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Security at NDC questioned following
alleged assassination attempts in Sana’a

Story and photos by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANAA, March 27 — The identi-
ties of the group of armed men who
fired on Dr. Abdulla Al-Fadli, who
is head of State Lands and Real Es-
tate Authority, are still unknown.
Fadli’s car was attacked on Monday
in Asser roundabout, killing the
driver and leaving the state official
wounded.

Violent incidents during the
opening sessions of the NDC—
though not necessarily politically
motivated—have made some mem-
bers uneasy.

Mohammed Al-Maweri, a spokes-
man for the Interior Ministry, told
the Yemen Times that though it is
unlikely the incident
is politically moti-
vated, the investiga-
tion is still ongoing.

The alleged as-
sassination attempt
on Al-Fadli took
place near a security
checkpoint on Siteen
Street. Al-Fadli sus-
tained serious inju-
ries and was taken
to Jordon to receive
treatment, according to the Saudi-
German Hospital in Sana’a.

This assassination attempt is just
the latest in a bout of other violent
incidents which have raised con-
cerns among NDC participants and
other Yemenis about the general
safety situation in Sana’a.

On Tuesday, a Russian aid worker
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from the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross was shot at on
Baghdad Street, Reuters reported.
The attackers remain unknown and
the foreign worker is in critical con-
dition after receiving a head injury.

Another attack was carried out
last week against Abdulwahed Abu
Ras, a leading Houthi figure and

ikl
e

s

e

A forensics team investigates after Dr. Abdulla Al-Fadli’s car was
shot at on a busy street in Sana’a. Fadli was injured in the attack.

a participant in the NDC, near a
security checkpoint and left three
of his guards dead and two others
wounded in Al-Nasr roundabout of
Sana’a.

“These assassination attempts
might [discourage] some parties
[from] taking part in the NDC,”
Aish Awas, a security expert, told
the Yemen Times. But Awas was
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quick to point out that the latest
violence was “motivated by tribal
problems” and not politically mo-
tivated.

“These incidents may delay the
NDC progress but can’t halt it,”
Awas said. “Because suspending
the NDC will result in [even more]
confrontations and no one wants
that.”

Following clashes in Aden, Southern
Movement members protest at NDC

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA'A, March 27 — Members of
the National Dialogue Conference
(NDC), a majority of whom are the
from the Southern Movement, com-
monly known as Hirak, staged a
protest in Wednesday's general ses-
sion meeting, condemning clashes
between Central Security Forces
and Southern Movement members
in Aden that happened the same
day.

Three were injured, one of whom
is a woman, according to a NDC
member briefed on the incident.

“Security forces attacked peaceful
protesters with tanks and machine-
guns protesting in Tahrir Square,
and this is not acceptable,” said Dr.

Ahmed Yasin Al-Sulaimani, an NDC
member belonging to the Hirak Par-
ty.

Detailsare hazy and varying about
why the clashes broke out, but pro-
testors say they were demonstrating
peacefully as they do every Wednes-
day as an act of civil disobedience.

Sadeq Haid, the security manager
in Aden, who called the protestors
"thugs," said security forces tried
to open a road the protestors had
blocked when his men were forced
to open fire.

Members of the Southern Move-
ment have called incidents like this
exhausting and are demanding the
resignation of Waheed Rasheed,
Aden's governor.

"If the NDC’s presidency doesn’t

take serious action in regard to this
issue, the Southern members of the
NDC will suspend their participa-
tion," said Hussein Ahmed, an NDC
participant.

“We come to the dialogue to re-
store the Southern state and come
up with solutions in order to stop
injustices against all southerners,”
said another participant, Bahiah
Al-Sakkaf, who is advocating for a
weapons ban in the South.

Southern Movement members
have asked for a detailed report
about the incident from the Defense
and Interior Ministry to be present-
ed at the conference when sessions
resume next week.

Conference officials have pledged
to follow-up on the investigation.
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Social Fund for Development
suspends projects in Hajja

Rammah Al-Jubari

HAJJA, March 27 — The Social
Fund for Development (SFD), a
local organization that allocates
money for development projects
throughout Yemen, suspended
all of its activities in the poverty-
stricken Hajja governorate, located
northwest of Sana’a, on Tuesday.

The decision was issued as a
form of protest against what the
SFD is calling a “negative reaction”
from Hajja’s security forces in re-
sponse to a complaint SFD filed
accusing local armed tribesmen of
pointing loaded weapons at SFD
employees.

The deputy governor and sec-
retary-general of the local council
in Hajja, Amin Al-Qudami, apolo-
gized for the incident.

“If the SFD projects stop, the
development process will be para-
lyzed in the governorate,” Al-Quda-
mi said, promising to take action.

The SFD says they will not re-
sume their work until the perpe-
trators are apprehended.

The deputy head of security in
Hajja, Hussein Al-Haifi said they
are unable to locate the accused
men as they believe they fled to an-

Following an argument between contractors and tribesmen, a
local development organization has put over 300 aid projects
on hold.

other governorate.

The tribesmen allegedly threat-
ened the SFD employees because
they were upset a SFD hired con-
tractor had knocked rocks and
rubble on area homes while work-
ing on a SFD project, according to
the organizations’ employees.

Over 300 projects are now on

hold ranging from road improve-
ments to education programs,
Hamid Al-Namis, the manager of
the SFD in Hajja, said.

Over the past few years, Haj-
ja governorate’s population of
1,500,000 have witnessed ongoing
security tension and political con-
flicts.

Water dispute claims two more
lives in Taiz

Amal Al-Yarisi

TAIZ, March 27 — Despite an in-
crease in security measures an-
nounced earlier this month, two
more men were killed on Friday
in an ongoing dispute between the
neighboring villages of Qurada and
Al-Mirzah.

The villages—which are in the
outskirts of the city, in Sabir dis-
trict—have been fighting sporadi-
cally for nearly a decade over ac-
cess to a natural spring which lies
between the two. One man from
each village was killed: Akram Ab-
dulrahman Qatan, from Qurada,
and Abdullah Sadeq Mohammad,
from Al-Mirzah.

Following the latest deaths,
Dirhm Abu Fare’, Security Manag-
er of Sabir district said local forces
would once more be intensifying
their efforts. Suspects were appre-
hended and taken to a penal court
in Taiz, Abu Fare’ said.

“Law will take its course, and
investigations are underway,” he
said, adding that tribal mediation
is also playing a major role in re-
solving the dispute.

Though a judicial verdict in 2003
ruled that access to the spring would
be mutual (with the lion’s share go-
ing to Qurada), recent events have

In Taiz, where water is an especially precious resource, neigh-
boring villages exchange fire over access to a natural spring.

caused authorities to fear that there
could be more violence.

Taiz—one of the driest and most
populated cities in the country—is
facing a serious water crisis. Abdu
Al-Samd, the head of General Au-
thority of Water Resources in Taiz,
said that water consumption is on
the rise. Few residents have access
to information about how they can
do their part and conserve water,
he said.

The government is looking for

solutions to this country-wide wa-
ter shortage.

Yemen’s first water desalination
facility is expected to finish con-
struction this year in Mocha, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Water
and Environment. Yemen has the
longest sea coast in the Middle East
(over 2,000 kilometers of shore-
line), and it’s expected this desali-
nation project will provide much-
needed fresh water to this parched
country.

NDC working groups to
be announced Saturday

Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, March 27 — Participants
for the nine working groups for
the National Dialogue Conference
will be announced on Saturday by
President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi.

With the exception of about
eight participants who also hold
executive government positions—
including the city’s mayor Abdul-
qader Hilal—all members will be
divided into the teams that will
tackle the overarching issues fac-
ing the country, including South-
ern secession and violence in the
North between the state and an
armed group of Houthi rebels.

A member of the conference’s
presidium, the governing body

for the conference, Ansar Allah
said the allocation of seats for
the working groups will be bal-
anced and fair with representa-
tives from all of the conference’s
political parties and independent
individuals represented.

Political parties and indepen-
dent members are allowed to
submit preferences for the work-
ing groups which include: the
Southern issue, the Sa’ada issue,
good governance, national issues,
development, state building, army
and security building, independent
bodies and rights and freedoms.

The presidium will decide on the
final lists for the working groups.

As of Wednesday morning, only
133 of the 186 participants from
the youth, women, civil society
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and president’s list had submitted
their preferences, according to a
conference official.

Following the division of the
working groups, each will convene
independently outside of the gen-
eral assembly beginning Sunday.

Some of the groups are expected
to meet in governorates through-
out the country, but official an-
nouncements have been made yet.

Marebpress

Taiz launches local version of
the NDC

majalla.com

Intermittent fighting between armed men will not put a damper on this local conference,

organizers say.

Ali Abulohoom

TAIZ, March 27 — One week after
the start of the National Dialogue
Conference in Sana’a — and amidst
sporadic bouts of violence — Taiz
is preparing to launch its own, lo-
cal version of the national meeting.
Participants in this months-long
conference will include journalists,
civil society organizations, public
and private sectors and local youth.

Taiz is one of the most populous
cities in the country and faces many
specific challenges of its own, which
dialogue organizers think deserve
to be discussed locally, too.

“The Taiz dialogue conference
aims to reach a joint agreement of
two points: the first one addresses
the issues and problems of people
in Taiz—such as water shortage,
graduates’ employment and tribal
conflicts—and the other point dis-

cusses national issues and con-
cerns,” said Dr. Abdulla Al-Daifani,
head of the Local Dialogue Facilita-
tion Committee.

But one of the main obstacles to
this local dialogue, organizers and
officials agree, is ongoing security
crisis.

Most recently, a clash between
armed men broke out in a qat mar-
ket in the Osaifra neighborhood,
likely related to a tribal feud. The
Taiz Security Directorate told the
Yemen Times that the clash left
one man dead, and three others in-
jured. Since the popular uprising of
2011, there has been a rise in armed
clashes here.

“This isn’t the first [fight I've
seen],” Hamood Abdulsalam, an
Osaifra resident said. “Several dis-
putes like this have taken place be-
tween armed men in the market,
due to the lack of a police station

here.”

“The man who died in this last in-
cident was shot in the head. He was
left on the ground for three hours
before being taken to hospital,” Ab-
dulsalam said.

Brigadier Mohammed Al-Sha’eri,
Taiz Security Chief, said that lo-
cal forces have started to intensify
their security procedures, included
deploying round-the-clock patrols
across the city, launching a re-
newed campaign to pursue armed
men as well as banning the use of
motorcycles from 6:00 p.m. till the
morning.

The local version of the NDC will
address the security vacuum in
Taiz, among other issues. “We've
dealt with these kinds of conflicts
between tribal parties [before] and
will try and convince them to get
involved in this dialogue,” Al-Dai-
fani said.

Floods claim six lives

Following heavy rainfall, neighborhoods and roads remain inaccessible in this eastern governor-
ate.

Rammah Al-Jubari

HADRAMOUT, Mar. 277 — Six peo-
ple died in Hadramout governorate
over a two-day span this week on
Monday and Tuesday due to floods
and heavy rains that resulted in
traffic jams and road blocks.

The Dawan, Wadi Al-Ain, Al-
Qatan, Shebam, Tareem, Sah and
Sayoon areas were all partially un-

der water due to the floods. Roads
in Al-Soairi and Moshtaa areas are
still blocked.

Helicopters provided by the Min-
istry of Defense have been evacuat-
ing stranded people, Abdulla Bash-
uaib, a Tareem resident, said.

“We're on high alert to deal with
any notification from citizens,” said
Salem Al-Manhali, the deputy gov-
ernor of Hadramout governorate.

It’s not the first time that Had-
ramout has been affected by floods.
In 2008, over 100 people died and
thousands of families were dis-
placed due to high water levels
caused by rains and poor drainage
systems.

The state’s Meteorology Center
warns that heavy rains may contin-
ue this week. They advise residents
in the area to stay alert.
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Sana’a’s motocycle ban to
be lifted, bikers get curfew

Story and photos by
Ryam Al-Qadi

SANA’A, March 27 — Security
forces say they will lift the ban re-
stricting motorcycle use in Sana’a’s
streets on Thursday, but they will
begin enforcing a curfew.

On Thursday motorcyclists will
allowed to resume their street
presence, but between 7 p.m. and
7 a.m. no bikes will be allowed on
the road.

The ban is part of the city’s el-
evated security plan to ensure sta-
bility during the opening general
session of the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC), which began
March 18.

Motorcycles were used as escape
vehicles in many political assassi-
nations that took place in 2012 and
about 10,000 out of the estimated
30,000 bikes in use are unregis-
tered, said Colonel Abdulkareem
Al-Jaifi, Sana’a’s traffic director.

While Al-Jaifi defended the city-
wide ban saying it was necessary
to promote security and stability
during the conference, motorcy-
clists were enraged and staged a
protest on Monday saying the ban
was an assault on their livelihood.

Clashes between security forces
and the motorcyclists broke out,
but no injuries were reported.

Rasheed Al-Saiaghi, a 30-year-
old driver who makes his living
by transporting passengers on the
back of his bike said, “I support or-
der but I wonder about the intensi-
fied procedures [that] in return af-
fect residents’ work and income.”

Many motorcyclists like Moham-
med Al-Matri, said they also sup-
ported the NDC but not a decision
that robs them of the YR1,000-
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Beginning Thursday motorcyclists will be able to resume their daily activities but the city

G

will be enforcing a curfew in their ongoing security efforts.

3000, around $2-6, they rely on St SRy
for income each day. AN B
“They don’t allow us to work but “, \\\\ il
don’t prevent perpetrators from 11 \‘-m“““‘“““

participating in the NDC,” he o

questioned. oy

Itisunclear if security forces will
be effective in enforcing the new
curfew, but Al-Jaifi said there no
alternative for motorcyclists but to
tolerate their orders for the sake of
security during the National Dia-
logue Conference.

Advertorial

220 Students to Serve
tourism industry
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| Khair Foundation for Social Development celebrated on Thurs-
day 21/3/2013 the graduation of 220 students from the youth
rehabilitation program for hotel advancement of services and
tourism guidance program in collaboration with the Secretariat
of the capital Sana’a.

In the celebration the director of Al Khair Foundation for Social Develop-
ment Mukhtar Sagqaf assured that this constellation of graduates starved
mobility in the labor market by its efficiency of work and building tourist
guides field and their number are 120, as well as 100 students in the field of
hospitality from different governorates

He pointed out that the institution celebrated two weeks ago in Aden
graduation of 100 students in the field of hospitality, and also next week will
celebrate the graduation of 100 students in the field of hospitality in Taiz,
bringing the total number of graduates in six months to 420 students .

The executive Director of the Skills Development Fund Faisal Mujahid
said that «The fund was keen to provide all kinds of support for youth in
various fields .. Pointing to the Fund have been trained over the past year
nearly 16 thousand of youth and workers in the institutions , authorities , and
civil society organizations in various fields and disciplines.

Permeated the ceremony attended by Undersecretary of the capital sec-
retariat for administrative units Abdulaziz Zahra’h , Director of the Office of
Technical Education and Vocational Training Fahim Tarbush , vice president
of Al Khair Foundation Jamal Mohammed , Nabil Suhaibi Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour and a board member of the Skills
Development Fund and number of stakeholders, a poem by a graduated
student Mohammed Turkey crossed more appropriate

At the end of the ceremony hotels and companies were honored that
have contributed to practical training was honored, and taking group photos
for graduates.
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73"d NATIONAL DAY OF

PAKISTAN

PAKISTAN CONTINUES TO STRONGLY

SUPPORT TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT’S
CRUCIAL MARCH TOWARDS

RECONCILIATION, PEACE AND PROSPERITY
H.E. DR. IRFAN YUSUF SHAMI, AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

I would like to extend heartfelt
felicitations to all my compatriots in
Yemen on the 73rd National Day of
Pakistan. On this auspicious occasion,
I would also like to express my
profound gratitude to the brotherly
people of Yemen who have always
stood by Pakistan. | particularly
2 / “.JJ commend the efforts of Yemen-
Pakistan Brotherhood Association,
under its dynamic President Eng. Aiyed
Shamiri, for strengthening the bonds of friendship between our
two great countries.
23 March reminds us of the solemn Pakistan Resolution adopted
by the then All India Muslim League demanding a separate
sovereign homeland for millions of hapless Muslims of united India.
Subsequently, within a short span of only seven years, a miraculous
success was achieved when Pakistan emerged on the world map
after enormous sacrifices and sustained struggle waged under the
charismatic leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
Muslim League had envisaged a modern democratic and welfare
state to protect the interests of Muslims and all minorities of India.
Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-Azam, had championed rule of law,
democracy and social justice for harmonious socio-economic
development. 23 March calls for renewal of pledge to these noble
objectives in order to make Pakistan a strong and prosperous
country.
The 73" National Day is being celebrated at a time when our
beloved country is confronted with multiple and daunting
challenges. Our nation has resiliently demonstrated its ability and
has successfully overcome all previous challenges and Inshallah it
will do so this time as well. Likewise, the brotherly country of
Yemen is also confronted with similar challenges. We note with
satisfaction that significant progress continues to be made since
the landmark GCC deal of November 2011. We are confident
that under the dynamic leadership of H.E President Abdu
Rabbo Mansour Hadi and H.E. Prime Minister Salim Basundwa,
the Transitional Unity Government would effectively achieve the
remaining tasks, including holding of a successful all important
National Dialogue Conference. | strongly believe that Pakistan and
Yemen can greatly benefit from each other’s experiences and can
cooperate in various fields in order to overcome these common
challenges and steer their respective peoples towards stability and
prosperity.
My National Day greetings will remain incomplete without
acknowledging the dynamic and vital role being played by the
Pakistani community in the development of Yemen. I sincerely pray
that through their dedication and hard work they will continue to
maintain and project an excellent image of their motherland.
Since my arrival in Sana’a over a year ago, | have continued to
vigorously pursue several projects, particularly in the education,
health, trade and defence sectors. | am confident that, with the
cooperation of my Yemeni brothers, my efforts would further
strengthen our brotherly relations.

FAISAL MOSQUE, ISLAMABAD

QUAID'S TOMB, KARACHI

Pakistan Zindabad and long live Pakistan-Yemen Brotherhood

(23 MARCH 2013)

| AM PAKISTAN

| am a country of 180 million
people. | am strategically located
on the cross roads of Central,
West and South Asia. | am home
to the ancient civilizations of
Indus Valley, Moenjodaro, Taxila
and Harappa. | boast all types
geographical terrains and climatic
conditions. The gigantic mountain
ranges of Himalayas and the
Hindu Kush guard my frontiers.

An Overview of Pakistan-Yemen Relations

Republic of Yemen continues to prominently
figure amongst the closest friends of
Pakistan around the world. Both countries
enjoy a long history of brotherly and
cooperative relations, which dates back
before their emergence as independent
sovereign countries. The relationship at the
government level derives its strength from
direct people to people linkages. The people
of the regions constituting Pakistan and
Yemen have traditionally been interacting

The mighty River Indus irrigates and conducting trade through the Arabian Sea routes, linking Karachi and Mekran with

my rich agricultural lands and Aden and Mukalla. The advent of Islam in the 7th century and its subsequent expansion
flows all across my territory. to South Asia further fortified these fraternal bonds and gave the people of both regions a
The world’s second highest common ideological perspective and a comprehensive code of life. Present day relations
mountain, K2, is my identity. between Pakistan and Yemen are based on these strong historical links, common faith,
| am Shandur, the highest polo common set of cultural and moral values as well as convergence of perceptions on the
ground in the world. | am Gwadar, entire range of regional and international issues. Bilateral trade volume remains much
one of the world’s largest deep below its true potential. It hovered around USS$ 95 million during 2011-12, mostly
seaports. Karakoram Highway comprising imports of rice, pharmaceuticals, foodstuff and electrical items from Pakistan.
(the historic silk route), the eighth A 14-member delegation of Yemeni businessmen, led by the Deputy Minister for
wonder of the world, traverses Industry and Trade participated in Expo-2012 in Karachi in October 2012 and held fruitful
my terrain. | possess Khewra salt meetings with their Pakistani counterparts. A Pakistani company, Lube International, has
mines, the world’s second largest established a US $ 40 million oil recycling plant in Aden Free Economic Zone (AFEZ) and
and oldest mines. | am proud of is in the process of establishing paper, cooking oil and chemical units at an approximate
Shah Faisal Mosque, the ninth cost of US$ 36 million.

largest mosque in the world. | am Both countries enjoy robust cooperation in the educational field. Forty scholarships are
culturally and religiously diverse, annually offered to Yemeni students for studies in Pakistani universities. Yemeni graduates
multi-ethnic and | speak more from Pakistani universities have formed a Yemen-Pakistan Brotherhood Association,
than 60 languages. which is an effective bridge between the two countries. There are presently over two
| am the sixth largest milk thousand Pakistanis living in Yemen, who are contributing to the economic development
producer and the fourth largest of Yemen. Their numbers continue to steadily rise with increasing stability and prosperity
cotton producer in the world. | in Yemen. Pakistan School Sana’a is the first foreign English medium school in Yemen,
have the fifth largest coal and gold which continues to serve the children and youth of Yemen since 1984. Presently, there are
reserves. | am an ever-expanding nearly 800 students from different nationalities, predominantly Yemenis, studying in the
middle class. | am blessed with School’s Senior and Junior Sections. The School’s alumni continue to achieve positions of
the tenth largest workforce in influence in the Yemeni society. Upon the request of the Pakistani community in Aden, a
the world. | am an emerging and prominent Pakistani investor from Kuwait intends to establish an English medium Pakistan
vibrant telecom and software School in Aden as well as in other major cities of Yemen. There is also considerable scope
market. for enhancing defence and security cooperation between the two brotherly countries.
| am the seventh largest standing A four-member Yemeni delegation led by Commander of Naval Forces & Coastal Defence
armed forces and the only nuclear- and Deputy Commander of Air Staff participated in IDEAS-2012 in Karachi in November
armed state in the Muslim world, 2012. Likewise, there is great scope for bilateral cooperation in the health sector.

yet peace-loving. | contribute the A two-member delegation of College of Physicians and Surgeons of Pakistan (CPSP)
highest number of troops in UN visited Sana’a in June 2012 and held detailed meetings with Minister for Public Health
peacekeeping missions. | have and the Yemeni Board of Medical Specializations, besides visiting several leading public

sacrificed forty thousand martyrs and private sector hospitals. A MoU on cooperation in areas of post-graduate medical
for global peace. | am an epitome examinations and evaluations, training workshops and exchange of visiting faculties /
of resilience as demonstrated in specialist doctors is being finalized. A two-member Yemeni delegation led by Advisor to
the catastrophic 2005 earthquake Health Minister attended CPSP’s 50th Anniversary celebrations in Karachi in November
and the devastating floods of 2012 and held fruitful discussions on bilateral cooperation and the Health Minister’s
2010. | am hospitable and host proposed visit to Pakistan in April 2013. A Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) oversees
to millions of refugees. | am a development of bilateral relations in various socio-economic fields. The 7th JMC session
sea of untapped potential and a is scheduled to be held in Islamabad in mid-2013. Similarly, the second session of bilateral
goldmine of opportunities. political consultations, are also scheduled in Sana’a. There is great scope for expansion
| am one of the proudest nations in bilateral cooperation in all fields, as Yemen moves ahead in rebuilding itself during
in the world. its crucial second half of the transitional period. The Government and the Embassy of

Yes, | am Pakistan

Pakistan remains fully committed to achieve this common objective.

Long live Pakistan — Yemen Brotherhood
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Excellent resnlts in IGCSE

Outstanding FBISE results

QGISTICS OO, LTD
FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD
WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS
TEL: 00967-1-450238

FAX: 00967-1-450894 7

EMAIL: INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.M

WEEKLY LCL /CONSOLIDATION SERVICES FROM JEBEL ALI TO HODEIDHA AND
ADEN PROUD TO BE JIONT VENTURE WITH AMI MIDDLE EAST LLC, DUBAI

PAKISTAN BUSINESS
AND CULTURE CLUB

Mission Statement

Strengthen relationship, create friendship
and build mutual understanding between
Pakistani community in Yemen through
organizing cultural, social, sports, academic,
and other social activities.

The Club believes that cooperation and
coordinationamongstcommunitymembers
isimportant to develop a progressive, stable
and safe community. It will help to transfer
each other’s experiences and exchange
information in various fields.

Pakistani Business & Culture Club will
help in resolving all kinds of community
problems and also promote business
relations between Pakistan and Yemen.
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MEMBERSHIP OPEN FOR ALL PAKISTANI
COMMUNITY, Please contact by Email:
pakclubyemen@yahoo.com

OGISTICS CO. LTD
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Kuwait loans $54 million to Yemen to improve
rural and community roads in governorates

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

emen signed an agree-

ment in Sana’a on Sat-

urday with the Kuwait

Fund for Arab Eco-

nomic  Development
(KFAED) for a $54 million loan
to improve rural and community
roads in the country.

This loan is part of the $230 mil-
lion that was pledged by interna-
tional countries at a donors’ confer-
ence in Riyadh in September 2011
to develop Yemen’s rural transit
system. A total of $6 billion was
pledged overall for various devel-
opment projects.

The agreement, signed by Ye-
men’s Planning and International
Cooperation, Minister Moham-
med Al-Sa'di, and the director of
the KFAED, Abdulwahab Al-Badr,
will link isolated villages and ar-
eas with urban centers to give rural
residents access to basic services

like hospitals and schools, said Ab-
dulhakeem Al-Aghbri, the director
of the Rural Road Development
Program at the Ministry of Public
Works and Highways.

A majority of the loan will tar-
get 13 roads in nine governorates
-Raima, Hajja, Dhamar, Amran,
Dale, Sa’ada, Shabwa, Ibb and Taiz
-affecting an estimated 450,000
people.

The goal of this three-year proj-
ect Al-Aghbri said is to boost eco-
nomic opportunities in the areas,
which are known to be some of
the poorest and most populous, by
improving transport efficiency, re-
ducing vehicle operating costs and
minimizing travel time.

Al-Aghbri also believes the reno-
vation of the roads, slated to begin
in May, will also have a direct im-
pact on suffering agriculture and
tourism sectors.

Roads connecting the center of
the governorate to villages will be
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It’s difficult to move inside and between villages in Yemen due to rugged roads and unpaved roads.

The project will target 13 roads in nine governorates.

with be paved with asphalt for the
first time or repaved depending
on the condition of the road. But,
smaller community roads that are
hard to get to will be paved with
cobblestones.

Ahmed Al-Ya'ri, one of the benefi-
ciaries in the Ya'r village of Dhamar
governorate where a similar com-
munity road project connected him
to a larger district in the governor-
ate, said his economic opportuni-

ties have changed completely.

“In the past, roads were rugged
and cars weren'’t able to drive there,
but after covering these roads with
cobblestones, we move easily inside
the village to extract Aqeeq, a pre-

cious stone that can be sold in [lo-
cal] cities,” he said.

The KFAED has provided 33
loans to Yemen, estimated at $353
million, over the past decade for
various development projects.

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS (RFQs)
CSSW

Charitable Society for Social Welfare

LETTER OF INVITATION

As a contribution to the CHF/CLP Education sub grant CSSW, in cooperation with CHF,
is implementing SCASAA Project, funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation(SDC) The project focuses on 10 Basic Education schools in Abyan and
Aden governorates damaged by the recent conflict. A major project activity is that of
supporting target schools through the provision of necessary equipment and furniture,
including school and classroom libraries.

Procurement and supply of the following :

school and classroom library books.
Desktop Computers for schools.
schools Air Condition.

Furniture for Schools Libraries.

i

Interested vendors are invited to submit the project documents and applications to the
project management at the address below:

Sana’a, Baghdad street, behind the head of election committee
Tel:( 01/464 398).

Completed responses to the RFQs should be submitted not later than 12:00 p.m.
3 April 2013

OXFAM

INVITATION TO TENDER
FOR SUPPLY OF HYGIENE KITS AND CLEANING TOOLS

Oxfam is a development, relief and campaigning organization dedicated to finding lasting solutions to
poverty and suffering around the world. We believe that every human being is entitled to a life of dignity
and opportunity; and we work with poor communities, local partners, volunteers and supporters to help
this become a reality.

Oxfam is inviting tender for the following:-

Tender Ref. No. OX-YE-AD-REQ- 4861/4863

Tender documents are available for collection in our offices in Yemen as follows:-
- Sana’a office located in the Diplomatic area zone, Hadda, 01-444568/9
- Aden office located in Khor Maksar, 02-232271

Please report at reception desk. Tender documents will be issued at the logistics office between 09.00 a.m
to 04.00 p.m. Tender documents will be issued from Wednesday 27/03/2013 to Wednesday 03/04/2013

For more information please feel free to call on Tel. No. 01-444568/9.
Oxfam is not bound to accept any application or give any reasons for rejection or acceptance.

..nl;LIa.s?Jl lo.n.:.n.n Al 69€4
oAl ulgAlg dallaill caleylivua A)gil

8all dadla Jola ..\IA.:}I olilzallg ydall dalla Jola alaad daniall u)LnAJlg &Ly duaiill dalhia ek |qu.uS| daldia

o pdall dalaall tilgaisnall 2o Jagi (adg « dansS b U'° Gl Yl I il UR§i a9 - pllell eladl [IVEN U"‘ olileallg
- uJ.n Lo lc dadliall geat |a|.n.u.|S| d=ilg ddada s Joa U'° Sackuall (uaclallg « acglaiallg ¢ u.u.la.n.ll sl llg

aulaiill ilgalg dalail cilejlivie aygil OX-YE-AD-REQ- 4861/4863 i) dunilia : gayall

- LIS Gaulls dalhiall ilSa b dalin dadliall Gilig
07-444568/9 6aa - Luuluall Call «slsiua -
02-232371 yusajga ¢ Qac -
0o daliially (agailly laa¥l clesd eud (e dadliall Gilig Ll Jguanlly dakially JLbiwdl e I @adill sl

Sl (e hlic] daldially (pagailly alaadl dilead Io.u.m Ow daadliall GJL!Q Juaiig Iuac 04:00 U.\A Lalun 09:00 dcludll
|003/04/2013 ;Lv.l)}ll ia 27/03/2013

.01-444568/9 |o.n).|| U.l.c JLaidl Gagy ¢ ._angls.A." Oe A.J)A.I
alcliasll (Jgad 9| waay ._lLu.ul 4..|| [y dajla yuc laLm.uSl dalhria uL: plell 2a




6 Oﬁinion \\VK‘,}/
The flawed media
narrative on Yemen

Atiaf Zaid Alwazir
Yourmiddleeast.com
First Published March 23

magine the following: after

weeks of convincing his

editorsthatitissafetotravel

to the U.S. a journalist

from Landistan arrived in
Kentucky state. Before his arrival,
he read many news articles on the
country and followed a number of
journalists and activists on Twitter.
He had no time to read history
books that would have provided
context to the situation.

In Louisville, Kentucky, he
went to visit the school where
student Mathew Ward killed the
schoolmaster in 1850, followed
by visits to the states of New
Hampshire, Ohio, California,
Maryland, Illinois, Oklahoma,
Connecticut, and Texas to visit the
schools that witnessed gun-related
incidents in 2012. The journalist
met with families of the victims
and of the perpetrators in the nine
states.

He then wrote a story entitled
“America’s Gangs and Guns,”
where he boasted about his visits
outside the capital, which gave him
a great overview of the country.
In his article, he mentioned “the
bloody Americans” at least three
times. Never once did he highlight
any of the anti-gun campaigns
or speak to Americans who are
against gun violence. The friendly
and diverse American population,
the innovation of its scientists and
creativity of its artists was also
missing from the story. Instead
he visited Walmart, the large
discount department store that
sells firearms, and wrote: “while

o6

Yemen, the land inhabited
by 24 million people from
different backgrounds,
regions, sects, dialects
and landscapes has been
reduced to Al-Qaeda or
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP), wars,
poverty, qat, tribalism,
or the ancestral home of
Osama Bin Laden.
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As obvious as it sounds,
many have not yet
internalized the idea that
humanity transcends
boundaries, only when
that happens will
reporting change and the
orientalist approach to
analysis may be reduced.

the son is choosing which candy to
buy, his father is choosing which
type of bullet.”

You may think it is impossible
for such a bias article to appear
in a mainstream well-respected
western newspaper. However,
when it comes to Yemen this is
unfortunately quite common.

Yemen’s media reputation
Yemen, the land inhabited by 24
million people from different
backgrounds, regions, sects,
dialects and landscapes has been
reduced to Al-Qaeda or Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP),
wars, poverty, qat, tribalism, or
the ancestral home of Osama Bin
Laden.

Reading mainstream media
today, one imagines that AQAP
has taken over the entire country,
and that militants are roaming
freely throughout. One might also
come to the conclusion that most
Yemenis are in fact militants.

The country with a long history
that was once hailed as Arabia
Felix, land of generosity, wisdom,
coffee, the first sky scrapers, the
land with many queens and great
architecture, is now only about the
hysteria of the decade: terrorism.
This is not to say that terrorism is
not a problem, it is, but it is not the
sole problem, and the way media
reports on it with no analysis of
impact of the war on terror, nor
any depth, simply magnifies the
problem.

On September 30, 2011, I went
to the streets of the capital to get
people’s reaction on the killing
of Anwar Al-Awlaki, the Yemeni-
American cleric who was accused
of being a main recruiter for AQAP.
To my surprise, many people
responded, “Who is Anwar Al-
Awlaki?” This highlights the sharp
disconnect between Yemenis and
the media reporting on them.

In mainstream articles and
books, there is hardly any mention
of the majority of Yemenis who
dislike extremism. A notable survey
in 2011 concluded that 86 percent
of Yemenis have an unfavorable
opinion of Al Qaeda. Media failed
to report that when the American
teacher Joel Shrum was Kkilled,
many protests were held in the
city of Taiz against the killing, and
against extremism. In fact one year
later, people in Taiz organized a
silent memorial to remember him
on the anniversary of his death.
Only local media reported this
event.

Al-Qaedahasovershadowed most
reporting on Yemen. Mainstream
media has not only perpetuated and
enhanced stereotypes but by doing
so, has unintentionally caused
damage to Yemen’s reputation.
Journalists are slowly erasing
the long history of Yemen and its
traditions, and depriving people of
their voice. Yemen at large remains
extensively unexamined.

There is no doubt that constant
one-sided reporting filled with
stereotypes breeds hatred of the
other. The singling out of Yemenis
at airports abroad merely because
of their passport has caused many
to feel unfairly targeted and some
believe that they are victims of this
bad reputation.

It is no wonder that at home,
some have began feeling suspicious.
“Are you taking pictures to make us
look bad?” asked a taxi driver to a
foreign journalist. “No that is not
my intention, you have a beautiful
country,” he responded. Driver
exhaled in relief explaining that
sometimes journalists pick the
most un-common event and say
this is Yemen.

When I told young activists about
this article, Amira Al-Arasi said,
“Yes, yes our reputation abroad is
terrible,” she jokingly explained
that Yemeni citizenship alone
cannot be taken seriously. “This is
why when Tawakkul Karman won
the Nobel Peace Prize, she also
received another citizenship,” she
said, and the crowd of activists

around her laughed.
The televised revolution
somewhat helped change the

perception of Yemenis in the eyes
of their Arab neighbors. In some
Arab countries today, the first
question is no longer do you chew
qat? — but rather, have you been to
Change Square? However, this has
not yet spilled over to mainstream
western media.

In fact, during the uprising,
Yemen’s coverage was weak when
compared with other Arab Spring
countries (with the exception of
Bahrain). While media covered the
art and comedy in Egypt’s Tahrir
Square, the poetry, theatre, and
music of Change Square was hardly
covered when it came to the Yemeni
protests.

“If the Yemen protests had been
streaming on western TVs during
2011, it would have increased
awareness of the country outside
of the terrorism-related news,
and would have generated more
interest in Yemen,” said a Western
journalist.

“Unfortunately
happen,” she added.

that  didn’t

Why only fear-based media?
For a number of reasons, the media
narrative on Yemen is completely
flawed. One aspect is the lack of
knowledge on the complexities of
the country.

“The editors I work with have
never been to Yemen, they know at
best — only a little piece of what is
already published — and are often
people with a liking for clichés,”
said Sara, a European journalist.

Parachute journalists also know
very little about the country and
when reporting assess it only based
on what they see in comparison
to other countries, not what they
see of Yemen in comparison to its
own past — because they often do
not know Yemen’s recent history,
hence it affects their analysis of
the current situation, making their
reports diluted and superficial.

Even worse, is the fact that
many write about sensitive topics
from their desks in London, New
York, Paris or Dubai without ever
stepping foot in Yemen.

Who needs to when you can
just ask a few online activists
what they think?

Many of the freelance journalists
based in Yemen, start their career
here. With time their knowledge of
the country increases significantly,

especially when establishing a wide
range of contacts. One advantage
in Yemen is the ease at which
contacts can be established even at
the highest levels. Seniority is not
an issue, nor is experience; young
freelance journalists are able to
meet and interview top officials.
Yemenis in general are often very
willing to speak to journalists as
well.

Yet despite their knowledge
compared to the parachute
journalists, many have not been
able to pitch the stories they
want. Except for a few of the very
established freelance journalists,
the majority complains of lack of
response from the editors.

“The interest, generally
speaking, just isn’t that strong,”
said a freelance Western journalist.
“Yemen isn’t the same as Egypt,
Iraq or Afghanistan,” said another
western journalist.

As the saying goes, “if it bleeds,
it leads” and in the case of Yemen
it unfortunately became, “only if it
bleeds, it appears.”

Today’s journalism on Yemen is
no longer about getting the facts
right, or inspiring people to think
independently, it is about who can
write the most sensationalized
story on the country — no matter
how many times it has already been
told — because that is what sells.

The irony is that editors claim
there is no interest for stories from
Yemen, yet few stories that are non-
security linked are published, so
how do they assess that interest?

While editors often do not take
stories beyond headline news,
young journalists who are trying
to build a career in mainstream
media feel pressured to only write
inside the box provided. Then
because they only write within that
box, that is what editors expect. It’s
a vicious cycle.

Journalists seem unabletoopenly
criticize this cycle or the negative
coverage of Yemen. When I asked
a number of freelance journalists
questions for this article, many
agreed to be quoted but without
their name or nationality. The life
of freelancers hangs in the hands
of these editors, but at the same
time, editors should know what
the journalists who work for them
really think.

What can be done?
When writing, journalists
should keep in mind that just as
Norwegians are not defined by
Anders Behring Breivik, Yemenis
do not want to be defined by his
Yemeni equivalents. As obvious
as it sounds, many have not yet
internalized the idea that humanity
transcends boundaries, only when
that happens will reporting change
and the orientalist approach to
analysis may be reduced.
Journalists will begin to
report what they see not solely in
comparison to what they know of
the West. For example, instead of
the failed state theory, which has
been discussed for two decades,
we might read more about tribal
and community methods of
maintaining peace. Because of “its
rigid and Eurocentric approach,
the failed state thesis is unable to
recognize the strategies employed
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“To make Yemen a
good world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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OPINION

From protests
to politics

he members of the National Dialogue Confer-

ence (NDC) who are coming straight from the

protest squares and various revolutionary back-

grounds are having a problem at the conference.

Their move from protests to politics has not re-

ally resonated and most of them are still thinking and be-
having as protestors in the squares.

Their anger and impatience is understood especially when

faced with slow, bureaucratic and self-important politicians,

also known as the “dinosaurs.”

However, shouting and pro-

testing is not really going to get them far.

While the NDC’s orientation process attempts to train
participants on communication, consensus building and
other skills, there should also be some efforts put forth for
the youth to make them understand their new role.

It is no longer a revolution or an uprising. Now we are
doing dialogue - you win some, you lose some. The estab-
lished political parties are watching every move made by
the youth and documenting their every mistake in order to
use it against them when the real discussions in the working
groups begin and later when the new Yemen is made.

I have heard the “dinosaurs’

> say things like, “Those rash

and unreasonable youth think they can run a country. They
think they understand the mechanisms and the general pic-
ture. They are delusional, and if they keep these angry ti-
rades up, we will have to either let them do it on their own or

put them in their place.”

This scares me because for the first time in history, youth,
women and civil society have significant representation at
a high-level decision making event. We want to prove to
Yemen and the world that the Yemeni youth are ready and
worth including. They are capable of this responsibility and

should be trusted with more.

The impressions the Yemeni “dinosaurs” and the world
have of non-political participants in the conference will de-
cide the future roles women, youth and civil society play. We
don’t want to lose this opportunity just because our youth
have not changed their mindsets.

by states like Yemen to ensure
their survival, which include the
purposeful production of chaos,”

wrote PhD Candidate Sophia
Dingli.
In addition, stories may

transcend the usual topics, and
may even focus more on the
people of Yemen rather than on
the person writing the story. For
example, instead of stories on the
bravery of journalists going to
the weapon market, we may read
about the relatively low crime rates
despite the high number of private
firearms.

We may also read stories about
young juveniles on hunger strike
protesting for their colleagues on
death row, political satire, young
girls turning to solar energy for
power, positive youth initiatives,
economic development and street

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

artists promoting awareness of
social issues.

When editors do not agree
to publish these articles, some
journalists decide to write in
alternative media. “There I work
with editors who are ready to
publish stories written from new
angels,” said Sara. “I write for
money, that is what I do, and then I
realize I must also write for free to
do Yemen justice,” she added.

Yemenis in the diaspora, and
those who speak English inside the
country should be more proactive
in providing feedback to journalists
and editors, and publically
acknowledging when mistakes are
published. The truth is, there is
no media watch. Anyone can write
anything misleading, incorrect, or
biased and mainstream media will
often publish it.
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Announcement
Public Tender No. (3) of (2013)

Yemen Public Radio & TV Corp. announces its 100 percent government-funded tender number 3 for 2013
for the following:

-Renting a digital space room for three TV channels (Aden, Saba and Al-Eman+ a radio program
with each channel). The capacity of each channel is 3 megabytes working on KU-BAND digital
system to broadcast via one of the satellites set in the 7 orbits that cover the Middle East region
(Arab world) and neighboring countries.

Candidates interested in participating in this tender should submit their written applications during working
hours to:

Yemen Public Radio & TV Corporation Headquarters, Sana’a-Yemen, next to the Ministry
of Public Health & Population, P.O. Box: (2182)

Fax number: 00967-1-230761. Tel: 00967-1-231181-231184-230654)

Email: info@yemenrtv.net, Projects Department Tel: (00967-1-230752).

28 March, 2013

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

For Selection of Consultant firm / Integrator to provide support for the implementation of the Climate Information

and Pilot Program for Climate Resilience Coordination Project

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Pilot Program for Climate Resilience
CONSULTING SERVICES

Grant No.TF097544

Project ID No. P122687

Expressions of interest
This request for expression of interest follows the General Procurement Notice (GPN) for this project that appeared
in dgMarket on 10 November 2010.

The Environment Protection Authority, Republic of Yemen expects to receive financing from the World Bank toward
the cost of the Climate Information and Pilot Program for Climate Resilience Coordination Project, and intends to
apply part of the proceeds for consultant services. The services will include two phases.

1.

The Consultant firm will analyze meteorological and hydrological networks and related services of the Civil
Aviation and Meteorological Authority / Yemen Meteorological Service (CAMA/YMS), the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA), the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation (MAI), and the National Water
Resources Authority (NWRA). This analysis will be based on existing project documents as well as the
consultant’s own assessment of the existing infrastructure at these agencies. Based on this analysis,
the consultant will prepare detailed technical Project Implementation Plan. This is required to support
the integrated modernization of the weather, climate and hydrological networks, forecasting and warning,
telecommunication and service delivery systems. The expected duration is six months.

The Consultantfirm will provide technical supportto CAMA/YMS, EPA, MAl and NWRAfor the implementation
of the project. This will include specification, procurement and implementation support, monitoring the
execution of the Project Implementation Plan, and assisting in improving project performance. The

mail the cost is $100.
The deadline is Tuesday, April 16, 2013

be inside the envelope:

Copy of valid Trade Registration Card

Copy of valid sales tax registration certificate
Copy of valid tax card

Copy of valid Insurance Certificate

Copy of valid Zakat Registration card

Copy of valid Profession License

Nook~wdh

documents issued by their countries.

received later than this time will not be accepted.

the day the announcement is first published.

To receive bidding documents it costs YR 50, 000 (nonrefundable) and to receive the documents via post

Bids should be submitted in an envelope with wax sealing, addressed to the Tender Secretariat of the
Corporation, indicating tender number, project name and name of bidder. The following documents must

1. An unconditional Bank Guarantee for a lump sum amount of ($28, 000) or a payable check due

within 120 days from date of bid opening. The bank guarantee should be compatible with the
format given by the Supreme Committee for Tenders, otherwise it won’t be accepted.

Foreign companies are exempt from the above-mentioned certificates and should submit the above legal
The deadline for receiving bids and opening envelopes is Sunday, April. 21, 2013, at 11 a.m. Bids
Envelopes will be opened at the above-mentioned corporation offices at the Corporation Chairman’s office,

located on the third floor, in attendance of the bidders or their officially delegated legal representatives
Bidders can see bid documents before purchasing during working hours and within 20 days starting from

etc.).

Sana’a
Republic of Yemen

Facsimile:

PCU Director

The Republic of Yemen expects to receive financing from the World Bank toward
the cost of the Climate Information and Pilot Program for Climate Resilience
Coordination Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this Grant to
payments for the services of the post of PCU Director in its PCU office in Sana’a.

PCU Director’s key responsibilities:

Under the overall responsibility of the EPA chairman or his designated representative
and in close cooperation with the Implementation Committee the PCU Director will
be recruited on a full-time basis. His scope of work includes, but is not limited to, the
following tasks related to the mandate of the PPCR-PCU:

. Preparation of technical reports and documents regarding climate changes
related activities in different sectors, including consolidating results achieved
by the PPCR activities for presentation to the IC and the IMCCC;

. Study and review reports and documents regarding climate changes
related activities, and submission of proposal and recommendations to the
IC for approval;

. Data collection from different related sectors for preparation and
implementation of the climate changes adaptation programs and activities;

. Undertake any other activities to be assigned by the IC and the IMCCC.

. Preparation of agenda and minutes of IC minimum of bi-monthly meetings
and IMCCC annual meetings;

. Communication and cooperation with all agencies related to climate
change, including the Disaster Risk Management Unit in CDA, the Remote
Sensing and GIS Center and the Environmental Emergencies Unit in the
MWE within the scope of the project;

. Ensure that this project is implemented in compliance with the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) signed between the Minister of Agriculture
and lIrrigation, the Minister of Transport, and the Minister of Water and
Environment;

. Coordinate public education and outreach activities to raise awareness of
climate issues and improve the capacity of the public and climate-sensitive
sectors to take appropriate actions in consultation and cooperation with
the IC;

. Regular contacts and information exchange with all related national where
appropriate, regional institutions to support the program activities in relation
to the project scope and in coordination with the IC

. Cooperating with Project Manager of Phase 1 in overseeing PPCR-Phase |
until completion in 2014; thereby providing support to Phase 1 PCU-team.

The PCU Director should have the following gqualifications and personal
skills:
. Master degree in either science and/or, engineering;
. At least seven years of experience in project management and in
implementing donor-funded projects;

. Track-record in working on climate change related issues;
. Extensive knowledge and understanding of the adaptation to climate
change;

Technical expertise and experience in relation to the scope of the project;
Excellent management and conflict-resolution skills;

Capable to work under pressure and meeting short deadlines;

Good written and verbal skills in Arabic and English;

Computer literate with proficiency in Microsoft Office software; and

Good interpersonal and communication skills.

e o e o o o

Interested consultant must have the following conditions:
. Yemeni Nationality

. Any consultant if selected should take leave of absence without pay
during the period of the contract in case the consultant is a government
employee.

. Interested consultants may submit their applications with CVs and

supporting documents to the address mentioned below within 14 days from
the date of this announcement. Applications sent by fax will be ignored.

Ministry of Water and Environment
Environment Protection Authority
Pilot Program for Climate Resilience

expected duration is in the range of thirty-six (36) months with the option of extension in terms of timing.

The Pilot Program for Climate Resilience (PPCR) within the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) of the Republic
of Yemen now invites eligible Consultant firms to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested
Consultant firms must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures,
description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills among staff,

A Consultant firm will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank’s Guidelines:
Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers (Revised Jan. 2011).

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during working days Saturday —
Wednesday from 09:00 to 15:00 hours.

Expressions of interest must be delivered to the following address, by April 07, 2013

PPCR, Program Coordination Unit (PCU)
Attention Mr. Anwar Abdulaziz Noaman
Behind Commercial Bank

Beirut Street, Haddah

Telephone: +967 1 422 563, 422 564
+967 1 412 431
Email: ppcr@yemen.net.ye

VACANCIES ANNOUNCEMENT

PCU Procurement Manager

The Republic of Yemen expects to receive financing from the World Bank toward the cost of
the Climate Information and Pilot Program for Climate Resilience Coordination Project,
and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this Grant to payments for the services of the
post of PCU Procurement Manager in its PCU office in Sana’a.

PCU Procurement Manager’s key responsibilities:
Under the direct supervision of PPCR-PCU Director, the Procurement Manager will perform,
without being limited to, the following tasks and responsibilities:

Overall responsibility for all Project procurement activities such as goods, works,
consultancy services and capacity building activities ensuring that established
procurement guidelines of the Government and the World Bank are complied with and in
conformity with the provisions of the Project Grant Agreement and the POM.

Planning Function:

.

Establish systems for procurement of goods, works and consultant services, in line the
Project Procurement Manual included in the Project Operations Manual;

Prepare and update the Procurement Plan for component D (in cooperation with EPA/
CAMA/YMS/NWRA/MAI) and consolidate Procurement Plans prepared for components
A, B and C, by CAMA/YMS in cooperation with NWRA/MAI/EPA with the both in support of
the General Consultant/Integrator, into a consolidated Project Procurement Plan. Submit
to the Bank for no-objection and monitor/update the same regularly for publication in the
World Bank Image Bank ;

Based on World Bank Standard Bidding Documents, prepare Bidding Documents and
Requests for Proposals for Component D in cooperation with IC. For Components A, B
and C, preparation of final bidding documents, issuance of bid invitations for equipment
and works and request and invitation for proposals for consultancy services will be
based on technical specifications and detailed designs submitted by CAMA/YMS with
the support of the General Consultant/Integrator in cooperation with the IC. All shall be
carried out in close cooperation with and under the guidance of the IC.

Assist PCU Director in the preparation of Terms of Reference (TOR) for the different
consultancy services required by the Project.

Based on the standard request for proposal documents of the World Bank, prepare the
request for proposal (RFP) for various consulting services packages contained in the
procurement plan as per agreed timelines.

Maintain MIS to track procurement activities.

Procurement Process:

Organize advertising for procurement of goods, works and non-consultant services, and
for selection of consultants as required;

Attend to bid and proposal opening, evaluation and contract awards in accordance with
procedures agreed with IDA. For components A, B and C, bid and proposal evaluations will
be conducted in close collaboration with CAMA/YMS assisted by the General Consultant/
Integrator and the IC. For components D, bid and proposal evaluations will be conducted
in close collaboration with EPA assisted by the General Consultant/Integrator and the IC.
Participate in the opening of bids and bid evaluations for works in the governorate, and
organize, attend, and record bid openings and forward minutes to PCU Director the same
day;

Organize assessment of bids, prepare recommendations, and forward report to PCU
Director and IC;

Once recommendations for award are cleared by the competent authority, prepare letters
of award to successful bidders and draft contracts;

[of

ontract Management:

In close collaboration with CAMA/YMS for Components A, B and C and the IC, ensure
compliance with specifications and other contract conditions and delivery of goods to the
consignees.

Participate with the component team in clearing procured items through customs and
arrangements for the transport and supervise their custody.

Based on the Integrator’s recommendations, review and sign the interim and last
payments for contractors;

Others:

Act as a focal point for any dialogue on procurement management matters;

Prepare bi-annual reports regarding the progress of procurement matters. Ensure that
agreed procurement procedures for the Project are strictly adhered to and the World
Bank’s on objection is obtained at all specified stages for prior review cases.
Responsible for management and maintaining of proper records of all relevant
procurement documentation.

Update PCU on status of procurement activities;

Ensure that procurement records are maintained and produced for reviews and legal
agreements with IDA are complied with;

Assume responsibilities of the procurement matters during World Bank and Government
Implementation Support missions.

Attend to other procurement related activities as decided by the PCU Director

Maintain systematically the procurement related records and documentations for audit/
review by the World Bank as well as COCA.

Maintain records’ filing systwem for documents associated with bidding, and the
contracting process for all contracts;

Prepare monthly and quarterly reports; and

Handle the procurement related complaints, if any, received by the project as per the
agreed procedure for the project

The Procurement Manager should have the following qualifications and personal
skills:

7 years of work experience in the field of procurement operations and related issues, of
which at least 4 years experience with procurement and procedures of Foreign Donors;
3 years overall experience with Government procurement procedures;

Experience in procurement using World Bank or any multilateral funding agency
procurement/selection guidelines will be an added advantage.

University Degree in Engineering, Business Administration, Commerce, Law, Economics,
or related fields;

Working knowledge of English and Arabic Languages;

Computer literate with proficiency in Microsoft Office software;

Good interpersonal and communication skills.

Interested consultant must have the following conditions:

Yemeni Nationality

Any consultant if selected should take leave of absence without pay during the period of
the contract in case the consultant is a government employee.

Interested consultants may submit their applications with CVs and supporting documents
to the address mentioned below within 14 days from the date of this announcement.
Applications sent by fax will be ignored.

PPCR, Program Coordination Unit (PCU)
Attention Mr. Anwar Abdulaziz Noaman
Behind Commercial Bank, Beirut Street, Haddah, Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Telephone: +967 1 422 563, 422 564, Facsimile: +967 1 412 431, Email: ppcr@yemen.net.ye
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Unclear standards lead to disputed religious rulings

28 March, 2013

Who can issue a fatwa?

Amira Nasser

man Abdulwahed never

finished her elementary

education. After a reli-

gious cleric in her vil-

lage told her father that
females should not be allowed out
of their homes without a mahram
(a related male chaperon), her fa-
ther took action.

“My father prevented me from
attending classes and three months
later, he married me off to an old
man,” the 11-year-old said.

The small girl, speaking like

someone far beyond her young age,
assured her story is not the first and
will not be the last. She explained
her cousins followed a similar fate
after the religious cleric in her vil-

lage issued what is known as a fat-
wa, a legal opinion or ruling issued
by an Islamic scholar. The trouble
is, the cleric in Eman’s village
lacked the typical specialized Islam
study background to issue credible
fatwas or so many say.

“I know God is fair and he
wouldn’t allow for tyranny,” Eman
said, “But [the clerics] say God said
these things and I don’t believe it.”

It is common in Yemen for people
to seek out a fatwa from well-known
religious clerics who have devoted
themselves to the study of Islamic
laws and teachings. This practice
is generally accepted and largely
unregulated. Well-known sheikhs
(religious leaders) whose fatwas are
rarely called into question do not
receive any sort of certification but

Cartoons lampoon the questionable fatwas, or religious rulings,
made by clerics sheikhs—many of whom have doubtful authority.

Kamal Sharaf

T declare
war on
you!

people say “they are just known and
trusted.”

However, the line between some-
one who can issue a fatwa and who
cannot is blurred and subjective
and many prominent sheikhs (who
are regarded as qualified to issue
fatwas say people like the man in
Eman’s village should not be per-
mitted to declare these rulings, but
they don’t always have a clear defi-
nition of who can.

“It isn’t acceptable that [just]
anybody can deliver a fatwa. Even
studies alone are not enough to de-
liver a fatwa,” said Sheikh Ammar
Bin Nasher, the president of the Al-
Hekma Association in Aden, but he
didn’t expand on any sort of stan-
dardized criteria for someone to
be able to deliver a fatwa. He said
those established in the religious
community usually recognize when
someone has “enough” knowledge
and practice to deliver one.

“I know God is fair
and he wouldn’t
allow for tyranny,”
Eman said, “But [the
clerics] say God said
these things and |
don’t believe it.”

During Yemen'’s popular uprising
in 2011, fatwas were used by some
in powerful positions, including for-
mer President Ali Abdualla Saleh.
He called on influential religious

I declare
war on you!

9

Report

leaders to issue rulings against his
opponents, calling their actions
anti-Islamic. Some people bought
into them and others did not, which
is generally how it works in Yemen.
People use their judgement when
trusting a religious leader’s deci-
sions.

In other countries like Egypt and
Saudi Arabia there are specific es-
tablished bodies where people can
seek out answers to their religious
questions and receive a fatwa.
There is an organization called Ifta
House in Yemen that is a formal
government body specializing in
issuing fatwas but sheikhs like Am-
mar Bin Nasher say the group is
disorganized and lacks standards.

Hessays thisleads Yemenis to seek
answers from imams in mosques
claiming to be Islamic scholars.

An imam, Abdulhaleem Al-Hegri,
said this isn’t necessarily a prob-
lem.

“Seeking a fatwa on simple issues
like inter-personal dealings from
imams isn’t harmful,” he said, but
he said he and those like him should
not be issuing religious rulings on
country-wide issues or those perti-
nent to people’s livelihoods.

Like Eman, people’s lives can
drastically change based on a reli-
gious ruling and recognized sheiks
say that is nothing to be taken light-
ly.

Many are advocating for the Ifta
House to become a more regulatory
body and be the sole source that
issues fatwas. But it would take a
restructure says Bin Nasher and a
lot of effort to establish it as an au-
thority.

Unfortunately, he said, “Ifta
House is not serving Yemenis’
needs.”

The Yemen Times contacted Ifta
House but they declined to speak on
this issue.
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Police Officers Club

RFQs:

with the quotation:

2.
3. Valid Tax 1D Card,
4.

CHF Yemen CHF International

EASE Program

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

RFQ Numbers: (EAsE-RFQ-13-04) & (EASE-RFQ-13-05)

The EASE program focuses on providing humanitarian assistance to displaced people,
returnees and host communities in the southemn governorates of Abyan, Aden, Lahj and
Taiz. The ewverarching goal of the EASE program is to the meet emergency needs of
internally displaced persons and conflict-affected populations and to arrest the increasing
levels of malnutrition through a holistic approach consisting of water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH), livelihoods interventions, and non-food item (NF1) distributions.

As part of the above objectives, CHF is planning to distribute hygiene and water purification
kits to beneficiaries who are under the program recipients; as such CHF is publishing two

1. Hygiene Kit tems (EASE-RFQ-13-04)
2. Water Purification Kit ltems (EASE-RFQ-13-03)

Interested vendors can recelve the documents for either one or both RFQs by contacting
the amail address listed below. The below Information & qualifications must be submitted

Required information & gualifications:

1. Certified and valid initial check or approved banking guarantes in a mount of 2.5% of
Quotation, valid for a minimum of 60 days.
Walid Commercial Record 1D card

The guotation must be submitted in both English and Arabic languages.

CHF reserves the right to visit any interested vendors offices & rejects vendors considerad
to be unqualified for the proposed waork.

he last date for proposal for both RFQs submission is (6

Accompanying data, background information, Terms of Reference, Hygiene Kit Items &
Water Purification Kit ltems’ specifications and other requirements for these RFQs are
available upon request. For further information about this (RFQOs) please contact:

Email: Procurement@chiyvemen. org

CHF International = Yemen

Phone: +9&7 2 275019
Fax: +86T 2 234087

Khour Maksar Area, behind Tarbia Square, Aden
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Awareness campaigns
insufficient to address
Yemen’s water problem

Najlaa Hasan

n Sana’a, activities for this
past United Nations World
Water Day lasted for around
a day—including rotating
TV and radio statements
from influential and famous Ye-
menis, a bicycle marathon and
public speeches from the Ministry
of Environment. But what hap-
pens after this flurry of activity?
Not enough, experts say.
Yemen remains a
parched, thirsty
country, in the
midst of a water

Development Program assessed.
Available ground water is being
depleted at “an alarming rate” and
the rate of urbanization has exac-
erbated the problem.

Part of the issue is that Yemenis
are indifference to their country’s
plight, Tawfeek Al-Sharjabi, the
deputy minister of the Ministry of
Water and Environment, said.

The campaigns surrounding
World Water Day—
which sometimes run a = g

day or two before and
after March 23—are 4

organized in Sana’a, Taiz and So-
cotra (smaller campaigns are orga-
nized in more rural governorates).

Al-Sharjabi admits: the Water
Day campaigns hardly begin to
tackle the problem. The Ministry
ought to be taking a long-term
perspective, he said, but they don’t
have enough money to do so.

One percent of the total public
budget allotted by the state ends up
with the Ministry of Environment,
Al-Sharjabi said. This amounts to
around YR23 billion, around $1.7
million, which he said is not
enough.

“We can’t achieve this sin-

gle-handedly,” Al-Shar-
jabi said, hoping that
new  approaches
to Yemen’s water
crisis will involve
broader collabo-
ration between
organizations
and politicians.
“We Dbelieve that
this is connected to
political solutions,” he
said.
A number of oth-

crisis.

All Gulf
countries
suffer from
a scarcity of
water re-
sources, but
in Yemen—
the poorest
country on the
peninsula—the
need for a viable
solution could be
the greatest. Ye-

International organizations and Yemen’s National Wa-
ter Authority launched the “Couple of Raindrops” cam-

men faces a severe Paign in 2007 to raise awareness about water conserva- . campaigns  are
water  shortage, tion. The effectiveness of the campaign has not been |aynched periodically,
the United Nations Studied. with foreign funds—

s
b
h

A
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False statements stating Yemen is a rainy country with plenty of water have been found in chil-
dren’s textbooks.
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Yemen’s water troubles do not seem to be coming to an end anytime soon, experts say.

provided by UNICEF, USAID
and GTZ—but their effects are
also short term, Al-Sharjabi said,
emerging one year and fading the
next.

Outdated schoolbooks perpetu-
ate problem

For Abdulkhaleq Alwan, from
the National Water Resources Au-
thority in Sana’a, it all starts with
education. Or rather, that’s where
it goes wrong. In a study released
in January, Alwan surveyed the
books used in primary and second-

ary schools in Yemen, looking for
mentions of water resources and
advice for proper use of this scarce
resource.

Alwan found that the most of
the information was outdated, at
best—or just wrong.

“The majority of the concepts
are taught to students [using] bor-
ing texts,” Alwan said. Worse, “cur-
riculum included false facts and
statistics and was taught in [such]
a way that indirectly boosts water
depletion.”

ENJOY WITH MERCURE SANA A HOTEL AND NOTHING WILL BE FAR FROM YOU
YOU ARE IN THE CENTER

Blatantly untrue statements—
claiming that Yemen is a rainy
country with plentiful rivers—were
found, Alwan said. The Ministry of
Education should start working
side-by-side with the Minsitry of
Environment, Alwan suggested.
This might help clear up some of
the confusion.

Alwan said that there have been
some revisions made in school
books, but real, practical methods
for water conservation are still
lacking.

Ta book your stay, please contact us as following:

Rate starting from 80USD for room and 100USD for
suite including breakfast.

Macwrs Sare'a A Saasd - A-Fusaily Sleal
67 1 212544
GE7 1 212 487
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Story and photos by
Samar Qaed

utside of Isam Al-

Khadi’s house, in

the Hasaba area of

Sana’a sits a decay-

ing and inoperable
car collecting garbage and flies and
providing a temporary home for po-
tentially dangerous creatures like
snakes.

“This car has become a trash
dump,” said Al-Khadi, explaining
that no one knows who owns the
car. The vehicle was abandoned
along with dozens of others that lit-
ter the streets, reminders of the in-
termittent fighting that ended there
over a year ago.

In addition to buildings and
homes riddled with bullets and
damaged by fires, the cars were
structural casualties of Yemen’s
popular uprising that broke out in
2011, coined Yemen’s Arab spring.

The Al-Thawra district, which
contains Hasaba, has the biggest
concentrations of these abandoned
vehicles because it was the epicenter
of clashes between troops loyal to
former President Ali Abdulla Saleh
and tribesmen associated with the
Al-Ahmer family, one of Yemen’s
wealthiest families and foe of the
former regime. People fled the area
when fighting broke out and never
returned, leaving their abandoned
property behind.

There is hardly a single street in
Al-Thawra without a decrepit ve-
hicle, some have as many as four,
something residents say they have
grown accustomed to seeing. Not
all vehicles are abandoned though.
Over half of the cars have owners
who say they are awaiting govern-
ment compensation to either repair
the vehicles or dispose of them.

“I presented a request to the
Al-Thawra district administration
in order to receive compensation
for my car that was damaged, but
nothing has happened so far,” said
Anwar Al-Ariqi.

He and others say besides feeling
slighted by the government, they
are angry because the neglected
cars and trucks are an eyesore and
incubator for infectious diseases.

In February, Mohammed
Hamoud Othamn, the head of Al-
Thawra district said Sana’a’s Capi-
tal Secretariat was carrying out a
plan to compensate victims in Ha-
saba.

“The damage control report is
ready and the compensation pay-
ment is included in the 2013 bud-
get and will be distributed to the
affected very soon,” Othamn said,
but he only spoke about restoring
shops, homes and other structures,
not compensation for cars.

Yahia Qutaish, the Al-Thawra
district manager, now says the
question of vehicles will be a sec-
ond part of the plan to be dealt with
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Hasaba battles to clean-up ‘graveyard’
of damaged and destroyed vehicles

Anwar Al-Ariki, a local mechanic, points to a truck that, pre-revolution, he worked on in his garage. Today, vehicles—destroyed
during the uprising in 2011—lay forgotten on the street.
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after homes and
business owners
receive restoration
payments.

“The state [will]
compensate only
those whose cars
were exposed to
serious damages
during the war,”
he said.

Although
Qutaish says the
district is commit-
ted to compensat-
ing  “deserving”
victims, he be-
lieves many of the
cars that remain
are an exaggera-
tion of damage due
to the fighting.

“They think
leaving them on
the streets is an
opportunity to be
compensated,”
he said. Qutaish
wants these peo-
ple to either repair
the vehicles them-
selves or get rid of
them.

But, Al-Ariqi
said it’s undeni-
ably the govern-
ment's responsi-
bility to clean up
hisneighborhood's
mess.

“Our cars were
damaged and our
homes were evacu-
ated because of the
confrontations,”
which was not our
fault, he said.

In other parts of
the city, the Capi-
tal Secretariat
occasionally re-
moves  deserted
cars. Their policy
is to try and find
an owner if the car is untouched
for three months and after that they
will take it to a city dump, accord-
ing to Abdulraqeeb Ata, the manag-
er of the Public Works office in the

used to.

Owners await government compensation for their losses, which may or may
not come.

capital city.

But in Hasaba, this isn't the case
and resident do not want the ve-
hicles taken until they receive com-
pensation they believe is rightfully

Cars have become “dumps,” one resident says, but a sight that they’ve grown

theirs.

“I will not move my car from the
street. It will remain on the street
as a reminder of what happened
during that time,” Al-Ariqi said. \»77”
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