
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Mar. 1 — At least 6,000 
people gathered at Sana’a University 
on Tuesday to demand the resignation 
of President Ali Abdullah Saleh.  The 
demonstrations – which were organized 
by the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) – 
were dedicated to the individuals who 
had been killed in Aden while protesting 
peacefully.

The anti-government protesters reject-
ed all forms of negotiation and dialogue 
with the president, and were unwilling to 
accept anything short of his immediate 
departure.  Saleh, in turn, accused the 
protesters of being agents of Israel and 
the US.  “There is an operation room 
based in Tel Aviv and run by the White 
House that aims to destabilize the Arab 
world.  These protesters are nothing 
but [that operation room’s] implement-
ers and imitators,” said Saleh during a 
speech made at Sana’a University to a 
group of medical professors.

Saleh also confirmed that he would be

willing to leave his position if he were 
voted out in an early election called by 

the opposition.  “All around the world, 
it is the opposition that calls for early 
presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions,” said Saleh.  “But the opposition in 
Yemen wants neither early nor late elec-
tions.  They only want chaos.”  He then 
went on to remind Yemenis that their 
country is not Tunisia or Egypt, and that 
the opposition is leading Yemen towards 
a civil war.

According to the official White House

website, American Press Secretary Jay 
Carney expressed the US’ disapproval of 
Saleh’s accusations: “I just want to get 
the quote right.  He had this to say about 

the uprisings, about the protests that 
are taking place in Yemen.  This is the 
President of Yemen…  He said this: ‘I 
am going to reveal a secret.  There is an 
operations room in Tel Aviv whose aim 
is the destabilization of the Arab world 
and that operations room in Tel Aviv is 
run by the White House.’  Is this how 
our ally should speak about the United 
States?”

Carney has advised Saleh and other 
Middle Eastern leaders to commit their 
countries to political reform.  “We’ve 
made it clear to the leadership in Ye-
men,” said Carney, “just as we have with 

the leadership in other countries that they 
need to focus on the political reforms 
that they need to implement in order to 
respond to the legitimate aspirations of 
their people.  Moreover, we don’t think 
scapegoating will be the kind of response 
that the people of Yemen or the people of 
other countries will find adequate.”

“Soagain,” explained Carney, “I think 
the focus needs to be, in Yemen as in 
other countries, on opening up society 
and working with one’s own people to 
bring about a process that’s democratic 
and inclusive.”

Continued on page 2

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Mar. 1 — Tens of thousands 
of anti-government protesters gathered 
in ‘Change Square’ outside of Sana’a 
University as protests entered their 
nineteenth day.

Last Tuesday, ‘Change Square’ wit-
nessed ‘a day of anger’ that was staged 
in solidarity for people killed by secu-
rity forces this week because of their 
participation in protests against the 
regime.

The anti-government protesters were 
chanting, clapping and dancing while 
large speakers broadcast enthusiastic 
music. Hundreds of tents have been 
erected. The walls and tents are hung 
with cartoons and slogans that de-
nounce President Ali Abdullah Saleh as 
corrupt and a thug.

Protesters waved Yemeni flags and

some of them climbed up light poles 
and billboards to chant enthusiastically 
against the president. Female protesters 
were also taking part in the demonstra-

tion.
Protesters there say that they will not 

leave until the president leaves. They 
say that the president has two choices: 
“Either leave or be forced to leave.”

“This is the only place I can express 
my opinion without being monitored 
by political or national security. When I 
see those eager protesters, I realize that 
the regime will be overthrown by those 
heroes who come here spontaneously,” 
said Ali Abu Lohoom, a youth activist.

“I don’t want a job or money. I want 
the president to step down,” he said.

Abu Lohoom denounced the recent 
speeches by the president as ‘stupid’. 
“Our president is dying,” he said.

Redwan Masood, head of Yemen 
Student’s Union, told the Yemen Times 
that there are cases of enforced disap-
pearances of students and protesters by 
security forces.

Continued on page 2
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By: Tom Finn

SANA’A, Mar. 1 — A workshop on the 
role of local radio stations in tackling 
important social issues in Yemen was 
chaired on Monday by the Women’s 
Media Forum, in collaboration with the 
Responsive Governance Project (RGP) 
funded by USAID.

Mangers from the local radio stations 
of Lahj, Aden, Shabwa and Abyan met 
with the General Director of Radio 
and Television, Dr. Abdullah Al-Zalb, 
to share their ideas on the importance 
and potential of local radio in Yemeni 
society.

“Radio stations are a vital medium 
between local authorities and the Yemeni 
people,” said Dr. Al-Zalb, adding that 
Yemeni citizens, especially those living 
in rural areas, depend heavily on radio 
both as a way of receiving information 
and also as a means of interacting and 
participating in their societies.

There are twelve local radio stations 
in Yemen, most of them are based in 
Sana’a and all are government owned 
institutions, according to Raghda Jamal, 

a program officer at the Women’s Media

Forum (WMF).
The local radio stations cover 

national news as well as local news 
from each governorate.

“Because so many are illiterate 
they listen to the radio. It’s far more 
important than television as a means of 
communication,” said Jamal.

The WMF recently began producing 
their own radio program ‘Modern 
Yemen’, a series of 20 minute episodes 
featuring reports and interviews, which 
focus specifically on issues faced by

Yemeni women in their day-to-day 
lives.

“We have produced two series. The 
first tackled social issues such as child

marriage, addiction to qat and divorce. 
The second talked about the financial

difficulties facing Yemeni women,”

Jamal told the Yemen Times.
WMF have obtained a permit from 

the Ministry of Information allowing 
them to freely distribute their content to 
government-owned local radio stations 
across the country.

“We are the only NGO in Yemen that 

owns a private radio unit such as this. 
It’s pioneering work,” said Jamal.

Al-Zalb praised the role of the 
WMF, which also works to coach 
media personnel to contribute to local 

radio services through training courses 
funded by the RGP project.

Mr. Bery Reed, RGP director, said 
that local media could play an important 
role in building relationships between 
the Yemeni government and NGOs.

The workshop produced a number 
of recommendations that will be used 
to improve the awareness and skills 
of journalists and broadcasters, in 
particular regarding issues of health, 
education, water, economy, youth and 
women.
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‘Day of Anger’ protests 

quake Yemen

“Some injured protesters are afraid to 
go to hospital because they know that 
security forces will detain them,” he 
said.

Adel Al-Osaimi, an activist in the 
ruling party and secretary-general of 
the Yemen Student’s Union, said that 
all the students of Sana’a University 
refuse the opposition’s protests and 
call for stability. He said during a 
public meeting with the president 
in Sana’a last Tuesday, that anti-
government protesters want the 
university to be a theater for their 
demagogic actions.

However, Masood challenged the 
ruling-party officials to bring ten

students to support the president. 
“They have no student base. All 
students are eager to make change,” 
he said.

Sa’ad Al-Abasi, 17, came to 
the anti-government protests from 
Sahrab district in Taiz governorate to 
participate in the day of anger.

“I’ve come to overthrow our 
corrupt president and his regime. The 
deadline for the president leaving is 
next Friday,” he said.

Abdulmajeed Al-Zandani, a 
prominent religious leader, declared 
last Monday his support of the 
protesters at Sana’a University.

“There is no legitimacy for the 
ruler who is not acceptable to the 
people,” Al-Zandani told protesters 
last Monday.

Counter-protests have taken 
place in Al-Tahrir Square where 
thousands were chanting for 
President Saleh. Witnesses said that 
the pro-government protesters came 

by buses provided by officials of the

ruling party.
An employee in the public service, 

who wishes to remain anonymous, 
told the Yemen Times that his 
employer forced employees to attend 
pro-Saleh protests in Al-Tahrir 
Square. He said that employers 
provide buses, flags and pictures of

the president for employees to carry.
“They threaten employees with 

being laid off. I’ll not go to any 
pro-government protests, and I’m 
not afraid about the results of my 
decision,” he said.

Saleh blames US, Israeli 

conspiracy for unrest

Saleh, however, has already made 
it clear that he doesn’t need an of 
the US’ advice.  In his speech on 
Tuesday, he questioned why the US 
felt the need to be so involved in 
the Arab world.  “No one can lie to 
anyone now,” said Saleh.  “Every 
day we all hear Obama’s comments: 
Egypt don’t do this, Tunisia don’t do 
that.  What’s your business in Oman?  
What’s your business in Egypt?  Are 
you the President of the United States 
or of the Arab world?”

Abd Al-Majid Al-Zindani, the 
head of the Senior Islamic Scholars 
Council and key member of 
Yemen’s Islah party, joined the anti-
government protesters on Tuesday 
and made a speech intended to 
encourage them, telling them it’s 
their constitutional right to protest 
and reject the regime.

“[Saleh] came to power by force, 
guaranteed his stay by force and the 
only way he will leave power is by 
force as well,” said Al-Zindani.

Al-Zindani predicted that an 
Islamic caliphate will soon be created 
within the Islamic world.  “The new 
century of the caliphate is coming,” 
opined Al-Zindani.  “According to 
the latest report issued by one US 
national security organization, the 
Islamic caliphate is expected to be 
re-born by 2025.”

He also explained how the 
Egyptian revolution started small, 
but that very gradually, more and 
more people began to join the effort.  
This is how the Egyptian people 
were able to force President Mubarak 
to step down.

On Monday, President Saleh 
met with Zindani’s Senior Islamic 
Scholars Council.  Over the course 
of the mediation between Saleh and 
the opposition, the JMP announced 
their rejection of Saleh’s proposals 
and their new affiliation with the

protesters.
Tawakul Karman, one of the 

most visible Yemeni protesters 
and Director of Women Journalists 
Without Chains, commented on 
Saleh’s predicament by saying 
that today, no initiative but his 
immediate departure will suffice.

“The revolution has announced its 
complete rejection of all of Saleh’s 
initiatives and has reiterated its main 
demands: the overthrowing of the 
regime, the erasure of its myriad 
symbols and the departure of Saleh’s 
relatives from the army and security 
apparatuses,” explained Karman, 
while reading a statement written by 
key protest figures.  She then called

upon all Yemeni people to participate 
in the “revolution”.

On Tuesday, President Saleh also 
dismissed the governors of Aden, 
Hadramout, Hodeida and Lahj.
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Job Summary: 

Manage, control, monitor a variety of commercial contracts and subcontracts in accordance with company 
policies and procedures, applicable laws, and customer requirements and maintain cost, schedule and 
performance requirements and objectives. Ensure that submitted proposals are met the company regula-
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Evaluate proposals to ensure contract requirements are adequately defined and documented;•

Identify contract risks, and make recommendations to mitigate or eliminate such risks.•

Respond to complex inquiries regarding contract obligations and revisions.•

Review and manages contractual obligations of the parties and provides continual review to ensure that all terms•

and conditions are met.

Prepare and disseminates information regarding contract status, compliance, modifications, etc.•

Work in liaison with corporate departments to assist in resolving contract or schedule problems.•

Ensure that contract activities are in full compliance with legal/governmental requirements.•

Ensure familiarity with the relevant financial aspects of the contracts managed.•

Assist with preparation of additional data or correspondence as may be required by management.•

Conduct price negotiations with Clients and subcontractors.•

Analyze and review reports to ensure that costs, schedule, and performance under assigned are being controlled•

and managed within established guidelines. 

Interact with the client Contract Officers (Procurement Contract Officer and Administrative Contract Officer),•

Subcontractors, and other company representatives. 

Present a professional image of the company.•

Education:

BA degree  in Administration Management or equivalent.•

Experiences:

6 years of contract management experience.•

3 years of contract negotiation and drafting skills.•

PC. Knowledge:

M/S Applications.•

Other skills:

Strong communication (written and oral) and interpersonal skills.•

Strong organizational, multi-tasking, mathematical and analytical skills.•

Proven ability to work independently and as a team member.•

Ability to be flexible and work in a problem-solving environment•

Required Languages:

Fluent in English Languages and Excellent in writing.•

Interested, please send your C.Vs and covering letter to:

The following e-mail: energyhr@griffin-ltd.com or P.O. Box: 7292
Note (only Short listed will be contacted for the interview)

Deadline for applying is 06 /03/ 2011

Vacancy Announcement

Griffin Energy is an international company with offices world-
wide. Our main operations are managed by our offices in

Sana’a, Yemen. Griffin Energy  invites you to apply for the

positions of Contract Engineer.

By Imad Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Mar. 2 — Al-Hurria 
(freedom) Square in Taiz was crowded 
yesterday with hundreds of thousands 
of people, including many youth and 
leading JMP personalities for ‘a day of 
rage’. They are still rejecting authority 
despite the latest initiative from 
President Saleh on Monday night of 
forming a national unity government.

The opposition Joint Meeting 
Parties (JMP) in Taiz said that the day 
of rage is a consolidation of the public 
revolution, and a show of loyalty to 
the Yemeni people, “who have come 
from every plain, mountain, village 
and town seeking liberation and to 
force tyranny to leave.”

A statement released by the JMP 

denounced the killing of peaceful 
protestors in Aden and other 
governorates “in a barbarian manner 
and with retarded mentality.” They 
also requested the culprits who used a 
hand grenade against people sitting in 
the square in Taiz last week be arrested. 
The attack resulted in the death of a 
young man, Mazen Al-Bethaiji, and 
injured dozens of demonstrators.

The statement also stated that 
revolutions were not an exercise of 
revenge, rather they are meant to 
remove corruption and tyranny. It 
affirmed that the Yemeni people with

its youth, students, its national and 
political forces, in addition to NGOs, 
have all decided to follow the path of 
change that will restore Yemen, and its 
people’s dignity and honor.

The release called upon all Yemenis, 
including those in the military, 
intellectuals, scholars and the youth 
to join the revolt. It commended 
those involved in the sit-in at Al-
Hurria Square and other locations in a 
peaceful struggle in all governorates.

Sheikh Abdul Majeed Al-Zandani, 
a leading figure of the Islah party that

is part of the JMP, caused controversy 
among members and supporters of 
the JMP at the sit-in at the square. 
Al-Zandani had expressed support for 
the president’s invitation during his 
meeting with scholars last Monday, 
of extending to opposition parties 
a chance to form a government of 
national unity. The controversy 
developed into a fist fight between

some members of Islah and others 

belonging to the Socialist Party. The 
latter accused Islah of adopting a 
“foggy” stance and of being two-
faced.

Sources at the square said that 
some demonstrators had attempted to 
organize hundreds of youth to march to 
the governorate’s city hall and stage a 
sit-in there. However, other protestors 
prevented the march for fear that their 
friends would be harassed by security 
or attacked by bullies. 

Security forces have blocked access 
to Taiz City to prevent potential 
protestors from other districts from 
joining their comrades at Freedom 
Square. According to a JMP source, 
security checkpoints intercepted 
crowds that had come to join the day 
of rage from Al-Turba, Maqbana, Jabal 

Habashi and several other districts in 
Taiz.

Peace caravan to Aden blocked by 

security

A security force comprising of three 
patrol vehicles, intercepted a peace 
caravan from Al-Hurriah Square 
headed to Aden on Monday morning. 
The caravan included writers, poets, 
human rights activists and academics. 
They were to travel to Aden in 
solidarity with the youth there, and as 
a condemnation of the acts of killing 
and suppression in Aden at the hands 
of the military and security units 
working for the regime.

Ms. Bushra Al-Maqtari, a member 
of the caravan told the Yemen Times 
that the convoy was nominal, and its 

members were men of letters, activists, 
academics and politicians from all 
political parties and orientations.

“The caravan,” said Al-Maqtari, 
“was meant to confirm the unanimity

of the demand, that is, the ousting the 
regime. It was also intended to convey 
a message of accord with the youth of 
Aden, and protest against the killing 
and suppression of its people, and to 
relieve the military siege imposed on 
Aden’s towns.”

She added that the caravan had 
comprised of over 1000 participants 
who had volunteered to join, and that 
some national figures had contributed

to it. She said that blocking the caravan 
promotes succession by creating a rift 
between Yemenis in northern and 
southern governorates.

Latest developments from Freedom Square, Taiz

All UNHCR services are provided free of charge, 
including resettlement. If any person approaches 
you and asks you to pay money to receive a service 
provided by UNHCR, please do not pay - this 
person is seeking to exploit you. 

Please report any such incidents to UNHCR 
immediately.

Yemen
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All UNHCR services are free

Local radio stations to tackle social issues

Managers of local radio stations discuss their role in tackling Yemen's social 

issues on Monday in a workshop organised by the Women’s Media Forum in 

collaboration with the Responsive Governance Project, funded by USAID



By: Ayham Al-Otoom

SANA’A, Mar. 2 — Two parent-teacher 

dyslexia awareness courses have been ini-

tiated by the Belquis Development Foun-

dation (BDF) at two different schools in 

Sana’a. The courses, undertaken to raise 

awareness about the condition, “…edu-

cated participants on the concept, causes, 

symptoms and treatment methods of dys-

lexia,” said Hana’a al-Aqil, education 

officer at BDF. Dyslexia is a learning dis-

ability that “impairs a person’s fluency or

accuracy in being able to read, speak, and

spell”.

Al-Aqil said that their plan was de-

signed to cover 50 schools – at a rate

of two per week – followed by a field

survey of schools in Sana’a in coordina-

tion with the Ministry of Education. She 

added that the second course was specifi-

cally geared towards teachers.  During

this course, 25 teachers learned various

methods best suited to the instruction of 

dyslexic children. 

 Ms. Sabah, headmistress of Al-Izz 

school, said she had never heard about 

dyslexia before the courses, but now, 

thanks to Hana’a and her dedicated 

awareness raising, more teachers are

equipped with methods to better educate 

their students. “We invited Hana’a to the 

school,” explained Sabah, “to benefit

from her experience and understand the 

concept even further. We also invited 

some of the pupils’ mothers and all the 

teaching staff was present during the

course. BDF distributed brochures and 

lectured on this disorder and how to deal 

with dyslexic children.”  

Sabah indicated that educators are now 

responding positively to the course by

changing their teaching methods when

dealing with children who suffer from

this learning disorder. In the past, spe-

cial consideration was rarely given to the

education of dyslexic children. 

Ms. Angela, an English teacher at Al-

Izz school, said that the course had taught

things about dyslexia they had not previ-

ously been aware of, as well as ways to 

look after children with this reading and

writing disorder.

During the course, teachers learned

how to interact with children with learn-

ing difficulties and were instructed on

how to give them adequate time when

writing.  The problem for many dyslexic

children is connecting mental processes

with the visual and auditory senses. As 

such, parents and teachers were advised 

to associate the letter “D” with the pic-

ture of a door, as a means to embed it in 

the dyslexic student’s subconscious.

During the course, BDF made some

recommendations to the teachers, such 

as focusing on the strength of dyslexic

learners (e.g. if the pupil likes painting,

the teachers should take that into consid-

eration when teaching him or her), giv-

ing the pupils enough time to copy the

lessons from the blackboard and concen-

trating on visual communication – asso-

ciating everything that is taught with a

corresponding picture.

“Before the course,” said Angela, “I

used to reprimand my pupils harshly.  I 

would attribute their educational weak-

ness to the negligence of their parents or

former teachers.  But now I’ve changed

my attitude completely.”

Mrs. Hana’a, mother of Al-Izz sixth-

grader Haia, said she had suffered with

her daughter for three years.  She used

to punish the girl for not understanding

her lessons, as well as for her slow writ-

ing. Her teachers often acted in a similar

way and kept telling Haia’s mother that

her daughter had always been an absent-

minded and slow learner, implying that

she was stupid. They had even refused 

to give her daughter extra time to finish

copying lessons from the board, saying

they would not have wasted class time 

for the sake of Haia. 

Hana’a praised the role played by 

BDF. “When I attended the course and 

listened to Ms. al-Aqil, I learned what 

dyslexia was. It was as if she was talking

specifically about my daughter Haia,”

she said.

She recalled how her daughter used to

memorize her lessons at home and when-

ever she had an exam, the results were 

invariably disappointing. “One of the

reasons for Haia’s poor performance was 

that the teachers were letting my daughter

down,” said Hana’a, “Her reaction was to 

break her pencils and to crumple erasers.  

This was a way to show her hatred for 

studying, because her teachers did not

understand her problem.”

She said that her daughter’s situation

has improved since the BDF’s recom-

mendations to the teachers, such as in-

creasing the marks of dyslexic pupils

to encourage them, and refraining from

shouting at them. “My daughter received

60 points out of 60 on her latest English

test,” said Hana’a. 
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By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Mar. 2nd — More women 

and children are joining the anti-gov-

ernment demonstrations at Sana’a Uni-

versity every day.  Some are personally 

motivated to remove what they believe 

to be a “corrupt” regime, while others

are encouraged by their husbands or fa-

thers to attend.  Still others proceed to 

the university campus in secret, without 

the knowledge of their protective fami-

lies.

Saher Jamal, a 24-year old school 

teacher, is one such individual.  She 

goes to the protests every day but hides

the fact from her parents, who would 

worry about her security if they knew 

she was shouting for the removal of the

president.

One Facebook group called “I Am a

Yemeni Female Who Wants To Protest, 

But…” was founded by a girl whose

family has prevented her from joining

the demonstrations, in spite of her keen 

desire to attend.  At present, the group

has approximately 500 members.

Three sisters from a well-known tribe 

recently had a fight with their brother

while attending the Sana’a University

sit-in.  He was scandalized to discover 

that they were in attendance, in spite of 

the fact that he’d been allowed to camp 

there for days.

“It’s the tribal mentality that makes 

him prevent us from expressing our

opinion.  He was afraid of what other 

tribesmen in the protest would think of 

us, as well what supporters of the rul-

ing party might to do shut us up,” said

Amani Mohammed, one of the three 

sisters.

Ibtisam Al-Humadi is protester who 

decided to join the demonstrations to 

raise awareness of her brother’s death, 

allegedly by the hands of “the corrupt

government”.  “My brother has been

dead for nine months, but he has been 

kept in a hospital refrigerator for eight

of those months.  No one cared about 

the fact that his life had been taken from 

him.  I delivered a complaint to the pres-

ident’s office, but nothing happened,”

explained Ibtisam.

Faisal Al-Humadi, who is Ibtisam’s 

brother, became embroiled in a fight

with his neighbor, who later stabbed

him in the back.  He bled for three days 

before receiving an operation, but po-

lice arrested him before he was able to 

recuperate fully.  This resulted in his 

paralysis.

“At the police station,” said Ibtisam, 

“they told him that he would receive 

special treatment and that he would be 

put in an individual cell with three win-

dows.  Instead, they brought him bottles

‘to urinate in’, but inside the bottles was 

some sort of flammable liquid.  As such,

he was burned completely and then he 

died.”

Ibtisam said that she knew the police 

were lying when they said her brother

had committed suicide.  “How could he 

have, when they checked him and took 

all of his belongings before sending him

to his cell?  They ordered my brother’s 

burial so as to keep the identity of the 

murderer anonymous.  They wanted to 

bury him along with his legal case.  I

will keep shouting for the removal of

this regime – of those who killed my

brother.”

Aisha Ahmed is a mother who has 

brought her child to the demonstrations

for the sixth day in a row.  “We came 

to make the president step down,” said 

Ahmed.  “He has achieved nothing dur-

ing his rule.  Many university graduates

don’t have jobs.  We want a truly inde-

pendent president.”

Khadija, a nine-year old girl whose

face had been painted with the word 

‘leave’, said that her mother had brought

her to the protest.  “We came to make the 

president leave.  He is a thief who stole 

half of my father’s salary,” she said.

The sit in at Sana’a University campus 

has been well-organized.  The tents that

have been erected are neatly aligned in

rows and bear labels that identify their 

owners.  Immediately to the right of

the university gate is the women’s tent.

When a new group arrives on campus,

they are greeted by loud cheers of “Wel-

come, welcome!”  They are then offered 

a chance to give a speech on the main

stage, announcing their arrival and pro-

claiming their commitment to the cause

of overthrowing President Saleh.

On Tuesday, the demonstration’s me-

dia committee said that 200 pro-govern-

ment protesters had joined the anti-gov-

ernment demonstration.  Students who 

had been taken to the pro-government

rally at Tahrir Square managed to find

their way to the opposition protest at 

Sana’a University, where they then 

joined the opposition crowds.

According to the National Organi-

zation for Defending Freedoms and

Rights, a body that reports all violations

that occur at the anti-government dem-

onstrations, 45 students at the Kuwait

High School in Sana’a had been threat-

ened with academic suspension because 

they had articulated anti-government

views.  

Salim Alaw, a Sanaani lawyer, has 

said that the school has no legal right to

suspend students on the basis of political 

expression.  “We even got a complaint

that one of the 45 students in question

had been beaten by the school’s prin-

cipal for shouting ‘the people want to

remove the regime’.”

Another private school has suspended 

two students for shouting anti-govern-

ment slogans in class.  One of them is

only seven years old, while the other is 

12. “The head of the school called me

and actually started cursing me and my

nephew,” said Ali Al-Dailami, activ-

ist and uncle of one of the children in 

question.

Alaw said that it is illegal to suspend

a student before issuing a formal warn-

ing to both the students and his or her

parents.

The protesters have also mobilized 

for the efficient provision of meals.

These are eaten in large groups and are

usually donated by either sympathetic 

neighborhood cooks or by the protest-

ers themselves.  Since many tribes have 

joined the demonstrations, they also 

take responsibility for the feeding of

their fellow tribesmen.  The protesters 

are very aware of who is feeding them

and they reject any food that is donated 

by political figures that they don’t trust,

including Islah party leader Hameed Al-

Ahmar.  Rumors have spread amongst

the protesters that Al-Ahmar intends to 

become Yemen’s next president, and 

this makes them extremely wary of his 

support.

In the tents at Sana’a University, 

many different activities take place.  

Some are full of smoke and qat, while 

others are full of young activists work-

ing on awareness campaigns.  Indeed,

the qat sellers still manage to find their

way into the protests and their tents have 

been reaping very good business.

Nevertheless, some of the normal res-

idents living in the university area have

informed police that they have been un-

able to practice their normal lives while 

the protesters are busy taking up space.

Different segments of society join anti-government protests

Bilquis Foundation campaigns for dyslexia awareness
At the anti-goverment protest, the banner read I don't understand anything but 
I dream of freedom

By: Malak Shaher

SANA’A, March 2 — The United 

Kingdom promised the Yemeni gov-

ernment on Wednesday to increase its 

aid to Yemen from GBP 46.7 million 

to 90 million (YR 31 billion) by 2015,

said Joanna Reid, head of the British 

Department of International Develop-

ment DFID in Yemen.

DFID Secretary Andrew Mitchell 

announced that 1.8 million people will 

have better access to basic services 

such as healthcare, water and education 

as a result in the increase in aid. 

The bilateral aid committed by the 

UK government is intended to assist

development in Yemen and will in-

crease gradually in the coming four

years. 

The UK also asked that the Yemeni 

government endeavor to meet a series

of goals, which include moving to-

wards the holding of free and fair elec-

tions and promoting economic reform.

“We also continue to encourage po-

litical reform in Yemen and believe that 

holding free, fair and multi-party par-

liamentary elections are an important 

part of that reform,” said Reid. “We 

will continue to work with Yemenis to 

make such elections possible.”

Yemen is one of 13 countries that

will be helped by the British Govern-

ment to hold freer and fairer elections.  

According to Reid, the UK govern-

ment is “concerned about Yemen’s high

level of unemployment” and that part 

of the additional development aid will 

target employment problems across the

country. The investment in education 

and training will equip Yemenis with

the skills necessary to find jobs domes-

tically or in the wider Middle East. 

“As a result of DFID’s increased 

support to Yemen, we estimate that an 

additional 38,000 Yemenis will be able

to find work,” said Reid.

In terms of education, the aid will 

enable more than 55,000 children in all

Yemeni governorates to go to primary

school. DFID will support the Social 

Fund for Development, which spends 

around 40% of its investments on edu-

cation, according to Reid.

According to the British Embassy,

the UK government is committed to

supporting Yemen in the long-term, as

demonstrated by Britain’s decision to 

sign a 10-year Development Partner-

ship Arrangement with Yemen in 2007.

The Agreement includes commitments

from both the UK and from Yemen. For 

example, the government of Yemen has

pledged to produce a development plan

for poverty reduction that also details a 

series of reforms. For their part, the UK 

has offered to help support the Yemeni 

government in achieving these reforms,

as well as to urge further progress.

Yemen is one of 27 countries to be 

helped by the British government in the

2011-2016 period. The new strategy

presented by Secretary Mitchell will 

aim at decreasing the infant mortality

rate by 250,000 children, saving the

lives of 50,000 women during preg-

nancy and childbirth, securing proper

education for 11 million Yemenis and 

providing access to safe drinking water

and improved sanitation.

UK doubles aid to Yemen
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There have been rumors that you are 

planning something for next Friday 

March 4, what is happening then?

Fridays have been proven to be days of 
freedom in the Arab world. It’s a normal 
thing, people come together on Fridays 
for prayer and it’s easier to get things 
done. But before Friday we had a large 
demonstration on Tuesday which we 
termed the day of rage for those killed in 
Aden last week.

Is the Friday protest going to include 

people from outside Sana’a?

Yemen is not like other countries. Our 
capital is just 1.5 to two million people. 
We don’t have large population centers 
like Egypt where in Cairo alone there are 
20 million. Maybe for the one event, we 
will bring people to Sana’a.

However, I think keeping people in 
the area where they live is much safer 
for them. We care about the safety of the 
people. We know that our government 
doesn’t care about their safety.

 I don’t think 
Saleh has the 

will to kill Yemenis 
like Gaddafi is killing 
Libyans. Gaddafi is 
crazy. 

If you care so much about peoples’ 

safety then why are you not protect-

ing them while they’re being shot at? 
They’ve been told not to go out into the 

streets after 11 PM.

It’s their freedom and choice, not ours.  
People demonstrate when and where they 
please. If the government and the ministry 
of interior impose a curfew and people go 
out and are hurt, it’s not the fault of the 
people but the fault of the government. 
The people are only exercising their rights 
to take to the streets and demonstrate. It is 
the mistake of the ministry of interior who 
is not protecting people.

What do you want for Yemen?

Change.

That’s vague, can you be more spe-

cific?
Changing this regime, including Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh. There are no government 
institutions in Yemen; it is just Ali and his 
family. He will be replaced by a function-
ing state, insha Allah.

You want him changed now?

Well, look. If you review the Yemeni situ-
ation today, there are two main positions. 
The first is the people in the street. They

are demanding change and demanding 
that change happen immediately through 
Ali’s immediate resignation and removing 
his relatives from the regime. This is what 
Yemenis in the streets are demanding.

The second position is the regime’s 

position where they have admitted the 
people are within their rights to ask for 
change and they have announced their 
willingness to move forward with this 
change. The president said he will not run 
in elections once his term has ended and 
will not give power to his son. However, 
this will be in 2013. So, he has accepted 
the concept of change with some prom-
ises and his pledge to step down in 2013.

So, the concept of change is a reality 
that Ali can’t say no to. But I do believe 
that he is lying.

In spite of the fact that the Americans 

believe that he will step down in 2013?

(Laughter) He lies to the Americans! 
They know that he is the biggest liar in 
the world.

Even if this time he’s said it with the 

entire international community watch-

ing?

The sin of lying is lying to the Yemeni 
nation. He is the president of Yemen. So 
if he is committing a crime, it will not 
make a difference that he lies to others. 
The crime of lying to the Yemeni nation, 
which he is doing.

So, our position…

Your position? The JMP, Hashid, per-

sonal?

Our position as the Preparatory Commit-
tee of the National Dialogue which I am 
a member of, as the opposition, may be 
announced soon.

We, as the dialogue committee, may 
put ourselves in the middle between the 
two extreme positions between what the 
ruling party wants and what the streets 
want. 

We will ask that change starts now but 
the resignation of Ali may be delayed for 
up to one year or even by 2013 but the 
change should start now. This includes re-
moving his sons and brothers from Army 
leadership.

Starting with his son? Brothers? Cous-

ins?

His sons, his cousins, his brothers, all of 
them.

 The concept 
of change is a 

reality that Ali can’t 
say no to. But I do 
believe that he is 
lying.

All at one time?

The appointment of these people in the 
Army and security forces is a clear breach 
of our constitution. You know, the Yemeni 
constitution prohibits building the Army 
up upon a personal, regional, or fam-
ily basis. We cannot deal anymore with a 
president that doesn’t respect the constitu-
tion.

So you want to keep the constitution 

and the institutions in place and only 

change the people in the government?

Eventually, the constitution will be 
changed. That doesn’t mean that it will 
be changed tomorrow. We need to bring 
people from the south, Sa’ada, people 
from the streets, people outside Yemen, 
and have mature amendments to the con-
stitution.

Of course, you need to follow consti-
tutional steps for change. We do respect 
the constitution regardless that it should 
be amended but it is the only thing left for 
Yemen. The constitution is the only thing 
that Saleh can’t play around with.

Change will happen immediately and 
maybe, I’m not saying this is now final-
ized because we will announce our official

statement on Tuesday, but I think we will 
respect the will of the people for an im-
mediate change and we will try and find a

way to make the transition smooth. Saleh 
may stay until the end of this year or until 
the end of his term but he will not remain 
president. He shall not. He has no right. 
He has no right to deal with this govern-
ment as his own property.

What is your role in the Joint Meeting 

Parties? Do you speak for them?

I am the general secretary of the dialogue 
committee for the JMP.

Well, the impression I have is that the 

JMP is trying to reach an agreement 

with the GPC and there are rumors 

that Hameed is stopping it.

Who is saying that?

The international community.

No. It’s a partnership. I’m a member of 
one of the parties in the JMP, the Islah. Of 
course members of the parties are mature 
people with a long history in politics and 
they coordinate their positions properly.

If an agreement is reached between the 

JMP and GPC, will the protests in the 

streets stop?

That is not in our hands. Nothing guaran-
tees that the people will follow us.

But many people in the street say they 

want nothing to do with Islah.

The opposition protests include everyone. 
It includes people who will not listen to 
any party. It is their right to demonstrate, 
of course.

If we reach an agreement that is suf-
ficient enough to fulfill the demands of

the people, a good percentage of the pro-
testors would be wisely following up on 
what we have agreed on. Of course, the 
number of people in the streets will grow 
smaller, even if some of these people 
don’t respect our party.

Is Aden included when you talk about 

these demonstrations?

We will not deal with the political issues 
that claim to represent only a part of Ye-
men. We will not treat this situation as if 
there is more than one Yemen.

But the violence is more severe in 

Aden.

It’s very clear that the united position of 
Yemenis in all cities is annoying the re-
gime. The regime is trying to replace calls 
in the south for revolution with calls for 
secession. They don’t care about unity, 
they care about themselves. They would 
like to bring back these calls for seces-
sion by killing more people in Aden than 
in Taiz.

You met with the British Ambassador 

yesterday. What did you talk about 

with him?

Look, we meet with everybody. We feel 
that everybody is convinced that Saleh is 
not an honest man.

I think staying in power for 33 years 
is a crime itself, regardless of the perfor-
mance.

What is your message to the interna-

tional community?

The international community should 
be confident that Yemenis are mature

enough to have peaceful change and keep 
their country’s unity and stability. The real 
threat to Yemen’s unity and stability is this 
current regime.

What in your opinion is the role of the 

international community?

The same role that they played in Egypt 
and that they are playing in Libya. They 
should respect the rights of the Yemeni 
people to have this change.

What about the Al-Qaeda in the Ara-

bian Peninsula factor?

AQAP is a creation of this regime. They 
will vanish once the regime falls. If there 
is good governance, there is no reason for 
AQAP to exist. You know Yemenis. We 
don’t have this in our nature.

For five to seven years we’ve been hear-
ing about this Al-Qaeda thing. Did you 
hear of even one tribe that has announced 
that they support Al-Qaeda? Yemenis are 
not bad people. Yemen is not a nation of 
terror. There are perhaps 70,000 Yemenis 
in the US, almost 40,000 in the UK. How 
many of them have committed an act of 
terrorism? Not one of them.

What about Anwar Al-Awlaki?

Anwar Al-Awlaki lives in Yemen now 
(laughs). But his importance is blown out 
of proportion.

You’ve said several times that it’s time 

to have a president from the south. Do 

you mean Yaseen Sa’eed No’man?

Yes. Yaseen Sa’eed No’man is a very 
good candidate. Personally, I will vote for 
him.

Will the tribal system accept Yaseen?

Yes, yes, yes. There is a big distance be-
tween Hashid and his place in Lahj. Yet I 
think Hashidis will support him. We will 
vote for him.

 Yaseen Sa’eed 
No’man is a 

very good candidate. 
Personally, I will vote 
for him. 

Do you speak for Hashid?

No. No one can speak for any person. This 
is against our political practices. What we 
can do is we can encourage them and edu-
cate them. They respect us when we ad-
vise them but it is not right for someone to 
come and say I speak for the people.

If you don’t speak for Hashid then why 

hasn’t Sadeq come out in support of 

the protesters?

Sadeq has already announced, one month 
ago, that he is with the protesters. Sadeq, 
in his position as sheikh of the tribe, we 
leave him for the last minute. We respect 
Sadeq but he should come at the end.

Does Saudi support the dialogue?

I think they do. They have a positive si-
lence.

Is it in Saudi’s best interest for Saleh to 

step down?

I don’t know, you should ask them. I think 
we now know that they are silent. I think 
this is a positive silence.

What happens if Saleh says no, I won’t 

step down?

Then people will take to the streets. He 
has one week to remove his sons, broth-
ers and nephews from positions of power. 
His son Ahmed is in the most important 
position of the army of Yemen while he 

did not fight a single battle for Yemen in

his life. He selects people to head the vari-
ous sections through his qat sessions from 
whom he likes best. How can you trust 
him to militarily defend our country when 
he was never tested in a battle field?

We need men with experience, because 
army means credibility and that you are 
prepared to sacrifice for your country. The

readiness to kill and be killed for your 
country.

We are also demanding that the ones 
in the security who killed protestors are 
brought to justice.

Then will there be a Libya in Yemen?

I don’t think Saleh has the will to kill 
Yemenis like Gaddafi is killing Libyans.

Gaddafi is crazy.

Is there a personal rivalry between you 

and Saleh?

No, this is my public, political stance. 
I stand against him politically. There is 
nothing personal.

 If we reach 
an agreement 

that is sufficient 
enough to fulfill the 
demands of the 
people, a good 
percentage of the 
protestors would be 
wisely following up 
on what we have 
agreed on. 

What do you say to the protesters that 

fear they are simply trading one tribal 

leader for another?

The JMP is not working to bring another 
tribal leader to replace Saleh. We are very 
serious that we would like to see Yemen’s 
civil society develop. We want good gov-
ernment institutions distributing power 
across many different bodies. We are very 
serious in working to bring a leader and a 
president from the South.

This isn’t because we like this area or 
that area but because it is vital to main-
tain Yemen’s unity. One of the things we 
can do to remedy what has happened with 
our brothers in the south is to simply give 
them power. Give it to them. Make them 
feel like this is one country.

What about Ali Muhsin?

He is much, much better than Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh. He is not his brother as be-
ing reported; he is not even a very close 
relative of Ali Abdullah Saleh. He is only 
from the same village. Ali Muhsin is a 
good person as a military commander but 
he is not fit to run a country. He doesn’t

have the political experience. We need 
someone who is experienced in politics, 
economics, and understands how to adapt 
for the better of Yemen. Of course, we 
need good people in the military but we 
want them to be separate from political 
life. The army shall not continue to rule 
Yemen. The tribes shall not continue hav-
ing a big influence in ruling Yemen. They

all must be replaced by constitutional law. 
We respect these institutions and struc-
tures but they wouldn’t have a say in the 
government.

Whenever there is a good government 
in Yemen the political influence of the

tribes vanishes.

Aren’t you worried that any new presi-

dent from the south will be killed like 

Al-Hamdi?

No. The very fact of Saleh being in power 

for so long is proof that we Yemenis have 
stopped killing our presidents. This was 
30 years ago. This is history. No more. 
We’ll send them to Syria like Ali Nasser 
(laughs).

After Saleh leaves, will the people for-

give him?

It depends. If he makes it easy, Yemenis 
are a peaceful people. They will forget his 
crimes. If he makes it difficult, well, we

don’t have a Sharm Al-Sheikh in Yemen.

After Himyar accused the National Se-

curity of planning your assassination, 

are you worried?

I know this. There are many examples of 
political figures that stood up to Saleh and

they disappeared. We know that this is the 
behavior of our regime. It doesn’t mean 
that we will stop because of it. You have 
to take care, try and protect yourself, just 
to continue your mission. This is a very 
expected thing. 

What would your father think of all 

this?

You mean what he thought about all this? 
He encouraged me to do this.

Will you be the next president?

No. It’s not acceptable for a businessman 
to take a position in the political leader-
ship. Choose this or that.

What will you choose?

I’m not in a position to choose now. I’m 
a businessman.

Well, when that time comes what will 

you do?

I will tell you at that time (laughs). But 
I have two of my sons studying business 
administration and economy abroad. You 
can say that I am preparing myself to 
leave business.

There can be a legitimate way of main-
taining business and being in politics. 
Look at all the western leaders, the Queen 
of Great Britian has wealth but she is not 
managing it herself.

The human nature is greedy, that is why 
we need a clear separation between doing 
business and being a politician.

 The 
international 

community should be 
confident that 
Yemenis are mature 
enough to have 
peaceful change and 
keep its unity and 
stability.  

What about women, it is visible that 

Tawakul Karma who is in the Shoura 

council of the Islah party is leading the 

protests for you. Will she have a say in 

the decision making of the JMP?

We appreciate her role in the streets and 
she is part of the political system of the 
party. We are going to nominate female 
candidates from the party once we have 
the proportional electoral system in place.

In fact, we even have women partici-
pating in the qat sessions where we dis-
cuss our policies. We have five women in

the dialogue preparatory committee while 
the GPC have only four.

Will there be parliamentarian elections 

this year?

Yes, there will be parliamentary elections 
this year and they will be real transparent, 
free and fair. We may even have presiden-
tial elections very soon if Saleh decides 
not to go peacefully.

Sheikh Hameed Al-Ahmar to Yemen Times:

“The real threat to Yemen’s unity and stability is this current regime”

He is one of the sons of late Abdullah bin Hussein Al-Ahmar who was the most 

powerful tribal leader in Yemen. Although Hameed Al-Ahmar did not inherit 

his father’s sheikhdom as it went to his older brother Sadeq, he did prove him-

self visibly not only as one of Yemen’s most wealthy businessmen, but also as a 

strong political figure in the Yemeni opposition.
Hameed Al-Ahmar has also coupled his political savvy and an accumula-

tion of more than 17 years in parliament representing the conservative Islah 

opposition party, with an honorary doctorate degree in economics. He speaks 

fluent English and has no inhibitions to speak his mind whether to the media or
in political meetings as a part of the National Dialogue Committee between the 

opposition and the ruling party.

His strong opinions against the president who happens to be from the same 

tribe are continuously causing a stir in the Yemeni political sphere, yet he says 

he is not afraid.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf interviewed Sheikh Hameed Al-Ahmar on his position to-

wards the president, dialogue and his take on the situation in Yemen in recent 

future.



By: Gregory Johnsen

For bigthink.com

A
little over a week ago I 

wrote a post on what I 

saw as the tribal jockey-

ing that was taking place 

against the backdrop of 

the protests in Yemen.  Since then sev-

eral newspapers have dipped their col-

lective toes into the murky waters of 

tribal politics in Yemen.

There have been some very good 

pieces - see this piece in the Financial 

Times as well as Michelle Shephard’s 

profile of Hamid al-Ahmar - others have

been, well, shall we say, not as good.

First, Hashid and Bakil are tribal con-

federations not monolithic blocs.  This 

means that Husayn al-Ahmar does not

speak for all of Hashid and certainly not

for Bakil (hint: distrust any article that

speaks of these two as tribes that move 

as a unit).  Remember President Salih 

himself is from Hashid.

Second, I have been saying for years 

that political parties aren’t as impor-

tant in Yemen as we in the west tend 

to believe they are there.  This gets at 

what I see is a bigger problem.  US, 

UK and other western officials go to

Yemen - and everything looks so con-

fusing.  Then, mercifully, they realize 

that Yemen has political parties and in-

stitutions (just like in the west) and they

imagine that what they know from the 

home is transferable to Yemen.  (Big

mistake) 

While 2+2 is always 4 in the west, it 

almost never is in Yemen.  Eventually 

most people who spend any time in Ye-

men realize this is the case, but by that 

point they realize that scrapping one 

way of looking at the country requires 

coming up with a new one.  And, well, 

this is where most people throw in the 

towel.  It is easier to go along pretend-

ing that Yemen plays by understandable 

rules than it is to spend years studying 

the place and trying to figure out which

relationships and personalities matter.

All this means that in the end we get 

a lot of superficial analysis that treats

Yemen as a place that, say, has political 

parties that command the loyalty and 

allegiance of their members.

Instead of a place like the one we saw 

today where Husayn al-Ahmar resigned

from the ruling GPC party.  (Many ar-

ticles jumped the gun claiming that 

both Hashid and Bakil have deserted

the president - this is untrue.  A number 

of shaykhs in Bakil have put out a state-

ment, claiming that Husayn al-Ahmar

does not speak for them and indeed he 

does not - it isn’t even clear if he speaks 

for Hashid.)

But for all this, Husayn’s defec-

tion wasn’t even the biggest news in 

the growing conflict between what I

continue to call Yemen’s two Bayt al-

Ahmars.  That came last night, when 

the Ministry of the Interior accused the 

bodyguards of Hamid al-Ahmar (Ar.)

(an MP and the real power in the fam-

ily) and Himyar al-Ahmar (the deputy

speaker of parliament) of opening fire

on several citizens last night in Sanaa, 

wounding two of them and kidnapping 

a third.  

This confrontation eventually led to 

a phone call from President Salih to 

Himyar.  During the call Salih started

bad-mouthing Hamid at which point

Himyar hung up on the president, who

immediately called Sadiq the eldest 

al-Ahmar brother and the head of the 

Hashid tribal confederation, who had

previously said he would mediate be-

tween the govt. and the JMP. (Despite

his title, Sadiq doesn’t have much pow-

er in the al-Ahmar family - at least not 

enough to reign in Hamid.)

Incidentally, none of this would be 

happening if Shaykh Abullah al-Ahmar 

- the patriarch of the clan - and the fa-

ther of the 10 rambunctious sons was

still alive.

After the failed phone call the media 

machines of both sides went into ac-

tion, trading insults and accusations.  

During the war of words, Himyar’s of-

fice put out a statement (Ar.) claiming

that the National Security Burea (ef-

fectively but not officially commanded

by Salih’s nephew Ammar) had plans to 

assassinate Hamid.  - I kid you not, you

can’t make this stuff up.

According to the deputy speaker 

of parliament, the NSB had photos of

Hamid’s house.

Then, this morning, yet another al-

Ahmar, Husayn, broke ranks with Sal-

ih’s GPC party and threw in his lot with 

the protesters. (Big surprise, who knew

blood and family would beat out politi-

cal parties in the end.)

Meanwhile, as protests continue 

across the country, Salih had to navi-

gate a rebellion on a military base in 

Sa’dah, where troop morale is incred-

ibly low.  Days ago members of the 133

mechanized brigade went into revolt 

and refused to let their commander, 

Abd al-Malik Arar (a relative of the

president) back onto base.  Today, Salih 

caved Ar. (which will be read as yet an-

other sign of weakness) and gave them 

a new commander, Salih Muhammad 

al-Mu’ayf.  (If anyone wants the full

story, read the article linked above, this 

post already has too many names and 

tangents.)

What does this mean: The increas-

ing rhetoric and Husayn’s defection to

the protesters puts Salih in a precarious 

position.  He still has some moves but

they are increasingly limited.  Particu-

larly as all of his domestic opponents 

are crystallizing around the single de-

mand that he must go.

The day Mubarak fell and protests 

started taking place outside the um-

brella of the opposition marked the be-

ginning of the end for Salih.  The only 

thing that happened yesterday was that 

the movement for his ouster picked up 

speed.
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SKETCHED OPINION By: Hamid

By: Sadam Abo Esam
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I
have prayed with Al-Karadhwi 

at Friday prayers in what has 

been called Juma’at Al-Naser in 

Tahrir Square in downtown of 

Cairo, and before I touched the 

Bo Auziry carriage, the maker of Tuni-

sian revolution. I shake hands proudly 

with his mother and friends’ feelings of 

victory in the city Sydi bo Zayed.

I live the daily details of all the Arab 

revolutions. I wake up with the burn-

ing of the green book in Benghazi, the

ruling party bullas attacks in Sana’a, 

shouting for the freedom in Dawar Al-

La’alua in Manama city. Refusing to 

hesitate to stay in the largest streets in 

Oman, not to mention participating in 

the angry shouting against the Botafika

regime in Algeria.

For a month, the changes have made 

me happy, and all Arab people feel the 

same because they are all sharing in 

these changes. So what acts of greatness 

are Arabs trying to achieve or do?

At different times, I have shed tears 

of happiness, anger, sadness, hope and 

anxiety, but each time I find a loving

feeling surfacing, searching for un-

limited optimism. I may not be exag-

gerating if I say that Arab government 

media outlets are leading such acts and 

participating in these events. And the 

proud Al-Jazeera channel in Qatar is at 

the head of it.

While I am following the bloody 

events in the region on Al-Jazeera, I 

feel that this an honored mission has 

become so important for those treated 

so unfairly. You can notice such feel-

ings in the faces of Yemeni citizens who 

are obsessed, like many millions of oth-

ers, to following the channel. And also 

afraid that the events in Libya may well 

affect the policy of this channel in cov-

ering the revolution in this country.

I was thinking deep inside me, what 

if the most widely watched channel that 

stands beside the people of the Arab 

world was to expand its channel and 

increase its staff? At least until the end 

of this season of humiliation for tragic 

Arabic leaders.

What if what is happening now was 

treated just like the qualifiers of the

Football World Cup, with its own logo 

– Freedom, Justice, Dignity? And that

those who supervised the soccer nets, 

provided for us the freedom to express 

our opinions on Al-Jazeera. To provide 

for us some of the ten sports channels 

that were used to cover the Arabic 

games.

Sure, this suggestion is a confused 

one. I don’t deny the fact that Al-Jazeera 

has led the revolutions of change in Arab 

countries. It seems that Al-Jazeera, who 

have stood beside the people since its 

foundation, and those who are in charge 

of it, or finance it, do not fear that they

may be seen as against the leaders or 

dictators of Arabic regimes.

For those who are damaged by the 

media coverage of large channels such 

as Al-Jazeera, the neutrality in media 

is a lie. To me igniting the fire to stand

with those  treated unfairly I think is su-

per professionalism. Especially when it 

is leading an awareness campaign to de-

tect the crimes of regimes and the cor-

ruption of their administrations. Arab 

leaders have complained in one way or 

another about the channel’s policy. We 

still remember the media talking about 

what the former Egyptian President 

Hosni Mubarak said when he visited

the Al-Jazeera office in Doha years ago:

“All this trouble from a matchbox like 

this.”

Yes, this is the matchbox that lit up 

your chair Hosni Mubarak, and you Ben

Ali. However, it only shows the truth of

what happened in your leadership over 

your peoples and country, and there are 

still other examples like your own, in 

their ways the same or even worse.

We simply, and with high ambition, 

support Al-Jazeera as showing the 

Arab reality. And with it start to have 

hope, especially after the Tunisian and 

Egypt revolutions. Surely the Arab citi-

zen would be happy to hear the reports 

of Fauzy Boshra resigning, running

away, dying as one of the remaining 

Arab leaders. The Arab countries will 

be more happy after witnessing on Al-

Jazeera the victory of other coming 

revolutions in Libya, Yemen, Bahrain,

Algeria, Saudi Arabia and the rest of the 

world, if Allah wills it.

By Brian Whitaker

N
obody can govern in 

Yemen without support 

from the tribes and on 

Saturday influential fig-

ures from the country’s 

two main tribal groupings – the Hashid

and the Bakil – abandoned President

Salih.

“I announce my resignation from the 

General People’s Congress [the ruling 

party] in protest at the attacks on peace-

ful demonstrators in Sanaa, Tai’zz and 

Aden,” Hashid tribal chief Sheikh Hus-

sein bin Abdullah al-Ahmar told a huge 

gathering in Amran province, north of 

Sanaa.

The Yemen Post says his announce-

ment was “warmly received by a large 

crowd of tribesmen”, including mem-

bers of Yemen’s second largest tribal 

group, the Bakil.

Mohammad Abdel Illah al-Qadi, a 

prominent leader of the Sanhan (Salih’s

own branch of the Hashid) also an-

nounced he is leaving the party.

Yemen’s tribes are not monolithic 

blocs, as Gregg Carlstrom points out in 

an article for al-Jazeera, and Salih still 

has supporters among them (partly as

a result of bribing them with money 

and cars). Even so, the latest desertions 

are an important sign of which way the 

wind is blowing.

A statement from the General Peo-

ple’s Congress on Sunday played down 

the problem. It said “the resignation of 

some members of the GPC at this tim-

ing reveals the reality of the opportun-

ists” and described the departures as 

“like an operation of purification of the

GPC from the parasites that were un-

able to effect any development inside 

the organisation”. It added that “the 

GPC has in its ranks millions of loyal 

and sincere members who have firm

stands and work sincerely for siding 

with issues of the homeland and the 

people”.

All this will come to a head with the 

parliamentary elections scheduled for 

April 27, which are likely to be con-

ducted in the midst of unprecedented 

turmoil – assuming they do go ahead. 

They have already been postponed for 

by two years and to postpone them 

again would be extremely dangerous 

for Salih politically, as would rigging 

them to ensure another GPC victory. 

Beyond April 27, the shape of events

in Yemen is anyone’s guess but Salih’s 

survival prospects are clearly fading.

This is the matchbox presidentChange Symphony

Tribes in Yemen: or down the rabbit hole

Tribes step up pressure on Salih

By: Yahya Al-Sadh

y.alsadh@yahoo.com

M
aybe they listened 

to the Arab street to 

late, those who have 

imprisoned or beaten 

to steal fortunes to 

the echo of the pains and suffering of 

poverty, hunger, injustice and careless-

ness from their rulers. The rulers have 

gone so far as to think the people are 

not able to fight for liberty and change.

Those judges were greatly mistaken 

when they thought the Arabs would 

stay disabled forever, because of the 

damage and frustration that they have 

caused them. After decades of trying 

to separate Arab men from their roots, 

customs, civilization, their own morals 

and values, their revolution and inde-

pendent actions. Here they are today

revolting against the crises and frus-

trations, to prove once again that they 

are the decision makers, and to draw 

politics back towards the direction that 

serves their interests and the nation’s 

interest.

There are nothing but delighted peo-

ple in the Arab world listening to the 

symphony of liberation that started in 

Tunisian, with the participation of all 

the Tunisia society, who were creative 

in their roles to the extent that they 

didn’t make any mistakes that may 

disturb the enjoyment of listening to 

such great piece. It wakes up millions 

of Arabs who are in poverty and have 

suffered injustice for many years. It 

also wakes them up to the liberty and 

struggles back in the fifties and sixties

of the last century. This has frightened 

the tyrants of this age, and those who 

have stolen the nation’s fortunes.

What is so special in the change 

wrought by the Tunisia symphony, dif-

ferent from other revolutionary sym-

phonies, is that it was performed at a 

time when the Arab sense of hearing 

had almost becomes deaf from the 

desperation of catching any rhythm of 

revolution from a past beautiful age. 

This symphony has woken the Tuni-

sia giant from sleep. Likewise, the gi-

ant of Egypt also woke up and broke 

the wall of fear that gave a chance for 

the Egyptian minarets and churches to 

call for a revolution that never has been 

witnessed before in history. A revolu-

tion that lets more than eighty million 

Egyptians release themselves from the 

last pharaoh who tyrannized his people 

for three decades.

Every Arab citizen who has lost his 

compass in life in the mazes of dicta-

torial Arab systems, will find in the

Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions the 

direction he was always looking for in 

the political and living mess that exists 

in much of the Arab world. This mess 

has led to the existence of a soaked 

social class that climbed the ladders of 

politics and trade to lead and ruin lives. 

Also it changed many of the concepts 

and behaviors leading to a subservience 

in all Arab societies.

Today, all sights are directed to the 

future for those systems to fall, espe-

cially those who exceed their mandates 

and stole their nation’s fortunes such as 

Bin Ali and Mubarak’s. The only exit

for these systems, that so many are bet-

ting on which will be the third to col-

lapse, is for their leaders to correct their 

systems quickly, and repair what they 

have destroyed during their ruling pe-

riods. The call of the Egyptian and Tu-

nisian people was radical reform in all 

corrupted areas, however, the arrogance 

that Bin Ali and Mubarak showed only

raised the demands and sped their own 

downfalls.

What I wish from the president, as 

one of his citizens for more than three 

decades, is to realize the truth about 

the revolutions and change in the Arab 

world. Also to admit that the Yemeni 

citizen is an extension of the Arab citi-

zen who had brought down two dicta-

torial systems in less than two months. 

He also has to realize that the power for

change are in the hands of the street, 

not the parties and that he is in a race 

with time. A race the result of which 

depends in the speedy execution of 

change in reality, not as dialogues, de-

bates, or proposed oral and anesthetic 

compromises. The bargaining depends 

on the timing of local events that are 

not within the system’s control at all. 

The train of Arab change is moving fast 

after being stopped for more than four 

decades.

Down with the 
enemy of freedom 
and of the system 
and of the law
   and...
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This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen 
and beyond. Dr. Siva currently works at Aden Refinery Company Hospital. 

Lifestyle, diseases and cancer prevention are his special interests. 

Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his passions.

HealtH

   WatcH By: Dr. Siva

Hammed is a new doctor who has joined our hospital. Today, he has 
to give a clinical presentation about Alzheimer’s in our Continuing 
Medical Education Program. He is terribly nervous and anxious 
whether he can do it well and what are the questions he may face.

Feelings of anxiety are a common experience. Anxiety is a nor-
mal part of life that affects every aspect of a person’s life. If you get nervous 
speaking in front of a group or have trouble sleeping the night before a big test, 
you will surely know that when anxiety attacks it can crack even the strongest 
amongst us.

Anxiety attacks 
can be one of the 
most stressful things 
anybody can go 
through. All of us ex-
perience some degree 
of anxiety on a fairly 
frequent basis. When 
an event in your life 
causes a certain unex-
pected and unpleas-
ant reaction, such a 
circumstance typical-
ly results in anxiety. 
Your body reaction 
can vary from sweating and stuttering to sometimes heart palpitations, faster 
breathing and sometimes you may even faint. If such a pattern is repeated, then 
it becomes imperative for the person to cope with these anxiety attacks.

What is anxiety?

Anxiety acts as a normal alarm system alerting you of danger. It can be a general 
feeling of worry, a sudden attack of panicky feelings or a fear of a certain situa-
tion or object. It is caused by pressure, stress and continuous worry or worrying 
thoughts. Anxiety isn’t always a bad thing. In fact, it can help you stay alert and 
focused, and motivate you to solve problems. However, when anxiety is constant 
and interferes with your relationships and activities, you may be suffering from 
an anxiety disorder.

What are the symptoms of anxiety?

Symptoms of anxiety include:
Sweating•

Stuttering•

Muscle tension•

Shortness of breath•

Faster heartbeat•

Nausea•

Dry mouth•

Loss of sleep and not being able to concentrate•

Coping up with Anxiety•

Managing anxiety is a necessity in our modern fast-paced world. Here are some 
tips to help you with the same:

De-stress regularly:1.  In the modern word, stress has become omnipresent.
One	is	stressed	out	when	at	home,	in	school,	or	at	office,	which	results	in

anxiety. One of the very effective ways of managing anxiety is to de-stress
regularly. To begin, you need to identify what is causing stress in your life,
and then look for ways to reduce them. You can take the help of meditation,
yoga or even a walk.
Get adequate of Sleep:2.  Anxiety can cause insomnia, but lack of sleep can
also contribute to anxiety. Sleep rests your body and replenishes it physi-
cally, mentally and emotionally. It also revitalizes your mind thus improving
your general sense of wellbeing as well as your mood.
Laugh out loud:3.  A great way to ease anxiety is laughter. Laughter can
make you forget everything. When you laugh, your body secretes endor-
phins which relieve the nervous tension. Even in the strongest of anxiety
attacks, if the patient breaks out in laughter he will forget that he had a panic
attack. Anxiety is a mental state and the only way to conquer it is to get out
of that state.
Stay organized: 4. Most panic attacks occur because a person is unprepared
for the situation. By organizing yourself, you will reduce your stress and
anxiety. Having everything planned leaves no room for worries.
Take a minute:5.  If you don’t have time and need to de-stress, do this: Close
your eyes and breathe deeply. Focus on your breathing, on your blood and
the blood rushing through your veins.
Exercise: 6. Exercise can help decrease feelings of anxiety and can give you a
sense	of	well-being.	It	boosts	the	oxygen	and	blood	flow	to	the	brain	help-
ing it to relax regularly. It also enhances well-being through the release of
endorphins, the brain’s feel-good chemicals. Research shows that as little
as	30	minutes	of	exercise	three	to	five	times	a	week	can	provide	significant

anxiety relief.
Diet:7. 	Your	diet	should	be	filled	with	foods	with	a	higher	complex-carbohy-
drate concentration such as whole grains, fruits, and vegetables. Complex
carbs not only stabilize your blood sugar levels but also boost serotonin, a
neurotransmitter with calming effect. You can even add some anxiety reduc-
ing herbs like valerian, ginseng and milk thistle to your diet. Essential oil
like Lavender also helps. Limit the intake of coffee, tea and soft drinks as
much as possible because they increase your sense of anxiety by stimulating
the nervous system. Avoid alcohol; it may relax you in the beginning but
makes	the	situation	worse	in	the	long	run.	Also	reduce	the	amount	of	refined

sugar you eat.
Relaxation techniques:8.  Relaxation techniques such as yoga, Tai Chi, pro-
gressive muscle relaxation, mindfulness meditation, controlled breathing,
and visualization can reduce anxiety when practiced regularly. They also
increase feelings of relaxation and emotional well-being.
Confront:9.  The only way to tackle fear is to face it. If some things have made
you anxious in the past, go ahead and do them again and again till you see no
nuance in them and get used to them. Totally accept yourself as you are and
believe	in	yourself	and	you	will	observe	that	anxiety	just	flies	away.

Cognitive behavior therapy (CBT):10.  CBT is a common form of therapy
used to treat anxiety. It is a type of psychotherapy that helps you to under-
stand	the	thoughts	and	feelings	that	influence	your	behaviors.	According	to

the theory behind CBT, you have automatic but inaccurate thoughts or beliefs
in certain situations. For example, usually anxiety is a response to a belief
in the worst possible outcome in a situation. Cognitive behavioral therapy
helps you become aware of these inaccurate thoughts and beliefs. You learn
to challenge and replace those beliefs with more accurate statements.

Although feelings of anxiety are scary, they are not meant to hurt you. They are 
a basic protective human response. The above tips will improve depression and 
anxiety reaction if followed religiously. Life has so many opportunities for you. 
Why wait? Just go ahead and grab them!

Tips to manage anxiety

By: Malak Shaher

In	 the	 flower	 gar-
den at Al-Sabeen 
amusement park, 
a circle of 20 chil-
dren from the Dar 

Al-Aytam orphanage in 
Sana’a were listening to 
instructions on how to 
protect their environment.

The children were part 
of a larger group of 60 
youth who were partici-
pating in a three-day pro-
gram spearheaded by the 
“Youth Eyes Initiative” 
and the British Council.

“We preferred to have 
our discussions in the 
open air of the garden, so 
that the children would 
feel more engaged,” said 
Shatha Al-Harazi, a vol-
unteer with the British 
Council who recently 
completed a six-month 
volunteering program in 
Egypt and London.

The initiative aimed at 
teaching young children 
the importance of main-
taining a clean and healthy 
environment.  At one point, 
the kids scattered for ten minutes to talk 
with other people in the garden about 
the importance of being kind to nature.  
At the same time, they picked up litter 

off the ground and collected it in big 
plastic bags.

The social improvement initiative 
also involved an open air question-and-

answer period, during which children 
who gave correct answers to the vari-
ous environment-related questions were 
given candies.

The youth expressed their happiness 
at having been taught such an interest-
ing and joyful lesson, and they cleaned 
the grounds of the park before they left.

Story and photos by:

Ayham Al-Otoom

For Yemenis suffering from 
psychological conditions, it 
is	 often	 extremely	 difficult

to	find	quality	professional

help.  Many end up living 
on the street, as their families may be 
oblivious to the existence of institutes 
that offer proper medical care.

But according to Dr. Abduallah Yahya 
Shwieel, a physician at Al-Rasheed Psy-
chological Hospital, homeless Yemenis 
with serious psychological conditions 
represent only a small percentage of the 
total number of people suffering from 
such illnesses.  Homeless Yemenis are 
usually	 afflicted	 with	 particularly	 se-
vere conditions, such as dementia and 
schizophrenia.  But those struggling 
with mental health issues that are less 
visible – though sometimes just as dan-
gerous – often strive to live normally, 
without proper treatment.

Dr. Shwieel stressed that if someone 
who suffers from delusionary thoughts 
doesn’t	 find	 proper	 care,	 they	 are	 at

higher risk of being arrested and im-
prisoned.  Those who experience par-
ticularly extreme delusions may even 
be driven to commit violence against 
innocent bystanders.

Yemenis traditionally enjoy very 
strong family networks and these struc-
tures can enable families to care for 
mentally ill relatives.  Indeed, if it were 
not for such family networks, many 
more people would be forced to live on 
the street.  Nevertheless, family efforts 
alone	are	 insufficient	when	combating

mental health problems in Yemen.  The 
Ministry of Health is currently work-
ing on plans to build shelters that will 
house individuals who do not have ac-
cess to familial support and who are 

forced into homelessness on account of 
their	afflictions.

Dr. Shwieel also cited the research 
of one reputable European institute, 
which claims that approximately 30% 
of all mental health cases are hard to 
treat	 specifically	 because	 the	 patients

are	so	incredibly	difficult	to	diagnose.

Some	 families	 lack	 the	 financial

means to treat relatives struggling with 
mental health conditions.  This further 
exacerbates the problem of homeless-
ness, as some people pose such sig-
nificant	 monetary	 burdens	 upon	 their

families that they are simply obliged to 
leave.

While most hospitals in Yemen have 
pharmacies that are well-supplied with 
appropriate medicines, they rarely 

house specially designated psychologi-
cal wards in which patients can be accu-
rately diagnosed and prescribed proper 
medication.  In fact, there is only one 
psychological ward in all of Yemen – at 
Al-Thura hospital in Sana’a.  It is pos-
sible that the widespread lack of mental 
healthcare facilities in Yemen is indica-
tive of a profound social stigma against 
mental health patients.

According to Dr. Shwieel, the build-
ing of private health clinics across Ye-
men should be discouraged.  He sug-
gests that priority should be given to 
building new psychological wards in 
existing public hospitals.

He also added that day hospitals can 
often help to ease the suffering of fami-
lies struggling to support mentally ill 
relatives.  These hospitals usually send 
buses to patients’ homes every morning 
to transport them to centers where they 
can receive necessary treatment and 
participate in activities that are spe-
cially designed to aid in the improve-
ment of mental health.  In the evening, 
the buses return patients to their homes.  
This way, they never feel as if they are 
being separated from their families or 
isolated from society.

Dr. Shwieel also said that one of the 
main reasons why a patient’s mental 
state can deteriorate is societal rejec-
tion.  Many Yemenis actually believe 
that people suffering from mental ill-
ness	 are	 actually	 secret	 security	 offi-
cers in disguise.  Such mistrust can be 
deeply damaging to the wellbeing of 
patients.

Mona Salem, the Director of the 
“Combating Child Labor Unit” at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, 

said that her organization helps assist 
families whose head of household suf-
fers from a debilitating psychological 
condition.  It provides families with sti-
pends that are given every three months 
and the size of the stipend depends 
upon how large the family is.

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khawlidi, Man-
ager of the National Program for Psy-
chological Health at the Ministry of 
Health, said that, “The health ministry 
doesn’t have any precise statistics re-
garding the number of homeless suffer-
ing from mental diseases and it hasn’t 
adopted any comprehensive programs 
to aid those who are unable to afford 
quality psychosocial support.  Further-
more, doctors seldom choose to pursue 
majors in psychological health at uni-
versity, as there is a profound stigma 
associated with such a discipline.  At 
present, there are only 25 doctors who 
specialize in psychological health in all 
of Yemen and there are only three clin-
ics that offer psychological treatment.  
On of these clinics is at the Al-Salaam 
hospital in Hodeida.”

He also said, “We cannot improve 
the status of psychological healthcare 
in Yemen if we do not have the requi-
site	financial	support.	 	 If	we	could	af-
ford to open a department of psychol-
ogy at every hospital in the country, the 
percentage of Yemenis suffering from 
delusionary thoughts would decrease 
dramatically.”

He went on to say that, “If the num-
ber	of	qualified	staff	who	have	received

advanced training in psychological 
health – for example, Master’s degrees 
or PhDs – were to increase, the num-
ber of patients suffering from psycho-
logical conditions would decrease.  In 
addition, if Yemeni society were to 
increase its awareness of psychologi-
cal diseases, then fewer people would 
resort to potentially dangerous sorcery 
and alternative medicine.”

Afaf Al-Haimi, a doctor of sociology, 
believes that, “Everything is mixed up 
and we don’t know which patients suf-
fer from psychological conditions and 
which don’t.  The government, Yemeni 
society and Yemeni families should 
bear this in mind and support the build-
ing of clinics that can accurately diag-
nose and treat patients.  The economic 
conditions of most Yemeni families can 
make it impossible to tolerate the bur-
den posed by mentally ill relatives.”

She also claimed that because many 
Yemenis suffer from a lack of genuine 
entertainment in life, men and women 
with mental conditions are often in-
duced to participate in unhealthy qat 
sessions.  Some even ingest dangerous 
nuts and drugs during these qat ses-
sions, and this can exacerbate existing 
psychological symptoms. 

Psychological health in Yemen

Open air lessons about the environment

Children in a circle listening to environmental volunteers at Al-Sabeen Park, Sana’a

Due to social stigmas, many Yemenis dealing with mental health issues are 

foced to lived on the streets

Yemen’s homeless mentally ill population only represents a small percentage 

of Yemenis struggling with mental health issues
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By: Felice Friedson

The Media Line 

How many Jews are there today in 

Yemen?

There are many Jews, around 400 peo-
ple.  

What happened in the last few years? 

There used to be 50,000 and now the 

number has reached 400.

There are people who traveled away 
from Yemen, some live in America; 
the U.K.; Israel and around the world.  
There are people who emigrated in 
search of a livelihood just like Muslims 
who left the country for economic rea-
sons. 

Why are you here? 

I am here, and will stay here, and will 
never give up on my nation, regardless 
of the circumstances. The nation is dear 
to me. 

Do you feel that you have been treat-

ed well? Your community is gated. Is 

this protecting you or making you a 

target?

Definitely. We live with Muslims as

part of Yemeni society. Yemeni society 
is one, regardless of religion. Religion 
is for God, but the nation is for all. 
The President, may God save him, is 
interested in the entire population and 
assists everyone. And he protects us, 
definitely.

How can you practice Judaism if 

you’re only 400 people? Where is it 

going to be in a decade as a commu-

nity?

There are people in our community who 

marry (Jews) in the Rayda community. 
There are those who travel abroad to 
work and return. We can never leave

our nation. 

You told me earlier that you believe 

thousands of Jews will return to Ye-

men. Were you serious? Do you re-

ally believe that? 

Certainly. God willing, they will return. 
God decides everything.  

What kind of Judaism are you prac-

ticing? Do you teach your children 

Arabic or Hebrew? What happens 

on a daily basis?

Our children study in schools with 
Muslims under the order of the presi-
dent. They study Arabic, English and 
Hebrew; and I, myself, am a certified

teacher in Yemen and teach Hebrew. I 
teach in the Hebrew school.   

What school is that, where you 

teach?   
Al-Mustaqbal (future) School.  

Who attends the school?

There are about 26 Jewish students, 
from elementary to high school, out of 
a total of 900 students.

Does everyone learn Hebrew? 

Yes, there are Muslims who learn He-
brew too. Education is important for 
everyone; it is their right. 

Where did you learn Hebrew?

I learned from my father here in Ye-
men, and also completed my studies in 
England and in the United States. 

Where in the U.S.? 

In New York, with the Satmar Has-
sidim. Also in London, in the Solsky 
community.   

Are there other teachers in the Jew-

ish community?

Yes, there are two teachers – a man and 
a woman. 

How many synagogues are there?

There is not synagogue at the moment, 
so we pray at home in the living room.   
We have a vacation, because god cre-
ated all creatures in six days and rested 
on the seventh day. We worship god

then. All men come and pray in the liv-
ing room.   

And the women?

They pray as well, but elsewhere. 

Are you restricted in your perfor-

mance of religious practices?

We practice all our religious practices

with full liberty. The President sees to 
this.   

Who is trained to circumcise the ba-

bies?

Yes, we have everything.  

How many Rabbis are there in the 

community?

There’s me, here in Sana’a, and others 
in Rayda. My father is the great Rabbi, 
but he is partially paralyzed as a result 
of a stroke.  

As its rabbi, you are the focal point of 

the community. How are you going to 

pass on the traditions? 

In Reida there are more Jews than here. 
There are around 320 there, and some 
emigrated from the country, I hope they 
return. Only Sana’a and Reida have 
communities. Every community prac-
tices separately.   

Do you have Arab friends?

Yes, all my friends are Arabs. 

Do they visit you at home?

Yes, and I come to theirs. There is no 
difference or racism. We visit them on

holidays and weddings, and they also 
share happy and sad events with us.   

Do you observe the laws of kashrut 

– kosher?

Yes, I do. We prepare the food and

slaughter the animals ourselves. I 
slaughter the animals, and I also marry 
the people.    

What will happen when you can no 

longer do it?

There are now other people who are 
studying, and preparing for that event.  

How many children do you have? 

And how many wives?

I have only one wife, but my father had 
two. I have five children: 3 girls and 2

boys. Shama’a, Maryam, Sa’id, Nabila 
and Mousa. The eldest girl is 14. An 
Arab proverb says that a woman is like 
fire, so one is enough.

Do others in the Jewish community 

have more than one wife?

Some have two. 

At what age to girls get married?

Now we don’t marry girls before the 
age of 18.  

Do they go to university? Do they 

work?

Definitely. They will finish their uni-
versity education.

Will they then work?

Of course. The nation educated them, 
so they should return the favor. Without

education we cannot fulfill the simplest

needs.  

Israel spends millions of dollars to 

bring Jews from all over the world. 

Of course, they trade in people the way 
men trade in livestock. 

Do you speak to family members in 

Israel and the United States?

I have friends all over the world.

Do foreign Jews come to visit you 

here? 

We marry Jews from abroad, but no one

will leave this country regardless the 
circumstances.   

What do Jews work at? 

Before, they used to work as silver-

smiths, in wood, in metal, and agricul-
ture. But now we don’t have the equip-
ment to practice our profession. We ask

American NGOs to help us financially

to provide us with the equipment we 
need for our profession as silversmiths.     

Why didn’t you approach Jewish or-

ganizations?

I direct an appeal from here to all or-
ganizations, not necessarily Jewish. 
Many people promise to help, but we 
see nothing of this. Without the help

of God and the president, we would 
have already died of hunger. No one 
supports us and we have no work. Ear-
lier we had all this in Sana’a, before 
the Huthis came and stole our homes, 
cars, and belongings. We left with the

clothes on our skin.  

I asked you earlier about living in a 

guarded area.  Aren’t you and your 

neighbors more of a target living un-

der those conditions: guarded and 

not free to come and go? 

We believe in God and the protection of

the Yemeni government.   

Are you a Yemeni, or a Jew, or both? 
I am a Yemeni. The most ancient reli-
gion here was Judaism. 

How long has your family lived in Ye-

men? 

Hundreds of years.   

I wish you continued growth and I 

hope you receive the help you need.

I would like to thank the president for 
allowing this interview. 
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Exclusive interview with Rabbi of Yemen’s Sana’a Jews
By most estimates, only several hundred Jews remain in Yemen today, split 

into two communities that have little to do with each other. An enclave num-

bering fewer than 100 Jews is located in Sana’a, Yemen’s capital city. Its resi-

dents, the remainder of the community of Sa’ada, were forced to leave their 

homes by the Houthis, who in 2004, began a rebellion against the govern-

ment of President Ali Abdullah Saleh, whom they claimed was “an ally of 

the Americans and the Jews.” Sana’a Jews, who claim their property was 

confiscated by the Houthis, live in a closed compound under the protection of
the government. They are funded and influenced in religious observance by
Satmar Hasidim.

The Media Line’s Felice Friedson interviewed Rabbi Yahe Yousif Mousa, 

the spiritual leader of the Sana’a community, in Yemen’s capital.

Rabbi Yahe Yousif Mousa

Why men seek wives from villages

Stories from Real Life

He left the girl he loved 

because he was a miser

Ahmad Jarrah, 60, is married and 
has a daughter. He is a private 
sector employee in Sana’a. 

Ahmad traveled to many countries 
before his work in Sana’a, and spent a 
long time abroad. When he returned to

Yemen he decided to marry and settle 
in Sana’a.

He became acquainted with a wom-
an, Najla’a, who was 30. She was 
unmarried and worked in the same 
company as Ahmad. Najla’a was from 
Sana’a city. A short time after Ahmad 
met her he decided to marry her be-
cause he wanted to marry a woman 
from the city.

When he went to her family to en-
gage her, he was shocked by their de-
mands for the engagement. He thought 
that the situation in the city was not so 
different as that in his village. He was in 
a dilemma between his love for Najla’a 
and the demands of her family.

Ahmad could afford the expense of 
the marriage, but he refused the idea 
thinking that these things were old 
habits he did not want to follow. He 
wanted to marry Najla’a, but in the way 
he wanted. What he wanted was to pay

only 5,000 rials for the engagement, 
and 2,000 rials to the marriage official

without any wedding celebrations.
Najla’a’s family flatly refused and

told her to forget him, because he was 
belittling her honor. But Najla’a want-

ed to help Ahmad to get married with-
out problems. Ahmad, unfortunately, 
insisted on his opinion and ignored his 
responsibility to hold a wedding.

They remained in love for six years, 
but Ahmad lost Najla’a because of his 
obstinacy and his fixed way of thinking.

Najla’a tried to forget him and started a 
new life with others who wanted to en-
gage her. But she could not forget and 
still had hope as Ahmad was helping 
her in her work.

A long time later, Ahmad tried to 
forget Najla’a who loved him, and de-
cided to marry a girl from his village. 
This girl was not educated and did not 
know much about the responsibilities 
of marriage. But Ahmad thought that 
she would be better for him than a civi-
lized girl.

He thought she would improve in 
the future and be an obedient wife. She 
would be loyal to him and would accept 
anything he gave her, even if it was a 
small thing. He also thought he could 
control her as she was a villager.

Soon he engaged a villager from a 
family in Radfan and quickly married 
her. He took her with him to the city 
to take care of him and his house. He 
forgot Najla’a, who loved him so much 
for so many years. He forget Najla’a 
and his dreams with her for the sake of 
money and because he was a miser.

After his marriage to the woman 
from Radfan, Ahmad became strange 
and a person of weak personality. His 
life has changed for the worse and his 
status diminished, because Najla’a al-

ways prays for Allah to punish him as 
he has destroyed her life.

He divorced his wife to 

marry a weak willed 

villager

Morjan Ali, 32, is married and 
has a son and daughter. He 
was a government employee 

and lived with his family in Sana’a. 
Murjan married Ruwaida who was 
from the city, educated and knew life 
well.

Murjan was not happy with Ruwai-
da because she was always asking for 
money to buy the things she needed. He 
always hoped to marry a girl from the 
countryside, thinking that she would ac-
cept the little she could get from him.

A short time later, Murjan divorced 
his wife for a number of reasons, the 
most important of which was that he 
believed she thought herself better than 
him, as she was educated and elegant. 
He married a girl, Halima, from a vil-
lage in Sana’a. She did not know much 
about life or anything else.

Problems started between them for 
small reasons. Their life became dif-
ficult to the point that they simply did

not understand each other. Halima dealt 
with Murjan as any woman does who 
wants to take care of herself. She want-
ed to be a wife and mother who has a 
personality and her own identity.

But her husband Murjan wanted a 

weak woman without her own will, and 
now he feels sorry for marrying her.

He wants to marry a 

girl from the city as he 

sees her as better

W
alid Alil, 33, is unmarried 
after he divorced his wife. 
He used to work as farmer 

on his land in Taiz. He has two sons and 
three girls from his first wife. Walid

used to live with his family even after 
getting married because he is the eldest 
son.

His wife, Wedad, was from the same

village as Walid. They were almost re-
lated. Whilst they were married there

were problems between them, because 
Wedad did not respect her husband and

did not listen to him. She was always 
doing things he did not want her to do. 
She did not respect anyone from his 
family and always neglected her hus-
band.

Wedad did not understand what mar-
ried life meant, and Walid always ad-
vised her and directed her towards the 
right path. He even controlled himself 
to avoid further problems with her.

Many years later, Wedad betrayed

her husband and took some documents 
concerning his land. She gave them to 
his relatives, who shared the land with 
Walid. She did this only to create prob-
lems between her husband and his rela-
tives. When Walid realized what she

had done, he decided to divorce her.
After he divorced her, he locked him-

self away from his family and remained 
in the house. He wanted to forget the 
bad past with his wife. His wife’s con-
duct had left him in a miserable psy-
chological condition. He shut himself 
inside his house and left his sons and 
his family without any support. The 
family needed him, however, because 
he was their only means of support.

Some time later, Walid became ac-
quainted with a girl via the telephone. 
He used to call numbers on the phone 
randomly whilst he sat in the house. He 
called the number of this girl by chance, 
and she answered him, advising him to 
go to the mosque instead of bothering 
people by phone.

Walid admired her way of talking

and her politeness. He requested that 
she be his friend or sister, despite the 
fact that he lived in Taiz and she was 
in Sana’a. Nada, who was 33 years old 
and unmarried, accepted. She was edu-
cated and worked in the private sector 
besides doing her housework.

Nada understood that Walid had

psychological problems, and under-
stood from his voice that he was full of 
grievances and worries. She decided to 
listen to him and to be his friend and 
sister. Walid started telling Nada his

concerns and problems because he felt 
relaxed with her. He listening to Nada’s 
talk and advice.

He started to improve psychologi-
cally. He started leaving the house and 
began taking care of his children and 

family. He gradually started forget-
ting about the past and its pains, and a 
short time later Walid was restored his

ordinary life. He thanked Nada for her 
help.

Nada herself was calm and happy 
when talking with Walid. After they got

to know each other more, Walid told

Nada he wanted to marry her. He said 
that he felt she was the only person who 
understood him, and he understood her 
despite he being a villager and she be-
ing from the modern city.

Nada agreed, and accepted to live 
with him and endure all the conditions 
of his life. She accepted to bring up 
his children because she was educated 
and noble. Within a short time, Walid

traveled from Taiz to Sana’a to engage 
Nada, and her family accepted. Walid

decided that after they were married, he 
would live with Nada in the city, even 
though Nada had accepted to live with 
him in the village.

He wanted to educate his children 
well and make his daughters finish

their studies. Walid also did not oppose

Nada working and even encouraged 
her to finish her studies. He saw in her

a wise woman who could understand 
his position and condition.

Walid was also very sure that Nada

will be a mother, sister and friend to 
his children. So he accepted her with 
all her conditions, and did not oppose 
anything she did. He sees her as better 
than the girl from the countryside and 
the women who surrounded him in his 
village.

By: Nawal Zaid

For the Yemen Times



بكالوريوس تسويق وإدارة إنتاج  Ł 
جامعه العلوم والتكنولوجيا - تعز 
خمس  مرتفع - خبرة جيد معهد

التسويقية  البحوث في سنوات
الترويجية  الخطط وإعداد والترويج

سعيد  هائل مجموعة في والتسويقية
أنعم.

 للتواصل: 777765309
سوداني، بكالوريوس محاسبة خبرة  Ł 

واسعة في حسابات الشركات 
المقاولات + بكالوريوس لغة  وشركات

إنجليزية.
712500512   

خبرة عشرون سنة سائق في شركة  Ł 
أرمكو والسفارة الامريكية في 

مشاريع  في اليمن وفي السعودية،
الدولي  البنك من الممولة الريف مياه

الإنجليزية. يجيد
 للتواصل:04/408828-771965689

عالمة الصوفي - خريجة شريعة  Ł 
دبلوم  2007م صنعاء جامعة وقانون

محاسبة - كمبيوتر - طالبة وظيفة 
إداري. عمل أي أو سكرتيرة

 للتواصل:700341587
مدرس متخصص في تدريس اللغة  Ł 

العربية والإنجليزية - خبرة في مجال 
يرغب  التربوي، والإشراف التدريس

الصف  خاصة دروس إعطاء في
الثانوي’ وبأسعار  والثالث التاسع

الإتصال على  يرغب من مناسبة’ وعلى
التالي : العنوان

 رقم التلفون: 735519454
عبدالله محمد مسعود،تمهيدي  Ł 

إنجليزية -جامعة صنعاء  لغة ماجستير
- 4سنوات تدريبية في مدارس 

لغات. ومعاهد
للتواصل:777584644 -

733496587
سائق ذو خبرة أكثر من Ł 30 سنة 

أي  في العمل في يرغب البلد خارج
هيئة محلية أو أجنبية.

 للتواصل:714663402
إنجليزية ممتازة - خريج كلية  Ł 

الهندسة )حاسوب( خبرة أكثر من 
فريق  مع سنوات : تسويق خمس

- إدارة الرحلات )شركات  امريكي
والإقامات -  الفيز وغاز(- نفط

أون لاين.  والتدريب الإنترنت استخدام
للتواصل:

771285752-734882744   
esaam79@yahoo.com   

بكالوريوس محاسبة + إجادة  Ł 
المحادثة والكتابة بشكل جيد للغة 

خبرة  + دبلوم سكرتارية + الإنجليزية
محاسب سنوات 7

 للتواصل: 770799614 أو 
733409652

بكالوريوس علوم حاسوب / جامعة  Ł 
في  مايكروسوفت سباء - شهادة

+ CCNA دورة+ mcp + mcsa
الصيانة +الشبكات مع مهارة في 

اللغة  التشغيل + إجادة أنظمة
الإنجليزية

 للتواصل: 777001119
معاذ عبدالجبار القباطي، تخصص  Ł 

في  بعمل يرغب تقني وتبريد- تكيف

مجال تخصصه
 للتواصل: 713165335

بكالوريوس علوم وهندسة الحاسوب  Ł 
خبرة في تقنية المعلومات وصيانة 

يرغب  طويلة لمدة والشبكات الأجهزة
التخصص مجال في العمل في

 للتواصل: 771818420
بكالوريوس ترجمة )جامعة صنعاء(  Ł 
خبرة في مجال المراسلات التجارية 

البنكية-الأعمال  الخارجية-الإعتمادات
شركة  لدى بالعمل أرغب الإدراية

سفارة أو  أو نفطية شركة أو تجارية
أجنبية  منظمة

 للتواصل: 777991248
بكالوريوس تقنية معلومات من  Ł 
الجامعة اليمنية بتقدير جيد جداً 

البرمجة +  في خبرة على حاصل
مواقع  +الشبكات +تصميم الصيانة
 php+Asp البرمجة بلغة الإنترنت

+قواعد البيانات حاصل على شهادة 
المستوى  YALI معهد من اللغة في

الثامن.
 للتواصل: 711597050

بكالوريوس هندسة مدنية جامعة  Ł 
استخدام  على القدرة لدية صنعاء

البرامج الهندسية. 
 للتواصل:735386564

بكالوريوس محاسبة + دورة في  Ł 
الإدارة المالية والتكاليف والمبيعات 
في  الشركة + دورة في والتسويق

مجال  في المحاسبي +دورة النظام
الحاسوب. في والإدارة +دورة التنسيق

 للتواصل: 770599659 
جنسية هندية -ماجستير تجارة- أكثر  Ł 
من 20 سنة خبرة في مجال التجارة - 

- تسويق مشاريع )مستويات  إدارة
( على الاستعداد بالالتحاق حالياً  عالية

الشركات. في
 للتواصل: 711445354

بكالوريوس تقنية المعلومات من  Ł 
جامعة العلوم والتكنولوجيا بتقدير 
ممتاز مع مرتبة الشرف من أوائل 
الدفعة حاصل على شهادة أفضل 

مشروع التخرج خبرة في البرمجة + 
مواقع  تصميم + الشبكات + الصيانة
مع  )الصفحات الألكترونية ( الإنترنت

في أنظمة التشغيل + لغات  مهارات
+ لغات البرمجة . البيانات قواعد إدارة

العمل  الانجليزية .يرغب اللغة إجادة
تخصصة. مجال في

للتواصل: 77040629 -
734442010

توجد لدينا فيز عمل إلى السعودية -  Ł 
حداديين - نجاريين - بنائيين 

وفيز  عمرة- -سائقيين-تأشيرة
آخرى.  777834770

يعلن مكتب المحاسب القانوني عبده  Ł 
صالح الأوذن عن حاجتة إلى 4 
حسابات - بكالوريوس  مراجعي
ثلاث  عن لاتقل محاسبة + خبرة
عامة +  ثانوية سنوات,  سكرتيرة
الرغبة  لدية فمن سكرتارية. دبلوم

على  الذاتية السيرة إرسال والكفاءة
abdoalawthan@ التالي: الإميل

yahoo.con
تعلن Ł Tawdhef Yemen عن حاجتها 

للتخصصات التالية: صيدلي لديه 
مندوبين  الأسنان، معاجين في خبرة

مبيعات وتحصيل بين تسويق وذلك 
ارسال  وتعز. وعدن صنعاء في العمل

التالي  الإيميل على الذاتية السيرة
-tawdef0yemen@gmail.com

Ł 777255032 ،329330

م  Ł 97 للبيع سيارة هيلوكس موديل
غمارتين رقم...../02 بسعر 

2,350,000ريال قابلة للتفاوض
 للتواصل:771533187

للبيع سيارة دوج لون أبيض موديل  Ł 
2009م 

للتواصل:770303176-
771166162

للبيع سيارة الأسطورة سوزوكي  Ł 
فيتارا لون أبيض موديل 2009

 للتواصل:714663402
 Ł 2004 سيارة تويوتا صالون موديل
المعاينة  الراغبين وعلى جيدة بحالة

عروض  وتقديم السفارة مقر في
 22 أقصاه موعد حتى مغلقة،

فبراير
للتواصل: 01-421800

بيع أرضية في السواد، Ł 10 لبن كاملة 
الأوراق.

للتواصل:711743687/734623693
عمارة مكونة من ثلاثة طابق وطيرمانة  Ł 

تقع في شارع هائل شارع 16 على 
دكاكين  فتحات ثلاث عليها الرئسي

فمن  لبن( 7 على مسلح )العمارة حجر
التواصل  يرجى للشراء الرغبة عليه

على:777940770

 Ł 4 شقة للإيجار التواهي عدن دور رابع
غرف + صالة + بلكونة مطلة على 

مباشرة. البحر
 للتواصل:771433757-734201785

 Ł 8-6 طلب شراء قطعة أرض )حُر( من
لبن بأن تكون موقعها في سعوان 

متوسط. بسعر
 للتواصل: 771533187

بيت مسلح حجر مع خزان أرضي،  Ł 
مكونة من بدروم وحوش سيارة وفي 
الأمام  في الأول الدور حمام، البدروم
من  مكونة شقة وداخل دكاكين ثلاثة
عرفتين وحمام ومطبخ، الدور الثاني 
ومطبخ،  حمامات وثلاثة غرف أربع

لبن. خمس الأرض مساحة
 العنوان أمام نادي الفروسية

 للتواصل:736233665-770738992
( لبنة في  Ł 7.5(أرضية للبيع صافي
المدينة السكنية لموظفي الطيران -
صنعاء  المطار حوات / شرق بني

الدولي
 للإتصال:735838227

بيت اربع لبن في صنعاء شارع هائل  Ł 
خلف معرض القمه للملابس حجر 

طابق  ثلاثه من مكونه مسلح
رياض734995222

مبنى  جديد دور أرضي شقه مكونه  Ł 
من 4غرف  صالة 2حمام ومطبخ . 
شقه  كل شقتين مكون الثاني الدور

ومطبخ.  حمام 2 1صاله 2غرف فيها
صنعاء:  تعز الموقع :جوله

 777960925
للبيع مكتبة فتحتين بجميع محتوياتها  Ł 

الموقع متميز جداً في شارع 17 
التفرغ( لعدم هائل )البيع من متفرع

-777461336-01/219194
711189218

إعلانات مبوبة 113 March, 2011

همك
ت م قا ر ا

177 طوارىء	الكهرباء	
171 طوارىء	المياه	
199 	طوارىء	الشرطه	
118 الإستعلامات	
191 الإطفاء	
194 حوادث	)المرور(	

252701/7 الشئون	الداخليه	
202544/7 الشئون	الخارجيه	
7522227 تليمن	
250761/3 الهجرة	
332001/2 التلفزيون	
203131/3 الصليب	الاحمر	
272061 الإذاعة	

 111262/3 مؤسسة	الباصات	للتنقل	داخل	المدن	

الوزارات
290200 رئاسة	الجمهورية 
490800 رئاسة	الوزراء	
545132 وزارة	الاشغال	العامة	والطرق	
274439 وزارة	الاوقاف	والارشاد	
535031 وزارة	التعليم	العالي	والبحث	العلمي			

01/268583 وزارة	الثروة	السمكية	
01/274640 وزارة	الثقافة	
01/294579 وزارة	الخدمة	المدنية	والتامينات	
01/276404 وزارة	الدفاع	
01/282963 وزارة	الزراعة	والري	
01/262809 وزارة	الشئون	الاجتماعية	والعمل	
01/402213 وزارة	الشئون	القانونية	
01/252211 وزارة	الصحة	العامة	والسكان	
01/472913 وزارة	الشباب	والرياضة	
01/235462 وزارة	الصناعة	والتجارة			
01/236512 وزارة	العدل	
01/220050 وزارة	السياحة	
01/402254 وزارة	المغتربين	

01/202309/10 وزارة	النفط	والمعادن	
01/289577 وزارة	شئون	الداخلية	
01/260900 وزارة	النقل	

01/444831 وزارة	حقوق	الانسان	
01/331460 وزارة	الاتصالات	وتقنية	المعلومات	
01/227242 وزارة	الادارة	المحلية	
01/274008 وزارة	الاعلام	
01/250101 وزارة	التخطيط	والتعاون	الدولي	
01/252732 وزارة	التربية	والتعليم	
01/537914 وزارة	الخارجية	
01/332701 وزارة	الداخلية	
01/260365 وزارة	المالية	

 01/2022257 وزارة	المواصلات	
01/418289 وزارة	المياه	والبيئة	

    01/326196 وزارة	الكهرباء	

البنوك
967 - 260823

ف	:260824
عدن	270347/8/9 

ف:	237824    بنك	اليمن	والخليج	
666666/01	:ت

ف:	203271   بنك	التضامن	الإسلامي	
 277224 البنك	التجاري	

ف:	277291
  264775 - 264702 مصرف	اليمن	البحرين	الشامل	

ف:503350 - 264703
407030 بنك	اليمن	الدولي			

276585/2 البنك	العربي			
563813 بنك	التسليف	الزراعي	

  274314/1 البنك	المركزي	
449731 بنك	الامل	
517544 البنك	القطري	الدولي	
271601 بنك	اليمني	للانشاء	والتعمير	
286506 بنك	سبا	الاسلامي	
274371 بنك	كاليون	
407540 يونايتد	بنك	لميتد	
538901 بنك	كاك	الاسلامي	
209451 بنك	اليمن	والكويت	للتجارة	والانشاءات	

تأجير سيارات
448686 نيوكارز	لتاجير	سيارات		

ف:	448691
506372	،309618   (Budget	(	زاوية

ف	:	240958
270751 يورب	كار	

فرع	شيرتون	545985
فرع	عدن	245625

صنعاء				10-903044 هيرتز	لتآجير	السيارات	
فرع	شيراتون		589545

عدن		526542

مراكز تدريب وتعليم الكمبوتر
صنعاء		503864 01  آبتك	لتعليم	الكمبيوتر)تركيز	على	

ف	:	407419  01   الانترنت،	مناهج،	تجارة	إلكترونية(		
عدن					237199 02     شهادة	ايزو	1.	

تعز						250343 04
المكلاء			294703 05

01 355444  Infinite Education
442073،	445518/7 NIIT			لتعليم	الكمبيوتر	

البريد السريع
صنعاء					440170  01  

عدن							ت	626 245  02 
الحديده			266975 03 
تعز							780 205 04 
إب									411988 04

المكلا						302641 04 
شبوه							202326 04
سيئون					407219 04

بلحاف					777788660                                      
سقطرى				660498 04 

UPS  416751

 DHL644109/8/7

ARAMEX

صنعاء	5/ 441024 01
عدن				243124 02
تعز						213489 04
المكلا		309190 04
الحديدة	219643 03

شحن وتوصيل
531231-531221     M&M Logistics & Aviation Services

407905	 النسيم	للشحن	والتوصيل	
 444550, 441935 ورلد	لينك	

447126/5/7 يمباك	للنقل	
429671	 ماس	العالمية	للشحن	
426823 مأرب	للسفريات	والسياحة	والشحن		
472192 ساس		لخدمات	الشحن	

مستشفيات
246967-66		 مستشفى	الثورة	
مستشفى	الجمهوري	  274286-87

412981	 مستشفى	حدة	الأهلي	
 600000- 602800	 المستشفى	الالماني	الحديث	

ف	:	601889 
felixpene@hotmail.com

  424765	 مستشفى	الجنيد	
المستشفى	الاهلي	الحديث	 444936  
500000	 مستشفى	العلوم	والتكنلوجيا	
283283	 مستشفى	الكويت	
313333	 مستشفى	السعودي	الالماني	
200000	 مستشفى	ازال	

شركات طيران
 500600 طيران	اليمنية	
250800 السعيدة	
565656
444442 الإماراتية	
427993 الإثيوبية	
213400 الألمانية	)لوفتهانزا(	
445970 التركية	
506574 السعودية	
506030 القطرية	
440001 العربية	للطيران	
441041 طيران	الخليج	
275061 المصرية	

فنادق
01  246967-66 فندق	ميركيور	صنعاء		
عدن		328666 02
عدن		418545/7 	فندق	شمر	

  237500	 فندق	شيراتون	
546666	 فندق	موفمبيك						

ف	:	546000
425970/1/ 2	 فندق	فرساي	

272372		 فندق	سبأ							
449871 فندق	ريلاكس	ان	

432020/30/40 فندق	لازوردي	
01 423030 فندق	تاج	صيدة	رزدينس	

مكاتب ترجمة
الشهاب	لخدمات	الترجمة:)عربي-	إنجليزي()إنجليزي	-	عربي(

تلفون:	777762202	أو	733008686	-	فاكس:	
sts.yemen@gmail.com	:إيميل	420657/01

معاهد
  445482/3/4 ,448039	 معهد	يالي	

ف	:448037
01 264221	 معهد	التي	

549002 معهد	اللغة	الألمانيه	
222662

ف	:	557415 المعهد	البريطاني	للغات	والكمبيوتر		
5/532434 
ف	:	532436 معهد	كاروكوس			

   510613 - 240833
ف:	265537 معهدأيكتك	
01  537871 معهد	اكسيد		
 01  441036 معهد	مالي	
01  448573 معهد	هورايزن	

شركات التأمين
   8005555	،555555 المتحدة	للتأمين	

ف	:272924 الوطنية	للتأمين	
01 206113 مأرب	للتأمين	

صنعاء	391482 01
عدن	271318 02

04 188852 الشركة	اليمنية	الإسلامية	
608272 - 269272/34 للتأمين	وإعادة	التأمين	

عدن	716742
تعز	543052 شركة	اليمن	للتأمين	
01 214093	 شركة	أمان	

مدارس
تلفاكس:470250 روضة	واحة	الأطفال	

موبايل:	734522225
01 414026	 مدرسة	ريـنبو	

              01 424433-
  01 370191/2 

ف	:370193 01      مدارس	صنعاء	الدولية		
01 448258/9 مدرسة	التركيه	الدوليه	

       01 206159 مدرسة	الماجد	اليمنيه	
01 382091 مدرسة	منارات	

سفريات
01 274691 قدس	فلاي	
01 280777
01 535080 سكاي	للسفريات	والسياحة 

عدن	221270 02
01 270570 النسيم	للسفريات																

10 4411589	 العالميه	للسفريات	والسياحه	

مطاعم
مطعم	ومخبازة	الشيباني			)باسم	محمد	عبده	الشيباني(

تلفون	:	573662 10 - 092505 10			فاكس	:	916762

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

ت
صب

�
ال

2150 0001 AÉ©æ°U / ÉehQ /äQƒØµfGôa / ÉehQ /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-740/1
0005 AÉ©æ°U /»HO /QƒÑŸ’ƒc / ÉJôcÉL A-330 IY-865
0445 0015 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY664/5
1330 0100 AÉ©æ°U /»JƒÑ«L /ÊhQƒe / »JƒÑ«L /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-626/7
0640 0240 �صنعاء/ جده / �صنعاء B-738 IY-514/5
1600 0700 AÉ©æ°U / ¿ƒÄ«°S /»ÑXƒHCG /¿ƒÄ«°S /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-816/7
1730 0930 �صنعاء/تعز/ الريا�ض/ عدن/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-534/5
1650 1025 �صنعاء/المكلاء/جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-510/1
1845 1045 �صنعاء/ القاهرة/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-602/3
1800 ÉJôcÉL /QƒÑe’ƒc /»HO /AÉ©æ°U A-330 IY-862
0645 1935 �صنعاء/ عدن/ مومباي/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-854/5
0300 2300 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-518/9
0830 2300 �صنعاء/ دار ال�صلام / نيروبي/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-670

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

د
ح

لأ
ا

0445 0015 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-622/3
0350 0030 �صنعاء/ اأ�صمره/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-630/1
0645 0240 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-514/5
1750 0800 �صنعاء/ عدن/ دبي/ عدن/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-852/3
2130 0900 AÉ©æ°U /»JƒÑ«L /ÊhQƒe/ »JƒÑ«L /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-628/9
1945 0930 �صنعاء/ تعز/ القاهرة/ الحديدة/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-602/3
1540 1000 �صنعاء/ جده/ تعز/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-502/3
2120 AÉ©æ°U /»HO / ÉJôcÉL /QƒÑŸ’ƒc A-330 IY-863
2359 1430 �صنعاء/ ييروت / عمان / �صنعاء A-310 IY-643
0645 1935 �صنعاء/عدن/ مومباي/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-854/5
0230 2230 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-508/9
0645 2300 �صنعاء/ دم�صق/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-650/1

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

ين
ثن

ل
ا

1955 0001 �صنعاء/ القاهره/ باري�ض/ القاهره/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-748/9
0630 0130 �صنعاء/ الخرطوم / �صنعاء B-738 IY-632/3
0700 0300 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-514/5
0915 0800 �صنعاء/  دبي/ جوانزو/  دبي / �صنعاء A-330 IY-888/9
1930 1000 �صنعاء/ دار ال�صلام / نيروبي/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-670
2000 1020 �صنعاء/ عدن/ اأبوظبي/ عدن/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-812/3
2340 1100 �صنعاء/المكلاء/ القاهرة/المكلاء/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-602/3
1500 1100 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-506/7
2200 1730 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-624/5
2150 1830 �صنعاء/ اأ�صمره/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-630/1
0645 2100 AÉ©æ°U /…ÉÑeƒe /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-854/5
2110 ÉJôcÉL /»HO /AÉ©æ°U A-330 IY-864
0230 2230 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-520/1

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

ء
ثا

لا
لث

ا

2150 0001 AÉ©æ°U / ÉehQ / äQƒØµfGôa / ÉehQ /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-740/1
1300 0100 AÉ©æ°U /»JƒÑ«L / ÊhQƒe/ »JƒÑ«L /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-626/7
0645 0240 �صنعاء / جده / �صنعاء B-738 IY-514/5
1900 0800 �صنعاء/الحديده  / القاهرة/ عدن / �صنعاء B-738 IY-602/3
1930 1000 �صنعاء/ عمان/ بيروت / �صنعاء A-310 IY-642
1635 0720 �صنعاء/ المكلاء/ دبي/ المكلاء/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-802/3
1845 1100 �صنعاء/ دم�صق/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-644/5
1755 1115 �صنعاء/عدن/ الريا�ض/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-532/3
1900 1500 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-506/7
2255  AÉ©æ°U /»HO /ÉJôcÉL A-330 IY-865
0600 2030 �صنعاء/ نيروبي/ دار ال�صلام / �صنعاء B-738 IY-671
0245 2045 �صنعاء/عدن/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-518/9
0810 2100 �صنعاء/ مومباي/ عدن/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-854/5
0250 2330 �صنعاء/ اأ�صمره/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-630/1
0415 2345 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY622/3

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

ء
عا

رب
لأ

ا

0530 00 30 �صنعاء/الخرطوم/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-632/3
0920 0245 �صنعاء/ جده/ المكلا / �صنعاء B-738 IY-514/5
0915 0800 �صنعاء/  دبي/ جوانزو/  دبي / �صنعاء A-330 IY-888/9
1630 1020 �صنعاء/ الريا�ض/ تعز/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-532/3
1815 1030 �صنعاء/ دم�صق/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-644/5
1845 1045 �صنعاء/ القاهرة/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-602/3
1835 1100 �صنعاء/تعز/ جده/عدن/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-512/3
2210 1405 �صنعاء/ الدوحه / الكويت / �صنعاء B-738 IY-824
2310 1430 �صنعاء/ البحرين/ دبي/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-868
2005 QƒÑŸ’Gƒc /ÉJôcÉL /»HO /AÉ©æ°U A-330 IY-862
0100 2100 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-520/1

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

س
�
مي

لخ
ا

0600 0130 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-622/3
1700 0600 �صنعاء/عدن/ القاهرة / تعز/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-602/3
1545 0700 �صنعاء/ �صيئون/ جده/ �صيئون/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-500/1
2230 1030 / »JƒÑ«L / ÊhQƒe / »JƒÑ«L /AÉ©æ°U 

AÉ©æ°U
A-310 IY-628/9

2000 1010 �صنعاء/ عدن/ دبي/ عدن/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-852/3
1940 1030 �صنعاء/ المكلاء/ اأبوظبي / المكلاء/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-814/5
2340  AÉ©æ°U /»HO /QƒÑŸ’ƒc /ÉJôcÉL A-330 IY-863
1830 1430 �صنعاء / جده / �صنعاء B-738 IY-506/7
0645 2100 AÉ©æ°U /…ÉÑeƒe /AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-854/5
2130 QƒÑe’Gƒc / ÉJôcÉL /»HO /AÉ©æ°U A-330 IY-864
2359 2000 �صنعاء/ جده / �صنعاء B-738 IY-518/9
0200 2240 �صنعاء/ اأ�صمره / �صنعاء B-738 IY-634/5

و�صول IQOÉ¨e خط ال�صير الطراز رقم الرحلة

ة
ع

م
لج

ا

1955 0001 �صنعاء/ القاهره / باري�ض / القاهره / �صنعاء B-738 IY-748/9
0700 0100 �صنعاء/ جده / عدن / �صنعاء A-310 IY-514/5
0600 0100 �صنعاء / الخرطوم / �صنعاء B-738 IY-632/3
0600 0130 AÉ©æ°U /¢ùjOCG /AÉ©æ°U A-310 IY-622/3
1700 0730 �صنعاء/ بيروت / عمان /  �صنعاء A-310 IY-643
1705 0845 �صنعاء / دبي / البحرين / �صنعاء B-738 IY-821
1310 0830 �صنعاء/ الريا�ض/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-532/3
1745 0935 �صنعاء/ الكويت / الدوحة / �صنعاء B-738 IY-825
2030 1045 �صنعاء/ القاهرة /عدن/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-602/3
1700 1300 �صنعاء/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-506/7
1900 �صتعاء/ تعز/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-507
2205 1845 �صنعاء/ اأ�صمره/ �صنعاء A-310 IY-630/1
0230 2030 �صنعاء / عدن /  جده / �صنعاء B-738 IY-520/1
2145 �صتعاء/ تعز/ جده/ �صنعاء B-738 IY-407
0845 2300 AÉ©æ°U / …ÉÑeƒe / AÉ©æ°U B-738 IY-856/7

جداول رحلات الهبوط المنتظم للخطوط الجوية اليمنية
للمو�شم ال�شتوي حتى ٢٠١١/٣/٢٦م

❒ استئجار ❒ إيجار  ❒ شراء  ❒ بيع 
❒ غير ذلك ❒ طلب وظيفة  ❒ وظائف شاغرة 

تفاصيل الاعلان:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------
عنوان التواصل: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

كوبون للاعلانات الشخصية  (كل الاعلانات الشخصية بدون أي مقابل)

تايمز  على فاكس 268276  او على صندوق بريد  2579 - صنعاء  إلى صحيفة يمن  الكوبون وارسله  قص هذا 
لمزيد من المعلومات اتصل ب (ت 268661/2/3 01)

جميع الأوقات محلية



By: Safiya Al-Jabry

According to one Internet 
source, the world’s most 
expensive abaya was re-
cently appraised at USD 
350,000.  Designed by a 

world-famous British fashion house, 
this abaya was made of real gold and 
professionally cut diamonds.

The traditional abaya is a simple, 
black, long-sleeved, robe-like dress that 
Muslim women wear to conceal their 
bodies.  It usually covers everything 
except a woman’s face, feet and hands.  
Sometimes colored abayas will be worn, 
but even then, earth tones are preferred 
so as to not attract too much unwanted 
male attention.

In Prophet Mohammad’s time, abayas 
were called “khimar” and were compul-
sory for all women.  Again, the idea was 
to guard women’s bodies from the gazes 
of strange men.

It is written in the Holy Quran (Surat 
Noor, Verse 31):

“And say to the believing women 
that they should lower their gaze 
and guard their modesty; that they 
should not display their beauty and 
ornaments except what [must ordi-
narily] appear.  Thereof; that they 
should draw their veils over their 
bosoms and not display their beau-
ty except to their husbands, their 
fathers, their husbands’ fathers, 
their sons, their husbands’ sons, 
their brothers, their brothers’ sons 
or their sisters’ sons, or their slaves 
whom their right hand possesses, 
or their male servants free of physi-
cal needs, or small children…”

Today, however, the religious symbol-
ism of the abaya is starting to become 
confused with its newfound fashion ap-

peal.  Many people now think that they 
are trendy and some men have started 
to see abayas in a sexual light.  Others, 
however, complain that today’s abayas 
look more like dresses than hijabs (i.e. 
veils).

Ishaq Issa from Sana’a wonders why 
women cover their faces while at the 
same time wearing attractive abayas.  
“A woman either wears a respectable 
abaya or she doesn’t wear one at all.  
Nowadays, some abayas actually reveal 

the female figure rather than conceal it.

I would never let any members of my 
family wear such an abaya when going 
out.”

Saleh Mohammad, another Sanaani, 
agrees with Issa.  “To be honest,” said 
Mohammad, “girls nowadays actu-
ally look prettier with abayas than with-
out.  Most modern abayas are either 
too shiny or too tight.  Some of them 
are even designed to look like dresses.  
They are not as plain and simple as they 

are supposed to be, so what’s the point 
of wearing one anyway?”

In the pre-Islamic urban centers of the 
Arabian Peninsula, privileged women 
were the only one’s permitted to cover 
themselves.  The abaya was a sign of 
wealth and luxury, and it distinguished 
rich women from the less fortunate and 
slaves.

Some contemporary abayas are de-
signed to look like short tunics that 
are worn with leggings, so as to attract 
non-Muslim clientele.  Other times, 
non-Muslims living in Islamic countries 
wear the traditional abaya as a sign of 
cultural respect.

Stephanie Yourey is a young Chris-
tian lady who wears the abaya on her 
way to university.  She says that she 
wears such clothing because it is Ye-
meni culture and it makes her feel more 
secure, as people don’t look at her quite 
as strangely.  “I wear the abaya at uni-
versity because I want to safeguard my 
reputation and I don’t want people to 
judge me in a bad way, even though I 
feel I dress quite modestly underneath,” 
said Yourey.

“I sometimes think that Yemeni girls 
who wear tight, shiny and trendy abayas 
do so because they want to be attractive.  
I mean, they see attractively dressed 
girls on TV and it makes them want to 
look the same.  Some abayas actually 
look like black evening gowns.”

According to Sadeq Al-Wessabi, the 
owner of an abaya shop at Al-Assahi 
called Ruwat Fawasel, abaya prices in 
Yemen tend to range from YR 1,500 to 
YR 100,000.

“Women from the Gulf countries will 
often purchase tailor-made abayas of up 
to YR 50,000.  For them, this is much 
less than what they would pay in their 
own countries,” said Al-Wessabi.

Muslim women who like to wear 

designed clothes also want to wear de-
signer abayas.  Fashion houses are now 
starting to shift focus so as to meet the 
demands of this demographic.  An in-
creasing number of websites and fash-
ion shows feature abayas, and some top 
European labels like Blumarine have 
showcased models wearing couture 
abayas.

Rua Ahmed says she wears fashion-
able abayas not to attract male atten-
tion, but rather to feel young and alive.  
“Why shouldn’t we wear designer 
abayas?”, asks Ahmed.  “Yes, we are 
Muslim women, but abayas do not de-
fine us as being respectful or not.  I fol-
low the Quran’s teachings and I heed 
the Prophet’s sayings.  As long as my 
body is completely covered, I don’t see 
the reason why I shouldn’t wear shiny 
abayas or the new stretch abaya.  My 
abayas are black in color and cover my 

whole body as well.  I believe that this 
is what is required of me as a Muslim 
women.”

Others like Fatima Mohammad say 
that they’re aware of when it’s appro-
priate to wear a fashionable abaya and 
when it’s better to wear a plain one.  “If 
I’m going shopping,” explained Mo-
hammad, “I usually wear a plain abaya 
that covers me well because I know I 
will encounter men on my way.  But if 
I’m going to a wedding or if I’m invited 
to a friend’s house, then I will definitely

wear a nice shiny abaya, since I know 
for a fact that no men will be at that 
place.”

In Fatima Mohammad’s opinion, 
trendy, tight and glittery abayas are 
more attractive than the more conser-
vative variety and should not be worn 
at work places or in public, as it is not 
proper within Islam.
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Abayas: Faith or fashion?

The world’s most expensive abaya, tagged at around USD 350,000




