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World Bank Country Manager to YT:

“Yemen needs to move more 
aggressively to reduce corruption”
Mohammed al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

Sana'a, Sep 27 - The World Bank 
Country Manager in Yemen, Robert 
Hindle, said that corruption in Yemen 
is one of the most serious challenges to 
development and improving of living 
standard of people. He demanded in 
an exclusive interview with Yemen 
Times that the government should 
move much more aggressively to fight 
corruption, encouraging the private 
sector to invest inside Yemen by pro­
viding a good environment and securi­
ty as well as improving governance at 
large. He also said that the WB and 
donors are satisfied with the perform­
ance of the government, mainly after 
Paris meeting for donors. However, he 
stressed that there must be a move 
from satisfactory to high quality per­
formance. Mr. Hindle also said that 
Yemen should prioritize improving 
education and health care, as well as 
change the conception of the people of 
the purpose of civil service.

More on page 5

According to Mr. Robert Hindle (shown), the World Bank wishes that the government exert more 
effort in continuing the administrative and financial reforms urgently and badly needed to have 
Yemen move out of its stagnancy. Photo by M. Al-Qadhi, Yemen Times.

Saudi hands over tanker attack suspects to Yemen
SANA'A. Sept 24 (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia 
on Wednesday handed over nine Yemeni 
detainees, some of them wanted for the 
bombing of a French oil supertanker last 
year, a Yemeni official said.
Saudi Arabia and Yemen are boosting secu­
rity cooperation to battle at Qaeda — which 
is blamed for the September 11, 2001 
attacks on U.S. cities and for the bombings

of the U.S. warship Cole and the French 
supertanker Limburg in Yemeni waters in 
2000 and 2002.
‘‘The nine suspects held by Saudi Arabia, 
including some wanted for the Limburg 
attack, were extradited to Yemen in the 
framework of our security cooperation," the 
security official told Reuters.
The two Arab neighbors have handed over

a number of suspected militants in recent 
months.
The attack on the French supertanker killed 
one crew member.
Saudi Arabia, birthplace of al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden, and Yemen, his ancestral 
home, have been the scene of frequent 
attacks by Islamic militants and clashes 
with security forces.

Demands to bring justice to the case of 
Jarallah Omar's assassination continue 

Calls rise to stop 
using extremists 

against politicians
SANA’A, September 28, (YT)—The 

National Authority (NA) concerned with the 
follow-up of the assassination of the late 
Jarallah Omar, Assistant Secretary-General, 
demanded Saturday that a comprehensive, 
fair, and independent investigation into the 
case should be made to reveal the accomplices 
of the assassin Ali Jarallah who was sentenced 
to death mid September. The NA considered in 
a press statement the court verdict as invalid 
and baseless as it did not pay any attention to 
the right of Jarallah’s family which demanded 
that the case should be returned to the prose­
cution for further investigations.

The statement said that some parts of the 
file of investigation with the assassin present­
ed by the Political Security Organization 
(PSO) were missing and that there were no 
files for the confiscated materials.

Continued on page 3

As a result of rapacious policemen in Taiz:

Ruthless murder
By Emad al-Saqqaf
YT Bureau Chief 
Taiz & Hodiedah

Taiz, Sept. 27_ Two people were killed 
and another was injured when a policeman 
working for to the local council at 
Annashama district, Taiz governorate 
opened fire on them on September, 25.

The two killed people, Alezi Mohammed 
Alwan, a banana peddler and Nabeel al- 
Bukari, a restaurant owner had brought a 
complaint before the local council explain-

ing the unjust practices and daily threats by 
the by the policeman Abdullah al-Anesi.

Al-Anesi used to blackmail those ped­
dlers and vendors and trade shop owners at 
the district center.

Al-Anesi used to collect taxes without 
even giving them official receipts. When 
Al-Ezzi and al-Bukari came out of the 
council’s premises, the killer pointed his 
weapon directly and shot them dead.

Ahmed and Watheeq al-Bukari, brothers 
of the two killed people told the Yemen 
Times that they didn't know why they had 

been killed. “We hold the 
local council and the dis­
trict's security responsible 
for the incident," they said.

The killer used to work at 
the local council and also 
previously convicted of 
killing his wife.

On his part, the secretary 
general of the local council. 
Mr. Ebrahim Shukri has 
denied that he has decided­
ly or orally agreed with 
the convict. He also 
emphasized that he had 
objected his appoint­
ment.

Continued on pageVehicle riddled with fatal bullets
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Assassination attempt 

against editor-in-chief failed
Sana'a, Sept. 27_ Editor-in-Chief of 

Arrai Al-Aam, (Public Opinion), Mr. 
Kamal al-Uloufi had on Sept. 22 come 
under an attempted assassination by 
policemen affiliated to the Yemen Gas 
Company, a statement issued by 
National Organization for Defending 
Human Rights mentioned last week.

The policemen, according to the 
statement, fabricated a problem with a 
journalist accompanying the editor in 
chief. Unexpectedly, policemen start­

ed shooting fire against him.
He was then taken to the May 22 

police station. His car was also pierced 
with shots on different sides.

“This incident represents an attempt 
for a premeditated murder as well as 
suppressing the journalists’ freedom as 
well as terrorizing them due their opin­
ions and stances,” the statement said.

The statement has also called for an 
immediate investigation and the crimi­
nals have to be brought to justice.

Lufthansa celebrates 
resumption of flights in Yemen

Sanaa, Sep 27 - On the occasion of the 
re-launchings of its flights to and from 
Yemen. Lufthansa (German Airlines) 
held a press conference yesterday at the 
Sheraton Hotel and celebrated this occa­
sion, which coincided with Yemen’s 
national holidays (26 September, 14 
October) and German's National Day (3 
October). The event signaled an opportu­
nity ^o consolidate Yemen-German rela­
tions and open new cooperation horizons 
in tourism, business, and many other 
fields.

Mr. Thomas Prieni, the media spokes­
men of the German company has 
expressed his delight for the return of the 
flights and pledged to bring the well- 
known international quality standards of 
Lufthansa within the reach of all cus­
tomers in Yemen.

“Lufthansa had resumed its flights in 
early August and currently operates three 
roundtrip flights thrice a week.” he said. 

“All flights are via Cairo and are 
served with the Airbus A330 inclusive 
Business and Economy Classes.”

This comes as Lufthansa earned a dou­
ble distinction at the presentation of the 
Airline Strategy Awards this year. 
Lufthansa Chairman and CEO Jurgen 
Weber received the Airline Business 
Award in recognition of his lifetime 
achievement.

Mr. Thomas said that he is hopeful that 
the tourism industry in the country will 
develop and grow gradually and men­
tioned that the resumption of Lufthansa 
flights is a step towards achieving greater 
connection between Yemen and the 
world.

Renewable energy 
and seminar to be 
held in Hudeidah
Sana'a, Sept. 27_ On the occasion 

of celebrations marking the 41st 
anniversary of September 26 revolu­
tion, Hudeidah governorate hosts on 
Tuesday 30 September the two-day 
"First Renewable Energy Seminar and 
Exhibition"

The seminar is to be held under aus­
pices of the Governor of Hudeidah 
Mohammed Saleh Shamlan at the 
Tehama Development Authority hall. 
The seminar discusses many premises, 
most important among them are the 
role of solar energy in solving prob­
lems of drinking pumping water in 
rural areas, role of media in he process 
of spreading awareness about the 
importance of the use of renewable 
energy as an alternative to traditional 
energy, future of Yemen and alterna­
tives of solar energy , the importance 
of renewable energy in protection of 
environment. Various agencies and 
institutions are contributing with 
working papers and presentations on 
rural development and renewable 
energy topics. Working papers would 
be presented at the seminar by Tehama 
Development Authority, Ministry of 
Electricity, Ministry of 
Communications and Technology, 
Technical Supplies Center, the General 
Authority for Environment Protection 
and the UNDP.

On the sidelines of the seminar an 
exhibition would be held for supplies 
consisting equipment and systems on 
lighting houses, water pumping equip­
ment and systems of propeller genera­
tors and systems of spare current.

Fourth orphan 
festival held in Taiz
By Faruq Moqbil, Taiz Bureau
Yemen Times

Taiz, Sep 27 - The Islah Social 
Welfare Association held on Thursday 
25 September the fourth Orphan 
Festival in Aden amid the presence of 
Governor of Taiz Qadhi Ahmed 
Abdullah Al-Hajri along with Qadhi 
Ali Abdullah Al-Jamra the head of the 
Taiz Court of Appeals and Mr. Shawqi 
Ahmed Hayel representing the Hayel 
Saeed Anaam Group of Companies, 
plus Mr. Abdullah Abdo Al- 
Muhammadi, the General Secretary of 
the association’s Taiz branch.

Mr. Al-Muhammadi gave a welcome 
speech in which he mentioned the 
achievements of the association’s Taiz 
branch in successfully accomplishing 
several welfare projects since the asso­
ciation was established in 1993.

Twenty projects have been imple­
mented by the association in educa­
tion, health, emergency aid, develop­
ment, and social prosperity in the gov­
ernorate.

According to Mr. Al-Muhammadi, 
more than 55,000 citizens benefited 
from the activities and projects of the 
association. “The number of orphans 
that are taken care of by the association 
has also reached 2,800 orphan chil­
dren.” he said.

The festival was attended by hun­
dreds of Yemenis coming from the 
governorate of Taiz and from the 
whole country. Among the guests of 
the festival was Member of the 
Parliament Abdulrahman Qahtan.

The association also received a large 
number of applications of those who 
wish to volunteer in support of the 
association’s activities.

Readers’ 
Voice

This week’s 
question:

Has Yemen 
become a safer 
place since the 
government started 
its war on terror?
• Yes definitely,
• The conditions 

remain the same
• Things have gone 

worse

LAST WEEK’S
question:

Do you think that George 
W Bush’s appeal to the 
United Nations to be 
involved in Iraq is 
convincing?
• No, on the contrary it 

made me feel that the 
UN shouldn't be 
involved. 45%

• Yes, it truly is, and I 
believe UN should give 
support. 35%

• It didn’t do a lot to 
change the opinion of 
the skeptical. 20%

Go to our website at: 
yementimes.eom/#poll 

and have your 
voice heard
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Indian embassy celebrates ITEC Day

By Mohammed BIN SALLAM 
Yemen Times STAFF

The Indian embassy on Monday gave 
a reception party at Taj Saba Hotel on 
celebration of ITEC Day attended by a 
host of officials, diplomats and journal­
ists.

In his address Mr. P.0 Bagagi. the 
Indian Charge d'Affaires said “The 
Indian Technical & Economic 
Cooperation (ITEC) Program is borne 
out of India's commitment to South- 
South cooperation. ITEC as well as 
SCAAP (Special Commonwealth 
African Assistance Program, meant for 
African countries) are the instruments 
through which India enhances, on a 
bilateral basis, technical and economic 
cooperation with other developing 
countries around the world. Both the 
ITEC and SCAAP programs are fully 
funded by the government of India 
experts on a grant basis. The ITEC pro­
gram covers areas such as deputation of 
India experts abroad, pilot projects, fea­
sibility studies, consultancy services 
and short-term training courses for for­
eign trainees in various Indian institu­
tions to enhance their professional 
skills. At present, more than 141 coun­
tries across the world (including 
Russia) are covered by the ITEC and 
SCAAP programs.”

About the ITEC relation with Yemen, 
he said “The history of collaboration 
with Yemen under the ITEC program is 

very old. Yemeni nationals have been 
receiving training under ITEC in the 
following major fields: computer, oil 
flow measurement, income generation 
activities for rural women, audit, rural 
development, computer hardware/soft- 
ware. food processing, fertilizer quality 
control, etc.”

He said further “ITEC scheme is one 
of the programs of cooperation in the 
field of human resources development. 
Regrettably, during the year 2001-2002 
and 2002-2003. these ITEC slots were 
not fully utilized and during the current 
year. Yemeni requests for such courses 
are not overwhelming-which may gain 
lead to under-utilization of earmarked 
slots. It is worth mentioning here that 
during the years 2001 and 2002, India 
was a No. 1 important Yemeni product 
and India was one of the largest exports 
of goods to Yemen. We have done 
analysis of about 200 items, in 4 6 items 
India was the first and largest exporter 
of goods to Yemen and in 73 items India 
was second or third largest exporter of 
goods and in 81 remaining items, India 
was fourth or plus exporter of goods. 
Total bilateral trade between India and 
Yemen during the year 2002 was to the 
tune of 780 million dollars.”

He concluded saying “I have great 
pleasure to inform you all, that the 5th 
Session of the India-Yemen Joint 
Committee Meeting and Indo-Yemen 
Joint Business Council meetings are 
scheduled to be held in Sana'a during

the last week of the year 2003. India 
might organize “India Enterprise 
Show” in Sana’a and possibly in Aden

also during that period. Two delegations 
may further cement the bonds between 
India and Yemen”

From Left: Mr. O.P. Bajaj; Charge d'Affaires of India, Mr. Abdullah Ali Jubari; 
Deputy Minister of Technical Education and Vocational Training, Mr. Omar bin 
Abdul Aziz; Director General for bilateral cooperation with states of Asia and 
Australia in the Ministry of Planning; Mr. Fadl Abbas Al-Wazir

(L-R) Mohammed bin Sallam, Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Dhabali, Dr. Esam Al-Mahbashi

Double & single tennis title holders announced
Sana'a, Sept. 27_ Under the spon­

sorship of the Ministry of Youth & 
Sports, the First Championship for the 
Ground Tennis concluded its sport 
activities on September 25 at the Police 
Officers Club Courts in Sana'a.

The championship started on 
September 17 has coincided with the 
Yemeni anniversaries of September 
and October Revolutions,

Around 28 tennis players took part 
in the tennis championship.

The tennis single final match was

represented by two tennis professional 
players, Mr. Waleed al-Fusail and 
Nabeel Mezwad.

Al-Fusail is the champion of match 
against his contest. 6/4, 2/6. 6/4.

While the double tennis winners are 
Abdulmalik Suraih and Shareef 
Abdulaziz.

Follow ing the match, the double and 
single winners received their prizes, 
which include golden and silver cups 
and medals.

During the match, a very strong and

competitive match was shown by the 
players who are full of energy and 
enthusiasm that could captured the 
minds of viewers.

The championship was organized by 
the Yemen Tennis Federation and sup­
ported by the Hael Saeed Ana'am 
Group of Companies, (Natco), the 
Arab Bank, the International Bank of 
Yemen and supervised by the 
Competition Committee which 
includes, Ahmed Assadeq, Lutf 
Athurrah, Abdulkareem al-Marwani.

Abdulmaleq al-Haimi and Waleed al- 
Fusail.

The closing ceremony was attended 
by Brigadier General, Dr. Rashad al- 
Alimi, the Interior Minster and the 
Chairman of General Federation For 
Ground Tennis, Dr. Abdullah 
Abdulwali Nasher, a member of the 
Shura Council, the Omani Ambassador 
to Yemen, Mr. Ali Abdullah Ali 
Arredha, Brigadier Mohammed 
Assermi, Mr. Abdulhameed Assaeedi, 
the General Director of Clubs and 
Federations at the Ministry of Youths 
and Sport, athletes, media representa­
tives and a host of others.

Mr. Waleed, Single Tennis Winner

Continued from page 1

Ruthless 
murder

As for the person who has employed 
him to collect taxes from peddlers. “The 
cleanliness and improvement fund has 
to be held accountable for making con­
tract with him," he remarked.

Locals at the area have expressed 
their resentment of the incident, 
because innocent people were killed. 
This has reminded them of the tyranni­
cal and unjust rule of Imam and the col­
onizers.

This crime has created a sense of 
resentment and anger among the resi­
dents in Annashama district. They have 
expressed surprise at appointing people 
in an illegal way.

"A large amount of money used to be 
collected everyday and the local council

Calls rise to stop 
using extremists 

against politicians
It also pointed out that the issuance of 
the verdict would help terrorists to 
continue their terrorist attacks against 
politicians, intellectuals, writers and 
opinion makers. It urged all human 
rights activists all over the world to 
exercise pressure on the Yemeni 
authorities to return the case to the 
prosecution for comprehensive 
investigations in the presence of 
political parties and family of Jarallah 

receives YR. 10,000," locals said.
Other incidents in Taiz City had 

occurred during the last few weeks. 
Among those incidents committed by 
municipality policemen are the chasing 
peddlers.

Two people were killed but the secu­
rity body kept silent.

Those peddlers have no doubt fallen 
prey to the rapacious municipality 
employees who usually rob them of their 
little earnings. These afflicted individu­
als are the hapless victims of destiny. 
They could do nothing but to take up 
this activity, especially in such 
deplorable economic conditions they 
have no control over.

To make things worse, those sup­
posed to help them are the very ones 
who suppress them.

The municipality body represented by 
its institutions should have planned out 
policies to relieve their suffering and

Omar.
Dr. Abdulkuddus al-Midhwahi, 

member of the NA, said in a press 
conference Saturday that there is a 
strong coalition between the authori­
ties and terrorist and extremist groups 
and that the authority handles all the 
game. On his part, Mohammed 
Kahtan of the Islah party, called the 
Yemeni authorities to stop using 
extremist militants against any of the 
political forces, urging all community 
to work to dry up the springs of vio­
lence and extremism. He said in a 
response to a question by Yemen 
Times that Islah leadership decided 
that if any of its members is involved 
in the assassination would be present­

improve their conditions not to do the 
otherwise.

Consequently, the number of those 
resorting to the streets adopting this 
activity has increased tremendously.

It is not an exaggeration that those in 
charge are able to help relieve these 
people suffering and protect them 
against these greedy employees who 
are deprived of any sense of humanity. 
For besides the fines arbitrarily 
imposed on them, they have to appease 
and bribe these employees every now 
and then.

The difficulties to find other job oppor­
tunities have made these people cling 
fast to this activity, as it is the only way 
to earn livelihood.

Many others are from different vil­
lages that are crushed by poverty. 
Under such conditions those peddlers 
tend to do any kind of job that makes 
them more vulnerable to abuse.

ed to court and should be held 
accountable for his personal acts.

The member of the NA said that the 
judiciary is not independent and is all 
the time influenced by the authorities. 
He cited an example of the corruption 
of the judiciary that the NA has not yet 
received the court verdict officially 
because they have to pay YR 5,000 
for the writer of the court.

The NA said that there is a great 
support from Arab and international 
human rights and political organiza­
tions to the demands of the NA. 
Among these organizations is the 
Human Rights Watch which already 
demanded the Yemeni government to 
re-investigate into the assassination.
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Robert Hindle to YT:

“It is important for Yemen to tackle the 
whole broad area of governance”

Mohammed al-Qadhi 
Yemen Times Staff

T
he World Bank Country 
Manager. Robert E. 
Hindle, said the WB and 
IMF have been happy 
with the economic and 
administrative reform 

package implemented by the govern­
ment of Yemen since 1995 with the 
help of the WB and the International 
Monetary Fund. Since donors granted 
Yemen over S2 billion in the last meet­
ing in Paris the performance of the gov­
ernment has been satisfactory. "We are 
satisfied with what has been done by 
the government but there is a lot to do. 
We can say that Yemen is on track but 
we. the WB. and the donors as a group, 
also want to continue to press the gov­
ernment to take more specific decisions 
like improving what we call gover­
nance. openness, consistency in deci­
sion. We want the government to focus 
on the education system with visibility; 
we would like to see the government 
moves much more aggressively to pri­
vatize instant firms. We think it is 
important for the government to do is 
to move from what is satisfactory per­
formance to high quality perform­
ance,” he elaborated.

Corruption tracks down develop­
ment

He described corruption in Yemen as 
a serious and pervasive problem hin­
dering living standards of the people. 
"It is difficult for me to assess whether 
corruption is going up or down. I can 
tell as an outsider we certainly know 
that Yemen’s reputation for corruption 
is a serious problem.” he pointed out 
clearly, adding, "so there is no way that 
Yemen will improve the lives of people 
without taking action to reduce corrup­
tion. It needs to move more aggressive­
ly to reduce corruption.” he said. He 
said that the WB experience around the 
world demonstrates that successful 
governments must eliminate corruption 
and that "it is important for Yemen to 
tackle the whole broad area of gover­
nance because corruption is not just 
whether or not people are taking 
money, it is making sure that newspa­
pers are able to report what is happen­
ing. making sure that the government 
publishes information about the budg­
ets; it is ensuring that the people of 
Yemen have information about what is 
going on.” Therefore, he emphasized 
the vitality of the role of media in the 
economic growth.

Mr. Hindle said also that he heard 
many stories about the corruption of 
the judiciary system as the WB is not 
involved in it directly. However, he 
showed great interest in helping the 
government in this important sector if it 
asks for that.

Government handles easy decisions
He said that the government is doing 

excellent with easy decisions like 
budget, exchange rate, inflation. But 
the people at the top can not take deci­
sions when it comes to the most diffi­
cult things like delivering of services to 
people, teachers in schools..etc. Hindle 
cited an example saying that a Yemeni 
friend of him told him how difficult it 
is to get a drive license. He said lower 
down these easy decisions all the 
implementations of those things are 
"thwarted by the way the civil service 
frankly functions.” Hindle demanded 
that the conception of Yemenis of the 
purpose of civil service should change, 
something which he believes is one of 
the great challenges for the country, 
pointing out that "there is not yet in 
Yemen the sense that the purpose of the 
civil service is to deliver services and 
help people; Most Yemenis think sim­
ply of the civil service an income sup­
plement, it provides basic but low level 
of income.” The government, accord­
ing to Hindle, has a problem now 
because if it starts cutting the size of 
the civil service, the private sector is 
not able to provide jobs and the last 
thing the government wants to do, 
which the WB does not recommend, is 
to throw people out of the government 
into the streets and make them even 
poorer, according to Hindle. Therefore, 
he again stressed on the absolute vitali­
ty of improving the environment for the 
private sector to invest money in 
Yemen instead of going abroad. 
However. Hindle believes that there 
has been something laudable being

done in the civil service recently. 
"I have to say throughout the 
past three months, in fact, a num­
ber of decisions have been taken 
to move ahead on civil service 
reform. We have a sense that the 
government is paying a lot of 
attention to it.” he said.

Improving governance
The WB. Hindle said, is work­

ing to help Yemen improve the 
level of governance at large, and 
accordingly reducing corruption. 
"We are constantly talking to the 
ministers we deal with about how 
important it is to improve the 
overall governance. We are then 
providing specific assistance to 
improve what we call the trans­
parency of the budget so that the 
people of Yemen will know how 
much money comes to the gov­
ernment and where does it go. 
We are working with the ministry 
of civil service and insurance to 
try to improve the delivery of 
services.” he said. However, he 
admitted that the last point is dif­
ficult because it involves raising 
salaries, retraining civil servants. 
The WB is also working with the 
High Tender Board to improve 
biding regulation and "make sure 
that the way government con­
tracts are given is done honestly, 
competitively and fairly.” It also 
has special effort along with the 
IMF to try to improve the cus­
toms service.

Worries about the future
Hindle said that the WB has 

worries about the future, of 
which is how Yemen will manage 
reduced oil revenues because 
"we foresee much lower rev­
enues from oil and that is going 
to have severe impact on the 
economy.” he said. He thinks that 
Yemen as a poor country is fac­
ing real challenges but "it is 
going to become more difficult 
when the oil runs out.” However, 
he also shows optimism that 
these problems can be sorted out 
because, to Hindle, the govern­
ment knows what the problems 
are and that it is not kidding 
itself.

He also showed concern over 
the difficult environment 
required for foreign investors. 
"We see that the private sector in 
Yemen as a future of creating 
jobs absolutely vital. But the pri­
vate sector has real concern about 
questions of how the government 
behaves in terms of the private 
sector and whether or not their 
contracts will be dealt with fair­
ly,” Hindle said. He pointed out 
that Yemeni businessmen are 
investing more money outside of 
Yemen which shows that they do 
not feel secure in terms of keep­
ing their money here and that 
they will have a better return for 
their money in Malaysia or Dubai 
or anywhere else. "The govern­
ment is ware that it needs to do 
things to change this perception 
of Yemenis. And only after 
Yemenis start bringing back their 
money will significant invest­
ments come from foreigners,” he 
explained. Mr. Hindle who is 
working for the WB since 1973, 
said that one of the major steps 
the government should undertake 
is to eliminate Yemen’s reputa­
tion for corruption and strengthen 
the judiciary system as well as

reform the civil service. Business peo­
ple should come to the point that when 
they go to get a business license, they 
are not going to pay something extra; 
or when they go to collect their goods 
at the customs, according to Hindle.

Prioritizing education and health 
care

When I asked him about how to 
relieve the hard impact of the imple­
mentation of the reform package on the 
living standards of the people, he said 
that there are two ways for that. First, is 
the education as "it is absolutely clear 
that all Yemeni children need to get 
certainly the primary education,” he 
said, adding, that little girls in rural 
areas do not have access to school. 
"That is something we think is a high 
priority.” he pointed out. The second 
element is improving the health care.

"This is something I think the govern­
ment understands that delivering good 
quality health care to people through­
out the country is an enormous chal­
lenge and that plan to educate young 
girls are important,” Hindle said. 
Yemen should also reduce population 
growth. "The economic performance 
is quite solid but the population growth 
is high. The government needs to main­
tain its economic growth rate but at the 
same time is to try to reduce the popu­
lation growth rate which we think 
depends on two things: educating peo­
ple and improving health care,” Hindle 
said.

Security situation
The WB country manager who also 

worked for the WB in Washington and 
Egypt stressed that Yemen needs to 
improve its security situation as it is a

country that could attract a number of 
tourists who, to Hindle, do not come to 
Yemen because of its reputation. "I do 
not see this as a tribal issue but some­
thing wherein the government is still in 
the process of establishing its control.” 
he said, highlighting the remarkable 
improvement in the overall security sit­
uation over the past two years clearly 
viewed in the stop of kidnapping of for­
eigners. He added that the government 
has been managing to control the secu­
rity situation reasonably and effective­
ly, mainly since the terrorist attack on 
the USS Cole. As a result of terrorism, 
business at the Aden port has declined 
after Limburg terrorist attack by about 
75%. He said that there is a lol of 
unused capacity in the port which is 
viewed as one of the real future ingre­
dients for Yemen.

Robert Hindle
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Limiting military escorts of tourists was one of 
the recommendations of Tourism conference

U
nder the slogan “To retain 
Yemen’s position in interna­
tional tourism”, a two-day 
Second NationalConference on Tourism was 

concluded in Sana’a on Tuesday 
September 16,

Organized by the Ministry of Tourism 
in coordination with tourism agencies and 
hotel service providers, the conference 
aimed at highlighting the challenges and 
obstacles facing the national tourism 
industry, issues related to tourism invest­
ments. administrative measures and gov­
ernment facilities needed to enhance 
tourism in the country. Another objective 
was to enhance Yemen's reputation world­
wide and adopt new means to market for 
tourism in Yemen in an effort to increase 
Yemen’s share in global tourism and to 
also raise awareness of the authorities and 
the public on the importance of tourism.

The two-day conference, which was 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Abdulqadir 
ba Jammal. also included discussions of a 
number of studies and working papers 
concerning tourism in Yemen. The studies 
focused on two topics: the internal prob­
lems facing tourism and means to resolve 
them, and the challenge of marketing and 
raising awareness about tourism potentials 
in Yemen and how to overcome them.

The papers were presented by a number 
of specialists in tourism, who focused on 
the difficulties faced by tourism industry 
as whole and proposed steps to be taken 
by the government and others to improve 
tourism sector at all levels. The tliree main 
problems discussed were the security 
problem, the weak tourism infrastructure 
and environmental issues. The presenters 
said that those three problems have affect­
ed the standard of tourism in the country 
and led to a nose dive in the number of 
tourists coming to Yemen. However, some 
presenters added that regional and interna­
tional crises such as the incidents of 9/11 
and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
also had their toll on the tourism sector.

According to some papers, those diffi­
culties have resulted in severe damage to 
the tourism industry and caused many 
tourism companies to declare bankruptcy 
and close down.

The conferees have agreed that compre­
hensive and specialized studies based on 
accurate statistics and surveys needed to 
be carried out by specialists to underline 
the priorities of the government and pri­
vate sector in reviving the economy.

The conference has come up with a rec­
ommendation stating that the government 
needs to be accountable and responsible in 
this regard by using the expertise and 

knowledge of specialized individuals and 
companies for setting up long and short 
term plans and strategies to have Yemen's 
tourism industry recover from its stagnan­
cy. These plans, participants say, must 
maintain the delicate balance between 
benefits of tourism companies and gains 
by the government. To achieve this, the 
government should work on categorizing 
and specifying tourism potentials and val­
ues of the different parts of the country 
based on each region's tourism prospec­
tive that are classified according to weath­
er. wildlife, terrain, historical sites, etc...

Participants have also come up with a 
conclusion of the need to be strict in pro­
hibiting any activities or projects that may 
affect tourism potentials of any region in 
the country using firm laws and regula­
tions.

Furthermore, the conference also 
assumed that the revival of tourism also 
depends on how the other public and pri­
vate services coordinate with the tourism 
sector. In other words, the other service- 
oriented sectors are complementary to the 
tourism sector as all go hand in hand to 
provide the best services to tourists. "How 
can we promote tourism in the country if 
we cannot guarantee that roads will be 
clean, electricity will be stable, and other 
services are provided adequately?" said 

one of the participants.
Coordination between the different 

public services providers in the country 
should be strong enough to guarantee that 
they all work in harmony to provide the 
best of services to the tourism industry.

The speakers also concentrated on the 
need for the government and the public to 
realize the importance of the tourism sec­
tor as an income generator that many 

countries worldwide depend on in their 
economies. They added that Yemeni 
diplomatic and cultural missions need to 
assist in promoting tourism to Yemen in 
the countries they are accredited. They can 
figure out the best way to achieve this by 
communicating with governmental estab­
lishments and tourism agencies in those 
countries.

The conference came out with recom­

mendations focusing on the need to 
remove all obstacles facing tourism agen­
cies, especially military escorts that usual­
ly cause inconvenience to tourists. 
“Security and stability is a major prerequi­
site. If the government cooperates with us 
to achieve this, we will make our guests 
have peace of mind and enjoy a splendid 
stay in Yemen.” said one of the tourism 
agency operators.

PM Abdulqader Bajammal addressing Second National Conference on Tourism

Media training and qualification
Dr. Abdullah Ali 
al-Zalab
For the Yemen
Times

D
uring the past few years, 
through its advanced tech­
nologies and expanding 
effects, media have proved 
to be of the most signifi­

cant transformation factors in politics, 
economy, intellect, art. and culture. In 
fact, in many situations media have 
moreover become, in addition, the axes 
and engine.

Simultaneously, through experience it 
was proved that media as means and 
message have been transformed, in out­
puts. into a moral value involved poten­
tially in the ethical system, bestowed on 
them a moral power of knowledge that 
directs and guides, on the contrary 
destroying systems of values and re-engi­
neers them in an endless game of power 
struggle, and dispute among international 
axes and allies.

Undoubtedly, the technological 
advancement in communication and 
information handling has contributed 
heavily to the giant leap in the media 
domain worldwide. Due to which, media 
have availed great power in humanity 
change and transformations. But what is 
evident in our Arab world and in our

country particularly, is that this advance­
ment has proceeded the media person­
nel’s professional abilities and ethical 
employment of that power and its direc­
tion to the benefit of mankind and devel­
opment purposes.

The case has become that the concern 
to possess the technology and expertise 
has dominated over the humanitarian 
aspect of this field and the role of the live 
personnel development and human 
dimensions in the media work. A situa­
tion which led to demeaning and extin­
guishing the human touch from the media 
communication process in mass commu­
nication turning it into a solely material­
istic job of marketing a product to an 
excited crowed waiting to fulfill their 
individual desires regardless of their 
being.

This trend has caused a great flaw in 
the Yemeni media address. which 
appears weak and shaky. All which nega­
tively affected the professional perform­
ance of the media messages among a bru­
tal media competition. At the time when 
the Yemeni media have taken a recipient 
role for events, waiting for them to hap­
pen and not creating them or participate 
in creating them, remote from social and 
political conditions, playing on a strange 
rhythm of the Yemeni man's daily life.

And regardless of the various reasons 
and the factors behind this flaw, the inef­
ficacy of qualifying the media mentality 
and the disinterest in training and rehabil­
itating media related institutions (col­
leges, media departments at the universi­
ties and specialized training institutes) 
and their significance or roles is consid­
ered of the main and most important of 
those factors.

What is happening here: is that there is 
a huge gap that divides between the 
demands of the era and the training and 
qualifying that the Yemeni media are 
recipient in all aspects of life, starting 
from the technologies that keep being

updated day by day and ending with the 
variables of everyday life which the indi­
vidual lives in its society framework and 
his mental perceptions of the events tak­
ing place around him.

The major and most urgent concern 
today in this field is not the lack of finan­
cial resources or infrastructure only; it is 
also three basic factors:

1. Our narrow and shortsighted vision, 
as strategy makers, media representatives

and performers.
2. Our understanding of structure of 

the media profession which is a back­
ward understanding lagging behind the 
era which we are living and the advance­
ments in the concepts, roles and mediums 
of this science and its effects.

3. Our unilateral and detailed view 
towards changes taking place in the 
world and in all fields.

Therefore, there is a dire need of hav­

ing training and qualifying institutions 
for media people that accommodate the 
changes and adapt to the continuous 
modernization. Institutions that develop 
infrastructure and knowledge syllabus 
and mechanisms from within. These 
establishments must work on building 
clear future visions and in a strategic 
framework based on study of the present 
situation and analysis of using accurate 
scientific indicators and tested syllabus.

From this stand it is supposed that the 
professional configuration for media in 
technical, knowledge, and information 
dimensions is centered on man, as a 
sender and recipient and on the intellec­
tual and creative minds more than on the 
manual workforce threatened by unem­
ployment if it were not up to the required 
expertise and qualifications fulfilling the 
market demand and up to the challenges.
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Blow for U.S. as UN staff 
quit, Iraqi leader mourned
BAGHDAD (Reuters, Sep 26) - The 

United Nations evacuated staff from 
Baghdad as Iraqis paid their last 
respects on Friday to a leading politi­
cian whose assassination plunged U.S. 
efforts to rebuild the country into fur­
ther turmoil.

The killing of Akila al-Hashemi, 
who died on Thursday five days after 
gunmen fired on her car, and the U.N. 
pullout, following two suicide bomb 
attacks, were setbacks to a U.S. bid to 
get more international help to police 
and rebuild Iraq.

In an effort to forge an international 
consensus. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell laid down a deadline of six 
months for Iraqi leaders working under 
the American occupation to produce a 
new constitution — paving the way for 
elections.

"Six months seems to be a good 
timeline to put out there for the cre­
ation of a constitution, and also to give 
a sense of momentum and purpose to 
the effort of moving toward full 
restoration of authority over Iraq to the 
Iraqi people," he said at a news confer­
ence at the United Nations.

Washington has resisted pressure 
from countries such as France and 
Germany for an early handover of 
power to Iraqis, saying this would just 
worsen the chaos plaguing the country.

In the town of Baquba, a hotbed of 
guerrilla activity northeast of Baghdad, 
a mortar attack on a market killed eight 
Iraqis on Thursday evening, the U.S. 
military said. A spokesman said no 
U.S. troops were wounded.

More than 15 people were injured 
and locals said the death toll would

have been higher if the attack had hap­
pened earlier in the day when the mar­
ket was busier.

“We don't know who was behind 
this crime — maybe people who want 
to destabilize Iraq or people who were 
trying to target the Americans," Khaled 
Youssef said. “But in the end, it was 
Iraqis who were killed.”

80 U.S. dead in attacks
In the northern oil hub of Kirkuk, a 

rocket-propelled grenade attack on a 
U.S. Army vehicle killed one soldier 
and wounded two on Thursday, the 
military said. The attack brought to 80 
the number of U.S. soldiers killed by 
guerrillas since President Bush 
declared major combat over on May 1.

Bush is trying to win agreement for 
a greater U.N. role in Iraq in return for 
more international help in terms of 
troops and cash.

But securing funding has been diffi­
cult. The European Commission said it 
would offer 200 million euros ($230 
million) to help rebuild Iraq up to the 
end of next year, a far cry from the $20 
billion Washington has pledged to 
spend.

Promises from other countries to 
help rebuild Iraq have fallen short of 
expectations, so far totaling only $2 
billion, before a donor conference in 
Madrid next month, a U.S. congres­
sional source said.

The White House on Friday defend­
ed Bush’s $87 billion reconstruction 
proposal for Iraq but did not rule out

getting part of the money in the form of 
loan guarantees.

U. N. pullout
Efforts in New York to agree a wider 

U.N. mandate are in stark contrast to 
events on the ground in Baghdad.

The United Nations ordered a further 
pullout of staff from Iraq on Thursday. 
A U.N. spokeswoman in Baghdad said 
about a third of the 42 international 
staff in the capital would leave over the 
next few days.

A suicide car bomber blew himself 
up near the U.N. compound on 
Monday, also killing a security guard, a 
month after a truck bomb attack on the 
building killed 22 people including 
mission chief Sergio Vieira de Mello.

“There have been two attacks and 
we cannot go on like this,” Veronique 
Taveau said. “But the U.N. is not 
pulling out of Iraq. We are committed 
to the work we are doing here.”

She said the evacuation would not 
affect the day-to-day running of U.N. 
humanitarian programs.

U.N. sources said Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan's security aides had advo­
cated a total withdrawal but Powell 
expressed concern about the impact 
such a move would have on Iraq. The 
outcome was a compromise.

“I’ve worked from Somalia to 
Rwanda to Bosnia to Timor and I've 
never seen anything like this,” a U.N. 
security official in Baghdad said. 
“We’ve never had anyone actually tar­
get us like this before.”

Iraqis look into a commuter bus which was damaged in a bomb in Baghdad 
September 24. U.S. troops struggled with yet more bomb attacks in Baghdad 
Wednesday, hours after President George W. Bush appealed for help to 
rebuild Iraq. A roadside bomb apparently aimed at U.S. troops tore through 
two commuter buses in the capital, killing an Iraqi and wounding about 20. 
Photo by Aladin Abdel. Reuters

Akila al-Hashemi, a member of the 
U.S.-appointed Governing Council of 
Iraq, died from wounds she sus­
tained in an attack on September 20, 
2003, the head of the country’s U.S.- 
led administration said September 
25. Reuters

Mideast ‘quartet’ says 
Palestinians must act

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters, Sep 
27) - Major powers steering Middle 
East diplomacy on Friday put the onus 
on Palestinians to open the way to fresh 
peace talks with Israel by cracking 
down on militants and forming a strong 
new government able and willing to 
stop attacks on Israelis.

Meeting against a backdrop of deep 
pessimism over the deteriorating 
Middle East conflict, the United States, 
Russia, the European Union and the 
United Nations recognized Israel’s right 
to self-defense, but balanced that with 
calls for an end to settlement activity, 
criticism of an Israeli security fence and 
an appeal that Israel minimize civilian 
casualties.

Their common position was almost 
indistinguishable from that of the 
United States, Israel’s main ally and the 
only party with strong influence over 
the Israeli government.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan added 
a note of dissent, however, saying the 
time had come for “bold steps.”

“It seems to me that bold steps, in 
keeping with the road map (peace plan), 
are now necessary to salvage peace. 
Small steps have not worked. They are 
unlikely to work in the future,” Annan 
said at a news conference with 
Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
and two senior representatives of the 
European Union.

Annan did not say what those bold 
steps might be but in the past has pro­
posed deploying multinational troops in 
the region, an idea strongly opposed by 
Israel and the United States.

One participant, who asked not to be 
identified, said the bold steps could be 
key elements selected from the peace 
plan and promoted as a quick way to 
restore confidence.

Annan’s remarks indicated frustra­
tion with the incremental approach 
adopted in the Middle East peace plan 
known as the road map. which the

mediators released in April.

Bogged down!
The plan lays out steps the two sides 

should take along the way to setting up 
a Palestinian state by 2005.

But it has bogged down over Israeli 
demands that the Palestinian Authority 
crack down on militants and Palestinian 
suspicions that Israel would give noth­
ing in return, even if the authority dis­
mantles militant groups like Hamas.

In the meantime, violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians, and Israeli 
threats to expel or kill Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, have made it 
harder to resume talks.

The four parties, known as the 
Middle East quartet, met for conven­
ience on the sidelines of the annual ses­
sion of the U.N. General Assembly but 
diplomats said little would happen until 
violence subsides and a new Palestinian 
government is formed.

The European Union saw the state­
ment as a way to keep the United States 
engaged in Middle East diplomacy.

“There was frustration and gloom but 
not despair,” a European Union diplo­
mat said. “We achieved our minimum.”

A quartet statement said: "They (the

quartet members) call on the 
Palestinians to take immediate and 
decisive steps against individuals and 
groups planning violent attacks.

“The Palestinian Authority must be 
consolidated under the clear control of 
an empowered Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister and must be the sole 
armed authority in the West Bank and 
Gaza.”

Palestinian Foreign Minister Nabil 
Shaath told reporters after a meeting 
with Powell later that the Palestinians 
would form a government early next 
week. Arafat has picked Ahmed Qurie 
to be the new prime minister.

The quartet did not mention the two 
controversies over Arafat: the U.S. 
campaign to isolate him, which is 
opposed by the Europeans, or Israel’s 
threats to expel him, which is opposed 
by all of the quartet members.

But it did include relatively strong 
language on the security wall, or fence, 
that Israel is building through the West 
Bank to keep out Palestinian bombers.

The quartet members complained 
that the fence takes up Palestinian land, 
restricts the movement of people and 
goods, and undermines Palestinian trust 
in the peace plan.

Mideast Quartet members (L-R), Javier Solana of the European Union, 
Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, Secretary of State Colin Powell and 
Franco Frattini of the European Union, listen to United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan (C) after discussing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at the 
United Nations General Assembly on September 26, 2003. Photo by Chip.

Reuters

U.N. nuclear inspectors 
delay trip as Iran prepares

VIENNA (Reuters, Sep 26) - U.N. 
nuclear inspectors on Friday delayed a 
trip to Iran after Tehran requested more 
time to prepare ahead of an October 31 
deadline to prove it has no secret atom­
ic weapons program.

The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) said a team of inspec­
tors who had been set to fly to Iran on 
Sunday would now leave sometime 
late next week.

“The Iranian government requested 
the delay to allow them more time to 
prepare for the visit," IAEA spokes­
woman Melissa Fleming told Reuters.

The inspectors were headed to Iran 
as part of stepped up scrutiny by the 
IAEA ahead of an October 31 deadline 
for Tehran to enable the United 
Nations to verify it has no secret atom­
ic weapons program.

After strong lobbying by the United 
States for action, the IAEA governing 
board on September 12 set the dead­
line and called on Tehran to suspend 
all uranium-enrichment activities.

Washington, which branded Iran a 
member of an “axis of evil" with North 
Korea and pre-war Iraq, believes Iran's 
enrichment plants may be used to puri­
fy uranium for use in a nuclear bomb.

Iran denies the allegation and insists 
its nuclear ambitions are limited to 
generating electricity.

Reuters reported this week that 
IAEA inspectors had found traces of 
weapons-grade enriched uranium at a 
second site in Iran, and President Bush 
warned Tehran it faced global condem-

nation.
One diplomat told Reuters the dis­

covery could support Tehran’s expla­
nation that the discovery of highly 
enriched uranium at a previous site in 
Iran was due to contamination from 
imported components.

But several other diplomats said it 
could support the U.S. theory that Iran 
has been secretly purifying uranium 
for use in a nuclear explosive device.

A senior Iranian cleric on Friday dis­
missed the accusations. “The claim of 
foreign powers that Iran is trying to 
develop atomic arms is our enemies’ 
pretext for putting more pressure on 
us,” Ayatollah Mohammad Emami 
Kashani told worshippers in Tehran in 
a sermon broadcast live on state radio.

He added that the United States 
could not “tolerate our scientific 
power.”

Iranian member of the Expediency council Ayatollah Mohammad Emami 
Kashani speaks at the Tehran Friday prayers September 26. U.N. nuclear 
inspectors have delayed a trip to Iran after Tehran requested more time to 
prepare ahead of an October 31 deadline to prove it has no secret atomic 
weapons program. Photo by Morteza. Reuters

Another 15,000 U.S. troops 
told to prepare for Iraq

Two North Carolina Army National Guard soldiers, with the 30th Infantry Brigade, undergo training for a possible Iraq 
deployment at the Army’s National Training Center in Fort Irwin, Calif, in July 2003. The U.S. military, faced with reluc­
tance by other nations to send forces to Iraq, on Sept. 26 activated 10,000 Army National Guard troops, with 5,000 
troops coming from the 30th Infantry Brigade and 5,000 from the 39th Infantry Brigade from Arkansas. Photo by Bob 
Haskell/U.S. Army via. Reuters

WASHINGTON (Reuters, Sep 27) - 
The Uniled States on Friday activated 
10,000 National Guard troops for serv­
ice in Iraq and put another 5.000 on alert 
for likely call-up after its appeal for for­
eign military help met no immediate 
response.

The 30th Infantry Brigade from North 
Carolina and the 39th Infantry Brigade 
from Arkansas, each with 5,000 soldiers, 
were ordered to join the active duty 
force on Oct. 1 and Oct. 12 respectively. 
They will undergo about three months of 
training before going to Iraq early next 
year for a full year.

The Army also put the 5,000-strong 
81st National Guard Brigade from 
Washington State on notice for a likely 
call to active duty in Iraq.

The call-up of the part-time solders 
from North Carolina and Arkansas for 
duty in Iraq — where the United States 
already has 130,000 troops — was 
expected because they had earlier been 
alerted for probable duty.

The new alert order for the 
Washington State brigade followed 
statements by top U.S. officers this week 
that more National Guard and Reserve 
troops would likely be needed because 
of reluctance on the part of other coun­

tries to answer President Bush’s call for 
help in stabilizing the country.

Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace, vice 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
the nation's second-ranking officer, said 
on Wednesday that additional call-ups 
would depend on whether other nations 
responded to Bush's appeal for troops 
and on the speed with which Iraqi forces 
could be trained to help shoulder the 
burden.

“I would think that by around the end 
of October, the beginning of November, 
we should be alerting those (U.S.) forces 
that may need to be called up ... to 
relieve or be prepared to relieve if we 
don't have specificity by then on a third 
coalition division,” the general said.

There are currently two other multina­
tional divisions in Iraq headed by Britain 
and Poland. The United States is press­
ing for volunteers to form a third multi­
national division, but so far they have 
not come forward.

Reserve and Guard troops are sup­
porting regular U.S. forces in deploy­
ments to Iraq, Afghanistan and else­
where, which have put a strain on 
America’s armed forces. Some 20,000 
of the "weekend warriors” are in Iraq 
and in nearby states.

Families of some of the part-time 
force members have expressed concern 
about disruptions to their lives. The 
Pentagon has already said National 
Guard and reservists now in Iraq and 
nearby would have to serve there up to a 
full year, as regular troops do.

The two brigades called to active duly 
on Friday will serve for a total of 18 
months, 12 of them in Iraq. They will be 
trained and equipped during a three- 
month period before moving and then 
come home for three months of demobi­
lization.

The Washington State brigade is 
unlikely to be called to active duly until 
November under a new Pentagon plan to 
put more predictability in the lives of 
part-time troops, who work in civilian 
jobs and train on weekends and during 
the summer.

U.S. Army Gen. John Abizaid, head 
of the U.S. Central Command and com­
mander of the U.S. military operation in 
Iraq, said he could not rule out calling up 
additional troops.

“There are many countries out there 
talking about it (contributing troops), 
and we have every hope that that will 
happen,” Pace told reporters earlier in 
the day. “But hope is not a plan.”
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Bomb 
blast on 

bus 
wounds 

13 in 
Pakistan ’s 

karachi
KARACHI (Reuters, Sep 27) - A 

time bomb exploded on board a pas­
senger bus in the restive port city of 
Karachi on Saturday, wounding up to 
13 people, police and doctors said.

“A low intensity time bomb has 
exploded on board a moving passenger 
bus,” Syed Kamal Shah, inspector 
general of Sindh province police, told 
Reuters.

"This kind of terrorism has not been 
witnessed before in the city in recent 
years.”

Doctors said at least 13 people were 
admitted to two state-run hospitals. 
One passenger is in critical condition, 
they added. Shah said 11 people were 
wounded.

“I heard a clock ticking and then 
there was a loud explosion in the front 
side of the bus,” said Babar Saeed, one 
of the victims. "My eyes have only 
reopened in hospital.”

Mohammed Omar, a middle aged 
victim who had been sitting at the back 
of the bus, said smoke filled the vehi­
cle and people screamed for help. “I 
jumped out of the bus...my leg has 
been broken.”

The explosion occurred on the main 
M.A. Jinnah Road, in the heart of the 
city, just three days ahead of the arrival 
in the eastern city of Lahore of the 
South African cricket team, which ini­
tially canceled its visit due to security 
concerns.

It eventually agreed to play after 
Karachi was excluded from the itiner­
ary.

Shah said the explosion destroyed 
the inside of the bus, but did not rip it 
apart.

“We have solved most cases of ter­
rorism in the past. We will solve this 
case as well,” he said.

Karachi has witnessed a series of 
bloody attacks against Western targets, 
religious minorities and government 
officials.

Police have blamed them on Islamic 
militants angered by Pakistan’s sup­
port for Washington’s “war on terror” 
and the ousting of the Taliban in neigh­
boring Afghanistan.

Some of the militants are suspected 
to have links to the al Qaeda network.

But police said this was the first 
time ordinary civilians had been tar­
geted.

The attack came a week after a 
bomb explosion at an office block in 
Karachi’s business heart. Police said 
the September 19 blast was likely 
related to business rivalry. No one was 
hurt.

Sporadic violence still plagues the 
teeming city of 14 million, although in 
recent months it has been mainly 
between rival sectarian groups.

London and world 
protests oppose 
Iraq occupation

LONDON (Reuters, Sep 27) - 
Chanting "Troops out of Iraq and 
Blair out of Number 10,” thousands 
of anti-war protesters took to the 
streets of London on Saturday to 
demonstrate against Britain’s contin­
ued military involvement in Iraq.

Coordinated global protests, from 
Seoul to Spain and San Francisco, 
also called for an end to the U.S.-led 
occupation and Israel’s hold on 
Palestinian territory, but were small 
and only a faint shadow of huge pre­
war peace rallies.

In the first major protest in Britain 
since the war ended in April, demon­
strators — some 20,000, by police 
estimates — vented their anger at the 
invasion and the reasons given for it.

The march added to pressure on 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, whose 
popularity and trust ratings have sunk 
in the aftermath of the Iraq conflict, 
in which Britain was America’s

staunchest ally.
The failure to unearth any weapons 

of mass destruction — the main jus­
tification for war — and the public 
inquiry into the suicide of a govern­
ment expert on Iraq have plunged 
Blair into the worst political crisis of 
his six-year tenure.

"It was all lies,” protester Peter 
Mason, 45, told Reuters. “The mil­
lions who demonstrated before the 
war were right.”

In February, around a million peo­
ple marched through London trying 
to prevent the war in the biggest 
political protest march in British his­
tory.

Organizers of Saturday’s protest, a 
day before Blair’s Labour Party 
holds its annual conference, plan 
more rallies when U.S. President 
George Bush visits Britain in 
November.

London Mayor Ken Livingstone 

told a packed Trafalgar Square the 
way to secure peace in the Middle 
East was to “Get out, get out, get 
out.”

Protesters also took to the streets in 
Spain, whose pro-war government 
gave Bush political though not mili­
tary support, but where hundreds of 
thousands rallied before and during 
the war.

In Seoul, over 2,000 people 
protested in the largest rally against a 
U.S. request for South Korean com­
bat troops for Iraq.

They ranged from elderly women 
to young children. Buddhist monks 
to Catholics and gay rights activists 
to film stars.

In Muslim Turkey, around 5,000 
people demonstrated in Istanbul and 
the capital Ankara against sending 
peacekeepers to neighboring Iraq and 
in support of the Palestinians.

Witnesses said at least one person 

was detained in Istanbul where the 
crowd burned U.S. and Israeli flags.

In France — one of the fiercest 
opponents of the war — police said 
some 3,000 people turned up.

About 2,000 gathered in the Greek 
capital Athens — carrying placards 
such as “Stop imperialist interven­
tion” and "Occupiers out of Iraq” — 
and about 200 in Vienna.

In Berlin, police said only about 
400 people turned up near the 
Reichstag parliament building.

"We shouldn’t help the Americans 
with money for reconstruction when 
they bombed Iraq,” said Carlotta 
Wendt, 14.

Daniel Compart, a 19-year-old 
apprentice at a petrol station, painted 
his hands red to symbolize the blood 
he said was on U.S. hands over Iraq.

“It is important that ordinary peo­
ple still say they are against the war 
even though it is over,” he said.

Anti-war protestors assemble at the start of a mass rally in London last Autumn. REUTERS/Peter Macdiarmid

French 
roll into 
Ivorian 

rebel
HQ after 

bank 
battle

ABIDJAN (Reuters. Sep 27) - 
French troops sealed off a bank in the 
Ivory Coast rebel base of Bouake on 
Saturday after a bloody battle for 
spoils between bands of rebels and 
looters that rebel officials said left at 
least 23 dead.

The fighting came after the rebel 
“New Forces” walked out of a unity 
government this week and pul in doubt 
a peace accord brokered by former 
colonial power France.

Residents in Bouake. 350 km (220 
miles) north of the main city of 
Abidjan, said French armored cars 
rolled into town early on Saturday 
morning and surrounded a branch of 
the West African central bank that was 
the epicenter of the conflict.

French military spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Georges Peillon 
said troops based just outside Bouake 
had sealed off the area around the bank 
and his force was considering sending 
reinforcements.

“They are positioned around the 
bank at present, but we have not ruled 
out that in consultation with the New 
Forces that area might be widened.” 
Peillon told Reuters.

Rebel leaders — who only this week 
called on the French ambassador to 
leave, accusing Paris of siding with 
President Laurent Gbagbo — have 
welcomed French help in restoring 
order around the bank at the heart of 
their headquarters town.

“Everything is very quiet.” rebel 
political leader Guillaume Soro said 
by phone from Bouake. "There are 
around 23 dead — 21 on the robbers’ 
side and we lost two of our own sol­
diers.”

Witnesses said the looters included 
both civilians and rebel fighters. Some 
had died in the crush trying to get into 
the bank and others were shot dead as 
they tried to loot the building, where 
raiders blasted the safe open with 
explosives on Thursday.

OUT OF CONTROL
"The problem is that today you have 

disorganization with a whole series of 
units out of control, with no leadership 
or pay. trying to feed themselves from 
the populations of villages or from 
whatever they find, such as from the 
central bank," French Defense 
Minister Michele Alliot-Marie told 
radio France Inter.

"I think events in Bouake will make 
them (Ivorians) consider the benefits 
of extending the confidence zone.” she 
said, referring to a demilitarized buffer 
zone between rebels and government 
loyalists patrolled by French and West 
African troops.

Shops and market stalls in the sec­
ond city stayed shut on Saturday and 
few vehicles braved the streets save 
for pickup trucks bristling with armed 
rebel fighters, witnesses said.

Bouake is the main base for rebels 
who ignited the civil war in September 
2002 with an attempted coup against 
Gbagbo.

The coup failed but rebels seized the 
north of the country, entrenching tribal 
divisions between the mainly Muslim 
north and the largely Christian and ani- 
mist south held by Gbagbo's forces.

Thousands of people were killed in 
months of fighting before former colo­
nial power France brokered a peace 
deal setting up a power-sharing gov­
ernment of national unity.

Some 4,000 French troops are 
deployed in Ivory Coast to keep the 
warring factions apart and police a 
cease-fire with the help of 1,300 West 
African soldiers.

But after months of delays and dis­
putes, the rebels walked out of the 
government this week, demanding 
Gbagbo’s resignation in a major set­
back for the peace process.

Discipline has deteriorated in the 
ranks of rebel fighters, who have little 
to show for a year-long campaign 
which has shattered Ivory Coast, long 
the economic hub of West Africa and 
the world's biggest cocoa producer.

North Korea calls Rumsfeld 
'Illiterate Psychopath’

SEOUL (Reuters, Sep 27) - North 
Korea described Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld as a dictatorial psy­
chopath and a politically illiterate old 
man for criticizing Pyongyang and 
predicting its system would collapse.

Rumsfeld told U.S. and South 
Korean business leaders on Tuesday 
he had a night-time satellite picture of 
the divided peninsula in his office that 
showed the North almost entirely in 
darkness and the South aglow.

“While the situation in North Korea 
sometimes looks bleak. I’m convinced 
that one day freedom will come to the 
people and light up that oppressed land 
with hope and promise,” he said in a 
speech mostly about the U.S.-South 
Korean military alliance. The response 
from the North’s official KCNA news 
agency was harsh even by its own rich 
rhetorical standards.

“His remarks only go to prove 
that he is just an old man politi­
cally illiterate as he cannot 
measure up the present reality 
when all the countries are pro­
moting peaceful co-existence, 
reconciliation and cooperation 
irrespective of ideologies and 
beliefs,” it said in a long com­
mentary.

“It is not likely at ail that he 
would speak truth as he is 
obsessed with wantonly harass­
ing peace and security in differ­
ent parts of the world and ignit­
ing wars. His outbursts, there­
fore, cannot be construed other­
wise than a desperate shrill cry 
of a psychopath on his death 
bed.”

It said Rumsfeld was cursed 
and hated worldwide.

The North’s criticism echoed 
remarks it made about State 
Department official John Bolton 
in August. It called him "human 
scum” for describing North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-il as 
tyrannical dictator.

KCNA said it was true North 
Korea had what it described as 
temporary economic difficulties 
but blamed the United States 
and said the communist country 
would emerge victorious.

North Korea and the United 
States are at loggerheads over 
Pyongyang's nuclear program. A 
first round of six-way talks with 
China, Japan, Russia and South 
Korea ended inconclusively in 
Beijing last month. Another 
round is unlikely before 
November.

North Korea described U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld as a dictatorial psychopath 
and a politically illiterate old man for criticizing Pyongyang and predicting its system would 
collapse. Reuters
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Yemeni woman political and economic situation - 1962-2003,

From pre-revolution stage 
to post-unity and currently

Prepared by: Mahyoub al-Kamali 
Yemen Times Staff

T
he Yemeni woman before 
the September 1962 and 
October 1963 revolutions 
had suffered greatly from 
being marginalized and 

isolated from all life activities; socially, 
economically, culturally and politically. 
She had been deprived of many if not 
all rights. For instance the woman was 
deprived of education, except for 
daughters of the well-to-do families 
whether in Sana’a or Aden. Teaching 
girls at that time was confined to learn­
ing principles of reading and writing 
and the Koran while the girl in Aden 
managed to get a better amount of pri­
mary school stage education. This situ­
ation continued till the eruption of the 
revolution after which the woman 
began the road of struggle for getting 
her right to education, work and indis­
criminating equality in order to remove 
the injustice imposed on her. although 
the two former constitutions of the two 
parts of Yemen had approved the prin­
ciple of equality between man and 
woman. The permanent constitution in 
the former North Yemen of 1970 stipu­
lated in its articles 22 and 34 that the 
women have equal rights and duties 
and those women rights are guaranteed 
according to the Islamic law. The con­
stitution issued in 1978 in the former 
southern Yemen stipulated in its article 
26 that the state guarantees equal rights 
for men and women in fields of politi­
cal. economic, social and cultural life 
and provides the conditions and cir­
cumstances that enable the woman to 
practice her right.

Despite of those constitutional texts 
the woman role remained limited as a 
result of what the imamate and the col­
onization had left behind them of a 
heavy legacy of ignorance, backward­
ness and poverty that affected the life 
of the Yemeni people for a long time 
and their impact is still seen till today. 
The period of Yemen’s division had 
squandered the country’s wealth and 
exhausted them in areas far from and 
beyond the interests of the homeland 
and the citizen. But the May 22 of 1990 
has represented a historic turning-point 
in the life of the Yemenis and the Arab 
nation as a whole when the Yemen got 
reunited again. Then began the new age 
of democracy, political pluralism and 
the freedom of expression. The united 
Yemen began to implement its develop­
ment plan for improving conditions of 
the citizens, among which was the 
focusing on the woman as considered 
half of the society. In Yemen the 
woman does not practically represent 

half of the society but more than that in 
figure. The number of females in 
Yemen is 8.255.000 million, i.e., 50.1% 
while males are 8.229.000 million, i.e., 
49.9%, according to the latest census.

Woman and education:
Since the united Yemen has consid­

ered development a major goal after 
realization of unity and democracy, 
woman has been given a special atten­
tion and interest because she is an 
essential partner in the development 
process and without her the country 
could not develop and advance. In 
order to be an active partner the woman 
should imperatively be qualified and 
trained and capable. And as education 
is the essence of qualification the edu­
cation law was made compulsory and 
free of charge at the primary stage. 
Statistics demonstrate the rise in num­
ber of females joining primary educa­
tion since the establishment of the 
unity. The figure jumped from 520640 
in 1990 to 806286 in 1995 and the fig­
ure for both females and males joining 
primary education jumped in 2003 to 
around 4 million students. Regarding 
secondary stage education the number 
of female students rose from 17760 in 
1990 to 56952 in 1995 and the number 
of students of both sexes joining both 
primary and secondary stages rose in 
2002 to about 4.5 million. Concerning 
university education female students 
number was 7112 in 1990 to be 15714 
in 1995 and to rise to 41164 in 2003.

Yemeni woman education was not 
confined to mere academic education 
but also technical and vocational edu­
cation including industrial, agricultural, 
trade, health and administrative educa­
tion. The number of girl students of 
higher studies also rose. Nevertheless 
and although the figures explain 
woman's progress in her pursuit for and 
keeping pace with sciences, the propor­
tion of illiteracy among females is still 
higher than rates of her counterparts in 
the Arab world. Those concerned with 
this matter see that the causes can be 
attributed to certain factors:
- social habits and traditions and con­

cepts hindering the movement of 
progress, including the prevention of 
woman fro education,

- economic, social and living circum­
stances that make families to dis­
pense with females education to ben­
efit from them in household work 
and agriculture,

- early marriages,
- the wrong concept harbored by some 

families especially in the countryside 
that would benefit more from educat­
ing males while the female would get 
married and serve benefit to others,

- scarcity in number female teachers in 
the countryside,

- very little or non-existence of 
schools for girls in the countryside.
The high percentage of illiteracy 

among females could not be considered 
the only problem but the other one is 
that many females quit education for 
economic circumstances of families, 
early marriages and the cultural level of 
families.

Woman & work:
The problem of the woman with 

regard to work goes back to old times 
but her work was usually restricted to 
traditional work like agriculture, rais­
ing livestock and handicraft such as 
spinning and weaving. The Yemeni 
woman did not take part in the present 
concept of work but during the fifties in 
Aden during the period of British colo­
nization and in the north after the 
September 26 revolution. After the 
unity females’ contributions to work 
increased and according to the 1988 
census woman workers were 65156 in 
1988, 680936 in 1994 and in 2003 the 
figure jumped to 790678 with the 
increase of job opportunities for 
women. Despite that we can see that 
the proportion is still unbalanced in 
number. The reasons are ascribed to the 
low number of educated women and 
consequently a drop in number of job 
opportunities open for them in addition 
to traditions that still believe that 
woman work indicates poverty of the 
family and that it cannot afford spend­
ing on her besides the responsibilities 
of woman at home and raising children 
that impede her work outside the house. 
A high proportion of women work in 
the countryside and the city at home 
and their work is deemed among 
unpaid jobs. And though women in the 
countryside work in agriculture and 
handicraft but their financial return 
goes to the man.

Among the negative remarks about 
woman work is that she is not allowed 
to assume employment statuses of the 
first and the second place that are con­
sidered as decision-making positions at 
any governmental institutions. A study 
by the National Committee for Woman 
held for discovering the woman status 
in eight ministries it has been ascer­
tained that it was in rare cases to find 
women occupying the position of 
director general owing to the years 
spent in the job, though in practice she 
exercises duties of that employment 
degree. The worst is that it could found 
that some women work under responsi­
bility of a man whose official degree is 
lower than hers and having less profi­
ciency.

Woman & politics:
If the woman in previous eras was 

deprived of simplest rights guaranteed 
for her by religion and then the consti­
tution and laws, her participation in 
politics would be then a kind of imagi­
nation, perhaps the woman herself did 
not imagine that time would come 
when she would go to the polling box 
that would take her to the parliament or 
there would be political pluralism and 
the woman would be part of that plu­
ralism or becomes a member of the 
government. Despite of the coercive 
circumstances the woman, especially 
those who were under the circum­
stances of the British colonization, had 
taken part in resisting colonialism by 
taking part in demonstrations con­
demning the occupation and the 
demand for independence to taking 
arms and fighting.

Following the September and 
October revolutions the woman in the 
former south Yemen was appointed in 
1978 at the people’s council and the 
central committee of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party but her participation in 
the north was late until the foundation 
of the General People’s Congress in 
1982 that included one woman and 

then rose to 6 members in 1993. Till 
1982 there was a dispute in the north 
about nomination of the woman to the 
Shoura Council and then the situation 
settled in that she would be allowed for 
voting but not candidacy. Among the 
changes effected after the unity is he 
political pluralism which led to the dec­
laration of tens of political parties that 
used to work underground and began to 
have headquarters and press expressing 
the visions and orientations of each 
party.

Woman participation- in began 
strongly in the political and partisan 
affiliation and requests offered for par­
ties declaration included names of 
many women. The woman has ascend­
ed the scale of party positions or politi­
cal organisation till they managed to 
attain central committees and general 
secretariat. As for her participation in 
the parliament and local councils as 
voter and candidate he following statis­
tics explain that 41 party member and 
independent women have nominated 
themselves in elections of 1993, but 
only two of them had won for the YSP 
against 229 in order to be 301, the num­
ber of seats of the parliament. In the 
elections of 1997 woman voters were 
501591 and 35 women nominated 
themselves but one candidate woman 
from the GPC won a seat in the parlia­
ment.

In the 2003 parliamentary elections 
the number of woman voters exceeded 
three millions and only 11 women have 
nominated themselves for the parlia­
mentary seats and only one candidate 
from the ruling party has one a seat, in 
an apparent retreat of the woman posi­
tion in the parliament and political par­
ties abandoning of supporting her in the 

political process.
The low proportion of the woman 

nominees compared to the previous 
proportion in the two former parlia­
ments ushers a retreat resulting from 
the civil society’s incapacity in scoring 
progress in favour of women. Although 
the government has announced it 
would offer great concessions for 
woman nominees but it did not do that 
and presented a number of candidates 
much less than expected from the rul­
ing party, was the support for one 
woman candidate in Aden. This low 
proportion in woman nomination for 
parliament reflects the state of irresolu­
tion by a group of political and intel­
lectual and social elements that are still 
hindering the qualitative change in the 
political life and also could be attrib­
uted to failure of civil society organisa­
tions, despite the numerous workshops 
and symposiums for upgrading the 
woman’s social status and facilitation 
of her attaining the parliamentary 
membership.

Woman circles blame the govern­
ment in the first place and the political 
parties and civil society organizations 
in the second place that they have not 
reacted and interacted with the issue of 
the woman and her right to obtaining 
parliament membership.

Despite of that some circles at the 
GPC ruling party say the government 
has compensated the woman in the 
membership at the Shoura Council and 
the cabinet as it previously did. But 
woman circles say he proportion of her 
appointment at the two councils has 
been symbolic and for political propa­
ganda. The government had, during the 
past period, appointed a state minister 
for human rights, three women as assis­

tant undersecretary, six women as advi­
sors at various ministries, one woman 
advisor at the premiership, promotion 
of 95 women to a director general 
degree and appointment of one woman 
as ambassador and then appointing her 
as minister of human rights. 
Nonetheless women circles believe that 
the increased number of women regis­
tered at elections records is a beginning 
of forming a new political awareness 
and that the woman is gaining some 
liberation and dependence on herself 
instead of relying on the political par­
ties.

Dr Raufa Hassan, in charge of 
Planning and Cultural Development 
Establishment thinks that during the 
past 12 years all of the political parties 
have not established internal democrat­
ic behaviour and have overlooked 
women rights although their numbers 
in membership of those parties are 
large.

Political analysts and circles affirm 
that the Yemeni woman is the victim of 
prevalent social and cultural traditions 
that still deal with the woman as main­
ly a housewife even if she were mem­
ber of political parties and organisa­
tions. They think it is too early for the 
woman to get support and assistance to 
reach a parliamentary seat. The issue of 
the woman and the minimal proportion 
of her participation in latest parliamen­
tary elections as candidate has taken a 
large space of discussion that has 
drawn attention to the obstacles that are 
still blocking her nomination to the par­
liament and failure of civil society 
organisations in overcoming them 
despite that the constitutional and legal 
legislation fully grant the Yemeni 
woman her political rights.

Old Sana’a women stick to traditional costume

Despite of 41 years, women still suffer from illiteracy, negligence and injustice, especially in rural areas
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Words of Wisdom

Intellectuals and urban elites are supposed to 
lead society and spearhead the march towards 
modernization. That role, at least as much as 
many countries in the Third World are con­
cerned, is either totally absent or badly defi­
cient.

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951-1999) 

Pounder of Yemen Times

OUR 
OPINION

Thanks Bader 
ben Hirsi, but...

I
n a pleasant and friendly atmosphere, the Yemeni-British 
Friendship Association hosted a film screened at their place 
last week. The film was entitled Yemen and the war on ter­
ror’.

I wasn’t told much about the film’s contents or who did it. But 
I was told that I would 'like it'.

I was so excited about the film and curious about its contents 
and did not want to waste this opportunity.

When the film rolled. I noticed how professional it was. I felt 
that the director of the film, Bader ben Hirsi, needed to be 
appreciated and encouraged for his job. This is not his first pro­
duction, and certainly will not be the last. When I entered the 
neatly decorated headquarters of the friendship association, I 
realized that so many invitees attended. Most of them were 
diplomats, foreigners and Yemeni intellects known to have 
good relations with the diplomatic community in Yemen.

The film, which lasted for more than half an hour, was shot 
in Yemen. It was shot in a number of regions of the country 
including regions as far as Tareem in Hadhramout.

In the discussion session that followed the film, a number of 
comments were given. Most of the comments had praised the 
film for the professional and high quality of its production.

However, out of my love and care for the country and in order 
to ensure that such hard work would be reflecting the truth and 
accurate facts as it is considered an important documentary 
about a very sensitive issue (terror), I raised my hand to give a 
comment.

Even though I felt that the film was quite professional and 
high quality in production, it lacked something vital for credibili­
ty, and that is balance and impartiality.

In journalistic terms, if you are carrying out a documentary 
report about a certain issue, you need to investigate the issue 
in all angles and interview the representatives of major blocs in 
the country. I believe that the film unfortunately focused on the 
pro-government opinion on the war on terror, and many of 
those who viewed it agreed with me. It gave an incomplete pic­
ture of the situation lived in Yemen. It did not disclose the oppo­
sition's opinion. It did not interview intellects, opinion-makers, 
and independent figures working honestly and faithfully to have 
their country's issues tackled and resolved.

The film, which interviewed Yemen's foreign Minister Dr. 
Abubakr Al-Qirbi, Presidential advisor and former Prime 
Minister Dr. Abdulkareem Al-lryani, failed to bring a counter­
opinion which would create some sort of balance.

I believe that such efforts are indeed very helpful in present­
ing the facts about the war on terror. But isn’t the fact that the 
war on terror in Yemen has caused so many human rights vio­
lations -look at last week’s front page story. Isn’t it a fact that 
many politicians, intellects and millions of Yemenis oppose the 
way this war has gone in terms of massive arrests of innocent 
people, the imprisonment of citizens without trial, and the extra­
judicial killings that took place in the country. All those were not 
handled independently. The version presented is not, and I 
repeat not a balanced image.

I am not going to the extent of saying that it was false. But 
the film may be misleading, making the world believe that 
Yemenis are in full support of the war on terror in the way it is 
handled today in the country.

That is why it is important to have a second film to follow-up 
the case of the ‘war on terror’ and complete the missing parts 
of the whole picture.

We see that such products are done with the support of 
countries such as the UK. and the USA. etc. However, why 
cannot those countries assist also in bringing more credibility to 
such documentaries in bringing the factor of democracy, which 
is widely popular in those countries so that they could resem­
ble the truth as it is regardless if they would please the govern­
ment or not.

Mr. Ben Hirsi has done an excellent job, but he needs to real­
ize that such professional work needs to reflect the truth in all 
its negative and positive aspects.

That is why I said at the end of my comment, that censorship 
-self censorship in terms of government officials- in such pro­
ductions need to be eliminated so we 
can be truthful to ourselves and to the 
world. The Editor

HOPE forum calls for

An Islamic Cultural Revolution 
to match with the Great
September Revolution

By Professor 
Mohammed.
Y. AL-Sharafi 
Founder of the 
HOPE THEORY FORUM

O
n the eve of the 41st 
anniversary of the 
September revolution we 
declare and call upon 
every wise man and wise 

woman to declare with us that the 
September Yemeni revolution should be 
crowned an Islamic cultural revolution.

That is a major necessity for our pres­
ent epoch. It is an essential need for 
Yemen. Arabs, Muslims and all mankind 
in our 21st century. We believe that it is 
going to be an elixir for terminating all 
forms of social, political and economic 
corruption. As well it gives the Yemeni 
revolution its real objective meanings 
and a leading role in the Arab Moslem 
world and internationally.

The presently prevailing concepts 
dominating our Yemeni and the Arab 
Islamic societies are based upon human 
understandings derived by our great 
predecessor Islamic scholars from the 
holy Islamic scriptures.

The holy Islamic scriptures remain 
eternal and wild for every time and place 
while these derived human concepts, 
although suitable for their time and 
place, are not. They are nowadays con­
sidered to be invalid, reactionary and 
bygone.

The ideology adopted by the Islamist 
fundamental movements based upon 
that traditional human heritage have led 
to a state of wrong understanding and

behavioral deviations from the righteous 
pathway of Islam. Actually Islam is the 
last holy message of God to Mankind, 
the essence of it is peace and security.

Unfortunately, that deviated under­
standing have spread among many sec­
tors of the Islamic societies, specially 
the youth and have led in turn to disturb­
ing peace and security resulting in lethal 
disastrous consequences and buried the 
whole international community in terror 
and horror.

Nowadays democracy constitutes the 
healthiest conditions of attitudes and 
practices of the social inter-relations.

It allows equal participation of all 
people in every field of human activity, 
regardless of their races, religions, cul­
tures or gender.

The primordial stem mother of all 
form of democracies; political, econom­
ic and social is epistemological democ­
racy. It is defined as: the freedom of 
faith, thinking, expression and behavior. 
Implementing epistemological democra­
cy in our Islamic world today requires 
serious new convictions, courage, con­
tinuous efforts and cooperation between 
enlightened Moslems.

Meanwhile, contemporaneous under­
standing of the three basic Islamic 
sources of legislation: the holy Quran, 
the noble Sunnah of prophet 
Mohammed (peace upon him) and the 
enlightened human mind is required. 
This modern understanding is essential 
for Moslems to face the newly arising 
challenges of modern life styles of the 
21st century.

It is as well very much needed by the 
whole international community suffer­
ing on our green planet which is every­
day becoming a small global village in

place and a short moment of time.
The HOPE forum is leading a modern 

trend of Islamic ideology aimed at reviv­
ing Islamic concepts. HOPE is hoping to 
define and deliver the cosmopolitan 
man, the ideal human being. We suggest 
his/her definition through our human 
optimum psyche (HOPE) modern per­
sonality theory as: that human being 
who lives in a state of equality and truth­
fulness with himself and the existence, 
devoid of delusions, freeing himself 
from tyranny, connected to God. the 
Almighty. Cautious in such a way to be 
in a state of subjective oneness and cog­
nitive positivism to reach the highest 
degree of (internal) harmony and peace 
(radiating externally in the physical, 
psychological and social functions.

The healthy society is composed of 
healthy individuals.

That is a common target of all human 
philosophies, sciences, cultures, reli­
gions and civilizations. It is the conver­
gence point of the three great Abraham 
monotheistic religions.: Judaism. 
Christianity and Islam.

For that we are introducing HOPE 
theory and forum for every man and 
woman as a vital preparatory basis for 
ideal cosmopolitan human being who 
emits peace and love and respects the 
international values of human rights, 
democracy, freedom, justice and cooper­
ative peaceful coexistence.

In HOPE we remain hopeful that our 
Yemeni intellectuals, parties, societies 
and all responsible elites headed by our 
good president Ali Abduallah Saleh to 
join our continuous calls for an Islamic 
cultural revolution to match our great 
achievements, the unity. September and 
October revolutions.

COMMON 
SENSE

By Hassan Al-Haifi

Clinton to the rescue: 
Americans look 
for and maybe 

find relief

I
t is understandable that Mr. William Clinton, former 
President of the United States, who was sandwiched 
between the two Bush administrations, should right­
fully not stand idle while watching the legacy he left 
behind shattered by a bunch of neo-conservative 

iconoclasts, who stood for nothing that Americans truly 
value and who destroyed achievements that brought 
America to the zenith of its power. Needless to say one 
could not forget how the Clinton Administration planted 
much hope and faith that America was going to lead the 
world in the pursuit of peace and the prevalence of com­
mon social welfare over greed and disguised tyranny in the 
form of a Pax Americana, that if allowed to continue would 
lead to the displacement of the US from its true place in the 
international community and to what God knows what 
luminous dangers that such neo-con thinking could give 
rise to.

Enter Wellesley Clark in the US Democratic Presidential 
Primary in the last few legs of the US Democratic Party 
Candidacy Race, to surely show the Clinton successors 
that indeed Mr. Clinton is far from being finished as an 
important shaper of political fortune not only for himself, 
but for others who share his more idealistic perceptions of 
the role that America should play in the world. It is worth 
noting that these ungracious successors sought unjustly to 
downplay and even discredit Mr. Clinton's magnificent 
achievements domestically and internationally. However 
the quick grasp that Mr. Clark has managed to get a hold 
of in the candidacy race surely indicates that the American 
people were ready for a change from the monstrosity of 
calamities brought on by the Bush Administration’ neo 
conservative team of hale mongers and neo-imperialists 
(as the Malaysian Prime Minister aptly suggested). With 
this change being inspired and backed by the legendary 
Mr. Clinton, the American people could only see good 
coming out of it. because simply put, Mr. Clinton’s 
Presidency not only produced good achievements domes­
tically for the United States, but in the international arena 
as well.

This observer and many political analysts in the US and 
the international community could not help but point out 
that the second Bush Administration, even in its earlier 
days was orienting the US into a dangerous course that 
threatens the stability of the world and destroys any hopes 
that indeed the US can be entrusted with world leadership 
towards international harmony and cohesion. One need 
not delve into all the calamities that the Bush 
Administration brought along almost from the start of tak­
ing the helms. But it is significant to take note of the lat­
est United Nations General Assembly session to see the 
poor showing made by the US, as most nations made it 
clear that the present status quo was both unbearable and 
dangerous to the peace world leaders hope to implant in the 
world. It seemed obvious to most that the Bush 
Administration has not matured from its debacles and was 
insistent in pursuing its closed eyes attitude towards not 
only handling domestic affairs, but in dealing with a world 
that is characterized by so much diversity of interests and 
beset by so many problems.

We congratulate the American people in the apparent 
rejection of this dog-cat-dog vision of the world, conveyed 
by the Bush Administration and his neo-conservatives. 
who were approaching neo-fascist dimensions, as per­
ceived by so many observers. Needless to say. this observ­
er and many people overseas, who never lost faith in the 
American people's ability to distinguish evil from right 
and demonic interests from the over-all social and eco­
nomic welfare of the American people and the world at 
large. Moreover, the United States surely had not become 
lacking in people, who had far greater expanse of visions 
than the obvious narrow-minded inclinations aspired to by 
Mr. Bush and his evil team of power exploiters. 
Throughout these past three years, this observer was in 
touch with many Americans, who never let us feel that all 
hope is lost forever in America. The forefathers of that 
great nation were far more clever than to leave the United 
States without any avenues of hope, in case evil manages 
to get the upper hand for a while. There are just too many 
institutional frameworks that stand to challenge any devia­
tions from the visions that these forefathers had for 
America. They came to the forefront before whenever 
America seemed on the wrong direction and it seems that 
they are rising again to put an end to a fruitless period of 
economic and social stagnation and political bankruptcy- 
brought on by some textbook political aspirants, who felt 
that they can run the United States and steer the rest of the 
world in their enclosed offices, with their eyes blind to the 
realities of not only the rest of the world but even their own 
nation.

If anything, the rapid rise that Wellesley Clark has 
shown in his strong drive for the Presidency, though belat­
ed in its inauguration, reveals that Americans were yearn­
ing for a change that really made sense and that spoke 
bravely against the delirious status quo that these neo-con­
servatives were insistent on maintaining, with their public 
be damned attitude, which they mistakenly thought they 
can drag on for another four years. They were wrong, as 
they have been wrong in just about all their pursuits over 
the last three years or so.

About the Salafi sect
Craig Little (Abu Thaar) 
abuthaar @ hotmail.com

I
 have read the article about the 
deportations that took place in 
Yemen and how over 1800 stu­
dents of the Salafi methodology of 
Islam were expelled from the 

country. I think this was a huge mistake 
on the part of the Yemeni authorities and 
this is why.

Anyone even remotely familiar with 
the salafi's know for a fact that they (the 
salafis) are against terrorism and that 
those who support terrorism hate the 
salafis as they (the salafis) are the only 
ones in Islam who can refute the jihadis 
with TRUE. SOUND. KNOWLEDGE 
BASED Islam. You find many. many, 
many Muslims saying Islam is against 
terrorism and its peaceful, etc.. But none 
of them comes with true knowledge in 
Islam which is “Allah says and 
Muhammad says", and not I think and 
this is what the Quraan says according to 
my own interpretation. This is why the 
jihadis try and kill us salafis before ANY­
ONE else. Because we can refute them 
and their methodology with the ease that 
comes with knowing the book and the 
Sunnah and acting upon it. They call us 
Jews they call us Murtads they call us all 
sorts of names but they never attack what 
we say as they know its truth and to 
attack the truth is to attack Al Islam, 
something which they won't do outright 
directly even though their jihadi actions 
lead to an attack upon Islam and its peo­
ple from the kuffar and munafiqeen (dis­
believers and hypocrites).

Now the salafis face attacks from mul­
tiple directions first from the Kuffar who 
fear Islam and especially those who prac­
tice it completely (the salafis). Hence 
their call to hear from the "Moderate" 
Muslims, which is another name for 
someone just like me. This moderate 
Islam is the people who look just like 
them meaning they shave and dress the 
same as the kuffar and the women dont 
wear hijab. They don't pray (at least not 
around them) and they will go out to the 
club and have a beer (but not often) with 
"The boys". Moderate Islam is the Islam 
which doesn't make the kuffar uncom­
fortable. meaning no Islam at all. Or they 
intend the Sufis and they see them as 
nothing but a bunch of dancing and 
drinking weirdoes whose women don't 
dress funny and in an "oppressed" man­
ner.

Then we face attack from the worst of 
our enemies being the jihadis or better 
yet call them what they are, the khawarij 
of our time. They attack us with first 
Islamic knowledge but they make

ta’weel. or twisting the meaning. So to 
meet their needs they twist the religion of 
Allah and conform it to their ideas 
instead of conforming to what the reli­
gion calls to. If you don't do or believe or 
do as they do you are a disbeliever and 
should be killed. So then they turn and 
attack us with weapons after we refute 
them with the knowledge of Islam. These 
are our worst enemy, as they study and 
then they attack us with their hands. 
These are the ones who call to overthrow 
the governments of the Muslims instead 
of helping the officials build a better 
MODERN society based upon Islam. 
Look at what the khawarij did and are 
still doing in Algeria. The Algerian 
khawarij asked the Salafi scholar of the 
time Shk Alalabani about what they 
should do and he said be patient, do not 
go into elections in the government and 
do not revolt (this is the Salafi Islam!!). 
They refused and the results was what?, 
bloodshed. This is the result of leaving 
the Salafi knowledge, bloodshed, oppres­
sion and lewdness.

Last we find the Arab governments 
against us. They close down the schools 
and arrest and suppress us. They deport 
us and harass the scholars. They make 
learning the methodology of Muhaamed 
and the salaf difficult and this is in con­
nection with the attack of the kuffar as 
it's not in the interest of the Arab govern­
ments to attack the salafis as it's the 
salafis that say kuruge (rebelling) against 
the government is forbidden to the 
Muslims. Rather you should be patient 
and call to the religion with patience, but 
taking up weapons and even public 
speech which could incite the people to 
hate and rebel against the government 
should be left off and is forbidden to the 
Muslims due to the evil (once again look 
at Algerian and other places) that comes 
about from this.

Look at the best books on the market 
against terrorism all written and authored 
by salafis. Don't believe me? go to 
www.salafipublications.com 
www.troid.org . www.salafitalk.net . 
www.thewahhabimyth.com 
www.sahab.net (Arabic) and see what all 
of these Salafi web sites say about terror­
ism. We call the people to the proper 
understanding of Allah, the purpose of 
creation (to worship Allah), the pillars of 
Islam and emaan (faith) to the men to 
grow the beard and cut the pants to the 
women to cover and to be strong in 
knowledge of Islam. But the kuffar are 
busy making us seem like terrorists and 
to top it off the Arab governments seem 
to be buying it. This in it of itself is to 
make Islam the same thing as terrorism. 
This is what they aim to do, starling with

those who are the most dangerous, the 
people with knowledge. Why do you 
think they say the pen is mightier than the 
sword? The hope to disarm the people by 
taking away the knowledge which is the 
most dangerous thing they face and fear 
the most,... knowledge. This includes 
knowledge of Islam. The kuffar aren't 
stupid they know what they are doing, 
looks like the Muslim governments 
(except Saudi) don't know what they are 
doing.

It is not smart to close the schools of 
the salafis. Even the jihadis used this as a 
proof for the governments being against 
Islam and hence needing to be over­
thrown even though they rejoiced and 
were happy the schools closed. Through 
this they gained many followers. We 
salafis are the weapon against the terror­
ists. we attack their ideology and destroy 
it. leaving the jihadis two choices, come 
back to the truth or remain upon false­
hood and be destroyed by Allah. Many 
have come back to the truth and aided 
Islam and its people with what they know 
of these khawriji dogs and their ideas and 
plots against Islam and its people. With 
these schools now closed ignorance will 
become wide spread and with that igno­
rance the people will become easy targets 
for the jihadis who are good at argumen­
tation. They know how to convince the 
people they are correct as they are good 
at twisting the meanings of the book and 
the Sunnah. With the salafis this is not 
possible and they know it. they hate us 
for our time spent in knowledge and the 
proper understanding and spreading it to 
the people and warning the people 
against them and their types. They are 
now happy the schools for salafiyah are 
closed their job recruiting people will 
now become easier as they will be seen 
as the only ones teaching Islam and look­
ing like religious people. You hear talk of 
draining the swamp where terrorism 
breeds, that wont happen with a war on 
terrorism, it will happen with knowledge 
of Islam and Yemen has destroyed a bea­
con of light in these times of darkness. 
Instead of these people coming back to 
their lands with knowledge and teaching 
the knowledge ignorance will be allowed 
to spread rapidly, ignorance will lead to 
terrorism. Look at the jihadi argument in 
light of the know ledge of the salafis and 
its clear they are foolish confused people. 
What have you people done?! Why did 
you do it?

The Yemeni government has officially 
helped the terrorist, by closing down the 
places in Yemen where the true call to 
Islam and against terrorism were made. 
Yemen.... a terrorist sponsoring state.
Congratulations!
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Time for Washington to start 
throwing its weight around

Editorial
The Daily Star

S
unday marks the third 
anniversary of the day the 
current intifada broke out in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. It cannot be a happy 

occasion, not with all the grief it has 
produced for two peoples. The cycle of 
violence has taken on a life of its own. 
leaving the peace process in a shambles 
and pushing politics of any form into 
death throes. This is no longer about 
competing claims on contested land or 
even about competing visions. It is 
about two tribes equally determined to 
prevail and equally misguided about 
how to do so. The combatants are too 
blinded by rage to step back of their 
own accord, so they must be separated 
by an outside power. That can only 
mean the United States.

To say the least, the strictly delineat­
ed schedule of the American electoral 
system will make such intervention dif­
ficult. No US president likes to risk 
pressuring the Israeli government 
before going to the polls, a tradition 

with which George W. Bush is undoubt­
edly hesitant to break. Nonetheless, he 
and his advisers must understand that 
the Israeli-Palestinian crisis will not 
remain in stasis as the world awaits the 
resolution of the campaign season in 
America. If it is left alone, more people 
will die and the conditions that lead to 
their deaths will become more 
intractable. What is required, therefore, 
is a show of diplomatic force that leaves 
no room for debate about Washington’s 
desires.

Power politics is a high-stakes game, 
but it is one for which the United States 
is uniquely qualified. No other nation on 
the planet enjoys its combination of eco­
nomic and military might. And although 
the looming election season poses a 
challenge to US diplomacy, the Bush 
administration is hardly an easy target 
for anyone who wants to questions its 
devotion to Israeli security. There is per­
haps no president in US history who has 
been more indulgent of the Jewish state 
and certainly none who have more dra­
matically removed a potential strategic 
threat to Israeli interests.

Settling the Israeli-Palestinian con­

flict before November 2004 might be 
impossible, but a good-faith effort to do 
so could do wonders to limit the damage 
and prepare the ground for a future 
agreement. No progress will be made, 
though, unless and until Washington 
draws itself up to its full stature and 
looms over the principals like the colos­
sus it is. Only American muscle has any 
chance of imposing terms on the two 
parties, but only if America has a presi­
dent willing to use it.

No one needs to remind Bush that his 
father failed to win a second term in the 
White House. But someone needs to 
make sure he knows how deeply his 
people value peace in the Middle East - 
and how much they want America to be 
an equitable broker. The opening is 
there, if only he has the wisdom to rec­
ognize it and the courage to be bold 
again, this time for the right reasons

Bush stonewalling
By George S. Hishmeh 
Jordan Times

N
ever before has the 
United States 
appeared so alone as 
when President
George W. Bush spoke 

at the opening session of the UN 
General Assembly Tuesday night, 
pleading for international support to 
shore up the flagging American occu­
pation of Iraq and its discredited pol­
icy of preemption, an approach initi­
ated by the Israelis in their 1967 war 
against the Arabs.

The United States finds itself in 
this regrettable position mainly 
because Bush has banked on the neo­
conservatives of his administration 
who had championed an ill-consid­
ered foreign policy course that has 
yet to show promise on many inter­
national issues, particularly in the 
Middle East.

Stonewalling. Bush turned a deaf 
ear to the rising chorus of criticism 
against his rationale for acting pre­
emptively in Iraq, most likely 
because of the serious drop in his 
popularity at home after the war in 
Iraq and the downwards trend in the 
US economy.

“There is something deeply iron­
ic," commented Anthony Cordesman 
of the Centre for Strategic Studies 
here, "about going to the United 
Nations to seek military help to deal 
with the aftermath of a war the UN 
asked be delayed, a war the United 
States fought to deal with a threat 
that so far does not seem to have 
existed, and a war in which the 
United States needs military assis­
tance to deal with the aftermath of a 
major 'victory'.”

But the most stinging criticism 
came from UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan who warned that a policy 
of preemption, as was with the 
American-led war, could lead to “a 
proliferation of the unilateral and 
law less use of force”.

The American president received a 
humiliating 20-second applause at 
the conclusion of his remarks, a 
sharp contrast to the praise he won 
last year when he agreed to seek, 
albeit without success, support from 
the Security Council for his military 
action against the regime of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein.

When His Majesty King Abdullah 
visited Washington and Camp David, 
last week. Foreign Minister Marwan 
Muasher told the Washington 
Association of Arab Journalists here 
that the US administration was 
adamant against promising any move 
in the stalled peace process before 
the Palestinians, first and foremost, 
tackle the “security problem", mean­
ing the free hand that Hamas and 
other like-minded Palestinian funda­
mentalist groups seem to have.

"There aren't any new ideas within 
the administration," he said, on the 
next steps or dealing with the fate of 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, 
who has been shunned by the 
Americans and Israelis. The adminis­
tration would not deal with him 
“under any circumstances” and 
would not entertain new ideas about 

circumventing the ageing Palestinian 
leader who has won renewed atten­
tion thanks to Israeli threats.

“If the (Palestinian) security issue 
is treated, the US is ready to acceler­
ate the peace process,” he said.

This unyielding American position 
must have disappointed the 
Jordanians since they offered the 
administration some undisclosed 
ideas on how to deal with this stale­
mate. The Jordanians, echoing the 
views of many Arab governments, 
believe that the ill-defined 
“roadmap” lacked specificity, like 
simultaneous first steps and a 
timetable.

But Muasher advised strongly that 
it would be unwise to talk about “the 
death of the roadmap" — a formula 
advocated by the so-called Quartet, a 
body that represents the United 
States, the United Nations. European 
Union and Russia. He underlined that 
the “roadmap" took several months 
to come to fruition. The Arabs can ill- 
afford to expect a new approach 
since time is of the essence, primari­
ly because Israel is still building 
more settlements and a "separation" 
wall despite mild American nay say­
ing. These pose "a serious threat to 
the creation of a Palestinian state" in 
2005, as envisioned by the roadmap.

If nothing else, the stalemate 
attests to continued weakness of Arab 
governments in standing up to the 
Bush administration. On the other 
hand some realpolitik has been 
injected by no other than President 
Jimmy Carter this week in an op-ed 
article in The Washington Post which 
must cause some serious concern in 
Arab capitals.

The former president wrote: 
“Today, except for the fact that the 
Palestinian issue has become one of 
the foremost causes of international 
terrorism, our strategic interests are 
much less involved in the Israeli- 
Palestinian violence. There seems to 
be no urgency in resolving the rela­
tively localised dispute...

“Confident that our support is 
unshakeable. Israeli leaders eventual­
ly began to assert their independence, 
and real American influence has 
reached its lowed ebb in 50 years. In 
the face of certain rebuffs, why 
would any American president 
become deeply involved in a bal­
anced mediating role?”

Carter, who had just observed the 
25th anniversary of the Camp David 
Accords last week at a celebration in 
Washington, turned the tables on the 
Israelis. He concluded: “No matter 
what leaders the Palestinians might 
choose, how fervent American inter­
est might be or how great the hatred 
and bloodshed might become, there 
remains one basic choice, and only 
the Israelis can make it: Do we want 
permanent peace with all our neigh­
bours. or do we want to retain our 
settlements in the occupied territories 
of the Palestinians?"

He thought it would be America’s 
“worst betrayal of Israel” should it 
support the second choice.

Likewise, it would be Israel’s 
worst betrayal of America should it 
continue to infuriate the Arabs 
against the Jewish state’s supporter.

U.S. Vetoes of UN Resolutions: Critical for Israel 
(1972-2003)

By Richard Melson
hchardemelson@hotmail.com

Vetoes: 1972-1982
Subject Date casting vote Vote

Palestine: Syrian-Lebanese Complaint. 3 power draft resolution 2/10784 9/10/1972 Bush 13-1, 1

Palestine: Examination of Middle East Situation. 8-power draft resolution (S/10974) 7/2/1973 Scali 13-1,0 (China N/A)

Palestine: Egyptian-Lebanese Complaint. 5-power draft power resolution (S/11898) 12/8/1975 Moynihan 13-1, 1

Palestine: Middle East Problem, including Palestinian question. 6-power draft resolution 
(S/11940)

1/26/1976 Moynihan 9-1,3 (China & Libya N/A)

Palestine: Situation in Occupied Arab Territories. 5-power draft resolution (S/12022) 3/25/1976 Scranton 14-1,0

Palestine: Report on Committee on Rights of Palestinian People. 4-power draft resolution 
(S/121119)

6/29/1976 Sherer 10-1,4

Palestine: Palestinian Rights. Tunisian draft resolution. (S/13911) 4/30/1980 McHenry 10-1,4

Palestine: Golan Heights. Jordan draft resolution. (S/14832/Rev. 2) 1/20/1982 Kirkpatrick 9-1,5

Palestine: Situation in Occupied Territories, Jordan draft resolution (S/14943) 4/2/1982 Lichenstein 13-1,1

Palestine: Incident at the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. 4-power draft resolution 4/20/1982 Kirpatrick 14-1, 0

Palestine: Conflict in Lebanon. Spain draft resolution. (S/15185) 6/8/1982 Kirpatrick 14-1,0

Palestine: Conflict in Lebanon. France draft resolution. (S/15255/Rev. 2) 6/26/1982 Lichenstein 14-1

Palestine: Conflict In Lebanon. USSR draft resolution. (S/15347/Rev. 1, as orally amended) 8/6/1982 Lichenstein 11-1,3

Palestine: Situation in Occupied Territories, 20-power draft resolution (S/15895) 8/2/1983 Lichenstein 13-1,1

Security Council Vetoes / Negative Voting (1983-present)

(Britain, Germany and Bulgaria)

Subject
Occupied Arab Territories: Wholesale condemnation of Israeli settlement policies - not adopted

Date
1983

Vote

S. Lebanon: Condemns Israeli action in southern Lebanon. S/16732 9/6/1984 Vetoed: 13-1 (U.S.), 1 abstention (UK)

Occupied Territories (Israel): Deplores "repressive measures" by Israel against Arab population. S/19459. 9/13/1985 Vetoed: 10-1 (U.S.), 4 abstentions (Australia, Denmark, UK, 
France)

Lebanon: Condemns Israeli practices against civilians in southern Lebanon. S/17000. 3/12/1985 Vetoed: 11-1 (U.S.), 3 abstentions (Australia, Denmark, UK)

Occupied Territories: Calls upon Israel to respect Muslim holy places. S/17769/Rev. 1 1/30/1986 Vetoed: 13-1 (US), 1 absten. (Thailand)
Lebanon: Condemns Israeli practices against civilians in southern Lebanon. S/17730/Rev. 2. 1/17/1986 Vetoed: 11-1 (U.S.), with 3 abstentions (Australia, 

Denmark, UK)
Libya/lsrael: Condemns Israeli interception of Libyan plane. S/17796/Rev. 1. 2/6/1986 Vetoed: 10-1 (US), with 4 abstentions (Australia, Denmark, 

France, UK)
Lebanon: Draft strongly deplored repeated Israeli attacks against Lebanese territory and other measures and 
practices against the civilian population; (S/19434)

1/18/1988 Vetoed 13-1 (US), with 1 abstention (UK)

Lebanon: Draft condemned recent invasion by Israeli forces of Southern Lebanon and repeated a call for the 
immediate withdrawal of all Israeli forces from Lebanese territory; (S/19868)

5/10/1988 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Lebanon: Draft strongly deplored the recent Israeli attack against Lebanese territory on 9 December 1988;
(S/20322)

12/14/1988 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Occupied territories: Draft called on Israel to accept de jure applicability of the 4th Geneva Convention; 
(S/19466)

1988 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Occupied territories: Draft urged Israel to abide by the Fourth Geneva Convention, rescind the order to deport 
Palestinian civilians, and condemned policies and practices of Israel that violate the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied territories; (S/19780)

1988 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Occupied territories: Strongly deplored Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories, and strongly 
deplored also Israel's continued disregard of relevant Security Council decisions.

2/17/1989 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Occupied territories: Condemned Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories. 6/9/1989 Vetoed 14-1 (US)
Occupied territories: Deplored Israel's policies and practices in the occupied territories. 11/7/1989 Vetoed 14-1 (US)
Occupied territories: NAM draft resolution to create a commission and send three security council members to 
Rishon Lezion, where an Israeli gunmen shot down seven Palestinian workers.

5/31/1990 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Middle East: Confirms that the expropriation of land by Israel in East Jerusalem is invalid and in violation of rel­
evant Security Council resolutions and provisions of the Fourth Geneva convention; expresses support of 
peace process, including the Declaration of Principles of 9/13/1993

5/17/1995 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Middle East: Calls upon Israeli authorities to refrain from all actions or measures, including settlement activi­
ties.

3/7/1997 Vetoed 14-1 (US)

Middle East: Demands that Israel cease construction of the settlement in east Jerusalem (called Jabal Abu 
Ghneim by the Palestinians and Har Homa by Israel), as well as all the other Israeli settlement activity in the 
occupied territories

3/21/1997 Vetoed 13-1,1 (US)

Call for UN Observers Force in West Bank, Gaza 3/27/2001 Vetoed 9-1 (US), 4 abstentions 
(Britain, France, Ireland and Norway)

Condemned acts of terror, demanded an end to violence and the establishment of a monitoring mechanism to 
bring in observers.

12/15/2001 Vetoed 12-1 (US), 2 absten. (UK, Norway)

Demand that Israel halt threats to expel Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 9/16/03 Vetoed 11-1 (US), 3 abstentions

Source: US Department of State
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The crazy haunt 
public places

Abdulwahab Abdulqawi AL SOFI 
Hodeidah
AASOFI @ HOTMAIL.COM

I
 asked my friends, my society 
and myself. Neither my society 
nor I could answer. It is not my 
case. It is not also my society’s 
case. It is very clear to be 

noticed. I really have an ecstatically 
gush of feelings, but what I will say only 
a waler drop of sea. While I was stand­
ing up hearing the motorcycles’ din in 
the street, he whispered into my ear; 
shall I complain to you sir? Yes “I 
answered". He said my companion has 
beaten me and taken my bed. His bed 
was actually a plate of cigarette cartoon. 
He used to sleep on it in the park. A beg­
gar was near us. He quickly came and 
kissed my hands imploring to get ten 
rials. I moved to the park soon. I chose 
a vacant chair to sit down. Ten minutes 
later, two dirty shabby men came and 
sat beside me. One of them said, 
"Could you possibly buy me a bottle of 
Pepsi?" I refused as the other one wait­
ing for his friend finishing his task to 
start his. I was obliged to move to 
another seat. Five minutes exactly 
passed, a woman with her child stood up 
in front of me and started to rave her 
address of prayers as usual. I interrupted 
her story by giving her fifty rials. He 
seemed to be a crazy man. He gave me 
a glance when I handed her the money. 
He directly hurried up to me and held 
my clothes firmly. My white costume 
converted into dirty as black as his body. 
He entreated for fifty rials.
He did not release my clothes until I 
gave him hundred rials, as I have no 
change. This crazy man went to his 
friends to inform them. Soon, three 
crazy men ran to follow me as I intend­
ed to leave the park. One of them was 
completely naked. Another could follow 
me. Unfortunately, he was smoking. I 
tried to escape from his hand but he 
wrongly burnt my new garment as he 
tried to catch me. Then I gestured to a 
taxi to go back home. Afterwards. I 
realized that wearing new white robe 
with red shawl in the street, park and 
seashores attracts beggars and crazy 
men like magnetism attracting iron. 
This uniform reminds those persons, 
guests coming from neighboring coun­
tries. A week later. I decided to go out­
side the home. I deliberately wore obso­
lete clothes to avoid mad. crazy and 
beggars' demands. It was on the beach. 
I sat on a chair looking at the splendid 

sunset. Sea, for me, is a source of inspi­
ration. While I was meditating the mys­
terious world of the sea, an atrocious 
man with long curled hair wearing 
ragged clothes approached me. He start­
ed abusing the governor. He said that his 
house was plundered. He added that he 
was dismissed of his job. I moved to 
another safer seat, as I could not see any 
one around. Approximately, five min­
utes later two dirty strange men came 
and sal on the next seal. One of them 
was that mad I had seen last week in the 
park. He never stretched his hand this 
time. He did keep calm. He was only lis­
tening to register in his mind. The other 
was criticizing loudly using bad words 
about the livelihood. Then, he stood up 
on a rock and started to curse some of 
our principals. Behind me, I could hear 
a crazy bearded man with mustaches 
and long hair preaching a religious 
address. On the other side. I could lis­
ten to good words. A thin mad was 
describing his beloved as if he was 
addressing her with some love poems. 
Curses, commendation and preaching 
continue together everywhere. No call 
for astonishment, “neighbor said". 
Crazy people are practicing their 
democracy, he added. It was time to 
move to another place where I saw a 
naked person chewing qat. He was lean­
ing against a rock at the sand stretching 
to the sea. A bundle of qat was in front 
of him. His mouth was so full of qat that 
it was overflowing his mouth. He was 
murmuring when he saw me. Perhaps, 
he was abusing me. It doesn’t matter; 
we are abused by wise men. My heart 
twists of pain for these sights. What’s a 
pity that crazy persons and beggars 
appear increasingly in public tourist 
resorts and entertainment places! This 
phenomenon is wide- spread, so that 
many questions jump up to my mind. 
Are these people really crazy? And do 
those beggars deserve help? If the 
answer is yes. where is the ministry of 
social affair? This phenomenon reflects 
a bad reputation to visitors of our coun­
try. Can't our country gather those crazy 
people in psychiatric hospitals? Or. are 
they spread deliberately on the streets 
and public places for something else? I 
wish that our country could collect all 
crazy persons and beggars from streets 
and public places to special buildings, 
otherwise they will infect us with crazi­
ness!!!

First feature film on modern 
Yemeni life to go global

By Yemen Times StafF

T
he film "A New Day in 
Old Sana’a", which is yet 
to be made, is already gen­
erating enormous interest 
worldwide. The movie is 

set to be screened at 86 film festivals 
and numerous universities and art cen­
ters throughout the world, according to 
its maker.

The film aims at depicting modern 
life in the historic city of Old Sana’a 
and the story will unfold in the course 
of one day.

British-Yemeni film director. Bader 
Ben Hirsi, who also directed a few other 
films on Yemen, says that the filming of 
the 90-minute film will commence on 
October 10.

However, the film’s landmark status 
is undeniable. After all, "A New Day” 
will be the first ever feature film to be 
made in Yemen.

The shooting will take six weeks and 
the production will include 68 Yemenis 
in acting roles, as well as in the crew.

The film is scheduled to premiere in 
early 2004, which is the year to signal 
Sana’a as the Arab cultural capital. The 
film producers have hope that the film 
could be shown as early as February of 
next year.

A spokesman from the Yemeni Media 
Center says that the film will be a “true 
and honest" portrayal of Yemen, which 
is “completely different from the nega­
tive image that most of the world has."

"For the most people viewing this 
film, it will be the first time they ever 
see images of Yemen," he said. “The 
results will be a very positive message."

Among the other films on Yemen 
directed by Bader Ben Hirsi is “The 
English Sheikh and the Yemeni 
Gentleman”, which is a film showing 
unique images of Yemen and provides a 
rare insight into the characters of the 
colorful Yemeni people and their rich 
customs.

Under the guiding hand of eccentric 
Englishman Tim Makintosh-Smith. 
who has been living as a Yemeni in the 
ancient city of Sana’a for the past 16 
years. Ben Hirsi travels throughout his 
ancestral homeland. Exquisitely filmed 
by award-winning cinematographer 
Koutaiba Al Janabi, the film chronicles 
their interaction and emerging friend­
ship as they explore the beautiful 
Yemen countryside.

Sana’a Old City

Zoo politics
AbdUlwahab Abdllqawi Al-Sofi 
Hodeidah
AASOFI @ HOTMAIL.COM

Once upon a time, an angry dog kept 
on barking late at night in one of the big 
zoos of the town. The dog might have 
been hungry or thirsty, but it prolonged 
barking for far too long. For some rea­
son, I believe that the dog was practic­
ing its freedom to bark and get it all out. 
The calmness of night made the dog’s 
barking intolerable. This irritated other 
animals in the zoo. Its barking woke up 
almost all other animals, including a 
young male donkey, which brayed loud­
ly inside the stable. Perhaps, the donkey 
wanted to stop the dog’s barking but 
instead, woke up other animals too. 
Many animals were seriously disturbed. 
One of them was an agitator bull. Its 
agitation made him run and hit the don­
key hard with his horns. The ox 
knocked the donkey down instantly.

The news of the donkey's death was 
widely spread out of the zoo. Therefore, 
all donkeys learned about the news 
quickly. They expressed their sorrow by 
half-mast ears. The zeal of donkeys 
grew up quickly. They were assembled 
to attack the bulls. Thus, the battle start­
ed. Donkeys were kicking the bulls, and 
the bulls would knock down more don­
keys. Braying of donkeys continued 

ever since. Dogs continued to bark and 
tigers continued their roaring in their 
cages.

However, because bulls were natural­
ly stronger than donkeys, they were able 
to crush all donkeys and eventually cel­
ebrated their victory with cows and 
calves. The donkeys rendered a memo­
randum to the zookeeper who couldn't 
solve the problem. He, in his turn, sent 
their notes to the United Animals 
Security Council. It is well- known that 
zebras are active members in the 
Security Council. They, of course, advo­
cated the donkeys. However, zebras, 
dogs and tigers were allied. They would 
vote for donkeys against bulls. They 
asserted that the oxen horns carry 
nuclear weapons, so that the Security 
Council decided to cut them off. The 
bleeding caused by cutting their horns, 
caused a lol of damage to the bulls and 
donkeys. Some calves met each other to 
make an initiative in which they would 
advise the bulls to implement all 
Security Council decisions. They said 
that bulls must apologize to all donkeys. 
Unfortunately, all attempts failed to 
convince the donkeys to work on stop­
ping the cutting off of oxen horns.

More resolutions were issued against 
the bulls. This enabled the zebras to 
invade the zoo and all neighboring cow 
farms. Cows would suffer, as they were

apart from their bulls. A resolution stat­
ed that all bulls would be replaced by 
donkeys. They were obliged to live 
peacefully as zebra had the authority to 
control the situation. Cows and calves 

couldn't tolerate this situation. They 
complained, demanding the Animal 
World to cancel sanctions imposed on 
the bulls. This siege causes many prob­
lems. Farmers couldn't cultivate their 

farms without bulls. Milk and its prod­
ucts became very expensive. No one 
can dispense with milk in the world. 
Cows became very sad. That's why 
soon; members of Animal World 
Security Council held a new meeting. 
They decided to form a senior delega­
tion to carry out an elaborate study on 
the cows' crisis. This delegation consist­
ed of different kinds of monkeys. Their 
task was essentially to insure and exam­
ine whether the bulls' horns had any 
mass destruction weapons. When mon­
keys arrived at the zoo, they directly 
nominated dogs to help them. After they 
had checked the horns, they declared 
and decided to continue cutting off their 
hors. This made the calves very angry, 
as they would certainly wait their turn 
sooner or later. Donkeys have been 
threatening them forever. Now, calves, 
bulls, cows which have horns on their 
heads are classified as terrorists. They 
are threatened for ever.

I wonder my readers. Will donkeys, 
dogs and zebras be able to spread secu­
rity and peace in the zoo? And may 
cows and calves come back with digni­
ty and self-esteem? Then, who will free 
the zoo from zebras' domination? Can't 
they establish a unity for at least the 
new generation? It's only all a matter of 
time, before we figure the answer out.

Sort out 
the men
By Naseer Ahmed Alvi 
HYPERLINK
Naseer863@hotmail.com

See over the tricks 
Of power and ally! 
How cooked the books 
For sending the convoy! 
Terrorist liberator of invader! 
Differentiate from the wide boy! 
They are there 
Shedding blood for the joy! 
Change the autocracy 
Into the democracy!
Withdraw the veto power 
For humanity and accuracy 
Voice and time 
live never been kind 
None can change 
Tune and frequency 
The time is ripe 
To reveal the hypocrisy 
Sort out the men 
From the boys!
Geneva Convention 
And UN charter 
Have terrible condition 
In the hospice 
Why the See. Gen keep 
The noble prize 
Power and terror eat 
The peace as slice 
Why put the sanctions 
And the deadline?
To secure and 
Save the life 
Each and every one 
Needs the same device 
Sort out the men 
From the boys!

ML.COM
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1. What to Say
Situations and Expressions (55):
Expressing emotions (XII)

A
 well-made poem is a powerful expression of 
emotion. That is why poetry is as charming 
to our ears as to our hearts. “The poet is a 

man speaking to men: a man, it is true, endowed 
with more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and 

tenderness... a man pleased with his own passions 
and who rejoices more than other men in the spirit of 
life that is in him...” (Wordsworth). Let’s feel as in 
the following extracts the elegance, the felicity, and 
the golden cadence of emotion as felt and expressed 
by some celebrated visionaries.

• I feel the gales that from ye blow
A momentary bliss bestow
As waving fresh their gladsome wing 
My weary soul they seem to soothe 
And. redolent of joy and youth.
To breathe a second spring

- T. Gray: Ode

• I am monarch of all I survey;
My right there is none to dispute;
From the centre all round to the sea 
I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 
O Solitude! Where are the charms 
That sages have seen in thy face? 
Better dwell in the midst of alarms 
Than reign in this horrible place.

Society. Friendship, and Love 
Divinely bestow'd upon man. 
O had I wings of a dove 
How soon would I taste you again!
—W. Cowper: The Solitude of Alexander Selkirk

• All thoughts, all passions, all delights.
Whatever stirs this mortal frame.
Are all but ministers of Love.
And feed his sacred flame.

—S.T. Coleridge: Love

• O lift me from the grass!
I die, I faint, I fail!
Let thy love in kisses rain
On my lips and eyelids pale.

—P. B. Shelley: Lines to an Indian Air

• Thus Nature spoke — The work was done — 
How soon my Lucy’s race was run!
She died, and left to me
This heath, this calm and quiet scene;
The memory of what has been 
And never more will be.

— W. Wordsworth

• A slumber did my spirit seal
I had no human fears:
She seem’ed a thing that could not feel 
The touch of earthly years.

—W. Wordswoth

• How delicious is the winning 
Of a kiss at love’s beginning, 
When two mutual hearts are sighing 
For the knot there’s no untying!

—T. Campbell: Freedom and Love

II. How to Say it Correctly
Correct errors, if any, in the following sentences

1. I bought an English book to read it.
2. Although the question was easy, a few boys were 

able to answer it.
3. His room’s window is open.
4. He was seeing out of his window.
5. He has been ill from last Friday.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. Time is precious, don’t let it go to waste.

2. He talks as if he knew everything.
3. Young men dream of glory and riches.
4. What is the cause of an eclipse?

Note: A ‘Cause’ produces an effect or results. A 
‘reason’ justifies or explains a result.

5. All the streets are full of people. 
Note: We use ‘people’, not men, for referring to 
human beings in general.

III. Increase your Word Power
(A) How to express it in one word
1. Show no fear of nor respect for and resist openly.
2. To worship as a god.
3. A person who is considered guilty of serious 

sexual misbehavior.
4. To remove all water or moisture from.
5. Behavior that is not in accordance with accepted 

social standards.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. To provide for the payment of: defray (vt)
2. To cause to become unfrozen: defrost (vt)
3. Quick, clever and effortlessly skillful: deft (adj)
4. Law which has finished the course of life: 

defunct (adj)
5. To make something less dangerous: defuse (vt)

(B) Words and Phrases of Foreign Origin
Give the sources of origin and meanings of the 
following:
l.mythopoeia 2. natya 3. nemesis
4. neologism 5. nom de plume

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. monograph (Gk. ‘single writing’): An essay or 

a treatise on a particular subject.
2. morpheme (Gk. ‘form’): A minimal meaningful 

linguistic unit, like dis- as a negative prefix.
3. mot (Fr. ‘word’): Example: ’bon mot’ meaning a 

patently witty remark.
4. motto (Lat. ‘muttum’ meaning ‘murmur’): A 

short sentence or a few words taken as the 
guiding principle of a person.

5. mycterism (Gk. ‘turning up of the nose’): A 
subtle form of derision, sarcasm or irony.

(C) Words Commonly Confused
Bring out differences in meaning of the following 
pairs/groups of words:
1. marry, marry off 2. sift, shift
3. socialize, socialite 4. knotty, naughty
5. very, much, many

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. hard (adv) (with great energy): Work hard if you 

want to come out with flying colours.
hardly (adv) (not quite): I hardly see him these 
days.

2. most (adv) (forming the superlative degree of 
nearly all adjectives and adverbs of more than 
one syllable): Yemen has some of the most 
ancient monuments of the world.
mostly (adv) (mainly): He comes home mostly 
during long holidays.

3. scarcely (adv) (barely, not quite, almost not): 
There were scarcely twenty students present in 
the class.
fairly (adv. Of degree): This is a fairly easy 
question.

4. late (adv) (after the usual, right, fixed, or 
expected time as contrasted with ‘early’): He 
married late in life.
lately (adv) (recently, usually it is used in 
negative and interrogative sentences): We 
haven’t visited an opera house lately.

5. fairly (adv) (quite): She sings fairly well, 
rather (adv) (by preference or choice): I would 
rather have the small one than the large one.

D) Phrases and Idioms
Use the following phrases in sentences.
1. amenable to 2. ambivalent about

3. get along 4. all along 5. let alone

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. annals of (a history or record of events): 

Shakespeare is the greatest dramatist in the 
annals of the history of English literature.

2. animosity against (powerful hatred): The 
general Indian public have no animosity against 
their counterparts in Pakistan.

3. run amok (to run wild): People ran amok when 
some unknown assailants opened fire on them.

4. take something amiss (to be angry at something 
due to misunderstanding): Please don’t take my 
words of advice amiss.

5. to make amends (something done to repair the 
damage): You should make amends to her for 
being so harsh.

IV. Grammar and Composition
(A) Grammar
Rewrite each pair of sentences below to make one 
‘unreal' conditional sentence, showing both cause 
and result.
1. I got married. I left home.
2. She had a baby. She gave up her job.
3. He lost his job. He came back home.
4. My husband got a job in Yemen. We went to 

Yemen
5. We saved some money. We were able to buy a 

car.

Suggested answers to last week’s questions
1. Fatima is studying medicine at university 

because she is going to be a doctor.
2. Unless you are very strong and healthy, it is not 

advisable to run extremely long distances or lift 
heavy objects.

3. He needed an operation to remove the bullet 
from his leg.

4. Nowadays many diseases can be cured if they 
are diagnosed and treated early enough.

5. I was seriously ill during the week-end and had 
to go to hospital.

(B) Composition: Paragraph Writing 
Expand the idea contained in the saying

37: EXAMPLE IS BETTER THAN PRECEPT

Last week’s topic:
36: A FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND INDEED

It is easy to find friends when one is in prosperity. 
Most of the fair weather friends crowd round the 
wealthy person with an intent to take advantage of 
his money or position. They are more interested for 
their self-gratification and enjoyment than their 
friend’s wellfare. But when the person loses his 
material means and falls on evil days, the so-called 
friends leave their friend in misfortune. However, a 
true friend is he or she who is genuinely interested in 
the well-being of their friend. They never desert their 
friend in distress unlike the fair weather friends. On 
the other hand, they stand by their friend, provide 
psychological support and guidance and bail him/her 
out from the pool of suffering. It is true that such true 
friends in need are very few. In fact, bad days prove 
who is a sincere and honest friend and who is not.

V. Pearls from the Holy Quran

“So believe in Allah 
And His messengers 

And if ye believe 
And do right, 

Ye have a great reward 
Without measure.’’

-S3: 179VI. Words of Wisdom
“Love isn’t something you experience;

It’s something you remember.’’
—Oscar Levant

A LETTER TO THE TEACHERS OF ENGLISH: 28

Make use of the 
learning opportunities 
created by the learners

Dr..M.N.K.Bose 
(BOSE@y.net.ye) 
Associate Professor of 
English, 
Faculty of Arts, Ibb.

T
his is yet another sugges­
tion for the benefit of your 
students. In the last letter, 
I pointed out that some 
teachers fail to make use of 

the learning opportunities even if they 
happen in the classroom by chance. If 
you are careful and alert, you can find 
many occasions in the classroom 
which can be turned into useful learn­
ing opportunities. Take a very simple 
example. When you say a word in 
English, for example, a hammer and 
ask the class what it means, one of the 
students gives the Arabic word for a 
spade; you can immediately ask the 
class if they know the English word for 
it, thereby making use of the situation.

Look at what happened in one of the 
classes I observed:

Teacher: Where is Ahmed Said 
going?

Pupil: English
Teacher: No, England.
This is not a careful teacher. A care­

ful teacher can make use of the answer 
and make the students understand the 
difference between England and 
English easily. Many such instances 
happen in our classrooms and we 
should make use of them. In another 
class, the teacher asks the students 
'Who can write the English word for al 
bahr?’ One of the students writes ‘see’ 
on the blackboard, and the teacher says 
‘no’ and corrects it to ‘sea’; instead he 
can ask the class ‘What is ‘see’ in 
Arabic?’ and make the difference clear 
to them.

In one of the classes, the teacher was 
teaching the lesson about the United

Kingdom and in the course of the les­
son. some one said KSA in connection 
with the word kingdom’ and the 
teacher just ignored it, as if it had no 
relevance at all to the lesson. On the 
other hand, if the teacher had made use 
of this leaner-created opportunity and 
asked him/her what KSA stands for, 
the class could have learnt something 
new and the learner would come for­
ward with such things often in the 
future. In another class, to the teacher's 
question ‘Where do you buy bread?', 
one of the students said 'bakery' and 
the teacher ignored it, as he expected 
the answer ‘supermarket’; this teacher 
could have made use of this learner- 
created opportunity and asked the class 
‘What is a bakery?’ or ‘Do they sell or 
make bread in a bakery?'

This happens often in the higher 
classes where the learners are matured 
with more experience. More often the 
students raise questions for us to 
answer and these serve as learning 
opportunities and ignoring them will 
have a negative effect in terms of their 
self- esteem. In my grammar classes, 
students often come up with sentences 
they want to clarify the grammar of 
and they serve as opportunities for me 
to teach them more.

Let us not think for a moment that 
our learners are not capable of partici­
pating in the classes; most often we fail 
to give them chances to do so. They 
may hesitate a little in the beginning, 
but in due course they will enthusiasti­
cally participate in the classroom activ­
ities. provided we don’t jump to cor­
rect their errors when they are trying to 
say something and kill their enthusi­
asm. English classes will become pro­
ductively noisy, if we encourage them 
to come up with whatever they want to 
say. Try with your students. Good luck.

Yours fraternally,
Dr.M.N.K.Bose (BOSE@y.net.ye)

Novel as the 
criticism of life

BY DR. BASHAR 
GHAZI ASKAR 
basharaskar90@hotmail.com

W
e like novel prima­
rily for its deep and 
lasting human sig­
nificance. A great 
book grows out of 

life. The novel brings its readers into 
close and fresh relations with life. 
Literature is a vital record of what men 
and women have seen or experienced 
in life, what they have thought and felt 
about its various aspects. Literature is 
life and is sustained by virtue of the 
life which it embodies.

We are interested in men and 
women, their lives, motives, passions, 
and relationships. We are interested in 
the great drama of life. Man is the core 
of life on this universe. Man is a social 
animal; and as such he is unable to 
keep his experiences, observations, 
ideas, emotions, passions, fancies to 
himself. On the contrary, he is under 
the stress of an irrepressible desire to 
share them with those around him.

In the first place, like the dramatist, 
the novelist interprets life by his mere 
interpretation of it. He selects certain 
materials out of life. He exhibits char­
acters and motives under certain lights; 
and in the conduct of his plot indicates 
his view of the moral balance. In esti­
mating the philosophy of life contained 
in any novel, we have to test it from 
two major points of view- truth and 
morality.

The truth we demand from any fic­
tion is not identical with the truth we 
demand from science. In fiction every­
thing is true except names and dates 
whereas in history nothing is true 
except names and dates. In our esti­
mate of the moral philosophy given or 
implied in any novel, we have there­
fore to consider chiefly the impression 
made upon us by the spirit and temper 
of the work as a whole. We have to 
include the problem of moral value in 
our final judgement upon any work of 
fiction.

The question of the setting or the 
unities of time, place and action is very 
significant in any novel. It includes 
manners, customs, ways of life, natural 
background or environment. We may 
distinguish two kinds of setting- the 
social and the material. However, the 
tendency of the modern novel is to 
spread out in all directions. We have 
novels of the sea. novels of the war 
life, of the upper classes, the middle 
classes, the lower classes, of industrial 
life, commercial life, artistic life, cleri­
cal life, and so on.

The work of the novelist is to be 
judged by the accuracy and power of 
his descriptions. In the first place, the 
novel deals with events and actions, 
with things which are suffered and 
done. These constitute what we call the 
plot. Secondly, such things happen to 
people and are suffered or done by 
people, and the men and women who 
carry on the action from the characters. 
The conversations of these characters 
introduce a third element- that of dia­
logue, so often connected with charac­
terization as to be an integral part of it. 
Fourthly, the action must take place, 
and the characters must do and suffer, 
somewhere and at some time, and so 
we have a scene and a time of action.

The element of style may also be 
taken into account. The sixth compo­
nent is that every novel must necessar­
ily present a certain view of life and 
some of the problems of life. That is. it 
must exhibit incidents, characters, pas­
sions. motives, and their general atti­
tude. Plot, characters, dialogue, time, 
place, action must imply the philoso­
phy of life. One function of fiction is to 
provide amusement for leisure hour 
and a welcome relief from the strain of 
practical affairs and any fiction which 
serves its purpose in this way may be 
held fully justified by itself.

To conclude, dramatic power, excep­
tional cleverness, excellence of tech­
nique, characterization, humor or other 
outstanding qualities of its workman­
ship must be taken into consideration 
in a comprehensive appreciation and 
assessment of the novel as a true 
reflection of life

Dear fellow teachers,
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mailto:BOSE@y.net.ye
liotnuiil.com


16 29 September, 2003 Report

First oil shipment from Ash-Shihr oil terminal exported
Canadian Nexen Petroleum Yemen 

celebrates a decade of success
By Abduh M. Assabri 
Yemen Times Staff 
Al-Mukalla

Al-Mukalla, Sep 24 - Under the aus­
pices of Prime Minister Abdulqader ba 
Jammal. The Ministry of Oil and 
Minerals along with the management 
and staff of the largest oil company 
operating in Yemen Canadian Nexen 
Petroleum Yemen (CNPY), and its 
Partners at the Masila Block (14) cele­
brated the First Oil Shipment from Ash- 
Shihr Oil Export Terminal at Al- 
Dhabba harbor on September 23rd. The 
celebration was held at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel in al-Mukallah City.

The 10th Anniversary Celebration 
Committee consisted of the Ministry of 
Oil and Minerals, the CNPY and was 
headed by the Chairman of the 
Petroleum Exploration and Production 
Authority Mr. Nabeel Al-Qawsi.

On September 23rd, 1993, the CNPY 
celebrated the first Masila loading, 
when Nexen loaded 555,000 barrels of 
Masila crude oil into a tanker named 
the "British Spirit.

"Here, we are 10 years and 894 load­
ings later, celebrating a decade of suc­
cess after producing and shipping over

700 million barrels of oil,” Mr. Charles 
W. Fischer, the President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Nexen Inc stated.

In Yemen, the Nexen's Masila opera­
tions continue to provide strong pro­
duction, free cash flow and additional 
exploitation opportunities.

This year’s exploration program in 
Yemen is focused on two wells on 
Block 51 in the second quarter and one 
well on Block 50 before the year-end.

As for preserving oil production per 
a day and in stable manner for a long 
period of time, a Certificate of 
Appreciation was granted by the Oil 
and Minerals Ministry in recognition of 
the CNPY’s efforts and its staff on July 
13, 2003 on the occasion of the Labor 
Day

As a well-run company in the field of 
oil industry, the CNPY championed the 
International Code of Ethics with sup­
port from the Canadian government 
and continues to promote the Code to 
other Canadian businesses in order to 
advance ethical business practices.

The Prime Minister Mr. 
Abdulqader Bajammal focused in his 
speech on the economic growth wit­

nessed in Yemen, particularly, since oil 
exploration in Marib oil field in 1986 
and the first oil export shipment by the 
CNPY at the Masila Block (14) on 
September, 23, 1993.

“The First Oil Shipment has helped a 
lot to increase the growth rate from 5 
percent to 14 percent,” he said.

"The final accounts of the Central 
Bank of Yemen in 1994 had a $ 350 
million indebtedness. Our country at 
that time had only $ 90 million and 
nowadays, the bank has $ 5 billions in 
financial reserves,” Mr. Bajammal 
remarked.

The state's budget has been positive­
ly increased from $ 1.5 to 3.3 billion 
this year and that oil constitutes 80 per­
cent of that budget,” he concluded.

Dr. Rasheed Saleh Ba Rabba'. 
Minister of Oil and Minerals expressed 
his happiness and congratulated the 
CNPY and its Partners at the Masila 
Block, (14) on the occasion of First Oil

Shipment from Ash-Shihr Oil Export 
Terminal in Hadhramout governorate.

Dr. Ba Rabba' also expressed his 
ministry’s keen interest to preserve 
such distinguished success made by the 
government and the CNPY. He also 
expressed his hope for enlarging part­
nership with the CNPY in order to 
include its ever-increasing interests for 
practical training of the staff of the 
company. “This can be done to promote 
the staff’s skills and performance as 
well as their capabilities to run oil oper­
ations in a safe and proper way and for 
the public interest," Dr. Ba Rabba’ said.

He called on oil production compa­
nies to follow suit pace of success 
achieved by the CNPY.

He also called on foreign and Arab 
companies and investors to invest their 
capitals in the field of oil and minerals 
in the country. “Those investors will 
find support and we are going to help 
overcome any difficulties that may 
block their way,” he said.

Dr. Ba Rabba’ concluded his address 
by thanking the local council authori­
ties represented by Hadhramout’s gov­
ernor, Mr. Abdulqader Helal, the military 
units represented by Brigadier, 

Mohammed Ali Mohsen, the CNPY, 
the ministry’s staff in all different 
departments including the Petroleum 
Exploration and Production Authority 
chaired by Eng. Nabeel Saleh Al- 
Qawsi.

Eng. Nabeel Saleh Al-Qawsi. 
Chairman of the Petroleum Exploration 
and Production Authority, the 
Chairman of the 10th Anniversary 
Celebration Committee, welcomed 
heartily the celebration attendees.

"Today we are celebrating the pas­
sage of one decade since we exported 
the first shipment of oil by CNPY 
which proves its success in the practical 
performance. We are at the Production 
Petroleum Exploration and Production 
Authority, appreciate the exerted efforts 
by the company through our follow- up 
and monitoring companies’ operating 
in the field of oil exploration and pro­
duction.” Mr. Al-Qawsi said.

“What have been achieved in this 
sector confirms the prospective, friend­
ly partnership with the CNPY and what 
we have been aiming at is the continu­
ation of this distinguished performance 
to achieve more success.” he noted.

Mr. Al-Qawsi highly thanked H.E. 
Dr. Rasheed Saleh Ba Rabba’, the 
Minister of Oil and Minerals, the 10th 
Anniversary Celebration Committee, 
the CNPY and its staff for making the 
festival a great success.

Abdulqader Ali Helal. the 
Hadhramout governor on behalf of the 
local council of Hadhramout gover­
norate welcomed the guests for attend­
ing the 10th anniversary of the First Oil 
Shipment from Ash-Shihr Terminal.

"The 10th anniversary coincides 
with the 41st anniversary of the 26 
September Revolution and the 40th 
anniversary of the 14 October 
Revolution. Great achievements have 
been fulfilled under the president's era 
and perhaps our presence here to attend 
the 10th anniversary of the First Oil 
Shipment from Ash-Shihr Terminal is a 
clear testimony of a great success that 
has been achieved so far,” Mr. Helal 
said.

The Oil and Mineral Ministry togeth­
er with the CNPY have achieved great 
accomplishments and could gain 
respect of the political leadership, the 
government and the local council in the 
governorate.

“The company has been also entrust­
ed with vital roles to promote the state’s 
economy, through partnership principle 
and petroleum partnership productivity 
and also through the social projects 
implemented in exploration and export­
ing zones,” he highlighted.

“The opulent activities and accom­
plishments achieved by the CNPY and 
its Masila Partners can be attributed to 
joint faithful efforts exerted by the lead­
ership of the Ministry of Oil and 
Minerals, its staff, the CNPY and its 
management based on highly devel­
oped relations with the local communi­
ties in the governorate,” he commented.

Mr. Helal also placed emphasis on 
that the president’s visit to Canada on 
March 26. 2000. conveying strong 
deep relations between the two friendly 

countries. “New horizons have been 
broadened with regard to promoting the 
economic relationship and tangible 
results could also be felt in volume of 
oil investment," the governor indicated

“We are seriously working side by 
side with members of the local council 
in the districts of the governorate to 
implement orders issued by the state’s 
high authority in order to facilitate dif­
ficulties and tackle problems faced by 
oil companies including the CNPY," he 
concluded.

Hani S. Shehadeh Lababdeh. the 
Area Manager of the Consolidated 
Contractors Int’l Company, CCC start­
ed his address by congratulating the 
Yemeni leadership under president of 
the republic and the Yemeni people on 
the 41st Anniversary of the 26 
September revolution and the 40th 
Anniversary of the 14 of October 
Revolution.

As a partner, the CCC joined hands 
with the CNPY in 1968 in oil explo­
ration in Masila Block, (14).

This sector started its production in 
1993 and now it is considered to be one 
of the biggest oil fields in the Republic 
of Yemen.

“The beginning was a difficult 
adventure and unproductive for the oil 
companies. But the CCC in cooperation 
with its Partners were overwhelmed by 
confidence and strong belief that 
Yemen is a promising country for a 
brighter future,” Mr. Shehadeh 
remarked.

Efforts were then exerted by the 
CCC side by side with CNPY.

As a main contractor, a contract was 
then signed between the two companies 
on May. 9. 1992 and the first trade pro­
duction goals between the two compa­
nies were mapped out on September 26, 
1993 at the rate of 120 barrels a day.

“The project is considered to be a big 
challenge on part of the CCC as a result 
of the workplace distance, the rugged 
lands and mountainous barriers,” Mr. 
Shehadeh said.

The Masila Block, (14) is considered 
to be a huge pioneering transition in the 
oil industry.

When describing his wonderful trip, 
the former US president. Jimmy Carter 
hailing the CCC and that the most inter­
esting and wonderful thing was the 
CCC’s distinguished performance in 
completing the al-Masila oil field in an 
extraordinary way.

The major job for CCC in its begin­
ning year was the Aden Refinery. The 
CCC is ranked as the first company in 
the Arab world and the 17th in the 
world.

“The CCC feels proud of being the 
first company to contribute to establish­
ing the Aden Refinery in 1952. Other 
consequent contributions have been 
followed by the CCC in order to 
achieve a developmental revival 
through tens of projects for the basic 
infrastructure in several vital fields 
such as. oil. water, refineries, construc­
tions. and telecommunications," Mr. 
Shehadeh added.

CCC has had a continuous presence 
in Yemen since 1952.

During the year 2002, CCC had its

50-anniversary celebrations as a major 
construction company.

Other major projects of CCC in 
Yemen include. Oil Production and 
Export Facilities for 
Nexen/Occidental/CCC at Masila 
1992-1993 and Hunt Oil, Alif 
Expansion. 1992-1993.

CCC was awarded the Masila Block 
for oil exploration and development in 
1985-1986.

In 1986. the Canadian Occidental 
(Now Nexen) joined CCC as partner. 
Later, Shell Oil, (Pecten) joined and 
later Occidental joined. Present owner­
ship now consists of 
Nexen/Occidental/ and CCC.

Casey Olson, President, Middle East 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation wel­
comed the guests, expressing his deep 
happiness for participating in the 
important milestone in the history of 
Yemen’s oil and gas industry.

He also highly spoke of Yemen's role 
in providing investment opportunities 
for oil and gas companies. “The contin­
ued strong performance of the Masila 
field reinforces our company's view 
that Yemen offers oil and gas invest­
ment opportunities that few areas in the 

world can match,” he remarked.
“Yemen offers a very positive envi­

ronment for foreign investment. The oil 
production-sharing terms offered by the 
government of Yemen are among the 
most competitive in the international 
oil industry,” he added.

He concluded his speech by congrat­
ulating and thanking H.E. President 
Saleh, members of the Yemen govern­
ment, and the people of Yemen on their 
success and for the kind hospitality that 
has been showed to him.

The most vital aspect that makes the 
Occidental’s partnership, particularly 
“effective” is the professional staff in 
the Ministry and YCIOM.

In Yemen, Occidental is one of the 
most active exploration and production 
companies with the largest exploration 
acreage position in the country-nearly 
15 million acres.

The Company’s production in Yemen 
comes from the world-class Masila 
Field and the adjacent east Shabwa 
Field.

Laurence Murphy, Senior Vice- 
President, International Oil and Gas- 
Nexen Inc.

President and Chief Executive 
Officer- Canadian Nexen Petroleum 
International Ltd.

Mr. Murphy expressed his deep grat­
itude for the cooperation offered by the 
Ministry of Oil and Minerals and the 
Petroleum Exploration and Production 
Authority.

“These individuals have worked 
closely with us on project development, 
steering our project through complex 
challenges and providing input and 
ideas at every stage.” he said.

In September 1993, Mr. Murphy 
moved to Yemen where he became 
President and General Manager of 
Nexen’s operations in Yemen Republic 
and managed the Yemen asset until 
March 1997.

He assumed the Role of Division 
Vice-President. Europe/Africa/Middle 
East from December 1996.

Mr. Charles W. Fischer, the 
President and Chief Executive Officer. 
Nexen Inc.

Mr. Fischer initiated his talk by 
expressing his gratitude for participat­
ing in that celebration recognizing 10 
years of crude sales from Masila.

Masila is truly a world class field and 
has contributed greatly to the economic 
strength of Yemen.

The Nexen’s Community Affairs 
Program in Yemen provides basic assis­
tance for clear drinking water, educa­
tion, power generation, and health care 
to local communities due to its big suc­
cesses.

“As a result of this success, Nexen 
and its Partners have been able to 
undertake a number of important com­
munity initiatives. These include help­
ing to provide basic services such as, 
water supply, as in the Haru area, power 
supply, as in the Al Raidah power proj­
ect, and helping to build medical and 
education facilities, such has, the 
school we have recently visited in 
Ghail Ba-Wazeer.

It is also worth noting that Nexen 
also provides scholarships to Yemeni 
students to encourage study in Canada 
in the disciplines most critical to 
Yemen's economic growth.

“We have also been able to provide 
Scholarships for deserving Yemeni stu­
dents to study in Canada, and Nexen is 
involved in a major new UNDP water 
project here in Hadhramout,” Mr. 
Fischer further stated.

Mr. Bajammal

A Legacy of Friendship

Dr. Baraba’a Eng Al-Qawsi Mr. Abdulqader Helal

Attendees during the 10th anniversary of first oil shipment

Mr. Shehadeh Mr. Casey Olson Mr. Murphy Mr. Fischer
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Prepared by Mohammed Khidhr

Main Headlines
- PM orders freezing accounts of teachers and 

education professions unions, subjects them to 
legal accountability

- On the Revolution Day, political statement by the 
president, laying foundation stones to many eco­
nomic and development projects

- Pitched fighting in Hamdan
- Journalists Syndicate appeals to Spanish gov­

ernment and international community to release 
Alouni

- Responding to foreign pressures, presidency 
tendency to commute death sentence against 
Nankly

- Arms behind kidnapping the Egyptian diplomat
- Forty companies demand stop "al-Basa’ir" deal
- Germany and France criticize American resolu­

tion on Iraq
- In statements to Annas weekly, PM Bajammal: 

My task to reform laws, close gaps against cor­
ruption and terror

- GPC accuses JMP press as behind Yemenis sui­
cides

- Al-Qaeda statement announces a halt of opera­
tions in Yemen under conditions

- Spain demands stop of Nankli execution for con­
nection with international terrorist network.

- Leadership of Hutat group in Sana’a, Saudi 
Arabia hands over wanted

- Political statement by the president, confirming 
continuation and renewal of Yemeni revolution

- FM al-Qirbi: Current challenges require meeting 
of Arab leaders to adopt a stand

Al-Mithaq weekly, organ of 
the ruling party GPC, 22 
Sept. 2003.

Main headlines:
- Vice-president: Celebrations reflect 

struggling values of the history of 
heroes of the revolution

- Elections Supreme Committee 
reveals variation between the two 
laws of local authority and of elec­
tions

- The case of deductions fro teachers 
salaries referred to accountability 
apparatus

- Justice Minister discloses that 513 
judges without work, his ministry 
needs 3000 policemen

- Sana'a 20th International Book Fair, 
opened
Columnist Dr Adularia al-Morale 

says in his article those who are taking a 
spectator stand and those indifferent of 
what is going on to their nation at the 
present time are alone uninterested in 
the initiatives meant for taking the pres­
ent Arab situation from the tunnels of 
despair and frustration and they do not 
think about salvaging what could be 
saved of the minimum extent of the 
Arabs unity in facing the present and 
coming catastrophes. Those people, 
some of them at the top of government 
or in senior positions regarding the cul­
tural and information direction, do not 
properly linking what is happening in 
Palestine and in Iraq to what can happen 
in other Arab countries under justifica­
tion or without pretext as long as the 
gates are wide open before the winds of 
aggression.

The initiatives for unifying the Arab 
political address to face the Zionist bru­
tality and those supporting it are positive 
expressions of the nation's conscience at 
this moment. Founding a consistent 
Arab order capable of confronting the 
outside can receive respect from inside 
and from outside and to end the state of 
frustration and all abnormal aspirations 
aimed at dismantling the single country 
into a group of sectarian and ethnical 
names. What is happening in Iraq is but 
an example to be exported to other 
places after Iraq could have surrendered

to the will of the occupier that led the 
war for the main reason of controlling 
the wells of oil and its revenues and 
nothing more than that of what is 
alleged of founding a democratic regime 
and liberation of the citizen from the 
dictatorial rule. Such liberation would 
not be accomplished but by the hands of 
the people and political reforms in any 
country are an internal affair that could 
not come from outside on board of mili­
tary tanks and aircraft carriers.

Al-Shoura weekly, organ of 
the Union of People’s Forces 
in Yemen, 21 Sept.2003.
Main headlines:

- Yemeni envoy to Madrid to explain 
legal reasons of sentencing Nankly

- The UN General Assembly demands 
Israel not to deport Arafat

- At meetings of Central Banks mayors 
and the World Bank, an Israeli dele­
gation attend for the first time in 
Dubai

- Death sentence against the killer of 
Jarallah Omer before completion of 
investigations, denounced

- Security forces arrest 92 persons for 
chanting slogans against America and 
Israel

- Public hospital in Hudeidah convert­
ed to a guest house

- Teachers: Taiz education office 
depended randomness in distributing 
teachers
Columnist Ahmed Omrabi asks if 

there is a symbolic relationship between 
the armed resistance in both Iraq and 
Palestine and he says there is of course 
such a relationship not from the point of 
view of the organizational meaning. But 
does that prevent the existence of a rela­
tionship between the two styles of resist­
ance as a struggling equation due to the 
American and Zionist similarity? The 
writer presumes there would be in fore­
seeable future a possibility of the exis­
tence of an organizational relationship 
between the Palestinians and the Iraqis 
and this would develop with the passage 
of time. After four months of occupation 
it has become that the supposition of the 
existence of weapons of mass destruc­
tion in Iraq is nothing than a smoke cur­
tain to hide the American strategic goal

of imposing a full control on the Iraqi 
national oil industry. At the same level it 
has been proved that among the articles 
of this American strategy is he project of 
building a gigantic oil pipeline linking

Iraq and Israel across the Jordanian ter­
ritories extended to the port of Haifa. 
Realization of this goal at the present 
tense circumstances in all parts of Iraq 
and the continuous presence of the

American occupying military forces is 
something is something not practical. 
But it would a target of the American 
strategic planners to be pul into effect 
when convenient circumstances are 
available.

Al-Wahdawi weekly, organ 
of the Nasserite Unionist 
Organisation, 23 Sept.2003. 
Main headlines:

- Compensations and jobs for Huttat 
group in return for ending its activi­
ties

- Chairman of national committee on 
resisting normalization Abu Halim: 
Regime participation with the 
Zionists in Dubai, a challenge to peo­
ple will

- Military commander breaks into a 
court in Hajja, detaining investigating 
magistrate

- Pressures postpone execution of 
Nankli

- American embassy refuses release of 
grand mosque worshipper detainees 
On the 41 st anniversary of the Yemeni

26 September revolution, columnist 
Hamdi al-Bukari says for 41 years and 
Yemen is still complaining backward­
ness. Years have passed and we are still 
fighting among ourselves without giving 
the country but wounds and poverty. It is 
unbelievable following all those years to 
see students studying in the open and 
university students selling qat and mas­
ters degree holders working restaurants. 
All this time and we have not been able 
to build a proper sewage network or a 
road without holes or to change mental­
ity of a citizen in order not to spit 
residue of his qat on the street.

The population is increasing but serv­
ices are not, the rate of those looking for 
jobs is on the increase but there are no 
markets to accommodate them. Prices 
hike in great speed and the level of 
income is firm and fixed.

What is prevalent of chaos and disre­
gard has nothing to do with the revolu­
tion as an accomplishment the Yemenis 
are proud of. The revolution will remain 
the most important event our people 
have achieved besides the unity but the 
living of the majority of the people

under the line of poverty confirms the 
existence of a minority has opposed the 
administration and the will for the sake 
of gaining their own interests.

Al-Tagamou weekly, organ 
of the Yemeni Unionist 
Assemblage Party, 22 
Sept.2003.

Main headlines:
- Fall of a stage at wedding in Zabid 

causes three deaths, injury of 60 
women, and theft of jewels worth mil­
lions

- Security official’s son beats a prison­
er
In an article columnist Ahmed Said 

al-Dahi says supposedly the political 
opposition in Yemen succeeded in 
assuming power in a democratic way 
and then we have queried would it run 
the rule or the society in a way better 
than the existing regime? The question 
would of course be in negation, disap­
pointing and frustrating to expectations 
of many of the opposition affiliates and 
supporters. The evidence is this bitter 
reality we are experiencing that reflects 
volume and the weak role of the opposi­
tion and its present troubled behaviour, 
its low-pitched voice, very weak influ­
ence and it secondary position.

Though the political and economic 
reality is experiencing a state of a crisis 
and turbulence recalling an impetus to 
create advanced styles of work and coin­
ing effective means of work and deriv­
ing successful solutions exerting heavy 
pressure on the government to adopt 
treatments for the present problems, we 
find the opposition takes a brittle and 
indifferent stand whose reaction does 
not exceed an intensively complaining 
statement or writing an article. If there 
were not a newspaper for this party or 
that the citizen or the great majority of 
the people would not have known the 
existence of these parties.

In order to improve the role of the 
opposition is to contribute to dealing 
with the issues and woes and problems 
of the nation and at the same time to 
form real pressures on the successive 
governments to force them upgrade the 
efficiency of their performance.
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As Arnold Schwarzenegger’s hopes to become California’s governor continue:

Hollywood politics 
on the horizon

By Yemen Times Staff

M
any believe that Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, the inter­
nationally renowned 
Hollywood actor, will win 
enough votes to become the 
new California governor. Representing the 

Republican Party, the Terminator superstar 
is now geared up to become the first 
Republican actor to hold such a senior 
political position after former US president 
Ronald Reagan.

However, looking into the view of Arab 
Americans about the candidacy of Arnold, 
many have a negative view, mainly 
because of the negative portrayal of Arabs 
in a number of his films. One of those films 
was “True Lies”, which was starred by 
Arnold and produced by the 20th Century 
Fox Studios.

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) had said that the “racist 
depictions of Arabs in movies lead to real 
consequences for Arab Americans, includ­
ing employment discrimination, religious 
persecution, and hate 
crimes."

Hence, not many Arab 
Americans are expected to 
vote for Arnold for two main 
reasons: the first because he 
represents the party of 
George W. Bush, which has 
lost almost all its support 
among the Arab community 
in the USA because of the 
recent war on Iraq and 
Afghanistan and is known to 
have stakes in Israeli compa­
nies such as Cell Guide Ltd. 
The second reason is 
because he has played 
major roles in Hollywood 
movies that depict Arabs in a

negative way.
However. many 

Arabs also believe this 
is a healthy phenome­
non because bringing 
an immigrant to 
become a governor in

the USA demonstrates the freedom and 
liberty immigrants in the USA enjoy in polit­
ical life. Furthermore, Arnold had pledged 
to help in legalizing the stance of millions of 
undocumented immigrants in California.

“I came to California 35 years ago 
because I saw this state as the best place

on earth to fulfill my dreams. Immigrants 
contribute to the richness of life in 
California, and I embrace them... More 
than 2.3 million undocumented immigrants 
currently live in California. They cannot 
continue to live underground. I will work 
with federal officials to address this prob­
lem," Arnold said.

It is interesting how an immigrant from 
Austria who came 35 years ago with only 
$20 to find a better life is now getting clos­
er to become the governor of the most 
heavily populated state in the USA.

It is also amazing to see how muscles 
brought fame and money, which in turn 
brought political achievements. It remains 
to be seen how the Hollywood star will do 
if he is elected on October 7th. After all, a 
professional and superb actor is not guar­
anteed to be a good politician, unless he is 
a person with multiple talents and broad 
vision.
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