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Yemeni youth mark
anniversary of Al-Sabeen
deadly bombing

Water:

Emad Al-Saqqaf

TAIZ, May 30 — The Yemeni Min-
istry of Water and Environment
(MWE) held the “Regional Water
Forum” in Taiz on Saturday morn-
ing. It was held in cooperation with
the Responsive Governance Project
(RGP), a USAID-funded project.

The forum was held under the
slogan, "Water is a life story" and in-
cluded the participation of research-
ers, specialists in civil and private
sector organizations, and several
officials from concerned municipali-
ties in charge of water distribution
in Taiz, Ibb, Dhamar, and Al-Baida.

Shawqi Ahmed Hayel An'am, the
governer of Taiz, said that the water
shortage is one of the biggest prob-
lems Yemen will face in the upcom-
ing years. Therefore, cooperation
among all experts and officials is
needed to find effective solutions.

Ana'm added that desalination
of Al-Mokha seawater is one of the
best solutions because it is readily
available, making it ideal and cheap,
particularly if wind power is used to
pump the water.

He pointed out that the construc-
tion to finish the project continue, in
coordination with the MWE and the
government of Saudi Arabia.

the challenge that faces Yemen

Next month, officials will visit
Saudi Arabia and follow up on the
status of money granted by the late
Prince Sultan Ibn Abdulaziz to fund
pipelines to carry water to Taiz and
Ibb from the port of Al-Mokha on
the Red Sea.

He urged the concerned bodies
to take action to stop the egregious
depletion of water, particularly if the
water is used to cultivate qat (a mild
narcotic plant).

Most of the suggestions presented
by the civil and private sector orga-
nizations focused on the importance
of implementing laws concerning
water conservation and distribution.
They also recommended expand-
ing the role of the General Water
Authority, establishing reservoirs
around heavy need areas and mak-
ing maximum use of rainwater har-
vesting systems.

The participants said that deple-
tion of the natural aquifers must
stop, particularly when the water is
used for qat. They called for elimi-
nation of the drug altogether and
finding alternative crops to provide
a stable income to farmers. They
also called for creation of new job
opportunities and increasing irri-
gation guidance campaigns among
farmers and residents in rural and

urban areas.

The researchers also stressed the
importance of the private sector's
role in solving the water problem by
establishing desalination stations
and manufacturing modern irriga-
tion pipes.

Studies presented by the forum
reported that water scarcity in Ye-
men has a strong link with decreas-
ing public health, increasing poverty
and unemployment rates and is a
central cause of low female educa-
tion rates in the country girls.

The studies point out that Yemen
is one of the few countries in the
world that suffer from severe water
shortages, with the country being
among the top ten of those with se-
vere water shortages.

The total ratio of water per person
per year is 125 cubic meters, esti-
mated to be about two percent of the
world average of 7,500 cubic meters
per year per person and ten percent
of the number in the Middle East,
which is estimated to be 1,250 cubic
meters per year per person.

Taiz is considered the city in Ye-
men that most suffers from a lack
of water, where water comes by
pipeline only once a month, leaving
many households with no access to
water at all.

YT photo by Shawgi Al-Saqqaf
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In Taiz water comes only once a month, leaving many households with no access to water. The
government plans to carry out a desalination project in Al-Mokha port on the Red Sea to provide
water access to three governorates including Taiz, Ibb, and Al-Baida.

Al-Qaeda’s new technique to gain money

Ahmed Dawood

SANA’A, May 30 — In addition to
taking over cities and carrying out
suicide bombings, Al-Qaeda has
begun stepping up the kidnapping
of foreigners in Yemen.

Over the course of the past four
past months, Al-Qaeda has execut-
ed several abductions. The most
significant cases are the kidnap-
ping of Aden’s Saudi consul, Abdul-
lah Al-Khaledi, on March 28 and
a Swiss teacher in Al-Hodeida in

March. There was also a failed at-
tempt aimed at abducting the Por-
tuguese ambassador to Yemen on
May 12 while he walking to his car
in the streets of Yemen’s capital,
Sana'a.

As a result of these terrorist op-
erations, the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia warned Saudi nationals against
traveling to Yemen. According to
an official at the Interior Ministry
in Saudi Arabia, the situation in Ye-
men is unsafe and Saudis have been
advised not to travel to Yemen until
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the country stabilizes.

The Saudi warning comes one
day after Al-Qaeda broadcast video
footage showing the abducted Sau-
di consul, Abdulla Al-Khalidi, who
appeared to urge King Abdullah
Bin Abdulaziz to help liberate him
from Al-Qaeda's grip and cede to
their demands.

In April, Al-Qaeda demanded the
release of women detained in Saudi
Arabia and to pay financial ransom
in exchange for releasing the Saudi
consul. However, the Saudis de-
clined to negotiate with Al-Qaeda.

Yemeni journalist Mohammed
Ghazwan said that Al-Qaeda's
main aim is to extort money to fund
its operations and build its emirate
in Abyan, adding that terrorist ac-
tivities have negatively impacted
security in Yemen and sapped state
resources.

For his part, Abdullsalam Mo-
hammed of the Abaad Strategic
center for Studies, said the current
security deterioration is contribut-
ing to the growing Al-Qaeda move-
ment, asserting that the military
and security division are putting

Stay with us

the diplomats' lives at stake.

He added that security forces in
Yemen are not working in line with
the Interior Ministry. Neither are
some military working with the
Defense Ministry, thus helping Al-
Qaeda grow stronger, he said.

Two weeks ago, the Interior Min-
istry declared that serious security
procedures must be taken to pre-
vent attacks on embassies, calling
for all foreign diplomats to avoid
insecure areas.

And the abduction process is not
confined to Al-Qaeda’s branch in
Yemen. Al-Qaeda in Morocco, for
the first time, has resorted to kid-
napping to obtain huge monetary
gains as well.

Members of Al-Qaeda abduct
western locals for the purposes of
gaining money or in order to de-
mand the release of their members.
They have also used the technique
to demand the withdrawal of for-
eign forces in Afghanistan.

In Iraq, Al-Qaeda has abducted
over 45 individuals for millions of
dollars in exchange for returning
them unharmed.
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Abdullah Al-Khaledi, the Saudi diplomat hostage was appeared
this week in a video clip posted by Al-Qaeda. Analysts say that
Al-Qaeda aims by kidnapping foreigners to get money.
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Declaration of a new political
party in Yemen

Islamic clerics demand Hadi
to quicken army reorganizing

Head of the new party [Development and Building Organization], Mohammed Abu Lahoom
said that the purpose of his party is to contribute in establishing a modern civil sate based on
justice, equality and state of law.

Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A, May 30- Under the slo-
gan, “building a civil state based
on justice, freedom and develop-
ment,” the preparatory committee
of the Development and Building
Organization (DBO) held an inau-
guration ceremony and press con-
ference on May 28th in the capital
Sana’a.

The head of the DBO, Moham-
med Abu Lahoom, delivered a
speech declaring that the purpose
of the new party was to contrib-
ute in establishing a modern civil
state based on justice, equality,
and enforcement of law.

“Our vision is based on orders
and laws taken from Islam and
human values that esteem oth-
ers thoughts, cultures, and atti-

tudes. All people are equal. There
must be a partnership between
politicians and citizens in order
to make good political decisions.
This will guarantee progress and
stability,” said Abu Lahoom.

In his speech, Lahoom com-
mended the great efforts of the
youth who exerted change during
the peaceful revolution that gave
Yemenis a chance to participate in
building their civil state in order
to end conflicts in the country.

Many high-ranking officials
were in attendance for the open-
ing ceremony, including the US
ambassador to Yemen, ambassa-
dors of neighboring and friendly
countries, and Mohammed Salem
Basindawa, the Prime Minister of
Yemen.

Basindawa expressed his hap-

piness about the creation of the
new party, saying that all political
parties in Yemen have the right to
exercise democracy in every sense
of the word.

He added that, “The founders of
the DBO are not strangers. Their
roles in shaping this country are
known to everyone. We appreci-
ate and respect them for that.”

Abdulwahab Al-Anisi, secre-
tary general of the Islah Party
delivered a speech on behalf of
the already established political
parties in Yemen, saying that the
establishment of the DBO will be
a valuable addition to political life
in Yemen.

“We look forward to building a
strong relationship with this new
party,” said Al-Anisi.

UNICEF: Urgent need for
immediate action in Yemen

Muaad Al-Magqtari

SANA’A, May 27- “There is an ur-
gent need for immediate action to
aid 13 million children who make
up more than half of Yemen’s
population,” said UNICEF’s Rep-
resentative to Yemen Gert Ka-
bileri in a press release issued last
Wednesday.

“The international community
should cooperate with the Yemeni
government to determine the ap-
propriate choices in the transition-
al period 2012-2014,” he said.

Kabileri confirmed that priority
has to be given to the malnour-
ishment issue, particularly in the
upcoming month of July which is
considered the season of poverty
and diarrhea.

UNICEF welcomed the results
of the May 23 Friends of Yemen
Meeting, which indicated that the
chronic underdevelopment in Ye-
men had negatively affected a ma-
jority of Yemenis before the pres-
ent humanitarian crisis erupted in
the country.

UNICEF pointed out that Yemen
is the most malnourished country
in the world, with 85 percent of its
population suffering from malnu-
trition.

Almost one million children un-
der the age of five have been vic-
tims of acute malnutrition, which
is deemed the primary reason be-
hind children mortality.

“More than five million boys
and girls do not have access to ad-
equate drinking water and sanita-

tion, while an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion children are estimated to be
out of school, with girls missing
out on education the most,” the
report said, adding that “almost
every child in Yemen has been af-
fected by widespread violence.”\

According to the press release,
the past year’s crisis further aggra-
vated malnourishment in Yemen.

“The fight against malnutrition
in Yemen requires urgent large-
scale investments in almost all
sectors to improve people’s access
to food, drinking water, sanita-
tion, hygiene education, social
protection, livelihoods and qual-
ity health services,” the statement
concluded.

The stand of the Islamic clerics with Hadi represents a more support to his legtimacy in the

religious Yemen.

Muaad Al-Magqtari

SANA’A May 30- in their first
meeting with the new President
Abd Rabo Mansour Hadi on Tues-
day May 29th, a group of Sunni
Islamic clerics have demanded
that he hasten the army reorgani-
zation and purge it of any parti-
san or personal loyalties.

Islamic clerics have a large in-
fluence in forming public opinion
in Yemen and they played a sig-
nificant role in the 2011 uprising.

The clerics, who were headed by
Abdulmaijd Al-Zandani, an influ-
ential member of the Islah party
who is also on the US most-want-
ed list for alleged connections to
Al-Qaeda, demanded improved
living standards for members of
the military and security person-
nel, as well as taking care of the
families of soldiers killed and in-
jured while on duty.

The clerics are expected to sup-

port Hadi, who enjoys popular
regional and international sup-
port for his stance on the war on
terror in southern Yemen against
the Al-Qaeda affiliated group An-
sar Al-Sharia and against the Shi-
ite Houthi rebels in the north of
the country.

They also called for Islamic law
be implemented against anyone
found to be destabilizing security
or endangering people’s proper-
ties or lives. Within the context
of these demands, they also de-
manded that Hadi replace lead-
ers of governorates witnessing
insecurity and instability.

“It is illegal in Islam to rebel
against the state and it is also
unacceptable to kill any citizen
outside of the jurisdiction of the
court,” the clerics said in their
concluding statement.

The meeting between the clerics
and President Hadi may serve to
boost support for the new regime

since they asked him to work on
practical issues such as increased
security and stability and to more
evenly enforce the rule of law na-
tionwide.

Another of the key demands
brought to Hadi was the forming
of a committee tasked with visit-
ing detention facilities nationwide
to set innocent prisoners free and
bring criminals to justice.

A four member committee of Is-
lamic clerics was formed to follow
up on progress of their demands..
The committee included Aref Al-
Sabri, Hamoud Al-Tharhi, Mo-
hamed Al-Hazmi and Abdulmalik
Al-Taj.

They encouraged the comple-
tion of the peaceful power trans-
fer and more open dialogue with
all Yemenis. The clerics conclud-
ed their meeting by expressing
their disapproval of any foreign
military intervention in the coun-

try.

Tribal leader in Ibb threatens
to stage demonstrations

Mohammed Al-Samei

SANA’A, May 30 - On Tuesday a
coalition of tribal leaders in Ibb
governorate decided to allow one
more week before the final dead-
line to hand over personnel from
the security forces. The personnel
are alleged to have killed five peo-
ple and wounded four from Ibb’s
Al-Kafr district in March in the
capital Sana’a.

The killing resulted from a
land-ownership dispute between
Abdullah Al-Eryani of Ibb and
Ahmed Galala of Dhamar in the
Hadda neighborhood of Sana’a.
General Fadhl Al-Qawsi, the then-
deputy Minister of Interior, also
from Dhamar, supported Galala
in the issue out of regional loyalty.
To support Galala’s claims to the
land, he sent military forces in a
campaign against Al-Eryani asso-
ciates in Sana’a.

On March 18, a convoy of 24
military vehicles sent by Al-Qawsi
opened fire on and killed five peo-
ple from Ibb affiliated with the Al-
Eryani family on the disputed land
plot in Sana’a.

According to Nasr Al-Shahiri, a
prominent tribal leader from Ibb,
the military vehicles fired directly

at the property’s guard, Kkilling
him. Locals affiliated with Al-Ery-
ani attempted to hospitalize the
guard, but military vehicles sur-
rounded them and shot at them.
Five people were killed.

During a press conference held
in Sana’a on Tuesday, Al-Shahiri
said that the perpetrators who
fired on the victims have not yet
been brought to justice. After the
killings, families of the victims
brought the bodies in front of
the house of President Abd Rabo
Mansour Hadi, demanding that
the perpetrators be brought to
court. Hadi then ordered an inves-
tigation of the issue and that the
perpetrators be brought to court.

Al-Shahiri threatened to hold
demonstrations in Ibb if the gov-
ernment delays the investigation
and handing the criminals over
to court. He indicated that dem-
onstrations could cause an evacu-
ation of security forces from the
governorate of Ibb and would in-
clude a comprehensive civil strike.

According to Al-Shahiri, the dis-
puted land plot rightly belonged to
the Al-Eryani family.

He said, “I met with President
Hadi, the minister of interior, and
the attorney general, but they've

done nothing to punish the crimi-
nals.”

Yemen Times attempted to com-
municate with the press office of
the Ministry of Interior, but they
had no further information on the
issue.

Al-Shahiri emphasized that the
official response to the crime is
unacceptable, and that the interior
ministry and prosecutors showed
dismissive attitudes towards the
issue.

“We cannot be patient anymore
with uncontrolled tribes,” Al-Sha-
hiri said. He indicated that popu-
lar committees, community self-
defense groups, are willing to take
control of the whole governorate
and cut it off from the government
until the criminals are handed
over.

He denied that demonstrations
in Ibb would aim to derail the
transitional period and the recon-
ciliation government. He said he is
serious about keeping the public
peace, but that the perpetrators
must be punished.

He criticized all major powers
in Yemen for not condemning the
offense, and accused the perpetra-
tors of being affiliated with the for-
mer regime.

Benomar warns of military threats against political
transfer in Yemen

Khalid Al-Karimi

SANA’A,May 30- UN Special En-
voy to Yemen, Jamal Benomar,
warned in his report delivered to
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil on Tuesday that spoilers of the
transitional period will be pun-
ished and that the patience of the
international community is run-
ning thin.

He said that the power transfer
deal is on the right path, indicating
that President Hadi has exhibited
strong leadership and determina-

tion in taking the helm in the tran-
sitional period.

However, he expressed concerns
about attempts to derail the trans-
fer deal. “The transitional period
in Yemen coincides with unprec-
edented security dangers and hu-
manitarian crises that are as yet
unresolved. Thus, there is no time
to waste,” he said.

Regarding the current obstacles
that Yemen is facing, Benomar
said, “one of the major challeng-
es the new government passes
through is the difficulty of enforc-

ing the law, particularly in an envi-
ronment where all opponents are
struggling to take power, including
Al-Qaeda.”

He expressed confidence in Ha-
di’s efforts in fighting Al-Qaeda,
saying that the efforts have yielded
fruit.

Hinting at the continuous inter-
vention of former President Saleh,
he said, “In spite of the fact that
the transitional period in Yemen
is heading in the right direction, it
cannot continue in the face of on-
going military threats.”

Benomar cautioned against any
efforts aimed at derailing the up-
coming comprehensive national
dialogue because the success of
dialogue is critical, and its failure
would be disastrous, he indicated.

He also gave mention to the in-
surgent officers who disobeyed
President Hadi’s decrees with re-
gard to army restructuring. He
pointed out that these acts are
behind ongoing tensions that may
foil the fragile transition in a coun-
try already racked by dangerous
instability.

Human rights activist, Khalid Al-
Anisi, said to the Yemen Times in a
phone conversation that the inter-
national community’s statements
are nothing without action. “We
are fed up with empty statements
and unending procrastination.
The international community’s
unfulfilled promises only placate
the opposition in Yemen. It is just
hypocrisy,” stated Al-Anisi.

Serious decisions might need to
be taken to deter Ali Saleh from
misusing his power, Al-Anisi said,
including deeming Saleh a terror-

ist-linked man who has colluded
with terrorists for decades. More-
over, Saleh’s family could stand
criminal trial and have their assets
frozen.

It is worth noting that Benom-
ar departed Sana’a last Saturday
after botched attempts to con-
vince rebellious officers to obey
the president’s decisions. In May,
Hadi has attempted to accelerate
the military shake-up. However,
certain officers have remained de-
fiant since the issuance of those
decisions.
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Yemeni youth mark anniversary of Al-Sabeen
deadly bombing

Nadia Haddash

SANAA, May 30- A week after
more than 100 soldiers were killed
in a terrorist attack in Al-Sabeen
Square in Sana’a, Yemeni youth
organized a gathering at the site
to distribute invitations to com-
memorate the event in person and
through Facebook.

Men and women, young and old,
assembled at the site of the suicide
blaast. The atmosphere was domi-
nated by grief, somberness and
sadness as the participants looked
at pictures of the victims killed in
the heinous attack.

The participants placed roses on
the martyrs’ posters, which were
plastered to a wooden wall colored
with blood. They then read the
sura al-Fatiha chapter of the Holy
Quran and observed a minute of
silence. When darkness fell, they
organized a march with candles to
mark the special anniversary.

“We held this anniversary to con-
demn terrorism and voice support
for all of the martyrs’ families. We
are showing our solidarity with
those who lost their loved ones,” a
Yemeni cartoonist Kamal Sharaf,
who was among the participants,
told Yemen Times.

Participants organized a march with candles to mark the
deadly bombing took place in Al-Sabeen Monday 21.

“Youth in their prime have been
killed for no reason. We call on the
authorities to take the investiga-
tion in this crime seriously and
bring those responsible, who kill
people in the name of religion, to
justice. We also demand that the
authorities take necessary mea-
sures to ensure that such crimes
are not repeated,” said Sharaf.

Sahar Abdullah, a young female
activist who was present at the an-
niversary, said, "We came here to
mark the anniversary of the atro-
cious crime because we want the
whole world to know that we will
not forget this terrorist attack in
which our sons, who came to this
square to serve their nation, were
killed for no reason. We will raise
our voices until such crimes are
put to an end.”

On Monday, May 21, an Al-Qae-
da-linked bomber blew up himself
in the midst of soldiers performing
rehearsals in Al-Sabeen Square
near the Presidential Palace, kill-
ing more than 100 soldiers and
wounding more than 200. The
blast occurred a day before Na-
tional Unity Day, transforming
what was supposed to be a large-
scale celebration into an occasion
for grief.

YT photo by Nadia Hadash

The participants placed roses on the martyrs’ posters, which were plastered to a wooden wall

colored with blood.

Electricity outages double the spread of Dengue fever
in Hodeida

Mohammed Al-Samei

HODEIDA, May 30 — “Ongoing
power outages have doubled the
spread of pandemics such as Den-
gue fever in Hodeida,” Abdulrah-
man Jar Allah, director of the Pub-
lic Health Office in Hodeida, told
the Yemen Times.

He said that the governorate
suffers from severe shortages of
medicine used to treat the disease
because money used for Dengue
fever eradication campaigns has
not been paid yet to them.

He pointed out that by Wednes-
day the death toll of Dengue fever
had risen to 15. As of one month
ago, 750 were infected in different
districts throughout Hodeida.

“Among the deaths are women
and children, most of whom died
while receiving treatment in hos-
pitals,” he added.

Jar Allah called for the Minis-
try of Public Health and Doctors
Syndicate to take responsibility
in combating the disease that has
spread widely throughout the gov-
ernorate.

“So far we aren’t certain that
all cases of the disease outbreak
are Dengue fever,” he cautioned,
stating that “It may be a viral fe-
ver that spread from open swamps
and sewers.”

“The Health Office in Hodeida is
establishing a centre to follow up
on the spread of the disease and
medical and media campaigns will
be launched in several districts in
the governorate. Affected people
will be checked and medicine will
be given to them,” he said.

“The Public Health Office and
residents are worried that the on-
going spread of the disease will af-
fect other districts,” he concluded.

Mohammed Al-Haj is a 29-year-
old man who was infected with the
disease a few weeks ago but has
since recovered after staying in Al-
Amal Private Hospital for a week.

He told the Yemen Times that
“the disease has spread signifi-
cantly, stating that most deaths
are in rural areas. Dust and uncov-
ered sewers are the causes of this
disease,” he added.

Sources in the Public Health
Office asserted previously that 10
people from different districts in
the governorate died from Dengue
fever, in addition to hundreds in-
fected. The infected are in critical
condition.

Dr. Ahmed Qasim Al-Ansi, Ye-
meni Minister of Public Health,
headed an urgent meeting to dis-
cuss the growing spread of the dis-
ease in Hodeida districts.

Al-Ansi said that Hodeida is

Saleh media loyalist defies
orders to step down

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANAA, May 30 — Asqander Al-
Asbahi has been unable to fulfill
his duties as general manager of
the state-run Television and Radio
Corporation since his appointment
by Information Minister Ali Al-
Amrani last Monday.

Sources at the corporation said
that the former manager, Muk-
bil Ghuthaim, who is reportedly a
Saleh loyalist, refused the minis-
ter’s decision to remove him.

The sources added that Ghuthaim
brought armed groups to the cor-
poration compound to signal his
rejection of the minister’s decree.

An official source at the Min-
istry of Information told the Ye-
men Times that the reason behind
Ghathaimi’s disobedience is his
loyalty to former President Saleh,
saying, “It is an insurgency against
President Hadi’s constitutional le-
gitimacy.”

The source indicated that
Ghuthaim has recently committed
numerous crimes, including loot-
ing Yemen television tapes and us-
ing them to the advantage of Yemen

Left: Mukbil Ghuthaim, right: Asqander Al-Asbahi

Today Television, owned by Saleh’s
family.

He added that a transport ve-
hicle at National TV channel had
been taken to Yemen Today chan-
nel. Ghuthaimi allegedly ordered
his employees to copy the audio,
document and art archive in addi-
tion to selling photography instru-
ments estimated at YR 50 million
($ 232,550).

The source said that employees
at the corporation are mostly from

Ghathaimi’s clan, adding that the
Information Ministry is attempt-
ing to contact Ghuthaim in order
to convince him step aside so as
to avoid clashes between the army
and his armed allies.

“I did not turn down the min-
ster’s decree,” Ghutahim said in a
phone conversation with the Yemen
Times. “It is the employees who re-
fuse the minister’s decree because
such decisions are the president’s
business; not the minster’s.”

the main center of Dengue fever
outbreak. The disease, as well as
others that may show up, he said,
must be totally eradicated to pre-
vent further problems.

A report issued by a fact-finding

medical team assembled by the
Ministry of Public Health pointed
out that those infected by Den-
gue fever suffer high temperature;
95 percent suffer headache; 99
percent suffer joint and muscle

pain; and 3 percent suffer internal
bleeding.

Dengue fever spread to Taiz,
Shabwa, Lahj, Sana’a and Abyan
governorates in 2010, killing thou-
sands of Yemenis.
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JMP parties between partnership
and withdrawal

Ahmed Dawood

isagreements  were
voiced by the Joint
Meeting Parties
(JMP) recently after
President Abd Rabo
Mansour Hadi's decree forming the
Outreach Committee for the com-
prehensive National Dialogue.

The disagreements arose because
the Outreach Committee, com-
posed of eight members, included
only two members from the JMP,
Dr. Yasseen Saeed Noman, secre-
tary general of the Socialist Party,
and Abdul Wahab Al-Anesi, head of
the Islah party. The other six mem-
bers include one from Saleh's GPC
and five independents.

Consequently, the Nasserite
Unionist People's Organization
(NUPO), a member of the JMP, an-
nounced a refusal of Hadi’s decree
in statement. In the statement, the
party stated that it feels big parties
in the JMP are excluding the par-
ticipation of small ones.

From JMP's establishment in
2001, disputes arose between coali-
tion parties. Usually, these disputes
settled down quickly, leaving little
effect on the coalition.

The question is now: will the dis-
putes between the parties of the
JMP affect the coalition's integrity
or not?

Sharing is essential
Nasr Taha Mustafa, a Yemeni col-
umnist and a political analyst, be-
lieves that all political indicators
point to the importance of partner-
ship between the prominent politi-
cal parties in the coming phase.

He believes that sharing between
political parties is essential to

maintain stability in Ye-
men and to find a way
out of the ongoing
political deteri-
oration which
Saleh's rule
left be-
hind.

Musta-
fa point-
ed out
that JMP
parties
have over-
come many
obstacles
before, par-
ticularly  after
signing the Gulf
Initiative. They over-
came the problems of how
to divide seats in the Unity Gov-
ernment, weather to pass the im-
munity clause for ousted president
Saleh, arranging the last presiden-
tial elections and how to vote on the
state budget.

For his part, Rafeeq Al-Dhaibani,
a member of the Islah Party and an
activist in Sana'a's Change Square,
said the upcoming political phase
requires all people to cooperate and
work together. He added that if any
party tries to dominate the others,
it will lose everything.

However, Abdullah Ismail, a
leader in the NUPO, breaks from
the party line in his belief that
there are no major disagreements
between the JMP parties on the
National Dialogue itself. It is the
NUPO's views on the composition
of the Communication Committee
that is a source of debate, he feels.

Ismail pointed out that the
NUPO's position regarding the
Communication Committee is very
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clear. It believes that, in in-
cluding only members
of the two largest
JMP parties in
the Communi-
cation Com-
mittee, they

have taken
power from
smaller
JMP par-
ties.
More-
over, he
added that

previously
there was no
disagreement
between the JMP
parties, but that dis-
agreements did eventually
arise regarding the power transi-
tion process, implementation of
the Gulf Initiative and the national
partnership between parties.

Positive signs

Rajeh Badi, the editor in chief of Al-
Sahwa newspaper, the Islah party's
official newspaper, asserted that
there is no policy disagreement
between the JMP parties, but that
they differ in opinion, which hap-
pens often.

Badi thinks that such variant
opinions are positive, as the JMP
is the biggest coalition in Yemen,
and it's healthy that parties within
it have different views.

Mohammed Al-Daheri, profes-
sor of political science in Sana'a
University, said that before the es-
tablishment of the JMP coalition,
there were disputes between the
member parties, but after the es-
tablishment of the coalition, they
made peace and rose to power. The
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Transparency

is needed in

the JMP.... all
issues must he
discussed frankly
and directly.

signs of their stability are that each
party has peacefully recognized
other ruling groups in the coalition,
that a president and spokesman
from each party takes charge of the
coalition for six months at a time,
and that they stood united against
Saleh's rule.

Views toward the future

In spite of differing opinions, the
JMP parties are still strong, with
some observers and political ana-
lysts offering suggestions to keep
them that way.

According to Badi, transparency
is needed in the JMP. He asserted
that all issues must be discussed
frankly and directly. Moreover, all
opinions must be taken into con-
sideration. He pointed out that Dr.
Yaseen Noaman said membership
in the JMP is voluntarily and that
anyone has the right to withdraw at
any time.

Badi added, "I'm sure no party in
the JMP will leave the coalition due
to such simple disagreements."

Ismail thinks that there is no po-
litical coalition in the world that
can last forever. However, he point-
ed out that there are two condi-
tions that make a coalition endure:
adherence to the coalition's stated
aims, and taking into account the
interests of all parties in the coali-
tion.

He affirmed that unless the JMP
parties adhere to the two condi-
tions above, they will fall apart.

Al-Daheri believes that the JMP
will carry on, because in a coalition
arrangement weak parties have the
advantage of protection and power
sharing with strong ones, and thus
will not threaten the coalition's in-
tegrity.

i) 4y ggend |
S 9 451y 331 33139
ol ¥ 7 akl g & 1 ¢ llad
(WSSP) 5L ¢ lhad e abi
| ald pdf

o6

Membership
inthe IMPis
voluntarily and
anyone has the
right to withdraw
at any time.

06

The NUPO
helieves that, in
including only
members of the
two largest JMP
partiesinthe
Communication
Committee, they
have taken power
from smalier JMP
parties.

HA49-RY : 8 dulg 11 dsaldl! diid Ba
Glelas asadil 3 9o
o 59T (591 g3 AL Jlae¥1 g (5 paasl) Lawats I BN Jlael g alia b gailh sual) w1 Bule]
CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11/02 : 68y duadllia

IDA Grant No: H 449-RY
Invitation for Bids
RECONSTRUCTION OF HANAD DIVERSION WEIR AND HANAD LEFT MAIN CANALAND ASSOCIATED
WORKS IN WADI AHWAR, ABYAN GOVERNORATE
Bid No. 02/CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11
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02/CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11-Lot (1) o st @ 1
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02/CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11-Lot (2) wausadl ad

Lot No.1: Reconstruction of Main Hanad Diversion Weir and Left EmbankmentProtection and
Associated Works
Identification No.: 02/CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11-Lot (1)

Rehabilitation of Hanad Left Main Canal & Associated Works

Identification No.: 02/CW/ICB/IRR/WSSP/11-Lot (2)

Lot No.1:
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The Government of Republic of Yemen has received a grant from the International Development
Association (IDA) towards the cost of implementation of the National Irrigation Program (NIP)
activities under Part D of the Water Sector Support Program (WSSP), and intends to apply part of the
funds to cover eligible payments under the contracts for the Reconstruction of Hanad Weir and Hanad
Left Main Canal and Associated Works in Wadi Ahwar, Abyan Governorate (Bid No. 02/CW/ICB/IRR/
WSSP/11).

The National Irrigation Program now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for implementation of
Reconstruction of Hanad Weir and Hanad Left Main Canal and Associated Works in Wadi Ahwar under
the above mentioned bid .

Bidders may apply for one lot or both lots as further defined in the bidding document.

A complete set of bidding documents prepared in English Language may be purchased by interested
bidders on the submission of a written application to the NIP office and upon payment of a non-
refundable fee of US$ 200 or its equivalent in a freely convertible currency.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the bidding documents
at the NIP office at the address mentioned below. Bidders may have access to the electronic version of
bidding documents in the High Tender Board (HTB) web site “ HYPERLINK “http://www.htb.gov.ye”
www.htb.gov.ye”.

Interested bidders must fill all required information in the bidding documents and stamp them and put
their signature down as requested and by using the bidding forms, qualification forms, and bid security
form included in the bid documents.

NIP also invites the interested bidders to attend a pre bid meeting which will be held -for any clarifications
on the bid documents - at its office at the address below on Saturday 23rd June, 2012, at 11:00 A.M.
8-Bids shall be valid for a period of 120 days from date of bid opening and must be accompanied by
bid security valid for a period of 150 days for the amounts of US$ 180,000 for lot (1) and US$ 170,000
for lot (2).The bid security shall be delivered within the envelop of the bid to be delivered to the NIP
office at the address mentioned below on or before 11:00 A.M, gth July, 2012. Bids will be opened in the
presence of bidders representatives who choose to attend at 11:00 A.M on Monday gth July, 2012.
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National Irrigation Program (NIP)

MAI Office for irrigation and Land Reclamation Sector
Al-Mithak Street, Near Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation,
Sana’a Republic of Yemen
Tel 967(1) 228594 Fax (967)1 228626
e-mail: wssp-nip@yemen.net.ye or wssp-nip@hotmail.com
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OPINION

YT vision statement

“To make Yemen
a good world

citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Would Yemen’s transition

take longer than two years?

eeing how slow the implementation of the Gulf Initiative
mechanism is, I can’t help but wonder if we are really
going to pull it off in due time.
Many Yemenis don’t even know that there is a time
table with fixed milestones for the transition, which is
intended to end in Feb 2014 with presidential elections. This is the
fault of the ones working on the transition, including myself, who
have not been transparent enough with the public.

However, looking at the dates now, I am thinking we have one
of two alternatives: Either rush into matters and squeeze some ac-
tivities to fit the schedule, or extend the transition period by up to
one year.

This means that there is a strong chance that we have our presi-
dential elections in February 2015. It does not necessarily mean
that we won’t have parliamentary elections before that, although I
personally equally doubt we can pull that off because we still have
to amend the constitution to see what sort of governing system
we want and hence what sort of electoral system; we also need to
update the voter lists and the real process for this has not even
started yet.

In any case, the most important point in the transition is trans-
parency and inclusiveness. If we do not involve the public and en-
gage all stakeholders, prolonging the transition is going to look
very bad. President Hadi will be perceived as stalling and trying
to hang on to power for a little longer, while the two main political
entities, the General People’s Congress and Joint Meeting Parties,
will be seen as trying to extend the chaotic situation for personal
gains.

However, if we have a transparent and comprehensive process,
then everyone looking in who wishes to be involved will be able to
follow our work, not only to understand it but also to expect and
accept any delay if one occurs for one reason or another.

I am personally very worried that excluding the public and other
political players at this stage is going to blow up in our faces soon,
and any achievements we had in the past regarding a peaceful
transfer of power will be turned to dust.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

SKETCHED OPINION

We wanna

Saving Yemen from disaster

Abdul Rahman Al-Rashed
Alarabiya.net
First published on May 25

emen’s exports are not

much. They consist of

about 200,000 Dbar-

rels of oil daily, a little

natural gas, few coffee
beans and salted fish. For this rea-
son, the annual government budget
is less than $ 6 billion. Yemen has
a population of a little over 24 mil-
lion, of whom 45 percent are under
the poverty line according to inter-
national statistics.

What can we understand from
this data about the country’s eco-
nomic condition?

Ousted President Ali Abdullah
Saleh left power a rich man, leaving
behind a country poorer than when
he first came to power more than
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The new regime
and the friends
and brothers of
Yemen should
refer the project
of saving Yemen
economically

to international
hodies who are
capahle of giving
advice on how to
help the country
come out of the
ditchinwhichitis
now lying.

By Nizar Al-Sanafani

go knock out the power after

you repair it.

Take us with you. >
Or are you gonna charge us?
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The Yemeni people
have a great
opportunity to huild
their present and
future after they
have achieved a
great change with
little losses.

30 years ago.

Anyway, it is not wise to blame
the past for everything. The Yemeni
people have a great opportunity to
build their present and future after
they have achieved a great change
with little losses. Who could have
believed that Saleh would quit and
transfer power peacefully without a
civil war as many people were fear-
ing?

In a Riyadh meeting on Wednes-
day, the “Friends of Yemen” pledged
aid to the tune of $ 4 billion to Ye-
men, the bulk of which would be
met by Saudi Arabia. Two months
later another conference of donor
countries will be held on Yemen.
Everybody agrees that aid to the
Yemeni people is coming at the
right time and before the arrival of
the social disaster that economists
have recently warned about. They
said Yemen was on the brink of se-
rious famine and that its resources,
including surface water, were de-
pleting.

o6

Ousted President Ali
Abdullah Saleh left
power a rich man,
leaving behind a
country poorer than
when he first came
to power more than
30 years ago.

In the midst of this wreck, the
future is not that bad if the new
government in Yemen was able to
restructure the country and made
use of the internal forces who were
willing to cooperate in order to
overcome this predicament. Even
al-Qaeda, which has spread in Ye-
men like cancer, will not succeed in
a country that is tribally coherent
and religiously moderate. In such
a country, al-Qaeda will ultimately
be defeated.

In my opinion, the new regime
and the friends and brothers of
Yemen should refer the project of
saving Yemen economically to in-
ternational bodies who are capable
of giving advice on how to help the
country come out of the ditch in
which it is now lying.

During the 1990s Yemen used to
produce about 500,000 barrels of
oil daily. Now it is only producing
about 200,000 bpd and produc-
tion is dwindling. With the discov-
ery of natural gas and the correct
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With the discovery
of natural gas

and the correct
utilization of its
human resources,
Yemen can build a
hetter economy. It
can be a center for
the production of
manpower thatis
now bheing exported
hy other countries
to the Gulf region

utilization of its human resources,
Yemen can build a better economy.
It can be a center for the produc-
tion of manpower that is now being
exported by other countries to the
Gulf region, thus exhausting their
economies.

There is much that Yemen can do
under the umbrella of a real coop-
eration. This was not possible dur-
ing the time of former President
Saleh who ignored the process of
development and was known for
his anarchic policies.

Abdul Rahman Al-Rashedis the
General Manager of Al Arabiya

A rare look inside
Al-Qaeda’s Yemen operations

David Ignatius
washingtonpost.com
First published on May 28

Osama bin Laden wrote before
he died that Yemen was the place
where al-Qaeda had its best chance
of establishing its own state — if it
acted carefully and avoided alienat-
ing the local population. I suspect
that bin Laden, who was something
of a TV news junkie, would be en-
couraged and also worried by a new
PBS documentary from inside the
terror group’s Yemeni operations.

The unusual documentary, “Al
Qaeda in Yemen,” airs Tuesday
night on PBS’s “Frontline.” It is re-
ported by Ghaith Abdul-Ahad, an
Iraqi-born journalist for the Guard-
ian newspaper and one brave dude:
As he says at the beginning of the
show, “This is an organization
known for kidnapping journalists,
detaining them for a long time,
sometimes beheading them.” So
kudos to Abdul-Ahad and “Front-
line” for taking viewers on a gutsy
trip inside Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula, as the Yemeni branch is
known.

What struck me, as I watched a
preview of the show, was that Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
is adopting some of the harsh tac-
tics that bin Laden warned his af-
filiates against, since they alienated
other Muslims. The documentary
includes examples of these brutal
methods, and also some evidence
that they are indeed turning off the
very people that Al-Qaeda needs as

allies.

In three locations, Abdul-Ahad
found examples of aggressive tactics
that have helped al-Qaeda gain ter-
ritory in Yemen but that also seem
to be upsetting local tribesmen. To
me, these vignettes seemed almost
areplay of Al-Qaeda’s cycle in west-
ern Iraq, where it proclaimed an
emirate but burned so hot that it
ended up triggering a tribal revolt:

— In Jaar, a southwestern town
that Al-Qaeda captured after a fierce
battle with the Yemeni military, the
group has reduced the crime rate
by cutting off the hands of three
thieves. Abdul-Ahad reports from
one dusty street: “It’s almost a sur-
real scene in this part of town: All
the shops are empty and open, no
people inside, yet no one stealing.
... Idon’t know if it says much about
the honesty of the town or the fear.”

Al-Qaeda’s use of horrifying pun-
ishments includes even crucifixion,
the penalty for someone accused
of spying. The terror group posted
a grisly video of the man hanging
on a makeshift cross. When Abdul-
Ahad asked one Yemeni townsman
about the crucifixion, he responded:
“What kinds of people do this?”

— In Azzan, the mountain strong-
hold in southern Yemen where An-
war al-Awlaki was killed last year
in a drone attack, Abdul-Ahad finds
an Al-Qaeda official who seems to
understand the danger of alienating
the local tribes. The reporter ex-
plains: “They are very keen not to go
into the same confrontations they
had in Iraq, when the tribes turned

against al-Qaeda and pushed them
out of the towns and cities.”

But even in this stronghold, Ab-
dul-Ahad finds, “It’s more sinister
than Jaar. The town is more deso-
late, more empty, heavily guarded.
They [are] very, very paranoid.” And
you can understand why: A local of-
ficial indicates that if Abdul-Ahad
comes back to Azzan, he can inter-
view a senior leader named Fahd
Al-Quso, who helped plot the attack
on the USS Cole in 2000. On May
6, Al-Quso was killed in a drone at-
tack.

— In the southern town of Lawder,
the tribes are rebelling against Al-
Qaeda in precisely the way bin Lad-
en feared. Abdul-Ahad asks a local
tribesman about the fighting, and
he responds: “We destroyed them,
okay. We blew them away! ... We
kicked the al-Qaeda dogs of hell out
of Lawder.”

The PBS reporter concludes: “If
the millions of tribesmen decide
collectively one day that they would
like to kick out Al-Qaeda, it will just
disappear.”

Al-Qaeda’s defeat in Yemen is
hardly assured. The government
there is fragile, and it is battling al-
Qaeda for control of key areas of the
south.

Bin Laden understood that, in
places like Yemen, Al-Qaeda can be
its own worst enemy. Yet despite re-
peated warnings to his lieutenants,
he was never able to stop the self-
destructive behavior. If this fasci-
nating documentary is accurate, the
mistakes continue.
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Sana’a freedom square women:

Substantial presence in the face
of conservative culture

The ex-president’s regime tried to use the public’s inclination toward conservatism to drive a wedge between the revolutionaries and the people who have chosen not to take part in demonstrations.

Ibrahim Al-Ansi

rom the very beginning

of Yemen’s uprising,

women have stood at

the forefront of revolu-

tionary crowds, their
presence an extension of struggles
waged by male peers to advance
the call for change. Yet some have
opposed women’s participation in
these demonstrations, charging
that women could be subject to
harm either inside or outside the
squares due to Yemen’s prevalent
social conservative customs for-
bidding close contact between men
and women.

Indeed, Sana'a’s square was un-
der semi-siege to the point that it
made it hard for demonstrators
to move freely. So the question is,
can revolutionary women continue
their contribution to the revolt a
year and a half later, after having
been exposed to attacks by regime
forces just like their brother dem-
onstrators?

Why were women targeted?
The ex-president’s regime tried to

use the public’s inclination toward
conservatism to drive a wedge be-
tween the revolutionaries and the
people who have chosen not to take
part in demonstrations. The pro-
regime media and propagandists,
in their attempt to defame the
revolution, and thus isolate it from
the public, focused on the matter
of men and women being mixed in
the square and women’s staying at
the square for days on end. The re-
gime’s bet was that such publicity
would cause damage to the revolu-
tion and undermine the revolution-
aries’ sacrifices. But they lost their
bet and women’s efforts were re-
warded when one of them, Tawakul
Karman, became a Nobel Peace
Laureate. Suddenly, Yemen women
have been catapulted to the fore-
ground despite the slander-driven
messages of the former regime.

A family and their tent in the
square

Raja’a Yaseen, an activist at Sana'a
change square, says that the ex-
president’s offenses and provoca-
tions against women were an in-
centive for them to increase their

participation: “Such action by the
former head of the state opened
many family’s eyes to the impor-
tance of women supporting the
revolution. They have realized that
the square is more like a big cultur-
al forum in which people exchange
and discuss freely their ideas for a
better tomorrow.”

Yaseen adds that some of the
women revolutionaries she knows
come to the square with their chil-
dren, brothers and husbands, and
that sleeping at the square was not
as the regime had depicted it. “I
know a family consisting of the fa-
ther and mother and their children
who had a tent at the square in
which they all slept. And the field
hospital has space for women where
women doctors and nurses sleep,
even though most of them return
home at night with their male rela-
tives. Furthermore, the revolution
has people, from both sexes, who
are scholars, politicians, journal-
ists, doctors, engineers, teachers
and so on, so it is hard for any one
to slight it.”

She goes on to say that even the
tribe that used to be depicted by

ask for life, and the)

Women have been in change squares for a year and a half, things have already changed
dramatically in terms of female political participation and decision-making. It is now normal
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for women to lead demonstrations and face arrest and even death.

the former regime as a bunch of
barbarians, has shown maturity
and disowned inflexibility and
bigotry. “Such tribal participants
would not have turned a blind eye
to bad practices if any were done at
the square.”

Harassment and kidnapping
of women revolutionaries
“Because change square is a wide
and open area, it is only normal for
revolutionaries including women
to face some problems,” says Mr.
Ammar al-Shami, a lawyer and
an activist at HOOD Organiza-
tion. “However, we did not receive
any complaints, which means that
such acts were both individual and
insignificant. As for incidents out-
side the square, nine cases were re-
corded concerning harassment and
kidnapping, the most important of
which was the kidnapping of wom-
en doctors during the Assir round-
about rally. However, the identities
of women kidnapped at the al-Qa’a
demonstration were not disclosed
at the request of the seized women’s
families, who feared for the reputa-
tion and future of their girls.”

As for the abuse, harassment and
dismissal of women working in
the public sector, there were tens
of cases. There were also attacks
against some women journalists
and writers like Huda al-Attas,
Mrs. Arwa Othman and Wedad al-
Badawi inside change square.

Far reaching presence

Places allocated for women at the
square were surrounded by ropes
that were later replaced by tents
as a consequence of the growing
media campaigns by the regime
against women demonstrators.
The restrictive measures were en-
couraged further by the square's
most powerful component, the
Islah Islamist party that insisted
on giving women separate tents,
much to the irritation of liberal
women. Nevertheless, women’s ac-
tive participation has gone beyond
the small place assigned to them at
the square. “Women’s presence in
change square,” says rights activ-
ist Nada al-Faqih, “couldn’t have
been limited to that small area
given to them because so many of
them have a substantial contribu-
tion within the square’s medical,

regulatory and security commit-
tees. They worked for nine months
frisking fellow women at the en-
trances of the square in their ‘un-
official’ role as women police. They
also helped greatly by providing
first aid to injured demonstrators,
handing out food to women revolu-
tionaries, etc.”

According to Mayada Shamhan,
professor of journalism at al-Mus-
tagbal University, the magnitude
of women’s contribution is shown
by their input in square various
activities such as training courses,
volunteer medical service and out-
side the square in rallies through-
out Sana’a’s streets.

Islah women, the strongest
link
According to activist and journalis
Samia Al-Aghbari, such rallies rep-
resent the partisan face of the Joint
Meeting Parties, especially the Is-
lah party which has been mobiliz-
ing thousands of its women mem-
bers for protest marches, while its
role in the square has receded as
the revolution enters its second
year. “The political parties have
settled for symbolic women partic-
ipation, but focused on their male
protestors,” Al-Aghbari says.
Political forces including Islah
have imposed their domination
on the square’s activities by form-
ing revolutionary committees.
“The work of these committees,”
explains Nada Al-Faqih, “was
not limited to men. Islah women
also have engaged in forming and
running such committees and al-
though they have not shut other
participants out, their domination
was clear.”

Mobile workshop

After more than a year since the
start of the revolution, Nada Al-
Faqih believes that work and efforts
should continue and be stepped up
in order to spread the revolution
beyond the square, as suggested
by Dr. Yassin Saeed Nu'man, sec-
retary general of Yemen Socialist
Party. She mentioned the tent that
was set up by Sana'a University’s
Pioneer Female Students, where
the founders were conducting cel-
ebrations and other revolutionary
activities with the aim of laying
the foundations for the civil society

and the state of institutions. After
the former president was forced
out of office, the work of the tent
was moved outside the square.
“For three weeks now, we have
been conducting symposiums out-
side the square on transitional jus-
tice and the phase of building the
civil state. The last seminar was on
what’s after the transitional term,”
says Al-Faqih, adding that con-
ducting such outside activities does
not mean leaving the square which
remains the “source of inspiration
for accomplishing the revolution’s
objectives”.

Staying until goals are ful-
filled
Like other revolutionaries, Salwa
Mukhtar thinks that there are ob-
jectives that should be achieved in
order for them to go home. “Women
and men are partners in the revolu-
tion,” she declares, “and we will re-
main so in the post-revolution time.
The revolution should realize the
rest of its goals and the way should
be paved to build state institutions.
All remnants of Saleh’s family, rela-
tives in military and security agen-
cies, as well as traditional powerful
forces known for their non-patriot-
ic agendas, should also go. The mil-
itary should be restructured on pa-
triotic bases.” She continues to say
that the revolutionaries will stay in
the squares because it is too early
to leave. “Considering the manipu-
lation and deception we see in re-
sponding to the demands from the
former regime, our steadfastness is
the only guarantee we have to force
the corrupt to bow to our demands.
I'm sure that President Hadi real-
izes that our persistence in the
square is a card he can use against
the powers that care only for their
private interests and agendas.”
Women have been in change
squares for a year and a half and
things have already changed dra-
matically in terms of participation
and decision-making. It is now
normal for women to lead demon-
strations and face arrest and even
death and eventually have the No-
bel prize to be in the spotlight of
national and international media
while living in a conservative so-
ciety. By doing this, women have
broken the harness and shown the
world the stuff they are made of.
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Transport companies maintain fragile
existence despite reduced foreign tourism

Khalid Al-Karimi

ransport companies in

Yemen have adjusted

to face the obstacles

the country has expe-

rienced since the outset
of 2011. Domestic travel has helped
tourism and transportation com-
panies in Yemen weather the eco-
nomic crisis experienced since last
year.

A 25-year old employee at Al-
Nimer Transport Company in
Sana'a, Ahmed Mohammed Esa,
told Yemen Times that the trans-
portation and tourism industries
have been active in spite of rare
foreign visitors and often insecure
roads.

“We mainly depend on domestic
travelers. We haven’t been adverse-
ly affected by the lack of foreign
tourists,” said Esa.

o6

Travelers were
intimidated

by the military
conflicts and
the increasing
spread of
checkpoints
along roads.

At Al-Burak Transport Company,
an employee who declined to be
named had this to say concerning
travel and transport companies in
Yemen. “Three years ago, trans-
port companies in Yemen stopped
counting on foreign tourists after
the rise in terrorist assaults on
travelers.”

“Domestictravel is our company’s
fundamental business,” he added.

Aeda Al-Assar, an employee at
Al-Noor Transport Company, said
that all of their clients are Yemenis
traveling to different governorates
nationwide. “Some are tourists,
while others move to find jobs or
commute to work,” stated Al-Assar.

Problems in the past year
Amid the turmoil of the past year,
the tourism industry saw a signifi-
cant decrease in business and many
companies were forced to close, or
drastically reduce their operations.
These transport companies are a
perfect example:

“Last year absolutely had a nega-
tive impact on transport compa-
nies, due to blocked roads and ram-
pant insecurity,” said Esa.

He pointed out that security was
not the only concern the unprec-
edented cost of fuel was a consider-
able difficulty as well.

“The hardest thing was the ex-
treme lack of fuel, it could have
crippled transport companies,” he
recalled.

To cope with these fuel costs,
many transportation fees have
doubled. The new costs have proved
difficult for travelers to adjust to.
Esa gave an example saying that
a bus ticket from Sana'a to Sayun
used to cost YR 2000. “Now itis YR
4000.”

Al-Assar said that the previous
year was hard for the industry be-
cause of the social and political tur-
moil it witnessed.

“We went through a difficult time
that affected the whole nation, not
just the the travel industry,” said
Al-Assar. “Roads were Dblocked,
travelers were traumatized, prop-
erty was vandalized, and people no
longer felt safe,” he concluded.

An accountant at Infinity Tour-
ism Agency, Mansour Hammed
Mohammed, told the paper that the
past year was a severe blow to tour-
ism and transportation.

“Travelers were intimidated by
the military conflicts and the in-
creasing spread of checkpoints
along roads. This negatively im-
pacted the flow of tourists, both
foreign and domestic,” he told Ye-
men Times.

He proceeded to say, “many peo-
ple changed their travel plans due
to the lack of security and the ubiq-
uity of chaos across the country.
Some found themselves unable to
get to work.”

Crippled internal tourism

Due to the security situation in Ye-
men, many people have abandoned
the idea of domestic tourism, es-
pecially for vacations and annual
holidays. Ahmed Al-Yareemi, a
government employee in Sana'a,
expressed regret the instability
several governorates have been ex-
periencing.

He told Yemen Times,”it is really
risky to travel overland for distant
tourism destinations in the coun-
try. Security forces are unable to
secure the roads from crime.”

“I used to visit Aden every year
before last year’s political chaos.

Light grey represents areas safe for tourists. Dark grey represents areas with high risk or danger
for tourists, according to Dr. Mussed Al-Daheri, directory of the Tourist Police.

Since then, I stopped taking my
family outside Sana'a,” he added.
Ali Naji, in Sana'a, confirmed that
fragile security in addition to price
hikes have led to a decrease of do-
mestic tourism. “Domestic tourists
won’t leave for other governorates
due to both the lack of security and
high cost of tickets. Clearly many
people have seen their incomes de-
cline, this also negatively impacts
the industry. It’s now pretty diffi-
cult for a family to afford to journey

to tourist destinations like Socotra
island,” Naji added.

Abductions on the rise

In spite of harsh penalties for kid-
napping, the number of these cases
is increasing. A government report
released by the Ministry of the In-
terior in March stated that there
were 133 separate instances of kid-
napping in 2011, a sharp increase
over the previous year. Yemeni law
stipulates that anyone convicted of

using a hostage to extort the gov-
ernment is subject to a minimum
10 year prison sentence, with the
death penalty mandatory if the
hostage is killed.

There were a total of 17,620 for-
eign tourists in 2011 according to
statistics from the Tourism Police
in Yemen. The destinations that
most appeal to tourists are Sana'a,
Al-Hodeida, Aden, Al-Mahweet,
Socotra, Taiz, Ibb and the Al-Mah-
ra governorate.

of vulnerable local populations.

List of items & materials required:

OPEN CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF | RE

An international humanitarian organization in Yemen

Announces an

Open Call for Expression of Interest

For potential national and local contractors in Sanaa, Aden, Hudeida, Ibb or Taez, interested to procure the following
items or provide the following work as described below.

Our international humanitarian organization has recently launched two emergency projects in the country, aimed at
improving food security, water & sanitation in poor rural areas of the Central southern areas of the country, for the benefit

In this context, we are seeking potential contractors with proven experience, reputation and capacity to deliver one or
several of the requested materials and work tasks as listed below. The objective of this call will be therefore to pre-select
local contractors with the above-mentioned specifications.

N° Ref |Project Ref | Materials Quantity Comments

1.1 Project 1 Procurement of national certified crop 100 MT Adapted to central southern areas (low
seeds (red sorghum, white sorghum, and high altitude)
maize)

1.2 Project 2 Procurement of local crop seeds (red 30 MT Adapted to central southern areas

sorghum, white sorghum, maize) (low and high altitude) (not necessary
certified, but following standard criteria
of quality)

1.3 Project 1 & 2 | Procurement of vegetable seeds 520 kits Adapted to central southern areas (low
and high altitude). Each kit weighs
max 500g and can include several
vegetables

21 Project 1 Rehabilitation of rural roads (non 10km High intensive labor / cash for work

asphalted) (8,000 mandays)

2.2 Project 1 Installation of gabions 640 linear | High intensive labor / cash for work

meters (6,000 mandays)

23 Project 2 Rehabilitation of small scale field ter- 3 units High intensive labor / cash for work

racing, and small scale earth-made (7,000 mandays)
irrigation perimeters

3.1 Project 2 Rehabilitation / construction of school 8 schools Latrines, handwashing facilities and

water systems connection to local water sources

3.2 Project 1 Rehabilitation / construction of family 64 cisterns | High intensive labor / cash for work

underground water cisterns

3.3 Project 1 & 2 | Rehabilitation / construction of shallow |52 wells High intensive labor / cash for work

wells

3.5 Project 1 & 2 | Procurement of emergency kits (basic 972 units Family kits

hygiene items, chlorine, family water
tanks, family filters)

Place of delivery Crop seeds shall be directly delivered to pre-selected rural villages in Ibb and Raymah

governorates

Other items and materials shall be delivered in Ibb and Raymah governorates
Rehabilitation and construction work will take place in rural areas of Ibb and Raymah
governorates

Please send you letter of expression of interest by email to the following address:
ongyemen.procurement@gmail.com. Deadline for receipt of letters: 06 June 2012.

Only short-listed applicants will be contacted and will receive detailed technical applications.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Lier el @GP SAEMERN is HIRING

TOTAL EAP Yemen is an affiliate of TOTAL Growp, the fourth langest integrated international Growp in odl and
gas industry. Present in Yemen for more than 20 years. TOTAL E&AP Yemen is the operator of producing Block
10 in Hadramout, exploration Block T0 in Shabwa, and exploration Block 72 in Hadramout, The Company has

also other operatorship and participation assets in Yemen, namely in producing Block B and exploration
th:hmﬂdﬂ TOTAL iz alze the technhcal Iu&rn‘tﬂu*l'anHﬂpmju:twhhlmeﬂm MM.

where we operate. This approach is defined by TOTAL Group where corporate social I"II-Fnﬂ:Iiﬂllll‘.]I' and

In line with corporate policies, TOTAL E&P Yemen believes in making positive contributions to the s

accountability are central to our operations and activities,

ELECTRICAL TECHNICIANS - Sife

The Job Holder 15 fo:

« Parforms all Elecincal maintenance activities

« Ensures that all maintenance and repairs to plant and equipment are carried out in a safe
and efficient manner and in sinct compliance with company operating procedures and any
relevant Company Rules in order to maintain all such equipment in sound and safe

operating condition.

« Performs daily work activities, in accordance with his individual jobftask procedures,
checking that the guality of work s acceptable before the equipment is refurmed 1o service.

« Ensures that all eguipment are restartad and unning efficiently after being repaired.

« Ensures a high standard of housekeeping 15 maintained on the plant and eguipmant on s

designated wark area.
« Anahyse failures and suggest solution to or comect the problem assoclated with fallures.
* Provide reports fo Discipline Supervisor on the status of job tasks

Gualification and rience Reguired:

« Minimum of 2 years practical experiencs in Maintenance activities having completed technical

studies andlor apprenticeship
* Hawve a good knowledge of the Company rules, policies and procedures.
= Minimum electrical cerification for Electrical technidan L1 - L1V -LR - LC
« Walid Driving Licence

= Minimum English Level (Total o advise) le. Flusnt written and spoken with good technical

English knowledge.

= Be rigorows and methodical, and have the prysecal ability to work outdoors In desert condiions.

PLANT OPERATORS - Site
The Job Holder is to:

* Troubleshoots all probiems relatad o il production on the facilifies under his responsibiity,

organizes and follows-up comreciive actions where needed,
= Ensures thal cperating procedures are property followed.

= Suggests possible improvement regarding facilities and proceduras 1o the Production

Supervisor,

= Prepares all production reports related to the facilities under his responsibility and makes

sure all production logbooks are property filled.

= Prepare the PDMS report on dadly basis at night shift and afl other reports such But ot Bmited

to safety dossier, LOVLG, watch keeping list.
= Assists production supervisor durng the start up, planned and un planned shutdown
= Train new plant cperators

= Ensures fully awareness of the new procedures and suggests to revise the existing

procedures on the faciliies under his responsibility for improvement,
= Enter the data in the water injection fle on daily basis at night shift.,

= Follow any specific data collzction required for method or for special operaton like capacity

follow up, DRA folow up,... efc
= Enzures the handling the fop up of the plant chemicals

= Perform visually and verbafly hand over (o the cncoming shift operators, make sure all ESD

overrides are fully aware by the oncoming shift.

Qualification and Expernence Reguired:

= 3 years praclical expenence in producton facilliies operation,
= 2 vears tlechnical diploma after high school

= Minimum English Level of 3/5 (fluently wntten and spoken with good technical English

knowledge]

MECHANICAL TECHNICIANS - Site

The Job Holder is to:

Monitor, check operations, diagnosis, repair, overhaul and perform maintenance on diesel
engines, all ypes of pumps, valves, air compressors and other type of equepmeant related to
the Field and processing Facilites,

Performs daily work acivities, in accordance with his individual jobitask procedures, checking
that the quality of work is acceptable before the equipment is retumed to service,

Ensures that all maintenance ard repairs to.plant and equipment are carried out in a safe
and efficient manner and in sirict compliance with company operating procedures and any
relevant statutory legiskation in crder to maintain all such equipment in sound and safe
operating condition.

Ensures that all equipment are restarted and nunning efficientty after being repaired.
Ensures a high standard of housskesping is mainizined on the plant and equipment on his
designated work area.

Analyse failures and swgoest solution o or cormect the problem associated with faillures
Forwards to Discipline Supervisor all maintenance intervention requess.

Qualification and Experience Required:

Minimum of 2 yvears practical experence in Maintenance activities having completed technical
shudies andior apprenticeship.

Have a good knowledge of the Company rules, policies and procedures,

Minimal Electrical Certification Level of Ho - Bo

Minimum English Level of 3/5 (Fluently written and speken with good technical English
knowledge)

Ee rigorous and methodical, and have the physical ability o work outdoors in desest condiions.

INSTRUMENT TECHNICIANS - Site

The Job Holder is to:

= Dperate Insirument systems, maintain all Instrument equipment, calibrate and repair pneumalic

and electronic Control, ESD instruments, maintain controd panels. Performs daily work
aclivities, in accordance with his individual jolvtask procedures, cheacking that the quality of
work is acceptable before the equipment 1s retumed to service,

= Ensures that all maintenance and repairs (o plant and equipment are camed out in 2 safe

ard efficient manner and in strict compliance with company operating procedures and any
refevant Company Rules inorder to maintain all such equipment in sound and safe operating
condition,

= Ensure maintenance at anytime during day and night as soon it is required and anly with

Instruement Supervisor or Superintendent orders.

= Ensures that all equipment are restarted and nenning efficiently after being repaired,
= Ensures ahigh standard of housekeeping is maintained on the plant and equipment on his

designated work area.

= Analyse failures and suggest solubon to or corect the problem associated with fallures,
= Repor o Supenisor status of job given.

Qualification and Experience Required:

» Minimum of 2 years practical experience in Malmtenance activities having completed technlcal

studies andior apprenticeship.

* Have a good knowsedge of the Company rules, policles and procedures.
= Valid Driving Licence.
= Minimum English Level (Total 1o advize) le. Fluent written and spoken with good techndcal

English knoisdedgs.

= Be rgoreus and methodical, and hawve the phyvsical ability 1o work culdeoss in desert condiions.

Ta apply, please visit weww. total-ep-yemen.com and register your application no later than June 14", 2012,

Faxed or handed-in applications are not considered.
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Demand for the
repatriation of
looted assets
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Ahmed Dawood

ince the first spark of last
year's revolution in Ye-
men against ousted Pres-
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh,
no official body has de-
manded that the money Saleh, his
relatives, previous leaders, officials
in government and military leaders
stole from the country and placed in
foreign bank accounts be returned.

So far, the location of large sums
of money stolen from the govern-
ment isn’t known.

On May 16th, US President Ba-
rack Obama issued an executive
order giving the Treasury Depart-
ment authority to freeze the assets
of anyone obstructing implemen-
tation of the political transition in
Yemen.

The White House issued a copy of
the order but it didn't include a list
of names or organizations already
determined to be in violation.

Some people took the order to be
a confession from the US admin-
istration that some influential Ye-
meni figures have large amounts of
money in American banks.

The people take action
Consequently, a popular initiative
was announced last week in Sana'a
to demand retrieval of the looted
cash.

The initiative, headed by Ghasan
Abu Lohom, a human rights activ-
ist, includes society activists, par-
liamentarians, lawyers, and other
public figures.

Abu Lohom asserted that Saleh,
his relatives, and other prominent
leaders' assets in foreign banks
are valued at more than 170 billion
USD. This is especially troubling
considering that more than ten mil-
lion Yemenis currently suffer from
severe poverty and malnutrition.

Although the initiative was an-
nounced, no names were men-
tioned except for Abu Lohom and
an executive member. No parlia-
ment, academic or civil organiza-
tions involved in the initiative were
mentioned.

Abu Lohom affirmed that the
names of participants in the initia-
tive will be announced next month,
when the number of members is fi-
nalized.

W
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Saleh, his
relatives, and
other prominent
leaders’ assets
in foreign hanks
are valued at
more than 170
hillion USD.
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Freezing them
[looted assets]
IS an important
firststepto
having the
money returned
to Yemen.

The initiative aims to put pres-
sure on the government to start
demanding foreign countries freeze
the assets and looted money of
Saleh and his relatives and return
them to the country. It also aims
to entrench principles of transpar-
ency and integrity in public and
private institutions in addition to
implementing regulations imposed
by the United Nations Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC).

The movement also demands that
whoever has looted money, regard-
less of whether they’re in the gov-
ernment or not, must give it back.

Initiative mechanisms

The initiative plans to take immedi-
ate steps achieve its goals. Members
will start by collecting information
about the location of the looted
money, according to a statement
distributed in the opening cer-
emony of the initiative. They then
plan to interface with international
organizations and the officials of
countries where the assets are cur-
rently located. Revealing and freez-
ing them is an important first step
to having the money returned to
Yemen.

A team of lawyers will also be
established to coordinate with law-
yers in the countries where the as-
sets are located in order to file legal
requests demanding the freezing of
such funds and their repatriation to
Yemen.

There will be active representa-
tion of the initiative in every coun-
try Saleh and his relatives are be-
lieved to keep their looted assets,
as well as coordination between
the initiative's team and Yemeni
communities in these countries to
spread public support for the initia-
tive.

But the question is: Will the steps
the members of the initiative take
be legal?

Legality

Dr. Ali Al-A'wag, a professor of in-
ternational law at Sana'a University,
believes the work of the initiative to
be legal, not only based on Yemeni
law, but also on laws of countries
where the assets are being kept.

Al-A'wag said that Yemen had
signed several international agree-
ments such as combating corrup-
tion and organized crime. There-
fore, the team of the initiative will
use these agreements as a basis for
their initiative if the legality of their
actions are challenged.

He pointed out that Yemen had
also committed to implementing
an agreement that prevents money
laundering, and considers such
laundering to be a criminal act.

"If we looked into the Supreme
National Authority for Combat-
ing Corruption laws, we find that
they oblige the authorities to work
with the other government institu-
tions to combat corruption, punish
those corrupted people and pursue
the looted money abroad," said Al-
A'wag.

The initiative depends on coop-
eration with civil organizations and
the Transparency International
Organization. Tawfeeq Al-Budaigi,
head of the Transparency Inter-
national Organization in Yemen,
affirmed that the organization is
ready to support this initiative in
order to get the looted money re-
turned.

"We will support the initiative
with experts and lawyers. We will
also boost the role of different civil
groups in order to get the money
returned as soon as possible," he
added.

"The looted money of Yemenis
in foreign banks will be taken back
as long as we pursue it," said Abu-
Lohom confidantly.

First Conference
for Youth Initiatives
and Foundations
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FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER
AIRCRAFT.

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS
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Yemeni men feel shy to hold a rose in

YT Photo by Fatima Al-Azani

Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Some Yemeni men feel awkward about holding a rose in public, so they cover the rose in a bag so no one sees it.

Mohammed Al-Samei

lowers are barely noticed

among most in Yemeni

society. Yemeni people

live in a warlike environ-

ment, with increased in-
stances of violence and terrorism,
according to Abdulaziz Mohamed,
a university student in Sana’a.

"Some Yemeni people find hold-
ing roses or offering flowers to
someone to be foreign to their cul-
ture [and that it should not be prac-
ticed in an Arab or Islamic coun-
try]," Mohamed said.

“In fact we really want to over-
come this false perception and to
replace blood with roses, gunpow-
der with arabian jasmine and bul-
lets with flowers,” he said. “But we
haven’t been able to achieve this
goal. Guns and bullets remain the
trend and violence dominates.”

This is because manhood in Ye-
men is measured by the his affir-
mation of guns and violence. Peace,
roses and love are seen to be almost
feminine according to Mohamed.

“Roses have a beautiful meaning.
They express love and purity. Peo-
ple's anger is often appeased and
pacified by roses since they rep-
resent calm and tranquility,” said
Tawfeeq Ali.

Ali, who is from the governate of
Shabwa in eastern Yemen, said that
when he wanted to give a rose to his
fiancée, he had to cover it with a
bag to make sure that no one would
see it.

Ali complained about how giv-
ing roses wasn’t seen as acceptable
in society. He calls on all Yemenis
to change this, to spread a culture
of peace and beauty instead of vio-
lence.

Samar Ahmed, a woman from
the governate of Aden, located
in the south of the country, says,
“Yemenis care more about giving
things with a more lasting value
than roses.”

“For me, roses are romantic be-
cause the colors of roses reflect
the character of a person,” said
Ahmed.

She added that in her community
roses are presented during wed-
dings, birthdays, graduations and
other occasions.

Differing from the response of
the woman from Aden, Aisha Ra-
jih, from the capital Sana’a, said
roses mean nothing to her, but she
sees her female friends interested
in roses and they use them for dif-
ferent occasions.

Slow, but growing demand for
roses

Despite the fact that Yemenis are
largely not interested in roses, the

o6

Roses have a
heautiful meaning.
They express

love and purity.
People’s anger is
often appeased
and pacified by
roses since they
represent calm and
tranquility.

o6

We really wantto
overcome this false
perception and to
replace hlood with
roses, gunpowder
with arabian
jasmine and bullets
with flowers.

o6

The lack of
understanding has
made Yemenis look
atroses as thorns.
We Yemenis use
roses only for close
relationships, this
IS a mistake. We
should make our
lives full of roses.

demand is on rise according to
Amar Al-Sabri, an owner of a rose
shop in the capital Sana’a. “Com-
pared with the past few years, de-
mand for roses has been getting
better in the last three months,
particularly because of women
and girls who are buying them for
birthdays, weddings and other oc-
casions,” said Al-Sabri.

He expects the demand to in-
crease this summer as it gets fur-
ther into marriage and graduation
season.

Al-Sabri believes that the cul-
tural acceptance of roses in Yemen
should change. He pointed out that
if men buy a rose, they cover it up
with a plastic bag so no one will see
it, yet they will carry qat (a mild
narcotic plant) everywhere without
a second thought.

“Things are being mixed up and
confused due to the perception of
some things as being only for men
or women,” said Mohammed Ghazi,
from Lahj, in southern Yemen. He
went on to say, “for instance many
people think it’s not good for a man
to hold or give roses and he can be
insulted if he buys one.”

Roses: the best gifts

“I always carry roses when visit-
ing sick friends, on valentines day
or for any important occasion, it’s a
must." Akram Al-Fahad said.

“You must give roses, when any-
one asks me what to give me I tell
them to bring me a bouquet of ros-
es. It’s always great when I receive
one from a woman I love,” said Al-

Fahd.

“The lack of understanding has
made Yemenis look at roses as
thorns. We Yemenis use roses only
for close relationships, this is a
mistake. We should make our lives
full of roses,” he said.

Al-Fahd concluded that the low
demand for flowers in general has
caused Yemeni farmers to not grow
very many of them, as they fear a
loss of profit would result from
planting large fields.

Rose buyers in Yemen are mostly women who buy them for
weddings and birthdays.

tailored according to our clients needs.

We provide the following solutions/services:

- Time Attendance System, CCTV System, Access Control System,
Van Sales, Account System, E-Inventory, Pharmacy System, Biometric
Authentication System, Barcode systems, and many other systems

 Inventory Tracking System

 Fixed Assets Tracking System
« Mobile Computer Application
» Van-Sales System
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Sana’a, Moqadisho Street. PO BOx: 12176, .Mobile: +967
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