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Abyan’s displaced people 
take risk and return home

By: Abdulkareem Al-Nahari

AL-BAIDA, Jan. 18 — Some 365 

prisoners in Al-Baida governorate’s 

Rada’ district were freed on Mon-

day by a group believed to be Al-

Qaeda	
�    affiliates.	
�    

According to a Republican Guard 

source in Al-Sawadia who request-

ed that his name not be revealed, 

this group is the same as that which 

surrounded the Republican Guard 

in Yafe’ in early 2011.

According to locals, the prisoners 

were in Rada’s central prison, and 

165 of them had been sentenced to 

death.

The group – which calls itself An-

sar Al-Sharia – killed two soldiers 

at a checkpoint on Monday, kid-

napped 11 more, and left with two 

military vehicles. 

Persons from Rada’ told the Ye-

men Times that security forces are 

still looking for the prisoners.

Some perceive that the freeing of 

prisoners may be part of plans to 

assassinate	
�    government	
�    figures.

Ansar Al-Sharia said that they 

appointed Al-Dhahab as their lead-

er and that they want to declare 

Rada’ to be an Islamic emirate. 

Al-Dhahab, who entered Rada’ 

on Saturday, appeared on the BBC 

saying that he only wanted to stay 

in Al-Ameria mosque. 

According to the TV interview, 

Al-Dhahab said that he did not 

seize Rada’; rather, the move was 

simply about refusing injustice. He 

said that he had dealt with political 

parties in Yemen such as the So-

cialist, Islah and General People’s 

Congress parties, but he did not 

feel there is any use for them. 

Al-Dhahab is the son-in-law of 

Anwar Al-Awlaki, the American-

born Muslim cleric and leading Al 

Qaeda's	
�    affiliate	
�    in	
�    Yemen.

Continued on page 2

By: Fuad Mussed

ABYAN, Jan. 18 — Around 2,500 

displaced people from Abyan gov-

ernorate, south Yemen, have re-

turned home to Zunjubar in a col-

lective march of vehicles.

They	
�     had	
�     fled	
�     to	
�     Aden	
�     last	
�    May	
�    

in	
�    a	
�    bid	
�    to	
�    escape	
�    fierce	
�    fighting	
�    be-

tween armed Islamists and the Ye-

meni army, and were forced to live 

in a number of the city’s schools.

However, their return took place 

amid a worsening humanitarian 

and security situation, with battles 

continuing in several areas of Aby-

an between the army and Islamists 

– known as Ansar Al-Sharia, or

Sharia Supporters, but thought to

be Al-Qaeda.

Nadeer Kandh, a journalist from 

Abyan who accompanied the con-

voy, said the armed group held a 

welcoming festival for people re-

turning home to Zunjubar, the cap-

ital of Abyan, 55 km east of Aden.  

Abyan’s internally displaced 

people (IDPs) attempted to return 

to the city two weeks ago, but the 

armed Islamists prevented them, 

forcing them back to Aden.

And while some citizens are hap-

py that they were allowed to return 

this time, others do not trust the 

occupying men.

“I’m afraid that this is just a de-

ception by the armed group to at-

tract other displaced people home, 

so they can enforce their Islamic 

state,” said Abdulelah Mohamed, a 

university student of Abyan.

The armed men are currently 

running two main areas of Abyan; 

Zunjubar, the capital of the gover-

norate, and Ja’ar city, after taking 

control of both in May 2011.

The brutal battles, which erupted 

after the men took over the two cit-

ies, left thousands of people dis-

placed and living in dire conditions 

in Aden and Lahj. Violent confron-

tations between the Islamists and 

government forces also caused 

huge damage to public and private 

buildings, particularly in the capi-

tal Zunjubar. 

Local citizens told the Yemen 

Times that Ansar Al-Sharia has 

been running government institu-

tions, including the local authority 

and education system.

They have been also imposing 

their own Islamic system on citi-

zens. In schools for example, stu-

dents now chant religious songs 

instead of singing the national an-

them.     

 “The atmosphere of panic is still 

prevailing the city of Zunjubar due 

to ongoing battles and this is why 

the rest of the displaced people – 

estimated at thousands – prefer to 

stay in IDP camps in Aden’s rather 

than risk return,” explained Mo-

hamed.

“People’s homes are in a bad con-

dition and some houses have been 

completely destroyed,” he added. 

“Zunjubar has turned into a ghost 

town	
�    after	
�    people	
�    fled	
�    their	
�    homes,	
�    

shops were shut down and the elec-

tricity is off.”

Abyan’s displaced people who 

remained in Aden expressed their 

misgivings about returning due to 

the lack of security and what they 

deem	
�    an	
�    unfinished	
�    war.

Um Mohamed, one of the dis-

placed women, lives with her chil-

dren in a school room in Crater 

district, Aden. She said it will be 

difficult	
�     for	
�     her	
�     to	
�     return	
�     home	
�    

since their house in Zunjubar was 

completely	
�     destroyed	
�     in	
�     the	
�     fight-

ing.

“Despite the bad situation we live 

in here in Aden, the journey home 

is not yet safe,” said Um Mohamed.

For his part, Khaled, also dis-

placed in Aden, said his relatives 

– who returned to Zunjubar – are

complaining of a lack of amenities.

“Their homes have been destroyed

and there is an urgent need for ba-

sic food since shops are all closed,”

he said.

The city is experiencing repeated 

power outages, no clean drinking 

water and no transportation in ad-

dition to the insecurity residents 

face.  

Returnees said the armed men 

share dominance of Zunjubar with 

some units of the Yemeni army, 

adding that the distance between 

military units and armed men in 

some areas is no more than a few 

meters so clashes can easily erupt 

unexpectedly. 

“A number of streets and neigh-

borhoods are blocked because of 

landmines that could explode at 

any moment,” said Kandh.

However, a member of Ansar 

Al-Sharia played down the current 

situation. “Zunjubar is calm nowa-

days and Ansar Al-Sharia has wel-

comed the returnees to their homes 

and showed their cooperation in 

facilitating all the services they 

need,” said Abu Tamam.

“[Ansar Al-Sharia] has also sup-

plied returnees with water and 

promised to solve the power out-

ages,”	
�    he	
�    added.	
�    “People	
�    didn’t	
�    flee	
�    

Zunjubar because of mistreatment 

by Ansar Al-Sharia, but because 

their homes were destroyed by gov-

ernment’s forces,” he claimed. 

Around 40.000 displaced peo-

ple live in schools – often without 

water or electricity – in Aden and 

Lahj, and families complain of a 

shortage in the number of beds and 

blankets, according to the UN’s De-

velopment Programme (UNDP).

The displaced people also accuse 

the government’s Camps Executive 

Unit of manipulating IDP funds 

and relief aid, claiming that the 

unit receives funds and relief assis-

tance from international and local 

organizations but the IDPs see only 

little	
�    benefit.	
�    	
�    

While he recognized that IDPs 

in Aden are suffering and not ac-

cessing enough food aid, Wadah 

Hamas,	
�     supervising	
�     officer	
�     of	
�     aid	
�    

distribution in Aden, stressed that 

the Camps Executive Unit was not 

confiscating	
�    food	
�    aid.

“The response of aid organiza-

tions is slow and that is why people 

complain to us since we have to dis-

tribute one camp’s share to many,” 

he said. 

Read more on page 3.
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An Umbrella Which 

Serve your Objects . . .

Al-Qaeda	
�    affiliates	
�    free	
�    prisoners

Around 2,500 of Abyan’s displaced people have returned home amid insecurity and a 
humanitarian crisis in Zunjubar, though many thousands remain in Aden.
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Armed men, thought to be Al-Qaeda, have taken control of 
Rada’ in Al-Baida and set up their own security checkpoints.

Universal Rent a Car 
Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

hertz-yemen@universalyemen.com

Think Smart... Turn to the 
Road Experts
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JOB VACANCY
International Institution in Sana’a is looking for a competent Driver.
Details are as follows:

Job Title: Driver

Qualification:
• Residents	
�    in	
�    Sana’a

• Local	
�    Driver’s	
�    License

• Experience	
�    of	
�    at	
�    least	
�    three	
�    years	
�    of	
�    Driver	
�    job

• Fluent	
�    speaker	
�    in	
�    both	
�    English	
�    and	
�    Arabic

• Good	
�    personality,	
�    with	
�    loyalty

• Preferably	
�    a	
�    person	
�    with	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    Security	
�    Guard

Office	
�    Hours: 08:30 – 17:30
• When	
�    necessary,	
�    obliged	
�    to	
�    staff’s	
�    instruction	
�    anytime.

Payment:	
�    upon	
�    personal	
�    capability	
�    (payment	
�    negotiable)

Interested	
�     applicants	
�     are	
�     required	
�     to	
�     submit	
�     a	
�     resume,	
�     personal	
�    

introduction	
�     letter,	
�     and	
�     scanned	
�    passport	
�    photo	
�     through	
�     the	
�     e-mail	
�    

(yemen@mofat.go.kr)	
�    no	
�    later	
�    than	
�    Jan	
�    27,	
�    2012
Applications	
�    are	
�    accepted	
�    in	
�    English	
�    and	
�    Arabic.

URGENTLY REQUIRED TO WORK IN

RIYADH	
�    /	
�    JEDDAH	
�    -	
�    SAUDI	
�    ARABIA

SALES	
�    ADMINISTRATOR
For	
�     a	
�     trading	
�    firm	
�     in	
�     the	
�    field	
�     of	
�    Pipes,	
�     Fittings,	
�    Valves,	
�     and	
�    

associated	
�     products	
�     with	
�     Bachelors	
�     Degree	
�     in	
�     engineering,	
�    

Computers	
�     or	
�     else	
�     and	
�     good	
�     command	
�     of	
�     English	
�     language,	
�    

both	
�    written	
�    and	
�    Communication.	
�    Able	
�    to	
�    work	
�    with	
�    minimum	
�    

of	
�     supervision.	
�     Minimum	
�     5	
�     Years	
�     experience	
�     as	
�     Sales	
�    

Administrator	
�    in	
�    trading	
�    firm.

ALL	
�    QUALIFIED	
�    APPLICANTS	
�    MAY	
�    APPLY	
�    
ENCLOSING	
�    CV	
�    WITH	
�    COPIES	
�    OF	
�    CERTIFICATES	
�    
AND	
�    A	
�    RECENT	
�    COLOUR	
�    PHOTOGRAPH	
�    TO:

current.jobs11@yahoo.com
Fax	
�    No.	
�    +966	
�    1	
�    2919310
Mobile	
�    No.	
�    +966	
�    555271928

EMBASSY	
�    OF	
�    INDIA,	
�    SANA’A
REPUBLIC	
�    DAY,	
�    2012

The	
�    Embassy	
�    of	
�    India,	
�    Sana’a	
�    cordially	
�    invites	
�    all	
�    Indian	
�    nationals	
�    and	
�    

persons	
�    of	
�    Indian	
�    Origin	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Republic	
�    of	
�    Yemen,	
�    along	
�    with	
�    their	
�    

families,	
�    to	
�    join	
�    in	
�    the	
�    celebrations	
�    of	
�    the	
�    63rd	
�    Republic	
�    Day	
�    of	
�    India	
�    

on	
�    Thursday,	
�    the	
�    26th	
�    January,	
�    2012	
�    at	
�    the	
�    Embassy	
�    premises	
�    (Street	
�    

No.	
�    24,	
�    Near	
�    Y	
�    Building,	
�    Haddah	
�    Zone,	
�    Sana’a).	
�    All	
�    are	
�    requested	
�    to	
�    

assemble	
�    at	
�    the	
�    Embassy	
�    by	
�    0845	
�    hours,	
�    as	
�    the	
�    flag	
�    hoisting	
�    ceremony	
�    

would	
�    take	
�    place	
�    sharply	
�    at	
�    0900	
�    hours.	
�    	
�    

[Mobile	
�    Phones/	
�    Bags	
�    etc.	
�    are	
�    not	
�    allowed	
�    inside	
�    the	
�    premises.]

By:	
�    Mohammed	
�    bin	
�    Sallam

SANA’A,	
�     Jan.	
�     18	
�     –	
�     Vice	
�     President	
�    

Abdo	
�    Rabo	
�    Mansour	
�    Hadi	
�    denied	
�    any	
�    

possible	
�    delay	
�    of	
�    next	
�    month’s	
�    presi-

dential	
�    elections,	
�    due	
�    to	
�    take	
�    place	
�    on	
�    

February	
�    21.	
�    

This	
�     followed	
�     comments	
�     by	
�     For-

eign	
�     Minister	
�     Abu	
�     Bakr	
�     Al-Qirbi,	
�    

made	
�    during	
�     the	
�     cabinet’s	
�    Gulf	
�     tour	
�    

to	
�    lobby	
�    support	
�    for	
�    Yemen.

“I	
�    hope	
�    the	
�    elections	
�    will	
�    take	
�    place	
�    

on	
�     time	
�     but	
�     unfortunately	
�     there	
�     are	
�    

some	
�     risks	
�     concerning	
�     security	
�     and	
�    

if	
�    these	
�    security	
�    challenges	
�    and	
�    flaws	
�    

are	
�    not	
�    dealt	
�    with	
�    –	
�    which	
�    is	
�    the	
�    re-

sponsibility	
�    of	
�     the	
�    national	
�    coalition	
�    

government	
�    in	
�    coordination	
�    with	
�    the	
�    

other	
�    political	
�    parties	
�    –	
�    it	
�    will	
�    be	
�    dif-

ficult	
�    to	
�    have	
�    the	
�    elections	
�    on	
�    Febru-

ary	
�    21,”	
�    he	
�    said	
�    in	
�    an	
�    interview	
�    with	
�    

Al-Arabiya	
�     TV	
�     channel.	
�     	
�     	
�     However,	
�    

Hadi’s	
�     office	
�     denied	
�     any	
�     delay,	
�     em-

phasizing	
�     the	
�     importance	
�     of	
�     having	
�    

the	
�     elections	
�     on	
�     time,	
�     saying	
�     it	
�     was	
�    

a	
�    necessity	
�    for	
�    all	
�    Yemenis.	
�    The	
�    Feb-

ruary	
�    21	
�    elections	
�    will	
�     take	
�    place	
�    on	
�    

time	
�     regardless	
�    or	
�     any	
�     circumstanc-

es,	
�    it	
�    said.

However,	
�    Abdulhafeedh	
�    Al-Nahari	
�    

deputy	
�     media	
�     spokesperson	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

General	
�     People’s	
�     Congress	
�     party,	
�    

which	
�     the	
�     foreign	
�     minister	
�     belongs	
�    

to,	
�    said	
�    that	
�    although	
�    timely	
�    elections	
�    

was	
�    a	
�    priority,	
�    the	
�    Foreign	
�    Minister’s	
�    

comments	
�    were	
�    based	
�    on	
�    reality	
�    and	
�    

should	
�    be	
�    considered	
�    as	
�    a	
�    red	
�    flag.

“The	
�     security	
�     situation	
�     is	
�     getting	
�    

worse	
�    and	
�    this	
�    is	
�    based	
�    on	
�    the	
�    lack	
�    of	
�    

seriousness	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Joint	
�    Meeting	
�    Par-

ties	
�    who	
�    are	
�    in	
�    control	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Ministry	
�    

of	
�    Interior,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    

“They	
�     are	
�     using	
�     the	
�     youth	
�     to	
�     es-

calate	
�     their	
�     violent	
�     protests	
�     and	
�     the	
�    

conflict-inciting	
�    speech	
�    remains.”

A	
�     source	
�     at	
�     the	
�    GPC,	
�    who	
�    wished	
�    

to	
�    remain	
�    anonymous,	
�    said	
�    there	
�    are	
�    

plans	
�     to	
�     postpone	
�     the	
�     presidential	
�    

elections	
�    to	
�    May	
�    22	
�    –	
�    unification	
�    day	
�    

for	
�    north	
�    and	
�    south	
�    Yemen.

“The	
�    GPC	
�    block	
�    in	
�    the	
�    parliament	
�    

is	
�    going	
�    to	
�    present	
�    this	
�    recommended	
�    

date	
�    within	
�    the	
�    coming	
�    few	
�    days	
�    if	
�    the	
�    

security	
�    situation	
�    remains	
�    the	
�    same,’’	
�    

he	
�    said.

Mohammed	
�     Abu	
�     Luhoom,	
�     Presi-

dent	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Justice	
�    and	
�    Construction	
�    

opposition	
�    party,	
�    said	
�    it	
�    is	
�    not	
�    wise	
�    to	
�    

postpone	
�     the	
�    elections	
�    and	
�     that	
�     this	
�    

will	
�    “make	
�    the	
�    current	
�    crisis	
�    worse”.	
�    

It	
�    “totally	
�    contradicts	
�    the	
�    Gulf	
�    initia-

tive	
�    and	
�    will	
�    delay	
�    the	
�    country’s	
�    sta-

bility,”	
�    he	
�    added.

Al-Qaeda	
�    affiliates	
�    free	
�    
prisoners
 Al-Dhahab demanded that the govern-
ment release 400 individuals whom he 
said were “arrested arbitrarily.”

According to sources close to Al-
Dhahab, he also asked the authorities 
to release his brother, Nabeel Al-Dha-
hab, who was arrested by political se-
curity forces. His brother had been at-
tempting to travel to Iraq by way of Syria 
to participate in Al-Qaeda operations. 

A source from the security forces 
told the Yemen Times that security 
units supported by tribesmen continue 
to surround Ansar Al-Sharia. The latter 
seized the local council headquarters, 
Rada’ fort, and the Al-Ameria school 
and mosque.

Mohammad Al-Qawsi, head of the 
Rescue Police, sent soldiers from the 
Republican Guard to remove the Isla-
mists from Rada’. 

Locals have said that members of 
Ansar Al-Sharia have had clashes with 
armed persons believed to be Houthis. 
One from Ansar Al-Sharia was killed and 
sandbags were placed by the Houthis, 
apparently readying themselves for the 
possibility of confrontations.

Mohammad Abdulla, 33, of Rada’ 
told the Yemen Times that security 
forces, along with forces belonging to 
Jaroon – a tribesman from Al-Baida – 
are surrounding Rada’. 

Ahmad Al-Samawi of Rada’ said 
that people feel panicked and that 
they	
�    might	
�     flee	
�     their	
�     homes	
�     if	
�     clashes	
�    

between the Islamists and the security 
forces arise. 

According to a source from security 
forces stationed in Dhamar, 100 km 
southern Sana’a, Ansar Al-Sharia had 
collaborated with tribesmen to seize 
Republican Guard camps there.

Al-Dhahab has established a training 
camp in Qaifa, between Dhamar and 
Marib. Armed groups were recruited 
to make explosives, according to local 
sources in Dhamar. 

Houthis, who, starting in 2004, have 
had six rounds of war with the gov-
ernment, have accused the regime of 
submitting the district to the Islamists, 
drawing a connection with the surren-
der of Abyan to Al-Qaeda in May. 
Opposition-aligned	
�     military	
�     figures	
�    

have accused the regime of planning 
for such a scenario with the aim of de-
laying early elections set to be held in 
February.

By:	
�    Shatha	
�    Al-Harazi

SANA’A,	
�     JAN.	
�     18	
�     –	
�     The	
�     Yemeni	
�    

parliament	
�    postponed	
�    for	
�    the	
�    third	
�    

time	
�    its	
�    vote	
�    on	
�    Ali	
�    Abdullah	
�    Saleh’s	
�    

immunity	
�    law,	
�    after	
�    it	
�    was	
�    approved	
�    

by	
�    the	
�    cabinet	
�    last	
�    month.	
�    

On	
�    Wednesday,	
�    the	
�    cabinet	
�    apol-

ogized	
�    for	
�    not	
�    attending	
�    the	
�    parlia-

mentary	
�     session,	
�     which	
�     required	
�    

the	
�     attendance	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Minister	
�     of	
�    

Justice	
�    for	
�    discussion	
�    on	
�    the	
�    vote.

In	
�    a	
�    letter	
�    of	
�    apology,	
�    the	
�    	
�    cabinet	
�    

promised	
�    to	
�    attend	
�    on	
�    Monday.

Sheikh	
�    Ali	
�    Abdrabu	
�    Al-Qadhi,	
�    MP	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     independent	
�     bloc,	
�     told	
�     the	
�    

Yemen	
�     Times	
�     that	
�     the	
�     discussion	
�    

was	
�     postponed	
�     as	
�     the	
�    ministers	
�     of	
�    

Justice	
�    and	
�    Legal	
�    Affairs	
�    were	
�    both	
�    

absent.

“The	
�     parliament	
�     is	
�     demanding	
�    

that	
�     the	
�     cabinet	
�     be	
�     present,	
�     when	
�    

the	
�     cabinet	
�     has	
�     already	
�     done	
�     their	
�    

part	
�    by	
�    approving	
�    the	
�    law,”	
�    said	
�    Al-

Qadhi.	
�    

“The	
�    Minister	
�     of	
�     Legal	
�    Affairs	
�     is	
�    

supposed	
�     to	
�     be	
�     present	
�     when	
�     the	
�    

discussion	
�     on	
�     the	
�     law	
�     is	
�     opened,	
�    

but	
�     the	
�     Justice	
�    Minister	
�     has	
�     noth-

ing	
�     to	
�    do	
�    with	
�     the	
�     law	
�    so	
�    demand-

ing	
�    his	
�    presence	
�    is	
�    a	
�    waste	
�    of	
�    time,”	
�    

he	
�    added.	
�    

Al-Qadhi	
�     suggested	
�     on	
�     Sunday	
�    

that	
�    the	
�    parliament	
�    form	
�    a	
�    commit-

tee	
�    to	
�    handle	
�    the	
�    proposed	
�    law.	
�    “We	
�    

need	
�     to	
�     decide	
�     which	
�     issue	
�     comes	
�    

first,	
�    is	
�    it	
�    the	
�    elections	
�    or	
�    the	
�    immu-

nity	
�    law,	
�    as	
�    it	
�    was	
�    not	
�    verified	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

GCC	
�    deal,”	
�    he	
�    explained.

On	
�    Saturday	
�    and	
�    Sunday	
�    protest-

ers	
�    marched	
�    from	
�    Change	
�    Square	
�    to	
�    

the	
�    parliament	
�    calling	
�    for	
�    the	
�    law	
�    to	
�    

be	
�     dropped.	
�     The	
�     march	
�     was	
�     twice	
�    

blocked	
�     by	
�     soldiers,	
�     though	
�     it	
�     was	
�    

unclear	
�    whether	
�    they	
�    were	
�    defected	
�    

or	
�    pro-government	
�    troops.

“We	
�    chose	
�    the	
�    day	
�    the	
�    discussion	
�    

on	
�    the	
�    law	
�    was	
�    supposed	
�    to	
�    start	
�    at	
�    

the	
�    parliament	
�    but	
�    the	
�    soldiers	
�    did	
�    

not	
�    allow	
�    us	
�    to	
�    continue	
�    –	
�    they	
�    even	
�    

prepared	
�    their	
�    guns	
�    to	
�    shoot,”	
�    said	
�    

Eman	
�     Ali,	
�     who	
�     participated	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

march.

Talks	
�     on	
�     the	
�     immunity	
�     law	
�     are	
�    

not	
�     new,	
�     as	
�     it	
�     was	
�     first	
�     suggested	
�    

back	
�     in	
�     March	
�     when	
�     the	
�     Gulf	
�     Co-

operation	
�     Council	
�     (GCC)	
�     initially	
�    

proposed	
�     its	
�     power	
�     transition	
�     deal	
�    

in	
�    Yemen,	
�    but	
�     is	
�     only	
�    now	
�    coming	
�    

up for vote. 
A	
�     source	
�     close	
�     to	
�     negotiations	
�    

told	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     that	
�     one	
�     of	
�    

the	
�    disagreements	
�    on	
�    a	
�    political	
�    lev-

el	
�    stemmed	
�    from	
�    the	
�    fact	
�    that	
�    Saleh	
�    

did	
�    not	
�    want	
�    the	
�    law	
�    to	
�    include	
�    his	
�    

opponents	
�    Major	
�    General	
�    Ali	
�    Mohs-

en	
�     and	
�     the	
�     leaders	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Hashid	
�    

Tribal	
�     confederation.	
�     Both	
�     were	
�    

accused	
�    of	
�    the	
�    June	
�    3	
�    attack	
�    on	
�    the	
�    

presidential	
�     compound,	
�     which	
�     left	
�    

12	
�    dead	
�    and	
�    injured	
�    president	
�    Saleh	
�    

and	
�    other	
�    key	
�    government	
�    figures.

In	
�    December,	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    revolu-

tion	
�    turned	
�    towards	
�     institutions	
�    as	
�    

employees	
�     of	
�     government	
�     institu-

tions	
�    protested	
�    and	
�    went	
�    on	
�    strike,	
�    

commonly	
�    demanding	
�    the	
�    prosecu-

tion	
�    of	
�    “corrupt”	
�    officials	
�    and	
�    man-

gers	
�    –	
�    many	
�    of	
�    whom	
�    are	
�    members	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    General	
�    People’s	
�    Congress.

The	
�    proposed	
�    immunity	
�    law	
�    goes	
�    

against	
�     their	
�     demands	
�     if	
�     it	
�     is	
�     ap-

proved	
�     in	
�     its	
�     current	
�     form.	
�     It	
�     sug-

gests	
�     that	
�    seeks	
�     to	
�    grant	
�     immunity	
�    

not	
�    only	
�    to	
�    Saleh,	
�    but	
�    also	
�    to	
�    all	
�    who	
�    

worked	
�    with	
�    him	
�    in	
�    state,	
�    civil,	
�    mili-

tary	
�    and	
�    security	
�    institutions	
�    during	
�    

his	
�    rule.	
�    

Law	
�     expert	
�     Nabeela	
�     Al-Mufti,	
�    

said:	
�     “The	
�     problem	
�     is	
�     that	
�     the	
�     law	
�    

is	
�     too	
�     general,	
�     giving	
�     immunity	
�     to	
�    

all	
�     who	
�     worked	
�     with	
�     Saleh	
�     for	
�     33	
�    

years.	
�    This	
�    gives	
�    it	
�    a	
�    dangerous	
�    di-

mension.”

Another	
�    issue	
�    is	
�    the	
�    proposal	
�    that	
�    

the	
�    law	
�    be	
�    implemented	
�    both	
�    inside	
�    

and	
�     outside	
�     Yemen.	
�     “The	
�     Yemeni	
�    

parliament	
�     cannot	
�     dominate	
�     the	
�    

world	
�     parliaments	
�     and	
�     force	
�     them	
�    

to	
�     implement	
�     the	
�     immunity,”	
�     said	
�    

Al-Mufti.

Many	
�     Yemenis	
�     wonder	
�     whether	
�    

or	
�     not	
�     Saleh	
�     or	
�     his	
�     fellows	
�     can	
�     be	
�    

prosecuted	
�     outside	
�     of	
�     Yemen.	
�     Ac-

cording	
�     to	
�     Al-Mufti	
�     Saleh	
�     can	
�     be	
�    

prosecuted	
�    outside	
�    of	
�    Yemen	
�    but	
�    his	
�    

crime	
�    must	
�    have	
�    been	
�    committed	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    prosecuting	
�    country.	
�    	
�    However,	
�    

the	
�     International	
�     Criminal	
�     Court	
�    

(ICC)	
�    can	
�    still	
�    receive	
�    cases	
�    against	
�    

Saleh	
�     for	
�     crimes	
�     committed	
�     in	
�    Ye-

men	
�    –	
�    but	
�    any	
�    case	
�    must	
�    meet	
�    the	
�    

ICC	
�    standards	
�    as	
�    a	
�    humanitarian	
�    or	
�    

war crime.
“It	
�    is	
�    possible	
�    that	
�    a	
�    Yemeni	
�    per-

son	
�    could	
�    raise	
�    a	
�    suit	
�    against	
�    Saleh	
�    

for	
�     a	
�     crime	
�     that	
�    was	
�     committed	
�     in	
�    

Yemen	
�     in	
�     any	
�     of	
�     the	
�     81	
�     countries	
�    

that	
�    signed	
�    the	
�    Roma	
�    Law	
�    and	
�    be-

came	
�     a	
�     member	
�     of	
�     the	
�     ICC,”	
�     Al-

Mufti	
�     explained,	
�     adding	
�     that	
�     ICC	
�    

procedures	
�     are	
�     complicated	
�     and	
�    

lengthy	
�    but	
�    still	
�    possible.

Issues	
�    with	
�    the	
�    immunity	
�    law	
�    led	
�    

to	
�    the	
�    idea	
�    of	
�    a	
�    Transitional	
�    Recon-

ciliation	
�    Conference.	
�    The	
�    brainchild	
�    

of	
�     UN	
�     envoy	
�     Jamal	
�     Benomar,	
�     the	
�    

conference	
�    would	
�    serve	
�    as	
�    a	
�    way	
�    to	
�    

bring	
�     together	
�     Yemen’s	
�     conflicting	
�    

parties	
�    for	
�    a	
�    new	
�    beginning,	
�    forget-

ting	
�    past	
�    crimes	
�    but	
�    also	
�    proposing	
�    

compensation	
�     to	
�     victims	
�     and	
�     their	
�    

families	
�    –	
�    an	
�    idea	
�    that	
�    worked	
�    both	
�    

in	
�    Morocco	
�    and	
�    South	
�    Africa	
�    

“The	
�    law	
�    denies	
�    individuals	
�    their	
�    

right	
�     to	
�     prosecute;;	
�     the	
�     concept	
�     of	
�    

reconcilement	
�     should	
�     be	
�     by	
�     satis-

faction	
�     not	
�     by	
�     force,”	
�     she	
�     added.	
�    

“Any	
�     reconcilement	
�     should	
�     offer	
�    

something	
�     to	
�     the	
�     victims’	
�     families	
�    

and	
�    whoever	
�    was	
�    harmed	
�    by	
�    Saleh’s	
�    

regime.”

By:	
�    Mohamed	
�    Bin	
�    Sallam

SA’ADA,	
�     Jan.	
�     18	
�     –	
�     Reports	
�     of	
�     45	
�    

deaths	
�     in	
�     Sa’ada	
�     were	
�     denied	
�     yes-

terday	
�    as	
�    Houthi	
�    rebels	
�    in	
�    the	
�    north	
�    

of	
�     Yemen	
�     accused	
�     Saudi	
�     Arabia	
�     of	
�    

provoking	
�    conflict	
�    between	
�    Yemen’s	
�    

Salafis	
�    and	
�    the	
�    country’s	
�    Shiites.

“Yemen’s	
�    Salafi	
�    groups	
�    act	
�    accord-

ing	
�     to	
�     Saudi	
�     incitements	
�     to	
�     elimi-

nate	
�     Shiites	
�     from	
�     the	
�     area,”	
�    Houthi	
�    

spokesman	
�    Saleh	
�    Habra	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Ye-

men	
�    Times	
�    on	
�    Sunday.

A	
�    Salafi	
�    figure	
�    in	
�    Damaj	
�    of	
�    Sa’ada	
�    

denied	
�    the	
�    allegation,	
�    in	
�    turn	
�    accus-

ing	
�    the	
�    Houthis.	
�    “It’s	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    who	
�    

want	
�    to	
�    kick	
�    Salafis	
�    out	
�    of	
�    Damaj	
�    and	
�    

other	
�    northern	
�    areas,”	
�    he	
�    argued.

Bloody	
�     clashes	
�    have	
�     continued	
�     in	
�    

Hajja	
�     governorate	
�     between	
�     tribes	
�    

supporting	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�     and	
�     those	
�    

supporting	
�     the	
�     Islah	
�     party.	
�     Taking	
�    

place	
�     in	
�     A’him	
�     and	
�     Abu	
�     Dawar	
�     ar-

eas,	
�     the	
�    clashes	
�     led	
�     to	
�     the	
�    deaths	
�    of	
�    

about	
�    25	
�    people	
�    from	
�    both	
�    sides	
�    last	
�    

Wednesday	
�    and	
�    Thursday.	
�    

Local	
�    sources	
�    said	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    loyal	
�    

to	
�    Islah	
�    had	
�    carried	
�    out	
�    a	
�    surprise	
�    at-

tack	
�    on	
�    Houthis	
�    sites,	
�    with	
�    resulting	
�    

clashes	
�     leaving	
�     25	
�     killed	
�     and	
�     more	
�    

than	
�    20	
�    injured.

Fighting	
�    between	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    

Islah	
�     apparently	
�     continued	
�     Friday,	
�    

Saturday	
�     and	
�     Sunday,	
�     with	
�     both	
�    

sides	
�     exchanging	
�     gunfire	
�     in	
�     Abu	
�    

Dawar,	
�    the	
�    Houthis’	
�    main	
�    headquar-

ters	
�    in	
�    Hajjah	
�    province.	
�    

Sources	
�    added	
�    that	
�    a	
�    tribal	
�    recon-

ciliation	
�    headed	
�    by	
�    local	
�    Sheiks	
�    is	
�    at-

tempting	
�    to	
�    contain	
�    the	
�    situation	
�    and	
�    

prevent	
�    further	
�    bloodshed.	
�    

However,	
�    a	
�    local	
�    source	
�    at	
�    Hajjah	
�    

province’s	
�     Kashar	
�     district	
�     claimed	
�    

that	
�     Salafi	
�     men	
�     affiliated	
�     with	
�     Is-

lah	
�     declared	
�     war	
�     to	
�     free	
�     250	
�     local	
�    

mosques	
�     currently	
�     under	
�     Houthi	
�    

control.	
�    The	
�    Salafis	
�    want	
�    the	
�    mosques	
�    

handed	
�    over	
�     to	
�     the	
�     region’s	
�    Sunnis,	
�    

in	
�    the	
�    Abu	
�    Dawar	
�    area	
�    in	
�    particular,	
�    

where	
�     the	
�     Houthis	
�     have	
�     a	
�     massive	
�    

presence.
The	
�     situation	
�     in	
�    Sa’ada	
�    governor-

ate	
�    is	
�    similar	
�    to	
�    that	
�    in	
�    Hajja.	
�    Sheik	
�    

Mohammed	
�     Al-Yamani,	
�     spokes-

man	
�     for	
�     the	
�     so-called	
�     “Yemeni	
�    

Tribes	
�     Coalition	
�     to	
�     Support	
�     Salafis	
�    

in	
�    Damaj”	
�     in	
�    Kittaf	
�     district,	
�     Sa’ada,	
�    

said	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    attacked	
�    Salafi	
�    sites	
�    

on	
�     Wednesday	
�     and	
�     Thursday.	
�     The	
�    

clashes	
�     lasted	
�    until	
�     Sunday	
�     left	
�     two	
�    

Salafis	
�     dead	
�     and	
�     seven	
�     injured.	
�     Al-

Yamani	
�    was	
�    unable	
�     to	
�     comment	
�    on	
�    

Houthi	
�     casualties,	
�     though.	
�     Houthi	
�    

spokesperson	
�     Saleh	
�     Habra	
�     refused	
�    

to	
�     reveal	
�     the	
�     number	
�     of	
�    Houthi	
�     ca-

sualties.  
Al-Yamani	
�     added	
�     that	
�     continued	
�    

fighting	
�    meant	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    were	
�    

unable	
�    to	
�    collect	
�    their	
�    dead	
�    until	
�    Fri-

day	
�     evening.	
�     He	
�     expected	
�     that	
�     the	
�    

coming	
�     days	
�    would	
�     see	
�    more	
�     fight-

ing.	
�    “Tribes	
�    loyal	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Salafis	
�    have	
�    

managed	
�    to	
�    take	
�    over	
�    several	
�    moun-

tain	
�     sites	
�     where	
�    Houthis	
�     are	
�     estab-

lished,”	
�     he	
�     explained,	
�     adding	
�     that	
�    

they	
�    had	
�    also	
�    taken	
�    control	
�    of	
�    some	
�    

light	
�     and	
�    medium	
�    weapons,	
�     as	
�    well	
�    

as ammunition.
In	
�     the	
�     midst	
�     of	
�     these	
�     confronta-

tions,	
�     the	
�    Houtihs	
�     arranged	
�    a	
�    dem-

onstration	
�     of	
�     thousands	
�     of	
�     Sa’ada	
�    

residents	
�    on	
�    Friday,	
�    denouncing	
�    the	
�    

immunity	
�    given	
�    to	
�    President	
�    Ali	
�    Ab-

dullah	
�    Saleh	
�    and	
�    his	
�    regime.	
�    

The	
�    Houthis	
�    released	
�    a	
�    statement	
�    

on	
�     Wednesday	
�     evening	
�     accusing	
�    

Saleh’s	
�     101st	
�     Brigade	
�     of	
�     handing	
�    

military	
�     sites	
�     to	
�     pro-Salafi	
�     tribes	
�     in	
�    

Kittaf.
For	
�    his	
�    part,	
�    Al-Yamani	
�    denied	
�    the	
�    

Houthis’	
�     accusations	
�     and	
�     said	
�     they	
�    

are	
�    baseless,	
�     insisting	
�    that	
�    the	
�    101st	
�    

Brigade,	
�     led	
�    by	
�    general	
�    Fadl	
�    Hasan,	
�    

is neutral.
Al-Yamani	
�     expressed	
�     his	
�     desire	
�    

for	
�    the	
�    government	
�    to	
�    make	
�    further	
�    

efforts	
�    to	
�    take	
�    control	
�    of	
�    Saada	
�    gov-

ernorate	
�     and	
�     accused	
�     the	
�     regime	
�    of	
�    

providing	
�     facilities	
�     for	
�    Houthis	
�     and	
�    

of	
�    working	
�    against	
�    the	
�    Salafis	
�    in	
�    gen-

eral.
According	
�    to	
�    him,	
�    Saleh’s	
�    regime	
�    is	
�    

working	
�    to	
�    secure	
�    deals	
�    with	
�    Houthis	
�    

to	
�    bring	
�    about	
�    the	
�    failure	
�    of	
�    Yemen’s	
�    

revolution.	
�     Al-Yamani	
�     also	
�     claimed	
�    

that	
�    Houthis	
�    are	
�    being	
�    supplied	
�    with	
�    

weapons	
�    and	
�    oil	
�    returns.	
�    

He	
�     stressed	
�     that	
�     pro-Salafi	
�     tribes	
�    

will	
�     continue	
�     fighting	
�     Houthis	
�     un-

til	
�     the	
�     government	
�     gains	
�     control	
�     in	
�    

Sa’ada.	
�     He	
�     stated	
�     too	
�     that	
�     Houthis	
�    

should	
�    also	
�    stop	
�    taking	
�    tax	
�    and	
�    zakat	
�    

from	
�     Sa’ada	
�     citizens	
�     by	
�     force	
�     and	
�    

inciting	
�     sectarian	
�     strife,	
�     as	
�     well	
�     as	
�    

continuing	
�    to	
�    fight	
�    Salafis	
�    in	
�    the	
�    gov-

ernorate.
Habra,	
�    however,	
�    again	
�    denied	
�    the	
�    

allegations.	
�     “The	
�     Salafis	
�     have	
�     no	
�    

real	
�     presence	
�     in	
�     Sa’ada	
�     and	
�    Hajja,”	
�    

he	
�     claimed.	
�     “This	
�     is	
�     exaggerated	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    media,	
�    while	
�     Saudi	
�    Arabia	
�    pays	
�    

the	
�    Salafis	
�    to	
�    fuel	
�    a	
�    sectarian	
�    conflict	
�    

against	
�    Houthis	
�    in	
�    the	
�    area.”

Habra	
�     added	
�     that	
�     “80	
�     percent	
�     of	
�    

what	
�    has	
�    been	
�    reported	
�    in	
�    the	
�    media	
�    

on	
�    Sa’ada	
�    and	
�    Hajja	
�    is	
�    untrue.”	
�    

Questions	
�    over	
�    presidential	
�    election	
�    date

Parliament	
�    postpones	
�    
immunity	
�    vote	
�    for	
�    third	
�    time

Houthis	
�    accuse	
�    Saudi	
�    Arabia	
�    of	
�    
fostering	
�    sectarianism	
�   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Anti-regime	
�     protesters	
�     have	
�     been	
�     objecting	
�     the	
�     immunity	
�     law	
�    
since	
�    the	
�    second	
�    version	
�    of	
�    the	
�    GCC	
�    initiative	
�    was	
�    proposed.

Continued from page 1
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International Relief and Development, (IRD) 
Inc.,	
�     is	
�     a	
�     non-profit	
�     organization	
�     specializing	
�     in	
�    
international development and humanitarian 
assistance	
�    in	
�    over	
�    40	
�    countries	
�    and	
�    has	
�    been	
�    working	
�    
in Yemen for over two years.  IRD works with a wide 
range	
�     of	
�     partners	
�     to	
�     design	
�     and	
�     implement,	
�     and	
�    
provide technical assistance in the areas of health, 
economic development, relief, infrastructure, civil 
society and food security. 

IRD	
�    is	
�    seeking	
�    to	
�    fill	
�    the	
�    following	
�    positions	
�    to	
�    implement	
�    its	
�    programs	
�    in	
�    Yemen:

ELIGIBILITY OFFICERS (5 positions)
Education	
�    Requirements:
University	
�    Degree	
�    in	
�    Social	
�    Sciences	
�    or	
�    related	
�    field.	
�    Significant	
�    NGO	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    lieu	
�    of	
�    degree

Language	
�    Requirements: 
Fluent	
�    (reading	
�    and	
�    writing)	
�    in	
�    either	
�    English	
�    or	
�    Arabic;;	
�    	
�    

Knowledge	
�    of	
�    one	
�    or	
�    more	
�    of	
�    the	
�    following	
�    languages	
�    is	
�    preferred:	
�    Somali,	
�    Oromo,	
�    Tigrinya,	
�    Afar

Illustrative	
�    Activities:   
Use	
�    data	
�    collected	
�    from	
�    volunteer	
�    assessments	
�    to	
�    evaluate	
�    refugees	
�    for	
�    assistance	
�    eligibility;;•

Conduct	
�    follow	
�    up,	
�    home	
�    based	
�    assessments	
�    to	
�    determine	
�    refugee	
�    eligibility	
�    and	
�    needs;;•

Verify	
�    accuracy	
�    of	
�    information	
�    reported	
�    by	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteers;;•

Prepare	
�    and	
�    compile	
�    written	
�    reports	
�    and	
�    records;;	
�    and,•

Prepare	
�    reports	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Needs	
�    Assessment	
�    Committee.•

DATA ENTRY MANAGER (1 position)
Education	
�    Requirements:	
�    University	
�    Degree	
�    in	
�    IT	
�    or	
�    related	
�    field	
�    
Language	
�    Requirements:	
�    Fluent	
�    (reading	
�    and	
�    writing)	
�    in	
�    English	
�    AND	
�    Arabic	
�    
Illustrative	
�    Activities:   

Oversee	
�    and	
�    manage	
�    a	
�    team	
�    of	
�    Data	
�    Entry	
�    Volunteers	
�    inputting	
�    data	
�    from	
�    community	
�    assessments;;•

Ensure	
�    accuracy	
�    of	
�    data	
�    entry	
�    from	
�    source	
�    documents;;•

Maintain	
�    accurate	
�    filing	
�    and	
�    record	
�    keeping	
�    of	
�    primary	
�    data;;	
�    and,•

Produce	
�    analytical	
�    reports	
�    as	
�    requested	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Program	
�    Management	
�    Team•

ELIGIBILITY AND OUTREACH COORDINATOR (1 position)
Education	
�    Requirements: University Degree 
Language	
�    Requirements:	
�    Fluent	
�    (reading	
�    and	
�    writing)	
�    in	
�    English	
�    AND	
�    Arabic
Illustrative	
�    Activities:   

Manage	
�    a	
�    team	
�    of	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteers,	
�    Outreach	
�    Supervisors,	
�    and	
�    Eligibility	
�    Officers;;•

Guide,	
�    inform,	
�    explain	
�    and	
�    provide	
�    assistance	
�    of	
�    the	
�    daily	
�    duties	
�    to	
�    the	
�    team;;•

Prepare	
�    weekly	
�    work	
�    plan	
�    for	
�    Eligibility	
�    Officers	
�    and	
�    oversee	
�    Outreach	
�    Team’s	
�    weekly	
�    work	
�    plan;;•

Check	
�    and	
�    review	
�    all	
�    eligibility	
�    reports	
�    done	
�    by	
�    Eligibility	
�    Officers	
�    on	
�    a	
�    timely	
�    basis;;•

Ensure	
�    data	
�    accuracy	
�    through	
�    spot	
�    checks,	
�    telephone	
�    interviews,	
�    and	
�    other	
�    monitoring;;•

Chair	
�    the	
�    Needs	
�    Assessment	
�    Committee;;•

Monitor	
�    and	
�    supervise	
�    home	
�    visits	
�    together	
�    with	
�    volunteers	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    assess	
�    and	
�    support	
�    their•

work;;

Ensure	
�    that	
�    vulnerable	
�    cases	
�    receive	
�    assistance	
�    or	
�    referral	
�    services	
�    where	
�    appropriate	
�    and	
�    necessary•

Monitor	
�    related	
�    information	
�    dissemination	
�    performed	
�    by	
�    volunteers;;	
�    and,•

Produce	
�    regular	
�    monthly	
�    reports	
�    on	
�    the	
�    work	
�    of	
�    Eligibility	
�    Officers	
�    and	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteers	
�    in•

English.

Application Procedure
For	
�    all	
�    positions,	
�    applicants	
�    should	
�    send	
�    a	
�    CV	
�    and	
�    covering	
�    letter,	
�    both	
�    in	
�    English,	
�    to	
�    
irdyemen@irdglobal.org with	
�    the	
�    title	
�    of	
�    the	
�    position	
�    you	
�    are	
�    applying	
�    for	
�    in	
�    the	
�    title	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
email.	
�    	
�    The	
�    closing	
�    date	
�    for	
�    applications	
�    is	
�    January	
�    26th	
�    2012.	
�    

By:	
�    Shatha	
�    Al-Harazi

Usually	
�    it	
�    is	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    that	
�    

comes	
�     to	
�     mind	
�     when	
�    

talking	
�     about	
�     counter-

terrorism	
�     in	
�     Yemen.	
�    

While	
�    other	
�    relatively	
�    new	
�    and	
�    less	
�    

well-known	
�    groups	
�     took	
�    advantage	
�    

of	
�     Yemen’s	
�     insecurity	
�     during	
�     2011,	
�    

“Ansar	
�     Al-Sharia”	
�     appears	
�     to	
�     be	
�    

making	
�    the	
�    most	
�    gains.

A	
�    name	
�    that	
�    has	
�    become	
�    increas-

ingly	
�     familiar,	
�     Ansar	
�     Al-Sharia,	
�    

which	
�     translates	
�     as	
�     “Sharia	
�     Sup-

porters”,	
�     has	
�     spread	
�     through	
�     the	
�    

southern	
�    part	
�    of	
�     the	
�    country,	
�    mak-

ing	
�     governorates	
�     such	
�     as	
�     Shabwa	
�    

and	
�     Abyan	
�     its	
�     stronghold.	
�     The	
�    

group	
�    can	
�    also	
�    now	
�    be	
�    found	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

southern	
�    port	
�    city	
�    of	
�    Aden.

“We	
�    can	
�    easily	
�    tell	
�    if	
�    someone	
�    be-

longs	
�     to	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�     or	
�     not	
�     as	
�    

they	
�     talk	
�     together	
�     in	
�    classic	
�    Arabic	
�    

and	
�    they	
�    always	
�    mention	
�    the	
�    world	
�    

‘prince’	
�     in	
�     their	
�     talks,”	
�     said	
�     Salem	
�    

Mohammed,	
�    a	
�    resident	
�    of	
�    Aden.

Al-Qaeda’s new face
Tribal	
�     sheikhs,	
�     headed	
�     by	
�     sheikh	
�    

Hussein	
�    Ben	
�    Othimeen,	
�    did	
�    not	
�    see	
�    

the	
�    group	
�    itself	
�    as	
�    a	
�    threat	
�    when	
�    they	
�    

gathered	
�    in	
�    May	
�    and	
�    expelled	
�    Ansar	
�    

Al-Sharia	
�    from	
�    their	
�    districts,	
�    fear-

ing	
�    instead	
�    that	
�    the	
�    region	
�    could	
�    be	
�    

exposed	
�    to	
�    US	
�    drone	
�    strikes.	
�    

“Although	
�    they	
�    are	
�    nice,	
�    and	
�    dis-

tribute	
�    good	
�    books,	
�    we	
�    cannot	
�    risk	
�    

exposing	
�     our	
�     area	
�     to	
�     American	
�    

drone	
�    strikes	
�    because	
�     they	
�    suspect	
�    

Ansar	
�     Al-Sharia	
�     of	
�     being	
�     Al-Qae-

da,”	
�    said	
�    Ben	
�    Othimeen.

	
�     However,	
�     Abdalrazaq	
�     Al-Jaml,	
�    

who	
�     researches	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

Arabian	
�    Peninsula	
�    (AQAP),	
�    told	
�    the	
�    

Yemen	
�     Times	
�     that	
�     Ansar	
�     Al-Sha-

ria	
�     is	
�     simply	
�     another	
�     name	
�     for	
�     the	
�    

group’s	
�    branch	
�    in	
�    Yemen.

“This	
�     new	
�     name	
�     comes	
�     as	
�     a	
�     re-

sult	
�     of	
�     Al-Qaeda‘s	
�     new	
�     strategy	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    area;;	
�    letting	
�    themselves	
�    be	
�    seen	
�    

but	
�     also	
�     seeking	
�     dominance,”	
�     said	
�    

Al-Jaml.	
�    “Before,	
�    they	
�    used	
�    guerilla	
�    

warfare	
�    but	
�    now	
�    they	
�    are	
�    producing	
�    

a	
�    new	
�    brand	
�    by	
�    having	
�    a	
�    new	
�    name	
�    

and	
�    providing	
�    services.”

Al-Jaml	
�    explained	
�    that	
�    Al-Qaeda,	
�    

now	
�     under	
�     the	
�     name	
�     of	
�     Ansar	
�     Al-

Sharia,	
�    plans	
�    to	
�    take	
�    over	
�    governor-

ates,	
�    such	
�    as	
�    Abyan	
�    and	
�    large	
�    areas	
�    

of	
�    Shabwa,	
�    and	
�    run	
�    them	
�    as	
�    an	
�    Is-

lamic	
�    mini-state.

“They	
�    changed	
�    the	
�    name	
�    to	
�    over-

come	
�     Al-Qaeda’s	
�     ruined	
�     repetition	
�    

when	
�    dealing	
�    with	
�     locals,”	
�     he	
�     add-

ed.

Al-Jaml	
�    also	
�    said	
�    that	
�    they	
�    chose	
�    

to	
�     operate	
�     in	
�     areas	
�     where	
�     they	
�     al-

ready	
�     have	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     branches,	
�    

making	
�    their	
�    work	
�    easier.

“Many	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     members	
�     are	
�    

from	
�    Abyan,	
�    which	
�    makes	
�     it	
�    easier	
�    

for	
�     them	
�     to	
�     work	
�     there	
�     now,”	
�     said	
�    

Al-Jaml.	
�     “And	
�     they	
�     chose	
�     Shabwa	
�    

because	
�    people	
�    there	
�    have	
�    been	
�    bad-

ly	
�     affected	
�    by	
�     the	
�    use	
�     of	
�    American	
�    

drone	
�    strikes	
�    that	
�    killed	
�    their	
�    sons,	
�    

so	
�    could	
�    be	
�    more	
�    sympathetic.”

	
�    He	
�     added	
�     that	
�    Al-Qaeda’s	
�     num-

ber	
�    three,	
�    Abu	
�    Yahya	
�    Al-Laibi,	
�    talk-

ed	
�     in	
�    favor	
�    of	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�     in	
�    a	
�    

video	
�    posted	
�    on	
�    Facebook	
�    a	
�    month	
�    

ago,	
�     indicating,	
�     at	
�     the	
�     very	
�     least,	
�    

the	
�     group’s	
�     support	
�     for	
�     Ansar	
�     Al-

Sharia.

Questioning	
�    the	
�    government
Although	
�     the	
�     Yemeni	
�     government	
�    

has	
�     been	
�     fighting	
�     the	
�    militants	
�     for	
�    

eight	
�    months,	
�     questions	
�    have	
�    been	
�    

raised	
�     over	
�     some	
�     of	
�     its	
�     “victories”.	
�    

For	
�     example,	
�     the	
�     government’s	
�     25	
�    

Mika	
�     Brigade	
�     which	
�     was	
�     under	
�    

sedge	
�     by	
�     Ansar	
�     Al-Sharia	
�     for	
�     four	
�    

months	
�    until	
�    it	
�    was	
�    declared	
�    in	
�    Sep-

tember	
�     that	
�     the	
�     troops	
�     had	
�     finally	
�    

been	
�    freed.	
�    

However,	
�     Al-Jaml	
�     said	
�     that	
�     re-

ports	
�    of	
�    the	
�    victory	
�    were	
�    false;;	
�    that	
�    

the	
�    government	
�    had	
�    not	
�    succeeded.	
�    

He	
�    says	
�    he	
�    was	
�    present	
�    in	
�    Zinjibar,	
�    

Abyan’s	
�    capital,	
�    the	
�    day	
�    the	
�    reports	
�    

were	
�    released	
�    and	
�    saw	
�    no	
�    evidence	
�    

of	
�    a	
�    government	
�    victory.

Such	
�     conflicting	
�     reports	
�     have	
�     in	
�    

turn	
�     led	
�     to	
�    questions	
�    over	
�     the	
�    gov-

ernment,	
�     and	
�     more	
�     specifically,	
�    

Saleh’s	
�    role	
�    in	
�    selling	
�    terrorism.

Some	
�     analysts	
�     have	
�     begun	
�     dis-

cussing	
�    the	
�    possibility	
�    that	
�    Al-Qae-

da	
�    was	
�    founded	
�    by	
�    Saleh’s	
�    regime	
�    to	
�    

create	
�    a	
�     threat	
�     to	
�     the	
�     international	
�    

community	
�    and	
�    gain	
�    financial	
�    sup-

port	
�    for	
�    “counter-terrorism”	
�    opera-

tions,	
�     but	
�     Al-Jaml	
�     dismissed	
�     that	
�    

argument.

“Ali	
�     Abdullah	
�     Saleh	
�     exaggerated	
�    

Al-Qaeda’s	
�    impact	
�    in	
�    Yemen,	
�    but	
�    to	
�    

some	
�     extent	
�     the	
�     danger	
�     was	
�     real,”	
�    

said	
�    Al-Jaml.	
�    “Saleh	
�    took	
�    advantage	
�    

of	
�    their	
�    existence	
�    but	
�    he	
�    does	
�    not	
�    di-

rect	
�    them.”

Fierce	
�    fighting
As	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia’s	
�    strength	
�    began	
�    

to	
�    grow,	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    government	
�    be-

gan	
�     taking	
�     steps	
�     to	
�     force	
�     the	
�    mili-

tants	
�    out	
�    of	
�    Abyan	
�    and	
�    Shabwa.	
�    The	
�    

fighting	
�    forced	
�    tens	
�    of	
�    thousands	
�    to	
�    

flee	
�    from	
�    Abyan	
�    into	
�    Aden	
�    and	
�    Lahj	
�    

over	
�     the	
�     past	
�     eight	
�    months,	
�     where	
�    

they	
�     lived	
�     live	
�     refugees	
�     in	
�     local	
�    

schools.	
�    

According	
�    to	
�    the	
�    UN’s	
�    World	
�    Food	
�    

Programme	
�     (WFP),	
�     over	
�     120,000	
�    

people	
�    are	
�    now	
�    registered	
�    as	
�     inter-

nally	
�    displaced	
�    people	
�    (IDPs)	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

southern	
�     governorates	
�     of	
�     Abyan,	
�    

Aden,	
�    Lahj	
�    and	
�    Shabwa.	
�    

“WFP	
�    has	
�     expanded	
�     its	
�     food	
�     as-

sistance	
�     to	
�     around	
�     70,000	
�     IDPs	
�    

who	
�     have	
�     fled	
�     the	
�     ongoing	
�     conflict	
�    

in	
�    Abyan	
�    governorate	
�     and	
�    are	
�    now	
�    

living	
�     in	
�     school	
�     buildings	
�     or	
�     with	
�    

host	
�    families	
�    in	
�    Aden,”	
�    it	
�    said.

After	
�     twice	
�     attempting	
�     to	
�     re-

turn	
�    home	
�    last	
�    month,	
�    some	
�    2,000	
�    

people	
�    were	
�     recently	
�     allowed	
�     to	
�     go	
�    

back	
�    to	
�    Abyan,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    permission	
�    

of	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia,	
�    which	
�    had	
�    pre-

viously	
�    said	
�    it	
�    was	
�    too	
�    unsafe	
�    to	
�    do	
�    

so.

Sharia law
When	
�    residents	
�    began	
�     to	
�     return,	
�     it	
�    

was	
�     reported	
�     that	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�    

greeted	
�     them	
�    with	
�     drinks,	
�     cookies	
�    

and	
�     even	
�     slaughtered	
�     a	
�     number	
�     of	
�    

cows	
�     for	
�     people	
�     to	
�     eat.	
�     The	
�     group	
�    

has	
�     also	
�     been	
�     providing	
�     a	
�     number	
�    

of	
�     services	
�     to	
�     locals	
�     in	
�     the	
�     areas	
�     it	
�    

occupies,	
�     including	
�     security	
�    on	
�     ru-

ral	
�     roads,	
�     protecting	
�     checkpoints	
�    

and	
�    distributing	
�    books	
�    on	
�    Muslims	
�    

behavior.	
�    

“Ansar	
�     Al-Sharia	
�     and	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�    

are	
�    not	
�    atrocious	
�    beings	
�    from	
�    some	
�    

other	
�    planet,”	
�    Wagdi	
�    Al-Shabi,	
�     told	
�    

the	
�     Washington	
�     Post.	
�     “We	
�     found	
�    

them	
�     to	
�     be	
�     people	
�     like	
�     us,	
�     of	
�     flesh	
�    

and	
�    blood.	
�    What	
�    makes	
�    them	
�    better	
�    

is	
�    their	
�    belief	
�    and	
�    their	
�    jihad	
�    for	
�    the	
�    

victory	
�    of	
�    Islam	
�    and	
�    to	
�    help	
�    the	
�    less	
�    

fortunate.”

The	
�    services	
�    that	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�    

is	
�     providing,	
�     which	
�     should	
�     in	
�     fact	
�    

be	
�    provided	
�    by	
�    the	
�    government,	
�    are	
�    

helping	
�    to	
�    boost	
�    their	
�    popularity	
�    in	
�    

the	
�     areas	
�     they	
�    occupy,	
�    Al-Jaml	
�     ex-

plained.	
�    

“They	
�     distribute	
�     water	
�     for	
�     free,	
�    

they	
�     also	
�     distribute	
�     food,	
�     and	
�     of	
�    

course	
�    these	
�    are	
�    things	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Ye-

meni	
�    government	
�    does	
�    not	
�    do,”	
�    said	
�    

Al-Jaml.	
�    

However,	
�     the	
�     Washington	
�     Post	
�    

reported	
�     that	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�    also	
�    

imposes	
�    strict	
�    Islamic	
�    law	
�    in	
�    Abyan,	
�    

citing	
�     residents	
�     who	
�     say	
�     militants	
�    

have	
�     cut	
�     off	
�     the	
�     hands	
�     of	
�     people	
�    

convicted	
�    of	
�    stealing,	
�    and	
�    executed	
�    

some	
�     people	
�     convicted	
�     either	
�     of	
�    

murder	
�    or	
�    of	
�    spying	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    

army.

Al-Jaml	
�    explained	
�    that	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    

took	
�     advantage	
�     of	
�     the	
�    Arab	
�     Spring	
�    

events,	
�    with	
�    Yemen’s	
�    insecurity	
�    over	
�    

the	
�    last	
�    year	
�    providing	
�    the	
�    opportu-

nity	
�    they	
�    had	
�    been	
�    waiting	
�    for.

Al-Qaeda’s future in Yemen
Fares	
�    Ali,	
�    a	
�     journalist	
�    who	
�     investi-

gated	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia,	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Ye-

men	
�     Times	
�     that	
�     some	
�     government	
�    

figures	
�     actually	
�     attempted	
�     to	
�     rec-

oncile	
�     with	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     and	
�     end	
�     the	
�    

fighting	
�    in	
�    the	
�    south	
�    of	
�    the	
�    country.

“Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�    asked	
�    for	
�    safety	
�    

in	
�    return	
�    for	
�    becoming	
�    normal	
�    citi-

zens,	
�    but	
�    under	
�    one	
�    condition;;	
�    that	
�    

the	
�    locations	
�    they	
�    control	
�    are	
�    given	
�    

to	
�     a	
�    neutral	
�    party	
�     [not	
�     the	
�     govern-

ment],”	
�     said	
�     Ali.	
�     He	
�     claimed	
�     that	
�    

each	
�    time	
�    a	
�    handover	
�    was	
�    prepared,	
�    

the	
�    “neutral	
�    party”	
�    was	
�    attacked	
�    by	
�    

air	
�    strikes.

Such	
�     attacks	
�     happened	
�     three	
�    

times,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     Ali,	
�     leading	
�     to	
�    

the	
�     deal	
�     being	
�     abandoned	
�     and	
�     the	
�    

neutral	
�     party,	
�     which	
�    wished	
�     to	
�     re-

main	
�     anonymous,	
�     withdrawing.	
�    

Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia	
�     has	
�     since	
�     accused	
�    

Yemeni	
�     National	
�     Security,	
�     the	
�     for-

mer	
�    Minister	
�    of	
�    Defense	
�    and	
�    Saudi	
�    

and	
�    American	
�    intelligence	
�    of	
�    being	
�    

unwilling	
�     to	
�     resolve	
�     the	
�     situation.	
�    

Ali	
�    also	
�    added	
�    that	
�    when	
�    the	
�    Coast	
�    

Guard	
�     Authority	
�     withdrew	
�     from	
�    

Shaqra	
�    port,	
�     it	
�     became	
�    an	
�    easy	
�    hit	
�    

for	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    to	
�    take	
�    over	
�    and	
�    use	
�    to	
�    

import	
�    weapons.

“It	
�     is	
�     hard	
�     to	
�     predict	
�     Al-Qaeda’s	
�    

future	
�    in	
�    Yemen”,	
�    said	
�    Al-Jaml,	
�    “but	
�    

what	
�     should	
�     be	
�     known	
�     is	
�     that	
�     the	
�    

necessity	
�    of	
�    quashing	
�    them	
�    is	
�    huge	
�    

and a regional and international 
demand.”	
�     However,	
�     he	
�     added	
�     that	
�    

the	
�    government	
�    must	
�    now	
�    find	
�    new	
�    

ways	
�    to	
�    fight	
�    Al-Qaeda.

“Last	
�     year	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     established	
�    

a	
�    strong	
�    military	
�    presence	
�    that	
�    will	
�    

be	
�    difficult	
�    to	
�    break,	
�    and	
�    that,	
�    com-

bined	
�    with	
�    the	
�    services	
�    they	
�    provide	
�    

for	
�     people,	
�     making	
�     them	
�     popular	
�    

with	
�     locals,	
�     will	
�     make	
�     them	
�     even	
�    

harder	
�    to	
�    fight.	
�    

“If	
�     the	
�     government	
�     wants	
�     to	
�     get	
�    

rid	
�     of	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     they	
�     will	
�     end	
�     up	
�    

having	
�    to	
�    fight	
�    locals	
�    who	
�    now	
�    sup-

port	
�     them,	
�     so	
�     they	
�     must	
�     abandon	
�    

the	
�     traditional	
�     ways	
�     of	
�     fighting	
�    

Al-Qaeda	
�    and	
�    come	
�    up	
�    with	
�    a	
�    new	
�    

strategy.”

Ansar Al-Sharia in Yemen

Some 2,500 IDPs, who fled fighting in May and were forced to seek refuge in Asen, returned to Zinjibar this month.
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By: Mshari Al-Zaydi
Asharq Alawsat 

Ever since the fragility 
of Arab culture and the 
lack of awareness re-
garding the concept of 
the civil state in Arab 

society became apparent following 
the [parliamentary] election results 
that brought religious currents to 
power, one question has continued 
to be raised, namely: what has hap-
pened to our centuries of efforts re-
garding Arab culture?

Have our efforts with regards to 
developing education, encouraging 
contact with global cultures, instill-
ing the values of art, beauty and tol-
erance, and consecrating the idea of 
citizenship and the state, complete-
ly vanished?

Were all these efforts in vain 
when – for the first time and with-
out restraint – the Arab societies 

could express their real "desire" for 
the optimum model of righteous 
rule? Was it in fact their dream for 
the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Salafi Al-Nour Party in Egypt, Ra-
ched Ghannouchi in Tunisia, and 
the likes of Al-Zindani in Yemen, to 
rise to power?

Were we Arabs, over the past de-
cades and ever since the withdrawal 
of the colonialists, the dawn of in-
dependence and the establishment 
of Arab states at different times, de-
luded into thinking that we would 
someday experience an Arab [civil] 
state and Arab modernity?

Where are the principles estab-
lished by Jamal-Al-Din Al-Afghani, 
Rifa'a El-Tahtawi, Ahmed Lutfi 
el-Sayed, Talaat Harb, Taha Hus-
sein and Qasim Amin in Egypt, and 
Khairuddin Al-Tunisi, Abd Al-'Aziz 
Al-Tha'alibi, Tahar Haddad, Tahir 
ibn Ashur, Habib Bourguiba and 
Hisham Ja'it in Tunisia?

Numerous "intellectuals" in 
Egypt, Tunisia and other Arab 
states were left speechless and 
completely bewildered when [after 
the recent parliamentary elections] 
they finally sensed the true size – or 
lack thereof – of their social weight 
and the depth of their influence in 
Arab societies.

They felt like a deceived husband, 
who after a considerable period, 
wakes up and finds out they have 
been living a lie. Some intellectuals 
have overtly expressed their bewil-
derment and grief, whereas others 
have attempted to soften the defeat. 
They tried to alleviate it either by 
praising democracy and describ-
ing what happened as a passing 
phase, or by saying that in fact the 
Arab societies have a great deal of 
awareness and are seeking to test 
the Islamists and refute their claim 
of being an eternal victim deprived 
of rule and authority (of course, it is 

a misconception repeated by many 
that the Islamists have never at-
tempted to seize power in the Arab 
world).

However, the stark reality is that 
there has been a retreat from the 
concept of a civil and modern state 
that institutionalizes and guards 
secular social harmony between so-
ciety's different components, away 
from sectarian divisions, religious 
mobilization and patriotic fervor.

Such a concept has proven unsuc-
cessful in the Arab world, in com-
parison with the discourse of his-
torical, religious nostalgia. We have 
seen examples ranging from the 
Taliban in Afghanistan to Hamas in 
Gaza, Al-Bashir in Sudan, and Ah-
madinejad and Khamenei in Iran, 
all with slight differences, here and 
there. As for Erdogan in Turkey, his 
is a special case that has no parallel, 
and furthermore it is still an open 
experiment yet to reach a decisive 
conclusion.

In any case, the argument has 
now been revived once again about 
the role of Arab intellectuals, in the 
past as well as in the future, what is 
required of them, and how exactly 
do we define them?

In November 2009, I remem-
ber when Prince Khaled Al-Faisal, 
Chairman of the Arab Thought 
Foundation, alongside other Arab 
intellectuals whom he met during 
the Foundation's conference held in 
Beirut, came to the conclusion that 
there was a dire need for an Arab 
cultural summit, along the lines of 
an economic summit. This was be-
cause "the cultural crisis is no less 
dangerous to Arab society [than 
the economic crisis], with different 
manifestations and various effects 
and implications", according to the 
speech Prince Khaled delivered in 
front of the then Secretary-General 
of the Arab League Amr Moussa.

Perhaps this call may seem ex-
tremely optimistic about the Arab 
states' actual desire to promote 
their cultural sphere, develop Arab 
culture, and address its problems. 
Besides, the call also seems to take 
for granted that Arab states care 
about cultural issues to an extent 
that necessitates a summit to be 
held for this purpose.

It is indisputable that the is-
sue of culture is highly significant, 
and that the current state of Arab 
culture is deplorable, exposed to 
sufferings and abuse. This is apart 
from the considerable controversy 
and elaborate discussions regarding 
the terminology and frameworks 
for the definition of culture and the 
intellectual, discussions and even 
quarrels about the Arab intellec-
tual's role in public affairs, and the 
nature of his relationship to power.

The controversy relates to the in-
tellectual’s role as someone who cre-
ates or spreads political arguments 
and concepts, and to what extent 
the intellectual is a reason behind 
the Arab nations' current problems 
and deplorable conditions. This is 
because Arab culture’s main propo-
nents in the past, and perhaps in the 
present as well, were Arab nation-
alists, those on the left-wing, and 
Islamist intellectuals. In fact these 
all served as intellectual and pub-
licity support for Arab nationalist 
officers, or those from the left-wing 
or Islamist groups (i.e. in Libya, Su-
dan and South Yemen), in order for 
them to rise to power and curb gen-
uine development. This lack of de-
velopment has now prompted Arab 
intellectuals to meet in Beirut and 
demand that Arab heads of states 
hold a separate summit to address 
cultural problems!

It is those intellectuals who caused 
the problem in the first place, and 
they are now meeting to complain 
about it. In fact, Michel Aflaq, Zaki 
Al-Arsuzi, Akram Al-Hawrani, 
Mohamed Hassanein Heikal, Sati' 
Al-Husri, Azmi Bishara and Antun 
Saadeh are all examples of intellec-
tuals who engineered politics in the 
Arab world, alongside other Arab 
cultural elites who nurtured the po-
litical awareness upon which Arab 
ruling regimes are propped up.

These are the intellectuals of Arab 
politics, and the question here is: Is 
the Arab intellectual the solution, 
or is he the problem?

We have mastered the powerful 
rhetoric of resistance [to Israel], 
and the defiance of the Muslim na-
tion, and we excel at revealing the 
plots and tricks of other nations 
that are designed to undermine us. 

However, only a few of our Arab in-
tellectuals have tried to rectify the 
defects of Arab societies themselves, 
fight the battle of religious enlight-
enment, remedy genuine social ills, 
and adopt stances to expose under-
development, just as Taha Hussein, 
Qasim Amin and Abd Al-Rahman 
Al-Kawakibi did in the past. Some 
intellectuals have engaged in bat-
tles against Arab regimes, either in 
alliance with local popular trends or 
from their exile in the West, but only 
a few, like Riyad Al-Turk in Syria, 
have fought a fierce battle against 
the regime from within the walls of 
its repression. These positions are 
worthy of praise and deserve much 
of our moral admiration.

However, the question becomes 
more pressing when we look for 
those who have led the battle 
against the mentality and char-
acteristics of backwardness, from 
within Arab societies themselves. 
Those who fought for the issues of 
women, against sectarianism, the 
total separation between authori-
ties, the modernization of jurispru-
dence to fit the requirements of our 
age, and even upgrading discourse 
itself, as our predecessors did with 
great courage.

Only a handful of names have 
dared to confront the enormous 
Arab ego that has formed our col-
lective Arab awareness.

On the contrary, we find that nu-
merous Arab intellectual stars to-
day are somewhat elusive, especial-
ly following the results of the Arab 
Spring, trying to circumvent crucial 
turning-points and aiming to avoid 
the furnace that has been placed be-
low them by the public. The public 
has instead been mobilized by those 
who played on the strings of their 
religious conscience.

It is for this reason that the role 
of the so-called intellectual in our 
Arab world has now become super-
ficial; the intellectual has become 
a flavorsome food with no real im-
pact when placed upon a larger 
dining table. An Arab intellectual 
who fails to engage in the battle for 
awareness, or who declines to delve 
deep into culture or the layers of the 
public mind, is a bland color; a loud 
but insignificant voice.

19 January, 20124 OPINION

First Political English Newspaper
in Yemen. Founded in 1991 by

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Policies:
- All opinion articles that have not been written 

by Yemen Times staff on the Opinion, Op-Ed 

and Youth pages do not necessarily represent 

the newspaper’s opinion and hence YT could 

not be held accountable for their consequences.

- Letters to the Editor must include your name, 

mailing address, or email address. The editor 

reserves the right to edit all submissions for 

clarity, style, and length. 

- Submissions will not be returned to the writer 

under any circumstance.

- For information on advertising, contact the 

advertising department at any of the Yemen 

Times’ offices

Tel:  +967 (1) 268-661

Fax: +967 (1) 268-276

P.O. Box 2579, Sana’a, Yemen

Letters: ytreaders.view@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENTS: 

Tel: +967 (1) 510306

Email: adsyemen@yahoo.com

www. y emen t ime s . c om

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
Nadia Abdulaziz Al-Sakkaf

CEO
Khair Aldin Al Nsour

Senior Reporter
Mohammed bin Sallam

Head of Design Dept.
Ramzy Alawi Al-Saqqaf

Garnet Roach

garnet.yt@gmail.com

Ali Saeed

alisaeed.yt@gmail.com

Malak Shaher

malakshaher@gmail.com

Sadeq Al-Wesabi

sadeqalwesabi@hotmail.com

Shatha Al-Harazi

shatha.yt@gmail.com

Ali Ajlan

aliajlan.yt@gmail.com

Taiz Bureau:
Imad Ahmed Al-Saqqaf

Tel: +967 (4) 217-156,

Telefax: +967 (4) 217157 

P.O.Box: 5086, Taiz

Email: yttaiz@y.net.ye

 Offices

 Interns

Subscriptions

For supscription rates and related information please contact Majdi 

Al-Saqqaf, Subscription and Distibution Manager, on 268661/2 ext 

204 or mobile: 711998995  &  majdi_saqqaf@yahoo.com

 Editorial Staff

Amira Al-Arasi

   amira_new20@yahoo.com
Marwa Najmaldeen

   marwaNajm@yahoo.com
Anas Rawi

   anas.rawi@hotmail.com
Muaath Badeeb

   Muaath.badeeb@hotmail.com

SKETCHED OPINION By Hajjaj

By: PV Vivekanand 
Gulf Today

The Yemeni government’s 
endorsement of an am-
nesty “against legal and 
judicial prosecution” for 
the supposedly outgoing 

president, Ali Abdullah Saleh, and 
all his aides “who worked with him 
in all government, civil and military 
departments during the years of his 
rule” flies in the face of not only the 
people of Yemen but also the inter-
national community. 

The move came two days after a 
declaration by UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Navi Pil-
lay that granting amnesty to Saleh 
and his cronies would be against in-
ternational law. Ironically, the UN 
position is likely to strengthen the 
embattled strongman’s apparent 
resolve to torpedo the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (GCC) initiative that 
set the ground for a peaceful transi-
tion of power. Saleh could even use 
Pillay’s argument as a pretext to 
hold onto power while he continues 
to harbor hopes of a comeback and 
attempts to crush the anti-regime 

rebellion using his powerful secu-
rity forces. 

The draft law for amnesty, “which 
applies to all acts committed before 
it is issued,” now goes to parlia-
ment for ratification, but there is 
no assurance that the Saleh regime 
would accept that its continued 
crackdown on protesters is not cov-
ered under the deal. 

Yemenis are appalled at the all-
inclusive amnesty, which Saleh has 
used to secure the continued loyalty 
of his cronies who could also face 
trial in its absence. 

Although he signed the GCC ini-
tiative in November and agreed to 
transfer power to his deputy, Vice-
President Abed Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi, Saleh has shown every sign 
that he has no intention to let go of 
dominating control over his coun-
try. 

He has only nominally stepped 
down, but retains all his presiden-
tial powers. Saleh’s son and neph-
ew control the strongest security 
forces of the country and Hadi, who 
has always lived under the presi-
dent’s shadow, is in no position to 
assert authority. Hadi himself has 

accused Saleh of interference in 
the state’s affairs and warned that 
he would leave the capital if his 
one-time boss continues to exercise 
presidential powers. 

Saleh’s General People’s Con-
gress (GPC) is part of the coalition 
government sworn in by Hadi, and 
his close loyalists remain in key 
positions in government (although 
several of them were forced out in 
recent weeks in minor blows to the 
beleaguered autocrat).

The state media continues to re-
fer to Saleh as president and to car-
ry reports on his movements and 
decisions as head of state. 

That is the status quo pending 
parliamentary approval of the GCC-
brokered agreement that should 
come in 90 days from the signing of 
the November deal. 

In her comments on Friday, Pil-
lay pointedly noted: “International 
law and the UN policy are clear on 
the matter: amnesties are not per-
missible if they prevent the pros-
ecution of individuals who may be 
criminally responsible for interna-
tional crimes including war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, geno-

cide, and gross violations of human 
rights.” 

She also reminded the Yemeni 
parliament that an amnesty for 
Saleh would be in violation of Ye-
men’s international human rights 
obligations. 

The UN rights chief’s call is un-
likely to persuade the Yemeni par-
liament, which is dominated by the 
GPC, to vote against the amnesty 
deal. If anything, it would be passed 
with a strong majority since those 
who are anxious to see the long-
time strongman out would also be 
voting in its favor. 

The tricky part is that after the 
vote Saleh could try to buy more 
time by citing the UN position and 
arguing that he needs further guar-
antees that post-revolt Yemen will 
respect the amnesty deal and he 
and his cronies will not be pros-
ecuted. 

His challengers insist that Saleh 
should not be allowed to get out of 
the country and should be put on 
trial for “war crimes and crimes 
against humanity” at the Interna-
tional Criminal Court. 

Obviously, the mercurial Yeme-

ni leader, who has always thrived 
on playing one against another 
throughout his 33-year reign, 
would turn to the GCC and the US, 
which supports the deal for power 
transition. He could even hinge his 
compliance with the agreement on 
such a guarantee that no one would 
be able to provide. And that would 
mean continued strife in the coun-
try since Saleh would certainly use 
everything in his power to fight off 
his foes while also eyeing how best 
he could wave the Al-Qaeda card at 
the US. He has always played on US 
concerns that his departure from 
power could lead to Yemen being 
controlled by Al-Qaeda forces who 
would turn the country into anoth-
er Taliban-ruled Afghanistan. 

In fact, he ceded territory to 
Al-Qaeda -linked militants in the 
south in the second half of last year 
to strengthen that perception while 
he was in Saudi Arabia receiving 
medical treatment for wounds he 
suffered in an attack on his presi-
dential compound in June. 

Until late last month, there was an 
expectation that Saleh would leave 
for the US and could even remain 

there under some arrangement 
made with Washington. However, 
the administration of President Ba-
rack Obama did not seem to be very 
enthusiastic over the idea of host-
ing a former head of state accused 
of killing his own people. The US 
State Department repeatedly said 
one-time ally’s request for a visit 
for medical treatment was under 
review before the Yemeni leader 
said he had changed his mind and 
was not leaving the country. His 
aides described the decision as re-
sponse to concerns that his depar-
ture could be bad for Yemen and 
the ruling party. 

However, his foes argue that 
his continued grip on power is the 
source of instability in Yemen and 
Sunday’s government approval of 
the amnesty deal would only fuel 
their anger. They will not allow 
Saleh to continue his oppressive 
reign, directly or by proxy, under 
whatever pretext. 

It is difficult to see how the two 
positions could be reconciled. Short 
of a miracle or a dramatically unex-
pected development, an intensified 
conflict is on the cards for Yemen.

Intense conflict is on the cards 

The Arab intellectual: The problem or the solution? 

Tunisia lights the first revolution’s candle 



By: Malak Shaher

Bakr Al-Junaid is a 
dream interpreter. A 
woman called on him to 
ask	
�     that	
�    he	
�    find	
�    mean-
ing in her dreams. The 

dream the woman had became true 
two days later, when the mosque 
where the president and a num-
ber of ministers were praying was 
bombed.  

“She said she saw that a number 
of moons and a planet were hover-
ing in the air when a mosque mina-
ret fell down on them,” said Al-Ju-
naid.  

As she went on to describe the de-
tails of her dream, she said she had 
seen an ambulance waiting outside 
the mosque. 

Al-Junaid interpreted the dream 
and said that a mosque would be 
attacked and that the president and 
some ministers would be injured. 
But the presence of an ambulance 
meant they would survive. 

According to Al-Junaid, who has 
been interpreting dreams for more 
than 15 years, the moon indicates 
a minister or somebody in a higher 
position, while the planet represents 
the president. 

After this dream, Sabafon and 
MTN, two telecommunications 
companies in Yemen, started dream 
interpretation services. Al-Junaid 
became	
�     popular	
�     in	
�     his	
�     field,	
�     inter-

preting dreams for a fee when peo-
ple dial 1902.

According to Al-Junaid, there are 
two types of dreams:  those that re-
veal one’s previous experiences, and 
dreams known in Arabic as Ro’a, or 
visions, which reveal events that 
may happen in the future. 

According to Muslim dreams in-
terpreters, one dream can be read 
in a number of different ways, de-
pending on the person who actually 
had the dream. So two people might 
have had similar dreams but receive 
totally different interpretations. 

One day in the Islamic era, two 
men went to a dream interpreter. 
Each said he had dreamt about the 
call for prayer. The imam told one 
of the men that he would go for pil-
grimage and the other that he was 
a thief.  

When his companions asked him 
why he gave two different interpre-
tations for the same dream he said, 
“I	
�    read	
�    their	
�    faces.	
�    The	
�    first	
�    person	
�    

had a face of a good man while the 
other was bad and I interpreted ac-
cording to verses in the Quran.”

 As the popularity of dream inter-
pretation grew in the Arab world, 
a number of TV shows cropped up 
to capitalize on people’s interest in 
the subject. People watch the shows 
carefully so that they may apply 
the interpretations to their own 
dreams.

In March 2011, Ahmad dreamt 

that he was on his way to perform 
the Friday prayer, when Mus-
lims gather to pray together at the 
mosques. He was surprised that he 
was the only one in the mosque. He 
saw an imam bathed in light, who 
told him: 

“After 20, 20 will fall down, 20 will 
die and 20 will survive and you will 
be the only witness.” Ahmad asked 
the imam to make himself clear and 
he explained that 20 towers will 
fall, 20 important persons will die, 
20 states will interfere for reconcili-
ation, and that Ahmad would be the 
only witness. Ahmad saw the names 
of the 20 and said that among them 
were famous people. 

“Please I really cannot stop think-
ing about it...I need that dream to be 
explained,” he told the interpreter.  

A dream interpreter named Abu 
Hafs told him it meant that the year 
2011 would witness drastic chang-
es in the Arab world. He said that 
some of the changes would lead to 
chaos; that is, until states stepped in 
to solve the problems – as has since 
happened in Yemen. However, 
skeptics might say that by the time 
Ahmad’s dream was interpreted, 
the Arab Spring was already in full 
swing, with both Tunisia’s Zine El-
Abidine Ben Ali and Egypt’s Hosni 
Mubarak	
�     forced	
�     out	
�     of	
�     office	
�     and	
�    

with mass protests already taking 
place in Yemen.

According to the website dream-

research.net, most people over the 
age of ten dream at least four to six 
times a night during a stage of sleep 
called Rapid Eye Movement – which 
is itself a distinguishing characteris-
tic of this stage of sleep. During this 
stage, the brain becomes as active 
as is when a person  walks, though 
not all parts of the brain are active.

According to the same website, 
people actually forget 95-99 percent 
of their dreams. 

Sigmund Freud, known as the 
father of psychoanalysis, claimed 
that	
�    unfulfilled	
�    urges	
�    and	
�    impulses	
�    

– which, one way or another, must
be released – surface in disguised
forms as dreams.

Even though most dreams are 
simply	
�     reflections	
�     of	
�     experiences	
�    

they’ve already had, many people 
nonetheless look for interpretations 
– perhaps even going so far as to
make decisions based on such read-

ings, leaving their waking relation-
ships and actions affected.

Ahlam Mohammad, 16, said that 
she barely tell what her dreams 
are about as she “doesn't care and 
doesn't want to know about inter-
pretations of them”.

“I dreamed that my younger 
brother	
�    was	
�    flying	
�    away	
�    and	
�    he	
�    was	
�    

not looking nice. I felt scared and I 
simply could not talk to him for a 
week.”
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OUTREACH VOLUNTEER (35 positions)

Education Requirements: High School 

Language Requirements:
 Fluent (reading and writing) in either English or Arabic AND one or 
more of the following languages: Somali، Oromo, Tigrinya, Tigray, 
Afar

Illustrative Activities: 
Conduct daily home visits to the households in their•

communities;
Disseminate information on refugee affairs, government and•

donor policy, services, etc;
Encourage refugees to register with the Government of Yemen•

or UNHCR;
Identify and report any protection issues in refugee•

communities;
Identify new arrivals for vulnerability assessments;•

Establish and maintain relations with local communities;•

Report regularly to the Outreach team and attend weekly•

coordination meetings.

Other Requirements: Outreach Applicants must live in one of 
the	
�    following	
�    areas:	
�    Safia,	
�    Khafji,	
�    Hassaba,	
�    Hayel,	
�    Da’iry,	
�    Khowlan,	
�    

Madbah, Shumaila, Taiz Street.

OUTREACH VOLUNTEER SUPERVISOR
(4 positions)

Education Requirements: High School

Language Requirements: 
 Fluent (speaking and writing) in either English or Arabic AND 
one or more of the following languages: Somali,  Oromo, Tigrinya, 
Tigray, Afar

Illustrative Activities: 
Supervise the activities of a team of up to 10 Outreach•

Volunteers;
Prepare and oversee the execution of weekly work plans for•

outreach volunteers;
Ensure accuracy of home visit data collection and coordinate•

with database team;
Conduct home visits with outreach volunteer;•

Report regularly to the Outreach Coordinator;•

Regularly	
�    meet	
�    with	
�    community	
�    officials	
�    to	
�    discuss	
�    concerns	
�    and•

refine	
�    work	
�    plans;;

Ensure that the team adheres to UNHCR and IRD Codes of•

Conduct;
Work with the Project Management team to ensure effective•

completion of project goals.

Other Requirements: Outreach Applicants must have 
leadership	
�    experience	
�    and	
�    live	
�    in	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    following	
�    areas:	
�    Safia,	
�    

Khafji,	
�    Hassaba,	
�    Hayel,	
�    Da’iry,	
�    Khowlan,	
�    Madbah,	
�    Shumaila,	
�    Taiz	
�    

Street.

DATA ENTRY VOLUNTEER (8 positions)

Education Requirement: High School 

Language Requirement:
 Fluent (reading and writing) in English AND Arabic; Somali, 
Oromo,  Tigrinya, Afar language skills are desirable

Illustrative Activities: 
Input data from Vulnerability and Skills assessments into•

database;
Follow	
�    up	
�    with	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteers	
�    and/or	
�    beneficiaries•

to collect additional information and ensure accuracy of
information;
Assist in the production of analytical reports and other products;•

Store completed documents in appropriate locations•

COMMUNITY CENTER VOLUNTEERS
(10 positions)

Education Requirements: High School

Language Requirements:
 Fluent (reading and writing) in one or more of the following  

languages: Somali, Oromo, Tigrinya, Afar

Illustrative Activities:
Responding to protection and community services issues as they•

arise at the community centers;
Mobilize refugee communities into providing community based•

support to vulnerable cases;
Provide support to community-based initiatives such as daycare•

centers for children
Raising awareness on protection, assistance and other refugee•

issues;
Organize cultural events to refugee issues from the community•

centers;
Liaise with local authorities and refugee communities to ensure•

good relations;
Engage	
�    in	
�    inter-	
�    and	
�    intra-community	
�    conflict	
�    resolution	
�    and•

mitigation where necessary
Refer cases to relevant service providers;•

Provide urban orientation sessions to new arrivals•

REFUGEE COMMUNITY CENTER
ADMINISTRATOR (2 positions)

Education: High School

Languages:
Fluent (reading and writing) in either English or Arabic AND one or 
more of the following languages: Somali, Oromo, Tigrinya, Afar

Illustrative Activities:
Manage and administrate day-to-day activities of the Refugee•

Community Centre.
Manage a team of 10 Community Center Volunteers;•

Create monthly work plan of Community Center and•

Community Center Volunteer activities;
Oversee the maintenance of Community Centers•

Application Procedure
For all positions, applicants should send a CV and covering letter, both in English, to irdyemen@irdglobal.org with the title of the position you 
are applying for in the title of the email. For outreach volunteers and supervisor applicants you should also include the area of Sana’a in which 
you	
�    live	
�    in	
�    the	
�    subject	
�    title	
�    of	
�    the	
�    email.	
�    (e.g.	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteer	
�    Supervisor	
�    –	
�    Safia;;	
�    or,	
�    Outreach	
�    Volunteer–	
�    Khafji).	
�    

The closing date for applications is January 26th 2012. 

International	
�    Relief	
�    and	
�    Development,	
�    (IRD)	
�    Inc.,	
�    is	
�    a	
�    non-profit	
�    organization	
�    specializing	
�    in	
�    international	
�    development	
�    
and humanitarian assistance in over 40 countries and has been working in Yemen for over two years.  IRD works with a wide 
range of partners to design and implement, and provide technical assistance in the areas of health, economic development, 
relief, infrastructure, civil society and food security. 

IRD	
�    is	
�    seeking	
�    to	
�    fill	
�    the	
�    following	
�    volunteer	
�    positions	
�    to	
�    implement	
�    its	
�    programs	
�    in	
�    Yemen:

Last night I dreamt 
that I found a key. 
What does that 
mean?

Your problems will 
be solved!

Do dreams really come true?
In the time of Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him), the call for prayer was 
introduced after it appeared in two of his companions' dreams. However, hun-
dreds of years before that, Joseph interpreted dreams for the Pharaoh of Egypt 
and his people. The pharaoh dreamt that seven skinny cows ate seven fat cows. 
Joseph told him that Egypt would bear witness to seven good years, a time when 
people would grow vegetables and fruits. After these seven years, the next seven 
years would be hard, with people forced to eat what they had saved during the 
previous seven years. Ever since, dream interpretation has taken up a great por-
tion	
�    of	
�    people’s	
�    time.	
�    Yemenis	
�    are	
�    no	
�    exception	
�    to	
�    this.	
�    They	
�    try	
�    to	
�    find	
�    meaning	
�    
in their dreams, and attempt to use them to predict the future and even to dic-
tate their actions.
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By: Ali Saeed

International cooperation 

In November 2006, donor countries 

pledged to grant Yemen $5.7 billion 

to be disbursed towards develop-

ment projects and poverty reduction 

programs over the four-year period 

of 2007-2010.

However, no more than $1 billion 

was actually received by Yemen’s 

government due to mismanagement, 

Ali	
�     Al-Wafi,	
�     a	
�     Yemeni	
�     economist,	
�    

told the Yemen Times.

“Because there were no economic 

feasibility studies for the projects, 

at times the Yemen’s government 

did	
�    not	
�    pay	
�     its	
�    financial	
�     share	
�     for	
�    a	
�    

project or, in some cases, construc-

tion companies for the project are 

not	
�     qualified	
�     enough	
�     to	
�     receive	
�     the	
�    

grant and start up the project,” said 

Al-Wafi.

In the end, around $4.7 billion of 

the pledged aid was not granted to 

Yemen.

 To allow this money channel to 

development projects and poverty 

reduction programs in Yemen, the 

National Unity Government said in 

its two-year economic plan that it will 

work at revising Yemen’s capacity for 

external loans and grants pledged to 

Yemen during the past period to uti-

lize the aid.

It will also enhance the capacity to 

accommodate and carry out exter-

nally-funded projects, this in accor-

dance with the two-year economic 

plan.

Ease of doing business 

In the Ease of Doing Business World 

Index 2012, Yemen ranked 99 out of 

183 economies. 

The index sheds light on how easy 

or	
�    difficult	
�     it	
�     is	
�     for	
�    a	
�     local	
�    entrepre-

neur to open and run a small to me-

dium-size business when complying 

with relevant regulations. 

It measures and tracks changes 

in regulations affecting ten areas in 

the life cycle of a business: starting a 

business, dealing with construction 

permits, getting electricity, register-

ing property, getting credit, protect-

ing investors, paying taxes, trading 

across borders, enforcing contracts 

and resolving insolvency.

In addition to obstructive regula-

tions for doing business in Yemen, 

the political unrest of the past two 

years has created a negative environ-

ment not only for new investors, but 

also for established businesses.

In March 2011, the joint-funded 

Yemeni-Qatari Al-Rayyan Hills, the 

largest residential construction proj-

ect in Sana’a, was suspended due to 

the political crisis.

And in December 2011, the Cana-

dian oil company Nexen, the largest 

such company which has also oper-

ated in Yemen since the 1980s, had 

to leave the country due to the dete-

riorated security situation.    

The government said that it will 

encourage investment and increase 

its contribution to the national gross 

domestic product (GDP). This will 

require the cabinet to ensure an at-

tractive investment environment to 

stimulate entrepreneurs to start new 

businesses. 

In this regard, the government 

also said it will utilize Aden’s strate-

gic geographic position to play a  role 

in the coming economic transition.

To achieve this, there will be a spe-

cific	
�     economic	
�    plan	
�     for	
�    Aden	
�    which	
�    

includes increasing arrivals to Aden 

Airport, expanding the city’s harbor, 

the building of a new harbor for un-

registered goods and modernizing 

services at Aden’s port.

Adel Al-Ashtal, former director of 

the General Investment Authority 

office	
�    in	
�    Aden,	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    

that, “This plan for investment is 

good, but security and political sta-

bility	
�     at	
�     the	
�     moment	
�     are	
�     the	
�     first	
�    

priorities for both foreign and local 

investors.”

“If good investments laws are en-

acted without political stability, they 

will mean nothing to investors,” Al-

Ashtal said.

He explained that “the positive 

result if the peaceful revolution suc-

ceeds will be the control of corrup-

tion and the enforcement of trans-

parency.” 

Agriculture

Agriculture is one of the main sectors 

of Yemen’s economy, since it repre-

sents a main source of income for 

70 percent of the population and ac-

commodates 54 percent of Yemen’s 

workforce. 

It	
�     contributes	
�     between	
�     five	
�     to	
�     10	
�    

percent of the GDP, according to Ye-

men’s National Information Center.

The government said in its two-

year economic plan that agriculture 

somewhat reduces internal migra-

tion from rural to urban areas.

Further, the government promised 

to boost agricultural production to 

attain a higher level of food security 

by way of an increased reliance on 

domestic agricultural production.

The Ministry of Agriculture will be 

responsible of providing veterinarian 

services for  livestock, which would 

include national campaigns to com-

bat animal epidemics and promote 

the treatment of diseases in animals.

The cabinet said that it will acti-

vate the agricultural fund, which is 

intended	
�    to	
�    provide	
�    farmers	
�    with	
�    fi-

nances with which to carry out farm-

ing projects to enhance their produc-

tion, such as with modern irrigation 

networks.     

Since July 2011, Yemen’s farms 

have experienced severe damage 

caused at least in part by deliber-

ate diesel and fuel shortages. Huge 

quantities of potatoes, tomatoes, 

bananas and other food crops were 

lost	
�    after	
�    farmers	
�    couldn’t	
�    find	
�    diesel	
�    

at gas stations with which to operate 

their water pumps.

“I have to struggle for two months 

to get 200 liters of diesel just to keep 

my farm running; otherwise, the 

farm will be damaged,” Hassan Jai-

lan, a farmer in Hodeida, told the Ye-

men Times.

“Because there’s no diesel for fair 

prices at gas stations, I had to stop 

farming several food crops, includ-

ing	
�     tomatoes,	
�     lady	
�     fingers	
�     and	
�     egg-

plants,” the farmer said.

Economic highlights of the new 

cabinet’s two-year plan (PART 3)
In	
�     last	
�     Thursday’s	
�     issue	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Yemen	
�     Times,	
�     we	
�     presented	
�     the	
�     first	
�     two	
�     installments	
�     on	
�     the	
�    
economic highlights of the new National Unity Government’s two-year plan. The third part of the 

economic plan aims to revive Yemen’s economy, which came to a standstill – if not a collapse – 

after the 11-month, nationwide uprising and demand for the fall of Saleh’s 33-year regime. The 

new cabinet was formed on December 7 as part of an interim government which includes both 

Saleh’s party and the traditional opposition Joint Meeting Parties (JMP).

The following is the third installment on the economic plan.  

Source: Doing Business Report 2012/IFC

How Yemen, Rep. ranks on Doing Business topics

Agriculture accomodates 54 percent of Yemen’s workforce.
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بکكالورريوسس صيدلة، ددووررةۃة توفل من االمعهد  ü 
االأمريکكي، خبرةۃة في مجالل االتصنيع االدوواائي 

لمدةۃة 3 سنوااتت وونصف، خبرةۃة في مجالل 
االامداادد االدوواائي وواالمخاززنن وواالکكمبيوتر. 

770934957
بکكالورريوسس محاسبة تقدير جيد جداا، خبرةۃة  ü 

في االحساباتت وواالمرااجعة وواالاددااررةۃة االمالية، 
أأنظمة يمن سوفت االمحاسبية، ااجاددةۃة 

ااستخداامم االکكمبيوتر، ااجاددةۃة االلغة االانجليزية. 
733913209

علي االحميريي، بکكالورريوسس نظم وومعلوماتت  ü 
ااددااررية، ددبلومم في هندسة االشبکكاتت، ااجاددةۃة 

االانجليزية ووتطبيقاتت االحاسوبب. 736265253
ززيادد االرضي، بکكالورريوسس کكيمياءء، ددبلومم ااددااررةۃة  ü 

ااعمالل، مهاررااتت في االتدرريس وواالاددااررةۃة 
وواالتسويق.  733967887

بکكالورريوسس ااعلامم ü 2010 من جامعة عدنن، 
خبرةۃة في مجالل االتصميم بالکكمبيوتر وواالمجالل 

االاعلامي ااجاددةۃة االانجليزية. 735869554.
ددبلومم محاسبة االمعهد االوطني، خبرةۃة في  ü 

مجالل االحساباتت لمدةۃة أأرربع سنوااتت، للتوااصل 
734729434 - 700536832 :

 ü 83٪ مصلح فاررعع خريج ثانوية عامة بمعدلل
االقسم االعلمي يجيد االلغة االإنجليزية ووحاصل 

على ددبلومم لغة إإنجليزية ووددبلومم کكمبيوتر 
يرغب في االعمل في أأيي مجالل، للتوااصل 
musleh-farea99@ - 777546476

hotmail.com

 ü 10 يعقوبب االجنيد، خبرةۃة في االقياددةۃة لمدةۃة
سنوااتت، عنديي ررخصة ساررية االمفعولل أأررغب 

في االعمل کكاسائق لدىى شرکكة أأوو مصنع أأوو 
مؤسسة للتوااصل:     771607140

ددبلومم في االلغة االإنجليزية، ددبلومم سکكرتاررية  ü 
خبرةۃة في مجالل االعلاقاتت االعامة وواالتسويق، 

أأررغب في أأيي عمل مناسب  734375277 - 
712482908

ررياضض االحمادديي، مدررسس لغة إإنجليزية+  ü 
ترجمة +کكمبيوتر، خبرةۃة 13 سنة تدرريس 

أأغلبها في تدرريس االثانوية االعامة. 
734882907 - 772255235

جامعي لديه مهاررااتت توااصل، مترجم تجارريي  ü 
ووااعلامي، خبرةۃة في االمرااسلاتت االتجاررية، 

يرغب في االعمل في معهد لغة أأوو مدررسة أأهلية 
أأوو شرکكة. 735042383

بکكالريوسس ااددااررةۃة ووسياحة، خبرةۃة في مجالل  ü 
االاددااررةۃة. 733042144

بکكالورريوسس محاسبة، ددووررااتت في االلغة  ü 
االانجليزية، خبرةۃة في مجالل االسکكرتاررية 

وواالاعمالل االاددااررية، ددبلومم کكمبيوتر. 
770041715

بکكالورريوسس لغة إإنجليزية يودد إإعطاءء ددررووسس  ü 
خصوصية مکكثفة، خبرةۃة في مجالل االتدرريس 
لجميع االمستوياتت. للتوااصل: 700258937

بکكالورريوسس محاسبة، إإجاددةۃة االلغه االإنجليزية  ü 
بشکكل جيد کكتابة وونطقاً، ددبلومم سکكرتاررية 
کكمبيوتر خبرةۃة 7 سنوااتت محاسب. مطلوبب 

عمل في أأيي مجالل مناسب. 
للتوااصل:733409652 

موظفة للعمل في مرکكز ااتصالاتت بجولة بيت  ü 
بوسس فترةۃة صباحية، تجيد ااستخداامم 

االکكمبيوتر. عصامم 771588577
شرکكة رراائدةۃة في مجالل االتسويق ووبيع ااررقى  ü 

اانوااعع االسياررااتت تبحث عن مدير مبيعاتت 
ووتسويق. hr@aridco.com فاکكس: 

200989
مطلوبب خبيرةۃة تجميل للعمل في کكواافير  ü 

سيدااتت في محافظة عدنن للتوااصل:
770194580 - 736319580    

مطلوبب مسوقق وومسئولل ددعاية ووإإعلانن  ü 
للتسويق لمدررسة جديدةۃة . للتوااصل 

733455645
يعلن االمعهد االفني للمساحة عن حاجت  إإلى  ü 

مدررسين برنامج أأووتوکكادد + برنامج لاند وومن 
ذذوويي االخبرةۃة في االتدرريس للتوااصل:472936 

733650040 -
ü

 ü Nikon ماررکكةSLR للبيع کكاميراا ررقمية
D3000بحالة ممتاززةۃة. 713565851

علاجج طبيعي ووحجامة، خدمة االمناززلل. عمادد  ü 
االخزررجي - 733186160

توجد لدينا موااطير کكهرباءء مستعملة ووبحالة  ü 
جيدةۃة نوعع کكاما، 19 کكيلو ووااتت ووبسعر مغريي. 

770809017 ،711172805

لماذذاا االانتظارر حتى تستقر االدررااسة؟ سجل  ü 
طفلك االآنن في ددررووسس خاصة لطلابب االصف 

االأوولل على منهج ماکكميلين االدوولي على يد 
متخصصين کكذلك تدرريس منهج االلغة االعربية 

للصف االأوولل. للإستفسارر االاتصالل 
440840-01 أأوو   734522225

للبيع: سياررةۃة بيجو مودديل ü 1991 بسعر 
1،750،000 قابل للتفاووضض. محمد أأحمد 

771533817
للبيع سياررااتت ماليزيي ü 2011 على االزيروو 

ووبسعر مغريي، االبيع من أأجل االسفر  
للتوااصل:  711121006 - 771121006

سياررااتت مستعملة من کكافة االأحجامم  ü 
وواالمودديلاتت للبيع. حالة جيدةۃة مع سجل 

صيانة، ااستخدمت في االسفاررااتت وواالشرکكاتت 
االأجنبية. 714700805

للإيجارر: فيلا ددوورر أأررضي مؤثثة، ü 3 غرفف 
نومم، حمامين وومطبخ ووصالة طعامم ووصالة 

جلوسس، مکكانن يتسع لسياررةۃة، االمدينة االسکكنية 
حدةۃة. فؤاادد: 736920797

للإيجارر: فيلا ددوورر أأررضي مستقلة وومؤثثة  ü 
بالکكامل، 3 غرفف نومم، صالة جلوسس، صالة 

طعامم، حمامين وومطبخ وومدخل خاصص يتسع 
لسياررتين. االمدينة االسکكنية، حدةۃة. عبدااالله 

ثابت: 734118693
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�   	
�    	
�    	
�   

٠٢/٣٢٨٦٦٦	
�   	
�   
٠١/٤١٨٥٤٥/٧ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٤٦٦٦٦	
�    	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�   

٠١/٥٤٦٠٠٠	
�   :	
�   
٠١/٤٣٢٠٢٠/٣٠/٤٠ 	
�    	
�   

٠١/٤٢٣٠٣٠ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
١٤-٠١/٤٤٠٣٠٥/٧ 	
�    	
�   -	
�    	
�   

٠١/٤١٨٣٢٠ 	
�    	
�   -	
�    	
�   

معاهد
٠١/٤٤٥٤٨٢/٣/٤	
�    	
�    	
�   

٠١/٢٦٤٢٢١	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٥٥٧٤١٥	
�   :	
�    	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   

٠١/٥٣٧٨٧١ 	
�    	
�   
 ٠١/٤٤١٠٣٦ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٤٨٥٧٣ 	
�    	
�   

شركاتت االتأمين
٠١/٥٥٥٥٥٥ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢٧٢٩٢٤ 	
�    	
�   
٠١/٦٠٨٢٧٢ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٢١٤٠٩٣	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٤٢٨٨٠٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   

مدااررسس
٠١/٤٤٠٨٤٠: 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٧٣٣٤٥٥٦٤٥	
�   :

٠١/٤١٤٠٢٦	
�    	
�    ـ 	
�   
              ٠١/٤٢٤٤٣٣

  ٠١/٣٧٠١٩١/٢	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   
     ٠١/٣٧٠١٩٣:	
�   

٠١/٤٤٨٢٥٨/٩ 	
�    	
�    	
�   
٠١/٣٨٢٠٩١ 	
�    	
�   

سفرياتت
٠١/٢٧٤٦٩١ ٠١/٢٨٠٧٧٧ 	
�    	
�   

٥٣٥٠٨٠ /٠١  	
�    	
�   
٢٢١٢٧٠ /٠٢	
�   

٤٤١١٥٨/٥٩/٦٠-٠١	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   

مطاعم
( 	
�    	
�    	
�    )	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�   
٩١٦٧٦٢	
�   :	
�    	
�   	
�   	
�   ٥٧٣٦٦٢ ١٠ - ٠٩٢٥٠٥ ١٠	
�   :	
�   

❒ ااستئجارر ❒ إإيجارر  ❒ شرااءء  ❒ بيع 
❒ غير ذذلك ❒ طلب ووظيفة  ❒ ووظائف شاغرةة 

تفاصيل االاعلانن:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------
عنواانن االتوااصل: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

كوبونن للاعلاناتت االشخصية  (كل االاعلاناتت االشخصية بدوونن أأيي مقابل)

تايمز  على فاكس ٢٦٨٢٧٦  ااوو على صندووقق بريد  ٢٥٧٩ - صنعاءء  إإلى صحيفة يمن  االكوبونن ووااررسله  قص هذاا 
لمزيد من االمعلوماتت ااتصل بب (تت ٢٦٨٦٦١/٢/٣ ٠١)

ÜÉ≤ãdG	
�   OGƒYCG


	العدد�   استراحة

	
�    	
�   
إمرأة فرنسية تواجه عقوبة السجن لأنها قبلت لوحة في 

معرض لشدّة إعجابها بها ، فتركت عليها أثار حمرة شفاه 
. قميمة اللوحة مليونا يورو ، وهي للفنان الأمريكي « سي 

توومبلي «.

	
�   	
�    	
�   
عندما يمدح الناس شخصا ، قليلون يصدقون ذلك وعندما 

يذمونه فالجيمع يصدقون .

 	
�   

واحد قام من النوم على صراخ الجيران ، سأله : إيش في ؟
قالوا له : الماء مسموم  ، رجع البيت وجد زوجته صحيت من 

النوم وسألته : إيش حدث؟
قال لها : لا ماحصل شيء ، إشربي ماء ونامي .

	
�    	
�   
شيء يدل على الجد والنشاط إذا حذفنا الحرف الأخير منه 

صار أحد الأقارب ، فما هو ؟

	
�    	
�   
ان العقرب يتمكن من الصوم لمدة ٣۳ سنوات متتالية

Üƒ∏≤ŸÉH	
�   ∫ƒ∏◊G

IOƒ≤ØŸG	
�   áª∏µμdG

٩٦ + ٣٩ = ١٣٥

:ÜÉ≤ãdG	
�   OGƒYCG

:IOƒ≤ØŸG	
�   áª∏µμdG
االلقاءء

:Oó©dG	
�   õ¨d
عمل

اافقي :

١۱سمير ووشهير ووبهير  .
٢۲االکكسندرر غرااهامم بل (مم)  .

٣۳حت (مم)  . اا اا اا – لبن – اافف – 
٤سهير ررمزيي (مم)  . جنراالل – 
٥اا اا اا اا اا اا اا اا   . قديم (مم) – 

٦بانن  . مدها – نيدوو – 
٧۷ددعع  . االحرمانن – حلها – 

٨۸بن (مم)  . هايي (مم) – االانيابب (مم) – 
٩۹ددوونن (مم)  . بي (مم) – مع – بيانو – 

١۱٠۰طفلتها   . اابب (مم) – االنق – 
١۱١۱اادديس اابابا  . لها – 

١۱٢۲سباقق  . نجهل (مم) – مهر – 
١۱٣۳االعيد  . اامنة (مم) – االسم – 

١۱٤ووددها (مم)  . جمالل سليمانن (مم) – 
١۱٥ااکكس  . مليودديي ددررااما – 

عمودديي 

١۱االمجالس (مم)   - منة شلبي (مم)  .
٢۲نايي  . مباني – هابيل (مم) – 

٣۳االممل  . ااحمد رراامي (مم) – 
٤ووياهه (مم)  . اارر (مم) – ااقدررهما –

٥ددلل (مم)  . هو (مم) – هم – علاجج – 
٦يساندنن (مم)  . شالل – اا اا اا اا – 
٧۷ددلل (مم)  . هربب – يقبلن (مم) – 

٨۸سمسارر   . يغنيانن – اايي – 
٩۹ااممها (مم)  . رر رر – اانحيازز (مم) – 

١۱٠۰جم  . وودد – ماددلين طبر – 
١۱١۱اافوااهه وواارراانب (مم)  .

١۱٢۲االسبل (مم)  . ااررفسه (مم) – اابب – 
١۱٣۳نتابعها  . کكي (مم) – بايي (مم) – 

١۱٤اايدكك  . هتلر (مم) – هونداا (مم) – 
١۱٥ااحسانن عبداالقدووسس   .

á©WÉ≤àe	
�   äÉª∏c

حرك عود ثقاب واحد لتصبح المعادلة الرياضية صحيحة



Interview by Nadia Al-Sakkaf

H
alima Gellman is a re-

searcher on a mission. 

After working and liv-

ing in several countries 

in the Middle East re-

gion she has developed a keen inter-

est in the Arab uprising and more 

specifically,	
�    women’s	
�    role	
�    in	
�    creating	
�    

change.	
�    Her	
�    research	
�    includes	
�    study-

ing the experience of women during 

revolutions	
�    across	
�    the	
�    years,	
�    starting	
�    

from the Algerian revolution against 

the	
�    French	
�    in	
�    1830,	
�    the	
�    Iranian	
�    revo-

lution	
�     in	
�     1979,	
�     and	
�     the	
�     2011	
�     Arab	
�    

Spring	
�     in	
�    Tunisia,	
�    Egypt,	
�     Libya	
�     and	
�    

Yemen.

The core principle driving her re-

search it is that no revolution with 

the aim of democratic change is a 

complete revolution if it does not 

include the political participation of 

women.

“There	
�     is	
�     no	
�     genuine	
�     democracy	
�    

without	
�     gender	
�     equality,”	
�     said	
�     Gell-

man.

Her	
�     findings	
�     show	
�     that	
�     although	
�    

women throughout the Arab Spring 

played	
�     an	
�     integral	
�     role,	
�     and	
�     were	
�     a	
�    

driving	
�    force	
�    behind	
�    the	
�    revolutions,	
�    

they	
�    are	
�    now	
�    largely	
�    being	
�    sidelined	
�    

in	
�     each	
�     country’s	
�     transitional	
�     pro-

cess.

“Take	
�     Tunisia	
�     for	
�     example,”	
�     ex-

plains	
�     Gellman.	
�     “They	
�     have	
�     one	
�     of	
�    

the	
�    strongest	
�    women’s	
�    movements	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    Arab	
�    world	
�    yet	
�    only	
�     two	
�    women	
�    

were appointed to the 19-member 

provisional	
�     government.	
�     If	
�     it	
�     wasn’t	
�    

for	
�     the	
�     Tunisian	
�     women’s	
�     ability	
�     to	
�    

quickly	
�     organize	
�     and	
�     work	
�     together	
�    

across political and ideological di-

vides,	
�    women	
�    would	
�    be	
�    in	
�    a	
�    very	
�    dif-

ferent	
�    situation	
�    than	
�    they	
�    are	
�    now.”

Despite	
�    the	
�    fact	
�    that	
�    Islamists	
�    have	
�    

become the dominant political voice 

in	
�     Tunisia,	
�     a	
�     revolutionary	
�     gender	
�    

parity	
�     law	
�    was	
�     passed.	
�     This	
�     law	
�     re-

quired equal numbers of men and 

women to be listed as candidates in 

the	
�     Constituent	
�     Assembly	
�     elections.	
�    

In	
�    a	
�    sense	
�    this	
�    law	
�    has	
�    guaranteed	
�    a	
�    

50 percent female political participa-

tion. This fact is little known to Ye-

meni women and should be used as 

an	
�     inspiration,	
�     just	
�     as	
�     the	
�     Tunisian	
�    

revolution was.

In	
�     Egypt,	
�     the	
�     situation	
�     is	
�     not	
�     so	
�    

positive as there were no women in 

the constitutional review committee 

and in the current elections women 

have	
�    not	
�    yet	
�    even	
�    been	
�    able	
�    to	
�    secure	
�    

10	
�    out	
�    of	
�    the	
�    roughly	
�    500	
�    seats	
�    in	
�    par-

liament. This is much less that under 

Mubarak's government.

“Women have been the biggest los-

ers	
�    of	
�     the	
�    Egyptian	
�    elections,	
�    which	
�    

are supposed to be the most fair and 

free	
�    elections	
�    in	
�    Egypt’s	
�    history,”	
�    said	
�    

Gellman.

Even	
�    going	
�    back	
�    in	
�    history	
�    to	
�    older	
�    

revolutions	
�    such	
�    as	
�    in	
�    Iran	
�    and	
�    Alge-

ria,	
�    where	
�    women	
�    contributed	
�    heavily	
�    

to	
�    the	
�    overthrow	
�    of	
�    old	
�    regimes,	
�    they	
�    

ended up being excluded in the power 

and decision making positions.

In	
�     Libya,	
�     out	
�     of	
�     the	
�     40-member	
�    

transitional	
�     government,	
�     only	
�     two	
�    

are	
�     women,	
�     and	
�     in	
�     the	
�     new	
�     presi-

dent’s	
�     inaugural	
�     speech	
�     he	
�     raised	
�     a	
�    

lot	
�    of	
�    red	
�    flags	
�    for	
�    women,	
�    including	
�    

declaring sharia to be the law of the 

new	
�    country.	
�    The	
�    problem	
�    for	
�    many	
�    

female	
�    Libyan	
�    activists	
�    is	
�    not	
�    sharia	
�    

in	
�    itself,	
�    but	
�    the	
�    president’s	
�    seeming-

ly	
�    narrow	
�    and	
�    monolithic	
�    interpreta-

tion	
�    of	
�    Islamic	
�    law.

Lessons learned for Yemeni 

women

Yemeni women should be working 

out strategies on how their rights and 

newfound political space can be pre-

served in a new Yemen.

“When	
�    I	
�    talk	
�    to	
�    young	
�    women	
�    from	
�    

Change	
�    Square,	
�    they	
�    say	
�    they	
�    are	
�    not	
�    

worried about their rights being tak-

en	
�     away,”	
�     said	
�     Gellman.	
�     “They	
�     say:	
�    

‘We worked so hard for the revolu-

tion	
�    and	
�    they	
�    [the	
�    new	
�    leaders]	
�    can-

not	
�     exclude	
�    us,	
�     because	
�    we	
�    have	
�     af-

firmed	
�    our	
�    place	
�    in	
�    society	
�    and	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

political	
�    sphere	
�    and	
�    they	
�    cannot	
�    take	
�    

it	
�     away	
�     from	
�     us	
�     in	
�     the	
�     new	
�     Yemen’.	
�    

Unfortunately,	
�    we	
�    can	
�    see	
�     from	
�    his-

tory	
�    that	
�    this	
�    has	
�    not	
�    been	
�    the	
�    case,”	
�    

she explained.

“As for the more experienced civil 

society	
�     activists,	
�     when	
�     I	
�     ask	
�     about	
�    

the three female ministers out of 35 

in	
�    the	
�    new	
�    government	
�    many	
�    women	
�    

said	
�    they	
�    are	
�    happy,”	
�    she	
�    said.

“I	
�     heard	
�     them	
�     say	
�     ‘excellent!’”	
�     ex-

claimed	
�    Gellman.	
�    “Not	
�    all	
�    women	
�    say	
�    

that	
�    but	
�    enough	
�    to	
�    worry	
�    me.”

Her concern is that this attitude 

exists after a revolution that was sup-

posed	
�     to	
�     create	
�     a	
�    more	
�     just	
�     society.	
�    

“To	
�     hear	
�     these	
�     women	
�     say	
�     this	
�     is	
�     a	
�    

step	
�     forward	
�     was	
�     really	
�     concerning	
�    

to	
�    me,”	
�    she	
�    said.

Some Yemeni women and men 

claim that there are no leading politi-

cal	
�    women	
�    because	
�    there	
�    simply	
�    are	
�    

not	
�    enough	
�    qualified	
�    women	
�    to	
�    fill	
�    in	
�    

the seats.

But	
�     Gellman	
�     says	
�     she	
�     has	
�     heard	
�    

this before and does not believe it is 

a valid argument.

“I	
�    have	
�    met	
�    many	
�    amazing	
�    Yemeni	
�    

women	
�    who	
�    are	
�    extremely	
�    intelligent	
�    

and	
�    outspoken.	
�    You	
�     cannot	
�     say	
�     that	
�    

there	
�    aren’t	
�    enough	
�    women	
�    to	
�    choose	
�    

from,”	
�    she	
�    said.	
�    “Although	
�    obviously	
�    

Yemen needs to continue focusing 

on	
�    building	
�    the	
�    capacity	
�    of	
�    both	
�    men	
�    

and women and decreasing the edu-

cational	
�    gender	
�    gap.”

Yemeni reactions  

A late draft of Gulf Cooperation Coun-

cil	
�    (GCC)	
�    deal	
�    had	
�    a	
�    20	
�    percent	
�    quota	
�    

in	
�     the	
�    new	
�    cabinet	
�    but	
�     the	
�    final	
�    one	
�    

only	
�    included	
�    vague	
�    supportive	
�    word-

ings	
�     of	
�     women’s	
�     inclusion.	
�     Gellman	
�    

believes	
�     it	
�     is	
�     important	
�    to	
�    figure	
�    out	
�    

why	
�     this	
�    quota	
�    was	
�     taken	
�    out,	
�     since	
�    

it could have made a huge difference 

in	
�    the	
�    current	
�    political	
�    landscape.	
�    In	
�    

addition,	
�    she	
�    highlights	
�    how	
�    vital	
�    it	
�    is	
�    

for Yemeni women to create pressure 

groups	
�    and	
�    lobby	
�    for	
�    the	
�    inclusion	
�    of	
�    

women in this transitional phase.

“I	
�    am	
�    worried	
�    about	
�    the	
�    future	
�    po-

litical participation of women. All too 

often	
�    women’s	
�    rights	
�    are	
�    used	
�    as	
�    po-

litical	
�    bargaining	
�    chips,”	
�    she	
�    said.

Yet Yemeni women themselves 

are not taking full advantage of the 

transition period and using it as an 

opportunity	
�     to	
�     advance	
�     their	
�     rights.	
�    

This	
�     is	
�     due	
�     to	
�     a	
�    number	
�    of	
�     reasons,	
�    

including a lack of cooperation be-

tween	
�     women’s	
�     organizations	
�     and	
�    

activists and a lack of experience in 

building bridges across political par-

ties and ideologies.

Thus,	
�     there	
�     is	
�     currently	
�     no	
�     strat-

egy	
�     to	
�     ensure	
�     that	
�    women	
�    will	
�     have	
�    

a seat at the constitutional review 

committee or be part of the national 

dialogue.

As	
�     a	
�     part	
�     of	
�     her	
�     master’s	
�     degree	
�    

research,	
�    Gellman	
�    has	
�    been	
�    studying	
�    

the efforts that have been made over 

the last nine months to bring women 

from different political parties to-

gether	
�    and	
�    build	
�    a	
�    women’s	
�    agenda.

“Every	
�    time	
�    I	
�    ask,	
�    I	
�    am	
�    given	
�    a	
�    dif-

ferent	
�     example,”	
�     she	
�     said.	
�     “Women	
�    

are	
�     so	
�     segregated	
�     they	
�     do	
�    not	
�     know	
�    

about	
�    each	
�    others’	
�    programs.”

She also argued that Yemeni wom-

en need more resources to connect 

women	
�     in	
�     the	
�    Arab	
�     Spring,	
�     not	
�     just	
�    

the	
�    top	
�    elites,	
�    and	
�    to	
�    create	
�    regional	
�    

networks to allow women to share 

stories and advice and support each 

other.

Yemeni women also need to under-

stand the political position of each 

party	
�     and	
�     political	
�     stakeholder.	
�     For	
�    

example,	
�    when	
�    asking	
�    Yemeni	
�    wom-

en	
�     if	
�     Islah’s	
�     position	
�     on	
�    women	
�    had	
�    

changed	
�     since	
�     the	
�     revolution,	
�     Gell-

man said that few had a clear answer 

because no one had engaged them on 

the issue.

She advised Yemeni activists and 

political	
�    women	
�    to	
�    reach	
�    out	
�    to	
�    other,	
�    

even	
�    if	
�     they	
�    are	
�    from	
�    different	
�     ideo-

logical	
�     and	
�     political	
�     backgrounds,	
�    

certain	
�     they	
�     can	
�     find	
�     enough	
�     com-

mon ground to create some shared 

demands.

“Undoubtedly	
�     the	
�     revolution	
�     has	
�    

created new political space for wom-

en.	
�    The	
�    question	
�    is	
�    –	
�    can	
�    we	
�    keep	
�    it?”	
�    

she said.

In	
�     the	
�     end	
�     Gellman	
�     hopes	
�     that	
�    

just	
�    as	
�    Yemeni	
�    women	
�    surprised	
�    the	
�    

world with their powerful role in the 

revolution,	
�     they	
�     will	
�     seize	
�     the	
�     op-

portunity	
�    offered	
�    by	
�    the	
�    transitional	
�    

period and surprise the world with 

their role in the new Yemen.
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Carving out a place for Yemeni women

Halima Gellman
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igYemeni women still have a chance to make a place for 

themselves in the world of politics, especially after their 

significant	
�    contribution	
�    to	
�    the	
�    making	
�    of	
�    the	
�    revolution.	
�    
However, without better preparation, women run the risk 

of	
�    being	
�    left	
�    out	
�    of	
�    Yemen’s	
�    transitional	
�    process.
Halima Gellman, an analyst and researcher in politics 

and gender, doing her thesis at New York University on 

“Yemeni women in the revolution: Building a women’s 

agenda,” has some thoughts on the lessons learned for 

Yemeni	
�    women.

“This is a critical 
time, we are in 
transition and if 
Yemeni women 
do not mobilize 
themselves and 
their communities 
we could lose many 
opportunities for 
advancing women’s 
rights.”

“Democracy is about 
representing the 
people, how can you 
have real democracy 
when half of the 
population is being 
excluded?”

Key suggestions 
for Yemeni 
women

Building a national•

strategy for women in the
transition period, including
finding	
�    ways	
�    to	
�    ensure

that women are part of the
constitutional process.
Working	
�    to	
�    fill	
�    the•

ministries with more
women.
Building alliances across•

political parties and
increasing collaboration
between women’s
organizations and
activists.
Engaging Islah on•

women’s issues.
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Women have played a crucial role in protests, pioneering the 

role	
�    of	
�    women	
�    in	
�    the	
�    future	
�    of	
�    Yemeni	
�    society	
�    and	
�    politics.




