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Eight dead in clashes at Interior Ministry

Ahmed Dawood
& Amal Al-Yarisi

SANAA, Aug. 1 — The Ministry of
the Interior has regained stability
after sporadic clashes broke out on
Tuesday between dozens of police
and soldiers in the office of Interior
Minister Abdulgader Kahtan.

Major General Ali Saeed Obaid,
spokesman of the Military Com-
mittee, said that eight soldiers were
shot from both sides and 25 others
were wounded.

Obaid confirmed to the Yemen
Times that “the Military Commit-
tee captured several police soldiers
that participated in the clashes and
is now investigating the matter.”

He pointed out that a commit-
tee, comprised of Major General

Ali Nasser Lakhsha’a, vice-Minister
of the Interior, General Fadhl Al-
Qawsi, Commander of the Security
Central Forces (SCF), Brigadier Rizq
Al-Jawfi, Sana’a Security Chief and
Major General Saeed Ali Obaid, was
formed to investigate the matter,
in accordance with President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi’s orders.

He added that the committee met
on Tuesday night and on Wednesday
afternoon; details would be provid-
ed after the meeting.

Fadhl Abubaker, a soldier in the
ministry, said that the police opened
fire at around six o’clock on Tuesday
morning. The soldiers were forced
to retaliate.

He indicated that several soldiers
of the ministry, among them Muaad
Al-Mesbahi, an officer in the Inte-

rior Minister’s office, were shot and
others wounded during the clashes.

For his part, Mohammed Al-
Harazi, a resident, said that ma-
chine guns and grenades were used
in the clashes. He added that the
clashes intensified at nine o'clock
in the morning and calmed down at
ten.

The Ministry of Interior’s build-
ing was looted by civilians after 12
o’clock when the clashes ended.

Nasser Al-Harbi, a resident, said
that the police soldiers and the SCF
soldiers who controlled the building
allowed residents to enter it and loot
whatever they wanted. Residents
were seen emerging from the min-
istry carrying furniture.

The government and the Supreme
Security Committee condemned the

clashes. They asserted that what
happened was the result of a group
of soldiers advocating storming the
ministry in order to create disorder
in the country.

The ministry reported that the
police soldiers have no demands;
they stormed the ministry to ad-
vance their interests.

The government denounced the
storming and said that it aimed to
create chaos, hinder political devel-
opment in Yemen and obstruct the
implementation of the Gulf Initia-
tive.

Hameed Al-Ahmar, a leader in
the Islah Party, said that the clashes
occurred because the state did not
pay attention to the demands of the
revolutionary youth to dismiss for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh’s

Ethiopians stage protest at refugee camp

Ahlam Mohsen

SANAA, Aug. 1 — Hundreds of
Ethiopians living in Kharaz refugee
camp peacefully demonstrated in
front of the Administration and Ac-
commodation compound on Mon-
day, demanding repatriation back to
Ethiopia, according to the U.N. Ref-
ugee Agency, UNHCR. Demonstra-
tors blocked the entrance and exit to
the compound, temporarily blocking
U.N. staff and their partners from
entering or leaving the camp.
Deteriorating economic condi-
tions and a worsening food crisis has
meant increased hostility towards
African refugees, asylum seekers
and migrants in Yemen. Yemeni se-
curity forces forcibly removed 300
Ethiopians from Dhamar Governor-
ate to Kharaz refugee camp in Lahij
Governorate five weeks ago. Pro-
tests first broke out three weeks ago

when the recently arrived Ethiopian
camp residents were informed after
being screened that they were not
to be granted refugee status by UN-
HCR.

“Following screening of the mi-
grants, UNHCR determined that
they were not persons of concern to
UNHCR. The office has been work-
ing with the Government, the Ethio-
pian Embassy and IOM to resolve
the situation. Meanwhile, UNHCR
has been providing food and tempo-
rary shelter,” UNHCR External Re-
lations Officer, Teddy Leposky, said.

Subla Chalchisa, a 23-year-old
Oromo-Ethiopian refugee arrived
in Sana’a from Kharaz camp in two
weeks ago.

“I came from Kharaz, I came
to see my sick sister,” Chalchisa
said. “They didn’t give us anything
in Kharaz, they should be on our
side, but they are not. Conditions are
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very bad there, a child died shortly
before I left.”

Meanwhile in the capital, refugees
continue to sleep on Sana’a’s streets
after an allegedly violent removal
from prison. Yemeni security forces
threw tear gas canisters into cells
and beat refugees with steel bars be-
fore throwing them into vans to be
dispersed around the city, according
to the refugees. The refugees were
imprisoned after an 11-month dem-
onstration outside UNHCR’s Sana’a
office.

The former prisoners, mostly
Ethiopian and Eritrean refugees,
are demanding Yemeni citizenship,
repatriation outside of Yemen, or
repatriation back to Ethiopia, where
many fear persecution from the
Ethiopian government. Refugees
outside the Human Rights Minis-
try told the Yemen Times that they
fear what kind of future awaits them

in Ethiopia if they are repatriated,
but that that option is preferable to
the status quo. Whilst widespread,
this conviction is not shared by all;
Kirubel Lemma, former refugee and
well-known member of the Ethio-
pian community, for example, does
not condemn the Ethiopian govern-
ment.

Around the world, refugees
struggle to survive after fleeing
their homes for fear of persecution,
famine or violence. Cash-strapped
governments like Yemen’s, a coun-
try where nearly half its population
is food insecure, struggle to meet
the needs of its refugee communi-
ty. Last year’s U.N. World Refugee
Day report shows that developing
nations bear a greater burden, host-
ing 80 percent of refugees. The U.N.
urged wealthier nations to share this
burden, given their capacity to host
and absorb refugees.
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Stability was restored after sporadic clashes on Tuesday.

relatives from state departments.

“Itis unacceptable that Saleh’s rel-
atives are still controlling the presi-
dential palace, the airport, military
camps in Sana’a and other state de-
partments after five months of the
transitional period,” said Al-Ahmar
in a press release on Tuesday.

In return, the General People’s
Congress (GPC) asserted in a state-
ment that Saleh has no relation with
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the clashes that took place within
the Ministry of Interior.

The statement read “the GPC isn’t
an ideological party that arranges
clandestine groups among military
and security forces because it is
against the law and the institution.”

Moreover, the GPC hoped that the
problem would be solved according
to the law in order to avoid blood-
shed.
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Modernized finance project unveiled Amendments made to child-related laws

Ahmed Dawood

SANAA, July 31 — Last Monday
the Finance Ministry presented
the “Public Finance Modernization
Project,” as well as the Accounting
and Financial Management Infor-
mation System to a huge crowd
that included a number of the rec-
onciliation government ministers.
AFMIS is an automated system
that helps prepare and execute
the public budget of the state in
addition to issuing the state's fi-
nal accounts. The system was first
implemented in 2007 in four gov-
ernment ministries. In 2010, the
program was expanded to an ad-
ditional five ministries. The minis-
tries that utilize this system are the
Finance Ministry, Ministry of Edu-
cation, Ministry of Public Works
and Highways, Ministry of Public
Health and Population, Ministry
of Petroleum and Mines, Ministry
of Electricity and Energy, Ministry
of Water and Irrigation, the Taxes
Authority, Customs Authority and

the Yemen Central Bank.

Sakhar Al-Wajeeh, the Finance
Minister, said in the inaugura-
tion ceremony on Monday that the
system would contribute to lower-
ing the operating costs of the state
finance administration. The sys-
tem is expected to contribute to
executing the Ministry of Finance
program to establish transparency
by means of publishing the budget
and reports relating on the minis-
try website; the website currently
gives access to many financial doc-
uments.

Alwajeeh said theyre trying to
make the system include all offices
in the local and central authorities
plus instant connection with the
Central Bank so financial accounts
are dispatched and received auto-
matically between the Ministry of
Finance and the Central Bank in
accordance with the future plans
of the project.

AFMIS aims to provide essential
information for the decision mak-
ers quickly; it also aims to better

communication between different
government administrations and
to smoothly exchange information,
said Ghailan Mohammed Al-Shayf,
the project’s executive manager,
adding that the system will save
time and effort when searching for
the documents needed.

The Central Bank of Yemen
played a major role in supporting
the project; it was supposed to be
launched last year; however, events
of the last year prevented its imple-
mentation.

This system provides large stor-
age capacity for documents and
preservation for spare documents;
these documents can be retrieved
safely when necessary said Ghai-
lan, who added that this system is
one of the best database systems in
the country.

The system is flexible and easy
to use. It provides decision mak-
ers with several reports that previ-
ously took a long time to prepare.
These reports help detect imbal-
ances that need to be addressed.

MP survives assassination attempt in Ibb

Ghaida Al-Ariqi

SANAA, Aug. 1 — Member of Par-
liament Ali Saleh Qa’asha survived
an assassination attempt plotted by
armed men in Ibb governorate last
Monday.

The armed men opened fire on
his car which had stopped behind
the Al-Fakhama Hotel. A grenade
was thrown towards the car as well,

though Qa’asha was not in the ve-
hicle. The perpetrators fled the scene
on motorcycle with an accompanied
car.

Anwar Hatim, the forensic depart-
ment manager in Ibb, said the inci-
dent was an obvious assassination
attempt, adding that the perpetra-
tors were as of yet unknown.

He said that Qa’asha’s car windows
were opaque; the armed men mistak-

enly believed that he was inside it.

“Fortunately, Qa’asha was not in
the car. The armed men reckoned he
was there. Once his car stopped, they
moved quickly, firing at the car and
hurling a grenade. The driver was
injured by shrapnel and he was im-
mediately taken to hospital.. To date,
we don’t know the motive or the as-
sailants,” Parliament security officer,
SalahAhmed said.

Human rights organizations
condemn violations by Houthis

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANAA, July 31 — Human rights
organizations demanded on Tues-
day the urgent formation of com-
mittees to investigate Houthi viola-
tions of human rights in Sa’ada.

Four young men allegedly tor-
tured by the Houthis were taken to
the Science and Technology Hos-
pital on Sunday in a critical condi-
tion.

Ameen Farhan, one of the tor-
tured young men, said that he
was summoned by the Houthis to
meet their leader in Jomaa Bani
Bahr area when he was in Al-Arish
Mosque.

He added that people of Sa’ada are
accustomed to summons from the
Houthis, saying that “the Houthis
consider Sa’ada theirs, particularly
due to absence of the state depart-
ments there.”

Farhan thought he would meet
the leader and leave. However, the
Houthis robbed and blindfolded
him and began to torture him with
electric shocks. They hit him with
rifle butts in different parts of his
body.

Farhan says that he was tortured
by seven Houthis. So far, he is un-
aware of the reason of torture. “I
heard nothing from them except
death threats,” he added.

Farhan said that the number of
young men kidnapped and tortured
by the Houthis in Sa’ada increased
during Ramadan. He stated that
“many young men were kidnapped
and tortured but their families
can’t do anything because they are
weak.”

Abid Mish’al said he was abduct-
ed in front of a mosque on Thursday
night by armed men affiliated with
the Houthis who are identifiable by
their names and weapons.

Mish’al added that he was taken
to a Houthi prison-an old building

2
z
<
©
£
<
>
k)
<}
<]
2
=
.
-

with small dirty cells inside.

Three people used electric shocks
to torture Mishal. They proceeded
to kick him for half an hour before
he was released.

“They accused me of maintain-
ing an alliance with America and
Israel. I'm just an ordinary citizen,”
he said. Mish’al reported that state
departments, human rights orga-
nizations and media are completely
absent in Sa’ada which enabled the
Houthis to dominate over citizens.

Abdulrahman Barman, a law-
yer for Hood, the National Orga-
nization for Protecting Rights and
Freedoms, said that there are many
torture cases of the Houthis against
residents in Sa’ada.

“Statistics indicate that more
than 60 residents in Sa’ada have
been tortured by the Houthis, but
they have refused to talk to media
because they've received death
threats,” he said.

“The Houthis are attempting
to establish a state composed of
Sa’ada, Hajja and areas of Hodeida
to facilitate transporting weapons,

ammunition and other materiel,”
Barman said.

Ateam filed cases for the tortured
residents in Sa’ada and referred
them to Ali Al-Awsh, the General
Prosecutor.

For his part, Ali Nasser Al-
Bokhaiti, spokesman of the Revo-
lutionary Powers Forum, said
that the revolutionary powers are
against human rights violations,
but doubted the impartiality of all
organizations because they partici-
pate in spreading rumors against
the Houthis.

Al-Bokhaiti wondered how some
human rights organizations issue
statements about violations by the
Houthis against residents without
considering the response of the
Houthis, whether confirmation or
denial. These organizations must
take into consideration the Houthis’
opinion too, he said.

“The reports issued by the orga-
nizations aren’t impartial. A com-
mittee must visit the governorate to
investigate the alleged violations,”
he concluded.

Samar Qaed

SANAA, Aug. 1 — Government
institutions and civil society or-
ganizations related to children are
working to make amendments to
laws and legislations with regard
to childhood so as to be com-
mensurate with the international
agreements and conventions in
cooperation with UNICEF. It is
expected that the mission will be
concluded within three months.
Adel Dabwan, the general man-
ager of social defence at the Min-
istry of Social Affairs and Labor,
said the amendments include
many laws and issues in terms of
child rights. It is stipulated that
children ought to be provided with
protection against any kind of ma-

nipulation as well as a ban against
child soldiery.

Dabwan indicated that the
amended laws that will be en-
dorsed are the prime legislative
reference for all items regulating
child rights.

"I am here to support the team
revising child-related legislations
and contribute to limiting child
abuse such as recruiting, traffick-
ing, violence and discrimination
against girls," Dawood Darawei,
an Arabian childhood expert said.

He added that "we are concerned
to shape the legislations and add
some amendments in order to pro-
vide social and forensic protection
for the child. A national team is in
charge of this responsibility; this
will be an achievement for child-

hood organizations either in the
government or the private sector."

Maryam Ibrahim Al-Shawafi,
the general secretary and the ex-
ecutive manager of the Shawthb
Foundation, said that Yemen has
legislation against such issues,
though they are ineffective due to
their ambiguity. He cited the ex-
amples of acceptable marriage age
and the ban on violence against
children.

Al-Shawafi called for parliament
to endorse these amendments in
accordance with international
standards and conventions for
child rights. He demanded them
not to rely solely on their personal
convictions to determine the mar-
riage age. It is an issue which re-
mains contentious.

Three dead in Ansar al-Sharia

Ahmed Dawood

SANAA, Aug. 1 — Three soldiers
were killed in an attack on the Ja’ar
Security Complex in Abyan by An-
sar Al-Sharia affiliates on Tuesday
night.

First-Sergeant Ahmed Salem told
the Yemen Time that “the armed
men were on motorcycles. They
started shooting at the soldiers and

the people’s committee’s fighters,
civilian fighters who back the mili-
tary, at eleven o’clock. The attack
caused the deaths of three soldiers;
one more was wounded.”

Salem pointed out that the soldiers
attempted unsuccessfully to track
the assailants. He added that only
a few soldiers and people’s commit-
tees’ members were in the complex.

The Ministry of Defence website

attack in Jaar

reported that one of the killed sol-
diers was a security officer in Ja’ar,
adding that the ministry is sending
armed men to arrest and prosecute
the militants.

Ansar Al-Sharia affiliates have re-
sorted to launching surprise attacks
on government facilities and secu-
rity forces throughout Yemen after
being defeated in Abyan governor-
ate a month ago.
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UNICEF Yemen

Att: Supply Manager
Behind C-Plus Hospital
Tel: +967 1-211 400

Expression of Interest for Supply and
Delivery of Vertical Pumps and Submersible
Multi-Stage Pumps for Drinking Water

Ref. No. EOI/'YEMA/2012/001

As a part of support to emergency response in the country, UNICEF would like to solicit
potential and reputable suppliers for water pumps.

The following are some of the pumps that UNICEF would typically require:

»  Vertical pumps for drinking water (complete set)
»  Submersible multi-stage pumps for drinking water (complete set)

In this regard, and in order to expand its supplier base, UNICEF would like to invite any
company with capacity in this sector to submit an expression of interest (including your
detailed company profile).

Please submit your expression of interest by following the instructions outlined below.

IMPORTANT: please note that no offer should be submitted at this stage, only the information
requested below should be included.

All interested firms are required to provide the following information:

> Full dossier of the organization with references of past performance. The dossier
should also include a brief description of the company structure, including branches
in different parts of the country or outside Yemen.
Details of the range of products available.
Approximate yearly turnover.

Proof of financial stability - Audited financial statements from the last three years from
a recognized Auditing Firm establishing the financial position of your firm

> Proof of license to operate in Yemen, providing also information on the number of

Only the qualified firms will be invited for bidding.

The Expression of Interest should be sealed in an envelope, sent not later than 10:30am on
11th August 2012 and clearly marked as follows:

“Expression of Interest for supply and delivery of Water Pumps” and addressed to:

Submit by delivering the envelopes inside the bid box at the reception.
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Friday sermons not relevant

Mohammed Al-Samei

emenis have been criti-
cal of the performance
of imams because of
the topics they address
in Friday sermons.

They say that the imams do not
address the relevant issues from
which residents suffer. Moreover,
they don’t discuss new topics in
their sermons.

Fathi Abu Al-Nassr, a Yemeni
journalist, said that many imams
don’t touch on the problems of so-
ciety or new developments among
residents. He added that the core
of the sermon ought to be the con-
cerns of Yemenis.

Abu Al-Nassr described imams
as “parrots who address expired is-
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When asking
Yemenis about

the performance

of imams, many
reply saying that
they discuss issues
irrelevant to Yemeni
society and its
problems.

Photo by Nadia
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“We want imams to discuss our problems, discuss government

decrees and oppose oppression.”

sues.” He pointed out that they are
one of the most important reasons
behind the ignorance of society.

Although some imams attempt
to address different issues, they are
discouraged by society members
who refuse to discuss such topics.

Khaled Al-Hada’i, an imam who
appears in various mosques in
Sana’a, told the Yemen Times that
many imams don’t shed light on lo-
cal problems; instead they address
religious issues.

He explained that bringing dis-
cussion of current affairs to the
sermons is a slow process due to
the complicated situation in Yemen
and lack of awareness among resi-
dents.

He clarified that the imams who
address new issues may find it dif-
ficult because majority of religious
individuals find it a violation of re-
ligion.

He added that a positive change
can be seen in sermons, but that it
requires a greater awareness among
citizens, which will take time.

He said that some imams try to
address new issues in their ser-
mons but customs, intolerance and
the media hinder them.

Irrelevant sermons

“Imams deliver religious sermons
that don’t take residents’ prob-
lems into consideration and don’t
attempt to find solutions for these
problems,” Mossa Al-Namrani, a
human rights activist said.

“The imams of mosques, located
in poor neighborhoods where gar-
bage is accumulating everywhere
and lack of sanitation and electric-
ity, keep talking about the Al-Agsa
mosque and its problems without
paying attention to the local prob-
lems of the residents in these poor

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO, works with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and
suffering. Oxfam has been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following
vacancy for its programme.

OXFAM

Partnership Accountant (I position)

Location: Sana’a

Contract Duration: 8 months

The role

You will be responsible for developing and maintaining partners’ financial and accounting systems
and procedures; reviewing partners’ budgets and financial reports; ensuring accurateness of
financial transactions and documentation. Be responsible for partners’ financial management

capacity building through technical and training support.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least a degree in a finance related subject area or professional
accountancy qualification, and three years financial and accounting experience. You will have
the ability to implement financial systems and work to deadlines. The ideal candidate will have
demonstrated communication skills and the ability to work well with others and as part of a
team. You will have excellent oral and written communication skills in both English and Arabic,
sound computer skills and willingness to travel extensively in country.

To apply

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in this position, please send a
copy of your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for and the location

of the position in the email subject, to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk .

Closing date for applications is 11th August 2012

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates

before the closing date

neighborhoods,” he added.

Al-Namrani said that the real
problem is the absence of training
for the imams; this is the respon-
sibility of the government, specifi-
cally the Ministries of Education
and Endowment.

Al-Namrani asserted that it’s
important to teach students in
schools how to think of their own
needs and the needs of their soci-
ety. Moreover, training programs
like public speaking skills and
community psychology skills must
be provided for imams and taught
by professionals.

Focusing on historical issues
Even historical speeches are weak
in Yemen and suffer the same prob-
lems as the religious sermons.

“The imams focus on historical
issues that don’t relate to reality
whereas the liberals engage in dis-
cussing issues related to the Amer-
ican and European situation,”
Mojeeb Al-Homaidi, an Islamic
researcher, said.

“The sermons in Yemen lack the
ambition to bring about a religious
speech that really addresses the
problems and reality of society.

Repeated sermons

When asking Yemenis about the
performance of imams, many re-
ply saying that they discuss issues
irrelevant to Yemeni society and its
problems.

Abdulwahed Al-Awbali, a 34-
year-old Yemeni, said that imams
pay no attention to the concerns of
citizens. He added that people need
religious education, but the imams
are uneducated.

He said that it is not possible for
someone who memorizes verses of
the Quran and the Hadiths to de-
liver sermons written by another or
taken from books.

Delivering a sermon needs prac-
tice and continuous training, he

Report
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said. The concerned authorities
must perform their role in guid-
ing imams to particular aims and
strategies away from politics.

He affirmed that religious
speeches must be able to effectively
guide the people and teach them
certain values.

He pointed out that it is rare to
find an imam that really draws at-
tention. If people were asked about
the imam delivering the sermon,
the majority would not know about
him.

Heaven and hell
Ali Abu Lohom, a youth activist,
said that about 10 percent of imams
address the problems of residents
and the political situation in Ye-
men. The rest talk about heaven,
hell, prayers, alms and other things
widely known about. He said it was
due to a lack of deeper knowledge.
“We don’t need imams to tell us
about our religion because we know
about it. We want them to discuss
our problems, discuss government
decrees and oppose oppression,” he
added.
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Politics disguised as religion

Samar Qaed

oexistence and the val-

ues of sectarian toler-

ance differ between the

Zaidi Shiite sect and

the Sunni Muslims. Po-
litical speeches have been lined with
doctrinal instructions as an attempt
to spark off sectarian conflicts and
disputes.

Wadhah Abdu Al-Bari Taher, a
researcher at the Yemeni Center for
Studies, said that many religious
figures at all levels incite violence,
hate and dogmatism.

"We are now in a very complicated
phase due to bad curricula. If this
problem is not seriously addressed,
the situation heralds a genuine ca-
tastrophe."

Doctrinal conflict is political at
its core. Religion masks this con-
flict, according to Sharf Al-Deen
Al-Murtadhi, the founder of Wahi
Al-Thagafi (The Educated Inspira-
tion) Forum.

"The former regime took Salifism
as a religious ideology; the Houthis
embrace the religious Zaidi ideol-
ogy. Thus, each political side has be-
come glued to a particular religious

o6

In many occasions
the religious fatwa
in Yemen was
manipulated for
political purposes
as seen in 1994 and
the six Sa’ada wars
which ensued from
doctrinal sensitivity.
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orientation. Essentially, it is not a
doctrinal conflict; it is political. The
core of this conflict is religion or
doctrine."

Some think that Yemen has be-
come a fertile ground for political
and sectarian imbalances, with the
absence of a strong state and an
onslaught of political and doctrinal
disputes.

Salman Al-Amari, a researcher
with Islamic Movement Affairs,
stated that this problem lies with
the absence of constitutional law.
He suggested all the conflicting par-
ties and the civil society organiza-
tions must agree on the political and
national identity of civil society or-
ganizations.

He added that some attempts
have been made to fuel the conflict.
Foreign forces attempt to nourish
the disputes.

Doctrinal Conflicts

Many researchers agree that the six-
year Houthi war has contributed to a
stalemate towards peaceful change.
Democracy was further weakened
during the last years of former pres-
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh’s reign.

This has served to boost support
for the Houthis and Al-Qaeda; they
are increasingly able to attract re-
ligious youth, living in an armed
society teeming with illiteracy and
poverty.

Yahyia Al-Dailami, sheikh and
scholar, opined that people need to
comprehend the doctrines and par-
ties with which they are affiliated.

I declare
war oh
you!

"The parties have to point out
their fundamental intellectual ide-
ologies. These parties are not sup-
posed to enforce their doctrinal
way; the living standards of people
are to be cared for instead."

For his part, Al-Murtdha Al-
Mahtwari, a scholar, said the reli-
gious parties don’t serve God and
Islam; they serve the party and seek
wealth to be able to dominate.

He said what is occurring is due to
worldly conflicts which have noth-
ing to do with religion at all.

"When you tell them ‘God says),
people respond with ‘the party said’
or ‘the sheikh did"."

Al-Mahtwari called for readers to
not to believe preachers who shed
crocodile tears. These preachers
intend only to raise funds or invite
people to elect a particular person
and attack another one. They are
selfinterested, leaving Yemen divid-
ed, said Al-Mahtwari.

On many occasions the religious
fatwa in Yemen was manipulated
for political purposes as seen in
1994 and the six Sa'ada wars which
ensued from doctrinal sensitivity.
Each person is adherent to his view-
point thinking that defending the
doctrine is the way to survive.

Khalid Al-Madani, an activist of
Al-Somoud Youth Movement, said
that there must be particular fixed
ideologies in the partisan doctri-
nal work which nobody is allowed
to contravene; a fatwa shouldn't be
used to the advantage of politics so
that doctrinal conflicts are not insti-

gated.

He went on to note the abuse of
religion in the past few years; there
must be devoutness and piety in
those who issue fatwas because they
can trigger deaths and polarization
within the country.

Coexistence is possible
However, there are fewer doctrinal
arguments in Yemen than in other
Islamic countries.

Mohammed Azzan, an Islamic re-
searcher, said that most of the Sun-
ni doctrine is taken from Shaafa'i
trend, while most of the Shiite be-
lief is taken from Zaidi trend. There
were no disagreements between
these doctrines. Each sect accepted
each other’s beliefs which enabled
them to live together and perform
their prayers in the same place.

Azzan pointed out that the prob-
lems in Yemen worsened because of
political, regional and international
influences which found a way to
achieve their aims doctrinally.

Therefore they worked on height-
ening the conflict and weakened
the mutual understanding that was
found before. Furthermore, they
raised historical disagreements,
which are of a political nature, con-
nected them to religion and creeds
and used media to facilitate that.

“After that, the Wahhabi trend
infiltrated into the Sunni society
and the Twelve trend, Imami Shiite
Islam, infiltrated into the Zaidi so-
ciety. Yemenis started to undergo
either trend,” Azzan said.
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“United Nations World Food Programme — Selection of
Potential Pest Control Companies”

The United Nation Word Food Programme, Republic of YEMEN is currently reviewing its short-
list of potential pest control companies & up date the shortlist of companies that works in the field
of fumigation, control of rodents & spraying.

Interested and qualified companies are requested to submit a company profile and supporting
documents such as references, copy of company registration or relevant authorization. The dead-
line is Wednesday August 15, 2012. Applications received after this date will not be considered.
Companies who are already short listed by The United Nation World Food Programme are re-
quested to submit it again along with the supporting documents. Applications should be submit-
ted to the following address, with reference «Pest Control Companies». Please note that only short
listed companies will be notified and receive request for offers.

The World Food Programme
Villa no. 22 Nouakchott Street ,
Tel . 01-214100/1

Sana’a office

Interested companies are requested to submit a request together with other
supporting documents to the WFP office located at the above indicated address.

“With passage of time, doctrines
became a mix of religion and poli-
tics. They became military camps
where followers of each trend gath-
ered to fight followers of another.
This indicates that doctrines in Ye-
men are victims of partisan policy
and regional interests,” he added.

The idea of coexistence is related
to the dynamics of power, accord-
ing to Saeed Jaber, an Islamic re-
searcher.

Jaber said that “the fight is only
to gain authority. So if this problem
is solved, I think, many doctrinal
disputes will be settled too because
many political disagreements hide
behind doctrine and religion.”

Jaber added that the state must
be impartial. It is supposed to have
no relation with any doctrine and
let people follow the doctrine they
want.

Separating politics from doc-
trines

Researchers believe that there are
political conflicts and doctrinal con-
flicts; some parties try to mix them
and direct this conflict to a political-
doctrinal conflict.

“The problem, in my opinion, isn’t
because the political-doctrinal con-
flict in Yemen has its roots solely
in local issues. It is important to
understand the context of interna-
tional and regional interests, as it
is connected to what is going on in
neighboring countries. The issues
are not separate.”

Jaber added that the solution is
to separate doctrine from the state
because unlike political issues, the
religious issues are agreed upon.

“The legislative issues are passed
by majority in the parliament.
Therefore, there is no separation
between religion and state but be-
tween the state and different doctri-
nal sects,” he added.

A unified Islamic base

Researchers agree that one of the
solutions to overcome the doctrinal
conflict is to agree upon a particular
political-Islamic methodology to be
the base of ruling, agreed upon by

all people. Another solution is fully
to separate religion from state so
that the political conflict cannot in-
volve religion.

Al-Ammari said that if the state’s
presence is reasserted, Yemenis will
be able to live together and stop the
fighting amoung each other.

“I'm worried that the situation will
deteriorate further and doctrinal
clashes that have no end will break
out due to absence of the state” Al-
Ammari added.

Abdullah Sa'tar, head of the Social
Department of the Islah party, said
that it will better for all doctrines to
reach common ground.

“It is not possible for any party in
a modern state to insist on its opin-
ions; we need to discuss issues to
reach agreement,” he added.

Sa’tar explained that doctrines
did not exist at the time of Prophet
Mohammed, but today many sects
and disagreements have emerged.
Therefore, it is not suitable to direct
the youth towards them.

Doctrinal education

Jaber asserted that it is responsibil-
ity of the state to monitor religious
education so that children won’t be-
come victim to extremist groups.

Jaber pointed out that Al-Qaeda
mainly attracts ignorant and unedu-
cated young men.

Mojeeb Al-Homaidi, an author
and a researcher, said that what
must be agreed upon is to resist co-
ercion by any party and give free-
dom of thought for all doctrines.

“We have to encounter Islamic
emirates and prevent them from
imposing their doctrinal domina-
tion on the society by military and
economic power. Everyone has
the right to believe in whatever he
wants but what is important is that
he doesn’t force anyone to follow his
beliefs,” Al-Homaidi added.

“I agree with what Hassan Hanafi,
an Arab thinker, said: the reason be-
hind emergence of religious groups
is the absence of a strong state and
popular policy. Therefore, it is nor-
mal that these groups will emerge
because the regimes are weak.”
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More support needed for widows and orphans

Over 70 orphans were invited to an Iftar hosted by the Orphan’s Development

Foundation.

Amal Al-Yarisi

ushra Al-Raimi, a

widow, makes many

sacrifices to raise her

daughters. She wakes

up every day and
strives to earn a living for her and
her five daughters to subsist.

Her husband died six years ago
leaving his responsibilities behind;
she has had a difficult time manag-
ing after her spouse’s death.

Al-Raimi said, “We became help-
less after my husband passed away.
No one is sympathetic to us. My
husband was the backbone of the
house and now I am all alone.”

A lot of mothers suffer the same
situation Al-Raimi does, when their
husbands die, their wives are left
with the responsibility of the fam-

ily. Many widows suffer from de-
pression when they see their chil-
dren fatherless.

Um Abdu Al-Rahman, whose
husband died two years ago, feels
tortured when she sees children
with their fathers while her two
kids, Jalal and Abdu Al-Rahman,
are deprived of the same experi-
ence.

“T am now father and mother to
my kids. No one takes care of them
but me,” she lamented.

She started to learn to sew for a
living; however, her financial situ-
ation has sharply deteriorated fol-
lowing the death of her husband.

Um Abdu Al-Rahman said she
tried many times to get involved in
the Charitable Orphan Association
for supporting orphans; however,
she has encountered hurdles. She

kept trying and
eventually started
to receive some
support. They
promised to give
her a small sum
of money, but they
actually only fol-
lowed through
with some food
materials before
Ramadan and
YR16,000 over
four months.

Her  husband
used to be an ac-
countant in an
electricity  com-
pany and received
YR20,000 month-
ly. This money
helped her cover
the rent for their
small two room
house.

Tagia Mahmood,
awidow and moth-
er of seven children, says she has a
hard time providing for the needs of
her children; such as clothes, school
fees and food, particularly now as
everything is more expensive dur-
ing Ramadan.

“We have no source of income to
rely on. We only have what we get
from the Orphans Foundation,” she
said.

Mahmood only wants to live a
good life with her children. She said
she joined the Orphans Foundation
which provided them with aid, but
this aid stopped last year.

Supporting the orphans and
improving their skills

The Orphans’ Development Founda-
tion invited more than 70 orphans
for an Iftar organized by President

Soccer tournament proves
popular during Ramadan

Ashraf Al-Muraqab

n addition to fasting, Ye-
meni youth tend to par-
ticipate in a soccer tourna-
ment held each year during
Ramadan.

The Ramadan tournament is
very popular among people of dif-
ferent ages. Some sport analysts
consider this tournament to be a
way to discover talented soccer
players and get them involved in
national soccer teams.

At the start of Ramadan, young
men and teams from different
charitable assemblies in differ-
ent governorates as well as teams
from different neighborhoods in
Sana’a participate in the Ramadan
tournament and compete with one
another for a month to become the
champions and win the cup.

The Ramadan tournament was
launched on the first day of Ra-
madan at the Al-Ahli stadium in
Sana’a, which has hosted this tour-
nament 28 times before. 16 soccer
teams will participate in this year’s
tournament.

Redhwan Al-Sanabani, head
of the committee organizing the
tournament, said that it is held in

Ramadan because most sport ac-
tivities halt during the month.

He pointed out that involving
teams from schools, neighbor-
hoods and charitable assemblies
distinguishes this year’s tourna-
ment from the rest.

Lo’ai, a participant in the tour-
nament, said that “I benefit a lot
from this tournament. I invest my
time, improve my skills and prac-
tice my favorite hobby.”

Abdullah Hajer, the tourna-
ment’s coordinator, said that the
tournament is held in Ramadan
because people have an abundance
of free time because of summer
holiday.

“We receive participation re-
quests according to age, and split
the groups into categories of 10 to
16 and 16 to 25 years old,” Hajer
added.

Abdullah Jaber, secretary gen-
eral of Al-Ahli Club, said that the
club hosts the tournament each
year in its stadium because it pays
attention to support sports activi-
ties, particularly in Ramadan be-
cause they are completely halted
during the month.

He pointed out that the Rama-
dan tournament is very popular

16 soccer teams will participate in this year’s tournament, held
at the Al-Ahli stadium in Sana’a.

and many young men participate
to improve their skills and talents.
Senior players also participate in
the tournament in order to pre-
serve their fitness.

He indicated that the tourna-
ment should be supported by the
Ministry of Sport and the Soccer
Union because it helps improving
the quality of the game. He called
upon the Ministry of Youth and
Sport and the companies to sup-
port this tournament to do so.

Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s office.
It aimed to increase support for or-
phans and widows.

Doctor Mohammed Hasan, gen-
eral manager of the foundation,
said they’re taking care of orphans
and helping them to improve their
life and job skills.

He said the foundation adopts
orphans after their parents die and
takes care of them until they turn

16; after that they start vocational
training.

Hasan said, “During the train-
ing period, the children learn skills
enabling them to make money for
them and their families and to be
positive members of society.”

He added that the foundation tries
to make orphans able to participate
in developing society through their
skills and occupations.

Mahmood said she was very
happy to be invited to the Iftar. She
and other orphans saw that there
were people standing by their side
to support them spiritually and fi-
nancially.

Um Abdulrahman said that train-
ing orphans to acquire skills will
help them in the future and enable
them to start working and increase
their income.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO, works with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering.
Oxfam has been working in Yemen since 1983. Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its
Programme.

OXFAM

Human Resources Officer (I position)

Location: Sana’a

Contract Duration: 5 months

The role

You will support the recruitment and induction processes in collaboration with the Human Resources
Manager, ensure completeness of recruitment documentation, maintain recruitment/capacity planner,
support clarifying job profiles and staff benefits issues, and ensure HR recruitment processes, starters
and leavers; performance management; pay and benefits reviews are completed. You will be supporting
Line Managers and HR staff on HR business processes and adhere to the standards required, managing
HR systemand personnel records in accordance with OGB standards across the programme, monitoring
HR policies/procedures, making monthly payroll and social security sheets, maintaining the filing system
for all staff, providing Health and Safety advice and proactively carrying out risk assessments, including

issues around staff health and welfare.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with at least three years of demonstrable progressive experience in HR
.The ideal candidate will have demonstrated communication skills and the ability to work well as part of
a team. Any additional experience in emergency relief would obviously be an advantage, proving your
resilience and ability to maintain teamwork under pressure. You will have excellent oral and written
communication skills in both English and Arabic, and will possess good computer skills.

To apply

If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in this position, please send a copy of
your CV and a cover letter, clearly stating the job you are applying for and the Location of the position

in the email subject, to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk .

Closing date for applications is 08th August 2012

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates before

the closing date
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Aden Container Terminal Welcomes The
Maiden Call of China Ocean Shipping

Company “Cosco Dalian”

On July 28th, 2012, DP World Aden received the Cosco
Dalian, owned by the China Ocean Shipping Company
(COSCO) and at 279 meter long, 66,800 deadweight tons,
with the capacity to carry 5,816 twenty foot containers,
she is the biggest Cosco container ship to ever berth at
Aden Container Terminal. She berthed at the Aden
Container Terminal and discharged 435 TEU out of them
397 TEU where transshipment. DP World Aden team
again demonstrated their ability to safely and efficiently~
discharge and load Cosco ship of this size.
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Yemenis accuse the MBC channel of scoffing at them

Mohammed Al-Samei

he series "Wi-Fi', broad-
casted by MBC TV, has
aroused the resentment
of Yemenis as some
viewers have taken cer-
tain scenes to be scoffing at them.

The series presented Yemenis as
a group of militants who spearhead
terror cells and behave stupidly and
frivolously.

Many Yemeni critics think that
the series is employed to portray
Yemenis slanderously as terrorists.
It looks down on their costumes
and traditions, particularly the
jambiya and the country’s addic-
tion to qat.

The state-run 26 September
newspaper hinted that a cluster of
lawyers intend to take MBC to court
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on the basis of the Ramadan series
'Wi-Fi' that displayed Yemenis in a
derogative way. The channel alleg-
edly attempted to convey the mes-
sage that Yemen is the genesis of
terrorism and Yemenis have no ob-
jective in life except for explosions

and chewing qat.

In one of the episodes, an actor
was displayed putting on Yemeni
clothes and a jambiya; he held the
role of a person planning a suicide
operation. A second actor asked
him “Are you chewing?” The first
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

actor, exhibiting himself as a Ye-
meni, said he would make a bomb
that none could detect.

Jamal Jubran, a Yemeni writer,
wrote in Lebanon News that “if we
mull over the issue, we will figure
out that Yemeni programs are the
reason behind the promotion of

this image.”

He went on to say that the series
‘Hami Hamak’, broadcast on Al-
Saeeda, is one of the dramatic pro-
ductions that exhibit Yemenis as
stupid and anarchic characters that
always complain in grubby clothes.

“In the end, these works succeed
in projecting Yemenis in a feeble

light.”

Abdulhafit Al-Fageh, a viewer,
indicated that the series is an insult
to Yemenis and is calling for the
MBC channel to apologize.

Attendance System

« Bilingual (Arabic/English)

- Bilingual (Arabic/English)

» SQL Server / Oracle database
« WAN/LAN
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solutions

» Compatible with Fingerprint readers, VIRDI
Proximity Cards of UNION Community

Sana’a, Moqadisho Street. PO BOx: 12176, Mobile: +967 733430301, 733581244,
Tel: 537968 Fax: 471669, Email: betasys@yemen.net.ye, marketing@betasysit.com

In security you will always seek

Fingerprint / Proximity Cards / Time

A complete array of inovative integrated
solutions to satisfy the great demands on
automation and computerized services.

‘We provide the following solutions and services:
Time Attendance System, CCTV System, Access
Control System, Van Sales, Account System,
E-Inventory, Pharmacy System, Biometric
Authentication System, Barcode systems,
and many other systems tailored
according to our clients needs.
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New flame design
HEW MODERM HANDLE DESKGN FOR
VORE ERGONOMY.
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it for well known multinational companies:

'FMCTechnoIogies

Smith Meters / LACT Units/
ULTRASONIC Meters

MURPHY Y

Frank W Murphy

PP Consolidated

Safety valves & Pressure Reliel valves

m Volgaburmash
Drill bits & drill pipe tool joints

Solar Turbines

A Caterpillas Company

'FMCTechnologies

Fluid Control Fittings/Pumps/

"FMCTechnologies

Marine & Truck Loading

Petrofac

Invaico /Manifolds

BIOKUBE
Wastewater
Purification

.

Arms & Systems

Mechanical Srvs. O

Honeywell Enraf
Tank gauging & Inventory system

Turbine

erhaunline

wrieY Overhauling

asoneilan

Control Valves

SEVER N Power, Desalination &
IT'RENT Coastal Seawater
De NORA _ Egetrachlorination

'FMCTechnolagies

Chiksan / WECO /
Dynetor products

sSclco

Pumps & Dosing Systems

First Calibration & Maintenance workshop for flow meters in accordance with API Standards

- Certified by SGS.

RECYCLE & REUSE of wastewater for Oilfield camps, Office buildings & Residential apartments
- mobile & fixed systems for 3-3000 persons are available.

Professional Services: Reconditioning, Overhauling, Drilling Equipments Engineering & Fabrication,
Facility Maintenance, In-field Support, Manpower supply, Rewinding of Motors & Alternators.

GORIZON, 0N

SANAA, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN Tel. 967-1-421508, Fax. +967-1-421514

Email: info@hacs-yemen.com website: www.hacs-yemen.com
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