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Interior Ministry increases efforts
to maintain security for Eid holiday

YT archive photo by Luke Somers

More security personnel will be present across the country during the Eid holiday, particularly in

larger cities.

Nadia Haddash

SANAA, Oct. 24 — The Interior
Ministry declared a plan be imple-
mented during the Eid holiday to
maintain security and stability

and to prevent any imminent secu-
rity breaches.

In the past few days, the minis-
try has taken strict security mea-
sures in the capital city and in
other large cities in preparation

for Eid.

According to the ministry, the
implementation of this security
planisdueto concernsthatextrem-
ist operations could be launched
against government or foreign fa-

cilities in the coming days. Central
Security personnel have been de-
ployed to some streets of the capi-
tal city, particularly in districts
where embassies and government
compounds are situated, as an ad-
ditional security precaution.

Brigadier General Fadhl Al-An-
shali, the operation department
manager at the Interior Ministry,
said the plan concentrates on se-
curing places of worship, in addi-
tion to protecting parks, gardens
and beaches.

He said security services would
be larger in size and in protection
during the Eid holiday across the
country. Weapons carrying will
be banned, fireworks will be con-
trolled and a traffic plan regulat-
ing vehicle movements will be
implemented.

Lieutenant Colonel Abdulrah-
man Nasser Al-Thulaia, chief of a
security patrol, said strict military
and security measures have been
taken to control traffic movements
during Eid holiday, particularly
the people who come to Sana’a
from other governorates.

He said heavy traffic during Eid
is the greatest challenge for the
security apparatuses assigned to
intensify control of border cross-
ings to prevent arms smuggling by
Al-Qaeda affiliates.

Brigadier General Abdulkareem
Al-Weshali, a Yemeni military ex-
pert, said the military situation in
Sana’a is set to explode any mo-
ment now because of the uncon-
trolled security vacuum and the
manifestation of weapons carry-
ing after a brief decrease in street
weapons. However, the most wor-
rying escalation lies in the regular
assassination attempts leading of-
ficials, he said.

France to provide technical support in
drafting of new Yemeni Constitution

Mohammed Al-Samei

SANAA, Oct. 24 — It has been
determined that a new Yemeni
Constitution will be worded fol-
lowing the National Dialogue
Conference, slated to be held mid-
November.

Frank Julie, the French am-
bassador to Yemen, announced
Tuesday following a meeting with

Yemeni Prime Minister Moham-
med Salem Basindawa, that his
country will provide technical
support in the drafting of the new
constitution.

Julie said the wording of the
new constitution will be purely
the business of Yemenis and that
the French role will be limited.

“France will provide the multi-
faceted technical support to con-

tribute to preparing a new Yemeni
constitution,” he said.

There was a discussion between
the prime minister and the French
ambassador regarding coopera-
tion between Sana’a and Paris
and a focus on the preparations
necessary for the National Dia-
logue Conference, according to
the state-run Saba news agency.

However, Mohammed Naji Al-

law, a local lawyer, questions for-
eign interference in the endeavor.
He said the business of wording
the constitution is not compli-
cated and doesn’t require foreign
experts because he believes there
are specialized Yemeni cadres
who are capable of doing the job.
“There must be a Yemeni com-
mittee, not a foreign one, to word
the new constitution,” he said.
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Activists protest sentencing of death
penalty handed down to Ibb woman
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Raja Al-Hakami was initially sentenced to two years in prison, but it was amended to a death

sentence.

Amira Nasser

SANAA, Oct. 23— Tens of human
right activists protested Tuesday
in front of the General Prosecu-
tor’s Office in Sana’a, continuing
to demonstrate against the death
sentence handed to Rajaa Al-
Hakami from the judge of appeals
in Ibb.

Raja Al-Hakami was first sen-
tenced to two years in prison by
an Ibb district court after killing
a man who tried to break into her
room and rape her. The court of
appeals then upped the sentence
to the death penalty.

Demonstrators asked for a find-
ing commission to be formed to
investigate the judicial role played

in the Ibb appeals court and for
the general prosecutor responsible
to the people of this case to follow
up and to file an appeal to the sen-
tence.

In the past week, activist de-
mands for justice have increased
in Sana’a, with demonstrators also
targeting the United Nations of-
fice, asking them to get involved
with working toward Al-Hakami’s
acquittal. Activists said Al-Haka-
mi was acting in self-defense and
that this is now a women’s human
rights issue.

Nadia Abdullah, a journalist and
an activist, said this case directly
touches women'’s rights issues, and
other sensitive issues. She said ac-
tivists decided to protest because

if the penalty were served against
Al-Hakami, it would send a green
light to allow other similar cases to
see a similar punishment.

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer
for Yemeni human rights organiza-
tion HOOD and who participated
in the protests, said Al-Hakami’s
case is a symbol of the corruption
in Yemen’s justice system. He said
the case is clearly one of logical
self-defense.

He said there is a conspiracy
in this case, and it needs media
solidarity to put pressure on the
Yemeni justice system to overturn
the ruling.

“We hope that the punishment
will change and that there will be
a fair adjudication,” Barman said.

Shatara replaces Al-Asnag as newest
Technical Committee team member

Mohammed Bin Sallam

SANA'A, Oct. 24 — President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi issued a de-
cree Tuesday night, appointing
Lutfi Shatara a member of the
Technical Committee, responsible
for preparing for the National Dia-
logue Conference (NDC). Shatara
would replace Abdullah Al-Asnag,
former Minister of Foreign Affairs
and one of the opposition leaders
abroad.

Shatara has already attended
three committee meetings in the
place of Al-Asnag.

Shatara is a southern activist
and member of the Revolutionary
Powers’ National Council abroad.
He returned to Aden in May after
spending several years abroad,
working as a copy editor for Lon-
don-based Asharq Alawsat News-
paper and establishing the Aden
Press website.

The appointment came hours

after Shatara called on southern-
ers to participate in the NDC. He
said it was the only way to solve
the southern issue.

In a radio interview with the
Yemen Times Tuesday, Shatara
said the former regime led by ex-
President Ali Abdullah Saleh is the
leading cause the South’s current
situation.

“All southerners have the right
to present their suggestions and
demands on the National Dialogue
table, which is the only hope for all
Yemenis out of this situation, par-
ticularly due to the regional and
international support it receives,”
Shatara said.

He said he is hopeful that all
components of the Southern Move-
ment will take part in the NDC. He
also said Yemenis will start fight-
ing each other if the dialogue fails.

“Southerners handed over their
state along with all its institutions
in 1990, and they were the ones to
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call for unity. However, they were
marginalized by former president
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s regime.”

Shatara said Saleh should be
isolated from the political arena,
accusing Saleh’s affiliates of ob-
structing the political compro-
mise.

Interior Ministry says it uncovered
AQAP plot to control areas of Abyan

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANAA, Oct. 24 — Security appara-
tuses of the Ministry of Interior said
they uncovered a plot by Al-Qaeda
aimed to regain control over areas in
Abyan, particularly Jaar district, the
26 September Newspaper reported.
The Ministry of Interior’s website
reported Tuesday that the plot was to
be carried out by Ansar Al-Sharia, a
Yemeni militant group with links to
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP), in Ja’ar and its neighbor-
ing areas. According to the website,
militants in Al-Askaria and La’aboos
areas of Lahj were involved as well.
Doctor Nabeel Al-Sharjabi, a po-
litical science professor at Sana’a
University, said the Ministry of Inte-
rior detected the plot after it arrest-

ed four militants who then leaked
information.

Brigadier General Mohammed Bin
Mohammed, head of the intelligence
department in Abyan, said AQAP
militants are weak but present in Al-
Mahfad, a district of Abyan.

Bin Mohammed said AQAP af-
filiates are in a frenzied situation,
desperate to gain control of Abyan,
after the death of Nader Al-Shadadi,
a prominent leader of Al-Qaeda.

Al-Qaeda militants held many
Abyan districts in past months;
however, the Yemeni army launched
a massive military campaign to re-
move them from the areas.

“We won't let them control any
area in Abyan,” he said.

Al-Sharjabi said Al-Qaeda’s lat-
est movements and attempts to hold

Abyan districts result from weapons
received over the course of its wars
with Yemeni military.

He also said Al-Qaeda took ad-
vantage when the Defense Ministry
withdrew some forces from certain
districts in Abyan; the withdrawal
was after the return of Internally
Displaced Persons.

The Somali Believing Youth sup-
port Al-Qaeda to implement its
plot in many districts, according to
Al-Sharjabi, who said the govern-
ment cannot face Al-Qaeda unless
the counterterrorism forces office is
reorganized and non-corrupt mem-
bers are selected to lead it.

Al-Sharjabi said he expects ex-
tremists to carry out operations dur-
ing Eid because Al-Qaeda makes use
of the insecurity in the country.
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Announcement

The Yemen Intentional Telecommunications Co. (TeleYemen) invites contractors for the
following Tender from the Investment Program for 2012:

Tender

Tender Fee in YR

Source of Finance

with training

Tender NO. (4/2012) turnkey project
for TeleYemen VSAT HUB Solution

30,000

Self-Financed Project

G pwbh

these companies.

- Interested candidates should submit a written aplication during office hours to the Purchasing
& Contracts department at Yemen International Telecommunications Co. (TeleYemen). Tender
document can be obtained for a non-refundable fee as mentioned above.

The deadline for the purchase of Tender Document is 21/11/2012.

- Tenders shall be submitted in a red-waxed sealed envelope to the address indicated above, marked
with the name of the Entity, project name, tender number, and the name of the tenderer, together
with following documents:

1. A bank guarantee as per the enclosed format in the Tender Document for a lump-sum
amount of (US $24,000), or certified cheque, valid for a period of 120 days from the date
of the opening of envelopes.

A copy of valid registration and classification certificates.

A copy of valid sales tax certificate + tax card.

A copy of insurance card + Zakat Card

A copy of practicing license.

- Foreign companies are excluded from providing certificates, licenses and cards referred to above,
and shall be required only to provide legal documents of eligibility issued by country of origin of

- The deadline for receipt of tenders and opening of envelopes is at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday on
27/11/2012. Tenders received after this deadline shall not be accepted and shall be returned
unopened to the sender.

- The opening of envelops shall be at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday corresponding to 27/11/2012 at the
purchasing & Contracts Opening Hall in the address indicated above, in the presence of tenderers
or their duly authorized representatives.

- Interested tenderers can obtain information about Tender Document before payment during
office hours for the period of validity allowed for the sale of Tender Document for 25 days from the
date of publication of the first announcement or by visiting our website: www.teleyemen.com
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“To make Yemen a
good world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OPINION

Who represents

the South?

embers of the Southern Movement
believe the movement began July 7,
1994, when the civil war ended with
Yemen intact, as one united country,
against the wishes of the secessionists.

Until last year, the term secessionist was very
problematic politically and caused its believers many
problems, from verbal abuse to illegal arrest. However,
today, we have come a very long way, and the word is no
longer a disgrace. In fact, those state opponents, who
once demanded secession, are now political partners in
the National Dialogue.

The Gulf Council Countries (GCC) Initiative
and its implementation clearly indicate that the
Southern Movement—also known as Hirak—should
be represented. Moreover, all those involved in the
dialogue agree that solving the Southern issue is key to
the dialogue.

While politicians across the political spectrum have
come to terms with accepting the Southern Movement’s
presence at the dialogue, a new question arose: Who
represents the South?

There is a clear difference between the Southern
Movement and the South as a region. The movement
itself is actually not one entity, though it is recognized
as a political group. But the South, as a geographical
affiliation and when it comes to numbers, has always
been a minority.

For example, when the unity took place in 1990,
Yemenis from the North numbered 16 million, compared
to four million in the South. Today, Southerners hold
less than 9 percent of all management-level government
jobs.

Moreover, the resource distribution to Southern
governorates has always been advantageous to the
North, including resources from Southern soil such as
the fuel from Hadramaut and Shabwa.

Today, there is a general agreement that Southerners
should make up at least 50 percent of the participants
in the National Dialogue groups, focusing on Southern
issues. This is very problematic for the Southern
Movement.

In principle this may sound more than fair,
considering the South is smaller in population but
treated as a political equal. Yet, being from the South
could mean anything regarding political affiliation.
For example, how would a hardliner, General Peoples
Congress politician from Aden be categorized? Would
his stance be considered that of his party or that of his
geographical origin?

The Hirak are afraid to be cheated out of their right, as
they see it, as the sole representative of Southern issues.
While it is true that the Hirak is what put the Southern
issue on the map, it may be politically incorrect to
say they are the sole representatives of the Southern
region.

Simultaneously, what if the other parties lobbied their
southern members and became a majority in the agreed
50 percent quota for the south?

This is a very serious question, one that could
potentially ruin the National Dialogue, not only for the
South, but for the entire country.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Questions on drones, unanswered still

Margaret Sullivan
NYTimes.com
First published Oct. 13

nderstanding

American drone

strikes is like a

deadly version of the

old telephone game:
I whisper to you and you whisper
to someone else, and eventually all
meaning is lost.

You start with uncertain
information from dubious sources.
Pass it along, run it through the
media blender, add pundits, and
you've got something that may or
may not be close to the truth.

How many people have been
killed by these unmanned aircraft
in the Central Intelligence Agency’s
strikes in Yemen and Pakistan?
How many of the dead identified
as “militants” are really civilians?
How many are children?

The Bureau of Investigative
Journalismin Britain has estimated
that, in the first three years after
President Obama took office,
between 282 and 535 civilians were
credibly reported killed by drone
strikes — including more than
60 children. The United States
government says the number of
civilians killed has been far lower.

Accurate information is hard to
comeby. The Obamaadministration
and the C.I.A. are secretive about
the fast-growing drone program.
The strikes in Pakistan are taking
place in areas where reporters can’t
go, or would be in extreme danger
if they did. And it is all happening
at a time when the American public
seems tired of hearing about this
part of the world anyway.

How does The New York Times fit
into this hazy picture?

Some of the most important
reporting on drone strikes has been
done at The Times, particularly the
“kill list” article by Scott Shane
and Jo Becker last May. Those
stories, based on administration
leaks, detailed President Obama’s
personal role in approving whom
drones should set out to kill.

Groundbreaking as that article
was, it left a host of unanswered
questions. The Times and the
American Civil Liberties Union
have filed Freedom of Information
requests to learn more about the
drone program, so far in vain. The
Times and the A.C.L.U. also want
to know more about the drone
killing of an American teenager in
Yemen, Abdulrahman Al-Awlaki,
also shrouded in secrecy.

But The Times has not been
without fault. Since the article
in May, its reporting has not
aggressively challenged the
administration’s description of
those Kkilled as “militants” — itself
an undefined term. And it has been
criticized for giving administration
officials the cover of anonymity
when they suggest that critics of
drones are terrorist sympathizers.

Americans, according to polls,
have a positive view of drones, but
critics say that’s because the news
media have not informed them
well. The use of drones is deepening
the resentment of the United States
in volatile parts of the world and
potentially undermining fragile
democracies, said Naureen Shah,
who directs the Human Rights
Clinic at Columbia University’s law
school.

“It’s portrayed as picking off
the bad guys from a plane,” she
said. “But it’s actually surveilling
entire  communities, locating
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It’s impossible to
keep the strikes
themselves secret,
but you’ve never
had a serious
public debate by
Congress on it.
—Scott Shane, New
York Times Reporter

behavior that might be suspicious
and striking groups of unknown
individuals based on video data that
may or may not be corroborated by
eyeballing it on the ground.”

On  Sunday, Ms. Shah’s
organization will release a report
that raises important questions
about media accuracy on drone
strikes. But accuracy is only one of
the concerns that have been raised
about coverage of the issue.

“It’s very narrow,” said David
Rohde, a columnist for Reuters
who was kidnapped by the Taliban
in 2008 when he was a Times
reporter. “What’s missing is the
human cost and the big strategic
picture.”

Glenn Greenwald, a lawyer
who has written extensively on
this subject for Salon and now for
The Guardian, told me he sees “a
Western media aversion to focusing
on the victims of U.S. militarism.
As long as you keep the victims
dehumanized it’s somehow all

right.”
Mr. Rohde raised another
objection: “If a Republican

president had been carrying out
this many drone strikes in such a
secretive way, it would get much
more scrutiny,” he said. Scott
Shane, the Times reporter, finds the
topic knotty and the secrecy hard
to penetrate. “This is a category of
public yet classified information,”
he told me. “It’s impossible to keep
the strikes themselves secret, but
you've never had a serious public
debate by Congress on it.” Last
month, ProPublica admirably
framed the issue in an article
titled “How the Government Talks
About a Drone Problem It Won't
Acknowledge Exists.”

As for the human cost, Sarah
Knuckey, a veteran human rights

investigator now at New York
University School of Law, says she
got a strong sense of everyday fear
while spending 10 days in Pakistan
last spring.

“I was struck by how afraid
people are of the constant presence
of drones,” said Ms. Knuckey, a co-
author of a recent Stanford/N.Y.U.
report on the drone campaign’s
impact on Pakistanis. “They had
the sense that they could be struck
as collateral damage at any time.”

She is also troubled by the
government’s lack of transparency.
“The U.S. is creating a precedent
by carrying out strikes in secrecy
without accountability to anyone,”
Ms. Knuckey said. “What if all
countries did what the U.S. is
doing?”

The Taliban and Al-Qaeda are
much worse problems for the
Pakistani and Yemeni people than
American drone strikes are. But
acknowledging that doesn’t answer
the moral and ethical questions of
this push-button combat conducted
without public accountability.

With itsvasttalent and resources,
The Times has a responsibility to
lead the way in covering this topic
as aggressively and as forcefully as
possible, and to keep pushing for
transparency so that Americans
can understand just what their
government is doing.
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days from the date of this publication.

CONSULTANCY ANNOUNCEMENT # 38/2012

If you are a committed, creative Yemeni professional and are passionate about making a lasting difference for children, the
world’s leading child rights organization UNICEF would like to hear from you.

Title of post SMART Nutrition Survey Manager (Consultant)

Duty Station Sana’a with travel to Ibb, rural, AIMahweet, Amran, Dhamar, Dhalea, Abyan
and Sa’da.

Duration 11 months

Specific Activities

1. Provide high level technical assistance and guidance to the MOPHP and GHO senior officials through direct consultation
and joint planning and implementation to undertake the agreed upon SMART surveys.
2. Capacitate the field workers and their supervisors and ensuring all preparations to undertake the surveys are in place

3. Lead the process of designing, sampling and data collection and daily feedback to the field workers along with daily follow
up (if needed) to the field supervisors and the field survey managers to ensure the highest data quality check.
4.  Clean, verify the collected data, analyze and write the 1st draft of the survey reports within 2 weeks of completing the

5. Present the draft reports to, collect feedback from, and finalise the survey reports within two weeks of the presentation.

6. The survey report should follow the standard SMART layout and technical framework including the agreed upon final
recommendations (immediate, medium and long term interventions).

7. Advice on potential programmatic and cross sectoral areas that might be contributing to or affecting the results including
mortality trends and causal relationships between different sectoral interventions and outcomes.

8. Provide relevant technical recommendation to strengthen / guide the SMART roll-out plan.

9. Facilitate one central SMART training course for nutrition programme managers from MOPHP/ GHOs, national and

10. Compile all cumulative data and analyze the causality relationships between/ among different determinants of undernu-
trition among U5 before the end of this consultancy and recommend relevant technical areas to undertake standalone

Required background and experience
*  The candidate should be a qualified nutritionist / epidemiologist - a BSc/ MSc or equivalent degree is required.
+  The candidate should have been trained on SMART and has extensive work in nutrition surveys in Yemen.

+  Experience in facilitating training courses to health workers at different levels of responsibilities is essential.

+  Excellent communication skills in Arabic and English, organizational skills and team working is crucial.

+  Excellent analytical and report writing skills in English.).

If you meet the requirements stated above, please send your application, enclosing comprehensive curriculum vitae, duly
completed United Nations Personal History form (which can be downloaded from www.unicef.org/employ) stating telephone
number, email address and detailed contact address quoting the vacancy number to: yemenhr@unicef.org not later than ten
For additional information on UNICEF, please visit our website: www.unicef.org

UNICEF, is committed to diversity and inclusion within its workforce, and encourages qualified female and male candidates,
including persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of our organisation. UNICEF is a smoke-free environment.

Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
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Microfinance projects in Yemen

Story and photos by
Ashraf Al-Muraqab

r. Amat Al-Razaq Ali
Homad, Minister of
the Social Affairs and
Labor Ministry, and
Abdulqader Helal,
Secretariat of the Capital, on Sun-
day inaugurated the “Microfinance
Project Days” fair in Sanaa’s Al-
Sabeen Park. The event was or-
ganized by Yemen’s Microfinance
Network and financed by the Social
Development Fund (SDF).

The fair, which will take place all
week, aims to initiate a greater role
of microfinance projects in creating
job opportunities in Yemen, where
96 percent of all businesses operate
on a small scale.

Khaleel Al-Mekhlafi, a research
and development official at the
Yemen Microfinance Network,
said,“The fair aims to assist people
with ideas or occupation [aspira-
tions] who are looking for finance.
Whoever wants to have a better life
should go to microfinance institu-
tions. Before, these institutions
funded 500, ooo  projects, and
currently as many as 80, 000 proj-
ects have been presented to insti-
tutions to be financed and brought
into light.”

Al-Mekhlafi pointed out that the
event’s chief aim was to urge people
to contribute to microfinance proj-
ects because they create job oppor-
tunities and tackle unemployment
and poverty.

Taqwa Al-Hababi started her own
microfinance project 12 years ago.
With the help of her four daughters
and two sons, she currently sells
wedding dresses and accessories.
As a result of the income her busi-
ness brought in, she was able to
build her family a house.

h_—/

Taqwa Al-Hababi started her wedding dress buisness 12 years
ago with the help of a microfinance loan.

Another woman benefiting from microfinance seed money,
crafts hand-made bags. Such projects are on the rise in Yemen.

“I bought a wedding dress with
the YR 100, 000 loan I got in 2000
from the Nama Microfinance Proj-
ect and started renting it for a small
amount of money in return,” Al-
Hababi said.
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She faced some hurdles initially;
she said her family had a stereo-
typical view of women who worked
outside the home.

“My relatives didn’t want me to
start working because they consid-
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ered microfinance projects unsuit-
able for women.”

The woman with an entrepre-
neurial spirit ignored her family’s
concerns and focused on her work.
That was over a decade ago. She has
now raised and educated her chil-
dren and opened up a new branch
for her business.

“Several people condemned my
work at the beginning, but now they
are working for me,” Al-Hababi said
with a sense of satisfaction.

She added, “T advise every woman
to be optimistic and start a project.
The government should support
women and provide them with all
necessary resources so that they
can depend on themselves, even
though society disapproves of wom-
en’s participation.”

Abdullah Al-Dailmi, the acting
executive manager of the SDF, as-
serted the keenness of the organi-
zation to foster and encourage mi-
crofinance projects and provide all
kinds of tools aimed at combating
poverty and creating jobs.

On behalf of the Social Affairs
and Labor Ministry, Homad as-
serted that the government is work-
ing to create a solid foundation so
microfinance and banks can thrive
economically. He believes this can
be achieved by adopting polices and
laws and establishing programs
that support this sort of develop-
mental strategy.

Homad also expressed her appre-
ciation for the international organi-
zations and local the microfinance
foundations that have played a sup-
portive roles in creating jobs and
decreasing unemployment.

For his part, Helal, wants to make
the fair a constant presence at Al-
Sabeen Park. He said the SDF, the
Yemen Microfinance Network and
the Secretariat will have to work to-
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* Education is the Window to the World ™

Sana'a British School joins global community of Cambridge schools

Sana'a British School, SBS, has been awarded Cambridge International School
status by University of Cambridge International Examinations and is now approved

to offer Cambridge programmes and qualifications, including:

Cambridge Primary Checkpoint,
Cambridge Secondary Checkpoint,
Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge O Level
Cambridge International AS and A Level.

REGISTRATION

Is open for
October / November 2012 exams

Candidates interested in enrolling for those exams can contact us at
967 01 203 950

Email : afrah al sayani@yahoo.com
administrator@sbsyemen.com
Website: www.sbsyemen.com

S UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
7 International Examinations

Cambridge International School

gether to fund and find a place for
the exhibition.

“We spend billions on many proj-
ects in the capital city. Why haven’t
we invested in humans and help
them with a source of income? The
charitable associations can develop
the small crafts, and the govern-
ment should provide markets for the
products of these craft,” he said.

Helal, continued, “The youth
today have new visions and new

strategies to overcome obstacles.
We should support them. We, in
the capital city, are ready to support
and encourage them to overcome
the difficulties. Helping set-up
shops to promote their products, for
example, is a kind of support.”
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Interview

Ahmed Al-Soufi to the Yemen Times:
If there was a revolution in Yemen, we would have never seen
people in the political system such as the Al-Ahmer family

and the Basindawa family.

Ahmed Al-Soufi, the media secretary of the former President
Ali Abdullah Saleh, is known for his severe criticism against Ye-
men’s uprising, which erupted in the beginning of 2011 and led
to the ouster of Saleh. Al-Soufi described the uprising as cha-

otic and defective.

Al-Soufi said the prime minister has committed serious legal

and constitutional violations.

He also said there is a conflict over power that will lead to
damaging the state structure, pointing out that the services of-

fered by the government are low.

Interviewed by Mohammed Al-Samei

The General People’s Con-
gress (GPC) accused the prime
minister of flouting President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s
decisions. Let’s start by talk-
ing about this.

In fact, these are not accusations.
These are realities and there is
evidence. The prime minister was
caught red-handed in dangerous
legal and constitutional violation
scandals.

First, since the reconciliation
government's establishment, he de-
clared many stances in his speeches,
statements and interviews which all
oppose the idea of national recon-
ciliation and attempt to pave a way
for media hype and political dis-
putes. After that, he went to Riyadh.
He wrote an article himself that the
Gulf Agreement was over and the
idea of reconciliation has failed. The
revolution must kick off anew. Once
he came back, he went to the camps
at University Square calling for the
youth to start a new revolution, as-
suring that no one can remove the
tents. Lately, he has begun to issue
decisions appointing a number of
[political figures] in certain posts
though such appointments are the
business of the president, particu-
larly positions above the general
manager. All these posts are the
responsibility of the president. He
unilaterally appointed ministers
and their deputies without consul-
tation with the president or any part
of the reconciliation government.

Some say the GPC constantly
lampoons the government be-
cause the prime minister is af-
filiated with another political
party.
During the political crisis, we have
had evident convictions that we
should not fight to hold the author-
ity, and we did not strive to keep
holding it. We were the ones who
worded the Gulf Initiative and were
the first to sign. We want the recon-
ciliation government to stand firm
and restore the situation as it was.
The Qatari havoc did not intend
to topple the historic, political lead-
ership in Yemen. It also wanted to
overthrow all the achievements of
Yemen. We deem the reconciliation
government to be a gain. But what
canbesaid about a governmentlack-
ing in clear development programs
and clear media plans? Everyone
now is contradicting themselves.
The prime minister is the head of
the reconciliation government, but
he deeply wants to display himself
as a revolutionary.

Is there an objection to being
a revolutionary? Many of the
GPC’s associates and Parlia-
ment members sided with the
revolution.

First, we should decide if this was a
revolution or not. If the revolutions
are like this, revolutions then are
nothing but a mess. What happened
in Yemen is shameful.

But the revolution begot the
reconciliation government.
The government did not come be-
cause of the revolution. It emerged
based on our desire to avoid fight-
ing for the purpose of authority.

Former President Ali Abdullah
Saleh refused to sign the Gulf
Initiative four or five times.
Some say international pres-
sure lobbied him to sign.

Let them say whatever they want.
If there was pressure, it was the
United States, the European Union
and some of the Gulf States. But
those on the streets still hold their

places on the streets. They are still
glued to the culture of the streets,
unable to provide one moral model
of theirs as revolutionaries, just
like the great revolutions that have
dominated the world.

You, as the second half of the
government, what have you ac-
complished?

Currently we are attempting to
cultivate the ongoing government
that is not fully acquainted with the
culture of the state administration
and lacking in political agenda. We
endeavor to alleviate the negative
consequences that resulted from a
misuse of power. This is like a holy
task and will mitigate governmen-
tal harm from the country's future
and from its people.

Assuming the current prime
minister is from the GPC, what
can be achieved in the course
of the current situation?

The country's current situation is
not normal. Crises are being pro-
voked. For instance, we used to be
short on power, but the power cuts
were regular. Now, there are people
who sabotage the electricity infra-
structure on purpose.
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The government did
not come because
of the revolution.

It emerged based
on out desire to
avoid fighting for
the purpose of
authority.

Some say the remnants of the
regime intentionally cause the
sabotage of electricity?

You can say whatever, but it seems
that people follow and can absorb.
The tribal groups that attacked
electrical sources during Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh's regime are the ones who
attack electricity today. The opposi-
tion used to instigate tribal groups
in Mareb to attack the electricity
facilities. The opposition came to
control half of the government. Dis-
agreements erupted among them,
and they have been facing one an-
other.

In your opinion, who is sabo-
taging the electricity?

I think the contractors are the first
ones who take advantage of the
electricity breakdowns. The tribes
who were employed against Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, today pressure those
who taught them the art of sabo-
tage. Now the tribes want money to
guard the electricity lines.

Throughout your speech it is
evident that you do not recog-
nize the revolution in Yemen.
You, yourself, also do not recognize
it.

I am neutral.

If there was a revolution in Yemen,
we would have never seen people in
the political system such as the Al-
Ahmer family and the Basindawa
family. These are the flippers that
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“The conflict over public jobs will demolish the country,” Al-

Soufi said.

have grown on the margins of the
regime. Now they are in the front of
the political scene.

I don’t think Ali Mohsen, the son
of Al-Ahmer and many others have
an atom of the revolutionary spirit.
These people held their positions
during the former regime; they
were corrupt. Now they are revolu-
tionaries.

The world has two different
ideas about the events in the
Syria. The majority of coun-
tries say it is a revolution ex-
cept some nations like Iran,
China and Russia. However,
the entire world agrees that
what is happening in Yemen is
a revolution.

Give me an example that the world
you just mentioned produced. You
call the uprising that happened in
Yemen a revolution, but I'll provide
three pieces of evidence to prove it
wrong.

First, those troublemakers,
mainly of the Muslim Brother-
hood and whomever they attracted
to the Change Squares such as the
remnant leftists, cannot set a new
strategy for change. They borrowed
their main slogan (Leave) from the
Egyptians. So they lack a cultural
and national view that belongs to
Yemen.

Second, The Gulf Initiative didn’t
describe what Yemen underwent as
a revolution or a call to a change in
power, but rather talked about it as
a political impasse.

Third, the Security Council’s
resolution numbered 2014, deemed
what Yemen is witnessing a political
crisis that must be solved by bring-
ing those conflicting parties closer
together.

But the revolutionary people
say former President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh was ousted by
virtue of the revolution and
not due to the Gulf Initiative?
Prior to the so called revolution,
Saleh had decided to leave office
at the time he introduced the last
constitutional amendments that
reduced the presidential term from
7 years to 5. I advised him to make
a decision that would pave the way
for a peaceful transfer of power.

Saleh said, in an audio clip
aired on Yemen Channel, af-
ter the explosion that targeted
him in Al-Nahdin Mosque that
the incident was of no relation
to the so called revolution.
Isn’t this an acknowledgement
of the revolution?

Focus on the termn, “so called,”
which means what they deem a
revolution. So far we continue to
use the word “sandwich,” without
being able to translate it accurately
to Arabic. You deem it revolution
because the people in the change
squares called it so. In fact, it was a
political coup led by the Joint Meet-
ing Parties (JMPs) and backed by
the EU and U.S. Ambassadors to
Yemen, but we accepted it.

How do you in the General

People’s Congress (GPC) eval-
uate the government’s perfor-
mance?

The Muslim Brotherhood pays at-
tention only to how they can control
government facilities and give the
remains to the Nasserites, Social-
ists and Al-Haq Parties. The con-
flict over public jobs will demolish
the country.

But even previous govern-
ments were in chaos?

Before the heavily-financed upris-
ing, which caused much bloodshed,
the people never resented the situ-
ation. Even if there was corruption
in government facilities, they were

stable. People felt that they belonged
to a real country, but now there is
neither state nor political parties.
Even the public issue of change has
turned to an issue of one party look-
ing for jobs and wealth. Consider the
current situation in the Ministry of
Education and see how students
stop studying and how a principal’s
post can cause disagreements.

If you asked the revolution-
ary youth, would they say that
even during previous govern-
ments, they didn’t study?

I want to meet other revolutionary
people like you. Do they have a cer-
tain place or address where I can
pay them a visit?

You can find them in change
squares.

I only know Foa’ad Dahaba, secu-
rity guards of the Islah, who man-
age the squares — and Al-Anesi, and
Tawkol Karman. If these are the
people you mean, I advise you to re-
consider your job as a broadcaster
because they aren’t revolutionary
people and will never be.

The above-mentioned people
are leaders in the Sana’a’s
Change Square.

You can call them whatever you
want, but don’t ask me to agree with
what you say.

Itis said that Yemen was at the
end of the list in several fields
before establishing the cur-
rent government, but you have
been criticizing the current
government since it started
working about a year ago?

They didn’t start the process anew
because it was there before. All
they were supposed to do is to make

amendments. They have never un-
derstood that the development pro-
cess must take us somewhere, or
at least they couldn’t maintain the
previous situation.

Yemen is considered the top
country in the Middle East in terms
of its legislative structure. Telecom-
munication services in Yemen are
the best in comparison to all Arab
countries - pluralism, democracy
and freedom of the press are all
found in Yemen. We exerted efforts
to extract our national wealth and
develop the country. It is not nec-
essary that Yemenis be first, it is
an honor for them to struggle and
enhance their country in spite of a
shortage in resources.

Going back to democracy,
some say that Saleh remained
in power for over three de-
cades wouldn't have left office,
had it not been for the popular
revolution?

Saleh remained a president for 33
years not due to the absence of de-
mocracy but because people found
in him what they needed. The Mus-
lim Brotherhood and Socialists
counted on him and were satisfied
with him. He is the man who was
able to meet all the conflicting po-
litical components in this country.
However, the so called revolution-
ary powers couldnt introduce a
person they all agree on and who is
respected by all Yemenis.

What about Faisal Bin Sham-
lan, who the JMPs introduced
to compete with Saleh in the
2006 elections?

Look at the weak number of votes
he received. Consequently, Saleh’s
popularity remained as it is, and he
was supported by many people.
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expresses its warmest congratulations to

The European Union
and the Ambassador to Yemen
MICHELE CERVONE D'URSO
on the occasion the European Union

winning the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize.
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Announcing the Rural English Teacher Training Fellowship Program

On behalf of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Embassy in Sanaa,
AMIDEAST Aden is pleased to announce the Rural English Teacher Training
Fellowship Program. The Rural English Teacher Training Fellowship Program is a
competitive fellowship funded by the U.S. Embassy in Sanaa and administered by
AMIDEAST. The program seeks to support select graduates of Yemen’s public
universities’ Faculty of Education English Departments to improve their English
language skills and, most importantly, to enhance their teaching skills and
methodology in a nurturing and professional environment. Application forms may be
obtained by calling the program assistant at AMIDEAST Aden or downloaded from:
http://sdrv.ms/P6vT8a. Completed applications must be received at AMIDEAST Aden
or by email or fax no later than Wednesday, November 21, 2012.

Qualified applicants must:

1. Be a recent B.A. graduate in English language teaching (must have
graduated within the last five years);

2. Be aresident in a rural area outside of Yemen’s main cities;

3. Have a minimum final score of Good;

4. Be able to commit for a two-year period (2012-2014)

Complete applications submissions must include:

Fellowship application form;

Resume;

University transcripts;

One letter of recommendation from an instructor to assess academic level;

A reference from Agal Al-Hara that confirms the applicant is from the
community.

o=

The deadline for receiving the application is Wednesday, November 21, 2012.
Only accepted candidates will be contacted for interviews.

For more information or to receive an application by fax or email, please contact
AMIDEAST Aden.

Phone: 02-235069/70/71 Ext. 109.

Email: it aden@amideast.org
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A complete array of inovative integrate

In security you will always seek

integraten
Ol ons

solutions to satisfy the great demands on
automation and computerized services.

dal-Prock ‘%\\\

We provide the following solutions/services:

(' oPICA

High resolution survellance systems

- Time Attendance System, CCTV System, Access
Control System, Van Sales, Account System, E-Inventory,
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IP Cameras
Digital video recorders

Sana’a, Moqadisho Street. PO BOx: 12176, Mobile: +967 733430301, 733581244,
Tel: 537968 Fax: 471669, Email: betasys@yemen.net.ye, marketing@betasysit.com

Pharmacy System, Biometric Authentication System, Bsys
Barcode systems, and many other systems tailored - For Information
according to our clients needs. g Technology
-
L ; L]
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Promising Excellent Service for E

nt for well known multinational companies:

‘FMCTechnoIogies

Smith Meters / LACT Units/
ULTRASONIC Meters

MURPHY )

Frank W Murphy

Solar Turbines

A Caterpitlar Company

'FMCTechnologies

Fluid Control Fiftings/Pumps/
Invaico /Manifolds

=2 Consolidated

Safety valves & Pressure Relief valves

'FMCTechnologies

Marine & Truck Loading
Arms & Systems

R Volgaburmash
Drill bits & drill pipe tool joints

= Masoneilan

Control Valves

Petrofac
Mechanical Srvs.
Honeywell Enraf
Tank gauging & Inventory system
BIOKUBE

Purification

SEVE RN Power, Desalination &
I'RENT Coastal Seawater
DE NORA _ Elgetrochlorination

‘FMCTechnologies

Chiksan / WECO /
Dynetor products

N Turbine
xrrr? ()vcrhauling

sSclco

Pumps & Dosing Systems

First Calibration & Maintenance workshop for flow meters in accordance with API Standards

- Certified by SGS.

RECYCLE & REUSE of wastewater for Qilfield camps, Office buildings & Residential apartments
- mobile & fixed systems for 3-3000 persons are available.

Professional Services: Reconditioning, Overhauling, Drilling Equipments Engineering & Fabrication,
Facility Maintenance, In-field Support, Manpower supply, Rewinding of Motors & Alternators.

GoRzON,

SANAA, REPUBLIC OF YEMEN Tel. 967-1-421508, Fax. +967-1-421514

Email: info@hacs-yemen.com website: www.hacs-yemen.com
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