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National Dialogue Conference’s
share distribution decided

Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, 28 Nov. — The shares of
political parties and other groups
participating in the National Dia-
logue Conference (NDC) have
finally come out. After around
a week delay and UN Secretary
General’s Special Advisor on Ye-
men Jamal Benomar holding off
the Security Council briefing three
times, Benomar finally managed
to obtain the political players con-
sensus before proposing the seat
distribution in the conference.

Before announcing the numbers
to members of the Preparatory
Committee for the National Dia-
logue Conference on Wednesday
evening, he emphasized that there
is no one formula that would solve
this issue and there is no one so-
lution that would please all.

The numbers give 50 percent
to Yemenis from the south, 30
percent for women and 20 per-
cent for youth. Additionally 62
seats of the participants will be
allocated for President Hadi to fill
in the gaps and add figures from
the community as well as other
entities such as marginalized, re-
ligious minorities, handicapped,
artists, displaced persons, emi-
grants, businessmen, new parties,
academics, religious leaders and
SO on.

“I don’t want to go to the Secu-
rity Council without this issue re-
solved,” he said regarding the seat
allocations. “They would then ask
me why there is no progress and
who is holding Yemen’s transition
back and I would have to answer.
Then instead of celebrating the

one year anniversary of the GCC
agreement signing, the Security
Council would have taken other
measures.”

The working mechanism of the
NDC stipulates that there should
be a 90 percent consensus before
any decision is passed. According
to Benomar’s suggested distribu-
tion no party or alliance has that
90 percent share.

The delay in the seats distribu-
tion was because the former re-
gime’s General People’s Congress
party was not happy that the Joint
Meeting Party’s which was its
equal partner in signing the GCC
initiative and in the coalition’s
government could get a higher
representation if it was to enter
the conference as independent
parties and not a coalition, a deci-
sion that was already made clear
by the JMP parties. However,
Benomar explained that it is not
mentioned anywhere in the GCC
initiative or in its implementing
mechanism that the JMP should
enter the dialogue as a coalition
and hence, it reserves the right to
enter as independent parties.

Had the political players not
agreed on Benomar’s solution the
distribution would have become
the responsibility of president
Hadi.

With this major point in the
preparation of the NDC resolved,
it is likely that the preparatory
committee conclude its work next
week, hence allowing the logisti-
cal preparation of the national
dialogue to start in preparation
for the six-month conference to
be launched as soon as possible.

Number

GPC and alliance 112
Islah 50
Yemeni Socialist Party 87
Nasserite Party 30

5 political parties currently in the
government: Arab Socialist Ba>ath
Party, Yemeni Unionist Party, Popu-

20, each party four

pointed by President Hadi)

lar Union Forces, National Council, L
Al-Haq party

Hirak (Southern Movement) 85
Houthis 35
Independent Youth 40
Women othe.r .than th9§e represent- 40
ed in the political entities

Civil society 40
Rashad Party (Salafi) 7
Justice and Construction 7
Other groups and social figures (ap- 62

Total

565
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Saudi diplomat,
Yemeni guard shot
on 50 Meters Road

Nadia Haddash

SANA’A, Nov. 28 — A Saudi dip-
lomat and his Yemeni guard died
at approximately noon Wednes-
day when unknown armed men
opened fire on their vehicle as it
traveled on Fifty Meters Road in
Sana’a.

Mohammed Al-Maweri, the In-
terior Ministry’s Information Offi-
cer, said Khaled Sabtan Al-Enizi, a
security officer with the Saudi mili-
tary attaché, and his Yemeni guard
Jalal Mubarak Shaiban, were shot
dead in an armed attack by anony-
mous men. Al-Maweri said inves-
tigations are ongoing to discover
who the perpetrators were and to

learn more details.

The Yemeni government con-
demned the killing of Al-Enizi and
Shaiban by what they called “the
bullets of criminal elements in
Sana’a.”

The Saudi diplomatic delega-
tion recently intensified security
around its headquarters and
around the homes of diplomats
following threats to target them.

In March, Saudi diplomat Ab-
dullah Al-Khaledi was abducted
from Aden. He continues to be
held by Al-Qaeda.

The Yemen Times tried to con-
tact the Saudi embassy in Sana’a,
but the embassy declined to an-
swer questions.
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Yemen marks 45th anniversary of
ending British colonization in south

Ahmed Dawood

SANA’A, Nov. 28 — On Friday, Ye-
menis will commemorate the revolu-
tion that drove the British colonizers
out of Aden on Nov. 30, 1967, after
an occupation that lasted 129 years.

The anniversary comes at a time
when divisions between southerners
has reached new heights, with some
supporting the continued unity be-
tween north and south Yemen and
participation in the National Dia-
logue Conference (NDC) and others
calling for a complete secession of
the south from the north.

Those who call for separation rep-
resent multiple factions of the South-
ern Movement, the most prominent
political group in the south.

However, the majority of those
who support the unity and partici-
pation in the NDC are affiliates with
the Islah Party, one of the biggest
political parties in Yemen.

Ali Salem Al-Beidh, the former
president of South Yemen, delivered
a speech prior to Friday’s celebration
that called on the Security Council
to recognize the southern right to an
independent state.He called on the
Security Council to send interna-
tional troops to supervise the sepa-
ration process, asserting that the
south is still occupied by the north
of Yemen.

In Aden, Southern Movement fac-
tions issued a statement calling on
residents of Lahj, Abyan and Dalea’
to gather Friday in the Al-Orood
Square in Aden.

According to the statement, the
gathering aims to unify the south-

]

Southerners prepare to celebrate the anniversary of the Brit-

ish occupation’s end in 1967.

erners and to boycott the NDC, now
rescheduled for mid-December.

Bassam Al-Qadi, a leader of the
Southern Movement, said the pro-
test shows the southerners’ determi-
nation to regain their country just as
they liberated themselves from Brit-
ish colonization. He said he hopes
all southerners will flock to Aden to
attend the celebration that calls for
secession.

On the other side, the Coordina-
tion Council of the Southern Revo-
lutionary Powers, a council support-
ed by the Islah Party, called on all
residents of Aden to participate in a
march Friday starting from a square
near Aden Mall to Freedom Square
in Crater of Aden.

This march aims to reassure the
country of the south’s agreement to
participate in the NDC and to main-
tain national unity.

Abdullah Sa’ad, a member of the
Coordination Council of the South-
ern Revolutionary Powers, empha-
sized the importance of strengthen-
ing national unity, saying there is
no difference between people of the
south and the north as they all be-
long to Yemen.He said the dialogue
is the only way out of all problems
that Yemen is plagued with and that
these issues affect both the north
and the south.

Journalist Basim Al-Katheri ex-
pected confrontations to break out
between the Southern Movement
and the Coordination Council of the
Southern Revolutionary.

He said the Southern Movement
has a majority and won'’t allow oth-
ers to rise above it. He said the only
way to prevent confrontations is for
each party to hold its celebration in
a separate place.

Child recruitment for armed
conflicts a ‘large-scale” problem

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA’A, Nov. 28 — At a press con-
ference on Wednesday, Layla Zo-
roki, the Special Representative of
the U.N Secretary-General, said the
U.N. is increasingly concerned with
the volume of children involved in
armed conflict.

She said the U.N. aims to end vio-
lations against children in Yemen,
asserting that they are monitoring
those responsible for child soldier
recruitment. Zoroki said children’s
rights violators would be referred to
the International Criminal Council,
adding that she met with President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi and
other politicians to outline the situ-
ation of children affected by armed
conflicts in Yemen.

Zoroki said she went to Sa’ada and
discussed the problem with parties
involved in recruiting children in
armed conflict. She discussed how
the problem greatly affects chil-
dren, saying she received positive
reactions from some groups like the
Houthis and other tribes.

According to a report issued the
General Assembly of the Security
Council last year there continue to

be gross violations against children
in Yemen, with child recruitment
for armed conflicts being a particu-
larly large-scale problem.

“As many as 159 children were
killed in Yemen during 2011 and
363 others were injured,” Zoroki
said.

According to the report, many
children in Yemen join a diverse
range of armed groups including
the Republican Guards, military
heckpoints, groups in Zinjibar and
Khnafar and the Houthis in Sa’ada.

During a meeting with Zoroki
and her delegation, Hadi ordered
all political powers not to recruit
children less than 18.

Eliminating child recruitment in
the military and unifying the mili-
tary leadership will be the base of
the military restructuring, accord-
ing to Zoroki.

“Armed conflict wont stop if
child recruitment doesn’t stop, and
this will be a great problem for the
upcoming generations,” she said.

Jerry Farrell, the country direc-
tor for Save the Children told the
Yemen Times, “We support and ap-
plaud the Yemeni government’s ef-
forts to stop the recruitment of chil-

Photo by Ali Abu Lohoom

Children are particularly
vulnerable to recruitment by
military groups.

dren into armed groups in Yemen.
This is very challenging to carry out
during a time of profound political
and cultural transition,”

“We also support the govern-
ment’s efforts to pass appropriate
legislation, and more importantly,
implement this legislation at the
governorate and local level.”

Government imposes motorcycle
regulations in major Yemeni cities
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A crackdown on motorcycle use has created controversy amongst bike users. Many have
called on the government to rethink the new curfew.

Story and photos by
Ashraf Al-Muraqab

SANA’A, Nov. 28 — On Tuesday,
the Yemeni government initiated
steps towards implementing a
ban on using motorcycles in ma-
jor cities like Sana’a, Aden, Yaiz
and Makkala between 7 p.m. and
6 a.m. The ban would also seek to
prevent motorcycles use in unsuit-
able weather conditions.

Qais Al-Eryani, the General
Manager of Traffic in Sana’a, told
the Yemen Times that the ban
would be implemented over a three
month period. He said that motor-
cyclists inability to commit to traf-
fic regulations caused the govern-
ment to issue this decision.

Al-Eryani indicated that if the
decision was implemented im-
mediately, there would be a huge
improvement in the behavior of
motorcyclists. He added, “The gov-

ernment should concentrate on
locating and regulating motorbike
merchants and smugglers as they
represent a major part of the prob-
lem.”

According to the state-run Saba
news agency, the cabinet listened
to the results of a ministerial com-
mittee that was headed by the In-
terior Minister. The committee
was tasked with preparing a report
about the use of motorbikes and
the procedures needed to regulate
their usage throughout governor-
ates in Yemen.

The agency said the committee’s
report produced a recommenda-
tion list of specific procedures for
using motorbikes. It also suggest-
ed the creation of a database of
all motorcycles and specified they
should have registration plates fit-
ted within the three-month proba-
tion period.

The cabinet ordered the Interior

Minister in coordination with the
Ministry of Industry and Trade and
the Customs Authority to take the
necessary procedures to regulate
the importation of motorbikes.

Mahir Qaed, a motorcyclist,
said this decision will aggravate
the problems and suffering of
the youth, adding that the major-
ity of the motorcyclists depend on
motorcycles as their main form
of transport for work. Qaed said
that without the use of a motor-
cycle marginalized segments of
the population will be unable to
make a living for themselves and
their families, calling the decision
unfair.

“If the government prevents us
using motorcycles from 7 p.m. un-
til 6 a.m., the youths’ suffering will
increase,” he said, calling on the
government to rethink the curfew
and make it from 9 p.m. until 6
a.m.

Houthis and OCP on way to
reaching peace agreement

Parliament to form new oversight
committee for prison detainees

Amira Nasser

SANAA, Nov. 28 — Parliament’s
Freedom and Human Rights Com-
mittee formed a special subcommit-
tee Monday that will be responsible
for monitoring new and old cases of
prisoners and those who have gone
missing.

Parliamentarian, Abdul-Karim
Shaiban, took the lead in form-
ing this new division, but said that
details and logistics are still being
worked out.

Shawqi Al-Qadhi, a member who
has been assigned to the newly-
formed committee, said the previ-
ous group entrusted to deal with
this issue was comprised of 17 mem-
bers. However, Al-Qadhi, who was

also a member of the old committee,
said that a vast majority of members
were uninterested and most com-
mittee meetings had around five
participants.

“Any decision from that commit-
tee is illegal because it didn’t have
the presence of half of its members,”
he said.

Based on previous experiences
with forming new committees, Al-
Qadhi says the coming sessions of
Parliament will present challenges
to nail down an agenda for the sub-
group.

He added that the committee will
not be the exclusive government
body that will be monitoring infor-
mation regarding detainees. The
Cabinet, the Ministry of Interior and

the President’s office are also offi-
cially responsible to follow prison-
ers’ cases, he said.

Abdul-Karim Thoa’eel, the head of
the General Council of Yemeni Rev-
olutionary Detainees expressed his
frustration with the old committee.
He said there were many issues that
they never dealt with like the fact
that prominent government officials
were prohibited from visiting politi-
cal security prisons and other jails.

“The Minister of Human Rights
was prevented from visiting political
security prisoners,” he said.

“I demand to be a member of the
[newly] formed Parliament commit-
tee, so as to represent the council as
an informed body regarding 2011
detainees,” he added.

Ahmed Dawood

SANAA, Nov. 28 — The Opposi-
tion Coalition Parties (OCP) said
they reached to an agreement with
Houthi movement supporters to
establish a coordination com-
mittee on both sides to settle any
rifts.

In a press statement released
Wednesday, the OCP said the two
parties agreed on the refusal of the
provocative sectarian language
being used because such words
would hurt the country during the
delicate transition and render fur-
ther conflicts.

The OCP and the Houthi move-
ment condemned Saturday’s
bombing attack on Zaidi locals in
Zahrat Al-Madaen hall in Sana’a,
which left three dead and many
others injured. The two sides both
called the attack a threat to the so-
cial peace and the unity of Yemen.

Mohammed Nasser Al-Bukhai-
ti, a representative for Houthis
supporters, said what happened
between them and the OCP is not
quite an ultimate agreement.

He said there were many meet-
ings held between the two sides
during the past few weeks, and fu-
ture meetings will be held in order

to further address and solve their
disagreements.

Al-Bukhaiti said Houthis are
committed to stopping the media
provocation, and they ordered
their followers in media outlets to
be committed to the truce.

The meeting was attended by
leading political figures, including
Abdulwahab Al-Anisi, who rep-
resented the Islah Party, and Dr.
Yaseen Saeed Noman, who repre-
sented the Socialist Party.

Dr. Ahmed Sharf Al-Deen and
journalist Abdulkareem Al-Khi-
wani were in attendance to repre-
sent the Houthis.
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Nonnative animals threaten indigenous life on Socotra

YT photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Imported, diseased animals could wipe out native species on the island, according to
environmental experts.

Amal Al-Yarisi

ocated in the Indian

Ocean, 220 miles from

Yemen's mainland,

the island of Socotra

Archipelago has long
been regarded as one the wealthi-
est landmasses in terms of biodi-
versity. Experts agree that a major-
ity of animal life there is yet to be
discovered and categorized, earn-
ing its title as a "natural historic
museum.”

Due to the island's isolation, "the
animals living on Socotra are free
of epidemic diseases,” according to
Mahmoud Mohammed Abdulrah-
man, head of the Yemen Organiza-
tion for Animal Protection. How-

ever, this untouched environment
was recently threatened when ap-
proximately 30 goats were brought
to the island via a military plane
from Sana’a Airport. Although the
entry of all foreign plants and ani-
mals are banned from the Socotra,
animals like these goats can be ad-
mitted if they are used specifically
for their meat and not allowed to
breed. This is only permitted on
the condition the animals are test-
ed by agricultural labs, which the
goats were not.

This is very worrisome for Ab-
dulrahman, who says a whole host
of problems could result if these
animals were carrying diseases.
The island could lose its status as
an international nature reserve,

Photo courtesy of Waleed Abdullah
e ?

Photo courtesy of Waleed Abdullah
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Socotra is often regarded as one of the most important sites
biodiversity.

Local residents work to preserve Socotra’s unique ecosystem by keeping invasive species out.
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not to mention the
potential spread of
hazardous germs and
viruses that could
completely upset
equilibrium on the
island.

Although Ahmed
Saeed Sulaiman, the
manager of the Gen-
eral Authority of En-
vironment Protection
in Socotra, said they
were informed of the
entrance of "some
animals" to theisland
on a military plane, it
is unclear where the
breakdown in proce-
dure took place.

There is an inves-
tigation pending. No
one could comment
on the current status
of the goats.

Suliaman said the
General Authority of

Environment Protec-
tion was established
to defend the island
against such incidents
that could spoil the land's diver-
sity.

Local residents also have a stake
in keeping their island free of for-
eign invasions. Ahmed Adeeb,
who works at a nursery on Socotra,
reiterated the devastating effects
that unfamiliar germs brought to
the island could have. He called it
a "very dangerous matter."

In 2000, Socotra was officially
included on UNESCO's list of in-
ternational nature reserves. In
2008, it was categorized as an in-
ternational heritage site.

Despite the island's latest scare,
Abdulrahman says they are work-
ing to preserve the island's beauty,
magic and purity.
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USAID helps rehabilitate Sana’a schools

Students gathered at Ruqia School in Sana’a to launch the new rainwater collection system. They also spent time in classrooms learning about water efficiency given Yemen’s water scarcity.

Story and photos by
Ashraf Al-Muraqab

he U.S. Agency for
International  Devel-
opment (USAID) or-
ganized a festival to
celebrate the conclu-
sion of a U.S. government-funded
project to rehabilitate seven Sana’a
schools by better preparing them

to effectively use water.

The celebration was held in Ruq-
ia School in Sana’a, and Minister
of Education Dr. Abdulrahaman
Al-Ashwal and representatives of
USAID attended.

The project, which focused
on the issue of water scarcity in
Sana’a and in Yemen, implement-
ed rooftop rainwater and collec-
tion systems and tanks. The water

collected from the low roofs dur-
ing rainfall is transferred to water
tanks to be later used. These sys-
tems harvest rainwater for each
school’s gardens and restrooms.

The goal of rooftop water har-
vesting is to save water that would
otherwise be wasted through run-
off or evaporation.

Robert Wilson, the director of
USAID in Yemen, said these proj-

ects are in-line with cooperation
initiatives between the American
and Yemeni governments to re-
solve water problems in Yemen.

“Given the critical water short-
age issue that Yemen is facing,
there is a serious need for water
conservation and management
techniques such as rainwater har-
vesting.”

The rainwater collection tech-

nique is an easy, cheap way for
collecting water from low roofs,
which could result in many advan-
tages, he said.

During the past -eighteenth
months, 69 schools nationwide
were rehabilitated, and 17 more
schools will have water collection
systems installed.

Al-Ashwal told the Yemen Times
that the school organized the fes-

tival to help teach students about
methods for preserving water and
about advantages of rainwater col-
lection. Based on expert opinions,
the festival addressed how to take
advantage of rainwater in Sana’a,
as it is threatened by a drought.

Al-Ashwal said educating youth
on important issues facing the
country is the way toward build-
ing a new Yemen.
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Abdullaziz Dhafer
Translated from Al-Tagheer
(Yemen)

Al-monitor.com

First published Nov. 27

o one can deny the key

role played by Saudi

Arabian King Abdul-

lah Bin Abdul Aziz,

Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf countries in general to prevent
the outbreak of civil war in Yemen
last year. The Gulf Initiative was
the lever used by the Saudi leader-
ship to do so.

Although the Gulf Initiative was
initially a proposal made by the for-
mer president of Saudi Arabia and
Gulf countries as a political exit to
help Yemeni President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh avoid the fate of former
Egyptian President Hosni Muba-
rak and former Tunisian President
Zine Abidine Ben Ali, it does not
change the fact that Saudi Arabia
is the actual godfather of the Gulf
Initiative.

I believe that the most important
and positive aspect about the Gulf
Initiative is that it emphasizes the
unity of Yemen and the need to pre-
serve it, in addition to emphasizing
the international community’s sup-
port for a unified and stable Ye-
men.

Thus, the initiative helped to
crystallize a clear and explicit re-
gional and international position
on Yemen after the February 2011

o6

There is no
doubt that Saudi
Arabia played

a key role in

this remarkable
international
position on the
unity of Yemen.

revolution, and tried to cut off all
secessionist attempts early on. In
theory, it placed those who advocat-
ed for secessionist projects into the
category of hinderers of the politi-
cal settlement. It is also a basic ref-
erence on which the United Nations
Security Council based resolutions
2014 and 2051 and statements is-
sued regarding the situation in Ye-
men, all of which emphasized the
unity of Yemen.

There is no doubt that Saudi
Arabia played a key role in this
remarkable international position
on the unity of Yemen. This is not
a strange position from the king-
dom, which has, through its senior
leaders and official statements, re-
peatedly stated its support and ad-
herence to the concept of a single,
stable Yemen.

Moreover, the Arabism and na-
tionalism of King Abdullah are
known to all. His participation in
the celebrations of our country’s
Unity Day in Aden years ago con-
firms his strong support for Yeme-
ni unity. The same goes for Crown
Prince Salman. In his first meeting
with a Yemeni delegation headed by
Dr. Abdul Aziz Bin Habtoor, presi-
dent of the University of Aden, after
becoming crown prince, he called

for upholding and preserving the
unity of Yemen as an important as-
set for the Yemeni people, as well as
the Arab and Islamic nation.

Despite Saudi Arabia’s indirect
support for Yemen’s secessionists
in the 1994 civil war (which was
due to the Yemeni position on the
occupation of Kuwait at the time),
Sheikh Abdullah’s statements in
his memoirs about King Fahd — in
which he urged him in a meeting
they had during the war to quick-
ly resolve the battle due the great
pressure he was being subjected to
— shows that the Saudi leadership
considers the unity of Yemen as a
strategic asset for the kingdom, and
a way to ensure its vital interests
and maintain security and stability
in the region and the world.

The way some branches of the
[Saudi] ruling family dealt with
the secessionist leaders, particu-
larly in the recent period, gives an
impression to many that there is a
huge gap between the public Saudi
support for Yemeni unity and what
is happening on the ground, in the
sense that there are some ambigui-
ties that need to be clarified by the
brothers in Saudi Arabia to clear
off the confusion. These include:

— It is known that the main
funding for the secessionist mo-
bility forces in Yemen comes from
expatriate businessmen and trad-
ers living in Saudi Arabia. Yet, the
Saudi government has not taken
real steps to dry up funding for the
mobility. It also did not take any
measures against the active mobil-
ity leaderships living on its soil like
Abdul Rab al-Naqib, for example.

— Unlike the Sultanate of Oman
— which revoked the citizenship of
former President of South Yemen
Ali Salem al-Bid and asked him to
leave its territories when he decided
in 2009 to resume political activity
— Riyadh did not take any action
against prominent mobility leaders
who carry Saudi citizenship and
reside on its soil like Al-Asnaj, Al-
Jafri and Al-Attas. This is despite
the fact that those personalities,
particularly Attas, had stepped up
their suspicious activity and move-
ments against Yemeni unity since
the end of last year.

Although the Saudi leadership
is keen on ensuring the success of
the political settlement and imple-
menting the Gulf Initiative, and is
aware that exerting pressure and
threatening both parties of the cri-
sis with international sanctions was
the main reason for the success of
the political settlement until now,
the kingdom has so far not shown
any willingness to use its influence
with the most prominent leaders of
the secessionist movement at home
and abroad, and try to pressure
them to persuade them to partici-
pate in the national dialogue con-
ference and abandon their impos-
sible terms.

This is despite the fact that this
rejection has actually become the
main obstacle to holding the con-
ference and major threat to the
success of the political settlement
as a whole.

If the calls of Abdul Rahman
Al-Jafari, Haidar Al-Attas and Ali
Nasser, who receives 10,000 Saudi
riyals [$2,667] per month from the
Special Committee, as claimed by
Al-Shari newspaper — for federal-
ism and self-determination [as a
means] to resolve the Southern is-
sue was an excuse for Saudi Arabia
not to intervene to put pressure on
these leaders, then the situation
changed days ago.

Attas, Jafri, and Hassan Baoum
(whom Riyadh recently succeeded
to polarize and used to divide the
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Southern Mobility Movement coun-
cil and to weaken Bid’s pro-Iranian
current) announced in Cairo on
Nov. 17 that they reached a political
agreement that calls for secession
and abandons [the call for] federal-
ism. Although this position totally
contradicts the Gulf Initiative and
the Saudi position, Saudi Arabia
has so far ignored the matter as if
it did not concern it or has lost con-
trol over these worn-out leaders,
which it has always manipulated by
remote control.

That is not all. Some suspect that
the recent rapprochement between
Baoum and the Nasser-Attas cur-
rent, and Jafri’s sudden decision to
join them, was premeditated by Ri-
yadh as part of its efforts to curtail
the gulf iniative.

This is especially true since
Baoum said in a statement before
leaving for Cairo that he met while
receiving treatment in Saudi Ara-
bia months ago the then Minister
of the Interior Prince Ahmed Bin
Abdul Aziz, a meeting that was far
from innocent.

Unconfirmed information leaked
by sources close to Baoum suggests
that the latter met with Prince Mo-
hammed Bin Nayef, the current
interior minister, during his stay
in Saudi Arabia and that the meet-
ing may have resulted in a deal
whereby Prince Mohammed gave
Baoum a check worth $10 million
as a down payment.

Although the details of the deal
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It is important
that Riyadh
realizes that
supporting self-
determination
in the South
means accepting
succession.

are not known, the coup led by
Baoum against Bid once the lat-
ter returned home was part of the
terms of the deal.

I believe that if the information
on the deal is true, then Baoum will
no longer accept money as a reward
for his staging a coup against Bid,
but he may have other demands.
The important question to ask here
is: What is the political reward re-
quested by Baoum from Prince Mo-
hammed?

Are there promises by the prince
to seek, for instance, to convince
the king and crown prince to re-
consider Saudi Arabia’s position
on Yemeni unity, or at least to not
interfere to block a likely external
direction to pressure, through the
national dialogue conference, the
interlocutors to accept granting the
South the right to self-determina-
tion?

The aforementioned Cairo Dec-
laration reinforces this argument.
I believe that what Attas, Baoum
and Jafri agreed on is a mere tacti-
cal move made by these leaders be-
fore officially announcing approval
of participating in the national dia-
logue as the sole representative of
the mobility that is recognized by
the international mediators, with

the conclusive exclusion of Bid’s
stream.

Thus, these leaders deliberately
raised the bar of their demands
for federalism with [the right to]
self-determination to secession
before going to the dialogue table,
so they would — in response to the
expected pressure from the media-
tors during the dialogue sessions
— abandon [the demand] for seces-
sion in return for the consent of the
other party on granting the south
the right of self-determination.

If the supposedly Saudi-affiliat-
ed leaders managed to obtain the
right to self-determination at the
dialogue conference with a green
light from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
will have fallen into the trap that
was set up by the secessionist mo-
bility forces and committed a grave
strategic mistake that will soon af-
fect it negatively.

Saudi Arabia has no guarantees
that the public disputes between
the mobility leaders are real differ-
ences, and not just an exchange of
roles that is being skillfully direct-
ed. This is especially true given the
conviction of the various mobility
forces that the only way to persuade
Saudi Arabia to change its firm po-
sition on unity is by exploiting its
fears of the Iranian direction that
aims to find a foothold for Tehran
in the South.

What further supports this argu-
ment is Baoum’s call to the mobility
leaders after its general conference
held in Aden early October to unite
and postpone their differences after
achieving secession, and the many
meetings between Ali Nasser with
Bid, the latest of which was held in
Beirut during the Eid Al-Adha.

Despite the apparent difference
in vision between the two men, it
asserts that they have overcome
their personal antagonism. Fur-
thermore, the Nasser-Attas cur-
rent’s adoption of the demand for
secession and abandoning federal-
ism practically finishes the main
disagreement with Bid’s current.

It is important that Riyadh real-
izes that supporting the self-deter-
mination of the South means ac-
cepting secession.

In light of the deteriorating Ye-
meni economy, the weakness of the
state, and the large number of open
files in addition to the continu-
ous regionalist provocation in the
south against national unity, self-
determination and all these factors
make the secession the most likely
outcome that will come out of any
referendum held in the south.

Going back to secession means
that Saudi Arabia will find itself
in an unenviable position. The fact
that Saudi Arabia is not interven-
ing to curb the separatist figures
that are considered its allies and
is not obstructing the secessionist
plan represents a good opportunity
for the enemies of Saudi Arabia in
the northern provinces who have
resumed their campaign and have
been trying to incite the citizens
against the kingdom.

This also paves the way for the
Houthis (in alliance with the Nas-
serites), the Ba’thists and the so-
cialists to control the north.

Similarly, it is very likely that the
enemies of Saudi Arabia will seize
power in the south. This is due to
the fact that the influence of [Ali
Salim] Al-Bid and his followers
exceeds that of the leaders loyal to
Riyadh in the south, particularly
since the followers of the Yemeni
Socialist Party and the youth forces
will ally with Bid given that Saudi
Arabia has always been considered
a historical enemy as it has sup-
ported Yemen’s unity.
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“To make Yemen a
good world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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OPINION

Mexico

iHola Amigos!

en vivo

recently went to Puebla City, Mexico, where I attended

a conference called, “La Ciudad de las Ideas.” It was an

amazing event. This year the conference was centered

on the theme, “The Magic of ‘If”” The event invited

participants—more than 3,500—to think outside the box
and explore the possibilities of “if.”

What if you never stop questioning? What if you act differently?
What if you think exponentially? What if you live as if you are
never going to fail? What if you expect the unexpected?

Those questions and so many more “what if” questions were
posed that make you think and perhaps change your perspective
on life, or as Andres Roemer, the conference curator says, “Provoke
and invite you to think, create, innovate and, above all, to question

everything.”

The conference brought people from around the world to share
the latest ideas in their respective fields, including psychology,
freedom, medicine, art and even rocket and nuclear science.

What’s interesting is the similarities I found between Mexico
and Yemen. It was the first time I had been to Mexico, but I felt at
home. The people, organizations, participants and citizens were
very nice and friendly. The warmth and interest of the citizens hit

close to home.

Mexico is a developing country with many natural resources
and unexplored wealth—just like Yemen. The two countries are
emerging democracies struggling with high corruption. They both
have influential next door neighbors that have a strong voice in
their internal affairs. They are both stereotyped and characterized
in worldwide media by terrorism or the mafia. We are struggling
with qat, and they have a problem with drugs.

My point is that it is amazing how we can find similarities
between nations despite the distance and the different histories.
We can and should learn from each other and support each other
in our struggle to create a better future for our nations and the

world as a whole.

Additionally, several Southern
Mobility leaders have rejected the
Jeddah Agreement on the demar-
cation of the border, not to mention
the southerners’ deep-seated belief
that Saudi Arabia is behind incit-
ing Hadramaut to secede from the
south.

In recent months, Hadramaut
has been increasingly calling for
disengagement from the south with
the growing activity of the sons of
Sultan Al-Kathiri and other com-
mittees in Hadramaut such as the
League of Hadramaut Forces.

In that sense, Saudi Arabia will
find itself surrounded by a Shiite
crescent and two hostile entities
in the South. It is unenviable that
those two entities will, spurred by
Iran, work on supporting the Shi-
ite rebellion in the south and the
east of the kingdom, particularly
since the atmosphere is receptive
for such a thing with the arrival
of the Arab Spring to monarchical
states such as Jordan, Kuwait and
Bahrain, and the threat the Arab
Spring poses on the ruling regimes
in these countries.

It is also possible that the Arab
spring might reach Saudi Arabia
as the ruling family is occupied
with the illness of King Abdallah
and trying to look for an accept-
able procedure to transfer power to
the younger generation within the
family.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Often, countries seek to impose
influence on the surrounding coun-
tries to maintain their national
security and strategic interests,
which is similar to Saudi Arabia’s
relationship with [Yemen].

Despite the end of the border is-
sue between the two countries after
the signing of Jeddah Agreement,
the elusiveness of the former presi-
dent and his tactics, which contrib-
uted to aggravating the threat of the
Houthis and Al-Qaeda, were two of
the reasons that forced Saudi Ara-
bia to use the south as a pressure
card in a way that would serve its
vital interests.

Unfortunately, it seems that cer-
tain parties within the ruling fam-
ily are still adhering to this policy
despite the fact that the credibility
and seriousness of the Yemeni lead-
ership represented by President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi requires
them to abandon this policy and
provide him with various kinds of
support and assistance to fulfill his
promises, and cooperate with him
to face the common dangers posed
to both countries.

Personally, I am still counting on
the unity and Arabism of King Ab-
dullah and Crown Prince Salman
to carry out direct intervention and
abandon the policy that considers
the south a pressure card that can
be used against Sana’a from time to
time.
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CHF International - Yemen
EASE Program

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

The EASE program focuses on providing humanitarian asszistance to displaced people,
returnees and host communities in the southem governorates of Abyan, Aden, Lahsj,
Taiz. The overarching goal of the EASE program s 1o the meet emergency needs of
internally displaced persons and conflict-affected populations and to arrest the increasing
levels of manutrition through a holistic approach consisting of water, sanitation and
hygiens (WASH), livelihoods interventions, and non-food item (NFI) distributions.

This RFQ iz for the provizion of non-food tems such as foam mattresses, blankets, water
containers, scap, etc for Internally Displaced Persons {IDPs) and host community membars in the
Aden & Lahj governorates. Distribution will take place in cantral areas in Aden and Lahj.

Interested vendors can collect the document by contacting the email address listed
below_ The below information & gualifications must be submitied with the quotation:

Reguired information & gualifications

1- Certified and valid initial check or approved banking guarantee in the mount of 2.5% of total
Quotation, GQuotations don't include a guaraniee valid for at least 60 days will be rejected

2- Valid Commercial Record 1D card

3 Valid Tax ID Card

4- Referencas from NGO and other agencies/clients of previous non-food fem (MFI) waork

5 Company history and office location in Yemen,

CHF reserves the right to visit any interested contractors offices &reject firms considered
to be ungualified for the proposed work,

The last date for proposal submission is Dece 09,2012-12.PM

Accompanying data, background information, Terms of Reference, item specifications and other
requirements for the assignment are available upon request.  For further information about this
(RFQ) please contact

Marwan Radman

Finance and Administration Directar
CHF International — Yeamen

Khour Maksar, Aden

Email marwan@chfyemen.org
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Political changes marked Southern transition

Story by Mohammed Al-Samei
Photo by Ashraf Al-Muraqab

or 129 years, the British

army occupied the south

of Yemen. After this long

period, and following

a continuous struggle,

southerners ended the colonization

of their land and fought to remove

the British from the country. In

1967, four years after the Oct. 14,

1963, revolution, they expelled the
last British soldier from Aden.

Nowadays, Yemenis in the south

and in the north are commemo-

rating the 45th anniversary of the

south’s independence, and they

Aden, a port city in the south of Yemen, was a hub of British activity and colonization up until the
last British soldier was forced out on Nov. 30, 1967.

are outlining the most prominent
changes achieved after the soldiers
left Aden.

Political analysts and those famil-
iar with the south’s history say end-
ing colonization was a key goal of
the October revolution in the south
and the September revolution in the
north. However, opinions vary as
to whether or not the changes that
came after the liberation were posi-
tive or negative.

Khaled Bamadhaf, a Southern
Movement leader, said it’s difficult
to generally speak about the changes
that took place in the south because
multiple positive changes, such as
establishing a national southern en-

tity and an institutional state based
on the rule of law, occurred.

He said the regime, which ruled
over the south after the revolution,
established clear paths for the state
modernization project.

Bamadhaf also said that after the
British left, democracy improved.
According to him, there was a mod-
ern civil system and justice in gov-
ernment facilities, and many servic-
es were provided for residents.

Bamadhaf said the regime in
the south established obvious eco-
nomic and cultural grounds, paid
attention to national issues and the
Palestinian issue, cared for regional
and international interests and bal-

WUNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency

UNHCR Sub-Office Aden,
Building No.(28 &27), Embassies area,
Beside German Consulate, Khormaksar,

Aden, Yemen

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
(RFP/SOADEN/009/12)

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), has an
international mandate to protect refugees and to seek durable solutions to their prob-
lems. UNHCR plays a major role in coordinating aid to refugees, returnees and displaced

persons of concern.

In this context, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR), Sub-Office Aden, Republic of Yemen, invites qualified contractors and companies
to submit a firm offer for the following service to be undertaken in various governorates of

Yemen:

+  Private Security Services in UNHCR locations in North and South of Yemen.
Bidding documents are available for collection during 29t November to 6" of December
2012 from UNHCR Sub-Office Aden, Supply Chain Unit, located at the above-mentioned

address. Tel: 02 235 111; 02 234 406

The bidding procedure and guidelines are provided in the tender documentation.
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The unity was
initially found in the
political life of the
party, but it didn’t
work to develop
these ideas through
intellectual and
political pluralism.
Stagnation within
the party resulted.

anced a peaceful coexistence in the
region.

Adel Ameen, a political analyst,
told the Yemen Times that the So-
cialist Party that ruled over the
south after the independence uni-
fied the divided sultanates created
during British colonization under
one central government and estab-
lished a better central state based
on law and order. Ameen said that
central state was better and stron-
ger than that of the north, adding
that after independence, there was
a law inherited from the British
colonization that eliminated tribal
disputes and revenge.

But despite the positive achieve-
ments that resulted from inde-
pendence, Ameen said there were
some negative developments. For
example, the Southern regime na-
tionalized people’s prosperities, so
local and foreign investors left the
region. Consequently, people relied
on subsidies and salaries from the
government, and the private sector
was entirely undone.

Ameen said the ideas of the ruling
Southern regime stipulated the im-
portance of achieving unity with the
north. The unity was initially found
in the political life of the party, but
it didn’t work to develop these ideas
through intellectual and political
pluralism. Stagnation within the
party resulted.

Ameen said conflicts and bloody
tribal disputes happened between
members of the Socialist Party
and resulted in many Southern-
ers’ deaths. There wasn’t a political
pluralism as was prior to indepen-
dence. There was one totalitarian
party, the Yemeni Socialist Party,
that monopolized authority and
power in the south because govern-
ment was highly centralized, ac-
cording to Ameen.

Journalist Hassan Abdulwareth
told the Yemen Times that the
changes witnessed by southerners
mainly affected their social life.

He said the state of law, order
and institutions was established,
and the state’s sovereignty was im-
posed over the southern governor-
ates. The government provided so-
cial services and free education and
healthcare for everyone.

Abdulwareth, who was born in
Aden, said daily lifestyle changes
occurred, affecting intellectual, cul-
tural and ideological diversity in the
south. He called it a “cultural move-
ment.”

Abdulwareth said there was a bur-
geoning sense of freedom and de-
mocracy after the British left. How-
ever, after 1969, setbacks took hold,
and freedoms, human rights, living
stability, management of public in-
stitutions deteriorated. He also said
unqualified people were appointed
to positions in state facilities.

Basim Al-Husseni, a resident in
Aden, told the Yemen Times that
because of the grandfathers and
fathers who sacrificed their lives to
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Political analysts
and those familiar
with the south’s
history say ending
colonization was
a key goal of the
October revolution
in the south and
the September
revolution in the
north.

combat the colonization, positive
changes took place in the south.
However, as the reality set in, these
changes lessened over time due to a
shortage of resources.

Al-Husseni said there were only
negative changes on the political
level because politicians and lead-
ers of the south paid attention only
to their own interests and ignored
the residents.

As time passed, more and more
fighting broke out between South
Yemen—considered a Marxist na-
tion, and North Yemen. But on May
22, 1990, the Republic of Yemen
was declared, joining the two na-
tions and effectively ending Marxist
rule in the south by establishing a
centralized government in Sana’a,
a city in northern Yemen. Today,
because of the continued tension
between the northern and southern
parts of Yemen, the South Yemen
Movement—which calls for a return
to two separate states—has gained

popularity.
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Republic of Yemen
Council of Ministers

Economic Opportunities Fund (EOF)

Request of Expressions of Interest for Service
Providers from Professional Marketing Company

The Government of Yemen represented by the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation has
received a Grant from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and co-financing
from the Islamic Bank for Development and European Union toward the Economic Opportunities
Fund (EOF). EOF was created by Presidential decree # 183-2010 dated 25/09/2010 as a public-private
partnership working to improve the economic status of poor women and men in rural areas.

The EOF is managing the Economic Opportunities Programme (EOP), a rural development programme,
The goal of the Economic Opportunities Programme (EOP) is to improve the economic status of poor
rural women and men. Its objective is to create sustainable economic opportunities for poor women and
men in the programme areas. (EOP) will stimulate growth and technological improvement of selected
value chains and rural business activities (initially coffee, honey, horticulture); promote linkages
between producers’ organizations and markets through contractual arrangements.

Therefore, the EOP is seeking to contract a “Professional Marketing Company” specialized in marketing
of agricultural commodities through their wide marketing networking at the countries around the world
which known by seeking such EOP’s commodities in a wide demand along a year, in addition to has
an efficient marketing channels/tools for targeting such high value markets at the targeted countries
whether the markets are factories, hypermarkets or big wholesalers.

The marketing process will be developed in close collaboration with the relevant staff of the Economic
Opportunities Fund, EOP’s exporters and other involved stakeholders.

Interested Service providers/firms whether they have their presence at Yemen or not are requested
to submit their expression of interest by providing information that certify that they are qualified to
perform intended services through (brochures, description of similar assignment, experiences in similar
tasks, general qualifications and number of key staff, and so forth.

The “Professional Marketing Company (PMC) will be selected in accordance with the procedures set
out in the IFAD’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by IFAD Guidelines, dated
September 2010 (http://www.ifad.org/).

Interested (PMC) may obtain further information at the address below from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Economic Opportunities Fund (EOF), Sana’a.
Hadda Street, Previous Building of TOTAL Co.

Near German Embassy
Tele: 00 967 433919 / 18

E-mail: hr@eofyemen.org or eofyemen@yahoo.co.uk
website: www.eofyemen.org

The deadline for submitting EOI is December 13th , 2012, 3:00pm
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Yemenis celebrate Independence Day

Amira Nasser and
David Arnold

or many Yemenis, Nov.

30 is simply a day off

from work, provid-

ing an opportunity to

spend time with their
families, attend prayers or indulge
in some hard-earned rest. Yet his-
torically, this day marks the begin-
ning of Yemen's move toward total
independence, representing a time
when no foreign power controlled
Yemeni land and highlighting a de-
fining part of the country's social
memory.

Whilst North Yemen gained its
independence on Nov. 1, 1918, the
South, a territory originally known
by the Romans as Arabia Felix, re-
mained under British rule until
Nov. 30, 1967. With a strategically
important location on the Gulf of
Aden, control of South Yemen pro-
vided Britain with a foothold into
the lucrative spice trade and access
to various trading routes through-
out the world, solidifying their in-
fluence as a global superpower.

South Yemen remained under
British control from 1823, when
the British East India Company
occupied the Port of Aden and
formed the Federation of South
Arabia. Although some governor-
ates, including Hadramaut, de-
clined to join the Federation, they
went on to form a separate Protec-
torate of South Arabia, which also
remained tied to Britain. Whilst
Britain promised both regions in-
dependence in 1968, their style of
colonial rule resulted in the growth
of anti-British sentiment.

The unification of Aden's trade
unions in 1956 provided a platform
for Yemenis to become progres-
sively politicized and to develop a
sense of common national identity,
eventually resulting in the birth of
Southern Yemen's first nationalist
groups. After initiating an armed
struggle against British author-
ity beginning Oct. 14, 1963, these
groups caused the temporary clo-
sure of the Suez Canal in 1967. The
cost of fighting a prolonged war re-
sulted in the gradual withdrawal of
British troops, with Nov. 30 mark-
ing the day the last troop stepped
off Yemeni soil.

For many Yemenis, this day has
been acknowledged as the begin-
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But what is it?

Britain continues to have an impact in Yemen with institutes like the British Council providing support in areas like education and women’s development.

ning of a new, more equal relation-
ship between Yemen and the U.K.

Hala Abdul-Nasser, 21, said by
shaking off British rule, Yemen
was allowed to prove for the first
time its right to self-govern and to
dominate all areas of its national
territory. The significance of Nov.
30 is that Yemenis could show oth-
er countries for the first time that
they were capable of gaining their
own freedom after a violent colo-
nization that existed for more than
125 years.

And yet, not all Yemenis know
the history of the day or consider
it important.

Latifa Taha said she doesn't re-
ally know about the meaning of the
Nov. 30 Independence Day, saying
she is more knowledgeable on the
history of the revolutionary days
in September and October. She
said she considers Nov. 30 as just
another national day for Yemen.

.l I ’:
Wl

Some even go as far as to hark
back for colonial authority. Suhair
Rubasi, 25, said she had no prob-
lem with British soldiers remain-
ing in Aden, as they played an
important role. She argued they
could teach the government how to
organize the city.

The new relationship between
Yemen and the U.K.

Since independence—redefining
the relationship between the colo-
nizer and the colonized—what tan-
gible changes have occurred in the
relationship between Yemen and
Britain?

Nawaf Shamsan, manager at
the British Council in Sana’a, said
Yemen and Britain have entered
a new phase based on mutual re-
spect.

Speaking on the current initia-
tives Britain is involved in, he said,
"The British government provides

Girls celebrate Independence day by creating a collage about what Yemen means to them.

YT photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

support across the board in various
areas in Yemen. Our focus areas
include development, politics, edu-
cation, reform and governance."

Politically, Britain has also
played a significant part in the for-
mation of the National Dialogue
Conference, with "the British Em-
bassy is playing a key role in help-
ing Yemen through the obstacles
and challenges it has faced since
the revolution.”

Speaking on the specifics of the
British Council, Nawaf said that
they "work in three key areas in
Yemen, those being education,
women's development and cultural
endeavors through arts councils."

He said the new government re-
moved many of the barriers that
prevented the British Council from
focusing on these three areas. In
the past, ministries and govern-
ment agencies were unwilling
to implement certain programs.

However, "with the establishment
of the new government, we have
seen a lot of support and keenness
to make sure that the programs do
really reflect the needs of students,
teachers and target audiences."

In addition to reflecting on the
impact of colonialism on Yemen,
Britain has also experienced a
colonial legacy. Yemeni commu-
nities have been established in
Britain since the 1860s, and they
represent some of the oldest Mus-
lim communities in the country.
Bringing a unique mix of cultures
to the U.K., Yemenis have added
depth to British multiculturalism.
Many Yemenis living in the U.K.
celebrate holidays such as the Nov.
30 Independence Day by display-
ing Yemeni flags and hosting par-
ties.

What about the future?
With the end of Ali Abdullah

Saleh’s 33-year dictatorship and
the handing of the presidential
mandate to Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi and the Government of Na-
tional Unity, this Independence
Day provides an opportunity to re-
flect on the past whilst looking to-
ward the future. As Yemen moves
toward the start of the National
Dialogue, a process that will shape
the long-term political vision of the
country and affect the atmosphere
for political change, Nov. 30 takes
on special significance. Although
Yemen continues to face many
challenges during the transitional
period, Independence Day signals
the country’s ability to overcome
adversity and to build sustainable
and positive relationships.

Khalid Al Madhaji, a 277-year-old
from Sana'a, said, "This day proves
that yesterday's problems in Yemen
can change with faith, providing a
strong base for better future.”

A group of youth work on an art project that explores Yemeni culture and history.
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Spanish book reflects on life for
women from outside perspective fiilmmaker unable

to get Dutch visa

Story and photos by
Nadia Haddash

Ithough Yemen does

not have the same

restrictions for fe-

male drivers that

other countries do,

challenges and obstacles remain

for women who get behind the
steering wheel.

The Spanish writer, Pedro Ri-

era recently completed a fiction
story about a 27-year-old Yemeni
girl named Intisar. Am employed
university graduate, Intisar has a
sense of freedom when she drives
a vehicle. Her story, and the sto-
ries of a number of other Yemeni
women, are detailed in the Span-
ish-language book “El Coche de
Intisar,” translated as “Intisar’s
Car.”

Riera, who writes children’s and

EL COCHE DE

[BITISAR

Glénat

The short story uses cartoon graphics for its 192 pages.

The author and his wife drew inspiration for the book by col-
lecting experiences from local women.

youth novels, secretly conducted
interviews with more than 30
women from 2011-12, while on an
extended visit to Yemen with his
wife. The story is based on these
interactions.

The piece of work touches on
Yemeni society and culture, in-
cluding the influence of qat—a
mild narcotic used by 50 percent
of men and 30 percent of women
in Yemen. The story also grapples
with the decision to wear a hijab
and the satisfaction of Yemeni
women who chose to cover.

Riera said one Yemeni woman
told him Yemeni men want wom-
an to wear a nigab to prevent men
from looking at them. However,
the woman told him ladies can use
it their advantage because it pro-
vides anonymity.

Alienor Reira, the author’s wife,
said she helped garner ideas for
the story.

“A lot of people think that the
current status of women in Yemen
and other Arab nations is because
of Islam,” she said. “In fact, the

foe is not Islam; it is the traditions
and customs developed and domi-
nated over the course of the past
decades.”

“I know I may not be able to win
the battle in my life. But what is
important for me is to leave a trace
in the minds of those whom I en-
courage to see things as I perceive
them and in a way similar to my
way of thinking.”

The story was specifically writ-
ten for Westerners to convey the
status of Yemeni woman. The au-
thor said there was strong reac-
tion from those in the West who
say Yemeni society is patriarchal.
Thus far, “Intisar’s Car” has been
published in Spain and France.

“The story surprised the world
and made it clear that the Yemeni
woman exercises her social life and
plays her role just as the rest of
women in the world,” Pedro Riera
said. “The women in Yemen dream
and strive to experience democra-
cy and to be free and prosperous
so she can exercise her rights with-
out the permission of men.”

Culture
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Award-winning

Ashraf Al-Muraqab

he short film, “Pic-

ture,” just won the

second place prize

at the Meknes Inter-

national Festival for
youth cinema in Morocco, and
now the film has been invited to
be screened at the Arabian Cam-
era Festival in the Netherlands.
However, the film’s director, Ye-
meni poet, Swsan Al-Ariqi, will
be forced to submit and watch her
film online, from home, because
there is no staff at the Dutch Em-
bassy to issue her a visa to the
Netherlands.

“I wonder why there is a Dutch
Embassy if they don’t issue vi-
sas,” the budding filmmaker said.
Al-Ariqi says she contacted the
embassy to secure her participa-
tion on the festival, but was dis-
appointed to find that there is
no consular staff able to provide
travel permits for Yemenis. She
was instructed to go to Egypt or
Jordan to obtain one, an option
Al-Ariqi cannot afford.

Fawzia Al-Obeidi, a local em-
ployee at the Dutch Embassy said
the Netherlands does not maintain
a foreign consular staff at the mo-
ment “due to security reasons.”

Al-Arqui, who has made two
other award winning films, is frus-
trated by the situation. She says
not only will the quality of her
film be compromised because she
cannot deliver it in person, but
there are also many talented Ye-
menis who are capable of making
contributions on an international
level, but are inhibited because

Swsan Al-Ariqi will not be able
to screen her newest film.

many European Union countries’
embassies currently have similar
policies.

“Picture” highlights the margin-
alization of Yemeni women and so-
cial stigmas associated with their
societal role. Al-Arqui’s first film,
“Forbidden, won the Zoom award
for short films. Additionally her
other film to date, “Bint Al-Bahr”
(the Girl of Sea), was exhibited at
the first Arabian film festival in
Britain.
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Address:

Vacancies Announcement

The Republic of Yemen, represented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation has got a loan from the
Islamic Bank for Development to finance the Agricultural Development Project in Abyan governorate. The
ministry, represented by the project, is looking to fill the following posts

Financial and administrative manager

- Bachelor degree in finance and accounting;
- Experience (at least ten years) in financial and administrative organizing of internationally funded

- Excellent knowledge of computer use
- Very good command of both spoken and written Arabic and English

Water users’ expert

- Bachelor degree or higher in general agriculture, agricultural economy, community management
and irrigation engineering

- Experience in establishing water users’ associations and training farmers on their activities

- Excellent knowledge of computer use

- Fluency in both written and spoken English and Arabic

Rural development expert

- Master’s Degree in economics, rural development, or irrigation and water resources.
- Atleast ten years of experience in rural development.
- Good command of computer skills.

- Good command of spoken and written English.

Agricultural guidance expert

- Applicants should hold a university degree majoring in economics or agricultural guidance.
- Atleast ten years of experience in the field of agricultural guidance.

- Good command of computer skills.

- Good command of spoken and written English.

Applications must be sent to the general manager of Agricultural Development Project, Abyan governorate,
during office hours in the coming four weeks. Applications will not be accepted after four weeks of
publishing this announcement in this newspaper.
Employment will be based on annual contracts with six months on probation.

Republic of Yemen, Abyan, Zinjibar,
the office of the governor
mobile: 733221484/ 777943135.
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Congratulations
We present our warmest
congratulations and best wishes for
H.E. Field Marshal
Abd Rabbu Manseur Hadi

D
S
4 President of the Republic

% And to all our great Yemeni people
«©

(S

(1D

=

Iﬂdﬁpﬁﬂd&ﬂhﬂ Day
the 45th anniversary of
the 30 of November
Many Happy Returns

Mnh:mmnd Aht'lul]nh Al-Amry Esam Ahmed Al-Sakkaf
General Manager
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

S TIMES

Independence Day in the eyes of Yemenis

Story and photos by Nadia Haddash Mohammed Ali Al-Khawlani,

an employee in a spare car parts
shop in Sana’a, said, “Although I
have not completed my education
and don’t follow the media, I abso-
lutely know that celebrating Inde-
pendence Day means the evacua-
tion of the British occupation from
the south of Yemen. This day is one
of the most important events that
made a change in the history of the
country.”

n Friday, Yemenis will celebrate the 45th anni-
versary of the South’s independence from a Brit-
ish occupation that lasted for more than a cen-
tury.

On Nov. 30, 1967, the last British troop left the
south, following four years of armed struggle. On this Inde-
pendence Day, Yemenis mark the end of their fight against
colonization.

Yemen Times talked to numerous Yemenis in Sana’a and
asked them about their awareness of Independence Day and
what it means—or doesn’t mean—to them.
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Fahd Al-Kwkabani

Radhwa Saeed Bamatarf, a
22-year-old university student,
said, “We studied the history of our
revolution when were in elementary
and preparatory schools. Now, we
are attending university, but there
is no curriculum in relation to our
history.”

She added, “It is supposed to re-
semble the Gulf Nations with re-
gard to curricula. The subjects of
history and patriotism should be
taught in all stages of our studies so
that our history and the revolution-
ary heroes remain memorable.”

Bamatarf went on to say, “For
me, just like many other students,
this independence day means the
evacuation of the British occupa-
tion from the south. This is the sole
thing I remember. It is a pity and
shameful to know extremely little
information about the history of
my country.”

For his part, Faisel Al-Mijahd,
a telecommunications center em-
ployee, said Yemenis annually cel-
ebrate the Nov. 30 Independence
Day, in addition to other revolu-
tions’ anniversaries; however, what
has happened for the good of the

Mohammed Ali Al-Khawlani
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Mubark Al-Noori

entire country is nothing.

“The achievements realized are
only for the advantage of some peo-
ple. The evidence shows that we are
still below the illiteracy and poverty
line. Clearly, one faction of Yemenis
capitalizes on the revolution in or-
der to be educated and wealthy.”

Faisel Al-Ml_]ahd

Ghadeer Ismael, an employee
at the Ministry of Education, said,
“Independence Day was the real
beginning toward the unification
of Yemen. So, it is important to cel-
ebrate this occasion, particularly at
this particular time, given there are
desperate attempts by those who
aspire for the return of the miser-
able past.”

She added, “Now, we are more
careful and will not allow the
comeback of the dark history once
again.”

Fahd Al-Kwkabani, a 13-year-
old school student, said he knows
the Independence Day is the fruit of
the Sept. 26 revolution in 1962 and
the Oct. 14 revolution in 1963. The
Independence Day celebrated Nov.
30, he continued, means the evacu-
ation of the British occupation from
the south.

“Foreigners love education and
helping to teach others; on the
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Abdulsatar Al-Hashidi

contrary, we dislike education and
schools because the teachers and
schools are not good.”

Mubark Al-Noori, a 25-year-old
guard, said, “I don’t know why they
celebrate these occasions while I
am illiterate. I came to Sana’a look-
ing for a job in order to feed my
family in the village. If I return to
the village, I spend most of my time
farming. Simply, this is my life.”

Mohammed Sulaiman Al-
Maswari, a retiree, said the revo-
lutionaries of September, October
and November are immortalized in
history.

Abdulsatar Al-Hashidi, a taxi
driver, said, “Without doubt, we
take pride in our national occa-
sions, but I am afraid that this time
shows no concern for history. If
there is concern, it doesn’t exceed
celebrations.”

He concluded,

“The media,

school and families should play a
role in consolidating patriotism in
the behavior of the generation, but
unfortunately, the role of media
and school is absolutely absent.”

Mohammed Sulaiman Al-
Maswari
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