
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, July 31 — Dozens of people 
were killed on Thursday in fierce bat-
tles between Republican Guards loyal
to Saleh’s regime and tribesmen loyal
to the Islah opposition party in Arhab,
30km north Sana’a, local sources told
the Yemen Times on Saturday.

Around 20 opposition tribesmen
were killed while the number of sol-
diers killed is unknown, according to
an independent source in Arhab.

The state run Saba News agency re-
ported on Saturday the funeral of three
officers of the third mountain infantry
brigade, among them two lieutenants
who were killed in battles on Thursday
with armed tribesmen.

Fighting between the two sides
erupted again on Thursday after a tribal
envoy failed to negotiate a common so-
lution between the two parties, Sheikh
Abd Al-Jaleel Sinan, a tribal leader of
the Arhab tribes who chairs the media-
tion committee, told the Yemen Times
by phone on Saturday.

“It is a fierce war from all directions,
and there are dead and wounded on

both sides,” Sinan said.
The tribal negotiation envoy began

their task three months ago when armed
conflict first occurred between camps
of the Republican Guard and opposi-
tion armed tribesmen loyal to the Islah
party.

Around two weeks ago, the head of
the tribal mediation envoy told the Ye-
men Times that opposition tribesmen
affiliated to the Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) opposition coalition were pro-
crastinating on a ceasefire proposal that
had been agreed on by Saleh’s forces.

The mediation committee resumed
its job last weekend and met with Gen-
eral Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, command-
er of the First Armored Division, who
joined the opposition last March. Al-
Ahmar defected after at least 52 peace-
ful protesters were killed on March 18
by snipers said to be from the Repub-
lican Guards, commanded by President
Saleh’s son, Brigadier General Ahmed
Ali Saleh.

The committee met with Al-Ahmar
in the hope that his authority could
pressure the opposition tribesmen to ac-
cept the ceasefire proposal, but violent

battles erupted that evening.
“On Thursday [28 July] we went to

General Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar and
asked his assistance to create an un-
derstanding with this group [the armed
tribesmen in Arhab] because he can in-
fluence them, and he agreed,” the head
of the mediation committee said.

“He [Al-Ahmar] proposed some
conditions: a four-month ceasefire,
that both sides return stolen military
equipment, the formation of a hazards-
assessment committee, and in general
to work hard and seriously to end the
conflict,” said Sheikh Sinan. “We con-
veyed these proposed conditions to Ab-
dullah Al-Kibsi, envoy to the mediation
efforts for Ahmed Saleh and Vice Presi-
dent Abd Rabo Hadi.”

“We agreed with Ahmed Ali to hold
a meeting on Saturday July 30 at 11:00
am, but he apologized on Saturday say-
ing he was unable to attend the meeting
while we and around 22 sheikhs [tribal
leaders] were waiting for him at my
house in Sana’a,” said Sinan.

Sheikh Sinan said that neither party
could overcome the other in this fight.

Mohsen Al-Zubairy, a tribal leader in
Arhab and supporter of Saleh’s regime,
explained that the opposition groups
were clashing with three military
camps of the Republican Guards: The
Al-Thawma camp, the Al-Sama moun-
tain camp and the Al-Firja camp.

He said that “the opposition armed
groups are attacking the camps to
be able to take control of the capital
Sana’a, as this military area is the gate
to Sana’a.”

He said that opposition armed groups

have a wide variety of weapons includ-
ing rocket launchers, Katyusha rockets,
armored vehicles, rocket-propelled
grenades, bazookas and different size-
machine guns.

“Other opposition armed groups from

Marib, Al-Jawf, Nihm and Khawaln are
also participating in these battles against
the Republican Guards,” he said.

He added that “there are also armed
men affiliated to the Southern Move-
ment who come from southern areas
to fight with the opposition against the
government forces.”

An anonymous local source who is
aligned with the Islah opposition par-
ty denied the involvement of outside
armed groups saying that “only [local]
tribesmen are fighting on the ground.”

Another local source added that “this
is sedition and the tribal leaders are
trying to calm the situation. Only Ye-
men’s enemies are benefiting from this
conflict.”

“This conflict is related to the anti-
Saleh revolution which started peace-
fully. Some leaders of the Republican
Guards have tried to create armed fronts
to turn the peaceful uprisings into vio-
lent confrontations,” he concluded.

The armed conflict in Arhab district
broke out three months ago after some
units of the Republican Guard attempt-
ed to move from their camps into the
city of Sana’a. This provoked a violent
response from local opposition tribes-
men who claimed this force would be
used against anti-regime protesters in
the capital, or against the First Armored
Division that had sided with the protest-
ers.
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By: Yemen Times Staff
and Agencies

ABYAN, July 30 — Over 15 Yemeni
military men were killed in Abyan dur-
ing the last three days according to state
officials. The men were ambushed by
Al-Qaeda elements who attacked army
units on Friday and later days.

The losing battle with the jihadis and
affiliates of AQAP in Abyan has made
US strategists rethink their policy in the
region regarding this group.

Former US intelligence Chief Dennis
Blair has tried to convince the Obama
administration during a recent security
forum to reconsider the $80 billion a
year it spends to fight terrorism. He said
that CIA drone campaign aimed at Al-
Qaeda is backfiring by damaging the
US-Pakistan relationship. The alterna-
tive is relying more on local forces how-
ever, there are questions on the effecincy
of this approach as well considering that
Al-Qaeda has taken over the city of
Zunjubar in Abyan since May and the
Yemeni state cannot take it back since.

Moreover, there is an undecided group
of Yemeni tribes who regularly change
sides in the conflict areas and who many

times become causalities of the Yemeni
government’s attacks just as reported
in official media on Saturday that Gov-
ernment airstrikes in southern Yemen
targeting Al-Qaeda linked militants
accidentally killed 14 pro-government
tribesmen.

Security official Abdullah al-Jadana
told AFP on Saturday that men from the
Fadl tribe advanced on Zinjibar, killing
two militants and occupying a govern-
ment communications building before
at least three airstrikes hit the area late
Friday, he said. Fourteen tribesmen were
killed in the strike.

Yemeni military forces arrested an
four al-Qaida fighters, including a field
commander, in southern volatile prov-
ince of Abyan, where government forces
have been combating the terrorist group
since May, the country's Defense Minis-
try said Saturday.

"Al-Qaida commander Abdullah
Saeed Omar Habibat and three other
terrorists were arrested by army forces
in separate areas in Abyan, " the min-
istry said in the statement posted on its
website.

"Habibat, who is among the most
wanted terrorists by the Yemeni Inte-

rior Ministry, was arrested in a security
checkpoint between Abyan and the port
city of Aden on Friday, while the three
other al-Qaida-affiliated fighters were
captured during battles at the front line
near Abyan's capital city of Zinjibar on
Saturday," said the statement.

So far the conflict in Abyan has
claimed the lives of tens of Yemenis
from both sides while around 54,000
civilians have fled Abyan to neighbor-
ing areas.

After weeks of pleas for support from
a besieged military brigade near Zin-
jibar, the government sent the first rein-
forcements on Saturday, aiming to flush
militants out of the seaside city.

"The head of the Defence Ministry
sent reinforcements including tanks,
rocket launchers and 500 extra soldiers,"
a local official said.

Residents said dozens were hurt on
both sides in street fighting, after troops
and tribesmen entered the city from the
east. The conflict has created a standstill
in daily life and many of the regular ac-
tivities such as going to work or school
have been interrupted.

In nearby Jaar, Islamist militants who
seized the city in March sent gunmen

to surround and occupy a government
hospital, medics at the hospital told
Reuters.

The militants were now using the hos-
pital to treat their wounded fighters from
Zinjibar, they said. Doctors and patients
were permitted to leave the hospital,
they said, as the militants brought their
own medical team into the hospital.

A local official earlier told Reuters
some 20 militants were killed and doz-
ens on both sides were injured during
the fighting. He said 35 militants had
been killed since the offensive began,
but only confirmed the death of two sol-
diers.

Medical workers in Zinjibar declined
to give an estimate of soldiers' deaths,
saying they were too overwhelmed with
casualties entering the hospital.

Militants who seized Jaar in March
and took Zinjibar in May had taken con-
trol of a football stadium outside Zin-
jibar in June, which the army had been
using as a makeshift supply base.

Troops had been fighting militants
around the soccer field since dawn,
residents and a local official said, and
armoured vehicles shelling the area de-
stroyed part of the stadium.

More casualties in Abyan while US considers 

a different approach with AQAP
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Anti-regime armed tribesmen in Al-Hasaba district of the capital Sana’a 

who entered a 13-day war with Saleh’s forces and now they are on ceasefire
brokered by Saudi Arabia.
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¿É°†eQRamadhan Mubarak
Fierce battles continue between Republican 

Guards and tribesmen in Arhab
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By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, July 31 – Concluding one of 
his longest visits to Yemen of around two 
weeks, UN envoy Jamal bin Omar an-
nounced to media that he is hopeful and 
will return soon for his sixth visit to Ye-
men since January this year.

Bin Omar reinstated the need for a 
peaceful transfer of power in order to 
save the country from a state of collapse.

“It is the time for Yemeni political 
stakeholders to take on their responsibili-
ties towards finding a political solution in
Yemen that is based upon the Gulf initia-
tive,” he said to the media on Friday.

After meeting with officials from
all sides he hinted at a new deal in the 
making, although he did not give many 
details. However, Mohammad Qahtan 
a spokesperson for the opposition coali-
tion Joint Meeting Parties, clearly reacted 
to the UN’s deal by saying that the JMP 

will not enter into any agreements unless 
and until an actual transition of power has 
taken place.

Bin Omar said on Monday that the 
ruling party and the opposition had laid 
down some new conditions that hinder at-
tempts to reach a reconciliation deal.

“I urge Yemen’s various parties to 
reach an agreement immediately that is 
acceptable to all sides to put an end to 
the crisis,” Omar told a news conference 
organized by the United Nations Informa-
tion Centre (UNIC). 

Any solution should meet the Yemeni 
people’s aspirations, the UN official said.

 He stressed that Yemeni political pow-
ers should make an agreement on how 
to enter a transitional period as soon as 
possible.

Jamal Bin Omar said, “There is politi-
cal will in a large number of the political 
leaders, and they are all aware that the 
country’s situation has worsened so much 

so that the people are now suffering and 
cannot tolerate these conditions. The in-
centive is for all to seek the possibility of 
getting out of this crisis.”

On Saturday, the opposition rejected 
the envoy’s offer to start a dialog with the 
ruling party, demanding that President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh first transfer power to his
deputy. But the UN envoy remains opti-
mistic about the future of peace.

The UN has so far been successful 
at not commenting on the Transitional 
Presidential Council or any other initia-
tive created by Yemeni groups to end the 
political stalemate, although on more than 
one occasion bin Omar insisted that the 
solution to Yemen’s problems must come 
from Yemen. The new plan seems in-sync 
with the Gulf initiative, although giving 
it a UN cover which was welcomed by 
all traditional political parties in Yemen, 
while the youth in revolution squares re-
mained indifferent.

The United Nations Development Programme
following position with its “UN Dispensary

Title: UN Physician
Duration of Assignment: 11 months
Duty Station: Sana’a, Yemen

Duties & Responsibilities:

The UN dispensary is funded from cost
in Yemen along with the World Bank and IOM The UN resident agencies present in Yemen are
namely, FAO, IFAD, ILO, UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNDP, UNHCR, WHO, WFP and UNOPS.
dispensary provides overall medical services to all UN, World Bank and IOM staff and their 
dependents. The UN Physician plays a critical role in providing the services and managing the 
UN dispensary along with few support staff periodic medical exa
services;

1. Attend UN Dispensary on part time 
medical services to all UN, World Bank and IOM staff and their dependents; and be on
call during and outside office hours to treat emerge
required; 

2. Perform duties such as out
medical examinations, and vaccination services;

3. Provide awareness and health education to staff;
4. Address work environment and 
5. Diagnose and recommend treatment to all staff and their dependents;
6. Visiting the dispensary
7. Follow up the United Nations established policies and procedur

clearances, sick leave and medical evacuations, and recommend and manage medical
evacuation when needed;

8. Establish good working relation with relevant hospitals, private medical facilities and the 
blood banks;

9. Manage the day to day wo
management, etc;

10. Arrange vaccinations/revaccination to all staff according to WHO regulations;
11. Prepare and submit regular reports on dispensary activities;
12. Accompany patients during medical evacuati
13. Perform any other duties as may be advised by chair of OMT and or WHO

representative.
Qualifications: 

� Degree in Medicine, public health or Population Health Post graduate degree in public
health is desirable.

� Minimum 5 years experience in developing countries and practice in general and
occupational health;

� Experience in Trauma and Emergency Care;
� Experience in Tropical Medicine;
� Previous UN medical system/international medical experience
� Good command on English and Flu

Only Online Applications will be accepted
For further details on the job description and online application, please visit our website at

Response will only be made to short listed
The deadline for receiving applications is

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for the
UN Dispensary”

months 

The UN dispensary is funded from cost-sharing contributions from UN resident agencies present
in Yemen along with the World Bank and IOM. The UN resident agencies present in Yemen are
namely, FAO, IFAD, ILO, UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNDP, UNHCR, WHO, WFP and UNOPS
dispensary provides overall medical services to all UN, World Bank and IOM staff and their 
dependents The UN Physician plays a critical role in providing the services and managing the 
UN dispensary along with few support staff.periodic medical examinations, and vaccination

Attend UN Dispensary on part time 3hours/day, 3days/week, when needed to provide
medical services to all UN, World Bank and IOM staff and their dependents; and be on
call during and outside office hours to treat emergencies. Undertake house calls when 

Perform duties such as out-patient services, emergencies, pre-placement and periodic
medical examinations, and vaccination services;
Provide awareness and health education to staff;
Address work environment and occupational health issues within the UN office;
Diagnose and recommend treatment to all staff and their dependents;
Visiting the dispensary 3hours/day, 3days/week, when needed on a call basis
Follow up the United Nations established policies and procedures regarding medical
clearances, sick leave and medical evacuations, and recommend and manage medical
evacuation when needed; 
Establish good working relation with relevant hospitals, private medical facilities and the 

Manage the day to day work of UN dispensary such as supervision of staff, stock

Arrange vaccinations/revaccination to all staff according to WHO regulations;
Prepare and submit regular reports on dispensary activities;
Accompany patients during medical evacuation and conduct field visits
Perform any other duties as may be advised by chair of OMT and or WHO

Degree in Medicine, public health or Population Health. Post graduate degree in public

years experience in developing countries and practice in general and

Experience in Trauma and Emergency Care;
Experience in Tropical Medicine;
Previous UN medical system/international medical experience.
Good command on English and Fluent Arabic.

Only Online Applications will be accepted
For further details on the job description and online application, please visit our website at

http://jobs.undp.org

Response will only be made to short listed candidates
The deadline for receiving applications is August 13th, 201
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By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SANA’A, July 31 — With the new ini-
tiative of importing unleaded fuel and 
flooding the local market with it, the
lines of cars waiting to refuel outside 
gas stations have ended. However, citi-
zens across the country have complained 
that the increase in fuel prices, especially 
during the traditionally expensive season 
of Ramadan, has caused price hikes.

Some gas stations, such as one on 
Al-Khamseen Rd. in Sana’a, are selling 
regular fuel as unleaded or at the price of 
unleaded, according to locals. Custom-
ers have been told that they have instruc-
tions from the Ministry of Oil to do so 
in order to compensate gas stations for 
the financial losses incurred during the
fuel crisis.

The crisis, which lasted for around 
three months, was caused by a shortage 
in local production as well as difficulty
in transporting oil between cities due to 
insecurity. Minister of Trade and Indus-
try, Hisham Sharaf, has taken the initia-
tive of importing only unleaded fuel and 
selling it at the standard international 

price, double the price of regular fuel.
“This way we can end the black mar-

ket, because the price at gas stations and 
in the black market will be similar, and 
there will be no point for citizens to pur-
chase fuel through the black market,” he 
said.

He said that the state has distributed 
unleaded fuel to all the stations and those 
who are selling unleaded are violating 
the law. Some smugglers will be trying 
to get rid of the quantities they have of 
the regular fuel but soon the quantities 
will be over and only three stations in the 
each cities will be allowed to sell regular 
leaded fuel at the cheaper princes, those 
stations are to be announced later.

“We would like to warn people from 
buying fuel from the black market be-
cause there is no guarantee as to its qual-
ity and using bad fuel will damage ve-
hicles,” he added.

However, there have been outbreaks 
of violence over fuel across the coun-
try. In Ibb governorate two men were 
killed over a quarrel regarding fuel at a 
gas station two days ago. In Al-Dhale’ 
governorate protestors blocked the main 

road between Sana’a and Aden, while 
protestors in Lahj burned a gas station 
and blocked the main road after a violent 
protest march.

In Hodeida, public transport drivers 
have been on a two day strike causing 
long delays for local commuters. And in 
Aden, women demonstrated in front of 
an oil company demanding a decrease in 
oil prices regardless of the type.

“The problem with Yemenis is that 
they are very emotional and many times 
short sighted. They only see the imme-
diate results and do not understand long 
term consequences,” said consumer be-
havior researcher Amatalbari Al-Jawli.

“They were OK lining up for fuel for 
days as long as it was at the regular price. 
It was as if time did not matter. They 
were also forced to buy fuel at exagger-
ated prices on the black market, and that 
also did not matter,” she said. “Now that 
fuel is available and at a price less than 
what they used to find it on the black
market, they are angry.”

She explained that even though Ye-
menis suffered high prices and scarcity 
during the crisis, they are more scared 

UN’s optimism at a political solution 

challenged by opposition

Fuel crisis eases yet tensions remains

Councils compete in lead up to 

transition of power

Taiz receives Ramadan amidst a 

street war
By: Emad Al-Saqqaf

TAIZ, July 31 — The ceasefire from last
Monday in Taiz between armed opposi-
tion men and the regime was broken only 
two days following its signing.

The agreement which stipulated the 
withdrawal of all military units and the 
removal of all armed groups was broken 
when armed men attacked a military ve-
hicle transporting lunch meals to security 
units in Jamal Street in the city.

The armed men killed one soldier and 
wounded two others before taking the ve-
hicle. Street battles have continued since 
noon on Thursday in different areas of 
the city including Al-Masbh, Kulaba, Al-
Rawda, Usaifara, Al-Sateen, and around 
Freedom Square.

An unconfirmed number of people
have been killed and wounded from both 
sides in these confrontations. Civilians 
have also been targeted since a women 
with her daughter were killed last Friday 
in the Kulaba area by shrapnel from a 
shell.

A source from the ceasefire committee
told the Yemen Times that they met on 
Friday and discussed the reasons why the 
agreement has been breached.

“We learned that there are warmongers 
who are attempting to break the ceasefire
because they are benefiting from the de-
terioration in security in the governor-
ate,” said the source.

“We have a great hope that the cease-
fire will work and we are working on the
present problems until things return to 
normal. Especially as we are heading into 
Ramadan when Yemenis usually encour-
age love and ties of brotherhood among 
each other,” the source added.

This situation has confused many of 
the citizens of Taiz and plunged their dai-
ly life into terror and panic. Most citizens 

are unable to go shopping for basic food 
items and do not even have money to buy 
such items, locals told the Yemen Times.

Muslim Yemenis used to receive Ra-
madan with deep delight and traditional-
ly would shop more and buy new clothes. 
However, the security condition in Taiz 
has prevented people from being able to 
enjoy doing so this year.

“Two days ago we started to be op-
timistic that security had improved [in 
Taiz]. We started thinking as to how to 
receive Ramadan this year, since we have 
not received our salaries for this month,” 
Dabwan Saeed, a teacher in Taiz said. 
“But unfortunately the armed groups 
came out again.”

“It is true that we have been receiving 
Ramadan amidst tough financial times
during the past few years, but our suf-
fering has increased this year. We will 
be forced to receive Ramadan with in-
complete pleasure, mixed with terror and 
depression after we lost our security,” he 
said.

“We have become unable to live 
peacefully and we do not know who has 

caused this situation. Is it the regime or 
the revolution?” he added.

Noman Qayed, another citizen in Taiz 
said, “We were used to the sound of the 
mud-canon when we were kids receiving 
Ramadan, and knowing the breakfast and 
Al-Sahoor [an Islamic meal eaten before 
dawn] times. This year we will have our 
breakfast to the sounds of the Republican 
Guards’ canons.”

“We will not be able to walk around the 
streets of the city, or the popular markets 
which have distinctive flavor in Rama-
dan. The present Ramadan will be with 
the flavor of blood and gunpowder. The
sounds of bullets and canon shells have 
killed even the children>s pleasure in re-
ceiving Ramadan, and we are unable to 
go out and practice the annual traditions 
of receiving Ramadan which saddens us 
even more,” Qayed concluded.

Armed conflict broke out in Taiz be-
tween President Saleh’s forces and armed 
opposition men in late May, after Saleh’s 
security forces stormed the anti-regime 
protesters camp, killing over 50 peaceful 
protesters and burning their tents.

An attacked governmental office in June in Taiz by armed tribesmen who
vowed to protect anti-regime protesters against Saleh’s loyal forces. 
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By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, July 31 — Competition has 
begun between opposition parties to 
gain public support for either a National 
Council or a Transitional Council. Both 
councils are supposed to represent anti-
government protesters nationwide.

In Al-Baida governorate, 14 members 
withdrew from a meeting of the National 
Council and announced a preparatory 
committee for the revolutionary leader-
ship council, which is an expansion of 
the Transitional Council in Sana’a.

The National Council including the co-
alition of opposition political parties, the 
Joint Meeting Parties (JMP), along with 
the National Committee for Dialog head-
ed by Hameed Al-Ahmeer, promised to 
announce its members within 18 days of 
July 20. Secretly, opposition leaders are 
choosing six members from each gov-
ernorate, three that are independent and 
three who are JMP members. The criteria 
for membership is not clear yet.

The National Council came as an al-
ternative proposal to the Transitional 
Council formed by activist Tawakul 
Karman, who announced the members 
of the Transitional Council without in-
forming them. The Transitional Council 
has not taken steps on the ground as yet, 
although many anti-government protest-
ers were happy of its creation as a step in 
escalating protests.

“We are getting confused. We wanted 
to have the regime withdraw and fin-
ish the revolution by now, but by every 
party is thinking of their own interests 
and fame, which has made finishing the
revolution hard to accomplish,” said one 
of the anti-government protesters.

The National Council is attempting to 
be more comprehensive and representa-
tive than the Transitional Council that 
consists only of 17 well-known national 
figures. But the National Council has
not included the Houthis who have been 
a main player in the anti-government 
movement since February. The Transi-
tional Council is now trying to represent 
more people by creating preparation 
committees for revolutionary leadership 
in other governorates.

Political analyst, Ahmed Al-Zurqa, 
said that the JMP is trying to gain inter-
national and local support for their ac-
tions by forming the National Council, 
while Tawakul is more concerned with 
the revolution and needed some action 
for escalation purposes.

“The ideas behind the national or the 
transitional council are not yet clear. They 
should have worked together and unified
their efforts for the country’s best inter-
ests and not personalized the revolution 
to gain more interest for themselves,” 
said Al-Zurqa.

Other players in the game include a 
tribal coalition headed by Shiekh Sadeq 

Al-Ahmer, head of Hashid confederation 
of tribes that announced their solidarity 
with the peaceful youth revolution on 
March 19.

The tribal coalition vowed to protect 
protesters and to support the Arhab tribes 
that are currently fighting the state just
north of Sana’a. One of the goals of the 
coalition is to maintain the unity of Ye-
men.

Al-Ahmer said that Yemen’s tribes 
are looking forward to a civil state, as 
the tribes “get bored” of being armed 
and having to carry their weapons all the 
time.

The tribes warned against any assault 
against the protesters, saying that any 
violence would require a reaction from 
their side. They said that they would 
use all means to stop an attack against 
protesters, even if cost their money or 
lives, indicating their readiness for war 
if required. They also called on the re-
gime to immediately stop using its forces 
and military assets against the Yemeni 
people.

Al-Ahmer vowed that president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, who has been hospital-
ized in a Saudi hospital in Riyadh since 
an assassination attempt against him on 
June 4, will only renter Yemen “over Al-
Ahmer’s dead body”. Al-Ahmer added 
that he was not aiming for Saleh’s posi-
tion and that the presidency should only 
be taken by the best qualified person.
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“To make 
Yemen a 
good 
world 
citizen.” 

YT vision statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

The absence of active involvement by the strongest 
and only recognized opponent to the regime during 
the last few weeks has hurt Yemen’s revolution, and 
somehow was behind the creation of the presidential 
transitional council.

The revolution’s youth were always one step ahead of all politi-
cal parties, but even this council seems to have lost its zeal. Now 
we have yet another initiative, this time by former members of the 
ruling party, who although have not registered their own party 
have given it the name ‘Justice and Construction’.

This initiative is another suggestion at a possible transitional 
structure, but one that includes everyone. This is the deal breaker 
between the youth and everyone else.

In a way, the independent youth wanted to mimic Libya’s tran-
sitional council based in Benghazi which received international 
recognition and support instantly. But so far it is not working, for 
three logical reasons. First, the youth don’t have full control over 
any cities, they are sharing authority in some spaces across the 
whole country. Second, whilst the youth have some military sup-
port, they do not have any visible structures that could be recog-
nized as parties to rule the country during a transitional period. 
And	
�    finally,	
�    there	
�    are	
�    no	
�    visible	
�    youth	
�    leaders	
�    agreeable	
�    to	
�    all,	
�    nor	
�    
is there an electoral mechanism through which leaders could be 
elected.

For the same last reason I don’t think the transitional council 
will work. It is a good idea but without much passion or support 
behind it, and therefore it will not work. Also, there is always the 
question of legitimacy.

The best solution for something like this are elections in each 
of the ‘Change Squares’. Cheap and safe elections where protes-
tors	
�    can	
�    cast	
�    their	
�    votes	
�    to	
�    identify	
�    at	
�    least	
�    five	
�    representatives	
�    in	
�    
each square, at least one of whom is a woman. Then those elected 
can then do the talking with others. I don’t see any solution oth-
erwise.

A lot of people ask me whether I see a political solution on 
the horizon. Unfortunately, I know Yemen too well to be able to 
say ‘yes’. We take too long on everything and we don’t get along 
enough to make compromises and put the country’s interests be-
fore our own personal gains. That the truth of Yemeni politicians 
,and I think, of many politicians around the world.
The	
�    US	
�    and	
�    the	
�    UN	
�    and	
�    everyone	
�    else	
�    keeps	
�    sending	
�    officials	
�    

to work things out. The way I see it, nothing will happen until 
Yemenis decide, and I am not talking about Yemeni politicians as 
they are too narrow minded and limited. I am talking about the 
Yemeni people. And we don’t really need the whole people, we just 
need a few people who have brains and passion – only then will 
change take place.

And for that we will have to wait a long long time. Until then we 
might as well try to make use of whatever resources we have to 
make	
�    a	
�    good	
�    living	
�    and	
�    just	
�    get	
�    by.	
�    At	
�    least	
�    until	
�    enough	
�    people	
�    fi-
nally decide to work together for the greater good of the country.
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By: Malou Innocent

The National Interest

The same week U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon E. Panetta 
declared “we’re within reach 
of strategically defeating 
al-Qaeda”—an assessment 

that many believe reflects the efforts of
seven years of CIA drone strikes—for-
mer Director of National Intelligence 
Dennis Blair called America’s “unilat-
eral” drone war in countries like Paki-
stan, Yemen, and Somalia a mistake. 
“Because we’re alienating the countries 
concerned,” Blair said, “because we’re 
treating countries just as places where 
we go attack groups that threaten us, we 
are threatening the prospects of long-
term reform.”

Given that our Nobel Peace Prize-
winning president has drastically esca-
lated the use of these flying, robotic hit-
men, there seems to be some confusion 
at the White House.

Speaking to attendees at the As-
pen Security Forum, Blair said drone 
strikes in Pakistan should be launched 
only when America had the full coop-
eration of the government in Islamabad 
and “we agree with them on what drone 
attacks” should target. As explained 
elsewhere, this author accepts the effi-
cacy of America’s drone war, but with 
enormous reluctance. That said, part of 
Blair’s assessment seems wildly out of 
touch. Why would Washington wait for 
permission from Islamabad to hunt al 
Qaeda?

First, individuals either within or 
with ties to Pakistan’s spy agency have 
collaborated with insurgents that fre-
quently attack U.S. and coalition troops 
in Afghanistan. That doesn’t speak well 
for Blair’s call for joint cooperation. 
Second, we’ve known for years that 
elements within Pakistan have thwart-
ed—on several occasions —foreign-led 
attempts to find and take out terrorists.
Even someone who is not wildly enam-
ored with drones understands the argu-
ment for employing them unilaterally 
when confronted with uncooperative 
governments. Policymakers, however, 
should be weighing the ability to keep 
militant groups off balance against the 
costs of facilitating the rise of more ter-
rorists, particularly in a country as vola-
tile as Pakistan.

A statement even more out of step 

than Mr. Blair’s came from Michael 
E. Leiter, former head of the National
Counterterrorism Center. Earlier this
week at the Aspen Security Forum,
Leiter contended that assessments that
al Qaeda was on the verge of collapse
lacked “accuracy and precision,” and
that al Qaeda’s leadership and struc-
ture in Pakistan “is still there and could
launch some attacks.” He also raised
concerns about the possible long-term
effects of intensive CIA paramilitary
operations on conventional espionage
and analysis for issues like China: “The
question has to be asked: Has that in
some ways diminished some of its stra-
tegic, long-term intelligence collection
and analysis mission?”

Leiter’s comments are troubling due 
to the basis for his concern about the 
effectiveness of counter-terrorism. To 
emphasize why the growing consensus 
that al Qaeda is “on the ropes” is pre-
mature, Leiter noted that the failed plot 
to blow up a vehicle in Times Square in 
May 2010 was carried out by an Ameri-
can trained by the Pakistani Taliban. 
This statement is misguided in what 
it implies. By no means can America 
ensure that terrorists never come from 
Pakistan, or anywhere else. Such an 
aim epitomizes our overreaction to ter-
rorism. It gives planners in Washington 
not only a convenient justification to
prolong the wars we’re already in, but 
also an open-ended rationale to inter-
vene anywhere else. Let’s remember 
that the United States is already fight-
ing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, is 
threatening to launch a third against 
Iran, bombs remote villages in nucle-
ar-armed Pakistan, and has expanded 
operations into Somalia, Yemen, and 
possibly elsewhere. This is especially 
concerning given the current construc-
tion of a not-so-secret U.S. air base  
in the Middle East for more targeted 
strikes in Yemen.

Unfortunately, the President’s choice 
to replace Mr. Leiter, Matthew Olsen, 
said at his confirmation hearing this
week before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee that he would define the
strategic defeat of al Qaeda as “ending 
the threat that al Qaeda and all of its af-
filiates pose to the United States and its
interests around the world.” This, too, 
is problematic. U.S. policy toward “end-
ing the threat” from al Qaeda has been 
mainly through wars and intervention, 

and one of the many unintended conse-
quences of American intervention has 
been the radicalization of Western-born 
Muslims.

Take, for instance, Somalia, where 
Washington has repeatedly tried and 
failed to bring order. Over the past two 
years, as many as 20 Somali-American 
men have disappeared from the Min-
neapolis area. Many analysts fear these 
men were recruited to fight alongside al-
Shabab (“the youth”), the militant wing 
of the Islamist Somali government the 
United States and Ethiopia overthrew 
in 2006. In describing Shirwa Ahmed, 
a naturalized American of the Somali 
diaspora believed to be the first U.S.
citizen to carry out a terrorist suicide 
bombing, FBI director Robert Mueller 
said, “It appears that this individual was 
radicalized in his hometown in Minne-

sota.” Somalia is a classic case of how 
American intervention is forever self-
perpetuating.

Debates over drones should not be 
cut and dry. Scholars, no matter the sub-
ject, should be “intellectually honest.” 
Supporters of counterterrorism can and 
should feel comfortable having reserva-
tions about the tactics employed, given 
Washington’s tendency for threat infla-
tion. Drones may well become Amer-
ica’s new permanent wartime footing. 
Sadly, we will have learned nothing 
from 9/11 if drones provide policymak-
ers a more antiseptic avenue for satiat-
ing their endless appetite for interven-
tion.

Malou Innocent is a foreign policy ana-
lyst at the Cato Institute and blogs for 
The Skeptics at The National Interest.

The convoluted 

debate on drones

By: Safa Mubgar

The Independent

Mark Twain said:”Get 
your facts first, then
you can distort them 
as you please.” For 
many, Yemen is one 

of the least-known countries in the 
world, newsworthy only for Islamist 
militants, or its backward, “savage” 
exoticism. Yet Yemen, situated on the 
south west corner of the Arabian Pen-
insula, cradled successive, significant
civilisations: being ruled by Minean, 
Sabaean and Himyarite civilisations, 
each depending for their fabulous 
wealth on the incense trade. Myrrh and 
frankincense were the oil of the an-
cient world: they fuelled sacred rituals 
across myriad ancient cultures, includ-
ing Egyptian, Greek and Roman. Now 
fast forward through 2000 years of 
colonialism, internal conflicts, dictor-
ship and poverty. Today, buoyed on the 
tidal wave of Middle Eastern uprisings 
and revolts, Yemen is the subject of in-
ternational attention once more.

Although peaceful dissenting voices 
have existed for years (such as the 
southern al-Hirak al-Janubi movement, 
and civil society groups in Sana’a and 
Ta’iz), the immediate impetus for the 
Peace Revolution came in January, 
when events in Tunisia stirred, and 

erupted the night that Mubarak of 
Egypt fell. Yemenis came out in their 
millions – men, and women, teenagers 
and children; townsmen were joined 
by unarmed tribesman (remarkable in 
the second most heavily armed country 
in the world), and then eventually by 
the Political Opposition. Inspired and 
organised, millions protested – setting 
up tents in the main squares. The poor 
people of Yemen, whom many analysts 
thought would not revolt out of under-
development, rose from their poverty 
and with one voice cried “Irhal” (Go!) 
to their tin-pot dictator. Within Yemen 
and beyond, Yemenis began to harness 
the power of solidarity and support 
through traditional and new media: 
handbills, newspapers, blogs, Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube, with magnifi-
cent artistry and creativity.

We tossed and turned with every 
coming Friday; that would be the day 
Ali Abdullah Saleh would Go. But the 
People have endured four months of 
misery: no electricity, no water, no gas, 
no oil; no life. For 33 years, Saleh was 
cruel and exploitative, abusing his own 
people; his removal would seem as 
long, bloody and deceitful as his rule.

First, the JMP (Joint Meeting Party 
– a disparate, mixed group of people
representing the Political Opposition)
tried to negotiate the terms on which
Saleh might step aside peacefully; in-

stead, he began his tirade and simulta-
neously let loose his regime thugs on 
the peaceful protestors, killing scores.

Then, the “Yemen file” was passed
to our Gulf neighbours, especially the 
Sa’udi Kingdom. The GCC (the Gulf 
Cooperation Council) Transition Pro-
posal started a twisted drama more 
suited to a ghastly soap-opera. The 
proposal was flawed in origin and de-
sign, being a selection of Saleh’s state-
ments stitched together, and handed 
to the self-interested GCC. As such, 
it was never going to address the root 
cause of the problem: the corrupt and 
murderous regime. The GCC’s apathy 
left Saleh feeling stronger; he declined 
to sign the deal, and began to provoke 
and attack the people, drawing the 
country and tribes into his cycle of di-
visive violence.

Even now, after an attack on his 
Presidential compound wounded him 
and many cronies gravely, Yemenis 
remain unsure of his condition, since 
the drama continues in some secretive 
hospital in Riyadh. The future of Ye-
men hangs equally in the balance, as 
his sons, nephews and lackeys jostle 
for position and power in his absence, 
and the Opposition continue to be as 
ineffective in his absence as they were 
in his presence.

Meantime, the demands and aims 
of the Peaceful Revolution of Yemeni 

Youth struggle to be heard, both do-
mestically and internationally:

- An end to oligarchic dictatorship,
and its replacement with parliamentary 
democracy;

- A transitional period, to build civil
society and promote rights and respon-
sibilities;

- A separation of powers to ensure
professional judiciary, military and se-
curity forces;

- A rehabilitation of the educational
system, the economy, and national in-
frastructure.

All the People know Yemen’s com-
plexities and problems; no one is 
blindly optimistic but rather, cau-
tiously hopeful. The road ahead is full 
of bumps, twists and turns, with the 
occasional crash ahead; indeed, casu-
alities are already mounting. But to tell 
24 million Yemenis that their hopes 
and aims are not worth the journey 
is to be heartless as well as mindless. 
We don’t know when; we don’t how; 
and we don’t know the cost; but we all 
know for sure that freedom will come 
to those who believe. Freedom will 
come to Yemen.

Safa Mubgar is a Londoner with an 
eye for the world, and a lazy passion 
for culture and books. Also a Springing 
Arab, of the Yemeni variety.

Yemen: It ain’t over till the fat lady sings 

“Freedom”
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By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Inspired by the success 
of Tunisian revolution 
in January this year, an 
independent pro-democ-
racy protester, Hesham 

Al-Ziyadi, decided with a 
group of students and youth to 
demand the stepping down of 
President Saleh.

Al-Ziyadi is a student at the 
Faculty of Mass Communica-
tion at Sana’a University and 
has had a noticeable role in 
the revolution. He isn’t only 
active	
�    in	
�    the	
�    field	
�    but	
�    also	
�    in	
�    
his media-related activities and 
contributions.

In addition to his participa-
tion in all marches and demon-
strations, Al-Ziyadi takes part 
in different political symposium 
and conferences to express his 
views about the revolution.

“Our revolution requires a 
steely determination and con-
siderable efforts to succeed. I 
will continue giving my services 
and contributions to the revolu-
tion tirelessly,” he said.

Recalling his memories from 
‘Change Square’ over the last six 
months, Al-Ziyadi said: “I found 

many lovely and trusted friends 
from different governorates and 
different	
�    political	
�    affiliations	
�    in	
�    
Change Square. We have eaten 
together, dreamt of our new 
civil country and demonstrated 

against the regime together. 
Some of those friends have 
been killed and some seriously 
injured.”

The revolution, according to 
Al-Ziyadi, has two chance of 

success – either via the military 
action of the tribesmen against 
the Republican Guards, or via a 
peaceful solution by the revolu-
tionaries.
Al-Ziyadi	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    

the revolutionary youth are 
determined to cling to peace-
ful means despite the frequent 
violent crackdowns by the 
regime’s security and thugs.

“We don’t want to drag our 
country into a civil war as the 
regime wants. We will endeav-
or to build our new civil state 
without more bloodshed and 
damage,” he said.

“The current clashes between 
the tribesmen and Republican 
Guards are not a civil war. 
Those	
�    tribesmen	
�    are	
�    fighting	
�    
against the regime’s security in 
self-defense,” he explained.

“We are really afraid because 
this regime wants to drag the 
country into a destructive civil 
war. If the regime continues 

its crack down and its brutal 
killing of Yemenis, the people 
will resort to armed struggle,” 
he said.

Over the last six months, 
Al-Ziyadi has received several 
threats from unknown people 
because of his contributions 
towards the revolution.

“Some of my accusers ask me 
what international agencies we 
are working for. Unfortunately, 
the regime accuses us of work-
ing for international agencies 
and receiving money from 
them,” he said. “One accuser 
threatened to put me in jail if 
I continue my revolutionary 
activities, and told me to also 
tell my friends to stop their 
activities.”

“We have received many 
provocations, threats and at-
tacks from the security forces 
and thugs, but we decided to be 
patient,” he said.

“One day, on one of the chan-
nels I described President Saleh 
as the former president and ac-
cused his regime of committing 
many crimes against humanity. 
After my statement I received 
the same threats by known 

people,” he said.
Al-Ziyadi indicated that the 

next few days will be witness 
to several political and military 
surprises.

Speaking about the current 
momentum of the revolution, 
he said: “The revolution has 
started to gather momentum 
after the victories of armed 
people	
�    in	
�    the	
�    fighting	
�    areas.	
�    
These victories have been a 
crucial factor in the success of 
our revolution.”

Asked about the achieve-
ments and advantages of 
the revolution, he said: “Our 
revolution has caused the plan 
of bequeathing power to the 
president’s family to fail, and 
made all people vigorous in 
getting the to corrupt regime to 
step down.”

He added: “The revolution 
has united all people with dif-
ferent political and religious 
affiliations	
�    against	
�    the	
�    dying	
�    
regime. It has convinced all 
people, including Islamists, of 
the importance of establishing a 
civil state.”

Al-Ziyadi listed a number 
of reasons behind the delay in 
the success of the revolution: 
“The excessive force used by 
the Republican Guards against 
Yemenis, the regime’s exploita-
tion of economic resources to 
fight	
�    peaceful	
�    pro-democracy	
�    
protesters, the American and 
Saudi stance on our revolution, 
the opposing parties’ submis-
siveness to initiatives and the 
weak stance of the UN led, have 
all led to a lengthy delay in the 
revolution’s victory.”
Al-Ziyadi	
�    confirmed	
�    that	
�    all	
�    

protesters are united, though 
minor differences still exist 
between them. “We dream of 
establishing a civil and lib-
eral state with the principles of 
justice, dignity, freedom and 
equality,” he said.

Hesham Al-Ziyadi
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New organization hopes to put some 
faith into climate-change discussion

By: Arieh O’Sullivan 
The Media Line 

While Palestinian 
and Israeli leaders 
may not be able 
to agree on peace-
making efforts, 

prominent Muslim, Jewish and Chris-
tian leaders have embraced the idea 
of using religion to boost awareness 
about climate change and preserving 
the environment.

 “The heart of all of our faiths is the 
sense that there is more to the cosmos 
than purely physical components,” 
said Rabbi David Rosen, a leading 
member of the World Council of Re-
ligious Leaders, said at a conference 
to launch the Interfaith Center for Sus-
tainable Development (ICSD). “This 
leads to a sense of connectedness and 
should lead to a sense of responsibil-
ity and obligation to both respect and 
protect it.”

 Religious groups have played a 
relatively marginal role in addressing 
global warming. Most organizations 
focused on the environment tend to be 
secular and humanist. This started to 
change when United Nations Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon acknowl-
edged in 2009 that the world’s religions 
were “an untapped source of hope” to 
influence discussions on global warm-
ing and should use their weight to push 
for policies that protected the planet. 

“When governments, civil society 
and particularly religious communi-
ties work together, transformation can 
take place. Faiths and religions are an 
essential part of that equation. Indeed, 
the world's faith communities occupy 
a unique position in discussions on the 
fate of our planet and the accelerating 
impacts of climate change,” Ban said 
in November 3, 2009 address in Brit-
ain.

 Last April, the Council of Religious 
Institutions of the Holy Land, which 
represents the highest religious author-
ities in Israel and the Palestinian Au-
thority, adopted what became known 
as the “Holy Land Climate Change 
Declaration Project.” 

It called for Muslims, Christians and 
Jews to “reduce their personal emis-
sions of greenhouse gases and to urge 
their political leaders to adopt strong, 
binding, science-based targets for the 
reduction of greenhouse gases in order 
to aver the worst dangers of climate 
crisis.” It also urged adherents of the 
faiths to reassess how they “consume, 
use and dispose of earth’s blessed re-
sources.” 

“Our way of life is out of balance, 
thus our environmental crisis is a spiri-
tual crisis,” said Rabbi Yonatan Neril, 
founder and director of the ICSD, a 
project that brings together Israeli, 
Palestinian, Muslim, Christian and 
Jewish seminary students to focus on 
the environment.

 Speaking at an inaugural forum ar-
ranged by the center, Msgr. William 
Shomali, the Latin bishop of Jerusa-
lem, said religion had enormous scope 
and the message of sustaining the en-
vironment needed to permeate to the 
street.

 “We shall speak in churches and 
synagogues and mosques about how to 
respect nature,” Shomali told The Me-
dia Line. “When we respect creation, 
we are also respecting the creator.”

Echoing Shomali, Rabbi Rosen, 
who is also the International Director 
of Interreligious Affairs of the AJC, 
said religion as humankind’s “most 
important delivery system” in raising 
awareness about preserving the envi-
ronment.

 “In Judaism we are taught one must 
not destroy anything wastefully. It is a 
principle that needs to be emphasized,” 
Rosen said. 

But Haj Salah Zuheika, deputy min-
ister of religious affairs of the Pales-

tinian Authority, said the problem was 
not with theology. 

“The imams do speak of the im-
portance of ecology. What is missing 
is the application of the message,” 
Zuheika said. 

Bishop Shomali said that even 
thought religions hold common prin-
ciples, “the implementation is many 
times in the hands of politicians.” 

Rabbi Rosen stressed that many or-
ganizations working to address global 
warming and environment protection 
were “out of touch” and “not interest-
ed” in what religions are saying. 

“Most of these organizations are 
secular agencies, which tend to be 
staffed by people who are far away 
from religion and have a degree of 
alienation from it,” said Rosen. “The 
question is how to bridge the gulf, the 
secular-religious divide, so that orga-
nizations leading the good fight actu-
ally see religion as allies.” 

But some environmental activists 
said the greening of religion was more 
about ulterior motives than about sav-
ing the world. 

“What is happening with religions 
is that they need to adjust themselves 
to draw people to them because peo-
ple are losing interest, especially the 
young,” Dhyan Or, a long-time activ-
ist of Roots of Peace, an organization 
promoting the removal of land mines, 
told The Media Line.   

“In my personal opinion, there is 
no relation between religion and en-
vironment. To make one is artificial
and purely for marketing. They are 
looking to make religion suitable for 
the changing world and are looking 
for hot items and social issues that are 
attractive. And this goes for the Jews, 
Muslims and Christians,” Or said. 

“Just as they can bring a quote from 
the bible to back caring for the envi-
ronment, you can also just as easily 
say that like the biblical flood, today’s
global warming is a punishment from 
God,” he added.

By: Miriam Kresh 
Green Prophet

Reading the ingredients 
list in any processed 
food is always thought-
provoking. If you really 
want to know what those 

mysterious combinations of letters and 
numbers mean, you have to become 
adept at Internet research. So I suppose 
it could be argued that artificial colors
and flavorings, the various forms of
sugars, like that derived from GM 
beets, addictive chemicals, and strange 
substances like meat glue are actually 
good for us.

I mean, it’s intellectually stimulating 
– tracking down their origins and

possible side effects. Like a puzzle or
a good detective story, right?

Not.
Now how about human genes in your 

drug capsules, dessert, or cosmetics?
The latest stomach-turning 

development in the science of food 
processing is gelatin derived from 
human genetic material. According to 
this article from the American Chemical 
Society, scientists at the University 
of Chemical Technology in Beijing, 
China, are working on culturing human 
collagen genes to yeast. In this highly 
synthesized process, the human-DNA-
laden yeast does what yeast does so 
well, reproducing itself many times 
over and making massive amounts of 
gelatin.  The advantage in this gelatin 
over the conventional animal-based 
kind, is being able to get around 
allergic responses and risk of infectious 
diseases carried by animals, claim the 
Chinese scientists.

Having spoken to a biochemist of 
my acquaintance who prefers to remain 
anonymous, it becomes clear that the 
gross-out factor is the major deterrent 
in our minds. There’s no question of 
cannibalism. It’s not necessary to boil 
down human bones or skin. An inner-
cheek swab would provide enough 
DNA to start the synthesis. According to 
my source, the manufacturing process 
is already well-known and widely used. 
And the original human material is so 
remote from the finished product that
ethical concerns are irrelevant.

Well, it depends on what you consider 

ethical. To observant Jews and Muslim, 
not to mention vegetarians, this kind of 
food is abhorrent.  In addition, humans 
are full of infectious diseases, just like 
animals, so the “cleaner than animal-
based” argument seems specious.

Since this gelatin falls under the safe 
food category, it might not even be 
required to appear on labels. One more 
reason to avoid processed foods. As if 
we needed another reason.

Yet the scientist I spoke to brought 
up another issue: this kind of gelatin is 
essentially another genetically modified
food. It’s not yet known how our bodies 

ultimately react to synthetic foods. We 
were born with enzymes that help us 
metabolize animal and vegetable foods, 
but handling synthetic foods wasn’t 
built into our body’s blueprint. They 
are viewed as irritants by our natural 
systems and treated as such.

Now, what’s an  allergy? Reaction 
to an irritant, isn’t it? And with current 
theories about the origins of many 
cancers coming from constant cellular 
irritation, you really do have to pause 
for thought. Before you treat your child 
to GMO food, swallow a capsule, or 
apply makeup, that is.

Human-based gelatin? Yum!A priest, a rabbi and a minister 
hold a press conference

On the occasion of the World Hepatitis Day, the Model 48 Hos-
pital held a scientific forum (the first of its kind in Yemen) under

the theme “New approaches in diagnosing and treating viral
hepatitis and the prevention ways”.

During the seminar that was initiated with the national anthem and 
some verses from the Holy Quran, Prof.Dr. Yasser Abdulmugh-
ni, Gen. Manager of the 48 Hospital made a welcome speech. “It 
is a pleasure,” Prof.Dr. Abdulmughni said, “to share with you 
this seminar that is the first of its kind in our country on the occa-
sion of the World Hepatitis Day. We are one of the countries that 
need this approach most because we have now an area infested 
with liver virus. I believe that as long as there are specialists and 
consultants who recognize the significance of the matter, we will
do what other countries have done, that is finding a way to estab-
lish a program to combat this disease and curb the increasing rates 
of liver cancer in our country.”

He added, “We should thank Allah that at 48 Hospital, we 
have modern diagnosis instruments that would help us to reach 
a comprehensive national program whose preparations are made 
at this moment and you are concerned with this matter through 
your work today and through reviewing the latest developments 
in this field as well as sharing information. We, the management
of 48 Hospital, are prepared to make all efforts to create a sci-
entific, research and consultative infrastructure the hospital may
need and we will allocate all necessary resources for this purpose 
as long as such results are practically experimented as a means to 
form a plan that would bind the parties concerned with the im-
plementation of the comprehensive national program. At the 48 
Medical City, we are working to establish a center that specializes 
in diagnosis and treating viral hepatitis and liver diseases. There 
were other centers in different fields that had been established
with direction and support from the leadership of the Republican 
Guard in addition to an integral war center that would be added 
to the existing centers at Model 48 Medical City. Finally, I wish 
you luck and success in your work.”In the end of meeting, Prof.
Dr.Abdulmughni mentioned his thanks for all participants from 
NGOs,Specialists,experts and for MSD management reprsented 
by Mr.Ammar AMadhagi,National Manager,MSD,Yemen and for 
its distributor in country , Dawa Pharma.

Another speech was delivered by the Republican Guard Gen. 
Staff, Brig. General Abu Bakr Al-Ghazali who addressed the 
participants by saying: 

“General Manager of 48 Mdeal Hospital, esteemed guests and 
members of the specialized committee concerned with keeping 
abreast of all new developments in diagnosing, treating and pre-
venting liver diseases, 

it is my honor to initiate this function on behalf of the Republi-
can Guard, Brig. General Ahmed Ali Abdullah Saleh who con-
veys his regards and congratulations on organizing this forum. 
The benefit of such scientific seminars is to review what is new
in the field of medicine and its various specialties and in liver dis-
eases to which a World Hepatitis Day was assigned in view of its 

significance and the seriousness and widespread of such diseases
all over the world. We in the Republic of Yemen realize, but you as 
specialists know about this matter better than I do, that this plague 
spreads partly as a result of lack in awareness while it is said 
that prevention is better than cure. We hope this seminar would 
come up with recommendations that emphasize the importance 
of spreading health awareness on all media in addition to direct 
lectures on all occasions. I would like to commend the Republican 
Guard and the Special Forces medical services and the efforts they 
make to hold awareness lectures for all their units. We wish that 
the ministries of information and health would focus on awareness 
campaigns as a part of treatment, which we hope to be a result of 
this scientific seminar.

We extend our thanks to the management of 48 Hospital as well 
as medical services of the Republican Guard and the Special Forc-
es for hosting this scientific forum that would be of benefit to all
its participants, specialists and the government when its outcomes 
are published.

I congratulate you on the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan, 
which we wish to be auspicious and blessing and to be the end of 
our troubles.

Mr.Ammar Al-Madhagi ,National Customer Manager ,MSD 
Yemen, declared:

MSD is a global healthcare leader working to help the world 
be well, we demonstrate our commitment to increasing access to 
healthcare through far-reaching policies, programs and partner-
ships to help people around the world lead healthier lives and also 
we aspire to be the best healthcare company in the world and are 
dedicated to providing leading innovations and solutions for to-
morrow.

Al-Madhagi mentioned more : I want to clarify that the World 
Hepatitis Day is an opportunity 
for society to know the facts about 
Hepatitis C in terms of prevalence, 
modes of transmission, treatment 
ways and the risks of late diag-
nosis and its burden on the social 
& economical situation of Yemen 
, that is why the meeting was an 
opportunity to clarify all this is-
sues in addition to focusing on The 
Dawn of New Antiviral Therapy 
, thus I am really proud of Model 
48 Hospital management that was 
caring in providing the best health 
service in the country by following 
the updated guidelines and theories 
in diagnosis and treatment and ac-
cording the global standards and 
strategies in improving the health 
system.

Al-Madhagi added, MSD as a 

partner is initiative in providing the updated information to im-
prove the awareness and knowledge about different Hepatitis C 
aspects in the country and we will ensure receiving the best ser-
vice for Hepatitis patients not only by providing the proper medi-
cines but via conducting many helpful programs that will improve 
the diagnosis and treatment of Hepatitis dramatically and unprec-
edentedly all together in collaboration with Model 48 Hospital to 
avoid the current situation in the country of starting the diagnosis 
and treatment in the late stage of disease , and for the purpose of 
improving the social and economical burden of Hepatitis C in the 
country , thus we have to know that the hepatitis burden is a part of 
the economical crisis in the country since it affects negatively on 
the productivity of manpower in the different sectors of Yemen’s 
economy so it is a must to start relieving this burden as a participa-
tion to improve our economical crisis.

Last but not least, I want to thank the management of Model 48 
Hospital represented by Prof.Dr.Yasser Abdulmughni,general 
manager for his unique success in development the health care 
system in the hospital and his proposal to start establishing the 
first center in the country for prevention and treatment the viral
Hepatitis and Liver diseases with support and orientation of high-
er leadership represented by the Commander of the Republican 
Guard and Special Forces.

AL-Madhagi closed his declaration by appreciating country, 
regional and the global management of MSD for their support in 
devoting the best resources to flourish the service of hepatitis di-
agnosis, treatment and their efforts to decrease the prevalence of 
Hepatitis in Yemen and finally he showed his greetings for MSD’s
distributor in Yemen Dawa Pharma and its general manager , 
Abbas Aljabal for his cooperation in ensuring improvement the 
health service in the country.

The first and the only national meeting in Yemen
 on the occasion of the World Hepatitis Day

Prof.Dr. Yasser Abdulmughni
Gen. Manager of the 48 Hospital

 General Abu Bakr al-Ghazali

Mr.Ammar Al-Madhagi 
National Customer Manager
MSD Yemen
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Painted face, change square: A protester at Change Square before the march to Sixtieth Street commences on 

June 7th, 2011. Photo by Luke Somers

What happens?

Majnoon in Sanaa
By: Alaa Aj Jarban
Project Yemen

Since the day the revolu-
tion started, Yemenis have 
been suffering from lots 
and different problems in 
all Yemeni cities. There 

are two kinds of suffering now in Ye-
men; the first is the people who suf-
fer financially who can't get/or get
access to fuel, electricity, water food 
and sometimes shelter (this can in-
clude people whom are not active in 
the revolution, and people in conflict
areas).

The second kind concerns the 
people who are actively involved in 
the revolution. These people suffer 
mentally, as they receive threats by 
the national security of hurting them 
and their families, and also suffer by 
witnessing their friends getting cap-
tured by national security, tortured 

and threatened to be eliminated! At 
this point, I'm suffering the two kinds
horribly, so I feel I’m reaching a 
crazy state, which we call in Arabic 
“Majnoon”.

On a personal level, I have received 
and am still receiving threats to be 
eliminated via Phone calls, SMS, Fa-
cebook and even twitter. My phone 
has been tapped for a while, and 
strangers have been trying to kidnap 
me while going out of change square 
and walking in the city a few times 
now. Nevertheless, I had friends who 
got captured and tortured by the se-
curity forces before they release them 
conditionally. They are now planning 
to leave the country. 

This all put heavy psychological 
pressure on me. I can’t go out easily, 
I can’t go out on my own and I even 
can’t stop worrying about my fami-
ly’s safety. The financial pressure also
adds to the troubles. There’s a fuel 
shortage and long lines of cars wait-
ing at empty gas stations on a fake 
hope that they could find few gallons
of fuel and diesel so they can provide 
food for their family. 

The phenomenon of illegal markets 
has appeared, selling all forms of fuel 
at tremendously expensive prices. In 
a country where extreme poverty af-
fects more than 40% of the popula-
tion, this is unimaginably unbearable! 
It’s hard for us to find transportation,
therefore we can’t move easily. 

In Sana’a, we only have electricity 
for one hour a day if not less. That’s 
literally driving people crazy, includ-
ing me. The fact that people living in 
a capital city in the 21st century with-
out electricity, fuel, water or food is 
enough to lead people to lose their 
sanity. 

What’s worse is that we have no 
security at all. Every night we have 
difficulties to sleep because we can
hear random gunfire in most of the
neighborhoods, which is meant to 
scare us. Whether this is planned by 
the falling regime or not, the world 
needs to know that Yemenis are living 
in a severe humanitarian catastrophe, 
which might get worse and we really 
need the international community's
help to survive.

Alaa is a young activist, who has 
been active in the protests from the 
very beginning. He has been work-
ing with media outlets such as BBC 
and CNN and has become one of the 
faces representing the Youth in inter-
national media. Views expressed in 
this account may not represent the 
opinion of ProjectYemen. Translated 
to English by Kim Salmutter. 

By: Faisal Alhashidi
alfaisal8080@yahoo.com

What happens when 
behaviors contradict 
principles, when 
actions contradict 
words, when real-

ity contradicts dreams, when falsehood 
covers truth, when aims are not clear and 
we move towards the unknown, when 
education is understood as dictation, 
when education does not reflect on situ-
ation, when students are taught what to 
think not how to think, when education 
is defined as words, phrases, clauses and
sentences to be memorized and parroted, 
when education is an excuse not a medi-
um, when the wrong definition is given
to education? What happens is chaos.

A question to everyone
What is the definition of education in
your mental dictionary? How do you re-
flect what you study at college on your
life?

What is the ultimate goal of you going 
to college? And do you feel that you are 
achieving that goal by going to college? 
In other words, do you feel that you are 
quenching your thirst of learning there?

Don’t you think that some so called 
educators themselves don’t know what 
and why they are teaching? In that sense, 
classes will dull the minds rather than 
develop them. I am not against college 
education, rather I am for proper educa-
tion.

Before asking for political freedom, 
people should ask for educational free-
dom. They should be given freedom to 
think and create. Minds are curbed by 
educators. I think minds should be freed 
before any sort of freedom. And that is 
the real meaning of freedom. Educators 
should be guides not dictators.

God created this world with an earth 
beneath us and an open spacious sky 
over us. So, our ambitions and dreams 
should be like the open space above, 
as long as they are within the Islamic 
framework.

Youth talk is a exciting section which usually tackles youth 

concerns and gives youth an opportunity to share and 

express their ideas on certain issues. This week, however, 

we decided to compile a small piece on the Holy month of 

Ramadan for all our readers. We hope you enjoy it and send 

us your opinions on Ramadan and what it means to you.

Ramadan Kareem

R
amadan is the 9th month of the Islamic calendar. It’s the 

month that Muslims spend observing the fast and better-

ing themselves in the principles of faith. Islamic months 

follow the lunar calendar, in the same tradition as the 

Jewish community. Therefore, in relation to the solar, or 

Gregorian, calendar, Islamic and Jewish months will annually differ 

by around 11 to 12 days. This means Islamic events will always fall 

roughly around the same time in the Islamic calendar, but always on 

a different date in the mainstream solar calendar.

This	
�    year,	
�    Ramadan	
�    begins	
�    in	
�    the	
�    first	
�    week	
�    of	
�    August,	
�    depending	
�    
on the sighting of the moon, and will end approximately 30 days after 

in	
�    the	
�    first	
�    week	
�    of	
�    September,	
�    when	
�    Muslims	
�    conclude	
�    the	
�    month	
�    
with festivities and celebrate Eid.

Allah	
�    (SW)	
�    says	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Holy	
�    Qur’an:	
�    “O you who believe! Fasting 
is prescribed for you as it was for those before you, so that you may 
learn self-restraint.”	
�    (Qur’an,	
�    Surat	
�    Al-Baqara	
�    2:183).
Ramadan	
�    is	
�    the	
�    month	
�    in	
�    which	
�    the	
�    Qur’an	
�    was	
�    sent	
�    down	
�    as	
�    a	
�    

guide	
�    to	
�    mankind	
�    and	
�    to	
�    give	
�    clear	
�    signs	
�    for	
�    guidance	
�    and	
�    judgment	
�    
between right and wrong.

Fasting during Ramadan did not become an obligation for Muslims 

until 624 C.E., at which point it became the third of the Five Pillars 

of	
�    Islam.	
�    The	
�    others	
�    are	
�    faith	
�    (Shahadah),	
�    prayer	
�    (Salah),	
�    charitable	
�    
giving	
�    (Zakah),	
�    and	
�    the	
�    pilgrimage	
�    to	
�    Mecca	
�    (Hajj).

Muslims fast to discipline their body and mind. The absence of 

food	
�    and	
�    drink	
�    and	
�    other	
�    pleasures	
�    provides	
�    a	
�    perfect	
�    opportunity	
�    to	
�    
concentrate on prayer and worship. Not having the luxuries of life to 

hand	
�    makes	
�    it	
�    easier	
�    to	
�    reflect	
�    on	
�    life	
�    and	
�    be	
�    grateful	
�    for	
�    what	
�    we	
�    do	
�    
have. Muslims use this month to start afresh and give their life a new 

direction.

Many	
�    Muslims	
�    use	
�    Ramadan	
�    to	
�    make	
�    resolutions,	
�    similar	
�    to	
�    New	
�    
Year’s resolutions. It is a time when they decide how they want to live 

their life for the next year and try their very best to adhere to their 

new commitments. Commitments such as greater commitment to 

God and faith. Ramadan is a time when Muslims can introduce prac-

tices	
�    into	
�    their	
�    life	
�    to	
�    reflect	
�    their	
�    religious	
�    identity.	
�    A	
�    lot	
�    of	
�    Muslims	
�    
have a desire to pray more and learn more about Islam. Others wish 

to	
�    be	
�    better	
�    and	
�    nicer	
�    people	
�    while	
�    some	
�    want	
�    to	
�    learn	
�    Qur’anic	
�    Ara-

bic	
�    to	
�    better	
�    their	
�    understanding	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Holy	
�    Book.	
�    For	
�    these	
�    people,	
�    
Ramadan is the best opportunity to begin this grand affair with some-

thing so personal and spiritually enlightening.

Allah	
�    says	
�    in	
�    a	
�    Hadith	
�    Qudsi:	
�    “Fasting is for Me and I will reward 
for it. He gives up his desire and his food and drink for My sake.” 

(Narrated	
�    by	
�    Al-Bukhaari,	
�    7492;;	
�    Muslim,	
�    1151).
Allah	
�    has	
�    promised	
�    the	
�    people	
�    that	
�    the	
�    reward	
�    for	
�    good	
�    deeds	
�    and	
�    

actions during the holy month will be multiplied greater than usual, 

and this encourages many to increase their level of worship and 

prayer.	
�    Ramadan	
�    does	
�    make	
�    it	
�    easier	
�    for	
�    Muslims	
�    to	
�    observe	
�    their	
�    
faith though, largely because all Muslims are following the same 

pattern and so they are always offering each other moral support and 

encouraging each other to do better. Ramadan brings people much 

closer than normal as they forgive each other for any misdemeanours 

of the past, forge new and positive relationships and treat each other 

with greater respect.

Let’s	
�    try	
�    to	
�    make	
�    this	
�    years	
�    Ramadan	
�    better	
�    than	
�    the	
�    last	
�    one,	
�    
because	
�    it	
�    only	
�    comes	
�    once	
�    in	
�    a	
�    year	
�    and	
�    because	
�    we	
�    don’t	
�    know	
�    if	
�    
we	
�    will	
�    be	
�    alive	
�    to	
�    witness	
�    it	
�    next	
�    year.	
�    Let’s	
�    try	
�    to	
�    make	
�    it	
�    a	
�    month	
�    of	
�    
worship and a month of helping those in need.

We	
�    wish	
�    all	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    staff	
�    and	
�    readers	
�    a	
�    happy	
�    and	
�    blessed	
�    
Ramadan.

Shahr mubarak w saum maqbul Insha’Allah

Feel	
�    free	
�    to	
�    reply	
�    and	
�    share	
�    your	
�    stories,	
�    poems,	
�    feedback,	
�    and	
�    
opinions	
�    with	
�    other	
�    young	
�    readers	
�    by	
�    sending	
�    an	
�    e-mail	
�    to:

ytyouth@gmail.com.

Information management Consultant (Nutrition cluster)  

External Vacancy No. 13/2011

UNICEF	
�    Yemen	
�    Country	
�    Office,	
�    Sana’a	
�    seeks	
�    highly	
�    qualified	
�    Yemeni	
�    candidates	
�    to	
�    support	
�    the	
�    informaƟon	
�    management	
�    and	
�    monitor-
ing	
�    system	
�    of	
�    our	
�    nutriƟon	
�    cluster

DuraƟon	
�    of	
�    work:	
�    	
�     6	
�    months	
�    iniƟally	
�    but	
�    renewable	
�    up	
�    to	
�    11	
�    months
LocaƟon:	
�    	
�     	
�     Sana’a	
�    with	
�    frequent	
�    travel	
�    to	
�    emergency	
�    sites

Specific	
�    Tasks

Build	
�    capacity	
�    	
�    of	
�    the	
�    NutriƟon	
�    cluster	
�    partner’s	
�    (Government,	
�    INGOs	
�    &	
�    Local	
�    NGOs	
�    etc)	
�    staff	
�    for	
�    managing	
�    NutriƟon	
�    informaƟon	
�    1.	
�    
during	
�    emergencies	
�    through	
�    provision	
�    of	
�    technical	
�    guidance	
�    and	
�    on-‐the	
�    -‐job	
�    training	
�    of	
�    the	
�    focal	
�    persons.	
�    
Conduct	
�    trainings	
�    for	
�    familiarizing	
�    service	
�    providers	
�    for	
�    proper	
�    handling	
�    of	
�    data	
�    at	
�    the	
�    field	
�    and	
�    establishing	
�    monthly	
�    reporƟng	
�    2.	
�    
mechanism.	
�    Train	
�    cluster’s	
�    partners	
�    including	
�    government	
�    and	
�    the	
�    nutriƟon	
�    focal	
�    point	
�    in	
�    the	
�    targeted	
�    governorate	
�    to	
�    familiarize	
�    
them	
�    with	
�    the	
�    general	
�    ICT	
�    concepts	
�    to	
�    handle	
�    the	
�    informaƟon	
�    plus	
�    general	
�    orientaƟon	
�    on	
�    the	
�    reporƟng	
�    and	
�    monitoring	
�    mecha-
nism	
�    during	
�    emergency.
Assist	
�     technical	
�    group	
�     in	
�    preparaƟon	
�    and	
�    finalizaƟon	
�    of	
�     the	
�    training	
�    curriculum	
�    in	
�    nutriƟon	
�     informaƟon	
�    management	
�    during	
�    3.	
�    
emergencies.
Manage	
�    the	
�    NIMS	
�    Ɵll	
�    the	
�    Ɵme	
�    web	
�    NIMS	
�    is	
�    in	
�    place.4.	
�    
Manage	
�    Web	
�    based	
�    NIMS.5.	
�    
Train	
�    the	
�    cluster	
�    partners	
�    for	
�    the	
�    use	
�    of	
�    web	
�    based	
�    NIMS.	
�    (May	
�    have	
�    to	
�    visit	
�    different	
�    ciƟes).6.	
�    
	
�    Ensure	
�    integrity	
�    of	
�    the	
�    system	
�    by	
�    pursuing	
�    the	
�    partners	
�    for	
�    provision	
�    of	
�    data.	
�    7.	
�    
Prepare	
�    and	
�    disseminate	
�    periodic	
�    reports	
�    for	
�    NutriƟon	
�    cluster	
�    partners.8.	
�    
Assist	
�    in	
�    analyzing	
�    the	
�    reports.9.	
�    
	
�    IdenƟfy	
�    and	
�    report	
�    on	
�    near	
�    future	
�    response	
�    prioriƟes.	
�    gaps	
�    in	
�    assistance	
�    and	
�    areas	
�    of	
�    in-‐effecƟve	
�    service	
�    delivery.10.	
�    
Streamline	
�    methods	
�     to	
�     share	
�     informaƟon,	
�     using	
�     internet,	
�     e-‐mail	
�     groups,	
�    wriƩen	
�     reporƟng,	
�     verbal	
�     feedback	
�     at	
�     coordinaƟon	
�    11.	
�    
meeƟngs;
CoordinaƟon	
�    with	
�    other	
�    clusters	
�    and	
�    their	
�    working	
�    group	
�    informaƟon	
�    managers	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    complimentary	
�    data	
�    products	
�    with	
�    12.	
�    
their	
�    IM	
�    systems	
�    and	
�    cross-‐sectoral	
�    analysis	
�    of	
�    informaƟon	
�    on	
�    the	
�    disaster	
�    response.
IdenƟfy	
�    and	
�    promote	
�    the	
�    localizaƟon	
�    or	
�    handover	
�    of	
�     informaƟon	
�    management	
�    services	
�    to	
�    appropriate	
�    agencies	
�    as	
�    appropri-13.	
�    
ate.

Expected	
�    background	
�    and	
�    Experience

Yemeni	
�    	
�    NaƟonal;•	
�    
BSc	
�    Degree	
�    in	
�    public	
�    health/nutriƟon,	
�    Management	
�    InformaƟon	
�    System	
�    (MIS)	
�    or	
�    Computer	
�    Science	
�    or	
�    StaƟsƟcs	
�    or	
�    related	
�    •	
�    
disciplines.	
�    
At	
�    least	
�    5	
�    years	
�    relevant	
�    professional	
�    work	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    the	
�    above	
�    field	
�    •	
�    
Work	
�    experience	
�    with	
�    database	
�    design,	
�    data	
�    management	
�    and	
�    analysis•	
�    
Knowledge	
�    of	
�    informaƟon	
�    systems	
�    and	
�    databases,	
�    with	
�    an	
�    emphasis	
�    on	
�    user	
�    needs/requirements,	
�    database	
�    design,	
�    database	
�    •	
�    
distribuƟon	
�    and	
�    map	
�    producƟon	
�    
Ability	
�    to	
�    work	
�    well	
�    with	
�    people	
�    and	
�    to	
�    give	
�    “hands-‐on”	
�    training	
�    with	
�    database	
�    is	
�    required•	
�    
Techniques	
�    of	
�    data	
�    organizaƟon	
�    and	
�    management•	
�    

Professional	
�    experience	
�    and	
�    technical	
�    skills:

Prior	
�    experience	
�     in	
�     the	
�    field	
�    of	
�     informaƟon	
�    management	
�     in	
�    emergencies	
�     for	
�     a	
�    humanitarian	
�    agency	
�     (preferably	
�     the	
�    UN,	
�    •	
�    
UNICEF	
�    in	
�    parƟcular).	
�    
Prior	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    managing	
�    web	
�    based	
�    databases	
�    including	
�    GPS	
�    spaƟal	
�    databases	
�    (development	
�    and	
�    deployment).•	
�    
Prior	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    system/network	
�    administraƟon.•	
�    
Prior	
�    experience	
�    of	
�    imparƟng	
�    trainings	
�    and	
�    conducƟng	
�    workshops.•	
�    

Language	
�    skills	
�    required:	
�    	
�    

Fluency	
�    in	
�    English.	
�    •	
�    

Other	
�    skills	
�    and	
�    aƩributes	
�    required:	
�    

Excellent	
�    communicaƟon	
�    and	
�    facilitaƟon	
�    skills.	
�    •	
�    
Ability	
�    to	
�    relate	
�    well	
�    to	
�    people	
�    and	
�    to	
�    work	
�    in	
�    a	
�    mulƟ-‐cultural	
�    environment•	
�    

If	
�    you	
�    meet	
�    the	
�    requirements	
�    stated	
�    above,	
�    please	
�    write	
�    in	
�    confidence	
�    enclosing	
�    comprehensive	
�    curriculum	
�    vitae,	
�    duly	
�    completed	
�    
United	
�    NaƟons	
�    Personal	
�    History	
�    form	
�    (which	
�    can	
�    be	
�    downloaded	
�    from	
�    	
�    www.unicef.org/employ)	
�    staƟng	
�    telephone	
�    number,	
�    email	
�    
address	
�    and	
�    detailed	
�    contact	
�    address	
�    quoƟng	
�    the	
�    vacancy	
�    number to: yemenhr@unicef.org	
�    not	
�    later	
�    than	
�    10	
�    days	
�    from	
�    the	
�    date	
�    of	
�    

this	
�    publicaƟon.	
�    	
�    	
�    For	
�    addiƟonal	
�    informaƟon	
�    on	
�    UNICEF,	
�    please	
�    visit	
�    our	
�    website:	
�    www.unicef.org

UNICEF, a smoke-free environment, is an equal opportunity employer.  Qualified	
�    females	
�    are	
�    encouraged	
�    to	
�    apply. Only short listed 

candidates will be contacted.



Khalid, 10 years experiece  4
in administration, 
documentation, secretariate. 
Fluent in English, computer 
skill. 711239117
BA degree in French,  4
computer diploma, have an 
experince for 5 years in the 
following field: secretariate 
and administration, sales and 
marketing, logistics and 
teaching. 777565320.
Bachelore in accountancy  4
from Sana'a university, 
diploma of secretary, Excel 
(computer), courses in 
English, good written and 
spoken, store keeper for 3 
years, inventory control and 

purchasing followup for 6 
years, site administtrator for 
one year. 733409652
Indian National, master  4
degree in commerce above 
15 years experience as 
senior level in commercial 
office manager, marketing, 
project stc.
ready to join immediately 
with good companies.
711445354
Bachelor of accountancy  4
from Sana'a
University diploma of 
secretary and computer 
courses in the English good 
in writing and specking, 
store keeper for 3 years 
inventory control and 
purchasing follow up for 6 
years site administrator for 
one year.
733409652
Bachelor degree in English,  4
computer diploma, have an  
experience for 5 years in the 
following fields: secretary 
and administration , sales 
and marketing, logistics and 
special courses in French 
language. 777565320
mohammed_ismeil18@
yahoo.com
Faisal Qasem, working as a  4
translator for 12 year and 
business letters. I want a part 

time job as a translator.
Contact: 777 187 490 or 777 
679 057 
Fawaz Al-Sabri, Bachelor  4
degree of E, diploma in 
accounting, d. in computer, 
Trading correspondence and 
Yemen soft program, Tow 
years experience of 
accounting, one years 
experiences of teaching. I'd 
like to work in anything of 
me specialization.
Tel: 733298154  Email: 
fawaz.alsabri@yahoo.com 
Teaching Japanese Language  4
in Sana'a and Freelance 
Japanese inter prater.

 Please call:736876882
Bachelor in English  4
language    I have experience 
in Business correspondence 
administration work. 
734510405
Gamal, Bachelor degree of  4
English, diploma in 
marketing, diploma in 
computer secretarial & 
Experiences as a treasurer. I 
would like to work in any 
ares of my  specialization.
777004207 
Mahmood bachelor degree  4
in English, computer and 
marketing courses one year 
experience in the United 
Insurance company in Taiz 
as a promoter.
mahmoodhizam@yahoo.
com. 713405946
Bachelor of computer  4
science - India & years 
experience in desktop 
application programming. 
733300597
RadFan Haza'a. Police  4
officer. Excellent English. 
work as police supervisor, 

participated in peacekeeping 
forces of U.N as 
international supervisor. 
Desire for working as 
bodyguard or security officer 
in any embassy.

 Contact: 733312226
Bachelor in Radio and T.V  4
media from Aden university 
many of professional 
capacity in the T.V-Radio 
Productions. computer skills

 Contact : 735869554
Diploma in business, 5 years  4
experience in accounts & 
correspondent. fluent in 
English, computer skills. 

 Contact: 735627704
Doploma degree in English,  4
I would like to work with an 
forign company even as 
adriver.
 Yazeedready@yahoo.com
 700001870-733498650
BA in English Faculty of  4
Arts Taiz University Tofel 
557, Diploma of computer 
secretary fast typist. 

 Sana'a 713900528
Master diploma in (English)  4
is seeking a job in Sana'a 
Long experience in teaching 
English.
 777584644 - 733496587
Qualified translator - entrap  4
English /Arabic and vice- 
versa. Jamal - 733245514
Free lance translator High  4
skilled expert. Mammon - 
736913669
Professional English teacher,  4
all levels. Aden. 771433797, 
734201785
Nadia Mukhtar - single,  4
native Indian, obtained 
English and secretary 
diploma with  Excellent 
grade, experienced in 
graphics, commercial 
correspondence, translation, 
excellent communication 
skills, wants to work in Taiz 
mobile: 771648313
Diploma in civil Engineering  4
3 years, Experience in Road 
survey. Good knowledge of 
English, computer skills. 
Taiz: 734383275

Qualified female teachers  4
for English, Maths & 
Science, teach 
studentsagefrom 5 to 10 

years old. To work in avery 
healthy & Productive 
enviromment. teachers 
should be nonaccented 
English speakers.

 733811430  
E.mail:rainbows@y.net.ye
Part time accountant  4
required: bachelor degree, 
excellent English and 
Arabic, computer literate. 
Send detailed CV to 
jobsys3@gmail.com
A student Advisor is  4
required with the following 
qualifications:

Excellent speaking and1.
writing skills in both
Arabic and English.
Abilith to work well2.
within a team or on own
initiative
Excellent computer and3.
Internet skills.
Excellent typing skills4.
(Arabic and English).

To be considerde, please email 
your CV to Jobsys3@gmail.com

Bachelor of Economics (BA  4
Economics) and master of 
sociology (MA, Sociology) 
past graduation in computer 
application (P.G.D.A) 
Excellent command over 
written. Spoken English. 4 
years Glut Experience  in 
secretary, store keeper. 
SUNIL near University of 
Science  & Technology 
Hospital. 713430545 
Lessons at Home, evening  4
classes in English, math, 
book keeping & accounting. 
Reasonable rates. Qualified 
& experienced teachers.
bashuaib@yahoo.com
736567517
Marketing officer institute of  4
development impact CV 
please send to fax number 
454077

Aden, Al-Tawahi 4thfloor  4
appartment, contains 4 
bedrooms, hall, big balcon, 
seaview. Jabar 771433757, 
734201785
New offices are available for  4
rent at Aman Tower - 
Zubairy street . 735870015
We have apartement for rent  4
consists of three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bathroomes  
and a hall. Location in 

Mujahad street.
Contact: 711140184
Appartment without  4
furnture. contains 3 
bedroom, hall, 2bathrooms, 
kitchen.
Abo Ali: 777448617
New apartments for rent at  4
Hadda. Sabaa Bank 
buildings 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and a Diwan

 733869522 - 770567930

Mitsubishi - Pajero year  4
2003, Mileage 170 000km 
Engine ia in excellent 
consition.
Tel: 733174993
Car for sale: Toyota Camry  4
2000, golden color, good 
condition, maintained by 
foreighner. Price $9000 (non 
neegotiable). V. Christopher  
733816219, 733712299.
Car for sale: 4
Company/Model: Hyundai- 
2004, Colour- Light Gray, 
Good Condition & 
maintained by foreigner, 
Price: 6000 USD (Six 
Thousand USD-Non 
Negotiable) for more details 
plz contact: Basim 
Abdulfatah 71175382
Brand / Hyundai 4
Vehicle model / Centnal
Calar /Black / gray
Year / 2005
To contect Tel/ 735229229/ 
7141414414/ 735229229 
Toyota "Echo" 2001 custom  4
duty paid color - silver, was 
used 5 years in Dubai 4.5 in 
Sana'a the second owner 
good condition, wheels, 
battery - new air conditioner, 
radio, cassette player Extra - 
some presents for a car. 
Price: 4,800 $ (American $)
Contact: 01-621412      
mob:711673699
BedRoom (used) contains of  4
(double Bed, wardrobe, 
Hairdo, Extension drawers 
and Bed Brushes.)
 Mobile:777395261
CANON Power shot SX130  4
IS, Digital Camera new, 
12x700m, 12.1mp, HD 
Movie. Included, 4gb 
memory, Tripod, Pouch, 
Battery charger.

 Contact:733219800
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Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank   274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  

Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871

MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975  Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546

INSURANCE COMPANIES
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

  Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029        Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

  Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

  Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,    Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
  01 266375   

Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

  Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593 
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

AL-JANDUL Supermarket.  Tel: 01-422610

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 
02-221270

Falcon Holidays 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

 Classifieds

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

❒For Sale   ❒Required ❒Available   ❒For Lease
❒For Hire/Rent ❒Job Require ❒Situation Vacant ❒Others

Details:

Contact Address:

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. contact:  268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics & 
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
• Packing/Land Transportation.
• International door to door services.
• Warehousing /Logistical planning.
• Customs clearance/Local

Visa/Documentation handling.
• Real Estate Services.
• Ticking Reservations & General
  Tourism Services.

• Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo



By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

It all started through a Facebook 
announcement in 2009. A lady 
from Jordan, who had successful-
ly launched an initiative to gather 
children’s books and distribute 

them to kids who otherwise would not 
have the opportunity to read, decided to 
broaden the project. She called the ini-
tiative Kitab Kitabak which translates 
to ‘My Book, Your Book’.

“My friend Amani Al-Baba saw the 
information on Facebook posted by 
Hana Al-Ramli from Jordan asking for 
people in other Arab countries to join 

her initiative My Book, Your Book. So 
we did,” said Ola Abu Shaar, who is 
currently leading the project in Yemen.

Ola and her friend Estand Shukri 
were among the first to work with 
Amani because they had studied library 
and information sciences in college, 
which made them more interested in 
promoting the initiative.

“So many of us were excited; we had 
a meeting and during the Yemeni Book 
Exhibition in 2009 we announced the 
initiative,” said Ola.

The group talked to the exhibition’s 
visitors and decided to create four col-
lection points for used children books 

in Sana’a. The 
Yemeni Book 
Authority was 
supportive and 
gave the team two 
wooden libraries, 
which the team 
then  filled with 
donated books.

“Once we were 
organized, we 
gathered as many 
books and as much 
support as possi-
ble, even from or-
ganizations. Then 
we decided it was 
time to find out 
where to distribute 
them,” said Ola.

A team of 
around seven vol-
unteers sorted and 
categorized the 
books and restored 
some which were 
in poor condition 
in order to make 
them usable. They 
reached out to 
possible recipients 
from civil society 
organizations on 
the condition that 
the organizations 
must allow chil-
dren in the neigh-
borhood to have 
free access to the 
books and provide 

them with a friendly space in which to 
read them.

The first time the books were distrib-
uted was in February 2010, in coordi-
nation with the Milad Al-Amal Asso-
ciation for widows and their children. 
They were distributed after the team 
checked feasibility and verified that the 
association would allow all children to 
use the library for free.  The room that 
the organization dedicated for the li-
brary was originally a plain old storage 
room, but the team cleaned and deco-
rated it and, because they had an artist 
among them, even created drawings on 
the walls.

Once the place was ready, they in-
stalled the first library and invited 
neighborhood kids to come and use 
it. They also organized a launching 
session whereby the team read stories 
for the kids, making sound effects and 
using gestures to draw them into the 
imaginary worlds in the books.

“The children were so excited -- for 
most of them it was the first time some-
one had actually read a story for them. 
I believe this created a cultural change, 
because after one month we visited the 
library and found that it has grown in 
size because other children contributed 
to it.  It was their point of pride,” said 
Ola.

The initiative then teamed up with 
the British Council initiative “I Love 
My Book,” which held an event at 
Sabeen Park. Artist and team member 
Amani Al-Baba drew for the children 
and wrote for them. Other artists, such 
as Bilqis Jaroon, carved pumpkins and 
created different attractions such as the 
puppet show.

In the park there was also a story 
reading session every half-hour on 
the opening day, and at each session 
the children gathered around the story 
reader, filled with awe.

Moreover, the Kitabi-Kitabak team 
invested in people and trained 40 li-
brarians in schools in dealing with chil-
dren, organizing children’s libraries, 
and encouraging kids to read. They also 
provided the schools with children’s 
books.

The team has also 
demonstrated they are 
willing to expand to 
new places, reaching 
out to patients in the 
kidney section of Al-
Thawra Hospital. Their 
next step is to work 
with children with dis-
abilities, even blind 
children, and provide 
them with books they 
can enjoy.

The beauty of this 
project is that they 
do it all as volunteer 
work.  As such, they 
are always looking 
for new helpers.  “We 
need shelves that can 
be hung on walls, cupboards and li-
brary shelves, and furniture. We always 
need books mainly Arabic books, and 
most importantly we need people who 
have enough creativity and artistic and 
drawing skills to help enrich the chil-
dren’s experience,” said Ola.

Kitabi Kitabak: An invitation to read

The story of Hana

Hana Al-Ramli, who started the Kitabi 

Kitabak initiative in Jordan, came up 

with the idea after all her children had 

grown and she realized that she had 

over 700 children’s books at home. 

She decided to do something with 

them, created a library for Palestinian 

refugees, and invited children between 

the ages of 5 and 17 to read. 

Today this project has grown into a 

small center and has participants have 

decided to spread the initiative across 

the Arab world.

Ola Abusha’ar organizing a library for children at 
the hospital ward.

Artists Bilqees Jaroon and Amani Al-Baba decorating a 
library for children in a charity.

Children reading story books in a campaign entitled “reading for all” in coor-
dination with Alnoor Foundation.

Amani Al-Baba reading to the children and using sound 
effects to keep them in the story at alsabeen park.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638 
Fax: (967-1) 441630 
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com 

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328 
Fax: (967-2) 377716 
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye 
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper
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For more information on this 

initiative contact

olala80olala@yahoo.com
Children enjoying colors and books on 21st July open day initiative for Al-
Hasaba victims.

Faces from 
Yemen’s 
Revolution
on page 4




