that you visit a category engine such as

Yahoo at http://www.yahoo.com. From 
there, you can virtually go everywhere. 
For example, if you want to know 
where Yemen Times Website is, you 
should first go to the Countries link 
under the Regional category, then go to 
the “Yemen” link. You will find 
“Cities”, click on it to find “Sanaa”,

select it and then you will find “News 
and Media”. After clicking on it. you 
will find Yemen Times available. You 
can save your time in just writing 
“Yemen Times” in the empty space 
before “Search” and press Enter.
Let us take another example. If you 
have a research about a certain animal 
species, let’s say, butterflies, then you 
can easily go to the Science category, 
animals, insects, then butterflies. It is 

that easy!
The Internet is the biggest and fastest 
library to access in the whole world. 
You can get all the information you 
want with a simple mouse click.
Finally, If you want to know more of 
let’s say, Naseem Hamed, and his 
upcoming matches, you can easily go 
to Naseem’s page at http://www.prince­
naseem.com, which can be found from 
Yahoo as well.
It is a frequent experience that first 
timers get too excited and want to visit 
everything at the same time. Calm 
down, and take it step by step. With a 
bit of practice, you will be able to learn 
how to surf the Internet and make the 
most of your experience online in no 
time. The Internet is a new world, with 
far reaching dimensions. We advice all 
readers to begin seriously to think of 
ways to learn more about this fabulous 
in order to be able to cope with the rest 
of the world in the coming millenium. 
As Yemen Times, we look forward to 
receive any questions or com­
ment about the Internet and open a spe­
cial window for this topic. Currently, 
we are also working with a number of. 
businessmen to establish the biggest 
Internet Cafe in Yemen to be able to 
gradually get Yemenis out of their rou­
tine and into this revolutionary world. 
After founding it, we are planning to 
have it open for one week free of 
charge for everyone to use. It will be a 
project of its kind in an effort to get 
you, our readers more benefit from this 
extraordinary world. Are you excited 
about it? Stay tuned to know more 
news about this project.

M. PRABAHARAN
Director of Finance, Sheraton Sana'a Hotel

Recently been appointed as Director of Finance at the Sheraton Sana’a 
Hotel. Before his transfers to Sana'a he worked at the Sheraton Addis 
Hotel, Addis Ababa as Deputy Director of Finance for the past three years 

and other hotels in the Middle East having the post of Assistant Financial 
Controller, Systems Manager and Night Auditor.

Dedicated and trustworthy on financial matters, he received too many 
awards at the Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel as “Employee of the Month, 
Supervisor of the Quarter, Best Employee of the Accounts Department 
and Employee of the Year."

Completed his studies In Hospitality Management from the Educational 
Institute of the American Hotel & Motel Association and 
passed the General Certificate of Education in Sri Lanka.

He is also a licensed member of the Institute of Dat; 
processing management in UK and Member o 
International Association of Hospitality Accountant in USA

http://www.yemen-times.com
http://www.yementimes.com
http://www.cnn.com
http://www.altavista.com
http://www.yementimes.com
http://www.alayyam-yemen.com
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.prince-naseem.com
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٦٧٠٣٥٢ والنشر-تليفون: للطباعة الآفاق


















