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Houthi slogans sweep Sana’a

www.yementimes.com ¢ Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

Slogans created by Houthis have recently popped up across the capital city. On Wednesday, a campaign began to remove them.

Story by Ahmed Dawood,
Photos by Ashraf Al-Muraqab

SANA’A, Sept. 19 — Houthi slogans
noticeably spread during the past
three days in streets and neighbor-
hoods in the capital city, beginning
from Hizyaz district in the south of
the capital Sana’a and stretching to
the heart of the city in the Al-Sila
district and Bab Al-Yemen.

Houthis hoisted placards on which
a slogan reads, “Death to America,
death to Israel, curses to the Jews
and victory to Islam.” Houthis say
the slogan will help revive Islam.

The spread of this slogan co-
incides with an occasion held in
Sa’ada under the name, “The Outery

Week.” Houthis bellow their slogan
following each congregation prayer
and during their mass gatherings,
in addition to posting the slogan on
every street.

Dhaif Allah Al-Shami, a leading
figure in the Houthi movement, said
the Houthi slogans recently hung
in the capital city are the result of
a popular, negative reaction to the
anti-Islamic film maligning the
Prophet Muhammad.

Al-Shami said people express
their anger through this slogan, in
addition to calling on the boycotting
of America and others.

Regarding the campaign that
kicked off Wednesday to remove the
Houthi slogans from Sana’a streets,

Al-Shami said they faced nobody
and they quarreled with no one. He
said anybody who removes these
slogans from public consumption
is exposing himself to disgrace be-
cause he is only serving America.

On Monday, a Houthi affiliate was
killed because of oral disputes in Al-
Sila.

The Defense Ministry website
reported that a Mercedes with five
people inside interrupted militants
on a motorcycle. The motorcycle
militants were removing the Houthi
slogans from walls in Al-Sila in Sha-
oub district. The website stated that
after a dispute broke out, one of the
militants on the motorcycle fired at
those in the vehicle, killing one, and

fled the scene.

Houthis say the man shot and
killed was Abas Mohammed Sharf
Al-Deen; his life was taken while he
was posting their slogans.

Salman Al-Amari, an Islamic
writer and researcher, said the
Houthis’ slogans have become pro-
vocative, indicating that Houthis
misplace their slogans and speak of
them at the wrong time.

“This slogan serves particular
agendas and distorts the beauty of
the capital city,” Al-Amari said.

He added that right now is not the
time for slogans; people want to see
tangible achievements.

“What do Houthis want from
these slogans?” he asked.

Protest commemorates victims of
2011 Kentucky Round massacre

A mass protest in memory of the victims of Kentucky Round moved through Sana’a on Tuesday afternoon.

Story and photos by
Ashraf Al-Muraqab

SANAA, Sept. 19 — Revolutionary
blocs and activists organized a pro-
test Tuesday afternoon in Sana’a,
commemorating the anniversary
of the last year’s massacre at Ken-
tucky Round on Al-Zubairi Street.

The demonstration, which began
in Sana’a’s Change Square, focused
on demands that ousted former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh face
prosecution and that the immunity
law granted to him be revoked.

The protestors chanted several
slogans, asserting the continuance

of revolutionary momentum until
achieving all the revolution’s aims
and establishing a civil state.

The demonstrators stood in Ken-
tucky Round, reciting verses of the
Quran, as a token of loyalty to the
victims.

Last year, about 30 people were
killed and 300 were injured in the
same place protestors were stand-
ing on Tuesday. Live ammunition,
rocket-propelled grenades and 12
mm bullets were aimed at people
for three days. Eight hundred
people were short of breath due to
teargas.

Mane’a Al-Matari, a member

of the Organizing Committee in
Sana’a’s Change Square, said Tues-
day’s protest aimed to assert that
the revolutionary youth won’t give
up and will continue escalating
their activities until the immunity
agreement is revoked.

“The escalation will go beyond
Kentucky Round during the up-
coming days unless the immunity
issue is solved,” Al-Matari said.
“Otherwise, the youth will have to
go to Saleh’s house.”

The protest passed by Hail Street,
Al-Ribat Street and then returned
to the square.

A statement issued by the pro-

testors read that the protest aimed
to reactivate the revolution until
achieving all aims, including mass
change.

The statement indicated that the
Gulf Initiative’s brokers and the
U.N. considered the immunity law
given to Saleh as irresponsible and
a strictly Yemeni affair to resolve.

“We assert that no immunity is
granted to whoever Kkilled revolu-
tionary youth and assure that the
revolution will continue to pros-
ecute the perpetrators, according
to the heavenly religions’ teachings
and international conventions,” the
statement read.

EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW

Dr. Saleh Basurra to the Yemen Times:

“When people start dialogue, they treat each other
as political enemies, but with the passage of time,
they understand each other’s views.”

Turn to pages 6 and 7 for the interview
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Security

Council concerned about

derailments to transitional phase

Mohammed Al-Samei

SANAA, Sept. 19 — The U.N. Se-
curity Council expressed concern
over continuing attempts aimed
at derailing Yemen’s transitional
phase, affirming the implemen-
tation of the Security Council’s
Resolution No. 2051 that threat-
ens international sanctions in
accordance with Chapter 7 of the
U.N. Charter.

The Security Council declared
Tuesday its support for President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s latest
decisions concerning reorganiza-
tion of security and military insti-
tutions, according to the state-run
Saba news agency.

The council asserted the impor-
tance of embarking on an inten-
sive, comprehensive National Dia-
logue without any postponement;
the dialogue ought to establish
the foundations of a united, stable
Yemen. The council expressed
worry about the deteriorated hu-
manitarian situation in Yemen.

The fifteen state members lis-
tened to the Yemen report from

U.N. special envoy to Yemen Ja-
mal Benomar, who expressed
concern about attemps to foil the
transitional process; the danger-
ous humanitarian situation re-
quires prompt action to be taken,
a statement by the council read.

The council urged Yemen’s po-
litical stakeholders to hasten the
start of a broad dialogue, saying
state members are in agreement
to call on the start of a National
Dialogue as soon as possible to
prepare a solid ground for Ye-
men.

Benomar cautioned against the
dangerous challenges currently
facing Yemen, particularly in the
security, political and economic
fields.

In a statement to the press fol-
lowing the closed-room discus-
sions, he said it is fundamental
that the Yemeni government
works to reclaim its authority in
many areas nationwide so the
state functions well.

He said there are armed groups
dominating different areas and
launching terrorist attacks—in-

cluding the latest assaults against
the U.S. embassy in Sana’a. He
asserted the importance of army
restructure and the significance
of the council’s support for Hadi
to complete the transitional pro-
cess.

Benomar said his reports fo-
cused on the results of his most
recent visit to Yemen as well as
his discussions and consultations
with different Yemeni factions.
The report assessed the steps
achieved with relation to the Gulf
Initiative’s implementation and
its scheduled mechanism, in ad-
dition to the resolution nos. 2014
and 2050.

Journalist Adnan Hashim said
the Security Council only issues
decisions; meanwhile, the contin-
uous polarization in Yemen trig-
ger catastrophes for Yemenis.

“We will not wait for something
new from the UNSC in the days to
come; the same closed-room deci-
sions will be taken.”

He called on Yemenis to stand
united, separate from the coun-
cil’s “futile” resolutions.

Taiz recognized as ‘cultural city’

Amal Al-Yarisi

TAIZ, Sept. 19 — The reconcilia-
tion government agreed Tuesday
to recognize Taiz as Yemen’s cul-
tural city. Governor of Taiz Shawqi
Hael said the government assigned
him and other concerned bodies
to take the needed procedures to
implement this decree.

“Currently, we are counting the
things the city needs to be a real
cultural city,” he said.

According to Hael, the educa-
tion system in Taiz needs improv-
ing. Moreover, the establishment
of public libraries, research and
improved city infrastructure are

much needed.

Hael said Taiz has been a cultur-
al city for years, and the decision
to officially anoint it as a cultural
city had been culminating.

Fakhr Al-Azab, a youth activist,
said the decree came at this period
to humiliate Taiz and its people.
He said it is common knowledge
that Taiz is a cultural city and
that it doesn’t need to be recog-
nized as one. However, he did say
Taiz needs theaters, cinemas and,
above all, Taiz needs water.

Al-Azab said President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi and the rec-
onciliation government used this
decree as a way to cover-up the

existing policy of marginalization
against the people of Taiz.

Journalist Mohammed Ameen
Al-Shar’abi said the decree is a
positive step by the government,
but it won’t be useful unless it is
accompanied by several other proj-
ects to qualify Taiz and to make it
a real cultural city.

“There are no book fares, study
centers, and even colleges lack the
required components,” he said.

The government ordered the
culture minister and the legal af-
fairs minister to take the needed
procedures to issue this decree,
according to the state-run Saba
News Agency.

Archive photo

The reconciliation government agreed Tuesday to name Taiz a “cultural city” of Yemen.

Public Post Authority

strike

comes to swift end after 1 day

Samar Qaed

SANAA, Sept. 19 — Public Post Au-
thority personnel and its offices
in Sana’a and other governorates
quickly ended a strike that began
Tuesday demanding the removal
of corrupt leaders.

Minister of Telecommunication
and Technology Doctor Ahmed
Obaid Bin Daghr ordered the res-
ignation of Abdulatif Abu Ghanim,

director of the Public Post Author-
ity, following the employees’ pro-
tests, after a presidential decree
appoints a new director.

Sahar Al-Absi of the Female Post
Employers’ Syndicate said the em-
ployees held a strike demanding
nature-of-work allowance similar
to the Public Telecommunication
Corporation’s employees, and their
demands were met.

Faiz Saif, Technical Affairs’

manager in the authority, said,
“The minister’s intervention ended
the disagreements in the authority
and then the syndicate ended the
strike, and the employers started
working again.”

After finishing work last week,
four employees were beaten at
the external door of the author-
ity at the hands of the authority’s
security forces and were taken to
prison.

q8yat.com

Parliament orders an end to
Sana’a University elections

The House of Representatives ordered an end to elections deciding Sana’a University leaders.

Nadia Haddash

SANAA, Sept. 19 — On Tuesday,
the House of Representatives or-
dered the government to stop the
election of Sana’a University lead-
ership, deeming such elections a
breach of the law.

The teaching staff at the uni-
versity had previously decided to
set up a committee, which would
include eligible professional mem-
bers of the university staff, in
preparation for the elections of ac-
ademic and administrative leader-
ship, starting with the university
rector and ending with the heads
of the educational departments.

Sadeq Al-Ba’adani, a member of
parliament, said the university’s
board of trustees chooses three
candidates from each constituen-
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cy to be referred to the president
for selection. This, he said, is just
procedure according to the law.

During the regime of former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and
during the current government,
presidential and ministerial de-
crees have been imposed on all
educational aspects, Al-Ba’adani
said.

“Even if elections are over and
appointments are made, there is
no doubt that the decrees issued
by the president will be in effect in
the end.”

Salah Al-Magqtari, an econom-
ics professor at Sana’a University,
said the Sana’a University elec-
tions would be held according the
decision of the Higher Education
Supreme Committee and on the
basis of the consultative meeting

of the teaching staff along with
their assistants at government
universities.

Al-Magqtari said lawmaking is
the business of the House of Rep-
resentatives, but issuing decisions
is not.

“Their refusal to elect qualified,
educated leadership without me-
diation is a contravention against
the law and constitution,” Al-Maq-
tari said.

Dr. Ahmed Aqabat, the advi-
sor to the Sana’a University rec-
tor, said this decision was made to
help prevent partisan disputes and
political attractions at the univer-
sity, in addition to keeping the uni-
versity independent.

“The republican decree will re-
solve our differences with the par-
liament members,” Aqabat said.
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Courtesy of Faisal Al-Ghushaimi

In Al-Zohra district, impoverishment
pervades whole of society’s lifestyle

Courtesy of Faisal Al-Ghushaimi

In Al-Zohra, a part of Hodeida governorate, there are around 160,000 people living in severe humanitarian conditions.

Sadeq Al-Wesabi

pproximately 160,000
Al-Zohra locals from
Hodeida governorate
are living in harsh
humanitarian
conditions, with most of them
residing in small, dirty shacks.
The humanitarian situation in
Al-Zohra is deteriorating with each
passing day, and there have yet to
be clear procedures to alleviate
the suffering people in Al-Zohra
face by providing them with basic
necessities.

Abdul-Rahman Al-Refaie, the
director of Al-Zohra district, said
the majority of children in the area
are malnourished and deprived of
many services.

“Most people here, including
fathers, are underprivileged and
have no work or land, and this
situation makes them totally
dependent on outside aid,” he said.
“Unlike other people in the nearby
districts, Al-Zohra residents have
no livestock or source of income
that enables them to survive.”

Because of poor conditions,
many locals resort toillegal entry to
neighboring Saudi Arabia, crossing
the heavily guarded borders and
risking their lives.

“Some of those who try to
enter Saudi Arabia seeking jobs
are exposed to death by border

guards,” Al-Refaie said. “They have
no choice but to risk their lives and
sneak to Saudi Arabia to find any
job.”

Al-Refaie called on international
organizations to help impoverished
people.

“The current aid is not sufficient,”
he said. “Moreover, the distribution
of this aid is carried out randomly.
We want those organizations to
conduct comprehensive surveys
that target all of the area’s
villages.”

Poor health and education
Malaria, diarrhea and other
diseases are widespread, according
to Al-Refaie.

“We have 18 health facilities, but
all of them are poor and hopelessly
inadequate for receiving a lot of

required.

with relevant authorities.

COMPETENCIES REQUIRED
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Analyzing

Post Title: Administrative Assistant
Contract type: TA

Proposed level: GS-5

Duration: 364 days

Duty Station: Sana’a

Supervisor: Administrative Officer

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Under the supervision of Admin officer (NOB), the Admin assistant will perform the following tasks:

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
«  Completion of secondary education. A university degree/diploma in business administration is an asset.
«  Five years of progressively responsible clerical and administrative work
«  Excellent knowledge of Arabic and English languages.

ii) Core Competencies (Required)

iii) Functional Competencies (Required)

Applying Technical Expertise

EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT # 32/2012

If you are a committed, creative Yemeni professional and are passionate about making a
lasting difference for children, the world’s leading child rights organization UNICEF would like to hear from you

e Undertakes administrative arrangements for meetings, workshops, seminars and visitors by coordinating
transportation, hotel accommodations, conference room reservations and audio-visual equipment as

»  Assists in raising contracts, purchase requisitions, FCs for cross sectoral area.
«  Issues requisitions to authorities and embassies for all office-related immigration issues, obtaining clearances
for travellers, and undertaking protocol duties when required, and establishing good communication network

«  Issues new staff with SIM cards, mobile phones, ensuring adequate stock and availability of SIM cards and
mobile phones. Reviews all phone bills, and follow up with staff for the timely settlement of telephone bills.

«  Maintains office cleaning supplies, water and stationeries by checking stock to determine inventory level;
anticipating needed supplies; placing and expediting orders for supplies, and verifying receipt of supplies.

e Acts as Petty cash custodian and ensures the replenishment of petty-cash expenses, verifying of documents,
and timely payment the small operations services.

«  Performs other duties as assigned by the Supervisor.

Commitment Communication
Diversity and Inclusion Working with People
Integrity Drive for Results

Following instructions and Procedures
Planning and Organizing

If you meet the requirements stated above, please send your application, enclosing comprehensive curriculum vitae,
duly completed United Nations Personal History form (which can be downloaded from www.unicef.org/employ)
stating telephone number, email address and detailed contact address quoting the vacancy number to: yemenhr@
unicef.org not later than 30 September 2012. For additional information on UNICEF, please visit our website: www.
unicef.org

UNICEF, is committed to diversity and inclusion within its workforce, and encourages qualified female and male
candidates, including persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of our organisation. UNICEF is a
smoke-free environment.

Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

cases,” he said. “These facilities
have no delivery rooms, no
surgeries, no operation rooms and
not enough medicine. With all of
this, these facilities are crammed
with patients.”

The educational system in the
area is also horrible, Al-Refaie
said.

“Children study in mosques
because we prevent them from
going to the only school because it is
ramshackle and about to collapse.
Furthermore, some teachers suffer
from psychological problems due
to the difficult situation.”

Faisal Al-Ghushaimi, director
of relief and voluntary work at
the Charitable Islah Association,
said the situation in Al-Zohra is
unbearable and unbelievable.

Al-Ghushaimi has visited Al-
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Zohra several times, and he said
he “cannot understand why the
government neglects the people in
this place.”

“Some children have to walk five
kilometers to other villages seeking
food,” he said. “They are deprived
from food, health, education and
any form of decent life.”

In addition to lacking basic living
necessities, residents are exposed
to injustice and slavery by some
authoritarian sheikhs.

“People have become insane due
to the very cruel situation,” Al-

Ghushaimi said.

He added that birth rates are
on the rise in the district despite
extreme poverty and absent health
services.

“Early marriage is still rampant
here,” he said. “Imagine that a
feeble 19-year-old girl has six
children.”

Hodeida is one of the most
poverty-stricken governorates in
Yemen. Although it has potential
for growth, it still suffers from
an absence of many services and
needs.

RSM Dahman & Co.

a member firm of RSM International

3rd floor, Al-Ahdal Business Complex, Al-Sitteen Street,
P.O. Box 16146, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen.
T +967 1 -442 184, F +967 1 - 442 185

Connect to WWW.rsmdahman.com and connect with success.
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Opening Ceremony of the training Course

for Petroleum measurements and maintenance of gauges

Yemen Petroleum Company
(YPC) in coordination
with Horizon Agencies &
Commercial Services (HACS),
conducted a training course
on Petroleum measurements
and maintenance of gauges at
HACS’s facility in Sana’a.

During the ceremony, Dr.
Mansour Ali Al-Batani, the
Chief Executive Officer of
Yemen Petroleum Company,
delivered a speech, welcoming
allthose in attendance. He urged
them to take advantage of this
course in order to enhance the
proficiency of those involved
in the petroleum measurement field, to equip them to handle most
sophisticated equipments. He asserted that the company is keen
in taking steps to minimize the loss of petroleum. He hoped that
modern equipments will be used in this field by all companies. At
the end of his speech, he offered a vote of thanks to the HACS for
conducting this course and wished them all good luck.

Dr. Mansour Ali Al-Batani

The Chief Executive Officer of Yemen
Petroleum Company (YPC)

Thab Jaffer Hamed, the
Executive Managing Director
of Horizon Agencies &

Commercial Services (HACS)
presented a speech, focusing
on the importance of launching
the maintenance and metering
the gauges course at this
important time in the history
of our country. “This reflects
the commitment of YPC’s
leadership in metering issues
and its impact on the economy
of the country. The gauging

Ihab Jaffer Hamed
Executive Managing Director of errors could cause huge

Horizon Agencies & Commercial

Services (HACS) deficiencies in the budget of the

state.” He added, “As part of
our keenness to serve the nation
and benefit its cadres, the YPC leadership has coordinated with us
to conduct this training course for a number of its technicians.” He
went on to say, “It is honorable to provide this training course as
we are the only company in Yemen offering metering services and
maintaining the gauges in the Yemeni market for more than five
years in accordance with international standards. Our company
is the sole agent of FMC Technologies, an international leading
company in the field of metering and gauges. We assure you that
we provide specialized staff in metering and maintenance. We
have trained our staff at FMC to serve our customers in accordance
with the international standards.”

Ja’afer said we are happy to share our experience with our
technician brothers in the YPC through this one-week training
course which will focus on four major objectives. They are as
follows:

1. Enhancing the skills of the technicians of YPC in the field
of metering and maintaining flow meters.

2. Providing the technicians with hands-on experience on
how to handle the metering and maintaining gauges.

3. Educating the technicians about the advantages and uses of
the gauges they are handling.

4. Introducing latest technologies in the field of metering
the gauges & systems.

“In addition to the theoretical explanation about metering and
how gauges work, we will give hands-on training in our workshop
located on Al-Khamseen Street. The workshop is equipped with
the most sophisticated equipment related to metering and gauges
maintenance based on international standards and approved by
FMC & SGS,” he said.

Salem Saleh Al-Husseini, the
projects and technical affairs
manager of YPC, said the
company provides insurance
and supplies for the locals
in addition to working on oil
derivatives development in all
governorates Yemen. Thus,
he continued, the company
shoulders this responsibility
and exerts its utmost to fulfill
all pledges it made for the
nation and people. “This
course is in consistent YPC’s
leadership  satisfaction to
protect the consumers by the
help of its excellent staff.” He
called for the participants to
take the maximum advantage
of this course and gain experience during the training period
under the auspices of HACS expecting that all companies will
follow its example. We are all glad to help you gain experience
and knowledge in your different areas of operations so that
YPC is promoted based on science and knowledge. I am hopeful
that this course is the first step of the one-thousand mile road,”
said Al- Husseini.

Salem Saleh Al-Husseini

The projects and technical affairs
manager at the Yemen Petroleum
Company,

Eng. Faisal Hameed said that
maintenance of oil meters is
very essential because agents,
factories, = companies  and
airports are being  provided
with oil through these meters.
“Calibration is vital since the
company depends on it to
specify the accuracy of the
calibration and the quarts of oil
derivatives used in the company
in accordance with international
standards.

Eng. Faisal Hameed He
at the Yemen Petroleum Company,

pointed  out  the
importance of following plans
and programs, so that the
company will be able to provide
better services for its clients. “The company has qualified cadres,
who proved that they are qualified enough during the previous
period. They fulfilled calibration for all oil meters in the company
and airports. It is a huge responsibility that needs commitment,
perseverance and exerting more efforts to benefit from this course
and get more experience in addition to the broad experience the

employees have. He recommended that more attention be paid
to technical and vocational sides, holding training courses either
inside or outside Yemen and paying attention to the cadres to
improve their skills.

Khaled Khairan

Training manager at the Yemen
Petroleum Company,

Khaled Khairan, training
manager, said that the
oil meters  maintenance
training course is in the core
of the Yemen Petroleum
Company’s  work  since
the work of the company
depends  on  calibration
of fuel meters, either in oil
facilities or as stations. He
said that this training course is
an inauguration of the training
process of 2012 both inside
Yemen and abroad, using
modern ways and styles that
meet the company’s needs.
The company has cadres in
different fields, particularly the technical side.

He added that the company has qualified specialists in all
branches of the company. As for calibration, some of the oil is
lost when being transferred from oil tanks into gas stations but
the accurate calibration using modern equipment will decrease the
loss.

“As for the training courses, they must be held under the auspices
of the implementing agencies and in their centers and not in other
centers to be of a good outcome and improve partnership between
them and the company. This training is the beginning and there
will be more training courses and the company will supervise it,”
he said.

He asserted that the more general the training course is the
better the outcome because it encourages all people to benefit
from it and also to identify the eligible candidates to take more
courses from abroad.

Victor M Immanuel,

Commercial Manager of Horizon
Agencies & Commercial Services
(HACS)

Victor M Immanuel, presented

about HACS’s activities
& FMC Technologies
Measurement CARE™

program: a comprehensive
service that can be tailored
to fit HACS customer’s
exact needs. Measurement
CARE™  helps to ensure
the accuracy, reliability and
regulatory compliance of
all measurement systems,
regardless of manufacturer,
throughout the equipment’s
life cycle.
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In Yemen, protests mask diverse

YT vision statement

“To make Yemen a
good world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Reaching people
through radio

thas been about seven weeks since Radio Yemen Times start-
ed its FM broadcast on 88.8. Despite the short duration, it is
amazing how much outreach the radio has within the capital
city, where the radio station is currently broadcasting.

The calls, emails and Facebook entries are amazing. We
have received a lot of feedback personally on the programs, and a lot
of people have shown interest in participating.

Radio Yemen Times is the Republic of Yemen’s first independent
community radio and derives its credibility from its mother organi-
zation with twenty years of independence, Yemen Times.

There are many popular programs, and we have just started. The
political and youth programs and the daily morning show are the
most popular programs.

Our reporters are trained inside and outside the country, and
there is more training to come. Our ambition is to improve media
professionalism in radio broadcasting—just like we did in print. In
fact, soon, Radio Yemen Times will provide opportunities for Ye-
menis who are interested in radio to experiment on air through our
volunteers segment. This will create interest in radio broadcasting
and improve the awareness of media importance as well as provide
Yemenis—especially youth and women—with an outlet they never
dreamed of before.

Having an impact on the citizens of Yemen is amazing and danger-
ous in the same time. Because of the illiteracy rate—half the pop-
ulation can’t read—radio remains the single most important mass
communication tool that can be used to influence and create public
opinion. Therefore, it should and will be used to endorse the National
Dialogue, peace building and conflict resolution in the country.

Radio Yemen Times will be used to extend Yemen Times’ mission—
promoting democracy, freedoms and human rights—to the airwaves.
Principles of inclusion, fighting discrimination and encouraging tol-
erance are on top of our list.

The need for an independent, credible radio station was so urgent
that when we started broadcasting, it was like a rescue boat for all
those who wanted to be heard but couldn’t find a medium and for
those who wanted information from a trusted source.

There is much more to come, and we promise to create many new,
amazing programsand new, interesting sessions of our existing shows.
Follow us in Sana’a on 88.8 FM, online at www.radioyementimes.
com or on Twitter at @RadioYemenTimes.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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views on anti-Islam video

Murad Alazzany
CNN.com
First published Sept. 19

any Yemenis, like

Egyptians, Liby-

ans and others,

have been pro-

voked by media
reports about a film called “Inno-
cence of Muslims” that maligns the
Prophet Mohammed.

Last week, hundreds of protest-
ers gathered in front of the U.S.
Embassy in the capital, Sana’a, and
broke in. Clashes between security
forces and demonstrators left at
least four protesters dead and more
than 30 people injured, according
to Yemeni officials.

Yemenis have many problems
and difficulties in their daily lives.
Nearly half of them live below the
poverty line, almost seven mil-
lion of them have no secure access
to food, and they struggle to send
their children to schools.

Such desperate situations are
worsened by the ghost of separa-
tion in the south, the Houthis mili-
tants in the north and threats from
Al-Qaeda, which at times launch
suicide attacks.

In spite of these conditions, Ye-
menis feel hurt by the film mocking
the prophet. It is difficult for many
outside the country to understand
why the film is inflammatory to
Muslims: This, however, cannot be

explained unless considered within
its context.

The Prophet Mohammed is re-
garded as the highest authority in
Islam. Through him the teachings
of Islam and principles are revealed
and conveyed: therefore to depict
him as “womanizer” or “pedophile”
is to claim wickedness at the foun-
dation of the faith.

Besides, the content of the film
is hostile, grossly inaccurate and
prejudiced. It revealed the pro-
ducer’s attitude toward the prophet
rather than the prophet’s character.
As such, Muslims felt insulted by
such depiction of their prophet.

But there is disagreement among
Yemenis as to how they should re-
act to the film. By talking to ordi-
nary people, listening to preach-
ers in the mosques and following
posts and comments on Facebook,
it seems that the mood of Yemenis
can be divided into three.

One group believes that the film
is insulting and that it is their re-
ligious duty to protest against it.
They encouraged people to protest:
It was members of this group who
gathered in front of the U.S. Em-
bassy.

The second group, despite being
angry, reject violence as a means
of protest. They view the embassy
incident in Sana’a as an immoral
act and believe there are ways to
express anger without destroying
property and plundering equip-

ment. Such acts, they say, contra-
dict the teachings and principles of
Islam -- the religion of peace and
tolerance. Members of this group
are, in fact, plenty in number.

The third group believe it was a
kind of stupidity to show any re-
action to the film and that it gives
its producers the publicity they
are looking for. They likened its
production to terrorist attacks,
through which publicity is intended
more than destruction and casual-
ties. Thus, the best way to ensure
the film will fail is to completely
ignore it.

Yet still the film has triggered
plenty of political disputes and ar-
guments in Yemen, as well as the
other countries of the Arab Spring.
The remnants of deposed regimes
have used it as a political tool to
accuse revolutionary forces of be-
ing more concerned to preserve
their alliance with the U.S. than
to defend the prophet, and also
allege that the Arab revolutions
were planned and plotted by the
U.S. through its allies in the area.
As such, they say, the region’s new
governments, including that of Ye-
men, are no more than puppets of
the U.S. administration.

On the other hand, most of the
revolutionaries believe the U.S. is
not to blame for the film. During
Friday prayers, one preacher in the
mosque stated the film was intend-
ed to irritate Muslims and drive

their anger against U.S. interests in
the area. He encouraged Muslims
to be rational than emotional. It
is an exploitation of resources, he
said, for a nation to confront an in-
dividual who wants to make a hero
of himself on account of Muslims’
resentment and anger.

Yemenis generally do not consid-
er such an attack on the prophet as
demonstrating freedom of speech,
the essence of democracy. Democ-
racy, for them, does not justify the
vilification of other beliefs, but to
show respect for them.

The Arab Spring showed that
when Yemenis protest, they want
justice and dignity, which are the
core of democratic principles. The
Arab Spring improved this situa-
tion because the U.S. demonstrated
its support for the revolutionary
movement in Yemen and other
Arab countries.

But Yemenis reject “democracy”
such as this video, which allows
the maligning of other faiths and
beliefs.

Murad Alazzany is an assistant
professor in the department of
English Studies at Sanaa Univer-
sity, Yemen. His main research
areas are “the representation of
Islam and Islamic movements in
the Western media.” Currently, he
is pursuing a project on the repre-
sentation of the Arab Spring in the
Western media.

Anti-US attacks in Libya,
Yemen: Put security first

Kurt Shillinger
Csmonitor.com
First published Sept. 13

iolent attacks on U.S.

diplomatic posts in

Libya, Egypt, Yemen,

and elsewhere this

week underscore a les-
son taught repeatedly over the past
decade — namely, that security is
necessary to launch fledgling de-
mocracies emerging from autocrat-
ic states.

From Sierra Leone in Africa to
Iraq, examples show how impor-
tant law and order are to a coun-
try’s political, economic, and social
progress. Security must be a pre-
requisite to development, at least
in the immediate term, even if de-
velopment is essential to stability in
the long term.

As protests spread against an
anti-Muslim film, reportedly made
in California, what options do these
countries’leaders and their interna-
tional counterparts have to estab-
lish stability? The stakes are high
in a region at its most pivotal and
delicate moment in nearly a centu-
ry — and so are the challenges.

Libya and Egypt, for instance,
have newly elected governments
with limited influence and con-
trol over their military and police
forces. Both face factionalized and
fragmented societies emerging
from decades of injustice and state
violence. Both must forge new re-
lationships with the West amid a
constant threat of Islamic extrem-
ism.

Libya  achieved democracy
through civil war, Egypt through
popular protest. Libya is awash in

weaponry, Egypt is historically a
seedbed of violent Islamism.

In Libya, there are strong indica-
tions that jihadists possibly linked
to Al-Qaeda and possessing ad-
vanced weaponry were responsible
for the deaths of U.S. Amb. Chris
Stevens and three of his colleagues.
It is unclear whether extremists
planned the attack in advance or
simply took advantage of a mob
scene. The transitional government,
made up of pro-Western moder-
ates, immediately apologized to the
United States for the incident.

In Egypt, protesters who scaled
the walls of the embassy in Cairo
burned the American flag and
hoisted a black Islamist banner in
its place. As a leader of the formerly
banned Muslim Brotherhood, Pres-
ident Mohamed Morsi faces the
delicate task of balancing the ideo-
logical leanings of his base with the
imperatives of serving all Egyp-
tians. He condemned the attacks as
“unlawful acts,” but only after his
government encouraged protests to
continue Friday at the mosques.

In both countries, the security
forces tasked with protecting for-
eign diplomats not only failed in
their duties, but may have been
complicit in the violence.

The attacks against the U.S. em-
bassy in Cairo and consulate in
Benghazi were not isolated violent
events in either country. A British
diplomat narrowly escaped a rocket
attack while traveling in Benghazi
in June. Gun battles erupt regu-
larly across factional lines across
Libya. Salafist Muslim extremists
have destroyed archeologically im-
portant Sufi religious sites in Libya,
and disrupted arts and cultural

events in Tunisia, another nascent
democracy. Along the Egypt-Israel
border in the Sinai, Islamist gun-
men killed 15 Egyptian police at a
border post last month.

Writing about counterinsurgen-
cy, Gen. David Richards, head of
the British armed forces, notes that
“political, social and economic fac-
tors may well be far more important
in the longer term. However, with-
out security, they will be difficult to
improve.”

No single approach — at either the
national or international level — to
building security can fit all cases of
these emerging Arab democracies.
But certain observations are broad-
ly cautionary and applicable.

First, government credibility and
influence depends on the allegiance
of well-trained security forces ex-
tended across each country’s terri-
torial space. This remains an ongo-
ing challenge in all of the countries
undergoing democratic reform in
the Middle East. It also presents the
most obvious role for international
support — akin to the work of the
U.S. Africa Command in helping
African governments professional-
ize their militaries under civilian
control.

Second, the rule of law cannot be
selectively applied. The moderate
and moderately Islamist govern-
ments emerging in Libya, Tunisia,
and Egypt have shown tentative-
ness in dealing with Salafist and
other extremist groups. But until
these governments demonstrate
a commitment to protecting the
rights of all their citizens and the
conviction to hold all to the same
code of conduct, they will lack the
legitimacy necessary to maintain

Egypt,

stability and popular support be-
hind difficult reforms.

Third, in the Middle East perhaps
more than elsewhere, events in one
place cast long shadows elsewhere.
The flood of arms left in Libya fol-
lowing the civil war to oust Col.
Muammar Qaddafi provides cau-
tion in the debate about arming the
rebels in Syria. At the same time,
however, failing to intervene to stop
the slaughter of tens of thousands
of innocent Syrians may erode the
credibility of the U.S. and other
players as much as failing to ad-
vance the Israel-Palestinian peace
process — a key grievance among
Muslims worldwide and Islamist
antipathy toward the West in par-
ticular.

Finally, progress on building safe,
law-abiding societies hinges on per-
sonal, long-term relationships and
partnerships with countries offer-
ing a helping hand. Tributes from
Libyans who knew Ambassador
Stevens well say he was a talented
diplomat who earned trust through
his steadfast commitment to the re-
bellion from the outset.

As the Arab Spring unfolds, ex-
hilaration will jockey with heart-
ache. There will be triumphs and
setbacks. Development and prog-
ress will depend on the integrity of
local and national politicians and
the consistency of international en-
gagement. Together, they can build
the security needed to advance in-
dividual and collective aspirations
across the region.

Kurt Shillinger is a former political
reporter for The Christian Science
Monditor. He also coveredsub-Saha-
ran Africa for The Boston Globe.
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Interview

Dr. Saleh Basurra to the Yemen Times:

“When people start dialogue, they treat each
other as political enemies, but with the passage
of time, they understand each other’s views.”

Dr. Saleh Basurra, a leader in the General People’s Congress
(GPC) and former Minister of Higher Education and Scientific =
Research, said there is media hype regarding the Southern
Movement, and he confirmed there is a problem in the south.

In an interview with the Yemen Times, Basurra proposed that
Yemen divide into six regions, with a federal system in which
each region has complete authority, including taking advantage

of sovereign natural resources.

In this interview, Basurra talks about the upcoming Nation-
al Dialogue Conference, the Southern Movement and the GPC,

among other issues.

Interview by Mohammed Al-Samei, photos by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Starting with the most urgent
issue nowadays, do you think
there will be an agreement on
the number of participants in
the National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC)?

There will be an agreement on the
number of the participants. Then
they will be divided according to
the eight essential constituents,
specified in the Gulf Initiative and
President Abdu Rabu Mansour Ha-
di’s decree. Some other constituents
weren't included, but they can be in-
cluded to the previous eight ones.

Can you give examples of those
constituents who weren’t in-
cluded?

Businessmen, for instance, are
highly needed because the confer-
ence’s outcome will be of political
and economic nature. Therefore,
businessmen should participate,
but will they participate through
civil society organizations or as an
independent bloc? Moreover, mi-
norities like Ismailis, Jews and the
marginalized people ought to par-
ticipate, too.

It is said that members of the
Preparatory Committee for
the National Dialogue aren’t in
harmony. Do you think partici-
pants in the conference will be
in harmony with each other?
Actually, they aren’t in total harmo-
ny. I expect that a group of the Gen-
eral People’s Congress (GPC) and its
partners, a group of the Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMPs), civil society or-
ganizations, the youth, the Houthis
and the Southern Movement’s rep-
resentatives will participate in the
conference, but they haven’t all at-
tended.

In the first week, I felt they
weren't in harmony, but during the
second and third week, they started
to come close together.
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I can’t give a specific
degree, but I say the
first key to make the
NDC successful is
solving the southern
and Sa’ada issues in
a way that satisfies
all parts.

When people start dialogue, they
treat each other as political enemies,
but with the passage of time, they
understand each other’s views, and
this can happen in the conference.

However, attendance of the
southerners in the conference is the
most important thing because the
southern issue and its solutions will
be discussed first, and from there it
will be decided whether to continue
the dialogue or to stop it.

Currently, much fanfare arose
regarding the inclusion of ear-
ly marriage among the issues
to be discussed in the confer-
ence?

It is fabricated fanfare. I was the
head of the committee that pre-
pared issues to be discussed in the
conference. We arranged eight or
nine points, including “rights and
freedoms’ point,” under which we
listed general rights such as educa-
tion, communication, housing and
health rights, and special rights
such as the rights of the youth,
women and children.

We couldn’t include some issues
under the rights and freedoms’
point; therefore, we created a new
point called “Yemeni special cases,”
and listed them under it.

Do you think that these is-
sues will be discussed, though
there are more important ones
in Yemen?

We organized the issues and put
special Yemeni issues such as re-
venge—which is found only in Ye-
men—water, qat, carrying weapons,
child marriage and environmental
protection issues first and fore-
most.

Amal Al-Basha, the committee’s
spokeswomen, mentioned several
issues, but critics focused on child
marriage, saying that only Yemen
has this problem.

We found another solution and
decided to widen the topic, includ-
ing more problems of children.

Many symposiums and work-
shops were held to discuss
these issues but in vain. Do
you think they will be solved in
the NDC?

If the NDC succeeds, its outcome
would turn to be constitutional
items and legalizations. So far, the
parliament can’t specify an age for
legal marriage.

Why?

Because of the backward society
we are living in and also because of
some religious clerks who consid-
ered it a violation of Islam’s teach-
ings.

There are other reasons such as
poverty and hard circumstances.
Some people treat their daughters
as goods, marrying them to tourists
for a period of time to get money.
Moreover, conservative people be-
lieve that women have to marry
early.

Therefore, they will be discussed
in the conference, based on agen-
das, to change or to end them.
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“If the southerners and the Houthis comes to the conference with the intention of discussing and
solving these issues, then it (NDC success) might happen,” Basurra said.

To what degree do you think
the NDC will be a success?

I can’t give a specific degree, but I
say the first key to make the NDC
successful is solving the southern
and Sa’ada issues in a way that sat-
isfies all parts.

Ifthe southerners and the Houthis
come to the conference with the in-
tention of discussing and solving
these issues, then it might happen.

Do all of GPC’s leaders agree
that the NDC must succeed,
particularly because leaders
in the JMPs accuse the GPC of
obstructing it?

Each one accuses the other. The
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If they want to
separate from

the north, the
southerners have

to negotiate with
the north about
currency, electricity,
phones and oil
agreements signed
between the north
and oil companies.
Moreover, they have
to start building a
new army and begin
reorganizing a state,
which is difficult.

JMP accuses the GPC and vice
versa, the Houthis accuse the Islah
and vice versa and all political par-
ties accuse the Southern Movement.
However, the truth will be revealed
with the beginning of dialogue.

Everyone is trying to impose his
opinions on others before the begin-
ning if dialogue and this is normal.
Everyone is trying to accuse the
other.

The NDC is internationally super-
vised, and it is the last opportunity
for all Yemenis to construct a civil,
modern state—a federal country in-
stead of a central state. People fear
the word “federal,” though 60 to 70
percent of countries worldwide are
federal.

Do you think there is media
exaggeration regarding the
southern issue, particularly
because there are more impor-
tant issues?

Yes, there is, but indeed calling for
separating the south from the north
exists, and it’s of an emotional na-
ture.

How many southerners are de-
manding separation?

No opinion polls have been done
to know how many people are de-
manding separation, but actually
they are many.

They are the youth whose fathers
were dismissed from their positions
after the 1994 war. Their fathers
were general managers, undersec-
retaries, ministers, colonels and
pilots. They don’t focus on what has
been achieved in general. They think
of unity based on what happened to
their fathers. They have different
feelings toward unity when they see
their fathers selling vegetables and
fruits after being dismissed.

You mean the new generation
is the most prominent part of

those calling for separation?
Seeing a soldier—whose rank was
a colonel or a brigadier in the past
and whose sons have no jobs—at
home all time or forced to work in
other fields makes the family fed up.
It is a public opinion issue indicat-
ing that unity arrived, but in an an-
noying manner.

But those calling for separa-
tion are elderly people who
don’t belong to this genera-
tion?

They are using this generation as
tools to achieve their aims. The new
generation didn’t live at the time of
the Socialist Party. All they know is
the current suffering of their fami-
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They don’t know
that whoever leaves
office doesn’t come
back again because
the situation in
Yemen will be
different and will be
based on elections.
Some of them are 75
years old, and they
aren’t sure that they
will achieve what
they want because
they aren’t known to
the new generation.

lies.
Suffering is also found in Tehama
and Taiz, but people got used to it.

But does suffering justify call-
ing for separation?

No, it doesn’t justify it. Taiz was a
part of the Republic of Yemen be-
fore the unity, but the south was an
independent country and then uni-
fied. Therefore, they think that their
suffering won't be solved but by re-
gaining their old country.

Do you think separation is the
right solution?

No, it is not a solution. Even those
who demand separation don’t own
constituents to re-construct the
southern country. They have no po-
tential and no military. The south is
linked to the north.

If they want to separate from the
north, the southerners have to nego-
tiate with the north about currency,
electricity, phones and oil agree-
ments signed between the north and
oil companies. Moreover, they have
to start building a new army and
begin reorganizing a state, which is
difficult.

Why didn’t they dialogue with
the north?

I always say that whoever wants an
independent country in the south
should negotiate with the north.
Separation isn’t only a matter of
bringing back the drums, which
were marking the borders between
the south and the north before, but
a difficult process.

Those calling for separation must
negotiate with the people in the
south to see if they want to separate
or not. The people in the south want-
ed to separate in 1994, but now they
don’t because they have interests in
the north. Countries always change
their views and policies according
to the political changes both inside
and outside.

Will the international commu-
nity and the Security Council agree
to the separation, as happened in
Sudan after six years of dialogue?
Actually, if the north provided more
attractive items, the vote will be for
unity and not separation.

It seems that leaders in the
Southern Movement will par-
ticipate in the dialogue not as
the south but as an indepen-
dent country?

Yes, that is right. Even calling for
establishing a southern and north-
ern region is a deferred separation.

How?

Some southerners call for sepa-
ration, and this is an accelerated
separation. Others suggested es-
tablishing northern and southern
regions, and after four years, the
south would have the right of self-
determination, either to continue or
to separate—and this is a deferred
separation.

Do you oppose the idea of es-
tablishing two regions so that
it doesn’t separate in future?
And how the GPC sees that?

I have my own view, away from the
GPC. I think that establishing two
regimes is possible but without
self-determination after four years.
Federalism is possible in Yemen by
dividing the north into three federal
regions: Tehama, Taiz and Ibb, and
the middle.

Moreover, the north can be divid-
ed into three federal regions: Aden,
the western region and the eastern
region.

Yemen can be divided into six re-
gions, and each one has its rights
and its financial sources—based on
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a rate agreed on in advance—and
the rest goes to the state.

What made the southerners
call for separation?

Members of the GPC and the JMPs
are stubborn, and this makes the
southerners more stubborn and
more demanding; the officials in
Sana’a didn’t present a serious solu-
tion for the southern issue.

But the GPC and the JMPs are
calling the southerners for di-
alogue to solve their issue?
They are calling them for dialogue
and also to facilitate their separa-
tion.

How?

For example, there is the Coordinat-
ing Council of Revolutionary Pow-
ers in Aden, the members of which
belong to one party. It is a policy to
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Therefore,
businessmen should
participate, but will
they participate
through civil society
organizations or

as an independent
bloc? Moreover,
minorities like
Ismailis, Jews and
the marginalized
people ought to
participate, too.

find more parties in Aden.

Ialways tell people in the GPC and
the JMP that following the policy of
creating more parties isn’t for their
good because they won’t be able to
negotiate with them.

They say the southern issue is
the first issue to be discussed
in the National Dialogue?

They have to start doing serious ac-
tions to show good will to the south-
erners. Southern military person-
nel, who are still able to work, must
be reinstated.

Some issues can be solved in a day
like issuing a decree releasing all
detainees from the Southern Move-
ment, Sa’ada and change squares.

Who are authorized to solve
these issues?

First, President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi and the reconciliation
government can solve these issues
by treating the injured people, end-
ing the looting of land and solving
the problem of houses being taken
by officials in the state.

Second, give a clear point of view.
For example, does the GPC have a
clear vision regarding the southern
issue instead of saying no federal-
ism? Or does the Islah have a vision,
too?

The Socialist Party provided 12
demanding points, which I men-
tioned before in the “Basora Helal”
report in 2007, saying that the peo-
ple in the north should reasonably
come close to the southern issue
and don’t think that the situation
will remain as it was in 1994. They
have to start negotiating with them
so that the southerners can start
negotiating and considering them-
selves as Yemenis.

You spoke about looting lands.
Who looted them: military
officials, sheikhs or political
leaders?

Land has been looted by military of-
ficials, sheikhs and political leaders,
and some land was granted by the
state. Even some southerners looted
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land, and some people took land to
invest but they didn’t.

Do you mean that business-
men are among those who
looted land?

They pretended to be businessmen
constructing investment projects
but they didn’t. Instead, they sold
the land, as happened in Abyan,
Lahj and Hadramout. They bought
land for cheap prices.

Who sells land to them?
The state itself.

Do you mean the former re-
gime?

Yes, the former regime, and they
have official documents.

So the regime of Ali Abdullah
Saleh facilitates the looting of
land in the south?

o6

I always tell people
in the GPC and the
JMP that following
the policy of creating
more parties isn’t
for their good
because they won’t
be able to negotiate
with them.

Yes, for sure, but the issue isn’t Ali
Abdullah Saleh because the Cabinet
and appointed ministers are includ-
ed, too.

Are the factories still work-
ing?

Some factories stopped working
and their lands are about to be sold
at the suitable time.

How many acres have been
looted?

Some pieces of land are about
18,000 acres, which is 75,600,000
square meters.

Does a person loot all these
square meters?

Yes. Some of them have 18,000
acres, and some others have 5,000
acres.

What is the land used for?
Some was bought ten years ago and
aren’t invested in so far.

Is the current regime able to
regain the land, particularly
after the National Dialogue?

Yes, it can regain them by way of
trails. Aden’s land will suffice all
Yemenis, and each resident will get
410 square meters to build a house.

Do you think the Southern
Movement could separate,
particularly because of the lat-
est disagreements between Ali
Salem Al-Beidh and Hassan
Ba’aom?

They are unjustified disputes be-
tween the historical leaders who
think they can rule again. They
don’t know that whoever leaves of-
fice doesn’t come back again be-
cause the situation in Yemen will be
different and will be based on elec-
tions. Some of them are 75 years
old, and they aren’t sure that they
will achieve what they want because
they aren’t known to the new gen-
eration.

But thousands of their sup-
porters gather at their festi-
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vals.

Yes, now they can gather people, but
when the time of state construction
comes, they won't have a place. I
hope they will work together to find
a solution for the southern issue.

Hassan Ba’aom is scheduled
to meet [U.N. Special Envoy to
Yemen Jamal] Benomar. Do
you think Benomar can per-
suade Ba’aom to participate in
the National Dialogue?

Ba’aom, Al-Beidh, Ali Nasser and
Haider can be convinced not by
Benomar but by some countries.

What countries do you mean?
America, Saudi Arabia, Britain and
the United Nations can convince
them, threatening them with sanc-
tions against them.

Who funds the Southern Move-

o6

They are the youth
whose fathers were
dismissed from
their positions
after the 1994 war.
Their fathers were
general managers,
undersecretaries,
ministers, colonels
and pilots. They
don’t focus on what
has been achieved in
general. They think
of unity based on
what happened to
their fathers.

/

ments’ activities?

Iran and Qatar are accused of fund-
ing them and also Al-Beidh had
money when he left Yemen.

Does Al-Beidh still have sup-
porters in the south?

He may have supporters in the
southwest like Al-Dale’a, Radfan
and Yafe’a.

Regarding the disagreements
between the Southern Move-
ment and the Islah party in
Aden, do you think Islah mem-
bers are closer to their party
or to the southern issue?

Some members of Islah follow
their leadership and carry out all
their agendas while some members
don’t.

Like who?

Some of them understand the south-
ern issue. Sometimes, Islah brings
its supporters from Sana’a and Ibb
to have more supporters when orga-
nizing rallies. I hope Islah won'’t cre-
ate more problems, which increases
hatred between people.

But each party has the right to
bring its supporters?

As a political party, Islah ought to
attract southern youth instead of
bringing people by money.

What is the nature of the cur-
rent disputes between Islah
and some constituents of the
Southern Movement?

First, the disputes are because Islah
has contradicting views regarding
the southern issue. For example,
Sheikh Abdulmajeed Al-Zandani, a
prominent leader in the Islah par-
ty, sent a letter to President Hadi,
saying that the unity is a religious
obligation, which means that who-
ever violates it must be executed. He
made the unity equal to prayers and
fasting, and this isn’t true.

Second, Islah members consider
federalism taboo, and one of them
said that our grandfathers didnt
follow it and so we shouldn’t.

IT Officer (1 position)
Location: Haradh
Contract Duration: 7 months

The role

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT

Oxfam, an international NGO working with others to find lasting solutions to poverty and injustice, has been working in Yemen since 1983.
Oxfam announces the following vacancies for its Humanitarian and Development programs

You will be the contact person with the country IT delegate person for all IT issues relating to the Haradh project, ensuring the reliability of
the local e-mail system in the project areas, taking regular backups of all local data, ensuring that the virus protection software is installed,
providing training to all project staff, and inducting new staff in Oxfam’s computer systems. You will be providing first level hardware
maintenance and upgrades, maintaining the Local Area Network and the NT server, managing contracts with external suppliers of goods
and services, and ensuring the communication links with head office.

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with proven experience in basic hardware and operating systems. You should have the ability to solve some
of the hardware problems, provide good support on applications to the users, meet deadlines, organize work effectively, and travel to the
field. Any additional experience in emergency relief would obviously be an advantage, proving your resilience and ability to maintain team
work under pressure. You should have training skills.

Partnership Development Officer (1 position)
Location: Sana’a
Contract Duration: one year

The role

You will ensure all Oxfam teams are well-oriented about Oxfam GB partnership principles and mandatory processes; identify and update
the mapping of appropriate partners for Oxfam programmes both state and non state; work with the Head of Development Programmes,
Governance Manager, and concerned team to identify and respond to priorities for other civil society programming in Yemen and input
into proposal and strategic development. You will be leading all partnership assessments in coordination with project managers and staff;
supporting programme teams in the assessment and identification of new partners, and development of roles and responsibilities at
programme level. You will assist in periodic updates of all projects in Oxfam systems — use the update opportunities in providing training
for the project focal points; support, and lead the development of high quality partners’ capacity building plans and ensure that Civil
Society Organizations (CSO) partners are benefiting from the delivered plans. Carefully review partnership agreements with its annexes
and ensure its consistency, accuracy and completeness by working directly with project teams; work with the Finance team to develop
/ review guidelines for use by partners in financial planning and management. You will contribute to funding proposals by identifying/
mapping partners that contribute to proposed projects as well as budgeting; develop and periodically update partnership agreements
management sheet that reflects the status against the key particulars of each agreement and its annexes

What we’re looking for

We are looking for someone with 3 years experience in working in development projects at local level and with CSOs; demonstrate good
communication skills and ability to work with others and as part of a team. You will have excellent oral and written communication skills in
both English and Arabic, representation skills, sound computer skills and willingness to travel extensively in country. You will have report
writing skills and negotiation and influencing skills.

To apply
If you believe that you have the qualifications and skills to excel in either of these positions, please send your CV and a cover letter, clearly
stating the job and the location of the job you are applying for in the email subject, to yemenjobs@oxfam.org.uk .

Closing date for applications is 30th September 2012

Please apply immediately as we will be interviewing suitable candidates before the closing date
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Haseba schools reopen amid fears of clashes

Story and photos by
Ashraf Al-Muraqab

aseba residents are

still  apprehensive

about the renewal

of clashes between

Sheikh ~ Abdullah
bin Hussein Al-Ahmer’s sons and
forces loyal to the former regime of
Ali Abdullah Saleh. Some militants
are still positioned in certain gov-
ernment schools. This drives the
parents of students—fearful of re-
newed confrontations—to register
their sons and daughters in schools
far from the area.

Sadam Ali, the guard of Al-Ra-
mah Girls School, said the school
previously sustained damages,
making it improper for classes. Ali
said the school is currently being
restored. The school is in the vicin-
ity of Al-Ahmer’s house.

The first bullet was fired from in-
side this school in Haseba last year,
but the armed men have moved on
and are no longer found inside.

Mona Dahaq, Al-Ramah’s deputy
head, said attendance remains high
despite the school’s conflict-strick-
en location.

She said the educational process
has not stalled, and attendance—
either by teachers or by students—
is reasonable; there is no problem
except for a shortage in books.

Najla Al-Nadhari, a teacher at Al-
Ramah school, said there is worry
and anxiety among residents fear-
ing the military confrontations.

“The situation is still volatile, and
some students are still absent.”

The educational process seems to
lack order in Haseba, particularly
in the vicinity of the Interior Min-
istry and Al-Hasaba market; all the
disorder is because of apprehension
that more clashed will come.

Nabila Yaqoob, a teacher at the
Al-Qudaimi school in Al-Jaraf,
said the study was systematic and
attendance reached 70 percent;
however, events drove some fami-
lies to prevent their daughters from
attending school until the security
situation recovers.

Last week, Human Rights Watch
wrote in a press release, “Govern-
ment forces and other armed groups
deployed in schools in Yemen’s cap-
ital, Sanaa, during the 2011-2012
uprising, putting students at risk
and undermining education.”

Human Rights Watch called for
Yemen to “explicitly prohibit both
government forces and non-state
armed groups from occupying
schools for military purposes when
it endangers students, teachers, or
the children’s education.”

Amar Thabet, the father of a stu-
dent in Haseba, said many private
and government schools remain
closed, and several families trans-
ferred their sons and daughters to
other schools.

Thabet said some schools such as
Fageed Al-Uma were handed over
while trenches and weapons were
still inside.

These schools are not appropri-
ate because their equipment was
looted and classrooms became
military barracks, according to
Thabet.

He said he is not comfortable
sending his daughters to study in
such a district because militants
target schools to set up bases if
confrontations break out. He called
for the military committee and the
Ministry of Education to act with
regard to this connection.

Wafa’a Al-Awadhi, a female stu-
dent, said female students didn’t
enroll in schools for fear of renewed
violence. She said the government

Reconstruction to fix damages sustained to Al-Rammah is
ongoing.

The first clashes last year erupted from inside Al-Rammah Girls School in Haseba.

should provide security in schools
to enable her and her friends to
continue studying.

Al-Bara’a, Technology and Fu-
ture, private schools located near
the conflict zone, opened their
doors for three days at the start of
the new school year and then tem-
porarily closed down.

Worry and disappointment
Many students in Haseba are wor-
ried this school year will go to waste
like last year, when most of the year
was spent without studying.

Student Mohammed Al-Nehari
said he wondered what school year
to talk about within the deteriorat-
ing security situation that didnt
differentiate between education
and politics.

“Last year, we attended every
day for the whole year but stud-
ied nothing because teachers were
always striking,” Al-Nehari said.
“Lucky students were studying two
or three periods a day. At the end
of the year, we were surprised with
exams. This year, we are apprehen-
sive about experiencing the same

situation or a worse situation.”

Student Ahmed Al-Hanq said,
“Partisanship affected us negative-
ly, and we faced a real problem.”

Kareem Al-Qashm, a tenth grad-
er at Al-Kebsi School, kept going to
school in vain, as it remains closed.
He fears the situation will contin-
ue.

“I'm fearful of wasting another
school year as the last year,” he
said. “Every day I get more disap-
pointed. I was hopeful to hear the
Ministry of Education announc-
ing schools opening and studies

beginning, but later, the situation
changed due to clashes that took
place here and there. Students are
the only victims.”

Hamza Al-Ariqi, an elementary
school student at a private school
in Haseba, isn’t able to study so far
because his teachers reside in the
area of conflict, which prevented
them from attending class periods.

88.8 FM

nauly

Schools in Haseba were considered battlegrounds during clashes. Equipment was looted as classrooms became barracks.
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Author publishes collection of
poems about revolutionaries

Story and photo by Samar
Qaed

ournalist and poet Ragh-

da Gamal has published

her English-language col-

lection of poems, “Once

Upon a Revolution,”
which is composed of 13 poems and
photographs delving into different
situations in the life of the poetess
during the 2011 political uprising in
Yemen. The poetess signed her col-
lection Tuesday in Sana’a’s Change
Square, to coincide with the first
anniversary of the revolutionary
martyrs who died last year in Ken-
tucky Round.

Gamal’s first collection was pub-
lished a year and a half ago and was
written in English, too.

“In comparison to this collection,
the first one included more topics
because it was the first collection
written in English,” she said. “In
this collection, it was important to
write the details of the revolution
my way.”

“I insisted that one of the youth
in the square write the preface to
the collection and not a well-known
author because authors left us alone
in the square. This collection is for
the revolutionary people and is in-
spired by the revolution.”

Osama Shamsan, a member of

the Media Center in Sana’a’s Change
Square and the writer of the collec-
tion’s preface, said, “When writing
the preface for Raghda’s collection,
I remembered everything that hap-
pened in this square since the be-
ginning of the revolution.”

“In her poems entitled ‘To Sal-
eem, ‘Mother of a martyr, “To all
revolutionary photographers’ and
other poems, Raghda condoles and
at the same time expresses grati-
tude for the sacrifices of the brave
revolutionary people—particularly
mothers of martyrs. She used sim-
ple and deep feelings and was able
to introduce the honor of joining
the revolution, especially for Ye-
meni women,” he added.

Ali Al-Kamali, an activist, said
such works represent Yemeni wom-
en and how they compete with men
in poetry and photography.

“The revolution aimed to move
Yemen to a new period, particularly
by way of these works written in
English so that all people world-
wide know about it.”

Al-Kamali said the revolution is
incomplete unless it’s an intellectu-
al and cultural change in practice.

“Today, we proved that our revo-
lution is an intellectual and cultural
revolution.”

Gamal started working as a jour-
nalist in 2008. She is a Yemeni po-
etess, writing poems both in Ara-
bic and in English. She wrote for
several newspapers, including the
Yemen Times, Yemen Observer, Ye-
men Today, Al-Jomhoria Newspa-
per and Al-Yemen Newspaper.

Raghda Gamal’s second published work is titled, “Once Upon a
Revolution,” and consists of 13 English-language poems.
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