
Three terms in the new academic year at public universities

Guns spread in Aden amidst insecurity 

By: Ali Saeed 

SANA’A, Aug 14 — “I was going to 
graduate last July and my family has 
prepared a party for my graduation at 
home, but I lost the graduation plea-

sure, the party… I lost a year of my 
age,” said Mona Hadi, 22, a fourth-
year social service student at the Uni-
versity of Sana’a. 

Hadi is only one of thousands of stu-
dents at public universities who were 

supposed to graduate last July. The six-
month nationwide protests demand-
ing an end to President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh’s 33-year regime have deterred 
them from that. Most administrations 
of public universities decided to sus-
pend studies until the political situation 
is normalized.

The Ministry of Higher Education 
selected September 17 as the begin-
ning of the compensation term. It will 
end on December 12 of this year. This 
means that the new school year at 
public universities will include three 
terms.

The first trimester will allow stu-
dents to complete the second semester 
of the previous academic year (2010-
2011) at universities where their study 
was completely or partially suspended 
or where they were unable to take ex-

ams.
The second term, which will com-

prise the first term of the new academic
year 2011-2012, will start on Decem-
ber 31 of 2011 and end on April 5 of 
2012. The third term will start April 14 
and end on July 12, 2012. This will be 
the second semester of the 2011-2012 
academic year.

Many students hope their university 
administrations will implement this 
plan to avoid losing another year of 
study, as well as to separate between 
politics and education.

“I demand that the administration of 
Sana’a University carry out the sched-
uled proposal so I am able to get my 
certificate,” said Thuraya Al-Bana’, a
fourth-year student at the University of 
Sana’a.

Al-Bana’, who spoke vehemently

with the Yemen Times, considered 
the administration of the university 
accountable for allowing protesting 
professors and students to press for the 
suspension of study.

“I hold the university rector account-
ability for delaying us one extra year. 
He is supposed to be strict and separate 
politics from education,” she said.

On the other hand, Hadi, another stu-
dent who spoke with the Yemen Times, 
said it is the anti-government protest-
ers who are responsible for delaying 
the students at public universities an 
extra year.

“The government was going to re-
spond to their demands, but they kept 
increasing the demands until the class-
es were suspended. So it is the protest-
ers who are responsible for delaying us 
one more year,” Hadi said.

Khaleel Thabet, 21, a second year 
student in the faculty of economics 
at Hodeida University and a protest 
activist in Hodeida’s Change Square 
said, “We have sacrificed one year of
our university study for the sake of the 
revolution and change. It was not good 
to continue our education amidst oth-
ers being killed on a daily basis.”

He considered the idea of a com-
pensation term during the coming year 
to be a positive step, but he wondered 
whether it would be achieved while 
the current regime is still clinging to 
power. 

There are around eight public uni-
versities nationwide which contain 
more than 150.000 students in different 
academic majors. Around 30.000 stu-
dents graduate every year from public 
universities.

By: Ali Saeed

ADEN, Aug 14 — The Yemen Times 
has learned from local citizens in Aden 
that guns were recently distributed 
among civilians on a large scale, amidst 
insecurity in the city.

Aden is well known for being the 
most civilized area of Yemen, with 
limited gun ownership among the 
population. Reports from the Ministry 
of the Interior indicated that no single 
case of firing was reported in Aden.
By contrast, the report named the capi-
tal, Sana’a, the city in Yemen with the 
highest incidence of reported gun vio-
lence cases, with 27 killed by gunfire.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh, who 
now faces popular uprisings, mandated 
in 2006 that Aden should be free of 
guns. In subsequent years the Ministry 
of the Interior applauded the city as a 
model for security, stability and rejec-
tion of violence. Reported killings in 

Aden were limited to persons being 
shot dead or injured in demonstrations 
for the separation of south Yemen from 
the central state in Sana’a. 

But, with the nationwide protests
challenging Saleh’s 33-year rule, Aden 
saw the killing of the first martyr of Ye-
men’s 2011 peaceful revolution. After-
ward, people in Aden began to notice 
people wandering in the city with guns, 
Marwan Al-Shuaibi, a local citizen in 
Al-Muala district of Aden told the Ye-
men Times on Wednesday.

“These guns were distributed to some 
citizens by Abd Al-Kareem Shayf, [the 
acting governor of Aden who fled Aden
to Jordan on a civilian passport at the 
beginning of July] during the anti-gov-
ernment protests,” Al-shuaibi said.

He explained that the guns were giv-
en to citizens through members of the 
ruling party in Aden who were on close 
connection with Shayf.

At the beginning of this month, 

another local citizen told the Yemen 
Times that he heard gunfire near  his
home while having dinner with his 
family.

“When I went outside to see what 
it was, I saw some of the youth in my 
neighborhood armed with guns. They 
were attacking the premises of the lo-
cal council in our area,” he said.

“This new development in Aden has 
been scaring the citizens because it did 
not exist before,” said Al-Shuaibi.

A Yemeni journalist who made a 
two-week visit to Aden described the 
situation to the Yemen Times, saying, 
“Shayf has armed some Adeni youth 
to bring about insecurity and to scare 
people in case the regime falls or he is 
expelled from Aden.”

“Now, he uses them to implement his 
agendas,” the journalist said.

 The military and security check-
points in Aden do not attempt to disarm 
any of these gunmen, according to Al-

Shuaibi. “They move in the city freely 
and no one even speaks to them about 
the guns,” he said.

“If one of the armed youth has a quar-
rel with his neighbor, he brings his gun 

and calls his friends to gather and scare 
him,” he said. “If I called the police sta-
tion, they would not do anything.”

“Now everyone is responsible for his 
own security and that of his family. The 

police are totally absent,” he said.
“Until now no one has been killed 

by these armed youth, but we do not 
know what is going to happen,” he 
concluded.

Universal Rent a Car 
Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hertz-yemen@universalyemen.com

Think Smart... Turn to the 
Road Experts
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An Umbrella Which 

Serve your Objects . . .

The Tower Apartments (IMC-Realty) are located in a quiet neighborhood. 

One block from the Sitteen street, 15 minutes from the Sana’a International 

Airport, a short walk from the newly built Government Center, walking 

distance to shopping areas. Great 

views from every unit. 

Elegant Apartments 

for Rent in Sana’a

For further details 

please call us on 
+967 711178889
733581505

Or visit our website

http://www.imc-realty.com

Real Estate Agents 
are welcome

Violence has been happening in Aden on and off since the beginning of the uprise in Yemen. Many times anti-
government protesters blocked roads and were attacked by state security who open fire on the protestors.
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By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A Aug 14 — United 
Nations Volunteers orga-
nized an event celebrating 
the International Day of 
Youth with young people 
who have formed different 
initiatives to bring about 
change in Yemeni society.

The youth this year 
showed increasing impor-
tance after the Arab Spring 
revolutions and pro-change 
demonstrations began in 
February.

“In the Arab world we used to look at the 
youth within limits, mostly engaged with 
sports and nothing more. There was little 
mention of their real ability for change, said 
Waleed Baharon on behalf of the United 
Nations representative. “The youth in the 
Arab World were looked at as dead. Today 
they have proven their ability to facilitate 
change. They changed their regimes”

He pointed out of the importance of ini-
tiating and volunteering instead of waiting 
for help from others, saying that Yemenis 
has always been special in sucking in other 
societies but not in their owns.

More than 200 active youth attended the 
event, which was held at Taj Sheba Hotel. 
In addition to recognizing their work, the 
aim of the event was to build bridges among 
those active youth, to allow them introduce 
their activities and ideas to each other and 
to discuss the difficulties they face.

Some youths discussed what they have 
accomplished so far. Although many of 
them represented planned activities and 
campaigns which they have already started, 
several shared an interest in reacting to cri-
ses or planning for certain occasions. One 
outgrowth of this interest was a major fund-
raising drive for families in Al-Hassaba 
who suffered the effects of warfare between 
opposing tribesmen and the state. 

Youth for Humanitarian Relief also have 
two more projects targeting the same fami-
lies. One is supplying 200 families with 
water on a weekly basis. The other has cre-
ated a summer center targeting 200 children 
from the same area to help them overcome 
the psychological effects of violence. 

The Ayoon Shaba Initiative and Amerha 
also launched campaigns in Al-Hassaba, in 
which the youth helped to rebuild the areas 
most damaged by the fighting. 

Athr Foundation has an 
initiative called “Voluntary 
Unites” that was founded 
by five youth volunteers.
The unite created several 
different programs to en-
gage youths in develop-
ment and voluntary activi-
ties.

Youth involved in the 
“Hemt Shabab” initia-
tive are well-known on 
social networks for mo-
bilizing  people to help 
the poor. So far they have 

helped 3600 poor families. “We don’t wait 
for sponsors to start working” said one 
member of the initiative.

Another group, Al-Safwa Initiative 
works to raise awareness against drugs. 
They have remarkable events in which they 
were the first to establish different ideas,
such as the drugs campaign and by bring 
the shade theater to Yemen and activate it in 
raising awareness as well.

Basmt Shabab imitative is another ini-
tiative working on raising awareness and 
developing youth capacities through spe-
cialized training, for example, in sign lan-
guage. 

Some initiatives were founded in re-
sponse to the recent political situation and 
unrest. One of these, Adwarns, aims to 
raise political awareness and to increase the 
role of the youth in building a new national 
strategy. Another initiative, which its mem-
bers describe as “The Organization Project” 
is Rushd. It was founded to bring about so-
cial change  by raising the public awareness 
in hopes that this will give people better se-
curity in their rights.

In Ramdhan especially these youth 
have found more motivations for volun-
tary work. Ayoon Shaba continues for the 
third year its project of reforming restau-
rants’ foods.  They have also arranged for 
restaurant meals to be delivered  to poor 
families, starting from Monday until the 
end of the month. Last year they managed 
to provide 715 meals from leftovers, after 
raising the customers’ awareness of how 
to keep their food clean.. By doing that 
they have also provided temporary jobs for 
youth  in poor families. This year they man-
aged to make the project permanent.  

Another initiative called Ikram al-Ne’ma 
also works on transferring leftover food 
from different restaurants to poor families. 
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
UNDP Office is seeking qualified Yemeni National

for the following vacant position:

Local Security Associate (Fixed-term -GS6)
Monthly Salary approximately US$1,400

If you are interested in the above position please review the
Terms of Reference and requirements by visiting our website at

http://jobs.undp.org

Only online applications will be accepted
The deadline for receiving applications is 27 August 2011

The Turkish International Schools 
hosted its annual Iftar banquet as 
part of its social activities in Yemen 
last Wednesday at its headquarters in 
Sana’a.

 The Iftar was attended by the 
schools’ friends and education pio-
neers and a number of ministers, com-
munity figures, educational experts
and parents of TIS students.

 H.E. ambassador of the Republic 
of Turkey to Yemen Mehmet Donnez, 
also attended the banquet and present-

ed a welcoming speech.
 Mr. Mehmet Yilmaz TIS 

director in Yemen explained 
how the schools contribute 
to improving the education 
level in Yemen. He added 
that the competition in pro-
viding best quality of educa-
tion pushes TIS to providing 
highest standards that reach 
university education level.

 He also mentioned that 
there is a slight delay in the 

construction of the latest building in 
the school which should be ready by 
the second term of the coming aca-
demic school year.

 It is worth mentioning that the de-
sign of this building which is located 
in the Aser area is according to the 
most sophisticated educational stan-
dards and according to the European 
style and is equipped with modern 
equipment and scientific laboratories,
as explained by public relations offi-
cer at the schools Ahmed Al-Sorory.

On behalf of the guests, Minister of 
Education Dr.  Abdulsalaam Al-Jawfi
delivered a key note praising TIS ef-
forts in enhancing the educational 
system in the country.

Congradualted the staff in the 
school both Turks and Yemenis who 
are working together to create a role 
model in the education in the private 
sector.

The event was also attended by 
State Minister Ahmed Kohlani, Sheikh 
Hamoud Al-Dharihi and others. 

Turkish International Schools hosts Iftar banquet
 ADVERTORIAL

Yemenis fear of new clashes in Al-HasabaYemeni Youth Volunteers 
Celebrating Youth 
International Day

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Aug 14 — Accusations and 
campaigns of incitement among dis-
sident army factions, the Minister of 
Defense and Republican Guards have 
increased the fears of many Yemenis 
about the potential outbreak of violent 
clashes.  A day after loyalists to Presi-
dent Saleh attacked activists in Sana’a’s 
Change Square, the Minister of Defense 
accused the dissident 1st Armored Divi-
sion of illegally recruiting ad exploiting 
journalists.

This week, Change Square in Sana’a 
was attacked and a dissident officer sur-
vived an assassination attempt. All these 
developments came amid unprecedented 
exchanged accusations.

Abdulmalik Al-Fuhaidi, editor of the 
state-run website Al-Motamar.net, said 
that the dissident army is a rebel army 
and that its officers and soldiers have
breached the constitution and laws.

He accused the army’s soldiers of 
committing terrorist acts in different ar-
eas in Yemen.

 “They stand with terrorists and Al-
Qaeda against the patriotic and honest 
soldiers of the Republican Guards and 
Central Security,” he told the Yemen 
Times. “The 1st Armored Division is in-
volved in recruiting illegal soldiers. The 
leader of the division, Ali Mohsen, has 
no right to recruit any soldiers without 
the permission of the Ministry of De-
fense.”

Al-Fuhaidi called on Al-Ahmer to re-
turn to ‘his home town. “He should feel 
that he committed crimes against our 
army,” he said.

He confirmed that the army loyal to
President Saleh will not drag Yemen 
into violence and will not use violence 

against the demonstrators.
“We are afraid of an armed rebellion 

led by the Islah party and its supporters,” 
he said.

For his part, Vice President Abdu Rab-
bu Mansour Hadi warned of the “serious 
consequences of sliding into chaos.”

Major Mohammed Al-Khadari, a dis-
sident officer, told the Yemen Times that
the dissident army has only a duty to 
protect the revolution.

 “We didn’t attack or beat up anybody. 
We have been ordered not to assault any-
one,” he said. “Even if we are attacked 
by Republican Guards or the Central Se-
curity we receive orders to be calm and 
patient.”

He indicated that the accusations and 
incitements leveled by President Saleh’s 
security aim to provoke Yemenis against 
the dissident army.

Al-Khadari replied to the recent state-
ment of the Ministry of Defense, saying: 
“They are liars. The Minister of Defense 
is submissive and does not make any de-
cisions for himself.”

Al-Khadari called for the soldiers of 
the Republican Guards and Central Se-
curity to join the revolution and to keep 
away from the ‘killers’.

Many tribesmen loyal to Al-Ahmer 
family are still staying in many areas of 
Hasaba district in Sana’a.

Locals of Hasaba are wondering 
whether they should evacuate their 
homes.

“Actually nothing can be noticed at 
this point except for the huge existence 
of Alahmer's tribesmen,” said Osama Al-
Rowhani, one of Hasaba’s locals.

“Last week one of them killed his 
friend because he cursed him,” he said. 
“One of the neighbors was shot and that 
made the situation unsafe.”

One of Al-Ahmer’s gunmen in Al-Hasaba district, north the capital Sana’a 
where the opposition tribal leader entered a 13-day war with Saleh’s security 
forces. 
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A new study released by the Indepen-
dent Evaluation Group (IEG) of the 
World Bank Group (WBG) shows that 
the group was effective in promoting 
sector reforms for information and 
communication technologies (ICT) and 
in promoting access through private in-
vestments for mobile telephony in dif-
ficult environments.

The study indicates that countries 
with WBG support for policy reform 
and investments have increased compe-
tition and access faster than countries 
without such support. IEG finds, how-
ever, that the Bank Group’s targeted 
efforts to increase access to the under-
served beyond what was commercially 
attractive were largely unsuccessful. 
The World Bank also undertook a sig-
nificant number of initiatives in ICT ap-
plications, such as e-government plat-
forms, but the results in this area were 
modest.

In Yemen, the Social Fund for Devel-
opment in Yemen was intended to im-
prove access of low-income groups to 
basic social services, while providing 
an example of an effective, efficient,
and transparent institutional mecha-

nism for providing social services in 
Yemen. ICT was successful in support-
ing the Governorate Local Authorities 
through transfer of information tech-
nology, with special emphasis on assist-
ing local authorities in the inventory of 
public assets in their jurisdiction using 
geographic information system tools, 
field surveys, computers, and mapping
equipment."

The study also shows that the Arab 
countries are lagging with respect to 
the worldwide average of Internet us-
ers. Developing countries cannot begin 
to overcome the international or na-
tional digital divides in Internet access 
and use, or any other services, until a 
significantly higher proportion of the
population has access to basic network 
connectivity. Basic connectivity is es-
sential to determining the potential for 
development of all services. Challenges 
related to access to high-speed Internet 
include the cost of broadband access 
and devices, availability of wireless 
broadband, and availability of high-
capacity transmission backbones.

 The WB has supported ICT through 
lending, policy advice, investments, 

advisory services, and political risk 
guarantees in the past decade, commit-
ting a total of $4.2 billion in assistance 
to the sector between fiscal years 2003
and 2010, of which about $2.9 billion 
was to the poorest countries. In this 
period, by volume of operations, most 
of the Bank Group funding in the ICT 
sector has focused on fostering private 
sector investment.

The unprecedented ICT revolution 
that has spread to the developing world 
over the past decade has shown the 
huge potential for ICT for development 
and economic growth. Harnessing this 
potential, however, depends on an en-
abling environment conducive to their 
production, diffusion and use. “ICT is 
an area where the Bank Group can con-
tinue to play a catalytic role, especially 
in ensuring access for the poorest, and 
encouraging the use of ICT in business, 
services, and government – areas where 
gaps still exist and the largest develop-
ment impacts can be made,” said Vinod 
Thomas, Director-General, Evaluation 
at WBG.

The most notable contributions by 
the WBG in the ICT sector were in 

promoting sector reforms and in pri-
vate investments for mobile telephony. 
The World Bank showed strong results 
in promoting sector reform, with the 
majority of operations helping to create 
more efficient and competitive sectors
and enabling enhanced access to ICT 
services. The International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) – the private sector 
arm of WBG, achieved strong results 
in fostering private sector investment 
in mobile telecommunications through 
private investments, especially in poor 
and conflict-affected countries.

The study also finds that the both
the World Bank’s and IFC’s effective-
ness was limited in targeted efforts to 
increase access to the underserved be-
yond what was commercially attrac-
tive. In this area, general, non-targeted 
interventions focused on the enabling 
environment were more effective in 
increasing access for the poor and un-
derserved. But positive examples of 
Bank Group support, such as projects 
in Chile and Pakistan, point to the po-
tential of targeted approaches, includ-
ing those carried out through public-
private partnerships.

Study shows WB contributes to information 
technology sector reform
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One brother is fighting to oust Ye-
men's President Saleh; the other is a 
proud member of his Revolutionary
Guard. They respect each other, but
could end up divided by civil war.

By: Jeb Boone
The Christian Science Monitor

In the eyes of Hashim, an antigovern-
ment activist and writer fond of quoting 
Islamic philosophers, Yemen's peaceful 
struggle for democracy is divinely or-
dained.

But his brother, a member of Yemen's 
elite Republican Guard, sees it differ-
ently. Ghazi says Yemen's uprising is 
driven not by democratic aspirations 
but by bandits trying to incite chaos. 
"They have attacked power stations, 
cut off supply lines to major cities," he 
points out.

Hashim loves and respects his broth-
er, but challenges his loyalty to the Re-
publican Guard, which is part of Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh's state military 
apparatus that has violently suppressed 
protests since soldiers opened fire on
demonstrators in Feb¬ruary.

 Hashim recently asked him point-
blank, "If you were ordered to shoot 
protesters, would you?"

"He said yes," recounts Hashim, 
seated next to Ghazi in his modest Sa-
naa home. "It was unbelievable."

"Of course I would shoot them," re-
sponds Ghazi, partaking of tea and a 
traditional stew prepared by his broth-
er's new wife. "They are criminals and 
are traitors to our leader. I would follow 
orders."

Hashim and Ghazi, whose real names 
could not be used for fear of retribu-
tion, illustrate the deep fissures within

Yemeni society that threaten to tear the 
country apart. Tribesmen, rival military 
factions, peaceful protesters, and even 
brothers may end up on opposing sides 
of a prolonged civil war should Presi-
dent Saleh or his relatives insist on re-
taining power.

President Saleh makes first appear-
ance since June 3 attack
So far, the conflict has been largely con-
tained to one powerful tribal confedera-
tion battling Saleh loyalists in the capi-
tal. While Mr. Saleh is convalescing in 
Saudi Arabia from a June 3 attack on 
his compound, his son Ahmed relaxes 
in the presidential palace and security 
forces patrol the streets.

Saleh appeared publicly last night for 
the first time since the June attack, giv-
ing a prerecorded interview on Yemen 
TV. He offered, not for the first time,
to share power under a constitutional 
framework approved by the people, but 
also struck a note of defiance – saying
he would "confront a challenge with a 
challenge." He said he had undergone 
eight surgeries; his face appeared dark-
er than normal, possibly from severe 
burns, and his arms were heavily ban-
daged.

As Saleh's condition and Yemen's 
economic stability become more un-
certain, the conflict could spread. Some
say that Ahmed has neither the cred-
ibility nor the connections to hold the 
fractured nation together as his father 
did, though he and his cousin Yahya, 
commander of the security forces, may 
well try.

 "Saleh's boys don't have a chance at 
ruling Yemen," says Yemeni political 
analyst Abdul Ghani al-Iryani. "Even 
with all of Saleh's skills and connec-

tions, he was losing control of the 
country. However, ... should Ahmed or 
[Saleh's] nephew Yahya feel his exit is 
dishonorable, they may be compelled 
to take up arms against all that oppose 
their patriarch."

Powerful tribes, powerful state me-
dia
 Throughout Yemen's modern history, 
no imam or president has ever been able 
to take on the tribes. North Yemen's 
third president, Socialist Party leader 
and Army officer Ibrahim Al-Hamdi,
was assassinated when he attempted to 
strip power from Yemen's tribes.

Many in rural areas, such as the 
northern mountain village where 
Hashim and Ghazi grew up, strongly 
support Saleh, who has held the coun-
try together for 32 years.

 Their father is one of them. Like 
many rural residents in this deeply 
impoverished country, he can't afford 
satellite TV and so depends solely on 
state-run radio and TV for his news.

 "It's not his fault that he supports the 
regime; he is bombarded with govern-
ment propaganda on a daily basis and 
has been for most of his life," says 
Hashim.

Two paths to a better life
 It was in this village, where their fa-
ther still toils in the fields to grow khat,
corn, peanuts, and other vegetables, 
that both brothers developed aspira-
tions for a better life.

Hashim saw education as his ticket, 
earning a bachelor's degree in Eng lish 
literature. For Ghazi, serving in one of 
Yemen's most elite military units ful-
filled his sense of adventure.

 "You must be invited to join the Re-

publican Guard. An officer sends a let-
ter to the local council," the governing 
body of a tribal village, "with a list of 
names. Those people get to join," says 
Ghazi, who at first failed to make the
cut.

 "He walked up and down the moun-
tain to the military camp every day for 
a month. Finally, someone vouched for 
him and he was invited to join," says 
Hashim.

 But now, Ghazi's role in enforcing 
Saleh's tentative hold over the country 
is a major point of contention between 
the brothers.

 "Ghazi's belief in loyalty to a leader 
instead of to a nation or a people is a 
symptom of Yemen's tribal govern-
ment," Hashim explains. "We want to 
be rid of this tribal patronage system 
and institute a civil state."

Respect between two brothers on op-
posite sides

 There seems to be no bitterness or 
hostility between the brothers, how-
ever.

 "He's dead wrong," says Hashim, 
"But I love and respect him and he re-
spects me as well."

Hashim also feels sorry for his 

brother. "The Republican Guard are 
paid 30,000 Yemeni riyals [about $150] 
per month. He is just being used by this 
regime," says Hashim.

 Hashim tries desperately to convince 
his family that Saleh is a dictator and 
a criminal and that it is their religious 
duty to institute freedom and democ-
racy in Yemen.

 "Every Friday, I invite my brother to 
come pray with me at Change Square 
so he can see that the Yemeni people 
yearn to be free," says Hashim. Gha zi 
replies: "I can only tell him that if he 
goes, he has to go without me.

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

ABYAN, Aug 14 — After three days of 
continues armed conflict Ja’ar district
in Abyan has seen relative calm lately. 
However the locals are still anxious 
and not sure whether the shelling will 
return or not. They also are affected 
badly because of the scarcity of water 
now that the main water tank was at-
tacked as well as the local hospital. 

Locals from Ja’ar, Abyan, confirmed
that shelling on the governorate has 
resumed since last Sunday. Some of 
the displaced families have returned 
to the governorate after a few days’ 
ceasefire between militant groups and
state security forces in Ja’ar. The at-
tack, launched by state forces, leveled 
the governorate water tank on Khanfer 
Mountain. It was the first military ac-
tion to occur this Ramadan.

“The attack on Sunday started in the 
morning and lasted till now, more than 
seven air strikes” Ahmed Yaslem, a 
local reporter, told the Yemen Times. 
“The strikes targeted local interests 
such as the water tank, a workshop and 
an empty health institute.”     

According to Yaslem, when the state 
target these places, they have usu-
ally received intelligence that militant 
groups are located there. But by the 
time the state reacts and initiates its 
attack, the groups have already long 
vacated these locations.

“When the water tank was shelled 
and polluted the locals cooperated to 
empty it of polluted water. They also 
separated the damaged part and dis-
posed of it,” said Yaslem.

Locals, who for few days felt safer, 
are back to worrying. Most of the air 
strike victims in Ja’ar, they note, are
locals and not militant groups.  Apart 
from the war in the governorate, the 
governorate also suffer from fuel 
shortages and continuous power cuts. 
These strongly affect the one hospital 
they have.

Dr. Mohammed Fadhl the deputy 
of Al-Razi Central Hospital told the 
Yemen Times that most of the medi-
cal staff has left the governorate. Only 
120 employees out of 443 employees 
remain in Abyan. Most of those who 
left lived in the areas most stricken by 
violence, such as Mudyah, Zunjbar, 
Al-Kod, and al-Musimer.

The emergency department is the 
only department still functioning in 
the hospital. General emergency, de-

livery, X-rays, and the lap and general 
services are all the hospital can pro-
vide now.

According to Dr. Fadhl diarrhea 
cases are increasing. “We have been 
receiving diarrhea cases since April 
28,” said Dr.Fadhl. “In June and July 
we treated 1890 case from diarrhea, 
yet no one knows what the causes are, 
though only some of them got it from 
polluted water from different areas.”

Another problem plaguing Ja’ar is
the lack of security on the roads be-
tween Aden and Abyan. Emergency 
cases that can’t be treated in the Al-
Razi Central hospital must be trans-
ferred to Aden’s hospital, but the road
has been blocked since the spring. 
“We used to take Al-Alam road, which 
is only 45 minutes from Ja’a to Abyan,
but as it’s blocked now we take other
roads. The shortest takes four and half 
hours and puts the patients in danger 
because of floods and air strikes as
well”, he added. 

Moreover, the hospital is short on 
stored oxygen, according to Dr.Fadhl. 
He has contacted the local authority. 
“The local authority didn’t but they
haven’t done anything about it yet,”
he added. The Financial Ministry 
stopped the hospital’s allocation since
July because the hospital treats injured 
militants. According to the hospital 
administration, the medical mission 
is humanitarian and should never be 
linked to any political point of view. 
This financial cut put the hospital in a
critical situation as there is no chance 
to pay diesel or fuel for the genera-
tors. 

Some of Abyan’s tribe came to-
gether to expel the militant groups, 
according to Ahmed al-Aydaros, the 
governorate’s council member. After
successfully expelling the militant 
groups from Lauder, they formed pop-
ular committees.

“The tribes now discuss their plans to 
free Zunjbar from the militant groups, 
but there is a dirty game being played 
by the authorities to hand Abyan to the 
militant groups, groups without who 
believes that the Central Security was 
under the militant groups without even 
one bullets” said al-Aydaros.

On the other hand, the main mili-
tary camp 25 Mika in Abyan has been 
surrounded by the militant groups 
for more than three months now. Ab-
dalrahim al-Aswary, public relations 
officer at the 25 Mika camp, told the

Yemen Times that this week things 
have improved at the camp. “We man-
aged to evacuate the martyrs and ca-
sualties from the camp.” Although the 
camp is still surrounded by al-Qaeda 

from Zunjbar’s side, the state is using
air strikes to free the camp, said Al-
Aswary. Food is provided well there 
but al-Qeada has managed to cut the 
phone coverage.

Divided by Yemen's Saleh: Two brothers fight on opposite sides

A member of Yemen’s elite Republican Guard monitored a June 10 rally in support of President Saleh.
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SANA’A, August 10 - The World Food
Programme is expanding its food assis-
tance to the total population of 50,617 
internally displaced persons who have 
fled fighting in Abyan governorate and
who are now residing with host families 
or in vacant schools in Aden.  WFP was 
already providing assistance to 18,168 
IDPs living in schools, but the agency 
will now include the whole displaced 
population in Aden in its food distribu-
tion.

“The recent unrest in Yemen has 
pushed thousands of people into the 
countryside,” said WFP-Yemen Country 
Director, Gian Carlo Cirri.  “Many are 
being generously hosted by other fami-
lies that have already been under stress 
and whose resources are diminishing.  
Our assistance will help not only those 

who have been displaced by the conflict;
it will also relieve host families of their 
huge responsibility.”

The current IDP crisis began in June 
2011, when fighting between govern-
ment forces and alleged affiliates of Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula erupted 
in Zinjibar, the capital of the southern 
governorate of Abyan.  The violence has 
prompted a mass exodus of some 80,000 
civilians, who have scattered across the 
governorates of Abyan, Aden and Lahj.

WFP is also looking in to the possi-
bility of extending its assistance to the 
IDPs in Abyan.  Food needs in Lahj are 
currently covered by the ICRC.

“Whereas previous displacements in 
Yemen’s south have tended to be rela-
tively temporary, there are indications 
that the most recent displacement in 

around Abyan will be different,” said 
Mr. Cirri.  “Unfortunately, we do not ex-
pect these people to go back home any 
time soon – at least not before calm and
security is re-established.”

In response to the wider humanitarian 
crisis, WFP has launched an umbrella 
operation to assist more than two million 
Yemenis facing severe hardship and who 
are becoming more food insecure by the 
day.  These include the IDPs in the south, 
as well as severely food insecure persons, 
malnourished children under the age of 
5, and pregnant and lactating women in 
the most affected areas of Yemen.

For this operation, WFP has launched a 
donor appeal of US $48.1 million, which 
is currently less than 30% funded.

“With the ongoing crisis, we expect 
the need to increase,” said Mr. Cirri.  

“We will need at least US $26.7 million 
more.”The latest contributions to WFP’s
emergency Abyan IDP operation in Ye-
men have come from the UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 
Canada.

For 2011, WFP-Yemen has an opera-
tional budget of some US $97 million 
with which to provide food and nutri-
tion assistance to over three million food 
insecure men, pregnant and lactating 
women, schoolgirls, refugees, IDPs and 
children under the age of five.  Thus far,
the agency has received generous contri-
butions from Austria, Finland, Germany, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, Norway, 
the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain, Switzerland, the UN CERF, the 
United Arab Emirates and the United 
States of America

Food assistance reaches all internally displaced
people in Aden

Ja’ar relative calm after 3 days shelling

Unknown armed Islamists have taken control of Abyan capital Zunjubar
late May.
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By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi 

How do you see the path of Yemen’s 

revolution nowadays?

We have three possible scenarios: the 
first scenario is that the revolution will
succeed with minimal cost. This is the
desirable scenario. This scenario re-
quires strong international pressure.

The second scenario involves vio-
lence and confrontations between the
family of President Saleh and the pro-
revolution Yemenis. Unfortunately,
President Saleh’s family has modern
weapons – weapons that are pointed to
unarmed Yemenis.

The third scenario is to sign the Gulf
Initiative and I expect this is the most
plausible scenario.

What are the points of strength and 

weakness for Yemen’s revolution?

The point of strength is that it’s peace-
ful. The point of weakness is that it’s
peaceful in a violent environment.

How do you evaluate the internation-

al stances on the revolution?

There is heavy international pressure
on Saleh to leave but I hope that this
pressure is serious. I’m afraid that it is
mere verbal pressure.

I warn of the culture among many
Yemenis of hatred toward America and
European countries because of their

weak stances on the revolution.
In one of the marches the demonstra-

tors burned the American flag. Such
hatred among Yemenis is not in the
American interest.

What’s the danger of the culture of 

hatred for these countries?

The peaceful protesters may feel that
their revolution was aborted by those
countries and may choose violence to
get what they want.

I’m afraid of a new Qaeda emerging.

So, what’s your message to Ameri-

ca?

We don’t want America to support
us. We just want it to announce a fair
stance on our revolution.

Are you worried about the presi-

dent’s return from Saudi Arabia?

We don’t care about his return because
we are busy with the transitional pe-
riod.

There are debates about legitimacy 

of President Saleh. Do you think that 

Saleh has lost his legitimacy?

The majority of Yemenis are against
the regime. Pro-democracy protesters
spread in 17 squares across Yemen…

But Saleh says that the majority of 

Yemenis support him?

He exaggerates about this point. I’m
sure that the majority of Yemenis op-
pose Saleh remaining in power. Thus,
he has no political legitimacy.

What about constitutional legitima-

cy?

Unfortunately, Yemen’s constitution is
not implemented by the regime. The
phrase of ‘constitutional legitimacy’ 
provokes Yemenis because the regime
wants to turn this phrase into kind of
political maneuvering.

The regime doesn’t respect the con-
stitution. The regime’s officials amend-
ed it many times to be compatible with
their aims.

Yemen has a constitution, but it’s
considered a façade. The constitution
does not protect Yemenis’ liberties and
rights.

The regime claims on state-backed
media channels that they care about
constitutional legitimacy. But in the
streets they are firing on peaceful and
unarmed Yemenis.

Now, we talk about the revolutionary
legitimacy. The regime has betrayed
the constitution through its bad policies
and behaviors.

Saudi Arabia has taken a strong 

stance on what’s happening in Syria 

but it has not declared a position 

about Yemen. Why?

There are historic obstacles in Saudi–
Yemeni relations. Saudi Arabia directly
intervenes in Yemen’s issues.

The recent events proved that Ye-
men’s political decision isn’t indepen-
dent but rather depends on Saudi Ara-
bia.

Unfortunately, Saudi Arabia didn’t
consider its regional relations. On the
contrary, it exploited our points of
weakness. It’s time for Saudi Arabia
to declare a clear stance on our revolu-
tion.

Saudi Arabia is afraid of Yemen’s
revolution and worried about the in-
fluence of this revolution upon their
locals.

We don’t want Saudi Arabia only to
offer medical treatment to the president
and his officials.  We want it to be inter-
ested in all Yemenis.

The Gulf countries have no right to
hinder our revolution.

What are the factors that delay the 

revolution’s success?

There are several factors and reasons,
such as the absence of cultural aware-
ness among Yemenis about change and
their fears of this change.

The silent majority of Yemenis used
to live without rights and liberties.
Those Yemenis must realize that the
revolution started with the aim of pro-
viding them with rights, justice, equal-
ity and liberties.

Another of the factors delaying the
revolution is the poor performance of
opposing political parties that want the
revolution to succeed through political
reform.

A weak international response to
the revolution is an important factor as
well.

What are the elements that the in-

terim Transitional National Council 

to be formed on August 17 requires 

for its success?

This council already has the elements
of success because it will be established
by strong opposing political parties.

Many authorities, youth and political
parties will be involved in this council.
This is a point of strength for this coun-
cil.

There were big efforts to form this
council, which will represent all seg-
ments of Yemen’s society.

What’s the point of weakness for the 

Joint Meeting Parties (JMP)?

JMP was very slow to exploit the revo-
lution momentum and was a little sub-
missive to the regime. These parties
turned the change squares from revolu-
tionary squares into political squares.

We need revolutionary action and
political action to be mixed.

Do you think that the ruling party 

has expired?

There is no ruling party in Yemen, but
there is a party for the leader. This frag-
ile party has exploited the country’s re-

sources to remain in power.

Do you expect an outbreak of civil 

war?

President Saleh repeatedly threatened
Yemenis with civil war and warned of
Somalization. But he couldn’t drag Ye-
men into a civil war because the major-
ity of Yemenis support the revolution.

Unfortunately, the regime wants to
wage a war in Yemen by distributing
weapons and deploying his security in
different areas, but I think it will not be
able to do that.

 Pol.itical analyst Dr. Mohammed Al-Dhaheri speaks to Yemen Times

“Yemen’s political decision isn’t independent and the Gulf 

countries have no right to hinder our revolution.”
For many years, Dr. Mohammed Al-Dhaheri, Professor of Political Science 

at Sana’a University, has been struggling against what he calls the “corrupt 

regime.”

He is well known for his strong political views, academic activities and criti-

cal comments.

In his lectures at Sana’a Univeristy, Al-Dhaheri has encouraged his stu-

dents to protest against corruption and injustice in Yemen.

Recently, his dreams about change came true through the Yemen’s revolu-

tion.

Yemen Times met Al-Dhaheri in one of the tents in Sana’a’s Change 

Square. 
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A quick scan of international reports on Yemen shows 
great discrepancies as to whether President Saleh is 
going to return from Saudi Arabia after he recovers 
or not. The Yemeni national TV for the last few weeks 
has been announcing that he will return in a few days, 

then when the few days pass they say next week and so on.
This has been dragging for sometime but the question remains: 

will he really return and what happens if he does?
At	
�    first,	
�     the	
�    prospective	
�    of	
�    Saleh	
�     returning	
�     to	
�    Yemen	
�    was	
�     far-

fetched especially since he sustained massive injuries post the as-
sassination attempt on June 3, 2011. However, it seems that he is 
much better now and has even been discharged from the hospital 
and	
�    has	
�    been	
�    meeting	
�    with	
�    officials	
�    and	
�    diplomats.
But	
�    the	
�    significance	
�    of	
�    him	
�    returning	
�    to	
�    Yemen	
�    now	
�    lies	
�    in	
�    his	
�    

attitude. Will he come back with vengeance and take it out on all 
those who tried to remove him from power? Or will he decide that 
it is time for a new policy in Yemen, something fairer and more 
inclusive.

So far the news is that on 17th of this month the Joint Meeting 
Parties opposition coalition will push forward either a transitional 
council	
�    or	
�    according	
�    to	
�    an	
�    official	
�    sources	
�    a	
�    coalition	
�    government	
�    
headed by the opposition.

In both cases it seems that the revolution has failed and that for 
better or worse Saleh will remain Yemen’s president at least until 
2013, or that is what the political parties on both sides are push-
ing for.

The opposition keeps demanding that nothing will take place 
until or unless Saleh hands over power to his vice president but 
I know it for a fact that they are talking behind the scenes with 
the	
�     ruling	
�    party	
�     and	
�     trying	
�     to	
�    figure	
�    out	
�    how	
�     to	
�    divide	
�     the	
�     cake	
�    
between them.

This leaves Yemen with two scenarios: One is that the new-old 
government runs the country the same old way even more strict 
now that they have seen how angry citizens could cause trouble.  
The	
�    second	
�    is	
�    with	
�    the	
�    near	
�    death	
�    experience	
�    that	
�    Saleh’s	
�    finds	
�    it	
�    
in his heart to hear his people and what they are demanding and 
work out some solution for reform.

The problem is that Yemen is so complicated it cannot be com-
pared to Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Syria or any of the other Arab 
countries going through uprise. Yemen is different because the 
culture in a way does not encourage much organization or even 
free thinking. It does sound awful putting it this way but unfortu-
nately it is true. Yemenis generally are very warm and kind people. 
We are passionate and social but individuality and change scares 
us so much that we would stick to the routine even if it meant dy-
ing a little every day. Even our revolution was not that of hungry 
people wanting their rights, it is rather politically motivated.

The protests were never about jobs or equality or even poverty. 
It was all about toppling the regime. I came to this conclusion be-
cause the protests stopped despite the fact that living conditions 
became worse not better.

Now the news of Saleh returning and the impact of this on the 
protests and on the state of the country scares me. Now it is just 
the waiting game...

Will he return? What 

will happen then?

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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By: Catherine Shakdam  

Foreign Policy Association

A few days ago, the London 
based Saudi paper, Asharq 
al-Awsat, published that of-
ficials in Saudi Arabia are
claiming that the US and 

the KSA have successfully convinced 
President Saleh to remain in Riyadh for 
good.

The paper further wrote that under the 
pressure of both of his strongest allies, 
the US and the KSA, Saleh would have 
somewhat agreed to sign a GCC agree-
ment granting him total immunity from 
prosecution alongside his family mem-
bers.

On the same day of the publication, the 
Yemeni government denied the statement 
in its entirety, saying that Ali Abdullah 
Saleh had never made such a deal and 
that his return was in no way probable, 
but rather certain. The Yemeni state news 
agency later published that Saleh “will 
return to the country following the period 
of recuperation that has been specified by
his doctors,” quoting a Yemeni senior of-
ficial.

The regime

Today, Abdel-Hafez al-Nahari, the dep-
uty head of the media department of the 
GPC, the ruling party, told Asharq al-
Awsat, “the people of Yemen are await-
ing the return of the President to exercise 
his constitutional duty. His return is not 
subject of debate, rather the General 
People’s Congress party and the Yemeni 
people are eagerly awaiting the return of 

the President, for his return is necessary 
to manage the crisis, because he repre-
sents the safety valve for all factions.” 
The deputy further added, “what has been 
circulated by some media outlets with re-
gards to rumors that Saleh will not be re-
turning to Yemen are nothing more than 
unsubstantial claims.”

Interestingly enough, al-Nahari 
stressed in his phone interview with the 
Saudi paper that the US was fully back-
ing up Saleh in his political struggle and 
in his determination to return as acting 
President. “The US position today to-
wards the situation in Yemen is more 
understanding than at any time before, 
and they are aware that the return of the 
President is part of the solution, not part 
of the problem. The Americans also un-
derstand that change must take place on 
the basis of the [Yemeni] constitution and 
the people’s will.”

When asked about the negotiations 
which allegedly took place in Riyadh in 
between the regime and the opposition, 
al-Nahari said that there was no truth to 
it. “We in Yemen thank our allies for their 
efforts to preserve Yemeni unity, security, 
and stability. However we are not aware 
of any undisclosed negotiations taking 
place. He added “even if this were proven 
to be true we are afraid or concerned about 
this, because negotiation and dialogue are 
the only way to bring about change.”

The media

Despite the Yemeni government’s best 
efforts at silencing rumors about Saleh’s 
political fate, reports of him being pres-
sured by the White House and the Saudis 

continue to stream in the media. On Tues-
day, diplomatic sources reportedly told 
Reuters that the US was trying to con-
vince Saleh of prolonging his stay in Ri-
yadh as his return to Yemen would spark 
a civil war. The sources did not specify 
whether the embattled Yemeni President 
responded positively or not to those wish-
es. However, the fact that Saleh agreed to 
be moved from the hospital to a private 
residence in the Saudi capital led many to 
believe that the 69 year-old dictator was 
coming around.

The Associated Press quoted on the 
same day Yemeni officials saying under
cover of anonymity that, “the President 
reluctantly caved in to American and 
Saudi pressure to stay on in Saudi Ara-
bia… he will continue to listen to them 
until he makes a full recovery from his 
wounds and then he will decide what to 
do.” They added later that although Saleh 
was in the KSA he was still very much 
leading Yemen, daily conversing with his 
son, Ahmed Saleh and his nephews, en-
trusting them to carry through his orders.

Mark Toner, the US Department 
spokesman did not actually shed much 
light on the matter by refusing to confirm
clearly whether indeed the US and the 
KSA had brokered a deal with the Ye-
meni autocrat. He only said: “all we can 
do is continue to press our belief that this 
transition needs to happen immediately 
and cannot wait until a decision is made 
about his [Saleh’s] future. What we’re 
working on, through our embassy and our 
ambassador is trying to move the process 
forward now, rather than wait.”

A similar message was later conveyed 

by Gerard Feierstein, the US ambassador 
to Yemen when he told the radio Sawa: 
“We believe… dealing with political, 
economic and security problems in Ye-
men cannot happen without a transfer of 
power in the country, and the arrival of 
new leadership.”

The US ambassador also said that he 
was in talks with VP Hadi regarding a 
GCC proposal which would announce 
the terms of a timely transition of power. 
“I have met with Hadi 12 or 13 times 
since 3 June, and we are confident in him,
he has met with a number of US officials
and I believe he enjoys the complete con-
fidence of Washington, not just to accom-
plish the transition of power, but to lead 
Yemen during this transitional period. We 
do not believe that it is possible to wait 
any longer, and we have complete confi-
dence in [Yemeni Vice President] Hadi to 
complete the transition of power, all that 
we are waiting for is for President Saleh 
to sign the Gulf initiative.”

Meanwhile, the JMP, the Yemeni op-
position parties’ umbrella is announcing 
that it will hold its first National Council
of the Revolutionary Forces on August 
17th, in a bid to unlock the current po-
litical stalemate and mobilize people’s 
dwindling support for politicians in favor 
of that of the tribes. The Council wants 
to become according to its own statement 
the “national guardians of the people’s 
revolution.”

But if Yemen’s politicians are still 
willing to sit at the negotiating table, al-
Islah is hardening its tone, warning that if 
Saleh comes back it will declare war on 
the regime. 

UPI

Three days after U.S. Navy 
SEALs assassinated Osa-
ma bin Laden in May, the 
Americans mounted a major 
air operation in Yemen to 

kill a U.S.-born Muslim cleric they’ve 
branded one of al-Qaida’s most danger-
ous leaders.

Anwar al-Awlaki just escaped the mis-
siles fired from several U.S. aircraft but
the operation marked a significant esca-
lation in the secret war against the jihad-
ists in Yemen, known as al-Qaida in the 
Arabian Peninsula.

Awlaki’s importance as a target can be 
measured by the forces sent to eliminate 
him: U.S. Marine Corps Harrier fighters,
a Special Operations aircraft armed with 
short-range Griffin air-to-ground missiles
and a Predator unmanned aerial vehicles 
carrying AGM-114 Hellfire missiles.

The multi-aircraft strike May 5, dur-
ing which U.S. fliers chased a pickup
truck supposedly carrying Awlaki across 
rocky terrain, was part of a significant
escalation in the largely secret U.S. cam-
paign against AQAP, currently deemed 
the most dangerous jihadist group on the 
planet.

“This marks a major escalation in 
Washington’s fight against the group,
which is widely considered the most 
threatening to the U.S. homeland of all 
al-Qaida’s affiliate,” observed IPS Wash-
ington analyst Jim Lobe.

The intensification of covert op-
erations mounted by the U.S. military’s 
Joint Special Operations Command and 
the CIA underline how U.S. President 
Barack Obama, while scaling down U.S. 
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, is crank-
ing up secret wars, not just in Yemen but 
also in Somalia across the Gulf of Aden.

The Americans conducted their first
known attack in Somalia June 23 using 
UAVs armed with supersonic, armor-
piercing Hellfire missiles. The target was
a camp used by al-Shabaab, an Islamist 
group linked to al-Qaida and designated 
a terrorist organization by the U.S. State 
Department in 2008.

This means the Americans are con-
ducting clandestine airstrikes in six 
countries, a list that includes Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya.

Indications are that Washington also 
plans to turn up the heat on al-Qaida in 
the Islamic Maghreb, the jihadist’s North 
African branch, as well.

The May 5 attempt to kill Awlaki, a 

U.S. citizen who has been involved in at 
least three plots against the United States 
over the last two years, failed but only 
just.

Awlaki, AQAP’s ideologue and a key 
recruiter, remains a marked man as the 
Americans step up another clandestine 
conflict.

U.S. operations in Yemen are unlikely 
to come under congressional scrutiny, 
as the Arab country teeters on the brink 
of civil war after a six-month uprising 
against longtime dictator Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, a flawed ally of the Americans
who has frequently had dealings with the 
Islamists to stay in power.

In Yemen, security officials in Sanaa
say there was a sharp intensification of
remote-control UAV strikes in the first
week of May, mostly targeting oil-rich 
Shabwa province east of Sanaa.

There were more than 18 in the first
three weeks of June, with some 140 peo-
ple killed.

Six of these strikes were in Abyan 
province in the south, on the Arabian Sea, 
where AQAP has flourished. Among the
fatalities were longtime Yemeni jihadists 
Ali Abdullah Naji al Harithi, a senior op-
erative, and Ammar Abadah Nasser al-
Waeli, described as a key arms dealer.

The two men, veterans of the Iraq 
War, were killed June 13 in an airstrike 
on AQAP-held districts of Zinjibar, capi-
tal of Abyan province.

Officially, the Americans say that it’s
only in recent weeks that systematic se-
cret operations against AQAP have got 
going. But such operations have been 
under way for at least two years.

This underlines how Obama’s admin-
istration has increasingly come to rely on 
covert counter-terrorism operations even 
as it withdraws U.S. forces from Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

This, critics say, is a template for how 
undeclared wars involving U.S. forces 
will be waged in the future, increasingly 
secret and free of congressional over-
sight.

“The important difference between 
Obama’s wars in Pakistan and Yemen 
and his war in Libya is not in the level of 
hostilities or security interests, but rather 
in the ability to call one kind of war se-
cret and another kind public,” observed 
John Glaser of Antiwar.com, a Washing-
ton Web site.

“This realization, coupled with the 
cutting-edge technology that enables 
such shadow wars, carries dire prospects 
for the future.”

War of words in Yemen and contradictions

U.S. steps up Obama’s secret war in Yemen

As Yemen crisis drags on, risks grow
By: Elizabeth Arrott

Voice of America

Yemen's President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh says he is work-
ing on a plan for a peaceful 
transition of power, even as 
opponents announce they 

will unilaterally create what looks like an 
alternative government.  

The main opposition coalition will 
meet next week to form what it's calling a 
"national council" to step up the pressure 
against Saleh, who is currently in Saudi 
Arabia for medical treatment.  The oppo-
sition Joint Meeting Parties want to unite 
the demands of street protesters and other 
anti-government forces seeking an end to 
Saleh's decades-long rule.

Government officials are warning
against any such council, saying it would 
be a declaration of war against the state. 
Moreover, they say, it is unnecessary. Ye-
men's state media report that the president 
is again considering a plan by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council that outlines the 

steps toward a post-Saleh Yemen. The 
president is quoted as saying late Wednes-
day that his government is committed to 
finding solutions to the "disagreement"
with the opposition.  

Saleh was shown in a video from Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia, where he has been 
recovering from a bomb blast at his presi-
dential compound in June. He appeared 
more vigorous than in previous images. 
However, his comments about the GCC 
plan came under question. He has agreed 
to the GCC proposal three times in recent 
months, each time backing out at the last 
minute.  

The ongoing stalemate, now in its 
seventh month, is raising further alarms 
abroad.   The U.N. Security Council 
this week expressed its concerns, which 
range from a deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, to the instability being 
exploited by the Yemen-based terrorist 
group, al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula.  

U.N. Security Council President Hard-
eep Singh Puri urged all parties to reject 
violence as a solution to the political cri-

sis.   
"The members of the Security Council 

also called on all parties to move forward 
urgently, and an inclusive, orderly and 
Yemeni-led process of political transition 
that meets the needs and aspirations of the 
Yemeni people for change," said Puri.  

Yemen's government stresses that 
change will not be brought about by any 
external pressure.   

Officials this week rejected a report
that the United States and Saudi Arabia 
are urging  Saleh not to return to Sana'a. 
A U.S. State Department spokesman also 
denied the report, saying it was up to the 
president to return or not. Washington has 
long supportedSaleh as a bulwark against 
al-Qaida.  

Yemeni political commentator Nasser 
Arrabyee says Saleh's whereabouts are 
likely not as important as his actual in-
volvement in the process.  

"Saleh still has a lot of support," he said. 
"His supporters are millions here and that's 
why the international community is focus-
ing on a constitutional transition, which 

means that it is only President Saleh who 
will do this constitutional transition."

Arrabyee says the alternative, more 
violence between government forces and 
its opponents, is in no one's interest.  But 
he adds that the longer the situation drags 
on, the greater the chance that militant 
forces can coopt the original pro-reform 
movement. 

"The protesters are still there in the 
streets," said Arrabyee. "But their leaders 
are doing something else. They are now 
involved in military confrontations, under 
the leadership of al Ahmar, and they have 
also the defected general Ali Mohsen, 
who also supported the protests but he 
is involved in many military confronta-
tions."

Tribal leader Sadiq al-Ahmar, whose 
members have already fought fierce bat-
tles against government troops, joined 
forces late last month with other tribal 
groups to form the Alliance of Yemeni 
Tribes.  The well-armed tribes say any 
aggression against the protesters will be 
considered an attack against them.
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Y
usef, a first-generation
Pakistani engineering
student, moves off-
campus with a group of
Muslim punks in Buffa-

lo, New York. His new "un-orthodox"
house mates soon introduce him to
Taqwacore- a hardcore, Muslim punk
rock scene that only exists out west. As
the seasons change, Taqwacore influ-
ences the house more and more. The
living room becomes a mosque dur-
ing the day, while it continues to host
punk parties at night. Ultimately, Yusef
is influenced by Taqwacore too, as he
begins to challenge his own faith and
ideologies. The Taqwacores deals with
the complexities of being young and
Muslim in modern-day America.

Adapted from the novel of the same
title by Michael Muhammad Knight,
this 84 minutes film tells the story of
Yusef, a conservative Pakistani engi-
neering student, seeking to move off-
campus while going to school in Buf-
falo. Trying to be true to his religion, he
finds himself among an unlikely group
of Muslims—skaters, gays, and a riot
girl in a burqa. What they have in com-
mon is the philosophy of Taqwacore,
the Muslim punk-rock scene. Full of
trepidation at first about his house-
mates’ unconventional approach to be-
ing Muslim, Yusef is eventually influ-
enced by their ways.

The Taqwacore is an identity narra-
tive, a coming-of-age story, and a tale
of what happens when two seemingly
dissimilar cultures collide. Yusef strug-
gles to make sense of his faith and ide-
ologies in the midst of a wholly new,
yet still Muslim, culture presented by
the characters in his house. The film re-
minds us that identity is a choice to be

discovered, not a cultural mandate.
Questioning the treatment of Muslim

culture in the media, director Zahra has
constructed a low-budget masterpiece
interlaced with music from the real life

Taqwacore scene. Here we find an origi-
nal, complex, and sometimes humorous
portrait of being young and Muslim in
contemporary America. (In English and
Arabic with subtitles).

The Taqwacores:
The birth of punk Islam

By: Tafline Laylin
The Green Prophet

O
ne of humankind’s worst
tragedies is currently
unfolding in the Horn of
Africa, and it is caused by
the absence of water. Two

years of failed rain, and subsequent
drought and famine, is responsible for
the daily deaths of roughly 2,000 peo-
ple in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia.

According to the Director of Yale’s

Environmental Engineering Program,
water scarce countries like these in Af-
rica and the Middle East can achieve
greater water security by developing
desalination plants. However, as you
might have guessed, this conviction
does include a rather large caveat.

De-salting the sea
Menachem Elimelech also told PBS
that even the most advanced desalina-
tion technologies, which are becoming
increasingly necessary in countries like

Israel, Singapore, and Spain, still use
three times as much energy as conven-
tional water treatment.

There are two kinds of desalination
technologies at work in the world. The
Gulf Countries such as Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait, which have been hydrating
their citizens with desalinized water for
decades, still rely on archaic thermal
desalination plants that boil water and
condense the resulting steam in order to
produce potable water.

This process uses 
a lot of energy
But even new
technologies such
as reverse osmo-
sis, which involves
blasting seawa-
ter at very high
pressure through
molecular-sized
perforations in a
plastic membrane
that captures all
but 0.05% of
the salt pumped
through it, is en-
ergy intensive.

The most ad-
vanced desalina-
tion plant requires
as much electrical
energy to pro-
duce 1000 liters
of clean water as
30 100 watt light-
bulbs left on for an hour. If this doesn’t
seem a lot to you, consider this: Israel’s
fifth desalination plant along the Medi-
terranean produces 500 million cubic
meters of water every year. A cubic me-
ter is equivalent to 1,000 liters.

That’s a lot of lightbulbs, particu-
larly for Israel, which has very few of
its own energy sources with which to
power these plants. But even oil-rich
nations have to exercise caution.

Hello… global warming
Arwa recently posted a Carboun info-
graphic that maps the carbon emissions
of Middle Eastern countries. It is no
coincidence that water scarce Qatar - a
major oil and gas hub – has the high-
est per capita emissions in the world, or
that Kuwait and the UAE came in 3rd
and 4th given how richly they depend
on desalination for their water resourc-
es.

Climate change
caused by such
devastatingly high
carbon emissions
n o t w i t h s t a n d -
ing, though this
alone is a serious
enough, increas-
ingly pinched oil
supplies should in-
spire managers in
the Gulf to seek out
more energy effi-
cient technologies.
Otherwise, they
will become even
more expensive
than they already
are, and eventually,
when oil runs out
completely, they
will cease to exist.

The solar option
Menchem Elimelech

from Yale did not mention solar-pow-
ered desalination plants in the brief
interview published by PBS, but the
United Arab Emirates have been test-
ing this new technology as a potential
alternative to the current model. In the
meantime, the Gulf countries have no
choice but to continue burning up elec-
tricity for water. But for everyone else,
it should be the last resort after water
conservation and wastewater reuse.
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When is energy-intensive desalination a last resort.

Why desalination should be the last option for the Mideast

Women football making headway in Saudi Arabia

Dream of competing in Olympics 
despite sexist barriers at home

By: Rob L. Wagner
The Media Line

Shaima Sabri, 12, dreams of
the day when she plays foot-
ball on a stadium field of
green grass with her father
and brothers in a crowd of

thousands cheering her on to victory.
On the first day of Ramadan after

Maghreb prayer, Shaima was running
barefoot through a hardscrabble patch of
dirt off Madinah Road in Jeddah. Play-
ing with the neighborhood kids, she was
kicking a frayed football. Her dreams
at that moment of playing before thou-
sands were as elusive as the sweeping
green fields that she hopes to play on.

“Some day I will play like Salem Al-
dawsari with Saudia,” said Shaima, re-
ferring to one of Saudi Arabia’s leading
footballers. “But sometimes I think this
is as far as I will get.”

Yet Shaima, and girls and women
like her, have an unlikely ally in help-
ing them organize football leagues: the
men’s Saudi Arabian Football Federa-
tion.

Ahmad Eid Al-Harbi, vice presi-
dent of the Player Status Committee
for the Saudi Arabian Football Federa-
tion, which plays under FIFA, has been
quietly visiting university campuses to
help women develop football teams.
Al-Harbi said meetings have included
consultations on how to negotiate with
the international football unions from
Germany, Brazil, the United States and
the United Kingdom in order to help
women qualify for trainer positions. The
Federation has also developed a physi-
cal education curriculum for women’s
university campuses.

“Three weeks ago I visited CBA 
(College of Business Administration)
University in Jeddah and we had long
conversations with officials there with
regard to women’s sports,” Al-Harbi
told The Media Line. “We formed a
group of women who are willing to play
basketball and volleyball. We also con-
vinced another group of women to form
a football team. Now, they are consider-
ing organizing a league among all wom-
en’s universities in the region as a step
towards participating in the Olympics
Games.” At least seven Arab countries
presently have women’s football teams.

The meetings mark the first acknowl-

edgement from a sanctioned Saudi
sports body that women could someday
compete in the Olympics Games. Com-
peting in the Olympics is a tantalizing
goal for women athletes who believe
that Saudi society might never recog-
nize that women should have equal
footing with men in sports. In the past
two years, young Saudi women decided
that they could no longer wait for gov-
ernment permission and funding to start
their own football league. Instead, they
organized their own teams and paid
trainers out of their own pockets to
develop competitive teams. One such
team is the fledgling all-women’s Kings
United Football Club in Jeddah.

Al-Harbi cautioned that although he
wants to see women on the playing field,
the road to government-funded leagues
still is fraught with many obstacles.

“Saudi Arabia is a tribal society that
doesn’t believe in speedy change,” Al-
Harbi said. “However, I believe there
is a quite sizable number of the society
that is ready to accept women social
sports that contribute to women’s good
health and her main role in the family as
a leader. When it comes to competitive
sports, this needs quite longer time to be
accepted.”

Although Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal
joins Al-Harbi in supporting the right of
women to play football, Al-Harbi char-
acterized the atmosphere in Saudi Ara-
bia as “hostile” to competitive women’s
sports. “I’m all for [women’s football
leagues] if we prepare the right atmo-
sphere for such participation. We need
to build a very strong infrastructure and
we need human resources. Above all, we
need to prepare the social atmosphere
to accept such competitions to make it
friendlier than it is now,” he said.

Indeed, Rima Abdullah, the founder
of Kings United, told the Dubai-based
Al-Arabyia TV last month that she has
been criticized for organizing her foot-
ball team.

“As for society as a whole, when
we first appeared in public, we were
attacked,” Abdullah said. “One of the
most vehement attacks against me was
during a Friday sermon. The entire ser-
mon was about Rima Abdullah, as if I
were pushing Saudi women towards
promiscuity, or something.”

Kings United began playing in secret
around Jeddah in 2005. The team rented

secluded football fields to keep away
the curious. Players paid their own ex-
penses. Each player must have written
permission from a male guardian to
participate. The team then initiated a
publicity campaign to drum up support.
Last year, the team sought to participate
in a women’s tournament in Bahrain that
included teams from Oman and Kuwait.
The Saudi team did not receive permis-
sion to play because FIFA and the Saudi
Arabian Football Federation do not for-
mally recognize the team.

Al-Harbi advised patience. “One
should first work on providing suitable
places such as playgrounds or stadiums
that are specially equipped for women
in our segregated society,” he said.
“Second, women’s organized leagues
should be operated under a very strong
umbrella that protects women and the
ultimate goals of which leagues are
formed. I suggest it should be at least
as a first step operated under Ministry
of Education. It should also follow the
Islamic regulations so it doesn’t upset
the religious authorities.”

And there-in lies the obstacle. Re-
ligious conservatives have not only
railed against women’s sports leagues
as unseemly and undignified activities,
but as a threat to players’ virginity. As
perhaps the leading voice in domestic
matters, religious leaders hold consider-
able sway over what is permissible and
what is forbidden in Saudi society. Ear-
lier this year, clerics demanded the res-
ignation of the dean at the all-women’s
Princess Noor University for Women
in Riyadh for implementing a physical
education program.

A 2009 Al-Riyadh newspaper survey
of 2,250 Saudis reported that only 4 per-
cent opposed female physical education.
But Saudi Grand Mufti Sheik Abdul
Aziz Al-Asheik told Al Eqtisadiah TV
that, “Women should be housewives.
There is no need for them to engage in
sports.”

Kings United has been careful not to
rock the boat. Players wear the hijab,
sleeveless jerseys and shorts at mid-
thigh in front of all-female crowds, but
long white clothes and the hijab that
complies with Sharia, or Islamic law,
for male audiences.

Jeddah-based blogger Susie’s Big
Adventure, who prefers to be identified
only as Susie and writes extensively on
Saudi women’s health issues, told The
Media Line that physical education and
participating in organized sports can
improve Saudi women’s health. The
Salman Medical Center at King Fahd
Health City in Riyadh reported last year
that half of the Saudi women between
the ages of 30 and 45 suffer from obe-
sity.

“If Muslim men truly cared about the
health of Muslim women, they would
encourage and support physical activi-
ties for women,” Susie said.

The good news is that government
funding for women’s leagues may be
more than just wishful thinking with
the backing of the Saudi Arabian Foot-
ball Federation. The bad news is that it
might not be what women footballers
want.

Al-Harbi noted that women’s groups
should receive government-funding
equal to men, but money should first
be allocated for physical education or
“soft” sports, such as basketball and
gymnastics, as a means to integrate
Saudi women into competitive interna-
tional sports.

However, as for a FIFA-approved
Saudi women’s team like the Iranian
Football Federation, Al-Harbi doesn’t
see a quick solution. “Saudi society is
a very conservative one, even when
it comes to men’s clubs. No one can
imagine his daughter playing in front
of thousands of people wearing shorts,
such as in football.”

Saudi members of the King`s United women football club train at a stadium 
in the Red sea port of Jeddah on May 20,2009, despite strict religious taboos 
in the desert kingdom.
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By: World Bulletin and agencies

Muslims all over the world marked the start of 
the Holy Month Ramadan. The world's one point 
two	
�    billion	
�    Muslims,	
�    around	
�    one-fifth	
�    of	
�    humanity	
�    
on Monday began this year's observance of the 
Ramadan	
�    fasting	
�    season,	
�    regarded	
�    as	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    five	
�    
pillars of the Islamic faith.

Ramadan around the world in pictures

Pakistanis pray before their Iftar (fast breaking) at the Dervesh Mosque in Peshawar. 

Yemeni man reads a copy of the Koran at the Great 
Mosque	
�    on	
�    the	
�    first	
�    day	
�    of	
�    the	
�    fasting	
�    month	
�    of	
�    Ra-
madan, in the Old city of Sana'a, Yemen, 01 August 
2011.

Children break fast at King Fahad Mosque on the 
first	
�    day	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Muslim	
�    fasting	
�    month	
�    of	
�    Ramadan	
�    
in Culver City, Los Angeles, California August 1, 
2011.

A	
�    man	
�    reads	
�    the	
�    Koran	
�    on	
�    the	
�    first	
�    day	
�    of	
�    Ramadan	
�    
while taking shelter from rain on a sidewalk in La-
hore August 2, 2011.

Tunisians	
�    buy	
�    bread	
�    on	
�    the	
�    first	
�    day	
�    of	
�    Ramadan	
�    at	
�    
a market in the capital Tunis.

A boy takes part in prayers at Strasbourg's new 
Grand Mosque.

A Palestinian boy plays with 
fireworks	
�    to	
�    celebrate	
�    the	
�    begin-
ning of the Muslim holy fasting 
month of Ramadan in Gaza City 
on 01 August 2011.

An	
�    UAE	
�    police	
�    fire	
�    a	
�    cannon,	
�    as	
�    a	
�    signal	
�    for	
�    the	
�    end	
�    
of the fasting day during Ramadan, in Dubai, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, on 01 August 2011.

Women pray inside a mosque in Parañaque, Philip-
pines. 

Yemeni anti-government protesters pray as they 
hold	
�    the	
�    Iftar	
�    meal	
�    to	
�    break	
�    their	
�    fast	
�    on	
�    the	
�    first	
�    
day of the fasting month of Ramadan, in Sanaa, Ye-
men, 01 August 2011. 

Saudis buy and sell dates on the eve of Ramadan at a market in Riyadh.

A Nepalese Muslim reads the Koran on the sec-
ond day of the month-long fasting during the holy 
month of Ramadan in Kathmandu August 2, 2011.
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FACILITIES ENGINEERS  
Sana'a & Field Based 

Yemeni Oil Production Operations 

Over the past 10 years, DNO Yemen AS, with its country 
headquarters in Sana’a and its Field Operations in the Hadramout 
Governorate, has played an important role in the onshore 
Exploration and Production of Oil and Gas. 

Recent developments within our Sana’a and Field based operations has created new opportunities 
for three (3) industry experienced �“Facility Engineers�”. 

Reporting into our Project Engineering Group, the successful candidates will have a recognised 
engineering discipline degree (ideally Mechanical, Electrical, Instrument or Chemical) and have a 
minimum of two years post-graduate industrial experience. Your role will be to assist in the 
design, planning, scheduling, implementation and subsequent installation of new build plant and 
equipment into our existing Wadi Hadramout facilities. These positions are both office and field 
based.    

If you, in addition to meeting above specification, can demonstrate superior Microsoft Office IT 
and English language skills, we would be pleased to hear from you.  

Yemeni Nationals Only 
Should you wish to further develop your career within our Project Engineering Group, please in the first instance, e-mail 
your resume, along with an introductory letter, detailing why you feel you should be considered for this position to:-  

careers@dnoyemen.no 
Please specify your engineering specialty in the “Subject” box and attach one integrated MS Word file. Applications 
with attachments in excess of 1MB in size, cannot be accepted. We regret that we can only respond to those applicants 
who meet the above criteria. 

Visit our web site at www.dno.no
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Youth Talk
Compiled by Mahmood Al-Matari and Safiya Al-Jabry

By: Sharique Naeem

shariq_n@hotmail.com

With the Arab spring 
in full flow, it is
becoming clearer
that many players
are competing for

the space created by the overthrow of
some rulers in the Middle East. Whilst
the masses braved the brutal crackdown
on the streets to end the architecture of
client rulers, foreign interference and
foreign dependency constructed by
the Western colonial powers, the West
continues to call the Arab spring as a
call for democracy, Western values
and more Western involvement. The
decades of oppression by the dictato-
rial rulers has led to some confusion on
where Capitalism ends and where Islam
begins.

The debate as to what should replace
fallen tyrants, is now taking place in the
Arab world. The western media, has
cleverly equated the demand for justice
and removal of tyrants, with the notion
that only democracy can meet those de-
mands. This however is not true. First-
ly, the masses have not stood up for a
‘secular democracy’ as envisioned by
the West, and secondly that democracy
itself has fundamental flaws.

However, the Islamic system is fun-
damentally different, because it takes
the Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet
(pbuh) as the basis of governance. It
therefore has the capacity to offer true
justice to the people, irrespective of
their creed, ethnicity or language.

In the Khilafah, the state applies the
Islamic constitution, and it will replace
the existing plethora of constitutions
that keep the Muslim world subjugated
and backward. The Khilafah guarantees
elections, and regional and ‘nationwide’ 
assemblies which form the pre-requisite

governance institutions, including a ju-
dicial authority to check the actions of
the executive, and protect the rights of
all citizens – men and women, Muslim
and non-Muslim alike. It is imperative
to note that the Islamic state will neither
be theocratic nor does it model itself on
any other contemporary Muslim state.

The new Islamic constitution will
have one head of state (Khalifah) to
replace the current unstable and ill-
defined roles of Monarch, President or
Prime Minister. A new People’s Assem-
bly (Majlis ul Ummah) will replace the
plethora of lower and upper houses and
a strengthened judiciary, with a new
court targeting state injustice (Mahka-
mat ul-Madhalim), to replace the exist-
ing politically manipulated legal sys-
tem. Both the new judiciary and elected
People’s Assembly will provide the
requisite institutional checks and bal-
ances in the Islamic political system.

Also, both the head of state and the
new People’s Assembly will be elected
via an open, transparent and fair pro-
cess. The People’s Assembly comprises
representatives from across the Kh-
ilafah and will include Muslims and
non-Muslims. The council is designed
not only to make representations to the
state, but also has the power to scruti-
nize and overturn state policy, analyze
the budget and hold leaders to account.
In this way accountability is focused.
Whereas in Democracy, shared ruling
results in shared accountability, that
results in diluting any efforts towards
accountability.

Moreover, all judges in the new
‘Court of Injustices’ and other courts
will be independent from the executive
and consultative assembly. No individ-
ual – not the Khaleefah, armed forces
and their chiefs, the elite, or industrial
barons – is above the law. The rule of
law will be implemented without fear

or favor. All policies of the state can be
challenged in court. Where the court
is actively investigating a complaint
against the head of state, the head of
state has no right to remove any judge
involved in the case. Any verdict by a
judge is final irrespective of the wishes
of the ruler.

The appointment of a Chief Justice
and Qadi in the Court of Madhalim
(injustices) creates a dedicated office
of the judiciary charged with check-
ing the state’s compliance with the law.
The Madhalim court does not rely on
a plaintiff raising a specific complaint
against the state and is charged with
ongoing monitoring of all organs of
state. The ‘Madhalim’ has the power to
remove the head of state if he breaches
his terms of contract. Contrary to this
in the present democratic system, the
court’s jurisdictions are restricted. For
example in Pakistan the court cannot
order to stop drone attacks, XE opera-
tives, NATO supply lines etc. Similarly
in Bangladesh the court is unable to
stop the increasing influence of impe-
rialist America or India, because many
such actions have legal protection from
the legislature or establishment.

Islam obliges the people to criticize,
account and denounce, if necessary,
any action of the ruler, his advisors or
any policy carried out by the state that
disagrees with Islam or oppresses the
people. This is done by individuals,
scholars, the media and political groups
and parties.

In Khilafah, the independent judicia-
ry and People’s Assemblies institution-
alize the culture of accountability and
scrutiny that is a collective obligation
in Islam. On the other hand in a Democ-
racy, accountability is considered as a
mere right, and not an obligation.

Unlike in dictatorships and democra-
cies, the Khilafah state believes torture,

spying and arbitrary arrest as carried
out by the Muslim world’s intelligence
and security apparatus under the su-
pervision of the US as forbidden under
Islamic law. Such activities therefore
are absolutely illegal (haram), have no
place at all in any civilized society and
would be prosecuted under the Sha-
riah.

The Khalifah will introduce radi-
cal Islamic policies that tear down any
provisions that enforce the Police State.
Citizens of the Khilafah, Muslims and
non-Muslims, will have the right to
take any member of the enforcement
agencies, regardless of rank, to court
and/or register a complaint to an inde-
pendent judiciary (Mahkamut ul-Mad-
halim) without any implications for his/
her wellbeing.

Whilst the West has a short history of
developing checks and balances, fun-
damental problems exist in every secu-
lar democracy, advanced, emerging,
large, small, Western or Eastern. They
all show the same thing: they serve the
elite and not the public; their politicians
are largely corrupt; wealth remains con-
fined to a tiny minority; and long term
challenges are consistently ducked –
this is the reality of democracy. To copy
and paste this system in the Islamic
lands will just turn the uprisings from
dictatorships to examples of democratic
failures. Pakistan is one such example,
where both democracy and dictatorship
have been tested again and again, and
have continued to fail. In Bangladesh
too, the people have witnessed the fail-
ure of democracy. It’s independence
from India, and then from Pakistan, has
not brought any meaningful change, be-
cause the flawed capitalist system con-
tinues to date. The only natural and vi-
able option left for the Muslim world, is
to opt for a Caliphate which will deliver
the much needed justice to the masses.

Justice: dictatorship, democracy or caliphate?

Polarization come!

 Next Week’s Question: 

Do you think the president will come back to 

Yemen before the end of Ramadhan, and why?

Follow this section for a new question every week and feel free to reply 
with your answers or feedback by sending an e-mail to  ytyouth@
gmail.com. So this is your chance to share your humorous stories, 
poems or opinions with other young readers!

In this section we talk to young people about their 

concerns, hopes and dreams. Every week we hit the 

streets and share what young people have to say 

right here.

 This week’s question:

Fatima Al-Azzani

We can’t work well in the kitchen and the cooking becomes more dif-
ficult	
�     as	
�    we	
�     can’t	
�     use	
�     any	
�     of	
�     the	
�     electric	
�     gadgets.	
�     Also	
�     candles	
�     have	
�    
become	
�    more	
�    expensive	
�    and	
�    smaller	
�    in	
�    size.	
�    When	
�    there	
�    was	
�    no	
�    power	
�    
during the taraweeh (after evening prayer) we were scared as women, 
to	
�    walk	
�    in	
�    the	
�    dark	
�    streets	
�    and	
�    go	
�    to	
�    the	
�    mosques	
�    so	
�    we	
�    did	
�    not	
�    go.	
�    I	
�    
did	
�    not	
�    get	
�    to	
�    enjoy	
�    many	
�    of	
�    my	
�    favorite	
�    TV	
�    series	
�    because	
�    one	
�    day	
�    I	
�    
can	
�    watch	
�    it	
�    the	
�    other	
�    not	
�    so	
�    I	
�    could	
�    not	
�    follow	
�    the	
�    story.

Mohammed Sharba

The problem with Yemenis is that we don’t even care if we are de-
prived	
�    of	
�    our	
�    basic	
�    rights	
�    by	
�    our	
�    careless	
�    government.	
�    We	
�    feel	
�    lucky	
�    if	
�    
we get something as simple as electric power and try to make the best 
of	
�    it	
�    while	
�    it	
�    is	
�    there.	
�    Then	
�    when	
�    it	
�    is	
�    not	
�    life	
�    stops.

Abdulnasser Al-Abdali

Actually,	
�    we	
�    been	
�    have	
�    affected	
�    a	
�    lot	
�    because	
�    of	
�    the	
�    power	
�    blackouts	
�    
especially during Ramadhan which is supposed to be the month of 
mercy	
�    and	
�    blessings.	
�    The	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    electricity	
�    has	
�    caused	
�    loss	
�    of	
�    life	
�    and	
�    
damaged	
�    machines.	
�    It	
�    has	
�    really	
�    become	
�    a	
�    nightmare	
�    in	
�    our	
�    lives.

Lisa Al-Absi

Working in the kitchen has become a nightmare and we can’t store 
things	
�     in	
�     the	
�     fridge	
�     they	
�    get	
�     spoiled.	
�    Also	
�     time	
�     is	
�    boring	
�    and	
�    moves	
�    
slowly	
�    as	
�    we	
�    can’t	
�    watch	
�    TV.	
�    In	
�    the	
�    office	
�    it	
�    has	
�    not	
�    affected	
�    me	
�    be-
cause	
�    there	
�    is	
�    a	
�    generator	
�    but	
�    at	
�    home	
�    it	
�    was	
�    a	
�    problem.	
�    These	
�    days	
�    it	
�    
is	
�    better	
�    as	
�    the	
�    electricity	
�    does	
�    not	
�    get	
�    disconnected	
�    as	
�    it	
�    used	
�    to	
�    be.

Noman Al-Khadhmi

At	
�    home	
�    we	
�     face	
�    problems	
�    with	
�     the	
�     lack	
�    of	
�     electricity	
�     especially	
�    we	
�    
can’t	
�    get	
�    water	
�    because	
�    the	
�    water	
�    pump	
�    needs	
�    electricity	
�    and	
�    I	
�    had	
�    to	
�    
carry	
�    water	
�    in	
�    jerry	
�    can.	
�    Also	
�    we	
�    used	
�    so	
�    many	
�    candles	
�    which	
�    is	
�    dan-
gerous	
�    as	
�    I	
�    have	
�    young	
�    kids	
�    at	
�    home.	
�    	
�    I	
�    have	
�    a	
�    generator	
�    but	
�    I	
�    try	
�    not	
�    
to	
�    use	
�    it	
�    because	
�    of	
�    the	
�    noise	
�    and	
�    also	
�    the	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    diesel.	
�    At	
�    work	
�    when	
�    
we want to get things done everything stops even a simple fax or email 
becomes	
�    too	
�    much.	
�    We	
�    also	
�    fear	
�    buying	
�    goods	
�    that	
�    require	
�    the	
�    fridge	
�    
because	
�    they	
�    might	
�    be	
�    spoiled.

Maryam Al-Yemeni

It	
�    has	
�    not	
�    affected	
�    my	
�    life	
�    because	
�    we	
�    have	
�    electricity	
�    all	
�    the	
�    time	
�    as	
�    we	
�    
live	
�    near	
�    the	
�    Jumhouri	
�    Palace	
�    in	
�    Al-Qaser	
�    Street.

Sami Shamlan

I	
�    wonder	
�    if	
�    we	
�    have	
�    electricity	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    or	
�    not	
�    because	
�    it	
�    only	
�    comes	
�    
for	
�    one	
�    or	
�    two	
�    hours	
�    a	
�    day.	
�    Because	
�    of	
�    the	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    electricity	
�    we	
�    can’t	
�    
do	
�    anything.	
�    Think	
�    about	
�    how	
�    cut-off	
�    affected	
�    our	
�    brothers	
�    who	
�    live	
�    
in	
�    the	
�    hot	
�    coastal	
�    areas	
�    in	
�    this	
�    warm	
�    summer.	
�    I	
�    have	
�    heard	
�    that	
�    many	
�    
persons	
�    died	
�    because	
�    of	
�    the	
�    heat.	
�    

Shoura Shamllan

Yes the lack of electricity affected us in many ways, but there the bright 
side	
�    is	
�    that	
�    I	
�    have	
�    free	
�    time	
�    to	
�    worship	
�    Allah	
�    and	
�    read	
�    Holley	
�    Quran	
�    
especially	
�    in	
�    a	
�    month	
�    like	
�    Ramadan.

Kamal Yahya

As	
�     a	
�    matter	
�     of	
�     fact	
�     I	
�     become	
�     off	
�    when	
�     the	
�     power	
�     is	
�     off.	
�     Everything	
�    
seems	
�    dark	
�    to	
�    me	
�    and	
�    gloomy.	
�    I	
�    guess	
�    this	
�    is	
�    the	
�    nature	
�    of	
�    things	
�    un-
fortunately this happens during the holy month of Ramadan which we 
should	
�    benefit	
�    from	
�    spiritually	
�    and	
�    socially.

Wagdi Al-Shameeri

The story of electricity in Yemen is like a nice dream which we get 
woken up from when the electricity goes off and we remember that we 
are	
�    living	
�    in	
�    such	
�    a	
�    country.	
�    It	
�    is	
�    ironic	
�    that	
�    when	
�    the	
�    electricity	
�    lasts	
�    
for long hours we start to wonder what is going on and whether some-
thing	
�    bad	
�    is	
�    going	
�    to	
�    happen.	
�    As	
�    if	
�    electricity	
�    is	
�    the	
�    exception	
�    and	
�    the	
�    
norm	
�    is	
�    being	
�    without	
�    power.

Shihab Al-Ashhab

When	
�    the	
�    electricity	
�    is	
�    gone	
�    I	
�    think	
�    about	
�    the	
�    many	
�    stores,	
�    companies	
�    
and	
�    factories	
�    which	
�    stopped	
�    and	
�    the	
�    money	
�    lost.	
�    Also	
�    there	
�    is	
�    much	
�    
pollution	
�    now	
�    especially	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    because	
�    everyone	
�    uses	
�    generators.	
�    
I	
�    can’t	
�    imagine	
�    how	
�    Sana’a	
�    will	
�    improve	
�    in	
�    the	
�    next	
�    five	
�    years	
�    unless	
�    
there is an improvement in the government to resolve this problem 
and	
�    I	
�    hope	
�    this	
�    happens	
�    soon.

How has the lack of electricity affected your 

life especially during  Ramadan?

A street fruit seller awaits customers gloomily in a vegetables market in Sana’a but does not anticipate much 

because of the economic recession.

 YT photo by Yousif Ajlan

By: Hamza Alshargabi 

latenightsurgery.blogspot.com

I was talking to a young Egyp-
tian politician the other day
prior to me meeting a promi-
nent American official, I knew
this Egyptian guy for years as

a friend and as a doctor, and although
our political views differed we man-
aged to be very good friends.

The question that I had to ask him
and delay his sleep for 90 minutes
was: why do you guys in Egypt have
it heavy against the Americans in
your politics and what does he recom-
mend regarding this big meeting of
mine? he simply answered don't meet
the man your interests don't match
(just like our interests in Egypt don't

match with the Americans! I could
understand his logic, but I had to dig
a little further knowing our situation
in Yemen differed a bit, so I went fur-
ther.. I know your party speaks to the
American here and there! and he kept
denying and he said it is a core fun-
damental issue for them not to speak
to the Americans unless it s all in the
open and very well documented and
on Camera.

After 90 minutes of back and forth
along those lines, I had to hang up our
little chat and let my tired friend go
to bed!

That was the starting point for me
to think, how did all the parties ended
up here, and where to head from here
to the future?

My answer to self was (stupid ass

governance along with dictatorships
from the end of 70s till now) surly did
no good from the Arabs side to present
themselves to the world in one side..
and overly pragmatic and overly (lets
stand with Israel for this time only)
policy from the Americans that led to
more polarization and to slogans like
(American is the greatest devil).

The Arab spring is bringing an
unprecedented chance for this polar-
ization to end, however I still see all
sides not investing to make it fade, in
the contrary one can clearly see how
limping the US foreign policy is be-
having when it comes to expressing
discontent towards their old dictator
friends (we know he is a SOB but he
is our SOB) to the over blaming of the
US role in Arab politics and insisting

on the the Americans said not to do
this to us ??? ( I thought in your coun-
try u should be more relevant than the
us (if u wanna play politics) other wise
go do some gardening!

I don't like any anti sentiment, anti
American or anti Iran for that matter
in the Arab world right now, we wast-
ed our chance to alliance with Iran in
the 80s with our stupid Iraq/Iran war
and we wasted our chance to play it
well with the Americans in 50s.

I can understand how difficult it was
back then, since no1 knew anything
about the other rather than orientalist
tales and pillars of wisdom of the one
and only Lawrence of Arabia (which
I hate).

But this is not accepted now! why?
because you are reading this!
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Teaching Japanese Language  4
in Sana'a and Freelance 
Japanese inter prater.

 Please call:736876882
Bachelor in English language   4
I have experience in Business 
correspondence administration 
work. 734510405
Gamal, Bachelor degree of  4
English, diploma in 
marketing, diploma in 
computer secretarial & 
Experiences as a treasurer. I 
would like to work in any 
ares of my  specialization.
777004207 
Mahmood bachelor degree in  4
English, computer and 
marketing courses one year 
experience in the United 
Insurance company in Taiz as 
a promoter.
mahmoodhizam@yahoo.com. 
713405946
Bachelor of computer science  4
- India & years experience in
desktop application
programming. 733300597
RadFan Haza'a. Police officer.  4
Excellent English. work as 
police supervisor, participated 
in peacekeeping forces of U.N 
as international supervisor. 

Desire for working as 
bodyguard or security officer 
in any embassy.

 Contact: 733312226
Bachelor in Radio and T.V  4
media from Aden university 
many of professional capacity 
in the T.V-Radio Productions. 
computer skills

 Contact : 735869554
Diploma in business, 5 years  4
experience in accounts & 
correspondent. fluent in 
English, computer skills. 

 Contact: 735627704
Doploma degree in English, I  4
would like to work with an 
forign company even as 
adriver.
 Yazeedready@yahoo.com
 700001870-733498650
BA in English Faculty of Arts  4
Taiz University Tofel 557, 
Diploma of computer 
secretary fast typist. 

 Sana'a 713900528
Master diploma in (English)  4
is seeking a job in Sana'a 
Long experience in teaching 
English.
 777584644 - 733496587
Qualified translator - entrap  4
English /Arabic and vice- 
versa. Jamal - 733245514
Free lance translator High  4
skilled expert. Mammon - 
736913669
Professional English teacher,  4
all levels. Aden. 771433797, 
734201785
Nadia Mukhtar - single,  4
native Indian, obtained 
English and secretary diploma 
with  Excellent grade, 
experienced in graphics, 
commercial correspondence, 
translation, excellent 
communication skills, wants 
to work in Taiz mobile: 
771648313
Diploma in civil Engineering  4
3 years, Experience in Road 
survey. Good knowledge of 
English, computer skills. Taiz: 
734383275

Qualified female teachers for  4
English, Maths & Science, 
teach studentsagefrom 5 to 10 
years old. To work in avery 
healthy & Productive 
enviromment. teachers should 

be nonaccented English 
speakers.

 733811430  
E.mail:rainbows@y.net.ye
Part time accountant required:  4
bachelor degree, excellent 
English and Arabic, computer 
literate. Send detailed CV to 
jobsys3@gmail.com
A student Advisor is required  4
with the following 
qualifications:

Excellent speaking and1.
writing skills in both Arabic
and English.
Abilith to work well within2.
a team or on own initiative
Excellent computer and3.
Internet skills.
Excellent typing skills4.
(Arabic and English).

To be considerde, please email 
your CV to Jobsys3@gmail.com

Bachelor of Economics (BA  4
Economics) and master of 
sociology (MA, Sociology) 
past graduation in computer 
application (P.G.D.A) 
Excellent command over 
written. Spoken English. 4 
years Glut Experience  in 
secretary, store keeper. 
SUNIL near University of 
Science  & Technology 
Hospital. 713430545 
Lessons at Home, evening  4
classes in English, math, book 
keeping & accounting. 
Reasonable rates. Qualified & 
experienced teachers.
bashuaib@yahoo.com
736567517
Marketing officer institute of  4
development impact CV 
please send to fax number 
454077

Aden, Al-Tawahi 4thfloor  4
appartment, contains 4 
bedrooms, hall, big balcon, 
seaview. Jabar 771433757, 
734201785
New offices are available for  4
rent at Aman Tower - Zubairy 
street . 735870015
We have apartement for rent  4
consists of three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bathroomes  and 
a hall. Location in Mujahad 
street.
Contact: 711140184
Appartment without furnture.  4

contains 3 bedroom, hall, 
2bathrooms, kitchen.
Abo Ali: 777448617
New apartments for rent at  4
Hadda. Sabaa Bank buildings 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and 
a Diwan

 733869522 - 770567930

Second-hand vehicles of all  4
sizes and brands, in a good 
shape, used by embassies and 
foreign companies. 
714700805
Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003,  4
Mileage 170 000km Engine ia 
in excellent consition.
Tel: 733174993
Car for sale: Toyota Camry  4
2000, golden color, good 
condition, maintained by 
foreighner. Price $9000 (non 
neegotiable). V. Christopher  
733816219, 733712299.
Car for sale: 4
Company/Model: Hyundai- 
2004, Colour- Light Gray, 
Good Condition & maintained 
by foreigner, Price: 6000 
USD (Six Thousand USD-
Non Negotiable) for more 
details plz contact: Basim 
Abdulfatah 71175382
Brand / Hyundai 4
Vehicle model / Centnal
Calar /Black / gray
Year / 2005
To contect Tel/ 735229229/ 
7141414414/ 735229229 
Toyota "Echo" 2001 custom  4
duty paid color - silver, was 
used 5 years in Dubai 4.5 in 
Sana'a the second owner good 
condition, wheels, battery - 
new air conditioner, radio, 
cassette player Extra - some 
presents for a car. Price: 4,800 
$ (American $)
Contact: 01-621412      
mob:711673699
BedRoom (used) contains of  4
(double Bed, wardrobe, 
Hairdo, Extension drawers 
and Bed Brushes.)
 Mobile:777395261
CANON Power shot SX130  4
IS, Digital Camera new, 
12x700m, 12.1mp, HD 
Movie. Included, 4gb 
memory, Tripod, Pouch, 
Battery charger.
Contact:733219800

1115 August, 2011

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian    01 446064/5/8

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank   274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

Hartz    Sana'a: 01 440309
  Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221

Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975  Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751
DHL  01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3
World Shipping    01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

  Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029        Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

  Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

  Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,    Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
  01 266375   

Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

  Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593 
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 
02-221270

Falcon Holidays 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

 Classifieds

Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)

❒For Sale   ❒Required ❒Available   ❒For Lease
❒For Hire/Rent ❒Job Require ❒Situation Vacant ❒Others

Details:

Contact Address:

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. call 268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics & 
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
• Packing/Land Transportation.
• International door to door services.
• Warehousing /Logistical planning.
• Customs clearance/Local

Visa/Documentation handling.
• Real Estate Services.
• Ticking Reservations & General

Tourism Services.
• Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo



By: Shatha Al-Harazi

Mohsen Al-
Aghbari is 
a third-year 
physics stu-
dent at Sana’a 

University. At 32 years old, he is a 
member of the Free Independent 
Youth Coalition, one of the most 
active independent coalitions 
in Change Square, where anti-
government protests have been 
taking place since February. 

Al-Aghbari joined the protests 
during the last week of Febru-
ary	
�    after	
�    his	
�    first-term	
�    exams.	
�    
Since then he has been facilitat-
ing awareness-raising sessions in 
Change Square. Al-Aghbari has 
demonstrated a thorough under-
standing of the need for coopera-
tion between the independent 
youth and opposition political 
parties. But this has come at no 
small cost. He, like many of his 
fellows, suffered at the hands of 
the Islamists trying to control the 
square.

He speaks with respect of those 
who attacked him. On April 15 
he	
�    was	
�    participating	
�    in	
�    a	
�    mixed	
�    
march with female human rights 
activists, in response to Presi-
dent Saleh’s speech denouncing 
women’s participation in protests 
as forbidden by Islamic law. Dur-
ing the march, a group of Al-Islah 
Party members and divisional 
soldiers assaulted the female 
activists.	
�    Al-Aghbari,	
�    with	
�    six	
�    of	
�    
his colleagues, tried to defend the 
activists but were detained and 
held at the Science and Technol-
ogy Hospital for almost seven 
hours.

“We should be grateful that we 
are luckier than those who attack 
us, that we have better educa-
tion and that we differentiate 
between wrong and right.” said 
Al-Aghbari.

At his detention Mohsen said 
he won the soldiers’ sympathy to 
his cause as he spent time chat-
ting with them and raising their 
awareness.

That caused a split between 
the different constituencies in 
Change Square has emerged over 
which groups ought to control 
the square, as well as whether 
change should come through a 
political solution or revolution-
ary actions.

Many of the independent 
youth in the square lost their 
trust in the opposition political 
parties, whom they accuse of 
being too slow with respect to the 
revolution.

The opposition political parties 
[Joint Meeting Parties] opted for 
a different path than that advo-
cated by the independent youth 
at the square when they accepted 
the Gulf Countries Council 
[GCC] initiative. This agreement 
guarantees a peaceful transfer of 
power in Yemen only if President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh is granted im-
munity from prosecution.

Al-Aghbari, like other indepen-
dent youth in Change Square, 
condemns the Joint Meeting 
Parties’ [JMP’s] acceptance of 
the GCC initiative. Still he thinks 
it was a mistake by the JMP and 
the independent youth should 

forget it to continue their revolu-
tion and should work with the 
JMP as a partner in the revolu-
tion 

“We need to work hand to 
hand with the Joint Meeting 
Parties, it’s so wrong to take a 
side and isolate the others.” Al-
Aghbari told the Yemen Times. 
He believes the independent 
youth should be included in the 
National Council that the Joint 
Meeting Parties are forming; the 
JMP has vowed to announce the 
final	
�    form	
�    of	
�    the	
�    National	
�    council	
�    
on Ramdhan 17th. 

“The JMP made a mistake by 
accepting the negotiations with 
Saleh but that doesn’t mean that 
we can ignore their political role 
in	
�    the	
�    past,	
�    or	
�    deny	
�    their	
�    experi-
ence,” he added.
Al-Aghbari	
�    explains	
�    that	
�    both	
�    

the National Council and the 
Transitional Council are neces-
sary but the Transitional Council 

missed two key opportunities. 
First, they failed to inform the 
representatives they chose that 
they were chosen to represent 
the protesters in the Transitional 
Council. Second, they were un-
able	
�    to	
�    explain	
�    what	
�    the	
�    Council’s	
�    
needs were to be successful.  In 
his view, the National Council is a 
step toward ending the revolution 
the way it should be ended. 

Al-Aghbari encourages the 
independent youth to take part in 
the National Council because it 
will give the youth the chance to 
be political partners in the crucial 
transitional decisions.  The inde-
pendent youth, he notes, are the 
main players in this revolution, 

but they are still unorganized.
“I think the JMP has the right 

intention – to end the revolution 
by forming the National Council 
– and it should be considered a
primary goal to form a transition-
al council,” he adds.

Al-Aghbari says that although 
revolutionary actions have pro-
ceeded slowly, the political aware-
ness one gains from being in the 
square is incomparable.

“We [the youth] will never be 
fully aware of the depth of the 
Yemeni cause,” he noted. “For 
my part, I have discovered just 
how strong is the foreign interfer-
ence from such as the US, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Iran.”

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.
Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.
Air purification for industry
Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.
Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.
Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.
High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638
Fax: (967-1) 441630
E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328
Fax: (967-2) 377716
E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

Mohsen Al-Aghbari
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