
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, May 21, 2011 — Tribesmen 
have attacked the electricity station four 
times since Tuesday, according to locals 
and the head of Marib station.  Headed 

by Sheikh Naji Me’asar, the tribesmen 
belong to al-Jeda’an tribe from Nehm 
and have attacked the electricity lines in 
the absence of the security forces.

“In three days only, they [Al-Jeda’an] 
attacked four times,” Eng. Abdalraha-

man Saif told the Yemen Times, “three 
attacks in Nehim itself and one in Abee-
da.”

On May 10, local residents reported 
clashes between The Republican Guards 
and tribes from Nehim. Armed tribes 
tried to prevent guards from Hadramout 
from moving toward the capital. Yemeni 
government sources confirmed that Re-
publican Guards used air strikes against 
the tribes.

According to Saif, the current elec-
tricity outage is the result of the May 10 
clashes. He added that it is the shiekh’s 
response to the state for having attacked 
them on their land.

“They hit also yesterday after we 

repaired the power lines, the day be-
fore they hit the circle. It’s all due to 
the attack on Nehm by the Republican 
Guards,” said Saif. “There is no protec-
tion for the lines and those who hit the 
power lines are threatening work crews 
that are sent to make repairs.”

According to Saif, the main road from 
Sana’a to Mareb has almost 50 security 
check points, 30 of which are protected 
by tribesmen. The remaining check-
points, he said, are under the control of 
plainclothes gunmen. As security forces 
have withdrawn from the main road, 
these gunmen have easier access to at-
tack the power lines.

The Marib station consists of two 

power circles that provide 400 mega-
watts each. That accounts for 40 percent 
of the entire country’s electricity.

 “Breaking the two circles makes a big 
gap to the whole nation now,” explained 
Saif. He added that state relies upon 
power lines from Hiziaz in the capital, 
and Al-Makha relies on a 260-megawatt 
steam station and a 500-megawatt diesel 
station. 

Since the end of April, the Marib sta-
tion has witnessed 11 attacks. Residents 
in the capital spend almost five con-
tinuous hours each day without power. 
Diesel shortages add to the problems of 
those who use private generators when 
the power is off.

Saif said the state tries to address the 
damage by repairing the broken power 
lines, but the tribesmen break it again 
once it has been repaired. The only way 
to end this problem, he said, is by get-
ting other tribes to mediate between Al-
Jeda’an and the state. 

“We are trying to get a mediation 
from well-respected tribes such as Al-
Shabwanis,” said Said. 

Although Saif said Al-Shabwanis will 
mediate to protect the power lines in 
Mareb, Al-Shabwanis declined to medi-
ate with Al-Jeda’an. 

“Shiekh Me’asar is from Nehim, 

which is an area the followers of Sana’a 
governorate, and the power is cut from 
their side so we can’t mediate” said 
Ahmed Al-Shabwani. 

“They [ Me’asar] have their own prob-
lem with the state, and we can’t inter-
fere even if we were asked to mediate,” 
said Al-Shabwani. “They are the owner 
of that area.” He added that each tribe 
protects its own lands—and that it’s not 
possible to protect someone else’s area.  

Recently, the government accused 
Al-Shabwanis of threatening to cut the 
power themselves in order to demand 
the state reveal facts related to the mur-
der of Jaber Al-Shabwani, former Marib 
deputy governor.  Jaber Al-Shabwani 
was known for convincing Al-Qeada 
member to submit themselves to the 
state. Publically, however, Al-Shab-
wanis has condemned attacks against 
power lines, saying electricity is a public 
service necessary to Yemeni citizens and 
power disruptions stand against the pub-
lic interest. 

 “In our area, people are aware in 
general about the public interest,” Al-
Shabwani explained. “We never cut the 
power or use this method to put pressure 
on the state. We did it only once last year 
in an angry time when they [the govern-
ment] killed our brother.”

By: Mohamed Bin Sallam

SANA’A, May 22 — After pledging to 
sign a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
broker power transfer deal on Sunday, 22 
May, President Saleh has, for the third 
timed, failed to affix his signature to the
agreement. 

Saleh demanded that the Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMP) sign the agreement 
in a public even and not “behind closed 
doors”.

Whether Saleh will sign the initiative 
at some point on Sunday remains un-
clear. 

The JMP and its allies have signed the 
third version of the GCC brokered power 
transfer deal on Saturday evening in the 
home of Mohamed Salem Basandwa, 
chairman of the Preparatory Committee 
for the National dialogue. GCC Secretary 
General Dr. Abdul Lateef Al-Zayani wit-
nessed the signing.

Dr. Yaseen Saeed Noman, current 
head of the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP), 

Basandwa, Abdul Wahab Al-Ansi, Sec-
retary General of the Islah party, Hassan 
Zaid, Secretary General of the Al-Haq 
party, and independent member of the 
parliament, Sakhr Al-Wajeeh were the 
opposition figures who signed the agree-
ment.

Hours before the signing of the agree-
ment, President Saleh described the GCC 
initiative as “a coup against the constitu-
tional legitimacy and came under west-
ern efforts to create a weak regime in 
the region,” in a speech before soldiers 
assembled for Unification Day celebra-
tions.

He also said that the GCC initiative 
is “purely a plot but we will deal with it 
positively” accusing the GCC countries 
of financing the ongoing protests in Ye-
men demanding his departure since they 
first began last February.

In a concerned circumstance on the 
face of signing the proposal by Saleh and 
his party, leaders of the JMP and the na-
tional dialogue have refused on Sunday 

an invitation from the GPC to re-sign the 
initiative in meeting at the presidential 
palace.

“The JMP has signed the initiative on 
Saturday evening and it is not good to 
attend again during Saleh’ signature and 
his party,” according to sources close to 
the opposition party.

The ruling party emphasized in a 
meeting chaired by Saleh “the necessity 
of signing the proposal at the republican 
palace with the attendance of all political 
parties including the opponent JMP.”

A source from the GPC told the local 
newsyemen.net website that “if the JMP 
is saying that they will not attend a meet-
ing headed by Saleh, so how are they go-
ing to form a government with the GPC 
that requires swearing in front of the 
president.”

He added “the JMP is saying to the me-
diators who are trying to convince them 
to attend, that they will only deal with 
vice president and that means obstruct-
ing the agreement since the moment of 

signing it.
“We insist that Saleh signs with the 

attendance of all concerned political par-
ties who are involved of signing with the 
GPC, the JMP, Secretary General of the 
GCC, ambassadors of the US, EU, ac-
credited ambassadors to Yemen and the 
media to make this occasion as a histori-
cal event embodying the Yemeni wisdom 
on saving the homeland from sedition 
and bloodshed.”

The GCC agreement which was 
signed by the opposition and not yet by 
Saleh and his ruling party guarantees 
Yemen’s unity, its security and stability 
and addressing the aspirations of Yemeni 
people in the change and reforming.

The initiative also stipulates that power 
should be transferred in peaceful and safe 
way that keeps Yemen from falling into 
chaos and violence under national recon-
ciliation. All parties should remove ten-
sion causes politically and security and 
all parties should stop all kinds of taking 
revenge, according to the initiative.
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Saleh remains defiant

Power lines in Marib attacked four times last week 

 In a speech before the Central Security Forces last Saturday, Saleh remained

defiant and called the GCC power transfer deal a coup
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The Tower Apartments (IMC-Realty) are located in a quiet neighborhood. 

One block from the Sitteen street, 15 minutes from the Sana’a International 

Airport, a short walk from the newly built Government Center, walking 

distance to shopping areas. Great 

views from every unit. 

Elegant Apartments 

for Rent in Sana’a

For further details 

please call us on 
+967 711178889
733581505

Or visit our website

http://www.imc-realty.com

Real Estate Agents 
are welcome
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By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Murad Al-Ghariti is a human rights 
and development since 1992. He 
started his career with Amnesty In-
ternational in Yemen. Today he is the 
executive director of the Tamkeen 
Development Foundation that looks 
at the issues of human rights train-
ing, research and advocacy. In this 
interview, Nadia Al-Sakkaf speaks 
with Murad about the role of civil so-
ciety and its capacity in contributing 
towards Yemen’s development dur-
ing this period of transition and the 
future.

Your organization, Tamkeen Devel-
opment Foundation (TDF) defines
itself as a neutral independent civil 
society organization yet its’ media 
rhetoric indicates otherwise. How do 
you explain this?
We are an independent non-governmen-

tal organization that works neutrally 

in development from a human rights 

perspective. We are also a member of 

a number of local and international alli-

ances and networks and continue to play 

a role as an independent organization 

on the issues Yemen faces, from a legal 

rights-based developmental approach.

This means that although we are 

neutral, we have to issue statements on 

what is going on in Yemen from a hu-

man rights approach; i.e. we must criti-

cize violations of human rights regard-

less of who does them.

I do admit that some of my personal 

statements may seem less objective, but 

I do so as an individual, in my personal 

capacity and not necessarily as a TDF 

spokesperson. However, given what is 

going on in Yemen, as a civil society ac-

tor and human rights activist my opin-

ions are derived from my perceptions. 

These I adopt from my own environ-

ment.

You need to understand that one of 

the motives to establish the foundation 

was to provide an independent neutral 

civil society rights based narrative of 

what’s going on in Yemen especially 

since many organizations are not en-

tirely neutral and thus the credibility of 

reports coming from many Yemeni civil 

society organization was questionable.

Having said that, there is no reason 

why members of an independent orga-

nization should not have their own po-

litical affiliations or opinions – but these
should not affect the direction of the or-

ganization and its work.

But in today’s Yemen, sometimes 

there is a need to go beyond being neu-

tral and objective. We need to take a 

stand against the violations taking place 

and monitor them as well as document 

them in a credible and accurate man-

ner. We also need to use these facts 

for advocacy and awareness on human 

rights. There are so many internation-

ally known and respected human rights 

organizations that take a stand against 

violations, what we are doing here is the 

same. This is the essence of civil society 

organizations in the first place.

Yes, but why should Yemenis or the 
world, trust the local civil society or-
ganizations? Or believe that they are 
true representatives of Yemenis and 
what they want?
Civil society organizations play an im-

portant role in any society because, they 

as nongovernmental organizations were 

created as part of the community and as 

representatives of it. It plays an interme-

diary role between the people and the 

government or points of authority, while 

educating and empowering the people.

A strong civil society is a tool for bal-

ance and empowerment of the people. 

Civil society is a member of the third 

sphere (these include the private sector 

and political parties). These three to-

gether create the interface between the 

people and their governments and the 

stronger they are the more balanced the 

relation between the governed and the 

governors, therefore having strong and 

independent civil society in any country 

is a sign of the strength of its democ-

racy.

This is why it is important to trust and 

support Yemen’s civil society especially 

in such critical times. We also need to 

supervise and direct the work of the 

civil society organizations -- to remind 

them of their role and to ensure their in-

dependence and credibility so that they 

are capable of providing accurate infor-

mation on behalf of the people as well 

as creating pressure on the government 

for reform

In other words Yemenis and the world 

has no other option, other than to trust 

and have faith in Yemen’s civil society 

because it is their alternative voice. Per-

haps this is also an opportunity to call 

on all Yemen’s civil society organiza-

tions to realize the responsibility they 

have -- and that they should work in an 

institutional and independent manner -- 

to support the country’s development.

Talking about representing what the 
people need, there seems an increas-
ing gap between the revolution’s 
youth and opposition political par-
ties, what is going on?
That is correct and the gap has become 

too wide. At this stage it cannot be 

bridged. But we need all the strategiz-

ing and collective intelligence to deal 

with the current situation on political 

and popular levels. Yet it seems there is 

a huge divide between the two. There is 

a lack of clear coordination between the 

youth and opposition political parties 

despite the fact that they agree in prin-

ciple on the same goal, that is to topple 

the regime.

In my opinion the main reason for 

this divide is that the political parties, 

which are based on individual strengths 

rather than collective power, operate in 

a traditional way compared to the more 

liberated popular movement.

Moreover, the youth are too eager 

and too hasty; they can’t wait for politi-

cal deliberations and games. The youth 

also feel excluded and sometimes op-

pressed by the very political parties that 

rode on their backs to reach the promi-

nent positions they are in today. This 

exclusion is visible in the lack of em-

powerment of the youth politically and 

the non-inclusion of them as groups or 

individuals in political discussions and 

decision-making,

We need to remember that although 

these opposition parties are rivals to the 

current regime, they were influenced
during their conception by the very sys-

tem they are fighting today. Thus their
structure, mechanisms and even poli-

cies are somewhat similar to that of the 

existing regime in which the youth is 

considered obsolete.

The regime has also created and en-

dorsed other structures such as tribal 

leaderships and supportive political 

parties that play a role in the political 

power struggle.

The divide between the youth and the 

political parties is visible in the dispar-

ity in the approaches. In fact it is seen 

even in the dates marked for their move-

ments. For example the political parties 

defined 3rd February as the beginning of
the revolution without consultation with 

the youth who recognize 11th February 

as the first day of the revolution.
The crucial blow and divide was 

when the opposition parties decided to 

accept the initiative and reach an agree-

ment with the president without consult-

ing or reaching an agreement with the 

youth. Moreover, the political parties 

actually did not publically announce 

their position in support of the popular 

youth until end of March. And now it 

again confines the revolution to political
agreements through discussions on the 

Gulf Initiative.

Finally some of the actions of the op-

position political parties especially the 

Islamic one, against the youth has fur-

ther alienated them and this has made 

them more apprehensive of being cat-

egorized with the parties – they feel that
their revolution will be hijacked.

It’s safe to say that until the political 

parties have not yet realized the impor-

tance of coordinating with the youth or 

taking their emerging structures, coali-

tions and committees seriously (and 

I think this is mainly because the way 

the youth are doing it is very different 

from the traditional old school of doing 

politics)

Interestingly enough, there seems to 

be a merger between some of the young 

members of the political parties who 

joined the protests in the revolution 

squares, initially as representatives of 

their parties, but who eventually became 

more engaged in the new structures that 

further the gap.

But Yemen’s youth has proven to the 

world that they are capable, this new 

school of thought can create successful 

revolutions, that are really representa-

tive of the Yemenis and are a sort of a 

melting pot of all the diverse orienta-

tions and affiliations and unites that
brand them the umbrella of the revolu-

tion’s youth.

So where is the country heading 
then?
The future of this country is sketched 

by its youth. We need to be supportive 

of the revolution’s youth and abandon 

all the traditional old fashion political 

mind-sets that were tampered with by 

the regime.

I am not for the exclusion of any side 

or party that exists politically or social-

ly, but we must give youth their chance 

to be and provide them with the support 

to be able to make the right decisions 

for this country.

These youth want to create a modern 

institutional country that is based on the 

rule of law and equal citizenship. This 

may not coincide with the visions of the 

Islamic political line, which according 

to Al-Zindani is looking for an Islamic 

state that will take us back centuries.

The controversy is that the Islamic 

group knows that being rigid on this is-

sue is not acceptable inside or outside 

the country. Therefore they have been 

playing it right and advocating for a 

more liberal approach emphasizing on 

the role of youth.

In fact in the countries that proceeded 

Yemen in their revolutions regionally 

-- Tunisia and Egypt -- the Islamic par-

ties have displayed willingness to share 

power with the youth and to enter into 

coalitions with parties very differ-

ent from them ideologically. In addi-

tion they now portray themselves in a 

modern structure based on civilian and 

democratic principles.

We need to remember here that the 

Islah party, Yemen’s Islamic party, is 

the strongest and most organized one 

and yet has entered into coalitions with 

ideologically different and weaker par-

ties such as the Socialists and the Nas-

serites.

When reviewing the history of this 

very party we will see that in 1994 the 

Islah joined ranks with the current rul-

ing party against the socialists who are 

today’s friends. And this shows that the 

party does understands the rules of po-

litical games and is willing to play by 

them.

Now with its desire to merge with the 

youth, it has made attempts to influence
them if not control them but it has not 

been as successful as anticipated. This is 

because the youth have one advantage: 

their diversity and passion for change 

that has made aligning them into politi-

cal module nearly impossible.

I do, however, recognize a number of 

the more modernized and understand-

ing leaderships in the Islah party who 

realize that the future of Yemen is in the 

hands of the youth. In fact I anticipate 

that the Islah party will play a signifi-

cant role in the creation of the new Ye-

men but according to a modern insti-

tutional framework and not an Islamic 

state has been said.

What can the friendly countries in the 
region and the west do to support the 
youth define their future as you say?
This stage and the ones to come require 

the international organizations and gov-

ernments especially the human rights 

organizations to first acknowledge and
deal with the violations against the Ye-

meni people. There are cases of illegally 

detained protestors and those forcefully 

disappearing. The other demand is that 

they should recognize Yemeni people’s 

right to defining their own future and
link this to any political or economic 

considerations or deals.

The western world and the interna-

tional community as a whole needs to 

immediately exert pressure on Saleh 

to leave without conditions. They need 

to stop protecting him, especially the 

Gulf countries and the United States of 

America.

As for how the world can help the 

youth directly, they can do this through 

providing them with advice and techni-

cal support so that they are able to cre-

ate sound visions and strategies for the 

new Yemen. They also need to support 

the civil society organizations and em-

power them so that they are able to play 

their roles appropriately.

Perhaps what they can do is encour-

age discussions and public debates in 

the country. Support the creation of 

forums and round table discussions in 

order to create as much conversation 

about the current and coming stages of 

the country.

Finally Yemen needs a quick finan-

cial/ economic rescue mission especial-

ly since Saleh’s regime has exhausted 

the country’s resources, leading to eco-

nomic deterioration that Yemen alone 

cannot get out of without help. And this 

will definitely lead to violence and se-

curity and social problems in Yemen. 

This is a given regardless of who rules 

next.

Finally, one last question; do you 
think the Yemeni woman is being 
used as a mobilization tool and will 
not really be integrated as an equal in 
the new Yemen?
The Yemeni woman has proved that 

she is as capable as the man in active 

and strong participation in politics and 

public activities. This is what we have 

witnessed since the beginning of the 

revolution whether in the protest areas 

or various revolution platforms.

This is surprising because it is a 

known fact that the Yemeni women 

were not visible or actively included in 

various political movements -- except 

as you said a lobbying tool whether by 

the ruling party or the islah party.

But today this revolution has given 

the Yemeni women a more significant
and visible role that cannot be locked 

up or limited to, as supporters of men. 

We have seen signs of women’s ability 

to lead and their strength to endure and 

I am sure that the Yemeni woman will 

be visible and active in the next level on 

all fronts.

By: Shatha Al-Harazi 

SANA’A, May, 22 — Unlike this time 

of the year, the National Day of Uni-

fication was celebrated by the state,
accompanied by military parades and 

fireworks displays. However, this year,
anti-government protesters across the 

country are staging celebrations of their 

own.

Protesters in the capital Sana’a say 

that they want to prove to the world that 

Saleh’s threats about a divided Yemen 

don’t hold water. Protest leaders told 

the Yemen Times that nationwide unity 

celebrations are meant to show Saleh 

and the world that the people care about 

keeping the country unified and that the
fall of the Saleh regime will only serve 

to further solidify North and South Ye-

men’s unity of purpose.

Over 3500 soldiers from the defected
First Armored Brigade participated in a 

parade and a show of force in Sana’a, 

sending a message to loyalist military 

forces that they should stand with the 

people as well. According to the secre-

tary general of the soldier’s coalition, 

all soldiers should defect from the re-

gime if they are to uphold their duties 

as defenders of the Yemeni people and 

protectors of the state. 

“Around 3500 soldiers participated
in this symbolic event,” said Major 

Hamdan Fars, Secretary-General of the 

soldier’s coalition in “Change Square” 

in Sana’a. “the objective of this show is 

to deliver a message to our brothers in 

Yemen’s military that have not joined 

the protest yet, we want to motivate 

them to defect and join the people,” he 

added.

Although some groups of the south-

ern movement held an event yesterday 

in Aden calling for secession, many 

others participated in today’s celebra-

tions of unification across the former
territory of the People’s Democratic 

Republic of Yemen, according to Mo-

hammed Joma’n, an anti-government 

protester living in Aden. 

Joma’n confirmed that even though
the southern Movement is against uni-

fication, they do not oppose protesters
celebrating the occasion. 

Protesters in the capital believe that 

the dissolution of the union is a threat 

that president Saleh is using to garner 

more support.”Separation is a lie that 

the regime promotes,” said Major Fars. 

“There will not be any separation.”  

Civilians also participated in the cel-

ebrations with shows of their own. 

Waleed Al-Amary, one of the cel-

ebration’s coordinators, said that the 

program will be informative and sup-

portive. “We have different shows that 

reflect many different cultures like a
Tuhami show, Maribi show and so” 

said Al-Amary.

“The aim is to show the world that 

the Yemeni people are unified, the peo-

ple want to bring down the regime and 

we have no fear that our union will be 

negatively affected by our revolution. 

In fact, national unity will be strength-

ened by it.” he added. 

Al-Amari also confirmed that the
entrances of celebrations and protest 

camps are protected in case of attacks 

by government loyalists or security 

forces.

The White House released a state-

ment on Sunday in support of Yemen’s 

unity. 

"The United States will continue to 

support the Yemeni people as you work 

toward a unified, stable, democratic,
and prosperous Yemen. We continue to 

call for a peaceful transition of power so 

that the citizens of Yemen may one day 

realize your aspirations." said Hilary 

Clinton in a press release on 21 May.

Divide between youth, opposition parties vast and deep

Protesters celebrate Unification Day across Yemen

Soldiers of the defected army patrol a street in Sanaa, capital of Yemen, May 22, 2011. Over a thousand soldiers of for-
mer government forces who have then defected took the street here on Friday to celebrate Yemen’s Unification Day.

Murad Al-Ghariti, left
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By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

A10-year action plan to
support sustained eco-
nomic growth for Least
Developed Countries
(LDCs) was revealed on

May 13th at the close the Fourth UN 
Conference on LDCs, held in Istanbul 
earlier this month.

The Yemen Times interviewed 
Cheick Sidi Diarra, Under-Secretary-
General and High Representative for 
the Least Developed Countries, Land-
locked Developing Countries and Small 
Island Developing States, in Istanbul.

Diarra is very optimistic about the 
economic future of LDCs and expects 
that the economy in LDCs will begin 
to recover and grow during next few 
years.

On 6 July 2007, United Nations 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon an-
nounced the appointment of Cheick 
Sidi Diarra of Mali as High Representa-
tive for the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries and 
Small Island Developing States. Diarra 
has over 25 years of professional expe-
rience in international relations, inter-
national law and development.

“The importance of the LDCs con-
ference is to mobilize the international 
community to continue to support this 
group of countries,” Diarra told the Ye-
men Times.

According to Diarra, since the cre-
ation of the group in 1972, it had three 
programs of action since 1972 to 2001. 
“Each program of action has come up 
with a new set of measures to support 
the LDCs. Now we want to move the 
fourth program of action for ten years 
to come,” he said.

“What we intend to do is to put a 
number of international measures of 
support by donor countries in place. It 
could be in the form of money, trade or 
debt relief,” he said. “These measures 
would come to support priorities that 
LDCs would have defined themselves
in the national strategies of develop-
ment.”

“Our role is to bring international 
community to agree on what they will 

do for the LDCs and to mobilize those 
efforts in support of the LDCs,” he 
said.

Diarra indicated that the donor coun-
tries are maintain a commitment made 
ten years ago and and intend continue 
their support of LDCs on the basis of 
the commitment which is to provide 0.2 
Percent of the Gross National Income 

GNI  in terms of official development
assistance to LDCs.

“Currently, they provide less than 
0.1 percent of GNI so it has not been 
fulfilled completely and that’s why we
believe that this conference will help 
donor countries determine new strate-
gies to fulfill their commitments com-
pletely.”

Diarra mentioned that MPS from 
various countries participated in the 
conference, indicating that the role of 
MPs is to identify national resources 
that can be allocated to executive 
branch to implement the priorities of 
the Istanbul conference.

“Parliamentarians would put pres-
sure on the executive branch to imple-
ment what they have committed to do,” 
he said.

“The NGOs also will ask the govern-
ment about what did they do regarding 
implementation of conference’s objec-
tives. They will follow up the donor 
countries to remind them about their 
promises to support their countries.” 
He added.

“We need the private sectors to im-
plement this. They can create wealth in 
the country by producing goods. They 
can make trade and create job and they
can also provide taxes to state to func-
tion,” he said.

Diarra said that the conference in-
vited companies from all LDCs to 
come and meet with private companies 
around the world to do business with 
Turkey, France, America and other 
Western economic powers.

“They can bring more business for 
the LDCs. The private sector in LDCs 
is very weak and doesn’t have enough
capital for significant investment. These
companies need money from developed 
countries but the developed countries 
refuse to invest in these countries due 
to lack of security. They are not sure 
that their investment will be protected 
by the government in these countries. 
They are also unsure that they will gen-
erate good financial returns and find
skillful people who can manage their 
work well,” he said.

Lack of production capacity
“The most important economic threat 
for the LDCs is the lack of production 
capacity,” said Diarra.

“Lack of production capacity such as 
roads, electricity and railways restrict 
LDCs from producing high-quality 
goods,” he said. “Many countries are 
ready to import goods from LDCs but 
the LDCs cannot take advantage of 

these offers because they cannot pro-
duce high-quality goods.”

“Now what we need to do is to help 
LDCs to produce quality goods and 
services,” said Diarra.

“We are trying to bring the donor 
counties to LDCs to focus essentially 
on strengthening the productive capac-
ity and infrastructure,” he said.

When asked about corruption in 
LDCs and how it affects the economic 
development, Diarra said: “The donor 
countries should ask LDCs every year 
about what did they do and what did 
they build for people. Countries that 
perform well should be encouraged and 
given more money but countries that 
don’t perform well should be deprived
from taking money. This is the best way 
to fight corruption in these countries.”

“There is also some mechanism to 
control using money well. They can 
make a joint committee between the
donor countries and the recipient coun-
tries to verify the use of money,” he 
said.

“I expect the global economy to 
recover during less than three years. 

Global economic recovery is good for 
LDCs because people will buy natural 
resources to make production and that 
will generate money for LDCs. They 
will really benefit from this recovery,”
he said optimistically.

“LDCs should develop their agricul-
ture. They have to develop other things 
like banking system and tourism to 
multiply their chances to succeed,” he 
added.

“LDCs should be optimistic about 
their economic future,” said Diarra.

Diarra stressed the importance of a 
leadership in developing economy. “A 
good governor determines a success,”

“Yemen will benefit from this con-
ference in many ways. Its priorities 
will be identified through the confer-
ence held in Istanbul. You will succeed 
if you have a clear vision about your 
plan,” he said.

“Yemen should explain the resources 
they have as well as the gap that they 
have.  They should say to donors I need 
this amount of money to complement 
what I had and say to them - please help 
and they will help,” he said.
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“Good government leads
to business success”

Compiled by: Ali Saeed

Anew report on equality 
in the workplace con-
ducted by the Interna-
tional Labor Organiza-
tion (ILO) found that 

the global economic crisis has opened 
up a new space for discrimination at 
work against certain groups, such as 
migrants and others. 

In spite of good achievements in an-
ti-discrimination legislation, the risk of 
discrimination is still higher due to the 
impact of the economic crisis on em-
ployment, according to the report.

Thousands of members of the Ye-
meni labor-force are scattered migrant 
workers, especially in neighboring gulf 
countries. A large percentage of them 
illegally enter these countries on a dai-
ly basis through the Yemeni northern 
border and into Saudi territory, seeking 
better work opportunities.

Most Yemeni illegal migrants are 
young people under the age of 20 and 
some of them are school drop outs who 
left school to help their families in ob-
taining cash-income with increasing 
rampant poverty in Yemen.

The worldwide key problem for mi-
grant workers is access to jobs. “The
proportion of workers who are vulner-
able to poverty is on the increase again, 
reversing the positive trends noted over 
the last few years,” reads the report.

And “in times of crisis, inequality, 
insecurity and the danger of exclusion 
are fed by direct or indirect discrimina-
tion.” 

“Rapid advances have been made 

with legislation to prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of disability and 
age. Race and sex continue to be the 
two grounds of discrimination which 
are specifically included in almost all
legislation for equality and against dis-
crimination at work,” the report high-
lighted.

But the report indicated that “having 
laws and institutions to prevent dis-

crimination at work and offer remedies 
is not enough, keeping them function-
ing effectively is a challenge especially 
in troubled times.”

It explained that “Many of the in-
stitutions are faced with a shortage of 
human and financial resources, inad-
equate policy coherence at the national 
and local levels, and insufficient syner-
gy and cooperation with other relevant 

institutions.” 
It went on saying “Labor inspectors, 

judges, public officials and other com-
petent authorities encounter a lack of 
knowledge and inadequate institution-
al capacity when they attempt to iden-
tify and address discrimination cases. 
This prevents victims of discrimination 
from submitting their claims success-
fully.”

Maternity and paternity protection 
The report found that discrimination 
related to pregnancy and maternity is 
still common. “The access of women 
to certain jobs can be restricted on the
basis of their reproductive role.”

“Several equality monitoring bodies 
worldwide have even witnessed in-
creased discrimination against women 

on grounds of maternity. Specific cases
concern dismissals for pregnancy and 
nursing, failure to grant time for nurs-
ing, withholding of pre- and postna-
tal benefits, denial of promotion, and
refusal to allow workers to return to 
posts occupied before maternity leave,” 
reads the report.

At the same time, “new legal provi-
sions are being introduced to protect 
women against dismissal and discrimi-
nation due to pregnancy, marital status, 
family responsibilities or maternity 
leave.”

Many countries including Yemen 
provide women with paid leave if they 
have a miscarriage or stillbirth or suf-
fer from some other abnormal condi-
tion, according to the report.

Sexual harassment 
The report also highlighted sexual ha-
rassment saying “it occurs on every 
continent and in different types and 
categories of occupations. Surveys 
show that it is a significant problem in
workplaces.”

It said that “Women who are most 
vulnerable to sexual harassment are 
young, financially dependent, single or
divorced, and migrants. Men who ex-
perience harassment tend to be young, 
gay and members of ethnic or racial 
minorities,”  

“Experiences in many countries 
have shown that effective action 
against sexual harassment in the work-
place requires a combination of legal 
frameworks, stronger enforcement, ad-
equately funded institutions and great-
er awareness,” it concluded.

Cheick Sidi Diarra
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New space for discrimination at work

Many women in Yemen still can’t go to work due to social norms dictating that women must reamain in the home
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By Güneş Murat Tezcür

In the United States, the notion 
of “moderate Islam” has been 
central to public and schol-
arly debates about democratic 
change in the Middle East. For 

many scholars, the expectation is that 
sustainable democratization in the re-
gion primarily depends upon the exis-
tence of robust and popular “moder-
ate Islamic” movements.

This expectation is based on three 
assumptions. First, authoritarian 
Arab rulers would be more willing to 
heed calls for democratization if they 
have less to fear from the opposition. 
In contrast to radical Islamists who 
seek to establish the “Islamic state,” 
moderate Islamic movements are not 
expected to “hijack democracy” to es-
tablish their own version of dictator-
ship. Consequently, as the argument 
goes, these movements would reduce 
the threat perceptions of Arab rulers, 
making them more willing to cede 
power.

Second, moderates are believed 
to be amenable to working with the 
“guardians of the old older” during 
the transitional period and inclined 
towards avoiding confrontational pol-
icies that would unravel the nascent 
democratic system.

Finally, moderate Islamic move-
ments would not pursue aggressive 
strategies toward Israel and would 
not challenge U.S. strategic interests 
in the region.

The current uprisings in the Arab 
world as well as the evolution of Is-
lamic moderates in contemporary 
Iran and Turkey have, however, dem-
onstrated the shaky ground on which 
these assumptions have been based, 
exposing the internal contradictions 
embedded within them.

Political Change & Popular Mobi-
lization
The assumption that authoritarian 
rulers are more willing to undertake 
democratizing reforms when not con-
fronted with a radical opposition is 
hard to sustain given the track record 
of these governments in repressing all 
forms of dissent. In fact, one can ar-
gue that democratization is achieved 
only when the ruling elite recognizes 
that anything but reform will bring 
widespread unrest and revolution 
from below. Indeed, successful de-
mocratization often requires popular 
mobilization that challenges the mo-
nopoly of political power and suc-
cessfully obtains concessions from 
the elite.

This reality has been borne out by 
events leading to the fall of Tunisia’s 
Ben Ali and Egypt’s Mubarak earlier 
this year. Without contentious action 
and popular mobilization, it would 
have been highly unlikely that the se-
curity establishment in both countries 
would have sacrificed these corrupt
ruling families. In both countries, the 
military establishment abandoned the 
ruling families, which had become a 
lightning rod for popular anger, in or-
der to preserve their institutional priv-
ileges and end mass demonstrations. 
That the regimes in Bahrain, Libya, 
Syria, and Yemen responded to non-
violent mass demonstrations with le-
thal violence also demonstrates that it 
is in fact the nature of these regimes, 
rather than the type of political oppo-
sition, which underlies their inability 
and unwillingness to reform.

Ironically, one of the most unantici-
pated aspects of the current uprisings 
in the Arab Middle East has been the 
relatively minimal role played by Is-
lamic political actors, both moderate 
and otherwise. As with its Arab rulers, 
the mostly spontaneous street rebel-
lions took the region’s Islamic politi-

cal actors by surprise, demonstrating 
the extent to which these groups had 
fallen behind in organizing and chan-
neling popular grievances. The reason 
these groups failed to take the initia-
tive in leading the current uprisings 
may have had much to do with their 
long history of victimization at the 
hands of Arab rulers, as well as the 
compromises they have been forced 
to make with these governments in 
order to survive. After many decades 
of adapting to these authoritarian 
regimes, the region’s Islamic politi-
cal leaders have become ill-suited to 
leading mass demonstrations charac-
terized by non-violent but contentious 
action. At the same time, currently 
they are probably most well-posi-
tioned group to capitalize on electoral 
opportunities in Egypt and Tunisia.

Democratization & Moderation
Similarly problematic is the assump-
tion that democratization is facilitated 
by moderate Islamic movements be-
cause these groups are less confron-
tational and more willing to compro-
mise with the guardians of the old 
order (i.e., the military). Such beliefs 
are based on a fundamental misun-
derstanding of the nature of regional 
authoritarian rule. In reality, without 
radical changes to the institutional 
distribution of power, it is improbable 
that authoritarian regimes would per-
mit popular participation and greater 
political pluralism. In this regard, 
the experiences of moderate Islamic 
movements in Iran and Turkey are 
highly instructive.

In the second half of the 1990s, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
secular Turkish Republic witnessed 
the rise of the most popular and suc-
cessful moderate Islamic movements 
in the Middle East. In Iran, a group 
of Islamic revolutionaries, who had 
been politically marginalized in the 
early 1990s, gradually transformed 
into advocates of political pluralism, 
civil society and democratic rule. 
This group also developed a critical 
reading of the notion of the Islamic 
state and direct clerical rule. Under 
this framework, the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran was viewed as prioritizing 
ephemeral aspects of religion, such as 
ostentatious acts of piety, over sacred 
and genuine religiosity characterized 
by ethics and pure faith.

Throughout the 1990s, Iran’s mod-
erates mobilized significant popular
support, leading to victories in the 
country’s 1997 presidential election 
and 2000 parliamentary vote. That the 
opposition candidates were permitted 
to win, at the time, set Iran apart from 
authoritarian Arab countries.

The moderate Islamic political lead-
er and winner of the 1997 presiden-
tial election,  Mohammed Khatami, 
eschewed confrontational rhetoric in 
favor of seeking better relations with 
the United States and regional coun-
tries. Inside Iran, President Khatami 
cultivated an environment in which a 
vibrant press emerged, which openly 
discussed previously taboo issues and 
actively questioned abuses of power. 
Yet these reforms soon generated a 
backlash from hardliners, who held 
unelected positions at the helm of 
Iran’s most powerful political institu-
tions. To thwart the agenda of Khata-
mi and other reformists, these hardlin-
ers utilized legal methods, such as the 
vetoing of parliamentary legislation 
and presidential bills, the judicial per-
secution of outspoken moderates, and 
the closure of newspapers, as well as 
violent tactics, such as assassinations 
and the brutal suppression of demon-
strations.

In the end, the moderates failed 
to counter hardliner strategies, sus-
taining significant losses in the 2004

parliamentary election as well as los-
ing their 2005 presidential bid. Un-
til Iran’s 2009 presidential election, 
the moderates remained unable to 
capitalize on their initial successes in 
mobilizing popular support and pur-
suing a strategy of contentious mass 
action. During this period, moderates, 
instead, preached reconciliation, at-
tempting to find common ground with
adversaries who were determined 
to completely marginalize them. In 
pursuing this strategy, the moderates 
failed both to obtain any concessions 
from the hardliners and to democra-
tize the country’s power structure.

Given Turkey’s relatively open 
and competitive political system, the 
experiences of its Islamic moderates 
have been more favorable. In contrast 
to their Iranian counterparts, Turkey’s 
moderate Islamic movement, which 
reached its apex in the establishment 
of the Justice and Development Party 
(AKP) that won the 2002 and 2007 
parliamentary elections and is poised 
to win the June 12, 2011 general elec-
tions, has had shallow intellectual 
roots. There were no Turkish counter-
parts to Yousefi Eskhevari, Mohsen
Kadivar, Mojtahed Shabestari or Ab-
dolkerim Soroush, the Iranian Islamic 
thinkers who created a robust intel-
lectual framework around the work 
of that country’s moderate politician. 
Rather, in Turkey, the transformation 
from Islamic radical to moderate has 
been a process guided by pragmatism 
and facilitated by sociological chang-
es and electoral opportunities.

By the early 1990s, the partici-
pation of pious Muslims in an ex-
panding public sphere and market 
economy had facilitated the adoption 
of modern values of profit making,
comfort, entertainment, and plural-
ism. Consequently, many Islamic ac-
tivists became more content to pursue 
an “Islamic life-styles” rather than an 
“Islamic state.” Additionally, it be-
came increasingly clear to a younger 
generation of Islamic politicians that 
developing centrist platforms target-
ing a wide swath of the electorate was 
the only way to win elections in Tur-
key’s highly fragmented and volatile 
party system. As a case in point, in 
the aftermath of the November 2000 
and February 2001 crises that devas-
tated the Turkish economy, the AKP 
focused its platform on economic re-
construction and anti-corruption mea-
sures, issues on which it found voters 
were highly receptive.

While the AKP is often portrayed as 
the embodiment of moderate Islam 
and democracy, its policies since 
2002 demonstrate that moderation is 
not always conducive to democratic 
rights. Since the early 1980s, the two 
most important obstacles to Turkish 
democratization have been the mili-
tary’s lack of popular accountability 
and the restrictions on the rights of 
the country’s religious and ethnic mi-
norities such as the Alevis and Kurds. 
In terms of the military, the AKP has 
only been willing to challenge its in-
volvement in politics when the AKP’s 
own political power has been threat-
ened by that institution. For example, 
the AKP actively sought to reduce the 
military’s political autonomy only af-
ter the presidential election crisis in 
the Spring of 2007 and the constitu-
tional referendum in the Fall of 2010; 
in both cases, the AKP initiated con-
stitutional amendments that increased 
the power of directly elected institu-
tions vis-à-vis the military (as well 
as the high judiciary). With regard 
to minority rights, there have been 
only very limited improvement in the 
rights of Alevis and Kurds during the 
AKP years. Restrictions on the Kurd-
ish language and violations of human 
rights in Kurdish regions are still 

pervasive, while the Alevi faith con-
tinues to be subject to wide-ranging 
discriminatory measures.

As demonstrated by the examples 
of Turkey and Iran, the paradox of 
moderation is that strategies that en-
tail compromises, reconciliation and 
risk-aversion may actually end up en-
trenching authoritarian rule and stall-
ing democratic transformation.

Moderates & Foreign Policy
Finally, the assumption that moderate 
Islamic movements are more likely 
to pursue “moderate” foreign poli-
cies that are conducive to regional 
peace and stability is problematic, as 
“moderate foreign policy” is defined
in terms of activities that do not run 
counter to U.S. and Israeli interests. 
Yet, the example of the AKP challeng-
es this understanding. Since at least 
2007, Turkish foreign policy in the 
Middle East has been characterized 
by increasing activism and diversifi-
cation. In 2008, Turkey attempted to 
facilitate Israeli-Syrian negotiations, 
took the initiative to resolve the cri-
sis surrounding Iran’s nuclear crisis 
in 2009 and has generally expanded 
Turkey’s commercial, political and 
cultural ties with the Arab Middle 
East. Meanwhile, Turkey’s relations 
with Israel have progressively dete-
riorated, reaching a nadir with theflo-
tilla crisis of May 2010.

However, rather than indicating a 
definitive shift away from the West,
these developments point to the grow-
ing complexity of Turkey’s political 
and economic interests. Turkey has 
continued to maintain a pro-European 
stance in world affairs, conducts most 
of its trade with the EU, and remains 
an important member of NATO. At 
the same time, there is an increasing 
divergence between Turkish interests 
in the Middle East, on the one hand, 
and U.S. and Israeli interests in the 
region. The U.S. invasion of Iraq 
dramatically changed the strategic 
interests of Turkey and decreased its 
need to form an alliance with Israel 
vis-à-vis Syria and Iran. In fact, the 
revitalization of Kurdish nationalism 
in the aftermath of the invasion has 
brought Turkey closer to these latter 
two states. Moreover, Turkey’s in-
creasing economic linkages with the 
Arab Middle East and widespread op-
position amongst the Turkish public 
to Israeli practices in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories substantially 
influence the AKP government’s for-
eign policy priorities. For Turkey’s 
elites, the political tensions between 
Iran and the United States are of great 
concern, as they threaten Turkey’s 
commercial linkages with its eastern 
neighbor and have serious negative 
implications for the Turkish economy. 
In short, as a rising regional power, 
Turkey is no longer content with re-
maining beholden to U.S. hegemony 
in the Middle East. One can reason-
ably expect that moderate Islamic 
movements in the Arab world will 
come to adopt similar positions when 
they come to power.

Conclusion
It is vital that we rethink the conven-
tional association of Islamic modera-
tion with progressive political change 
in the Middle East. The way in which 
moderation has been defined often
entails positive normative judgments 
that are not borne out by the region’s 
historical struggles for human, social 
and political rights. The experiences 
of Iranian and Turkish moderates 
and the current uprisings in the Arab 
world suggest that contentious yet 
non-violent action may, in fact, be a 
more effective facilitator of democ-
ratization than the region’s moderate 
Islamic movements.

Rethinking “Moderate Islam”
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Dear Politiken

Obama’s speech on Thursday to the Arab World almost 
brought nothing new. Two years after his inspiring talk 
in Cairo, the Arab world is disappointed that nothing 
much has happened and his stirring words about peace 
in the Middle East were overshadowed by the regions 

reality.
For us personally regarding Yemen, Obama brought nothing new 

that wasn’t already said by the US ambassador in Yemen or the Ameri-
can State Department spokesperson. Saleh has to fulfill his promises
and allow for a peaceful transfer of power.

Although the world was waiting and anticipating Obama’s speech, 
the public opinion and media in Yemen did not even give it the mini-
mum attention. Our headlines were concerned with our fate and to 
what extent Yemen will be heading towards war in the coming few 
days.

The one question that Yemenis were asking is who outside Yemen 
will be able to make our president accountable? Is it Obama and the 
US administration? They have already been issuing warning state-
ments and froze bilateral agreements and aid to Yemen since February 
this year.

Is it the Gulf Council and Saudi Arabia in the first position? They
have already seen how easily President Saleh breaks his promise toy-
ing with people’s expectations. Their last trick in the bag is to give him 
an ultimatum of two days before which he should sign the gulf initia-
tive otherwise they will stop supporting him or give him immunity or 
even accept to receive him in Jeddah in case he decides to leave the 
country like the Tunisia president did. 

In Yemen, every Friday after the prayer, millions of Yemenis head 
to the streets. There are obviously the two camps, pro- and anti-gov-
ernment.

The pro camp is only in the capital city of Sana’a while the other 
camp which is the revolution and callers for change are out in almost 
every city in the country, even in Socotra Island on the Indian Ocean. 
As tradition after the prayers the president speaks to his people at Al-
Sabeen Square and the opposition leaders of the political parties and 
youth speak to the other crowds.

This Friday the president called for early presidential elections to 
prevent any potential bloodshed and he again criticized the opposition 
parties and called them thugs and opportunists. He is again playing 
with words and betting that the protestors will tire of staying in the 
streets and all this up-rise will come to an end.

The other side was very moving... the speaker was standing behind 
the microphone and shouting: Hold your left hand with your right, 
lift them in the air and shout, “Samidoon samidoon,” (Unwavering/ 
steadfast).  

Imagine millions of people holding their hands like  this in the air 
and promising each other and the world that they will never give up, 
will not surrender or tire until they reach their goal... imagine the echo 
of millions of people together across the air...

Then the speaker asked us to join hands, each holding the hand of 
the person next to him or her and then raise it into the air and shout, 
“Muatahidoon mutahidoon,” (United) millions of Yemenis holding 
each others’ hands, not necessarily knowing who is the person next to 
them yet feeling united in mission and in destiny. 

We were shouting at the peak of our voices and the rush of excite-
ment going through us like electricity. When I saw what the pro-presi-
dent demonstrators were doing I felt sorry for them. They are missing 
so much, they are not connected to the journey of change and in fact 
they are challenging it and trying to stop it.

This passion is what the gulf countries and the US administration 
is missing in regards to Yemen. They think it is about politics and 
this is why the whole west not just the US were surprised with the 
Arab Sprint. It is beyond politics, it is about the people and what they 
want.

All we need from the world now is to stop dealing with Yemen only 
through its president, there is more to Yemen that Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
There are 25 million people more, who are now speaking up for them-
selves and wanting to be recognized.

What Yemenis
want from the world
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By: David E. Miller

A fistfight between legisla-
tors in Kuwait’s parlia-
ment during a debate
over Guantanamo pris-
oners drew no blood, but

it exposed what had been latent sectar-
ian tensions between Sunni and Shiite
Muslims in the oil-rich Gulf emirate.

Shiite parliament member Hussein
Al-Qallaf sparked the scuffle when he
called the two Kuwaiti detainees in
the US prison in Cuba “terrorists who
belonged to Al-Qa’ida.” A Sunni par-
liament member, Jamaan Al-Harbash
of the Muslim Brotherhood, quickly
blasted him, saying the session had
been called to discuss Guantanamo
prisoners and not Al-Qa’ida. Tempers
flared and at least two Shiite and four
Sunni lawmakers came to blows before
parliament speaker Jasem Al-Khorafi
suspended the legislative body till the
end of May.

“The scent of sectarian alignment
reached the noses of those who at-
tended the meeting,” reported the Ku-
waiti daily Al-Watan. Kuwait, where
Shiites comprise 30% of the country’s

population, boasts a robust parliament,
the first elected legislature in the Arab
Gulf. Nine of 50 Kuwait’s parliament
members are Shiite.

The pro-Shiite daily Al-Dar reported
that Al-Qallaf had decided to press
charges against the parliament mem-
bers who attacked him. According to
the daily, an aide to one of the assail-
ants cursed Al-Qallaf, offending his
“origin and affiliation.”

“What happened in Kuwait reflects
dangerous sectarianism, which should
worry us,” Salman Sheikh, director of
the Brookings Doha Center, a Qatar-
based think tank, told The Media Line.
He said that social unrest in nearby
Bahrain, where Shiites comprise a
majority of the population, has had a
marked effect on Kuwait. Kuwait sent
a naval force to Bahrain following Shi-
ite-led protests.

“Kuwaitis are more sensitive to the
situation in Bahrain than other Gulf
countries, because of their own [demo-
graphic] makeup,” he said.

Saleh Al-Saeidi, a political commen-
tator for the Kuwaiti daily Al-Qabas,
said that sectarian tension between
Sunni and Shiite Muslims existed all

across the Gulf. But in Kuwait, with
its free press and active parliament, the
debate was out in the open rather than
hidden.

“Kuwait is accustomed to this ten-
sion, but it has channels through which
people can vent their grievances; par-
ticularly the media,” Al-Saeidi told The
Media Line. “Secrecy is what causes
things to deteriorate. Here everything
is out in the open.”

Kuwait is ranked first in press free-
dom among Gulf states, according to a
2010 report by Reporters Without Bor-
ders.

Al-Saeidi said the scuffle in the par-
liament, the first in Kuwait’s history,
was a result of pent-up political tension
rather than an expression of sectarian
animosity.

“Al-Qallaf is an ally of the prime
minister, and his attackers are opposi-
tionists who always question the prime
minister,” he said.

According to a diplomatic cable
published by the Wikileaks website,
the Kuwaiti government refused to re-
habilitate ex-Guantanamo detainees in
its territory. The cable revealed that in
February 2009 Kuwaiti Interior Minis-
ter Shaykh Jaber Al-Sabah told Ameri-
can diplomats that the detainees were
“rotten” and the best thing would be “to
get rid of them.”

Relations between Sunnis and Shi-

ites were traditionally good, argued
Lindsey Stephenson in an article pub-
lished in Foreign Policy April 29. Un-
like Bahrain, Shiites are well integrated
in Kuwait’s business sector and the po-
litical arena.

“Fortunately, in Kuwait sectarian-
ism has always been a non-starter,” she
wrote. “Simply put, the Shia are fully
Kuwaiti, and have long been regarded
as such by the government and Kuwaiti
Sunnis.”

But things haven’t always gone so
smoothly. Last September, Kuwait’s
Interior Minister banned all public pro-
tests after the government’s decision
to strip the citizenship from a contro-

versial Shiite cleric threatened to spark
widespread demonstrations.

“Things have gone out of hand
in Shiite-Sunni relations,” Shafeeq
Ghabra, a political scientist at Kuwait
University told The Media Line at the
time. “People are getting too emotional
and there is a cycle of agitation and
counter-agitation.”

Stephenson admitted that Shiite are
increasingly asserting their identity
through various insignia, such as the
wearing of a particular kind of ring.
She said that the increasing rhetorical
marginalization of Shiites, particularly
in media, ran the risk of making Shiite
society more insular and reclusive.

Mounting tension between Kuwait
and its Shiite Islamic neighbor Iran did
not add to peaceful internal accord, ei-
ther. In March, Kuwait sentenced three
men to death on allegations of belong-
ing to an Iranian spy ring, and the Irani-
an ambassador was banished from the
country. Iran, for its part, has criticized
the involvement of Gulf forces, includ-
ing Kuwait’s, in quashing the largely
Shiite protests in Bahrain.

But in a sign of rapprochement, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Salehi
came to Kuwait on Wednesday and
promised the reinstatement of Kuwaiti
and Iranian ambassadors in their re-
spective countries.
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By:  Kris Kirkham
For the Huffington Post

The evening chorus of bull-
frogs, crickets and screech
owls along the waterfront
has seemed louder these
last few nights.

The homes are empty. The music
and chatter from neighbors has disap-
peared. The electricity is almost entire-
ly switched off, plunging the remaining
holdouts of this hideaway community
into pitch-black nights illuminated only
by the moon and stars.

In the heart of the nation’s largest
swamp, Butte La Rose lies in the direct
path of floodwaters unleashed last Sat-
urday from the Morganza Floodway, an
effort to divert the Mississippi River’s
force away from Baton Rouge and New
Orleans.

But before the water rises here,
it must spread out over hundreds of
square miles of cypress swamps and
bottomlands.

The people of Louisiana have become
attuned to disasters over the years, yet
the slow creep of rising water through
this untamed region has even the hardi-
est natives on edge.

“Growing up down here, you become
acclimated to hurricanes. It’s fast-mov-

ing,” said full-time resident Michelle
McInnis, a native of Hackberry, La., a
town walloped by Hurricane Rita more
than five years ago. “It’s mentally an-
guishing, this slow rise of the water …
and knowing you can’t come back for
six weeks.”

A surprising number of full-time
residents live in this Atchafalaya Basin
town, a collection of both dowdy trailer
homes and million-dollar fishing re-
treats with names like “Bar-B-Que and
Drink a Few” and “Dad’s Pad When
Mom’s Mad.”

There are two ways in to Butte La
Rose: a ramp down from Interstate 10
and a floating bridge. By Saturday, the
bridge will be off limits, leaving only
one entrance. The handful of stores and
bars close one by one.

Local sheriff deputies in Army Na-
tional Guard Humvees constantly
patrol the area, making daily rounds
to warn anyone left that a mandatory
evacuation remains in effect.

The daily checkups have become a
sort of joke for Randy Moncrief. He’s
vowed to watch over “Timbuktu,” the
two-story red waterfront home owned
by his father, until he either runs out of
food or can no longer tolerate bathing
in the canal behind the house.

“Cleanliness is gonna drive me out,

if anything,” Moncrief said. “I’ve got
plenty of shotguns. I’ll kill me a rabbit,
a gator, a deer, whatever.”

Before it comes to that, Moncrief has
stocked up freezers and coolers with
nearly ten pounds of red beans and rice
with sausage, a full frozen brisket, 20
pounds of shrimp and loads of deer
sausage.

He’s not sure exactly what he’ll do
for the next three or four weeks. “It’ll
be some long days,” he admitted. His
truck is gone, left on higher ground. He
has a four-wheeler to traverse high wa-
ter, if needed.

Moncrief is a product of the Atchafa-
laya Basin, a wild region of swamplands
and marshes west of the Mississippi
River. His grandparents trapped nutria
and muskrat for years at a “camp” in
the middle of the swamp, accessible
only by shallow-draft boats.

He said he’s used to being surround-
ed by water. But in recent days, nature
has started to rear its head.

Snakes appear in greater abundance,
along with alligators. Moncrief was
tending to a plant in the backyard three
days ago when a snake bit his hand.
Shining a flashlight on the canal behind
his house at night reveals numerous
pairs of red alligator eyes lurking in the
waters.

Moncrief is one of only a handful
of people in Butte La Rose planning
to ride out the flood. Most escaped in
a frenzy last weekend when the Army
Corps of Engineers opened the flood-
way at Morganza.

Last Saturday and Sunday, the two-
lane road leading out of town was
backed up for hours, jammed with a
long procession of trucks and trailers
hauling everything out. Some hired
contractors at the last minute to jack up
their houses, an attempt to buy another
few feet.

Many left signs tacked to their
homes, staking out their territory. One
read, “Nothing left worth stealing.”

The mood this week has been much
calmer. McInnis and her boyfriend
have been packing up their belongings
slowly. She marks the calendar each
morning with the new flood heights. It
began May 3 at 15.5; the water now sits
at 20.94. Within a week it’s expected to
rise another five feet.

On Friday, the couple headed out of
town to stay with relatives. They shut
the power off behind them, not know-
ing when they would return.

“You have to respect Mother Nature
100 percent,” McInnis said. “You can’t
think that you’re going to go against
her and win. Because you will not.”

By: Marcus Baram 
For the Huffington Post

For critics of the Obama ad-
ministration's decision to
bypass Congress before tak-
ing military action in Libya,
Friday is judgment day.

May 20 is the 60-day deadline for
President Barack Obama to get con-
gressional authorization under the War
Powers Act, prompting outrage among
a bipartisan group of lawmakers who
believe that the president is breaking
the law. Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) and
five of his GOP colleagues sent a letter
to Obama, demanding an answer.

"There is a law. It's on the books, and
in plain reading of the War Powers Act,
he appears to be in violation of the War
Powers Act," Paul told CNN.

"To me it's the most important debate
we'll ever have up here," Paul added. "If
we're going to send someone, your son
or my son to war, its important that it be
done properly. And it's important that,
if there are constitutional restraints, we
obey them."

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.) was
just as emphatic, telling The Huffing-

ton Post, "[t]he War Powers Act is the
law of the land, and it is clear. You
must withdraw forces from hostilities
after 60 days absent authorization from
Congress. President Obama should seek
authorization for the Libya operations
and Congress should debate and vote.
Our efforts to bring democracy to Libya
should not undermine democracy and
the rule of law in the United States.”

And Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio)
says he plans to introduce legislation
next week to halt the mission. In a state-
ment, Kucinich decried that the admin-
istration is "setting the stage for endless
war which will bring ruin and poverty."

Though previous presidents have
ignored provisions of the act requiring
congressional approval before mili-
tary action, it is unprecedented for the
commander-in-chief to blow the 60-day
deadline, say presidential scholars.

"Make no mistake: Obama is break-
ing new ground, moving decisively
beyond his predecessors," Yale law
professors Bruce Ackerman and Oona
Hathaway wrote in the Washington Post
on Tuesday. "If nothing happens, his-
tory will say that the War Powers Act
was condemned to a quiet death by a

president who had solemnly pledged,
on the campaign trail, to put an end to
indiscriminate warmaking."

Other members of Congress don’t
seem as concerned.

Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who
has strongly backed military support
for Libyan rebels, says he doesn’t think
the president needs to get a resolution.
"I've never recognized the constitution-
ality of the War Powers Act, nor has any
president, either Republican or Demo-
crat," he said.

The White House did not return calls
for comment. But Deputy Secretary of
State James Steinberg told the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee last week
that the administration intends to seek
congressional authorization, describing
it as a "narrow set of authorities."

The mission has already surpassed
the $750 million projected cost at the
outset of the NATO operation, with
State Department officials estimating
that enforcement of the no-fly zone will
cost at least $40 million a month. And
UN officials are seeking $233 million
to handle a burgeoning humanitarian
nightmare –- almost 800,000 refugees
have fled Libya in recent months.

Kuwaiti parliament scuffle reveals sectarian cleavages

Obama Libya policy - president
breaking the law, claims bipartisan
group of lawmakers

Omani Sultan steers his country
away from violence — for now

Mississippi river flooding: In the
crosshairs, a bayou community waits

Sunni and Shiite Parliamentarians exchange blows
over Guantanamo inmates

By: David E. Miller
For the Media Line

Fast action, handouts, com-
panionate leadership nipped
unrest in the bud

As political turmoil en-
gulfs the Arab world, Oman

has remained nearly unscathed by popu-
lar uprisings that have already brought
down two Arab leaders and threaten to
depose others.

Unrest did briefly surface in the Gulf
kingdom in late February when two
demonstrators were killed in riots in
Sohar, a port and industrial hub located
200 kilometres (124 miles) west of the
capital Muscat. A police station and
government building were set on fire.

But a swift government response,
which included both political moves and
economic benefits, succeeded in nipping
the protest movement in the bud.

Sultan Qaboos, the country's ruler
of over 40 years, sacked 12 ministers
including the ministers of trade and in-
dustry, economy and interior as part of
a broader government reshuffle. He also
promised to create 50,000 new jobs,
and granted a monthly stipend of 150
riyals ($390) for job-seekers and raised
the minimum wage in the public sector
from $364 to $520.

On the political level, Qaboos es-
tablished a committee to examine the
prospect of granting legislative powers
to the 84-member Shura Council, the
country's elected lower house. The par-
liament currently fills an advisory func-
tion only.

"The sultan addressed the protesters'
demands even more than they had asked
for," Aish Awwas, head of security and
military issues at the Sheba Center for
Strategic Studies (SCSS), a Yemeni
think tank. "He quickly spent large
sums of money on the areas of unrest
and effectively pulled the rug from un-
derneath the protesters."

Far from threatening or demonizing
the protest movement in his country as

did other leaders in the Arab world, Qa-
boos said the demonstrators were "chil-
dren of Oman who should be treated
wisely."

The oldest independent state in the
Arab world, Oman has been ruled by
Sultan Qaboos since he seized power
from his father, Sultan Said bin Taimur,
in a bloodless coup in1970. Oman
doesn’t have as much oil or money as
many of its Gulf neighbors, but its low-
key approach to development has em-
phasized social progress. That has paid
off, with the United Nations saying in
2010 that the country made more prog-
ress over the last 40 years than any in
the world in education and health.

Gus Freeman, managing director of
the Arabian Research Bureau, a Muscat-
based consulting and research firm, says
the sultan's quick response contributed
greatly to quelling the protests.

"The unrest was a surprise," Freeman
told The Media Line. "But the sultan
acted very quickly."

"When Qaboos took power Omanis
termed the event a renaissance," Free-
man said.  "The recent moves are con-
sidered 'a second renaissance'." Demon-
strators never called for the replacement
of Qaboos as the country's leader, he
added.

Oman has fared dramatically better
than its Gulf neighbors experiencing
mass protests and unrest. Yemen has
been wracked by protests since the start
of February that have left nearly 200
dead and forced its president into talks
about his stepping down. In Bahrain, the
ruler called in Saudi troops to put down
a rebellion and declared martial law to
quash a rebellion by the kingdom’s Shi-
ite majority.

Awwas of SCSS says Oman's superi-
or financial situation, based on abundant
natural resources and a small popula-
tion, was the decisive factor preventing
unrest in Oman. Oman produces some
800,000 barrels of oil per day (BPD)
and has a population of only three mil-
lion, whereas Yemen produced only

288,000 BPD with a population of 24
million. At $2,500, Yemen's per capita
gross domestic product is a tenth of
Oman's.

But Freeman says unemployment
does pose a formidable challenge to
Sultan Qaboos, as it does many of the
rulers in the Middle East. The jobs of-
fered so far by the Sultan are more an
alternative form of social welfare than a
real stimulus to the country's economy.

"Today there is a new imperative to
create jobs," Freeman said. "Companies
have so far relied on cheap imported la-
bour, but from now on they may start
employing locals who are more expen-
sive but also more productive."

Oman hasn’t completely quieted
down since February, though. Hundreds
of protesters took to the streets of the
port city of Salalah on May 6, demand-
ing an end to corruption and democratic
reform.  In early April, police arrested
57 people in a crackdown on protests in
the northern industrial city of Sohar.

Indeed, a small group of protesters
had been encamped outside the Shura
Council building in Muscat since Feb-
ruary, bemoaning unemployment. One
protester, Basma Al-Kiyumi, told BBC
in late April that even after the Sultan's
moves, the country was still "a bomb
waiting to explode."

Last Thursday, soldiers moved in on
another protest camp as night fell over
Salalah, the country's second-largest
city, dispersing demonstrators demand-
ing higher salaries and more jobs. Clash-
es between security forces and protest-
ers and arrests reportedly continued the
next day and into the weekend.

Freeman added that the Oman la-
bour market was undergoing a process
of "Omanization," where entire sectors
have been given quotes the percentage
of Omani employees be put on payrolls.
Some sectors, such as the transporta-
tion, have achieved the target of 100%
Omani employees. "This move makes
reliance on cheap expat labour more
difficult," Freeman said.
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Abduakarim Obyan 

 I agree with peaceful marches and closure of governmental 
institutions because these buildings are owned by the peo-
ple, it is one of the only ways to send a clear message to an 
obstinate ruler. However, the regime uses such actions as 
a pretext to carry out violent actions against peaceful, un-
armed protesters. 

Nabil Al-Ahmadi

I can say and trust what I say - the Yemeni youth revolution 
is peaceful and will succeed because they are Yemeni youth. 
We aren’t subject to foreign influence and we don’t use vio-
lence or vandalize private property.
What have we done to illicit such a violent response from 
security forces? Do we deserve the violence because we want 
a decent life? Because we demand the end of corruption in 
our nation? 
It is the job of security forces to protect citizens, not to ter-
rorize them and kill them as they have done to peaceful pro-
testers across Yemen.

Khalid Al-Karimi

Sporadic marches are not enough to strike fear in the heart 
of a leader like Saleh. Each protest costs
many lives whereas the man at helm falsely denounces the 
revolutionaries as the firebrand of violence and sabotage. 
Without a doubt, to have a siege on the Presidential Palace 
can never be attained for granted. We have grown bored of 
routine marches. Okay, what will efficaciously work? Pro-
testers across the nation necessitate an orderly decisive 
march with no intention to retreat. Yes, people will die, but 
this revolution cannot be won without sacrifice. The protest-
ers’ motto is ‘’Triumph or Martyrdom.’’ If they speak seri-
ously then they will take charge and march fearlessly. If they 
don’t, marches are futile.

Sami Shamlan

 I think a march on the palace would be suicide. If we see 
how many people have killed before they marched to the of-
fice of prime minister it is a huge number, 14 martyrs in the 
end. President Ali Saleh called for civil war in his last speech 
at Al Sabeen Square and called on his supporter to protect 
public services. Finally, if protesters march on the palace, if 
will be a crazy decision. All of them will be killed. 

Amr Al-Najar

The marches which organized in all cities towards govern-
mental institutes are peaceful movements. but it’s combat-
ing with violence and live bullets from security forced, we 
aren’t turbulent, and that’s rage us. In my opinion to pros-
perity out revolution, the revolutionists must detect marched 
Day on the government palace with their weapons, not na-
ked breasts. The regime apathetic they are bare or not, Wed. 
marched proven that. On otherwise, even collective sacri-
ficed committed, we are in people revolution, it’s cheap on 
blood to get freedom.

Aamer Mohammed Ahmed

In my opinion, any march towards the presidential palace , 
is a blunder act, and fault, because any miscalculation by the 
president Saleh or by the protesters whether the opposition 
parties or the youth  could lead to massacres and chaos that 
would not be easily stopped in the short term. Ali Saleh must 
go out from the power but  protesters must keep their peace-
ful revolution from the violent and bloodshed. So I think 
that, the Gulf initiative is the best opportunity for Yemeni 
political groups to end their conflict and save face, without 
incurring heavy losses. It preserves Yemen’s security, stabil-
ity, and unity, while the same time preventing bloodshed. 
Eventually I appealed all the interested parties to stop their 
inciting the people to fight one other and attacking on the 
public and private properties.

 Next Week’s Question: 

If the Gulf initiative was signed 

will items implemented? If 

it is not signed what would 

happened after that? 

Follow this section for a new question every week and feel free 
to reply with your answers or feedback by sending an e-mail to 
ytyouth@gmail.com
So this is your chance to share your humorous stories, poems 
or opinions with other young readers!

Youth Talk
Compiled by Mahmood Al-Matari and Safiya Al-Jabry

In this section we talk to young people about their 

concerns, hopes and dreams. Every week we hit the 

streets and share what young people have to say right 

here.

Are	
�    protest	
�    marches	
�    beneficial	
�    or	
�    

do they only serve to force a violent 

response from security forces?

 This week’s question:

One	
�    of	
�    13	
�    protesters	
�    that	
�    were	
�    killed	
�    on	
�    11	
�    May	
�    as	
�    security	
�    forces	
�    and	
�    snipers	
�    opened	
�    fire	
�    on	
�    a	
�    group	
�    of	
�    

demonstrators

Photo by Jeb Boone

By: Hanan Mohammed

h.dorso22@yahoo.com

Taking a decision is so hard 
because the consequences 
of this decision will return 
to you either positively or 
negatively. So most people, 

though not all, when they have a choice 
to make will either run away or depend 
on someone else’s decision in order not 
to use their own mind for a while.

Going deeper into this topic is to open 
another door. It is opinion. In fact, ex-
pressing opinions involves countless 
concepts, but I will shed light on my 
own simple understanding. The opinion 
is a shadow that reflects who you are,

not who others are.
When we were children, we didn’t use 

to express our opinions. If we opened 
our mouth to say one single word, older 
people would say, “You are still children. 
You don’t understand. Go and play.”

When we get older, we try to contra-
dict our parents’ opinions, or others who 
are older than us. They tell us ‘’be polite 
with those who are older than you. You 
have to follow their opinion.” In fact, 
this is the way that most young men are 
raised. Copying other’s opinions wheth-
er they are true or false.

Actually, what pushed me to write 
about this topic is a something that at-
tracted my attention in the street. I saw 
two boys talking about a political issue. 

They started with expressing opinions, 
each one belonging to a different party, 
and they ended with a bloody fight. So
parents reap what they plant on their 
children.

Honestly, it is only just a smaller view 
reflecting the larger one playing out
these days in Yemen. Every one sticks 
to his opinion, whatever it is, and he is 
not ready to think with his own mind. 
Not only because of his opinion, but the 
opinions of others he carries.

No one accepts others’ views, not 
only because they have different opin-
ions, but because they consider people 
who contradict them as their enemy.

Using your own mind is the only tool 
to judge what you are saying, and doing. 

Not what you were raised on, and what 
others say.

Wearing your glasses to see what is 
happening around you is much better 
than wearing someone else’s glasses of 
different colors.

Accepting others’ opinions and what-
ever contradicts your own opinion is 
the best evidence of reaching a higher 
progression in thinking. Looking at the 
problem from different corners is wiser 
than seeing it from only a single narrow 
perspective.

I am proud to say, if people in the 
whole world have advanced knowledge 
and reach higher positions in thinking, 
Yemeni people have wisdom which is 
greater than anything else.

By: Khalid Aziz

From the Dawn Newspaper

20th May 2011

After the 9/11 attack, the 
US began to put togeth-
er its response to global 
terrorism based on its 
wealth and power.

The US is a strategic gorilla in a 
world of middling and poor states. It 
accounts for a huge 23 percent of the 
world’s GDP and is also the biggest 
spender on the means of war – a whop-
ping 43 percent of the global military 
expenditure.

The other nations don’t come any-
where near these statistics. In another 
context, such abilities give the US an 
opportunity to define developments, at
the same time providing the country 
the luxury of making mistakes and re-
covering from these fairly easily.

Clearly its excellence in leadership 
and knowledge of global issues are 
formidable as we discovered in the 
unearthing of Osama bin Laden in our 
midst.

Pakistan, the other player in Osama’s 
story, is a nation of 180 million people 
and sits astride one of the most sensi-
tive locations in Asia. Its geographic 
location is both a bane and an asset. It 
is an asset if used for trade and com-
merce, but a 

liability when the security demands 
of the neighborhood are considered.

Pakistan’s security managers have 
long dominated the country’s politics 
and commanded its resources due to the 

prioritization of security over trade.
Thus Pakistan’s people and infra-

structure both remain marginalized. 
Paucity of the resources required to 
run the state has made Pakistan depen-
dent on external funds that in turn has 
permitted undue foreign influence to
dominate Pakistan’s policies.

Despite being a nuclear power, the 
management of state institutions re-
mains below par. Poverty abounds as 
investment in the people is low. At the 
same time, we have relied on religion 
to bind the country together – a narra-
tive reinforced after the decade-long 
Mujahideen war in the 1980s. Today, 
the same religious extremists frequent-
ly used as proxy warriors, are tearing 
Pakistan apart.

After the May 1-2 raid in Abbottabad 
and the discovery of Osama, Pakistan’s 
civil-military leadership has come out 
poorly. It is shocking to be found with 
stolen goods in our front yard; it is a 
failure of the state managers and not 
the people. Pakistan is being set up to 
pay a high price in some form unless 
the arrest of Osama itself was a set-up.

Unfortunately, when our parliament 
speaks of the violation of our sover-
eignty in the context of this matter it 
doesn’t hold.

States like human beings are not 
equal – some are more powerful than 
others and there is one country that has 
the capacity to cause immense pain and 
hardship to us, and that is the US.

One might be thinking: “Hey, this 
person is taking me to the market to 
be sold.” I have nothing of the kind in 

mind. However, I do recommend the 
exercise of rational thinking for the 
long-term survival of a normal and a 
peaceful Pakistan.

In order to succeed, we need to re-
visit many of our fondest strategic par-
adigms since that is where the problem 
lies. Our limited military capacity does 
not warrant the role that we have as-
sumed.

Secondly, we have known for a long 
time that the more proxy wars we fight,
the weaker we become. In order to get 
out of this, we need to transform our 
narrative from being exclusive to one 
that celebrates diversity; resisting this 
transition will be suicidal.

In a recently held Shura meeting of 
the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, three 
important issues were reportedly dis-
cussed.

Hakimullah Mehsud swore that but 
for the drones he would have taken 
over Islamabad. In another exchange 
over suicide bombings, the Shura was 
told by a participant that innocents 
have died in every revolution; if the 
Shura had qualms it could compensate 
those who were considered innocent 
after they had achieved power!

Will the US exit from Afghanistan? 
It is unlikely – 40-50,000 troops will 
remain in that country in the foresee-
able future. Societies in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan have been radicalized and 
it will take more than a generation to 
make them neutral. Thus the war will 
not end with the exit of the US from the 
region. If that is the case, what should 
Pakistan do?

It is clear that our strategic policies 
are beyond our financial capacities.
The money needed for implementing 
them combined with the cost of internal 
security is crippling us. Unfortunately, 
the dearth of leadership in Pakistan 
is delaying the change necessary. We 
have no statesman; only carpetbaggers 
masquerading as democrats.

Our major political parties are man-
aged by dynastic leaders who place 
their own interests before Pakistan’s. 
Although democratic political forums 
have the right to lead the nation and 
solve the people’s problems, we still 
see them wasting time on rhetoric rath-
er than taking effective action to solve 
problems.

Clearly, the need of the hour is to 
stand united. Now is not the time to 
blame each other. The political and 
military leadership are sons of the soil 
and must know that they will have to 
work together as institutions, not per-
sonal fiefdoms. Whatever the differ-
ences between them, the civil and mili-
tary leadership must work jointly to 
take the nation out of its current crisis.

Secondly this is a good opportunity 
to rationalize our security doctrine 
and the national narrative that must 
reflect principles of universal peace
and brotherhood. Pakistanis were sur-
prised to learn of Osama bin Laden’s 
presence in Abbottabad. Let us use 
this embarrassment to good effect and 
become stronger and wiser by reform-
ing ourselves. Pakistan’s future lies in 
building relations of peace with all its 
neighbors.

Thinking for yourself

Time for unity in Pakistan
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office manager, marketing, 
project stc.
ready to join immediately 
with good companies.
711445354
Bachelor of accountancy  4
from Sana'a
University diploma of 
secretary and computer 
courses in the English good 
in writing and specking, 
store keeper for 3 years 
inventory control and 
purchasing follow up for 6 
years site administrator for 
one year.

733409652
Bachelor degree in English,  4
computer diploma, have an  
experience for 5 years in the 
following fields: secretary 
and administration , sales 
and marketing, logistics and 
special courses in French 
language. 777565320
mohammed_ismeil18@
yahoo.com
Faisal Qasem, working as a  4
translator for 12 year and 
business letters. I want a 
part time job as a translator.
Contact: 777 187 490 or 777 
679 057 
Fawaz Al-Sabri, Bachelor  4
degree of E, diploma in 
accounting, d. in computer, 
Trading correspondence and 
Yemen soft program, Tow 
years experience of 
accounting, one years 
experiences of teaching. I'd 
like to work in anything of 
me specialization.
Tel: 733298154  Email: 
fawaz.alsabri@yahoo.com 
Teaching Japanese  4
Language in Sana'a and 
Freelance Japanese inter 
prater.

 Please call:736876882
Bachelor in English  4
language    
I have experience in 

Business correspondence 
administration work. 
734510405
Gamal, Bachelor degree of  4
English, diploma in 
marketing, diploma in 
computer secretarial & 
Experiences as a treasurer. I 
would like to work in any 
ares of my  specialization.
777004207 
Mahmood bachelor degree  4
in English, computer and 
marketing courses one year 
experience in the United 
Insurance company in Taiz 
as a promoter.
mahmoodhizam@yahoo.
com. 713405946
Bachelor of computer  4
science - India & years 
experience in desktop 
application programming. 
733300597
RadFan Haza'a. Police  4
officer. Excellent English. 
work as police supervisor, 
participated in peacekeeping 
forces of U.N as 
international supervisor. 
Desire for working as 
bodyguard or security 
officer in any embassy.

 Contact: 733312226
Bachelor in Radio and T.V  4
media from Aden university 
many of professional 
capacity in the T.V-Radio 
Productions. computer skills

 Contact : 735869554
Diploma in business, 5  4
years experience in accounts 
& correspondent. fluent in 
English, computer skills. 

 Contact: 735627704
Doploma degree in English,  4
I would like to work with an 
forign company even as 
adriver.

 Yazeedready@yahoo.com
 700001870-733498650
BA in English Faculty of  4
Arts Taiz University Tofel 
557, Diploma of computer 
secretary fast typist. 

 Sana'a 713900528
Master diploma in (English)  4
is seeking a job in Sana'a 
Long experience in teaching 
English.
 777584644 - 733496587
Qualified translator - entrap  4
English /Arabic and vice- 
versa. Jamal - 733245514
Free lance translator High  4
skilled expert. Mammon - 
736913669
Professional English  4
teacher, all levels. Aden. 
771433797, 734201785
Nadia Mukhtar - single,  4
native Indian, obtained 
English and secretary 
diploma with  Excellent 
grade, experienced in 
graphics, commercial 
correspondence, translation, 
excellent communication 
skills, wants to work in Taiz 
mobile: 771648313
Diploma in civil  4
Engineering 3 years, 
Experience in Road survey. 
Good knowledge of English, 
computer skills. Taiz: 
734383275
Bachelor of information  4
technology from the 
University of science and 
technology Grade: Excellent 
with honors from the first 
installment holds a 
certificate of the best 
graduation project. 
Experience in programming 
+ maintenance + network +
web design (electronic
pages) with skills in
operating systems.
Proficiency in English
language. 770406290-
734442010

Bachelor of Economics (BA  4
Economics) and master of 
sociology (MA, Sociology) 
past graduation in computer 
application (P.G.D.A) 
Excellent command over 
written. Spoken English. 4 
years Glut Experience  in 
secretary, store keeper. 
SUNIL near University of 

Science  & Technology 
Hospital. 713430545 
Lessons at Home, evening  4
classes in English, math, 
book keeping & accounting. 
Reasonable rates. Qualified 
& experienced teachers.
bashuaib@yahoo.com
736567517
Marketing officer institute  4
of development impact CV 
please send to fax number 
454077
Holds a BA in management  4
information systems at the 
Modern Academy, an 
equivalent diploma Bachelor 
from Cairo University, 
Diploma in Network 
Engineering, MCSE and 
MCSA, Diploma of 
COMPTIA Network, skills 
in the Microsoft office, the 
English speaking is average, 
Iwould like to join a team 
work at any reputable 
private company or 
Administrative work in Oil 
sector, contact 737357853. 
Ali AL-Hemyari

New offices are available  4
for rent at Aman Tower - 
Zubairy street . 735870015
We have apartement for rent  4
consists of three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bathroomes  
and a hall. Location in 
Mujahad street.
Contact: 711140184
Appartment without  4
furnture. contains 3 
bedroom, hall, 2bathrooms, 
kitchen.
Abo Ali: 777448617
New apartments for rent at  4
Hadda. Sabaa Bank 
buildings 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and a Diwan

 733869522 - 770567930
New building, First grand  4
floor an apartments with 4 
rooms, hall, 2 bathrooms, 
Kitchen. Second floor 2 
apartments each apartments 
with  2 rooms, hall, 2 
bathrooms, Kitchen. 
Location: Taiz street, Sana'a  
777960925 

Car for sale: 4
Company/Model: Hyundai- 

2004, Colour- Light Gray, 
Good Condition & 
maintained by foreigner, 
Price: 6000 USD (Six 
Thousand USD-Non 
Negotiable) for more details 
plz contact: Basim 
Abdulfatah 71175382
Brand / Hyundai 4
Vehicle model / Centnal
Calar /Black / gray
Year / 2005
To contect Tel/ 735229229/ 
7141414414/ 735229229 
Toyota "Echo" 2001 custom  4
duty paid color - silver, was 
used 5 years in Dubai 4.5 in 
Sana'a the second owner 
good condition, wheels, 
battery - new air 
conditioner, radio, cassette 
player Extra - some presents 
for a car. Price: 4,800 $ 
(American $)
Contact: 01-621412      
mob:711673699
BedRoom (used) contains of  4
(double Bed, wardrobe, 
Hairdo, Extension drawers 
and Bed Brushes.)
 Mobile:777395261
CANON Power shot SX130  4
IS, Digital Camera new, 
12x700m, 12.1mp, HD 
Movie. Included, 4gb 
memory, Tripod, Pouch, 
Battery charger.

 Contact:733219800
Toyota Corola XLI Engine  4
1300cc; 18.494 km; custom 
duty paid; Delivery as new 
in Mei 2007, first owner, 
nice and neat condition 
Already equipped double 
din (radio casserre and CD 
player), power for four 
speakers, two tweeters; 
central door locked with 
alarm Diplomatic register; 
price: US$ 10,700
Contact: gunstock_47@
hotmail. com;734751029 
(for English speaker); 
733312183 (for Arabic 
speaker)
3 Shirazi cats - Age: 3  4
months - Original breed - 
Beautiful colors white - 
orange & Light beige. 
734476002
I MAC, Intel-based  4
processor, 2.66GHZ, 
windows &MAC 
compatible,20 inch 16:10 
wide screen, 320 GB 
HDD.2GB DDR3 RAM. 
773500399

1123 May, 2011

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank   274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  

Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 445518/7-442073
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871

MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975  Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546

INSURANCE COMPANIES
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

  Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029        Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

  Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

  Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,    Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
  01 266375   

Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

  Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593 
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 
02-221270

Falcon Holidays 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

 Classifieds

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

❒For Sale   ❒Required ❒Available   ❒For Lease
❒For Hire/Rent ❒Job Require ❒Situation Vacant ❒Others

Details:

Contact Address:

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics & 
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
• Packing/Land Transportation.
• International door to door services.
• Warehousing /Logistical planning.
• Customs clearance/Local

Visa/Documentation handling.
• Real Estate Services.
• Ticking Reservations & General

Tourism Services.
• Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo



CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

During troubled times, Aden remains beautiful

Photos by Minal S. 

While most 
of Aden’s 
shops, 
businesses 
and hotels 

remain closed as part of a 
civil disobedience campaign, 
the beauty of the coastal city 
endures as a reminder of a 
once thriving tourist industry 
in Yemen’s largest southern 
city. 
The center of some of the 
heaviest police crackdowns 
in Yemen, Aden has been 
under a curfew for a great 
deal of time since anti-
government protests began 
sweeping across the country 
in January. 
Should Yemen’s period 
of civil strife and uprising 
come to a close, tourist from 
around the world, other parts 
of the Arab Gulf and from 
governorates around Ye-
men will be able to enjoy the 
splendor of Aden yet again. 

Football stadium Aden mall in the distance
Sera fishing boats

Eagle’s View-SeraFun city

Sun rise




