
As the famine grinds on in the Horn 

of Africa, Somalis are seeking refuge 

in one of the world’s hungriest coun-

tries. 

By: Annasofie Flamand
The CASBAH

ADEN, Aug 30 — A sharp increase 
has been recorded in the numbers of 
desperate Somali refugees risking their 
lives in often overcrowded and unsea-
worthy boats to cross the treacherous 
Gulf of Aden to Yemen fleeing violence
and famine back home.

They arrive in one of the hungriest 
countries, with the third highest rates of 
malnutrition in the world.

Already 3,700 Somali refugees have 
reached the coast of Yemen so far in 
August alone making it the highest 
monthly arrival rate this year, accord-
ing to the UN agency for refugees, UN-
HCR.

The arrivals also mark an earlier than 
normal start to the traditional peak sea-
son for smugglers' boats to arrive from 
the coastal town of Bossaso in northern 
Somalia.

The refugees are crossing what aid 
agencies have termed “the world’s 
most dangerous refugee route”, fleeing
“the unstable security situation, severe 
drought, high food prices and lack of 
job opportunities,” they tell UNHCR.

“It is testament to the refugees' des-
peration that they have chosen to flee to
Yemen, which is itself affected by seri-
ous unrest,” said UNHCR spokesper-

son Adrian Edwards on Friday. “They 
cross the Gulf of Aden on what are 
often unseaworthy and overcrowded 
boats. Many do not survive the danger-
ous crossing. On Monday, two Somalis 
drowned when their boat capsized.”

Yemen, which has seen growing un-
rest since the beginning of the uprising 
in the beginning of 2011 and a wors-
ening humanitarian situation, hosts 
the second-largest population of So-

mali refugees in the region, numbering 
nearly 192,000 people. Some 15,000 of 
these have arrived since January, ac-
cording to the UNHCR.

Numbers of Somali refugees seek-
ing humanitarian help have declined 
in neighboring Kenya, which houses 
nearly 498,000 Somali refugees, from 
1,500 arrivals per day to 1,000-1,200 
people per day.

A significant drop in internally dis-

placed people inside Somalia has also 
been reported by UNHCR's Population 
Movement Tracking (PMT) partners 
who say that the number of displaced 
people arriving to Mogadishu, the 
country’s capital, fell from 28,000 in 
July to just over 5,000 this month. That 
is a drop from more than 1,000 arrivals 
per day last month to an estimated 200 
in August.

The UNHCR believes that more So-

malis are expected to arrive in Yemen in 
the coming months. “We believe many 
who fled their homes are already wait-
ing in Bossaso for calmer seas before 
starting their journey,” Edwards said.

Aid workers call hunger in Yemen 
the country’s “silent emergency”. With 
the third highest rates of malnutrition in 
the world, worse than anywhere in Sub-
Saharan Africa, generations of Yemeni 
children grow up stunted, physically 
and mentally less than their potential.

A third of the country, over seven 
million people, struggle daily to afford 
enough food to lead a healthy and pro-
ductive life, with many parents pulling 
their children out of school so they can 
help at home.

A 2010 survey by WFP estimated 
that of those going hungry each day, 
2.7 million Yemenis are classified as
“severely food insecure” meaning they 

spend one third of their meager incomes 
just on bread.

Since rival clans overthrew the gov-
ernment in 1991, civil war has con-
sumed the country and its people. Out 
of the anarchy of 15 years of warlords 
grew a vicious, religiously motivated 
militia, Al Shabaab, whose control now 
extends over large swaths of southern 
Somalia and most of its capital.

Mogadishu today is a graveyard. Its 
streets are abandoned to the wild gun-
fire of militiamen, as Al Shabaab and
other Islamists fight to take control of
the few remaining streets that govern-
ment troops still control, protected by 
a contingent of African peace-keepers 
with no peace to keep.

For those who can, escape is the only 
hope. In the first half of this year alone
UNHCR estimated that 200,000 Soma-
lis fled their homes.

By: Strategy World

SANA'A, Aug. 28 — The fighting is
desultory and sporadic. Small groups 
of al Qaeda gunmen are moving about 
in the south. Some of these gunmen 
control parts of three towns in the 
south. Tribal militias (pro and anti-
government, or just anti-terrorist) keep 
al Qaeda out of most urban areas. The 
government has about 50,000 troops 
and police available, plus nearly as 
many tribal gunmen, available to con-
trol most of the country. The govern-
ment controls several hundred armored 
vehicles, over fifty artillery weapons,
several dozen warplanes and the small 
navy. But the economy is paralyzed and 
people are getting hungry and angrier. 

The government estimates that the na-
tional GDP has dropped 40 percent in 
the last six months, mostly because of 
oil shipments being stopped by hostile 
tribes. But that means there are fewer 
imports, particularly of food.

The main problem is that the opposi-
tion is not powerful, or large, enough 
to overwhelm the pro-government co-
alition. The opposition is also divided 
by serious divisions between northern 
and southern tribes. The government 
coalition is united by the realization 
that they lose power and income if they 
lose control. The core problem is that 
Yemen is facing exhaustion of its water 
supplies and continued poverty driven 
largely by population growth. Yemen 
is the poorest Arab state, and has been 

for generations. There has never been a 
strong central government, as the tribes 
have always maintained their power. 
Coalitions of tribes would dominate all 
of Yemen, and now a new coalition is 
competing with the one in power.

Over the last few days, attacks on the 
power transmission lines from the main 
electricity plant outside the capital has 
cut off most electric power reaching the 
city. This leaves most people dependent 
on batteries and portable generators.

The government is reinforcing its 
troops north of the capital, where they 
are confronted by anti-government 
tribesmen. There have been over a 
hundred casualties up there in the last 
week.

August 20, 2011: In the south, two 
suicide bomber attacks killed eleven 
people. One attack killed Sheikh Abu 
Bahr Ashal, the head of the Ashal tribe. 
The other attacked a tribal checkpoint. 
Al Qaeda cannot match the tribes in 
terms of armed manpower, so seeks to 
terrorize the tribes by killing their lead-
ers and selected followers.

August 20, 2011: The new National 
Council of opposition groups suffered 
a setback as 22 percent of its 143 mem-
bers quit. There were disagreements 
over how many seats on the council 
some tribes would get.

In southern Abyan province, two 
al Qaeda suicide attacks killed eleven 
anti-terrorist tribesmen.

North of the capital, an attack on an 
army base was defeated and six of the 
attackers were killed.

August 19, 2011: Several million Ye-
menis demonstrated in towns and cities 
to back the new National Council.

August 18, 2011: In Abyan province, 
pro-government tribesmen ambushed 
some al Qaeda members, and killed 
four of them.

August 17, 2011: Most opposition 
groups united to form a 143 member 
National Council.

In the southern coastal town of 
Shaqra, a group of al Qaeda gunmen 
came and drove out government offi-
cials. The government responded with 
an air strike which was thought have 
killed five of the terrorists.

August 14, 2011: In the south, a bat-
tle with al Qaeda left 17 terrorists and 
three soldiers dead.

August 13, 2011: American intel-
ligence believes al Qaeda in Yemen 
is trying to produce the poison Ricin. 
While deadly, it does not last long in 
the hot and dry climate of Yemen. The 
U.S. is trying to verify whether this Ri-
cin operations actually exists and, if it 
does, stop it.

Universal Rent a Car 
Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hertz-yemen@universalyemen.com

Think Smart... Turn to the 
Road Experts
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An Umbrella Which 

Serve your Objects . . .

The Tower Apartments (IMC-Realty) are located in a quiet neighborhood. 

One block from the Sitteen street, 15 minutes from the Sana’a International 

Airport, a short walk from the newly built Government Center, walking 

distance to shopping areas. Great 

views from every unit. 

Elegant Apartments 

for Rent in Sana’a

For further details 

please call us on 
+967 711178889
733581505

Or visit our website

http://www.imc-realty.com

Real Estate Agents 
are welcome

Somalis flee famine for malnourished Yemen

Aden, a three-year-old Somali refugee with his father Abdille, recovers at the stabilisation centre 

at Hagadere refugee area. An estimated 3.7 million people in Somalia - around a third of the 

population - are on the brink of starvation and aid agencies are stretched in trying to cope with a 

daily influx of Somalis escaping not only drought but the al-Shabab extremists.

A therapeutic feeding centre in al-Mazrak displacement camp treats children suffering from se-

vere acute malnutrition. According to UNICEF’s latest State of the World’s Children report , 58
per cent of children in Yemen suffer from moderate and severe stunting and 15 per cent of under-
fives suffer from moderate and severe wasting; 46 per cent are underweight.
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Crumbling coalitions in a collapsing country
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After	
�    being	
�    subjected	
�    to	
�    difficult	
�    circumstances	
�    because	
�    of	
�    the	
�    armed	
�    conflict	
�    

in	
�    their	
�    area,	
�    children	
�    of	
�    Al-Hasaba	
�    neighborhood	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    received	
�    some	
�    

very	
�    positive	
�    attention	
�    through	
�    a	
�    two-week	
�    summer	
�    camp	
�    in	
�    August.

The	
�     camp	
�    which	
�    was	
�     funded	
�     by	
�    UNICEF	
�     and	
�     implemented	
�     by	
�     Yemen	
�     21	
�    

Forum	
�    and	
�    Yemeni	
�    Youth	
�     for	
�    Humanitarian	
�    Relief	
�     targeted	
�    200	
�     children	
�    

ranging	
�    between	
�    6	
�    and	
�    18	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    their	
�    families.	
�    It	
�    allowed	
�    the	
�    children	
�    to	
�    enjoy	
�    fun	
�    

activities	
�    in	
�    an	
�    educational	
�    manner	
�    whereby	
�    they	
�    learned	
�    numeracy,	
�    literacy,	
�    recreational	
�    

skills	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�     live	
�    skills	
�    such	
�    as	
�    the	
�    risks	
�    of	
�    unexploded	
�    of	
�    conflict	
�    materials,	
�    health	
�    

issues.	
�    The	
�    best	
�    part	
�    was	
�    that	
�    it	
�    really	
�    made	
�    a	
�    difference	
�    and	
�    made	
�    them	
�    happier	
�    as	
�    they	
�    

said	
�    and	
�    as	
�    the	
�    pictures	
�    show.

Al-Hasaba children enjoy two-week summer camp
Photos by Yemeni Youth 

for Humanitarian Relief



By: Marwa Najm

“W
e were 

d r o w n e d 

in the past 

period in 

a flood
of problems we could not understand. 

There was the shortage in electricity, 

gas and all the fuel subsidies and then 

the price hikes you would go to the mar-

ket with an amount that used to buy stuff 

and land up with a rotten small bag of to-

matoes.. that is what the reckless youth 

brought to us with their revolution!” 

this is how Abu Haitham, an old man 

from Sana’a was saying to his friend the 

butcher in front of the meat shop. The 

friend had mocked Abu Haitham and 

criticized his stinginess and refused to 

sell him a quarter kilo of meat.

Abu Haitham says he can’t buy more 

than that because he can’t store it in the 

fridge since there are frequent electricity 

blackouts and hence the meat would go 

rotten. However, he has a strong opinion 

against the youth revolution blaming it 

for the crises befalling on Yemen today.

Abu Haitham, the old man from 

Sana’a is not alone.

In the waiting room of one of the pub-

lic hospitals sits an old lady crumbled 

on herself over a wheel chair waiting for 

some medical attention. As soon as she 

spots two young men walking by she 

pours her wrath on them:

“What revolution! You are talking 

ages to achieve what the men in my time 

did in days! You have put us in misery 

and not found a way out! Useless revo-

lution is the one you made!”

She is angry especially since her 

house is near the change square where 

the youth have been camping for the last 

seven months. She needs to go for regu-

lar physiotherapy sessions and the street 

outside her house is blocked because of 

the protest and this has hindered her al-

ready limited mobility.

“I know what they want. They want 

Ali [the president] to leave and he has 

but they are still there. They want jobs 

and to have enough money to start their 

own families but he has gone and not 

given them anything, so they don’t have 

anything left but to leave, which they 

should.”

But there are other senior citizens who 

say they understand what the youth’s 

revolution and are supportive of it. Hajj 

Ameen is in his mid seventies and dis-

plays a mountain of emotions when he 

talks about the revolution.

“It is time for change! Even if we sac-

rifice blood because this is the price we
have to pay by the people who waited 33 

years under oppression,” said Ameen. 

“But Yemen has produced eager youth 

who refuse the injustice and these youth 

of today are the revolutionaries just like 

their grandfathers. They are proud and 

full of life and with their giant steps will 

make it happen.”

However, he does recognize the chal-

lenges and is up to date with the latest 

developments of the uprise. He knows 

about the national council and has read 

the suggested names. “We must find a
way out and not lose hope,” he added. 

“We have seen what the current leaders 

did now we want others have to offer.”

Hameedia an old woman in her 

eighties has a very simple approach to 

the whole revolution. She says “They 

want to sack him [the president] even 

if he has made mistakes you don’t just 

fire someone and deprive them of their
source of income! They should try to 

give him another job.” 

She sees the president as an em-

ployee with the people and that he has 

made mistakes and now is being fired.

She also sympathizes with him.. “It is 

hard for someone who has been doing 

the same job for 33 years to leave and 

do something else. And then what will 

happen to him if he quits? Do they want 

him [the president] to go around beg-

ging for money to feed his children? 

This is not acceptable at all!”

The men seem to have a better un-

derstanding of what is going on than 

the women. Hajj Yaseen has been part 

of the previous revolution in the sixties 

and remembers what it was like then. 

He also remembers the reform revolu-

tion in 1973 lead by President Ibrahim 

Al-Hamdi who ruled Yemen for four 

years.

“That revolution also happened 

overnight but it came from decades of 

injustice across many sectors of life. It 

is a peaceful revolution that talks about 

modernization, equal citizenship and 

having the rule of law,” he remembers. 

“For example, the government car was 

considered a property of the state not the 

employee to be used personally. Also 

there was a limit to marriage dowry.”

He belittles today’s youth revolution 

and says that what is happening now is 

not a real revolution because not all the 

people are out in the streets. He says a 

revolution should be strong and wild 

like a volcano erupting.

“The youth of today don’t work or 

learn, what they do is go to the revolu-

tion square and curse the regime that 

does not give jobs or provide educa-

tion,” he concluded.
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The youth revolution in the eyes

of the elderly

A lahouh (Yemeni bread) seller talks to to an elderly Yemeni man about life at Al-Qa’a market in Sana’a.

Moh'd Ali Othman School

Taiz, Yemen

Mohammed Ali Othman School, a co-educational 

establishment which has provided an international 

education in English for the local community 

for	
�    over	
�    38	
�    year	
�    and	
�    was	
�     the	
�    first	
�     international	
�    
school to open in Yemen.

We	
�    seek	
�    to	
�    appoint	
�    qualified	
�    teachers	
�    to	
�    deliver	
�    the	
�    

following	
�    subjects:

• Science	
�    up	
�    to	
�    IGCSE	
�    -	
�    able	
�    to	
�    teach	
�    AS/A2	
�    desirable

but not essential.
• English	
�    up	
�    to	
�    IGCSE/IELTS

• Mathematics	
�    up	
�    to	
�    IGCSE	
�    -	
�    able	
�    to	
�    teach	
�    AS/A2

mathematics	
�    desirable.

We	
�    follow	
�    the	
�    UK	
�    curriculum,	
�    SATs/Checkpoint	
�    

(Cambridge)/IGCSE/AS	
�    programmes.	
�    All	
�    our	
�    students	
�    

are	
�    entered	
�    for	
�    seven	
�    IGCSE	
�    subjects	
�    in	
�    grade	
�    19	
�    &	
�    must	
�    

follow	
�    the	
�    AS	
�    programme	
�    in	
�    grade	
�    11.

Interested	
�    applicant	
�    need	
�    to	
�    send	
�    their	
�    CV	
�    to	
�    

secretary@maoschool.org or
maoschool@gmail.com.
Pleae	
�    view	
�    our	
�    website www.maoschool.com
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Old man in Change Square in Sana’a singing the national anthem participat-

ing in his own way in the revolution. 
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“To make 
Yemen a 
good 
world 
citizen.” 

YT vision statement

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

T
o all the Islamic world: I hope you had a pleasant Eid..

To Yemenis: I hope you had a pleasant Eid and that

you got the time during these few days of holidays to

enjoy peace and festivities after a long time of tension

and worry.

The signs of celebration this eid are not as usual. They were 

tainted	
�    with	
�    short	
�    in	
�    cash	
�    and	
�    troubled	
�    memories	
�    of	
�    the	
�    conflict	
�    

that is still visible in many areas across the country.

Even the tourism industry has almost fallen apart. Tourism 

agencies and hotels have slashed their prices and created attractive 

packages in order to promote their services and catch the lone 

international tourist or the Yemeni family that is looking for some 

fun.

The	
�    problem	
�    with	
�     all	
�     these	
�     is	
�     that	
�     it	
�     is	
�     not	
�    working.	
�    The	
�    first	
�    

reason is that the promotion is sudden and feels desperate. 

Although most Yemenis are not used to planning that much but 

they do take their time in deciding where to spend their money 

especially if it is entertainment. Therefore, they need to be 

convinced that the advertised product/ service is worth it and 

has a well known brand. Overnight advertising unless it is a huge 

campaign is bound not to work.

Another reason why the Eid events don’t really work in a slow 

market is because there is a lack of customization. There is hardly 

any market research to identify what people want and how much 

they are willing to spend. Therefore the packages are mass oriented 

instead of customized.

This Eid many Yemeni families toned down the spending and 

increased the socialization. They realized that visiting someone 

and celebrating with them and their family is cheaper than going 

to an entertainment park and spending money on tickets and 

games.	
�    Although	
�    some	
�    did	
�    still	
�    go	
�    but	
�    they	
�    significantly	
�    cut	
�    down	
�    

the amount allocated for each child.

This Eid was not the usual, because Ramadan was not the usual 

in	
�    Yemen.	
�    Yet	
�    we	
�    still	
�    managed	
�    to	
�    find	
�    some	
�    joy	
�    and	
�    celebrate	
�    in	
�    

a way. I also believe that soon there will be some sort of political 

agreement that would sort out our troubled country and set things 

straight.

Eid Mubarak

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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By: Doug Bandow

The National Interest

The Obama administration 
wants Yemen to replace 
its dictator but supports 
the dictator who rules 
next-door Saudi Arabia. 

And Washington no longer thinks 
Syria needs to keep its dictator—
though the administration’s isn’t ex-
actly saying he should go. Do U.S. 
officials really believe that anyone
pays the slightest attention to their 
ever-changing opinions about who
should rule where?

One of the least appealing aspects 
of U.S. foreign policy is the belief 
that everyone, everywhere should
listen to Washington on everything.
In the view of American officials,
no foreign nation should be denied 
Washington’s counsel. No foreign 
economic system is too prosperous 
or political system too complex for 
American officials to judge. No for-
eign controversy is too complicated
for the U.S. government to solve.

Washington’s policy pirouettes 
during the Arab Spring have been
breathtaking. As protests rose in 
Egypt, vice president Joe Biden cited
Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak’s 
value as an ally. As the regime tot-
tered the administration endorsed 
a phased transition. As Mubarak’s 
end neared, U.S. officials endorsed
his ouster. None of these pious pro-
nouncements had the slightest effect 
in Cairo. Popular demonstrations 
reached a roaring crescendo because 
most people had tired of dictatorship,
not because Washington reluctantly 
warmed to democracy. Rather, the
administration looked pathetic, des-
perately trying to get ahead of the lat-
est crowd.

The administration continues to 
play much the same game in Yemen. 
When protests first sprouted in Ye-
men, the White House was backing
president Ali Abdullah Saleh. He was 
a standard issue Third-World thug,
but he won favor in Washington for
being willing to battle jihadists, in-
cluding the local al-Qaeda organiza-
tion.

As opposition expanded, blood
flowed in the streets and Saleh’s hold
on power loosened, the Obama ad-
ministration had a change of heart. 
Earlier this month Washington sent 
foreign-policy aide John Brennan
to meet with Saleh in Saudi Arabia,
where he is receiving medical treat-
ment. Brennan announced: “The
United States believes that a transi-
tion in Yemen should begin immedi-
ately so that the Yemeni people can 

realize their aspirations.”
Brennan’s message to Saleh? Re-

sign. However, the Yemeni leader
paid Brennan no mind. Brennan
continued on to Yemen, where he
attempted to arrange a “swift transi-
tion” by convincing vice president
Abed Rabo Mansour Hadi to seize 
power—but only in the name of de-
mocracy, of course. Hadi said no.

Saleh’s question for Washington 
obviously is not, “what have you
done for me?” but “what have you
done for me lately?” The fact that the 
U.S. government lavished aid on his
regime in the past doesn’t matter. His 
first, and these days only, objective is
to hold onto power.

A similar soap opera is occurring 
in America’s relations with Syria. As 
protests began against the long-lived
Assad family dictatorship, secretary
of state Hillary Clinton called Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad a “reform-
er.” She apparently lives in a time
warp. When Assad succeeded his 
father a decade ago, some observers
hoped that the English-trained oph-
thalmologist would, in fact, modern-
ize and liberalize. But those dreams
proved stillborn. The best one can say
about Assad is that so far he has killed 
fewer people than did his father. Nev-
ertheless, as the Syrian people rose in
revolt the Obama administration was
cautious, encouraging the Assad dic-
tatorship to respond with dialogue in-
stead of force. Washington refused to 
even suggest that Assad step down.

One anonymous American official
told the Washington Post that Secre-
tary Clinton “thought at first that if
we gave him some space, he would
do the right thing. Instead, we see
him using increasing brutality against 
his own people.”

Duh. Brutal dictator who continued
the ruthless rule of his father refuses 
to reform even now. This surprised
the Obama administration?

One is tempted to suggest that 
American foreign policy is being di-
rected by fools.\

Although it took several months,
President Obama and Secretary Clin-
ton finally recognized that President
Assad isn’t a very nice guy. So now
they want President Assad to quit. 
Maybe.

President Obama explained: “In-
creasingly you’re seeing President 
Assad lose legitimacy in the eyes of 
his people. Similarly, said Secretary
Clinton: “From our perspective, he
has lost legitimacy.” She added that 
“President Assad is not indispens-
able, and we have absolutely nothing
invested in him remaining in power.”

Does that mean he should go? Or 
does he have one last chance before

he should go?
Actually, he’s apparently just

moved onto the administration’s
naughty list for Christmas. After pro-
claiming Assad’s “lost legitimacy,”
Secretary Clinton backed up and said 
she still hoped that he would adopt 
political reforms. An unnamed State 
Department official told the Wash-
ington Post: “Whether we take it
farther will depend on events on the
ground.” After all, “We need to think
through carefully what we say.”

Alas, President Assad hasn’t
seemed to notice, no matter how hard
the administration has thought before 
it said. He is still president, his brother
still controls the security forces, and
his minions still run the government.
President Assad appears to believe
that his legitimacy depends on his 
military’s willingness to shoot rather 
than on what Washington thinks.

At least Secretary Clinton was firm
when she opined: “We have said that
Syria can’t go back to the way it was 
before.” But what if the Assad regime
retains control? Is Secretary Clinton 
prepared to do anything in response? 
If not, she has issued the emptiest of
threats.

Some analysts advocate that the
U.S. government back up its public
opinions. Reuel Marc Gerecht of the 
Foundation for Defense of Democra-
cies argued: “The administration’s
policy toward Syria is shaping up to 
be the greatest missed opportunity of 
Barack Obama’s presidency.” How-
ever, Washington’s options remain
quite limited, at least so long as the
Obama administration doesn’t desire 
to start yet another unnecessary war 
in yet another Muslim nation.

At the margin Washington could 
push for regime change, but only at
the margin. Syria’s fate likely will 
be determined on its own streets, and
not by anything done by the U.S.

Nor would overthrowing the Syr-
ian dictatorship be a simple solution. 
It’s one thing to blow up an authori-
tarian system. It’s quite another mat-
ter to build a genuinely liberal, demo-
cratic society. Egypt risks going from 
a military dictatorship run by Hosni 
Mubarak to a military dictatorship 
run by anonymous military officers.
Fear of rising Islamic extremism in
Syria may be overblown, but ethnic
and religious minorities have rea-
son to worry about their future in a 
“democratic” Syria. The experience
in both Egypt and Iraq gives much
cause for concern.

Instead of constantly filling the
atmosphere with more hot air—or 
worse, attempting to back the hot air
with force—U.S. officials should shut
up. They should say little or nothing 

as crises inevitably develop in other
nations.

Washington’s principle objective
should be to stay out of foreign con-
flicts. The U.S. government should
reaffirm its general commitment to
democracy and human rights. But
American officials should drop their
pretense of micromanaging events.
Unlike God, who cares for the small-
est sparrow that falls to earth, they
need not worry about every event
that happens on the earth, issuing
uninformed opinions hither and yon. 
Washington might usefully offer pri-
vate advice, including to opposition
groups and figures. In rare cases,
promises of support and aid might 
help advance reform, so long as U.S.
officials remember the poor record of
past foreign assistance and their con-
sistent inability to predict, let alone
control, foreign events. Such a nu-
anced approach would be a far cry 
from policy today.

U.S. officials must fight the very
American desire to Do Something. 
We want people the world over to
enjoy political liberty and economic
prosperity. We want to help them 
succeed. But social engineering is
hard enough in the United States. 
Transcending differences in culture,
tradition, history, religion, ethnicity
politics and more makes the inter-
national task even more daunting.
Moreover, people want to rule them-
selves. They will always be skeptical
of outsiders who show up seeking 
to direct events. Taking public posi-
tions proves even more painful when
hypocrisy becomes obvious. There’s
a perfectly understandable realpoli-
tik reason for Washington to prefer 
Saudi tyranny to Iranian tyranny, but
if U.S. officials are preaching de-
mocracy around the globe, bombing
some regimes and criticizing others,
it’s not easy to explain why Wash-
ington doesn’t care if the Saudi (and 
now Bahraini) people suffer under
tyranny. A more modest—and qui-
et—approach would allow American 
officials to adapt to practical reality
without so obviously compromising
fundamental principles.

When the next crisis erupts some-
where around the globe, the presi-
dent might helpfully respond: “Who
cares?” The point is not that Ameri-
cans shouldn’t care about tragedy 
elsewhere as human beings. But
Americans shouldn’t automatically 
care as a matter of government pol-
icy.

This truly would be an unnatural re-
action in Washington. But it would be
a far better strategy than what passes 
for foreign policy in the Obama ad-
ministration.

Meet Washington’s foreign-policy fools

Saleh’s return would only harm Yemen
National Editorial 

Ali Abdullah Saleh 
owes his life to mod-
ern medicine. But if
he returns to Yemen 
as has been promised 

in recent days, it will be his compa-
triots who will be in danger for their 
lives.

More than two months after Mr 
Saleh was medevacked from Yemen
after an assassination attempt, his
release from hospital in Saudi Ara-
bia on Sunday is less important than 
where he goes from there. Officially
Mr Saleh is still the president and his 
office has said that he plans to return
to Sanaa.

He faces considerable hurdles if 
he chooses to do so, however. The
United States and Saudi Arabia, for-
merly his most important sponsors,
have both pressured him to leave
office. American diplomats are urg-
ing him to stay away from Yemen,
but it will be Saudi Arabia that holds 
the whip hand regarding Mr Saleh’s 
movements.

Yemen is no ark of stability at 
the moment, but Mr Saleh’s return
would be a catastrophe. His decades 
of misrule were the main mobilising 
force behind six months of protests 
that have plunged the country into
near chaos. Regardless of his role in 
government, his mere presence in the
country would cause bloodshed.

There are signs that disaster can be 
averted. Yemen’s foreign minister,
Abubakr Al Qirbi, said on Monday
that what Sanaa needs most is an 
«orderly transfer of power». The Ye-
meni political analyst Abdul-Ghani 
Al Iryani told The New York Times 
this week that it is «very promising»
that the president’s camp is talking 
openly about transition.

The June 3 bombing of the presi-
dential mosque was not an ideal 
form of regime change, and violence
between Saleh loyalists and the Al 
Hashed tribe has continued. But there
are also glimmers of a more repre-
sentative government emerging. For
one, the current political stalemate
has allowed opposition groups time 

to organise and articulate demands. 
In mid-July an interim council of for-
mer ministers was formed; members 
include the former defence minister 
and a former prime minister.

Calls are also increasing for a re-
turn to the GCC-sponsored transition 
plan, which Mr Saleh had shelved
three times before his injuries. It is
past time for this plan to be imple-
mented.

Whatever his intentions at this
point, Mr Saleh continues to hold
his country hostage by his refusal to 
step down. He has promised to do so,
and reneged, several times. Although
precedent suggests he will linger 
longer, Yemen can ill afford for him
not to go.

Government employee 
during Ramdan

STOP!

DANGER!
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By: Arwa Aburawa
Green Prophet

Hima, practised for over 
14,000 years in the 
Arabian Peninsula, is 
believed to be the most 
widespread system of 

traditional conservation in the Middle 
East, and perhaps the entire earth.

In these modern times, it’s easy to 
think of environmental protection as 
a new concept which has emerged in 
response to modern problems linked to 
industrialisation and globalisation. In 
reality, the need to protect the environ-
ment from abuse has been a constant 
concern for humans since the beginning 
of time- especially for people who were 
living directly of the earth’s resources.

Even the Middle East,which many 
assume is new to environmental con-
cerns, had a system to help protect na-
ture called “Hima”. Hima which rough-
ly translates as “protected or preserved 
place” has been practised for over 
14,000 years in the Arabian Peninsula 
and is believed to be the most wide-
spread system of traditional conserva-
tion in the Middle East, and perhaps the 
entire earth.

Hima is a system of resource protec-
tion in which pastures, trees or grazing 
lands are declared as forbidden and ac-
cess to them and their use is denied by 
the owner. Types of Himas included 
reserves for bee-keeping, forest trees, 
reserving woodland to stop desertifica-

tion as well as the seasonal regeneration 
of fields. Hima pre-dates the emergence
of Islam in Arabia, and according to 
Lutfallah Gari who has charted the rise 
and fall of the Hima system, Hima was 
sometimes placed under the protection 
of tribal deity.

He notes that; “Fauna and flora were
protected; and [Hima areas] enjoyed 
the right of asylum”The animals con-

secrated to them grazed there safely, 
and no on dared to kill or steal them. 
The straying animals that crossed over 
the boundary were lost to their owner”” 
Despite this, the system was subject to 
some abuse. The rich took advantage 
of it to protect their interests by  pas-
tures for their flocks and protecting
themselves against the effects of future 
droughts.

The Middle East’s tradition 
of environmental protection

By: Christopher Hill
Project Syndicate

SINGAPORE – While 
NATO probably will 
not want to replicate 
its Libya intervention 
anywhere else anytime 

soon, it appears that the alliance, 
with a little help from its friends, has 
prevailed in Libya, succeeding in 
toppling Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi.
This is a good moment for NATO, 
but one that evokes more a sense of 
relief than of celebration.

Given the mismatch of member 
states’ policy (topple Qaddafi) and a
strategy to “protect civilians” based 
on a contested United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolution, NATO can 
certainly take pride in managing a 
great challenge and strengthening its 
role as the preeminent Euro-Atlantic 
institution.

Now, however, comes the really 
hard part. Libya was not a smoothly 
operating country before the civil 
war started six months ago; today, 
it is thoroughly broken and will 
require an enormous amount of re-
building – post-conflict operations,
or “stability ops,” to use the current 
jargon. Libya’s needs run the gamut 
of challenges faced by countries in 
transition: governance, institutional 
capacity building, economic reform, 
and security.

As in most post-conflict countries,
effective and legitimate leadership 
will prove hard to come by. The 
National Transitional Council, the 
governing body established in Feb-
ruary by the various rebel groups, 
has functioned fairly well, given 
the mammoth centrifugal forces 
and other pressures at work. But 
the skills needed for leadership of a 
wartime governing council are very 
different from those needed to run a 
sovereign state.

Given the variety of the figures
on the Council, there will be natural 
pressure from within Libya and be-
yond for a quick move to elections 
of some sort. The various political 
groupings need to discuss a time-
frame for a popular vote, brief the 
restive international community, and 
finally set (and keep!) the date. But

that date should be set sufficiently in
the future to allow an adequate start 
on rebuilding political institutions 
and the economy.

The security and judicial system, 
a wasteland under Qaddafi, should
be the first priority, though it is the
area probably most in need of deep-
er, longer-term reform. One can only 
imagine the endemic nepotism and 
corruption that have traditionally 
characterized Libya’s police forces, 
but they will need to be made ad-
equately operational quickly, prob-
ably via a new loyalty oath and some 
crash training. It is not ideal by any 
means, but allowing the streets to be 
policed by militias and various trib-
al-based groups would be far more 
dangerous.

What to do with the various rebel 
groups that “liberated” the country 
will probably be one of the main 
challenges facing any new provi-
sional government. One can expect 
that NATO’s devastating airstrikes 
on Qaddafi’s forces will soon be
forgotten in the heroic retelling of 
the intrepid rebel troops’ advance to 
Tripoli.

The sooner these forces can be 
decommissioned, the better. Many 
will probably be absorbed into Lib-
ya’s security service, but many oth-
ers, one hopes, can go back to their 
place of origin. The sheer amount of 
weaponry strewn around the country 
will probably pose the greatest chal-
lenge to its prospects as a successful 
state with an effective government.

Qaddafi’s armed forces were cho-
sen on the basis of loyalty and ethnic 
affiliation, rather than any concept
of merit, so the temptation to strip 
everyone to their underwear and 
send them home (to describe what 
may be the most humane of out-
comes) might be great. But arguably
the most important lesson learned in 
Iraq resulted from the almost cata-
strophic decision to decommission 
Saddam’s army without pay or pen-
sion. That move lay at the root of 
many of Iraq’s subsequent security 
problems.

Libya is fortunate is some ways. 
The oil sector appears to be relative-
ly intact, and thus should contribute 
to government revenues relatively 

soon. By contrast, other countries 
undergoing radical change, includ-
ing Egypt and Tunisia, are more 
dependent on the service sector, in-
cluding the always-finicky tourism
industry.

The international community 
must stand ready to assist Libya. 
Key decisions need to be made in 
close consultation with the country’s 
emerging leadership about which 
international institutions, civilian 
and military, should be present on 
the ground. Again, NATO might be 
popular now, but that could change 
quickly. Libyans, like other Arab 
peoples, may turn out to hold the 
conflicting views that have so con-
fused the West in Iraq: they want us 
there, but they also want us gone.

Governance, institution build-
ing, security, and agreeing on an 
international presence are daunting 
challenges, but probably the most 
worrisome aspect of post-Qaddafi
Libya will be the view among West-
ern experts that experience in Iraq 
and Afghanistan has given them the 
knowledge and the skill sets to man-
age all these operations. One recalls 
Talleyrand’s famous aphorism on 
the restitution of the Bourbons – 
that they learned nothing and forgot 
nothing.

The Western countries’ collective 
knowledge is no substitute for a col-
lective wisdom about Libya’s dis-
tinct history and rhythms. Qaddafi
was a brutal dictator, but he gained 
power – and maintained his grip on 
it for 42 years – for a reason. If we 
learned anything from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, it is that a few years of 

politics, or institutional rebuilding, 
does not trump centuries of culture. 
Those centuries, not the remnants of 
the Qaddafi regime, are likely to be
the real enemy of change in Libya.

Christopher R. Hill, a former US 

Assistant Secretary of State for East 

Asia, was US Ambassador to Iraq, 

South Korea, Macedonia, and Po-

land, US special envoy for Kosovo, a 

negotiator of the Dayton Peace Ac-
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North Korea from 2005-2009. He is 

now Dean of the Korbel School of 

International Studies, University of 

Denver.
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By: Dani Rodrik

CAMBRIDGE – We may 
live in a post-industrial 
age, in which informa-
tion technologies, bio-
tech, and high-value 

services have become drivers of eco-
nomic growth. But countries ignore 
the health of their manufacturing in-
dustries at their peril.

High-tech services demand spe-
cialized skills and create few jobs, so 
their contribution to aggregate em-
ployment is bound to remain limited. 
Manufacturing, on the other hand, 
can absorb large numbers of workers 
with moderate skills, providing them 
with stable jobs and good benefits.
For most countries, therefore, it re-
mains a potent source of high-wage 
employment.

Indeed, the manufacturing sec-
tor is also where the world’s middle 
classes take shape and grow. With-
out a vibrant manufacturing base, 
societies tend to divide between rich 
and poor – those who have access to 
steady, well-paying jobs, and those 
whose jobs are less secure and lives 
more precarious. Manufacturing may 
ultimately be central to the vigor of a 
nation’s democracy.

The United States has experienced 
steady de-industrialization in recent 
decades, partly due to global compe-
tition and partly due to technological 
changes. Since 1990, manufactur-
ing’s share of employment has fallen 
by nearly five percentage points. This
would not necessarily have been a bad 
thing if labor productivity (and earn-
ings) were not substantially higher in
manufacturing than in the rest of the 
economy – 75% higher, in fact.

The service industries that have ab-
sorbed the labor released from manu-
facturing are a mixed bag. At the high 
end, finance, insurance, and business
services, taken together, have pro-
ductivity levels that are similar to 
manufacturing. These industries have 
created some new jobs, but not many 
– and that was before the financial
crisis erupted in 2008.

The bulk of new employment has 
come in “personal and social servic-
es,” which is where the economy’s 
least productive jobs are found. This 
migration of jobs down the produc-
tivity ladder has shaved 0.3 percent-
age points off US productivity growth 
every year since 1990 – roughly 
one-sixth of the actual gain over this 
period. The growing proportion of 
low-productivity labor has also con-
tributed to rising inequality in Ameri-
can society.

The loss of US manufacturing 
jobs accelerated after 2000, with 
global competition the likely culprit. 
As Maggie McMillan of the Interna-
tional Food Policy Research Insti-
tute has shown, there is an uncanny 
negative correlation across individu-
al manufacturing industries between 
employment changes in China and 
the US. Where China has expanded 
the most, the US has lost the greatest 
number of jobs. In the few industries 
that contracted in China, the US has 
gained employment.

In Britain, where the decline of 
manufacturing seems to have been 
pursued almost gleefully by Con-
servatives from Margaret Thatcher 
until David Cameron came to power, 

the numbers are even more sobering. 
Between 1990 and 2005, the sector’s 
share in total employment fell by 
more than seven percentage points. 
The reallocation of workers to less 
productive service jobs has cost the 
British economy 0.5 points of pro-
ductivity growth every year, a quar-
ter of the total productivity gain over 
the period.

For developing countries, the man-
ufacturing imperative is nothing less 
than vital. Typically, the productivity 
gap with the rest of the economy is 
much wider. When manufacturing 
takes off, it can generate millions 
of jobs for unskilled workers, often 
women, who previously were em-
ployed in traditional agriculture or 
petty services. Industrialization was 
the driving force of rapid growth in 
southern Europe during the 1950’s 
and 1960’s, and in East and Southeast 
Asia since the 1960’s.

India, which has recently experi-
enced Chinese rates of growth, has 
bucked the trend by relying on soft-
ware, call centers, and other business 
services. This has led some to think 
that India (and perhaps others) can
take a different, service-led path to 
growth.

But the weakness of manufactur-
ing is a drag on India’s overall eco-
nomic performance and threatens the 
sustainability of its growth. India’s 
high-productivity service industries 
employ workers who are at the very 
top end of the education distribution. 
Ultimately, the Indian economy will 
have to generate productive jobs for 
the low-skilled workers with which it 
is abundantly endowed. Much of that 
employment will need to come from 
manufacturing.

For developing countries, expand-
ing manufacturing industries enables 
not only improved resource alloca-
tion, but also dynamic gains over 
time. This is because most manufac-
turing industries are what might be 
called “escalator activities”: once an 
economy gets a toehold in an indus-
try, productivity tends to rise rapidly 
towards that industry’s technology 
frontier.

I have found in my research that 
individual manufacturing indus-
tries, such as auto parts or machin-
ery, exhibit what economists call 
“unconditional convergence” – an 
automatic tendency to close the gap 
with productivity levels in advanced 
countries. This is very different from 
the “conditional convergence” that 
characterizes the rest of the economy, 
in which productivity growth is not 
assured and depends on policies and 

external circumstances.
A typical mistake in evaluating 

manufacturing performance is to 
look solely at output or productivity 
without examining job creation. In 
Latin America, for example, manu-
facturing productivity has grown by 
leaps and bounds since the region 
liberalized and opened itself to inter-
national trade. But these gains have 
come at the expense of – and to some 
extent because of – industry rational-
ization and employment reductions. 
Redundant workers have ended up in 
worse-performing activities, such as 
informal services, causing economy-
wide productivity to stagnate, despite 
impressive manufacturing perfor-
mance.

Asian economies have opened up 
too, but policymakers there have tak-
en greater care to support manufactur-
ing industries. Most importantly, they 
have maintained competitive curren-
cies, which is the best way to ensure 
high profits for manufacturers. Em-
ployment in the manufacturing sec-
tor has tended to increase (as a share 
of total employment), even in India,
with its services-driven growth.

As economies develop and be-
come richer, manufacturing – “mak-
ing things” – inevitably becomes less 
important. But if this happens more 
rapidly than workers can acquire 
advanced skills, the result can be a 
dangerous imbalance between an 
economy’s productive structure and 
its workforce. We can see the con-
sequences all over the world, in the 
form of economic underperformance, 
widening inequality, and divisive 
politics.

Dani Rodrik, Professor of Interna-

tional Political Economy at Harvard 

University, is the author of The Glo-

balization Paradox: Democracy and 

the Future of the World Economy.

The manufacturing 
imperative

Beyond NATO’s Libyan 
redemption



5 September, 20116 Readers Views

Youth Talk
Compiled by Mahmood Al-Matari and Safiya Al-Jabry

Al-Ahmer, means blood

 Next Week’s Question: 

Was this Eid celebration any different that 
previous years? how?

Follow this section for a new question every week and feel free to reply 
with your answers or feedback by sending an e-mail to ytyouth@
gmail.com. So this is your chance to share your humorous stories, 
poems or opinions with other young readers!

By: Mikael Strandberg
An Explorer Learning Arabic

“It´s is all haram (for-
bidden)!”, my new 
very good friend ex-
claimed with disap-
pointment and threw 

out his hands, turned his new Mer-
cedes Benz around and returned back 
to what was not long ago a foul-smell-
ing sewer canal, which is called the 
silo in local tongue, but now turned 
into an exiting main road through the 
city and he continued: “Every good 
idea to turn things around for the 
better for everyone in this country is 
killed by the religious fanatics and 
called haram!”

Let us call my very new good friend 
the Self-Made Man. A true description 
of this fighter in every sense turned
into a powerful factor in this great, 
but complicated country. He was 
showing me one of his great visions 
to turn one part of the Old City of 
Sanaa into a great possibility to draw 
tourist from all over the world. Which 
is something the country desperately 
needs to have a chance to handle the 
future. My new friend is also a great 

visionary. He sees the silo, the main 
street, free of traffic, which is covered
on both sides of the great buildings of 
Old Sanaa, turning into a Yemeni ver-
sion of both sides of the river Seine 
in Paris, France. Cafés, an array of 
entertaining street artists, open door 
exhibitions, museums, open theaters 
for opera and local music. And, I fully 
believe, like him that it would be a 
great success!

It is early morning in Old Sanaa. 
Life is slowly starting up, I hear one 
noisy motor bike only, a car with 
a silent motor passing with blaring 
classical music, people walking past 
with tired steps on the stone layered 
street below my window, a dog bark-
ing in a distance, a neighbor having 
a shower and the call of the muezzin 
just finished. I haven´t slept many
hours, because I enjoyed the meeting 
tremendously yesterday and this new 
friend of mine. Like me, he is a self 
made man and I do, naturally, prefer 
self made people far more than that 
other group of spoiled brats who have 
made their way up in life. I believe I 
have met another brother here in the 
Arab world, just like Talib in Oman. 
A soul mate. Ever since I had this vi-

sion to do this Expedition, the most 
amazing things have happened and I 
think this is part of the true Arabian 
Experience. Amazing things, almost 
un-explainable, does happen. Some of 
them almost like it would be a grace 
of God and like they would already be 
written in the stars. Another piece of 
the jigsaw of life falling into place. It 
happens all the time. My best friend 
here in Sanaa, Pam, is one of these al-
most un-explainable meetings. It was 
one of her friends in the US who knew 
The Self Made Man. She is also a self 
made person, a fighter of enormous
strength. She has helped me with 
great energy with the planning of the 
Expedition.

I feel extraordinary privileged to 
constantly running into people who 
understands my vision and want to 
help. Most of the time, it is pretty 
much the same type of people. People 
with a positive attitude who´s lives 
have been up and down, but every-
thing handledwithout bitterness, hate 
or negativity. Very positive, energetic 
people who want to make a difference 
and understands that big visions makes 
a difference. Like the Self Made Man. 
He liked my vision and after having 

spent an evening together, meeting a 
lot of powerful Yemenis, we realized 
that we have the same instincts. And 
love for Yemen. My friend, The Self 
Made Man, who you will meet more, 
in shallah, in my dispatches from Ye-
men, has really, better than anybody 
sold me the overwhelmingly positive 
aspects of Yemen and I will finish
this off with him recounting when he 
came back to the country from abroad 
a few days ago:

“I returned back in the middle of the 
night from abroad, not really knowing 
if it would be good or bad to come 
back to this disorganized, sometimes 
hopeless country, but I decided to 
drive through the Old City. I turned up 
the the Verdi opera on my CD-player, 
opened all the windows and slowly 
passed through the winding and nar-
row alleys and souks. Suddenly I felt 
something grip my soul, like a belong-
ing, like a major part of me belonged 
here, and I realized how privileged I 
was to almost daily to encounter the 
spirit of the Old City of Sanaa.”

The Self Made Man could well be 
the solution to the Yemeni problem. 
Both to the country and mine. Future 
will tell.

In this section we talk to young people about their 
concerns, hopes and dreams. Every week we hit the 
streets and share what young people have to say 
right here.

 This week’s question:

Rania Abdulsalam
During Ramadan this year I have fallen ill especially since I don’t 
get much sleep. My immunity system went down and the staying up 
all night landed me in trouble. I can’t wait to get back to the normal 
routine.

Taha Al-Azab
This is a funny matter, in fact I’m so sorry to say that most of Ye-
meni people  are not regular in their sleeping, except if there is a 
daily work, It’s known that Ramadan makes a change in our habit 
of sleeping, but this Ramadan has a special taste , with no electricity 
which lead us to connect a wire or wireless to our brains whether 
it’s switched on or off, so our sleeping should follow Mr Electricity’s 
orders.

Hooria Mohammed
In	
�    the	
�    first	
�    days	
�    of	
�    Ramadan	
�    we	
�    used	
�    to	
�    stay	
�    up	
�    until	
�    12	
�    and	
�    then	
�    

get up at four for Sahoor eat, pray and then sleep until eleven in 
the morning since we have summer holidays. In the last ten days of 
Ramadan because they are blessed days we stay up all night to pray 
and read quran and we sleep at dawn. 

Nadia Abdulaziz
To be honest nothing much has changed. Some nights I have to stay 
up late in order to socialize and to feel part of the society because 
otherwise if I stick to my pre-Ramadan routine I feel so isolated. But 
in general I try to get my sleep at night like God intended for us. My 
cut-off time for receiving phone calls has extended from 9 at night 
to	
�    11	
�    to	
�    accommodate	
�    the	
�    new	
�    sleeping	
�    patterns.

Eyad Al-Mathhaji
We stay up all night during Ramadan and then during Eid we stay 
up	
�    for	
�    24	
�    hours	
�    so	
�    that	
�    we	
�    manage	
�    to	
�    wake	
�    up	
�    early	
�    for	
�    Eid	
�    prayers	
�    

at	
�    7	
�    and	
�    eventually	
�    we	
�    sleep	
�    out	
�    of	
�    exhaustion	
�    at	
�    night	
�    and	
�    this	
�    fixes	
�    

the sleep pattern.

Esam Al-Rawhani
I never got enough sleep throughout the month. This is my tragic 
situation	
�    which	
�    I	
�    hope	
�    after	
�    Eid	
�    will	
�    be	
�    fixed.

Ali Saeed
I used to sleep from one to 3:30 in the morning and then after eating 
sahoor	
�    and	
�    pray	
�    in	
�    the	
�    mosque	
�    and	
�    then	
�    sleep	
�    until	
�    10	
�    in	
�    the	
�    morn-
ing. The last ten days of Ramadan I stay up all night until dawn. I 
think my eid holidays will be spent sleeping to compensate for the 
depravation.

Bushra Omar
We	
�    stay	
�    up	
�    until	
�    dawn.	
�    We	
�    sleep	
�    everyday	
�    at	
�    five	
�    after	
�    we	
�    pray	
�    fajr.	
�    

Every day we have guests for Iftar and dinner so we wake up at noon 
and start the cooking and preparation for our guests. The children 
sleep until two or more. We watch TV and socialize.

How has your sleeping pattern changed in 
Ramadan? Are there any funny incidents about 

this you want to share?

By: Mohamed Ali
mohamedali2009@maktoob.com

Residents of All Yemen con-
veyed their fear at a civil 
war breaking out in the 
capital city after clashes 
in there are took place be-

tween Al-Ahmer tribe and Republican 
Guard and first armored division all this
Ahmer(blood) family which will be this 
clashes expanded to all governorates, in 
the end Ahmer (blood) family will be in 
the power and the people the victimes for 
them

It is sure that if the civil war started no 
where in Yemen will be safe ,all Yemeni 
people tired of leaving their houses to the 
villages and returning back to them every 
time,they to avoid unavoidable war which 
will be happened by Ahmer(blood)fam-
ily.

We appreciated that your report was 
independent with truth that some robbers 
tribesmen who belong to Hamir stole 
two state armored vechiles which led 
the Republian Guard to react by shelling 
Hemiar,s house ,that is the proof that this 
tribesmen and their leaders robbers since 
long time ,it is their life,if there is no re-

act against those robbers they will steal 
all vechiles of residents.

The duty of security to preserve the 
security and stablity of the community 
to stop this bands to force them to go 
back to Hishid,these people not respect 
the truce at all ,they are robbers ,they 
will return again and again,their minds 
same like their leader,s minds,they are 
gang ,should be taken off them from the 
root from Yemeni community ,why Al-
Ahmer condemn shelling and he himself 
started while he stole the vechiles.. Is not 
very strange ?!!

He still warning that he will use vio-
lence ,Is not what is happened not vio-
lence?!!

He is really crazy ,he called the sol-
diers to be under his obeying to be in-
volved in his crimes

Yemeni people will not allow him to 
destructive Yemen,they will support the 
president to remove Ahmer(blood) family 
from Al-Hasaba and Yemen to act as Al-
Amam who cut the heads of their grand-
father and their uncle ,this family histori-
cally Ahmer(bloodshid) ,or to act as the 
president Al-Hamdi who not allowd them 
to stay in Sana,a ,but they prepared a plot 
against him for assissination.

By: Salwa Yehia Aleryani

I was going up the stairs to my 
bones specialist. His clinic was 
on the third floor. I have been
his patient since a year and a 
half now. My knees were kill-

ing me when ever I went up the stairs! 
I still remember my doctor’s history, 
when he only had 3 patients waiting 
for their turn to enter and compared 
to now, his clinic is full. Patients are 
also waiting outside the waiting room, 
at the door of the apartment aggres-
sively elbowing to enter. In the past 
he shared the apartment with a gyne-
cologist and the apartment was in an 
old area full of noise and trash. The 
doctor was lucky, however, because 
he had graduated from a European 
country and this meant a lot to people 
here. It was a guarantee that he is an 
ideal doctor. As soon as the number of 
his patients increased he immediately 
raised the price of the medical exami-
nation from 1500 to 3000 Yemeni ri-
yal, double the price. Who cares if the 
majority can’t afford it?? Who does? 
Not him! In the past this doctor used 
to listen to his patients carefully. He 
used to explain the medicine and the 
dose clearly. He used to ask about the 

family medical history to avoid any 
possible conflict with the medicine
he just prescribed. He used to joke 
and had caring eyes. I used to pray 
Allah to bless him with success and 
health .I also used to praise him any-
where I went. It seemed like God had 
made true my prayers and in a year he 
moved to a more modern flat, which
he didn’t share with anyone. It was 
clean, full of light and smelt good. He 
raised his fee from 3000 - 3500. As a 
result of that, patients had to calculate 
the visit, the transportation to reach 
the clinic before deciding to go. This 
was in a country where it is not how 
sick you are which decides whether 
you should visit a doctor or not, but it 
is how much money you are actually 
willing to give for this process.

The doctor has changed negatively. 
He started to finish the visit quickly
so he can call on the next patient and 
gain more money daily. He no longer 
explained, nor asked any questions.
He didn’t even listen to the patient’s 
complaint properly. In less than 8 
minutes I found my self leaving and 
the next patient entering. I stood there 
in the hall, sad and disappointed. The 
doctor has neither told me for how 
long I should use this medicine, nor 

written another medicine instead, if I 
don’t find the first one and this was a
very familiar incident! Also he didn’t 
tell me if this medicine was accept-
able or not for high pressure patients, 
as I was one of them!! The man 
didn’t say a thing! I went down the 
stairs and my knees were killing me. 
I went to the pharmacy and bought 
all the medicines and ointments. At 
home I read the prescriptions. I read 
in the prescription of the medicine for 
the roughness, friction of knees that 
people suffering high blood pressure 
shouldn’t use this medicine as some 
cases of heart failures were recorded 
as a result of using this medicine. I 
was shocked! Why did the man write 
this medicine for me? Did the doctor 
forget? Was he careless? Was what 
was written simply medical exaggera-
tion? Now, what should I do? Finally, 
to stop myself from drowning in that 
flood of question, I decided to call
and ask him to be on the safe side. I 
looked at my watch, the time was suit-
able. I took the number from the back 
of the card. I called and there was no 
reply. I decided I would send him a 
text message which he can’t deny 
receiving. I typed,” I am your HBP 
patient (High Blood Pressure). You 

wrote me a medicine for my knee. 
I read in its note that HBP patients 
shouldn’t take it because heart failure 
cases were recorded as a result of this 
medicine so, should I use it? Thank 
you.” I also added my name to remind 
him of myself. He carelessly didn’t 
answer. I was in a hurry to receive the 
answer. I knew the quicker my knee
would function properly the quicker I
would go back to work in the factory 
and capture my regular life before it 
streamlines from me. I decided to give 
it another try and call the young man 
at the front desk. I explained to him 
the issue. He told me that I had to call 
again tomorrow because the doctor 
had already left to his house. The next 
day, I counted the hours until I called 
the doctor. He was supposed to be in 
his clinic, he didn’t answer! I typed 
the text message,” Doctor, I am your 
patient for a year and a half. I suffer 
as you know from HBP and I read in 
the medicine you wrote me yesterday, 
that HBPs shouldn’t use it. So should 
I?” Unfortunately I received no an-
swer. I called the clinic. The young 
gentleman answered me quickly. He
shouted, “The rain is pouring outside, 
I can’t hear you. Call later.” He ended 
the call rudely. 

An SMS from an Exiled Woman (Part 1)

A self made man

Hadda Road near the intersection with the 60 Meters Road at 11:30 on Thursday August 25, 2011. The streets are 
deserted during Ramadan in the morning as Yemenis changed their lifestyle from night to day and vice versa. 

YT Photo by Fatima Al-Azani



Khalid, 10 years experiece in  4
administration, 
documentation, secretariate. 
Fluent in English, computer 
skill. 711239117
BA degree in French,  4
computer diploma, have an 
experince for 5 years in the 
following field: secretariate 
and administration, sales and 
marketing, logistics and 
teaching. 777565320.
Bachelore in accountancy  4
from Sana'a university, 
diploma of secretary, Excel 
(computer), courses in 
English, good written and 
spoken, store keeper for 3 

years, inventory control and 
purchasing followup for 6 
years, site administtrator for 
one year. 733409652
Indian National, master  4
degree in commerce above 15 
years experience as senior 
level in commercial office 
manager, marketing, project 
stc.
ready to join immediately 
with good companies.
711445354
Bachelor of accountancy from  4
Sana'a
University diploma of 
secretary and computer 
courses in the English good in 
writing and specking, store 
keeper for 3 years inventory 
control and purchasing follow 
up for 6 years site 
administrator for one year.
733409652
Bachelor degree in English,  4
computer diploma, have an  
experience for 5 years in the 
following fields: secretary and 
administration , sales and 
marketing, logistics and 
special courses in French 
language. 777565320
mohammed_ismeil18@yahoo.
com
Faisal Qasem, working as a  4
translator for 12 year and 
business letters. I want a part 

time job as a translator.
Contact: 777 187 490 or 777 
679 057 
Fawaz Al-Sabri, Bachelor  4
degree of E, diploma in 
accounting, d. in computer, 
Trading correspondence and 
Yemen soft program, Tow 
years experience of 
accounting, one years 
experiences of teaching. I'd 
like to work in anything of 
me specialization.
Tel: 733298154  Email: 
fawaz.alsabri@yahoo.com 
Teaching Japanese Language  4
in Sana'a and Freelance 
Japanese inter prater.

 Please call:736876882
Bachelor in English language   4
I have experience in Business 
correspondence administration 
work. 734510405
Gamal, Bachelor degree of  4
English, diploma in 
marketing, diploma in 
computer secretarial & 
Experiences as a treasurer. I 
would like to work in any 
ares of my  specialization.
777004207 
Mahmood bachelor degree in  4
English, computer and 
marketing courses one year 
experience in the United 
Insurance company in Taiz as 
a promoter.
mahmoodhizam@yahoo.com. 
713405946
Bachelor of computer science  4
- India & years experience in
desktop application
programming. 733300597
RadFan Haza'a. Police officer.  4
Excellent English. work as 
police supervisor, participated 
in peacekeeping forces of U.N 
as international supervisor. 

Desire for working as 
bodyguard or security officer 
in any embassy.

 Contact: 733312226
Bachelor in Radio and T.V  4
media from Aden university 
many of professional capacity 
in the T.V-Radio Productions. 
computer skills

 Contact : 735869554
Diploma in business, 5 years  4
experience in accounts & 
correspondent. fluent in 
English, computer skills. 

 Contact: 735627704
Doploma degree in English, I  4
would like to work with an 
forign company even as 
adriver.
 Yazeedready@yahoo.com
 700001870-733498650
BA in English Faculty of Arts  4
Taiz University Tofel 557, 
Diploma of computer 
secretary fast typist. 

 Sana'a 713900528
Master diploma in (English)  4
is seeking a job in Sana'a 
Long experience in teaching 
English.
 777584644 - 733496587
Qualified translator - entrap  4
English /Arabic and vice- 
versa. Jamal - 733245514
Free lance translator High  4
skilled expert. Mammon - 
736913669
Professional English teacher,  4
all levels. Aden. 771433797, 
734201785
Nadia Mukhtar - single,  4
native Indian, obtained 
English and secretary diploma 
with  Excellent grade, 
experienced in graphics, 
commercial correspondence, 
translation, excellent 
communication skills, wants 
to work in Taiz mobile: 
771648313
Diploma in civil Engineering  4
3 years, Experience in Road 
survey. Good knowledge of 
English, computer skills. Taiz: 
734383275

Qualified female teachers for  4
English, Maths & Science, 
teach studentsagefrom 5 to 10 
years old. To work in avery 
healthy & Productive 
enviromment. teachers should 

be nonaccented English 
speakers.

 733811430  
E.mail:rainbows@y.net.ye
Part time accountant required:  4
bachelor degree, excellent 
English and Arabic, computer 
literate. Send detailed CV to 
jobsys3@gmail.com
A student Advisor is required  4
with the following 
qualifications:

Excellent speaking and1.
writing skills in both Arabic
and English.
Abilith to work well within2.
a team or on own initiative
Excellent computer and3.
Internet skills.
Excellent typing skills4.
(Arabic and English).

To be considerde, please email 
your CV to Jobsys3@gmail.com

Bachelor of Economics (BA  4
Economics) and master of 
sociology (MA, Sociology) 
past graduation in computer 
application (P.G.D.A) 
Excellent command over 
written. Spoken English. 4 
years Glut Experience  in 
secretary, store keeper. 
SUNIL near University of 
Science  & Technology 
Hospital. 713430545 
Lessons at Home, evening  4
classes in English, math, book 
keeping & accounting. 
Reasonable rates. Qualified & 
experienced teachers.
bashuaib@yahoo.com
736567517
Marketing officer institute of  4
development impact CV 
please send to fax number 
454077

Aden, Al-Tawahi 4thfloor  4
appartment, contains 4 
bedrooms, hall, big balcon, 
seaview. Jabar 771433757, 
734201785
New offices are available for  4
rent at Aman Tower - Zubairy 
street . 735870015
We have apartement for rent  4
consists of three rooms, one 
kitchen, two bathroomes  and 
a hall. Location in Mujahad 
street.
Contact: 711140184
Appartment without furnture.  4

contains 3 bedroom, hall, 
2bathrooms, kitchen.
Abo Ali: 777448617
New apartments for rent at  4
Hadda. Sabaa Bank buildings 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and 
a Diwan

 733869522 - 770567930

Second-hand vehicles of all  4
sizes and brands, in a good 
shape, used by embassies and 
foreign companies. 
714700805
Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003,  4
Mileage 170 000km Engine ia 
in excellent consition.
Tel: 733174993
Car for sale: Toyota Camry  4
2000, golden color, good 
condition, maintained by 
foreighner. Price $9000 (non 
neegotiable). V. Christopher  
733816219, 733712299.
Car for sale: 4
Company/Model: Hyundai- 
2004, Colour- Light Gray, 
Good Condition & maintained 
by foreigner, Price: 6000 
USD (Six Thousand USD-
Non Negotiable) for more 
details plz contact: Basim 
Abdulfatah 71175382
Brand / Hyundai 4
Vehicle model / Centnal
Calar /Black / gray
Year / 2005
To contect Tel/ 735229229/ 
7141414414/ 735229229 
Toyota "Echo" 2001 custom  4
duty paid color - silver, was 
used 5 years in Dubai 4.5 in 
Sana'a the second owner good 
condition, wheels, battery - 
new air conditioner, radio, 
cassette player Extra - some 
presents for a car. Price: 4,800 
$ (American $)
Contact: 01-621412      
mob:711673699
BedRoom (used) contains of  4
(double Bed, wardrobe, 
Hairdo, Extension drawers 
and Bed Brushes.)
 Mobile:777395261
CANON Power shot SX130  4
IS, Digital Camera new, 
12x700m, 12.1mp, HD 
Movie. Included, 4gb 
memory, Tripod, Pouch, 
Battery charger.
Contact:733219800
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Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian    01 446064/5/8

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank   274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

Hartz    Sana'a: 01 440309
  Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221

Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975  Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751
DHL  01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3
World Shipping    01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

  Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029        Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

  Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

  Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,    Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
  01 266375   

Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

  Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593 
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 
02-221270

Falcon Holidays 444118 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
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B y: Shatha

al-Harazi

Sara Jamal is 
a 23 years 
old woman, 
known as 
the English 

tongue of the peaceful 
revolution. She is a well-
educated woman helping 
raise awareness and 
spread the word of peace 
in Change Square where 
the anti-government 
protest has taken place 
since February.

Sara was one of the 
first	
�    girls	
�    to	
�    attend	
�    the	
�    

“academic tent” [one of 
the square’s tents for 
academic sessions and 
discussion on the revolu-
tion]. She has played an 
important role in aware-
ness the square, calling 
for more understanding 
between different groups 
in Yemen, both politi-
cally and socially.

Attending an academ-
ic session in a tent full of 
men chewing qat [green 
planet Yemenis chew] 
is not socially well ac-
cepted, especially when 
some of the attendees 
are tribesmen.

Silent march

Sara has fed the square 
with creative ideas; 
including a silent march 
to condemn the interna-
tional community’s own 

silence over the killing of peaceful 
protesters in Yemen.

The silent march, which hap-
pened	
�    in	
�    April,	
�    was	
�    the	
�    first	
�    in	
�    

change square since the protests 
started. It saw the well-known 
activists who usually lead protests 
and marches being led by young 
activists who showed determina-
tion and faith in the revolution of 
Yemen.

Sara made the march partici-
pants covered their mouths with 
tape and raise hand written signs 
that read different phrases instead 
of the usual chants shouted by the 
protesters.

One sign read: “How many of 
us should die for the world to pay 
attention”.
It	
�    reflected	
�    the	
�    belief	
�    among	
�    Ye-

menis that the western media pays 
more attention where protesters 
are killed and massacres are com-
mitted.

This is not just an issue with the 
media;;	
�    it	
�    is	
�    also	
�    reflected	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

role played by the US and Euro-
pean Union as observers to the 
events in Yemen - there has been 
no remarkable progress and they 
have	
�    not	
�    expressed	
�    a	
�    firm	
�    position	
�    

on the Yemeni regime.

Sara said all this in her speech to 
thousands of protesters, who paid 
great attention to the new style of 
march she brought.   
	
�    Sara	
�    stands	
�    confidently	
�    giving	
�    a	
�    

speech to even millions of people, 
as in the celebration of 21 anniver-
sary	
�    of	
�    unification	
�    between	
�    south	
�    

and north Yemen that the protest-
ers organized.

Sara gave her second speech 
in English as well, speaking to 
the world to say that Yemen will 
always	
�    be	
�    unified	
�    by	
�    its	
�    people	
�    -	
�    

that	
�    the	
�    unification	
�    was	
�    never	
�    ali	
�    

Abdullah Saleh’s achievement.

Sara’s second march

The second march she organized 
was	
�    as	
�    creative	
�    as	
�    the	
�    first	
�    and	
�    

managed to grab media attention. 
It was also part of the youth activi-
ties	
�    celebrating	
�    unification	
�    day	
�    on	
�    

May 22.
The second march was a bal-

loons	
�    march	
�    -	
�    another	
�    first	
�    for	
�    the	
�    

Yemeni revolution. The idea was 
for all participants and protesters 
to hold balloons of three colors; 
red, white and black, the colors of 
the	
�    Yemeni	
�    flag.

“Using	
�    the	
�    flag’s	
�    colors	
�    is	
�    de-
signed to strengthen our unity,” 
said one participant.

Sara used with two friends to 
help mobilize people, raising social 
awareness in different tents across 
Change Square.

“Me and Sara came to the square 
to change the social mentality 
rather than remove the regime; 
Sara came to pass her information 
on the civil state she is seeking for 
the protesters,” Sara’s colleague 
told the Yemen Times. 

Sara pays a lot of attention to the 
southern cause, which if unsolved, 
might lead to separation.

Sara always expresses her hopes 
for Yemen to be a civil state; she 
stands against any actions inside 
the square that seems to be con-
trary to this concept such as not 
allowing women to march along 
with men one time.

She was attended a conference 
for activists, calling for gender in-
equality from Islamists. Although 
Sara didn’t approve of being 
videoed,	
�    the	
�    conference	
�    was	
�    filmed	
�    

by state-run TV and played all that 
day to highlight the various defec-
tions among civil society activists 
and Islamists from the square and 
the differences between them.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

Sara Jamal




