
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, July 9 — At least 16 people 
died from ‘celebratory fire’ across Ye-
men after President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
appeared on TV for the first time since

the assassination attempt against him 
on June 3.

Three died and at least 21 were in-
jured in Ibb governorate as Saleh sup-
porters fired weaponry in celebration of

the president’s TV appearance. Accord-
ing to hospital sources, those who died 
suffered for hours before succumbing 
to their wounds.

Government sources had repeatedly 
claimed that Saleh would appear on TV 
prior to his actual appearance on Thurs-
day July 7. The repeated failures to 
appear had fueled speculation that the 
president was dead or dying, as Saudi 
Arabia had withheld information re-
garding his condition. The lack of infor-
mation has only heightened tensions in 

the political stalemate that has gripped 
Yemen since Saleh’s departure.

“Although I feel sorry to see the pres-
ident so burnt – I can feel his pain and 
wounds – I still think it’s a horrible way 
to celebrate,” said an anti-government 
protester.

“He has had eight successful surger-
ies which means he fought to live. And 
in a very non-humanitarian way they 
[Saleh supporters] killed people ran-
domly in less than two hours. It’s not 
fair at all.”

Saleh supporters and loyal military 
forces terrified people with heavy gun-
fire and random shooting into the air.

According to the Women Sister’s Fo-
rum for Human Rights at least 200 peo-
ple were injured by falling bullets. The 
forum condemned the continual usage 
of heavy and light weapons in celebrat-
ing Saleh’s appearance.

“They terrified us. I was on my

way home when the shooting started. 

I didn’t yet know what had happened. 
I was running for my life but nowhere 
seemed safe. A bullet fell right in front 
of me. Why should we die for their cel-
ebrations?” said Nuha Ahmed, a resi-
dent of Sana’a.

Open hatred was seen among Saleh 
supporters. Although his appearance 
showed how badly Saleh had been in-
jured, it confirmed that he was alive

and gave support to the feeling that he 
would return and take revenge upon his 
opponents.

In his recorded televised appearance 
Saleh said that, “there is a wrong under-
standing of democracy.” Some Saleh 
supporters have interpreted this to mean 
that once he returns he will repair “his 
mistake” of giving too much freedom 
and democracy to Yemenis.

Article 116 of Yemen’s constitution

states that: If the post of the President of 
the Republic becomes vacant or should 
the president become permanently dis-
abled, the Vice President temporarily 
takes over the presidential functions 
for a period that does not exceed 60 
days, during which new elections for 
the President of the Republic shall take 
place. If the posts of the President of the 
Republic and Vice President become 
vacant at the same time, the Presiding 
Board of the House shall temporarily 
take over the functions of the President. 
If the House of Representatives is under 
dissolution, the government shall re-
place the Presiding Board of the House 
in carrying out the functions of the 

Presidency, and in this case the election 
of the President of the Republic shall 
take place within a period that does not 
exceed sixty days from the first session

of the new House of Representatives.
“Article 116 should be implemented 

as Saleh’s appearance made it clear that 
he is not able to return and perform his 
duties anytime soon,” said Ahmed Al-
Zurqa, a political analyst. “He needs at 
least one year [to recover]. We saw that 
he has lost [use of] parts of his body, 
maybe like his hands or legs.”

According to Al-Zurqa, Saleh’s ap-
pearance on TV worked against him 
rather than for him, and the only reason 
that Article 116 can’t be implemented 
is that Yemen is lacking strong institu-
tions. It would only be implemented if 
there was a strong parliament or a cohe-
sive military.

Although President Saleh clearly 
knows Article 116, he still called for 
power sharing with the opposition 
“within the constitution” as a step to-
wards rescuing the country.

“His [Saleh’s] appearance wasn’t his 
decision. He is a very confident person

who cares about his appearance and 
his image. He would have decided to 
broadcast his voice, but not to be seen 
like this,” said Al-Zurqa.

“His sons might have put pressure 
on him to be televised to prove that he 
is alive and to gain sympathy for him. 
And most importantly, to stop any pro-
cedure to transfer power to the vice 
president.”
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In a candid timely interview on Yemeni affairs British ambassador Jon 

Wilks talks to Nadia Al-Sakkaf editor of The Yemen Times on how he 

views the Yemeni situation, his country’s point of view and the best ways 

forward.

The interview touched on many issues starting from the political stand-

still to Al-Qaeda in Abyan and the economic crisis.

 He made it clear that since the Gulf Initiative seems to take long that 

the Yemeni constitution should be taken as an alternative and that vice 

president Hadi could be the one to break the political deadlock.

 He urged Yemeni protestors to organize themselves in order for the 

world to recognize them and warned that if Yemen does not address its 

humanitarian and economic situations as priorities the country will turn 

into a war country which is a very hard process to reverse.

 Wilks stressed on the point of inclusiveness in any political discussions, 

which he believe is the only solution for Yemen considering the complex-

ity of the country. He also said that the friends of Yemen are willing and 

waiting to help Yemen, but the first step has to be Yemeni as the solution
for Yemen’s problems has to be a local one.

 Read full interview on pages 4 and 5.

INTERVIEW

British ambassador 

speaks on Yemen

At least 16 die after President 

Saleh’s TV appearance

Following President Saleh’s speech last Thursday, Sana’a exploded with fireworks and heavy gunfire.

YT photo by Fatima Al-Azzani
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JOB PROFILE MDM YEMEN

Context of the mission 
Médecins du Monde - MdM, (Doctors of the World) is an international impartial and non-governmental medical organization currently working in Yemen.

DUTIESI. 

The field coordinator is based in Sa’ada with travel to the field locations and Sana’a for meetings and reporting purposes. 

GENERAL1.  Objective of the Position
Under the responsibility of the General Coordinator, and in close collaboration with the Medical Coordinator, Logistic Officer and  Admin Coordinator,  the FieldCo 

guarantee the good fulfillment/ achievement of MdM’s projects in Sa’ada governorate through;

Coordinating ›  MdM team in Sa’ada and assure the links with the local partners, authorities and beneficiaries.

Guarantees the respect of MdM’s: rules, procedures and image. ›

SPECIFIC2.  Objective
(S)he is in charge of the operation implementation in Sa’ada, (s)he also assess the new needs and identifies complementary activities as necessary. (S)he reports to the 

General Coordinator and contribute strongly in proposals and reports writing.

POSITIONII.  DESRIPTION

Security1. : rules, procedures respect & implementation

Operational management2. 
Project Monitoring & Evaluation3. 
External relations & representation in Sa’ada4. 
Administration & Finance:5. 

LINEIII.  MANAGEMENT & FUNCTIONAL LINKS

Works ›  under the responsibility: of the General Coordinator.

Collaborate with: the Country Management Team. ›
Responsible for: the whole team in Sa’ada project. ›

BACKGROUNDIV.  OF THE CANDIDATE

Skills required

Knowledge ›  of Yemen an asset.
Experience of at least 1 year on project management (planning, monitoring, evaluation) in humanitarian context, preferably in health programs ›
Experience in conceptual, planning, organizational, and team leadership skills. ›
Experience in project finance management and narrative and financial reporting to international donors. ›
Experienced in a complex context and volatile security situation. ›
Experience in multi-national / sartorial team work & management. ›
Experience in negotiations and relations with local partners and authorities in a difficult ›
legal, administrative and political context.  ›
Capacity to work in isolated context and able to respect and to implement strict security rules. ›
Strong sense of responsibility, analysis and planning. ›
Strong sense ›  in decision making and procedures management.

Excellent Personal skills required
Patience & good listener. ›
Reactivity, anticipation, adaptability and capacity to take initiatives to changing requirements. ›
Organisational skills, rigor. ›
Precise and pro-active. ›
Ability to classify and manage priorities. ›
Impartiality. ›
Team-player ready to support and jump in when needed. ›
Capacity to work and to  › live	
�
    in	
�
    tense	
�
    condiƟons	
�
    (climate,	
�
    cultural	
�
    context,	
�
    isolaƟon).

Send	
�
    your	
�
    applicaƟons	
�
    before	
�
    26/07/2011	
�
    via	
�
    email:	
�
    sanaa.mdmyemen@gmail.com
Or	
�
    via	
�
    fax	
�
    :	
�
    +967	
�
    418	
�
    459

Humanitarian	
�
    experience Yes 

Emergency	
�
    experience Yes

CoordinaƟon	
�
    experience Yes

Computer skills
Excellent	
�
    knowledge	
�
    of	
�
    windows	
�
    
environment	
�
    (word,	
�
    excel)

Driving license
Yes+	
�
    ideally	
�
    knowledge	
�
    of	
�
    4x4	
�
    driving	
�
    
(for	
�
    emergencies	
�
    only).

Sex Male

NaƟonality Yemeni

Languages English
Fluent	
�
    (Spoken	
�
    &	
�
    
WriƩen)

Arabic An Asset

PosiƟon: Field Coordinator

StarƟng	
�
    date: ASAP

DuraƟon: 9 months with possible extension

Base	
�
    in: Sa’ada City

Supervisor: General Coordinator - Sanaa

Hisham Sharaf
The minister of industry and trade in the current care-taker government, Sharaf 

has been an active member of the GPC since 1983.

Sharaf was born in 1956 in Taiz governorate. He received a bachelor’s degree 

in civil engineering from the University of Pennsylvania in the early 80’s and 

then a master’s degree in project administration. He continued his tertiary edu-
cation at the American Catholic University in Washington until1988.

Upon returning to Yemen he joined the ministry of planning and international 

cooperation and rose through the professional ranks until being appointed depu-
ty minister for the international cooperation sector from 1998 until 2009. In this 

role he chaired high level technical and preparatory ministerial committees with 
countries friendly with Yemen. He was also responsible of running Yemen’s 

economic affairs with international donors and funding institutions including 
the World Bank, the Arab Economic and Social Development Fund and the Abu 

Dhabi Development Fund.

Sharaf supervised and coordinated 

many donors’ conferences including 

that in the Hague in 1996, Brussels 

in 1997, Paris in 2002 and London 

in 2006. From 2009 until 2011 he 

was deputy minister of planning and 
international cooperation.

During the mass defections from 
the GPC and government during the 

2011 revolution, Sharaf remained 

loyal to his party against the regime’s 

opponents. This will make of him a 
likely figure to represent the ruling 

party in any transitional period.

By: Ali Saeed

Yemen’s official opposition and pro-change protesters in 17 ‘Change Squares’ 
across Yemen are still demanding the establishment of a transitional council 
to run the country. It has been over a month since President Saleh left for 
Saudi Arabia to recover from injuries sustained in a bomb attack. There is 
still no clear indication when, or even if, Saleh will return to Yemen. Whilst 
the political stalemate continues, Yemen’s population of 25 million continue 
to suffer as the country heads towards economic collapse.

The Yemen Times presents four more national figures, to add to the ten 
previously published, who could potentially join a transitional council to lead 
Yemen out of its present crisis.

Who could be in the transitional council? Part 3   

Nabeel Al-Faqih

The former Minister of Tourism and pro-
change supporter, Nebeel Al-Faqih, defected 

from the ruling General Peoples’ Congress 

(GPC) after the massacre of 52 peaceful 

protesters by security forces on March 18 in 

Sana’a.

Al-Faqih has a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics, a master’s degree in marketing and a 

higher diploma in business administration.

He started work at the state-owned Yeme-
nia Airlines as a sales officer in 1988 and in 

1996 was promoted to marketing officer. He 

continued to advance in the administrational section of the company until he was 
appointed deputy minister of tourism in 2004. He became minister of tourism in 

Feb. 2006 until his resignation in 2011.

Before resigning in response to the March massacre of protesters in Sana’a, he 

had been advocating a proposal to President Saleh that he thought could free Ye-
men from its political unrest. Saleh declined to act upon his initiative.

A man with his administrative skills and many contacts with various local and 

international organizations, he is expected to have a role in the future of Yemen.

Nasr Taha Mostafa

Born in Sana’a in 1962, Mostafa 

has worked in journalism since 

1982. Originally a member of the 

Islah opposition party, he switched 
to the ruling GPC party after the 

1994 civil war. He was general di-
rector of state-owned Al-Thawra 

Press from 1995 to 1996.

In 2001 he became editor-in-chief 

of the state-run Saba News Agency, 

and was head of the Yemeni Jour-
nalists’ Union from 2006 until 2009. 

He resigned from his post as editor-

in-chief of Saba News in March 

2011 in protest against the killing 

of peaceful protesters in Sana’a on 

March 18th.

In interviews after his resignation from the GPC and Saba News, he 

vowed not to return to the Islah party, and called on Saleh’s sons and neph-
ews to leave their military posts and establish their own political party. He 

also called on Saleh to step down as president, as former president, Abdu 

Al-Rahman Al-Eryani did, to save Yemeni lives and to save the country from 

collapse.
stafa has also refused to join the coalition of members and officials who 

defected from the GPC and government, known as the Justice and Develop-
ment Bloc, saying at the moment he will not practice any partisan activity. 
He has stated that any dialogue to resolve the crisis in Yemen should be 

based on a peaceful transition of power.

Mostafa is a respected Yemeni journalist and political analyst who has 

made a huge contribution to Yemeni and Arab journalism. With this experi-
ence and a long relationship with the GPC, he is expected to play a role in 

the coming period of Yemen’s rule.

Hooria Mashhour

Hooria Mashhour is a Yemeni 

woman from the south who 
received her education during 
the socialist regime in Aden. 

She has had experience of the  

regimes in both the south and 

the north.
She is activist for female 

empowerment, a political ac-
tivist and a social leader who 
has occupied several govern-
ment posts in both the south 

and the north. She was one of 

Saleh’s ruling party members 

until her resignation in March 
2011. She left the GPC and 

her post as chairwoman of the 
women’s national committee 

in protest against the killing of 
dozens of pro-democracy pro-
testers in the Sana’a on March 

18.

Mashhour announced her support for the popular uprisings against 
Saleh’s 33-year rule and appeared on local TV stations and in local newspa-
pers saying that Saleh’s regime did not empower Yemeni women, and had 

just used them as decoration to get the support of foreign organizations.

Born in 1954 in Aden, she received part of her higher education in Cairo 

and Germany, and completed her bachelor’s degree in economics and ad-
ministration from the University of Aden in 1981.

She worked as a teacher in public schools in Aden before unification, 

and as teacher trainer with the ministry of education after Yemen’s unity 

in 1990. She worked as the general director in the department of organiza-
tions and external relations at UNESCO from 1997 until 1999.

From 2000 until 2005, she was deputy chairwoman of the women’s na-
tional committee, the state department responsible of drawing up policies 

for improving the status of women in Yemen and empowering them to 
contribute effectively in national development. She became chairwoman 

in 2005 and chaired many workshops, symposiums and conferences on 

women issues both inside and outside of Yemen.

Mashhoor has contributed to the design of many national strategies in-
cluding those on child labor, HIV/AIDS, gender, primary education and 

poverty alleviation. She also supervised many studies about the status of 

Yemeni women in rural areas, in the workplace and strategies for female 
political empowerment.

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, July 10 — Garbage has been 

accumulating in streets across the capi-
tal Sana’a for over a week due to a die-
sel shortage, forcing garbage trucks to 

cease their daily trash pickups across 
the city.

“The trash has been piled up with no 

daily removal do due to the lack of die-
sel,” an official at the municipality of 

the capital Sana’a told the Yemen Times 

on Sunday.

“Until now no measures have been 

taken yet to tackle the problem because 

officials in higher posts are not aware 

of consequences for leaving the waste 

piled up…they do not know the scale of 
our job they have no idea that will cause 

diseases and environmental hazards,” he 
said.

The municipality of the capital Sana’a 

requires 10,000 liters of diesel per a day 

to run its trucks to pick up waste from 
streets and neighborhoods of the city, 

according to the official who requested 

anonymity.
“This is only for streets and neighbor-

hoods rather than diesel needed to take 

out medical waste from hospitals and 
pharmacies and waste of big establish-
ments such as restaurants and supermar-
kets,” he explained.

The United Nations Inquiry Commit-
tee who concluded their 9-day visit last 

Wednesday to investigate the human 
rights situation in the country said that 
Yemen is facing deliberate humanitarian 

and economic crisis in which the two-
month nationwide fuel shortage is part 
of it.

Dr. Faker Al-Kubati, professor of re-
spiratory diseases at the University of 
Sana’a told the Yemen Times on Sun-
day that leaving the waste accumulating 
on streets and neighborhoods “is going 

to cause terrible diseases that will cost 

more than the diesel charge for munici-
pality trucks.”

Some locals in Sana’a started burning 

the waste around their houses when they 
saw the trash accumulating with no one 
to pick it up. But this action according 
to the respiratory diseases consultant is 
also risky as it causes bronchial allergy 

and both upper and lower respiratory 

tract infections which leads to lung dust-
ing and then respiratory failure.

“The waste accumulation leads to 
chronic environmental diseases and the 
proliferation of mosquito which causes 

malaria epidemic,” he said.
The professor highlighted that the 

trash increase on streets and around 
houses also attracts stray animals to live 
on that and this produces water liver and 
lung microbes.

He urged concerned administration 

to take action because negative conse-
quences will be major not only in Sana’a 

but at the nation level.

He suggested allocating specific gas 

stations for the municipality workers to 
be able to perform their job, “otherwise 

an environmental and health crisis will 
occure.”

“The people and the state will lose 
much because of this. This is much 

worse that cutting fuel or the power. It 
will cost huge amounts of money,” he 
warned.

The municipality official who spoke 

with the Yemen Times said that “higher 
officials do not really feel the impor-
tance of our duty, but when the crisis of 

waste accumulation explodes, they will 

see it.”                   

Diesel shortage leads to 
garbage pile-ups 

Waste accumulation on the streets of Sana’a has been increasing since last week due to a diesel shortage. Respiratory 
disease professors warned if no measures are taken, an environmental and health crisis will emerge.
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“To make Yemen 
a good world 

citizen.” 

YT vision statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

B
ritish actor Colin Firth stared in a historical 

drama called The King’s Speech in which he 

plays King George VI of England. The story is 

about the king who overcomes his speech im-

pediment and shakes the British nation with 

an inspiring speech that unites them in preparation before 

entering into World War II.

The essence of the movie, which is worth seeing by the 

way, is about leadership and how a determined courageous 

leader with wise words can save his or her nation in dire 

times.

 Likewise Yemen has much anticipated our president’s 

speech.	
�
     After	
�
     34	
�
     agonizing	
�
     days	
�
     filled	
�
     with	
�
     rumors	
�
     and	
�
    

speculations as to our president’s health and the future 

direction of his regime, President Saleh came on TV to ad-

dress the nation last Thursday.

He	
�
    did	
�
     look	
�
     fragile	
�
     and	
�
     so	
�
    unlike	
�
     the	
�
     strong	
�
     confident	
�
    

president’s almost macho personality who would discard 

anyone or anything but his own line of thinking and fol-

lowers, he used to be. We were so worried as to whether 

Yemen was going to remain a one man show as it used to 

when he was healthy, and who this new man would be. We 

thought his son is going to keep the family heritage and 

continue on his father’s steps and we have seen signs of 

this.

But when Saleh appeared on TV, it just seemed as if 

nothing has really changed. One would think after what 

he has gone through personally and what the entire coun-

try has gone through that there will be a different tone, a 

new direction…

With a near-death experience and realizing how weak a 

human being could be, I really hoped we would have a new 

rhetoric. But no, it was like nothing has changed.

The president’s speech talked about the opposition par-

ties as if they were the only political entity to talk to and 

this is very unfair. In fact, many Yemenis have lost their 

trust in the traditional opposition almost as much as they 

lost it in the regime.

Moreover, I thought the president will talk about the 

disastrous humanitarian situation the country is going 

through.. show that he is aware of the suffering of the peo-

ple	
�
    and	
�
    do	
�
    something	
�
    about	
�
    it.	
�
    Yet	
�
    the	
�
    pointing	
�
    fingers	
�
    and	
�
    

accusing others of blocking roads and attacking people 

and institutions continued.

It is so sad an unnerving that the real issues were ig-

nored, such as the devaluation of the Yemeni currency 

which will even go worse as the Central Bank has already 

printed more currency. I would not be surprised if by the 

end of the year one USD equals 500 Yemeni Rials, and 

mark my words, this will happen soon.

Already businesses are screaming in agony and many 

companies are laying off people. The catastrophic combi-

nation	
�
    of	
�
    increasing	
�
    unemployment,	
�
    high	
�
    inflation	
�
    and	
�
    ab-

sence of rule of law will only create chaos… the very thing 

everyone keeps saying we don’t want that for Yemen.

The creation of a black market economy is only the start 

of a transition into a war nation. The worst part is that 

Yemenis have not realized yet that no-one including the 

divided Saudi royal family can save us from this fall. If we 

don’t do something on our own no one will help us.

The moment Yemenis realize that only they can make a 

difference	
�
    and	
�
    that	
�
    the	
�
    longer	
�
    they	
�
    wait	
�
    the	
�
    more	
�
    difficult	
�
    

the task becomes, is when things will improve.

Until then, no matter how many politicians lead cam-

paigns and how many times the president comes on TV to 

promise and threaten, we will continue to fall.

The president’s 

speech

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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By Ban Ki-moon

This Saturday, July 9, the 
Republic of South Sudan 
will join the community 
of nations. Foreign dig-
nitaries will converge 

on its capital, Juba, to watch the new 
country raise its flag and inaugurate a

first president, Salva Kiir Mayardit.

For the more than eight million 
citizens of South Sudan, it will be 
a momentous and emotional day. In 
January, they voted in an historic ref-
erendum to separate from the rest of 
Sudan. That they did so peacefully is 
a credit to both the North and South 
Sudanese leadership. Yet nationhood 
has come at steep cost: a staggering 
number of lives lost and people dis-
placed in a 21-year civil war that end-
ed only in 2005. When the assembled 
presidents and prime ministers board 
their official planes to return home,

the challenges that remain will be 
daunting indeed. 

On the day of its birth, South Su-
dan will rank near the bottom of all 
recognized human development indi-
ces. The statistics are truly humbling. 
It has the world’s highest maternal 
mortality rate. Estimates of illiteracy 
among the female population exceed 
80 percent. More than half of its

people must feed, clothe and shelter 
themselves on less than a dollar a day. 
Critical issues of poverty, insecurity 
and lack of infrastructure must all be 
addressed by a relatively new govern-
ment with little experience and only 
embryonic institutions. 

I came to appreciate the sheer scale 
of these challenges, for myself, when 
I first visited South Sudan in 2007 –

an area of 620,000 square kilometers 
with less than 100 kilometers of paved 
road. Within this larger context, the 
risk of increased violence, harm to 
civilian populations and further hu-
manitarian suffering is very real.

At the same time, South Sudan has 
remarkable potential. With substantial 
oil reserves, huge amounts of arable 
land and the Nile flowing through its

centre, South Sudan could grow into a 

prosperous, self-sustaining nation ca-
pable of providing security, services 
and employment for its population.

Alone, South Sudan cannot meet 
these challenges nor realize its poten-
tial. Doing so will require partnership 
— a full (and on-going) engagement 
with the international community 
and, most especially, South Sudan’s 
neighbours. 

First and foremost, the new lead-
ers of South Sudan should reach out 
to their counter-parts in Khartoum.

Strong, peaceful relations with the 
North are essential. A priority for 
both countries is agreement on their 
common border, sustainable relations 
to ensure both states can benefit from

the oil revenues in the region, and 
cross-border arrangements to contin-
ue their strong historical, economic 
and cultural ties. Recent instability in 
Southern Kordofan and Abyei have

strained North-South relations and 
heightened political rhetoric. Now is 
the time for both the North and the 
South to think of the long-term ben-
efits of working together, not short-

term political gains at the other’s 
expense.

South Sudan must also reach out to 
its other neighbours. Across the globe 
— and in Africa, especially — the 
trend is towards regional partnerships. 
South Sudan will be strengthened by 
becoming an active participant in the 
regional organizations of East Africa 
and developing durable trade and po-
litical ties throughout the continent.  

Finally, South Sudan must reach out 
to its own people. It must find strength

in diversity and build institutions that 
represent the full constellation of its 
broad geographic and ethnic com-
munities. The basics of any modern, 
democratic state must be guaranteed: 
free expression, full political rights, 
inclusive institutions that extend ben-
efits to citizens of rural areas as well

as regions affected by conflict.

In the 21st-century, the international 
community has increasingly come to 
recognize the responsibilities of gov-
ernments to their citizens, including 
the protection of political space and 

democratic rights. The popular upris-
ings in North Africa and the Middle

East have shown what can happen 
when governments are inattentive to 
the needs of their people.  

The United Nations is committed 
to assisting the government of South 
Sudan meet its many responsibilities. 
That is why I have proposed a new 
United Nations mission in South Su-
dan: to help build the institutions that 
the country needs to stand on its own. 
In doing so, let us remember that the 
United Nations is only one part of a 
broader set of partnerships that the 
government should develop — with 
the North, with its neighbours in the 

region and beyond and, most impor-
tantly, with its own people.  

On July 9, I will join other leaders 
in Juba to mark the birth of South Su-
dan.  The last thing a new nation needs 
is a celebration as it springs into exis-
tence, only to then be forgotten until 
the next crisis.  Our purpose is to do 
more than celebrate this milestone. It 
is to highlight the international obli-
gation to stand by the people of South 
Sudan as they seek to build a stable, 
strong and ultimately prosperous na-
tion.  

The writer is Secretary-General of 
the United Nations
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The importance of Yemen 
to the industrial world 
(led by the US Empire) 
has to do with its strate-
gic location on the most 

important oil-shipping route, through 
Bab el-Mandeb strait. A free, demo-
cratic, and independent Yemen can-
not be allowed to exist because we all 
know what it would demand in return 
for continuing to allow a safe passage 
to oil tankers from the Persian Gulf 
through the strait of Bab al-Mandeb.

The last time someone halted oil ex-
ports to the US, forcing it to choose 
between Israel and petroleum, he got 
assassinated. A rebellious dictator can 
be handled (some shrapnel and an 
airplane ride to Riyadh will do). But 
an entire country, with a history of 
mighty warriors, the only Arab coun-
try to have successfully blocked the 
British Empire’s colonization? That’s 
too much risk to put up with, even for 
America, the self-proclaimed No. 1 
country.

“Oil is much too important a com-
modity to be left in the hands of the 
Arabs.” ~ Henry Kissinger, 1975

This golden route of black oil from 
Arabia to Europe and the US must be 
safe-guarded in all key areas aforemen-
tioned, Yemen being the most danger-

ous of all. Given Yemenis’ short fuse 
for bullshit (especially in politics), it is 
a miracle that the US and its supreme 
ally, Saudi Arabia, could manage to 
install and maintain a president for all 
these years without a mass rebellion 
and rejection, as what the incumbent’s 
pre-selected predecessors had to go 
through.

All of Saleh’s predecessors were 
removed by force. The Yemeni king 
(pro-West) was overthrown by his own 
military general, al-Sallal, in 1962 
with the help of Egypt’s Abdul-Nass-
er. In 1967, al-Sallal was overthrown

while outside the country by judge 
Abdul-Rahman al-Aryani (the first

and last civilian Yemeni president). 
Al-Aryani was the most respected and 
loved by the people. In order to avoid 
a civil war, al-Aryani gave up his 
presidency willingly to military gen-
eral Ibrahim al-Hamdi in 1974. When

al-Hamdi decided to go visit South Ye-
men to discuss unification in October

of 1977, Saudi-sponsored agents had

him assassinated. He was replaced by 
al-Ghashmi, who was assassinated six 
months later (June 1978) in retalia-
tion for his involvement in the assas-
sination of al-Hamdi, and replaced by 
al-Arashi. Four weeks later, al-Arashi 
decided to step down and become 
vice-president, and Ali Abdullah Saleh 
(the third Saudi stooge) was installed 
in his place.

Under Saleh’s rule, Yemen received 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
military aid from the US (which was 
temporarily blocked in 1991 as a pun-
ishment for Yemen’s stance at the UN 
regarding the war on Iraq), while the 
country’s economy and society deteri-
orated so much that Arabs had jokingly 
referred to Yemen as a live museum of 
the seventh century. Saleh also opened 
his country’s shores to American navy 
destroyers and battle ships to patrol 
the crucial waterways and clear them 
from, say, Somali pirates. In 2000, the 
USS Cole was bombed while refueling 
at Aden port.

Overall, Saleh was never really the 
most fit man for the job (the job be-
ing to serve his Saudi and American 
masters and protect their interests), 
but he was good enough. And in the 
recent wave of Arab Spring revolts, 
the American-Saudi coalition realized 
that Saleh remaining in power does 
more harm to the stability and security 
of their oil route, hence leading to the 
GCC initiative for “the peaceful and 
organized transition in government.” 
Saleh refused to play game (as expect-
ed), which meant he defied his Saudi

and American masters. In the mysteri-
ous bombing of the mosque near the 
Yemeni presidential palace, reports 
first said Saleh was “slightly injured.”

A couple of days later, reports said 
Saleh would be flown over to a hospi-

tal in Riyadh for check-up and minor 
medical attention (anyone who ever 
lived in Yemen knows very well about 
that country’s poor medical facilities, 
perhaps the worst in the whole region, 
thanks to Saleh). Then newer reports 
said that he had shrapnel lodged in his 
chest, 2 inches deep into his flesh. To-
day’s reports are saying that he is in a 
very critical condition and might not 
make it. Isn’t that peculiar, perhaps 
even politically-convenient!

It is true that the American and Sau-
di governments do not want Saleh to 
return to Yemen, and most likely he 
won’t (and most likely they had some-
thing to do with the bombing, and if 
they didn’t, they eventually would 
have), but that is not because they 
share the Yemeni people’s aspirations 
to resurrecting their civilian, modern, 
democratic, secular government, but 
because they would very much like to 
supervise this “peaceful and orderly 
transition of power,” to make sure that 
whatever comes out of the people’s 
revolution is a government they can 
depend on; a government that does 
not threaten Saudi-American interests; 
a government of politicians who re-
spond to carrots and sticks.

And if it’s still unclear as to what 
damage could possibly come out of a 
truly democratic Yemen to US-Saudi-
Israeli interests, the answer is two 
words: Bab el-Mandeb.

The importance of Bab Al-Mandeb
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British Ambassador to Yemen, Jon Wilks:

“The political process in Yemen should not just be about seats in government, it 
should be about dealing with the fundamental economic crisis in the country.”

What is the situation of the embassy 
these days?
We have been here all the way through 
and  and we want to stay. We have the 
smallest team who can do the work of 
the embassy. We  closed the visa sec-
tion last year. And also because of the 
current crisis we no longer deal with 
passport issues or applications which 
are now happening in Amman.

If we make progress we can review 
these operations in a position direction. 

What do you mean by progress?
Two things: one we need to decrease 
political tensions and that means real 
dialogue and a political transition pro-
cess. And secondly of course, we need 
the removal of tribes from Sana’a and  a 
unified military command. We need to 

see restoration of control over all prov-
inces and progress against Al-Qaeda in 
Zinjibar and elsewhere. These are the 
things that will help improve the secu-
rity situation.

What about the other development 
projects?
We withdrew our development team 
in March as part of bringing down our 
embassy to a minimum size but they are 
working on Yemen from London. We 
are concerned that Yemen is heading 
towards a humanitarian crisis and we 
and the other big donors are working 
to alleviate that. And to plan together 
if we have to do a major international 
operation if there is a major humanitar-
ian crisis in Yemen. So our development 
team remains an important part of our  
work on Yemen but they are working 
from London or travelling in the region. 
For instance, our head of DFID (Devel-
opment Ministry) team  met the Deputy 
Prime Minister for Economic Affairs in 
Jordan recently. 

We are ready to increase our aidt to 
Yemen because Yemen will need in-
creased support, but first we need a po-
litical transition process and a govern-
ment. We are doing some humanitarian 
work at the moment but most of our 
development projects have stopped, be-
cause of the security situation.

What if the political deal does not 
take place but a humanitarian crisis 
happens?
We have a duty to help but the UN is 
here and it will lead on the humanitarian 
response in that case and we will support 
it. The UN has to operate in extremely 
dangerous circumstances in some coun-
tries so they are ready to play a role here 
more than we can because our security 
regulations are tighter. But Britain is 
increasing  funding for humanitarian 
activity. That is to help preserve life be-
cause there are communities in Yemen 
that are now threatened with starvation. 
But we will be entering a much greater 
humanitarian crisis if politicians do not 

agree a deal and there may be need for 
a major humanitarian response and the 
UN will lead on that.

We are talking about a UN humani-
tarian response, what about Chapter 
7?
A humanitarian intervention is obvious-
ly very different from a political one. If 
you are talking about the UN Security 
Council there have been three debates 
on Yemen  following the visits of Ja-
mal Benomar, who is the Secretary-
General’senvoy for Yemen. After the 
last debate there was a press statement 
by the security council which basically 
reflected the consensus of the members 

of the security council. That we need an 
orderly political transition in Yemen, 
that the solution should be a Yemeni so-
lutionwith outside support and that we 
are all ready to support Yemen in thist.

And we appreciate the efforts of the 
Gulf countries and I know from talking 
to the ambassadors of the other perma-
nent members of the Security Council 
– the United States, China, Russia,  and 
France – that we ’all support the Gulf 
initiative which includes very important 
ideas, but most of all the idea of early 
transfer of power.

That [not having an early transition 
of power] is the thing that is blocking 
political progress in Yemen, and as we 
have seen in the last month during the 
President’s absence there has been no 
political progress. Meanwhile there is 
constant deterioration in the economic 
and humanitarian situations.

Why is there is a lack of political 
progress in your view?
 The President has said that he does not 
want to sign the GCC initiative. We en-
courage him to do so and we encourage 
in his absence those people whom he 
authorizes, i.e., the Vice President and 
Ministers in the care-taker government, 
his relatives in senior security positions, 
to review the situation in Yemen. To ask 
themselves, is the collapse of the statein 
your interest? Is it in the country’s in-
terest, or the people’s interest or for the 
sake of the unity of Yemen, which is the 
historical legacy of President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh?

We think the answer to all these ques-
tion is it clearly isn’t. Therefore we 
want the politicians for all those reasons 
to say: ‘OK, we are prepared to enter a 
dialogue over the transfer of power first, 

and then the formation of national unity 
government and then a transitional pe-
riod where a new constitution will be 
discussed.

But then the question is, why this 
understanding has not happened yet 
and whether it ever will be?
That is our job as diplomats to help with 
that process. I think that is the main dip-
lomatic task, to persuade all the political 
powers that real dialogue that will lead 
to an early transition of power is in ev-
erybody’s interests. There has been good 
cooperation with the Gulf initiative, but 
now we have to focus on the real out-
standing issue which is the transfer of 
power. The transfer of power is the be-
ginning of a process. We would expect 
all political Yemeni forces including the 
ones in the ruling party to be part of the 
dialogue. It is not a question of giving 
power from one person or one party to 
another. It is about the participation of 
all political forces in dealing with this 
crisis and cooperating in orderly politi-
cal transition.

That is the main objective of Britain 
and all these countries that we work 

with – America, the GCC countries, EU 
partners, Russia and China – to avoid 
chaos because we are slowly sliding 
into chaos.

In what capacity is Britain involved 
in the attacks against Al-Qaeda in 
Abyan?
We are not directly involved in Abyan. 
Of course there are elements of Al-Qae-
da in Yemen who are a threat to UK na-
tional security and the national security 
of our allies, so we have an on-going 
relation with the Yemeni security forces 
to counter them. This Embassy engages 
with the Political Security Organiza-
tion, National Security Bureau and Cen-
tral Security Forces. We have political, 
intelligence and 
training connec-
tions.

What about the 
news that the 
British Special 
Air Service is 
here in Yemen?
We don’t comment 
on Special Forces, 
but what I can say 
is that we did have 
a conventional 
military training 
team here which 
was withdrawn a 
month ago. It was 
training the Ye-
meni Counterter-
rorism Unit at the 
Central Security 
Forces and the Ye-
meni Coast Guard. 
We withdrew themt for security reasons, 
but we  would like to re-establish train-
ing with the Central Security Forces and 
the Yemeni Coast Guard as we believe 
that the solution to the Al-Qaeda prob-
lem must be a Yemeni one, and our aim 
is to build the capacity of Yemenis to 
deal with this problem.

So you are talking a different ap-
proach than the Americans are who 
are being involved directly?
No, the Americans have a much bigger 
presence in Yemen and have more re-
sources dedicated to fighting Al-Qaeda, 

but the approach is the same which is 
Yemenis must lead the battle against Al-
Qaeda. We are focused on the Al-Qaeda 
threat to the UK and specific individuals 

who are either British or a threat to UK 
national security.

Is there a wanted list for you in Ye-
men? Are there any British nationals 
among them?
There are individuals who we are inter-
ested in but there is nothing that would 
be called a wanted list. Al-Qaeda in 
general as a whole is a threat, but our 
focus is specifically on threats against 

the UK.. Of course we cooperate not 
just with the Yemeni authorities but 
the Americans and the GCCf and other 

countries who are also working to coun-
ter the threat of Al-Qaeda.

In terms of British nationals among 
the fighters  Zinjibar, I do not have in-
formation on that.. But we know that 
there are British nationals who have 
visited Yemen in order to make contact 
with Al-Qaeda.

In the last year there have been two 
serious attacks by Al-Qaeda against 
officials at the embassy.
I think the attacks on the UK in Yemen 
were in part because they [Al-Qaeda] 
saw an opportunity. But of course the 
UK in general is one of the main targets 
of Al-Qaeda. In Yemen they saw an op-
portunity and they attacked us twice. So 

an important task 
for me is to keep 
all our staff here, 
Yemeni as well as 
British, safe.

One more ques-
tion on what is 
happening Abyan. 
Isn’t the attack 
against Al-Qaeda 
there causing a 
h u m a n i t a r i a n 
crisis? What are 
your views on this 
issue?
We are very con-
cerned. We have 
had a major hu-
manitarian crisis in 
the north [Sa’ada] 
for some time and 
now we have a new 
humanitarian crisis 

in the south. And I have raised with the 
Vice President the need for getting ac-
cess for humanitarian organizations to 
the displaced people those who have left 
their homes in Abyan and gone to Aden 
and other areas. So this is very much a 
part of our agenda.

Politically it is on your agenda?
The situation in Abyan is a major con-
cern from a counterterrorism point of 
view as well. We see Al-Qaeda exploit-
ing the area as the state has lost control  
there. It is also politically a concern be-
cause we support the unity of Yemen, 
and we do not want to see the break-up 
of the country in a chaotic way.

It is for Yemenis to discuss the fu-
ture of the political system in Yemen 
and ideas of federalism, but this form 
of chaotic break-up of the country is 
not something we support, in fact it is a 
source of extreme concern.

And  we are concerned about the hu-
manitarian situation and the need to look 
after these 40,000 displaced people.

How do you view Vice President Ha-
di’s role in this period?
I think the Vice-Presidenti is capable 
and clear in his view of what needs to be 
done on the security side and on dealing 
with the situation in Sana’a. We encour-

age him to engage in dialogue with all 
the political forces in Yemen, because 
ultimately in the absence of the Presi-
dent he should be authorized to carry 
out all the responsibilities of the Presi-
dent under these circumstances, such as 
national dialogue.

His position is constrained. He makes 
this absolutely clear. He asks always to 
be called Vice President. But our view 
is that the best way forward in these cir-
cumstances is to use the constitution as 
a reference point. And the constitution 
is clear that under these circumstances 
as Vice President he should have full 
authority.

Now again this goes back to the ques-
tion of a transfer of power, and if the 
President and his family are not will-
ing to discuss the issue of a transfer of 
power, then I think this has negative 
consequences for Yemen politically, re-
garding security, and in economic and 
humanitarian terms. Therefore we will 
continue to make the argument during 
this period that time is short, and it is 
not in the interest of any political party 
or individual to just sit and let Yemen 
collapse. So we will continue to make 
that argument to the Vice President 
and the President’s relatives and to the 
members of the ruling party.

And to the opposition we also make 
clear that violence is not the solution 
to Yemen’s problems. And while the 
opposition has every right to put politi-
cal pressure on the regime, that is the 
role of an opposition in politics , we 
strongly urge them 
not to support fur-
ther conflict or to 

engage in violent 
actions.

Do you think 
some violent acts 
are going to hap-
pen? Are they on 
the horizon?
There are conflicts 

all over Yemen and 
this is a message to 
everybody, every 
armed force in the 
country, whether 
they are from the 
regime, tribal, po-
litical, whatever... 
Now is not the 
time to escalate 
violence. Now is 
the time to engage in a political process 
which is inclusive, and we do insist 
that everybody should be involved who 
cares about Yemen or represents a po-
litical force.

But are you talking about violence by 
the traditional opposition, or the in-
dependent youth, or armed groups?
When we talk about the opposition we 
are talking about the wider concept of 
opposition. That must include the stu-
dents and protestors, the Houthis, the 
southerners and the JMP. We urge all 

not to resort to violence whether they 
are protestors, militias or tribal groups.

One of the things we really fear is that 
we are witnessing the Somaliization of 
the country. And that does not just mean 
the break-up of the country into regions. 
It means that young men particularly 
are joining militias and gangs to receive 
wages and food and weapons. And this 
process is very difficult to reverse.

When we talk about the need for op-
position to avoid violence, we are also 
talking to ordinary Yemenis who may 
be tempted because of all the difficul-
ties they face to join gangs and militias 
and to engage in violence for any rea-
son. This will destroy what is left of Ye-
meni society and it is extremely difficult 

to reverse as we know in Somalia and 
Afghanistan.

There is the question of bringing 
back the state and the rule or law which 
is very difficult. But if the society has 

become a war society and the economy 
has become a war economy, it takes Ye-
men to a very very dangerous phase.

We respect the peaceful protestors 
and the right to protest and we support 
their right to participate in the political 
process. And the protesting youth have 
succeeded in convincing not just Brit-
ain, but all the western countries and in-
deed some non-western countries, that 
they have a role to play in the future of 
politics in Yemen. So when we say we 
want a full participation in Yemen’s na-
tional dialogue and political transitions, 
this must include representatives from 
the protestors.

What the youth need to do now is 
organize elections that produce a lead-
ership of five or six people whom we 

can engage with as representatives of 
the youth movement. Now every time 
I ask this, and I have asked this since 
March, I get the same answer: We are 
working on it, and here we are three or 
four months later and we all know why 
this has not happened.

Why is that?
Because they are divided. And this 
weakens the youth protest movement 
and it is a mistake. If people are really 
committed to change and to changing 
the political culture of the country, they 
need to organize and in part that means 
they need to have a leadership that is 
elected and representative. The dan-
ger if you don’t do this is that you get 
marginalized. And this is a lesson from 
other Arab countries.

Would you support them if they ask 
for logistical support for the elec-
tions?
We haven’t been involved in the orga-
nization of elections in the square and 
it shouldn’t be anything that requires 
major funding or organization. But in 
general we do receive and have received 
[requests] from civil society projects, 

and it remains an 
aspect of our work 
although it has 
been much reduced 
because of  the se-
curity situation.

Would you recog-
nize the leaders 
among the youth 
if they do hold 
national elections 
and create a coun-
cil of the people’s 
representatives?
I don’t think that 
this is the solution 
to Yemen’s prob-
lems.  While of 
course the student 
protestors as a civil 
society movement 
have the right to 

gather and elect their representatives, 
they should be part of a wider national 
dialogue that includes all the political 
forces. I fear that Yemen is the sort of 
society, as it is so pluralist and because 
of the tribal element, that is  prone to 
chaos. And without strong institutions 
and with the collapse of the state,  the 
safest way to achieve an orderly transi-
tion is to have a full participation of all 
in an agreed process.

Tthere are different ideas of transi-
tional councils. One is a sort of informal 
parliamentI would like the student pro-
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Armed with his M.Phil in International Relations from St. Ant-
ony's College, Oxford University, and around 22 years of dip-
lomatic experience since joining the British Diplomatic Service 
in 1989, Ambassador Jon Wilks presents as a capable person 
who can understand Yemen and all its complexities. He speaks 
fluent Arabic which he mastered in the early nineties in Cairo, 
a skill that has come very handy in Yemeni qat chewing sessions 
with officials, diplomats, activists and Yemeni leaders.
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deputy head of mission. He has also worked in the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia and, Sudan

Editor-in-Chief of the Yemen Times, Nadia Al-Sakkaf, inter-
viewed Jonathan Wilks on the latest developments in Yemen, 
and the role of the British government in the country.



test movement to elect some leaders that 
can engage in the political process and 
with the international community, but 
I am not in favor of the formation of a 
transitional national council that claims 
to be an alternative government.

I also think that the role of a popular 
gathering to debate the new constitution 
(a sort of informal parliament) could 
be valuable, but actually that needs to 
happen after a government of national 
unity has been formed. Someone is go-
ing to be needed to run the country, and 
after that  all the political forces and the 
public should  discuss the new constitu-
tion, the elections and the issue of fed-
eralism.

This is very confusing to me, it’s like 
the chicken or the egg. People are not 
coming together for dialogue and you 
are saying it has to be inclusive because 
everyone has to sit around the table. But 
there are people who don’t want to sit 
around the table, and we are waiting for 
them to make up their minds, and Yemen 
is falling into an economic collapse.

What I am saying is that I don’t think 
the solution to the problem is to go off 
in a different direction. I think the solu-
tion to the problem is through inclusive 
dialogue. And we in  the international 
community should continue to persuade 
those political forces that are refusing to 
go to dialogue.

But you have been talking to them.
Yes, but diplomacy in difficult circum-
stances takes patience and time.

Takes time? But we are dying every 
day?
But the problem with the argument “that 
we are dying every day and that we 
must have solutions today” is that many 
people then go to violent solutions, and 
we believe that there is no quick violent 
solution to the problems of Yemen. In-
stead even more people could die.

The fact is that in situations like this 
where a country is breaking up and the 
state is collapsing, and there are a lot of 
armed groups and a lot of guns, t there 
are no quick solutions at all. But in any 
case political solutions are preferable to 
violent solutions.

I understand where you are coming 
from and your position. But the frus-
tration of waiting for diplomats and 
politicians to make up their minds is 
really piling up.
First of all let me make clear that I be-
lieve that diplomacy at the moment in 
Yemen is secondary to the activity of 
the politicians. 
They have it in 
their hands to agree 
on all of this to-
morrow. I rarely 
react negatively to 
anything that Ye-
menis tell me but I 
do react negatively 
when Yemenis tell 
me that they are 
really disappointed 
that the interna-
tional community 
has not sorted out 
the problems of 
Yemen. Because 
I thinkthat is the 
wrong way round.

If you  sit and 
chew qat and wait 
for the interna-
tional community 
to solve your problems, you are part 
of the problem of this country and not 
part of the solution. We are ready, and 
I have always said that Yemen is a very 
lucky country, that most countries are 
ready to offer help – look at the Friends 
of Yemen initiative and Britain has been 
a leader in that. But there has to be a 
basic Yemeni agreement first and then 

we are ready to help, very quickly by 
the way. We are all sitting waiting for 
this. We, the international community 
and by the way the level of co-operation 
between Arab and other countries  is un-
precedented, have helped work out the 
Gulf initiative. But then at the end the 
President refused to sign. We continue 
to encourage him to sign, but actually 
if Yemenis say we can’t wait for this, 
then  it is for you  to come up with other 
solutions. But my view is these  solu-
tions should be inclusive and shouldt be 
peaceful.

So as I said, the idea of a transitional 
council, of the students and citizens get-
ting together and electing leaders, that 
is good. If it is the idea of an informal 
parliament, I’d see a role for that in the 
transitional period. If it claims to be an 
alternative government  then that would 
be a big mistake.

You are probably right in this, but Ye-
men has surprised us on so many levels. 
It might be just another surprise how 
peaceful elections for the protestors on 
a national level could be and how they 
could even unite Yemenis.

I agree with you that the Yemeni cri-
sis is complicated, but in my view the 
fundamental crisis in the country is one 
of economics and resources. And the 
hardest fact that we all have to deal with 
when we think about Yemen is there are 
not enough resources in the country to 
give a good life to every Yemeni. There-
fore we need to think very carefully 
about how we need to distribute what-
ever resources there are fairly, and how 
to build institutions 
and build an econ-
omy that can give 
more opportunities, 
and how to build 
Yemeni capabilities 
to take employment 
abroad for a period 
until such a time as 
Yemen develops an 
economy that can 
provide a good life 
for all its people. So 
one of the things I 
ask all politicians – 
I have said it to the 
President, I have 
said it to his rela-
tives, I have said it 
to the Vice Presi-
dent and the min-
isters and opposi-
tion and the students – is what we are 
looking for,  and all donor countries are 
looking for, is a real understanding of 
this economic crisis.

The political process in Yemen should 
not just be about seats in government, it 
should be about dealing with the funda-
mental economic crisis in the country. 
And we would want to build a partner-
ship with all the political forces that rec-
ognize this is the big issue.

Vice President Hadi hinted that Saleh 
is expected to orchestrate the transi-
tion himself. Are we looking at stale-
mate for the next six months until 
Saleh is physically capable?

I think that it is 
too long to wait.  
My understanding 
is that the presi-
dent is in a fairly 
serious condition 
and will need to 
take some time 
to recover, and 
meanwhile Yemen 
needs political 
transition to begin 
now. It is clear that 
it [Yemen] can-
not afford to wait 
months for him to 
come back, you 
know the political 
situation is tense 
and the way to 
deal with that ten-
sion is to try and 
defuse it, and to 

respect the constitution. And the consti-
tution is clear that when the President is 
incapacitated, or it is infeasible for him 
to carry out his duties, that all the power 
should be transferred to the Vice Presi-
dent. And in my view, that is the best 
way to defuse tensions and minimize 
the risk of morer violence.

Now another way of dealing with the 
problem of course is the Gulf Initiative, 
if the President is willing to sign it. But 
the President has shown no willingness 
to sign it.

And you have personally experienced 
what happened on May 22 at the UAE 
embassy. How was that?
The Emirati hospitality was superb. In 
fact there were some exaggerations in 
the media about helicopters. There was 
a helicopter provided for Zayani to fly 

from the palace to the airport, but for the 
diplomats we sat, some of us  smoked 

shisha and enjoyed some excellent food 
and then I took my car and went home 
to my residence. So it is was not as dra-
maticas the media portrayed it.

Yes but to be confined until eight in 
the evening, and in an embassy which 
is supposed to have sovereignty?
It was a mistake on behalf of whoever 
organised it. . And it sent some very 
negative signals. Nevertheless, in the 
end we all have to focus on the future 
of Yemen and so we continue to de-
velop ideas with all the political forces. 
We were actually working while we 
were there [at the UAE embassy] on 
the implementation of the GCC agree-
ment. And we have also been working 
on other ideas.

 As I have said under the current cir-
cumstances my reading of the constitu-
tion is that the Vice President should 
have full authority to lead the national 
dialogue.   

But there is no deadline for that, is 
there?
I leave that debate to Yemeni constitu-
tional experts. The principle I think is 
that we should all support  applying the 
constitution as the first reference point, 

and the GCC should be the second ref-
erence point. Thereafter there should be 
a political agreement between all sides 
on a timetable. And because fo the crisis 
there should be no delay.

Just a few days ago the UK Foreign 
Minister visited Saudi Arabia. Was 
Yemen part of the discussions?
Britain has a continuing and important 
dialogue with Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf countries on the situation of Ye-
men, we believe that Saudi has  a very 
important role within the GCC initia-
tive, and we with  the other European 
Union countries and the US will con-
tinue to work with Saudi Arabia, UAE 
and Oman and other GCC countries to 
support whatever 
Yemenis decide  
is the best politi-
cal way forward. 
The President has 
not signed but all 
of these countries 
continue to work 
together because 
chaos is not in any 
of our interests in 
Yemen. We have 
worked so closely 
together on the de-
tails that we have a 
very common un-
derstanding about 
how to minimize 
the risks and how to 
achieve progress.

The discussions 
we have had with 
the Saudi authori-
ties have been con-
structive and we 
want to continue to 
discuss Yemen with Saudi Arabia be-
cause we think it will continue to playa 
very important role.

Are you worried about the 3 million 
barrels of oil that need to cross Al-
Mandab strait every day?
Of course, Yemen is in a strategic area. 
One of the reasons why Yemen is clos-
eto  the top of the agenda in so many 
countries is not just because of the Arab 
spring, but because Yemen is in a very 
strategic position.

Al-Qaeda has been an issue that the 
UK has focused on for some years, but 
now I think we see an international 
community common understanding that 
there are issues of piracy, there are is-
sues of terrorism, major oil producing 
countries nearby and oil trade passing 
through, but it is more than just oil trade 
because many countries are dependent 
on general trade that passes through the 
straits.

Are there British forces to protect this 
trade?
We have some forces  in the region as 
obviously this is a region of strategic 
interest to us including the Gulf and the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean. There 
are constant movements through this 
area. You know the result of all of this 
is that Yemen is going to remain very 
high on the international agenda. One of 
the things I say again to all sides – the 
President’s relatives and the opposition, 
and the Vice President and others – is 

that this is not just a 
Yemeni crisis. This 
is a crisis with inter-
national dimensions 
and that is clear when 
we discuss it in the 
UN Security Council 
that Russia and China 
share the concerns that 
Britain, America and 
France have.

Is there any indica-
tion whether UN 
Chapter 7 will be em-
ployed in Yemen even 
if we head towards 
Somalization?
Chapter 7 is not being 
discussed at the mo-
ment. I think the in-
ternational community  

looks at Yemen and they want most of 
all to prevent a humanitarian crisis from 
happening. Furthermore nobody wants 
to do something that is going to encour-
age support for Al-Qaeda, as we have 
seen in the past military intervention 
can. The lesson of past interventions is 
they are best  done in a way that pre-
serves maximum international support. 
And Libya is a good example where in-
ternational support has been preserved 
and Arab participation helps prevent Al-
Qaeda and other groups from taking ad-
vantage of it. Discussion in the security 
council on Yemen, however, is focused 
on political solutions and the humani-
tarian situation. 

So what I  foresee is that the Security 
Council will remain interested in what 
is happening in Yemen, and I think there 
are a lot of common concerns and there-
fore we will be able to build common 
positions. But the way the international 
community as a whole will act in the 

next phase is to 
support and en-
courage Yemeni 
political solutions. 
So I don’t see any 
great military in-
tervention in Ye-
men.

What about 
the UN Human 
Rights investiga-
tion team that 
has just been to 
Yemen?
The human rights 
situation in Yemen 
has been quite a 
concern for many 
countries for 
many years, and 
we have seen a 
deterioration even 
before the cur-
rent crisis and the 
massacre of pro-

testors in Sana’a, Taiz and elsewhere. 
So within the UN Human Rights Orga-
nization which is in Geneva there have 
been discussions and calls for a visit of 
a mission to find out what is happening 

here and to report on it.

What consequences do you think this 
visit can have for Yemen?
Human Rights in Yemen is going to 
be discussed in the UN in September. 
There is going to be a complete review 
of the human rights situation and all the 

issues and the report of this mission will 
be part of that discussion.

I have met the mission and I have 
encouraged them to publish that report 
early so that everybody has the chance 
to engage in debate about the issues it 
raises. I think it is important for Yemenis 
as well to feel we are not all just focused 
on the crisis or politics or counterterror-
ism, but  also human rights which are 
vitally important.

But what could be the consequences 
be of such mission?
It depends on the report.

Say it says that Yemen is a terrible 
place for human rights and names 
names, then what?
Well, you know we have to see whether 
there are accusations against certain in-
dividuals. That has in certain cases led 
to action, to the International Criminal 
Court, it has sometimes led to UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions.

What about freezing assets, for ex-
ample?
We’ve got to see what comes out of the 
report. Clearly there are going to be a 
lot of criticism of the human rights situ-
ation. But until we actually see the evi-
dence and until we see what accusations 
are made, we can’t say what the conse-
quences could be.

Let me rephrase the question. Do you 
know if the UN has any capacity giv-
en evidence of accusations to enforce 
consequences?
We see in previous cases that this is pos-
sible, eg Libya, the Balkans,  Rwanda. 
But  we can’t say anything specific in 

this case until we see the report. We 
welcome the visit by the way, and it is a 
good sign that this visit was allowed to 
happen, and that they have been able to 
visit Taiz, as well as Aden and Sana’a.

On the issue of accusations, there 
have been complaints in the Yemeni 
press that Yemeni security trained by 
Britain to combat Al-Qaeda are being 
deployed against the protestors or Al-
Ahmar supporters. What do you say 
to that?
We have said to the government that 
you are not winning the fight against Al-

Qaeda in Zinjibar. We have helped train 
troops that give you capabilities you can 
use, and we are surprised you have not 
deployed them.

But this has not stopped you from 
continuing to provide training to 
state security. As you said, the reason 

you pulled them out is security not 
political.
Yes, the reason we withdrew is be-
cause of security reasons not political 
ones. But we have made clear that if 
any troops that we train are engaged in 
activities that violate human rights, or 
there is a misuse of forces or excessive 
use of force against protestors, that we 
would immediately cut the training pro-
gram. But that wasn’t the reason that we 
withdrew our forces.

That means that they didn’t use 
them?
It means we have no evidence that they 
used them in violation of human rights. 
Obviously we are monitoring the situ-
ation, but we have no evidence of that. 
But of course if evidence arises that is 
a very serious matter and this could be 
something that the UN report produces.

If the security situation in Yemen re-
mains calm, will your training pro-
gram recommence?
We keep it under constant review, but 
there are no plans to bring them back at 
the moment. Clearly we are not in a sus-
tainable political process where tension 
is subsiding and we could be confident 

that that things will become better. But 
that is what we are aiming at. Time will 
tell whether we can achieve a peaceful 
resolution.

British Ambassador to Yemen, Jon Wilks:

“The political process in Yemen should not just be about seats in government, it 
should be about dealing with the fundamental economic crisis in the country.”
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 If protestors 

are really committed 

to change and 

to changing the 

political culture of 

the country they 

need to organize, 

and in part that 

means they need to 

have a leadership 

that is elected and 

representative. 

 

 The principle 

I think is that we 

should all support 

applying the 

constitution as 

the	
�
   first	
�
   reference	
�
   
point, and the GCC 

initiative should be 

the second reference 

point. Thereafter 

there should be a 

political agreement 

between all sides on 

a timetable. 

 One of the 

things we really 

fear is that we are 

witnessing the 

Somaliization of the 

country. And that 

does not just mean 

the break-up of the 

country into regions. 

It means that young 

men particularly are 

joining militias and 

gangs to receive 

wages, food and 

weapons. And this 

process is very 

difficult	
�
   to	
�
   reverse.
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By: Travis Donovan 
For the Huffington Post

Researchers found “sig-
nificantly higher” rates

of birth defects in babies

born near mountaintop

removal mining sites than

those in non-mining areas, according to

a new study released last week.

Mountaintop removal mining is a

particularly environmentally destruc-
tive type of resource extraction that

involves using explosives to blow the

tops off of mountains to expose coal

underneath the soil and rock. The unus-
able dirt and gravel are then disposed of

in adjacent valleys and streams. MTR

is used prominently in the Appalachian

region of the eastern United States.

The mining study, published in the

journal Environmental Research, ex-
amined over 1.8 million live birth

records from 1996 to 2003 using Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics data

from the central Appalachian states of

West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky and

Tennessee.

It found that rates for six out of seven

types of birth defects -- circulatory/re-
spiratory, central nervous system, mus-
culoskeletal, gastrointestinal, urogeni-
tal and “other” -- were increased near

MTR sites. The research suggests that

contaminants are released into nearby

environments from MTR, and that

many of the contaminants are known to

impair fetal development.

“Rates for any anomaly were ap-
proximately 235 per 100,000 live births

in the mountaintop mining area versus

144 per 100,000 live births in the non-

mining area,” the study says. Although

not as high as near MTR sites, it also

found increased incidences of birth de-
fects in communities near underground

mines.

“This is monumental,” said Bob

Kincaid, the president of Coal River

Mountain Watch (CRMW). He told

The Huffington Post that this latest re-
search is just one more among a dozen

or so earlier studies “that shows that the

coal industry, especially mountaintop

removal, is engaged in the wholesale

poisoning of Appalachia.”

“For those who actually pay atten-
tion to science, it’s irrefutable,” Kin-
caid said. “Would it be more obvious

if the coal industry were using machine

guns or gas chambers?”

Another study published in May by

researchers from West Virginia Univer-
sity found that residents of communities

near MTR mining sites suffered poorer

health and a lower quality of life.

While the recent Environmental Re-
search study reveals a spike in birth

defects near MTR operations, the

data can’t be used to conclusively pin

any specific environmental factor as

the cause, the study’s co-author said.

“What we think is happening is that

there isn’t just one type of exposure.

There is air quality problems in some

areas, water quality problems in other

areas,” Dr. Michael Hendryx told The

Huffington Post.

Furthermore, the study noted vari-
ous socioeconomic factors could ac-
count for a variance in birth defects,

but said that they “remain elevated af-
ter controlling for those risks.” Critics

of the research argue that these factors

weren’t fully accounted for.

A spokesperson for the World Coal

Association told The Huffington Post

that it hasn’t yet “processed the results

of this study.” Still, WCA claimed, “It

is clear that focusing on only one as-
pect of an issue will inevitably lead to

skewed results.”

The response from the National Min-
ing Association was similar.

“While the authors say they con-
trolled for [socioeconomic factors], it

does not appear, based on their sum-
mary, they have done so,” said Carol

Raulston, the senior vice president of

communications for the NMA, in an

emailed statement. While she con-
ceded that her organization hasn’t had

the opportunity to thoroughly review

the study, Raulston said that other pa-
pers by the same researchers “have had

methodological deficiencies” and that

this particular study “merits further in-
vestigation.”

“Our studies have limitations, they

do not have ‘deficiencies’ and the

choice of this word illustrates the bias

of the mining industry,” said Hendryx.

He asserts that any study published in

any journal has “limitations,” but in-
sists they used available data to control

for risks -- from education to smoking

during pregnancy, among others.

This study is unprecedented, Hen-
dryx added, in the amount of individual

records that were looked at: It extends

previous research beyond mere county

aggregates. He also said it’s the first

academic paper to truly look at the po-
tential effects MTR could be having on

children.

Moving forward, Hendryx hopes to

begin doing direct field assessments,

such as collecting air and water sam-
ples in the communities experiencing

high birth defects near MTR sites. Pre-
liminary results could come within a

year, but a definitive study would likely

take at least several more.

But for some activists, these initial

findings are all the evidence they need

to escalate their fight against MTR op-
erations.

“If a foreign power was doing this

to us, we’d be at war with them,” Bob

Kincaid said of the mining companies

behind the controversial process. The

new health findings will be the “the

centerpiece” of CRMW’s fight against

what he calls “the single greatest hu-
man rights crisis facing the Unites

States today.”

Nothing about the research is sur-
prising to Kincaid. In fact, he just con-
siders it validation for what anti-MTR

mining activists have been alleging for

years.

“We are going forward with a very

plain message: They are killing us,” he

said. “It is scientifically proven now.”

But not all activists agree the study

is a silver bullet needed to end MTR

mining.

“I don’t know that having one more

piece of scientific evidence that coal is

hurting our health is going to tip the bal-
ance,” said Mary Anne Hitt, director of

Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal campaign.

“It’s kind of like tobacco: We had piles

and piles of evidence that it was bad for

our health, but took years and years of

work to turn around.”

Regardless, Hitt said Sierra Club,

which recently launched an interactive

website about coal pollution’s effect on

health, plans to draw attention to the

latest research.

The practice of MTR mining has re-
cently become a subject of the national

dialogue, with opponents’ efforts being

backed by a variety of notable figures

and celebrities. A new film featuring

Robert Kennedy Jr., “The Last Moun-
tain,” has drawn a lot of attention to the

issues surrounding the mining contro-
versy in Appalachia, and more than a

thousand people recently descended on

Blair Mountain in West Virginia to pro-
test planned MTR operations at the his-
toric site. Earlier in the year, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency revoked

a permit for West Virginia’s largest

MTR mine due to environmental and

health concerns.

Despite a renewed sense of purpose

among activists, some in the industry

remain undaunted.

“It’s an injustice to everyone in-
volved and to the science itself to

present this data as though its worthy

of some conclusion,” Vice President

of the West Virginia Coal Association

Jason Bostic told The Huffington Post.

He contends that there is “no connec-
tion” between coal mining and birth

defects, and brushes off the study as “a

fairy tale.”

“If anything, the involvement of the

coal industry helps offset what would

otherwise be worse health defects from

poverty, isolation and lack of access to

preventative medicine,” Bostic said.

“We’re the ones providing health ben-
efits and wellness plans to our employ-
ees and their dependents. Take us away

and see how well it goes.”

By: Felice Friedson
The Media Line

A new generation of social entre-
preneurs meet in Jerusalem to 
discuss ways to apply Jewish val-
ues to the task of improving the
world.

“J
ewish Summer.”

Young, remarkable and

ready to change the

world.

“I was 25 and never had spoken to

a Pakistani delegation before. Mus-
tafa came over to me and said, ‘Would

you mind if I sit down next to you and

speak?’ We were struck by the fact we

were so-called intellectuals -- well read

-- and yet our attitudes in dealing with

people were as though we never opened

a book.”

That was two years ago, and today Ilja

Sichrovsky, savvy founder and general

secretary of the Muslim Jewish Confer-
ence, and Mustafa are close friends. In

2010, Ilja’s Vienna-based organization

brought more than 65 individuals from

25 countries together to promote the

idea that with collective faith, peaceful

coexistence is feasible.

Ilja represented  the  electrifying

energy of creative and collaborative

thought that flowed through the halls of

Hebrew University as 150 young global

social entrepreneurs came together to

share and learn from each other. They

are the ROI – an acronym for “return on

investment” – attending the sixth ROI

Summit sponsored by The Charles and

Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation.

Justin Korda, the ROI Community’s

executive director and force behind the

initiative, explained to The Media Line

that participants, which he described

as “a small handful of people building

community,” are in their 20s and 30s,

and are pooled from other organiza-
tions, having been nominated by their

peers.

During the five-day conference,

participants are brought together to

network and engage in ideas, accord-
ing to Sandy Cardin, president of the

Schusterman Foundation and steward

of its flagship project. “The focus has

changed to strengthening the individual

and providing talents and skills, as op-
posed to earlier years of the projects’ 

orientation,” he told The Media Line.

Indeed, those selected for the Jerusa-
lem conference would reap not only

the benefits of exchanging ideas with

peers, but receiving hands-on coach-
ing in skills necessary to navigate more

mundane organizational needs ranging

from fundraising to name branding to

improving personal speaking abilities

and presentations.

A vibrant force of thinkers represent-
ing every aspect of Jewish life ranged

from Jewtogether.org, an on-line hos-
pitality network that assists Jewish

travelers find Jewish homes; to Moishe

House, where a post-collegiate can

share in a Jewish environment in any

of 35 hosting homes in 14 countries;

to Yiddish Summer Farm, where “all

things Yiddish are hip”; to Machshava

Tova, which collects discarded comput-
ers destined for landfills and uses them

to train unemployed youth-at-risk as

qualified computer technicians.

Skill sessions, experimental labs and

master classes featured a wide range of

topics including art and culture; cuisine;

media hi-tech; environment; LGBT as

issues effecting Jews as citizens of the

world.

Beaming with pride, conference

founder Lynn Schusterman viewed the

plethora of proceedings and told The

Media Line that, “We’re almost 600

strong and in some way, shape or form,

each and every one is a success story.

It may not be dollars and cents; they

may not have a name-recognition orga-
nization yet; but they feel better about

whom they are, they have more self-

confidence and they look at the world

differently.”

One recurring theme in speaking

to participants was finding ways the

global Jewish community can contrib-
ute to making the world around it a bet-
ter place. The idea was reflected in the

make-up of organizations selected to

attend. Cadena, for instance, is a Mexi-
can organization created to organize

immediate support through the Jewish

community that is distributed to victims

of natural disasters. Executive director

Karen Steiner told of her group’s work

after a flood devastated Veracruz. “The

government didn’t help the little towns

because only boats could get there,”

she told The Media Line. “We assisted

through the local fisherman and de-
livered 150 tons of food and water.”

The group also provided assistance to

Haiti.

Stephen Shashoua heads the U.K.-

based Three Faiths Forum, an organiza-
tion that has linked 45 British schools

bringing Jewish, Christian and Muslim

students together. Opining that his gen-
eration has “more of an instinct for fair-
ness than our parents’ generation did,”

he praised ROI for “creating a space

where nothing is off-limits.”

Tzvika Avnery is co-founder of Isra-
el-based Wisestamp, an email app plat-
form that enables your functional dy-
namic email signature. Tzvika told The

Media Line that with two million in-
stallers globally, “one has the option of

enabling users to follow a good cause.”

Avnery felt the ROI Summit gave him

an opportunity to meet one of his big-
gest niches – the non-profits and proj-
ects for good causes. “For me to meet

them, understand their needs and lever-
age their supporters is important from

the business perspective,” he said.

On the flip side sits Charlene Seidle,

who is directly involved in grant-mak-
ing as the vice president of the Jewish

Community Foundation of San Diego.

As a leading philanthropic adviser,

Seidle sees the RIO experience in a dif-
ferent light. “As a funder, I’m besieged

by requests. There’s little time to reflect

on strategy. We are more responsive

and this gathering brings the innovators

together and equalizes it.”

Colorado-based Sarah Indyk is a

manager at the Rose Community Foun-
dation where she is responsible for three

Jewish Life Foundation initiatives. “Do

you have a logic model? Will people

buy into your idea?” she asks her fel-
low ROIs during her session entitled,

“Evaluation without an Evaluator.”

Laptops, iPads, phones and even an-
tiquated notebooks were all sprawled

out across desks while parallel sessions

were taught by professionals, most of

whom were of equal age to that of the

participants.

Jumpstart, through its co-founder

Shawn Landres, has changed the global

conversation about Jewish innovation

primarily through research and advoca-
cy. Landres taught at ROI in 2009, and

ran a number of workshops. “I’m here

as a participant,” he told The Media

Line, “and I’m so honored to be joining

the community from that perspective.

Landres was first in line to ask ques-
tions of Bob Rosenschein following a

master class he delivered. An example

of the talent available to summit par-
ticipants, Rosenschein is the entrepre-
neurial wizard who created Answers.

com – listed among the top 20 sites in

the world and recently sold for more

than $100 million. He called his ses-
sion, “Confessions of a Serial Entrepre-
neur.”

“I think it’s brilliant. There is such a

diverse group of people here, all talk-
ing about action,” said Gadi Rouach,

an artist who created the What is Real

Creative Energy? video, which will de-
velop into a branding campaign about

what Israel and Jewry is today. Another

branding expert, Karin Dimant-Rogov-
sky, who founded Brandtality, returns to

the ROI Summit with the distinction of

having met her husband at ROI 2007.

Yet, for all of the talk of world-views,

reliance upon “Jewish values” is inher-
ent in all of the activities displayed

and in the thought process of those as-
sembled to teach and to learn. As well,

concern over the place Israel holds in

the hierarchy of priorities among the

younger generation is rife. Landres,

a multi-year veteran of the ROI Sum-
mit, suggested that, “there are a lot of

young Jews who are becoming social

entrepreneurs who are making change

in the world and doing so from the ba-
sis of their Jewish values…At the end

of the day, the burden is on us to show

the world that Judaism and Jewish life

can bring a positive impact to all of

us in the world – to the world around

us.” Inwardly, Landres said the other

challenge is “to create compelling and

meaningful Jewish communities that

will engage the 21st Century Jews in

ways that connect them to the richness

of our tradition.”

With 29 nations represented, none of

those assembled in Jerusalem for the

ROI Summit was oblivious to being in

the region marked by mass unrest and

a new set of epithets, including “Arab

Spring.”  The ROI Community’s Kor-
da offered a telling differentiation be-
tween the two movements: “Our chal-
lenges are different as Jewish people

than those living in ‘Tehranical’ coun-
tries where human rights are lacking

as well as freedom of expression. One

of the greatest problems as a result of

so much freedom is that in the Jewish

world when we talk about revolution

we’re talking about transition.” Korda

believes that, “These people are not

working to overthrow establishment,

but working with establishment.”

Jewish communal leaders have been

agonizing over the younger generation’s

perceived loss of interest in the Jewish

state, an issue that is part-and-parcel of

the transition Korda spoke about. One

reality permeating the ROI Summit

was that the new generation does not

necessarily reject its parents’ bonding

with the modern state, but young Jews

do insist on being allowed the ability to

process the relevant facts and form in-
dependent, informed conclusions. Lan-
dres quotes his organization’s research

which, he says, demonstrates “a desire

on the part of the younger generation to

learn; to engage; to see the complexity

of Israel from start to finish; to put ev-
erything in context and then be treated

as adults who are capable of making up

their own minds about what their re-
lationship with Israel is going to look

like.”

Lynn Schusterman says, “We need a

Jewish Spring. And I don’t mean a rev-
olution like what went on in Egypt. But

what I think Israel has to do and what I

think world Jewry has to do is to be in-
clusive, not exclusive. And I think they

have to welcome anyone who wants to

be Jewish to expose them to what being

Jewish is; to Jewish education.”

Listening to Schusterman, that the

real strategy behind the ROI Summit

is a vision that suggests if the attitude

is achieved, the individual pieces will

fall into place is evidenced by her pas-
sionate telling of two stories. The first,

her unbridled joy at receiving an email

from an ROI alum asking for assistance

“for a buddy, not for himself.” The sec-
ond, the story of a now-successful doc-
tor who attended medical school with a

loan from Shusterman’s father. Rather

than accept the proffered repayment of

the loan, he told the doctor to use the

money to “send someone else to medi-
cal school.”

From the chemistry apparent at the

ROI Summit, it seems likely that Car-
din’s prediction of ten years hence is

not far-fetched: “a network of some

1700-1800 young activists around the

world who understand they’re part of

something larger and they’re connected

in a way they are really a global force

in Jewish life.”

Mountaintop removal mining birth defects

ROI youth magnet for global change



A student advisor is required  4
with the following 
qualifications:
* Excellent speaking and 
writing skills in both Arabic 
and English.
* Ability to work well within 
a team or on  own initiative.
* Excellent computer and 
internet skills.
* Excellent typing skills
 ( Arabic and English).
To be considered, please 
email your CV to jobsys3@
gmail.com
BA degree in French,  4
computer diploma, have an 
experince for 5 years in the 
following field: secretariate 
and administration, sales and 

marketing, logistics and 
teaching. 777565320.
Bachelore in accountancy  4
from Sana'a university, 
diploma of secretary, Excel 
(computer), courses in 
English, good written and 
spoken, store keeper for 3 
years, inventory control and 
purchasing followup for 6 
years, site administtrator for 
one year. 733409652
Indian National, master  4
degree in commerce above 15 
years experience as senior 
level in commercial office 
manager, marketing, project 
stc.
ready to join immediately 
with good companies.
711445354
Bachelor of accountancy from  4
Sana'a
University diploma of 
secretary and computer 
courses in the English good in 
writing and specking, store 
keeper for 3 years inventory 
control and purchasing follow 
up for 6 years site 
administrator for one year.
733409652
Bachelor degree in English,  4
computer diploma, have an  
experience for 5 years in the 
following fields: secretary and 
administration , sales and 
marketing, logistics and 

special courses in French 
language. 777565320
mohammed_ismeil18@
yahoo.com
Faisal Qasem, working as a  4
translator for 12 year and 
business letters. I want a part 
time job as a translator.
Contact: 777 187 490 or 777 
679 057 
Fawaz Al-Sabri, Bachelor  4
degree of E, diploma in 
accounting, d. in computer, 
Trading correspondence and 
Yemen soft program, Tow 
years experience of 
accounting, one years 
experiences of teaching. I'd 
like to work in anything of 
me specialization.
Tel: 733298154  Email: 
fawaz.alsabri@yahoo.com 
Teaching Japanese Language  4
in Sana'a and Freelance 
Japanese inter prater.

      Please call:736876882
Bachelor in English language     4
I have experience in Business 
correspondence 
administration work. 
734510405
Gamal, Bachelor degree of  4
English, diploma in 
marketing, diploma in 
computer secretarial & 
Experiences as a treasurer. I 
would like to work in any 
ares of my  specialization.
777004207 
Mahmood bachelor degree in  4
English, computer and 
marketing courses one year 
experience in the United 
Insurance company in Taiz as 
a promoter.
mahmoodhizam@yahoo.com. 
713405946
Bachelor of computer science  4
- India & years experience in 

desktop application 
programming. 733300597
RadFan Haza'a. Police officer.  4
Excellent English. work as 
police supervisor, participated 
in peacekeeping forces of U.N 
as international supervisor. 
Desire for working as 
bodyguard or security officer 
in any embassy.

      Contact: 733312226
Bachelor in Radio and T.V  4
media from Aden university 
many of professional capacity 
in the T.V-Radio Productions. 
computer skills

      Contact : 735869554
Diploma in business, 5 years  4
experience in accounts & 
correspondent. fluent in 
English, computer skills. 

      Contact: 735627704
Doploma degree in English, I  4
would like to work with an 
forign company even as 
adriver.

       Yazeedready@yahoo.com
       700001870-733498650

BA in English Faculty of Arts  4
Taiz University Tofel 557, 
Diploma of computer 
secretary fast typist. 

      Sana'a 713900528
Master diploma in (English)  4
is seeking a job in Sana'a 
Long experience in teaching 
English.

       777584644 - 733496587
Qualified translator - entrap  4
English /Arabic and vice- 
versa. Jamal - 733245514
Free lance translator High  4
skilled expert. Mammon - 
736913669
Professional English teacher,  4
all levels. Aden. 771433797, 
734201785
Nadia Mukhtar - single,  4
native Indian, obtained 
English and secretary diploma 
with  Excellent grade, 
experienced in graphics, 
commercial correspondence, 
translation, excellent 
communication skills, wants 
to work in Taiz mobile: 
771648313
Diploma in civil Engineering  4
3 years, Experience in Road 
survey. Good knowledge of 
English, computer skills. Taiz: 
734383275
Bachelor of information  4
technology from the 
University of science and 
technology Grade: Excellent 
with honors from the first 

installment holds a certificate 
of the best graduation project. 
Experience in programming + 
maintenance + network + web 
design (electronic pages) with 
skills in operating systems. 
Proficiency in English 
language. 770406290-
734442010

A student Advisor is required  4
with the following 
qualifications:

Excellent speaking and 1. 
writing skills in both Arabic 
and English.
Abilith to work well within 2. 
a team or on own initiative
Excellent computer and 3. 
Internet skills.
Excellent typing skills 4. 
(Arabic and English).

To be considerde, please email 
your CV to Jobsys3@gmail.com

Bachelor of Economics (BA  4
Economics) and master of 
sociology (MA, Sociology) 
past graduation in computer 
application (P.G.D.A) 
Excellent command over 
written. Spoken English. 4 
years Glut Experience  in 
secretary, store keeper. 
SUNIL near University of 
Science  & Technology 
Hospital. 713430545 
Lessons at Home, evening  4
classes in English, math, book 
keeping & accounting. 
Reasonable rates. Qualified & 
experienced teachers.
bashuaib@yahoo.com
736567517
Marketing officer institute of  4
development impact CV 
please send to fax number 
454077
Holds a BA in management  4
information systems at the 
Modern Academy, an 
equivalent diploma Bachelor 
from Cairo University, 
Diploma in Network 
Engineering, MCSE and 
MCSA, Diploma of 
COMPTIA Network, skills in 
the Microsoft office, the 
English speaking is average, 
Iwould like to join a team 
work at any reputable private 
company or Administrative 
work in Oil sector, contact 
737357853. Ali AL-Hemyari

New offices are available for  4
rent at Aman Tower - Zubairy 
street . 735870015
We have apartement for rent  4
consists of three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bathroomes  and 
a hall. Location in Mujahad 
street.
Contact: 711140184
Appartment without furnture.  4
contains 3 bedroom, hall, 
2bathrooms, kitchen.
Abo Ali: 777448617
New apartments for rent at  4
Hadda. Sabaa Bank buildings 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and 
a Diwan

      733869522 - 770567930
New building, First grand  4
floor an apartments with 4 
rooms, hall, 2 bathrooms, 
Kitchen. Second floor 2 
apartments each apartments 
with  2 rooms, hall, 2 
bathrooms, Kitchen. Location: 
Taiz street, Sana'a  777960925 

Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003,  4
Mileage 170 000km Engine ia 
in excellent consition.
Tel: 733174993
Car for sale: Toyota Camry  4
2000, golden color, good 
condition, maintained by 
foreighner. Price $9000 (non 
neegotiable). V. Christopher  
733816219, 733712299.
Car for sale: 4
Company/Model: Hyundai- 
2004, Colour- Light Gray, 
Good Condition & 
maintained by foreigner, 
Price: 6000 USD (Six 
Thousand USD-Non 
Negotiable) for more details 
plz contact: Basim Abdulfatah 
71175382
Brand / Hyundai 4
Vehicle model / Centnal
Calar /Black / gray
Year / 2005
To contect Tel/ 735229229/ 
7141414414/ 735229229 
Toyota "Echo" 2001 custom  4
duty paid color - silver, was 
used 5 years in Dubai 4.5 in 
Sana'a the second owner good 
condition, wheels, battery - 
new air conditioner, radio, 
cassette player Extra - some 
presents for a car. Price: 4,800 
$ (American $)
Contact: 01-621412      
mob:711673699

711 July, 2011

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline                278668/283082 
Egypt Air                              273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
 02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824
  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank          274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  

Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 445518/7-442073                       
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871

MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170   Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975   Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
          E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555
                                       Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13
                                    Aden: 255668                                     
                                    Taiz:240927/34
                                    Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,        Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
        01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                              Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9
 Taiz 205593                    
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET
 
AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
           

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
 Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441
 Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567
 Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

 Classifieds

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

❒For Sale   ❒Required    ❒Available   ❒For Lease 
❒For Hire/Rent    ❒Job Require    ❒Situation Vacant    ❒Others

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics & 
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.

•  Packing/Land Transportation.

•  International door to door services.

•  Warehousing /Logistical planning.

•  Customs clearance/Local  

   Visa/Documentation handling.
•  Real Estate Services.

•  Ticking Reservations & General  

   Tourism Services.
•  Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo



CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638 
Fax: (967-1) 441630 
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com 

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328 
Fax: (967-2) 377716 
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye 
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Hodeida residents 
have become more 
focused and driven 
after President 
Saleh’s recent 

speech.  The momentum and mo-
rale of Change Square in Hodeida 
has also increased, according 
to lawyer and activist Redhwan 
Al-Absi.

As a prominent lawyer in 
Hodeida, Al-Absi successfully 
exploited his strong relationship 
with different businessmen, social 
leaders and average citizens in 
Hodeida to increase support for 
protesters.

“The vast majority of the 
Hodeida’s locals support the 
revolution. People in Hodeida 
have become more aware of their 
rights and they are eager to take 
advantage of them,” he said.

Al-Absi indicated that the pro-
testers in Hodeida are planning 
to step up the intensity of their 
protests. “No more initiatives 
and no more compromise. We 
will hold qualitative marches and 
more people from poor districts 
will join us,” he said. 

“We will intensify our media 
programs about our revolution. 
We will raise awareness among 
people about the importance and 
seriousness of the revolution.”

Al-Absi said that people in 
Hodeida used to be a complacent 
and submissive and many observ-
ers in Yemen were not certain 
that those people would rise up 
and protest against the regime.

“Peaceful people started 
protesting after Sana’a and Taiz 
governorates and proved to the 
world that people from Hodeida 
are not submissive anymore. 
Many people were surprised by 
the determination of Hodeida’s 
locals,” he said. 

“People here are so disappoint-
ed	
�
    about	
�
    their	
�
    difficult	
�
    circum-
stances, injustice and rampant 
corruption. They have suddenly 
exploded with anger.”

“People in rural areas started 
demanding their unrecognized 
rights. The policy of the inane 
regime has forced people to rise 
up and protest against them,” he 
said.

According to Al-Absi, there are 
many reasons for why people in 
Hodeida have joined nationwide 
protester. “Our peaceful protests 
and repeated attacks on us by 
thugs led many people to support 
us and join us enthusiastically.”

He said that Hodeida is the 
most impoverished governorate 
in Yemen in spite of its potential 
for wealth and natural resources. 
“Hodeida’s locals have suffered 
severely from injustice and op-
pression for many years. There is 
not enough electricity, no fresh 
water, no proper education and 
no jobs for the youth. People here 
took to the streets because of 
these reasons.”

“Despite its big contribution to 
the state’s budget, Hodeida has 
no central project and people’s 
land has been stolen by some of-
ficials,”	
�
    he	
�
    said.

“Most of the protesters in 
Hodeida are jobless. Not only do 
they want a job but they want to 
live with dignity and freedom,” 
he said.

Speaking about the determina-
tion of the protesters in Hodeida, 
Al-Absi said, “The youth struggle 
to continue their protest de-
spite	
�
    considerable	
�
    difficulties	
�
    

and economic stagnation. They 
sometimes cannot buy fresh and 
cold water and resort to drinking 
unclean water from faucets.”

Participation of women in 
Hodeida’s protests was active and 
has enraged the regime, accord-
ing to Al-Absi.
“They	
�
    were	
�
    fighting	
�
    back	
�
    

against the thugs courageously 
and sometimes we were urg-
ing them not to come to some 
marches because of the potential 
for violence. But they were tena-
cious and determined to take part 
in these risky demonstrations,” he 
explained.

Al-Absi expressed his admira-
tion for women who brought food 
and cold water to the protesters. 

“The women of Hodeida are the 
backbone of the revolution.”

“Unfortunately, the National 
Security Bureau has spread mali-
cious rumors about those women 
and tried to destroy their reputa-
tion,” he said.

Regarding the president’s 
pictures in Hodeida’s streets and 
shops, Al-Absi saAd that, “all 
pictures of president Saleh were 
removed from Hodeida’s streets 

and buildings. People themselves 
removed the president’s picture 
from their houses and shops.” he 
said. “They are ashamed to put 
the president’s picture up in their 
homes or shops.”

In response to a question about 
opposing parties’ control on the 
revolution, he said, “There is no 
partisan control over the revolu-
tion. The youth told the Joint 
Meeting Parties (JMP) not to con-
trol the protests and welcomed 
them as partners.”

Al-Absi isn’t depressed about 
a long and protracted revolution 
and he said that the lengthy revo-
lution exposes the crimes of the 
regime and creates better ideas of 
a new country.

“This revolution has made the 
socialists sit with the Islamists 
and brought all parties and politi-
cians together,” he said.

Al-Absi remembered the sad 
moment when a 12-year-old Bas-
sam and a 14-year-old Aref were 
killed	
�
    by	
�
    thugs	
�
    near	
�
    his	
�
    office.

“I was watching from the 
window	
�
    of	
�
    my	
�
    office	
�
    as	
�
    a	
�
    group	
�
    

of thugs began shooting peace-
ful protesters. They were shoot-

ing children ruthlessly,” he said 
sorrowfully. “I cannot forget Aref 
who was advised by his friends 
not to go to demonstrations but 
he was determined to go and was 
killed right before my eyes.”

“If I had a weapon at that time 
I would use it to defend those 
peaceful protesters,” he said.

Al-Absi hopes to see the indus-
trial, agricultural and tourism 
industries further develop in the 
Hodeida governorate with its 
international harbor aiding in 
development.

“I don’t want to see men beg-
ging from drivers anymore,” he 
said.

Al-Absi is known for his elo-
quent speeches and effective ac-
tivism. He realizes that his efforts 
into protests will cause serious 
trouble to him and his family.

“I’m threatened repeatedly by 
anonymous people. They call my 
wife and try to frighten her to 
prevent me to be activist in the 
revolution,” he explained. “My 
wife is my strength. She supports 
me and bears the pressure and 
troubles caused by my activities. 
She doesn’t rule out that one day I 
may be killed.”

Redhwan Al-Absi




