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Turn to the

By: Mohamed Bin Sallam

SANAA, May 9 — The new leader of
the 3rd Republican Guard Brigade,
Abdurrahman Al-Halili, has been
unable to assume control of his new
position since he was appointed to
replace former president Saleh’s
nephew, Tareq Mohamed Abdul-
lah Saleh, on April 6 by President
Hadi.

Despite the publicized news that
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Mutiny of the 3rd Republican Guard Brigade

the former leader of the brigade left
his office last Wednesday due to ef-
forts of the UN Secretary General's
Special Advisor to Yemen, Jamal
Ben Omar, sources at the brigade
headquarters said that a rebellion
of officers loyal to former president
Saleh erupted to keep the new lead-
er from taking on his command.
The 3rd Brigade, which is an
advanced unit of the Republican
Guard commanded by former

General Mohamed Ali

“Since 1994, no single new

Republican Guard.”

\

Mohsen to the Yemen Times

weapon entered the hands of
the armed forces and the new
arming has been focused on the
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President  Saleh’s
son, Ahmed, is sta-
tioned in critical
positions on Nahdin
Mountain near the
Presidential Palace
in the Al-Saba'een
area of Sana'a, on
Asr Mountain to the
west of Sana’a and
Nugum Mountain to
the east of Sana’a.
Following the
brigade's departure
ceremonywhichBen
Omar attended, Ab-
dulhamid Maqgwala,
brigadier chief of
staff and one of the
former president’s
aides, deployed
tanks in and out-
side of the brigade’s
headquarters. He
instructed brigade
personnel to reject
the newly-appoint-
ed commander’s or-
ders and to prevent
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him from entering The 3rd Brigade is an advanced military unit of the Republican Guard. It is stationed in critical positions on
the office, military Al-Nahdin Mountain overlooking the presidential palace, Asr Mountain to the west of Sana’a and Nugum
sources told local Mountain to the east of Sana’a.

media.

The sources
added that while
Magwala was inciting the troops
to rebel against Al-Halili, Colonel
Mohamed Al-Shama'a, an officer
at the brigade, defied his orders.
Al-Shama'a said that Maqwala’s ac-
tions are against military law and
aren't in line with the GCC power-
transfer deal and its implementa-
tion mechanism.

Maqwala stripped Shama'a of his
sidearm, took his military badge
and ordered his soldiers to arrest

him. There is still no information
on Shama'a's whereabouts.

Magqwala, who is leading the mu-
tiny, was appointed commander
of the 72nd Mechanized Brigade
in 2008 by a decree issued by for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh.
He surrendered all of the brigade's
weaponry and equipment to Houthi
fighters in Sa’ada during the sixth
round of war in 2008 between the
Yemeni army and the Houthis in
north Yemen.

A military commander who re-
quested anonymity told the Yemen
Times that "all gossip about Tariq
Mohammed Abdullah Saleh is cre-
ated by former president Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, who is attempting to keep
all his relatives in their posts."

He further said that the former
president wants to keep his nephew
Tariq in office so that more conces-
sions in his interest are made under
the framework of the GCC power
transfer deal.

Other military sources said that
Saleh and his son and nephew are
inciting soldiers against Al-Halili,
instructing them to demand an in-
crease of their salaries and privi-
leges, Al-Ahali newspaper reported
on Tuesday.

However, on Saturday Tareq de-
nied on any mutiny at the brigade
camps, saying that he has been at
his home, and all reports of mutiny
have been fabricated by media out-
lets affiliated with the Islah Party.

22 Yemenli soldiers
killed in Al-Qaeda attack

By: Ahmed Dawood

ABYAN, May 9 — Itis reported that
more than 22 soldiers have been
killed in an attack carried out by
Ansar Al-Sharia on two military
position belonging to the 115th Bri-
gade in the Dofes and Alkood areas
of Abyan governorate on Monday
morning,.

Ansar  Al-Sharia  militants
launched an assault on the second
infantry battalion and the artillery
battalion of 115th Brigade com-
manded by Ali Haidarah Al-Han-
shi, who indicated that the dawn
attack was abrupt and came from
different sides. Machine guns, mor-
tar shelling and R.P.Gs were used
in the attack, a security source told
the Yemen Times.

He further said that the bodies of
soldiers were scattered on the bat-

tlefield, and due to heavy shooting,
they were not able to collect them.
The source confirmed that Ansar
Al-Sharia was accompanied by
cars equipped with loud-speakers,
which they used to call on the sol-
diers to "set free our captives." They
also threatened the soldiers with
death if they refused to withdraw
from their positions and refused to
hand over all their weapons. Ansar
Al-Sharia managed to capture al-
most 30 soldiers.

He noted that Ansar Al-Sharia
gunmen are of different nation-
alities, including Afghans, Somalis,
Saudis and Iranians.

A source in the Ministry of De-
fense said that the soldiers were
able to repel the attack, which re-
sulted in the death of several mem-
bers of Ansar Al-Sharia fighters,
confirming that they escaped im-
mediately after the attack.

Ansar Al-Sharia said that their
attack, which they called “If you
return we will,” came in response
to a statement made by President
Abd Rabu Mansour Hadi at the be-
ginning of this week, in which he
threatened to wage a war against
Al-Qaeda. Subsequent reports in-
dicated the arrival of U.S Marines
deployed to fight Ansar Al-Sharia
in Abyan province at Al-Anad mili-
tary base in Lahaj governorate.

In a report issued by Ansar Al-
Sharia, they claim to have killed 30
soldiers, captured 28 others, and
seized heavy weapons, including
anti-aircraft guns, three military
vehicles, six machine guns, four
missiles and various ammunition.
They also burned two tanks.

The attack took place just one day
after the U.S killed Fahad Al Gas'a,
a leading figure in Al-Qaeda, in a
US drone strike in the area of Ra-
fad in Shabwah governorate.

Fahad Al Gas'a was on the FBI's
most wanted list for his role in the
bombing of the USS Cole in Aden's
harbor in 2000, in which 17 Ameri-

can Marines were killed.

Al-Gas'a had survived five assas-
sination attempts by the US, most
recently in August 2011.

Early this past March, Ansar Al-
Sharia militants launched a similar

Algasa’s profile

Fahd Alqgasa, also known as Abu
Hothaifah, was born in 1976 in
Aden, Yemen.

The United States accused him
of being involved in the USS Cole
Destroyer bombing in 2000,
which resulted in the death of 17
American sailors.

The Yemeni government arrest-

attack on a military position in the
region of Dofes, which resulted in
the death of more than 100 Yemeni
soldiers, in addition to the capture
of 73 others, who were set free a
week ago.

ed Algasa in 2000 and sentenced him to seven-year imprisonment in
the Political Security Prison in Aden. He managed to break out of the
prison in April 2003, but was recaptured in 2004 and remained in
prison until he finished his sentence in 2007. His ultimate release, by
judicial decision, raised concerns with the American administration.
On December 7, 2010, United states listed Fahd Alqasa as a global
terrorist, which placed him on the US Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion’s (FBI) most-wanted list.

FBI headquarters had offered a $5 million reward for information
leading to his capture for his involvement in the USS Cole bombing.

Algasa ranked three after the deceased Osama Bin Laden and Ay-
man Al- Zwaheri on the US capture-or-kill list. Algasa had survived
five assassination attempts, four of which were carried out in Shabwa
governorate and one in Afghanistan, all by US drones.

On May 6, Alqasa was assassinated by a US drone strike in the town

of Rafad in Shabwa, east Yemen.
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Dengue fever spreads in Hajja
and causes seven deaths

By: Ahmed Dawood

HAJJA, May 9 — Residents of Bani
Jamal, a village in Qofl Shamr area,
Hajja governorate, have been suf-
fering from dengue fever for the
past month.

Thus far, seven people have died,
a young girl among them, accord-
ing to the Hajja Public Health Of-
fice (PHO).

Ahmed Jobran Al-Faqi, the father
of a girl who suffers from dengue
fever in Qofl Shamr, said that the
symptoms of his daughter's illness
are headache, backache, neck pain,
high temperature and sometimes
she falls unconscious for several
hours.

Al-Faqi always tries to look for
medicine for his sick daughter, but
in vain. There are no hospitals in
the village and no health facilities.

"I moved from my village with
my daughter to Al-Jomhori Hospi-
tal in Hajja so that I could find her
treatment," he said.

"The Hospital's administration
told me that they have no treatment
for this disease [dengue fever] and
advised me to take care so that the
disease doesn't spread to me and
the rest of my family," Al-Faqi said.

The seven who have died are Ma-
jed Mohammed Thabet (age one),
Najm Al-Deen (nine months old),
Shehab Ibraheem Al-Moqri (two
years old), Romitha'a Ali Ahmed
(one and a half years old) Ibtesam
Yahia (seven years old), Kamal
Ibraheem Ali Taher (two years old)
and Shaima'a Abdullah Ahmed (five
years old), according to Ali Hassan,
aresident in Bani Gamal village.

"The disease spread to Aflah Al-
Yemen and Bait Ghailan, two dis-
tricts of Hajja,” he said. “Moreover,
Asem Abdulsamad Ghailan and
Jobran Ali Jobran were affected
by the disease and were taken to

gealgaded.com

Electricity minister demands army
to protect Mareb Gas Power Station

By: Ashraf Al-Muraqeb

Al-Jomhori Hospital in Hajja," he
added.

Dr Adel Al-Moayad, the director
of Hajja PHO, said that he accom-
panied a medical team to Bani Ja-
mal village after receiving a notifi-
cation saying that seven people had
died from measles, but then they
discovered that it wasn't measles
but dengue fever.

"Dengue fever was widespread
in Hajja four months ago but the
residents didn't convey that to the
PHO,” he said. “We came to know
about it this week. Therefore, we
sent a medical team to the area to
give people the needed vaccination
to combat dengue fever," he added.

Al-Moayad further indicated that
the office used pesticides in the
area to eradicate mosquitoes that
cause the disease.

He confirmed that the reason
behind the disease outbreak is the
stagnant and exposed water where
mosquitoes breed.

He said that the infected people
suffer from fever, severe headache,
rash, joint and muscle pain, inter-
nal bleeding and pain in eyes.

For a long time, the local authori-
ties of Qofl Shamar area have been
suffering from deterioration of
health facilities.

"There are no hospitals in the
area and no proper health facili-
ties," said Sheikh Abdulla Thabet,
a prominent social leader in Bani
Jamal village.

"The majority of the locals here
are poverty-stricken and they
aren't able to travel to the capital or
other governorates to receive medi-
cal treatment" He said.
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Contract Duration: One Year
Location: Sana’a
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What we’re looking for

To apply

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering,
has been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its

You will ensure safe driving of Oxfam vehicles with valid permits, check vehicle condition on daily
basis, ensure that the vehicle has first-aid box and other essentials, do necessary minor repairs
on the vehicle when need arises, and ensure that all passengers travelling in the vehicle are
authorized. You will be responsible for informing the Logistics Officer of the movements, reporting
any accidents, keeping your driving license valid and ready for inspection, and making sure all
necessary vehicle documents are present in the vehicle and up to date. Sometimes you will be
responsible for assisting in small purchases for the programme, carrying out routine logistics and
administrative duties, and doing other duties reasonably assigned by your manager.

We are looking for someone with demonstrated ability to maintain a clean, trouble free, fully
equipped and a ready vehicle and provide punctual and reliable services, with economic routing.
You should have some cars repairing skills, a current Yemeni driving license, and knowledge
of the city. You should have an ability to plan route trips economically and efficiently, to handle
breakdowns independently, to work irregular hours, to spend extended periods on tour, and to
demonstrate sensitivity to gender equality and equity issues in work practices. You should have
the initiative to take on responsibility with minimal supervision and have the willingness to actively
participate in office activities and contribute to general office work.

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in this position, please send
a copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for, to

yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk

Closing date for applications is 17th May 2012

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates before the

closing date

Oxfam is an equal opportunity employer

SANA’A, May 9 — The Minster of
Electricity, Saleh Sumae, called for
the intervention of the Ministry of
Defense and Ministry of Interior in
order to stop the repetitive assaults
on the power station in Marib gov-
ernorate.

The 400-MW Mareb Gas Power
Station, which supplies electric-
ity to the capital Sana’a and other
neighboring areas, has been sub-
jected to repeated attacks by local
armed tribesmen, leaving the city
of Sana’a in darkness.

Sumae declared to the Yemeni
Cabinet in a May oth statement
that, “Saboteurs in Marib stormed
tower 304 using explosive devices
on Monday. This attack resulted in
serious damage to the whole tower.
This followed repairs that electrical
technicians made to Sana’a-Marib
power lines.”

For his part, Engineer Moham-
med Al-Shibani, general manager
of transportation and power sta-
tions at the Ministry of Electricity,
said that armed men used dyna-
mite in order to blow up the tower.
Consequently, the four base struc-
tures of the tower were seriously
damaged and have become liable to
collapse.

The ministry sent electric techni-
cians to Marib to fix defects in the
tower after attacks by armed men
on Sunday and Monday. Electric-
ity was cut off as a result, and the

power went off in Sana’a.

Since last year, Marib Gas station
has been subject to repeated at-
tacks. The capital city experienced
blackouts that went on for months.

According to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Electricity on
Monday, the attacks on electricity
infrastructure have reached 144.
Furthermore, the financial losses
of the ministry are estimated at YR
36 billion, or USD 197 million.

Furthermore, sources close to

a tribal leader, Sultan Al-Arada,
who is also the governor of Mareb,
told the Yemen Times that the Al-
Shanan tribe pledged to protect the
electricity towers. A petition was
signed last month by tribal chief-
tains announcing their responsi-
bility for protecting the electricity
power towers and wires.

However, tribal leaders have
failed to uphold their promises to
defend the power stations, as sabo-
tage of the stations goes on.

Private power company in Hadramout
demands the government $17 million

By: Khalid Al-Karimi

HADRMOUT, May 9 — Residents
of coastal Hadramout are anxious
after receiving threats that their
power supply will be cut off.

Hadramout Investment Power
Company (HIPC) is one of the lead-
ing power companies in Hadramout
governorate which generates 70
megawatt and covers 75 percent of
coastal Hadramout.

The company accommodates 120
Yemeni workers and was estab-
lished in late 2010.

The company’s service is based
on a contract with the Electricity
Public Corporation.

The company is responsible for
providing power to locals in the
Coastal Hadramout, and the gov-
ernment is in charge of paying the
electricity dues.

Locals pay the government the
electricity fees.

The manager of the company,
Najeeb Abdullah Shahra, told to
the Yemen Times that the Electric-
ity Public Corporation has not paid
its bills, totaling some$ 17 million.

“The ongoing situation is at risk
of further deterioration unless the
government takes action in order to
prevent an impending disaster. The
situation is an indicator that the
national unity government is not
exerting its best efforts to alleviate

its people’s suffering,” said Shahra.

Over the past year of political
turbulence, HIPC endeavored to
supply power though without pay.

“We endured an extremely dif-
ficult situation over the last year
year. We understood that the coun-
try was in unusually tough circum-
stances. Thus, we remained com-
mitted to generating power without
payment. However, we have now
come to the end of our patience,
“said Shahra.

The situation in Coastal Had-
rmout will be disastrous unless

the government acts promptly to
thwart the tragedy, according to
Shahra.

He showed the Yemen Times a
copy of the presidential order de-
manding the Electricity Ministry’s
and Finance Ministry’s quick solu-
tion of the problem.

President Hadi penned in an of-
ficial paper that the company sub-
mitted to him that, “Work hard to
pay what is due to Hadrmout Com-
pany in terms of power genera-
tion,” meaning the Electricity and
Finance ministries.

the following link:

Progressio Yemen is currently seeking qualified candidates for the following two posts:

¢ Administrative and Finance Assistant, based in Sana’a
¢ Program Officer, based in Sana’a

To know more about the required qualifications, roles and responsibilities of the two posts please visit

www.progressioyemen.org/jobs

Interested candidates for these posts must e-mail their C.V. with covering letter specifying the post they
are applying for to the following e-mail address: abeer@progressioyemen.org

Closing date: 20th May,2012

Interviews: Week of 26th May, 2012
(Only short listed candidates will be contacted)

Progressio has been leading the way on practical international development issues for more than
forty years. Whether through placing development workers overseas, or in our policy and advocacy
achievements, Progressio has a track record of making a difference.
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African refugees stuck in Saudi border

By muaad Al-Maqatari

SANAA ' May 6 — The Yemeni In-
terior Ministry has highlighted
humanitarian abuses that African
refugees undergo at various smug-
gling points along the Saudi-Yeme-
ni border.

At these border crossings, par-
ticularly in Harad city, the African
stowaways to Saudi Arabia have
become easy prey for human traf-
ficking gangs.

The gangs torture the refugees
and make them call their relatives
living in Saudi Arabia or in any oth-
er country to send them money.

The Ministry of Interior said last
Thursday that a convoy of eight
armed vehicles had stormed smug-
glers’ courtyards in the Harad di-
rectorate.

The raid resulted in the freeing
of 89 African hostages, among
whom there were 76 Somalis, a Ni-
gerian man, six Nigerian women
and six Sudanese. Five smugglers
were captured in the security op-
eration.

The Interior Ministry further
added on its website that the in-
vestigation led to a deeper un-
derstanding of the refugees' suf-
fering and more specifically how
they were subject to extortion and
blackmail by smugglers who forced
them to call their relatives to send
money.

A statement on the website said,
"the security forces in coordina-
tion with prosecutors were able to
storm into the house of the smug-
glers and capture three convicts
accused of detaining Ethiopian
stowaways. Two of the smugglers
were found to have tortured the
detainees with an electrical cable
and iron chain.”

The Interior Ministry has de-
tained the smugglers for investiga-
tion while keeping the African vic-
tims in the custody of directorate

YT archive photo by Ali Saeed

The Yemeni Ministry of Interior said it arrested members of human smuggling gangs who detain African refugees and forced them
to call their relatives to send them money.

security. The Ministry last March
discovered similar cases of torture
against African people, when Ye-
meni security forces intercepted
345 stowaways from the Horn of
Africa heading for Yemeni coasts.
Among them were 95 women and
39 children. The refugees were
gathered and sent to the main ref-
ugee camp in Kharaz, Lahaj prov-

ince in the south of Yemen.

A report issued by the Interior
Ministry in February said that 170
Africans had been detained, tor-
tured and mistreated by criminals
in Harad from January 2011 to
February 2012.

The report stated that among the
victims were 91 men, 10 women, 50
children and 19 senior citizens. Ac-

cording to the report, most of them
had been tortured so severely that
they suffered from sight and hear-
ing deformities.

The Interior Ministry announced
last February that Harad police of-
ficers had arrested two smuggling
suspects. One of them admitted
that he was detaining 49 Ethiopian
immigrants and the second detain-

ing 79 others. The International
Organization for Migration (IOM)
said last December that more than
65,000 Ethiopians had landed
on Yemen’s coasts compared to
34,422 in 2010.

Data from the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) indicate that 37,333
stowaways have already arrived to

Yemen this year. 616 others either
died or had gone missing en route.

Some refugees drowned and
some women got lost near Yemeni
coasts. Sibly, one of those who sur-
vived the nightmarish experience
only to be caught by Yemeni forces
in the courtyard of the Human
Rights Ministry, said she sustains
herself by dreaming of her final
destination.

Despite the near exhaustion of
finances, influential aid organiza-
tionsaretryingveryhardto contain
the humanitarian crisis. Medecins
sans Frontiers (Doctors without
Borders), for example, has opened
a hospital for refugees which had
previously been designated to in-
ternally displaced people. UNHCR
has also appointed employees to
handle the humanitarian crisis.

The IOM, along with UNHCR,
has allocated considerable human-
itarian funding and employees to
facilitate Ethiopian repatriation for
those who want to return home.

It is evident that the Saudi pol-
icy of turning a blind eye to the
refugees on the border of its poor
neighbor state will inevitably exac-
erbate the situation in Harad. The
National Institute to Combat Hu-
man Trafficking said in one of its
2011 reports that there was wide-
spread trafficking of people in Ye-
men by organized gangs trading in
human organs and exploiting chil-
dren and teenagers.

The organization put the respon-
sibility of this snowballing illegal
activity on the transitional govern-
ment, at the same time asking the
government to put an end to such
widespread public crimes.

According to the organization’s
reports, the African refugees being
exploited in Yemen are forced to
work very hard in return for low-
wages, or are coerced through tor-
ture into calling their relatives and
asking them for money.

Different attitudes towards the
Communication Committee

By: Khalid Al-Karimi

Sana'a May 8 — Political Parties
in Yemen expressed different at-
titudes on the newly established
Communication Committee set up
by President Abd Rabo Mansour
Hadi on Sunday.

Al-Nasiri Party, which is a mem-
ber of the Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) [Yemen’s traditional opposi-
tion coalition], declared its opposi-
tion to the forming of the Commu-
nication Committee because "there
was no Nasiri member involved,”
the local news website Al-Masdr
online quoted the General Secre-
tary of the party as saying.

The General Secretary of the
party added that Al-Nasiri party
has the right to reject the presiden-
tial decree with regard to the Com-
munication Committee formation.

"The decree is not in harmony
with the Gulf Initiative mecha-
nism," the statement said.

A Southern Movement leader, Dr.
Nasser Al-Khubji, in Lahj, south
Yemen denied the Southern Move-
ment’s approval of the Gulf Initia-
tive power transfer deal and the
Communication Committee.

"The Communication Committee
is not to settle the southern issue. It
is only to end the political dispute
between the regime and opposi-
tion in Sana’a," said Al-Khubji in
a telephone conversation with the
Yemen Times.

He went on to state that, "If the
national unity government wants
to confer with us, they should know
that the dialogue has to be between
the south and the north and not
just between political opponents."

The members of the Communi-
cation Committee consist mainly
of the General Peoples Congress
(GPC), former President Ali Ab-

Members of the Communication Committee

Person Political affiliation
1 | Aabdulwahab Al-Ansi Islah Party
2 | Nadia Al-Sakkaf Independent
3 | Dr. Yaseen Saeed Noman Yemeni Socialist Party
4 | Abdlkadir Ali Hilal GPC
5 | Ja’afer Saeed Bsaleh GPC
6 | Hussein Arab GPC defector
7 | Rakiah Abdulkadir Independent
8 | Dr.Abdulkareem Al-Eryani GPC

dullah Saleh’s party, and members
of the JMP opposition coalition --
mainly from the Islah Party and
the Socialist Party. The commit-
tee also includes two independent
members.

The Houthis in north Yemen who
are in control of Sa’ada governorate
and surrounding areas showed si-
lent opposition toward the forma-
tion of the Communication Com-
mittee.

The Yemen Times -contacted
the Houthis' spokesperson, Saleh

Habra, but he declined to com-
ment.

The Communication Commit-
tee’s task is to accelerate the pro-
cedures of constituting the Prepa-
ratory Committee of the national
dialogue conference not later than
May 30, according to the Republi-
can Decree issued by Hadi on Sun-
day.

A source on the committee who
requested anonymity said that the
committee has not yet decided on
an action plan for their task.

Disputes between Yemeni
government and tribal leaders
over budget

By: Ghayda Al-Ariqi

SANA'A, May 9: During a visit to
Ta'iz last week, the Yemeni Prime
Minister, Mohammed Salem Bas-
indawa, declared that he would
revoke financial allocations for
sheikhs included in the budget
passed by the Yemeni parliament
last month. The declaration caused
disputes among sheikhs.

As a reaction, the sheikhs held
a special meeting last Monday,
attended by 400 sheikhs from
various Yemeni governorates and
belonging to different political par-
ties. They released a statement to
President Hadi, complaining about
Basindawa's declaration last Friday
in Ta'iz.

"The meeting was held following
the statement of the prime minister
in which he claimed that the money
sheikhs receive was allocated to
them by the former regime to buy
their loyalty," said Hussein Jazem,
the sheikhs' spokesman.

"The sheikhs [from the General
People's Congress] don't like the
way the prime minister treats them
because he is biased against them.
Sometimes he behaves as if he is the
prime minister of the Joint Meeting
Parties," added Jazem.

"The sheiks want the prime min-
ister to treat them with an even
hand as president Hadi does. They
demand that the prime minister
apologize to them for saying offen-
sive things and they demand that
he treats them without prejudice,
as they support change in Yemen
and aren't hindering the imple-
mentation of the Gulf Initiative," he
added.

"The prime minister insulted the
sheikhs twice, saying that they are

Prime Minister Mohammed Salem Basindawa.

corrupt, and declaring that they re-
ceive YR 13 billion in compensation
per month, while they only receive
YR 3 billion. They [sheikhs] called
for president Hadi to investigate
this matter," said Jazem.

The prime minister's declara-
tion came after the demands of the
youth in Change Squares across Ye-
men, who protested the allocation
of salaries for sheikhs, whom they
consider corrupt and who they feel
squandered the national budget of
the former regime.

"Instead of wasting public funds
on sheikhs and public figures, it
is better to give the money to the
poor, who suffer from severe pov-
erty," according to Samah Radman,
a human rights activist.

This year's water services bud-
get is just YR 4 billion, and four
months of combined salaries for
newly recruited workers is YR 1.4

billion, according to a report from
the Yemeni Ministry of Finance.

Raid Abdurrahman, the press
secretary of the Yemeni Cabinet,
affirmed that the prime minister
committed to stop financial allow-
ances to sheikhs, during his visit to
Ta'iz last week.

"The money has not yet been dis-
persed to the sheikhs and is consid-
ered an excess in the budget, and
must be dealt with," he added.

"The sheikh's financial alloca-
tions aren't being paid because the
Ministry of Finance wants to re-
voke their allowances," he said.

Earlier last month, the Yemeni
Parliament passed the 2012 budget,
estimated at YR 2.11 trillion, the
equivalent of about USD 9.8 bil-
lion. This is an increase of about 37
percent in comparison to last year's
budget, estimated at YR 1.6 trillion
(USD 7.4 billion).
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Yemen’s Interim Government: Now What?

Securing Recovery and Transition in Yemen: Priorities and Perspectives

By: Sama’a Al-Hamdani

n February 2012, Yemen

held presidential elections

with Abdu Rabuh Mansour

Hadi as the sole candidate.

The aim of post-revolution
Yemen is to be more democratic
after being ruled by the same man
for the past 33 years. Thus, the new
system must be inclusive and en-
gage seriously in negotiations with
a broad set of stakeholders.

Furthermore, the new govern-
ment must remain committed to
the understanding that it is a gov-
ernment by the people, and for the
people. Hadi’s elections have been
followed by some gradual s reforms;
the new cabinet, known as the uni-
ty government, includes members
from various political parties and
the former president’s allies in the
military are slowly being replaced.

Unfortunately, every day brings
news about how unstable the situ-
ation in Yemen is. So far, the coun-
try has proved tenacious against all
odds—but how long can it last if the
situation persists as it is?

The current interim government
is considered to be in the first phase
of three phases of post conflict gov-
ernance to be undertaken. In most
transitional governments, this pe-
riod is usually about three years
long, however Hadi is slated to step
down in February of 2014. Overall,
the interim government will need
about 10 years for full recovery.

This first phase is considered the
most crucial because it is a period
of stabilization where social inclu-
sion and capacity development
need to be established in order to
avoid a relapse into instability or,
worse, full-fledged war.

In Yemen'’s case, the government
will need to measure its needs care-
fully in order to determine how best
to proceed. So far, many people are
criticizing the new government as
ineffective; however, Hadi and his
government are contending with
formidable challenges and have
thus far held the country from fall-
ing into state failure.

The biggest political challenge of
this interim government is gain-
ing legitimacy, and the longer the
country is at a standstill, the less
trust there is. Politically, the coun-
try has its hands full with consti-
tutional reforms, inter-party coop-
eration and anti-corruption efforts.
The government must also face the
reality of near-constant intrusions
of spoilers in the South as well as
loyalists of the former government
found all over the country

No development without
security

First and foremost, security is para-
mount as it is the foundation of the
other two facets mentioned earlier.
A Yemeni government official once
said, “You cannot provide develop-
ment without security and you can-
not provide security without de-
velopment.” Without security, the
nation will continue to be unstable
and donors will be afraid to invest
their wealth in the country.
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Many villages in
Yemen do not have
access to clean
water, hospitals
or electricity.
Improving these
areas not only
improves the lives
of Yemenis but it
helps decrease the
high and rising
unemployment
rates.

From a positive perspective, en-
hanced security would not only
help Yemen attract foreign capital,
it would also bring about a reduc-
tion in the flight of Yemeni capital.

Yet, in order for change to be re-
alized in the long run, the people of
Yemen need to stop being “leader-
centric,” with people supporting
personalities rather than political
programs, so the country can avoid
repeating the dilemma of its recent
decades.

Moreover, civil society can play
a major role in overcoming dicta-
torship as it fills the gap left by the
lack of a strong government. In Ye-
men, as in all other countries, civil
society is heterogeneous, with any
group that is not a state actor able
to participate. While these groups
can work on rule of law, justice,
civic education and promotion of
democratic values, they can also
act as covers for politicians with-
out a party, or can be hijacked by
the elite in efforts to gain monetary
support. Therefore, it is ideal for
the populace of Yemen to rely on
the current interim government.
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A Yemeni
government official
once said, “You
cannot provide
development
without security
and you

cannot provide
security without
development.”
Without security,
the nation will
continue to be
unstable and donors
will be afraid to
tnvest their wealth
in the country.

Civil Society involvement
Having said that, the government
must practice a good deal of self-
reflection in this process because
this interim period will function
as Yemen’s new foundation. Also,
the government must not amplify
the pressure placed on the coun-
try by international actors who are
impatient and do not fully trust
the current process. Administra-
tively, the country must seek sov-
ereignty, and share power based
on electoral results. Definitively,
the country should never settle for
“good-enough” governance where
functionality is back to normal but
not improved. The new govern-
ment will continue to be limited by
its tribal and traditional practices
as well as economic conditions, but
the trick lies in working inside the
box in order to build outside of it.

The international community
seems not completely convinced of
the stability of the current govern-
ment although they publicly sup-
port it. For example, during the
revolution US foreign aid was de-
creased from $134 million to $64
million. Hadi’s policy must decide
which is more important: gaining
domestic or international legitima-
cy? If things go as planned, in the
long run, both objectives will be re-
alized, but for now there is a need
for a strategic approach.

Economic revival

Economic reconstruction that is felt
by Yemenis on the ground is the best
immediate way forward. Yemen’s
economy is no longer determined
by the usual laws of supply and de-
mand. It is rather determined by
a monopoly of the revolution. The

people of Yemen will not support
the country knowing that the cur-
rent policies are designed for the
servitude of the people since 2 per-
cent of Yemen’s population holds
80 percent of the wealth.

For starters, economic recon-
struction can mean many different
things to different people, but in
Yemen’s case, it must not resemble
a “face-lift” — it requires a com-
plete overhaul. Rebuilding Yemen’s
economy as it was before would be
hazardous because the previous
system was not stable. Reconstruct-
ing the economy in the 21st century
and especially in 2012 is very dif-
ferent than doing it in 1998.

Just last January, the Ministry of
Planning and International Coop-
eration declared that the country
will need approximately $15 billion
to stabilize.

Inclusiveness

Policies regarding the economy
need to memorialize a compromise;
meaning that they need to gain the
acceptance of all parties involved.
Furthermore, Yemen’s instability is
at risk of intra-state conflict rather
than interstate. Many of the previ-
ous economic reconstruction poli-
cies focus on the latter.

Furthermore, in today’s global-
ized world, non-state actors play a
major role in development. There-
fore, the country must map out an
accurate and in-depth economic
analysis of the conditions since the
start of the revolution in order to
determine the exact needs of the
country. For example, only one in
ten Yemenis describe local eco-
nomic conditions as good, while 42
percent said that they experienced
extreme difficulty buying food for
their families.

The new government working to-
gether will determine Yemen’s fu-
ture, and while this trust is placed
on everyone, extra efforts will be
placed on the shoulders of Murshed
Al-’Arashani (Minister of Justice),
Mohamed Al-Saadi (Minister of
Planning and International Coop-
eration), Sakhr Al-Wajeeh (Minis-
ter of Finance), Amat Razaq Hu-
mad (Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor), and Sa’ad Aldin Ben Talib
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
for immediate recovery.

These Ministers must take Ye-
men through the first steps of re-
form. As a matter of priority, these
institutions must promote account-
ability and transferability. Without
functioning courts, nothing else
can function. The country must
develop a strong and independent
judiciary. The people and the gov-
ernment must know that there are
consequences for not obeying the
law.
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The country cannot
survive for long

if its reliance on
Joreign aid for
humanitarian needs
lasts for more than
the initial period

Institutionalization
While most economists emphasize
the role of the private sector, efforts
at present must focus on building
public sector institutions, as they
are considered investments in Ye-
men’s future rather than expen-
ditures. Many villages in Yemen
do not have access to clean water,
hospitals or electricity. Improving
these areas not only improves the
lives of Yemenis but it helps de-
crease the high and rising unem-
ployment rates.

If these plans are not in process

within the next two years, then the
people of Yemen have the right to
believe that the government is use-
less.

At present the country’s econo-
my is on life-support, which is not
surprising given what the country
has been through. For the first six
months (through August 2012) the
main needs of the government are
to provide food, clothing, shelter,
fuel and medical services to affect-
ed individuals.

By the end of Hadi’s rule (by Feb-
ruary 2013) the country needs to
rely less on humanitarian aid and
transition towards sustainable de-
velopment in domestic resources.

This vision needs to shift from
the macro-level to the micro-level.
With respect to the latter, it is es-
sential that the country does not
privatize things too quickly after
the revolution, as the people who
have the most financial capability
right now are the ones who ben-
efited illegally from Yemen’s dete-
riorating conditions. Furthermore,
the government must all agree on
the needs of the country so that
the objectives of international and
national NGOs can be aligned with
domestic goals.

Economic self-dependence
Ultimately, Yemen will only be able
to take responsibility for it once
the economy is empowered by the
domestic sector. Additionally, the
country cannot survive for long if
its reliance on foreign aid for hu-
manitarian needs lasts for more
than the initial period. First, the
money would not be in the hands
of the government, making the gov-
ernment less accountable and le-
gitimate, while also risking another
collapse.

Yemen cannot control the tim-

ing at which these funds are re-
leased, the amount of aid, and the
gap between pledge and delivery.
Raymond Gilpin, Director of the
Center for Sustainable Economies
at the United States Institute for
Peace explains that “the relation-
ship between donor countries and
conflict-affected countries is like
a bad marriage, where both par-
ties know that the other is cheating
but no one wants a divorce.” Also,
at times when funds are released
rapidly, the country’s institutions
may not be able to absorb the funds
or spend it prudently. It might be a
better idea to use money to stabi-
lize the currency rather than use it
for expenditure.

On top of that, there needs to
be a clear tax system. Of course,
the people will object to this, but
the people of Rwanda, to take one
example, were convinced to pay
taxes because they trusted the gov-
ernment and felt that it was their
national duty to help rebuild their
country.

Collecting taxes this year or the
next is not an option, but a plan
needs to be developed for the fu-
ture. A tax administration must
be carefully selected and all of the
government’s institutions need to
be 100 percent transparent in order
for this process to be accurate.

More importantly, the tax base
needs to be broad, and the tax bur-
den needs to be shared if it is to be
sustainable. For the meantime, Ye-
men can increase revenues through
indirect taxation. Besides, the unity
government should not be afraid of
deficits because, at times, a deficit
is a reflection of an investment in
the future.

The new country should not be
afraid to engage the youth. The
government should be transpar-
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The biggest political
challenge of this
interim government
is gaining
legitimacy, and the
longer the country
is at a standstill, the
less trust there is.

ent about its plans and offer the
youth a chance to participate in
this process. This includes listen-
ing to their ideas about innovative
ways of re-building society. After
all, the torch will only be passed
on to them. The efforts of the unity
government need to focus on goals
that can be achieved in 10 to 15
years so that Yemen does not have
to go through this process again
while expecting different results. It
is all about practicality — if Yemen
doesn’t invest correctly and gener-
ously in the short term, there may
be no long term.

Without the right steps forward,
these people do not stand a chance
alone. All Yemenis should work
together to make this a best case
scenario where Business Moni-
tor International explains it as a
period with “some potential for
a resumption of growth in 2012.
Backed up by inflows of foreign aid
from the Gulf Cooperation Council
and elsewhere, a new government
would likely have the resources to
be able to increase spending and
protect the economy’s export infra-
structure.”

Further information

Further information

Responsibilities:

mission and values.

Job Vacancies

Mukalla Iron & Steel Company Ltd. located in Mukalla / Hadramout is opening the
following vacancies for qualified candidates:

1- Finance Manager (CFO)

«  Master’s degree and/or CPA preferred.

«  Minimum of ten (10) years experience needed.
e Successful candidate must have a proven track record of success in business and financial
operations within a financial institution with effective written and verbal communications.

«  The role involves financial planning, financial reporting and financial analysis, providing
financial management leadership, advice to faculties and professional services throughout the
company while identifying growth and expansion opportunities in a highly competitive market.
Regular travel will be required.

2- Human Resources Manager

This role would give the successful candidate an opportunity to supervise and direct the Human
Resources group, build effective employee relationships, and to achieve policy, training and performance
management that is aligned with the company’s values and corporate human resources initiatives. To be
successful in this position, you should be a natural leader who can inspire a team atmosphere. You will
have both professional and personal integrity and you should thrive in a team environment.

«  Manage and direct the company’s HR team in a manner that supports the company’s overall

«  Coach, counsel and advise all employees, supervisors, managers and senior management in all
human resources related activities.
«  Drive continuous improvement and employee development, among other tasks.

To be successful in this position, the ideal candidate should have the following experience:

«  Experience driving a progressive HR agenda in the following areas: Employee engagement,
cultural change and change management, talent management, business partnering, problem
resolution, labor management partnership and culture of accountability.

«  Experience supporting a medium to large-sized company.

«  Exposure or experience in manufacturing, with specific exposure to the heavy manufacturing
industry an advantage.

A letter of application and detailed CV to be sent to the following e-mail:

info@mukallasteel.com
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General Mohamed Ali Mohsen to Yemen Times:

“Since 1994, no single new weapon entered the
hands of the armed forces and the new arming
has been focused on the Republican Guard.”

By: Sadeq Al-Faqih
and Ali Saeed

General Mohamed Ali Mohsen, former leader of the Eastern Military region
who aligned with Yemeni revolutionaries in 2011 against Saleh’s rule, was one
of the first leaders to leave his office with no defiance of the decrees of the new
President Abd Rabo Mansour Hadi.

Mohsen, who comes from the Sanhan region of Sana’a governorate, the home-
town of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, had been working with the mili-
tary since 1978, the year that Saleh ascended to power.

Mohsen graduated from the Sana’a military college in September 1977, and
climbed the military ladder, occupying several crucial positions.

In 1981, he became the staff officer of the Air Defense. In 1982, he took a lead-
ership office in the Air Defense Forces. After the Air Forces were reorganized in
both South and North Yemen, he was appointed to the post of deputy chief of the
Yemeni Air Forces from 1989 until 1994.

In early 1995, he was appointed as the head of the Southern Military Region,
and remained in that position until late 1999.

Mohsen commanded the Eastern Military Region, which includes the gover-
norates of Hadramout, Shabwa and Al-Mahra, from 1999 until 2012, when he
was removed from office by the new president Abd Rabo Mansour Hadi. He is
now deputy staff officer for Yemen’s Land Forces.

Sadeq Al-Faqih and Ali Saeed of the Yemen Times conducted the following in-
terview with General Mohsen

When you were the leader of
the Southern Military Region,
there were jihadists in Abyan
who had returned to southern
Yemen from fighting in Af-
ghanistan. How did you deal
with them?

At that time, there were some young
jihadists in the Hatab Mountain [in
Sarar district in Abyan]. I notified
the leadership in Sana’a. They sent
a team of Islamic clerics, headed by
Sheikh Abdulmajeed Al-Zandani,
to Aden to hold talks with them to
persuade them to abandon their
extremist ideologies, but they re-
fused.

We clashed with the jihadists
in Aden and they withdrew to the
Hatab Mountain in Sarar district
and set up permanent camp there.

In Sarar, they killed the security
chief of the district in an armed am-
bush.
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There is proverb

in Yemen, which
says if you want to
complicate a problem,
set up a committee.
But I think if there
was an intention to
solve the southern
issue, the best time to
do that would have
been immediately
after the 1994 civil
war.

How many were they?

I have no accurate figures on their
number. However, the government
at the time was colluding with
them. And in 1998, the same jihad-
ists attacked a group of tourists in
Abyan.

I attacked the jihadists’ hideouts
in Abyan with a full-scale military
campaign and arrested Zein Al-
Abidin Al-Mihdar, who was later
sentenced to death by the central
government.

Al-Mihdar received the death
sentence not because of his ideol-
ogy, but because of his attack and
kidnapping of tourists.

Are those jihadists the same
who now run Abyan and fight

the army, known as Ansar Al-
Sharia?

I do not know. I left the Southern
Military Region 12 years ago.

Who is behind the assassina-
tions of officers of the Political
Security Organization in Had-
ramout?

It is may be the jihadists who call
themselves Ansar Al-Sharia. I con-
sider them rebels against Islamic
law [which they claim to support].

When you were in Hadramout,
a French oil Tanker was at-
tacked. As the leader of the
Eastern Military Region then,
were you up-to-date on the in-
vestigations’ findings, or were
other intelligence organiza-
tions carried the investigation
without involving you in the
process?

I had information, and warned the
French of a potential attack against
the oil tanker, as they were used to
have their own service boats and no
defense boats. The boats received
and met with the oil tanker only
three miles off the port without
presence of the coast guards.

When we warned them of a po-
tential attack against the tanker,
they paid no attention.

After the attack took place, a
fact-finding committee came from
Sana’a headed by the minister of
transportation.

Had you been briefed on the
investigation process?
No.

Why? You were the military
leader of the region.

I do not know. You should have
asked me this question at the time.
This is a topic I cannot comment
on.

On the southern issue, there
have been many committees
set up to work out the issues of
the Southern Movement, but
all the committee reports end
up in the archives of the Presi-
dent’s office.
There is proverb in Yemen, which
says if you want to complicate a
problem, set up a committee. But
I think if there was an intention to
solve the southern issue, the best
time to do that would have been im-
mediately after the 1994 civil war.
And there was a good proposal
from certain high ranked military
leaders, who suggested that the
southern issue must be viewed as
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I have information
Jrom the minister
himself that

he experiences
harassment in his
job, but the man is
determined to go
Jorward and I do not
think that he will give

up.

an internal conflict, and not one
party won against the other.

But, the leadership at the time
paid no attention to this opinion,
and many southern military offi-
cers who returned to their camps
were excluded from their jobs.

Many say that your support-
ive position of the youth rev-
olution was just a decision
planned with Saleh?

Look, I took a position toward the
[Arab Spring] revolution since
it spread from Tunisia to Egypt.
From the beginning, we said that
something must happen in Yemen.
When the Yemeni people took to
the streets, every wise man in the
armed forces, not just me, under-
stood that the duty of the armed
forces is to protect the people.

And so that all Yemenis inside
and outside the country are aware,
that the March 18 Day of Dignity
was the breaking point between us
and the previous leadership.

Some said that we are power lov-
ers and were planning for some-
thing [Irrelevant to the protection
of civilians]. But all that is totally
untrue and the evidence has been
clear since we made our decision.

Is the arming of military units
documented?

Of course, except among the Re-
publican Guard (Ahmed Saleh’s
forces).

Why do we see weapons given
even to men in neighborhoods
of the capital Sana’a, includ-
ing Glock handguns and G3
Kalashnikovs, and not being
distributed to other military
units nationwide?

Since 1994, no single new weapon
entered the hands of the armed
forces and the new arming has been
focused on the Republican Guard.

YT Photo by Ali Saeed

General Mohamed Ali Mohsen

Does the arming of the Re-
publican Guard go through
the Ministry of Defense, or do
they do it themselves?

Only the troops’ salaries go through
the Ministry of Defense. As for the
weapons, they buy them in private
deals and it is paid for by the state’s
budget. It never goes through the
Ministry of Defense.

Does this accord with world
military standards?

No. This is only according to their
own standards.

A document has been leaked
thatin 2003, Saleh directed 25
percent of the armed forces’
budget to go to the Republican
Guard. Is this true and had
you received such orders?

This is old news. It also sparked
many meetings and disputes among
militaryleaders. And not all military
leaders were submissive to such or-
ders. Some military leaders debated
and denied such instructions. This
is also one of the key causes behind
the youth revolution.

Some press reports say that
oil revenues in Hadramout
went to the leadership of the
Southern Military Region. Is
that true?

Ask the either the current or former
oil minister.

Why was Saleh’s decision in
removing you from the East-
ern Military Leadership and
appoint Brigadier General Bin
Burik declined by military
units and the revolutionary
youth in Hadramout?

The decision came at a critical
time, since we had just aligned with
the revolution. Had I left office, it
would have been like surrendering
myself and my troops to death by
Bin Burik.

My removal was unacceptable
by the standards of all officers and
troops. But when the decision came
from a president elected by the Ye-
meni people, I did not hold on for
even a minute.

When the decision came, I called
my successor [General Ali Al-Jayfi].
He came to my house. We traveled
together to the Eastern Military
Region. I visited each military unit
and personally handed him each
unit.

How do you feel about the
fierce media campaign against
you by Saleh’s supporters,

particularly about talk of “Mo-
hamed Ali Mohsen’s castle,”
referring to your fortress in
Hadda in a vein similar to sto-
ries of Iran’s alleged nuclear
weapons plants. What was in-
side the fortress?

Nothing , just equipment belonging
to my brother, who works as a con-
struction contractor.

But at the time, pro-Saleh me-
dia said weapons and ammu-
nition were to be found inside
“the castle.”

They brought the weapons in them-
selves.

What is the difference be-
tween a soldier in the 27th
Mechanized Brigade and one
in the 3rd Republican Guard
Brigade, in terms of supplies?
Ask the supply unit at the Ministry
of Defense and they will tell you.
The daily food ration for each sol-
dier in the Republican Guard is 150
grams per day, while the soldier’s
ration in any other military unit is
only 75 grams.
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When the decision
came _from a president
elected by the Yemeni
people, I did not hold
on for even a minute.

Why are there no Special Forc-
es with advanced weapons sta-
tioned in Hadramout to fight
terrorists and protect impor-
tant interests such as oil com-
panies? Or are Special Forces
just guarding neighborhoods
of Sana’a’s Influential people?
You answered your own question.
Security forces in Hadramout are
weak and the units of the Central
Security Forces are not powerful
and sufficient enough.

What I was able to do in Had-
ramout is train and qualify guards
for oil establishments and so far no
attack has been recorded against
any oil establishment in the gover-
norate.

Did you meet the activist
Tawakul Karman in Al-Mu-
kalla?

Of course. Twice. She came to Had-
ramout and I received her at my

office both times. And I made an
effort to bring her back to Sana’a
to resolve her disputes with certain
activists in the Change Square.

Who did she meet in Had-
ramout?
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I hope to see a
national army with
no tribal or family
affiliation, an army
which embodies unity
and cooperation for
the interests of the
nation.

She met leaders of the revolution
in Hadramout and members of the
Southern Movement.

How did the presidential elec-
tions go in Hadramout?

I participated in many elections and
this election was the only one with
no personal financial support .And
the turnout to polling stations was
excellent. But there were problems
with some members of the South-
ern Movement, who are not peace-
ful anymore.

How many foreign military ex-
perts work with the Ministry
of Defense, particularly in the
Republican Guard? And why
are they not being replaced
with local experts?

As far as I know that they have of-
ficers from Jordan and Iraq. Five
years ago I suggested that Yemeni
officers should be used, as they are
much more qualified than those re-
cruited from abroad.

It is said that some people are
working to hinder the perfor-
mance of the defense minister.
Is this so?

I have information from the minis-
ter himself that he experiences ha-
rassment in his job, but the man is
determined to go forward and I do
not think that he will give up.

What is your message to the
armed forces?

I hope to see a national army with
no tribal or family affiliation, an
army which embodies unity and
cooperation for the interests of the
nation.

-
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YT vision statement

“To make Yemen

a good world

citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Army vs. police
force

here is a fundamental difference between the army and the
security or police force of any given country. The army is
there to protect the country against outside threats, while
the police are responsible for protecting citizens within its

borders.

At this point, Yemen’s biggest problem is internal. We are not wor-
ried about invasion or protecting our borders. Indeed, it is good to
have a strong army, [or Republican Guards for that matter (which is
theoretically a part of the army). But our main concern is building a
strong police force to protect the citizens from each other.

This includes the anti-terrorism entities which are affiliated with

the Ministry of Interior.

Unfortunately, all of the internal organizations that are supposed
to make life within the country secure have so far failed to do so. This
is due to a lack of capacity and funding, as well as to a lack of political
will and rivalry between various institutions.

One of the key demands of Yemen’s political transition, which is
also a point in the Gulf Initiative, is to restructure the army. An ini-
tial step in this process is to unite the various army entities under
the umbrella of the Ministry of Defense. Likewise, the security and
police forces are to be brought under the umbrella of the Ministry of

Interior.

A major obstacle to accomplishing these goals is that the largest
and strongest military entity, the Republican Guards, is led by the
former president’s son, who refuses to let go of the old glory. This is
troubling everyone working on the dialogue because they feel that
the Republican Guards could seize power at any time and derail the

transition.

This may sound naive, but I think most Yemenis care more about
everyday security (or the lack of it) that the police forces provide (or
are supposed to provide), than about the plight of the Republican
Guards, whose presence within cities is still slowly diminishing.

I believe that if we focus on the various Ministry of Interior in-
stitutions, work on reforming the police force and institute rule of
law around the country, it would make a greater difference for Yemen
than forcing the Republican Guards to go under the Minister of De-
fense’s wing.The former is a local, practical social requirement; the

latter is a political consideration.

Yemenis today are realizing that their cities are changing, and that
once safe neighborhoods are infested with thieves and armed gangs.
We did not have that much faith in the police to start with, but today
criminals have become so daring -- even in places like Aden, which
was once a model civilian city -- that they operate freely right under

the nose of police.

So while we continue to work on the politically intensive, heavy
issues, let’s not forget what really matters to most Yemenis and what
will dramatically make their lives better.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SKETCHED OPINION

By Rashad Al-Samei

Jet fighters searching for a

base (Al-Qaeda)

The C.1.A.’s misuse of secrecy

By: Jameel Jaffer

and Nathan Freed Wessler
nytimes.com

First Published April 29, 2012

n Yemen, Pakistan and else-

where the C.I.A. has used

drones to kill thousands of

people — including several

Americans. Officials have
aggressively defended the contro-
versial program, telling journalists
that it is effective, lawful and closely
supervised.

But in court, the Central Intel-
ligence Agency refuses even to ac-
knowledge that the targeted killing
program exists. The agency’s argu-
ment is based on a 35-year-old judi-
cial doctrine called Glomar, which
allows government agencies to re-
spond to requests under the Free-
dom of Information Act, or FOIA,
by refusing to confirm or deny the
existence of the records that have
been requested.

The doctrine sometimes serves a
legitimate purpose, but the C.IL.A.
has grossly abused it, in cases relat-
ing to the targeted killing program
and other counterterrorism opera-
tions. It is invoking the doctrine not
to protect legitimately classified in-
formation from disclosure, but to
shield controversial decisions from
public scrutiny and to spare officials
from having to defend their policies
in court.

The doctrine owes its name to
a ship called the Hughes Glomar
Explorer, which the C.I.A. used in
the early 1970s to salvage a sunken
Soviet submarine. When The Los
Angeles Times exposed the effort in
1975, the agency tried to suppress
coverage, asking news organizations
not to publish follow-up stories.

Harriet A. Phillippi, a journalist for
Rolling Stone, filed a FOIA request
to learn more about the C.I.A.’s ef-
fort. The C.I.A. refused to confirm
or deny the existence of the records
Ms. Phillippi had requested.

The C.I.LA’s response was un-
usual. Ordinarily, an agency served
with a FOIA request is required to
produce a list of relevant records.
The agency must then release the
listed records or cite specific legal
justifications for keeping them se-
cret. In the Glomar case, the C.I.A.
argued that there were circum-
stances in which it was impossible
for an agency to acknowledge even
the existence of relevant records
without also revealing some fact
that the government had a right to
withhold.

There are indeed cases in which
merely confirming or denying the
existence of certain records would
reveal a classified fact, such as
whether a particular person is a
covert intelligence agent or the cur-
rent target of lawful surveillance.

Those cases, however, are far
less common than the C.I.A’’s in-
creasingly frequent reliance on the
Glomar doctrine would suggest. A
study by the National Security Ar-
chive shows that federal court opin-
ions cited the doctrine three times
as often in the decade after 9/11 as
in the quarter-century preceding it.

There has been a qualitative shift,
too. Most of the cases before 2001,
including the 1976 Glomar case,
involved relatively narrow intelli-
gence-gathering programs that were
plainly within the C.I.A.’s mandate.
More recently, the agency has used
the Glomar doctrine to shield ex-
ceptionally controversial programs,
and even unlawful conduct, includ-

ing the torture and rendition of ter-
rorism suspects.

The doctrine has also been in-
voked since 9/11 to shape public
debate. A slew of administration
officials have already spoken about
the targeted killing program to re-
porters, both anonymously and on
the record, and President Obama
himself answered questions about
the program during an online town
hall.

Thus the Glomar doctrine is not
serving to keep the targeted killing
program a secret, but rather to con-
trol which facts about the program
are made public, and when. Not
coincidentally, the C.I.A.’s reliance
on the Glomar doctrine also makes
it more difficult for individuals in-
jured by the agency’s counterterror-
ism policies to challenge those poli-
cies in court.

Without pressure from outside,
the C.I.A. is unlikely to end its ma-
nipulation of the classification sys-
tem. But the Justice Department,
which represents the C.I.A. in court,
could decline to defend question-
able invocations of the doctrine.
President Obama, who at some im-
portant junctures has been recep-
tive to arguments for transparency,
could direct the C.I.A. to answer
FOIA requests that it would prefer
to evade.

In one of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union’s cases relating to the
targeted killing program (a case in
which The New York Times is also
involved), the government recently
told the court that officials “at the
highest level” are re-evaluating the
government’s stance on the secrecy
of the targeted killing program.
This is a noncommittal statement,
but perhaps a promising one. The

administration should direct the
C.I.A. to abandon its pretense that
the very existence of the targeted
killing program is a secret. It should
also direct the C.I.A. to release the
legal memos that authorized the
program and the evidence it relied
on to carry out the drone strikes
that killed three Americans in Ye-
men last year.

If the administration fails to
change course, the courts should
intervene. The Glomar case itself
supplies a useful map. While the
appeals court in that case accepted
the legitimacy of the Glomar doc-
trine, it found that the C.I.A. had
not sufficiently justified its reliance
on it. It ruled that Ms. Phillippi,
the reporter, could submit written
questions to the agency and depose
agency personnel in order to “clarify
the Agency’s position or to identify
the procedures by which that posi-
tion was established.” Faced with
the prospect of actually having to
defend its Glomar invocation, the
C.I.A. opted for limited disclosure
instead.

The C.I.A.’s manifest abuse of the
Glomar doctrine undermines public
confidence in the classification sys-
tem, distorts public debate about
issues of extraordinary importance,
and enables an agency with sweep-
ing authority — including the au-
thority to kill — to operate with
insufficient public oversight. The
president, the attorney general and
the federal courts have the power to
end this abuse, and they should.

Jameel Jaffer is a deputy legal di-
rector at the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, where Nathan Freed
Wessler is a fellow in the National
Security Project.

Osama bin Laden didn’t escape
subordinates’ criticism

By: David Ignatius

he Osama bin Laden
who emerges in the doc-
uments published on-
line Thursday was not
the typical homicidal
political leader. Where Adolf Hitler
or Joseph Stalin spurned the advice
of honest advisers and increasingly
cut themselves off from reality, bin
Laden maintained to the end a sur-
prisingly open and mutually critical
exchange with his top aides.

And to his last, bin Laden main-
tained a sunny outlook about the
fortunes of the broader Islamic
movement that in his final days was
sweeping North Africa and the Mid-
dle East in what we call the “Arab
Spring.” He wrote on April 26, 2011,
a week before his death, “What we
are witnessing these days of con-
secutive revolutions is a great and
glorious event...the most important
events that the [Muslim] nation has
witnessed for centuries.”

But he worried that Al-Qaeda
had made so many mistakes that
it had tarnished its role in this
larger struggle. In August 2010, he
advised an affiliate in Somalia to
downplay its ties with Al-Qaeda,
lest it come to grief. “Better for
them to say that there is a relation-
ship with Al-Qaeda which is simply
a brotherly connection and nothing
more,” he advised, warning: “If the
matter becomes declared and out in
the open, it would have the enemies
escalate their anger and motivate
against you.”

That cautious stance, and bin
Laden’s realism about the mistakes
his group had made, led to some
frank disagreements with subor-
dinates. This ability to give and re-
ceive criticism comes through the
messages, despite the pious homi-
lies and the solicitous questions
about the welfare of the “brothers.”
The 17 communications were re-
leased Thursday by the Combating
Terrorism Center at West Point.
I'm focusing here on the dozen or
so that are new and were not pre-
viewed for me recently by adminis-
tration officials.

One senior figure, probably Ay-
man Al-Zawahiri, the deputy lead-
er, blasted bin Laden’s caution —
urging him to forge ahead with the
affiliates’ strategy and not worry
so much that it was leading to the
deaths of so many Muslims. “I see
it to be very essential for Al-Qaeda
to conform and declare its linkage
with its branches,” this critical sub-
ordinate wrote in December 2010.
The critic conceded that some in-
dividuals had joined Al-Qaeda who
were not of “high quality” and that
others were hucksters “collecting
money in the name of Al-Qaeda.”
But rather that cut off the wayward
affiliates, “starting from now please
think about controlling the matter
with a system that deals with peo-
ple, each according to his religion,
piety and contribution.”

In one remarkably frank critique,
bin Laden is lambasted by someone
who describes himself as “a loving
brother whom you know and who

knows you.” Then this “brother”
takes the gloves off, accusing bin
Laden of making a “colossal stra-
tegic error” by allowing affiliates to
attack other Muslim nations rather
than focusing on the United States,
the “head of the snake.” Bin Laden
was trying to make precisely that
shift, away from Muslim-on-Mus-
lim violence, but his correspondent
raked him for his lack of success —
due, perhaps, to his isolation.

“Being chased, besieged and dis-
tant is not the best environment for
thinking and for forming the right
opinion and decision,” wrote this
unnamed follower to a leader who
was, in fact, hiding out in an isolat-
ed compound in Abbottabad, Paki-
stan, distant from the fight.

The advice of this anonymous
“loving brother” was blunt: “The
best way to prevent the shedding of
impermissible blood and not killing
faithful people is to not work inside
Muslim countries.” Bin Laden had
been writing similar warnings to
his aides, but he could not manage
the great turn that, had he lived,
might have seen Al-Qaeda focus
even more on killing Americans.

Destroying America remained
bin Laden’s obsession to the end, his
Islamist version of Captain Ahab’s
mad quest for the white whale in
“Moby Dick.” He likened America
to a tree, with the other NATO
countries as mere branches. “Our
intention is saw the trunk of that
tree,” he or perhaps his key aide,
Atiyah Abd Al-Rahman, wrote to
the leader of Al-Qaeda in Yemen. If

fighters in Afghanistan see lines of
trucks carrying Afghans, Europe-
ans and Americans, “the rule is that
we must only attack the American
convoy, but no one else.”

“To break away from America’s
hegemony, we need to involve
America in a war of attrition,” he
wrote later in that message. “The
war must be enduring, however.
The goal is to weaken America until
it can no longer interfere in Muslim
affairs.”

It was an audacious strategy, fed
by fantasies of Al-Qaeda’s opera-
tional power that were never realis-
tic. But what’s interesting, in terms
of the man himself, is that bin Lad-
en was never entirely corrupted by
the dirty war he was fighting. He
urged Yemeni fighters to be care-
ful about using poison because it
might hurt Al-Qaeda’s media im-
age; he advised his Somali affiliate
to be cautious in meting out physi-
cal punishment, lest those fighters
appear barbaric.

Bin Laden even scolded Faisal
Shahzad, the Pakistani who nearly
detonated a homemade bomb in the
middle of Times Square. In an Oct.
21, 2010, letter to Atiyah, he ex-
plains that Shahzad was wrong to
have lied in promising he would not
harm Americans when applying for
his U.S. citizenship. “This is a very
important matter because we do not
want Al-Mujaheddin to be accused
of breaking a convenant.” What a
pious and almost prissy statement
from a man who had so much blood
on his hands.
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The Whispering Mosque of Taribah

Story and photos by
Haykal Bafana

or the old ones who still
remember a Hadhra-
maut without cars and
roads, a journey east-
wards from Seiyun to
the town of Taribah would be a
brisk walk of at least 4 hours. Now,
it is a quick car ride of 15 minutes.
Taribah Saheel would be reached
first, followed by Taribah Gibli and
then Taribah Biladi, forming in to-
tal a triangular area of around 50
square kilometers. Hundreds of
mudbrick houses are built along
the sloping base of tall sheer cliffs
which hem in Wadi Hadhramaut,
while the flat land nearer the center
of the wadi is used for the cultiva-
tion of crops like date palm, garlic,
lime and wheat.

Badr graveyard.

Masjid Badr stands at the en-
trance to Taribah Saheel, flanked
by a large graveyard. This is a com-
mon design feature of mosques in
the Hadhramaut - a constant vi-
sual mantra that death is the cer-
tain destination of all. In contrast
to the verdant farms which front
Taribah, the graveyard is devoid
of any greenery - the desert sun il-
luminates monochrome shades of
brown earth, stone, limestone plas-
ter and desert dust. The individual
graves are austere - bare mounds
of earth are topped by hand-cut
gravestones, with the occasional
grave hemmed in by a boundary
of mud brick encased in limestone
plaster. The gravestones are hewn
from soft sandstone, and details of
the deceased are carved on it.

An oft-quoted criticism in Hadh-
ramaut, when one talks of a beau-

tifully decorated mosque, is that
“it is so beautiful that you cannot
concentrate on your prayers.” How-
ever, Masjid Badr is the quintes-
sential Hadhrami mosque - simple
in construction, and spare in terms
of architectural adornment. Stone
blocks and mudbrick form the
main structure of the mosque, with
a single minaret. The walls of the
enclosed prayer hall are complete-
ly white with nurah, a uniquely
Hadhrami limestone plaster that
is almost as reflective as a mirror
when applied by a master mason,
and entirely impervious to water.
When one enters the mosque, the
faint smell of lubhan (frankincense)
can be detected in the hushed si-
lence of the hall. A sea of spotless
dark green carpets surrounds the
white islands of columns. As the
prayer call is heard, men who were

sitting reciting in murmurs from
Qurans move to the front and form
neat lines behind the imam.

It is during the prayer itself that a
strange phenomenon is sometimes
noticeable in Masjid Badr, espe-
cially during the silent afternoon
prayers of dhuhr or ‘asr. While the
prayer is in progress, faint yet dis-
tinct whispers can be heard clearly,
apparently coming from all direc-
tions at once. The intensity of the
whispers never changes - even
when one is in solitary prayer, the
whispers can be heard at a constant
level. And even more intriguing,
the whispers are only heard when
one is praying.

The Hadhramis of Taribah are
entirely blasé about the phenom-
enon, as if whispers out of thin air
were not particularly strange. In
fact, when asked, they do not com-
ment more than by saying “Maasha
Allah” — by the grace of God.

To what cause then, does one at-
tribute the whispers to? An acous-
tic effect resulting from the design
of the prayer hall? One’s imagina-
tion? Or is there another less physi-
cal explanation?

Many are the Hadhramis of
Taribah who have travelled to for-
eign lands in search of their fortune
in life, and who have died there.
With the traditional Arab inclina-
tion for oral history and genealogy,
many residents of Taribah are able
to recall the details of each and ev-
ery one of their kin within the last
century who have left and never re-
turned. So Ahmad Umbarak Bafa-
na’ remembers Muhammad Sa’id
Bafana’, who left for Singapore in
the 1930s. And Salim Ali Al ‘Amri
recalls Abbas Muhammad Al ‘Amri
who left for Sulawesi in the 1920s.
And Gamar Abdul Rahman Bafana’
recalls her father, Abdul Rahman
Sa’id Bafana’, who left for Uganda
in the 1950s, and died there.

Thus, despite the solitude of in-
terment in distant lands, those who

Masjid Badr.

have died overseas are not forgot-
ten in Hadhramaut. It is as if by
being remembered, these sons of
Taribah have in some manner been
returned home.

As one prays in Masjid Badr, one
cannot help but feel that by means
beyond our comprehension, those
who have been remembered may be
the reason behind the whispering

mosque of Taribah, as if in death,
they continue in prayer with those
who are still in this world.

In prayer at Masjid Badr of Tarib-
ah, one cries with a tinge of sadness
and a touch of joy, for those who
never returned to Hadhramaut in
corpus but whose essences have
somehow found their way back
home to Taribah.
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Microfinance: media negligence
and social ignorance

By: Ghiada Al-Ariqi

lima Abdul Jalil, a

woman living in Sana’a,

first learned about mi-

crofinance services

hrough a promotion

campaign conducted by representa-

tives of the National Microfinance

Foundation (NMF) in Sana’a, who
were visiting her neighborhood.

The NMF performs its promotion
drive itself through its representa-
tives, who make door-to-door vis-
its handing out brochures that list
their services, including long-term,
interest-free loans.

Once, her family went through an
acute financial crisis when her hus-
band was laid off after a long period
of prosperity when he was working
for a private company.

At that time of distress she
thought of borrowing money and
starting up her small business to
set things right at home and make
a profit. Before meeting the people
from the microfinance founda-
tion, she had no idea that such fi-
nances were offered in the form of
small loans to small businesses as a
means to alleviate poverty and un-
employment.

Many microfinance institu-
tions lack media publicity in Yemen
that could draw people’s attention
to the concept of microfinance and
its significance in boosting devel-
opment.

o6

It’s not fair to blame
the press for not
taking the initiative
to publicize
microfinance,
because most of

the newspapers
concentrate on
bigger issues like
politics.

These financial institutions de-
mand cooperation from the press
to shed light on their activities,
contribute to the spread of micro-
finance culture, and build a solid
basis among the people for the
industry. This, in view of the fact
that since the 1990s, microfinance
has been almost nonexistent in the
press and society alike.

Ali Al-Wafi, a Yemeni econo-
mist, said that that the media can
promote microfinance through oc-
casional media campaigns, news-
paper headlines, conducting inter-
views and organizing and covering
successful small businesses sto-
ries.

Mohammed Al-Hakimi, editor of
the business page of the local Al-
Oula newspaper says, “Education
about microfinance is growing very
slowly without any promotional
programs that could bring it to the
public’s attention on a regular ba-
sis.”

However, he commends the role
played by the Social Fund for De-
velopment (SFD) in holding events
that familiarizing the public with
the effects of the microfinance on
small businesses.

“But such functions,” he contin-
ues, “are short-termed and have
only temporary impact.” Al-Hakimi
stresses that the reason behind the
poor performance of microfinance
institutions is “the absence of re-
ports and articles on such financ-
ing on the economic pages of news-

papers.”
He blamed both journalists and
microfinance institutions who

make little effort in bringing the
success of this industry to light.

“It is the fault of the institutions
that don’t come forth with infor-
mation on themselves and their
activities. Besides, microfinance is
relatively new to Yemenis in gen-
eral and journalists in particular,”
he said.

Abdullah Al-Khawlani, an eco-
nomic editor at Al-Thawra state-
run daily newspaper, says that
education about microfinance is
absent among the people and even
the press.

As for his newspaper’s role in
raising awareness on the matter, he
explains that the paper has dedi-
cated a weekly page for the topic
“in an attempt to spread awareness
of microfinance among the public.

Yt photo by Ali Saeed

Benificiaries of microfinance are still low in relation to poverty levels in Yemen.

o6

Press should help
microfinance
institutions to
reduce their
operational costs
by promoting
their services for
Jree, so that those
institutions can
focus on their
Jfinancing projects.

This entails earnest cooperation on
the part of these financing institu-
tions by providing us all the time
with information that would enable
us to cover their achievements. But,
they contact us only occasionally
when they hold activities.”

Al-Khawlani indicates that since
the beginning of this industry in
Yemen, their newspaper was among
the first to publish reports on the
topic.

“In order for the media to pro-
mote this culture of microfinance,
its institutions should respond
positively by providing us with in-
formation on themselves and their
work in order to present such data
to the people on time.”

Inefficient economic report-
ers

It is very rare to find a Yemeni
newspaper reviewing the success
story of a small business that was
funded by a microfinance bank or

Yt photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

It’s very rare to find a Yemeni newspaper profiling a microfinance success story. Many papers focus on political and security

issues.

institutions. This inattention oc-
curs due to the lack of economic
journalists.

“There are not enough special-
ized economic journalists in Ye-
men,” says Adnan Al-Senwi, deputy
editor-in-chief of Al-Syasia news-
paper, published by Saba News
Agency.

He says he holds media outlets
responsible for people’s inadequate
awareness of the existence of mi-
crofinance institutions in Yemen.

“This aspect of journalism is
more complicated and is often con-
fused with other types of reporting.
Microfinance should be the essence
of economic journalism, especially
in the current economic situation
in Yemen, which largely depends
on this type of support,” said Al-
Senwi.

He further said that the press
should help microfinance institu-
tions to reduce their operational
costs by promoting their services
for free, so that such institutions
can focus on their financing proj-
ects.

“The problem here,” continues
Al-Senwi “is that reporters lack
skills in this type of journalism.”

“Issues of microfinance,” he adds,
“are associated with social develop-
ment. Therefore, they’re ignored by
economic journalists who prefer to
discuss and analyze matters like
budgets and the GDP.”

Sameer Jubran, editor-in-chief of
Al-Masdar Online, an independent
weekly newspaper, says that there

o6

Benificiaries of
microfinance are
still low in relation
to poverty levels

in Yemen, which
reached 46 percent
in 2012, according
to the World Food
Program (WFP).

o6

Education about
microfinance is
growing very
slowly without

any promotional
programs that

can bring it to the
public’s attention on
a regular basis.

are no pages dedicated solely to mi-
crofinance in their newspaper.

“Our previous coverage of this
topic was initiated by those fund-
ing organizations’ communications
with us. So whenever there’s fault in
covering issues of microfinance, it’s
theirs, not ours, because they have
not provided us with the necessary
information,” Jubran said.

“It’s not fair to blame the press for
not taking the initiative of publiciz-
ing microfinance, because most of
the newspapers concentrate on big-
ger issues like politics,” he added.

As for the concept of microfi-
nance in media, Mohammed Ta-
her Ghanem, director of economic
news at Yemen National Satellite
TV, blamed both the media and
microfinance institutions for the
shortage of information regarding
microfinance services and benefits.

Microfinance in Yemen
Microfinance got its start in Ye-
men in 1997. There are currently
over thirteen programs, societies,
institutions and one bank that all
provide financial services for small
businesses.

Benificiaries of microfinance
are still low in relation to poverty
levels in Yemen, which reached 46
percent in 2012, according to the
World Food Program (WFP).

As of 2012, only 60,000 people
have obtained micro-credits. They
form only 0.24 percent of Yemen’s
population of 25 million. Women
form about 72 percent of the ben-
eficiaries, while the rest are youth.
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Al-Qaeda harrasses women

YEMEN(TI

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

for not wearing veils

MES

Reuters

Women in south Yemen have complained of harassment at the hands of militants who want to en-

force the wearing of the full face veil.

By: Al Arabiya

I-Qaeda militants in

southern Yemen have

begun to harass women

who do not wear the

eil, with Bikya Masr re-

porting on one instance of physical

abuse as militants forced a woman
to don the full face veil in Aden.

The group, known as Ansar Al-
Sharia, believes a woman should
follow the example of the Prophet’s
wives and be fully covered, includ-
ing her face.

Women in Aden, however, have
expressed outrage at the recent form
of harassment against them, accord-
ing to a report on Sunday.

“How can they dare attack girls
and women who do not wear the
veil? It is a personal choice, which
should not be imposed on anyone,”
school teacher Anessa Abdelaalem
was quoted as saying by Bikya
Masr.

Ansar Al-Sharia has also been ac-
cused by local authorities of throw-
ing acid on several girls “for refusing
to bow to their demands.”

Deep rooted problem
Harassment is not limited to Aden
or to intimidation or attacks by mili-
tant groups.

Yemen is considered one of the
poorest countries in the world with
a terrible record on gender equal-
ity. However, during the protests
against former President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, more women stepped out
of their homes to join the demon-
strations.

The Arab world’s first woman to
receive a Nobel Prize, Tawwakul
Karman, is Yemeni.

But women remain marginalized
and have little recourse to justice
when it comes to harassment.

A 20-year-old woman from Ibb,
who only gave her name as Zainab,
complained of being harassed by a

police officer in Ta’iz, according to a
report Monday in the Yemen Times.

When she shouted at him in the
hope that he would be intimidated
or she would attract the attention of
people around her, she was arrested
by the policeman for indecent be-
havior.

The issue is not effectively dealt
with by law enforcers, as a result
of which women do not report inci-
dents.

An official from the interior min-
istry, Lieutenant Haifa Hussein,
told the Yemen Times that although
a hotline for complaints has been set
up, few people call in due to fears of
stigmatization.

Yemenis will go to the polls in
2014 to vote in the first indepen-
dent elections. Women activists are
pushing for a law that will guaran-
tee them 30 percent representation
in parliament — a move they hope
will help them challenge traditional
norms from a legal perspective.
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