
By: Shatha Al-Harazi

SANA’A, Dec. 25 - Tension has re-

turned	
�     to	
�     Sana’a,	
�     after	
�     a	
�     five-day	
�    	
�    
‘Life March’ from Taiz to the Yeme-

ni capital protesting Saleh’s GCC-

sponsored	
�    immunity	
�    from	
�    prosecu-

tion ended in the death of at least 13 

protesters	
�    on	
�    Saturday.
Although the interior minister 

had	
�     vowed	
�     to	
�     protect	
�     the	
�     peaceful	
�    
march,	
�     at	
�     least	
�     13	
�     protesters	
�     were	
�    
killed	
�    by	
�    live	
�    ammunition	
�    when	
�    they	
�    
reached	
�    Sana’a	
�    on	
�    Saturday.	
�    Securi-
ty	
�    forces	
�    were	
�    deployed	
�    all	
�    over	
�    the	
�    
city.	
�    Tear	
�    gas	
�    and	
�    sewage	
�    were	
�    used	
�    
to disperse the march.

However,	
�     the	
�     minister	
�     created	
�     a	
�    
committee	
�    to	
�    investigate	
�    the	
�    killings	
�    
revoking	
�    all	
�    rumors	
�    that	
�    claimed	
�    he	
�    
resigned because of this incident.

Mohammed	
�     Basundwa,	
�     prime	
�    
minister	
�    of	
�    the	
�    new	
�    ‘National	
�    Unity’	
�    
government	
�     has	
�     said	
�     that	
�     he	
�     will	
�    
resign if those responsible for the 

killings	
�     are	
�     not	
�     identified	
�     within	
�    
48 hours, according to Al-Khaleej 

newspaper.
President Saleh, in a press confer-

ence	
�    on	
�    Saturday	
�    evening,	
�    held	
�    the	
�    
new	
�    government	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    the	
�    

attacks,	
�     for	
�     the	
�     first	
�     time	
�     pointing	
�    
the	
�    finger	
�    at	
�    the	
�    government	
�    rather	
�    
than to his opponents, defected ma-

jor Ali Mohsen and the Ahmar fam-

ily.	
�    
At	
�    the	
�    time	
�    of	
�    writing,	
�    Sunday	
�    af-

ternoon,	
�     violence	
�     continued	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
capital’s	
�    Change	
�    Square,	
�    where	
�    pro-

testers rallied to denounce the kill-

ings.	
�    At	
�    least	
�    seven	
�    were	
�    injured	
�    and	
�    
others	
�     were	
�     detained	
�     over	
�     fighting	
�    
on the square’s main stage. In other 

parts	
�    of	
�    the	
�    country,
marches also protested the kill-

ings.

Independent	
�    youth	
�    had	
�    decided	
�    to	
�    
set out on the 250-km-long march 

from Taiz to Sana’a to protest against 

the	
�    Gulf	
�    initiative	
�    signed	
�    in	
�    Riyadh	
�    
last	
�    November	
�    by	
�    Saleh	
�    and	
�    the	
�    op-

position.	
�    Under	
�    the	
�    GCC-sponsored	
�    
deal,	
�    Saleh’s	
�    power	
�    is	
�    transferred	
�    to	
�    
his	
�    deputy	
�    but	
�    he	
�    remains	
�    honorary	
�    
president until presidential elec-

tions	
�    planned	
�    in	
�    February
2012. The agreement ensures that 

50	
�    percent	
�    of	
�    government	
�    members	
�    
are from the opposition, but grants 

Saleh and members of his regime 

immunity	
�    from	
�    prosecution.
Continued on page 2
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An Umbrella Which 

Serve your Objects . . .

By: Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 25 – President Saleh 

held	
�     a	
�     nationally-televised	
�     press	
�    
conference	
�    on	
�    Saturday,	
�    December	
�    
24, 2011, said to be his last as Ye-

men's president. He indicated that 

he	
�    will	
�     be	
�     leaving	
�     soon	
�     for	
�     the	
�    US	
�    
- not for medical reasons, but to al-

low	
�    the	
�    new	
�    government	
�    to	
�    run	
�    the
country	
�    without	
�    himself	
�    in	
�    the	
�    pic-

ture and to prepare for upcoming 

elections.	
�     He	
�     said	
�     he	
�     will	
�     be	
�     back	
�    
soon	
�     because	
�     he	
�     wants	
�     to	
�     be	
�     with	
�    
the Yemeni people.

“Our	
�    regime	
�    was	
�    never	
�    an	
�    oppres-
sive	
�    one	
�    with	
�    only	
�    one	
�    point	
�    of	
�    view,	
�    
and	
�    we	
�    respected	
�    human	
�    rights	
�    and	
�    
freedoms	
�     and	
�     democracy,	
�     which	
�    
through the last elections in 2006, 

yielded	
�     the	
�     General	
�     People’s	
�     Con-

gress	
�    as	
�    the	
�    ruling	
�    party,”	
�    said	
�    Pres-

ident Saleh at the beginning of his 

media address.

He reiterated his position of sup-

port	
�     for	
�     the	
�     Gulf	
�     Initiative,	
�     signed	
�    
by	
�    Saleh	
�     in	
�    Riyadh	
�     last	
�    month,	
�    yet	
�    
accused the opposition of causing 

armed	
�    conflict	
�    and	
�     the	
�    destabiliza-

tion of Yemen since the beginning 

of	
�    the	
�    uprising	
�    in	
�    January.
“Couldn’t	
�     you	
�     [opposition	
�     par-

ties]	
�     have	
�     come	
�     to	
�     the	
�     negotiation	
�    

table	
�     earlier?	
�    You	
�    wanted	
�     to	
�     share	
�    
the	
�    power,	
�    but	
�    did	
�    it	
�    have	
�    to	
�    be	
�    this	
�    
way?	
�     Through	
�     killing	
�     people,	
�     dis-
turbing	
�    the	
�    fuel	
�    and	
�    electricity	
�    ser-
vices?	
�     Why	
�     do	
�     you	
�     kidnap	
�     people	
�    
from	
�    the	
�    streets?	
�    Why	
�    do	
�    you	
�    kick	
�    
people out of their homes and occu-

py	
�    them	
�    with	
�    your	
�    armed	
�    militia?”	
�    
he demanded.

Continued on page 2
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Though many who marched as far as 270 km met with violence at the hands of Sana'a's security 

forces, by nightfall a rapturous welcome awaited them.

Saleh: Basundwa’s government needs to do more than talk

Protests continue 

over ‘Life March’ 

killings

No 

competition 

for Hadi

By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Dec. 25 — The parliament 

of	
�    Yemen	
�    has	
�    voted	
�    by	
�    consensus	
�    to	
�    
close	
�     nominations	
�     for	
�     early	
�     presi-
dential election, scheduled to take 

place	
�     on	
�     21	
�     February	
�     2012.	
�     Vice	
�    
President	
�    Abd	
�    Rabo	
�    Mansour	
�    Hadi	
�    
is	
�    the	
�    sole	
�    candidate	
�    in	
�    line	
�    with	
�    the	
�    
GCC	
�    power	
�    transition	
�    plan	
�    and	
�    its	
�    
implementation mechanism.

However,	
�    this	
�    action	
�    by	
�    the	
�    par-
liament	
�    violates	
�    Article	
�    108	
�    of	
�    Ye-

men’s	
�    constitution	
�    which	
�    stipulates	
�    
that presidential elections shall 

be	
�     by	
�     competitive	
�     election,	
�     where	
�    
proposals must be submitted to 

the	
�    Speaker	
�    of	
�    the	
�    House	
�    of	
�    Repre-

sentatives	
�    and	
�    whereby	
�    at	
�    least	
�    two	
�    
candidates must run for the elec-

tions	
�    to	
�    be	
�    valid.
But MP Mohamed Al-Hazmi, a 

personal supporter of this decree 

whose	
�    party	
�     voted	
�     in	
�     favour	
�     of	
�     it,	
�    
told the Yemen Times that “this 

decree	
�     came	
�     at	
�     an	
�     extraordinary	
�    
time	
�     in	
�     line	
�    with	
�    the	
�     implementa-

tion mechanism of the GCC deal 

which	
�     was	
�     signed	
�     by	
�     both	
�     sides,	
�    
and its 18th article stipulates that 

the	
�    mechanism	
�    overrides	
�    any	
�    con-

tradictive	
�    constitutional	
�    articles	
�    to	
�    
the	
�    GCC	
�    plan.”
“We	
�    want	
�    to	
�    realize	
�    the	
�    goals	
�    of	
�    

the	
�    revolution	
�    through	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    ini-
tiative,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Hazmi.
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VACANT POSITION
USAID’s Yemen Monitoring and Evaluation Project (YMEP) invites Yemeni Nationals to 
apply for the position below:

Title: Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist
Duration of Assignment: Full-time Position
Duty Station: Sana’a, Yemen with frequent travel to other governorates

Duties and Responsibilities:

Assists the YMEP M&E Director with the following functions:

Field	
�    monitoring	
�    of	
�    USAID-‐funded	
�    activities	
�     including	
�    veri ication	
�    of	
�    deliverables,•
conducting structured interviews with local and international project staff, and
conducting	
�    structured	
�    interviews	
�    with	
�    local	
�    bene iciaries.	
�    	
�    This	
�    will	
�    require	
�    regular
travel	
�    to	
�    Marib,	
�    Jawf,	
�    Shabwah,	
�    Abyan,	
�    Aden,	
�    Taiz,	
�    Ibb,	
�    Hodeidah,	
�    Dhale’,	
�    Amran	
�    and
other	
�    governorates	
�    as	
�    needed.
Complete	
�    structured	
�    interview	
�    questionnaires	
�    completely	
�    and	
�    correctly.•
Conduct	
�    data	
�    entry	
�    in	
�    Excel	
�    from	
�    completed	
�    data	
�    collection.•
Prepare	
�    reports	
�    on	
�     indings	
�    from	
�    monitoring	
�    visits	
�    in	
�    English	
�    for	
�    review	
�    by	
�    the	
�    M&E•
Director.
Provide technical assistance and training as required to local M&E staff of USAID•
implementing	
�    partners	
�    utilizing	
�    YMEP	
�    training	
�    materials	
�    and	
�    guidance.
Assist YMEP evaluation and assessment teams as needed with translation, impact•
assessments, liaison with local USAID implementing partner staff, and other tasks
as	
�    required.
Perform	
�    other	
�    duties	
�    as	
�    necessary.•

Quali ications:

BA	
�    in	
�    journalism,	
�    health,	
�    statistics,	
�    English,	
�    political	
�    science	
�    or	
�    a	
�    related	
�     ield.•
Minimum three years experience working in monitoring and evaluation, data•
collection,	
�    survey	
�    implementation,	
�    polling	
�    or	
�    a	
�    related	
�    area.
Former working experience with USAID or another international development•
organization	
�    is	
�    highly	
�    desirable.
Pro icient	
�    with	
�    MS	
�    Of ice,	
�    especially	
�    Excel.•

Please send your CV by email to HRYMEP@YAHOO.COM . Response will only 
be made to shortlisted candidates. The deadline for receiving applications is 
December 31th, 2011.

By: Mohammed bin Sallam

SA’ADA, Dec. 25 – After intense 
armed	
�     conflict	
�     that	
�     claimed	
�     the	
�    
lives	
�     of	
�     over	
�     250	
�     Yemenis	
�     since	
�    
October	
�    of	
�    2011,	
�    an	
�    agreement	
�    be-
tween	
�    Salafis	
�    and	
�    Houthis	
�    in	
�    Sa'ada	
�    
has	
�    been	
�    orchestrated	
�    by	
�    a	
�    media-
tion	
�    committee.	
�    The	
�    agreement	
�    was	
�    
reached	
�    on	
�    Thursday	
�    and	
�    stipulates	
�    
a	
�    cease	
�    fire	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Dammaj	
�    area,	
�    as	
�    
well	
�     as	
�     the	
�     removal	
�     of	
�     all	
�     military	
�    
checkpoints	
�     and	
�     barriers	
�     by	
�     both	
�    
parties.
The	
�    agreement	
�    also	
�    calls	
�    for	
�    neu-

tral	
�     armed	
�     men	
�     from	
�     the	
�     Bakeel	
�    
and	
�     Hashid	
�     tribes	
�     to	
�     monitor	
�     the	
�    
opening	
�    of	
�    all	
�    roads	
�    and	
�    ensure	
�    that	
�    
both	
�     parties	
�     adhere	
�     to	
�     the	
�     peace	
�    
agreement.
Sa’ada's	
�     governor,	
�    military	
�     com-

mander	
�     and	
�     a	
�     number	
�     of	
�     tribal	
�    
sheikhs	
�     have	
�     guaranteed	
�     the	
�     pro-
tection	
�     of	
�     both	
�     parties	
�     to	
�     dissuade	
�    
revenge	
�    attempts.
Yahya	
�     Al-Hajouri,	
�     Director	
�     of	
�    

the	
�     Salafi	
�    Dammaj	
�    medical	
�     center,	
�    
demanded	
�    that	
�    the	
�    mediation	
�    com-
mittee	
�    oversee	
�    the	
�    delivery	
�    of	
�    food,	
�    
medicine	
�     and	
�     fuel	
�     to	
�     the	
�     center,	
�    
which	
�    has	
�    been	
�    under	
�    siege	
�    by	
�     the	
�    
area's	
�    majority	
�    Houthi	
�    sect	
�    for	
�    over	
�    
three	
�    months.
“The	
�    war	
�    was	
�     imposed	
�     on	
�     us	
�     by	
�    

the	
�    Houthis,	
�    who	
�    killed	
�    more	
�     than	
�    
70	
�    men,	
�    women	
�    and	
�    children	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
center’s	
�    students	
�    and	
�    their	
�    families.	
�    
More	
�     than	
�     170	
�    were	
�    wounded,”	
�    he	
�    

said.
Saleh	
�    Murshid	
�    Jadban,	
�    a	
�    member	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    mediation	
�    committee	
�    on	
�    be-
half	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Salafis,	
�    said	
�    that	
�    only	
�    the	
�    
implementation	
�     timeline	
�     remains	
�    
to	
�    be	
�    resolved.
“Several	
�     checkpoints	
�     have	
�     been	
�    

removed	
�     and	
�     those	
�     remaining	
�    will	
�    
be	
�    cleared	
�    in	
�    the	
�    coming	
�    few	
�    days,”	
�    
said	
�    Jadban.
He	
�     added	
�     that	
�     around	
�     500	
�     ve-

hicles,	
�    each	
�    carrying	
�    at	
�    least	
�    5	
�    men,	
�    
came	
�    from	
�    tribal	
�    areas	
�    and	
�    entered	
�    
Sa’ada	
�     on	
�     Saturday	
�     to	
�     prevent	
�    
clashes.
The	
�     Houthis,	
�     however,	
�     accused	
�    

those	
�    men	
�    of	
�    siding	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Salafis	
�    
rather	
�    than	
�    holding	
�    a	
�    neutral	
�    stance.	
�    
Saleh	
�    Habra,	
�    political	
�    office	
�    spokes-
person	
�     for	
�     the	
�    Houthis,	
�    demanded	
�    
that	
�    foreigners	
�    in	
�    Dammaj	
�    leave	
�    the	
�    
country	
�     and	
�     return	
�     to	
�     their	
�     home	
�    
nations.
He	
�    added	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Dammaj	
�    issue	
�    

is	
�    a	
�    political	
�    one	
�    and	
�    not	
�    based	
�    on	
�    
religious	
�     differences	
�     between	
�     the	
�    
Houthis	
�     and	
�     the	
�     Salafis,	
�    who	
�     have	
�    
lived	
�    side-by-side	
�    for	
�    the	
�    last	
�    three	
�    
decades.
“We	
�     confirm	
�     that	
�     those	
�     at	
�     the	
�    

center	
�     are	
�     an	
�     armed	
�     militia	
�     and	
�    
not	
�    scholars	
�    seeking	
�    knowledge,	
�    as	
�    
is	
�     being	
�     claimed.	
�     Everyone	
�     knows	
�    
they	
�     have	
�    weapons	
�     and	
�     are	
�     killing	
�    
our	
�    men,”	
�     said	
�    Habra.	
�     “We	
�    have	
�    a	
�    
recording	
�    of	
�    Al-Hajouri,	
�    head	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
Dammaj	
�    Center,	
�    saying	
�    that	
�    they	
�    re-
ceived	
�    300	
�    weapons	
�    from	
�    the	
�    Spe-

cial	
�    Forces	
�    led	
�    by	
�    Tariq	
�    Mohammed	
�    
Saleh,	
�    the	
�    president’s	
�    nephew.”
He	
�    added	
�    that	
�    they	
�    gave	
�    a	
�    copy	
�    of	
�    

this	
�     recording	
�     to	
�    UN	
�    Special	
�    Advi-
sor	
�    on	
�    Yemen	
�    Jamal	
�    Benomar,	
�    who	
�    
visited	
�    Sa’ada	
�    earlier	
�    this	
�    month.
The	
�     Dammaj	
�     District,	
�     which	
�     in-

cludes	
�    the	
�    Salafi	
�    center,	
�    is	
�    home	
�    to	
�    
around	
�     29	
�     thousand	
�     inhabitants,	
�    
4,000	
�     of	
�     whom	
�     are	
�     Salafis.	
�     The	
�    
remaining	
�     portion	
�     of	
�     the	
�     district's	
�    
population	
�    are	
�    Zaidis,	
�    who	
�    have	
�    also	
�    
been	
�    subjected	
�    to	
�    the	
�    siege	
�    imposed	
�    
by	
�    the	
�    more	
�    powerful	
�    Houthis,	
�    who	
�    
entered	
�    from	
�    outside	
�    the	
�    district.
The	
�    conflict	
�    started	
�    when	
�    a	
�    youth	
�    

Houthi	
�     boy	
�     of	
�     around	
�     13	
�     years	
�     of	
�    
age	
�    ventured	
�    into	
�    the	
�    Salafi	
�    area	
�    of	
�    
Dammaj	
�     with	
�     a	
�     placard	
�     featuring	
�    
the	
�     Houthi	
�     slogan	
�     “God	
�     is	
�     great;;	
�    
Death	
�     to	
�    America;;	
�    Death	
�     to	
�     Israel;;	
�    
Damned	
�     be	
�     the	
�     Jews;;	
�     Victory	
�     to	
�    
Islam.”	
�     Salafis	
�     who	
�     were	
�     present	
�    
physically	
�    assaulted	
�    the	
�    boy,	
�    spark-
ing	
�    an	
�    armed	
�    conflict	
�    that	
�    has	
�    lasted	
�    
for	
�    more	
�    than	
�    three	
�    months.
Sa’ada	
�     Governorate	
�     is	
�     heavily	
�    

controlled	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Houthi	
�    sect,	
�    which	
�    
is	
�    expanding	
�    its	
�    influence	
�    to	
�    neigh-
boring	
�    areas	
�    of	
�    Al-Jawf,	
�    Hajja,	
�    Am-
ran	
�    and	
�    portions	
�    of	
�    coastal	
�    areas	
�    on	
�    
the	
�     Red	
�     Sea,	
�     in	
�     effect	
�    maintaining	
�    
control	
�     over	
�     three-and-a-half	
�     mil-
lion	
�    Yemenis.
According	
�     to	
�     a	
�     local	
�     teacher	
�     in	
�    

Hajja,	
�     Houthis	
�     are	
�     creating	
�     new	
�    
armed	
�    checkpoints	
�    in	
�    Hajja	
�    in	
�    order	
�    
to	
�    further	
�    impose	
�    their	
�    influence.

Houthis	
�    and	
�    Salafis	
�    reach	
�    

cease	
�    fire	
�    agreement
By: Ali Saeed

SANA’A,	
�    Dec.	
�    25-	
�    Amid	
�    high	
�    secu-
rity	
�     and	
�     power	
�     cuts,	
�     Yemen’s	
�     par-
liament	
�     resumed	
�     its	
�     activities	
�     on	
�    
Saturday	
�     with	
�     all	
�     political	
�     parties	
�    
present,	
�     after	
�     a	
�     11-month	
�     boycott	
�    
by	
�     the	
�     traditional	
�    opposition	
�    since	
�    
the	
�    beginning	
�    of	
�     the	
�    uprisings	
�     last	
�    
February.
By	
�    the	
�    end	
�    of	
�    this	
�    week,	
�    the	
�    par-

liament	
�     is	
�     expected	
�     to	
�     endorse	
�     a	
�    
two-year	
�    program	
�    for	
�    the	
�    reconcili-
ation	
�     government,	
�     a	
�     new	
�     cabinet	
�    
formed	
�     earlier	
�     this	
�     month	
�     in	
�     line	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    agreement	
�    signed	
�    by	
�    
both	
�    sides	
�    on	
�    Nov.	
�    23	
�    in	
�    Riyadh.	
�    
Members	
�    of	
�    the	
�    new	
�    government	
�    

arrived	
�     to	
�     parliament,	
�    with	
�     armed	
�    
tribesmen	
�    guarding	
�    MPs	
�    of	
�    Saleh’s	
�    
party	
�    and	
�    JMP	
�    loyalists	
�    exchanging	
�    
fire	
�    outside.	
�    There	
�    were	
�    however	
�    no	
�    
casualties.
Breaking	
�     with	
�     a	
�     previous	
�     tradi-

tion	
�    of	
�    ministers	
�     travelling	
�     to	
�    par-
liament	
�    in	
�    luxurious	
�    brand-new	
�    ve-
hicles,	
�    members	
�    of	
�    the	
�    new	
�    Yemeni	
�    
cabinet	
�    arrived	
�    in	
�    three	
�    white	
�    gov-
ernmental	
�    minibuses.
“This	
�     is	
�     unbelievable,	
�     I	
�     have	
�    

never	
�     seen	
�     anything	
�     like	
�     it!”	
�     said	
�    
Abdullah	
�    Al-Maqtari,	
�    an	
�    MP	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
Nasserite	
�    party,	
�    when	
�    he	
�     saw	
�    new	
�    
members	
�     of	
�     government	
�     of	
�     differ-
ent	
�     political	
�     affiliations	
�     sitting	
�     to-
gether	
�    in	
�    one	
�    white	
�    minibus.
A	
�    large	
�    number	
�    of	
�    MPs,	
�    particu-

larly	
�    tribal	
�    leaders,	
�    however	
�    arrived	
�    
in	
�     expensive-looking	
�     private	
�     cars	
�    
with	
�    soldiers	
�    and	
�    armed	
�    men.	
�    
Central	
�     Security	
�     forces,	
�     run	
�     by	
�    

Ali	
�    Abdullah	
�    Saleh’s	
�    nephew	
�    Yahya	
�    
Mohamed,	
�     and	
�     the	
�     Republican	
�    
Guards,	
�    commanded	
�    by	
�    Saleh’s	
�    son	
�    
Ahmed	
�    Ali,	
�    guarded	
�    the	
�    parliament	
�    
building.	
�     Armed	
�     tribal	
�     militias	
�    
stood	
�    around	
�    the	
�    building	
�    carrying	
�    
Kalashnikovs	
�    and	
�    bazookas.	
�    
None	
�     of	
�     the	
�     five	
�     Ahmar	
�     family	
�    

MPs	
�    who	
�    clashed	
�    with	
�    Saleh’s	
�    forc-
es	
�     last	
�    May	
�     attended.	
�    Deputy	
�    par-
liament	
�    speaker	
�    Himyar	
�    Al-Ahmar,	
�    

who	
�     had	
�     resigned	
�     from	
�     Saleh’s	
�    
General	
�     People’s	
�     Congress	
�     (GPC),	
�    
is	
�    said	
�    to	
�    have	
�    returned	
�    home	
�    after	
�    
his	
�    private	
�    guards	
�    clashed	
�    with	
�    the	
�    
armed	
�    men	
�     of	
�     Sagheer	
�     Bin	
�     Azeez,	
�    
an	
�    MP	
�    and	
�    a	
�     tribal	
�     leader	
�     loyal	
�     to	
�    
Saleh	
�    whose	
�    brother	
�    had	
�    reportedly	
�    
been	
�    killed	
�    by	
�    Ahmar	
�    loyalists.
Inside	
�     parliament,	
�     Yahya	
�     Al-

Raee,	
�     the	
�     speaker	
�     of	
�     parliament	
�    
and	
�    a	
�    prominent	
�    tribal	
�    leader	
�    loyal	
�    
to	
�    Saleh,	
�    welcomed	
�    the	
�    new	
�    prime	
�    
minister	
�    and	
�    his	
�    government	
�    mem-
bers. 
Abd	
�    Al-Razaq	
�    Al-Hajri,	
�    from	
�    the	
�    

Joint	
�    Meeting	
�    Parties	
�    (JMP)	
�    block,	
�    
blessed	
�     the	
�     “souls	
�     of	
�     the	
�     peaceful	
�    
revolution	
�    martyrs,”	
�    and	
�    said,	
�    “The	
�    
objective	
�    of	
�     the	
�    revolution	
�    aims	
�     to	
�    
bring	
�    about	
�    the	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    law	
�    and	
�    rec-
onciliation,	
�    and	
�    no	
�    party	
�    is	
�    stronger	
�    
than	
�    any	
�    other	
�    in	
�    parliament.”
Mohamed	
�     Al-Shayf	
�     of	
�     the	
�     GPC	
�    

block	
�     also	
�     blessed	
�    the	
�     souls	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
martyrs	
�     who	
�     were	
�     lost	
�     their	
�     lives	
�    
during	
�    the	
�    attack	
�    on	
�    the	
�    presiden-
tial	
�    palace	
�    on	
�    June	
�    3.
Each	
�     MP	
�     then	
�     received	
�     a	
�     draft	
�    

copy	
�    of	
�    the	
�    government’s	
�    new	
�    two-
year	
�    program,	
�     and	
�    prime	
�    minister	
�    
Mohammed	
�     Basundwa	
�     and	
�     other	
�    
members	
�     of	
�     government	
�     read	
�     out	
�    
all	
�     38-pages	
�     of	
�     a	
�     plan	
�     to	
�     “restore	
�    
political	
�     stability	
�     and	
�     security	
�     to	
�    
achieve	
�    safe	
�    power	
�    transfer	
�     in	
�     line	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    initiative.”
Some	
�    of	
�     the	
�    MPs	
�     listened	
�     to	
�     the	
�    

program,	
�     whereas	
�     many	
�     others	
�    
chatted	
�    and	
�    shook	
�    hands	
�    with	
�    each	
�    
other	
�    so	
�    that	
�    every	
�    five	
�    minutes	
�    the	
�    
speaker	
�     of	
�     the	
�     parliament	
�     had	
�     to	
�    
bang	
�    his	
�    gavel	
�    to	
�    silence	
�    them.
“It	
�     seems	
�     that	
�     they	
�     are	
�    not	
�     con-

cerned,”	
�     the	
�     prime	
�     minister	
�     said,	
�    
interrupting	
�    his	
�    speech	
�    amidst	
�    the	
�    
echo	
�    of	
�    the	
�    gavel.
In	
�     previous	
�     governments,	
�     MPs	
�    

used	
�     to	
�     bring	
�     letters	
�     to	
�     present	
�     to	
�    
ministers	
�    asking	
�    for	
�    funds	
�    or	
�    other	
�    
public	
�     issues,	
�    but	
�     this	
�     time	
�    no	
�    MP	
�    
dared	
�     to	
�    ask	
�    anything	
�     from	
�    a	
�    gov-
ernment	
�    formed	
�    to	
�    find	
�    a	
�    way	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

country’s	
�     unprecedented	
�     political	
�    
and economic crisis.
“The	
�    program	
�    of	
�    this	
�    government	
�    

is	
�     to	
�     provide	
�     services	
�     to	
�     the	
�     citi-
zens,”	
�    said	
�    Basundwa.
After	
�     reading	
�     the	
�     long	
�     program	
�    

amidst	
�     repeated	
�     power	
�     cuts,	
�     the	
�    
speaker	
�    of	
�     the	
�    parliament	
�    pledged	
�    
that	
�     the	
�     government	
�     and	
�     legisla-
tive	
�     authority	
�     would	
�     cooperate	
�     to	
�    
implement	
�    the	
�    program.”
A	
�    number	
�    of	
�    MPS	
�    however	
�    point-

ed	
�     out	
�     the	
�     program’s	
�     weaknesses.	
�    
Sultan	
�    Al-Barakani,	
�     secretary	
�    gen-
eral	
�     assistant	
�     of	
�     Saleh’s	
�     GPC	
�     and	
�    
head	
�     of	
�     its	
�     parliamentarian	
�     block,	
�    
was	
�    one	
�    of	
�    them.
“It	
�     will	
�     only	
�     deepen	
�     poverty	
�     as	
�    

the	
�     government	
�     in	
�     this	
�     program	
�    
said	
�    that	
�    it	
�    will	
�    expand	
�    the	
�    welfare	
�    
fund	
�     network	
�     which	
�     means	
�     insol-
vency	
�    and	
�    poverty,”	
�    he	
�    said.
“[Al-Barakani]	
�     has	
�     started	
�     to	
�    

play	
�     the	
�     role	
�     of	
�     the	
�     opposition,”	
�    
commented	
�     one	
�     of	
�     the	
�     journalists	
�    
who	
�     came	
�     to	
�     cover	
�     this	
�     important	
�    
parliamentary	
�     session	
�     after	
�     nearly	
�    
a	
�    year	
�    with	
�    not	
�    even	
�    half	
�    members	
�    
present.
Abdullah	
�    Al-Maqtari	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Nas-

serite	
�     party	
�     was	
�     also	
�     critical.	
�     Nei-
ther	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    initiative	
�    nor	
�    the	
�    gov-
ernment’s	
�     program	
�     had	
�     defined	
�     a	
�    
specific	
�    time	
�    frame	
�    for	
�    the	
�    military	
�    
reconciliation	
�     committee	
�     to	
�     re-
structure	
�    the	
�    armed	
�    forces,	
�    he	
�    said.
He	
�    also	
�    criticized	
�    the	
�    program	
�    for	
�    

not	
�    including	
�    issues	
�    such	
�    as	
�    ending	
�    
cheating	
�    on	
�    school	
�    exams,	
�    or	
�    plans	
�    
to	
�    revive	
�    the	
�    economy.
“The	
�     crisis	
�     has	
�     depleted	
�     all	
�     the	
�    

country’s	
�     resources	
�     and	
�     with-
out	
�     foreign	
�     financial	
�     support,	
�     the	
�    
government	
�     will	
�     only	
�     be	
�     able	
�     to	
�    
implement	
�     its	
�     proposed	
�     program	
�    
partially,”	
�     said	
�     Naser	
�     Arman,	
�     and	
�    
independent	
�    MP.	
�    
He	
�    however	
�    added:	
�    “The	
�    old	
�    op-

position	
�     and	
�     ruling	
�     party	
�     are	
�     no	
�    
more.	
�     Now	
�     all	
�     of	
�     you	
�     are	
�     rulers	
�    
here!	
�    You	
�    must	
�    work,	
�    and	
�    God	
�    will	
�    
be	
�    your	
�    witness.”

Yemen’s	
�    parliament	
�    back

in	
�    action

Protests	
�    continue	
�    over	
�    

‘Life	
�    March’	
�    killings

On	
�    the	
�    Life	
�    March’s	
�    Facebook	
�    page,	
�    
organizers	
�    had	
�    written:	
�    “It	
�    is	
�    a	
�    live	
�    
expression	
�     of	
�     not	
�     recognizing	
�     the	
�    
former	
�    government	
�    a	
�    part	
�    of	
�    which	
�    
has	
�     been	
�     kept,	
�     and	
�     an	
�     expression	
�    
of	
�    not	
�    recognizing	
�    the	
�    GCC	
�    initia-
tive.	
�    It	
�    is	
�    a	
�    demonstration	
�    that	
�    we	
�    
will	
�    uphold	
�    the	
�    objectives
of	
�     our	
�     peaceful	
�     revolution	
�     until	
�    

they	
�    are	
�    achieved.”
Protesters	
�     marched	
�     to	
�     “show	
�    

loyalty	
�    to	
�    martyrs	
�    and	
�    the	
�    injured	
�    
in	
�    Taiz,”	
�    “demand	
�    the	
�    trial	
�    of	
�    those	
�    
involved	
�     in	
�     crimes	
�     against	
�     pro-
testers	
�     and	
�     those	
�     who	
�     steal	
�     our	
�    
country’s	
�    resources,”	
�    “renew	
�    revo-
lutionary	
�     energy	
�     in	
�     the	
�     different	
�    
governorates	
�    crossed,”	
�    and	
�    “affirm	
�    
the	
�    unity	
�    of	
�    te	
�    Yemeni	
�    people.”
Around	
�     2,000	
�     protesters	
�     left	
�    

Taiz	
�     on	
�     Tuesday,	
�     Dec.20,	
�     and	
�    
were	
�     received	
�     with	
�     joy	
�     in	
�     the	
�     vil-
lages	
�     and	
�     cities	
�     they	
�    passed.	
�    Oth-
ers	
�     joined	
�     them	
�     on	
�     the	
�     way,	
�     and	
�    
by	
�    the	
�    time	
�    they	
�    reached	
�    Ibb	
�    they	
�    
were	
�    4,000	
�    protesters.	
�    By	
�    the	
�    time	
�    
they	
�    reached	
�    Dhamar,	
�    they	
�    had	
�    be-
come	
�    7,000.	
�    At	
�    Naqeel	
�    Yasleeh,	
�    60	
�    
kilometer	
�     from	
�     Sana’a,	
�     they	
�     were	
�    
100,000
protesters.	
�     Finally	
�     by	
�     the	
�     time	
�    

they	
�     reached	
�    Sixty-Meter	
�    Road	
�     in	
�    
Sana’a,	
�     they	
�     were	
�     over	
�     500,000	
�    
protesters,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     a	
�     protest	
�    
leader.
By	
�     the	
�     time	
�     protesters	
�     reached	
�    

Sana’a	
�     they	
�    were	
�    exhausted.	
�    They	
�    
marched	
�     peacefully	
�     in	
�     areas	
�     and	
�    
neighborhoods	
�     that	
�     marches	
�     in	
�    
Sana’a	
�    had	
�    previoulsy	
�    not	
�    reached.	
�    
Protesters	
�     danced	
�     and	
�     chanted	
�    
that	
�    the	
�    revolution	
�    would	
�    win	
�    and	
�    
that	
�    Saleh	
�    would	
�    be	
�    executed.	
�    Res-
idents	
�    received	
�    the	
�    march	
�    standing	
�    
by	
�    the	
�    side	
�    of	
�    the	
�    road,	
�    with	
�    women	
�    
ululating	
�    and	
�    men	
�    chanting	
�    “Wel-
come!”	
�    Some	
�    distributed	
�    candies.

“This	
�     is	
�     truly	
�     a	
�     historical	
�     day,	
�    
we	
�    shall	
�    kiss	
�    the	
�    feet	
�    of	
�    those	
�    who	
�    
came	
�    all	
�     the	
�    way	
�     from	
�    Taiz	
�     to	
�     re-
claim	
�     our	
�     revolution	
�     after	
�     it	
�     was	
�    
hijacked	
�     by	
�     the	
�     politicians,”	
�     said	
�    
Mohammed	
�    Fare’e,	
�    a	
�    protester.
The	
�     march	
�     aimed	
�     to	
�     protest	
�    

in	
�     Saba’een	
�     area	
�     near	
�     the	
�     presi-
dential	
�     place,	
�     and	
�     parliament	
�     to	
�    
protest	
�     against	
�     Saleh’s	
�     immunity	
�    
from	
�    prosecution.	
�    The	
�    march	
�    how-
ever	
�     split	
�     in	
�     Sana’a,	
�     with	
�     part	
�     of	
�    
the	
�     protesters	
�     marching	
�     through	
�    
Sixty-meter	
�     Road	
�     to	
�     Change	
�    
Square,	
�     while	
�     others	
�     at	
�     the	
�     end	
�    
of	
�     the	
�    march	
�     decided	
�     to	
�     camp	
�     in	
�    
Forty-five	
�    Street,	
�    less	
�    than	
�    two	
�    ki-
lometers	
�    away	
�     from	
�    the	
�    presiden-
tial	
�    palace.	
�    They	
�    were	
�    attacked	
�    by	
�    
security	
�    forces.
Meanwhile,	
�     controversy	
�     has	
�    

stirred	
�    up	
�    over	
�     a	
�     statement	
�    made	
�    
by	
�    US	
�    Ambassador	
�    to	
�    Yemen	
�    Ger-
ald	
�    Feierstein	
�    in	
�    an	
�    interview	
�    with	
�    
Yemeni	
�     journalists	
�     on	
�     Saturday	
�    
saying,	
�    “Provocations	
�    could	
�    lead	
�    to	
�    
further	
�    reaction	
�    and	
�    violence.»
On	
�    Facebook,	
�     some	
�    Yemeni	
�    us-

ers	
�    have	
�    read	
�    this	
�    statement	
�    as	
�    jus-
tification	
�    for	
�    killing	
�    the	
�    protesters.	
�    	
�    
A	
�     page	
�     entiltled	
�     “US	
�     ambassador	
�    
Gerald	
�    Feierste	
�    leave	
�    or	
�    apologize”	
�    
has	
�     appeared	
�     on	
�     the	
�     social	
�     net-
working	
�    website.
However,	
�     a	
�     source	
�     at	
�     the	
�     US	
�    

embassy	
�    said	
�    that	
�    a	
�    day	
�    before	
�    the	
�    
march,	
�    the	
�    embassy	
�    was	
�    in	
�    contact	
�    
with	
�     Yemeni	
�     officials	
�     urging	
�     re-
straint	
�    and	
�    advising	
�    them	
�    to	
�    allow	
�    
peaceful	
�    protesters	
�    to	
�    march	
�    to	
�    the	
�    
square.

Saleh: Basundwa’s 
government	
�    needs	
�    to	
�    do	
�    

more	
�    than	
�    talk

He	
�     commented	
�     on	
�     the	
�     recent	
�     ac-
tivities	
�     of	
�     the	
�     military	
�     commit-
tee,	
�    which	
�    has	
�    aimed	
�    at	
�    removing	
�    

all	
�     signs	
�     of	
�     armed	
�     militias	
�     from	
�    
Sana’a,	
�     and	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     opposi-
tion	
�    is	
�    not	
�    committed	
�    to	
�    removing	
�    
its	
�     checkpoints	
�     and	
�     that	
�     it	
�     is,	
�     in	
�    
fact,	
�    adding	
�    more.
President	
�     Saleh	
�     also	
�     again	
�    

brought	
�     up	
�     his	
�     assassination	
�     at-
tempt	
�    in	
�    June	
�    and	
�    said	
�    that	
�    it	
�    was	
�    
treason	
�    and	
�    vengeance	
�    and	
�    that	
�    it	
�    
wasn’t	
�     only	
�     against	
�     him,	
�     but	
�     also	
�    
against	
�    the	
�    nation’s	
�    stability.	
�    “The	
�    
presidency	
�     is	
�     not	
�     something	
�     to	
�    
own.	
�    	
�    I	
�    rejected	
�    it	
�    in	
�    2006,	
�    but	
�    was	
�    
forced	
�    to	
�    accept	
�    it	
�    and	
�    now	
�    I	
�    am	
�    re-
jecting	
�    it	
�    and	
�    will	
�    leave	
�    it	
�    again.	
�    To	
�    
me,	
�    Yemen’s	
�    well-being	
�    is	
�    the	
�    most	
�    
important	
�    priority.
“We	
�     are	
�     in	
�     support	
�     of	
�     Basund-

wa’s	
�    government	
�    and	
�    handed	
�    over	
�    
to	
�    it	
�    USD	
�    4.7	
�    billion	
�    of	
�    foreign	
�    re-
serves,	
�    even	
�    with	
�    a	
�    crisis	
�     that	
�    has	
�    
lasted	
�    for	
�    eleven	
�    months.
This	
�     is	
�     an	
�     indication	
�     that	
�     we	
�    

have	
�    preserved	
�    the	
�    country	
�    despite	
�    
the	
�     paralysis	
�     of	
�     state	
�     institutions	
�    
and	
�    conflict.”
Regarding	
�     the	
�    killing	
�    of	
�    partici-

pants	
�     in	
�     the	
�     march	
�     of	
�     thousands	
�    
of	
�     Yemenis	
�     from	
�     Taiz	
�     to	
�     Sana’a,	
�    
he	
�    accused	
�    the	
�    opposition	
�    of	
�    being	
�    
behind	
�     this,	
�     directly	
�     or	
�     indirectly.	
�    
The	
�     bad	
�     end	
�     for	
�     the	
�     protest	
�     was	
�    
termed	
�     the	
�     fault	
�     of	
�     Basundwa’s	
�    
government.
“You	
�     [the	
�     new	
�     government]	
�    

knew	
�    they	
�    were	
�    heading	
�    to	
�    Sana’a	
�    
over	
�    five	
�    days	
�    ago.
Why	
�    did	
�    you	
�    not	
�    create	
�    a	
�    protec-

tion	
�    mechanism	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    the	
�    pro-
testers’	
�     safety	
�     and	
�     prevent	
�     them	
�    
from	
�    getting	
�    into	
�    any	
�    conflict?”
“Taking	
�     up	
�     positions	
�     of	
�     power	
�    

is	
�    a	
�    responsibility,	
�    not	
�    a	
�    privilege.	
�    
Now	
�    you	
�    see	
�    that	
�    it	
�    is	
�    not	
�    an	
�    easy	
�    
task.	
�    But	
�    I	
�    will	
�    continue	
�    to	
�    support	
�    
this	
�     government	
�     because	
�     I	
�     want	
�    
what	
�    is	
�    good	
�    for	
�    Yemen.”

Continued from page 1
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Bab	
�    Al-Yaman	
�    in	
�    Sa’ada	
�    city	
�    showing	
�    the	
�    anti-US/Israel	
�    Houthi	
�    slogans.	
�    Houthis	
�    made	
�    use	
�    of	
�    

lack	
�    of	
�    state	
�    control	
�    over	
�    the	
�    country	
�    to	
�    expand	
�    their	
�    influence	
�    in	
�    north	
�    Yemen.



Interview by Nadia Al-Sakkaf

T
his December, Jamal 

Benomar visited Sana’a, 

Taiz, Aden and Sa’ada 

to encourage all politi-

cal players to engage in 

the national dialogue conference 

to take place after the presidential 

elections on February 21, 2012.

His visits have been received 

very positively, not only by the poli-

ticians, but also by many ordinary 

Yemenis who appreciate that some-

one of this high level took the time 

and effort to talk to them.

Expectations of the progress

Prior to coming to Yemen, Benom-

ar had anticipated more progress 

in the implementation of the Gulf 

initiative, but this does not deter 

his optimism, especially since he 

knows how complicated Yemen is.

“I am happy that there is an 

agreement, that implementation 

has begun, that the government 

has been formed on time, and that 

a military commission has been 

formed,” he said. “And the date for 

elections is set and this has a huge 

symbolic value.”

He believes there is tangible 

progress and that preparations for 

the elections are underway for Feb-

ruary 21, 2012.

However, there are a number of 

places like Taiz where there has 

been a lull. But he insisted that the 

agreement is a step in the right di-

rection. 

“But it is a step in a long road,” he 

explained. “A road which is full of 

surprises and sometimes obstacles, 

ups and downs. What is important 

is for those who want peace to stay 

focused on advancing this pro-

cess.”

The military committee

The big challenge now, as he sees 

it, is for the military commission 

to implement the decisions it has 

agreed on. Benomar met with the 

members of the committee and felt 

that they can work well together.

“I saw very good cooperation be-

tween the minister of interior and 

the minister of defense, and the 

vice president is providing very 

good leadership,” he said. “We may 

have to give them some time, but 

they	
�    are	
�    definitely	
�    moving	
�    forward	
�    
and we wish them every success.”

According to the military com-

mittee’s decision, the military and 

all militias were to open up road 

blocks and remove militia signs 

from the capital city within a week 

of Saturday December 17, 2011, so 

that people would be free to come 

and go.

He admits that, although this is 

a	
�    key	
�    issue,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    a	
�    difficult	
�    one.	
�    Re-

ducing the numbers of armed men 

and check points in the capital are 

only	
�    the	
�    first	
�    steps.	
�    
“It was clear that they could not 

complete the task, and in all cases 

there was some progress and this is 

going to be a process,” he said.

Inclusiveness

When Benomar visited Aden, he 

met with all different groups of the 

southern secessionist movements 

to hear their views on participation 

in the national dialogue.

“The difference between our 

talks with the Houthi leadership 

in Sa’ada and the movement in the 

south is that, while the Houthis 

have one main leadership, the 

Southern Movement is fragmented 

and has many different views and 

perspectives, with no consensus 

on the southern question. Political 

views are very divided,” he said.

The UN position is that the south-

ern issue will need to be addressed 

in the transitional period within 

the two-year mechanism through 

dialogue.

Benomar is concerned that Ye-

men is going through a very sensi-

tive period and dangerous times. 

The lack of inclusiveness, whether 

because not all political players 

want to be involved or the unpre-

paredness of some actors to engage 

in politics, will be harmful for Ye-

men. He believes that Yemen’s only 

solution for a successful transition 

is inclusiveness.

“The success of the next few 

months will be the foundation of 

what’s to come,” he said. “That is 

why what is happening now is very 

important.	
�     Reaching	
�     the	
�     Febru-

ary 21 elections is very important, 

and every effort will be made to get 

there with elections that will sym-

bolically be a new chapter for Ye-

men.”

“I will come again to Yemen if the 

Security Council decides to have 

another report on Yemen in 30 

days, which means I would have to 

be in Yemen in mid January to de-

liver my report on January 21.”

Women left behind

The number of women acting as 

ministers in the new government 

has come as a disappointment not 

only to the women’s movement but 

also to all international advocates 

for women including the United 

Nations.

As a representative of the United 

Nations, Benomar and his team 

tried	
�    to	
�    influence	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    initiative	
�    
agreement to include strong human 

rights protection. 

“In the context of women, we 

made many suggestions to make 

sure that the agreement is in line 

with the UN covenants and stan-

dards of women’s rights,” he said. 

“We urged the parties to make 

sure that women’s issues are ad-

dressed.”

“The	
�    final	
�    outcome,	
�    what	
�    is	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
agreement, is not completely what 

we had hoped for. We had wished 

for more.”

“Definitely,	
�    we	
�    want	
�     the	
�     govern-

ment to make a commitment to 

make sure that women are repre-

sented adequately.”

The suggestion was to have at 

least a minimum 20 percent quota 

of the women members of the gov-

ernment. Until some last stages 

of the drafting, this percentage 

was advocated for, but it somehow 

slipped	
�    off	
�    in	
�    the	
�    final	
�    version.
“The	
�    final	
�    outcome	
�    was	
�    language	
�    

to support the adequate participa-

tion of women rather than a clear 

percentage,” said Benomar. “But 

that’s that, and I believe there are 

various ways women can still make 

sure they are strongly present in 

the transition and one is through 

the dialogue national conference.”

He urged Yemeni women to be 

prepared with their agenda and ad-

vocacy strategies, and to play their 

rightful part in the transitional 

committees to be formed soon. The 

Gulf agreement states that all these 

committees will have to ensure ad-

equate representation of women, 

and Benomar therefore believes 

that this is a positive platform 

through which Yemeni women can 

play a strong role.

The second platform is through 

the national conference which will 

address a number of issues that will 

obviously affect women. 

“Yemeni women will have to be 

prepared well in advance so that 

they can raise their issues and lob-

by for them,” he insisted.

Youth must shape up

It is a well known fact that the youth 

have been and will continue to be a 

key player in Yemen’s uprising. But 

Benomar says the question is, To 

what extent are the youth shaping 

the political process? The fact that 

they are present in all squares and 

their voices are heard will create an 

opportunity for them to gradually 

ensure that their agenda for change 

is being implemented by the new 

government.

“The youth are organized, but 

they don’t have one leadership 

speaking in one voice,” he said. 

“They have a platform which they 

agreed on a long time ago.”

“The question and the test is to 

what extent they want to be present 

and participate in the national dia-

logue conference and how they are 

going to shape the agenda and the 

outcome of the conference. That is 

what I am looking forward to.”

Human rights violations

The government of Yemen is com-

mitted to implementing the resolu-

tion	
�    of	
�     the	
�    Human	
�    Rights	
�    Council	
�    
which calls on the government of 

Yemen to establish an investigation 

into any violations of human rights 

that occurred during these last few 

months. It calls for an independent 

and impartial investigation com-

mittee according to international 

standards.

The new government of national 

unity has committed to this and 

has accepted this UN council reso-

lution, and will therefore need to 

ensure the implementation.

“We have to see what the outcome 

is,” said Benomar on the investiga-

tion results. “But it does not matter 

who is found guilty because, as far 

as the UN is concerned, people who 

committed violations need to be 

held to account regardless of who 

they are.”

He emphasized that this is clear-

ly indicated in the Security Council 

resolution and in the resolution of 

the	
�    Human	
�    Rights	
�    Council:	
�    People	
�    
who commit violations have to be 

held accountable.

However, whether this investiga-

tion will include for example the at-

tempted assassination on the presi-

dent	
�     or	
�     any	
�     other	
�     sensitive	
�     files	
�     is	
�    
up to the Yemeni government.

“The government will still have 

to make the terms of reference and 

the scope of this investigation and I 

have not seen them, so I don’t know 

what will be included in this inves-

tigation and what is not,” said the 

UN special adviser on Yemen.

Global interest

Yemen’s dynamics are different 

from any other country’s, even coun-

tries with a similar tribal structure 

such as Libya. These coming weeks 

are going to be a very complicated 

and a delicate period for Yemen as a 

first	
�    phase	
�    of	
�    the	
�    transition.	
�    
But Benomar says the interna-

tional community and the UN will 

stay focused on Yemen.

“The international community 

will remain engaged and the Secu-

rity Council will remain engaged, 

and this is why, now when I look at 

Yemen’s process, any entity respon-

sible for derailing the presidential 

elections will have to face conse-

quences,” he warned.

Concluding on a positive note, 

Benomar said that there are good 

signs of cooperation among mem-

bers of the government of national 

unity, and that hopefully they will 

be able to sail through the Febru-

ary presidential elections in a way 

to mark the start of a new era for 

Yemen.

“We’ll see,” he concluded.
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Benomar to the Yemen Times:

“Inclusiveness, inclusiveness

and more inclusiveness”

During his visit to Yemen this December, Jamal Benomar, the United Nations 

Secretary General’s Special Advisor on Yemen, urged stakeholders in Yemen’s 

future to shape up for the next few crucial weeks.

It does not matter 
who is found 
guilty because, as 
far as the UN is 
concerned, people 
who committed 
violations need to 
be held to account 
regardless of who 
they are.

There are various 
ways women can 
still make sure 
they are strongly 
present in the 
transition.
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 First anniversary of the Arab Spring
 sparked from Tunisia
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“To make Yemen 
a good world 
citizen.” 

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
 (1951 - 1999)
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Many Yemenis today are considering not participat-
ing in the presidential elections due on February 
21, 2012. The reason is obvious: It is a done deal. I, 
like many others, thought: “Why should we take the 
trouble, when there is an agreed candidate? With or 

without our vote, Vice President Hadi will be the next president ac-
cording to the Gulf initiative anyway.”

But that was only recently when a new friend pointed out to me 
how participation legitimizes or delegitimizes elections. Even the 
agreed upon candidate needs Yemenis’ votes to put him in office le-
gally. Without the votes, even if he is there, his legitimacy as presi-
dent becomes tainted.

These elections are not about Hadi himself. They are about turning 
a new leaf in Yemen’s history. We need them to really put an end to 
the previous regime.

Imagine if, this time round, only a few hundred thousands of Ye-
menis went to ballot boxes to remove Saleh from power, instead of 
the millions that put him there in the 2006 elections. What would this 
say about the revolution and the transition? What message would it 
send out to the new president?

I used to think, since the political parties agreed on Hadi, let them 
put him in office. But whether I like it or not, Hadi actually is the 
best option now for Yemen’s transition. And as a responsible citizen, 
I need to be part of making it happen. It is also my right to vote as an 
adult Yemeni, so why should I give it up?

Imagine, when all votes are counted this time, Saleh looking at the 
numbers and seeing that hardly anyone went to vote him out. Imagine 
the smirk on his face saying to the international community: “Didn’t I 
tell you? Yemenis want me and would not vote for anyone else.”

I don’t want that. 
I want us to go through a real transition, to get the regime off our 

shoulders, even if the new government is half and half, and even if the 
new president is from the GPC. But at least it is a coalition govern-
ment with some color in it, rather than the old one party rule.

I will participate in the coming elections. A new candidate other 
than Hadi might even receive a majority of the votes. Who knows? Ar-
ticle 108 of the constitution says that at least two candidates have to 
run in the presidential elections for them to be approved, and already 
some potential candidates have voiced the will to run. Let’s see. 

In all cases, when it is time, I will go and “thumb” my imprint on 
Yemen’s history. If you are Yemeni and older than 18, you should 
too.

Yemenis should
participate in the upcoming 

presidential elections
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By: Yoel Guzansky
& Benedetta Berti
The National Interest 

Many pundits and 
government	
�     officials	
�    
have praised the 
“Arab Spring” as a 
prelude to the rise of 

a new and more democratic Middle 
East.	
�     But	
�     it	
�     is	
�     difficult	
�     to	
�     reconcile	
�    
this notion with the images of grow-
ing intersectarian violence within the 
region, such as the recent anti-Shiite 
attacks perpetrated in the course of 
the celebration of the Shiite Ashura 
festival on December 5 and 6. The 
event, a traditional catalyst for inter-
sectarian violence, served as a pow-
erful reminder that identity politics 
continue to play a major role in the 
region.

Indeed, these Arab uprisings, 
while fueled by widespread desires 
for more freedom at the grassroots 
level, demonstrate that preexisting 
religious identities were never aban-
doned in favor of new national ones 
and that Middle Eastern politics are 
still	
�    very	
�    much	
�    based	
�    on	
�    group	
�    affili-
ation and identity politics.

As the region undergoes massive 
political and social unrest, these pre-
existing divisions seem to be height-
ened rather than lessened. Still, they 
have been taking different forms: 
from a growing religious-secular 
divide in Tunisia and Egypt to clan-
based tensions in Libya and Yemen to 
a general worsening in the majority-
minority relationship across the re-
gion. But one of the most important 
preexisting cleavages emerging to 
shape the Arab Spring is the Shiite-
Sunni	
�    conflict.

In other words, the Arab Spring 
has deepened preexisting divisions 
in ethnically and religiously hetero-
geneous countries within the Middle 
East. These interethnic identities 
and loyalties have shaped the ongo-
ing social and political struggle, not-
withstanding that the initial protests 
centered on socio-economic griev-
ances.	
�     In	
�     fact,	
�     the	
�     vaguely	
�     defined	
�    
demands of the protests, the lack of 
cohesive civil societies and the ob-
vious	
�     difficulties	
�     that	
�     the	
�     regimes	
�    
face in responding to demands have 
all led to situations in which protest 
movements are increasingly resort-
ing to sectarian identities as a means 
to promote cohesion and unity of 

purpose. This, in turn, carries a tre-
mendously high potential to spur in-
ternal violence and threaten local and 
regional stability, especially in states 
with a delicate ethnic fabric.

The case of Syria offers an exam-
ple. There the ruling Alawite minori-
ty (which rightly or wrongly has been 
identified	
�    with	
�     the	
�     Shiites)	
�     is	
�     facing	
�    
growing protests, mainly from the 
Sunnis. Meanwhile, other ethno-re-
ligious minorities within Syria, such 
as the Christians and the Kurds, have 
been mostly at the margins of the pro-
tests. Although they feared backlash 
against their communities, they now 
reportedly are starting to arm them-
selves. This ongoing sectarian strife 
in Syria also heightens the already 
high level of tensions between the re-
gion’s Sunni and Shiite communities, 
particularly in neighboring Lebanon. 
Thus, ethnic and religious cleavages 
have not been subdued by the Arab 
Spring. Rather, a mix of identity and 
geostrategic politics has contributed 
to deepening preexisting divisions.

Bahrain is another example. The 
unrest there is fueled by serious sec-
tarian discrimination against the 
Shiite majority. The achievements of 
the Shiites in Iraq and Lebanon and 
the rising status of Iran may have 
sparked the political awakening and 
increasing socio-political demands 
among Shiites in Bahrain. And the 
king’s repeated attempts over the 
years to contain the protests by al-
lowing greater Shiite participation in 
the political process has not soothed 
Shiite sensibilities. Actually, they 
have made the demonstrations more 
frequent and severe.

The same predicament also applies 
to Saudi Arabia. In Riyadh’s view, 
these protests represent a serious 
threat that is part of a larger Iranian 
plot to incite the Shiite communities 
to insurrection. In this context, the 
beginning of the Syrian protests in-
deed represented a true watershed in 
the development of the Arab Spring.

Before the Syrian uprising, it ap-
peared that the fall of authoritarian 
regimes in Tunisia and Egypt would 
benefit	
�     the	
�    «Shiite	
�    Crescent»	
�     led	
�     by	
�    
Iran. But the Sunni camp in gen-
eral	
�    and	
�    Saudi	
�    Arabia	
�    specifically	
�    re-
ceived a golden opportunity when the 
protests spread to Syria. Turning its 
back on Assad and on the post-2008 
process of Syrian-Saudi reconcilia-
tion, the Saudis now wish to see him 

overthrown, as this would result in 
both Iran loosing a major regional 
ally and Saudi Arabia enlarging and 
strengthening its own Sunni camp. 
In Saudi Arabia’s view, if Assad fell, 
Iran would return to its “natural” 
size. This would be a positive devel-
opment for the Sunni camp, second 
only to the fall of the Islamic Repub-
lic itself.

The Saudis never stopped thinking 
of the Shiites as an internal as well as 
external security problem because 
of their geographical and ideological 
proximity to Iran and Saudi needs to 
protect its huge oil reserves. These 
Saudi fears were heightened recently 
when the Shiite community rose up in 
arms against the regime in October, 
hinting at a shift in the relationship 
between them and the Sunni royals.

In Yemen, the new government 
will have to confront a host of inter-
nal threats to the country’s stability. 
Since the start of the current wave of 
unrest, the Shiite rebels have sought 
to take advantage of the power vac-
uum by expanding the areas under 
their	
�    influence.	
�    In	
�    practice,	
�    they	
�    now	
�    
control the entire Sa’ada governor-
ate as well as extensive areas along 
the border with Saudi Arabia. One of 
their goals is to gain access to the Red 
Sea and thus secure weapons-supply 
routes from Iran. This threatens not 
just to escalate the internal civil war 
within Yemen but also to draw in 
more outside forces. Yemen could 
thus	
�     become	
�     another	
�     battlefield	
�     in	
�    
the war for regional hegemony.

These developments suggest that 
the 2009-2010 Saudi military inter-
vention against the Shiite-Houthis on 
its border with Yemen might not have 
been the isolated occurrence many 
assumed.

In Iraq, the forthcoming US with-
drawal is seen by some Iraqi Sunnis 
as an invitation for Shiite Iran to be-
come more involved in Iraq. Recent 
events in Syria could heighten these 
concerns because the possible col-
lapse of the Assad regime and the 
rise to power of a Sunni-dominated 
regime could increase Iranian in-
volvement in Iraq in order to counter-
balance the loss of an ally. Although 
the Arab Spring has yet to arrive in 
Iraq, the growing unrest at the re-
gional level has so far had a negative 
impact on sectarian relations within 
the country, with both sects appear-
ing to take a more confrontational 
approach vis-à-vis the other.

Most worrisome is the possibility 
that these trends could explode into 
a much larger geostrategic and politi-
cal divide between two blocks – Iran 
and	
�     its	
�    «Radical	
�    Axis»	
�    versus	
�    Saudi	
�    
Arabia and/or Turkey constituting a 
“Sunni camp.”

Scholars and decision makers are 
still struggling to understand the 
complexities of this ongoing turmoil, 
in particular the Sunni-Shiite divi-
sion. In this sense, developments 
within Syria are paramount since the 
fall of Assad could increase sectarian 
Sunni-Shiite tensions both within 
Syria and across the region.

Yoel Guzansky is a research fellow 

at the Institute for National Security 

Studies at Tel Aviv University and a 

former member of Israel’s National 

Security Council. Benedetta Berti 

is a research fellow at the Institute 

for National Security Studies, a lec-

turer at Tel Aviv University and the 

coauthor of Hamas and Hezbollah: 

a Comparative Study (John Hopkins 

University Press, 2012).

The Arab Spring’s violent turn
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You are one of few ophthalmic 

surgeons in Yemen for cornea 

transplantations. Is there a de-

mand for this in Yemen? And 

where do you get the corneas 

from?

Corneal transplantation is a very 
important surgery everywhere 
and not only in Yemen.  Corneal 
opacities disease is the fourth most 
common cause of poor vision and 
blindness in Yemen after cataract, 
glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy. 
For that reason, there is a huge de-
mand for corneal transplantation 

in Yemen and most cases are done 
by me and my team in the Magrabi 
hospital in Sana'a.

There are also other centers that 
offer this service in Sana'a and 
Aden.  Corneas in our hospital come 
from the United States of America 
and from the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.

Magrabi Eye Hospital is lo-

cated	
�    in	
�    a	
�    cross	
�    fire	
�    range	
�    Did	
�    

that affect your work and the 

number of patients during the 

clashes?

Yes, it affected our work and the 
number of patients we routinely 
see. Also if affected the safety of our 
staff and patients.
The most dramatic effect on our 

services was in the middle of Sep-
tember 2011 after the Zubairy Street 
and Kentucky roundabout massa-
cre. We closed the hospital for two 
to three weeks, as no one was able 
to go in or go out that area.

Fortunately, things improved in 
the beginning of October and we 
were able to go back to our normal 
services gradually. During that pe-
riod, we opened a new centre in 
Khamseen Road to follow up with 
our patients who were not able 
to come to our facility in Zubairy 
Street.

Are there any cases coming to 

you because of the armed con-

flict?

Most of the cases due to armed con-
flict	
�    were	
�    treated	
�    in	
�    local	
�    hospitals.	
�    
Complicated cases, especially those 
who need a corneal or retinal spe-
cialist, were referred to our hospital 
for further management by all in-
volved parties.

Is there any relation between 

the smoke coming from elec-

tricity generators and eye sen-

sitivities?

The eye is very sensitive to changes 
in environment, so any smoke from 
any source can affect the eye and 
produce different types of allergic 
diseases	
�    and	
�    inflammations.

There has been an increase in 

the	
�    use	
�    of	
�    firecrackers	
�    since	
�    the	
�    

Eid holidays. What dangers do 

these pose for children’s eyes 

in particular?

Unfortunately,	
�    firecrackers	
�    damage	
�    
to the eye is serious, and most of the 
time we lose vision and sometimes 
the eye itself has to be removed. 
Firecrackers during holidays or 
marriage celebrations are usually 
set off by inexperienced young chil-
dren or adolescents. 

They usually lose control of the 
firecracker	
�     or	
�     the	
�     firecracker	
�     is	
�     di-
rected to the wrong direction and 
usually affects the eye and some-
times both eyes.

Also some of the new types of 
firecrackers	
�    are	
�    low	
�    quality,	
�    unsafe,	
�    
and can blow up or burn the person 
before he starts using them.

We have spoken to the authorities 
many times and even written ar-
ticles	
�    about	
�    the	
�    danger	
�    of	
�    firecrack-
ers to the eyes, but still cases are on 
the increase.

Now as we in winter, what are 

there seasonal allergies that 

Yemenis should be aware of?

During autumn and winter, sea-
sonal allergic eye diseases in Yemen 
are very rare because of the cold 
weather.
Seasonal allergic eye diseases start 
to appear during spring and sum-
mer because of pollens and dust and 
a majority of allergic eye diseases 
appear during these warm seasons.

Any other relevant informa-

tion you think the readers 

must know?

An eye examination should not 
be performed only when we have 
problems with our eyes.  It has to 
be done on a regular basis.  When 
we are young we have to visit our 
eye doctor every three or four years, 
and when we get above the age of 
40 we should visit him or her every 
one or two years. Prevention is usu-
ally better than cure!
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Dr.	
�    Mahfouth	
�    A	
�    Bamashmus	
�    to	
�    YT:

“Yemenis need to take 

more care of their eyes” This weekly column disseminates health information to readers in Yemen 
and	
�   beyond.	
�   Dr.	
�   Siva	
�   currently	
�   works	
�   at	
�   Aden	
�   Refinery	
�   Company	
�   Hospital.	
�   

Lifestyle	
�    diseases	
�    and	
�    cancer	
�    prevention	
�    are	
�    his	
�    special	
�    interests.	
�   

Complementary	
�   medicine	
�   and	
�   naturopathy	
�   are	
�   his	
�   passions.

HhEeAaLlTtHh

	
�   	
�   	
�   WwAaTtCcHh By: Dr. Siva

Heart diseases are the number one killer across the globe. It 
doesn’t discriminate anyone. It strikes males and females, 
young and old - basically all and any. When we say heart 
diseases, we mean multiple conditions that affect the heart 
and blood vessels. Heart disease includes coronary artery 

disease, pulmonary heart disease, and hypertension.
The good news is that most types of heart disease are preventable and 

can be managed or even treated through a combination of diet, exercise, 
medication, and monitoring. While many people are aware they have 
should have a healthy heart, they may not know exactly what is used to 
measure heart health.

Heart health is determined by a few health indices such as blood 
pressure, weight, and blood sugar. Each health index is a number and 
each index has a range which is considered acceptable. If your number is 
outside the range then you should be concerned. Regular appointments 
with your doctor can help you keep track of these health indexes. Here are 
a few of the most important health numbers you should know and why 
they matter.

Blood	
�    pressure

One of the most principal vital signs of a heart disease is Blood pressure. 
Blood pressure is the force of blood pushing against blood vessel walls. It’s 
measured with two numbers:
Systolic: The top number is the pressure when the heart beats.
Diastolic:	
�    The bottom number is the pressure when the heart rests 
between beats.
Numbers:	
�     Safe: Lower than 120/80 mmHg (Less than 120 systolic 

and less than 80 diastolic is normal).
Risky:	
�    Equal	
�    to	
�    or	
�    higher	
�    than	
�    140/90.

A	
�     reading	
�     over	
�     120/80	
�     up	
�     to	
�     139/89	
�     is	
�     considered	
�     pre-hypertension.	
�    
However take the reading multiple times to verify. High blood pressure 
often has no symptoms, but increases the heart’s workload and raises 
the risk of heart attack, heart failure, stroke, or kidney problems. Even 
if your blood pressure is normal, you should consider making lifestyle 
modifications	
�     to	
�     prevent	
�     the	
�     development	
�     of	
�     high	
�     blood	
�     pressure	
�     and	
�    
improve your heart health.

Cholesterol

Cholesterol is a soft fat-like substance in your blood stream and cells. Our 
body uses it to make cell membranes, hormones, Vitamin D, and bile salts 
for absorption of fat. There are 3 different types of cholesterol:
High-density	
�    lipoprotein	
�    (HDL) is the healthy or “good” cholesterol.
Low-density	
�    lipoprotein	
�    (LDL) is the unhealthy or “bad” cholesterol.
Triglyceride which is the kind of cholesterol that comes from unhealthy 
fats.
Only about 20 percent of the cholesterol we need comes from the food we 
eat. The remainder (approximately 80 percent), is made by our liver.
Numbers:

The numbers for LDL, HDL and triglycerides combine to give a “lipid 
profile”	
�    score,	
�    but	
�    the	
�    three	
�    individual	
�    scores	
�    are	
�    most	
�    important.
Safe:	
�     Total	
�     cholesterol: Lower than 200 mg/dl (milligrams per 

deciliter of blood)
LDL: Lower than 100 mg/dl. If you are at a very high risk for heart 

disease, then lower than 70 mg/dl.
HDL: Higher than 50 mg/dl for women, and higher than 40 mg/dl for 

men.
Triglycerides: less than 150 mg/dl
Risky:

Total	
�    cholesterol: Higher than 200 mg/dl
LDL:	
�    Higher than 160 mg/dl
HDL:	
�    Less than 40 mg/dl
Triglycerides: Higher than 200 mg/dl

Although cholesterol is essential for life, high levels are associated with 
atherosclerosis. Cholesterol builds up in the artery walls causing high 
blood pressure, heart attack and stroke.

Blood	
�    Sugar

Blood glucose level is also important number. Blood glucose, also commonly 
referred to as blood sugar, is used to evaluate the presence of diabetes. 
Blood sugar can be accurately measured after an eight-hour fast.
Numbers:	
�     Safe:	
�    Lower than 100 (mg/dl)

Risky: 100 to 125 (mg/dl)
High blood sugar leads to diabetes and, in the long run, ailments such as 
high blood pressure, kidney disease, visual problems, heart disease and 
stroke.

Body	
�    Mass	
�    Index	
�    (BMI)

Body Mass Index (BMI) is a mathematical formula of weight and height. 
This	
�    is	
�    an	
�    indicator	
�    of	
�    your	
�    body	
�    fat,	
�    a	
�    quick	
�    way	
�    to	
�    see	
�    if	
�    you	
�    are	
�    overweight.	
�    
To calculate your BMI, take your weight in kilogram and divide it by your 
height in meters. Then divide that number by your height in meters 
again.
Numbers:	
�     Safe:	
�    18.5	
�    to	
�    24.9	
�    (22.9	
�    for	
�    Indians)

Risky: 30 or higher
If it is higher, that means you are obese. Obesity, in the long run, is linked 
to several heart diseases. Proper diet and exercise will help you curtail it.

Waist Size

According to several recent studies, waist size may be better indicator of 
heart disease risk than the traditional Body Mass Index (BMI). The major 
drawback of BMI is that it does not take into account a persons body 
composition. For example, a body builder may have little body fat and yet 
have a BMI well over 25 due to the large amount of muscle he carry.

Waist size gives a good indication of the amount of fat a person is carrying, 
particularly around the stomach area. Abdominal fat is considered an 
important risk factor for cardiovascular diseases such as coronary heart 
disease and stroke.
Numbers:	
�     Safe:	
�    Should be 35 inches or less for women and no more 

than 40 inches for men.
Risky:	
�    Higher than 35 inches for women and 40 inches for 
men.

Higher waist size increases your risk of cardiovascular disease, metabolic 
problems, diabetes and high blood pressure. To measure your waist size, 
get a non-elastic measure tape and measure around your belly button.

Numbers will reveal the hidden facts. Knowing your numbers will allow 
you recognize your actual heart health. So, if you haven’t had a physical in 
a while, make an appointment and get your blood tests run.

Courtesy: Lifemojo

Heart health by numbers

Dr.	
�     Mahfouth	
�     Bamashmus,	
�     FRCSEd	
�     FRCOphth,	
�     is	
�     Associate	
�    

Professor	
�    of	
�    Ophthalmology	
�    at	
�    Sana'a	
�    University.	
�    He	
�    is	
�    also	
�    the	
�    

Medical	
�    Director	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Magrabi	
�    Hospital	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    and	
�    

is a well known as a Cornea, Refractive and Phaco Surgeon. He 

talked to The Yemen Times about several issues that concern eye 

problems in Yemen.

The	
�    Magrabi	
�    hospital	
�    had	
�     to	
�     close	
�    down	
�     for	
�    around	
�     three	
�    weeks	
�    during	
�     the	
�    armed	
�    conflict	
�    on	
�    

Zubairi Street, now operations are back to normal although the bullet holes remained.

Dr.	
�    Mahfouth	
�    Bamashmus
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26 December, 2011 READERS VIEW

A damaged mosque at the old city in Sa’ada which was affected by the shelling 

between government and Houthi armed groups in 2008. 

YT Photo by Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Picture of the Week

6

By: Naji Gazali

naji734@gmail.com

As a Muslim and a Yeme-
ni, I think this issue can’t 
be shunned or swept un-
der the carpet for fear 
of diminishing religious 

values and teachings with respect to 
customs and traditions.

In fact, the Yemen Times is step-
ping into uncharted territory by 
entertaining and engaging with the 
above question. Friendship between 
men and women is not a new issue 
for our society; what is new is the 
mild reception of approval it has re-
ceived in the last decade. This recep-
tion has come from the media, which 
sees that such relationships are very 
important for market growth. 

Now every channel or TV station 
competes to show romantic or other-
wise unaccepted relationships – the 
best example being the Turkish se-
ries, “The Forbidden Love” - without 
any regard for the sanctity of such 
relationships, bestowed upon both 
men and women by almighty Allah 
and spoken of in Surat Al-Hujerat: 
“O Mankind! We have created you 
from a male and a female, and made 
you into nations and tribes, that you 
may know one another. Verily, the 
most honorable of you in the Sight of 

Allah is the believer who has Taqwa 
[piety and righteousness]. Verily, Al-
lah is all-knowing, all-aware.”

Therefore, this honorable rela-
tionship, where a brother shares a 
thought with a sister to better their 
community, should not be misin-
terpreted as seduction or unlawful 
affection. Both are asked to protect 
their chastity equally. Allah sees 
us male and female - equal in our 
rights, dues and obligations. Allah 
said, “Surely for men who submit to 
Allah and for women who submit to 
Allah, for believing men and for be-
lieving women, for devout men and 
devout women, for truthful men and 
truthful women, for steadfast men 
and steadfast women, for humble 
men and humble women, for chari-
table men and charitable women, for 
fasting men and fasting women, for 
men who guard their chastity and 
women who guard their chastity, 
for men who remember Allah much 
and for women who remember Al-
lah much, for all of them Allah has 
prepared forgiveness and a mighty 
reward.” In fact, if we look closely at 
the law that punishes fornication or 
adultery, we would see that the main 
idea is to protect the honor of the 
community and to preserve peoples’ 
honor and rights...not to punish 
them. Allah said “And those who ac-

cuse chaste women, and produce not 
four	
�    witnesses,	
�    flog	
�    them	
�    with	
�    eighty	
�    
lashes, and reject their testimony 
forever. Indeed, they are those who 
are disobedient to Allah.”

Still, this issue must be seen as a 
reality that faces our generation. We 
must be honest and forthcoming 
and encourage that its practice is in 
accordance with religious teaching 
and traditional values. Such is clear-
ly stated in the Hadith which forbids 
the sexes from being alone with each 
other – this must include cyber-
space also, with such forms of com-
munication as chatting, unless such 
communication is open to viewers at 
both ends.

Friendship is a great idea and 
should be extended across sexes, 
but always with guidance, internal 
and external supervision and, most 
importantly, fear of Allah in every 
move and gesture. The worldwide 
film	
�     industry	
�     has	
�     sent	
�     out	
�     a	
�     shock	
�    
wave of misinterpretation concern-
ing such friendship.

That friendship which is geared 
by passion, looks, and feeling is 
definitely	
�     forbidden	
�    and	
�    should	
�    not	
�    
be approved of. On the other hand, 
honoring human relationships and 
friendship based on chastity, honor, 
and dignity for both sexes must be 
celebrated and enjoyed. By: Mubeen Esam

mibo_time@yahoo.com

Our world, particularly 
in the last 10 years, be-
came like a small village 
where we can contact 
anyone in any country 

so quickly. This came as a result of 
advancements in technology, which 
have facilitated contact with friends 
and family, wherever they may be.

The mobile phone is an essen-

tial part of our lives

The mobile phone is soaring past all 
other traditional wireless means of 
communication, including the lap-
top computer, television, newspaper, 
library, personal diary, or even the 
credit card. It is indispensable for the 
great majority of people, to the point 
that we can’t imagine our lives with-
out it. The mobile phone can be seen 

carried by men, women, students, 
workers, businessmen, laborers, chil-
dren and even the unemployed.

Habit

When we meet our friends, we of-
ten boast about our new models of 
mobile phones and ask one another 
about the newest models introduced 
to the local market.

In Yemen

The country’s telecommunications 
and information technology sec-
tors have witnessed -since Yemen 
achieved unity and the republic was 
announced in 1990 – rapid steps in 
development, putting them in line 
with progress made by other nations. 
Such development has only been 
strengthened, particularly in the last 
five	
�    years,	
�    by	
�    covering	
�    Yemen	
�    with	
�    a	
�    
modern communications network.
They are therefore considered among 

the most advanced telecommunica-
tions and information technology 
sectors in the Arab world.

A	
�    first	
�    step

In Yemen, mobile phone service was 
unknown before 1990. It was intro-
duced two years later, in May 1992. 
Our	
�    country,	
�    then,	
�    was	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    first	
�    
nations in the region to receive such 
service. 

As a result of the state’s concern for 
this sector, it has been open to invest-
ment projects.

Three private communications 
companies were established.

 Besides these, the Thuraya service 
provides users with worldwide ac-
cess.

The prevalence of cell phones has 
led to their use as a replacement for 
personal visits and meetings with rel-
atives and friends during certain oc-
casions, especially the Eid holidays.

By: Mohammed Ali Al-Raawy

alraawy007@yahoo.com

I usually buy the Yemen Times 
paper and I often read Nadia’s 
articles. I do not agree with 
her in many of the topics she 
discusses in her editorials. 

But the last article on Monday Dec. 
5, 2011 won my admiration and ap-
proval. Particularly the idea of angry 
protestors and revenge.

After signing the GCC deal, we 
all must think of the good of our 
beloved country Yemen, forgetting 
other things. It is not a matter of re-
venge, it is a matter of a whole coun-

try’s future, which is at stake. It is a 
matter of lost security and a dying 
economy.

Yemen is bleeding money, re-
sources, and most importantly souls 
of a young generation. We do not 
want to see more killings and more 
victims. We are all Yemeni and must 
protect each other.

The main goal of the revolution 
was achieved and others will come 
by time.

Let not our interests and dreams 
be superior or prior to Yemen’s in-
terest.	
�     Yemen	
�     should	
�     be	
�     first	
�     in	
�     all	
�    
we do.
Those	
�     who	
�     sacrificed	
�     their	
�     souls	
�    

for Yemen, their dream was to see 
Yemen progressive and peaceful. Let 
us achieve what they died for.

Ten months passed, during which 
we missed many things, we missed 
security, peace of mind and love for 
each other.

We already won freedom in all 
types though. Therefore, let us now 
focus on improving education, re-
freshing	
�     the	
�     economy	
�     and	
�     fighting	
�    
corruption.

Let us work together to see Yemen 
prosperous. Let us love each other 
and care of each other, proving our 
Prophet’s saying, “Yemenis are most 
kind-hearted and affectionate”.

Yemen and the GCC

The mobile phone in Yemen

Friendship between boys and girls



Educational qualifications Diploma in  4
accountancy - National institute, 
Experience in the field for 4 Years, To 
connect: 700536832 - 734729434
Bachelor of English, diploma of  4
secretary, experienced ad tourist 
guide, administrator, documentation, 
photoshop, business corespondance, 
teaching. 712577448
BA degree in Arabic, very good in  4
both English/French, looking for a job 
in French family/teaching English at 
home, private school, institutes. 
735404162, 734750811
Ali Al-Kadas, translator E/A-A/E with  4
good French and excellent computer 
skills. 777770471
Riyadh Hammadi, English and  4
computer teacher and translator. 13 
years experience as an English 

teacher especially 3rd secondary. 
734882907, 772255235
Bachelore of accountancy, diploma of  4
secretary, excellent computer skill, 
good spoken and written English, 
store keeper, inventory control, site 
administrator. 733409652
Abduljaleel Faisal, 22 yars, teacher of  4
English, media and business 
translator, business correspondant, 
good communication skills. 
735042383
An experienced English teacher,  4
want to give private lessons for any 
level. 700258937
Mohammed, bachelor of English,  4
diploma in computer, worked as a 
translator, business correspondant 
officer and teacher. Seeks part time 
job. Hodeidah city 770742901
Khalid, 10 years experiece in  4
administration, documentation, 
secretariate. Fluent in English, 

computer skill. 711239117
BA degree in French, computer  4
diploma, have an experince for 5 
years in the following field: 
secretariate and administration, 
sales and marketing, logistics and 
teaching. 777565320.
Bachelore in accountancy from  4
Sana'a university, diploma of 
secretary, Excel (computer), courses 
in English, good written and spoken, 
store keeper for 3 years, inventory 
control and purchasing followup for 
6 years, site administtrator for one 
year. 733409652
Indian National, master degree in  4
commerce above 15 years 
experience as senior level in 
commercial office manager, 
marketing, project stc. ready to join 
immediately with good companies. 
711445354

A student advisor is required.  4
Excellent speaking and writing skill 
both in Arabic and English, computer 
skills. For more detailed job 
descriptions mail: jobsys3@gmail.
com
Marketing and publicity person  4
required for a campaign for a new 
school. Call 733455645

rainbows@y.net.ye

The following are the books I am  4

searching for and require asap
Imam Abdullah al-Aydarus's kitaab1. 
named al-Kibrit al-Ahmar
(commentary)
Iqd al-Yawaqit al-Jawhariyyah Habib2. 
Muhammad al-Habshi's Shaykh,
Habib Idrus Umar al-'Idrus
Tuhfatul Ikhwan  by  Shaykh3. 
Syihabuddin Ahmad bin Hijazi book
Sh Abdul Hamid Quds - Kanz4. 
al-Najah wa al-Surur
Sh al-Islam Zakariyyah al-Ansari5. 
wrote a book or compilation on the
Friday Khutba (sermons) - في	
�    
	العلیية�     التحفة

	المنبریية�    الخطب
And also the following (probable1. 
Yemeni scholars)
Sayyid Muhammad Naqib al-'Attas in2. 
his translation of 'Aziz u'l Manaal 
(The Rare Gift)
Al-Habib3. 

Erefaan Abrahams
EAbrahams@metropolitan.co.za

Expert in numerology of birthday,  4
reads hand writing and palm. 
77003647.

Aden, Al-Tawahi 4thfloor appartment,  4
contains 4 bedrooms, hall, big 
balcon, seaview. Jabar 771433757, 
734201785
New offices are available for rent at  4
Aman Tower - Zubairy street . 
735870015
We have apartement for rent consists  4
of three rooms, one kitchen, two 
bathroomes  and a hall. Location in 
Mujahad street. Contact: 711140184

Appartment without furnture. contains  4
3 bedroom, hall, 2bathrooms, kitchen. 
Abo Ali: 777448617

Used Kama Diesel Generator for  4
sales at very ood price. Model KDE 
10TA3, 400v. 711172805, 77080917
Second-hand vehicles of all sizes  4
and brands, in a good shape, used 
by embassies and foreign 
companies. 714700805
Mitsubishi - Pajero year 2003,  4
Mileage 170 000km Engine ia in 
excellent consition. Tel: 733174993

726 December, 2011

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 199, Fire Brigade 
191,Water Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, Accident 
(Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 262111/3, 
Ministry of Communication 325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  
282061, Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian    01 446064/5/8

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 Fax:260824 
02 - 270347 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
  Tel. 264775 ,264702. Fax. 264703,503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank   274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

Hartz    Sana'a: 01 440309
  Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26
British Institute for
languages & Computer  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221

Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170  Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975  Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751
DHL  01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services 01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     01-472192/3
World Shipping    01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008 
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889

Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

  Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029        Hodeidah   219941/4/6
Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13

  Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34

  Hodeidah: 219545/8
Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,      
Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,    Mukalla: 304292,     Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe Tel: 01 505290  
  01 266375   

Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

  Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools Sana'a 448258/9

Taiz 205593 
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-French 
-German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-
Turkish-Eriterea-Amharic. Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 
02-221270

Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep. by IS academy      
Tel. 01 - 535700 - 733061203 Fax: 535702

University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441

Aden: 234533 / 234960 
Queen Arwa University Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 
01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports w01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

 Classifieds
Coupon for Free Classified Ads. (All Personal Ads - All Free of Cost)
❒For Sale   ❒Required    ❒Available   ❒For Lease
❒For Hire/Rent    ❒Job Require    ❒Situation Vacant    ❒Others

Details:

Contact Address:

 Please cut this coupon and send it to Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 

For more info. call 268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics & 
Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
•  Air/Sea/Land forwarding.
• Packing/Land Transportation.
• International door to door services.
• Warehousing /Logistical planning.
• Customs clearance/Local

Visa/Documentation handling.
• Real Estate Services.
• Ticking Reservations & General

Tourism Services.
• Courier Services.

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

Cargo

Coffee Break
 Sudoku

 Crossword

 Chess

Sudoku

Chess: Rc1+
Cross Words:
Across: 7 Stripe; 8 Sprite; 10 Apostle; 11 Tires; 12 Even; 13 Tiers; 17 Bench; 18 Ripe; 22 Rites; 23 
Press-up; 24 Priest; 25 Esprit.
Down: 1 Ashamed; 2 Crooked; 3 Spite; 4 Upstart; 5 Piers; 6 Verse; 9 Periscope; 14 Persist; 15 
Piastre; 16 Respite; 19 Tripe; 20 Strip; 21 Feast.

Easy Intermediate Difficult

 Solutions

Black	
�    plays	
�    and	
�    wins	
�    in	
�    the	
�    2nd	
�    move

ACROSS

7. Band (6)
8. Elf (6)
10. Disciple (7)
11. Wearies (5)
12. Level (4)
13. Rows (5)
17. Form (5)
18. Mature (4)
22. Religious ceremonies (5)
23. Exercise (5-2)
24. Church minister (6)
25. Liveliness (6)

Down

1. Remorseful (7)
2. Bent (7)
3. Malice (5)
4. Parvenu (7)
5. Jetties (5)
6. Poetry (5)
9. Item of submarine

equipment (9)
14. Persevere (7)
15. Monetary unit (7)
16. Pause (7)
19. Offal (5)
20. Undress (5)
21. Banquet (5)



By: Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Mikael Strandberg, 
49, a Swedish ex-
plorer who has 
traveled to 125 
countries, recent-

ly completed a 14-day journey by 
camel from Tehama and Zabid to 
Sana'a to "prove that Yemen is a 
safe country."

On Thursday, Strandberg arrived 
at the Old City of Sana'a with his 
Yemeni companion, Amin, and a 
camel laden with luggage and water 
bottles.

Even after such an arduous jour-
ney, he was very vigorous and en-
ergetic.

"Three years ago, I fell in love 
with this fantastic country and its 

people," he said while surrounded 
by hundreds of Yemeni onlookers 
in the Old City of Sana'a.

"The reason I came here this time 
was that I heard so much nega-
tive information about Yemen," he 
added, before describing Yemen as 
a fantastic country.

Strandberg decided to start a 
journey to show the world that there 
is no danger in Yemen.

"I've done it. There is no danger, 
no problem and I proved that Ye-
men is safe," he said. "Ninety-nine 
percent of Yemenis are hospitable, 
kind and helpful."

He indicated that Yemen has a 
potential for growth and conveyed 
a message to Yemenis, saying: "You 
have everything and you can lead 
your country towards becoming the 

richest country in the world."
Strandberg	
�    faced	
�    several	
�    difficul-

ties and challenges during his jour-
ney. "A lack of water and food and 
the hot weather were the biggest 
problems," he said.

He said however that the people 
he met along the way were very 
cooperative and kind. He was sur-
prised when anonymous people 
provided him with food and water 
in his tent.

Strandberg named his daughter 
Bilquis to honor Yemen and express 
his love for the country.
"You	
�     can	
�     find	
�     everything	
�     in	
�     Ye-

men. It's never boring," he said. "I 
admire Yemenis. They are still kind 
and generous despite their suffer-
ing	
�    and	
�    and	
�    despite	
�    a	
�    difficult	
�    situ-
ation.”

By: IRIN

Aid workers in Yemen, 
the Middle East’s poor-
est country, appear to 
have made some head-
way in broadening the 

mainstream narrative to include the 
deepening humanitarian crisis.

At a press conference in Dubai on 
18 December, heads of UN aid agen-
cies appealed to the media to better 
cover humanitarian needs which the 
UN says will continue to rise well 
into 2012, affecting more than eight 
million people. 

“Whenever you hear about Ye-
men, it’s always about security mat-

ters, anti-terrorism, Arab Spring, 
youth movement… Tagging onto 
that	
�     has	
�     been	
�     the	
�     fighting	
�     and	
�     the	
�    
political concerns,” the UN’s hu-
manitarian coordinator in Yemen, 
Jens Toyberg-Frandzen, told IRIN. 
“It isn’t the humanitarian that gets 
the headline.”

“In that whole messy picture, I 
don’t think many people are aware 
that the situation is as bad as it is 
now.” 

The UN says some seven million 
people in Yemen are food insecure 
- meaning they go to bed hungry or 
do not know where the next meal 
is coming from. That number could 
well double - to nearly two-thirds of 
the population - as up-to-date data 
is collected, Toyberg-Frandzen said. 
Malnutrition rates in several parts of 
the country are already well beyond 
emergency threshold levels.

Yemen is also home to half a mil-
lion	
�    people	
�    displaced	
�    by	
�    conflict	
�    in-
ternally, and more than 210,000 ref-
ugees and 500,000 migrants, mostly 
from	
�     the	
�    Horn	
�    of	
�    Africa.	
�    These	
�    fig-
ures are increasing, and the UN ex-
pects the number of internally dis-
placed to rise to 700,000 next year.

Measles and cholera have broken 
out sporadically, and the Ministry of 
Health fears polio could re-emerge 

as basic health services have broken 
down and people can no longer af-
ford medication amid a shattered 
economy.

Aid agencies are appealing for 
US$447 million to help the country 
in 2012, a 54 percent increase on last 
year’s consolidated appeal. Where 
the UN used to target its aid towards 
those	
�    who	
�    were	
�    affected	
�    by	
�    conflict,	
�    
namely refugees and displaced peo-
ple, it now sees large needs among 
average Yemenis.

The humanitarian situation wors-
ened	
�    significantly	
�    after	
�    anti-govern-
ment protesters took to the streets in 
February 2011. Government forces 
cracked down violently on the pro-
testers, who were eventually sup-
ported by armed tribesmen and op-
position forces, bringing the country 

to the brink of civil war. A political 
deal has returned some degree of 
calm to the most-affected cities of 
Sana’a and Taiz, but aid workers 
say the deal will have little imme-
diate impact on the humanitarian 
situation, especially in the north and 
south,	
�     where	
�     separate	
�     conflicts	
�     in-
volving rebels, separatist forces and 
al-Qaeda-affiliated	
�     militants	
�     con-
tinue. 

Repeated warnings

“Maybe we haven’t done enough to 
speak out and make everyone under-
stand,” Geert Cappelaere, the head 
of the UN Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF) in Yemen, told IRIN. 

That, despite repeated warnings 
for months of a “looming crisis” due 
to “shocking” malnutrition rates - 

warnings that have led to little re-
sult. 

 “[It’s] a broken record,” he said. 
“But it is a record we need to con-
tinue playing because the day Yemen 
is going to hit the wall, then nobody 
will [be able] to tell us that we have 
never warned [that it would] hap-
pen.”

The message seems to have 
reached several international me-
dia outlets, with headlines reading: 
“Worsening humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen” and “Yemen 'could be an-
other Somalia’.” 

Now it’s a matter of convincing the 
donors. 

The UN also has appealed for 
more organizations on the ground to 
help deliver programmes to people 
in need in hard-to-reach areas.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

YT Person of the Year

Every year The Yemen Times selects a person whom we recognize as being 
constrively	
�    active	
�    during	
�    2011	
�    for	
�    the	
�    benefit	
�    of	
�    Yemen.	
�    This	
�    person	
�    does	
�    not	
�    
have	
�    to	
�    be	
�    a	
�    prominent	
�    figure,	
�    it	
�    could	
�    be	
�    a	
�    simple	
�    man	
�    or	
�    woman	
�    who	
�    gave	
�    
to his community and helped development on a local or a national scale.
The Yemen Times Person of the Year needs to have a good reputation and 
respect of the community.
Help us decide.. Cast your nomination to ytreaders.view@gmail.com 
telling us whom you have chosen and why. Don’t forget to tell us about how 
you came to know this person and your contacts so that we reach you to 
know more.
Don’t forget, this is your contribution and recognition of this person. Last 
date to send nominees is Friday Dec. 30, 2011.

HELP US DECIDE!
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YEMEN: Changing the narrative

Children lining up for propane gas in Sanaa amid unprecedened 

shortage of the community that increased its price by 300 

percent.
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“No danger in Yemen”

Strandberg, the Swedish explorer has traveled 14-day journey in Yemen by camel from Tehama 

and Zabid to Sana’a to prove that Yemen is a safe country.
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