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President calls for presidential,
parliamentary and local elections

By: Malak Shaher

SANA’A, Sept. 25 — On his first
speech after returning from his medi-
cal visit to Saudi Arabia, came back
from Saudi Arabia, President Ali Ab-
dulla Saleh emphasized once more
his will to transfer power but only
through elections.

“This time I add to the Gulf Initia-
tive requirement of presidential elec-
tions, to have parliamentary and even
local elections,” he said in his record-
ed televised speech marking the 49th
anniversary of the 26th September
revolution.

Despite anticipation that Saleh
would shed light on progress in the
political dialogue or the way forward
for Yemen, he limited his speech to
thanking the US, Saudi Arabia and
UAE among other ‘partners’ for their
support to Yemen whether in terms of
fighting terrorism or supporting his
regime one way or another.

Addressing the current armed
conflict in Yemen, Saleh condemned
the killing and blamed the defecting
generals, Al-Ahmar tribal family and
the opposition coalition of the Joint
Meeting Parties of causing the deaths
of citizens.

“We call all the wise people to re-
view their attitudes and to learn from

what is happening,” he said.

Saleh added that results of the in-
vestigation into his attempted assas-
sination on June 3rd will be reveled
soon. And condemned more than
once the islamists calling them Al-
Qaeda and supporters of Al-Qaeda.

Although not revealing much,
many Yemenis somehow anticipated
that Saleh will not be announcing his
resignation or that he is letting go of
power although he did mention that
the decree authorizing his deputy to
negotiate and sign a deal with the op-
position is still valid.

The Saudi newspaper;
Okadh,anticipated in its recent issue
that President Saleh would suggest
solutions for the situation among
which was conducting early elections

before the end of his term
in 2013
Abdulla Abu Al-Ghaith,
professor at Sana’a Uni-
versity said that the gulf
initiative is the only solu-
tion for Yemen’s crises. Al-
Ghaith said that the only
way the initiative would
be implemented is only if
Saleh is able to overcome
pressure from his own
family who are not eager
to let go of power.
Muhammad Al-Nuwai-
ra, a Yemeni citizen loyal to the re-
gime agreed with the rhetoric of the
president saying that the only solu-
tion for Yemen is when the wise men
in the political parties put Yemen’s
stability as the priority.

“We do not want more killing from
any side,” he said.

However, Change Square protes-
tors in Sana’a disagree and see that
Saleh is being Saleh and that he is just
wasting time.

“It is getting very violent and some
protestors especially those from tribal
areas who are used to carrying arms
might be tempted to using force to get
achieve their aims if Saleh does not
allow peaceful transition of power,”
one of them warned.

Teachers in Melhan strike for
change of education office director

By: Ali Saeed

MAHWIT, Sept 24 — Anwar Ali, an
11th grade student in the Melhan
district of the Mahwit governorate,
111 km northwest of Sana'a is frus-
trated. His academic year has not
started as he would have wished for
many subjects in the school where
he studies have no teachers.

"Many students from my vil-
lage often move for education and
they study in other schools that are
equipped with sufficient teachers
especially for scientific subjects. But
often students sit their final exams
and succeed without studying three
or four subjects," he said.

This news comes as over 700
teachers from 70 schools in the
Melhan district of the Mahwit gov-
ernorate have been on strike for
over one week. They are demand-
ing the change of a newly appointed
education office director who was
placed in his office recently by the
governor.

Teachers told the Yemen Times
that they had a "bad experience"
with the new director who held that
office for two the academic years of
2008-2010.

They explained that during his
previous management of the edu-
cation office he sold school books,
chalks and the country's flags to pri-
vate schools instead of distributing
them to the public schools.

They also accused him of foul
play as he took monetary gifts -- in
the form of salaries -- from absent
teachers; the teachers used to skip
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Al-Eslah School in Beni Maleek sub-district of Melhan-Mahwit
where students complain of shortage of scientific subjects teach-

ers.

school in order to join in private
work in agriculture. Some even
left Yemen for the southern border
shared with Saudi Arabia.

We do not want this director who
was authorized by the governor. We
have already had bad experiences
with his management and have seen
how he sold students' books and
even chalks," said Ibraheem Sharif,
principal of the Al-Eslah school in
Beni Maleek in the sub- district of
Melhan.

He demanded that a new educa-
tion officer be appointed, one that
comes from the same district so
that he would feel responsible for
the education of the youth in the
area. In fact, he went as far as say-

ing that "anyone who can do the job

professionally and with no embez-

zlement" was welcome.
Continued on page 2
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UN Security Council calls for end
to Yemen violence

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Sept. 25 — The UN security
council on Sunday called for an end to
the violence in Yemen after the death
toll rose to over 100 persons. Hun-
dreds were injured in the dark week
of violence as Sana’a and Taiz fell vic-
tim to fighting between forces loyal
to president Saleh and others loyal to
the opposition.

Amnesty International, said on
Monday that “security forces used
snipers and rocket-propelled gre-
nades (RPGs) against protesters who
were marching. Their demand has
been the resignation of President Ali
Abdullah Saleh.”

The anti-regime protesters have
been camping out and clamoring
since last February demanding an
end to Saleh’s 33-year rule inspired.
Those on the streets and on the
change squares were inspired by the

Tunisian and the Egyptian revolu-
tions which toppled two despots; one
of them -- Mubarak -- is already fac-
ing prosecution.

Since Feb some 200 people have
been killed and more than a thousand
have been injured in protests across
Yemen as security forces have repeat-
edly used excessive force -- this has
included firing live ammunition at
peaceful protestors, according to the
Amnesty International.

Around 44 people have been killed
on Saturday in battles that ravaged
several neighborhoods in Sana’a
including Change Square. Change
Square has been the center of the an-
ti-regime demonstrations, according
to the opposition media sources.

On Saturday also around 11 sol-
diers from the defected army have
been killed and another 112 have been
wounded by rockets and shells that
were fired by the republican guards.
The republican guards are still loyal
to Saleh’s regime; they opened fired
at the headquarter of the defected
first armored division in Sana’a.

On Sunday one protester was killed
and another 20 were injured in a
march that called for the departure
and prosecution of president Saleh,
according to a spokesman of the field
hospital at the Change Square in the
capital Sana’a.

The 15 UN Security Council mem-
bers, which include the United States,
China and Russia, issued the state-
ment calling on all sides to “reject vio-
lence, including against peaceful and
unarmed civilians, and show maxi-
mum restraint.”

“They called on all parties to move

Elegant Apartments
for Rent in Sana’a

The Tower Apartments (IMC-Realty) are located in a quiet neighborhood.
One block from the Sitteen street, 15 minutes from the Sana’a International
Airport, a short walk from the newly built Government Center, walking
distance to shopping areas. Great

views from every unit.

Real Estate Agents
are welcome
For further details
please call us on
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Protestors fleeing from open fire after they challenged state se-
curity by protesting outside the revolution’s Change Square in
Sana’a. Since last week over 100 protestors have been killed and
hundreds wounded by state affiliated security men.

forward urgently in an inclusive, or-
derly and Yemeni-led process of po-
litical transition,” the statement said.
Meanwhile Saleh finally returned to
Yemen on Friday. He called for peace
despite his three-month absence in
Saudi Arabia. He was in the neigh-
boring country undergoing treatment
for wounds he sustained in a June 3
bomb attack on his palace.

Upon his arrival, the United States
and the Gulf Cooperation Council
called on him, urging him to sign

the GCC power transition brokered
deal; he ha already declined penning
the agreement more than once he
maintains that “the only way to reach
power is by ballot boxes.” Saleh criti-
cized the traditional opposition for
not accepting early presidential elec-
tions.

The British Prime Minister David
Cameron on Friday criticized the gov-
ernment of Yemen during the United
Nations General Assembly for its mis-
treatment of its people.

“Here at the UN, we have a respon-
sibility to stand up against regimes
that persecute their people. We need
to see reform in Yemen, and above all,

on Syria, it is time for the Members
of the Security Council to act,” said
Cameron.

“ We must now adopt a credible
resolution threatening tough sanc-
tions. Of course we should always act
with care when it comes to the inter-
nal affairs of a sovereign state. But we
cannot allow this to be an excuse for
indifference in the face of a regime
that week after week arrests, intimi-
dates, tortures and kills people who
are peacefully trying to make their
voices heard,” he added.

A group of human rights organi-
zations in Taiz city, around 260 km
south the capital Sana’a, asked for an
emergency intervention on Saturday.
Taiz is vulnerable to shelling and at-
tacks by tanks and mortar shells.

“Yemenis in Taiz and Sana’a have
been and are subjected to different
kinds of crimes by Saleh’s regime
amidst the international silence. This
silence has meant more killing, mass
punishments and genocide against
the people of Yemen,” read the state-
ment which was released by the Hu-
man Rights Information and Qualifi-
cation Center’s, HOOD office in Taiz.
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Yemenis consider Saleh’s return as ‘harbinger of doom’

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Sept. 25 — Yemen now
teeters at the brink of the civil war
with President Saleh's abrupt re-
turn to Yemen last Friday, say po-
litical activists.

The week gone has seen Sana’a
embroiled in deadly clashes be-
tween the Republican Guard, Cen-
tral Security and dissident soldiers
of 1st Armored Division. It is esti-
mated that up to one hundred pro-
testers and dissident soldiers were
killed in the fateful week.

President Saleh has called upon
all conflicting parties to declare a
truce and eliminate armed mani-

festations.

Sofyan Jubran, a journalist and
one of the anti-regime protesters
expects that President Saleh will,
yet again, refuse to sign the GCC
initiative and this may well drag
Yemen into a civil war in the short
term.

“I expect the dissident army will
storm the presidential palace,” he
said to the Yemen Times.

Jubran called for the Yemeni
youth in Yemeni governorates to
coordinate with the pro-revolution
army and to take control of the gov-
ernorates without bloodshed.

“Yemeni revolutionaries in
Sana’a should escalate their ac-

tions and march to the presidential
palace, whatever the cost,” he said.
“The embattled regime is dying day
by day and the peaceful demon-
strations frighten them.”

Hasaba unrest

War-torn Hasaba district suf-
fered a wave of bombings that
targeted the house of tribal leader
Sheikh Sadeq Al-Ahmer and hous-
es of unarmed locals, according to
witnesses.

Mufeed Al-Rawhani, one of the
locals in the war-torn Hasaba dis-
trict has said that the locals are en-
tirely distrustful about the truce.

He indicated that although Presi-
dent Saleh had called for a truce and

an elimination of all armed mani-
festations, barracks and trenches
of the gunmen continued to be sta-
tioned near the locals’ homes.

“The only victims of these clashes
are the every day people. Unfortu-
nately, the conflicting parties don’t
care about the interests of Hasaba’s
locals,” he said. “Those people want
to sleep safely and they seek depar-
ture of gunmen and all soldiers.”

Al-Rawhani indicated that some
people in Hasaba cannot evacuate
their homes and the location for
they have nowhere else to go. “Our
families and children are scared of
the fierce shelling. Many children
are now suffering from psychologi-

International condemnation to the violence in
Yemen urging the GCC initiative

By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Sept. 24 — Yemen received
the International day of peace with
pain and death, following three
days of shelling and the killing of ci-
vilians in areas that have left at least
82 dead and hundreds injured. The
anti-government protesters faced
increasing violence ad they took to
the atreets for a martyrs funeral on
the day of peace.

Thousands of protesters marched
to the Funeral at Al-Steen street
passing by the vice president house.
Clashes also resumed in Kintakir-
ound between the Central Security
and the First Armored Division.

“My family and I were all gath-
ered in the furthest room in the
house. We hid from where we
thought the soldiers were . Then a
blast hit our house; thank God we
survived," said Amani Ali who lives
in Kinaki round, the exposed area of
the shelling.

Others experienced mind blowing
pain as they saw their family mem-
ber or a friend or even passersby ex-
ploding to pieces directly in front of
them by blasts.

“I was walking in Kintaky round
when I saw three passerby crum-
bled with a blast. I have never seen
such inhumanity," said Ahmed AL-
Arhabi, a blood donator from the
field hospital in Change Square.

A family who live on Al-Khams-
sen Street told the Yemen Times
that a blast hit the main bedroom in
their house. No one was inside due
to the fighting between the repub-
lican guards and the first armored
division [the defected army] over
a hill the belongs to General Ali
Mohsen. The hill is located in a very
strategic place.

Increased violence has been seen
in several cities in Yemen. Yemeni
activists abroad are planning si-
lence protests around the world to
condemn the international commu-

nity's “negative” role in Yemen.

A committee of the Arab Parlia-
ment called on The Arab League
Parliament to suspend Yemen’s
membership to the bloc due to the
rising spectre of violence.

“We call on the Yemeni leader-
ship to respond to the Yemeni peo-
ple and accept the Gulf states initia-
tive ... or we call on the Arab League
to suspend Yemen's membership in
the Arab League and all its organi-
zations” said the head of the com-
mittee as reported by Al-Jazeera.

The call for signing the Gulf Co-
operation Countries Council initia-
tive to transfer power peacefully
was also sounded by the US em-
bassy “The United States continues
to support the Yemeni people’s as-
pirations for a peaceful and orderly
transition that is responsive to their
aspirations for peace, reconciliation,
prosperity, and security. A political
solution is the best way to avoid fur-
ther bloodshed. We remain hopeful

that an agreement will be reached
that leads to the expeditious sign-
ing of the GCC political transition
initiative.” Read the US department
of states statement.

Japan also urged signing the
GCC initiative as the only solution.
“In order for Yemen to avoid fur-
ther conflict and to restore its sta-
bility, Japan strongly expects that
the initiative offered by the Gulf Co-
operation Council be signed at the
earliest possible date, leading to the
implementation of peaceful transi-
tion of power”, the statement said.

German Minister of State Hoyer
condemned escalation of violence
in Yemen, and also encouraged
signing the GCC initiative.

On12 September Saleh authorized
his vice president, Abd-Rabbo-
hMansour Hadi to carry out nego-
tiations with the opposition on the
GCC initiative to sign it on Saleh’s
behalf.

Continued from page 1

Teachers in Melhan strike for change of education office director

"The education office director should be
one of the teachers from the district and
should be accepted by instructors, stu-
dents and their parents," said Al-Sharif.

Ali Dahem, principal of Al-Najah school
in the Beni Hajaj area said that "every four
months the governor of Mahwit appoints
a new education officer from outside the
district while sufficient candidates exist in
the district."

Six months ago teachers in the district
elected one such to be the education of-
fice director and they met the governor
to approve their nomination that but that
was declined, according to Dahem.

However, Abd Al-Rahman A-Guzhi, the
newly appointed director who has worked
in the same job a year ago, in a telephone
call with the Yemen Times aggressively
degraded the teachers and said "the al-
legations are untrue and the district had
privileged good education while | was in
the office for the past ,two years."

He added that teachers are on strike
to bring about a change because he was
strict with the absent teachers. He said

that they were annoyed since he cut their
salaries and saved around YR 9 million
for the state budget.

But, Abdo Faraj, principal of Al-Tagad-
um school in Al-Qibla sub-district of Mel-
han said that

Al-Guzhi had only harmed the edu-
cation when "he shared absent teach-
ers' salaries. It was his policies that left
schools with no teachers for some sub-
jects and did not refer them to the ministry
of education to take actions against such
cases."

Abd Al-Fatah Dahan, the head of the
teachers' union in the district told the Ye-
men Times that "Al-Guzhi had commit-
ted many violations that have negatively
affected the education in the district and
documentary evidence exists."

He explained that the appointment of
teachers to schools by the director was
notdone according to the school's needs,
but "on how much the teacher would bribe
him to let him work in the area where he
or she (teacher) lives near the school of
his village."

"This has naturally affected the edu-
cation procedure adversely as many
schools have been left with no teachers
especially in areas where that are no local
residential teachers," he said.

"We will continue the strike until a new
director is being designated," he said.

General Secretary of local councils in
the Mahwit governorate, Ali Al-Zaikm has
said in a telephone call with the Yemen
Times that "Teachers in Melhan have
assaulted the newly appointed director
Al-Guzhi while he was on his way to the
district in Bajel and they have broken his
vehicle."

"They are really looking to appoint an
education office director from their dis-
trict and this is discrimination," he said
"now the policemen are investigating the
assault against the director and we are
working to resolve the issue smoothly,"

"If he was bad and has been involved
in corruption cases why did they not re-
port the matter at the time of his work?
Why have they only raised these issues
as his re-appointment period nears. We

Aden offices:

Corps’ program operations.

documented.

Key Qualifications:

Success Factors:

* Excellent interpersonal skills

1. Good spoken and written English

2. Computer literate, strong organizational skills, and attention to detail
3. Two years of professional experience in related field

4. Degree in a relevant business field, Accounting is preferred

FULL TIME POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT - 2 Posts
Procurement, Administration & Logistics Management (PALM) Assistant
Duration: 1 year with possibility of extension

Mercy Corps (MC) is a non-profit, non-governmental (NGO) humanitarian relief and development organization,
registered in the United States and Scotland with offices in more than 40 countries around the world. Mercy Corps
opened offices in Yemen in 2010 and is currently implementing an “Engaging Youth” program in Aden and Lahj. Mercy
Corps Yemen has offices in Sana’a and Aden.
Mercy Corps Yemen is currently recruiting two Yemeni nationals for the following position, based in its Sana’a and

Position Description & Key Responsibilities: The PALM Assistant will be responsible for the procurement of project
materials, managing Mercy Corps’ facilities including rental agreements, facilitating the administration processes of
Mercy Corps national and expatriate staff with related government offices, among other related duties to support Mercy
He/she will ensure accurate record keeping of all Mercy Corps assets and maintaining
custody of the office cash fund and make daily payment vouchers of approved transactions and ensure they are properly

The PALM Assistant (based in Sana’a) will report to the Senior Finance Officer. The Aden based PALM Assistant will
report to the Program Manager, with technical oversight from the Senior Finance Officer.

* Conscientious with an excellent sense of judgment
* Ability to work simultaneously on multiple tasks
* Willingness and ability to work effectively with a wide variety of people, team player

Interested candidates are encouraged to submit a one page cover letter and their CV in English by email to
recruiting@ye.mercycorps.org no later than October 10, 2011. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

chosen him again this year because he
has proved his capacity to run the post in
this remote area," said Al-Zaikm.

cal problems due to the sound of
shelling and gunfire.”

“One of my friends was killed
three days ago as he was trying to
help one of the injured people,” he
said sadly. “The conflicting parties
should make rational decisions to
stop bloodshed in the area.”

A source at the Ministry of Inte-
rior accused the Al-Ahmer family
of breaking a truce and attacking
public facilities and people’s hous-
es.

For his part, Abdulqawi Al-Qaisi,
the spokesman for Sheikh Sadeq
Al-Ahmer’s office told the Yemen
Times that Sheikh Al-Ahmer con-
tinues to be committed to a truce

that called by the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Ab-
dullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and
vice president Abd Rabu Mansour
Hadi.

“We show restraint despite the
frequent provocations by the re-
gime and the regimes attempts to
drag us into fighting,” he said. “If
the attacks on us continue we will
run out of patience.”

Al-Qaisi indicated that 18 loyal-
ists to Al-Ahmer were killed last
Friday and 65 were wounded. “Un-
fortunately, the regime always ac-
cuses us of starting attacks. They
commit their crimes and accuse us
of committing these crimes.”

The

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

» Hassan al-Wadhaf, Al-Hurra channel photographer, who had
been shot in the head by a pro-Saleh sniper while covering
demonstrations demanding regime ousting , died Saturday in

Sana’a.

» Yemeni government announced on Saturday recalling its
ambassador in Qatar for consultation after president Saleh had
criticized Doha accusing it of interfering in Yemen internal af-

fairs.

» Nabeel al-Arabi, secretary-general of the Arab League urged
president Saleh to respond to GCC call by signing the Gulf
Initiative to settle the crisis in Yemen. The statement was issued
during a meeting with GCC secretary-general Abdul Latif Al
Zayani on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly meeting in

New York.

» Tens of Yemenis staged a demonstration in New York in protest
against US and international community’s silence towards what
pro-Saleh forces are doing against demonstrators in Sana’a
and Taiz. The protestors also denounced the Saudi position
which they considered biased with the regime. They called all to
support Yemeni people, not what they dubbed as the “corrupt”

regime.

» A huge fire erupted in the relief warehouses dedicated for the
Zinjibar, Abyan displaced in Aden that had been provided by

Oman early this month.

» A number of politicians, PMs and social dignitaries issued a
political statement in which they denounced president Ali
Abdullah Saleh’s return home. They deemed this, under the cur-
rent complicated and exceptional conditions, as a declaration
of war against revolting Yemeni people and a further ignition of
the already explosive situation.
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JOB OPENING

SAFER EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION OPERATIONS COMPANY (“SEPOC”)

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen’s leading national Oil and Gas Company. It is the upstream
Operator of Yemen’s premier Marib Block (18) .

SEPOC is currently seeking to recruit for the following vacancies talented, qualified and dedicated
professionals who desire a fulfilling and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding

Job Title: CPU Medical Lab Technician

Description:

Performs medical laboratory tests to obtain the data necessary to help the doctor in the prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of illnesses and diseases. This includes conduct a wide variety of
routine and specialized medical laboratory tests in accordance with established procedures to
detect abnormalities or diseases. Carries out analytical and microbiological water tests. Includes
responsible for stocks and replenishment of all lab supplies; ordering required materials and
maintaining inventory. Prepares lab statistics, reports and necessary correspondence.

Reguirements:

Academic Bachelor’s degree in Medical Laboratory Science
Additional Training | Microbiology and water culture testing and analysis
Related Work . . . . . . .
. 5 years experience in medical lab science or bio-chemistry analysis
Experience

Language & PC
Skills:

Good reading and writing of English
Proficient in using computers including Microsoft office applications

visit SAFER’S Website.

Other job details of the above positions are posted on ‘Careers’ at SAFER’S Website:
www.sepocye.com . To apply and process your application and CVs for the above positions, please

Applications must be submitted online no later than October 1 7m, 2011 . Faxed, mailed, or handed
applications will not be considered.

ONLY shortlisted candidates will be contacted.
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YT vision

statement

“To make Yemen
a good world
citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

The way forward

men’s revolution is unlike that of any of the other Arab

Spring countries. There are a host of reasons this is the case.

For one, there are more stakeholders with interests in the

outcome of this instability than in any other country expe-

riencing similar uprisings. For another, there are so many
variables—most evident in the fickle-minded politicians who consis-
tently disrupt the continuity of any political process, even if it is a revo-

lution.

What is happening in Yemen may be less of a revolution, per se, and
more of a period of unrest. Yemen still suffers from a “silent major-
ity” syndrome. Until this majority speaks up, we are likely to continue
the uprising in the same way way, with many killed in the name of the

whole nation.

In what might be a necessary catalyst in this process, the President
Ali Abdullah Saleh has returned to Yemen. The president is back. And
he’s come with lots of big talk for the country, assuming the role of na-
tional father and telling us that in his heart of hearts that he wants what
is best for Yemen, that he is willing to talk to anyone as long as they
speak legitimately and in accordance with the constitution But can Ye-
men listen to him promise peace while protestors are being shot dead
every day? There is a contradiction here—one that must be explained

or at least acknowledged.

The good news is that he is back. This means that there is a break-
through from this political stalemate. It’s true that winds of change are
so aggressive that they are blowing heads off, but the escalation means
only that we are nearing rock bottom. The only way from there is up.

Here are two indicators that I am right. One, if you read the Yemeni
state press you will find statements that just a few months ago were
not even fathomable. Things such as “change is a necessity for all” and
“any solution must be inclusive.” The best line in my opinion came from
an editorial in Al-Thawra state newspaper, which read said, “The new

president will...” [emphasis added].

To outsiders, these statements might seem normal. But for us in Ye-
men, these are far from ordinary. Just last year the regime refused,
for example, to acknowledge the Houthis or the Southern Movement.
It called them terrorists and launched wars against them. Today the
regime is calling them stakeholders with legitimate demands.

The other indicator is in the regional press, especially those state-
ments coming from the Gulf countries. A recent article in the London-
based Saudi newspaper Al-Sharq Al-Awsat lashed against President
Saleh and effectively told him off. A recent statement by the Gulf For-
eign Ministers was very harsh and straightforward, calling on Presi-
dent Saleh to let go of power now—the key word being “now.”

It is very difficult to be optimistic when my fellow people are being
killed left and right and when Saleh’s rhetoric does not show much in-
clination to change. But I am one who tries to find a bright side in every-
thing, and I believe that soon Yemenis will get a break.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Dodging ultimate chaos:

Yemen’s destiny
on the ropes

By: Ambassador Mohamed
Abdul-mageed Qubaty
FRCS, PhD*

or the past seven months,

Yemen has been trying to

abate the dysfunction it

has fallen into over the past

seventeen years. It looks as
if all the evasions it has come out with
have never helped to keep it far away
from the frontiers of chaos. For millen-
nia, all throughout its history, anarchy
has been the paramount enemy of Ara-
bia Felix; especially whenever a tyrant
tried to rule it without sharing power
with the constituent parts forming its
mosaic structure.

The revolution for change of 11/2/11
has articulated demands for a total revi-
sion and a complete overhaul of the po-
litical system in Yemen. The demands
for inclusive participatory politics,
federalism and the call for a move to-
wards a parliamentary system emanate
from the several-month long dialogues
which culminated in the signing of the
Agreement of Accord and Reconcilia-
tion in Jordan in February 1994.

Instead of shifting towards decen-
tralisation and a parliamentary system,
Saleh getting more arrogant follow-
ing his Northern forces capture of the
South after the 1994 civil war, moved
towards a dubious, ostentatious and an
ostensible presidential system which
made him an omnipotent president
after only being chairman of the Presi-
dential Council of the Unified Yemen
from 1990-1994. Such totalitarian
powers formed the root and basis of the
patrimonial system created steadily by
him following the 1994 civil war.

It is fair to say that unlike other parts
of the Arab world, the recent revolt in
Yemen was not directly instigated by
the events of the 2011 Arab Spring.
Nonetheless, the latter added a new
momentum and dimension to the
long-lived instability and upheavals in
Yemen giving it its current form. The
Southern Movement or Hirak which
erupted in 2007 and continued since
then was a manifestation amongst oth-
ers of such wide spread upheavals.

The important geostrategic position
of Yemen and its 1500km of shared
borders with Saudi Arabia seem to have
been a liability rather than an asset as
far as the stance taken by Yemen’s
global and regional partners towards
the Yemeni revolution. The group of
The Friends of Yemen, formed in Lon-
don in January 2010, committed itself
to the objective of preventing Yemen
from sliding into a failed state. Unfor-

tunately, such an objective does not
mirror their stance towards the Yemeni
revolution vis-a-vis the measures taken
by them against the tyrants of Tunisia,
Egypt, Libya and Syria. Unlike Saleh’s
other counterparts, the dictator and his
regime were not subjected to any puni-
tive measures such as UN sanctions,
embargo on arms import, freezing of
assets, travel bans and a referral to the
International Criminal Court for the
perpetuated war crimes and atrocities
against humanity.

For the past three months, the regime
has been launching airstrikes against
supporters of the revolution in Arhab
3o0km north of the capital, where the
supporters of the revolution managed
to block the entry of three brigades into
the capital. These three brigades were
attempting to join up with other bri-
gades of the Republican Guards, who
have been positioning themselves over
the surrounding hills and mountains,
and threatening an overall assault
against the eight-month long sit-in of
peaceful protesters in the capital.

By any norms and all standards, the
brutal crackdown on the peaceful un-
armed protestors on 18-20 September
amounts to indiscriminate genocide.
The perpetrators committing such
criminalities with impunity are obvi-
ously relying on a controversial article
in the GCC Initiative which offers the
president and his entourage an am-
nesty and immunity from future pros-
ecution.

In aletter dated 18/9/11 addressed to
the President of the UN Human Rights
Council, the Yemeni National Council,
a wide umbrella organisation of the op-
position parties and revolutionary forc-
es, called the international community
to meet their obligations and respect
the Yemeni people’s choice. The letter
concluded that: “Without international
intervention Yemen will explode and
disintegrate. This explosion will spill
over into the neighbouring region and
international trade routes. Action must
be taken now to prevent the crisis from
spreading and becoming far beyond
repair”.

Six months following the indiscrimi-
nate killing of sixty peaceful protes-
tors during the “Friday of Dignity” on
18/3/11, the recent 18-20 September
massacres of eighty peaceful protestors
by heavy and medium range weapons
have taken Yemen past a new turning
point in the trajectory of its revolution.

It looks certain that the course of
events in Yemen have crossed the point
of no return. The question is: a point of
no return towards what destination?

Open Letter to Yemeni Foreign Minister
Dr. Abu Bakr al-Qirbi

By: Qais Ghanem, MD
Creator and Host, Dialogue
with Diversity Radio Show

Dear Abu Bakr,
e have known each
other since 1960,
when we were
medical students
at the University
of Edinburgh. Since then your two
fine sons have been my close friends
and nephews. In the '80s we worked
together to establish the faculty of
medicine of the University of Sanaa.
You climbed the ladder rapidly, and
deservedly, and became the vice-
chancellor of the university. I recall
that you were very popular among
those thousands upon thousands of
university students, and certainly a
household name. That was in 1987.
Those were the same youthful stu-
dents who now, one generation lat-
er, throng Taghyeer Square and the

university compound, in droves. In
the meantime your path gradually
switched to politics, and eventually,
the plum job of foreign minister, to
which you brought your obvious tal-
ents of intelligence, common sense,
the ability to dialogue, a phenom-
enal memory and good command of
English; qualities which your presi-
dent was happy to make use of, to
prop up his regime, which has now
lasted 33 years. Your involvement
occurred in a very insidious manner,
and seemed to be assured for life.
In the meantime, the Arabs have
woken up in 2011, and not a moment
too soon. The tsunami of democratic
change is thankfully upon us, and is
unstoppable. And like Saddam Hus-
sein and Tariq Aziz, Hosni Mubarak
and Habib Al-Adli, Muammar Gad-
dafi and Abdul Ati al-Obeidi, other
dictators and their ministers will
vanish. I happen to know that you
initially thought that what might

come after Saleh could be worse,
and that you would be able to help
bring about change, without blood-
shed, because initially you had the
trust and respect of both sides. But
the excuse of "Apres moi, le deluge!"
has been there for centuries, since
Louis XV.

However, in my view, you grossly
underestimated the phenomenon
of hereditary entitlement to the
"throne", which was vehemently,
and even violently espoused by
Udai in Iraq, Saif-Al-Islam in Libya,
Bashshar in Syria, and now Ahmad
in Yemen. This was sufficient, on
Sept. 18, to cause the murder of 26
peaceful young protestors, and the
massive injuries to another 300, not
only with bullets but also with heavy
weapons. This was a clear sign of the
desperation of the regime, of which
you are part, whether actively or
tacitly or reluctantly.

This is what I predicted, well be-

fore the Arab Spring began, in my
novel Final Flight from Sanaa. And
thus you find yourself trapped,
having given your total loyalty to a
cause that is bound to lose, if not
now, then soon, notwithstanding
any Saudi tanks rolling onto Yeme-
ni soil. I hope that you will choose
wisely. I know what I would have
done, but cannot presume to know
what is best for you. Either way it
will be a difficult and potentially
dangerous decision.

To sin by silence when we should
protest makes cowards out of men,
as Ella Wheeler Wilcox said. Believe
me when I say that writing this has
also been a painful decision, pro-
voked by the sight of the two Yemeni
doctors on TV, who might have been
the two of us 30 years ago, clamor-
ing for medical equipment and am-
bulances and international help to
save their blood-drenched young
patients.
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Is it towards the grip of anarchy as the
usual history of Yemen entails, or the
point crossing a threshold towards in-
clusive participatory politics? I am in-
clined to bet on the latter; however, the
true answer for such a historical para-
dox can only be offered by nothing else
other than time.

Dr. Mohamed Qubaty is an opposition
political activist and is the spokesman
on international affairs for the Yemeni
National Council. He was a former
ambassador of Yemen to Lebanon and
Cyprus and a former senior political
advisor to the last two Yemeni Prime
Ministers.
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INTERVIEW

Basendwah: “We want the international commmuni
firm stand towards the regime.”

Mohammed Salem Basendwah is considered one of the Yemeni figures who con-
tributed to the history of Yemen for many decades since he started his political
career as part of the Socialist Party leadership. Although he was born and raised
in Aden, he moved in 1970 to participate in the founding of the Yemen Arab Re-
public before Saleh gained power in 1978. He was appointed at several high level
positions inside and outside the country last of which was being an advisor to
President Saleh in 2002 until he joined the protests early 2011 being a leader in
the opposition coalition the Joint Meeting Parties.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf met with Basendwah to discuss the current political situation
of Yemen and potential perspectives for the future.

Mohammed Salem Basendwah

Let’s start with the most ur-
gent question; are we on the
verge of a civil war?

In spite of all what happened and is
still happening in some parts of Ye-
men, and the excessive use of force
and violence by military and secu-
rity units loyal to the ruling family, I
doubt very much that Yemen will be
involved in a full-scale civil war.

It is not only because I am opti-
mistic, but there are many reasons
that make me rule out civil war.
First, because it is not in the inter-
est of neither the current regime
nor in the interest of either the op-
position or the protestors, who are
very keen to preserve the peaceful
nature of their revolution whatever
sacrifices they render and high costs
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I don’t think

the Houthis are
refraining because
they want a higher
number of seats but
if they do then it will
be no problem.

they pay.

Secondly, because the neighbor-
ing Gulf States and the internation-
al community realize that any civil
war in Yemen will be detrimental to
their interests and might affect the
stability of the whole regime due to
our country’s unique strategic loca-
tion on the Red Sea and the Arab
Sea.

In addition to its having long
borders with both the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of
Oman. That is why I expect them
to do their utmost best to prevent a
civil war and chaos in Yemen.

After all, the party that starts the
conflict will be accountable to the
Yemeni people and those involved
in massacres and genocide will be
taken to the international criminal
court.

But as such there are no guar-
antees to stop from an actual
war from happening?

I don’t claim that those reasons
constitute actual guarantees, but
still ne can count on them to pre-
vent civil war from happening. Yet,
as long as the leaders of the Popular
Youth Revolution are determined to
pursue peaceful means and ways in
their struggle as they have done until
now, how can they be dragged into
violence. Maybe you are also aware
that even those tribes and army and
security units that joined the revo-
lution are abiding by its peaceful
nature and don’t hold arms when
they participate in any demonstra-
tion or while they attend any event
in the squares. Yet, they use limited
force for self-defense in the event of
any aggression on them.

But there are accusations
against the protestors that

they carry sticks and maltove
bottles in the protests.
I have never heard of that or seen
any one carrying bombs or rifles or
even thick sticks in all my visits to
the Protestors Square in Sana’a. For
example, when I went to this square
before three weeks, I urged the
protestors everywhere to
stick to the peaceful
nature of their

revolution

and re-

frain from

being
dragged
into vio-

lence. And their
response was very

positive. This is also the atti-
tude and policy of the national
council as expressed in all its
statements.

Then what does the escala-
tion plan indicate which the
opposition is threatening
with?
Our escalation plan doesn’t in-
dicate at all that we will resort
to any sort of violence. But we
mean by escalation that we
will enhance the popular
protests and demonstra-
tions and might use other means
and ways such as general strikes
for example. But all our activities
will be peaceful. Anyhow, those in
charge of the plan will have to de-
cide what means to implement and
when.

But protests heading to gov-
ernment institutions is a call
for trouble don’t you think?
The National Council has never
called on the protestors to seize any
government institutions while we
always call on then bit to attack pri-
vate and public properties whenev-
er they hold their demonstrations,
though noting of this has happened
so far.

Then who is pushing the youth
to lead protests to ‘un-safe’ ar-
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The regime will
realize that matters
have slipped from
its hands now and I
am very optimistic
that the peaceful
escalation we are
working on now will
force the regime to
let go of power soon
on its own accord.

eas?

It could be that some of the revo-
lution’s youth are enthusiastic and
depressed of waiting long and suf-
fering much. And this makes them
sometimes try to overtake military
and security barriers that restrict
their marches or movements, de-
spite the risks they take because
they are prepared to sacrifice their
lives. But, as long as they demon-
strate peacefully, and abide by law
and order they have the right to
move to whatever area they want
while the duty of the security forces
is to protect them since they don’t
commit any breach of law and pub-
lic order.

The revolution is approach-
ing its ninth month, would you
consider it a success?
Yes, by all standards. First because
it has made millions of men, wom-
en, young and old, from different
factions and fractions civilians,
tribesmen and military and security
officers and soldiers father together
across Yemen as President Obama
said in is recent speech before
the current session of the UN
General Assembly in public
squares for months. It also
created a new national spirit
among the vast majority of our
people and united them around one
just national cause, and several le-
gitimate demands, while no one in
any square even the tribesmen and
the splinter army and security men
who joined the revolution except
those belonging to the First Brigade
and other military units that de-
clared their support for the peaceful
Youth Popular Revolution.

In addition to all that, it has
made a vast number of people in
the Southern Governorate restore
their strong belief in the unity. But
this change in their attitude does
not mean that they still support this
current unitary system and want a
federal system definitely.

What about you? Do you sup-
port a federal system?

Of course, but not on the basis of
two states, because that will make
re-session or separation quite pos-
sible in time in the future. In my
view, it would be in the interest of
our people as a whole to have a fed-
eral system of 3 or 5 states or even
more. Anyhow, this issue could be
resolved in a comprehensive na-
tional dialogue conference that will
be held after this regime has been
changed and since we have tried
both session and unitary system, let
us try a federal Yemen with a num-
ber of states as my widely respected
and highly esteemed brother and
colleague Dr. Yasin Saeed No'man
had said before.

If the political solution is gone,
and you think no civil war is
going to happen what does that
leave us with?

The GCC initiative provided a polit-
ical solution that was more in favor
of the ruling party, and that was,
also, not acceptable by the protes-
tors. Yet, the JMP and its partners
have signed it. But, the president
declined to sign it through five lead-
ing members of his party signed it
in his presence. This does not mean
that the political solution is no lon-
ger feasible. Still a political solu-
tion could be reached with when
the other side feels that it has no
other choice but to subdue to the
demands of the protestors and the
opposition. And when that time
comes, and I am confident that it
will come soon. That solution could
be just and more in favor of the op-
position and the protestors alike. As
far as civil war is concerned T still
rule it out as I have already told you
why.

You must have heard deputy
minister of information saying
that any escalation towards
government institutions will
be stopped vigorously, are you
worried?

There is no intention to head to-
wards any government institutions
in our escalation plan. I believe
the solution will come through
diplomatic pressure and there is
a chance that some countries take
the issue to the UN Security Council
if the transfer of power deal is not
signed.

‘When will that be?

No one knows, but the UN Secre-
tary General envoy had a plan and
said...

But don’t you think the UN ini-
tiative is heading to the same
direction the gulf initiative
ended with?

It could be, but the ruling party is
the one that refused to signed the
GCC initiative as well as the UN
proposed mechanism initiative.
However, we count on our people in
the first place, and on the support of
our brothers and friends and their
pressure on the regime in the sec-
ond place.

So what diplomatic pressure
are you talking about?

There are many kinds of pressure
they can exert on the regime, and
I am sure it won’t be able to resist
any intensive pressure for long.
However, external pressure is now
accumulating as we can see from
the recent United States and the EU
and GCC statements.

What’s new? Why should he
sign today what he rejected
yesterday?

Still the president can refuse if he
doesn’t want to sign the GCC ini-
tiative. But his refusal will not stop
change from happening sooner or
later.

I am still not sure what inter-
national pressure you are talk-
ing about. The US has just sold
weapons to the Republican
Guards..

What you said could be true, but I
am not aware of that. Yet the US ad-
ministration has repeatedly called
for transfer of power though the
regime is not responding positively
to such calls. But let us wait and see
whether the western countries in
general will continue to deal softly

o6

This is no time

Jor judging or
point fingers. A
person’s positions
through history
are valued and we
need to respectfully
recognize the
posttions of those
people who joined
the revolution.
Joining the
revolution forgives
what was done
before and we have
to adopt an attitude
of forgiveness

and tolerance and
abandon revenge
and hatred.

with the regime for the sake of fight-
ing terrorism though they know that
it is not serious in that either.

Talking about terrorism, who
really liberated Zunjubar?
Doesn’t the news that it was
done by a defecting army unit
give any indicator that the
west can trust in the opposi-
tion’s position on fighting ter-
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we have tried both
session and unitary
system, let us try a
federal Yemen with
a number of states

rorism?

The army unit that cleaned the city
from Al-Qaeda, as far as I know,
is division 119 commanded by bri-
gade Faisal Rajab who had joined
the peaceful revolution despite the
regime claiming that it is their vic-
tory. And yes, I do believe that this
incident may pose as an indicator
for the west to trust that the new
government will be a stronger alley
against terrorism than the current
one.

Let’s talk about the national
council now..

We stated more than once that the
council is not an alternative for the
regime or a shadow government. It
was created to lead the youth popu-
lar revolution and maintain the sta-
bility of the country.

How will it maintain that?

For example in places where there is
no state control such as Al-Mahara
now, local popular committees are
formed and directed by the council
to ensure the areas don’t head into
chaos in the absence of state rule of
law. In Al-Mahara the locals who
are with the revolution took over in
the absence of state institutions and
are governing their own area. This
can happen in Al-Jawf, Abyan and
Taiz is not far from that.

But there are questions about
the integrity of the National
Council itself.

First of all many of those who de-
clined to participate in the council
in the beginning are now part of it
and we still hope that many of the
key opposition figures abroad will
eventually join. We are in constant
communication with them. Also the
Houthis said they are reconsidering
their position and we assured them
that their places are reserved once
they feel convinced enough to join
us.

But there are questions regard-
ing the backgrounds of some
of the council’s members.

This is no time for judging or
point fingers. A person’s positions
through history are valued and
we need to respectfully recognize
the positions of those people who
joined the revolution. Joining the
revolution forgives what was done
before and we have to adopt an at-
titude of forgiveness and tolerance
and abandon revenge and hatred.

What about the grievances of
some people whose lands for
example were taken by some
so-called revolution heroes to-
day?

Such problems have to be resolved
by legal courts or through arbitra-
tion if the quarreling parties agree
to that.
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Back to the National Council,
why were the Houthis given
limited seats?

The distribution of seats in the
Council is based on certain stan-
dards. All parties for example are
represented equally while women
have a bigger number of seats.
Anyhow, I don’t think the Houthis
are refraining because they want a
higher number of seats but if they
do then it will be no problem. And I
am confident that they will eventu-
ally join the council.

Will there be a quota for wom-
en in the new government?

For sure, we want women to have
no less than 20% representation in
the new government as a temporary
step.

As the national council of the
opposition what do you want
from the international com-
munity?

We have been recognized already
by the international community as
opposition and any high level for-
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Even those tribes
and army and
security units that
joined the revolution
are abiding by its
peaceful nature.
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Many of those

who declined to
participate in the
National Council in
the beginning are
now part of it.

eign or Arab leader comes to Yemen
meets with us. We have been even
invited to Riyadh. And this means
that no one can ignore our signifi-
cance and that the regime is no lon-
ger totally in control.

That being said, what we really
want from the international com-
munity is to take a firm clear stand
towards the regime once and for
all.

We have no authority to impose
on the international community
what to do. They know what to do
and they should start doing it in or-
der to make this regime surrender
power peacefully. As for us in the
national council, we made our posi-
tion towards the regime clear in our
statement on September 8, in which
we said we no longer recognize this
regime or its political decisions.

Does the national council have
an economic vision for rebuild-
ing Yemen?

Yes we do and we are counting on
our neighbors and the internation-
al community to help. I think they
may agree on establishing a fund

for Yemen’s rebuilding moreover,
the World Bank has dedicated 8o
billion dollars for the Arab Spring
countries and Yemen is one of
them.

There are many countries willing
to help Yemen and we do request
them that instead of giving money
for projects to the new government
to please create their own estab-
lishment that oversees the imple-
mentation of the projects in order
to minimize corruption and ensure
transparency. As for our operations
costs such as salaries and so on I
believe that if the national revenues
are accounted for fairly we will cov-
er our needs and more.

If there was a call for early
presidential elections will you
agree?

Yes, but it depends on how the elec-
tions will be conducted. And it has
to be after transfer of power.

But the gulf initiative has
failed, right?

Who is responsible for that do you
think? And will they stay at their re-
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We want women to
have no less than
20% representation
in the new
government.

ty to take a

fusing position?

What is going to change their
minds now?

The regime will realize that matters
have slipped from its hands now
and I am very optimistic that the
peaceful escalation we are working
on now will force the regime to let
go of power soon on its own accord.

What is soon, are you talking
about a month or more?

I can’t say. But what I can tell you is
that we have an escalation plan for
the youth and that if not for us hold-
ing them back they would have gone

wild. They say they are ready to do
anything and that death is better
than the life they are living today.

What you are saying is like if there
are two thieves, one that steals ten
dollars and another that steals a
million. Should T reward the one
who stole the ten dollars and con-
sider it a point in his favor?

Will we be seeing you playing
a key role in the new govern-
ment?

I really hope not. I plead that my
friends who gave me their trust
today will me to be an advisor for
them and not push me into a major

role. Today I know my responsibili-
ties and will not shy away from giv-
ing my knowledge and experience
to help my homeland. I have been
serving my country for a very long
time.

I have known president Saleh
since 1970 before he was president
and know him quite well personally.
Today my position comes from my
social and political responsibility
and is not personal.

In the end I really hope Yemen
sails through these difficult times
and is able to be the Yemen it de-
serves to be, happy and prosperous
by God’s will.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

The role

What we’re looking for

skills.

The role

What we’re looking for

skills.

To apply

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering, has
been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its programme.

Finance Assistant - Based in Haradh

Contract Duration: 6 months

You will be responsible for the overall aspects of cash management including monthly cash forecast and
verify all payment requests and ensure completeness and accurateness of supporting documents and
release payments on timely manner. You will input transaction in cashbooks and upload them into Oxfam’s
financial system on weekly basis and ensure proper filling system is in place.

We are looking for someone with at least degree in finance related subject or professional accountancy
qualification, and two years financial and accounting experience in a similar role. The ideal candidate will
have demonstrated communication skills and the ability to work well with others and as part of a team. You
will have excellent oral and written communication skills in both English and Arabic and sound computer

Finance Assistant - Based in Sana’a

Contract Duration: 6 months

You will be responsible for the overall aspects of cash management including monthly cash forecast and
verify all payment requests and ensure completeness and accurateness of supporting documents and
release payments on timely manner. You will input transaction in cashbooks and upload them into Oxfam’s
financial system on weekly basis and ensure proper filling system is in place.

We are looking for someone with at least degree in finance related subject or professional accountancy
qualification, and two years financial and accounting experience in a similar role. The ideal candidate will
have demonstrated communication skills and the ability to work well with others and as part of a team. You
will have excellent oral and written communication skills in both English and Arabic and sound computer

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions, please send
a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for, to yemenjobs@oxfam.
org.uk or send a fax to 01 450170.

Closing date for applications is 7th October 2011

documentation.

UNHCR Sub-Office Aden,
Building No.(28 &27), Embassies area,
Beside German Consulate, Khormaksar,

Aden, Yemen

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
(RFP/SOADEN/007/11)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
has an international mandate to protect refugees and to seek durable solutions
to their problems. UNHCR plays a major role in coordinating aid to refugees,
returnees and displaced persons of concern.

In this context, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), Sub-Office Aden, Republic of Yemen, invites qualified contractors
and companies to submit a firm offer for the following project to be implemented
in Kharaz Refugee Camp located in Lahej Governorate:

- Upgrading of the electrical network / grid in Kharaz Refugee Camp.

Bidding documents are available for collection during 27th to 30th of September
from UNHCR Sub-Office Aden, Supply Chain Unit, located at the above-
mentioned address. Tel: 02 235 111; 02 234 406

The bidding procedure and guidelines are provided

in the tender
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HEALTH
Yemen's midwives call on world leaders

Yemenis still reject people living

with HIV

By: Malak Shaher

our years ago when the

AIDS Association was

established in Al-Raqgas

neighborhood,  stones

were thrown at the
building, said Ali Al-Alkami, a social
activist at the association.

The people of Yemen need an
awareness campaign, explained
Al-Alkami, because they still reject
people living with HIV. They believe
that HIV and AIDS are transmitted
through illegal sex, forbidden in
Islam.

On Monday, Progressio and
USAIDS held a workshop on HIV
and AIDS and the rights of people
living with the virus, with 25
participants from the private sector
and the government.

“One of the impacts of AIDS
worldwide — other than the
infection — is the stigma and the
discrimination that affects the
social integrity of that person,”
said Wondimu Guyassa, Progressio
coordinator in Yemen.

“HIV is not only a problem
of health but it is also a social
problem.”

Progressiois ahealth organization
that started its work in Yemen in
1974, expanding into the field of
HIV and AIDS in 2005.

HIV is not transferred through

social contact, shaking hands, living
together, eating from the same dish,
going to school or working together
and playing, said Dr. Sameer Jubari,
a coordinator from the Interaction
Company for Development, which
works with the UNHCR.

He explained that HIV can only
be transmitted through direct
interaction with infected blood,
vaginal fluids or semen, or through
breast feeding.

An  earlier workshop was
conducted for preachers in mosques
in order to spread awareness to
fight the stigma against those living
with HIV.

“HIV is not only a health problem
in Yemen, it is also related to the
society, as Yemenis reject infected
people and ignore the fact that these
young people are still part of society
and can be productive,” said Fawzya
Gharama, UNAIDS representative
in Yemen. “We should not neglect
these people since the more people
that hide their infection, the greater
the increase of infected people in
Yemen.”

The first HIV case appeared in
Yemen in 1987 and the number
of the people with HIV is now
approaching 3,000, according to
the World Health Organization.

In 2009, the Yemeni parliament
approved a law to protect the rights
of people living with HIV.

“However, the law is not practiced
and people with HIV are not treated
well by their society,” said Sheikh
Jabri Ibrahim from the Ministry of
Endowments who took part in the
workshop.

In Yemen Almost 80 percent of
women get the virus from their
husbands and a large number of
those women are prevented from
visiting a hospital because of the
stigma of having HIV, according to
Ibrahim.

Some 17 associations have been
established in Yemen to help people
with HIV — the AIDS Association
in Al-Raqas neighborhood is one
of them with other three branches
in the governorates of Aden,
Hadramout and Hodaida, according
to Al-Alkami.

They are currently dealing with
380 HIV cases, he said, most of
which are people abandoned by
their families and societies once
they were discovered to have the
infection.

The head of the association Fu’ad
Al-Sabri mentioned the case of a
family — a husband and his wife
— who were rejected from their
neighborhood after they were found
to have the virus. They moved into
another area, but people from their
previous neighborhood told the
couple’s new neighbors, continuing
the stigma they faced.
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to take action for maternal mortality

By: Ali Saeed

round 200 Yemeni
midwives have signed
a petition urging world
leaders who will meet in
he UN annual General
Assembly session in New York this
month to take action to reduce
Yemen's maternal mortality rate.
According to the UNICEF
statistics of 2009, around 370
mothers per 100,000 live births die
in Yemen every year due to the lack
of access to health services during
pregnancy and childbirth, as well
as the shortage of medial workers
at health facilities around the
country. This rate is just under the
international average for maternal
mortality, which was 260 deaths
per 100,000 live births in 2008,
according to the World Health
Organization. The ratio is highest
in Yemen’s rural areas.

The midwives wrote the
petition in coordination with the
International Confederation of
Midwives, Save the Children and
the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe
Motherhood.

The midwives have called on
the heads of states, governments
and world leaders to put midwives
and health workers at the heart of
their agendas at the UN General
Assembly meeting to improve
the health of mothers and their
children and to decrease maternal

» Khalid, 10 years experiece in
administration, documentation,
secretariate. Fluent in English,
computer skill. 711239117

» BAdegree in French, computer
diploma, have an experince for 5
years in the following field:
secretariate and administration,
sales and marketing, logistics and
teaching. 777565320.

»  Bachelore in accountancy from
Sana'a university, diploma of
secretary, Excel (computer),
courses in English, good written
and spoken, store keeper for 3
years, inventory control and
purchasing followup for 6 years,
site administtrator for one year.
733409652

» Indian National, master degree in
commerce above 15 years
experience as senior level in
commercial office manager,
marketing, project stc. ready to
join immediately with good
companies. 711445354

»  Bachelor of accountancy from
Sana'a University diploma of
secretary and computer courses in
the English good in writing and
specking, store keeper for 3 years
inventory control and purchasing
follow up for 6 years site
administrator for one year.
733409652

» A nanny for infants is required to
work in a nursery. Her job includes

of the babies from 7:30 to 1:30
everyday Saturday through
Thursday. Candidates must have
experince in working with infants
and have a good record
vouching their personality. For
inquires call 733455645

» afirst grade teacher is required
for Arabic and English sections to
work in a private school. the
teacher has to have a bachelor
degree and experince in
education especially with children
at this level. She must also be
committed and follow instructions
from the school's management.
duty hours from 8:00 AM to 2:00
PM from Saturday to
Wednesday. For inquires call
733455645

»  Zubyen Trading and Industry Co,
requires qualified mechanicals,
HYD, elecrical Engineers. Send
your CV to zubayenhyundaey@y.
net.ye or fax 01-473011

» A qualified male teacher of English
is requested to teach in a
scondary school. The teacher
should be Yemeni or Arab
national, have a bachelor degree
in English, and willing to work on
shifts. 771177207

» A qualified female teachers for
English, Maths & Science, teach
students age from 5 to 10 years
old. To work in a very healthy &
productive enviromment. teachers

OFor Hire/Rent

Details:

Contact Address:

OJob Require

and neonatal mortality.

The same petition was also
signed by thousands of midwives
worldwide. It is to be delivered to
the UN General Assembly in their
meeting on September 19.

This petition was one outcome
of the Midwifery Conference held
in Durban, South Africa, in June
2011. The meeting was attended
by members of the International
Confederation of Midwives,
representatives of national
midwifery associations from most
of the countries in the world.

The 200 Yemeni midwives who
signed the petition are working
in different governorates around
the country. It has been delivered
to the White Ribbon Alliance to
be presented in the UN General
Assembly meeting.

Later this month, the same
petition will be also delivered to
one of the acting official leaders in
Yemen's Ministry of Public Health
and Population. The National
Association of Yemeni Midwives
will deliver the signed petition to
the official in conjunction with
Yemen's National Safe Motherhood
Alliance.

The shortage of midwives around
the country is one of the key factors
behind Yemen's high maternal and
newborn mortality rates. There
are three to seven midwives for
each 10,000 women in Yemen,
according to Dr. Jamal Nasher,

pon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost
OFor Sale (ORequired ([JAvailable OFor Lease

OSituation Vacant

JOthers

Yemen's Deputy Minister of Public
Health and Population.

The greatest proportion of
mothers in Yemen who die during
pregnancy and delivery live in
rural areas, where over 70 percent
of Yemen's 25 million people live
without adequate health services.
This deficiency is largely due to the
lack of medical personnel.

“I was a doctor in rural areas for
some time, and from my experience
of working there I found that a
midwife is the best actor who can
provide healthcare for women
during pregnancy and delivery,” Dr.
Rami Al-Magqtari, a doctor of public
health who advocates for women’s
health in Yemen, told the Yemen
Times earlier this year.

This was one of the core
messages the midwives aimed to
communicate in their petition.

"We know what's needed,” the
petition read. “More midwives
means more lives saved. If births
were routinely attended by
midwives or health workers with
midwifery skills, with the right
equipment and the right support,
the lives of 1.3 million newborn
babies and 350,000 mothers would
be saved every year.”

It concluded: “We call on you
to show bold leadership and put
midwives and other health workers
at the heart of your efforts to
improve the health of mothers and
their children.”

Trans Global Logistics &
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
* Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
* Packing/Land Transportation.

¢ Warehousing /Logistical planning.

* Customs clearance/Local
Visa/Documentation handling.

* Real Estate Services.

* Ticking Reservations & General
Tourism Services.

should be nonaccented English
speakers. 733811430«
rainbows@y.net.ye

Aden, Al-Tawahi 4thfloor
appartment, contains 4 bedrooms,
hall, big balcon, seaview. Jabar
771433757, 734201785

» New offices are available for rent
at Aman Tower - Zubairy street .
735870015

»  We have apartement for rent
consists of three rooms, one
kitchen, two bathroomes and a
hall. Location in Mujahad street.
Contact: 711140184

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3

»  Appartment without furnture.
contains 3 bedroom, hall,
2bathrooms, kitchen.

Abo Ali: 777448617

»  New apartments for rent at Hadda.
Sabaa Bank buildings 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a
Diwan 733869522 - 770567930

»  Second-hand vehicles of all sizes
and brands, in a good shape,
used by embassies and foreign
companies. 714700805

»  Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003,
Mileage 170 000km Engine ia in
excellent consition.

* Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen
Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

‘ « International door to door services.

Tel: 733174993

»  Car for sale: Toyota Camry 2000,
golden color, good condition,
maintained by foreighner. Price
$9000 (non neegotiable). V.
Christopher 733816219,
733712299.

» Car for sale:

Company/Model: Hyundai- 2004,
Colour- Light Gray, Good
Condition & maintained by
foreigner, Price: 6000 USD (Six
Thousand USD-Non Negotiable)
for more details plz contact: Basim
Abdulfatah 71175382

Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police 199, Fire
Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Telephone enquires 118,
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior

Affairs 252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co.
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio
Station 282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red
Crescent 2031313, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Yonet 7522227

278668/283082

Confinental Airli
273452/275061

—EgwptAir
—OatarAirways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01

44600458

—Yemen Guif Bank o], 967-1-260823 Fax:260824
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

Wﬂ Bahrain
== Tel. 264775 264702, Fax, 264703,503350

—YemeniBanks:
__CentralBank 27431411
—Yemen Commercial Bank  Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
—International Bank of Yemen 01 407030

—AwbBank 012765852

—CACBank 01563813
Al:Amal Bank 01:449731

—Qatar International Bank 012517544

CAR RENTAL

—Budget  Tel 01309618 /506372
Fax: 01240958
—EuropeCar __Tel; 01 270751

Fax: 01 270804
_—Hartz Sana'a: 01 440309
Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS
—FORD/HYUNDAL ____ 267791
—MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
_MISSAN  FHodeidah: 200150/49
Sana’a: 400269
—OPEL/GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES
—Computer Education  Aden: 02-237199

01444553
207025/26

—Iofinit Education
NIT Quality Computer Education
British Institute for
languages & Computer

YALL

266222 - Fax: 514755
01448039

ALTI 01274221
—Exceed 01537871 —LAZURDE suiteshotel  01-432020/30/40 W 424433

MALI 01441036 Versailles Hotel 01425970172

_Herzon 01448573 _SherafonHotel 01237500 Telfax :01- 470250 - Mobile734522225
—MovenpickHotel 01546666 —Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
—ShebaHotel 01272372 —Intemational Turkish Schools  Sana'a 448258/9
_RelpclmHoll 01449871 Taiz 205593

FedEx GulfTowrist ol and Suis 01630494 AMadYemenSchool  Tel: 206159
- —MercureHotel 01212544 —ManaratSchools 01410011

_Sm.a_(ll;‘éﬂ.llo_ Aqen 02 245 626 _ ShammarHotel 01418546

—Hodiadh 03226975 Taiz 04 205 780 _ UniversalHotels 01-440305/7-14 SUPERMARKET
—ShahranHotel 01417320

s 01416751 01-422610

DHL 01 441096/7/8 —Al-Jandul Supermarket,

INSURANCE COMPANIES —Happy Land supermarket  01-444424
FREIGHT FORWARDERS __UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 0155
T oo 800 55 55 TRANSLATIONS
—M&M Logistics & Aviation Serviges 01 531221/531231
E] Nasi Cil o Forwarder 407905 __Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C) Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French
01 444550/441935 Sang'g 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476 -German-Russian-Ttalian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-

m PAC 01447126 Taiz 250029 Hodeidah  219941/4(6 Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic Tel: 01-240515

Mas Fright International 01429671 —Marib Insurance _ Sazg’a: 206129/8/13
—Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126 — i 366 m

01472192/3 —_  Tiz240027/34

World Shipping 01260746 / —Hﬂdﬂdﬂu}%;;ﬁ% Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83
a0 0000000000 —Yemen Istamic lnsurance Co. S 2% 02221270
T oseiras  [— e —

il —AlNasimTravel 270750
Y.emen Insurance companySana ‘a: 272806/ 272962/43, " Univorsal Business Travel Conter 441158/9/60
Modem German Hospital 600000/602008 - - o Qadas Fly 01280777
il folispone@homailoom  Fas, 1889 Taiz: 250345,  Mukalla: 304292,  Hodeidah:
i 01 412981
- —Amannsyrance -

ATl Pl 01 246967166 B — American World University, Rep, by IS acaderny
—AbJunaidHospital 81142:;22 RESTAURANT —_ Tel.0l-535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
—Akaniibodem Hospial____ —University of Applied and Social Science
—Science and Technology Hospital = 01-500000 . .

ALKuwait Hospita 01-283283 —Al:Shaibani Restaurants Super Delpxe - Tel: 01 505290 Sapa'a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Sadui-Gorman qujja] 01313333 01266375 o Adens 13433 234960

Fax:01 267619 Queen Arwa University el:
01-200000 —SowaUnivety — Tel: 250553455
—mm 7885

—DPresidency 01-290200
—Prime Minjster 01-490 800
_Mmmmmhmmks.mdmhways 01-545132
01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
1) 5 —
—Minisiry of Fisheries ____ 01-268583
—Ministryof Cultwee 01274640
—Ministry of Civil Service and Tnsurance 01-294579
—Ministryof Defence _______ 01-276404

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation ~ 01-282963
— Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour ~ 01-262809

—Ministry of Tegal Affairs  01-402213
—Ministry of Public Health and Population ~ 01-252211
—Ministry of Youth and Sports ~ w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals ~ 01-202309
Ministry of Tnternal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of C v
—Information Technology _ 01-331460
— Ministry of Local Administration . 01-227242
— Ministry of Information ~ 01-274008
Miisry of Planai
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
—Ministry of Transportaion  01-2022257
— Ministry of Water and Environmenf ~ 01-418289
—Ministry of Flectricity  01-326196

To have your number listed please
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276
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By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

akhr Al-Azab, 24, is one
of the few students and
youths who have been
actively contributing to
the Yemeni revolution
since it began earlier this year..

After the success of Tunisia’s
revolution last January, he led the
first student march to the Tunisian
embassy in Sana’a, demanding the
ouster of President Ali Abdullah
Saleh. Moreover, he wrote the first
statement issued by revolutionar-
ies on 18 January.

Al-Azab is a good speaker
and known for his poetic talent,
journalistic activities and notable
revolutionary contributions.

He has participated enthusiasti-
cally in all the demonstrations and
different events of the revolution.
He can mobilize many students,
friends and relatives to join the
cause.

“Yemenis have made a legendary
revolution and showed unbeliev-
able determination to continue
their peaceful struggle,” said Al-
Azab. “During the last months, the
revolutionaries have resolved their
problems and differences. Now
they are working in harmony.”

‘One of the greatest revolu-
tions’
Unlike many revolutionaries, Al-
Azab completely believes that the
length of the revolution has actu-
ally had some positive effects. “We
have rearranged our ideas and
our priorities,” he said. “Although
some Yemenis are depressed about
the delay of our revolution, we
have taken important steps during
these last months.”

Speaking enthusiastically about
the Yemen’s revolution, Al-Azab

J

Fakhr Al-Azab

said: “The revolution didn’t only
raise the political awareness
among Yemenis; it has created so-
cial and cultural harmony among
them.”

“It is one of the greatest revolu-
tions in the world because Ye-
menis were able to continue their
great revolution peacefully despite
the provocations of the regime’s
security and thugs,” he said.

Al-Azab has faced several as-
sassination attempts as well as
threats that he would be arrested
by the National Security. “In the
beginning of the revolution, some

iron) Yeme; s

Fakhr Al-Azab

figures from the National Security
were looking for me in the Faculty
of Mass Communication at Sana’a
University to arrest me because of
my political activities.”

‘In Change Square I live

among a big family’

Change Square in Sana’a is one

of the most inspiring places for

Al-Azab, where he has witnessed

many unforgettable moments and

developed great friendships with

many other youths and students.
“In Change Square I live among

a big family. I live among tens of

thousands of people who seek jus-
tice and democracy,” he said.

On the other hand, Al-Azab has
seen many tragic scenes in Change
Square. “It was one of the saddest
moments in my life when I saw my
friend Shehab Al-Sharabi covered
in blood after he was shot in the
shoulder by one of the thugs of the
corrupt regime,” he remembered.

Al-Azab proudly recalled the
first days of the revolution: “The
beginning of the revolution was
exceptional. The determination of
the youths was so great that I felt
that they were angels.

olution

“I felt so proud when I saw
hundreds of thousands of Yemenis
chant against the regime. I felt
proud because I was chanting
against the regime with tens of
my friends in the beginning of the
revolution and I didn’t expect that
a huge number of Yemenis would
join our dream of change,” said
Al-Azab.

‘The power of Yemeni people
will win’
He totally rejects any military op-
tions for the revolutionaries or the
dissident army, firmly believing
that the protesters will win their
revolution peacefully. “The power
of Yemeni people will win,” he
said.

He called for the Republican
Guards to be a national army and

put Yemeni interests above all
else.

According to Al-Azab, although
the opposition parties made some
mistakes during the revolution
people must not deny that they
made a positive contribution and
pushed their people to play a big
park in Change Square.

He called on the revolutionaries
to avoid disputes and differences.
“They shouldn’t allow any power
to cause rifts between them. We
all aim to overthrow the regime
and build our new civil state so we
should work hard to achieve our
aims.”

The civil state that Al-Azab seeks
should be based on equal citizen-
ship, respect for law, freedom of
beliefs and political pluralism, he
said.

(

Noman Al-Khadhmi

It is the day when our people were
able to conquer injustice, igno-
rance and oppression to start a
new phase towards progress and

prosperity.

Ibtisam Al-Farah

21ste September means a new and
modern ‘according to Yemeni his-
tory lessons’, one that we never
seen from that date up to today.

Arafat Hazza Gassim

26th September means a lot for
me and every one. It took the Ye-
meni society forward, but this
revolution, I hope is the solution of

\_

our hard situation. I'm waiting for
the time when our authorities view
the country through patriotic light
away from other interests.

Randa Hussien

It is a national day and we all cel-
ebrate that day. It is the day when
revolution was successful from
the Imamate rule. I remember the
revolutionaries that we studied in
history and that time it was a real
revolution not like this time when
they don’t stick to their objectives.

Emad Algabali
26th of September means the be-
ginning of new bright epoch and

In this section we talk to young people about their concerns, hopes and dreams. Every week we hit the streets
and share what young people have to say right here.

This week’s question:

What does the date 26th September mean to you?

the end of the tyrants regime.
When the freemen get what they
want and achieve their goals even
though they paid their lives to get
it. Eventually 26th of September
means revolution, dignity and free-
dom.

Fuad Ahmed

It is a vacation. A national holiday
and a time to rest. In the past there
used to be some signs of celebra-
tions such as fireworks and pa-
rades, now there isn’t even that.

Abdulbaset Ali
It was supposed to be an occasion
to get out of ignorance during the

imamate rule to the revolution’s
dawn but we found that ignorance
is still very much here. It is also
a time for military parades and
a power show it also includes an
occasion for graduating military
batches.

Malak Shaher

It is the independence day. Free-
dom and victory over the imamate
rule. Despite the fact that some are
not optimistic I feel it would be the
beginning of a new Yemen.

Watheq Al-Kadhi
The date reminds me of the 26th
September revolution which I feel

was incomplete and was taken off-
track. I believe that today’s revolu-
tion is complementary to the first
one on 26th September 1962. On a

Next Week’s Question:

more personal note when I think of
the date 26th September I remem-
ber it is a national holiday so I feel
good, I have a day off.

Is the president here to stay as president
until 2013 or is he here to organize
transition of power under his supervision?

Follow this section for a new question every week and feel free
to reply with your answers or feedback by sending an e-mail to
ytyouth@gmail.com. So this is your chance to share your
humorous stories, poems or opinions with other young readers!
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