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Protesters challenge

red lines

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, Oct. 2—Tens of thousands of
pro-democracy protesters in Sana’a
held a massive demonstration last
Sunday, demanding the departure of
the regime and trial of President Ali
Abdullah Saleh.

The demonstrators also strongly
condemned the ‘inflammatory fatwa’
issued by some of Saleh’s clerics to
prohibit the protests against the
leader. The demonstrators consid-
ered this fatwa a declaration of war
and a justification for the regime to
kill more protesters.

The march passed through new
areas in which many pro-regime
soldiers have been deployed. Many
protesters greeted the soldiers of Re-
publican Guard and Central Security.
The demonstration was staged amid
a political standoff. President Saleh
still refuses to sign the Gulf initia-
tive that grants him immunity from
prosecution.

However,

the revolutionaries

Photo by Mohammed Al-Emad

The revolutionaries vowed to escalate their actions and hold demonstrations

in new areas of the capital.

vowed to escalate their actions and

portedly deployed in the rooftops of

hold demonstrations in new areas of many buildings.

the capital, in which snipers are re-

Continued on page 2

Yemen'’s politics on the brink

By: Mohammed Bin Sallam
and Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Oct. 2 — The United Na-
tion Secretary General advisor on

Yemen, Jamal Benomar expanded
his visit for two more days after he
was scheduled to leave on Thursday
Sept. 29. He was set to leave Yemen
on Monday Oct. 3 heading back to
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One block from the Sitteen street, 15 minutes from the Sana’a International
Airport, a short walk from the newly built Government Center, walking
distance to shopping areas. Great

views from every unit.

Real Estate Agents
are welcome
For further details
please call us on
+967 711178889
733581505
Or visit our website
http://www.imc-realty.com

brief the UN Security Council on the
political conflict in Yemen and his
mediation efforts.

“If there is a 1% chance for a so-
lution we have to pursue it. We are
not giving up,” said Benomar to The
Yemen Times regards his efforts to
reach an agreement between the po-
litical parties in conflict.

This was the second time the UN
mission delayed its travel in re-
sponse to Vice President Abdu Rabu
Hadi hoping reach some conclusions
between the political rivals.

The Yemen Times learnt that both
US and Saudi ambassadors played a
role to make him stay as well hoping
that he will achieve a political agree-
ment between Hadi and the opposi-
tion leaders.

Continued on page 2
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Yemen’s unreported holy war -
or hidden hunger for power?

By: Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Oct. 1 — There are sev-
eral active armed conflicts in Yemen
which are based on religious affili-
ations. However, the facts of these
remain unknown to all - including
Yemenis themselves — due to a total
media blackout imposed on the war-
torn areas and a lack of thorough in-
vestigations of affected populations.

The Yemen Times here presents
some details for one model of this
war which essentially broke out be-
tween two warring Muslim parties as
a result of different interpretations
of Islam based on different Islamic
sects.

Sunni-Shiites war in Al-Jawf

War broke out five months ago be-
tween Houthi rebels - who are Shiite
Muslims - and the locals of Al-Jawf
governorate — themselves Sunni
Muslims - 143 km northwest of the

capital city of Sana'a.

Around 470 Houthis were killed
and over 85 of Al-Jawf' s citizens lost
their lives in this four-month-long
war, Sheikh Arfj Bin Hadban, a local
tribal leader in Al-Jawf, told the Ye-
men Times.

"This is a religious war. The tribes-
men here had fought against the
Houthis after they [Houthis] came
to our land and attempted to im-
pose their doctrine, which is Shiite,
and no one in our area believed in
it. This doctrine insults the wives of
the prophet Mohamed PBUH and his
companions and this is not permis-
sible in our religion," said Hadban.

Both sides have used a large variety
of weapons during the bloody con-
frontations, an exception being use of
planes, according to the tribal leader.

"All of the population hereis heavily
armed, and the Houthis are equipped
with advanced weapons because they
occupied some state- military camps

during their fighting with the gov-
ernment's army in the six rounds of
war," he said.

Two months ago, a local tribal
mediation committee was able to
bring about a truce between the two
sides. According to a tribal leader
who participated in the battles with
the Houthis, the ceasefire was con-
ditional on the Houthis withdrawing
non-resident elements from Al-Jawf,
as well as on a cessation of their dis-
seminating religious ideas in the gov-
ernorate.

Local sources state the the Houthis
did indeed abide by the conditions,
leading to a suspension of war since
that point. But this truce may break
at any moment amidst a lack of state
control after opposition forces took
over the governorate last April, in line
with nationwide protests demand-
ing an end to president Ali Abdullah
Saleh's 33-year rule.

Continued on page 2

Details of Al-Awklar’s death

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Oct. 2 — The Yemeni gov-
ernment and the United States have
announced on Friday Sept 30 the
death of the American-born cleric
of Yemeni origin Anwar Al-Awlaqi.
Al-Awlaqi is alleged to have been
behind numerous Al-Qaeda plots
targeting US citizens.

Al-Awlaqi, said to be the spiri-
tual leader of Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula is said to have
plotted some “terrorist” operations
including the failed Detroit under-
wear bomber Umar Farouk Abdul-
mutallab in late December 2009,
and the Fort Hood mass shooting by
an American soldier of Palestinian
origin, who on November 5 2009
shot dead 13 people on the US army
base and wounded another 29.

Continued on page 2

Despite Al-Qaeda's spiritual leader, Anwar Al-Awlaqi, the American born
cleric of Yemeni origin said to be Kkilled, there will be no much significance
of his death toward Al-Qaeda's performance, said a Yemeni expert on Al-

Qaeda.
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Protesters challenge red lines

One protester, Mohammed Al-Emad,
said that although the protesters passed
through dangerous areas there were
no new attacks Sunday. “We crossed
the red lines for the first time. It's our
escalation plan to cross new places to
reach new districts in Sana’a.” Al-Emad
indicated that the revolutionaries plan to
intensify their demonstrations until the
regime leaves office.

Mohammed Saeed, a youth activist
and anti-regime protester, said that the
demonstration was exceptional.

“Our demonstration was not obstruct-
ed by the security and was not assaulted
by thugs and snipers as usual. The re-
gime is now deploying its heavy security
and snipers on the roads leading to the
presidential palace only,” said Saeed.

“We aimed in this well-planned dem-

onstration to raise awareness of the im-
portance of people’s participation in the
revolution in different areas of Yemen,”
he said. “Many people from different
districts joined Sunday’s demonstration
enthusiastically and chanted against the
regime.”

Saeed said that the announcement
of the demonstration was sudden. He
noted that the next rallies will also be an-
nounced on short notice to confuse the
regime. According to Saeed, the revolu-
tionaries will continue to escalate their
actions over the next two weeks.

“If UN envoy Bin Omar doesn’t secure
a political solution we will hold rallies in
the ways into the presidential palace,”
said Saeed.

“Unfortunately, the regime keeps on
providing justifications for avoiding a po-

Yemen'’s politics on the brink

In the past days the Saudi ambassador
Ali Hamdan and the US ambassador
Gerald Feierstein held talks with Hadi,
the ruling party’s leaders, the Joint
Meeting Parties’ leaders [the collation
of the opposition political parties] and
eventually they assured bin Omar that
the Yemeni regime is willing to sign the
Gulf Cooperation Council initiative [on
transferring the power peacefully] ac-
cording to the delegation of authority the
president gave to the vice president.

However, despite the international
mediation efforts the country witnessed
the worst violence against civilians and
anti-government protesters end of last
month claiming the lives of around 120
peaceful protestors.

The Yemen Times learnt from a close
source who asked to remain anonymous
that ambassador Feierstein during his
visit to Hadi, urged him to start imple-
menting the GCC initiative terms and to
speed the procedures of power transi-
tion showing his concerns of exploding
the military situation in the country if the
power transition took any longer.

Moreover, a high official at the Yemeni
foreign ministry told the Yemen Times
that VP Hadi’s request to Benomar

came after “warnings” the Yemeni gov-
ernment received from the US and the
Gulf countries’ ambassadors that Ye-
men’s file will be brought to the Security
Council to decide international penalties
against the regime unless an immediate
start of transition takes place.

Similarly, in a press conference on
Friday the UN SG advisor emphasized
that Yemen cannot bear any delay in
reaching a political agreement, indicat-
ing that already the conflicting parties
had negotiated a two-phase transition
agreement last July.

The first stage was for president Saleh
to lunch a presidential decree calling
for early elections by the end of 2011,
delegating his authorities to his deputy
who would form a National Transitional
Government as well as restructure the
armed forces.

The second stage was to look into the
long standing issues in term of amend-
ing the constitution, conduct parlia-
mentary elections according to a new
political system as well as addressing
a proposed federal system and other
grievances.

Regardless of the political negotia-
tions and proposed UN roadmap, Ye-

Yemen'’s unreported holy war - or

for power?

“Nowadays there is an uneasy calm in
the governorate and we think it is merely
a break; if they attack us again, we will
fight back,” said the tribal leader in Al-Jawf.
“They have no land, nor inheritance or
power in our area,”

The same opposition forces affiliated
with the traditional opposition coalition
known as the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP)
— which itself participated in fighting against
the Houthi Shiites - were also involved in a
four-month war against the Houthis, but not
for religious purposes.

“The local Islah opposition members
who are affiliated with the JMP have en-
tered into open battles with the Houthis
over the 115th Military Brigade [which was
occupied by tribesmen opposed to the cur-
rent regime] and other state buildings in
the governorate,” said Bin Hadban “They
[Houthis] said that they are present in the
change squares, so they want their share
in the military camp and other state facili-
ties.”

“The Islah members who are in con-
trol of the governorate have refused the
Houthis’ demand and said that they will not
hand over the camp and state facilities until
a new regime is in place,” he added.

Paradoxically, the Houthis are united in
peaceful protest with JMP members in the
change squares against Saleh’s regime but
at the same time engaged in war in areas
where allies have taken control due to dif-
ferent religious backgrounds or interests.

Other tribal sources told the Yemen
Times that a tribal negotiation committee
suggested that the 115th Military Brigade,
now opposition-held, be handed over to
leading army defector Ali Mohsen’s First
Armored Division?

“Now some military teams of the first
armored division are being prepared to be
sent to take over the camp,” according to a
local source.

However, Dr. Ahmed Al-Daghashi, an
expert on Islamic movements, said in an in-
terview with the Yemen Times that “in gen-
eral, what has been taking place between
the Houthis and their rivals is not based on
religion, but they [Houthis] use religion to
extend their influence.”

“| think that the Houthis are moving on
the basis of expanding their influence in an
attempt to take over as much area as they
can,” said Al-Daghashi.

He highlighted that the recent develop-
ments in Al-Jawf have revealed that “the

Details of Al-Awklai’s death

A local tribal source in the Khashef area
of Al-Jawf governorate where the strike
took place, around 143 km northeast of
the capital Sana’a told the Yemen Times
that at around 10:00 am on Friday morn-
ing he heard the sound of two US drones
which fired three missiles.

“Two US drones fired three missiles
killing four or five people while they were
about to get into their vehicle,” the local
said.

The strike left nothing of the target but
small human parts, which were later col-
lected together and buried in one tomb,
according to a local source who request-
ed his name remain unpublished for se-
curity reasons.

He explained that one of the dead is
from the local Almarwan clan in Khashef
of Al-Jawf called Salem Saleh Arfaj and
the other one is Saleh Mohsen Al-Na’j of
the Abida tribe in Mareb, 173 km north-
east the capital Sana’a.

“The two people mentioned were easy
to identify because we know them, but it
was hard to identify the other two since
they were not from our area,” he said.

He indicated that one of the killed per-
sons of his area was a well-known Al-
Qaeda member among the population.

He described the area where the strike
was carried out as “a plain surrounded by
five mountains in the desert.”

“The vehicle which was said to be Al-
Awlaki’s car was totally torn up into piec-
es and another car belonging to one of
the citizens whose brother was killed in
this strike was smashed,” he said.

And while the local relatives of the dead
person were picking up the human parts
of the dead bodies, they found two na-

tional security cards — one for their kins-
man and the other for the dead person of
Mareb, according to the local source.

“They were really Yemen’s national
security agents recruited by Amar Saleh
[chief of Yemen'’s intelligence service],”
he said.

“We do not know who the other two
victims are. Some people are saying it is
Al-Awlaqgi and his fellow,” he said.

This operation was similar to the one
which took place on December 17 2009
in Al-Ma’jala of Abyan governorate which
killed over 42 civilians and 14 Al-Qaeda
members, but this time the same strike
method caused no more causalities be-
cause it was done in an unpopulated
area, according to the local source.

The British Guardian newspaper re-
ported on its website on Friday that the
US president, Barack Obama, had au-
thorized the targeting of Al-Awlaqi in April
last year to be the first US citizen to be a
legal target for killing since the US started
its war on terrorism in Sept 11 2001.

The Yemeni National Organization for
Defending Rights and Freedoms Known
as HOOD has condemned the killing of
Al-Awlaqgi and said in a statement that “it
is of the crime of murder above the law
and the USA has violated the Yemen’s
sovereignty.”

“Sheikh Anwar Al-Awlaqi is the first
American citizen to be executed by a
presidential decree out of court,” read the
statement.

It added that “HOOD views the crime
of Al-Awlagi’'s murder as crime of state
terrorism in which the US works to create
and spark the hatred culture and hostil-
ity toward the west in general as well as

litical agreement,” he said. “The regime
wants to ignite a civil war. Some of the
regime’s officials think they will defeat
the revolutionaries. They don’t know that
it's impossible to defeat all Yemenis.”
Although the tensions between de-
fected army units and the Republican
Guards have not exploded militarily, in-
termittent clashes renewed on Saturday
night at Hail and 16th Streets, one of the
entry points to Change Square where
the anti-government sit-ins are focused.
“Last night the Republican Guards
fired two RPG blasts into Hail and 16th
Streets to discover how many of the
First Armored Division [the defected
army] are in the area,” said Adnan Al-
Rajhi who was present when the fight-
ing erupted. “The Division replied using
medium-size weapons,” he said.

meni Information Ministry deputy, Abdu
Al-Janadi, strongly criticized Abdullatif
Al-Zayani, GCC secretary-general in a
press conference last Saturday.

Al-Janadi criticized the last press re-
lease of the GCC saying that “Zayani's
press release tougher than the Secu-
rity Council's press release” said Al-
Janadi. Al-Zayani earlier condemned
using violence against the protesters
he also called for forming an investiga-
tion committee to follow up on the latest
violence.

Al-Janadi said that al-Zayani did not
speak to Saleh in a proper way instead
he was “rude” when he asked him to
sign the initiative.

Al-Janadi also criticized the interna-
tional community stands saying that it is
not balanced when it comes to Yemen;
he also called on the GGC leaders not to
force Saleh to not cooperate with them
this way which will lead to hard conse-
quences.

He also indicate his sorrow for the US
stance saying that the US did not re-
spect the democracy and its partners in
counter-terrorism by renewing their call
for Saleh to step down after hours of an-
nouncing Al-Awlaki’s death.

hidden hunger

Houthis were not serious when they used
to say in the past that they were defending
themselves.”

He explained that the Houthis used to
speak about self-defense during their fight-
ing against government forces, but after
moving to Harf Sufyan of Amran gover-
norate, some parts of Hajja and, recently,
Al-Jawf, “this has clearly emphasized that
they [Houthis] are working to take control of
as much as possible of Yemen’s northern
areas.”

“It is irrational that the Houthis fight vio-
lently against their current allies in the politi-
cal work [Islahis] who are well-connected to
one another during this revolution against
Saleh. They attempted to prevent the Is-
lahis from protecting state buildings in the
governorate until handing them over to the
coming regime when the revolution suc-
ceeds, according to the statements of the
Islahis,” he said.

“And this is the thing the Houthis did not
like which confirms that religion has noth-
ing to do with what is going on,” he said “
They are not moved by the religion in their
conflict either before the 2011 revolution or
after it, but only power longing to rule Ye-
men.”

enforcing the law of the jungle.”

Until now the leadership of Al-Qaeda
has not yet commented on the news
of Al-Awlagi's death, but Yemeni tribal
sources close to the organization have
told the BBC news service that the or-
ganization in Yemen has been denying
Al-Awlagi’'s murder and vowed to publish
a new video-tape for Al-Awlagi to prove
that he is still alive.

“The death of Awlaki makes another
significant milestone in the defeat of Al-
Qaida,” said the US president Barack
Obama “ He took the lead in planning ef-
forts to murder innocent Americans,”

Saeed Ubaid Al-Jemhi, an expert on
Al-Qaeda in Yemen played down the
significance of Al-Awlaqi’ s death to Al-
Qaeda’s defeat saying “If the death of Bin
Laden — the founder of Al Qaeda didn’t
affect Al Qaeda’s operations in the field,
you really expect Al-Awlaqi’s death to do
so?”

He explained that Al-Awlagi was only
an important Al-Qaeda leader for his abil-
ity to add English to Al Qaeda’s media
tools. He added that the US born cleric
was able to influence American and for-
eign Muslims of Arab and Islamic origin.

“He was innovative in attracting Ameri-
can and foreign Muslims of Arab and
Islamic origin — particularly because of
his good command of English and his
creation of Al-Qaeda’s English-language
Inspire Magazine,” said Al-Jemhi.

He added that Al-Awlaki’'s special skill
was clear in his ability to expand Al-Qae-
da’s operations from the local level to the
international level by recruiting foreign
Muslims to carry out such plots within the
us.

es death penalty

By: Malak Shaher

Sana’a, Oct. 2 — After spending nine
years in CIA custody, the death pen-
alty case of a defendant connected
with the bombing of the USS Cole
was referred to trial by military com-
mission at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba by
a senior Pentagon official.

The defendant is Abdu Al-Rahim
Al-Nashiri, a Saudi citizen of Yemeni
descent who was captured in 2002
for his role in the bombing of the USS
Cole. The US navy destroyer was sta-
tioned in the Gulf of Aden in October
2000 when it was attacked, leaving 17
American soldiers dead.

Al-Nashiri was charged by US mili-
tary prosecutors in April 2011 with
murder, terrorism and other viola-
tions of internationally-sanctioned
laws of war.

Despite the gravity of the charges
Al-Nashiri faced, his attorneys ar-
gued that no case should be brought
against him as he was tortured while
in CIA custody. They argued that the
government cannot use any state-
ments obtained from a defendant
while under such duress.

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Reyes, one
of Al-Nashiri’s attorneys, said after
the case was referred to trial that he
intended to call to the stand CIA of-
ficials involved in his client’s inter-
rogation.

Al- Nashiri said in 2007 at a closed
military hearing that he confessed to
involvement in the bombing of the
US Cole in part because he was tor-
tured.

The European Parliamentary As-
sembly has released a declaration
signed by 28 of its members in which
they call on the United States “not
to subject Guantanamo prisoner Al-
Nashiri to death penalty observing
that his trial by a military commis-
sion would not meet international
fair trial standards”.

The declaration mentioned that Al-
Nashiri was held incommunicado in

a secret CIA prison in Poland in 2002
and 2003, where he was tortured be-
fore being transferred from Poland.
He was later detained for some time
between 2003 and 2006 at a secret
CIA prison in Bucharest, Romania.

Al-Nashiri’s Confessions
According to a report published in
Arabic on NewsYemen’s website re-
garding Al-Nashiri’s confessions,
he stated that he was recruited by
Osama Bin Laden to partcipate in the
USS Cole operation.

Before Al-Nashiri became part of
Al-Qaeda, Al-Nashiri also stated that
he joined a group of 30 jihadists in
Tajikistan in 1996. But, according to
the report, he did not participate in
any “serious battles” with security
forces there.

He mentioned in his confession
that he and his group attended a ser-
mon given by Osama Bin Laden in
which the latter spoke about the im-
portance of “Jihad against the Ameri-
cans” before inviting the group to join
Al-Qaeda — at which point Al-Nashiri
refused.

Still according to Al-Nashiri’s con-
fessions, after he visited relatives
in Yemen in 1997, he saw “Ameri-
can and foreign ships sailing” in the
southeast area of the Gulf of Aden.
He said that the idea of bombing at-
tacks “sprung” to his mind.

The NewsYemen report mentioned
that Al-Nashiri joined Al-Qaeda in
1998. He was told by Bin Laden to first
carry out the bombing operation on
the west coast of Yemen. Al-Nashiri,
however, did not find any “American
ship” there. In turn, Bin Laden sug-
gested that Al-Nashiri perform the
operation on the coast of Aden.

The first operation was against the
American Ship The Sullivans in Jan-
uary 2000, but it failed. Al-Nashiri
said in his confession that he wanted
simply to bomb an oil carrier, but
that Bin Laden insisted that the tar-
get should be an American ship.

The
Latest

Bulz

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

»

Opposition leader in the Joint
Meeting Parties Mohammed
Saleh AL-Noaimi head of the po-
litical department of the Popular
Forces Movement was detained
on Wednesday at Sana’a airport
and was prevented from travel-
ling.

The Yemeni government spent
one billion and 650 million dol-
lars to purchase oil derivatives
during the last seven months of
this year. The Central Bank an-
nounced that Yemen’s revenues
from oil during the same period
reached around two billion dol-
lars.

Aden governorate’s mosque
imam’s and preachers attacked
the Fatwa legitimizing killings
of the protestors, saying that the
Yemeni Scholars Association
would not produce such state-
ment.

The marine base in Aden held an
Indian ship affiliated to Yemeni
investors after the ship swayed
towards Shuqra coasts in Aben,
however the ship was released
afterwards.

The revolution’s youth de-
manded the prosecution of the
500 scholars who issued a fatwa
saying that protests against the
president are forbidden by reli-
gion.

Six of the prisoners of the cen-
tral prison in Rada were injured,
two of whom are in critical con-
ditions as the prison’s security
opened fire on the prisoners who
were protesting against their bad
circumstances.

A source at the Defense Min-
istry denied on Sunday what
was mentioned in news agen-
cies which said 30 soldiers were
killed in Zunjubar by a state se-
curity airstrike by mistake.
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JOB OPENING

Job Title: CPU Medical Lab Technician

Description:

SAFER EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION OPERATIONS COMPANY

“SEPOC”

SEPOC is the Republic of Yemen'’s leading national Oil and Gas Company. It is the upstream
Operator of Yemen'’s premier Marib Block (18) .

SEPOC is currently seeking to recruit for the following vacancies talented, qualified and dedicated
professionals who desire a fulfilling and rewarding career with a growing and outstanding

Performs medical laboratory tests to obtain the data necessary to help the doctor in the prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of illnesses and diseases. This includes conduct a wide variety of
routine and specialized medical laboratory tests in accordance with established procedures to
detect abnormalities or diseases. Carries out analytical and microbiological water tests. Includes
responsible for stocks and replenishment of all lab supplies; ordering required materials and
maintaining inventory. Prepares lab statistics, reports and necessary correspondence.

Requirements:

Academic Bachelor’s degree in Medical Laboratory Science
Additional Training | Microbiology and water culture testing and analysis
Related Work . . . . . . .
. 5 years experience in medical lab science or bio-chemistry analysis
Experience

Language & PC
Skills:

Good reading and writing of English
Proficient in using computers including Microsoft office applications

visit SAFER’S Website.

ONLY shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Other job details of the above positions are posted on ‘Careers’ at SAFER’S Website:
www.sepocye.com . To apply and process your application and CVs for the above positions, please

Applications must be submitted online no later than October 1 7m, 2011 . Faxed, mailed, or handed
applications will not be considered.
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Next stop:
Security Council

he UN system is comprised of two parallel worlds.
One is that of the UN institutions, which includes
the Security Council and the General Assembly. The
other is the UN Secretariat, led by the Secretary
General, Ban Ki Moon, and a large team of advisers.
One of these advisers is Dr. Jamal Addin Benomar, who made
an official visit to Yemen as UN envoy last week to encourage Ye-
men’s leadership and opposition to come to a political solution.

The UN Charter allows the Secretary General to undertake
preventive diplomacy, or in UN terms, “good offices,” without
the sanction of the member states of the Security Council. These
efforts, of which Benomar’s mission to Yemen was one example,
attempt to help countries suffering political conflict solve their
issues before matters turn ugly, or are referred to the Security
Council.

Although it has not been said directly, this could be Benom-
ar's last visit to Yemen on friendly terms. On his next visit he
will likely come with a decree that could impose sanctions on
Yemen—or worse.

Although there has been no talk of deploying international
troops to Yemen, such an outcome is not out of the picture, es-
pecially since Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula is very much
thriving in the country.

Recognizing this threat, the regime is desperately trying to
convince the member states— especially the Permanent Five
countries—to stay their guns. Vice President Abdorabu Man-
sur Hadi, who is probably one of the very few people in the top
ranks of Saleh’s regime who sincerely cares about Yemen, has
been meeting with the P5 and outlining the regime’s plan to “fix
things.”

One wonders whether the recent killing of radical cleric and
Al-Qaeda leader, Anwar Al-Awlaki, is part of this plan. Just two
days after Hadi met the P5 representatives, Al-Awlaki was an-
nounced dead.

On Friday I received a message from a Gmail account of the
Republic of Yemen Foreign Press Office, which said that Al-Aw-
laki was deliberately targeted and killed 8 KM from the town
of Khashef in the Province of Jawf (140KM east of the capital
Sana’a). The operation was launched Friday, September 30, at
around 9:55 AM, local time.

The precision and details of the e-mail intrigue me. Not only
is someone in the regime making sure that the world knows
about this man’s death, but he or she is publicizing these details
in English.

The timing of this event tells me that the regime wants to
prove that it is the world’s best shot at fighting terrorism in Ye-
men. So the Security Council should not pay attention to the
lousy protestors or the armed conflict all over the country. They
want AQAP members dead? Well, here you go. The rest to follow,
just please don’t wave the Security Council card.

What this comes down to is an important test of the world
powers’ commitment to supporting democracies abroad. Will
they listen to Benomar’s briefings and with a shrug dismiss the
hundreds of Yemenis who have been killed, opting instead to
stick with Saleh as long as he takes care of Al-Qaeda? Or will
they learn from the lessons of democratic transitions in the past
and start to show some teeth in defense of Yemen’s disaffected
public? And now that Al-Awlaki is presumed dead, will the re-
gime get away with killing its own people?

The next two weeks will be crucial for Yemen. They will prob-
ably be the determining matches in this political game. Unfor-
tunately, this match does not have overtime.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

In Yemen, soldiers blur
lines of peaceful protests

By: Erika Solomon
Reuters

e line between protest-

rs and mutinying soldiers

backing them is becoming

increasingly blurred in Ye-

men's eight-month revolt

against President Ali Abdullah Saleh's

33-year rule, raising the risk of a more

violent conflict that may presage civil
war.

As they march past troops at the
ready holding machine guns, rifles and
rocket-propelled grenades, Yemeni
protesters holding up peace signs are
joined by groups of armed deserters.

"There are definitely more of them
with us these days. I was surprised
how many soldiers were around to-
day. I wonder if something is happen-
ing," said Omar, a 20-year-old student
who looks warily over his shoulder at
dozens of troops standing by.

Around Omar, protesters shout
"Peaceful, peaceful, no to civil war."
In the alleys of the capital Sanaa, near
the march, anti-Saleh forces wait in
armored trucks with machine guns.

The city is carved into enclaves
between soldiers loyal to Saleh and
troops following a general who backs
the opposition, and is still reeling from
a week of shelling and shooting which
killed more than 100 people.

Global powers have been pressing
Saleh to sign a Gulf-mediated deal to
hand over power to stem spreading
chaos in Yemen, a haven for al Qaeda
militants and neighbor to the world's
biggest oil exporter, Saudi Arabia.

Saleh returned to Yemen last week
after spending three months in Ri-
yadh recovering from an assassina-
tion attempt.

Until recently, the line was clear.
Civilians protested against the gov-
ernment while General Ali Mohsen's
soldiers watched on from afar, a buf-
fer against attack.

But protesters, frustrated by months
of political deadlock, left Mohsen's de-
marcated zone last week and marched
into  government-held territory
flanked by the general's forces.

For diplomats trying to negotiate
a long-stalled peace deal, the threat
of military escalation was their worst
nightmare.

Despite a return to tenuous calm,
last week's fighting already derailed
one near deal, and it has further un-
settled a volatile, impoverished nation
where al Qaeda is seeking to gain a
larger foothold amid the unrest.

In last week's violent collision, pro-
testers suffered most of the deaths and
casualties.

"They can protect us, I believe that,"
Omar said, his voice shaking. "Maybe
it's dangerous to have them here, but
it is dangerous not to have them too. I
just hope this won't cause more trou-
ble."

Many observers accuse General
Mohsen and the powerful tribal leader
Sadeq al-Ahmar, both formerly among
the government elite, of exploiting the
protesters by allowing them to march
into the danger zone that ignited a
massive battle.

"This is part of the hijacking of the
youth revolution," said Yemeni analyst
Abdulghani al-Iryani. "The day the big
massacres took place the youth were
clearly interspersed with a number of
First Armoured Division (Mohsen)
fighters."

Diplomats say that both Mohsen's
forces and divisions led by Saleh's son
and nephew are testing the waters to
see who would prevail should they
ditch political transition plans that
would mean both government and op-
position leaders could see their grip on
power loosened.

"We need them"
Protesters refuse to believe they are
merely pawns.

"The soldiers are here for us, to pro-
tect us and our revolution," said un-
employed protester Abdelsalam, 40,
waving to soldiers who have joined

the march.

"We need them," he says, echoing a
popular sentiment in Change Square,
the four-kilometer encampment that
is the heart of Yemen's protests.

But only last week, the camp was
dotted with pools of blood and pocked-
marked by bullets. Protesters were hit
by mortar fire and attacked by snipers
lurking on rooftops.

"We hope if they are around they
can scare away the snipers. But then,
they are also a target, so maybe they
are a risky form of protection,” laughs
protester Mohammed Mashni, 34.
"T just don't think we have any other
choice."

Along the rows of ramshackle plas-
tic tents in Change Square, soldiers
with rifles slung on their backs sit
cross-legged and share lunch with
protesters.

Armed Mohsen troops zip past the
crowds on trucks with mounted auto-
matic rifles. When the imam calls out
to the crowd, soldiers lay their weap-
ons on mats and pray with the protest-
ers.

"We are part of the peaceful revolu-
tion, we are not here to fight" says Ab-
dullah, a scrawny 19-year-old soldier,
sitting in a tent with a group of young
protesters. As he gets up to leave, he
picks up his rifle, and slings a long
bullet-belt across his chest.

His companion, a young soldier Ra-
shad Shirayi is less diplomatic, "If the

president wants war, he'll get it."

Job Vacancies

A new Yemeni Production Company located in Mukalla / Hadramout is opening
the following vacancies for qualified candidates:

1. HR - Manager

e B.Sc.Or Masters in Business Administration, Sociology or Management

e At least 5 Years of Experience as Human Resources Manager in a reputable big
Company

e Hands-on knowledge about computerized Human Resources Management

e Fluent spoken and written English

¢ Fluent spoken and written Arabic. Yemeni Nationality preferred

2. HR- Assistant

B. Sc. In Business Administration, Sociology, Psychology or Education
e Preferred at least one to two years of experience in HR activity.

e Office work skills

e Computer command

e Fluent spoken and written English

¢ Yemeni Nationality

3. Mechanical Engineer

e B.Sc. in Mechanical Engineering

e 5 years hands-on experience in a manufacturing facility preferably in a metal
workshop or Factory

e Computer command

e Fluent spoken and written English

4. Electrical Engineer

e B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering or Electronics

e Atleast5 Years hands on experience in anindustrial production or maintenance
activity.

e Computer Command

* Fluent spoken and written English

CV’s and Scans of supporting documentation are to be emailed to the following Address:

mischrservices@gmail.com»
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The long struggle for peace in Yemen

Every time progress takes place in the political dialogue between the regime and its opponents
something comes up and talks falter. Dedicated to making the process a success, UN Secretary
General Special Advisor Jamaladdin Benomar has not yet given up. Nadia Al-Sakkaf
interviewed Benomar on the latest of his current visit to Yemen and what could be anticipated in

the near future.

he Security Council has

issued this year three

statements on the Yemeni

crisis. The first statement
was after Benomar briefed the 15
members of the SC for the fourth
time on Yemen. The statement is-
sued on June 24 said the members
of the Security Council expressed
their grave concern at the deterio-
rating security and humanitarian
situation in Yemen. They urged all
the parties to show maximum re-
straint and to engage in an inclu-
sive political dialogue.

“My briefings help the Security
Council members make their deci-
sions regarding Yemen. However,
the member states have different
interests and their decisions are
usually based on their national
security interests and their con-
cerns about threats to international
peace and security,” said Benomar.

Jamal Benomar in one of his earlier visits with Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh on April 10,
2011. Until Sunday Oct. 2, 2011 evening such a meeting, which could have broken the political

deadlock, was not possible.

“The Secretary General is impartial
and often makes recommendations
based on our best knowledge of the
country and also based on interna-
tional law and UN norms and stan-
dards.”

After the first statement came
the United Nation’s Human Rights
Mission that visited Yemen and re-
cently produced a sharp toned re-
port on the human rights violations
in the country, mainly committed
by the regime.

A team from the High Commis-
sioner’s office that visited Yemen
from 28 June to 6 July has called
for an independent probe into al-
leged human rights abuses com-
mitted since the start of protests
earlier this year. So far there have
not been concrete answers on the
Yemeni side to this demand.

The third statement was issued
on Sept. 24, 2011 while Benomar

o6

My briefings help
the Security Council
members make their
decisions regarding
Yemen. However,
the member states
have different
interests and their
views are usually
based on their
national security
interests.

was still in Yemen on his fifth visit.
This time the statement was more
pressing.

The member states called on
President Saleh “to reject violence,
including against peaceful and un-
armed civilians, and show maxi-
mum restraint.”

Although there is no deadline set
by the UN or Benomar, he agreed
that there is a sense of urgency. The
lack of state control over several
Yemeni governorates and the in-
creasing strength of the Al-Qaeda
in Yemen along with the hundreds
of killed protestors are three main
reasons why the UN SC member
states are considering taking action
urgently.

“The trend among the Security
Council 15 members including the
permanent five is clear. As you can
see from their three statements,
they are united in their position to-
wards Yemen. They believe that the
situation is deteriorating rapidly
and a peaceful political transition
is urgently needed to save Yemen
from chaos and collapse,” he said.

The point according to Benomar
is that now we have reached a point
where everyone is in agreement
that there should be a peaceful or-
derly transition of power including
those in the regime.

“Beyond politics there are hu-
manitarian, economic and security
implications,” said Benomar. “But
there is a sense of urgency, and this
is the reason why I am here now
and I keep coming back to Yemen.
I hope there will be no need for me
to come back again in the context of
mediations.”

Baby steps towards a just
social contract
However, the question is if every-
oneis in agreement then why hasn’t
any solution come so far? Benomar,
being an impartial mediator cannot
point fingers but he tries to give
some answers.

“There is an issue with trust. And

the resurgence of conflict around
the country also hampers nego-
tiations,” he explained. “Although
there is consensus that the Gulf
Initiative is a base for any power
transfer deal to happen.”

He believes that there is a road-
map for Yemen’s political deal be-
ing devised currently. And he hoped
that moderates from all sides will
be able to bridge the differences.

“The so called roadmap is basi-
cally is a framework for organizing,
administering and sequencing the
various actions that will need to
take place within an orderly transi-
tion. This may take up to two years.
Within this framework a constitu-
tion making process will address is-
sues regarding the political system,
the structure of the state, center
—periphery relations, electoral sys-
tem, and many grievances and oth-
er long standing issues,” explained
Benomar.

He did add that as the UN and
even the international community,
they are ready to assist Yemen with
the transition. Already all Yemeni
sides have voiced their request for
assistance to establish new insti-
tutions or reform existing ones to
implement the tasks as needed.

There is probably not a single
group Benomar has not met with,
whether it is youth from all sides,
women, businessmen and of course
all the political fractions. His con-
sultations focused on moving for-

o6

None of the official
delegations on
either side had
female members
or raised women’s
issues as a key
priority in the
ongoing political
discussions.
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Civil society
organizations

and individual
groups are making
their voices heard
whether through
banners during
demonstrations that
are broadcasted on
TV or through direct
massages addressed
to countries of

the region and
international
community.

ward and building on the wealth
of expertise the UN has to offer in
conflict resolution it seems that the
UN advisor is able to make achieve
certain successes no matter how
small.

“Yemen is unlike any other coun-
try where there is conflict. It is not
fair to compare and there is no one
size fits all solution,” he argues.
“Perhaps the most unique issue
about Yemen is that there are so
many stakeholders who are part of
the conflict. Yemen is unique and it
has its own conflict dynamics.”

He pointed that when working on
Yemeni problems one must not for-
get the country’s history and how
starting from its ancient civilization
and until today there is the whole
legacy of the internal struggle es-
pecially that between center and
periphery.

“It is not a coincidence that there
was trouble in Sa’ada, and the
South. Yemen is very diverse and
I learned from experience that it
is very difficult to generalize,” he
added.

What he was hoping to achieve in
his current visit that was extended
upon a request from the Vice Presi-

dent and both sides to Monday is to
reach a solution to the immediate
crisis.

He fully understands that there
are so many major problems Ye-
men has to deal with including
water and oil shortages, war and
land grievances and all of these are
not going to be solved by a politi-
cal deal that enters Yemeni into a
transition.

“We are talking about a mecha-
nism through which these long term
issues will be addressed. What is
lacking now in Yemen is an agreed
social contract among Yemenis on
how to govern themeselves. During
the transition, an open, participa-
tory, and inclusive constitution
making process will aim to achieve
that,” explained Benomar about
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This is an
opportunity for
Yemenis to develop
a social contract
on a voluntary

and consensual
basis on how this
country is going to
move forward, how
power is going to
be exercised and a
political system to
be established.. The
way this process

is conducted will
largely determine if
the new constitution
is going to last or
not. If the process
is participatory,
inclusive and open
Yemenis will be
more likely to
defend it if it comes
under threat.

Yemen’s problem.

“Yemenis need the opportunity to
freely think of what kind of Yemen
they want and what governance
system is best for them.”

As to whether Yemenis are ready
and able to decide what is best for
them, Benomar aggressively argues
against that notion saying that this
is the argument of despotic rulers
to deny people their right.

“The people don’t have to be
all highly educated to know what
is best for them. All they need is
common sense and their personal
experiences that comes from the
hardships they suffered as a result
of conflict and instability. They all
aspire to better their lives and to
live in freedom and dignity. ”

He believes that this is an oppor-
tunity for Yemenis to develop a so-
cial contract on how this country is
going to move forward, how power
is going to be exercised and what
governance system is to be estab-
lished.

“The way this process is con-
ducted will largely determine if the
new constitution is going to last or
not. If the process i is participatory,
inclusive and open Yemenis will
defend their new constitution,” he
said.

What politicians want vrs.

what Yemenis
want
Whether di-

rectly  or

through his

state of-

ficials

Presi-

dent

Al

Abdul-

lah  Saleh

had repeatedly

shown he was will-

ing to compromise and
reform, such as his an-
nounced intention earlier this
year not to run again for the
presidency. However, when-
ever it came to action mat-
ters stalled.

“Yemeni decision makers need to
realize that the continuation of this
conflict is not in their best interest
personally or the country or even
the world. The sooner they real-
ize this the sooner we can move on

or many Yemenis Dr.

Jameddin

versity student in 1976 because of his opposition

Benomar represents the UN Secretary

General special advisor on Yemen who

has just concluded his fifth mediation

visit to the country. But there is much
more to Jamal than his UN hat.

Yemen as a complicated diverse country has long
suffered from political problems and armed con-
flict throughout history. In fact, the current issues
are actually the new version of a political struggle
between the regime’s ruling party the General Peo-
ple’s Congress and the opposition parties was quite
visible in 1997 albeit started years before that.

And because of Yemen'’s strategic location and
significance whether related to terrorism or piracy,
there had been many mediation efforts, regionally
and internationally, all of which were not even re-
motely successful to the current UN one lead by
Benomar.

It turned out that when realizing who this man
is, this result comes as no surprise. First of all Ja-
mal Benomar is an Arab from Morocco who has
lived a fascinating life struggling for freedom and
human rights himself. Perhaps this is why he re-
ally understands the dynamics of Yemen'’s uprise,
of course coupled with the fact that he represents
the UN, supposedly the world’s most neutral body.

In fact, the revolutionary youth of Yemen would
be surprised to know that Jamal who was born in
April 1957 is the Rif rebellious region of Morocco.
He is the grand son of one of the most well known
leader s of the uprising against colonial powers that
established the Rif Republic led by Emir Abdelkrim
Al Khatabi. He was arrested while he was ja uni-

to the government and the leading role he played
in organizing a youth movement against King Has-
san. This was not the first time he was arrested
because of his embracing revolutionary ideas. His
first arrest when he was only 19 years old because
of being in possession of revolutionary leaflets that
instigate against the regime.

He was demanding good governance, respect
for human rights and in return. He was first held
handcuffed and blindfolded, and tortured or one
year in a secret detention center in Casablanca and
then imprisoned for eight harsh years at the noto-
rious Kenitra Central Prison where he was kept in
solitary confinement for long periods.

The years in prison did not kill this young man’s
spirit and he somehow managed to continue his
education and complete a bachelor degree in pris-
on, with a focus on trade union rights in memory of
his father a member of the Moroccan Labor Union
who died while Jamal was in prison. He even start-
ed a distance learning master degree in Interna-
tional Law from The Sorbonne University in Paris.
Later on he also availed a PhD from University of
London in Economics and Political Science.

Ironically his French masters degree supervi-
sor was the very same professor who advised the
late King Al-Hassan the second on legal issues.
The professor, recognizing his student’s talent in-
tervened with the King during his visit to France
and requested an amnesty for Jamal Benomar, a
request that was immediately granted.

According to Jamal’s prison mates, they were
preparing for a football match at the prison yard

Cover page of the book My Dear Jamal written describing
Joyce Edling's narration of Jamal's experience as a prisoner
of conscience for eight years at Kentira Central Prison in

Rabat.

when he was hastily summoned

and worked with Amnesty International in London

Benomar advised the UN on political and gov-

to the warden’s office. The
match was put on hold until the
news came that Jamal had been
released with immediate effect.
They say he fainted at the news,
but nevertheless without even
given the chance to change his
sports attire he was sent off as a
free man in 1983.

Jamal continued his human
rights activities and became
targeted again for arrest. . He
was in his home town in Titwan
when a violent uprising erupted
in 1984. He was arrested again
Jamal found himself and tor-
tured but this time it was only
for ten days.

Upon his release Jamal smug-
gled his way across the Mediter-
ranean Sea risking his life in
search for freedom.

Prior to Jamal’s release from
prison human rights activist
with Amnesty International had
written to Jamal and advocated
for his release through the orga-
nization and wrote a book about
him narrating his struggle “My
Dear Jamal: Morocco Bound.”

Through his contacts with hu-
man rights activists he managed
to get political asylum in UK

continuing by that his fight for freedom and hu-
man rights. Amnesty produced a documentary in
1987 named Long Term Prison where Jamal tell his
story as a prisoner of conscience.

Because of his hard work and intelligence, Jamal
Benomar made his way up the ranks in Amnesty
always campaigning against dictators who abuse
their people. In the early nineties he became the
Director of the Carter center in the United States
and worked closely with former President Carter
mediating many conflicts around the world. Jamal
joined the United Nations Human Rights Council
in Geneva and again made his point when it came
to Moroccan delegations to the UN which included
oppressive figures. Today he is settled in New York
where he takes the position as the UN Secretary
General Special Advisor, currently on Yemen.

Previous to his post as a special advisor Benom-
ar has served as Senior Advisor on Governance
and the Rule of Law in Conflict and Post-Conflict
Countries and Head of the Conflict Prevention and
Peace-building Unit, UNDP which he helped es-
tablish in 2006. His work with UNDP focused on
peace building, governance and rule of law issues
in conflict countries.

He was also Director of Rule of law in the sec-
retary general office and also director of the peace
builfing office which assist countries in post con-
flict situations. He served in Afghanistan and Iraq
and played a key role in mediating the agreement
that led to the setting up of the first interin govern-
ment in Iraq and the Bonn Agreement that brought
Karzai to power

ernance transition issues in more than 30 conflict
countries and now Yemen.

He has numerous publications on human rights,
governance, rule of law, democratization, constitu-
tion making and peace building issues.

Since his father died while he was in prison and
his mother died while he was in exile. So Jamal
reluctantly kept his distance from his motherland
until 2005 during what was termed as the new era
after King Al-Hassan the Second passed away and
his son took over the Kingdom.

Holding a British passport with one hand and
years of anxiety and apprehension in his heart Ja-
mal arrived at Tanja Airport in 2005 after many
years in exile and was by met by many of his family
and friends , including his prison mates who had
not seen him during his many years in exile.

His dreams for his fellow freedom fighters and
the memories of the old times of struggle were
shattered as he saw how compromises were made
and how many of the old fighters became more le-
nient towards a regime they once fought with all
their might.

He still returns to Morocco every now and then.
He seems to have good relations with both King
Mohamed Sixth and the opposition. He turned
down offers to join the government as foreign min-
ister and prefers to continue his work with the UN.
But his struggle for freedom and human rights re-
mains his first priority. Jamal Benomar is married
to Elizabeth Davison and has four children.

.Special thanks to Ali Anouzla of Lakome.website
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The trend among the
Security Council 15
members including
the permanent five
is clear. As you can
see from their three
statements, they
are united in their
posttion towards
Yemen. They believe
that the situation

is deteriorating
rapidly and a
peaceful political
transition is
urgently needed to
save Yemen from
chaos and collapse.
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The roadmap
basically talks
about a framework
within which an
orderly transition
takes place. This
may take up to

two years. Within
this framework a
constitution making
process will address
issues regarding
the political system,
the structure of

the state, center
—periphery
relations, electoral
system, and many
grievances and
other long standing
issues.

with the details of the power trans-

fer mechanism,” said Benomar.
What is being discussed now is

a roadmap for a mechanism of im-

plementation of a new power

transfer deal that would ap-

peal to all parts.

“Yemenis want change. . Po-
litical leaders should allow this
change to happen peacefully in an
orderly manner,” said Benomar.
“Otherwise the country will de-
scend into chaos and lawlessness.”

Whether this is the Saleh and
his regime’s last opportunity for a
graceful exit Benomar would not
say. What he did say is that mat-
ters are deteriorating rapidly and
the Security Council is deeply con-
cerned. He also added that the so-
lution to Yemen’s problems
has to be Yemeni.

Y e -

men’s youth and civil society ac-
cording to Jamal Benomar’s obser-
vations have been quite visible and
participatory in the current uprise.
Civil society organizations and in-
dividual groups are making their
voices heard whether through ban-
ners during demonstrations that
are broadcasted on TV or through
direct massages addressed to coun-
tries of the region and international
community.

“I know from my conversations
with the diplomatic community
that youth groups and civil society
have come in contact with them
and I also know that while there is
an official Yemeni delegation at the
UN meetings in Geneva now there
is also a group of civil society repre-
sentatives urging the Human Right
s Council to take stronger action,”
he said.

However, he did urge Yemen’s
civil society to continue to raise
their issues especially women who
are hardly visible behind closed
doors in the official delegations of
all parties.

When asked whether any of the
political delegations for negotia-
tions had female members Benom-
ar had to admit that so far none of
the official delegations on either
side had female members or raised
women’s issues as a key priority in
the political discussions. Women
were not present or involved in the
discussion or the planning of the
transitional process or even later.

“Ttis up to the women themselves
to demand their fair participation
and put pressure on the various
parties to include them. We in the
UN are committed to promoting in-
ternational human rights including
women’s rights and promoting the

empowerment of women as equal
partners in any society’s develop-
ment,” he said.

This is why he made the time
to meet different delegations of
women from various political ori-
entations to hear their thoughts

and include their feedback in his
report to the UN Security Council.
He was impressed at their abilities
and openness to discuss Yemeni
issues and their willingness to be
active participants in the political
process.
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Crunchy crickets going mainstream in

Australia

By: Pauline Askin

ooking for a taste treat
for a special snack? Per-
haps a packet of choco-
late covered bugs, choc-
olate-chip mealworms
or cricket lollipops will hit the spot.

Australia's Aborigines have been
eating witchetty grubs for centuries,
but now entomologist Skye Black-
burn is breeding edible bugs and
selling them to Australians from all
walks of life, and as special treats at
corporate functions and children's
parties."Eating insects is a fairly
new concept," said Blackburn, who
runs The Green Scorpion and bug
shop, a Sydney-based online ven-
ture that sells the creatures for hu-
man and animal consumption, as
well as for collections.

"On Father's Day we sold a lot of
gift packs, which included chocolate
covered bugs, choc-chip mealworm
cookies and flavored lollipops with
bugs in the center."

As with many business ventures,
the beginning was serendipitous.

"We were doing a pet and animal
expo, and needed a good promo-
tional item to get people to come
over to the stall. So we started mak-
ing the lollipops and they were re-
ally successful," she said.

She also sells bugs ground up into

Reuters/Kham

Crickets are seen on a plastic barrel at a farm in Ho Chi Minh

city September 13, 2006.

bugs and roasted bugs, so they can
be mailed to customers.

A trial pack retails for A$20
($19.64). The bugs can be bought by
the 100 grams or in kilogram lots.

"You would use them like you
would use meat really," said Black-
burn, adding that mealworms have
a nutty mild flavor and are a little
bit more crunchy than crickets.

"If you put crickets into a hot
dish, like a stir fry or a curry, they
do absorb the flavor a little bit bet-
ter than the mealworm."

Blackburn said edible bugs also
offer nutritional benefits.

"Crickets are high in calcium,
termites are high in iron and silk
worms have special amino acid and
good fats in them, while tarantula

factor," she said, noting that they
are also low in fat.

Sales are picking up. Blackburn
said the shop sells 1,000 lollipops
a week and that she has about 100
regular customers who buy raw
insects to use as part of their daily
diet, including university profes-
sors, doctors and lawyers.

But eating bugs can still be a hard
swallow in the land of the barbe-
cue.

"Some people can't get past the
fact they are eating a bug," she
said.

"Some people spit it out because
that would be a normal reaction if
you got a bug in your food. Others
are willing to try and love it." ($1 =
1.018 Australian dollars)

chocolate-coated cookies, frozen and water bugs mainly have protein  (Reuters)
[ ]
Hero rabbit saves owners
from house fire
petrabbitis being cred-  statement.
ited for saving its own- The homeowner realized that the While
ers from a house fire house was full of smoke, wokeup there
in southeastern Alaska her daughter and fled the house. were  no

efore it died of smoke
inhalation, fire officials said on Fri-
day.

The rabbit woke up the hom-
eowner early on Tuesday morning
by scratching on her chest, the Ket-
chikan Fire Department said in a

The fire was brought under con-
trol fairly quickly, with four engines,
a ladder truck and 33 firefighters
responding.

Damage to the house from flames,
smoke and water was considered
moderate.

injuries  to

the mother or

daughter, the rabbit

was not so lucky. The

animal succumbed to smoke inha-
lation and did not survive, the fire
department said. (Reuters)

It’s a small world: Life in a basket

Weird Asia News

hey say that home is
“where the heart is,”
but for one 27-year-old
woman from Changzhi
in northern China’s
Shanxi Province named Mo Hong-
ping, home for the last sixteen
years has been a four-foot long and
1-and-one-half foot wide basket

She had been a sickly child, as
according to her mother, Wang
Xiuhua, she fell seriously ill with
a fever when she was barely three
weeks old. Inclement conditions
and a mountain passage blocked
with snow prevented an immediate
trip to the nearest hospital.

When they finally were able to
take the child to the hospital, Mo
was diagnosed with meningitis. Al-
though she miraculously survived,
she didn’t thrive, and her life there-
after was fraught with seizures,
constant pain and other develop-

http://www.therichest.org/world/richest-arabs-2011/

mental problem

She was 11 years old when her
“basket life” began. One day, dur-
ing autumn harvest season, her
mother placed her in a basket usu-
ally reserved for maize and noticed
that the child seemed content just
to remain the

Her mother also discovered that
the rims of the basket relieved some
of her pain because they functioned
as supports for her body, which

slightly folded her frame.

The basket was subsequently fit-
ted with wheels to permit mobility,
and it has been the core of her exis-
tence ever since.

Is there more medical help for
this poor woman, whose only crime
appears to be that of poverty?

Somehow, there must be, but for
now life remains not a bowl of cher-
ries, but rather a basket usually re-
served for corn.

Sean Penn joins protest in Egypt

By: Bruna Nessif

t's hard to forget how dra-
matic the Egyptian protests
trying to overthrow Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak were.
Now another protest has oc-
curred, and one of Hollywood's fin-
est is getting a piece of the action.

Sean Penn, seen with an Egyp-
tian flag alongside actor Khaled
el-Nabawi in Tahrir Square, joined
thousands of activists demanding
that military rulers speed up the
transfer of power to civilians and
end emergency laws once used by
the president against his oppo-
nents, according to Australia's ABC
News.

"The world is inspired by the
call for freedom by the courageous
revolution of Egypt for its freedom,"
Penn told Al-Ahram newspaper.

"Clearly that is not a completion
overnight, there are still struggles

AP Photo/Mahmoud Bakry

forward, there are constitutional is-
sues, there is a transition of power
from the military to the people."

Although Mubarak is no longer in
power, citizens are worried his sup-
porters will go into office.

Nabawi said he had invited the
Oscar winner to visit Egypt to try
and prove that despite the uprising,
it is not a place of harm.

"We want to show that Egypt is
safe," he said.




Khalid, 10 years experiece in
administration, documentation,
secretariate. Fluent in English,
computer skill. 711239117

BA degree in French, computer

v

Indian National, master degree in
commerce above 15 years
experience as senior level in
commercial office manager,
marketing, project stc. ready to
join immediately with good
companies. 711445354

o EES

Excellent speaking and writing
skills in both Arabic and English.

Ability to work well well within a
team or on own initiative

Excellent computer and Internet
skills.

Excellent typing skill ( Arabic and
English ).

To be considered, please email
your CV to Jobsys3@gmail.com

A nanny for infants is required to
work in a nursery. Her job
includes feeding, cleaning and
taking care of the babies from
7:30 to 1:30 everyday Saturday
through Thursday. Candidates
must have experince in working
with infants and have a good
record vouching their personality.
For inquires call 733455645

a first grade teacher is required for
Arabic and English sections to

OFor Hire/Rent

Details:

Contact Address:

OJob Require

Coupon for Free Classified Ads.
OFor Sale (ORequired (JAvailable OFor Lease

OSituation Vacant

3

Others

» A qualified female teachers for »
English, Maths & Science, teach
students age from 5 to 10 years
old. To work in a very healthy &

For more info. call 268661/2/3

Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a

We have apartement for rent
consists of three rooms, one
kitchen, two bathroomes and a
hall. Location in Mujahad street.
Contact: 711140184

7

Trans Global Logistics &
Services Ltd.

October, 2011

|
|
|
‘ We bring your World Closer
¢ Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
‘ e Packing/Land Transportation.
‘ * International door to door services.
* Warehousing /Logistical planning.
‘ ¢ Customs clearance/Local
‘ Visa/Documentation handling.
* Real Estate Services.
‘ * Ticking Reservations & General
‘ Tourism Services.
‘ * Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460
Fax:-967-1-445696

P.0.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen
Email:transglobal @yemen.net.ye
Email:transglobal2 @yemen.net.ye
Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Tel:

733174993

_ 0 »  Bachelor of accountancy from work in a private school. the productive enviromment. teachers »  Car for sale: Tovota Camry 2000
diploma, have an experince for 5 Sana'a University diploma of teacher has to have a bachelor should be nonaccented English »  Appartment without furnture. olden color oyod conditign ’
years in the following field: secretary and computer courses in degree and experince in education speakers. 733811430 contains 3 bedroom, hall, ?naintained t;gforei hner. Price
secretariate and administration, the English good in writing and especially with children at this rainbows@y.net.ye 2bathrooms, kitchen. $9000 (non n};e oti%ble).v
sales and marketing, logistics and specking, store keeper for 3 years level. She must also be committed Abo Alic 777448617 Christopher 733?816219' :
teaching. 777565320. inventory control and purchasing and follow instructions from the 7337 12299 ’

» Bachelore in accountancy from follow up for 6 years site school's management. duty hours '
Sana'a university, diploma of administrator for one year. from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM from > Aden. Al-Tawahi 4thfl »  Car for sale:
n, Al-Tawabhi r .
secretary, Excel_ (computer),_ 733409652 _Satu_rday to Wednesday. For a ea;tmen? (?ontainscilobedrooms Second-hand vehicles of all sizes Company/Model: Hyundai- 2004,
courses in English, good written inquires call 733455645 ppart ’ . ’ and brands. in a good shape Colour- Light Gray, Good
hall, big balcon, seaview. Jabar ’ 9 pe, s L
and sp_oken, store keeper for 3 »  Zubyen Trading and Industry Co, 771433757 734201785 used by embassies and foreign Con.dltlon & malntalned by .
years, |nventow control and requires qualified mechanicals, o0 ' companies. 714700805 foreigner, Price: 6000 USD.(SIX
pgrcha5|ng followup for 6 years, HYD, elecrical Engineers. Send ’ Ntexv offlc_?s are a%/agaple ftor r?nt Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003, Thousand USD-Non Negotlable).
site administtrator for one year. o ) ) your CV to zubayenhyundaey@y. at Aman Tower - Zubairy street . Mileage 170 000km Engine ia in for more details plz contact: Basim
733409652 » A Student Advisor is required with 735870015 . Abdulfatah 71175382
) . net.ye or fax 01-473011 excellent consition
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- . o Fax: 01240958 Fudaler Al e E e Free Number: 800 55 55 Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English-French Ministry of Public Health and Population 01252211
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191,Water Problems 171, Telept 118, Accident Fax: 01 270804 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231 atania Insurance (Y.5.C) German i3 Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
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» O Hartz Sanata: 01 440309 : Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6 Ministry of Justice
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, . World Link 01 444550/441935 aiz Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
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Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66 Y . Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
pi Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702
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Sci d Technology Hospital 01-500000 Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290 Ministry of Tran: tion 01-2022257
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Tel. 264775 264702. Fax. 264703,503350 Computer Education Aden: 02237199 AbRuwait Hospital 01-285283 Fax0l 267619 Queen Arwa University Tel: 44997172 inistry of Water and Eqvironmen
Yemeni Banks: Infinit Education 01444553 Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333 ’ Sana’a University Tel: 2505534/ Ministry of Bleetricity 01-326196
Central Bank 21431411 NIIT Quality Computer Education  207025/26 Aral Hospital 01-200000 m Alandalus University Tel:675567
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224 British Institute for Fax:675885
X languages & Computer 266222 - Fax: 514755
Fax: 277291 X 24433
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ALTI 01-274221 L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40 uniors ergarten
Arsh Bark 0127658572 sulles contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276
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1. Addictive (5-7) 1. Part of a motorway (4,8)
7. Eros (5) 2. Point (3)
8. Prop (5) 3. Harrowing experience (6)
9. Natural spring (3) 4. Has doubts about (9)
10. Flight of steps (9) 5. Woman’s name (5)
11. Acquire (6) 6. Horse race (12)
12. Molest (6) 7. Skill (5)
15. Viking vessels (9) 10. Unmarried women (9)
17. Curve (3) 13. Separated (5)
18. Exclusive group (5) 14. Assassin (6)
19. Worth (5) 16. Sound (5)
21. Motivation for existing 20. Brazilian city (3)
(6,2,4) nyopns
White plays and wins in the 4th move
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The 1ce cream has

melted in the uprising

YT Photo by Malak Shaher

Ragheed Al-Hashimi sells ice cream in his cart which costs YR 50,000 or USD 230. He needs to
buy ice and put it inside the container to keep the ice cream cold. He said he does not sell much
ice cream nowadays.

By: Malak Shaher

fyou are a fan of ice cream,
the journey to enjoy and
find ice cream in Sana’a will
not be a short one. Since
the attack on the station

providing Sana’a with electricity

in April, the power cut outs have
prevented refrigerators from per-
forming their task: they no longer
can freeze ice cream.

Wafa Ali, a fan of ice cream said

that it is very difficult now to find

ice cream in Sana’a.

“All the grocery stores near our

house do not have ice cream,”

sighed the 15 year-old girl.

“When I ask them, where is the

ice cream, they reply desperately :
Where is the electricity,» she said.

She said that she now buys ice
cream from the small carts if she
finds one of those carts or or from
some of the “expensive” ice cream
stores.

The prices of the ice cream have
increased based on the place -- the
store and it’s location -- that sellsit.
In Baskin Robins for example, the
prices have increased one fifth.

But for Abdulrahman Al-Same’i
a worker at Baskin Robins, he said
they had lose a lot of money on
generators to “keep the ice cream
in its same condition”

He said that they use the gener-
ators all day long. Al-Same’i said

YT Photo by Malak Shaher

Hilal Hamoud a worker in Baskin Robins said that sometimes
they close the place due to the fighting in nearby areas.

that their business was affected
since the company is very well
known and needs to offer the ice
cream all the time.

He added that the business was
hardest hit in the month of April
when the power suddenly went off
without prior notice. The inter-
nationally reknowned ice cream
brand and chain has lost around
400 gallons of ice cream since the
crises last April, according to Al-
Same’i.

“We have to keep the ice cream
we get from Canada in the same
condition.

Therefore, we keep the gen-
erators working all day long,” he
said.

In certain times, Ahmad Al-Sodi,
another worker in the same ice
cream place in Hadda street said
that “they had to close for a week
due to the security situation.”

He said that sometimes they had
to give people free ice cream. This
was because should they have to
close the franchise that week they
did not wast to lose the remaining
quantity.

Baskin Robins has six ice par-
lours in Sana’a some of which
were closed at different times
depending on the status of the
fighting. The other three places in
Aden and Taiz were not affected as
much as the ones in Sana’a.

Ice cream has become not only
a problem for the ice cream places
but for those who earn their living
by selling ice cream in their small
carts.

Saleh Al-Samawi works with a
a small cart he bought before the
uprising for YR 50,000 or nearly
USD. He said that it is extremely
expensive now for him to buy the
big slabs of ice that he uses in the
ice cream container to make the
ice cream “cold”.

“I buy the ice from a trader who
brings it from Al-Hodida. The
amount of ice I used to buy for
500 hundred [USD 2, 5] is now
four times the original price,” said
Saleh Al-Samawi.

Al-Samawi said that even though
he buys the pieces of ices to keep
his ice cream cool, he has been
thinking of switching his small
business into another thing.

“I do not sell a lot of ice cream
nowadays because people are no
more interested. They pass by me,
almost like I am part of the deco-
ration in the market,” said Al-Sa-
mawi who usually sells in Al-Safia
district.

“Ice cream has now become
only for a few people who have
money.”

Faces iyl
Yemic, Vs ¢ovyelution

Shehab Al-Sharabi

By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi
and Fakhr Al-Azab

hehab Al-Sharabi, 21,

a student at Educa-

tion College, English

Department, Sana’a

University. Shehab
was one of the few students
who spearheaded? the youth
revolution from Sana’a Uni-
versity earlier this year.

He was inspired by the Tuni-
sian and Egyptian revolutions
and decided to raise awareness
of Yemen’s own revolution
among the youth.

“I feel so proud that I was
one of the students who started
the revolution and spread it
quickly in the capital, Sana’a,”
he said.

Shehab is known for his
valor and acts of heroism. He
is described among his col-
leagues as a leader because of
his bravery.

He has been exposed to sev-
eral assaults by security forces
and pro-government “thugs”.

He also received a gunshot
wound in his shoulder during
one of the demonstrations.

“I was severely beaten by
some armed thugs at the be-
ginning of the revolution after
enthusiastically chanting ‘the
people want to overthrow the
regime’,” Shehab recalls.

“I was seized but could es-
cape only after receiving help
from my companions.”

Although the focus of his
studies is English, Shehab
holds political interests and is
one of the youth leaders of the
opposition Nasserist Party.

“The only guarantee for the
success of the Yemeni revolu-
tion is the strong revolutionary
awareness of many Yemeni

youth and students,” he said.

“We’re betting on the Yemeni
youth’s great determination to
achieve the aims of the revolu-
tion.”

Unlike many revolutionaries,
Shehab isn’t worried about the
‘theft of the revolution’ by rival
opposition political parties.

“The Yemeni youth will pro-
tect their revolution and repel
all those who try to confiscate
the revolution. We are the pro-
tectors of our revolution.”

“The revolution will win and
revolutionaries will topple the
corrupt regime. We believe in
our legitimate demands and
that’s why I'm confident that
we will win,” he said.

Shehab hopes to return to
study at Sana’a University but
he makes his revolutionary
concerns a top priority. “I will
not return to my college before
the success of our revolution,”

“We cannot study while un-
der the control of the youth’s
killers. How can we study when
the blood of our colleagues is
not dry yet, and the tears of
the mothers of martyrs haven’t
stopped?” he said. “We must
be loyal to all the martyrs of
the revolution.”

Shehab has had many unfor-
gettable moments at Change
Square in Sana’a. He cannot
forget the “regime’s massacres”
and the scenes of revolutionar-
ies’ deaths.

“I’'m proud of my role in
holding many demonstrations.
I've seen many revolutionaries
brutally killed and injured by
security forces and pro-regime
snipers,” he said. “I feel that
my heartbeats stop when I
recall these moments.”

During the last eight months,
Shehab has witnessed “the ug-

liest scenes” in his life. “I was
deeply shocked to hear that my
close friend Rajaie Al-Ham-
madi was killed. I also become
so angry when I remember my
friend Zaher Al-Hammadi’s
injured right lung.”

Shehab considers that Ye-
men’s revolution has already
succeeded. “The revolution
continues to succeed despite
the challenges and difficulties
we face.”

He criticized international
and regional stances on Ye-
men’s revolution. “Unfor-
tunately, the stances of the
international community, es-
pecially those of Saudi Arabia
and America, are disappointing
and don’t amount to much,”

Shehab called for the inter-
national community to take
responsibility for, and respect
the will of, the people in Ye-
men.

“It should support our
demands for change. We are
calling for peace, and so we
will create strong relations
with other countries based on
respect and mutual coopera-
tion.”

“Yemen after Ali Abdullah
Saleh will be better. Yemen
without this man will be with-
out terrorism, al-Qaeda, and
without further violence,” he
said.

Shehab seeks a new Yemen
based on a fair judiciary sys-
tem, equality, peace, freedom
and democracy. He dreams
about building a new civil
state.

“We want the new leadership
to respect Yemenis and give
them equal opportunities,” he
said.

“Yemenis don’t want to lose
their dignity anymore.”
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