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World On Wheels

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Aug 24 — Many Yemenis are
currently celebrating albeit for totally
different reasons. While the loyalists
to the regime are celebrating the return
on Tuesday of Prime Minister Mujawar
after relatively recovering from wounds
sustained from the attack against the
president in June 3, the revolutionaries
are ecstatic at the victory of the Libyan
revolutionaries against their leader Mua-
mar Al-Qadhafi and feel their turn is
next.

However the celebrations are tainted
with the death of senior official Abdu-
laziz Abdulghani whose funeral took
place on Wednesday august 24 at the
Saleh mosque. Abdulghani died from
wounds he sustained in the attack against
the president in June 3, and his death has
cancelled celebration plans of the ruling
party, the GPC on its 29th anniversary
that was supposed to take place on the
same day.

The return of Mujawar is only the
start of the return of the other officials
and perhaps the president at some stage.
This means that the regime is saying [
am coming back and I am very much

b i

)
£
e
o
]
©
@
©
£
©

/7 -. N\
\) L/
b

\l

7,

Thursday, 25 August, 2011 ¢ Issue No. 1497 « Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqgaf ¢« www.yementimes.com ¢ Price 50 Yemeni Riyals

As Libya falls and Prime Minister returns, Yemenis
between apprehension and reJ()lce

Prime Minister Ali Mohammed Mujawar disembarking from the plane on
Tuesday at Sana’a airport after returning from Saudi Arabia where he was
treated for serious injuries sustained from the attack against the president in

June 3,2011.

alive. However, the death of Abdulghani
also means that answers and reactions
will have to be presented soon on the at-
tempted assassination against the presi-
dent.

This remains an option although Al-
Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper based in
London quoted an American official in
the foreign service dismissing the notion

Abdulghanl S funral in Sana’a at the Saleh Mosque on Wednesday august 24,

2011.

that Mujawar’s return means indicates
that the president will return and added
that “Saleh must fulfill his promises of
power transition at once according to his
agreement with the gulf countries.”

The major victory of rebel fighters
against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi in
Tripoli, Libya, this week will likely es-
calate conflict between President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh and the opposition demand-
ing his resignation.

While both the regime and the op-
position prepare themselves to win the
conflict, the Yemeni people suffer the
consequences — chronic of interrup-
tions of water supply, electricity and
fuel, mounting price hikes and a collaps-
ing economy.

Relations between Saleh’s regime and
the organized opposition, represented by
the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP) coali-
tion, have reached a deadlock after six
months of nationwide uprising demand-
ing an end to Saleh’s 33-year rule. The
JMP has refused three times to sign a
power transition agreement brokered by
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The president (in sun glasses) and Yemeni officials in Riyadh praying for the deceased senior official Abdulaziz Abdul-
ghani whose death was announced on Monday.

the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC)
because of a provision in the deal that
would provide Saleh with immunity
from prosecution.

The deadlock was solidified with the
JMP’s coalition announcement on Au-
gust 17 of the formation of a national
transitional council to lead the youth
revolution against Saleh’s regime.

“There will be escalation from both
sides, the opposition and the regime,”
said Dr. Mohamed Al-Qadi, a political
analyst at the University of Sana’a. “No
doubt that the major victory of the Libyan
revolution will have impacts on Yemen’s
situation. We are following a statement
by opposition leaders who said that the
decisive moment has come.”

On Monday anti-regime protesters
in Taiz took to the streets to celebrate
the victory of Libyan opposition forces
over Gaddafi and to call for revolution-

ary determination against Saleh and his
regime.

“The wise choice to wait for Saleh
to respond to his people and resign has
been exhausted. The decisive moment
has come,” said the spokesman of the
opposition coalition, Mohamed Qahtan
in a lecture at the protest in Change
Square in the capital Sana’a on Tuesday.

“The people of Yemen are capable
of ending the regime’s remnants within
days, but Saleh’s family has decided
to opt for the military solution. They
did not learn the Libyan lesson that the
people’s will can’t be conquered,” said
Qahtan.

On the other side, the regime’s of-
ficials are working hard to release the
findings of an investigation into the June
attack on President Saleh. They already
have accused leading opposition figures,
including defected general Ali Mohsen
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Al-Ahmar, commander of the First Ar-
mored Division.

“This is a sign from the regime that
they are opting for the military choice in
an attempt to crack down on the revo-
lution demanding Saleh’s departure,”
said Al-Qadi. “Until now the defected
army and the opposition forces are still
working on a peaceful option, but if
Saleh’s forces take military action, the
Benghazi style uprising will appear in
Yemen.”Armed battles have already
raged for three months ago between
Saleh loyalists and armed oppositional
tribesmen. In the capital Sana’a, for in-
stance, members of Hashed, the largest
tribal confederation in Yemen, have car-
ried out a 13-day war with Saleh’s secu-
rity forces in Al-Hasaba district.

In Arhab and Nihm, just 30 km north
of Sana’a, heavily armed opposition
tribesmen have been battling the Repub-
lican Guards, the elite forces of Yemen’s
army commanded by President Saleh’s
son, Brigadier General Ahmed Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh.

Armed confrontations

have also

erupted in Taiz, 260 km south of Sana’a,
since late May. The fighting there be-
tween armed men sympathetic to the
anti-regime protesters and Saleh’s forces
have prompted the government to accuse
the opposition of attempting to turn the
city into Benghazi.
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Around the Nation

Families of March 18 martyrs boycott snipers’ trial

By: Shatha AL-Harazi

SANA’A, Aug. 24 — The trial of se-
curity personnel 78 suspected of shoot-
ing protestors in the March 18 Friday
of Dignity massacre on March 18 has
been boycotted this week by the vic-
tims’ families and legal representa-
tives. They say they are not interested
in dealing with a judiciary system that
has failed to conduct the trial properly
and that they accuse of serving the in-
terests of big names related massacre
from the Republican guards

In this trial, the courts have not
charged all the snipers operating dur-
ing the last six months of protests, but
those accused of killing anti-govern-
ment protesters on the Friday of Dig-
nity, March 18. The shootings left 53
dead, as yet the highest number killed

in one day in the capital. The Friday of
Dignity massacre prompted many trib-
al sheikhs, powerful leaders, govern-
ment officials and military personnel to
defect from the regime and announce
their solidarity with the peaceful revo-
lution.

The Yemen Times interviewed sev-
eral of the martyrs’ families to learn
more about their reasons for boycot-
ting the trail.

shraf Al-Arifi, a cousin of one of the
March 18 martyrs, Mohammed al-Arifi,
who follows on the snipers cause. He
said that he follows the martyrs’ case
and the trial in newspapers and on TV.
He hesitated in his knowledge on the
trial and asked the Yemen Times whom
he should talk to for more information.

By contrast, some families were
more aware of the procedures they

should be taking, so they went to the
Change Square lawyers committee.
Mohammed Al-Wasabi’s, father of one
of the Friday of Dignity martyrs, told
the Yemen times that he went directly
to the lawyers committee after the mas-
sacre to seek their legal representation.

“The lawyers committee told me not
to attend any trial,” said Al-Wasabi.
Al-Wasabi said that the new general
prosecution asked to meet the martyrs’
families, but they declined the invita-
tion.

“The new general prosecution an-
nounced in the state-run Al-Thoura
newspaper that the martyrs’ families
should come and meet him. When we
asked the lawyers committee if we
should go they said no,” Al-Wasabi
added.

Al-Wasabi said that lawyers com-

mittee didn’t give the families any ex-
planation of why they should not meet
with the general prosecution.

The state appointed a new Attorney
General after the Friday of Dignity’s
massacre. The former Attorney Gener-
al, Abdallah Al-Ulofi, had been follow-
ing the case carefully. He went to the
square and visited the injured civilians
before referring some of the suspected
snipers to military court.

The state replaced him with Ali
Ahmed Nasser Al-Awash, whom the
victims’ lawyers and families refuse to
deal with.

Abdul Rahman Baraman, who works
for The National Organization for De-
fending Rights and Freedoms (HOOD)
is a member of the lawyers committee
and the legal spokesman for the fami-
lies of Friday of Dignity victims.

Baraman said that the Attorney Gen-
eral’s investigation before the trial in-
volved several illegal procedures. For
one, the prosecution referred the case
to the judiciary before completing the
investigation. This violates legal pro-
cedures for criminal investigations.

“The former Attorney General re-
fused to refer the case to the court as
he knew it would have been illegal to
report it prematurely. He investigated it
seriously. He promised that if he could
not bring us justice he would resign.
That is the main reason behind his dis-
missal,” Barman explained. “The first
thing the new Attorney General Ali Al-
Awash did was to refer the case to the
court.”

Barman added that prosecution sub-
mitted the names of only 78 people of
the 137 suspected by the investigation

accused of shooting the protesters on
March 18. “Those names were left
out the trial for a silly reason. Their
full names until the fourth grandfather
were not completed in the investigation
reports,” said Barman.

Some of the suspects are residents
of the area in which the protests took
place, who, according to Baraman,
were paid by the regime to target the
protesters. “Although there were some
civilians sniping we could easily tell
that there were also other well-trained
marksmen who shot directly to the eye,
neck and heart with high caliber ma-
chine guns,” said Baraman.

Moreover, Barman noted that the
case excluded several victims of the
March 18 shootings. Only 42 martyrs
were included out of 52, along with
only 170 out of 250 injuries.

Yemeni media under attack, again

SANA'A, Aug 22, (CPJ & RSF) —
The Committee to Protect Journalists
is concerned by the continuing dete-
rioration of conditions for journalists
operating in Yemen. On August 12,
authorities detained Ahmed Firas, a
cameraman for Suhail TV. According
to one local journalist, Firas' detention
may be related to his work at the pro-
revolution news station.

Government forces arrested Firas
and confiscated his equipment when
he was returning from a visit to his
hometown, Arhab, about 19 miles (30
kilometers) north of Sana'a, the Yemeni
Journalists' Syndicate told CPJ. The
journalist's wife, mother, and daughters
were also in the car and were detained
briefly, local news website News Ye-
men reported. The cameraman was
initially being held at the Dulaimi air
force base near Sana'a. On Friday, gov-
ernment forces referred his case to the
criminal investigation department, lo-
cal reports said. CPJ cannot confirm
where the journalist is being held. He
has not been charged yet.

"We call on the authorities to im-
mediately release Ahmed Firas," said
CPJ Deputy Director Robert Mahoney.
"This is not the first time that Suhail TV
has been attacked for its coverage of the
revolution. The situation for journalists
in Yemen is deteriorating at an alarm-
ing rate."

CPJ reported on an attack by govern-
ment forces in May against Suhail TV,
in which computers, cameras, and the
station's archives were destroyed. Firas
was also injured in the attack. Multiple
journalists and managers at the sta-
tion have also received death threats
in the past seven months, CPJ research
found. A senior member of the journal-
ists' syndicate told CPJ that he and his
family were forced to leave the capital
since they were under threat of being
kidnapped or killed.

On Friday, the journalists' syndicate
held a demonstration calling for the

A newspapers stand in Sana'a where most of the newspapers reflect the unrest
overwhelming the country. despite the lash out against media freedom in
Yemen, most opposition and independent newspapers are challenging red-
lines even though there are consequences.

release of detained journalists Abdule-
lah Hider Shaea and Firas. Shaea was
detained on August 16, 2010, after a
group of soldiers stormed his family's
house in Sana'a. The journalist, who
has frequently appeared on Al-Jazeera
as a commentator, was sentenced to
five years in prison on charges of aiding
Al-Qaeda. CPJ has repeatedly called
for his release.

Due to the ongoing conflicts in Ye-
men, several phone lines are out of
order and CPJ has faced difficulties in
reaching journalists and other contacts.

Similarly, Reporters Without Borders
condemns the attempted assassination
of deputy information minister Abdu
Al-Ganadi. A bomb exploded outside
his home on the morning of 18 August
without causing any casualties. An in-
vestigation is under way to identify
those responsible and their motives.

Suhail TV cameraman Ahmad Firas
was arrested by soldiers from Daylami
airbase on the afternoon of 12 August as
he was driving towards Sanaa with his
wife and children, who were released
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a few hours later. The soldiers, who
seized his equipment, gave no reason
for his arrest and are still holding him.
The same soldiers previously arrested
Al-Sahwa reporter Yahi Al-Thalayan
and held him for 10 days before letting
him go.

Mohamed Ayda, the Sanaa bureau
chief of the US Arabic-language TV
station Al-Hurra, was the target of an
attack on the evening of 10 August by
several unidentified men who tried to
stab him with curved janbiya daggers.
He was rescued by several passers-by.
This was not the first time that he has
been the target of threats and attacks.

The YemenOnline daily news web-
site. was defaced by hackers for the
fourth time in the past two years.

Reporters Without Borders urges the
Yemeni authorities to investigate these
constant attacks on the freedom of jour-
nalists and the media and to impose ap-
propriate sanctions so that the media’s
work is not obstructed by members of
the security forces or by groups that use
violence.

Yemen group calls

for Islamic state
By: Desmond Shephard

SANA'A, Aug. 23 (Bikyamasr) — A
Yemeni Islamic group has called for
the implementation of the Sharia, or Is-
lamic law, across the Islamic world, at
a recent conference.

Hizb-ut-Tahrir, an Islamist group in
Yemen, called at their “One Nation,
One State and One Flag” conference
for the country to establish and Islamic
state in order to unify all Muslims un-
der the banner of Islam.

According to reports, a number of
protesters in the country joined in the
call to push for the new governance
and end the government of Ali Abdal-
lah Saleh, who has cracked down on
pro-change protesters over the past 7
months.

The group announced that they hope
to “uproot all current regimes separat-
ing the Muslim lands, and replace them
with an Islamic government,” which
they say will “put into operation the
laws of Islam rather than that of man-
made laws.”

The pronouncement is not likely to
have much sticking ground, experts
say, pointing to numerous calls over the
years from similar groups calling for
one unified Islamic government from
Morocco to Iraq.

“What we are seeing is people sim-
ply trying to voice opinions and gain
support among certain groups in these
countries,” said one security expert.

Homeward bound?

The Economist

SANA’A,Aug.22 — After two months
convalescing in Saudi Arabia, Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, Yemen's president, has
announced that he is ready to go home.
Mr Saleh left Yemen in June after a
bomb attack on his presidential palace.
"See you soon," the president quipped
on Yemeni state television on Tuesday
night, looking burnt but on the mend.

Mr Saleh's return could spark re-
newed fighting throughout the country
after a pause in the violence following
his departure in June. Various factions
of the army and heavily armed tribes
control Sana'a, the capital. Major-Gen-
eral Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar, a kinsman
and one-time ally of the president, and
Sadiq al-Ahmar, who heads the Hashid
tribal confederation, the most powerful
in the country and the one to which the
president belongs, have both gone over
the rebels. They agreed to a ceasefire at
the beginning of June but are prepared
for a military showdown if Mr Saleh
returns.

The president's opponents are hop-
ing that Saudi Arabia's rulers, anxious
to prevent all-out war in Yemen, will

persuade Mr Saleh to stay put. The
Saudis, equally nervous of revolution-
ary triumph and the threat of contagion
at home, are also eager for the Yemeni
president to remain their guest. A hasty
return by Mr Saleh would upset the del-
icate stalemate that prevails at present.

For Yemen, the outlook is gloomy.
Airstrikes around Sana'a and clashes in

at least five different tribal areas across
the country have killed scores in recent
weeks. Even if Mr Saleh remains in ex-
ile, feuding among the country's elite
makes a smooth transition of power
unlikely. According to one diplomat,
"there is zero chance of a revolution,
or even a grand compromise. Yemen's
trajectory is downward."
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Arab countries must reform their armies for the revolutions to count

As part of the Meedan Translation
Series on the Arab Spring, Fayez
Sara, a Syrian writer and opposi-
tion member, argues that the Arab
revolutions will only be fully realized
when states reform their armies.
This article was translated by Anas
Qtiesh.

By: Meedan
Translated Middle East news
and discussion

he events of the Arab up-
risings brought into the
spotlight the military and
its function in Arab coun-
tries. This function was
almost forgotten by the public as Arab
armies have been absent from any sig-
nificant events; the military fought a
few wars only, and most of the time
their involvement corresponded with
external interests, be they regional or

international, such as the Iraqi war on
Iran. Rarely did the military go into
war as part of the national defense
program. In fact, Arab armies have
often engaged in wars with other Arab
countries such as the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait in 1990, and Egypt’s wars with
Libya and Sudan.

Most Arab armies rarely defended
their countries in the past decades.
When the occasion came, those armies
quickly became absent, their generals
and officers abandoned their weapons
and uniforms, and fled just like the
Iraqi army did in the 2003 war. This
happened after the army’s leadership of
Iraqi Ba’athists led by Saddam Hussein
had incessantly gloated to other Arabs
about the capabilities of the Iraqi army
and its might in defending the Arab na-
tion. That’s one example and there are
plenty others.

However, the Arab armies in that
state of affairs had always received ex-

cessive attention from the authorities;
the numbers of officers and soldiers
rose, their specialties expanded and
varied, their arsenal grew, and their
training continues on every level. As a
result, the annual costs of maintaining
such armies consumes large chunks of
the budgets of Arab countries amount-
ing up to hundreds of billions of dol-
lars. This doesn’t exclude countries
facing difficulties securing the funds
for basic needs of the citizens such as
nutrition, healthcare, and education.
The reason for the focus on Arab
armies, despite their failures to per-
form their core duties, is because those
armies were transformed into a reserve
force that defends the ruling regime.
In other words, the military no longer
performed its national defense func-
tion, and it was tasked with serving
the regime and defending it. This is the
case in many Arab countries including
Iraq, Syria, Libya, Yemen, and Algeria.

In all those countries, the military es-
tablishment was politicized, and sub-
dued by the security apparatus, and it
answered directly to the head of the
political system.

These transformations turned Arab
armies into a force at the disposal of
the ruling regime and often directly an-
swering to the head of the regime. This
frequently forced the army’s involve-
ment in the domestic political develop-
ments, such as what happened in the
Democratic Republic of Yemen in the
80s where the army was involved in a
struggle for power amongst the leaders
of that small and weak state. The same
situation plays out again due to Presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh’s control of a
crucial division of the Yemeni army.
Former Iraqi president, Saddam Hus-
sein, pulled the army into the regime’s
struggle with its Shia and Kurd opposi-
tion. Libyan president and his sons took
advantage of their control of the army

and used it to counter the current revo-
lution, that led to substantial casualties
and material losses. The Syrian army
which is described as being and "army
of doctrine" was shoved in as part of the
security-military approach to handling
the current political, economic, and so-
cial crisis. That crisis led to the protest
movement that Syria is witnessing. The
army was deployed side by side with
the security forces to counter the pro-
tests and their strongholds in cities and
villages. Those cities and villages were
besieged and invaded and many people
were killed or injured, and excessive
material damage was caused.

Clearly, the Syrian Army is no
stranger to power struggles in Syria.
The Army has been used in domestic
political struggles since the late 40s
of the Twentieth Century. Consecu-
tive power grabs through coups d’etat,
including the coup d’etat of 8 March
1963, which brought the Ba’ath party to

power. Afterwards the army was used
in internal struggles and to end rebel-
lions in several Syrian cities in 1964,
1965, and 1972. The army also crushed
the Muslim Brotherhood and armed
factions in the late 70s and early 80s
which ended in the invasion of Hama
in 1982.

Although, despite the transforma-
tion that most Arab armies witnessed,
some of those armies were less respon-
sive to the authorities’ transformation
demands for two main factors: First,
the authorities dependency on highly
specialized security forces that have
high numbers of personnel and receive
exorbitant funding and training which
means there’s less of a need to turn
the army into a security force. Second,
keeping the army away from direct po-
litical influence and decision making,
and making it into a professional army
with defense tasks in states that are fac-
ing external threats.

Good news from Yemen

By: Qais Ghanem
Huffington Post

he revolution of the Ye-

meni people, initiated by

the youth movement six

months ago, has reached an

important landmark yester-
day, with the announcement of the com-
position of a national council formed
democratically to hasten the demise of
the 32-year-old Saleh dictatorship.

The published list in English, con-
taining 143 names, is at last a crucial
landmark in this struggle, reached
on the same day that President Saleh
threatened, from Saudi Arabia, to re-
turn to his fiefdom to resume his dynas-
ty. It also comes at a time when his cir-
cle of support is steadily diminishing,
although not all the rats have jumped
ship. His immediate family such as his
sons and nephews still control the ma-
jor segments of the armed forces. A few
prominent members of his cabinet con-
tinue to give him vocal support. Among
these are Abduh Al-Ganadi, Minister
of Information, whose job is to spread
the Saleh line, and Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who has
been travelling around Europe acting
as the apologist for the regime, and the

wily Abdul-Karim Al-Iriani, a former
prime minister, who manages to remain
on the fence whenever he can. The last
two are known to this writer.

So, why is this a promising move?
Firstly, the selection appears to have
been made through a democratic and
transparent process. Secondly, the
number is large enough to be reason-
ably representative of the 23 million
Yemenis, and hopefully not too un-
wieldy during discussions. Thirdly, I
happen to recognize a few of the names
on that list, some from my old school,
and know them to be people of experi-
ence, fairness and integrity. Finally, the
list contains a number of women, such
as the now famous Tawakul Karman
who led the student demonstrations
since day one. There should have been
many more women of course, but in
this strongly patriarchal country, it is a
good start.

There is also one more factor that has
nothing to do with the elected council,
namely the actual start of the trial of
Mubarak, the narrowing noose around
Tripoli and the slowly coalescing in-
ternational outcry against Assad. Saleh
knows, or should know, that even if did
manage to return to his throne of San-
aa, he runs a significant risk, in the long

— at last!

run, of spending the rest of his life be-
hind bars. The few ardent supporters in
his cabinet should be mulling that too.

Will it achieve anything? I have no
doubt that the group will be attacked
by so many agents of the regime. There
will be significant differences of opin-
ion within the group about the direc-
tion and speed of action to be taken. A
few will be enticed to leave and to join
the Saleh camp, or simply abandon the
group. Whoever emerges as the leader,
whether Dr. Yassin Saeed Noman or
others, will need to make timely deci-
sions that may seem to be autocratic. In
the milieu of tribal Yemen, which has
never known democracy, anything is
possible.

Nevertheless, this is the beginning of
the end of the absolute and brutal rule
of one family, and a move which should
be supported by those who wish Yemen
and the Yemenis well. These do not in-
clude that other major dictatorship of
Saudi Arabia, who will view the emer-
gence of grass roots democracy next
door with utter panic.

Qais Ghanem is the Creator and Host,
Dialogue with Diversity Radio Show.
Follow Qais Ghanem, MD on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/dialogue_979_FM

Yemen looks like al Qaeda’s new

heartland

By: James Carafano
Examiner

hen al Qaeda was

just a startup ter-

rorist enterprise, the

Sudanese  govern-

ment offered the
group safe harbor. But after a few years,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United
States began to take notice of what was
going on in that little incubator.

They turned up the heat.

By 1996, Osama bin Laden was look-
ing to relocate. No longer feeling safe
in Sudan, he moved al Qaeda head-
quarters to Jalalabad, Afghanistan.

One of the greatest assets any would-
be transnational terrorist group can ac-
quire is a secure base of operations. Of
the dozens of terrorist attacks aimed
the United States since Sept. 11, 2001,
about half have involved individuals
who "graduated" from a terrorist train-
ing camp or sanctuary.

After Sept. 11, the U.S. and its allies
hounded al Qaeda out of Afghanistan.
Later, with key operatives dodging
drone strikes in Pakistan, bin Laden

Could Yemen be the next Somalia?

By: William Lambers
Ending World Hunger

ith months of po-

litical unrest layered

upon an already

hungry and impov-

erished population,
a humanitarian catastrophe is unfold-
ing in Yemen. The suffering is taking
place on many fronts.

Recent fighting in southern Yemen
between the government and suspected
Al Qaeda militants is causing displace-
ment and malnutrition, particularly
among children. There are also hun-
dreds of thousands of displaced per-
sons from a conflict in the North who
need humanitarian assistance. Many
Yemenis are impacted by high food
prices.

Add this together and you have a
Somalia-size humanitarian disaster
potentially in the offing — that is, if no
action is taken. In an IRIN News story

Geert Cappelaere of UNICEF says,
"Yemen could become the next Soma-
lia as child malnutrition is as big as it is
in the Horn of Africa."

Even before the political unrest be-
gan, aid agencies like the World Food
Programme and UNICEF were short
on funding and unable to reach all
those in need. Hunger and malnutri-
tion were severe problems. Food prices
were high.

Instability has resulted in a short-
age of fuel, electricity and other basic
services. Food prices have skyrocketed
even higher. Families have skipped
meals or cut back on certain food items
needed for a healthy diet.

A gradual breakdown of public ser-
vices is taking place. When this hap-
pens, it creates a devastating domino
effect that is often silent and potentially
deadly. You have the most dreaded sce-
nario unfolding: unvaccinated and mal-
nourished children.

A recent UNICEF report states,

"Governorates continue to report an
average of 20% non-operational vacci-
nating facilities, either because health
workers are unable to travel to the
health facilities or cold chain refrigera-
tion is disrupted due to lack of electric-
ity and gas."

Dr Rajia Ahmed Sharhan of UNI-
CEF says, "Families are finding it dif-
ficult to go to health facilities due to the
high cost of transport especially when
they are from villages and are far from
health centers." The result is fewer vis-
its by families to get what they most
desperately need.

When health interventions can be
applied, they are enormously success-
ful. Take for instance the miracle food
plumpy'nut, which needs to be in full
supply in Yemen to treat child malnu-
trition.

Dr. Sharhan says, "Children who
have received plumpy'nut were cured
from malnutrition within 45 days max-
imum...some get cured very fast within

30 days. You can see the results imme-
diately." Plumpy'nut rescues children
from lifelong physical and mental dam-
age that can occur early in life from
lack of nourishment. Imagine what
long-term change could occur in Ye-
men if a whole generation of children
could be saved from the damaging mal-
nutrition.

UNICEF should be provided with
a full supply of plumpy'nut to treat all
the cases of malnutrition. It would be
an inexpensive investment for the in-
ternational community to make. Ulti-
mately, it is the most important.

A coalition of nations could inter-
vene now and ease the humanitarian
crisis taking place in Yemen. This
means full support of UNICEF, the
World Food Programme and other aid
agencies operating there.

Now is the time for this interven-
tion, rather than waiting till you have
an epic-scale humanitarian disaster.
Enough warnings have been sounded.
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elected to establish an alternative base
of operations in case his gang needed
to abandon South Asia. His choice of
location: Yemen.

For bin Laden, there was a lot to like
about Yemen. For starters, the country
had become a holding pen for al Qaeda
operatives chased out of Saudi Arabia,
so a cadre of devotees was already on
site.

Also, there was lots of ungoverned
space available. With a Houthi rebel-
lion in the north, a secessionist move-
ment in the south, and a weak and ve-
nal government in the middle, Yemen
presented just the kind of distracted,
chaotic neighborhood in which a ter-
rorist organization could settle down
and, ultimately, prosper.

Best of all, terrorist homebuyers,
Yemen offers "location, location, lo-
cation." It sits at the crossroads of the
Middle East and North Africa. And just
across the Gulf of Aden lies Somalia,
another failed state with a very friendly
neighbor: the prominent terrorist group
al-Shabaab.

Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
is now well established in Yemen tribal
areas. One of its cells, known as the
Foreign Operations Unit, focuses its
efforts on conducting al Qaeda’s busi-
ness abroad.

At least three attacks on the United
States can be linked to the Foreign Op-
erations Unit. Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan
of Fort Hood infamy colluded with
Anwar al-Awlaki, a U.S.-born cleric
now thought to be running the unit.
The Christmas underwear bomber and
the "ink cartridge bomb plot" also have
links to Yemen.

The U.S. government has issued a
"capture-kill" order for al-Awlaki. He
is a dangerous dude. And he keeps bad
company. His colleagues in the unit
include Ibrahim Hassan Asiri, whose
talents and creativity as a bomb-maker
are near legendary.

A second American-born member
of the unit is Samir Khan. Khan is
believed play a pivotal role in the pro-
duction of English-language extremist
magazine Inspire. While al-Awlaki
plans terrorist attacks, Khan toils tire-
lessly on the Internet, trying to inspire
"lone wolves" to take up arms against
"the great Satan."

Of course, the Foreign Operations
Unit can do little without foot soldiers.
And there seems to be no shortage of
those. As the Yemeni government was
melting under the heat of the Arab
Spring, 63 al Qaeda operatives staged a
breakout from a Yemeni prison in Had-
ramout. They all remain at large -- and
doubtless in touch with the unit.

What if the administration quits
Afghanistan before the job is done?
Relax the pressure there and al Qaeda
could reconstitute itself in South Asia
in short order. But it certainly wouldn’t
close up shop in Yemen. Rather, the
group would then have two solid sup-
port bases to work from.

The White House answer for dealing
that eventuality: lobbing drone strikes
from afar. That’s even less promising
than the air-power "solution" to the
Moammar Gadhafi problem in Libya.

Examiner Columnist James Jay Ca-
rafano is a senior research fellow for
national security at the Heritage Foun-
dation.
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S tips to end food waste this Ramadan

By: Arwa Aburawa
Green Prophet

he level of food waste oc-
curring during the holy
Muslim month of fasting
goes against the very spirit
of Ramadan

A couple of days ago, I attended a
small communal iftar at a local mosque
where I broke my 18-hour fast with some
rice, salad and dates. Although there was
plenty of food, the organisers made a
concerted effort to ensure that none of
the food went to waste and most of us
went home with some leftovers. Sadly,
this was a rare occurrence and doesn’t
reflect the wider experience in the Mus-
lim world- particularly in the Gulf na-
tions where studies show that on average
30% of food is wasted per household.

Ramadan is a month of modesty and
a time to reflect on the many blessings
received from god including food and
clean water. However, many Muslims
make the mistake of preparing a feast
of lavish dishes to break their fast which
inevitable leads to waste as you never
eat as much as you think you will. In
Bahrain, environmental experts have
reported that 30% of all food purchased
in the country during Ramadan will be
thrown away.

In Abu Dhabi, approximately 500
tonnes of food gets thrown away dur-
ing the month of Ramadan and its been
found that people purchase 30% to 40%
more household products than they actu-
ally need. Yet the Qur’an states: “Eat and
drink but waste not by excess, for God
loves not the wasters”. So, here are five
easy tips to help you cut your food waste
during Ramadan and the rest of the year
(whether you are a Muslim or not):

Never shop when yo are hungry

Unless you some sort of saint with steely
conviction, shopping when you’re hun-
gry equals disaster as you will wander
from your shopping list and end up buy-
ing lots of treats for yourself. If you
absolutely have to shop when hungry,
avoid bargains and stick to my ‘cut out
a third’ rule by putting back a third of

The level of food waste occurring during the holy Muslim month of fasting
goes against the very spirit of Ramadan

your shopping before your reach the
checkout.

Store your food correctly

Whist this may sound simple, you’ll
be surprised how much longer you can
make your food last by following basic
instruction like putting things in a cool,
dry place. Making sure that your fridge
is set to the right temperature also a
good idea as it can mean the difference
between food that lasts you the week and
food that gets thrown out as it has started
to turn bad.

Make a third less

This is a general rule I follow which I've
found to be quite effective when you're
food shopping or cooking. When you’re
hungry you always over-estimate how
much you want and end up making too
much. So, cut out a third of what you
planned to make (do you really need that
extra dish at meal time?) and remember
that you don’t have to stuff yourself full
to be well nourished.

Don’t buy into bargains

Okay, so it’s ‘buy two get the third free’
but that doesn’t mean that you need three
or that the bargain is really a bargain for
you. If you live alone, than bulk buying

-~

Juged jhae
DFID

LBl Bl 59l ¢l & _ogu)
g 10

Olouddd! 8‘4
ol 535 2000

Bl 3,
6,2011

is not a good idea and you should stick
to getting what you need rather than
over-buying and ending up with lots of
expired food. Even if you have a large
family, you’ll find that bulk buying is
a no-go as people get bored of eating
the same thing and prefer some variety.
Whats more, bargains tend to be snacks
and other non-staple foods so you also
need to ask yourself whether 30 packets
of crisps is a good idea.

Plan ahead for leftovers

When making dishes that I think don’t
taste great the next day, I try to be cau-
tious and conscious about the need to
limit any leftovers. Having less is better
than having more in these cases. How-
ever, some dishes like lasagne taste bet-
ter the next day in my humble opinion so
I can afford to make a little extra and be
more generous in my cooking portions.
Apply the same rule to your favourite/
worst leftover dishes and also get a lit-
tle creative- just because something is
a leftover doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
spend 30 minutes incorporating it into a
different and better dish.

Have any great food saving tips? Feel
free to share them by adding your com-
ments below- happy Ramadan and food
saving!
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By: Dr. Siva

This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen and beyond. Dr. Siva currently

works at Aden Refinery Company Hospital. Lifestyle, di

and c

Complementary medicine and naturopathy are his passions.

prevention are his special interests.

Tips for diabetes foot care

iabetes is a disease that

can develop from lack

of insulin production in

the body or when your

body can’t use insulin
properly. The world health organiza-
tion (WHO) has listed diabetes as the
number 5 killer disease in the world.
For people with diabetes, having too
much glucose in their blood for a long
time can cause some serious compli-
cations. It can destroy nerves and can
impair blood circulation, especially
in your legs and feet. Without proper
attention and care, a small injury can
develop into an open sore that can be
difficult to treat.

How does diabetes affect your feet?
High blood glucose level in diabetes
can damage the nerves in your body
leading to one of the most devastating
complication called diabetic neuropa-
thy. The damage can occur in any part
of your body, but it is most common
in your arms and legs, with the lower
extremities affected first. This type
of nerve damage is known as periph-
eral neuropathy. When the network
of nerves in your feet is damaged the
sensation of pain in your feet is re-
duced. The loss of feeling can make it
hard for you to tell if you have a blis-
ter or sore. If left untreated, these little
problems can get worse and turn into
ulcers (serious, deep sores).

Diabetes also affects the flow of
blood. Without good blood flow, it
takes longer for a sore or cut to heal.
Because diabetes interferes with the
body’s ability to heal, even the small-
est foot wounds can become infected,
spread to the bone, and lead to an am-
putation. According to an estimate,
one in five people with diabetes who
seek hospital care do so for foot prob-
lems.

What problems can diabetes cause
to your feet?

Diabetes can cause the following
problems to your feet that can lead to
amputation if not treated promptly:

* Blocked blood vessels in leg when
there is poor circulation from dia-
betes.

Foot ulcers.

Calluses and corns.

Cracks and dry skin.

Blisters.

Bunion and hammertoes.

Charcot foot - a foot deformity

caused by neuropathy.

e Nail problems such as ingrown
toenails or fungal infections.

* Osteoporosis (brittle bones) due
to neuropathy and poor circula-
tion.

How do you prevent these foot
problems?
Keeping your blood sugar levels un-
der control is the best way to take care
of your feet. Test your blood sugar
often, eat healthy foods and include
physical activity in your daily routine
to help keep your feet healthy. Then
follow the below tips to take good
care of your feet:

1. Check your feet every day: It is
important to examine your feet
everyday as neuropathy can make
it difficult to feel injuries and
sores to your feet. Every morn-
ing, closely look at the back of
your heels, sides and bottoms of
your feet (use a mirror if neces-
sary), and between your toes for
anything out of the ordinary. Call
your doctor if you have blisters,
cuts, sores, redness or swelling.

2. Wash your feet everyday: Wash
your feet daily in warm water to
keep your feet clean and wash
away any small debris or irritants
that might have been picked up on
the soles of your feet. Use a soft

towel to dry them gently, espe-
cially between the toes. Use tal-
cum powder to keep the skin dry
between the toes.

3. No ‘self surgery’: Never trim cal-
luses or corns yourself, and don’t
use over-the-counter medicated
pads. If you are facing problems,
ask a professional medical practi-
tioner to help you with it.

4. Trim your toenails: Always cut
your nails with a safety clipper
or see a professional for nail clip-
ping. Cut them straight across and
leave plenty of room out from the
nail bed. It might help to soak
your toenails in warm water to
soften them before you cut them.

5. Moisturize your feet: Rub a thin
coat of skin lotion or moisturizing
cream on the tops and bottoms of
your feet. Do not put lotion be-
tween your toes as it may lead to
infection.

6. Quit smoking: If you’re a smoker
or use other types of tobacco, quit
now. Smoking makes it difficult
for wounds to heal by reducing
the blood flow in the small blood
vessels of your legs and feet.

7. Proper footwear: Always wear
shoes to protect your feet from
injuries. Going barefoot can leave
your feet vulnerable to cuts, punc-
ture wounds, and splinters. Wear
well-cushioned shoes that fit well
and allow your toes to move.
Avoid wearing high-heeled shoes
and shoes with pointed toes as
they can create pressure, which
might contribute to bone and joint
disorders as well as diabetic ul-
cers. When you get new shoes,
break them in slowly so you won’t
get blisters. Wear them for just an
hour or two a day for the first 1 or
2 weeks. Look inside your shoes,
before you put them on, for things
like gravel or torn linings.
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Feature

““Obey your leader even if he whips
your back and takes your money.”

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

ince the beginning of the up-

rising in Yemen, President

Ali Abdullah Saleh’s the

regime has used a baffling

number of ways to try to
stifle the revolution.

One of these ways involves using
religion to convince Yemenis that de-
mands for President Saleh’s departure
is forbidden and illegal in accordance
with the Quran and Hadith (statements
of the prophet Mohammed).

Saleh’s loyalists and religious
sheikhs have intensified their religious
activity during the past six months, us-
ing mosques and state-run media chan-
nels, with the aim of protecting Saleh
from being toppled.

In Yemen, Islam has a strong influ-
ence over the majority of Yemenis. The
regime has exploited the religion card
to maintain power and to legalize its
crackdown against Yemenis.

Earlier this year, Islamic clerics were
divided into three categories: Saleh’s
loyalists, Saleh’s opponents and those

reluctant to take sides.

“Obey your leader even if he whips
your back and takes your money.” Re-
ligious sheikhs supporting President
Saleh have repeatedly used this hadith.

It was noticed that this hadith also
were said by many normal and tribal il-
literate Yemenis.

Sheikh Abdulwahab Al-Humaiqani,
an Islamic cleric and human rights
activist who opposes Saleh’s regime,
told the Yemen Times that many reli-
gious modernists doubt the authenticity
of this hadith. Al-Humaiqani resented
the clerics’ deploying the hadith to
persuade others to obey political lead-
ers, especially in such a critical time as
Yemen has experienced in the last six
months.

According to Al-Humaiqani, there
are other hadiths that talk about the im-
portance of disobeying leaders if they
fail to dispense justice and equality.

“It’s the leader’s duty to give people
their rights and provide them with edu-
cation, health and other services,” he
said. “The religion orders leaders to act
as people’s protectors.”

“Unfortunately, many regimes use
those religious statements that serve
their interests and avoid many religious
statements that talk about leaders’ du-
ties and people’s rights,” he said.

Al-Humaiqani opined that the great-
est crime is to make an uninformed
statement about religion. He criticized
the appearance of some ‘half-educated
religious sheikhs’ on TV channels mak-
ing arguments about dangerous reli-
gious issues without knowledge.

He stressed the importance of par-
ticipation of senior clerics at this time
to give people the right answers about
these sensitive issues. “It’s regrettable
that some senior Yemeni religious cler-
ics were absent during the uprising.
They want to avoid being badly affect-
ed by the regime,” he said.

Al-Humaiqani called for Yemenis to
ask reliable religious clerics about such
issues to avoid serious sequences, espe-
cially in these days.

Al-Humaiqani listed some hadiths
that talk about obeying a leader: “You
must take the hand of tyrants off and
you should force him to apply justice;

otherwise, evils will rule you,” says one
of the hadiths.

Another hadith says: “The best kind
of Jihad (holy war) is to speak truth be-
fore a tyrant.”

On the other hand, some Salafis (ex-
tremist Islamists) say that disobeying a
leader leads to bad consequences and
is therefore forbidden. They are known
for their good relationship with presi-
dent Saleh for many years.

However, some Salafis joined the
revolution earlier this year and others
still support Saleh strongly.

Abduljaleel Al-Abdali, a social ac-
tivist and pro-democracy protester
from Hodeida governorate, said that re-
ligious disputes have become more ag-
gressive and more dangerous over the
past six months.

Speaking to the Yemen Times, Al-
Abdali said: “The majority of Yemenis
are under the influence of religion. For
the most part, they don’t understand
the principles of the Islamic religion
and deal with it emotionally rather than
logically,” he said.

“In Yemen, we notice that people

who exploit religion for political and
social aims are successful and always
achieve their personal aims. They de-
pend totally on religion to reach what
they seek because they know that most
Yemenis are emotional,” he added.
Mohammed Al-Sabri, 29, said that
Islam is the religion of justice and

equality.

“It isn’t a contradictory religion.
Leaders shouldn’t be liars but should
set a good example for their people.”
He added, “Some religious statements
were invented by leaders to justify their
staying in power and legalize their re-
pression.”

Oxfam

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO, works with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering. Oxfam has been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following
vacancy for its Humanitarian/ Emergency& Food Security Programmes.

Finance Assistant — (1 position)

Location: Sa’ada
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

You will be responsible for the overall aspects of cash manage-
ment including monthly cash forecast and verify all payment
requests and ensure completeness and accurateness of sup-
porting documents and release payments on timely manner.
You will input transaction in cashbooks and upload them into
Oxfam'’s financial system on weekly basis and ensure proper
filling system is in place.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least degree in finance re-
lated subject or professional accountancy qualification, and two
years financial and accounting experience in a similar role.

The ideal candidate will have demonstrated communication
skills and the ability to work well with others and as part of a
team. You will have excellent oral and written communication
skills in both English and Arabic and sound computer skills.

Finance Officer — (1 position)

Location: Hodeida
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

You will undertake financial and administrative matters in ac-
cordance with established procedures, monitor grants and pro-
gramme management budget and update forecast. Maintain
float register and close donor contract administration. Under-
take and monitor all payments including partner organizations
and prepare for internal and external audits.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least degree in finance
related subject or professional accountancy qualification, and
three years experience of financial and people management in
similar size organization.

As well as ability to work as part of a multi-cultural team and
communicate effectively, both verbally and in writing in Arabic
and English, sound computer skills and ability to travel exten-
sively in country.

Emergency Food Security and Livelihood Project Of-
ficer — (8 positions

Location: Hodeida
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

You will provide support and mentor livelihoods programme
activities at the community level, work with the WASH team
to ensure the EFSL and WASH programmes are integrated, fa-
cilitate building organizational capacity of partners within the
formal and informal sector, and ensure monitoring, evaluation
and impact assessment of livelihood programme.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for people with at least a 3 years experience
in Livelihoods programmes and proven understanding of small
business development; understanding of gender equity, devel-
opment and poverty context in Yemen, ability to network and
link widely with CSOs and government bodies, strong under-
standing of local socio-economic development issues, institu-
tions and communities, considerable experience of training
and capacity building, excellent written and verbal communica-
tion (in both English and Arabic) including representation skills,
and report writing skills.

Logistics Officer— (1 position)
Location: Hodeida
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

You will be responsible to organize all logistic processes, includ-
ing purchasing, warehousing, communications and transport,
as well as the related administrative procedures related to the
job. You will report all logistic activities to the Project Manag-
er.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least 2 years experience
in purchasing, warehousing, and vehicle management adminis-
tration are required. You will have excellent diplomacy, tact and
negotiating skills, as well as oral and written communication
skills in both English and Arabic, and will possess good com-
puter skills.

Human Resources Officer — (1 position) Officer

Location: Hodeida
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

In this role you will have proven experience in Human Resourc-
es and proven knowledge of day-to-day HR business processes.
You will responsible to maintain HR system, collate information
and draw from a variety of information and sources.

We are looking for someone with at least 2 years of demon-
strable progressive experience in HR The ideal candidate will
have demonstrated communication skills and the ability to
work well with others and as part of a team.

You will have excellent oral and written communication skills
in both English and Arabic, and will possess good computer
skills.

Cash Transfer Officer — (8 positions)

Location: Hodeida
Contract Duration: 6 months

The role

You will work with partner EFSL Finance, provide technical
support and capacity building for partner EFSL Finance in the
governorate, provide complete, timely and accurate financial
data for Oxfam’s EFSL programme, develop a good understand-
ing of donor requirements and prepares any relevant financial
reports, monitor grants and programme management budget
and update forecast. Maintain float register and close donor
contract administration. Undertake and monitor all payments
including partner organizations and prepare for internal and
external audits.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for people with at least degree in finance re-
lated subject or professional accountancy qualification, and
three years experience of financial and people management in
similar size organization, as well as ability to work as part of a
multi-cultural team and communicate effectively, both verbally
and in writing in Arabic and English, sound computer skills and
ability to travel extensively in country.

To apply

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions, please send a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for, to yemenjobs@

oxfam.org.uk or send a fax to 01 450170.

Closing date for applications is 31th August 2011
Job Offers will be contingent upon Oxfam receiving funds
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

journalist and hu-

man rights activist,

Baseem Al-Jenani,

20, is a very enthusi-

stic pro-democracy

protester and is still dedicated
to the revolution in Hodeida
governorate.

Baseem Al-Jenani

Along with a few other people,
Al-Jenani decided to camp out
in one of the squares of Hodeida
governorate last February; a deci-
sion that caused many problems
for them. They were attacked by
security forces and thugs.
Al-Jenani’s efforts towards
the revolution in Hodeida were
considerable. His media and

photographic documen-
tation of the events was
popular.

“I document every
event of the revolution,
even the attacks on
peaceful demonstra-
tions,” he said. “But this
activity has put me in
danger. I was frequently
chased by anonymous
people. Moreover, sever-
al cameras were broken
and confiscated.”

Building a new coun-
try

What motivated Al-
Jenani to protest against
the regime? “We decided
to protest to build a
real civil state. We want
to build a new country
with justice, dignity and
freedom. We don’t want
people to be submissive
to the regime anymore,”
he said.

After frequent at-
tacks by the security and
thugs, Al-Jenani and
his group of youths and
students started a sit-in
at the People Garden (a
popular park in Hodei-
da) and escalated their
activities against the
regime.

At that time, many
people, according to Al-
Jenani, were reluctant
to join the sit-in so the
protesters were exposed
to attacks from thugs
and security again and
again.

“These violent attacks
by the regime motivated
us to continue and made
us more determined for
change,” he said.

Al-Jenani used his
journalistic connec-
tions to highlight the
aims of the revolution through
his independent news website
Al-Hodeida.net and other Ye-
meni newspapers. He also raised
awareness about the importance
of the revolution among poor
people and was able to convince
many people to join the sit-in.

Defending human rights
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Al-Jenani is also known for
his desperate defense of human
rights, especially in the villages
of Hodeida where many sheikhs
repress people and build special
prisons. He has defended many
people voluntarily and helped
solve many problems through his
work in one of most prominent
human rights organizations in
Yemen.

Although he is affiliated with
one of the opposition parties,
Al-Jenani said that his party
doesn’t control his movements
or direct his attitudes towards
the revolution. “I don’t deal with
the revolution as a partisan but
as a normal Yemeni citizen,” he
explained.

Al-Jenani indicated that
nobody expected Hodeida locals
to protest against the regime. “Al-
though Hodeida locals suffered
from injustice and poverty they
are known for their submission to
the regime.

“Unfortunately, Hodeida has
many resources and wealth but
these are not exploited well. On
the contrary, education, health
and different services are poor in
the governorate,” he said.

“Now, Hodeida’s locals have
decided to stop injustice and
sheikhs’ oppression. The majority
of districts in Hodeida partici-
pated in the revolution,” said
Al-Jenani proudly, adding that
the injustice and repression hap-
pening in Hodeida was more than
other governorates.

“The regime exploited the
weakness of people in the villages
of Hodeida and robbed their
lands,” he said. “Some sheikhs in
Hodeida didn’t create men but
created slaves.”

Al-Jenani remembers many
sad moments from the last six
months of revolution in Hodeida,
especially when several youths
and students were shot dead by
security forces and thugs loyal to
President Saleh.

Praising women’s participation

Al-Jenani praised women'’s
participation in Hodeida’s revo-
lution, describing their efforts
and contribution as consider-
able. “They were supporting the
protesters and providing them
with water, foods and tents,” he

explained.

“Unfortunately, the regime
started bad rumors against
those honest women to depress
them and destroy their reputa-
tion,” he said sorrowfully. “But
Change Square in Hodeida is
open and everyone can see how
we act.”

“It’s regrettable that Yemenis
have no rights in Yemen or out-
side Yemen,” he said. “We are
marginalized country despite
being rich in natural resources.

“We must focus on the
economy in the next years to re-
build our country,” he said, with
faith that Yemen'’s resources will
eventually give Yemenis decent
standard of living.
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‘Messengers of peace’
bring tranquility back

to Al-Jawf

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

ranquility  returned to
Al-Jawf governorate this
month after the opposition
Islah party and the Huthi
insurgent group signed a
ceasefire agreement on Saturday.

In March 2010, Al-Jawf became the
second Yemeni governorate to fall into
the hands of Yemeni rebels, but in Au-
gust fierce clashes broke out between
Huthis and Islah party.

The ceasefire mediation between
these parties was orchestrated two
weeks ago by a coalition of sheikhs
and revolutionary youth in Sana’a.

About 20 pro-democracy protest-
ers in Sana’a made concerted efforts
to stop the fighting in the governorate
by collecting signatures from different
youth entities and sending a group of
youth to mediate between the parties.
Moreover, they created a vision fo-
cused on solving the critical problems
in Al-Jawf, in terms of administration,
the military, politics
and security.

Shadi Khosrof, one
of the members of the
mediation committee
told the Yemen Times
that it is regrettable that
two pro-democracy
factions should clash
with each other.

Khosrof, along with
many of the indepen-
dent youth, were upset
by the bloodshed in
Al-Jawf and decided
to mediate to end these
‘meaningless clashes’.

During the clashes,
those youth met with
several sheikhs, Islah
party leaders and Huthi
representatives in Sana’a to convince
them to stop fighting.

“Our mediation was welcomed, and
we immediately sent a group of young
revolutionaries as voluntary messen-
gers of peace to Al-Jawf to submit the
reconciliation document,” he said. “All
parties in Al-Jawf accepted and highly
welcomed the document, which was
signed in the blood of several revolu-
tionary youth.”

“We appealed to them to stop fight-
ing as it was beginning to exhaust the
revolution’s strength,” he said. “Now,
the situation in Al-Jawf is stable and
they agreed to appoint an independent
figure as a governor of the governor-
ate.”

Khosrof said that it is the youth’s
duty to mediate in such clashes and
crises. “It’s the revolutionary’s respon-
sibility to bring all the revolution’s par-
ties together,”

Currently, these same youth are
making efforts to raise awareness in

AL-Sharq Al-Awsat.

AL-Sharqg Al-Awsat.

A tribal appointed check point at the
entry of Al-Jawf governorate which
is currently mostly under the control
of tribes.

S

Side of Al-Hazm town the capital of Al-Jawf
governorate one of the most armed and less
development regions of the country.

Al-Jawf about the importance of unity,
cooperation and partnership. “People in
Al-Jawf really need awareness because
most of them are illiterate and accus-
tomed to the culture of violence.”

“We are preparing to establish a |
Change and Peace Square in the gov- |

ernorate to instill the culture of peace
among Al-Jawf’s locals and to bring
them together,” he said.

Khosrof indicated that the mediation *
committee has established a special ;

team to intervene quickly in case such
clashes break out again elsewhere.

He called for Al-Jawf’s locals to be
more cooperative and more accom-
modating. “They should always think

about higher national interests. They |

shouldn’t give any chances to the re-
gime to divide us and negatively ex-
ploit our disputes,” he said
“Unfortunately, the revolution’s en-
emies tried to exploit these disputes

to hinder the revolution,” he added. ;

“Democratic Yemenis should avoid this
culture of termination and hatred.”
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