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By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A,Aug 10 — A tribal arbitration
led by sheikh Abd Al-Jaleel Sinan, trib-
al leader of Arhab, 30 km north Sana’a
is still working to end the armed con-
flict between the Republican Guards
and opposition tribesmen which erupt-
ed three months ago.

Sinan who has been involved in
the mediation efforts since the begin-
ning of the conflict recently met the
commander of the Republican Guards
Brigadier General Ahmed Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, defected general of the First
Armed Unit Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar and
other opposition leaders and clerics to
end the ongoing battles which killed re-
cently over 70 people of both sides and
injured many others.

Around 40 armed men of Arhab
tribesmen were killed in battles which
broke out again late July and 30 sol-
diers of the Republican Guards were
also killed in these fierce confronta-
tions, according to Sinan.

The armed tribe consider themselves
revolutionaries and side by the oppo-
sition groups including the traditional
opposition parties, defected military
or the independent youth. The Arhab
tribes consider themselves the fending
point between the Republican Guards
and the protestors in Sana’a.

The association of the defected gen-
eral is not clear yet although he has
been accused by the state to support
the armed tribes in Arhab. However,
Sinan approached him because of his
influence on the revolutionary tribes in
Arhab who share the same political and
religious sentiments.

“Saleh’s secretary in Al-Riyadh
called me last Thursday and told me
that Saleh said to me “You are the tribal
leader of the area and your responsibil-
ity is to solve the problems in Arhab”.
The secretary said that I should reply
because the president was listening to
me on the speaker of the telephone and

AFP

A military helicopter hovering over Arhab district where three camps for the Republican Guards
are located.

I said that I'm still doing my best to
end the conflict,” Sinan told the Yemen
Times on Tuesday.

The success of the mediation efforts
now is pending on Saleh’s son, chief of
the Republican Guards, to respond to
the proposed points suggested by de-
fected general Al-Ahmar to reach peace.
which mainly stipulate a four-month
ceasefire, the return of stolen military
equipment by both sides, the formation
of a hazards-assessment committee and
in general hard and serious work to end
the conflict, according to Sinan.

“The last reply from Ahmed Ali was
that “I will discuss it with the Vice
President Hadi” he said “Now we are
still waiting for him to reply to the pro-
posed points.”

“The situation nowadays is relatively
calm, but night battles are still ongo-
ing,” said the chairman of the media-
tion committee “However we will con-
tinue our efforts to end the conflict.”

Conflicts in this region have affected
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Peace in Arhab pending on President’s son’s response

the domestic avian routine because of
its proximity to Sana’a International
Airport. Since the conflict started the
airport has shut down temporarily sev-
eral times and many flights were either
cancelled or diverted to other ports in
and outside Yemen such as Aden and
Jeddah.

Moreover, Arhab is home to Sheikh
Abdulmajid Al-Zindani who is head of
the Islah Party’s Shoura Council and
who is also president of the Eman Uni-
versity for religious studies and who is
also in the United States black list for
Al-Qaeda supporters.

The Yemeni government claims that
the tribal elements in the area are ji-
hadis or religious fanatics associated
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off and on for the last three months.

with Al-Qaeda. Locals told the Yemen
Times one month ago that all the war-
ring tribesmen are loyal to the Islah
Islamic opposition party. The state-
owned media has been accusing the
influential Islamic cleric Al-Zindani of
standing behind the armed groups.

Al-Zindani denied this accusation
and said in support of peace “It is ille-
gal for the tribesman to kill the solider
and at the same time it is illegal for the
solider to kill the tribesman without an
order from the court.”

The state-owned media has been also
accusing defected general Al-Ahmar of
supporting local opposition tribesmen
in Arhab with military equipment and
some military officers without present-

ing any evidence for that until now.

Sheikh Sinan said on this issue “We
have heard this from the state-media,
but no evidence were given and no
fighters of the first armored division
[which commanded by Ali Mohsen]
were captured to prove that.”

The armed conflict in Arhab dis-
trict broke out three months ago after
some units of the Republican Guards
attempted to move from their camps
into the city of Sana’a. This provoked
a violent response from local opposi-
tion tribesmen who claimed this force
would be used against anti-regime pro-
testers in the capital, or against the First
Armored Division that had sided with
the protesters.

Signs of the damages in Arhab north of the capltal c1ty Sana’a where armed conflict has been going

The conflict zone of Arhab is an im-
portant military position to the capital
Sana’a as the Sana’a International Air-
port located in this area and it is also
as the gate to Sana’a city. Therefore, if
the three military camps of the Repub-
lican Guards located there fell into the
hands of opposition, this means Sana’a
will be under the control of the opposi-
tion, according to Mohsen Al-Zubairy,
a tribal leader in Arhab.

The Republican Guards body, which
is still loyal to Saleh’s regime amidst
six-month nationwide protests demand-
ing an end to Saleh’s regime, is the
most-well-equipped and trained forces
of Yemen’s army and its number forms
the third of the national army.

Yemen’s fate discussed

By: Amira Al-Hussaini

SANA’A, Aug 9 (Global Voices) — The
United Nations Security Council just is-
sued a statement expressing grave con-
cern about the situation on the ground in
Yemen - and the pressing humanitarian
needs and deteriorating economic situa-
tion following months of protests calling
for the overthrow the Ali Abdullah Saleh
regime.

US Ambassador to the UN, Condo-
leeza Rice tweeted:

@AmbassadorRice: Today, I told the
SecCouncil that an immediate, peaceful
& orderly transition is in the best inter-
est of the people of #Yemen.

WomanfromYemen cautions

Meanwhile, on Twitter the discussion
continues on the future of the coun-
try and whether Saleh, who was being
treated in Saudi Arabia for wounds he
sustained in a bomb attack two months
ago in the capital Sanaa, would return to
Yemen or not.

@WomanfromYemen: dont trouble ur-
self w/whether #saleh will return or not,
the real Q is will the ENTIRE system
remain the same or will there B change?

#yemen

Yemen Updates notes:

@yemen_updates: Whether #Saleh
returns or stays in #Saudi forever, he
now knows by heart the majority of
#Yemeni hate him. They've had it, kha-
las. (Enough!)

And Dima Khatib wonders:

@Dima_Khatib: Saleh is going home,
Saleh is not going home, Saleh is going
home, Saleh is not going home! #Ye-
men

Ibrahim Mothana concludes:

@imothanaYemen: Vagueness
ambiguity at its peak in #Yemen

The humanitarian and economic situ-
ation, meanwhile, continues to burden
Yemenis. On her blog, Woman from Ye-
men, writes that she has 22 hours of no
electricity at home during Ramadan, the
Muslim month of fasting. She says they
break their fast (Iftar) on candle light:

“Iftar under the candle light sounds
great, but it's not. It's one thing to en-
joy iftar under the candle lights for one
night, it's completely a different story if
it's something constant, which it is. Since
the start of the holy month, with the ex-
ception of today, we have lacked elec-
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tricity for 22 hours of the day. We devour
every minute of that hourly electricity
we're getting. We often have so much to
do during that previous moment. When
the heavenly lights turn on, we jump
with excitement. One of us quickly steps
outside to turn on the water pump and
the other gets the vacuum cleaner. Some
days we both just turn on the computer
and pray that internet connects quickly
before electricity shuts again. Before we
sleep my husband and I make sure to
charge our two phones, two computers
and of course our re-chargeable small
lamp. At least if we charge those when
electricity is cut we're able to use word
for work or watch a movie on the com-
puter to entertain ourselves.”

Woman from Yemen says the security
situation is also leaving her jumpy:

“Sensory Overload for the past week,
I've been on edge, with ears as strong as
satellite antenas. I hear EVERYTHING
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and anything that sounds remotely close
to a gunshot or an explosion I stop and
think about it. I then turn to get a con-
firmation from my husband or anyone
nearby that what we heard was NOT
an explosion. Given that we are having
DAILY random fireworks and lots of
thunderstorms, it's often hard to differ-
entiate between thunder, fireworks and
explosions. This is making me on edge
with every little sound and making my
husband really irritated by my constant
questions.”

Living expenses are also on the rise.
She writes:

“Need a salary increase please $$$$
To go to our favorite cafe it used to cost
us 250 Yemeni Riyal one way by taxi,
now it's at least 500 YR. Fuel prices
used to be 1,500 YR per dabba (20 li-
ters), when fuel shortage occurred it
went up to almost 9,000 YR in the black
market. It now went down to 3,500 YR
and it is widely available (hence the traf-
fic jams). While the prices has doubled
from the original 1,500 to 3,500 YR I'm
surprised that people are not complain-
ing and in fact happy that we at least
have fuel.

Unlike the ghost town that Sana'a be-
came for a short while, traffic jams are
now back. The worry I have, and what
seems very likely is that these price in-
creases in fuel, transportation, and basic
food items will stick even if prices are
reduced.”
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Power network
attacked again

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Aug 10 — Two days after re-
pairing them in Nehm district, northeast
of capital Sana’a, electric power trans-
mission lines were attacked again last
Monday, according to Yemen’s Public
Electricity Corporation.

The corporation stated that the trans-
mission lines in Marib governorate
were exposed to two attacks by ‘unlaw-
ful elements’.

Repeated Attacks on power transmis-
sion lines led to daily extended power
blackouts all over Yemen.

Yemenis in coastal areas were the
most affected by these cuts. They held
several demonstrations and protests de-
manding providing them with power.

Earlier this month, the government
accused some opposing tribesmen in
Nehm of attacking the transmission
lines but the tribesmen denied their in-
volvement in the attack.

However, four teams of Yemeni en-
gineers repaired damaged power trans-
mission lines in Nehm last Sunday
and the electricity worked well again,
according to Mohammed Al-Shaibani,
the general manager of power supply
lines in Yemen.

Speaking to the Yemen Times, Al-
Shaibani indicated that the team of en-
gineers was able to repair the damaged
power transmission lines after nego-
tiation with the tribesmen who allowed
them to work safely.

“The attacks were fierce and the
power supply lines were badly hit,” he
said. “It was very difficult for the en-
gineers to repair damages because the
power supply lines are stationed be-
tween separate mountains and above
steep valleys,”

However, Al-Shaibani didn’t rule
out that the power supply lines will be
attacked again and again. “We cannot
guarantee that the electricity will be
well all the time. This thing is out of
our control and attacks on power sup-

ply lines always surprise us,”

According to Al-Shaibani, making
repairs to the damaged power supply
lines requires expensive spare parts
and skilled engineers. “It costs us a lot
when we repair these lines.”

Suffering of Hodeida’s locals

Locals in Hodeida lived the past days
in harsh circumstances as the electricity
in the poverty-stricken governorate was
cut daily for long hours.

Bilquis Ali, 21, complained about the
power outages in Hodeida that led her
two-year-old daughter to suffer from
skin diseases.

“My daughter keeps crying all time
due to absence of power and high tem-
perature. The situation is unbearable
and the concerned bodies should not let
us in such bad circumstances,” she said
whereas the electricity was off.

“We urgently need the electricity,
especially in these days. I don’t care
about who cut the power I want only
power to live properly with my family,”
she said.

Locals in Hodeida said that they can-
not sleep well due to the electricity cut
and high temperature. Subsequently,
they held several marches in protest
of electricity cut, demanding a quick
tackle for the problem

They hold the government and the
Public Electricity Corporation respon-
sible for the repeated power cuts.

Redhwan Al-Absi, a resident in Ho-
deida said that the locals in Hodeida
blocked one of the Hodeida’s streets
but the security crack downed them and
arrested some of them.

Al-Absi accused the regime’s of-
ficials and president’s son, Ahmed, of
electricity deliberately cutting to pun-
ish the Yemenis who demand the ouster
of the president.

People in Hodeida demanded putting
limit to the tampering with the electric-
ity, calling for the government to be
more interested in their people.

Demands to release journalist Abdulelah Shayi

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A Aug 9 — One year has passed
since journalist Abdulelah Shayi’” was
detained by political security forces on
August 12,2010. Shayi’, who is accused
of being the “media man” for Al-Qaeda
in Yemen, is serving a sentence of five
years in prison for allegedly collaborat-
ing with the global militant group and its
leaders in Yemen. The journalist’s arrest
followed al-Jazeera’s publication of his
2009 interview with Yemeni-American
cleric Anwer al-Awlaki. Al-Awlaki tops
the U.S. list of terrorist threats.

Abdulelah Shayi’, 34, worked for the
state-run Saba news agency when he
was detained. He was found guilty of
“participating in an armed gang, having
links with Al-Qaeda and for taking pho-
tographs of Yemen security bases and
foreign embassies to be targeted by the
terrorist organization,” said

On the first memorial of his deten-
tion, the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate
organized a summit to discuss his situ-
ation. They also planned a silent march
to Change Square in Sana’a, where anti-
government protests have taken place
since February. But the march didn’t
happen due to heavy rain.

Sheyi”s trial lasted for six months
before the courts announced a verdict.
The long duration prompted many hu-
man rights activists to claim that he did
not receive a fair trial. The human rights
groups were happy to receive news that
President Ali Abdullah Saleh intended
to pardon Shayi’, although, they empha-
size, the pardon has not been confirmed.

“The pardon wasn’t signed officially
or maybe it was but it wasn’t announced
officially, as the American pressure
stopped Saleh from making it,” said
Shayi’s voluntary lawyer, Abdul Rah-
man Barman.

Once the news of the presidential par-
don was out, President Saleh received
a call from the US President Barack
Obama who expressed his concerns
about releasing a journalist with links
to Al-Qaeda, the White House website
reported. The pardon procedures have

since stopped.

Shayi’ continues to receive his main
salary from the state, but his monthly
bonus has been cut.

There is a widespread belief in Yemen
that the U.S. was behind Shayi”’s detain-
ment, as he was the first local journalist
to investigate the al-Ma’jala’s massacre,
in which U.S. airstrikes killed 52 Yemeni
civilians.

An alliance of 12 human rights orga-
nizations and three human rights activ-
ists was founded under the name of “The
Sixth of Ramadan Alliance” to advocate
for the release of Shayi’ and Kamal
Sharaf, another journalist. According to
Fatima Al-Aghbary, a member of the
group, the Alliance has performed weak-
ly since Shayi”s verdict emerged.

Security authorities have not allowed
anyone but Shayi’s family to visit him in
prison, and there have been no definitive
statements about his health condition,
according to his voluntary lawyer Abdul
Rahman Barman. Barman never stood
to defend Shayi’ in the hearing sessions,
because of Shayi’’s persistent rejection
of the trial. Throughout the proceedings
he demanded that the court bring the po-
litical security agents who “kidnapped
him for 35 days before the trial had
started”. He also demanded the return of
the belongings that were “stolen” by his
“kidnappers”, including his laptop, from
which most of the trial’s evidence was
taken.

Most of the evidence in the trial con-
sisted of electronic documents located
on Shayi’s desktop, alleged to be letters
between Shayi’ and al-Awlaki. This fact
leads Barman to think that much of this
evidence was fabricated after the laptop
was confiscated.

“I requested a visit last week consid-
ering all the legal procedures for such a
visit but the authorities rejected it justi-
fying that the responsible employee was
not there. That’s never the case. Anyone
in the Interior Ministry should take the
request by fax and reply later but this
time they rejected it with no good rea-
sons,” said Barman.

His family is allowed to visit him

Yemenis rejoice over Mubarak’s trial

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA'A, Aug 9 — Many Yemenis have
expressed deep satisfaction with the on-
going trial of former Egyptian president
Husni Mubarak. He was called to the
dock on Wednesday.

They described the trial as histor and
fair, hoping that Yemen’s President Ali
Abdullah Saleh too will face the same
destiny.

Agog Yemenis gazed at TV channels
that aired the first session of Mubarak’s
trial with his two sons and some of his
associates. The spectators were optimis-
tic about the due course of justice.

Sufyan Jubran, 26, a pro-democracy
protester, said that Mubarak’s trial is
clear evidence that the will of the people
is paramount.

Jubran hopes that President Saleh will
also be on trial for his crimes. However,
he thinks that Saleh will never come back
to Yemen despite the circumstances.

“Saleh knows and realizes his crimes
against Yemenis. He knows the number
of people who were killed under his or-
ders so he wouldn’t dare to return,” said
Jubran.

“The killings among pro-democracy
protesters were done through orders and
supervision of President Saleh,” he said.
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“This president has affronted millions
of Yemenis during his reign and has de-
stroyed their dreams and future. Rightly
so he deserves a trial as much as the next
president.”

Khaled Al-Ansi, a prominent lawyer,
told the Yemen Times that the Muba-
rak’s trial is a logical end for all tyrants
and violators of human rights.

“If Mubarak subjected to the will and
demands of the people he would not be
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facing this fate,” said Al-Ansi.

“Other leaders should learn a lesson,
by watching Mubarak’s downfall,” he
said.

Al-Ansi too indicated that President
Ali Abdullah Saleh may face the same
fate, pointing out that Saleh has commit-
ted more crimes than Mubarak.

“Unfortunately, President Saleh got
many great opportunities that guarantee
he will not face prosecution, but his pol-

icies will bring him to the courtroom,”
he said.

Al-Ansi indicates that Saleh will face
two kinds of trial: Either an interna-
tional trial or national trial. However, he
said that the national trial would not be
conducted by the current judiciary, but
rather through a newer model after re-
structuring it.

“Even if Saleh decided to stay in Sau-
di Arabia he will be tried in absentia,” he
said. “Saleh deserves to answer for this
crimes more than Mubarak. He has de-
stroyed the country’s institutions, weak-
ened and spoiled the judiciary,”

However, Al-Ansi didn’t rule out
that Saleh may well rush towards pen-
ning his signature to the gulf initiative
to avoid the same destiny of President
Mubarak.

Saud Faisal, Yemeni resident in Saudi
Arabia told the Yemen Times that Muba-
rak used to insult his people during his
reign but now he is insulted in front of
millions of people.

“I hope to see president Saleh in the
same cage to relieve the unrest of mil-
lions of Yemenis and to relieve the pain
of martyrs’ families,” he said.

“Yemenis seek to see all tyrants like
president Saleh in the cage with their
criminal associates.”
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Journalist Abdul Ila’ Haider Shaye

only once every week, but recently they
were barred from seeing him for a month
without any clarification.

“Even when we are allowed to visit
they [the political security] treat us bad-
ly’ said his elder brother, Khalid Shayi’.
“They prevent us from bringing him
food or books, they keep us waiting for
hours and once we meet they call him
after around five minutes.”

He added that Shayi’ hasn’t com-

plained of physical torture but that the
political security for sure expose him to
continuous psychological torture. Shayi’
suffers arthritis pain and has some respi-
ratory problems. “We tried to bring him
some honey for treatment but even that
they didn’t allow,” said Khalid.

During the trial, he used to stand smil-
ing behind the bars. His family reports
he still has the same smile no matter
what he is suffering from

EMBASSY OF INDIA, SANA'A
INDEPENDENCE DAY, 2011

The Embassy of India, Sana'a cordially invites all Indian
nationals and Persons of Indian Origin in the Republic of
Yemen, along with their families, to join in the celebrations
of the 65th Independence Day of India on Monday, the 15th
August, 2011 at the Embassy premises (Off Street No. 24,
Near Y Building, Haddah Zone, Sana'a). They are requested
to assemble at the Embassy by 0845 hours, as the flag
hoisting ceremony would take place sharply at 0900 hours.

[Mobile phones / bags etc. are not allowed inside the
premises.]

Passport Lost

My name is Nacer Hassan. I lost my passport in
the border between Oman and Yemen during
4/3/2011. The passport is a travel document
issued by the United Nations Community
of Refugees Register in Republic of Ireland,

Dublin.

My address in Ireland as in my passport:
40 The OVAL, Tully Vale,
Cabintelly, Dublin 18.

Any body finds this passport please contact
me on this number in Republic of Yemen:

715550071
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The Force unaccounted for in Yemen

By: Nadwa al-Dawsari

ne month have passed

after the presidential

palace bomb in which

the president and se-

nior government figures
were seriously injured and evacuated
to Saudi Arabia for medical treatment.
Between conflicting media reports
about the health condition of Presi-
dent Saleh’s and the possibility of his
returning back, Yemeni people are in
complete information blackout. While
the political scene is stagnant, the se-
curity and humanitarian situation seem
to be deteriorating rabidly. At the same
time, recent military moves particu-
larly from the Republican Guard and
Air Force indicate that military clashes
might override political settlements ef-
forts. The US, Brits and EC have been
leading an effort with the Saudis and
GCC for peaceful transfer of power that
starts with Saleh’s stepping down and

transferring his authorities to the Vice
President. This seems to be facing re-
sistance from Saleh’s family which has
a strong grip over military and security
forces.

On June 26, Ahmed Ali, Saleh’s
son who is the commander of the Re-
publican Guard, issued a press release
for the first time indicating that the
Military follows the orders of the Vice
President. The following day, Repub-
lican Guard forces aided by Air Force
launched massive attacks against the
anti-regime tribes in Arhab and Nehm
Villages. At least 23 people have been
killed, 70 others were injured and more
than 1000 families were displaces,
some of them sought refuge in caves in
mountains. In addition, 112 houses and
15 water wells were destroyed during
the bombing. At the same time, RG has
intensified bombing with heavy artil-
lery the Protests Square and other areas
in Taiz. Taizis are known to have led
the Youth revolution in many cities in

Yemen including Sanaa and Taiz. Orga-
nized armed tribes from Taiz declared
support and protection to the protesters
after the Freedom Square was burned
down by Republican Guard leaving at
least 100 people killed on May 29th.
At the political level, the scene is not
clear to the Yemeni public. The fate of
the president is unclear and Yemenis
know nothing apart from some media
leaks. The international and regional
efforts seem to be far from those who
started this movement in Yemen, the
youth and the people. There is a grow-
ing discontent among youth and pro-
testers in the Squares about the role that
the US and the Saudis particularly have
been playing. They believe that the US
and Saudi intervention has much de-
layed the success of the Yemeni revo-
lution and is trying to push for a deal
for political settlement that promotes
the continuity of the remains of the
current regime so that the Saudis can
continue their control over Yemen and

the Americans ensure they maintain
cooperation in the war on terror. The
youth and opposition coalition, JMP,
have during the previous months is-
sued statements to assure the US that
the coming government will be coop-
erative in fighting terrorism. But today
they feel frustrated that even this did
not encourage the Americans to take
a firm stand to support the demands of
the Yemeni people for change.

In South Yemen, militants have es-
tablished a stronghold of the city of
Zenjibar in Abyan and have been in
fierce fights with a small military unit.
Local media reports said that military
forces were intentionally withdrawn
from Abyan two month ago to give an
opportunity to militants to capture the
city and establish a base for their opera-
tions. Today, the military unit sent an
SOS for military support and supplies
to help the unit break from the siege
that militants have put them under for
about a month now. The strategic city

of Aden is next on the agenda of the
militants.

In tribal areas, looters block main
roads and sometimes demand money.
Although the tribes tried to secure
the main roads by establishing tribal
checkpoints, there are additional check-
points that were set by some gangs and
the Huthis. Tribesmen sometimes take
an alternative road to commute to the
capital city of Sanaa. In Aljawf, fierce
clashes continue between the Huthis
and pro-opposition tribes for more than
three months now and have resulted
in the deaths of hundreds from both
sides.

In Abyan, Aljawf, Sanaa, Arhab,
Nehm, and Taiz over 40 thousand Ye-
menis are displaced because of the re-
cent clashes and are in great need for
basic needs and shelter. Severe shortage
of fuel and diesel continues resulting in
the closure of many businesses and so
many people were laid off. Food prices
tripled and gas price increased by over

600% and are sold in the black market
mostly by Republican Guard and Cen-
tral Security Officers, both under the
command of Saleh’s son and nephew.
People line up in front of gas stations
for days to fill in their car tanks only
to be turned away sometimes because
there is no gas. A number of people
have been reported killed because of
gun fighting in gas station queues.

Beyond diplomatic efforts, the youth
in the squares and the political elite,
there is a large segment of the Yemeni
people who seem to be unaccounted
for. Those are the poor people who are
being crushed because of the deterio-
ration of economic situation and soon
will have to fight their way to feed their
children probably presenting another
major challenge to the already difficult
and complex situation in Yemen. The
question is whether or not they can af-
ford to wait for a political settlement or
peaceful transfer of power that seems
to be taking forever.

The real battle is still in Egypt

By: Raza Naeem

revolution  that  was

thirty years in the mak-

ing, which divided the

army, toppling a discred-

ited and corrupt regime,
which despite regular rigged elections,
was little more than a dictatorship and
one of the West’s lynchpins in preserv-
ing its strategic interests in the Middle
East; and when the overthrow came, in
the dead of night, was cheered by mil-
lions, whose support had made it pos-
sible.

The Egyptian revolution, described
above, occurred on July 23, 1952, when
a group of nationalist military officers
— communists, Islamists and neutralists
among them - overthrew the regime of
King Farouk and inaugurated a series
of similar popular uprisings across the
Arab world in the 1950s, lasting un-
til the fag-end of the 1960s (with the
emergence of Muammar Qadhafi in
Libya in September 1969). Surely, the
historic importance of this event and
the contrast will not be lost on the Arab
revolutionaries of the present, who ear-
lier this year overthrew the despotic
regime of Hosni Mubarak, which had
similarly lasted for three decades, as
they celebrate and commemorate the
1952 revolution while confronting the
challenges of the post-Mubarak order,
dominated largely by the military, as it
did post-1952.

Yet a contrast of the 2011 uprising
with the 1952 Revolution is not only in-
structive but even vital, not just for the
victorious insurrectionists in Tunis and
Cairo, but across the Arab world. The
1952 revolution in Egypt, approaching
its sixtieth anniversary year in 2012,
barely merits such a description even
in standard textbooks and histories
of the subject, which see it little more
than a military coup. Unlike the 2011
uprising, it was led by nationalist mili-
tary officers and not by the Egyptian
masses; popular mobilizations from
below came much later following the
overthrow of King Farouk and the
consolidation of the revolutionary or-
der. The aims of the revolution were to
end the occupation of Egypt by British
troops — which were still in control of
the Suez Canal despite granting formal
independence to the country in 1922 —
destroying the power of the landlords
and the monarchy as well as ending the
corruption of political life in the coun-
try under the rule of the Wafd Party, not
different from the rule of Mubarak’s
National Democratic Party, despite the
former’s anti-colonial origins.

Gamal Abdul Nasser, who soon es-
tablished himself as the charismatic
leader of the revolution, was remark-
ably in tune with the hearts and minds
of the Arab masses; he had a vision not
just for Egypt but for the entire Arab
world: a vision of Arab unity which
would reverse centuries of colonial

dominance of the Arab world as well
as the humiliation of the nakba — the
dispossession of Palestine by Israel in
1948. As a first step, he nationalized
the Suez Canal in 1956, a move wild-
ly applauded throughout not just the
Arab world, but across continents. The
former colonial powers in the region
— Britain and France — as well as the
new expansionist power — Israel — were
determined to punish this act of intran-
sigence by an Arab leader. How could
they behave otherwise, especially since
they had not bothered asking for per-
mission from Washington? Only the
word regime change had not been in-
vented at that time. So they organized
an air raid to topple Nasser; the raid not
only failed but enhanced Nasser’s con-
trol over Egypt and his prestige across
the Arab world. Not only that, but in
a sequence reminiscent of the current
wave of Arab intifadas in Tunis, Cairo
and across the Arab world, the (Nas-
serist) infection spread: first to Bagh-
dad where in 1958 radical nationalist
and communist army officers over-
threw the hated Hashemite monarch;
then to Sana’a in North Yemen where
radical army officers ousted another
Arab primitive in 1962; and even in
Damascus, radical Baathists (though
mercifully not of the Assad variety)
came to power in 1966 promising to
turn Syria into the Cuba of the Middle
East. A year later, the unthinkable hap-
pened: a Marxist guerilla group drove
out the last vestiges of British control
from south Arabia to proclaim a Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic of (south)
Yemen, a first in the Arab world.
Then, in 1969, first in Sudan, and
then in Libya, radical army officers
came to power; in the first instance
with the support of the Sudanese Com-
munist Party (one of the largest in the
Arab world) and in the second, disman-
tling both the monarchy and the Whee-
lus airbase, the largest American base
in the Arab world. The revolutionary
upheavals were given further succor
by the triumph of the Algerian Revolu-
tion led by the socialist FLN in 1962
against brutal French colonial control
after a debilitating war. The Egyptian
Revolution put in place a highly egali-
tarian socio-economic program which
broke the power of the landlords, na-
tionalized basic industries thus provid-
ing free education, health, housing and
employment to the ordinary Egyptian
and despite its ill-conceived absorption
of the Egyptian Communist Party and
a top-down military model, was partic-
ipatory to a large extent. Furthermore,
it did not shy away from giving support
to other liberation struggles, be it the
Palestinians or fellow revolutionar-
ies in Yemen and Algeria, fighting the
forces of colonialism and reaction.
After Egypt’s union with Baathist
Syria in 1958, there was a real oppor-
tunity to unite with republican Iraq for
the formation of a great Arab super-

power with material bases in Egypt’s
Nasser, Syria’s communists and Iraq’s
oil, but that attempt was put paid to by
foolish internal differences, something
which would be regretted for years
later given the tragic events that were
to follow. The revolutionary Egyptian
regime remained a thorn in the side of
Western imperialism — now led by the
United States — and the conservative
order in the Middle East, led by Zionist
Israel and Wahabi Saudi Arabia. Both
the latter would return to haunt the re-
gion with a vengeance — helped by the
former - after the catastrophic defeat
of the Arab-Israeli war of 1967. Nasser
survived the defeat but the revolution
did not outlast his own death in 1970;
the absence of a capable successor
and the authoritarian model instituted
thereby ensured that the revolution died
with the great man. As Egypt passed
onto the hands of lesser men and the
legacy of Egypt’s revolution was repu-
diated first by Anwar Sadat and more
thoroughly by Hosni Mubarak, the im-
pact of the retreat was felt everywhere.
As the heirs of Nasser found the power
of Israel and Saudi Arabia too tempt-
ing to reject, the regimes in Baghdad
and Damascus degenerated into family
dictatorships which massacred com-
munists and Islamists alike; the regime
in Sana’a became a tribalistic cabal
buttressed by Saudi hegemony, while
in Aden feuding communists could be
said to paint a similarly dismal picture;
while in Sudan and Libya, the revolu-
tionary leaders flirted with Islamism,
no doubt the flavor of the month. With
the implosion of the Soviet Union and
the rise of a unipolar world, many of
these dictators, no doubt seeking to be
on the ‘right’ side of history, made their
peace with their former nemesis and
were accepted into Washington’s fold.
The tragic occupations of Afghanistan
and Iraq did nothing to undo the op-
pression and economic misery these
dictators unleashed on their subjects.
Here again, Egypt led by example:
having made an unpopular peace with
Israel and opened up the economy to
neoliberal infitah par excellence, it was
rewarded with massive military aid by
the United States making it the second
largest such recipient (second only to
Israel), while the Saudis poured gener-
ously to its favoured beneficiaries — the
Muslim Brotherhood — now that the un-
godly Nasser was no more. But amidst
all this pottage, no serious alternative
to the status quo in Cairo was really
permitted by Washington and Riyadh,
as Mubarak became indispensable too
to Israel as a valued adjunct in the oc-
cupation of the Palestinians in Gaza.
Given these abysmal conditions, it
was no surprise that when the despot
was finally overthrown by a popular
uprising, first in Tunis — tragically
helped by the self-immolation of an
unemployed graduate — and then in
Cairo. The primacy of geography isn’t

important but what is, is the fact that
unlike the upheavals of the 1950s and
1960s, it was the Arab people them-
selves who were involved in the mobi-
lizations and the victorious uprisings;
and spontaneously, without the kind of
organization which was evident in the
former. And it did not stop in Cairo, but
spread across the Arab world, shaking
sultan and colonel alike. The momen-
tum was heaviest in tiny Bahrain, Lib-
ya, Syria and Yemen. In Bahrain, the
Wahabi royals were rescued from the
ignominy of having a democratic non-
confessional state on the Saudi border
by the intervention of fellow Wahabis
from Riyadh; in Libya, the US inter-
vened directly to prevent another or-
ganic uprising from reaching Tripoli,
with the result that the rag-tag army of
would be ‘rebels’ composed mostly of
exiled Libyan businessmen and rogue
generals is now totally in thrall to im-
perialist motives, not excluding oil; in
Syria, the family dictatorship of the
Assad dynasty is under threat from a
serious uprising, which to its credit has
rejected foreign intervention outright;
while in Yemen, the dictator Saleh has
not returned from Riyadh since being
seriously injured in the uprising against
him: he would no doubt be receiving
valuable advice there from fellow-dic-
tator- in- exile, the Tunisian Ben Ali.
Even the reactionary Saudi state was
not spared from the wrath of its rebel-
lious would-be women drivers.

But where would the Saudi royals
seek refuge when their own benighted
population revolts against them in a
more serious uprising? So far they have
managed to calm their local population
by million dollar handouts, as well
as spreading the cash around in Bah-
rain, Yemen and even in Egypt (where
it has gone to the military which is in
charge). The roles of the US and Saudi
Arabia in aiding the forces of counter-
revolution are not dissimilar to what
happened in the wake of the 1958 Iraqi
revolution, when US Marines landed in
Beirut to inoculate the corrupt strong-
man Camille Chamoun against popu-
lar secular-nationalist currents; and
later with the help of the British, they
did the same for the Israeli-American
protectorate in Jordan.

In the wake of the uprising in Cairo,
the military took over from Mubarak,
both because of the prestige it enjoys
among the masses owing to its revolu-
tionary history and because Washing-
ton did not want a more revolutionary
alternative in the absence of a pliant
client. However the Egyptian military
is no longer the revolutionary outfit it
was in the 1950s; Sadat’s pro-Israeli
volte face ensured that it regularly re-
ceives the bulk of US aid as a valuable
ally of Washington. So far, the people
have been pressurizing the military
regime with strikes and protests on a
daily basis, despite the postponement
of elections. Whatever the outcome of

the elections in November, what the
country desperately needs is a new
constitution which would guarantee
basic freedoms of education, health,
housing and employment as well as re-
negotiate the humiliating terms of the
‘peace treaty’ with Israel, something
anathema to Tel Aviv and Washington.
In that, the old Nasserist state set up in
1952 could well serve as a model mi-
nus the overbearing role of the military
which eventually bled the revolution to
death.

Egypt has historically been at the
forefront of the Arab world for reasons
of antiquity, its population size (larg-
est in the Arab world) and a pioneering
role in nationalist movements against
colonialism; it continued to play that
role under Nasser until the decisions of
his successors led it to irrelevance in
that world for some four decades. Now
with the successful revolt of the Egyp-
tian people, the country’s ruling elite —
primarily the military — can no longer
ignore the needs and hopes of a people
who are anxious to remake history in
their own image, a promise unfulfilled
by the revolutionaries of old when the

old order was overthrown in 1952. As
the great Syrian poet Adonis wrote in
his epic poem An Introduction to the
History of the Petty Kings — fittingly
dedicated to Nasser despite being writ-
ten after the great defeat of 1967 and
the death of the great man:

A time between ashes and roses is
coming

When everything shall be extin-
guished

When everything shall begin

Nasser clearly realized this when as a
young cadet in Egypt’s military acad-
emy, he was advised by Colonel Abdul
Aziz, “The real battle is in Egypt’. Now
in 2011, the real battle is still in Egypt,
even as the ashes precede the roses.

The writer is a Pakistani communist
activist from Lahore teaching Political
Economy and Middle Eastern History
and is completing a book on the legacy
of revolutionary Yemen post-Saleh.
He can be reached at: razanacem@
hotmail.com
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http://jobs.undp.org

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

UNDP Office is seeking qualified Yemeni Nationals for the
following vacant positions with the Office for the Coordination of

1. Information Management Associate - Sana’a: Level — GS6,
monthly salary approximately US$ 1400

2. Information & Communication Technology Assistant -
Sana’a: Level — GS5, monthly salary approximately US$ 1200

3. Executive Assistant - Sana’a: Level - GS5, monthly salary

4. Programme Assistant - Aden : Level - GS5, monthly salary

5. Programme Assistant - Sa’ada : Level - GS5, monthly salary

6. Finance Clerk - Sana’a: Level - GS4, monthly salary

If you are interested in any of the above positions please review

the Terms of Reference and requirements by visiting our website at

Only online applocations will be accepted.

The deadline for receiving applications is 17 August 2011.
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Yemen’s economy under risk

Ali Saeed

ashad Al-Emad, 35, who was

working as an accountant at a

food company in Sana’a was

laid off his job recently due to

action taken by his former

employer to reduce expenditure after sales

decreased by 85% and they had to reduce
their expenditure.

He used to rent an apartment with his
family in the capital Sana’a, but after he
lost his job, he was forced to take his family
to the villages until he found work again.

Al-Emad is only one of thousands of Ye-
menis who have lost their jobs due to the
political upheavals in Yemen which is caus-
ing security problems and fuel shortage.

The six month-nationwide uprising and
the three-month fuel shortage have para-
lyzed most economic sectors including the
industry, service, business, agriculture and
the banking sector.

A UN inquiry envoy who visited Yemen
last July said that Yemen faces “deliberated
economic crisis” which mainly represented
itself in power outage and fuel shortage.

The wounded President Saleh who still
receives medical treatment in Saudi Ara-
bia due to serious injuries he sustained in
an assassination attempt on his life on the
3rd June at his presidential Palace said in
one of his speeches before the attack that
he will stand defiant to the uprisings and the
protestor’s demands that the regime exits
“without bloodshed”.

Umm Mohamed, a 38 year old house-
wife living in Hodeida told the Yemen
Times that Yemenis are now living with
the consequences of this threat particularly
with power outage and fuel shortage.

“When Saleh said that he will confront
the defiance with defiance without blood-
shed, he means cut off electricity, stop
supplying fuel and cooking gas and this is
a crime against all the people of Yemen,”
she said.

Dr. Mohamed Jubran, a professor of eco-
nomics at the University of Sana’a told the
Yemen Times that around 150,000 Yemenis
have lost their jobs in different economic
sectors due to the political crisis which led
to the fuel shortage and power outage.

Mostafa Nasr, chairman of the Studies
and Economic Media Center told the Yemen
Times that the industrial sector which con-
tributes around 11% of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) has resulted in around 800
plants suspension due to the diesel shortage

SUZUKI

Diesel shortage forced dozens of farms in Tehama region, Yemen’s food
basket to suspend farming which threatens of food crisis.

and its price increase of three folds com-
pared to the international prices has exacer-
bated the situation. He added that some oth-
er factories have reduced their productivity
to less than 50% which caused 40-60% of
workers in the industrial sector to lose their
jobs. “The economic consequences were
not only confined to lay off workers, but
salaries of some workers were decreased
and others were granted vacations without
wages,” Mostafa Nasr added.

Adel Al-Ashtal, an economist at the
General Investment Authority (GIA) told
the Yemen Times the economical impact
during the first three months of upheavals
were only security problems caused by the
political crisis, but the last three months
were exacerbated with the fuel shortages
which put the number of suspended facto-
ries on the rise.

“Owners of factories that are still oper-
ating, have contacted the acting President
VP Abd Rabo Hadi and threatened that if
the diesel shortage continued, they will be
forced to shut down their plants in which
hundreds of job opportunities are going to
be lost,” Al-Ashtal said.

In the agricultural sector which contrib-
utes around 15% of the GDP and includes
55% of Yemen’s workforce have been af-
fected. Dozens of farms in the Tehama
region (Hodeida) which is considered Ye-
men’s food basket has completely stopped
due to the lack of diesel to pump up water
and irrigate the crops, local farmers in Ho-
deida told Yemen Times.

“We dot only produce for ourselves. We

Way of Life!
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supply the Yemen’s market with different
fruits and vegetables and if the diesel prob-
lem remained like this, a food crisis is go-
ing to come,” said Abdo Al-Ahdl, a farmer
in Hodeida.

And in the business sector which contrib-
utes with no less than 80% of the national
income and provides thousands of job op-
portunities is also decreasing, according to
Nasr.

“Tens of thousands of small and mid
businesses have gone insolvent and some
others are on the brink of bankruptcy,” Nasr
further added.

He explained that “the economy has
started collapsing and all of these above
indicators have not led only to lay off
thousands of workers, but that means their
families have entered the list of poor house-
holds.”

“If the present indicators remain as they
are, I expect a food crisis to affect millions
of Yemeni households. There is exhaust-
ing for food and foreign cash reserves and
escalating increase of jobless people. And
all of this will lead to social rift which will
create different conflicts,” he said.

The current crises have added around
one million and half Yemenis to the poverty
list totaling now at 9 million poor Yemenis,
according to Nasr.

Ali Al-Wafi, former chairman of the fi-
nancial committee at the Yemen’s parlia-
ment told the Yemen Times that “Yemen’s
economy has in fact entered the collapsing
phase which will ruin all possible political
proposals to end the crisis.”
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careers@dnoyemen.no
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Years of liberal dogma have spawned a generation of amoral,
uneducated, welfare dependent, brutalised youngsters

By: Max Hastings
Daily Mail

few weeks after the U.S.

city of Detroit was rav-

aged by 1967 race riots

in which 43 people died,

I was shown around the
wrecked areas by a black reporter
named Joe Strickland.

He said: ‘Don’t you believe all that
stuff people here are giving media folk
about how sorry they are about what
happened. When they talk to each other,
they say: “It was a great fire, man!”’

I am sure that is what many of the
young rioters, black and white, who
have burned and looted in England
through the past few shocking nights
think today.

It was fun. It made life interesting.
It got people to notice them. As a girl
looter told a BBC reporter, it showed
‘the rich’ and the police that ‘we can do
what we like’.

If you live a normal life of absolute
futility, which we can assume most of
this week’s rioters do, excitement of
any kind is welcome. The people who
wrecked swathes of property, burned
vehicles and terrorised communities
have no moral compass to make them
susceptible to guilt or shame.

Most have no jobs to go to or exams
they might pass. They know no fam-
ily role models, for most live in homes
in which the father is unemployed, or
from which he has decamped.

They are illiterate and innumerate,
beyond maybe some dexterity with
computer games and BlackBerries.

They are essentially wild beasts. I use
that phrase advisedly, because it seems
appropriate to young people bereft of
the discipline that might make them
employable; of the conscience that dis-
tinguishes between right and wrong.

They respond only to instinctive ani-
mal impulses — to eat and drink, have
sex, seize or destroy the accessible
property of others.

Their behaviour on the streets re-
sembled that of the polar bear which
attacked a Norwegian tourist camp last
week. They were doing what came nat-
urally and, unlike the bear, no one even
shot them for it.

A former London police chief spoke a
few years ago about the ‘feral children’
on his patch — another way of describ-
ing the same reality.

The depressing truth is that at the bot-
tom of our society is a layer of young
people with no skills, education, values
or aspirations. They do not have what
most of us would call ‘lives’: they sim-
ply exist.

Nobody has ever dared suggest to
them that they need feel any allegiance
to anything, least of all Britain or their
community. They do not watch royal
weddings or notice Test matches or take
pride in being Londoners or Scousers or
Brummies.

Not only do they know nothing of
Britain’s past, they care nothing for its
present.

They have their being only in video
games and street-fights, casual drug use
and crime, sometimes petty, sometimes
serious.

The notions of doing a nine-to-five
job, marrying and sticking with a wife
and kids, taking up DIY or learning to
read properly, are beyond their imagi-
nations.

Last week, I met a charity worker
who is trying to help a teenage girl in
East London to get a life for herself.
There is a difficulty, however: ‘Her
mother wants her to go on the game.’
My friend explained: ‘It’s the money,
you know.’

An underclass has existed throughout
history, which once endured appalling
privation. Its spasmodic outbreaks of
violence, especially in the early 19th
century, frightened the ruling classes.

Its frustrations and passions were
kept at bay by force and draconian legal
sanctions, foremost among them capital
punishment and transportation to the
colonies.

Today, those at the bottom of society
behave no better than their forebears,
but the welfare state has relieved them
from hunger and real want.

When social surveys speak of ‘de-
privation’ and ‘poverty’, this is entire-
ly relative. Meanwhile, sanctions for
wrongdoing have largely vanished.

When Work and Pensions Secretary
Iain Duncan Smith recently urged em-
ployers to take on more British work-
ers and fewer migrants, he was greeted
with a hoarse laugh.

Every firm in the land knows that an
East European — for instance — will,
first, bother to turn up; second, work
harder; and third, be better-educated
than his or her British counterpart.Who
do we blame for this state of affairs?

Ken Livingstone, contemptible as
ever, declares the riots to be a result of
the Government’s spending cuts. This
recalls the remarks of the then leader
of Lambeth Council, ‘Red Ted’ Knight,
who said after the 1981 Brixton riots
that the police in his borough ‘amount-
ed to an army of occupation’.

But it will not do for a moment to
claim the rioters’ behaviour reflects de-
prived circumstances or police persecu-
tion.

Of course it is true that few have jobs,
learn anything useful at school, live in
decent homes, eat meals at regular
hours or feel loyalty to anything beyond
their local gang.

This is not, however, because they
are victims of mistreatment or neglect.

It is because it is fantastically hard to
help such people, young or old, with-
out imposing a measure of compulsion
which modern society finds unaccept-
able. These kids are what they are be-
cause nobody makes them be anything
different or better.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Post Title: Driver

Duration: One year. renewable

Duty Station: Sa’ada
Level: G2 — Fixed Term

Responsibilities:

responsible for the following official duties:

other personal purposes;

* Maintain vehicles clean;

etc;

involvement in an accident;

Qualification:

» English and Arabic is required

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites
Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following position with the
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Under the direct supervision of the Humanitarian Affairs Officer in Sa’ada the driver is

+ Drive the project vehicles for the transportation of authorized personnel (project
staff, missions, consultants, OCHA staff etc);
» Use project vehicles for the purpose of project implementation only and not for

» Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicles (safety
functions, engine oil, water, battery, brakes, tires etc)

» Perform minor repairs and arrange for other repairs when necessary and ensures
that the vehicle is kept functional and safe;

» Ensure that passengers wear seatbelts;
» Maintain logs on official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil change, greasing

» Report accidents immediately, and provide as detailed information as possible,
which should be documented and submitted to OCHA,;

* Collects and delivers mails or documents;

» Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case of

» Performs any other duties as required.

» Primary education, driver’s license, knowledge of driving rules and regulations and
chauffeur courtesies, skills in minor vehicle repair;
» Experience: four years of work experience as a driver; safe driving record;

The salary for the above position is approximately US$ 700

Please submit your applications and CVs to fax no. 01- 448892 or to UNDP Office at
Al-Khorashi Building, off 60 Road, Opposite Al-Awqaff Housing Complex
Response will only be made to short listed candidates
The deadline for receiving applications is August 17, 2011

Making a run for it: These four looters dash from the Blue Inc store in Peckham with looted goods.

A key factor in delinquency is lack of
effective sanctions to deter it. From an
early stage, feral children discover that
they can bully fellow pupils at school,
shout abuse at people in the streets, uri-
nate outside pubs, hurl litter from car
windows, play car radios at deafening
volumes, and, indeed, commit casual
assaults with only a negligible prospect
of facing rebuke, far less retribution.

John Stuart Mill wrote in his great
1859 essay On Liberty: ‘The liberty of
the individual must be thus far limited;
he must not make himself a nuisance to
other people.’

Yet every day up and down the land,
this vital principle of civilised societies
is breached with impunity.

Anyone who reproaches a child, far
less an adult, for discarding rubbish,
making a racket, committing vandal-
ism or driving unsociably will receive
in return a torrent of obscenities, if not
violence.

So who is to blame? The breakdown
of families, the pernicious promotion of
single motherhood as a desirable state,
the decline of domestic life so that even
shared meals are a rarity, have all con-
tributed importantly to the condition of
the young underclass.

The social engineering industry unites
to claim that the conventional template
of family life is no longer valid.

And what of the schools? I do not
think they can be blamed for the cre-
ation of a grotesquely self-indulgent,
non-judgmental culture.

This has ultimately been sanctioned
by Parliament, which refuses to accept,
for instance, that children are more like-
ly to prosper with two parents than with
one, and that the dependency culture is
a tragedy for those who receive some-
thing for nothing.

The judiciary colludes with social
services and infinitely ingenious law-
yers to assert the primacy of the rights
of the criminal and aggressor over those
of law-abiding citizens, especially if a
young offender is involved.

The police, in recent years, have de-
veloped a reputation for ignoring yob-
bery and bullying, or even for taking
the yobs’ side against complainants.

“The problem,’ said Bill Pitt, the for-
mer head of Manchester’s Nuisance
Strategy Unit, ‘is that the law appears
to be there to protect the rights of the
perpetrator, and does not support the
victim.’

Police regularly arrest householders
who are deemed to have taken ‘dis-
proportionate’ action to protect them-
selves and their property from burglars
or intruders. The message goes out that
criminals have little to fear from ‘the
feds’.

Figures published earlier this month
show that a majority of ‘lesser’ crimes
— which include burglary and car theft,
and which cause acute distress to their
victims — are never investigated, be-
cause forces think it so unlikely they
will catch the perpetrators.

How do you inculcate values in a
child whose only role model is foot-
baller Wayne Rooney — a man who
is bereft of the most meagre human
graces?

How do you persuade children to re-
nounce bad language when they hear
little else from stars on the BBC?

A teacher, Francis Gilbert, wrote five
years ago in his book Yob Nation: ‘The
public feels it no longer has the right to
interfere.’

Discussing the difficulties of impos-
ing sanctions for mis-behaviour or idle-
ness at school, he described the case of

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Post Title: Driver

Duration: One year. renewable

Duty Station: Aden
Level: G2 — Fixed Term

Responsibilities:

responsible for the following official duties:

other personal purposes;

« Maintain vehicles clean;

etc;

involvement in an accident;

Qualification:

« English and Arabic is required

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) invites
Yemeni Nationals to apply for the following position with the
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Under the direct supervision of the Humanitarian Affairs Officer in Aden the driver is

« Drive the project vehicles for the transportation of authorized personnel (project
staff, missions, consultants, OCHA staff etc);
« Use project vehicles for the purpose of project implementation only and not for

« Responsible for the day-to-day maintenance of the assigned vehicles (safety
functions, engine oil, water, battery, brakes, tires etc)

« Perform minor repairs and arrange for other repairs when necessary and ensures
that the vehicle is kept functional and safe;

« Ensure that passengers wear seatbelts;
« Maintain logs on official trips, daily mileage, gas consumption, oil change, greasing

* Report accidents immediately, and provide as detailed information as possible,
which should be documented and submitted to OCHA;

« Collects and delivers mails or documents;

« Ensures that the steps required by rules and regulations are taken in case of

« Performs any other duties as required.

» Primary education, driver’s license, knowledge of driving rules and regulations and
chauffeur courtesies, skills in minor vehicle repair;
« Experience: four years of work experience as a driver; safe driving record;

The salary for the above position is approximately US$ 700

Please submit your applications and CVs to fax no. 01- 448892 or to UNDP Office at
Al-Khorashi Building, off 60 Road, Opposite Al-Awqaff Housing Complex
Response will only be made to short listed candidates
The deadline for receiving applications is August 17, 2011

a girl pupil he scolded for missing all
her homework deadlines.

The youngster’s mother, a social
worker, telephoned him and said:
‘Threatening to throw my daughter off
the A-level course because she hasn’t
done some work is tantamount to psy-
chological abuse, and there is legislation
which prevents these sorts of threats.

‘I believe you are trying to harm my
child’s mental well-being, and may well
take steps ... if you are not careful.’

That story rings horribly true. It re-
flects a society in which teachers have
been deprived of their traditional right
to arbitrate pupils’ behaviour. Denied
power, most find it hard to sustain re-
spect, never mind control.

I never enjoyed school, but, like most
children until very recent times, did the
work because I knew I would be pun-
ished if I did not. It would never have
occurred to my parents not to uphold
my teachers’ authority. This might have
been unfair to some pupils, but it was
the way schools functioned for centu-
ries, until the advent of crazy ‘pupil
rights’.

I recently received a letter from a
teacher who worked in a county’s pupil
referral unit, describing appalling diffi-
culties in enforcing discipline. Her only
weapon, she said, was the right to mark
a disciplinary cross against a child’s
name for misbehaviour.

Having repeatedly and vainly asked
a 15-year-old to stop using obscene
language, she said: ‘Fred, if you use
language like that again, I'll give you
a cross.’

He replied: ‘Give me an effing cross,
then!” Eventually, she said: ‘Fred, you
have three crosses now. You must miss
your next break.’

He answered: ‘I'm not missing my

break, I'm going for an effing fag!’
When she appealed to her manager, he
said: “Well, the boy’s got a lot going on
at home at the moment. Don’t be too
hard on him.’

This is a story repeated daily in
schools up and down the land.

A century ago, no child would have
dared to use obscene language in class.
Today, some use little else. It symbol-
ises their contempt for manners and
decency, and is often a foretaste of de-
linquency.

If a child lacks sufficient respect to
address authority figures politely, and
faces no penalty for failing to do so,
then other forms of abuse — of prop-
erty and person — come naturally.

So there we have it: a large, amoral,
brutalised sub-culture of young Brit-
ish people who lack education because
they have no will to learn, and skills
which might make them employable.
They are too idle to accept work wait-
ressing or doing domestic labour, which
is why almost all such jobs are filled by
immigrants.

They have no code of values to dis-
suade them from behaving anti-socially
or, indeed, criminally, and small chance
of being punished if they do so.

They have no sense of responsibility
for themselves, far less towards others,
and look to no future beyond the next
meal, sexual encounter or TV football
game.

They are an absolute deadweight
upon society, because they contribute
nothing yet cost the taxpayer billions.
Liberal opinion holds they are victims,
because society has failed to provide
them with opportunities to develop
their potential.

Most of us would say this is nonsense.
Rather, they are victims of a perverted
social ethos, which elevates personal
freedom to an absolute, and denies the
underclass the discipline — tough love
— which alone might enable some of
its members to escape from the swamp
of dependency in which they live.

Only education — together with poli-
ticians, judges, policemen and teachers
with the courage to force feral humans
to obey rules the rest of us have ac-
cepted all our lives — can provide a
way forward and a way out for these
people.

They are products of a culture which
gives them so much unconditionally
that they are let off learning how to be-
come human beings. My dogs are bet-
ter behaved and subscribe to a higher
code of values than the young rioters
of Tottenham, Hackney, Clapham and
Birmingham.

Unless or until those who run Britain
introduce incentives for decency and
impose penalties for bestiality which
are today entirely lacking, there will
never be a shortage of young rioters
and looters such as those of the past
four nights, for whom their monstrous
excesses were ‘a great fire, man’.
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Power cuts advantage in Ramdhan

_) Me too, I need to check
my emails and see the
news before the power
goes off again!

By: Shatha AL-Harazi

n contrast to the usual complaints

accompanying continuous power

cuts in many Yemeni cities —

the capital, Sana’a, foremost

among them — many people have
started to realize some advantages to
the outages. People have started to get
along and adjust their lifestyles to the
circumstances around them and to the
reality of being without power most, if
not all, of the time.

Some told the Yemen Times that they
are spiritually higher this year than any
other year, although many people called
this Ramdhan a “romantic” one. For
many, eating Iftar — the meal to break
the fast at sunset — by candlelight really
is romantic. People have found it a good
way to pass the stage of anger after more
than five month of blackouts.

“Although I hate to admit it, the
continuous power cuts give me more
time for better worshiping, as Ramdhan
is for worshiping,” said Hala Ahmed.

Ramdhan is a busy month. It’s indeed
a month for Muslims to worship and
strengthen their faith by fasting all
the day, praying more and reading the
holy Qura’an more. On the other hand,
Ramdhan is also an occasion for more
food, more savoury dishes and more
sumptuous desserts. And recently, it

has also become an occasion for new

television series, with TV stations
competing for viewers’ attention
throughout the month.

“We usually fight on what to watch.
There are too many choices in Ramdhan,
which makes it hard to decide, so we
spend more than six hours watching
TV without interacting together,” said
Ameera Al-Madhaji. However, Ameera
said that during this Ramdhan, her family
had to create more social activities
because of the power cuts, “We have
found different games that collect the
family together to spend time.”

Marwa Al-Ansi agrees that the
power cuts brought her family together.
“Families spend more time together
now, discussing many things. It’s a great
opportunity for families to rebuild their
relations after the political defections
among family members in the last
months,” said Marwa.

Marwa also said that the power cuts
give her more time for worshiping and
spiritual matters. “I now find more
time to go to the mosque as I am more
motivated to worship Allah in Ramdhan
and also to change the house atmosphere.
There is no power at home, and there is
power at mosque.” She added, “We pray
there and strengthen our relationships
with our neighbors who usually attend
different religious sessions at the

Sorry dear no time for
romance. The electricity
just came back and I need to
do the washing and ironing!

mosque.”

Sharif Al-Ashwal said that Ramdhan
is always an occasion for families to
spend more time together, but the power
cuts have made it even more so. Friends
are gathering every day, not to watch
TV, but to discuss different things,
especially the political situation.

Moreover, Marwa Al-Ansi thinks that
due to the power cuts Yemeni have also
had a healthier Ramdhan than ever. “As
there is no power and no refrigeration,
people mostly stopped making desserts.
So they eat healthier food instead,” she
explained.

The power cuts have had economical
benefits as well. Since large quantities
of food can’t be stored without
refrigerators, people have stopped
buying in bulk for Ramdhan this year.
Instead they have learned to buy what
they would need each day.

Loay Al-Aswady said that the power
cuts have changed consumers’ attitudes
away from buying more than their
daily needs. While in recent years, bulk
shopping during Ramdhan has led to
food price inflation, prices this year
have remained stable.

Marwa agreed that the power cuts
have changed people’s attitudes and the
value people attach to their time. She
thinks this change will continue even
when the power returns.

HEALT
WATC

By: Dr. Siva

=Y

This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen and beyond. Dr. Siva currently
works at Aden Refinery Company Hospital. Lifestyle, diseases and cancer prevention are his special interests.
Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his passions.

he bedtime is the time when our body takes rest

and carries out vital repair or rejuvenation tasks.

This is the time of sleep which contributes to the

body's healing process. But today's stressful life

has decreased the hours of sleep to a considerable
extent. People are getting lesser
hours of sleep and this is affect-
ing their activities in the next
day. Getting inadequate sleep has
long term consequences as well.
Following are the effects of inad-
equate sleep:

1. Drowsiness: At certain
points of the day, you would ex-
perience drowsiness. This would
be intense during the afternoon
after you have lunch. If you are
in the office and in the midst of
some important task, then drowsi-
ness can come in the way of your
mental awareness and concentration. Reducing your night-
time sleep by as little as one and a half hours for just one night
could result in a reduction of daytime alertness by as much
as 32 percent.

2. Immunity issues: The immune system of your body
suffers weakening on account of inadequate sleep. Poor sleep
is associated with reduced number of T-cells, white blood
cells that help the body fight disease. Many studies show that
people who don't get a good night's sleep or who don't get
enough sleep (sleeping under seven hours a night) are more
likely to get sick after being exposed to a virus, such as the
common cold.

3. Weight gain: When you get less sleep, you crave for
high sugar foods which contain refined cwarbohydrates and
fats, possibly because of the disruption of hormones that
regulate appetite. These foods have no nutritional value and
can only add to overweight and obesity. An analysis of nearly
10,000 adults as part of a large study found that those between
the ages of 32 and 49 who sleep less than seven hours a night
are significantly more likely to be obese. Sugary foods also
contribute to the erratic levels of your blood sugar. In 2005, a
study of over 1400 participants showed that participants who
habitually slept few hours were more likely to have associa-
tions with type 2 diabetes.

4. Low motivation: When you get less sleep, you feel ex-
hausted and tired. A feeling of lethargy develops within you
and you feel lack of motivation to carry out a particular job.
Your productivity level falls.

5. Erratic moods: Sleep loss can affect your moods as

Consequences of sleep deprivation

well. You become irritable and fail to control your temper in
stressful situations. Mood swings can make you erratic and
unapproachable and this can spoil the interpersonal relation-
ship.

6. Concentration problems: When you are deprived of
adequate sleep, you suffer from
concentration problems. This
lack of concentration can pro-
duce undesirable effects when
you are driving or making im-
portant business decisions. A
study conducted by researchers
in Australia and New Zealand
reports that sleep deprivation
can have the same hazardous ef-
fects as being drunk as getting
less than 6 hours of sleep a night
can affect coordination, reaction
time and judgment. Researchers
found that people who drive after
being awake for 17 to 19 hours performed worse than those
with a blood alcohol level of .05 percent (the legal limit for
drunk driving in most western European countries).

7. Productivity loss: The cognitive functions of the body
get affected due to sleep deprivation. You might find difficul-
ties in remembering facts, in task coordination, in analyzing
complex data and in making decisions. In other words, you
lose effectiveness and become less productive.

8. Poor quality of life: When you have sleep disorders, you
fail to give quality time to your family and friends. For ex-
ample, you don't feel like watching a favorite television show
together or to take your family to watch a movie or to have
dinner at a restaurant. Instead you feel sleepy or drowsy.

9. Occupational hazards: When you don't get adequate
sleep at night, you feel sleepy during the day time during your
work hours. This increases the risk of occupational injuries.
A 2004 study found that medical residents with less than four
hours of sleep a night made more than twice as many errors as
residents who slept for more than seven hours a night.

Not getting enough sleep is a very serious issue and it can
be the contributory reasons for serious conditions like obe-
sity, heart attack, stroke, high blood pressure, attention deficit
disorder and mental impairment. Most healthy adults need
between 7 to 9 hours of sleep per night to function at their
best, with children and teen requiring even more. If you are
deprived of good quality and quantity of sleep, then you
should consult an expert who would help you in overcoming
this problem.

Ref: British Medical Journal, Life Mojo
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Salah Al-Dakkak, center

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

journalist, poet and
revolutionary, Salah
Al-Dakkak, 35, has a
different view about
olitics and the revo-
lution.

Since the beginning of the youth
movement in Taiz in February,
Al-Dakkak has become one of
Yemen’s most prominent revolu-
tionaries. He intends to remain
steadfast until the departure of
the regime.

Al-Dakkak is known for his
critical articles against the regime.
Many of his colleagues consider
him one of the best writers in Ye-

men. His writings are noteworthy
and readable but frequently lead
him to be prosecuted or threat-
ened.

Al-Dakkak has intensified his
journalistic and revolutionary
efforts over the past months. For
this, he received several anony-
mous threats and survived an
assassination attempt.

Al-Dakkak graduated from the
faculty of literature at Sana’a Uni-
versity and has four children.

The Taiz governorate means a
lot to Al-Dakkak. He frequently
criticizes the negligence of this
governorate, which used to be a
centre of culture and arts.

The recent crackdown against

I

peaceful protesters and people in
Taiz sharpened Al-Dakkak’s anger
because, he says, his beloved
governorate is being attacked and
destroyed in front of his eyes.

“Taiz is facing the most difficult
and critical moments in its history
these days. It’s subjected to pun-
ishment repeatedly. Moreover, it’s
provided with many gunmen who
try to turn the governorate into a
battlefield,” he said.

The worst moment for Al-
Dakkak over the last six months
was the killing of youth Marwan
Al-Qubati by armed forces that
were supposed to protect the
protesters.

He remembers also the attacks
on female activists Arwa Oth-
man, Widad Al-Badawi and Huda
Al-Attas in Sana’a by religious ex-
tremists and some of the dissident
army’s soldiers.

However, Al-Dakkak recalls
both pleasant and jubilant mo-
ments during the last six months:
“I was surprised by the spontane-
ous and honest enthusiasm since
the beginning of the revolution.
But later the revolutionary state-
ment and dreams of the youth
were confiscated by political
parties.”

Speaking about the threats and
difficulties he and his colleagues
have received, Al-Dakkak said, “In
Yemen, anyone who has oppos-
ing and strong stances receives
direct and indirect threats because
the regime doesn’t bear or accept
people who have daring stances.
The regime is expired and must
hand over power to deserved
and skilled people. Actually, the
regime totally realizes that it’s

expired.”

Al-Dakkak praised the effec-
tive participation of women in
the Taiz’s revolution. “Men and
women in Taiz stuck together with
the aim of building a new coun-
try,” he said. “It was amazing how
the women in Taiz were fighting
back the repeated attacks on the
protesters. Unfortunately, the
bullets of the security forces didn’t
differentiate between men and
women.”

He listed the names of some
female revolutionaries in Taiz:
Bushra Al-Magqtary, Yasmin Al-
sabri and Sana’a Al-Badawi.

Regarding the clashes between
Republican Guards and tribesmen
in some areas of Taiz, Al-Dakkak
downplayed their seriousness.
“Actually, there is no tribe in Taiz
but there are people who want to
change the civil governorate into a
tribal one.”

“The revolution didn’t ask any-
body to defend it,” he said. “The
revolution in Taiz is still peace-
ful, and the youth confirm every
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day that they want to take power
peacefully.”

He indicated that the youth re-
fuse to be involved in such clashes
under the pretext of supporting
the revolution or defending con-
stitutional legitimacy.

Al-Dakkak called for the youth
to establish a coherent revolu-
tionary entity with a clear vision
aimed at limiting the revolution’s
intruders.

“We need real cooperation that
represents all political and social
parties. We need new leadership
that can improve the country and
build Yemen’s reputation region-
ally and internationally,” he said.
“We need contemporary leader-

ship based on fair standards. We
don’t want elderly leaders who
confiscate the country and exploit
laborers and normal people.”

Asked about his achievements
and contributions towards the
revolution, he said: “I cannot
claim that I have made personal
contributions to the revolution
but I can say that I'm one of the
many people who contributed well
towards the revolution.”

Al-Dakkak hopes to build a new
country with liberty and equality.
He is very determined to change
the presently bad situation into a
better one.

“I yearn for freedom and jus-
tice,” he said.
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