Road Experts

jiya\ Hertz,

World On Wheels

Think Smart... Turn to the

Universal Rent a Car

Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625
ert: i 1)

com

Thursday, 24 February, 2011 * Issue No. 1445 ¢ Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf ¢ www.yementimes.com * Price 50 Yemeni Riyals ¢

7,

YEMEN(®/TIMES

=\

Inside: p

success

Refugees cook their way to

and hunger in Yemen

William Lambers on malnutrition

10

Yemeni youth break
stereotypes with hip hop
music

Sana’a witnesses worst violence in
weeks of anti-government protests

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Feb. 23 — Two people were
killed at Sana’a University demonstra-
tions on Tuesday night. At least 20 inju-
ries were reported, 11 of them serious.
Eyewitnesses confirmed to the Yemen
Times that one of those killed was shot

in the head and the other in the chest.

One of those killed, Awadh al-Soraihi,
34, was a teacher. There are rumors that
2 additional people died of their wounds
the next day but the reports are uncon-
firmed

The staccato of gunfire filled the air,
according to people living in the area

who didn’t join the demonstrations.
The area around the east gate of the uni-
versity has been occupied by the anti-
government protesters, who have been
demonstrating for 12 days now.

“Last night there were a lot of anti-
government protesters. Another group
of pro-government protesters came.
They were fewer in number than the an-
ti-government protesters, but they were
armed,” said eyewitness Fras Shamsan.

According to Shamsan, anti-govern-
ment protesters have created a protec-
tive human cordon to check for weapons
being carried by new people wanting to
join the protests. On Tuesday night, pro-
government protesters arrived with arms
and tried to camp about 1000m away
from the anti-government camp. Then
clashes started between both sides.

“The pro-government protesters start-
ed throwing rocks at the anti-govern-
ment protesters. Then the anti-govern-
ment protesters seized the government
supporters’ tents, which is what caused
the pro-government protesters to start
shooting,” Shamsan explained.

The university square has been re-
named Al-Tagheer (Change) Square
by the anti-government protesters. It
has become a free corner for people to
publicly announce their support for the
anti-government demonstrations and to
explain how they feel about the regime.
They dance and sing anti-government
songs.

On Tuesday there were readings from
the Qur’an. Verses were read aloud so
as to encourage people to fight injustice
and to pray for those who get killed in
battle. Many sheikhs and supporters
were urging people not leave the square
and to resist the pro-government dem-
onstrators.

Majid Al-Shoaibi, a student who
joined the opposition demonstrations on
the very first day and who witnessed the
killings Tuesday night, told the Yemen
Times that government security forces
prevented anyone from entering Al-
Jumhuri hospital to check on the those
who had been injured.

“After yesterday’s clashes, I expect
more people to join the anti-government
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movement. The state is trying to terrify
people and to shut them up. But their
culture of killing only encourages more
people to go out and say ‘enough of this
government’,” said Al-Shoaibi.

Earlier on Tuesday, the Yemen Times
witnessed other clashes between pro-
and anti-government protesters. Five
anti-government demonstrators were
injured and a car belonging to a pro-
government protester was overturned
and burnt.

“We were protecting protesters and
checking for weapons when they at-
tacked us from the car. They started
throwing stones at us. We found knives
and stakes on them, and that’s how I got
hurt,” one of the injured protesters told
the Yemen Times.

The owner of the car contacted the
Yemen Times the next day. “They burnt
the car and I have no money for trans-
portation, not even YR 10,” said Abdul
Aziz Al-Mahmod, the owner.

Two young men were in the car but
they managed to escape. Al-Mahmod
said he was talking on the phone away
from the area when he was told that a car
was burnt. He then went to the source
of the smoke and saw it burning.”I saw
security 50m away from the car. They
were running away from it, not towards
it” he said.

Al-Mahmod said he informed police
in the area and is still waiting for a re-
sponse. “This is what is going to happen
to the country by those who are calling
for the end of the regime,” he added.

Continued on page 3
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Wounded protesters were treated at a medical tent run by local doctors and

Red Crescent personnel
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Ban on Yemeni freight still in effect

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SANA’A, Feb. 22 — The freight embar-
go that has been enforced upon air cargo
from Yemen to most of the world since
last October is still in effect, despite ru-
mors that the US had lifted the ban.

On February 12th, both Saba News
agency and the 26 September newspa-
per websites reported that the US Am-
bassador to Yemen, Gerald Feierstein,
had informed the Minister of Transport,
Khaled Ibrahim Alwazir, that a US reso-
lution has been passed allowing air ship-
ments from Yemen to arrive in the US
according to defined conditions.

The US ambassador in Sana’a con-
firmed to the Yemen Times that a deci-
sion to lift the ban had been made about

two weeks earlier and that Yemeni au-
thorities had been informed of this, but
not by means of a formal notice.

Dr. Mansour Al-Absi, executive man-
ager of Yemen’s DSL, said, “When I
heard the news, I went to Sana’a Inter-
national Airport, cheered by such a turn
of events. But airport officials and secu-
rity told me that this information was no
more than press hearsay.”

The DHL head office had sent Al-
Absi a notice earlier this week telling
him that the company was now allowed
to deliver international mail under 6kg
and diplomatic mail to the UK. “In ad-
dition,” he said, “starting this week, air
shipping was to be allowed to the Philip-
pines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
India and other Arab countries.”

“There’s talk of a breakthrough soon,”
said Al-Absi, “especially since screen-
ing and detection equipment that is to be
installed at Yemeni airports is expected
to arrive soon.”

A FedEx source told the Yemen
Times that their head office in Sana’a
was reopened after they heard news
that the ban on international air exports,
including to the US and other Western
countries, had been lifted.

Mr. Ali Al-Jaradi, FedEx sales man-
ager, said that they had begun receiving
packages from outside of Yemen and
that they expected the prohibition on
outgoing air freight to be cancelled very
soon.

The Chairman of the Civil Aviation
and Meteorology Authority (CAMA),

Hamid Farag, told the press in late De-
cember 2010 that the authority had man-
aged to partially mitigate the negative
effects of the freight ban by communi-
cating with all countries that had prohib-
ited outgoing shipments from Yemen, as
well as by liaising with the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

Farag added that Germany had re-
cently permitted the resumption of Ye-
menia flights to Frankfurt airport, in
addition to allowing Yemeni passenger
jets to fly over German territory. Qatar
has also allowed air freight to travel to
Doha again, and the UAE has adopted a
similar policy.

He said that a US team has trained
new Yemeni staff on using advanced
detection and screening equipment, and

that such equipment had been distrib-
uted at key checkpoints.

He explained further that CAMA has
circulated security-related instructions
to all cargo agencies in Yemen — the
adoption of which is considered a pre-
requisite for their licensing. Agencies
were given a 60-day notice to comply
with the instructions, lest their licenses
be suspended.

Farag said that his authority had
signed a USD 5 million contract with
a company specializing in aviation se-
curity to provide Yemen’s airports with
advanced security systems, including
explosives detection equipment. He
added that throughout 2011, CAMA
will complete the installation of visual
control systems that will cover facilities

at all airports

He has asked relevant foreign agen-
cies to take immediate action to lift
the ban on air cargo from Yemen. The
embargo has caused harm to the manu-
facturing, trade and oil sectors, and has
caused heavy employment losses in
companies involved in air freight.

Yemen drew international attention
at the end of October last year after two
explosives-laden packages were discov-
ered en route to the US. Several airlines
cancelled flights to and from Yemen,
and all air freight companies stopped
shipping parcels and cargo from Yemen.
The ban has had a major impact on com-
panies that rely on the daily movement
of documents and parcels to and from
Yemen.

Tribal sheikhs join the anti-
government protests in Sana’a

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Feb. 22 — A new Iinitiative
called “Tribes for Change” joined the
anti-government protests in the capital
on Monday. The protesters expressed
their happiness at the tribal’s sheikhs
joining them by singing and cheering.

Sheikh Mohammed Al-Tahif from
Al-Baida governorate told the Yemen
Times that his decision to join the pro-
testers was an individual one and that he
wasn’t pressured by any other sheikh to
join. He said that it was the president’s
“lies” that brought him to protest.

“What provoked us to join were his
lies. At first he said that he won’t run
for another term in 2013, but yesterday
he said he won’t leave and that votes
will determine [who runs the country].
This means he is planning to run for the
next election and he was only lying as
usual,” said Al-Tahif.

Al-Tahif is also head of the Islah op-
position party office in Al-Baida, but
he said he joined the protests without
seeking approval from the party. “Al-
though I didn’t ask the party if it would
be acceptable to join the protests now,
it won’t affect my relationship with
them,” he explained.

It was announced this morning in
Sana’a University’s main square —
which opposition protesters have occu-
pied — that more tribe members will join
the protests soon. Members of some of
the most powerful tribes in Yemen, such
as the Hashed and Bakil tribes, are ru-
mored to be joining the protesters. The
Hashed is the tribe to which President
Saleh belongs, as well as his leading op-
ponent, Hamid Al-Ahmar.

Al-Tahif confirmed to the Yemen
Times that many large demonstrations
have been held in his governorate, but
that he preferred to join the young peo-

ple in the capital. He believed the pro-
tests in the capital should be the largest,
S0 as to inspire others.

“The sheikhs are also part of the Ye-
meni public, although some of them
don’t respect the law and are protected
by the current regime. But that can’t be
generalized to all Yemeni sheikhs. We
came to change the regime and to pro-
mote respect for the law,” he added.

Many tents belonging to anti-govern-
ment protesters have sprung up near the
university gate. The tribal sheikhs have
also set up their tents nearby, each bear-
ing their respective tribe’s insignia. The
Yemen Times visited one such tent that
was filled with approximately 20 pro-
testers. Inside, a sheikh was making a
speech explaining why there was a need
to change the regime.

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Bahri from
Marib said that he chose to protest in
Sana’a to show all Yemeni people that
Marib’s tribes are demonstrating peace-
fully. He said the state “is accusing them
of terrorism and violence.”

“I joined the protests to raise aware-
ness of the injustices the Yemeni people
are suffering,” he said. “Saleh is only a
president for a narrow group of VIPs —
for businessmen only. But the normal
people have no president. His family
is ruling the country, but we as people
don’t considerer him to be our presi-
dent,” he said.

Al-Bahri threatened the regime, stat-
ing that if the government didn’t re-
spond to the protesters’ demands soon,
the Marib tribes’ next step will be “dan-
gerous”.

“We in Marib decided that if Saleh
doesn’t bow to our demands, we will
dominate the governorate and will kick
the armed forces out of our country,” he
added.

“Marib belongs to the people, but

eventually it became Saleh’s property.
The government provides Sana’a with
electricity, but [we have] no electricity
in Marib.”

Asked whether there were ways other
than protest to solve the country’s prob-
lems, Al-Bahri said that he no longer
trusted the regime. “The main problem
is that we are ruled by a gang that re-
fuses to discuss anything with us,” he
said.

“I was a member of the military
for more than 28 years. I defended
this country. I lost a family member
in the 1994 war. We are the ones who
achieved unity — the people, not Saleh.
We are peaceful and patient, and look
what they say about us now. They call
us ‘terrorists’. If we were what they say
we are, we would cut off the electricity
and we would stop supplying the gov-
ernment with oil. But we don’t because
we are peaceful,” he added angrily.

While the crowd shouted for Saleh to
leave, Al-Bahri promised to bring his
whole family, which consists of 15 sons
and daughters, to protest until the presi-
dent resigns.

Tribes for Change is a new entity that
connects anti-government and reformist
sheikhs from Marib, Al-Jawf, Dhamar,
Al-Baida, and Sana’a.

At the same time, other tribes are
supporting the government. The Ham-
dan, for example, gathered on Al-Sa-
been Square last week for a two-hour
demonstration. Some of the Khawaln
tribes are also supporting Saleh. Snan
Al-Ajji, a parliamentarian of the ruling
party, called for all tribes to support the
president. “All Yemeni people should
acknowledge their responsibility and
support him now. They must not allow
any mess to occur in this country,” said
Al-Ajji. Tribal sheikhs join the anti-
government protests in Sana’a

Al-Qaeda leader in Marib arrested

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Feb. 23 — Yemen’s Ministry
of Interior confirmed on Tuesday the ar-
rest of Abu Al-Bara’a Mohammad Ab-
dullah Ali Ma’wda, who is accused by
the ministry of being one of Al-Qaeda’s
leaders in the Marib governorate, 25km
to the north east of the capital Sana’a.

A local source in Marib who request-
ed anonymity told the Yemen Times
that following the arrest, a group of
alleged Al-Qaeda gunmen opened fire
on the Al-Filj security checkpoint. Six
people were reported killed and 10 in-
jured. The Ministry of Interior said on
its website that five of those killed were
soldiers, and one was a local citizen
caught in the cross-fire.

However, the wunnamed source
claimed that the local citizen was killed
by security forces in Hareeb, another
part of the governorate near where the
security checkpoint was attacked. The
source suggested that the man was
killed when he was mistakenly thought
to be one of the Al-Qaeda attackers.

The ministry said that it will contin-
ue searching for those who attacked the
security checkpoint: “Currently there
is a search campaign in all areas of the
governorate looking for terrorist ele-
ments, some of whom may have been
injured during clashes with the security
forces.”

Aysh Awas, director of security and
strategic studies at Saba Center for
Strategic Studies, told the Yemen Times

that the Yemeni government is continu-
ously running operations to hunt Al-
Qaeda. However, given the current po-
litical situation in Yemen with protests
demanding the removal of the regime,
Awas thought the government was at-
tempting through this operation to gain
some support and cooperation from the
international community.

He explained that Ma’wda is consid-
ered one of the most dangerous wanted
men by Yemen’s government, and that
he is one those closest to Al-Awlaki.

“No doubt the capture of a man of
this importance and proximity to the
Al-Qaeda leaders will be a painful blow
against Al-Qaeda, especially given the
information that he may reveal about
the organization,” said Awas.

Yemen is not Egypt, Libya
says British Baroness

By: Iona Craig

SANA’A. Feb. 23 — Yemen has one of
the greatest democracies in the region,
according to British Baroness Emma
Nicholson.

The visiting peer from the UK’s
House of Lords, was involved in elec-
tion monitoring in Yemen in her former
role as a member of the European Par-
liament. In the 2006 elections in Yemen
she played the role of chief observer of
the European Union Election Observa-
tion Mission to Yemen.

At a press conference on Sunday eve-
ning, the Baroness blamed the world
economic recession for recent uprisings
in Libya, Egypt, Bahrain and Tunisia

and said: “people feel desperate.”

Denying that Yemen was similar
to other nations that have seen recent
unrest, she said that they had just one
problem in common. “The common
problem that I see is poverty,” said the
unelected peer.

“I believe in Yemen you can find a
different solution,” she said referring to
the troubles of Libya and Egypt. “In Ye-
men, the same is not the case. It is not
the same.”

Baroness Nicholson was the author
of an agreement titled ‘Democracy in
Yemen’, signed by opposition leaders
and the ruling GPC in 2006, detailing
recommendations on electoral reform.
She has spent several days in Yemen re-

or Tunisia,

viewing the application of the report.

“I am pleased to understand that
some of these recommendations have
been implemented,” said Nicholson. “I
can also see in the past few days that
some of these recommendations have
not been put into place.”

As chairman of the AMAR Interna-
tional Charitable Foundation, already
active in Lebanon and Iraq, the main
purpose of Nicholson’s visit was to
meet officials and government depart-
ments in order to discuss launching and
funding the charity in Yemen. AMAR
aims to provide humanitarian aid,
health care and education to disadvan-
taged communities, in particular fami-
lies and children.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) Programme invites Yemeni nationals to apply
for the following volunteering position with the United Nations High Commissioner

Under the supervision of the Site Planner Officer the UN Volunteer will be required

. Handle the design of sanitary refurbishments to the Taiz and Hodeida Cen-
tral Prisons. The design for Taiz is ongoing, and Hodeida project is soon to be
started. For Hodeida the UNV Volunteer will survey, negotiate, design, make
tender documents and assess the works.

. For the construction of the new Bureau of Immigration in Sana’a, the UNV Vol-
unteer will survey, negotiate, design, and assess the works.

. The UNV Volunteer will also be required to perform other tasks that may be

. Reflect on the type and quality of voluntary action that they are undertaking,
including participation in ongoing reflection activities;

3 University Degree in Social sciences or a related field;
. Minimum 5 years of previous job experience

. Computer skills (AUTOCAD, MS office applications);

o Excellent knowledge of Arabic and English

Interested candidates are requested to send their cover letter and C.V. to
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National UN Volunteers are not paid a salary for their services. Instead, they are
provided with a volunteer living allowance, $ 800 per month in addition to hazard
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Deadline for receiving applications is 7 March 2011.
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deemed necessary ;

the computerized data-bases;
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o Computer literacy
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ACANCY A

The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) Programme invites Yemeni nationals to apply
for the following volunteering position with the United Nations High Commissioner

Under the supervision of Protection Officer the UNV volunteer will be required to

. Assist reception staff at the reception area with receiving asylum seekers/
refugees and referring them to appropriate units/Implementing Partners as

. Ensures that asylum applications, legal, physical and material needs of asylum
seekers and refugees are addressed to the protection section;

. Maintains updated and accurate data of asylum seekers, refugees and persons
of concern to UNHCR who received counselling services;

. Compiles statistics on counselling interviews and enters the statistical data into

. Reflect on the type and quality of voluntary action that they are undertaking,
including participation in ongoing reflection activities;

o Completion of secondary education.
. Strong interpersonal and communication skills and ability to work in a

. Flexibility in responding to additional requirements

Interested candidates are requested to send their cover letter and C.V. to
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National UN Volunteers are not paid a salary for their services. Instead, they are
provided with a volunteer living allowance, $ 475 per month in addition to hazard

UNV is an equal opportunity organization and female candidates are encouraged

Deadline for receiving applications is 7 March 2011.
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Saleh invites Houthi rebels to
negotiating table

By Muhammad bin Sallam

SANA’A, Feb. 23 — President Saleh’s
political advisor has returned to Yemen
after a recent visit to Qatar, the coun-
try tasked with mediating the conflict
between the Houthi rebels and the Ye-
meni government. In President Saleh’s
call for dialogue it was clear that he in-
cluded the Houthi rebels as well as the
Southern Movement which indicates
that the government is now recognizing
the two movements as legitimate politi-
cal entities.

Meanwhile, thousands of people in
Sa’ada, under the leadership of Ab-
dul Malik al-Houthi, have taken to the
streets to express their solidarity with
anti-government protesters.

Houthi commanders have con-
demned violence against peaceful anti-
government demonstrators as illegal
and un-Islamic.

In light of government violence
against protesters, Houthi leaders have
also called for a cessation of tribal con-
flicts.

Sheikh Saleh Habra, a Houthi leader,
told the Yemen Times on Saturday that
the situation in Sa’ada is stable and that
provocations by MP Othman Mujalli
and his tribe, the Abdain, have stopped
completely. The tribe opted for peace
with the Houthis after realizing that
Mujalli was manipulating fellow tribes-
men for personal gain. It is alleged that
Mujalli has been collecting funds from
individuals who wish to perpetuate the
conflict in Sa’ada at the Abdain’s ex-
pense and to the benefit of a foreign

agenda.

“Highway banditry is no longer
practiced by any tribe,” said Habra.
“Neither are revenge crimes, since the
Houthis are now in control of most of
Sa’ada and Al-Jawf governorates, and
Houthi leaders and sheikhs are armed
with knowledge of shari’a [Islamic
law]. This allows us to settle people’s
conflicts without being compelled to
resort to government authorities.”

With respect to the recent visit of
the Qatari delegation to Sa’ada, Habra
said, “The delegation came to discuss
various issues, including the status of
missing persons and those detained by
the government, and the topic of re-
construction.” He explained that much
of the news regarding the delegation’s
mediation between the Houthis and
Mujalli is untrue.

In a public speech attended by thou-
sands and made on the occasion of
the Prophet’s birthday on Feb. 14th,
Al-Houthi said that popular willpower
can force change and that Allah’s will
would correspond with that of the Ye-
meni people, should all Yemenis make
a point of protesting with the utmost
sincerity.

Al-Houthi urged all the people of Ye-
men to face up to the political system
and learn from the Tunisian and Egyp-
tian revolutions. “We will be at the
forefront in the event that the people
decide to demonstrate en masse,” he
said. “Should they delay their revolt,
they will regret further oppression, kill-
ing and destruction by the authorities
and their thugs.” He also emphasized

the effectiveness of peaceful revolu-
tionary tactics directed against oppres-
sion and tyranny.

“Yemen has lost its maritime and aer-
ial sovereignty and has been violated by
American forces,” said Al-Houthi. His
speech alleged that all ministries and
state departments in Yemen are now
run by the US embassy and that anyone
who continues to work for the Yemeni
government is essentially working for
the Americans.

He warned the Yemeni government
against initiating a new conflict with
the Houthis, claiming that a seventh
war would entail decisive government
humiliation and defeat.

Al-Houthi told his audience that the
departure of the Yemeni regime is near
and that Yemen will soon be another
Tunisia or Egypt. He requested that the
regime dissolve, saying, “Go away, you
criminals. Away with your corruption.
Go away and leave the Yemeni people
to correct what you have corrupted and
to rebuild what you have destroyed.”

Local sources said that large delega-
tions from Sana’a, Hajja, Al-Mahwit,
Amran, Al-Jawf, Marib, Al-Baida,
Dhamar and Shabwa attended Al-
Houthi’s speech. In particular, Chief
Sheikh of Khawlan Naji Al-Ghadir and
another senior sheikh from Marib were
in attendance.

The Houthis concluded celebrations
for the Prophet’s birthday into the week
by shooting rifles throughout the night
in the presence of supporters from eight
Yemeni governorates, according to one
Al-Houthi spokesman.

Yemen protesters demand Libyan
ambassador’s resignation

By: Jeb Boone

SANA’A, Feb. 23 — Pro-
testers in front of the Lib-
yan Embassy in Sana’a
chanted demands for Lib-
ya’s ambassador to Yemen
to step down on Tuesday
following the deaths of
over 300 Libyan protest-
ers calling for the ouster
of Muammar Gaddafi.
Several Libyan diplomats
have resigned from their
postings, including Liby-
an ambassadors to India,
the US, and the UN.

50 protesters outside
of the embassy chanted,
“The people want to am-
bassador to resign,” while

Photo by Heath Gerhard

About 50 protesters gathered at the Libyan embassy in Sana’a last Tuesday

holding signs condemning violence
against peaceful demonstrators. “Gad-
dafi is killing people in Libya. We want
him out now. The ambassador should
resign in protest to such violence,” said
Omar Ahmed, 32.

Security forces guarding the Libyan
Embassy outnumbered protesters call-
ing for the ambassador’s resignation.

When asked whether or not the vio-
lence in Libya was worrisome for pro-
testers in Yemen, Ahmed Ali, 27, was
resolute. “The Yemeni government
would never dare attack us with fighter
planes. The difference between Libya
and Yemen is that we have the weapons
to fight back,” he said. “There are many
differences between Libya and Yemen
but we must support those trying to
topple corrupt regimes,” he added.

Many of those protesting in front
of the Libyan Embassy came from the
ongoing anti-government sit in taking
place at Sana’a University.

On Monday, two Libyan pilots or-
dered to attack demonstrators with their
fighter jets refused the order and landed
their jets on the Island of Malta, defect-
ing from the Gaddafi regime.

Over 300 people have been killed
across Libya’s major cities since dem-
onstrators began on Feb. 11th.

In a speech made on Tuesday night,
Gaddafi vowed that he would not leave
Libya under any circumstances.

“Muammar Gaddafi is the leader
of the revolution, I am not a president
to step down ... This is my country.
Muammar is not a president to leave
his post,” he said.

Security situation

across the coun

y

- Closed governorates for
security reasons

- Volatile situations
Security escorts required

- Open governorates for
foreigners

Continued from Page 1

Deaths in clashes between
pro- and anti-government
protesters

A medical team is in place amongst the
tents of the anti-government protesters.
Injured people are quickly transferred
into the care of medical teams for first
aid. If the injuries are serious, the pa-
tient is transferred to a hospital.

According to Abdul Rahman Bar-
man, HOOD lawyer and head of Al-
Sajeen organization, hospitals refused
treatment to injured protesters.”Al-
Jombori hospital (Republic) refused to
receive the injured demonstrators and
the police arrested paramedics,” said
Barman. Eventually, the hospital did
admit patients that participated in anti-
government demonstrations but did not
allow visitors, he added

“Gunmen in civilian clothes cap-
tured me and a friend of mine, when we
went to visit the injured demonstrators
and don’t allow us the hospital until the
next day in the morning,” said Adnan
al-Nidhari, human rights activist. They

threatened us if
we have an or-
ganization or a
newspaper, they
will annihilate
them.

Photo by Moheeb Zawa

GPC parlia-
mentarians
threaten to re-
sign

Last week 10
parliamentar-
ians threatened
to resign from
the ruling Gen-
eral  People’s
Congress (GPC),
inobjection to the
“killings” and “violence” used against
peaceful protesters, and because the
head of parliament refused to discuss
the current situation of the country.

In his letter of resignation, MP Abd-
Albari Al-Dughish stated: “I announce
my resignation from the General Peo-
ple’s Congress on account of the vio-
lence and killing (sic.) used against the

The car that was burnt at the anti-goverment protest

protesters.”

MP Snan Al-Aji of the GPC con-
firmed to the Yemen Times that some
MPs have not yet resigned. “The issue
is not about whether one should resign.
It’s about a vision that needs to be dis-
cussed with the president. It’s about
exploring possible solutions to what is
happening,” said Al-Ajji.
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Refugees cook their way to success

By: Ali Saeed

hmed Yaseen, 27, is an

Ethiopian Oromo with a

basic education, who has

been a refugee in Yemen

for two years. He fled
from his country because of a war be-
tween his tribe and the Ethiopian gov-
ernment.

He was smuggled from Ethiopia to
Djibouti and then to Yemen, risking his
life on a 20-day journey in a small boat.
He was on a boat with other Ethiopi-
ans, Eritreans and Somali refugees —
men, women and children.

According to the UNHCR, between
the beginning of 2010 and October,
over 42,000 registered African refu-
gees have arrived in Yemen. This is an
average of about 140 people a day in-
cluding women and children.

Already there are at least 177,000
refugees in Yemen, mostly living in
different cities seeking to make a living
for themselves. Most of these refugees
have no income generating skills and
are usually in bad health, which makes
them even less attractive to the labor
market.

Yaseen described the day when he
landed on Yemeni soil at the port town
of Mocha in Taiz governorate.

“We were in a terrible state after days
of not being able to move and a lack of
food. Once we hit the shore, many of
us just ran our own ways, while some
handed themselves over to Yemeni se-
curity,” said Yaseen.

In Yemen, he found himself alone
with no one to take care of him and
without the ability to find a regular job
outside the daily wages sector.

He traveled to Sana’a and lived with
other single Ethiopian refugees in Al-
Safia, an area known as the center of
the African refugee population in the
city. Yet like many other refugees, he
struggled to make ends meet and des-
perately needed a steady job.

From other refugees he heard of or-
ganizations that provide assistance to
refugees, such as the Adventist Devel-
opment and Relief Agency (ADRA)
and the UNHCR.

He joined a free three month cooking
course sponsored by ADRA, where he

learned to make most of the meals of-
fered in Yemeni restaurants.

“I learned how to make traditional
Yemeni food such as salta, fahsa, and
shafoot. With these new skills I have
new hope to find a job and sustain a
dignified living,” he said.

Yaseen is one of 15 male and female
refugees who have just graduated from
the cooking course. This is the sec-
ond cooking course ADRA has run,
and they will repeat it depending on
the demand and suitability of trainees.
According to Sam Vliet, project man-
ager at ADRA ,the graduates are then
connected with potential employers
through the graduation ceremony and
in other ways.

The latest such event took place at
the end of January and was attended
by businessmen, employers and human
resource managers from restaurants
and hotels. The food served at the cer-
emony was made by the graduates as a
way of displaying their skills.

“It is good food and they cook very
well,” said one of the guests who was
eating during a group launch cooked
by the trainee refugee chefs.

Assisting refugees to start again

The program at ADRA which started
one year ago offers different training
courses for refugees. Vliet explained
that this program came as a response
to a common problem shared by many
young refugees who “want to work and
start a respectful life, but do not have
adequate education or training.”

“So we did research of the Yemeni
labor market to see what kind of train-
ing we can give them in which they
have more opportunities for work,” he
added.

The research identified restaurants
and the cooking industry as potentially
able to accommodate the trained refu-
gees, so ADRA hired a chef to train
suitable candidates who are selected
based on an interview to identify their
preferences and the talents of candi-
dates.

Yet even such a successful program
has its challenges. Vliet complained
that some Yemenis do not want to hire
Somali refugees because of a com-
mon stereotype about their personal

hygiene. Therefore, the program also
addresses issues of cleanliness and per-
sonal hygiene.

“One of our tasks is to show to Ye-
meni employers that we have some
quite good people,” said Vliet.

Fathi Eshak, a Yemeni businessman
has already had a positive experience
with the graduates of this program
through hiring a Somali refugee to
work as an accountant in his company.

He had already sought candidates
through a recruitment agency and re-
ceived 30 CVs. By chance, he also
received a CV from a graduate of the
ADRA accounting training program.

“All of the candidates were very
good, yet the best was the applicant
from ADRA,” said Eshak, so he hired
him. At the moment Eshak’s company
is looking for a secretary and he told
ADRA that if they have some candi-
dates, they can send them to him for
employment.

Diversified portfolio

Over the last year about 40 people
found employment in different sec-
tors such as ticketing in travel agencies
and mobile maintenance centers. Some
refugees after being trained in mobile
maintenance have started their own
businesses.

The center also offers other courses
in computer skills and Arabic and Eng-
lish classes.

There is a similar project in Aden,
but the refugee population is different,
so refugees there are offered training
courses according to the needs of the
local labor market, according to Vliet.

Currently, around 400 students are
being trained at ADRA’s center in
Sana’a in various disciplines.

Ahmed Sallam, a field coordinator
who is responsible for vocational train-
ing at the center told the Yemen Times
that the program aims to provide voca-
tional training for refugees from differ-
ent nationalities in Yemen, including
Somalis and Ethiopians. The vocational
training covers many courses including
first aid, mobile maintenance, driving
heavy equipment and travel ticketing.

“The center provides such training
courses for refugees coming to Yemen
having no skills and who are dependent

YT photo by Malak Shaher

Fifteen male and female refugees graduated last week from a cooking training course held by ADRA. They are now

chefs looking for employment.

on others. Training will assist them to
find jobs.”

Part of the training program is to
bring trainees to real workplaces to get
experience as well as to recognize the
work environment in Yemen, accord-
ing to Sallam.

“We ask donors to continue their
support of such programs... There are
many refugees who had no source of
income and they were trained and got
jobs and now they are sending money
to their families,” he explained.

He complained that because all
training courses at the center are free
of charge, some refugees do not take it
seriously and attend just to pass time

“In 2010, we received many refugees
who just attended one or two weeks of
the course and left before finishing it,

despite the course costing thousands of
USD,” he said.

“As such good opportunities are
available, they should gain benefit from
them until the end,” he said. “Yemenis
themselves basically do not have such
opportunities.”

Vocational training courses at the
center are available for all refugees
from different ages, except the driving
heavy equipment course that does not
accept children under 16, according to
Sallam. He explained that each course
has its own requirements according to
age, space and desire.

Future plans

Over the rest of this year, the center
plans to begin health courses on nurs-
ing and midwifery, but these kind of

courses require the trainee to have a
secondary school certificate, according
to Sallam.

He said that computer networking
courses will also be offered soon at the
center, including advance level courses
from CCNA (Cisco Certified Network
Associates) and MCSE (Microsoft
Certified Systems Engineer). But these
courses require trainees to have a good
background in computer skills and the
basics of computer networking.

Sallam said that the center informs
refugees on vocational training courses
through distributing leaflets among the
refugee community, but he confessed
that the center is still weak in this re-
gard. Many refugees may have no idea
that such good and free services are
available to them.

Cars and vendors dominate sidewalks, push pedestrians to the streets

Story and photos by: Ayham Al-Otoom

stroll down any one of

Yemen’s major thorough-

fares can be a bit perilous

at times. Part of the reason

hat foot traffic can often
cause the backup of an entire street is be-
cause there is often no space set aside for
pedestrians. A unique phenomenon takes
place in the streets of Sana’a as streets of-
ten meld in with storefronts, taking away
any space for sidewalks in Sana’a. Street
vendors often struggle with the lack of
space.

Moneer Al-Areefi, 22, is a street vendor
who can usually be found at the beginning
of Hael Street. The money he earns goes
towards finishing his studies. “I put my
goods on the street to make a living,” said
Al-Areefi. Although he understands that
he’s blocking the sidewalk, “These are
my circumstances. What can I do?”

He said that, “The municipality has
forbidden me from taking up sidewalk
space, but if I give them YR 1,000 or YR
1,500, they leave me alone. Sometimes
they take goods that cost YR 500 or YR
1,000.”

Ahmed Al-Wesabi is also a vendor in
Hael Street. Outside of his main shop,
he sells fruits and vegetables on the side-
walk. “It is true that I put my goods on
the sidewalk,” said Al-Wesabi, “but I
consider it to be an extension of my
store. I’'m not like others who put all of
their goods on the street. I don’t have any
problems with the municipality because I
give them money to chew qat. They leave
me alone.”

Mohammad Al-Baadani, 24, has a
Bachelor of Arts in business. Although
he is married and has children, he has
been unable to find a job in his field of
expertise, so he works as a street vendor
in Ali Abdualmughni Street. He receives
approximately YR 2,000 per day to pay
for his family’s needs and for the rent. He
reemphasizes what others have said — that
the municipality leaves him alone if he
gives them money.

Hamid Abdu Ali, 50, has 15 children.
He arranges his goods — mostly watches
and watch parts — beside the post office
in Tahrir Square. He also earns YR 2,000
per day, except for what he pays the mu-
nicipality to leave him alone.

Dhaef Allah Ali Ahmed, 22, has fin-

Street vendors taking up sidewalk space force a man and his child to walk into traffic. While also

dangerous, this creates further road congestion

ished high school. He is married and has
two children. He sells raisins in Kiada
Street to pay for the needs of his family,
his mother and his sister. He says that
hard circumstances have forced him to
work such a job.

He added that if the municipality catch-
es him selling raisins even once, they will
kick him from the street. If they catch him
a second time, they will seize his goods,
and he will not be able to retrieve them
unless he pays YR 5,000. Otherwise, he
will be thrown in prison.

Om Ahmed is an elderly woman of 70
years who sells eggs and margarine in
Kiada Street. She works to earn her own
living because her husband has passed
away and her two children have forgotten
her. She said, “Some days I manage to
sell things. Other days, there are no cus-
tomers. The municipality doesn’t bother
me because I am old and they understand
my difficult circumstances.”

Abdullah Hosen Al-Jadabi’a is an ele-
mentary school student in the third grade.
He walks through the middle of Al-Rakas
Street to get to school because there is
usually no space on the sidewalk. Recog-
nizing that this is dangerous, he chooses
the sidewalk whenever it happens to be
empty.

Safa Ahmed carries her baby girl and
walks through the middle of a congested
street every day. “There are many side-
walks,” she said, “but they are completely
occupied by street vendors. I am afraid
that my child might slip from my arms
and get hit by a car.”

Zakarya Al-Synidar said that he walks
in the streets because there is no space on
the sidewalk. Street vendors’ goods have
made it difficult to walk, and unless he
chooses to walk amongst them, he usually
prefers to walk in the streets.

Dares Mohammed is a student. He
asked, “How can I walk on the sidewalk
while all of the store owners sell their
goods in the street? This affects every-
one. My nephew was recently hit by a
car because of this problem. Fortunately,
it was only a minor injury.”

Ali Edrees, head of the markets in Al-
Wahida District, said, “Selling goods on
the street is illegal and causes bystand-
ers to stop, holding up traffic. We play
our role by making sure that store own-
ers pledge not to sell their goods on the
sidewalk. Also, if a vendor doesn’t have a
store, we seize their goods and make them
pay a fine as well. The law explicitly for-
bids vendors from using the sidewalks
and main roads for private purposes, and

into the road

if someone goes against the law, they
must pay YR 3,000. If they fail to pay on
time, the fine is raised to YR 5,000.”

He added, “Those who build with a li-
cense have the right to take up one-third
of the street and to build a fence around
their store. However, if they end up clos-
ing the whole street, we apply the law and
do the same as we would with street ven-
dors who take up the sidewalk.”

First Assistant for Traffic Saleh Abdu-
allah also referred to the problem, stating
that the sidewalk is supposed to be a path
for pedestrians. “Some drivers park their
cars on the sidewalk because they are
careless,” he said. “This is considered a
violation and it will cost them YR 5,000.
If the car owner happens to be away from
his vehicle, then we tow the car to the traf-
fic office.”

Abdualsalam Al-Garadi is an engineer
and the vice-manager of the labor office.
He emphasizes that all sidewalks fall
under the jurisdiction of the General Au-
thority of Land and Space. When the au-
thority plans a street, it leaves a space of a
meter or two on each side, so as to create a
sidewalk. The exact space depends on the
width of the street — the wider the road,
the wider the sidewalk. He said that the
construction of sidewalks used to be con-

ducted by the city, according to local au-
thority and law. Now it is executed by the
Labor Office of the Capital Secretariat.

Engineer Abdualateef Al-Wali, vice-
manager of the Labor Office in Al-Wahi-
da District, stated that there are a series of
steps that citizens must take if they wish
to build on a sidewalk, including applying
for a license. The Labor Office acts as in
a supervisory role so as to execute general
building plans and to prevent any build-
ing violations. When a citizen applies for
a building or fencing license, the Labor
Office sends an engineer to the location.
He is then expected to submit a report that
will determine the building parameters.
The citizen is then obliged to agree upon
the engineer’s general plan. These legal
hurdles are in place so as to ensure the
public’s safety. If the landowner ends up
violating any part of the aforementioned
agreement, the Labor Office initiates a
two-step procedure to address the prob-
lem.

First, the Labor Office notifies the
builder about the violation and defines the
number of days the builder has to address
the violation himself.

Second, if the builder fails to address
the violation, the Labor Office steps in to
address the problem itself.

Cars parking on the sidewalk, especially in front of popular restaurants and shops, force pedestrians

If violations already exist prior to new
construction, the Labor Office will advise
the builder on how to fix the problem.
This usually entails the builder submitting
documented proof to a prosecutor, stating
that the problem has been resolved. The
prosecutor will then submit the docu-
ments to court, which will finally approve
the builder’s right to proceed with his
plans.

Al-Wali confirmed that because the
Yemeni president has stressed the neces-
sity of decentralization and broad powers
to local government, the Labor Office has
passed the responsibility of monitoring
construction from the Technical Affairs
Section to the various city districts. The
districts have since formed teams that are
required to assess construction projects
— including the repair of old sidewalks —
and to plan their execution.

Tofik Al-Baham, manager of the Au-
thority of Land and Space in Sana’a,
emphasized that, “We do take into con-
sideration those who use sidewalks on a
regular basis when we plan the construc-
tion of a street. Each street has its own
unique building criteria, including its
width, its expected levels of vehicular
traffic, and its expected levels of pedes-
trian traffic.”
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The West’s policy towards the Arab
world must change

By: Abdul Dayem Mubarez
admubarez@yahoo.com

estern governments’

apprehensions  to-

wards recurrent at-

tempts at change in

Arab countries can
easily be understood, given their long
held view that only under allied regimes
can their interests be ensured. Thus,
these governments have for decades sup-
ported stagnant and dictatorial regimes
in the area in the face of any potential
change, and in many cases against the
legitimate rights of the people for self
determination. Stability in those Arab
regimes were given priority over demo-
cratic rights, which are supposedly sac-
rosanct to the West.

The West’s hesitation to support the
recent Egyptian uprising is a case in
point. Both the US administration and
the EU reacted cautiously at first to the

protesters’ demands for a change. As the
mass protests grew stronger and persist-
ed further, these governments expressed
some views still in vague terms. They
were clearly caught in a very uncomfort-
able position. On the one hand, they saw
a genuine movement towards a demo-
cratic regime in Egypt which may herald
a democratic change in the Arab world
— an idea they had cherished and hoped
for throughout the last two decades. As
a matter of fact, the US explained its
invasion of Iraq partially by the need to
change the dictatorial regime of Saddam
Hussien into a democratic system which
Washington hoped would have a chain
effect throughout the entire region.

Indeed people in the Arab world are
disappointed by the performance of their
regimes and are yearning for the full en-
joyment of basic human rights and good
governance.

On the other hand, the same govern-
ments, the US in particular, did not wish

to see Mubarak — who proved to be a re-
liable ally in the area — go at this point.
They feared if they openly supported
popular movements against some rulers,
Western governments may risk losing
some of their interests including the se-
curity of Israel. Instability in the region
would, according to this logic, threaten
the vested interests of the West in the
Arab world.

The collapse of two important allies
in Tunisia and Egypt within one month
has caused a feeling of uncertainty on
the part of the US and the leading EU
members as to their influence in the re-
gion. By now one thing has became clear
though, change in the the Arab world is
inevitable. Ongoing mass demonstra-
tions and protests in some Arab capitals
is an unmistakable sign to the domino
effect of the Tunisian and Egyptian up-
risings.

It is about time concerned Western
governments change course and sup-

port the legitimate aspirations of the
Arab public, instead of maintaining the
tyrants and dictators. Fearful of being
abandoned by the West, some of these
rulers have recently been claiming that
extremism, terrorism and chaos will
reign in their respective countries should
the evolving uprisings be allowed to
succeed.

In this context, US President Obama’s
statement following the departure of
Mubarak is a source of optimism. He
stressed the will of the Egyptian peo-
ple to shape their destiny, including
of course relations with other nations.
Many in the Arab world are looking
forward to seeing how this vision will
impact on US foreign policy behavior
towards the situations in their countries.
Hopefully the West has realized by now
that supporting the peoples’ aspirations
is the best policy — the right way to en-
sure their vested interests in the area and
encourage democratic change as well.

The Yemeni Facebook revolution

By: Boshra Al-Maktari
Al-Nida’a Newspaper

fter two years of studying
as an undergraduate stu-
dent, nothing makes me
angrier than listening to
our president’s speeches
and ‘initiatives’. Yet recently, my anger
has transformed into a desire to be res-
cued from this life — a life that is unwor-
thy of being lived, in which I am obliged
to turn a blind eye to official injustice. I
have tried shutting my ears to everything
around me, but the president’s voice is
like a broken record, repeating the same
official nonsense again and again.
During the Egyptian revolution, I had
to take regular doses of Aspirin to con-
trol my rising blood pressure. In Yemen,
the president continues to claim that our
politics are not like those found in Tu-
nisia or Egypt. He claims that Hamid
Al-Ahmer is the very worst alternative

to his own rule. He claims that if we
even think of change, the country’s com-
peting tribes will tear us apart. Someone
who is in power should not make such
provocative statements.

In short, the president is trying to
convince us that our situation is very
dire. He wants us to believe that his ex-
istence is necessary and that he is some
sort of protective god — the only man
in the country who can guarantee secu-
rity, stability and development. He says
that if we’re willing to follow him for
just a few more years, all of the hidden
achievements of his 33-year rule will be
made clear.

In the halls of Parliament, our presi-
dent appears as a sort of Santa Claus —
a man with a tender heart, who under-
stands the opposition’s grievances. He
may well understand the opposition’s
demands — if the opposition is defined
as the Joint Meeting Party (JMP) — but
the JMP does not represent all of Ye-

men. The president does not understand
the demands of the people. Things are
changing in Yemen and neither the pres-
ident nor his consultants have realized it
yet.

The Yemeni Facebook Revolution,
however, has the power to overturn all
of the calculations made by this stag-
nant political scene. It has the power
to make us laugh at the president more
than Dehbash, that famous character
in the comedy show who, with all due
respect to actor Adem Saeef, kept the
General People’s Congress (GPC) on
its toes and made political analysts hold
their breaths.

For the past several years, our presi-
dent has stifled our dissent and caused
our arteries to constrict. He has op-
pressed the opposition — attacked them
and stigmatized them — and arrested
journalists and political activists. Yet
here he is today, opening his heart to
dialogue, delaying elections, creating
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opportunities for the unemployed and
annulling the university fees that have
broken the backs of students for far too
long. Here he is calling for reconcili-
ation, a president who has spent years
strangling the opposition while smok-
ing sheesha in his own personal seventh
heaven. Our president, who has already
ruled for 33 years, has considered the
opposition to be a back of feral dogs
wearing dark glasses. He seems to for-
get that history will repeat itself in Ye-
men and that it is too late for such tender
words, which we hoped he would speak
many years ago.

The gifts he is promising are not
enough for us to accept the nightmare
of his continued rule, or of the rule of
his sons, son-in-laws or relatives. Such
anesthesia will no longer work in the Ye-
meni situation.

We are no longer persuaded by the
president’s fear mongering regarding
Hamid Al-Ahmer, because today, we
don’t want Ali Abdullah Saleh or Hamid
Al-Ahmer. Don’t drag us into another
civil war and don’t set the tribes against
one another.

Our president does not seem to see
that the Yemeni Facebook Revolution
will come into being slowly and quietly,
and that it’s leaders will only gradually
come into being. Yemeni youth and in-
tellectuals are capable of working the
same miracles that occurred in Egypt
and Tunisia because the barrier of fear
has finally been broken.

Indeed, fear is very far away for most
Yemeni youth. Today, we want to say
to the president: the time for laughing,
playing and pain-killers has ended. Your
time has ended. We don’t want any more
quick fixes. We want you to pay for all
the crimes you have committed against
our fathers and brothers — for the po-
litical detentions and the assassinations,
from our former president Al-Hamdi un-
til today. We want compensation, both
physical and psychological, for each
and every drop of blood that was spilled
during the 1994 civil war, and for each
and every drop that is being spilled in
Sa’ada, Aden, Radfan, Al-Habeleen and
Shabwah. We want your era to end. If
Allah should allow it, we suggest that
you make a list of every wound you have
inflicted. Then, if you want forgiveness,
find a sponge and wipe clean the memo-
ries of every Yemeni who has ever expe-
rienced oppression and hunger, from the
north all the way to the south.

Can you do this? Personally, I don’t
think so, because our memory can never
be scrubbed clean.

Our battle with
the corrupt

By: Abdualaziz Al-Haygam

octors say that prevention is

better than a cure, and the

security apparatus say that

preventive procedures can

frustrate terrorism and de-
stroy their operations that target the peace
and security in our country. The politicians
and advisors are telling their leaders and
those who love their country about preven-
tive procedures and early cures to avoid
slipping into a further mess.

I remembered a historical statement that
President Ali Abdullah Saleh said in re-
sponse to a question asked by an interviewer
from Al-Jazeera channel about democracy
and freedom, one that went to the extent of
criticizing and directly accusing the presi-
dent. He said, “Allah won’t connect two
difficult things — poverty and silencing.”

That was the wisdom of silencing and
the suppression of feelings and dealing with
people using the police that has lead people
to cause what is now occurring in many
countries. Because the patient could stand
for a long time, but then could not continue.
The patient had a limit. That is what hap-
pened when the people’s anger exploded in
Tunisian and Egypt.

Not silencing people is a good preventive
procedure to prevent reaching an explosive
situation. Today’s demand is to go forward
with preventive procedures with wisdom
which will answer the public’s expecta-
tions, establish reparation, maintain the
stability and prevent our reaching a mass
reaction.

To be honest with ourselves, our country
and our leaders, we should advise others and
see what happened in Tunisian and Egypt
in an aware and honest way. We shouldn’t
cheer for mess and expect explosions. Also,
we shouldn’t say that what happened there
is not our concern, and everything cannot
take us to a point where there is no way
back.

We should be honest with the president
and say that it is the time for another histori-

cal saying: Allah won’t connect two diffi-
cult things — poverty and corruption.

Yemenis in general agree upon one thing,
which is that people want the corruption to
stop. Poverty and unemployment cannot
be ended in a few days by a magic wand.
But the president can raise a strong wand
against the corrupt that provoke the people’s
feelings, and create a fed up situation that
cannot be cured unless there are reparations
that can lead to the fulfilling of the people’s
needs and hopes.

I asked people from one of the governor-
ates of Yemen about the current situation in
the country and what is happening in the
area and their response was: “No one hates
the president, and if you look for those
who insult him you will find that none of
the simple ordinary people do, because the
president has accomplished great achieve-
ments for the country. But it is the corrupt
people who insult and cause the greatest
damage to the president.” I asked them how.
They answered, “We know that he doesn’t
have the time to come to our governorate
and follow every small and big problem in
it, because he has a whole country of issues
to follow. So he gives us another respon-
sible man to control and take care of this
governorate. Unfortunately, this governor
is a bad and corrupt person, and the people
have suffered from that to reach an unbear-
able situation. So when we talk or present
acts of resistance, we don’t direct them at
the president himself. It is the opposite we
are doing. We are looking for him to listen
to our complaints, and take away the power
from that corrupt governor or the respon-
sible men. And that can also be applied to
other governorates.

So this is the sound of the people in the
whole country. They put their trust in the
president, but they demand the taking away
of the trust and confidence from all the cor-
rupt people who are not living up to their
responsibility. Also to punish them and take
them to court so that they can be an example
for others. Either the corrupt to go to hell, or
the country goes to the abyss.

London, Yemen,
and Plumpy’nut

By: William Lambers

ondon has hosted many impor-

tant conferences over the years.

Herbert Hoover received an in-

itation to one of them almost

immediately after arriving in

Britain in April 1946. His invitation was to

an emergency conference on European food
supplies in the aftermath of World War II.

Hoover, then serving as the U.S. food am-
bassador, made a speech at the conference.
He urged action, particularly child feeding
for the war-torn countries. Hoover said,
“The rehabilitation of children cannot wait.
It cannot be postponed until some other day.
They are not like a bridge or a factory. They
lose ground every day that is lost.”

Infant children, without proper nutri-
tion in the first 1,000 days, can suffer last-
ing physical and mental damage. That is a
key theme of an upcoming conference in
London which will focus on malnutrition
in Yemen.

Yemen is often in the headlines because
of the terrorist elements that plague their so-
ciety and threaten the United States. More
recently, Yemen has also been in the news
because of protests by the citizenry against
their government.

Less often, though, do you hear of the
terrible malnutrition that afflicts the popu-
lation, with its greatest impact on infants.
The UN World Food Programme says that
“half of Yemen’s children are chronically
malnourished.”

The Yemen malnutrition conference will
analyze the crisis at hand, what is being
done, and the way forward to ending mal-
nutrition in Yemen. It is problem-solving
for the greatest of all threats to Yemeni soci-
ety: hunger and malnutrition.

ABC News recently presented a special
highlighting the miracle food plumpy’nut

and how it can save children from danger-
ous levels of malnutrition. Well, plumpy is
something Yemen is in dire need of, and it
would not cost very much, relatively speak-
ing, for them to get it.

UNICEEF and the UN World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), with enough funding,
could treat severely and moderately mal-
nourished Yemeni children. Dr. Wisam
Al-timimi of UNICEF said late last year
that “about $31 million will be needed to
address both moderate and severe malnutri-
tion country-wide.”

WFP needs about $23 million for
its plumpy plan to feed small children.
Georgia Warner of WFP says, “270,000
children (6-59 months) would receive tar-
geted supplementary feeding (supplemen-
tary plumpy) and 412,000 children (6-24
months) would receive blanket supplemen-
tary feeding (plumpy’doz).” This is part of
an overall WFP operation aimed at increas-
ing food security amidst high food prices,
feeding displaced war victims, and rehabili-
tating agriculture.

Getting these supplies is the first step,
but then you have to also look toward long-
term solutions. Minds have to meet, but co-
operation between the Yemeni government
and the international community must also
be forged. There must be political will. With
that will come some much-needed funding.

‘When Hoover spoke in London in 1946,
there was a threat of millions of Europe-
ans facing starvation. Food supplies were
mustered and a European reconstruction
program, the Marshall Plan, started in 1948.
The organization UNICEF was formed dur-
ing this time period. Child feeding and reha-
bilitation became a top priority.

The Yemen malnutrition conference is
being hosted by UNICEF and the Yemen
Forum on February 22nd at the Chatham
House in London.
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BEIJING , Feb. 21, 2011 — Locals celebrate the victory of Uganda’s incumbent
President Yoweri Museveni in Friday’s general election in Kampala Feb. 20, 2011.
Uganda’s Electoral Commission (EC) on Sunday declared incumbent President

Xinhua/Mohamed Kadri (wjd)

Xinhua/Fadi Arouri (xhn)

Yoweri Museveni as the winner of Friday’s general election.

ALGIERS, Feb. 19, 2011 — Protestors takes part in a rally organized by National Coordination for
Change and Democracy (CNCD), the non-recognized opposition group, in Algiers, capital of Algeria,
Feb. 19, 2011.

Xinhua (zw)

RAMALLAH, Feb. 20, 2011 — Palestinian Fatah supporters
take part in a rally to support Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas and to protest the U.S. veto, in the West Bank
city of Ramallah, on Feb. 20, 2011. About 2000 Palestinians
demonstrated Sunday against the U.S veto in the United Na-
tions Security Council against a draft resolution condemning

Xinhua/Ayman Nobani (zw)

which falls on Feb. 23.

Jewish settlement in the occupied Palestinian territories.

MINSK, Feb. 20, 2011 — Belarusian soldiers re-enact a battle
between Soviet Union and Nazi Germany during the World
War Two, in the suburbs of Minsk, Belarus, Feb. 20, 2011. The
historical re-enactment was held to mark the Soviet Army Day

KARACHI, Feb. 21, 2011 — Pakistani rangers take part in a search operation in southern
Pakistani port city of Karachi, on Feb. 21, 2011. Rangers arrested more than 100 suspects

amid crackdown launched in New Karachi.

Xinhua/Jia Ce (ly)

MOGADISHU, Feb. 20, 2011 — The weapons
and ammunition captured by Islamist Al Sha-
baab movement are seen in Mogadishu, Soma-
lia, Feb. 20, 2011. Al Shabaab presented to the
media the bodies of a Somali government soldier
and an AU peacekeeper they said were killed in
the battle during the past two days in Mogadi-
shu and the cache of weapons and ammunition
which they claimed to have captured in the last-
est fighting with the government and AU forces.

YUHUAN, Feb. 20, 2011 — An inclined
South Korean fishing vessel is towed to-
ward Kanmen Port of Yuhuan County,
east China’s Zhejiang Province, Feb. 20,
2011. The inclined fishing vessel, found
near Kanmen Port on Thursday, was
towed to the port safe and sound Sunday.
No crew was detected sunk near the site
where the vessel has been found.

NABLUS, Feb. 20, 2011 — Palestinians erect a tent after their
makeshift houses were demolished by Israeli army in the
West Bank Village of Kherbet Tana, near Nablus, on Feb. 20,
2011. Israeli bulldozers pulled down Sunday about 14 make-
shift houses that belong to Palestinian farmers near Nablus.

Invitation for Public Tender No. ( 1) Of
[2011]

Yemen Public Radio & TV Corp. here announces its desire to invite to the Public Tender
No. (1/2011) (Source of Funding: Government 100%)

For supplying, installing, testing, commissioning, hand-over and guarantee of high quality
TV studio Equipment (Turnkey) for Aden Satellite Channel.

specialized and Eligible manufacturers and suppliers who are willing to participate in this
Tender shall submit their written applications during the official working hours to:
Yemen Public Radio & TV Corp’s Head Quarter, Project Department, Yemen Public Ra-
dio & TV Corp

Al-Hasaba Area, Beside the Ministry of Public Health & Population, P.o.Box: (2182)

Tel: 00976-1-231184/230752 Fax: 00976-1-230761

To receive Bidding Documents for an amount [US$ 100] one hundred US Dollars, non-
refundable. The deadline for selling Bidding Documents will be on Wednesday [16 / 03
/2011].

Bids shall be submitted in sealed envelopes addressed to Yemen Public Radio & TV Corp
(YCRTYV) in an envelope sealed with red wax inpdicating Tender No., and the date and
time of Bid opening. The following documents must be contained in the bid:

1. An unconditional Bank Guarantee for a lump sum amount) of (US$44,000). Bank
guarantee has to be in the form provided in the bidding documents and valid for 120
days from date of Bid Opening. Bank guarantee may be substituted with a payable
cheque.

Valid tax certificate for the Year 2011 .

Valid Insurance Certificate for the Year 2011.

A copy of Zakat Registration Card for the year 2011.

A copy of Sales Tax Registration Card for the year 2011.

A copy of the Profession License for the year 2011, valid for the same period and

during contract execution.

7. Prospective bidders may inspect Bidding Documents before purchasing during the
working hours no later than 20days from the date of Tender announcement.

SR ED

Bids shall be submitted to the Secretariat of Tenders and Auctions Committee in Ye-
men Public Radio & TV Corp’s Head Quarter not later than [11:00 am] on Monday
21/March/2011]. Bids received after the deadline for submission will be returned un-
opened.

Bid Opening will take place at Chairman of Board office, 3rd Floor, Public Radio & TV
Corp’s Head Quarter, in presence of bidders or their authorized representatives.
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William Lambers on malnutrition and hunger in Yemen

“Yemen needs its own treaty to end the conflict in the North once and

for all”

William Lambers is a journalist and author who decided to use his
writings to advocate against world hunger.

Driven by passion and willingness to know more about hunger in the
world, Lambers has extensively read and written about food issues in
many countries from Bhutan to Yemen.

In his 2009 book “Ending World Hunger: School Lunches for Kids
Around the World,” Lambers examines through over 50 interviews, how
a number of international food organizations are implementing school

feeding programs.

His following book published in 2009 ‘“The Roadmap to End Global
Hunger,” also features interviews with specialists on food and hunger
issues and summarizes their collective knowledge to come up with a

roadmap to ending global hunger.

Although he has never been to Yemen, Lambers has read and
interviewed many people on the hunger problem in this country and
has commented regularly on this issue trying to direct attention to this

immanent crisis.

Interviewed by: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

About your current work and affilia-
tion with fighting global hunger

I have several feature columns running
which cover global hunger and I also
write opinion pieces for newspapers and
web sites.

What is the main source of informa-
tion you get on hunger/ food security/
malnutrition in Yemen?

My main sources of information are the
UN World Food Program, UNICEF,
FAOQ, and also various news reports that
come from Yemen.

Where did you first hear about Yemen
and in what context?

Yemen was one of the countries profiled
in my book Ending World Hunger. The
World Food Program was operating a
take-home ration program which is de-
scribed in the interview.

Some time after the book was pub-
lished, I received word that the Yemen
program had been suspended because of
lack of funding. The World Food Pro-
gram depends on voluntary donations
from governments and private citizens to
fund its operations.

Rations had also been reduced for the
victims of the Sa’ada War.

It was about that time that I started to
include more coverage of Yemen in my
columns and that gradually increased in
2010 as I began to receive regular infor-
mation about all aspects of the hunger
relief mission which includes: 1.) rations
for displaced war victims in Northern
Yemen 2.) relief for families suffering
from high food prices 3.) nutritional sup-
port for mothers/children and 4.) aid to
refugees from Somalia.

To this day, the WFP hunger relief
mission in Yemen remains low on fund-
ing.

What can you summarize is the prob-
lem of food in Yemen?

With the history of conflict in the north
and the damage it causes to families and

William Lambers

setbacks to agriculture. The World Food
Program has a Food for Work plan to
help make improvements to agriculture
in Yemen. You will hear more about
this in the coming months. The Yemen
project will focus on “protection of ag-
ricultural land, reclamation of land and

School girls in Hajjah collect WFP take home food ration

their communities, which is obviously
going to disrupt food supply networks
and nutrition. People have lost their live-
lihoods.

Yemen has to import a lot of food as it
cannot feed the whole population through
its agriculture. So with food prices being
high globally, that causes great harm to
Yemen. Right now, families in Yemen
are spending about 30 percent of their
monthly income on bread alone. With
so many families living on about 2 dol-
lars a day, this is devastating.

There are natural disasters like flood-
ing and drought which occur and cause

repair of roads and irrigation systems.”
WEFP does a lot of work around the world
to help small farmers so this can be the
case in Yemen as well. Even something
as relatively simple as better storage fa-
cilities can save more of the food that is
grown.

The WFP has not been able to con-
tinue with the school feeding program
in Yemen due to shortage in funding.
What other programs have you heard
of are happening in Yemen that could
compensate for this?

The purpose of the school feeding was

to provide a ration and encourage atten-
dance at school. Without the program, at-
tendance at school drops and a ration for
the whole family is lost. I am not aware
of any other programs that are taking its
place at least in terms of accomplishing
both of those objectives. Now UNI-
CEF has programs for developing child
friendly schools and Save the Children
is doing this as well. So there are efforts
underway to help Yemen build its educa-
tion system.

What needs to happen is a full system
of school feeding and take home rations
for every child in Yemen.

At least 40 percent of Yemeni children
are malnourished. Is it because Yemen
does not have any natural resources?
What are your views on this issue?

It really seems to be a combination of
many factors, whether it’s the high food
prices, lack of education and literacy,
conflict and poverty. That seems to be
the case with many countries. One thing
leads to another. It’s hard to break the cy-
cle. If you live in poverty, you struggle
to get the right foods and children can
suffer malnutrition and have less resis-
tance to disease. In some cases, mothers
are not educated to look for the signs of
malnourishment, and treatment may be
delayed. There may not be health facili-
ties close by.

How do you compare Yemen to other
countries you have surveyed?

Yemen has more of a variety of chal-
lenges than some of the other countries.
But it also is receiving a lot more media
attention than other countries, although
not necessarily in the food security area.

Why do you think food insecurity and
malnutrition in Yemen don’t make
headlines compared to protests or con-
flict? What can be done about this?

A protest is a sudden, dramatic event
right out in the open, whereas hunger and
malnutrition are often a hidden condition
in small family units. In many cases,
malnutrition is a slow process occurring
over months and years.

Of course, the protests in Egypt were
driven in part by the food insecurity of
high prices. So food problems can get
coverage in that way if it’s connected to
another story. Most people probably did
not know Egypt was suffering such high
food prices until that story developed.

Also, news editors and reporters them-
selves may not be aware of the hunger
crisis in the country, or at least the ex-
tent of it. So it’s important that they learn

Refuge in Al-Mahwit to protect Yemen’s wildlife

By: Ali Saeed

he General Authority for

Environmental Protection in

Al-Mahwit has pronounced

Melhan district as a wild-

life refuge after conducting
four surveys of the district to learn more
about the geographic and environmental
features of the area.

Melhan is located in Al-Mahwit gov-
ernorate, 111 km to the north west of the
capital Sana’a. However, to reach it you
must travel from Hodeida, as no road
connects it to the governorate’s main
city.

Melhan is bounded on the west and
the south by the Hodeida governorate.
From the north, Hajja overlooks the
mountains of Melhan as if they were
about to shake hands, and to the east lies
Hufash district.

Abdo Al-Shuthumi, general director
of the Environmental Protection Au-
thority in Al-Mahwit, told the Yemen
Times that surveys conducted in 2009
and 2010 revealed a tremendous amount
biodiversity in Melhan, including wild
animals, birds and rare plants.

According to Al-Shuthumi, one of the
surveys specifically focused on verify-
ing the existence of the Arabian leopard
in the area. Four surveillance cameras
were installed in Wadi Your where the
leopard has been seen, to monitor for
the animal’s movements. The Arabian
leopard is Yemen’s national animal and
is threatened with extinction in the Ara-
bian Peninsula.

Al-Shuthumi indicated that during
field visits, they found migrant birds
from the coast of the Red Sea, such as
the American egret. Also found were
rare birds such as the Arab chicken and
others threatened with extinction due to
habitat destruction.

Some areas of the district have been
approved by Yemen’s cabinet as a wild-

Photo picaweb.com

The American egret said to be found
in Melhan by way of the Red Sea
coast

life refuge including Antar Basin, Wadi
Al-Mughub, Wadi Hatab, and Wadi
Your, according to Al-Shutimi. He em-
phasized the importance of Melhan as
a bio-diverse area that straddles several
heterogeneous geographical terrains,
including the two mountains of Shaher
and Almarka’ and hills and arable plains
that receive water from the mountains.

The environmental protection office
in Al-Mahwit is coordinating with the
Ministry of Public Works to allocate
money for the construction of an ad-
ministrative building for the refuge. The
director said that the office is negotiat-
ing with government bodies to provide
good infrastructure for the district ac-
cording to environmental criteria.

The office also will provide train-
ing courses for local inhabitants in the
refuge on how to protect wild animals
and birds, as well as planting some rare
cash crops or plants that are at risk of
extinction.

Yemen’s national animal, the Arabian leopard, is endangered with extinc-
tion. This beautiful animal also is found in Melhan

“The office will carry out a situation
needs analysis to encourage handicrafts
for both men and woman,” said Al-
Shuthumi. He added that the office also
will encourage people from the district
to utilize bio-fuels extracted from ani-
mal waste.

Al-Shuthumi said that the Melhan
wildlife refuge will soon start attracting
both local and foreign tourists who can
enjoy the unique wildlife of the area.
Twenty years ago, German tourists vis-
ited the district and were astonished by
the areas beauty and biodiversity. Tour-
ists to the district will be able to enjoy
climbing the high mountains and seeing
rare plants that do not exist elsewhere.

Urgent need of infrastructure

Many residents of the Melhan district
told the Yemen Times that the district
is in urgent need of infrastructure, es-
pecially roads, water and medical facili-
ties. Because of the rough terrain of the
district, roads are in poor condition and

only pick-up trucks can negotiate the
roads.

Local citizen Mohammad Abdo told
the Yemen Times that making Melhan a
wildlife refuge is good but the inhabit-
ants desperately need infrastructure in
the area.

“We need water. Some people here
bring water from Hodeida governorate
in jerry cans in their cars,” he said.

The 100,000 people in the district
have only one water project and less
than one percent of the population is
connected to piped water, according to
Mohammad Al-Nuzaili, director of the
rural area water projects in the gover-
norate.

David Stanton, who works as an advi-
sor at the Yemen’s Ministry of Water and
Environment and is familiar with Mel-
han told the Yemen Times that, “Melhan
is very beautiful and the people are hos-
pitable, but it is underdeveloped. They
have poor roads and no electricity in the
villages.”

more to make their coverage more com-
prehensive.

Georgia Warner of WFP had an idea
of getting more journalists in Yemen to
cover hunger issues. One way might be
for a news publication in Yemen to have
a food security section where journalists
in Yemen could have an outlet for their
work. This would encourage the sharing
of knowledge about agriculture in Ye-
men, foster exchange of ideas on how
to improve food production and allow
some journalists in Yemen to get a start
on their careers covering the issues fac-
ing their country.

Anything you like to comment on?
If you look at the United States and Ye-
men it’s so easy to see the many differ-

ences. But there are some interesting and
lesser known similarities. Take for in-
stance the conflict and displacement that
has taken place in Northern Yemen. In
the United States many years ago, along
the border area with Canada, people
were also displaced from their homes by
war. Towns were burned to the ground.
A treaty ended that war and subsequent
treaties eliminated some of the weapons
of war in the area and settled other border
disputes. Otherwise, how could those
U.S.-Canadian border areas develop if
there was a constant state of warfare.
And today Yemen needs its own treaty to
end the conflict in the North once and for
all. People need to return to their homes
and livelihoods. They need to clear mines
and weapons from the area.

HEALT
WATC

This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen
and beyond. Dr. Siva currently works at Aden Refinery Company Hospital.
Lifestyle, diseases and cancer prevention are his special interests.

By: Dr. Siva

Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his passions.

Change lifestyle,
prevent infertility

here are millions of couples around the world who battle infer-
tility. Experts are reporting a steady increase in the number of
people who are affected by this problem.
Infertility Specialist Nandita Palshetkar says that infertility
refers to the biological inability of a person to contribute to
conception. “Couples unable to conceive after 12 months of contraceptive-
free intercourse if the female is under the age of 34, or if the couple hasn’t
conceived after six months of contraceptive-free intercourse if the female
is over the age of 35, should get themselves checked. There are many bio-
logical causes of infertility, some of which may be bypassed with medi-
cal intervention. A majority of cases are caused by genetics and are not
preventable.

However, it is possible to prevent some potential kinds of infertility by
bringing about certain changes to your day-to-day lifestyle. The environ-
ment we live in has a huge impact on your potential fertility,” says Palshet-
kar. Gynaecologist and Infertility Specialist Faram Irani, says that while
most types of infertility cannot be prevented, there are a few ways in which
fertility can be improved. Overweight or underweight women experience a
higher risk of ovulation disorders.

“Weight loss should be gradual and accompanied by a balanced diet and
moderate exercise. Women following fad diets and doing strenuous activi-
ty, have decreased ovulation and increased menstrual disturbances. In men,
strenuous exercise leads to a decrease in the sperm count due to an increase
in the testicular temperature, impairing sperm production. Since consump-
tion of too much tea or coffee in a day can affect bodily functions, it is also
associated with an increased risk of miscarriages. Drugs like cocaine and
marijuana have been linked to irreparable damage and infertility in both
sexes. In India, tuberculosis is a major cause of infertility, as it destroys the
reproductive tract in both sexes if not treated early,” says Irani.

Repeated abortions or undergoing unsafe abortion leads to a higher risk
of infertility, as it can cause scarring of the uterine cavity or tubal block-
age. Pesticides, lead, heavy metals, toxic chemicals and ionising radiations
reduce fertility in both sexes.

Infertility expert Hrishikesh Pai says that knowing what compromises
one’s fertility and devising ways to avoid potential hazards is the best way
to prevent it. “Smoking has been linked to low sperm counts and sluggish
sperm movement in men, and an increase in miscarriage in women. Alco-
hol (especially binge drinking or chronic abuse), affects the fertility of both
men and women trying to conceive either naturally or through infertility
treatments. Alcohol reduces sperm counts, can interfere with sexual perfor-
mance, disrupt hormone balances and increase the risk of miscarriage.”

Moderate amount of exercise helps make a large difference in one’s
probability of becoming fertile. Avoiding excessive weight gain is one of
the best ways to prevent infertility. Early diagnosis of conditions like pel-
vic inflammatory disease, endometriosis and cervical cancer may prevent
infertility. Detection and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases helps
safeguard one’s fertility.

Gynaecologist Suman Bijlani says that a woman'’s fertility goes down
steadily with age, more so after 35. “It is better not to delay pregnancy.
Safe sexual practices, having one sexual partner and promptly treating
sexually transmitted infections are very important. Couples are increas-
ingly reporting reduced sexual frequency and interest, which is impacting
fertility negatively. Stress can throw hormones off-balance and upset ovu-
lation. PCOS, diabetes and high blood pressure, all of which are related to
obesity, and which impact pregnancy and its outcome, are unfortunately,
on the rise,” says Bijlani.

Boost your daily intake of natural antioxidants through simple dietary
modifications.

- Vitamin E is a powerful antioxidant, which improves egg quality by
preventing egg damage during the process of maturation. Dietary sources
include nuts, seeds, green leafy vegetables, cereal brans such as wheat, oat
or rice bran and vegetable oils.

- Vitamin C has been shown to better fertility in women with poor <luteal
phase’, and improve chances of implantation of the egg in the uterus. Cit-
rus fruits, strawberries, guavas, kiwi and veggies such as tomatoes, broc-
coli, cauliflower, vegetable greens and bell peppers are rich sources.

- Folic acid is an important prenatal vitamin — it prevents the incidence
of birth defects in the foetus and is essential to produce genetic material
in every cell of our body. An ideal fertility diet should contain green leafy
vegetables, coloured veggies, fruits, sprouts, nuts and seeds, beans, vegeta-
ble oils, dairy products, whole grains, fish and lean meat. Foods consumed
in their natural raw state give maximum benefit — over-cooking destroys
vital nutrients.
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Yemeni youth break stereotypes with hip hop music

By: Ola Al-Shami

aris Othrub, 14, is a primary

school student and a devoted

fan of hip hop music, a genre

that is relatively new to Ye-

meni culture. According to
Faris, bands that play this kind of music
are rapidly gaining popularity amongst
Yemeni youth. “Hip hop is considered
a new form of art in the general Arab
community and in the Yemeni com-
munity specifically. Many people don’t
care much for hip hop because of the
bad reputations of its musicians, or for
other reasons related to Yemeni tradi-
tion. This makes me upset sometimes,”
said Othrub.

Othrub added that it is often quite
difficult to start a new cultural trend, to
which community members are not al-
ready accustomed. “Most people listen
to classical music. Hip hop, however, is
a form of music that Yemeni youth find
promising and valuable.”

“In order to develop my own skills
in hip hop music, I need more time and
more practice. This is a normal process
that all famous hip hop artists— such as
Klash, Abbadi and Kawi — face in the
beginning,” said Othrub. He added that
all of these artists were terrible when
they began, but that they overcame hin-
drances through commitment and grad-
ually became famous.

“For a hip hop artist who is just be-
ginning, the only guaranteed means of
accessing the hip hop world is the In-
ternet, even if one’s audience is initially
very limited. It’s difficult to reach the

top in this form of music unless you are
distinguished by your unique style, lyr-
ics or performance,” Othrub explained.
He said that hip hop requires a great deal
of musical training.

Othrub has also managed to estab-
lish contact with several famous artists
online. “I once contacted Scor and I
learned about audio fixing from Loda,
one of the best artists in Kuwait. I've
also connected with Crazy (the king of
hip hop in Kuwait) and McNio (the king
of hip hop in Yemen). All of them have
contributed to the development of my
own unique tone.”

In the beginning, Othrub only had
a single cheap microphone, which he
used record and fix sounds, and deepen
his understanding of the genre. “After
many experiences, I have built my own
musical identity. I am now quite pro-
fessional and have registered myself on
w-394.com, a forum in which novice
rappers can contact experts and learn
from them,” Othrub said.

The Element Music Band
The Element Music Band was estab-
lished by Mokhtar Jamal and Taber
Mohammed. “We started in 2006, af-
ter wrestling a bit with our own fears.
Later on, we found others to join our
band. Our mission is to talk truthfully
about life and to deliver strong mes-
sages through our songs. Because of
our approach, we’ve got many fans and
have been given the chance to prove
ourselves in our field,” said Jamal.

The band now consists of four people
between the ages of 17 and 19: Mokhtar

Jamal, Taber Mohammed, Badea Mo-
hammed and Abdulkarim Al-Hami. In
addition to playing music, all of the
members are full-time students.

“We’ve participated in several con-
certs, including one at Al-Sabe’en Park
in Sana’a to celebrate the 22nd of May.
On August 30th last year, we were also
awarded the top prize at a talent com-
petition organized by the French Em-
bassy,” said Al-Hami.

“As a band, we’ve got many skills.
We have interesting tunes, great vocals,
talent for many different musical instru-
ments and the ability to compose lyrics
on any topic we like. We’d be lucky if
we found more opportunities, though,
because this sort of art doesn’t have
many supporters,” Al-Hami added.

Al-Hami also said that the Element
Music Band is only just beginning. He’s
looking forward to seeing the band’s first
album distributed successfully. Accord-
ing to Al-Hami, the album is about the
emotions that all human beings share in
common.

Jaba Jamz
Mohammed Hijazi is one of the found-
ers of the Jaba Jamz Band. “We estab-
lished the band in 2006 with only four
members,” said Hijazi. “However, it
now consists of over 30 artists, includ-
ing some women and various experts in
singing, break dancing, skateboarding,
video editing, directing and producing.”
Hijazi pointed out that the Jaba Jamz
has performed at many events, and
that over the past four years it has re-
ceived praise from such institutions as

The Element band

the American Embassy, the Palestinian
Embassy, the Al-Afif Foundation, the
Ministry of Culture and the New Art
Foundation.

“We record songs and videos in spe-
cial rooms at two different studios,”
said Suhail Al-Doa’eis, another founder
of the group. “We bought all of the re-
quired editing machines ourselves by

pooling our money together. We also
use the equipment to train others in song
writing, singing, dancing and skate-
boarding.”

According to Al-Doa’eis, the band
is extremely international. Indeed, its
members come from countries as var-
ied as Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Ukraine,
Russia, Canada, Palestine, the United

States, Ethiopia and Yemen. The ages
of the group’s members vary between
15 and 25 years.

“The band has progressed from be-
ing a hobby to a mission. We want to
spread awareness for freedom and peace
and we want to express the conditions
currently being faced by Arab youth,”
added Al-Doa’eis.

Honor crimes and violence against women:
A legal and social analysis

By: Ayham Al-Otoom

r. Adel Alsharjabi, a pro-

fessor of sociology at

Sana’a University, has

conducted a study about

honor crimes committed
in Yemen during the month of Decem-
ber 2005. The study was carried out on
behalf of the Arabic Shakaiq Club and
in cooperation with the Swiss Serger
Organization.

In the study, one prosecutor is quoted
as having said that about two or three
cases of honor crimes are brought to
his office every week. Although the
cases are presented as murders, there
are often honor-related motives that lie
behind them. The study also claims, on
the basis of interviews conducted with
policemen and the Judiciary, that ap-

proximately 80-85% of all honor crime
victims are women.

In 40% of all cases in which the vic-
tim is female, the woman’s husband or
relatives had severe doubts regarding
the quality of her morals. A further
25% of cases are motivated by a wom-
an’s refusal to marry the man selected
for her by her family. 20% of the time,
the female victim was allegedly caught
in a compromising situation with a
strange man, and 5% of cases involve
a woman whose virginity was suspect.
A final 5% of crimes are motivated by
other concerns and 5% of all stimuli are
unspecified.

Dr. Alsharjabi’s study suggests that
these kinds of crimes illustrate a sort
of duality in Yemeni society. The phe-
nomenon of Yemen’s modernization,
coupled with widespread changes in

social relationships, has developed
slowly over the past two decades. Yet
in spite of these shifts, poverty and
poor awareness of the law continue to
give rise to abhorrent crimes such as
honor killings.

According to 87.2% of the 78 re-
searchers interviewed by Dr. Alsharja-
bi, honor crimes are more prevalent in
cities than in villages. This is because
poor and illiterate women in urban en-
vironments are more likely to be ab-
sent from the home and busy working
amongst strange men. This absence
causes male relatives to question the
integrity of such women.

Dr. Alsharjabi’s study ends with the
following observations:

First: honor crimes are essentially
crimes within the family.

Second: the victims of honor crimes

are in most cases women.

Third: in most cases, the female vic-
tims of honor crimes are not killed for
having performed an illegal act, but
rather for not agreeing to marry the man
her family chooses for her. In addition,
a sense of doubt regarding the woman’s
honor is often a driving motive.

In concluding his study, Dr. Alsharja-
bi quotes Yemeni Article (232), which
states that if a husband kills his wife,
along with the man with whom she is
suspected of having committed adul-
tery — or if the husband’s abuse results
in either party’s disability or death — the
greatest punishment that can be leveled
iS a mere one year in prison, or even
simply a heavy fine. This law is ex-
tended not only to a woman’s husband,
but also to any one of her male rela-
tions, including her brothers or father.

Athar Foundation for Development

His life improved after
marrying an educated

women

ansoor is 40 years old. He
lives in Sana’a with his two
wives and four children and

is a public employee. Mansoor was
married Raydha, whom he had a son
and a daughter with. She was not an
educated woman. He encouraged her
to study, but she liked her situation the
way it was.

Afteralong period with his first wife
he decided to marry another women
who was educated on the same level
as himself. He met his co-worker,
Samia, and married her. Then his life
changed for the better. Mansoor had
two children with Samia. Now they
all live together, Mansoor, Raydha,
Samia and all their four children.

Mansoor notices the difference be-
tween his two wives, that Samia is
more capable of handling matters than
Raydha who isn’t educated. However,

Mansoor never thinks of leaving Ray-
dha because it isn’t her fault for be-
ing uneducated. Quite the opposite,
he loves, respects, and appreciates
her greatly. He decided to raise all his
children together.

He thought her
reading would control
him

ashed Ali is 30 years old. He
Ris married and has a son. wHe

lives in Sana’a and is a public
employee of average education.

Six years ago, Rashed got married
to his beloved, Sabah Ahmed. She
was 24 years old and after finishing
high school had done housework. She
was an aware and intellectual woman.
She understood married life well and
everyone around her loved and re-
spected her. She took care of her life,
house and her child. She was reading
during most of her free time. However,
Rashed treated her in a cruel way and

fabricated problems between them. He
thought that her reading would allow
her to control him. He used to lock
her up at home and forbid her from
mixing with other people. Finally she
had enough and went to her family’s
house. After eight months, Rashed
divorced from her and without hesita-
tion forgot all the love that had existed
between them and their child too. Sa-
bah was shocked, but she decided to
forget him. She started over, finished
her education and then got a job.

As for Rashed, he told his mother
to look for an uneducated unintel-
ligent bride. Soon they had found
Najwa, who was 19, uneducated and
did house work. Rashed hoped to feel
comfortable with his new wife.

After two weeks of marriage, Najwa
started to try and control the family’s
house. She did not respect anybody
and gossiped a lot. She inciting her
husband against his brother and even
to beat his only sister. She always re-
fused to do any housework saying that
she was too young. Najwa likes her-

Stories from Real Life

Men who marry educated women

self the way she is, and Najeeb loves
her gossiping because he is actually
just like her.

He grew tired of his
educated wife

ajeeb Ghaleb is 55 years old.
He lives in Sana’a with his
wife and works in the pri-

vate sector. He is educated, intellec-
tual, and open-minded. Najeeb always
dreamt of a girl who would love him
and change him by loving him, espe-
cially in his old age.

He lived outside of Yemen for a
long period of time. Most of his time
was spent on his work, and during that
time he never thought of love or mar-
riage. In fact, he hated the responsibil-
ity of anything relating to marriage as
he though this would restrict his free-
dom. However, when he came back to
Yemen and settled down, he thought
of marriage.

He always wished his wife to be

from Sana’a. Najeeb was originally
from Aden. After a while, he met
a girl, Ranya, whom he liked very
much. He loved her because she was
from Sana’a and for a lot of other
qualities she possessed. She was
25 years younger than he is. Ranya
works as a writer of stories, articles
and poetry. Najeeb always supported
her. Najeeb thought that the free and
strong personality that she possessed
would impact negatively on their life
later. She was also a controlling per-
son. He always thought that she never
loved him for what he is, but only for
his way of thinking and their life after
marriage.

Ranya was so happy about their
engagement. She never thought of his
looks or his old age. She was only in-
terested in his way of thinking. After a
while, many problems arose between
them and Najeeb started to think just
like any other Yemeni man who is
not open-minded. He started to fabri-
cate problems, thinking that Ranya’s
family were too greedy, and caused

By: Nawal Zaid
For the Yemen Times

to much responsibility for him in the
marriage. He compared her negatively
to the poor village girls who don’t ask
for much. Actually, village girls think
that marriage is more comfortable and
safer than the control and demands
that they experience from their fami-
lies. Najeeb found that it was better
to marry a village girl who he could
control more easily than Ranya.

After marrying a village girl, he
brought her to the city to take care
of his house and he forgot about his
marriage to an educated woman and
how it affected raising his children.
Actually, the new wife could not raise
his children well because she was still
young and could not handle her own
needs, let alone be a successful wife
and an ideal mother for her children
in the future. When her husband gets
older and is unable to work, who will
help this helpless uneducated mother
who cannot help herself? Who will
raise the children and pay for all their
needs? Actually, the victims of this
failed marriage are the children.
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Nine dead and 80 injured amidst
violent clashes in Aden

By: Nashwan al-Othmani
and Imad al-Sakkaf

he death toll in Aden has

increased to nine after a

week of violent confron-

tations between security

forces and protestors. In
addition a local authority building was
set on fire along with security patrol
cars and citizens’ vehicles in al-Man-
soura and Sheikh Othman districts of
Aden.

During the past two days a secu-
rity belt has been imposed among the
city’s districts at crossroads and street
junctions leading to the bus stop in al-
Mansoura which has been occupied by
a youth sit-in, demanding the regime
step-down.

Sources say the number of people
performing the sit-in is not large and
it varies from place to place. Sources
also state that the numbers decrease
during the day and increases remark-
ably at night. The same sources said
that trade and economic activities
have largely been paralyzed in Aden
and many shops and restaurants have
closed their doors due to the violence
taking place.

Last week a teenager named Ali al-
Khulaqi was injured in Khour Maksar
and later died of his injuries. Local
sources said that a Central Security
Forces shot Ali and his friends while
they were demonstrating near al-Jam-
houri hospital by burning tires.

According to youth activist Ala’a al-

Cars and government buildings have been set on fire amidst violent clashes in the
southern port city of Aden.

Aghbari of Aden, the reasons be-
hind the large number of recent
casualties is the absence of the
press, poorly organized demon-
strations and the fear that Aden
may fall into the hands of the
Southern separatists.

Earlier this week, security forc-
es arrested Mr. Hassan Ba Oum,
a leader of the Southern Move-
ment after breaking through the
hospital in which he was receiv-
ing treatment after suffering a
heart attck. Well-placed sources
indicate that Ba Oum was trans-
ferred to Sana’a by air.

Since the outbreak of the
protests demanding president
Saleh’s resignation, government
departments and schools in Aden
have undergone a total paralysis
while traffic has increased. Al-
Mansoura district is still com-
pletely shut by the army and cars
are unable to enter Aden between
6:00pm until 6:00am.

Khour Maksar witnessed vio-
lent actions that included burn-
ing tires and stone throwing on
al-Arish road. Gunfire was ex-
change by the army and militants
said to belong to the Abyan gov-
ernorate.

In al-Mansora the local council
building was burned in addition
to a number of vehicles among
which were vans and a patrol
car. Another local council buld-
ing was also burned in Sheikh

Othman on Friday and its member re-
signed in protest against the use of live
bullets against demonstrators and a se-
curity patrol car was subject to drive-
by shooting from an identified car re-
sulting in the injury of two soldiers.

Sira local council’s members also
resigned and that of al-Mansoura sus-
pended its activities until further notice
for the same reason.

As a part of the resignation series,
Dr. Abdul Bari Dughaish, an MP rep-
resenting consistuency 28 of Dar Sa’ad
resigned from the ruling party as the
second GPC member after Mr. Abdul
Karim Al-Aslami of Hajja governorate
to leave the party.

Women’s demonstrations
For the first time since the outbreak of

the current protests against the political
system, an all-woman demonstration in
Crater Tuesday evening led by teach-
ers, rights activists and politicians.

Sources informed Yemen Times
that some persons described as “inter-
polated” tried in vain to obstruct the
march comprised of tens of Yemen. It
was remarkable that the demonstration
included leading women from Yemen
Children League party (Ra’ai) after
the party’s express statement in Aden
last Saturday that it will join people re-
questing the political regime in Yemen
to leave. Students of Engineering Col-
lege at Aden University at al-Mulla’a
protested last Tuesday in solidarity
with the persons killed and injured in
Aden and aksed for the regime to
leave.
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