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Confusion, mixed feelings
surround Saleh’s departure

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, June 5 — Jubilant screams
and dancing broke out in Change

Square after protesters first heard
the news of President Ali Abdullah
Saleh’s departure to Saudi Arabia
for treatment according to an official
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statement from Saudi government.
Based on article 116 from the Yemeni
constitution, vice president Abd Rabu
Mansur Hadi was placed in charge as
acting president.

The Yemeni government has yet
to release any official statements to
confirm, deny or clarify the condition
of the president of the conditions sur-
rounding his departure.

In spite of Saleh’s departure, fight-
ing between loyalist government mili-
tary forces and tribesmen continued
to rage in the Al-Hasaba district of
Sana’a.

Despite the dancing in the squares,
the explosions didn’t stop. On Sunday
sources from the 1st Armored Divi-
sion, loyal to defected Major General
Ali Mohsen said that an attack was or-
dered by acting president Hadi against
the 1st Armored Division camp inside
the city. The explosion left two dead
and 15 injured.

“This will be the last explosive fired
against the Division, I promise” Major
Hamdan Faris told the Yemen Times.
“Many of the Republican Guards will
join the revolution today” he said.

Abd Al-Ghani Al-Eryani, a political
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analyst told the Yemen Times that the
whole situation is just the implement-
ing of the Gulf Cooperation Council
Countries initiative that was signed by
parties, the Joint Meeting Parties [the
Opposition Coalitions Parties] and
the ruling party that plans a peaceful
transmission of power.

President Saleh on Saturday de-
clared his willingness to complete the
GCC initiative according to the offi-
cial news agency.

“What happened is just step num-
ber one of the three steps that was
suggested by the GCC initiative” Said
Al-Eryani. "He rules 30 days and
authorize his duty to his deputy. The
General People’s Congress signed and
the Joint Meeting Parties signed with
Saleh as the only obstacle in its imple-
mentation.

There are conflicting reports that
Saleh’s Family, who have command
positions in the military and armed
forces, left with him to Saudi.

“We still aren’t sure who has left
with Saleh. I would prefer that his
family stay and answer to parliament
to shed light on the past four months
of protests, to give us a look behind
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closed door,” said Al-Eryani.

Al-Eryani said that also people are
celebrating in the streets for the revo-
lution victory still it didn’t meet its
aim yet in withdrawing the regime.
“Everything the peaceful protesters
seek hasn’t happened yet. There is
no parliamentarian regime under the
rule of law. What happened is just the
symbol of the corrupt dictator retreat-
ing, not the regime itself,” he added.

“We need the GCC initiative to
complete the procedures of bringing
down the regime,” he said.

A ruling party official has reported
that Saleh will return to Yemen in a
couple of days.

MP Shwaqi Al-Qadhi said that the
peaceful revolutionary youth have
a harder task now and need to come
together to fight for their revolution’s
goals to come true and to prevent the
“counter- revolution” of those who
would try to get benefit from the revo-
lution and ruin it.

“The world is still waiting for the
US position. They are still trying to
rearrange their policies and the Arabs
still waiting for Saudi Aribia to react,”
said al-Qadhi.
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Around the Nation

New president, old guard

Abd Raboo Mansour Hadi, the vice
president of Yemen has taken over
as presidential responsibilities in Ye-
men after Saleh left Sana’a to Saudi
Arabia on Saturday night for medical
treatment, Yemen’s Abdo Al-Janadi,
deputy minister of information stated
yesterday night.

Saleh’s health condition has been re-
ported worse that it was believed, ac-
cording to Saudi medical sources.

Dr. Mohamed Abd Al-Malek Al-Mut-
awakel, member of the supreme coun-
cil of the opposition coalition known
as the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) told
the Yemen Times that vice-president is
the legitimate person to take over the
president’s tasks for 60 days and presi-
dential elections are to be held during
this period, according to Yemen'’s con-
stitution.

“The opposition will start a dialogue
with him and forming a national unity
government headed by the opposition
to implement the GCC brokered power
transition,” added Al-Mutawakel
“Al-Hadi has been known as a military
figure and he participated in the war
against the south with Saleh in 1994,”
said Mutawakel.

He noted that Hadi was not designated
as VP by a republican decree, but with
personal direction from Saleh.

“John Brennan, President Barack
Obama’s national security adviser,
spoke with the Yemeni vice president
by telephone on Saturday, a White
House official said, but offered no de-
tails,” the Associated Press reported on
Sunday
During a three-day visit which ended
on Friday, Brennan traveled to Saudi

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
to discuss the crisis in Yemen.
Yemen’s constitution stipulates that, “If
the post of the President of the Repub-
lic becomes vacant or should the Presi-
dent become permanently disabled, the
Vice President temporarily takes over
the presidential functions for a period
that does not exceed sixty days, during
which new elections for the President
of the Republic shall take place.”

“If the posts of the President of the

Republic and Vice President become

vacant at the same time, the Presiding

Board of the House shall temporarily

take over the functions of the Presi-

dent. If the House of Representatives
are under dissolution, the government
shall replace the Presiding Board of the

House in carrying out the functions of

the Presidency, and in this case election

of the President of the Republic shall
take place within a period that does not
exceed sixty days from the first session
of the new House of Representatives.”

Below is more information about Hadi,

his life and his military and political

contribution in the south and north of

Yemen:

e Born in Thukain village of Al-
Wade’ district in Abyan governor-
ate on May 1st 1945.

e Graduated in 1964 from Aden
Protectorate Army School, which
was privately military school for

e qualifying sons of army officers
of the southern Arab Union

e Had a scholarship to Britain and
joined a military course on mili-
tary terms and then joined also one
year half special military course.
During this course, he learned to

speak English and graduated in
1966.

*  He came back to Aden and had a
military scholarship to Cairo on
tanks until 1970

. In 1976, he received a four-year
military scholarship to Russia on
leadership and staff

e He worked as a leader of an ar-
mored division until the indepen-
dence of the south Yemen from
Britain in 1967, after the inde-
pendence he was appointed as a
leader of armored division at Al-
Anad military base, in the western
area of the south, then manager of
armored school, then staff officer
for armored weapons, after that
staff officer for the military col-
lege and then director of human
resources training circuit of the
armed forces

. In 1972, he moved to Al-Dale’
area and was appointed as deputy
leader of Karash area and he was
a member of the mediation com-
mittee for ceasing fire and head of
the military committee in mutual
negotiations which followed the
war between the north and the
south, after that he lived in Aden
as a director of human resource
training department of the south’s
army

e When Abd Al-Fatah Ismail was
removed from ruling the south
of Yemen known as the peoples’
Democratic Republic of Yemen
and Ali Naser Mohamed took
over after him in 1980, he re-
mained in his position as the di-
rector of training department of

the army during bloody conflict
in northern rural areas between
the regime and the national front
which was backed by the regime
in the south

. In 1983, he was promoted to
deputy staff leader for supply and
management of the army and he
was also the chairman of the ne-
gotiating committee in militariz-
ing deals with the Soviet Union
and creating modern military bri-
gades

e He worked with some of his col-
leagues on gathering military
brigades who displaced from
the south to the north during the
bloody clashes with the national
front with the northern regime.
He coordinated with the regime
in the north and reorganize the
conditions of these brigades were
called the brigades of Yemen’s
unity. He remained in the north of
Yemen until May 22nd 1990 when
the unification was announced
between the Arab Republic of Ye-
men in the north and the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen in
the south

e He was appointed as a military
leader of Al-Baida and participat-
ed in the 1994 civil war between
Saleh’s regime and the socialist
leaders of the former government
in the south

e In May 1994, he was designated
as a minister of defense by a re-
publican decree

. On April 10th 1994, Saleh des-
ignated him as vice president of
Yemen

Abd Raboo Mansour Hadi

e He was graded in military ranks
starting with an officer in the
southern Arab Army in1966 until
a lieutenant general in 1997

e On Saturday evening 4th June
2011, Hadi took over the power of

president of Yemen after Saleh left
Yemen to Saudi Arabia for medi-
cal treatment from injuries due to
attack on his compound amidst
nationwide uprisings demanding
an end to Saleh’s 33-year rule

Taiz violence continues

By: Emad Al-Saqqaf

TAIZ, June 4- The city of Taiz, 265
km south the capital Sana’a in home
to some of the most serious violence
in the entire country after the state’s
security forces withdrew from streets
and governmental buildings on Sat-
urday. Looters stormed many public
offices including police stations, pros-
ecution office, agriculture office and
the branch of Saba news agency.
Abdullah Qairan, security chief of Taiz
told the Yemen Times that armed men
also raided state’s prisons and released
prisoners.

Locals also reported that they saw loot-
ers stealing property of the Al-Qahira
police station in the heart of Taiz city.
The chaos in the city was bolstered
amidst the unknown fate of president
Saleh since he was attacked in his per-
sonal compound in Sana’a and five of
his senior officials were severely hurt.
State-owned media confirmed on Sat-
urday that Saleh and other top officials
were sent to Saudi Arabia for medical
treatment.

On Saturday the city witnessed vio-
lent clashes between armed backers of
the youth revolution and Saleh’s loyal
forces. On the Same day, the 32nd bri-

gade in Al-Janad known as Khaled Bin
Al-Waleed camp, which includes 800
soldiers, was divided into two halves
between pro-Saleh and supporters of
the anti-government protesters.

This new military defections took place
after pro-democracy protesters in Taiz
retook control of freedom square on
Friday June 3rd after it was taken by
Saleh’s forces on Sunday May 29th in
anight raid that killed dozens of peace-
ful protesters and burned the camp.
The protesters were able to take over
the square with the assistance of armed
tribesmen and retired soldiers in Taiz
since tribal leaders in the governor-
ate vowed to protect protesters in an
emergency meeting held on Monday,
following Sunday developments.

The clashes between Saleh’s forces
and armed men and retired soldiers
broke out on Friday morning when
they first prevented protesters from
coming back to their square. Three
protesters were killed and 28 were also
injured, according to eyewitnesses,
whereas four soldiers of Saleh’s forces
have been killed and 25 others wound-
ed, according to an official source in
the city.

Eyewitnesses reported also that armed
men and around 40 defected soldiers

burned a military vehicle and seized
another one during the clashes on Fri-
day.

Saleh’s forces withdrew from the
square after news on Friday afternoon
said that Saleh was injured in his pal-
ace in a mortar-shell attack launched at
his mosque in the palace and left seven
of his guards dead and four top offi-
cial wounded, one of them in critical
condition.

The city now witnesses streets war
between defected soldiers and Saleh’s
forces which are being supported also
by some thugs loyal to the ruling par-
ty.

The city is also under siege and all
entrants are closed amidst lack of ser-
vice including power, water, fuel and
shortage of food, according to locals
who spoke to the Yemen Times on the
phone.

Terror also grips the city as the ex-
change of fire takes place in every cor-
ner and street of the city. People can’t
go out due to increasing clashes all
around the city.

Locals also said that snipers of Saleh’s
forces have centered on the roofs of
high buildings across the city in an
attempt to prevent any gathering of
protesters.

YT photo by Emad Al-Saqqaf

destruction.

Taiz was the first governorate of Ye-
men to start a popular protest in Janu-
ary demanding an end to Saleh’s 33-

Security forces were withdrawn from governmental buildings in Taiz leaving it vulnerable for looting and

year rule.
More than 100 peaceful protesters
have been killed since the beginning

of protest movement in the city which
has been know the most civilized area
in the country.

Amid mounting violence,
a call for restraint

Geneva/Sana’a (ICRC) - Violence
in Yemen has taken a new dimension
with the eruption of armed confron-
tations in the capital, Sana’a, and in
other major cities, such as Taiz and
Abyan. The International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) is alarmed by
the escalating violence and is deeply
concerned about the consequences as
dozens of people have been injured or
killed.

«The consequences, in humanitar-
ian terms, are becoming more seri-
ous by the day,» said Jean-Nicolas
Marti, head of the ICRC delegation
in Yemen. «Hundreds of civilians
have found themselves caught in the
crossfire, and dozens of people on all
sides have been injured or killed in
fighting in Hasaba, in the northern part

of Sana’a. In Taiz and Abyan the situ-
ation is getting worse as the fighting
intensifies.»

The ICRC calls upon all those in-
volved in the current clashes to exer-
cise restraint in the use of force and to
help first-aid workers save lives and, if
necessary, transfer casualties. Human
life and dignity must be preserved at
all times. Human remains must be
treated with dignity and handed over
to the families for proper burial.

«People in the capital and other ma-
jor cities are facing new and difficult
challenges,» said Mr Marti. «People
are afraid and uncertain of how things
will unfold. Many families, fearing
more violence in the coming days, are
stocking up on food and water. Gun-
shots and loud explosions can be heard

over long periods, even at night.»

Hospital staff are coping with in-
creasing numbers of casualties. Yemen
Red Crescent volunteer first-aid work-
ers face many difficulties performing
their life-saving tasks.

The ICRC has been able to reach vi-
olence-stricken areas in Abyan and has
supplied Al Razi Hospital in Khanfar
with dressing kits and first-aid sup-
plies. It has also given dressing kits to
the Science and Technology Hospital
in Sana’a.

The ICRC continues to monitor the
situation very closely and remains firm
in its support for the Yemen Red Cres-
cent. It is carrying on with the work
it performs for detainees and others
suffering the effects of the ongoing
violence.

At least 10 die in smuggling boat
incident in the Gulf of Aden

GENEVA - At least 10 people have
lost their lives in a tragic boat smug-
gling incident on the Gulf of Aden af-
ter a two-day journey from Somalia to
Yemen.

According to initial reports citing
some of the original 115 passengers
found on Yemen’s shore near Al Ham-
ra, some 200 kilometers east of Aden,
the smuggler’s boat set sail from
Bosasso, Puntland in northern Somalia
early on Sunday morning. Ten Ethio-
pians suffocated en route to Yemen as
the smugglers crammed and confined
25 people to the engine room with no
ventilation. Survivors claim that their
bodies were thrown into the sea some
seven hours after departure.

Another four people reportedly per-
ished in waves as smugglers, fearing

detection by the Yemeni navy, forced
the remaining passengers to disem-
bark too far from the coast. After the
exhausting trip they were simply too
tired to swim and succumbed to the
rough sea.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR)
is shocked and saddened by this latest
tragic incident.

“We condemn the unscrupulous and
inhumane treatment of refugees and
others who are desperately seeking to
flee the violence, human rights abuses
and seriously debilitating life options
in the Horn of Africa,” said Erika Fell-
er, the UNHCR Assistant High Com-
missioner for Protection. “We have
witnessed similar, isolated, individual
incidents before — but never on such
scale. This speaks volumes about the

smugglers’ utter disregard for human
life.”

As of Tuesday morning, UNHCR’s
local partner in Yemen, Society for
Humanitarian Solidarity, had recov-
ered one male and one female body.

They were buried on Tuesday at the
local cemetery near Al Hamra. The
101 survivors, mostly Ethiopians, were
transferred today to Ahwar Reception
Centre for care and recovery.

One hundred and eight people are
known to have drowned or fallen vic-
tim to risky crossings on the Gulf of
Aden since the beginning of the year —
compared to only 15 during the whole
of 2010.

More than 9,000 Somalis and 27,000
Ethiopians have arrived in Yemen by
boat so far this year.
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In the wake of the Tunisian Revolution, in a movement which is known now as
the Arab Spring, Yemen decided to rise against the decades long rule of Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh. The uprising began in February and pushed forward
into June. Now that Saleh has left, we look back on more than four months of

protests throughout Yemen.

By: Michelle Laval

FEBRUARY

2 February 2011: Thousands of Ye-
menis opposed to the government take
to the streets of Sana’a, Aden and Taiz
on the “First Day of Rage”. Protest-
ers are demanding that the Consitution
be amended in order to prevent Presi-
dent Saleh to run for another term. In a
speech to the nation, Ali Abdullah Saleh
promises that he will leave the presiden-
cy once his term completed and that his
son Ahmed will not be put forward as he
next presidential candidate.

The President urges the Opposition to
enter into a dialogue, claiming that he
is in favor of a “National unity Govern-
ment”. 3 February: Tens of thousands of
protesters in Sana’a on “Second Day of
Rage” decry government corruption, and
Saleh’s control of power and resources.
Saleh again calls for dialogue with the
opposition.

10 February: Thousands of Southern
Movement (SM) supporters march in
several parts of the south in protest to
the military siege imposed by the gov-
ernment. They demand the release of
all political prisoners detained for their
involvement in the SM. The government
is accusing the Movement of promoting
secessionist sentiments.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
resigns.

12 February: In Yemen’s capital
Sana’a, thousands of men and women
are seen celebrating the fall of Muba-
rak in a show of solidarity with Egypt.
Banners are raised: “Today we are all
Egyptians”.

The demonstrators are soon met by
supporters of the Regime in Tahrir
Square and clashes between the 2 es-
calate to violent outburst. Other anti-re-
gime protesters decide to march towards
the Egyptian Embassy, demanding the
end of Saleh’s regime and his immediate
departure.

2 men are injured, attacked by Saleh
armed thugs.

13 February: Tens of thousands rally
in front of Sana’a University as well as
in Liberty Square in Taiz. They are con-
fronted by pro-government demonstra-
tors in both cities. Government security
forces arrest 120 protesters in Taiz, ac-
cording to Yasser al-Magqtari, a human
rights activist from Taiz.

15 February: About 2,000 Saleh sup-
porters, backed by undercover police,
attack over 3,000 student protesters in
front of Sana’a University, using sticks
and electric batons; Khalid al-Ansi, ex-
ecutive director of the National Orga-
nization for Defending Human Rights
and Freedoms (a local NGO know as
HOOD), reports to IRIN.

16 February: Around 500 protesters
in Aden demand Saleh’s ouster. 2 pro-
testers are killed in Sana’a.

17 February: At least 25 are injured
in clashes between pro- and anti-govern-
ment protesters in front of Sana’a Uni-
versity.

18 February: 4 killed, 11 injured
when the authorities attempt to disperse
thousands of protesters in Aden in a
demonstration called “Friday of Start”.
A local council building, police sta-
tion and several police vehicles are set
ablaze; Mohammed Salim, a riot police
officer, tells IRIN from Aden. At least
three killed and another 87 injured when
a grenade is thrown at tens of thousands
of protesters in Taiz’s Liberty Square.
Ten injured in another protest staged in
the southern city of Mukalla.

19 February: One protester is killed
and another 15 injured in clashes be-
tween police and anti-government dem-
onstrators in front of Sana’a University.
Another protester killed in Aden.

21 February: The Joint Meeting Par-
ties (JMP), an opposition coalition, and
Houthi followers in the north declare
their support for the young protesters
demanding Saleh’s ouster. Tens of thou-
sands take to streets of Sa’dah, demand-
ing the same.

22 February: At least 5 students in-
jured in clashes with Saleh supporters in
front of Sana’a University.

23 February: 10 MPs resign from
ruling General People’s Congress in
protest at the government’s crackdown
on protesters. Two protesters killed and
23 injured in Sana’a.

25 February: Hundreds of thousands
of protesters stream onto the streets of
Sana’a, Taiz, Ibb, Amran, Sa’dah, Aden,

Dhalea, Mukalla, Lahj, Shabwa, Abyan,
Dhamar, Marib, Al-Jauf and Hodeida on
the “Friday of Immovability”. At least
7 killed and dozens of others injured in
Aden, according to HOOD.

26 February: Senior Sheikhs from
Yemen’s most powerful tribal confed-
erations, the Hashid and Bakil, declare
their support for the protesters. “Saleh
and his regime must leave now,” said
Sheikh Fasail Al-Dheli from the Hashid
tribe. “How is it possible for a regime to
reform things in two years after it failed
to do so in more than three decades?”
he asked.

27 February: 8 killed, 36 injured in
Aden protests, raising death toll since 2
February to 26, according to YHRO.

MARCH

1 March: Hundreds of thousands
rally in most main cities to express
solidarity with the families of protesters
killed in Aden in a day named “Tuesday
of Rage”. “Ending Saleh’s rule is the
only option for us. We will not leave this
place until Saleh steps down,” former
MP Fuad Dihaba tells IRIN.

4 March: 2 killed, 6 injured when
army attacks anti-government protesters
in war-torn Harf Sufyan District, Amran
Governorate.

8 March: Some 70 to 80 students are
injured and one killed after government
troops fired with live ammunitions at
protesters in front of Sana’a University.
On the same day a riot erupts at Sana’a
central prison: 60 injured, 20 of them
police.

10 March: Saleh goes on TV to an-
nounce plans to change the constitution
to move to a parliamentary system.

18 March: More than 50 protesters
were killed in Sana’a as plainclothes
snipers opened fire from surrounding
buildings. Known as Jumat Al-Karama,
it is the bloodiest day in more than two
months of protests throughout Yemen
and the ramifications would shake the
country.

21 March: In reaction to the March
18th massacre in Sana’a, Major General
Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar announces his
support for the youth revolution, de-
fecting from the Saleh regime. He then
orders his 1st Armored Division to pro-
tect Change Square from any further at-
tacks.

APRIL

5 April: 3 killed and more than 400
injured in renewed clashes between
thousands of protesters and police in
Sana’a and Taiz.

6 April: Tens of thousands of dem-
onstrators besiege Taiz Governorate’s
administrative HQ in protest against the
firing of live rounds against the crowds
on the previous day. 15 activists are ar-
rested in Aden following clashes with
the police.

8 April: Hundreds of thousands of
protesters take to the streets in about 15
of Yemen’s 21 governorates on a day the
protesters call “Friday of Determina-
tion”.

10 April: 4 killed, 43 injured in clash-
es between protesters and riot police in
Taiz. Some 500 protesters are taken ill
after inhaling tear gas.

11 April: Saleh announces his accep-
tance of a 30-day exit plan offered by
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) mem-
ber states. The plan anticipates Saleh
handing power to his vice-president in
exchange for giving him and his family
immunity from prosecution.

12 April: Hundreds of thousands of
people take to the streets of main cities
to protest against the GCC proposals.

13 April: 5 soldiers are killed and 4
others injured in clashes between the
First Armoured Division (led by Ali
Mohsen, the defected General) and gov-
ernment troops. 2 protesters are killed in
Aden.

15 April: Hundreds of thousands of
protesters go onto the streets in about 17
governorates on what they call “Friday
of Tolerance”. Some 13 protesters are
injured in Taiz.

17 April: The GCC foreign minis-
ters meet with the Yemeni opposition in
the Saudi capital, Riyadh. 2 protesters
are killed, 45 others injured in Sana’a.
“Ambulances taking injured protesters
were attacked by pro-government thugs
and their staff injured,” Mohammed al-
Qubati, deputy manager of the field hos-
pital at the Sana’a University protest site,
told IRIN.

Yemen’s Revolution

21 April: 15 people, including 13
soldiers are killed in clashes between a
contingent of the Republican Guards, led
by Saleh’s eldest son Ahmed and armed
tribesmen in the southern governorate of
Lahj. “The clashes erupted after tribes-
men moved to drive a Republican Guard
contingent from a strategic position in
their area,” Mohammed al-Khalidi, a
tribal sheikh, told IRIN from Lahj Gov-
ernorate.

22 April: Hundreds of thousands of
protesters take to the streets of main
cities on what they call “Last Chance
Friday”. The president’s supporters rally
in the Sabeen area of Sana’a, near the
Presidential Palace.

10 Republican Guards are killed in an
ambush by armed tribesmen in Marib
Governorate.

27 April: At least 7 are killed and
more than 100 injured in clashes be-
tween protesters and government sup-
porters as the former advanced towards
the state TV building in Sana’a.

29 April: Hundreds of thousands
demonstrate in 17 of Yemen’s 21 gover-
norates on what they call the “Friday of
Loyalty with Martyrs”. Saleh dismisses
Attorney-General Abdullah al-Ulifi for
demanding there be an investigation into
the death of the protesters allegedly mas-
sacred by the Regime’s Security Forces
on March 18th..

MAY

4 May: Tens of thousands of people
in Sana’a, Taiz, Hodeidah, Ibb, Dhamar
and other cities demonstrate against the
government’s bombing of Yafea District,
Lahj Governorate.

The government accuses the opposi-
tion of cutting off the tongue of a poet
loyal to Saleh.

5 May: Tens of thousands of people
demonstrate in Sana’a, Aden, Taiz and
Ibb to press Saleh to step down. Protest-
ers announce that 7 and 11 May: are to
be days of civil disobedience.

6 May: Hundreds of thousands
demonstrate in almost all Yemeni gov-
ernorates on what they call “Friday of
Speaking to his supporters in Saneen
area, Saleh vows to crack down on what
he called “opposition-backed bandits”
who hit oil pipelines and a power plant
in Marib Governorate.

8 May: 3 protesters are killed, 20 in-
jured in clashes with riot police in Taiz
and Hodeidah governorates.

9 May: “Revolution Youth” closes
government offices in Ibb, Taiz and
Hodeidah. 4 are killed, more than 100
injured in Taiz after government troops
tried to disperse protesters besieging
government offices in the city, using live
ammunition, batons and water cannons.

10 May: Demonstrators march out of
‘Change’ Square demanding President
Saleh’s resignation.

11 May: Saleh Security Forces
dressed in Ali Mohsen Brigade’s uni-
forms attempted to corner protesters
while they were marching in the capital
. As a result 12 civilians died and more
than 150 were injured. The protesters
took refuge in a Mosque, helped by the
intervention of a Sheikh. 8 men were
killed in Taiz, Hodeidah and Ibb.

13 May: 3 protesters are killed by the
police in Ibb city as hundreds of thou-
sands take to streets in almost all Yeme-
ni governorates on what they call “Fri-
day of Decisiveness”. Speaking to his
supporters rallying in the Sabeen area
on what the Regimed calls the “Friday
of Unity”, Saleh says: “We will encoun-
ter defiance with stronger defiance.”

He urges loyalists to align with the
Army and the Security Forces in de-
fending government institutions. Clash-
es between the First Armoured Division
and the Republican Guards in Ban Ma-
tar District, 40km west of Sana’a, leave
3 soldiers dead.

14 May: 5 Republican Guards are
killed in an ambush by tribesmen in
Marib Governorate, 180km east of
Sana’a. 6 members of the government
Security forces are killed in Rada city,
in Beida Governorate about a 150km
southeast of Sana’a, when armed tribes-
men attacked a security checkpoint at
the city’s eastern entrance.

18 May: President Saleh said to be
planning to sign the GCC proposal.
Saleh refuses to sign the deal hours
before scheduled time. A Candle Light
Vigil is held at ‘Change’ Square in
Sana’a for all those abducted and unlaw-
fully detained by the regime.

21 May: President Saleh celebrates
national holiday Unity Day with a Mili-
tary Parade and Speech. JMP members
sign the GCC agreement. Saleh an-
nounces that he will ink the deal on the
following day.

22 May: The day starts with celebra-

tions for Unity Day all over Yemen and
Sana’a. Millions of demonstrators cel-
ebrate in Change Square as President
Saleh celebrates on Police Street.

Only hours before the scheduled sig-
nature time Saleh refuses to sign the
proposal after all. He demands that the
Opposition joins him in the Presidentail
Palace to sign in his presence and that
of his party.

Sana’a is under siege by Saleh’s
military, thugs and supporters. Streets
are blocked and chaos hits the streets.
The US, UK and EU ambassadors are
trapped in the UAE embassy as Saleh’s
military and thugs surround the perim-
eter, carrying weapons.

The GCC Secretay General, al-
Zayani’s convoy is attacked by Saleh
supporters who are accusing him of
meddling with Yemen internal affairs.
The diplomat takes refuge within the
wall of the Embassy after several min-
utes of intense chaos and confusion.

The UAE Foreign Ministry sends a
message to the Yemeni government,
warning that if any harm comes to the
embassy staffs, the diplomats or the am-
bassadors, Saleh would have to bear the
consequences of his actions.

By the end of the day, the ambassadors
are airlifted out of the embassy, to the
Presidential Palace. Gunshots are heard
all over Sana’a. Supporters blocking all
roads with batons argue they won’t leave
until they are reassured that Saleh won’t
sign the deal. Many believed that this
was an act ordered by the President him-
self in a bid to show the World he had his
countrymen support.

Saleh later announced that he would
not sign the GCC deal in respect for all
those who came out and demonstrated
on the streets in support of him.

23 May: Ali Abdullah Saleh orders
an attack on Sheikh Sadeeq al-Ahmad,
the tribal leader of one of Yemen most
important tribe, the Hasheed. The house
was shelled from all sides, leaving many
tribesmen dead. The sheikh lives in the
Hasada district in the capital, Sana’a.

Just as the attack started on al-
Ahmar,government forces started to
gather around Change Square. Shelling
and gunfire were heard.

24 May: The government is once
again assaulting Sheikh al-Ahmar's
house using heavy artillery and tanks.
Witnesses are saying that many sheikhs
are currently in the house which is now
surrounded by the Republican Guards.
Gunshots are being fired from the In-
terior Ministry. At least 4 men are de-
clared dead, many more casualties. The
tribe attacked several government build-
ings and set fire to Al Yemenia Airways
headquarters.

Tribes over the country are outraged,
and say to be willing to join arms with
the Hasheed.

25 May: Many families are seen leav-
ing the Hasaba neighborhood by fear
of more clashes. US President Barack
Obama Wednesday called on Yemen's
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to "im-
mediately" honor his promise to transfer
power, amid rising violence between the
government and the opposition, AFP re-
ported.

"We call upon President Saleh to
move immediately on his commitment
to transfer power," Obama said, in a joint
press conference with British Prime
Minister David Cameron in London.

Reports also came through saying that
Sana'a International had closed.

Clashed between Hasheed and gov-
ernment forces are still raging as gun-
shots are heard in more areas of the cap-
ital. Rumors are circulating that some
residents leaving in Hadda street have
been asked to evacuate as the fighting
was coming their way. We were unable
to verify those claims.

26 May: Tribal leader Sadeeq al-
Ahmar told Reuters there was no chance
for mediation with Saleh and called on
regional and global powers to force him
out before the Arabian Peninsula coun-
try plunges into civil war.

"Ali Abdullah Saleh is a liar, liar, liar,"
said Ahmar.

The US decides to airlift its diplomats
for fear of more violence.

The government is pushing for a
cease-fire as tribes are gathering more
men on the outskirts of the capital.

Throughout the country, in Taiz, Ho-
deidah, Dhamar, Ibb, Aden and Sana’a
more demonstrations are organized.
Protestors are more determined than
ever.

More military men are defecting, re-
fusing to carry on attacks against un-
armed civilians or fellow tribesmen.

27 May: President Saleh orders his
Air Force to strike the Hasheed tribe
about 80 km. away from the capital in
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a bid to block its advances. At least 12
men lose their life in a battle opposing
the tribes and the Republican guards.
The Opposition fighters managed to
take down a helicopter, while 2 others
surrender. A military base is taken....

28 May: Zinjibar, southern capital
of Abyan falls to the hands of Al Qaeda
after Saleh orders the Army to surren-
der its positions. The President wants to
make do on his threats that without him
al-Qaeda’s influence will grow stronger.

Several senior members of the Army
who defected held a conference accus-
ing the government of plotting against
Yemen.

29 May: President Saleh orders the
Republican Guards to attack unarmed
civilians and to destroy the camp set up
in Liberty Square. Taiz is the second
largest city in Yemen and has been the
southern epicenter of the Revolution.

This attack on will turn out to be the
most violent and bloody the country ever
witnessed. The government is seen us-
ing live ammunition, snipers, batons,
anti-aircraft artillery against unarmed
civilians, tear gas canisters and toxic
gas bombs. But most horrid of all, wa-
ter cannons were filled with gasoline to
set the protesters’ tents on fire. Many el-
derly or disabled people sadly could not
escape the inferno and perished victims
of the flames.

Back in the Capital Sana’a, Hasaba
district is still under mortar attack.

In Hadramout on the eastern part of
the country, some clashes between the
Security Forces and tribesmen erupt
leaving 8 people dead

30 May: In Sana’a, Hasaba is still
under attack, forcing 100s of families
to flee to safer grounds. Sana’a experi-
ence it s first mass exodus. Hasaba has
been cut off from water and electricity.
Al-Ahmar’s men are making a stand,
fighting off the government forces with
all they’ve got. Although poorly trained
the men are displaying great bravery.

In Taiz the Republican Guards contin-
ue their attacks on the protesters. So 250
are reported dead, and an added 2000 in
the hospital.

31 May: Sheikh Sadeeq al-Ahmar’s
house is hit by a mortar bomb and is
now on fire alongside a gas station situ-
ated nearby. Things are getting quickly
out of hands as the armed clashed are
spreading outside Hasaba.

Witnesses report that General Ali
Mohsen, the defected General has been
forced to enter the fight when his men
were attacked by the government forces.
Explosions are heard nearer to Change
Square and many protesters are no fear-
ing a repeat of Taiz events.

Tribesmen are gathering under the
command of Hussein al-Ahmar in the
outskirts of the Capital, determined to
break through the government check-
points.

JUNE

1 June: Sana'a is once again rocked
by explosions as missiles land on Gen-
eral Ali Mohsen"s base. Saleh is truly
doing is best to draw the General out,
hoping to finish off his men. So far it
looks like the defected general is doing
the kicking.

Mareb tribesmen are reported to be
surrounding the administrative presi-

dential palace, downtown Sana'a. The
building is used by Saleh to receive for-
eign dignitaries.

2 June: Wednesday was another day
of heavy fighting for Sana'a. All through
the night and until the early hours of the
morning the town resounded from the
blasts of mortar attacks.

Despite many casualties the Hasheed
under the leadership of Sheikh Sadeeq
al-Ahmar pushed the government forc-
es further back. After having stormed
the ruling party’s' headquarters which
was under control of the tribes; Sheikh
Sadeeq ordered his men to retake it. His
fighters furiously assaulted Saleh's men
who fled before the threat.

In Taiz, the situation is very similar
to that of Sana'a. Soldiers have received
ordered from the President to shoot
at groups of people. Saleh is trying to
prevent any new demonstration. How-
ever, much more determined that the
President ever thought they would be.
The tribes are now fighting around the
Presidential Palace, determined to crack
the cordon of Republican guards massed
around it.

A missile hits the Capital in the ear-
ly hours of the evening, landing on a
mosque near Tahrir Square, missing by
a mile the protesters. Many suspect that
the miss was calculated.

Clashes are witnessed across the capi-
tal, many casualties on both sides.

3 June:  Saleh order an attack on
Hamid Al-Ahmar’s house near Hadda,
which is near the Presidential Palace.
The Capital is resounded for the explo-
sions. Al-Ahmar unleashes his heavy
artillery answering to the government’s
attack with the same intensity.

In an incredible turn of events, a bomb
hits the Presidential Palace.

A “rogue unit” would have set up a
bomb within the Mosque in the presi-
dential compound. The explosion left
several senior officials severaly injured
and 7 others dead. President Saleh is
transported to the Military Hospital....
chaos follows as rumors run wild in the
country and across the Globe.

In Taiz the protesters retake the
Square, having decided to retaliate
against the government attacks. Some of
the protesters take arms.

4 June: According to Yemen's Min-
ister of International Co-operation,
Hisham Sharaf, the president would
have received light injuries to his head.

However, there were reports that
the injuries might have been more se-
vere. Sources close to the president told
the BBC that Mr Saleh had a piece of
shrapnel almost 7.6cm (3in) long under
his heart and that it was puncturing his
lungs. The sources added that it was
unclear whether the president needed
surgery.

Mr Sharaf also said the speaker of the
lower house of parliament, Yahya al-Rai,
was seriously wounded, while several
other senior officials were also hurt, in-
cluding Prime Minister Ali Mohammed
Mujawar, the speaker of the upper house,
Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani,and Mr Saleh's
security adviser. The Saba news agency
said Mr Mujawar, Mr Rai, Mr Abdul
Ghani, Deputy Prime Minister Rashad
al-Alimi and the security adviser, who
was in a serious condition, were later
flown to Saudi Arabia for treatment.
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OPINION

Trusting that
Yemenis can

veryone is worried. Considering the latest develop-
ment and the intensity of the fighting, including the
attack on the president in his own palace, it is sure
that transformation time is here.

Now what will happen next? So many people are
betting on the Somalization of Yemen. They are saying that once
the regime falls everything else will fall apart. The threat of Al-
Qaeda, organized crime, tribal conflicts, Tabliazation through the
rule of an Islamist regime, and everything in between.

I think not.

First of all I hope that the president finally sees in his heart the
best interests of Yemen and decides to allow us to transition politi-
cally, saving whatever is left of our nation.

But then, even in the worst case scenario where the two parties
fight to the death, I don’t think the concerns everyone has will
materialize. You can say it is idealism or unrealistic optimism but
really this revolution has surprised us so much that I am beginning
to have hope in the Yemeni people that “yes we can.”

Yes we can have a peaceful transition of power even if we have
to swim to it through a sea of blood caused by others.

Yes we can control our country and ensure security and rule of
state even if we have been used to jungle rule and nepotism as the
way things worked around here.

Yes we can empower civil society and accept women’s active
participation in the public life, politics and otherwise.

Yes we can rebuild our country using our intelligence and hard
work...

Still not convinced? Here are some indicators, proving I'm not
just dreaming.

1) Yemen’s youth revolution was peaceful until the very end even
when the protestors were being shot

2) Tribes did not resort to violence until they were attacked per-
sonally. But tribes in the Change Square with the youth protes-
tors are still keeping their weapons at bay even though they
have plenty of them

Women are an integral part of the revolution from the very
beginning, even leading it

The internet has played a strong role in organization and ad-
vocacy for this revolution even though we have less than 5%
internet penetration

Youth groups are organizing themselves into more concrete
entities and are very visible in change square and in the me-
dia

Resigning members of the GPC created their own party lead
by Mohammed Abu Luhoom whom I think will play a very
strong role in the new Yemen

Yemenis can see through the politicians of today, especially
the ones in the opposition. There is a belief that the opposition
parties are riding the wave of protestors to get to power. Well,
there is another way of looking at it and this is that indepen-
dent protestors are using the resources and skills of political
parties to organize themselves

The latest attack on the president is still a mystery to me. There is
so much being said and I don’t want to get into speculations like
many others but one thing is certain - Yemen like we know it is
gone and the new Yemen will be much better despite all that is
been said. Trust in the Yemenis inside and outside the country and
you will see.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Yemen on the brink of civil war

By: Fedoruk Vladimir

he situation in Yemen is
boiling over into a civil
war and threatening the
oil region in the Arabian
Peninsula. Fierce con-
frontation between opponents and fol-
lowers of President Ali Abdullah Saleh
is heating up near that country’s capi-
tal city of Sana’a. The opposition has
been joined by thousands of warriors
belonging to one of the influential Ye-
meni tribes. All this entailed the deaths
of dozens of people and the shutdown
of the international airport in Sana’a.
The Russian Foreign Ministry strongly
recommends its nationals to leave the
troubled country as soon as possible.
This has become the second time
the Sana’a airport has been closed over
the last few days. On May 26th, flights
were cancelled due to clashes between
the army and tribal militants guided by
influential Islamist Sheikh Abdelmajid
Zendani accused of international ter-
rorism by the US. The past week alone
saw over 200 people becoming victims
of the bloodshed, whereas Al Qaeda-

linked Islamists are becoming more ac-
tive in that country’s southern regions.
They were encouraged by the capture
of Yemen’s third largest city of Zind-
jibar on May 27th . In the opinion of
Georgy Mirsky, a political analyst and
expert at Russia’s Institute of World
Economy and International Relations,
Yemen is turning into one of the links
in the series of Arab revolutions.

“The situation in Yemen evolved as
part of the notorious domino effect. The
chain reaction is evident - first Tunisia,
then Egypt and other countries of the
Arab world. Now the wave has reached
Yemen where General Saleh, whose
rise to power resulted from a coup, has
been ruling for over 30 years already.
The causes of Yemeni protests are quite
the same as in Tunisia and Egypt - cor-
ruption, nepotism and tiredness with
the reign of the incumbent leader,”
Georgy Mirsky said.

Ali Abdullah Saleh himself repeat-
edly announced his plans to quit but al-
ways changed the terms of this resigna-
tion. The situation did not change even
after the interference of the Coopera-
tion Council for the Arab States of the

[Persian] Gulf (CCASG). Its members
suggested that Saleh pass his duties on
to the opposition in exchange for guar-
antees of his not being prosecuted un-
der law. The Yemeni president refused,
provoking a new wave of military ac-
tivity on the part of the opposition, with
even his own tribe waging war against
him.

Meanwhile, Saleh’s position has be-
come so shaky that he is once again
considering the possibility of accept-
ing the mediation of the CCASG. The
Arab initiatives will most likely remain
the same: the resignation of President
Saleh within a month in exchange for
his personal inviolability. However, the
Yemeni leader’s genuine intentions are
still unclear - either he is going to sing
the CCASG ultimatum or will just at-
tempt to extend his stay in power, like it
happened last time, in order to transfer
all his money abroad and help the rest
of his family leave the country. Accord-
ing to Russian political analyst Alexan-
der Vavilov, Yemen’s tending towards
a civil war will destabilize the entire
region.

“The greatest danger is that Yemen

may in fact split into several pieces, re-
peating the fate of Somalia with its ter-
ritories governed by Islamists and sea
pirates. All this is also possible in Ye-
men, with due regard to various tribes’
ambitions,” Alexander Vavilov said.

Analysts believe that the worst-case
scenario in Yemen plays into the hands
of the Al Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula organization which is mostly in-
terested in that country’s southern part,
where the sea border with Somalia is
located. The expansion of its influence
there will entail an opportunity for its
direct cooperation with Somalia’s Is-
lamist organization Al- Shabaab and
the subsequent establishment of train-
ing camps. The organization will most
probably engage in piracy in coop-
eration with the Somalis. According to
head of the European Strategic Intel-
ligence and Security Center (ESISC)
Claude Moniquet, Islamists treat Ye-
men as an important stage before ex-
panding into Saudi Arabia, the main
Sunni country of the Arab world. The
more so as Yemen is one of the major
keys to shipping routes used to export
Saudi Arabian oil.

Cry, cry and cry again for my beloved Yemen

By: Paul Holmes

here are three Arab lead-

ers at the moment who

can be seen clearly for the

power- hungry "power at

all costs" political thugs
of the world that they are.

Take Gaddafi. You look at that face
and you know he is stark raving, de-
luded, barking mad.

You look at Bashir Assad in Syria
and you know you're looking at a
weedy, reedy little son of a powerful
father who without the father would be
a seedy, weedy nobody.

His regime is proving to be mon-
strously cruel to its people. Hard to be-
lieve Bashir is a London-trained oph-
thalmologist.

I suppose that fact sounds so incon-
gruous because we associate medicine
and doctors with the doing of good.

First, do no harm. I don't know
why we necessarily do. Dr Mengele
at Auschwitz, the Angel of Death, a
qualified medical man, was one of the
creepiest freaks in history.

Another of these Arab scumbags is
the Yemeni President, Ali Abdullah
Saleh.

Everyone knows he will go down
bigtime. The longer he holds on to
absolute power, the bigger he will go
down.

So now my beloved Yemen is on
the verge of going up in flames, on the
verge of a cataclysmic civil war. I say

"my beloved" because I had such an
extraordinary time there on an Intrepid
Journey a few years back.

Not a lot of people actually know
where Yemen is. I don't think I really
did until I checked a map before we
went there. It is essentially the bottom
left portion of the Arabian Peninsula.

And what I certainly didn't realise
about the entire Arabian Peninsula is
that a massive mountain range runs
north to south down its western side,
sloping down eventually to the Red
Sea.

In fact, the Saudis move their capi-
tal up to the mountains, to Taif, during
the ferocious Arabian summers. The
Yemeni capital Sana'a sits in this same
mountain range.

The thing about Yemen is the archi-
tecture. There is nothing like it in the
world. They seem to have engineering
in their genes. They built skyscrapers
when no one was doing it.

Osama Bin Laden's father, who got
rich building roads in Saudi Arabia,
was Yemeni. He got so rich he rebuilt
the mosque at Mecca with his own
money.

Old Man bin Laden came from one of
the most spectacular parts of the world
I have ever seen, the Wadi Hadromaut.
It is probably as vast and as breathtak-
ing as the Grand Canyon.

And all through this great and ancient
valley are villages perched on high, im-
possible sites, above steep cliffs, and
you look at them and marvel because

they have been there hundreds and hun-
dreds of years.

How in God's name did they do that,
you find yourself asking time and again,
round every corner.

It's the same through the entire coun-
try, especially in that great mountain
range, villages with slim, square build-
ings six or seven storeys on the most
unreachable ridges and peaks.

And, of course, that was the point.
Defensively, they are brilliantly sited.

The truth is, neither the Turks - of
whom there are still some 10,000 in
Yemen - nor the British ever really con-
quered anywhere but the Yemeni coast.

You couldn't get near those mountain
villages. The Yemenis simply rolled
great rocks down on you.

And it was in Aden on the coast that
al-Qaeda made itself really known to
the United States when, in October
2000, in one of the cleverest, most daz-
zling stunts in modern warfare, a small
group of lads in a simple runabout with
a thousand pounds of explosives on
board sailed right up to the USS Cole
while the ship refuelled.

The Cole's hull was designed to
withstand the pressure of thousands of
pounds of explosive power per square
inch. Its radar technology could see
anything in the sky within a 200 mile
radius. The Cole was armed to the
teeth.

It was perfectly designed to fight the
Soviet Union. It was no match for a few
Arab lads in a runabout. That was ter-

ror, all right.

But as we drove around Yemen on
that journey, apart from the brilliance
of the scenery, the sun setting blood-or-
ange over the great terraced mountains,
the historic Red Sea, the Wadi Hadro-
maut, there were three ugly things you
saw everywhere.

Firstly, there was the poverty and the
backwardness. Secondly, there were the
plastic bags thrown down everywhere,
infesting the entire country. You have
never seen the like of it.

And thirdly, there was the Kalashnik-
ov. Yemen will go off like a bomb.

And there were also the ubiquitous
roadside hoardings with their portraits
of the smiling, beneficent leader, Ali
Abdullah Saleh.

And you looked at the poverty be-
neath the posters, the stalled develop-
ment, the littering and the obvious lack
of education of the people and you
knew he should have been shot years
ago.

I had no political sense of Yemen at
all. I always thought that strange. Poli-
tics never came up, as if politics didn't
exist there.

Once, though, I was invited into a
meeting of men who were extremely
and pleasantly interested in us and they
spoke about their country and matters
to do with their country in a way that I
can only describe as elliptical.

I wondered that day if stuff was go-
ing on, deep beneath the surface.

Yemen's military turn against Saleh

By: Brian Whitaker

resident Saleh's position

in Yemen was looking

extremely precarious on

Sunday amid signs that

the military is beginning to
turn against him.

The Associated Press reported that a
brigade of the Republican Guard (com-
manded by Saleh's son, Ahmed) has
defected to the opposition.

Meanwhile, posts on Twitter said

Yemen's Military Council has issued a
statement attacking Saleh. The council
is apparently not in direct command of
troops but its stance may have some in-
fluence on other sections of the army.
One of the top brass, General Abdul-
lah Ali Elaiwah, reportedly accused
the regime of misconduct in "handing
over certain governorates to rogue ele-
ments". He also reportedly claimed that
several of the regime's most senior pol-
iticians — the vice-president, the prime
minister, two former prime ministers

and the foreign minister — have advised
Saleh to quit.

If that is true, it's hard to see Saleh
surviving in office for more than a few
days.

The military seem to be especially
angry about the southern town of Zin-
jibar being taken over by militants who
are alleged to be linked to al-Qaeda.
They claim that Saleh deliberately al-
lowed this to happen, presumably to re-
inforce his prediction that the same will
happen to the rest of the country if he

leaves. If that was the president's ploy,
it seems to have backfired badly.

The military's claim is supported
independently by a report from CNN
which says that security forces "aban-
doned" Zinjibar without resisting the
militants.

A resident quoted by CNN said:
"They [the militants] suddenly arrived
and in large numbers. There were no
clashes when they arrived on Friday
night. We tried to complain to security
forces but could not find them."
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Saudi Arabia looks to ban child brides

By: David E. Miller
For the Media Line

ut effort to make marriage more
female-friendly raises conserva-
tives’ ire
The case of a nine-year-old
girl given away in marriage by her father
to a 58-year-old man because of argument
with his wife shocked many Saudis. Wide-
spread media coverage brought the plight
of child brides to the fore in the oil-rich Gulf
kingdom where no law currently protects
children like “the Unayzah girl,” as she was
called after her home town, from the misery
of early marriage.

That was two years ago. Finally, the
Shoura Council, Saudi Arabia’s 150-mem-
ber consultative body, voted this week by a
large margin in favor of setting a minimum
marriage age for women. The council is
only an advisory body, so the matter has
been sent to the Justice Ministry for enact-
ment. Government sources told the on-line
daily Ilaf that the ministry would set the

minimum marriage age at 17.

“The only way to stop this legal rape
is to pass a law,” Wajeha Al-Huwaider, a
Saudi woman activist, told The Media Line.
“They can start with age 15, like most Gulf
countries, and then they gradually increase
it.”

The practice of families marrying off
their underage girls to elderly, usually
wealthy, men has long been criticized by
local and international human rights organi-
zations. But the most conservative Saudis,
including many in the religious establish-
ment, are loath to disrupt age-old customs
that are often assumed to have a basis in
Islam as well.

Thus many activists are sceptical that the
minimum age will see its way into the law
anytime soon. Huwaider said Saudi Arabia’s
decision makers were not “brave enough to
protect the little girls,” a view echoed by
Khuloud Al-Fahad, a Saudi women’s rights
activist from Dhahran, who said she wel-
comed the Shoura Council’s vote.

“I"'m not optimistic at all that this will be-

come law,” Al-Fahad told The Media Line.
“The radical Islamists are the ones who
decide, and they don’t believe in women’s
rights.”

The proposed ban of May-December
weddings comes amid a wider effort to
make marriage law friendlier to women.
The planned changes would be a small ad-
vance for women in a country where their
rights are among the most severely con-
strained in the world -- banned from driv-
ing, voting in what few elections there are,
or mixing with men who aren’t related to
them.

A proposed amendment to the law would
make it easier for Saudis to marry foreign-
ers and limit the age difference allowed
between men and women who marry in
Saudi Arabia to 25 years. But conservatives
oppose that change, too, for exposing Saudi
women to foreign gold-diggers.

Al-Fahad said conservatives justify child
marriage by arguing that the Prophet Mu-
hammad married his beloved wife Aisha
when she was nine. They then accuse do-

mestic opponents of child marriage of be-
ing un-Islamic and they have the backing
of Saudi Arabia’s grand mufti, Abd Al-Aziz
Al-Sheikh, the highest religious authority in
the kingdom.

“It is wrong to claim that marrying a girl
under the age of 15 is unlawful,” Al Al-
Sheikh asserted girls when the debate on
child marriage peaked in 2009. “When a fe-
male passes the age of ten or twelve, she is
ready for marriage, and anyone who claims
otherwise wrongs her.”

Al-Fahad said that as troubling as the
phenomenon was, marrying off young girls
is still quite rare in Saudi society and mostly
limited to rural areas. She insisted that the
majority of Saudis condemn the practice.

Official data recently published in Saudi
Arabia supports Al-Fahad’s claim. Ac-
cording to a recent poll conducted by the
Saudi National Society for Human Rights
(NSHR), two thirds of Saudis oppose mar-
riage for girls under the age of 18.

Moreover, Saudi Arabia has joined in-
ternational conventions that ban the abuse

Security professionals learn to go native

By: Arieh O’Sullivan
For the Media Line

rab Spring unrest boosts de-
mand in Middle East for per-
sonal protection

It looked as if someone
had broken into the central casting ward-
robe room and handed out the jalabiyas and
kaffiyyehs marked “Arab sheiks” to the two
dozen unshaven men lounging on a grassy
knoll, puffing on water pipes and looking
bored. A large, blue United Nations flag
flutters in the wind.

Suddenly, a group of young men, faces
hidden by masks, rushes into the compound
shouting Allahu akbar and the shooting
begins. Out from under the robes of the
“sheiks” come automatic weapons, as they
spring into action. One man, a suicide belt
strapped to his body, moves forward, his
hands clenching two grenades. Two of the
men in robes fly at him and wrestle him to
the ground, knees in back, as they disarmed
him.

It looks like a scene from a low-budget
action film, complete with smoke grenades
and onlookers slipping into the frame like
loose boom microphones. But it’s the final
drill in a week-long course for protection
specialists learning how to behave in the
high-risk Middle East environment. The
participants were reenacting a real incident
at a UN installation not long ago, except
that it was staged near Israel’s border with
the Gaza Strip.

“When you neutralize a suicide bomber,
you don’t need to kill them. You don’t need
to give him a bullet if he is still alive and,
anyhow if you have to give him the bullet,
it has to be in the right place because other-
wise you might hit the explosives,” explains
instructor Mirza David.

With unrest in the Arab world now in
its sixth month and no end in sight, there’s
growing demand for personal security ex-
perts from government officials and busi-
nesspeople. Over two dozen people came
to Israel to learn from former members of
the country’s secret services. They got in-
struction not only how to carry a weapon
and disarm an attacker but how to look and
act like a local.

But don’t call them bodyguards.

“It’s a protection counter-terrorism special-
ist and, no, we don’t do body guarding. We
do guard VIPs, but that is just one aspect. A
small, small aspect to what we do. It can go
all the way from guarding convoys in the
Middle East to guarding an actor or actress
in Hollywood. It’s very broad,” says Dan-
iel Hout, an American currently working in
Afghanistan.

Mirza David, chief executive officer of
the International Security Academy (ISA),
the company running the course, believes
the chaos will last “more than a decade.” In
the meantime, countries need to keep their
governments and economies functioning,
which requires experts such as business
people, engineers and policy makers to be
there on the ground.

“Without protection specialists, nobody
will enter,” David says. “You cannot im-
prove the economy in a developing area if
nobody is protecting you.”

On this training base run by ISA, they
are tapping into Israel’s unique experience
in dealing with these threats and learning
counter-terrorism  techniques like convoy
and VIP protection. The week-long course
on familiarization with the Arab-Islamic
world was preceded by three weeks of
armed and unarmed tactical response train-
ing.

While learning how to look and act like
an Arab, the students have gone unshaven
and dress the part. They even were taken
on a ride on the desert “Ferrari,” a grunt-
ing camel, and learned rudimental Arabic
phrases that will allow them to do their job.

David, a chunky, gregarious former high-
ranking Israeli security officer, struts into
the Bedouin tent and says in his booming
voice: “Repeat after me, ‘Amn al-ard.””

The crowd of mostly Europeans with a
smattering of Africans and Asians reply,
“Amn al-ard.” It’s the Arabic for “security
on the ground.

“You repeat this to let people know you
are there when you secure an area,” David
says.

Out here, far away from prying eyes,
ISA instructors teach Israeli tactics. It is
based on an aggressive philosophy, one that
requires you first neutralize the threat and

then evacuate the VIP.

With this kind of audience, representa-
tives of Israel Military Industries (IMI),
the state-owned weapons manufacturer,
couldn’t pass up the chance at making a
sales pitch. Tossing about the micro-Uzis
and Tavor assault rifles of various sizes,
he demonstrated their lethality and offered
them loaded to students to pop off a few
rounds.

Some of these men already work as
close-protection bodyguards for the world’s
leaders or leading business people.

Feti Fanaj, 31, a former bodyguard for
Albania’s prime minister, says he sought
out expertise for his new security business
and was drawn to the course due to Israel’s
reputation.

“We have Albanian investors working in
Iraq and Afghanistan. The idea of close pro-
tection in high-risk zones makes them feel
confident with us,” Fanaj says.

“Some of those dictatorial governments
have fallen very recently, and that’s going to
create new chaos and confusion in the mar-
ket and is also going to create some instabil-
ity in the market so I think there will be more
incidents of terrorist attacks and such,” says
Venky Raman, CEO of Singapore-based
Homeland Security and Defense, who also
taking the course.

Their background is diverse, from police
to military, even a former French Legion-
naire. They will go on to work for govern-
ments and private security contractors. Ju-
lian Douet, 37, an Austrian who was born
and raised in Lebanon, says he left his fami-
ly’s restaurant business to answer a calling.

“For this profession, you have to do it
with heart and soul and the body for sure.
It’s an instinct which had lay dormant inside
me. I needed someone to wake it up and
they did it,” Douet says.

Multilingual, Douet is confident his mea-
ger resume isn’t going to prevent him from
getting a job.

“There are a lot of European business-
people and they would like to come and
continue their business in the Middle East.
Now it’s impossible to go alone and that’s
why they need our protection,” he says.

Hyacinth Turnoe, a bodyguard for Ni-
geria’s minister of commerce, says he’s
anxious to share what he learned with his

Land mines in Southern Sudan

By: Maggie Fick

BA, Sudan -- An increase in mili-
tary battles in Southern Sudan has
resulted in the laying of new land
mines, reversing the time-consum-
ing progress de-miners had made to

clear the south of mines after two decades
of civil war, a UN. mining expert said Sat-
urday.

The new mines are resulting in civilian
and military casualties and are preventing
aid groups from helping populations in the
oil-producing greater Upper Nile region,
where a range of rebel militias are battling
the southern army.

A U.N. Mine Action map dated May 20
shows 16 incidents of explosions of both
anti-personnel and anti-tank mines from
mid-November to mid-May in Jonglei,
Unity and Upper Nile states.

Six of the cases occurred in the first half
of May, and at least one additional explo-
sion that killed three people has since been
reported, according to an aid worker famil-
iar with the incident who is not allowed to
be identified by name.

The UN. map indicates that both civil-
ians and southern soldiers have been killed
and injured by mines. The most recent ex-
plosion on the map, from May 17, lefta 17-
year old boy injured, after he stepped on an
anti-personnel mine in Unity state “when
looking after his cattle,” according to the

U.N. map. Another U.N. security report
said that the boy lost both feet.

In March, two women were injured
when they stepped on an anti-personnel
mine while collecting firewood in a re-
mote area of Jonglei state where the rebel
leader George Athor had fought intense
battles with the southern army the previous
month.

Tim Horner, deputy director of the U.N.
Mine Action Office in Southern Sudan,
said his agency thinks that the evidence in-
dicates that rebel militia groups are laying
mines.

“We’ve seen an increase in mine inci-
dents and mine accidents over the past six
months or so and in many areas we think
there are a lot alleged cases of re-mining,”
Horner added. “We can’t prove because we
haven’t seen but anecdotal evidence that
these are newly laid, not old mines.”

Another UN. security report said that
troops from the southern military com-
mandeered an aid group’s 7-ton truck last
month, loaded it with land mines and drove
north.

Horner called the new cases of mine lay-
ing “sad,” given that the new mines reverse
the painstaking work of de-miners across
the south since 2005, when Sudan’s north
and south ended a more than two-decade-
long civil war.

When the war ended, Southern Sudan
was riddled with mines, and Horner said it

was difficult to safely traverse most of the
south’s main roads. The mines had been
laid by both northern and southern armies.

The new mine laying is forcing aid
groups and U.N. agencies to stop working
in areas of the most serious conflicts.

“The laying of mines since January is
seriously impeding humanitarian access,”
said Lise Grande, who leads the United Na-
tions” humanitarian operations in Southern
Sudan. “Mines are being laid in areas where
rebel militia groups are active.”

The medical aid group Medecins Sans
Frontieres said its malnutrition programs
and other medical programs have been
hampered both by the ongoing army-rebel
violence in Unity state and by the laying of
new mines.

“As of mid-May, we had no choice but to
stop movements out of Bentiu after receiv-
ing reports of land mines located on several
roads we normally use for outreach visits
to treat children with severe malnutrition,”
said MSF’s Gautam Chatterjee. The group
also could not send out a medical team to
the town of Mankien, which was attacked
by rebel forces last month, because of the
threat of mines.

In 2004, Sudan signed the Ottawa
Treaty, committing the Khartoum-based
government to clear all the mines laid in its
territory by 2014. Horner said the laying of
new mines makes it even less likely that the
2014 goal will be reached.

colleagues back home.

“Israel has brought a standard of train-
ing that everyone in the world will have to
emulate. I will take what I learned from Is-
rael and impact on my fellow colleagues to
make them perfect,” Turnoe says.

It’s an expensive program, costing up-
wards of 2,000 euros a week. But this can
be a lucrative profession earning thousands
of euros a day. Just don’t call them merce-
naries.

“This has nothing to do with soldiers of
fortune. We aren’t mercenaries, nothing like
that. We are here to protect against global
terror, from sea to sea and from country to
country. This is what we are here for,” says
the American Hout.

But David sees the connection, even if he
disagrees with the semantics.

“Yes, this is a profession that has existed
for thousands of years. Once it was called a
musketeer, or a samurai. Today, it‘s a mod-
ern protection and counter-terrorism spe-
cialist,” he says. “Those who call these guys
mercenaries really don’t appreciate the risk
these people are taking in order to protect
their interests in this world.”

of children and women, such as the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which the Kingdom ratified in 1996,
and the Treaty for the Rights of Women,
which Saudi Arabia joined in 2000.

“Marriage of underage girls is a murder
of innocence and a violation of childhood,”
Zoheir Al-Harithi, a Shoura Council mem-
ber who tabled the proposal told the Saudi
daily Okaz. “Minors are financially and
physically exploited; they cannot grasp the
consequences of this connection nor fathom
its repercussions.”

Last January, the Shoura Council for the

first time defined childhood as the age be-
tween birth and 18. But the council deliber-
ately excluded the matter of child marriages
from the debate.

Council member Al-Harithi said he be-
lieved the international treaties are a sec-
ondary reason to support legislation ban-
ning chid marriage.

“More important is that we have a social
problem and legal-humanitarian one, which
we are not embarrassed to admit, especially
considering that [this issue] has started af-
fecting our lives and the future of our chil-
dren,” he told Okaz.

SANA’A BRITISH SCHOOL

“ Education is the Window to the World ™

Sana’a British School SBS announces that registration for the 2011-2012
academic year is now open! Our school offers a unique opportunity
for families to have their children experience a high quality private education
coupled with a rich understanding of the British National Curriculum, taught

with an open mind and open heart.

Sana’a British School helps educates children from Nursery aged 2 years
through to Secondary School. Preparation for the Yemen Ministry of
Education Examination is also offered in year 9. The IGCSE ("O" levels)
is the basis for instruction in years 10 & 11.Sana’a British School is a University

of Cambridge Examination Centre.

Our dedicated teachers and staff offer a warm, welcoming community which
provides a nurturing, challenging environment that encourages the students to
reach their full potential, and become self confident, responsible citizens with a

strong connection to their community.

for more info and general enquiries please contact.
Tel: ( 967-1) 203 950 fax: ( 967-1) 206 134
mobile: ( 967 ) 736 010 501

@

org- her@gmail.com
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Contract duration: 6 months

The role

change things for the better.

What we’re looking for

To apply

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO, works with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering. Oxfam has been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the
following vacancy for its Development Programme.

Programme Officer - Based in Sana’a

This role has a wide remit so you can expect to touch on all aspects of our work in Yemen.
You'll support the planning, development and implementation of our campaigns and policies as
well as helping to build our capacity for campaigning, advocacy and lobbying. However, your
main focus will be on our Safe Age of Marriage component. Working closely with our own team
and external partners, you'll be pivotal in raising awareness of the issues, and helping to

You're likely to have a degree in social sciences or economics, but what's really important here
is that you have policy and advocacy experience in an international NGO. You should be
skilled in programme development, lobbying and campaigning and, because we'll look to you
to provide in-depth analysis on relevant issues, experience of academic or action research is
important. Your ability to work alongside both our own programme staff and our partners is
also essential. You'll need to be fluent in English and ideally Arabic, and willing to travel.
Finally, you'll be fully committed to both gender equality and the wider aims of our work.

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions,
please send a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for, to
yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk or send a fax to 01 450170.

Closing date for applications is 15t June 2011

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates before the

closing date
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Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

(JFor Sale (JRequired (JAvailable JFor Lease
1Job Require

OFor Hire/Rent

degree of E, diploma in
accounting, d. in computer,
Trading correspondence and
Yemen soft program, Tow
years experience of

OSituation Vacant

many of professional capacity
in the T.V-Radio Productions.
computer skills

Contact : 735869554

OJOthers

» Bachelor of information
technology from the
University of science and
technology Grade: Excellent
with honors from the first
installment holds a certificate
of the best graduation project.
Experience in programming +
maintenance + network + web
design (electronic pages) with
skills in operating systems.
Proficiency in English

Contact: 711140184

Appartment without furnture.
contains 3 bedroom, hall,
2bathrooms, kitchen.

Abo Ali: 777448617

New apartments for rent at
Hadda. Sabaa Bank buildings
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and
a Diwan

733869522 - 770567930

New building, First grand

duty paid; Delivery as new in
Mei 2007, first owner, nice
and neat condition Already
equipped double din (radio
casserre and CD player),
power for four speakers, two
tweeters; central door locked
with alarm Diplomatic
register; price: US$ 10,700
Contact: gunstock_47@

hotmail. com;734751029 (for
English speaker); 733312183

| Details: | floor an apartments with 4 (for Arabic speaker)
| | language. 770406290- » 3 Shirazi Ace: 3 h
| | 734442010 rooms, hall, 2 bathrooms, Irazi cats - Age: 5 months
| | Kitchen. Second floor 2 - Original breed - Beautiful
| | " apartments each apartments colors white - orange & Light
v . e . M
| | [@ Job Vacancy with 2 rooms, hall, 2 beige. 734476002
| Contact Address: | bathrooms, Kitchen. Location:  » I MAC, Intel-based processor,
| | » Bachelor of Economics (BA Taiz street, Sana'a 777960925 2.66GHZ, windows &MAC
| . . - | Economics) and master of w compatible,20 inch 16:10
| Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times | sociology (MA, Sociology) wide screen, 320 GB
9
. b
| fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a I Juation i HDD 2GB DDR3 RAM.
. past graduation in computer Car f le: T C
| For more info. contact: 268661/2/3 | S ar for sale: loyota Camry 773500399
| application (P.G.D.A)
2000, golden color, good
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731 MALL 01441036 Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2 Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Qatar International Bank 01-517544 Horizon 01448573 Sheraton Hotel 01 237500 Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2 MINISTRIES
‘Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction Movenpick Hotel 01 546666 Fax 370193
and Development 01-271601 m Fax: 01 546000 International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9 Presidency 01-290200
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506 Sheba Hotel 01272372 Taiz 205593 Prime Minister 01490 800
Calyon Bank 01274371 Relax-Tnn Hotel 01 449871 Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 Ministry of Public Works and Highways  01-545132
United Bank Limited 01-407540 et Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 Manarat Schools 01-410011 Ministry of Awgaf and Guidance 01-274439
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901 ) Mercure Hotel 01-212544 Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Yemen and Kuwait Bank Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02245626 gy Hotel 01418546 SUPERMARKET 01_5323’31 -
for Trade and Investment 01-209451 Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04205780 Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
USP 01416751 INSURANCE COMPANIES AL-JANDUL Supermarket. Tel: 01-422610 Ministry of Culture 01-274640
CAR RENTAL Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance ~ 01-294579
D e 3¢ O rRasiamions [t o
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade  Budget Tel: 01 309618/ 506372 FREIGHT FORWARDERS Free Number: 800 55 55 RENSEARIBNS Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01282963
191, Water Problems 171, Telept quires 118, Accident Fax: 01240958 Ny B ] A - Brofich Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour ~ 01-262809
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs B Car Tel: 01 270751 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231 Al-W:’mmm Insurance (Y.8.C.) Urwa Wautqa ?‘“' Aut.h. Teans, ‘Arablc~ English Frenc%l Ministry of Legal Affairs 01402213
ierati i P . Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905 Sana’a 212713/874  Aden: 243490-242476 -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian- - " .
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, Fax: 01 270804 I Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6 . . . . Ministry of Public Health and Population ~ 01-252211
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station World Link 01 444550/441935 - S 0612908113 Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515  \pnighry of Youth and Sports WOL472913
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent CAR SHOWROOMS YEMPAC Cargo 01447126 Marib Insurance A‘Z’“ _“'255 668 Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
2031313, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227 Mas Fright International 01-429671 g m Ministry of Justice 01236512
. i Tuiz 24092734 try
& SPARE PARTS Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01441126 Ha;Zezdah 21954578 Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3 : i - e .
m FORD/HYUNDAI 2677191 Cargo Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
CEDES.BENZ o1 330080 Stines,  Tuiz: 258881, Aden: 244280 i 02221270 Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Continental Airline 278668/283082 NI] MSS‘ AN 8 HO(-iei b 200150/49 m ’ ’ i‘;l‘;m HOI;MYSI ;‘7‘3%3 Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Bgypt Air 2734521275061 Sanara: 400269 Yemen Insurance company Sana’a; 272806/ 27296243, pooSShowe 41158/9/60 Ministry of Transpart g'-260o00
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel 506030/5 OPEL/GM 203075 . Aden: 247617 niversal Business Travel Center Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
e 02.- 346000 Modem Germen Hospital 00000/602008 . 950345, Mukalla: 304292,  Hodeidah: 261839/17 ~ QadasFly 01-280777 Ministry of Communications and
m UZUKI E-mail felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889 Information Technology 01-331460
. TOYOTA 44536213 Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87 Amman Insurance 01214093 m Ministry of Local Administration 01227242
Q- Hadda Hospital 01 412981 Ministry of Information 01-274008
Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 ) m !
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824 B A-Thayra Hospital 01246967166 RESTAURANT American World University, Rep. by IS academy Ministry of Planning and
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrai AND INSTITUTES Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765 Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702 Intenational Cooperation 01-250101
Tel. 264775 264702, Fax. 264703,503350 Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936 L University of Applied and Social Science Ministry of Education 01-252732
Yemeni B - Fax. Computer Education Aden: 02:237199  Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000 Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Defuxe  Tel: 01 505290 Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441  Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
ﬁnmw : s Tnfinit Education 01444553 Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283 . (‘)’11 22667621795 Adom 234533 ] 234960  Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Yemen ercial Bank Tel: 01 277224 NIIT Quality Computer Education 445518/7-442073 Sadm-GerJ.:nan Hospital 01-313333 ax Queen Arwa University Tel: 44997172 Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Fas 27291 aguages & Comp s BN schoos  [BreRie o 2505545 ity of Wt oratess.
Intemational Bark of Yemen 01407030 languages & Comprter 266222 - Fax: S14755 Alandalus University Tel:675567 Ministry of Water and Bvironment 01-418289
Ara Bark 01 27658572 YALI 01-448039 HOTELS Rainbow Pre-School Te: 414026 424433 Fax:675885 Ministry of Eleotricity 01-326196
CAC Bank 01563813 ALTI 01-274221 ] v Oasie Kinferoan 2443 To have your number listed please
Exceed 01-537871 L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40 ~ Juniors ergarten contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276




<<,

YEMEN@TI

MES

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

f""i\{n-i%’

.|_I.

ALk

ASHIEAHI AGENCIES

Bpdoa Do Al i b
Boanp sk cd o0 bosha
P P D CRRE I T
LRI ERF TR TS

a~aw frhlan Tl camr

LI N et
Earal: aabkksmidhp il

vligy galjais Ul cja

IDE/AL

Suhail channel survives despite

repeate

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

ince its establishment two

years ago, opposition tele-

vision station Suhail chan-

nel announcers and work-

ers face repeated threats
because of their critical media cover-
age about the regime and president
Saleh.

In the last few days, the station’s
office in Sana’a was fiercely attacked
when a group of Saleh loyalists set fire
to the office after stealing all equip-
ment. The attack was widely con-
demned by the Yemeni Journalists
Syndicate and different organizations.

Abdul Baset Al-Qaedi, a journalist
and political activist told the Yemen
Times that the regime doesn’t want to
hear other’s opinions and doesn’t want
Yemenis to hear opposing opinions that
expose regime’s crimes.

“The regime wants to hide its cor-
ruption and scandals. It resorted to
confiscating opposition newspapers,
intimidating journalists and recently it

d attacks

SUHAIL
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resorted to attacking the offices of op-
position media,” said Al-Qaedi.

He indicated that Suhail channel an-
noyed the regime more than newspa-
pers because the channel could reach
most Yemenis and could expose many
issues and the complete corruption of

the Saleh regime.

“Unfortunately, state media is wag-
ing a smear campaign against the Su-
hail channel with the aim of inciting
president Saleh’s supporters to attack
the channel as well as the networks em-
ployees,” he said.

“The existence of Suahil channel is
critical and very important, especially
in these days because one side cannot
reveal the facts,” he added.

Mohammed Qasem, head of sched-
uling and broadcasting at Suhail said
that attack on the channel was expected
since the beginning of the revolution.

Speaking to the Yemen Times about
Suhail, Qasem said, “If there is no Su-
hail channel in Yemen the regime will
commit many crimes. Suhail plays a
big role in exposing many untold sto-
ries in Yemen.”

“The staff in the channel is deter-
mined to work hard although the dif-
ficult circumstances that they face,” he
said. “Even if they destroy our offices
and equipment we have the other alter-
natives to survive.”

Dr. Mohammed Qizan, director of
Suhail channel stated last Saturday, in
the televised interview, that the channel
has succeeded to expressig the aspira-
tions of Yemenis who used to be forced
to watch state channels.

According to Qizan, Suhail channel
has exposed many human rights viola-
tions committed by the regime because
of opposing policy and criticizing pro-
grams.

“In the recent days, the violations
against the channel have reached a new
peak,” he said. “We receive repeated
threats, some announcers and camera-
men were beaten and arrested, our tapes
are confiscated, and many officials are
banned from giving any quotes to the
channel.”

“The incredible thing is that our
violated workers are enthusiastic to
continue working without fear,” he
said. “More attacks on the channel cre-
ate popular sympathy by Yemenis and
make our workers determined to work
harder.”

The account of losses due to the
recent attack is three million dollars,
according to Abdurrahman Al-Namer,
Suhail’s executive manager.

“They stole all of our office equip-
ment and set fire to it after that. They
completely destroyed our infrastruc-
ture,” said Al-Namer. “We will sue
them for their brutal attack and we have
the names of the attackers. We call for
all rights organizations to support us
suing those attackers.”

Yemen: Other states should freeze

officials’

Human Rights Watch Report

he Yemeni government’s

escalating violence against

largely peaceful protest-

ers and medical workers

should prompt countries

around the world to freeze foreign as-

sets of President Ali Abdullah Saleh

and his top security officials, Human

Rights Watch said today. Other coun-

tries should also ban all exports of arms

and security equipment to Yemen, Hu-
man Rights Watch said.

During the three-day rampage in

Taizz, beginning May 29,2011, and fol-

lowed by an additional attack on June

Designed Specially to Suit
Extreme Climatic Gonditions
of the Middle East

assets

3, state security forces, in concert with
pro-government assailants, shot dead
at least 19 people, including a young
boy and a man who bled to death after
troops forced a doctor to stop tending
him, witnesses and doctors told Human
Rights Watch. Doctors pronounced at
least eight other protesters clinically
dead. They said the clashes left at least
262 people wounded. Security forces
and armed gangs also burned and razed
protesters’ tents to force them from
their sit-in site, fired on medical facili-
ties using live ammunition, prevented
medical workers from treating wound-
ed protesters, and detained a doctor and
four nurses along with two dozen pro-
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testers, the doctors and witnesses said.

“First the security forces kill and
wound protesters, then they keep medi-
cal workers from treating the wounded
and raze the protesters’ camps to wipe
out all traces of them,” said Joe Stork,
deputy Middle East director at Human
Rights Watch. “Foreign countries need
to respond. They should freeze the as-
sets of the president and other top of-
ficials until these horrendous abuses
stop and those responsible are brought
to account.”

The fatal shootings of anti-govern-
ment protesters and assaults on medi-
cal workers in Taizz coincides with
sharply escalating clashes in Sanaa, the
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capital, and elsewhere between Saleh’s
forces and opposition tribal fighters and
a shelling of the presidential palace on
June 2 that injured Saleh.

States should freeze Saleh’s assets
and those of top security officials, in-
cluding the president’s nephew Yahya
Muhammad Saleh, who commands the
Central Security paramilitary forces,
and the president’s son Ahmad Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, who heads the elite Re-
publican Guards, Human Rights Watch
said. The US, the EU, and Gulf states
have condemned serious human rights
violations and stepped up calls for the
president to relinquish power, but have
stopped short of imposing arms embar-
goes and individual sanctions similar to
those in place against officials in Syria

and Libya.

“We did nothing; we are peaceful
protesters,” one protester told Human
Rights Watch after the first round at-
tacks in Taizz on May 29 and 30. “So
why is the president doing this to us?”

Human Rights Watch has confirmed
the deaths of 166 people in attacks by

security forces and pro-government
assailants on largely peaceful protest-
ers since February, when demonstra-
tors took to the streets to call for an
end to Saleh’s 33-year rule. At least
130 people have died in heavy fighting
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since May 23 between government and
opposition tribal forces in and around
Sanaa but because of precarious secu-
rity conditions Human Rights Watch
has been unable to confirm how many
were civilians. Government forces in
recent days also reportedly conducted
airstrikes against alleged Islamist mili-
tant targets in the southern coastal town
of Zanjibar.

Human Rights Watch also urged the
United Nations Human Rights Council
to pass a resolution condemning the
serious human rights violations against

LT D e N R T LA Ry

protesters in Yemen and to establish
monitoring and reporting mechanisms
to address the abuses. Human Rights
Watch criticized the UN Security
Council for stalling on addressing the
Yemen crisis.

“After months of coordinated attacks ¢

by government forces and armed gangs
on largely peaceful protesters in Ye-
men, the silence of the Security Coun-
cil is deafening,” Stork said. “It’s past

time for the Security Council to take ¢

steps to help protect the Yemeni people
from unlawful attacks.”
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