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Amal Al-Yarisi

ADEN, March 31 — A new round of 
clashes broke out between security 
forces and several Southern Move-
ment	
�
     (Hirak)	
�
     affiliates	
�
     in	
�
    Aden	
�
    on	
�
    
Saturday, leaving a resident from 
Taiz dead. 

Hisham Abdu Mohammed Al-
Shamiri was shot dead when secu-
rity	
�
     forces	
�
    fired	
�
     their	
�
     guns	
�
     to	
�
    pre-
vent Hirak members from blocking 
roads during their routine Satur-
days	
�
    and	
�
    Wednesday	
�
    protests	
�
     in	
�
    a	
�
    
local square,  according to Colonel 
Omar	
�
    Hulaish,	
�
    a	
�
    spokesman	
�
    for	
�
    the	
�
    
Aden	
�
    Security	
�
    Department.

Four others were wounded when 
security	
�
     forces	
�
     attempted	
�
     to	
�
     dis-
perse	
�
     protestors	
�
     and	
�
     	
�
     reopen	
�
     	
�
     the	
�
    
well-traveled Crater Road.
“Those	
�
     people	
�
     don’t	
�
     have	
�
     the	
�
    

right to block roads,” Hulaish said.  
“Our job is to unblock these roads.” 

Hulaish does not consider the 
protests	
�
     acts	
�
     of	
�
     civil	
�
     disobedience	
�
    
as	
�
    the	
�
    protestors	
�
    	
�
    have	
�
    been	
�
    calling	
�
    
them.  

Hirak members have been stag-
ing	
�
    the	
�
    protests	
�
     in	
�
    response	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    
National Dialogue Conference 
(NDC), which began March 18. Fac-
tions of Hirak have called the con-
ference illegitimate. 
Hadi	
�
    Hassan	
�
    Ba’om,	
�
     a	
�
    Hirak	
�
     af-

filiate,	
�
     blamed	
�
     security	
�
     forces	
�
     for	
�
    
attacking Hirak members. The 
state has called on Hirak to join in 
the NDC to discuss the Southern 
Issue,	
�
     Ba’om	
�
     said,	
�
     but	
�
     it’s	
�
     difficult	
�
    
to	
�
    accept	
�
    dialogue	
�
    when	
�
    southern-
ers’	
�
    blood	
�
    is	
�
    being	
�
    shed.

Abdulla Nasser Rashid, a NDC 

participant	
�
    representing	
�
    the	
�
    South,	
�
    
said	
�
     they	
�
     will	
�
     suspend	
�
     their	
�
     NDC	
�
    
participation	
�
    unless	
�
     the	
�
    NDC	
�
    Pre-
sidium summons the Interior Min-
ister to the conference and orders 
the resignation of Waheed Rasheed, 
Aden’s	
�
    governor.

Last Wednesday clashes between 
Hirak members who were trying to 
block roads and security forces left 
three	
�
    people	
�
    dead.
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One person dies in clash in Aden, 

NDC members call for investigation

Hirak factions have threatened to withdraw from the NDC unless the state investigates the most 
recent death of protestors in Aden.
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Amal Al-Yarisi

RA’ADA, March 31 — A bomb 
exploded last Tuesday in the Al-
Qane’ neighborhood of Rada’a. 
Official	
�
    sources	
�
    said	
�
    the	
�
    intended	
�
    
target of the blast was Abdusalam 
Al-Nasiri, a prominent sheikh in 
the southern city. Four houses 
and a metal fence were damaged, 
but no one was hurt.

After almost a week of 
investigations, it’s still unknown 
who set off the bomb, or why the 
sheikh was targeted. 

Sinan Jaroon, the deputy 
governor of Al-Bayda’ governorate, 
said the bomb was found in the 
vicinity of Al-Nasiri’s house at 
5:30	
�
     a.m.	
�
     Security	
�
     officials	
�
     were	
�
    
unable to defuse the explosive.

“We don’t have the special 
equipment to defuse these 
explosive devices,” Colonel 
Hamoud Al-Amari, the security 
manager of Rada’a area, said. 
He added that there was also a 
shortage of experienced staff on 
his team. 

Al-Amari said they called on 
military specialists from a base 

to defuse the explosive, but they 
came too late. Instead of disabling 
the	
�
     bomb,	
�
     officials	
�
     opted	
�
     to	
�
    
evacuate the neighborhood. The 
explosive went off around 11:00 
a.m.

Rada’a has been relatively
calm recently, following violent 
confrontations between state 
security forces and Al-Qaeda 
affiliates	
�
     in	
�
     many	
�
     districts	
�
     of	
�
    
Rada’a, Qaifa and Al-Maraseh. 

A seven-member council—made 
up	
�
    of	
�
    five	
�
    local	
�
    sheikhs,	
�
    a	
�
    member	
�
    
of the Ministry of Interior and 
a member from the Ministry of 
Defense—has been instrumental 
in defusing regional tensions. 
The council has been mediating 
between Al-Qaeda and state 
security forces.  

The attempted assassination 
could be an attempt to reignite 
violence, Al-Amari said. Certain 
parties would rather see Rada’a 
remain unstable, he said.

Saleh Al-Qudaimi, the chief 
of the Central Security Forces 
branch in Rada’a, said the city is 
almost entirely empty of Al-Qaeda 
affiliates.	
�
    

Amal Al-Yarisi

SANA'A, March 31 — The Ministry 
of Electricity – sitting a on YR 64 
billion, almost $300 million debt 
– has asked the government to
step in and help them collect the 
owed	
�
    money,	
�
    specifically	
�
    targeting	
�
    
government	
�
     officials,	
�
     institutions	
�
    
and	
�
     influential	
�
     sheiks	
�
     who	
�
     have	
�
    
refused to pay.  

Last Wednesday, the Parliament 
presented a comprehensive report 
to the Cabinet that includes the 
listed	
�
     names	
�
     of	
�
     elected	
�
     officials	
�
    
and government agencies who 
have not paid their bills. 

“High-­ranking	
�
     officials	
�
    
including parliamentarians and 

sheikhs consider themselves 
exempted from paying the 
electricity bills,” said the deputy 
manager at the Ministry of 
Electricity, Harith Al-Amiri. “If 
government institutions evade 
paying their electricity debts, 
[how can] the citizen be blamed?”

About half of the Ministry’s debt 
is due to government institutions.   

The report asked Cabinet to 
use their executive power to 
apply pressure to and coerce the 
government institutions and 
officials	
�
    to	
�
    pay.

“There must be tough 
punishments against those who 
delay paying their electricity 
bills,” said Abdulbari Dughaish, 

a parliament member. “The 
punishment should not just be 
enforced on ordinary people.” 

In Parliament discussions 
last Wednesday, lawmakers put 
forth solutions to collect the debt 
including allowing government 
institutions and individuals to 
pay the bills in installments.  

Al-Amari is behind this plan. 
It would allow an institution and 
individual three months to begin 
paying.  If not, their electricity 
would be cut off and individual 
names would be published in 
state newspapers after the grace 
period.  

However, Al-Amari said 
engineers, who have tried to 

cut off electricity in the past as 
procedural punishment, have 
been subject to attacks.  Some 
engineers have been killed, Al-
Amari, said.  

The Ministry of Electricity has 
been struggling with the debt 
since 2009.  

Al-Amari says their unpaid 
bills are also affecting other 
institutions.  They owe about 
YR60 billion, about $2.8 million 
to the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Minerals for oil they use in 
electrical production.  

The Ministry has also been 
unable to carry out maintence and 
pay employees salaries, Al-Amari 
said.

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA'A, March 31 — Last 
week's	
�
     flooding	
�
     has	
�
     led	
�
     to	
�
     19	
�
    
reported deaths, said the Yemeni 
Meteorology Center on Sunday. 
Seven of the deaths were in 
Hadrmout governorate, seven 
in	
�
     Shabwa	
�
     and	
�
     five	
�
     in	
�
     Marib,	
�
    
including some child fatalities.

The Yemeni meteorology 
center warned of more heavy 
rains especially in mountainous 
governorates including Sana'a, 
Amran, Mahweet, Dhamar and 
Raima. They said land and rock 
erosions could be a result.    

They are asking citizens to take 
precautions. 

 “[Hadromaut] has been living 
in a state of emergency for four 
days,"	
�
     said	
�
     Saeed	
�
    Bark,	
�
     the	
�
     office	
�
    
manager for Hadrmout's deputy 
governor. 

He said people are panicked, 
but	
�
     field	
�
     teams	
�
     and	
�
     helicopters	
�
    
from the Ministry of Defense are 
helping rescue victims.   

 A year ago, the Meteorology 
Center adopted an early warning 
system to inform citizens via 
official	
�
     media	
�
     outlets	
�
     about	
�
    
weather	
�
    dangers	
�
    like	
�
    floods.

However, Rasheed Al-Ariqi, the 
head of the Forecast Department 
at the Center said people do not 
often heed the warnings. A lack of 
access to media also prevents the 

messages’ dissemination.
Al-Ariqi has asked for more 

coordination with local councils 
and the Meteorology Center in 
governorates to educate locals 
about how to prepare for natural 

disasters.  
“We have not measured damages 

yet	
�
    because	
�
    the	
�
    field	
�
    teams	
�
    are	
�
    still	
�
    
working,” Al-Ariqi, said. “But I can 
say losses are estimated in millions 
of riyals.” 

Roads are still blocked and 
farmland has been destroyed, local 
journalists have reported.  

Yemen has been witnessing 
heavy rainfall since last Tuesday 
all over the country. 

Story and photos by 
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA'A, March 31 — The 
Deportation Department in 
the Immigration and Passport 
Authority has extradited 2,500 
illegal African migrants from 
Yemen since the beginning of 
2013,	
�
    according	
�
    to	
�
    officials.	
�
    	
�
    

In March alone, 850 migrants 
have been detained and returned 
to their home countries, Abdullah 
Ali Al-Zurka, the director of the 
Deportation Department, said.   

A majority of the migrants 
have been caught in the northern 
governorate of Sada'a, 
Al-Zurka said.  African 
migrants are often caught 
in the north trying to cross 
the border to Saudi Arabia.

“The rich neighboring 
countries are the reason 
for	
�
     this	
�
     influx	
�
     because	
�
    
the African migrants use 
Yemen as the stepping 
stone towards these 
countries,” said Saba Al-
Mualimi, the coordinator 
for the voluntary return 
department in the 
International Organization 
for Migration. “Only a few 
stay in Yemen. Yemen is not their 
goal, given the economic situation 
in the country.”

The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) released a report 
late last month, stating that an 
estimated 17,700 refugees entered 
Yemen from January to February 

this year. Almost 15,000 of the 
refugees were Ethiopian and 2,700 
were from Somali.  Very few were 
not from those two countries. 

Al-Mualimi says IOM's numbers 
are different but he said both 
figures	
�
     present	
�
     a	
�
     “catastrophic”	
�
    
situation.  

Economic experts estimate 
African refugees cost Yemen YR2 
billion, over $9 million a year 
in health care, education and 
transportation costs.

“This is a huge amount at a 
time when Yemen’s economy is 
continuously deteriorating,” said 
Mustfa Nassr, an economist at 

the Studies and Economic Media 
Center in Sana'a. “Yemen cannot 
accommodate this number.”

Al-Zurka says the Yemeni 
government is stepping up its 
patrols at Yemen's various border 
crossings	
�
     to	
�
     keep	
�
     the	
�
     influx	
�
    
of refugees from entering the 
country. 

Yemen deports 2,500 
African refugees this year 

No suspects yet in Rada’a explosion, 
officials	
�
   continue	
�
   investigations	
�
   	
�
   

Flooding continues, death toll rises

Parliament seeks solutions for Ministry of Electricity’s 
mounting	
�
   debt;	
�
   sheikhs,	
�
   officials	
�
   refuse	
�
   to	
�
   pay	
�
   bills	
�
   

Hundreds	
�
   of	
�
   Yemeni	
�
   boats	
�
   and	
�
   fishermen	
�
   in	
�
   custody	
�
   of	
�
   

Eritrean marine forces, claims of inhumane treatment  

Illegal migrants complain about the lack of access to work in 
Yemen.

Yemen receives thousands of 
migrants in spite of its deteriorated 
economy. 

In rural areas, many Yemenis don’t hear storm warnings broadcast through media.
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Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA'A, March 31 — The Fishery 
Cooperative Union, a non-
governmental syndicate made 
up	
�
     of	
�
     Yemeni	
�
     fisherman,	
�
     said	
�
     on	
�
    
Sunday that Eritrean forces have 
now detained over 200 Yemeni 
fishermen	
�
     and	
�
     confiscated	
�
     over	
�
    
850 boats since 2006. 
	
�
     One	
�
     Yemeni	
�
     fisherman	
�
     was	
�
    
allegedly shot by Eritrean marine 
forces, according to the Fishery 
Wealth Ministry.

Wade’ Ata, the head of 
San’d Organization—another 
organization which works with 
the	
�
     country’s	
�
     fisheries—told	
�
     the	
�
    
Yemen	
�
     Times	
�
     that	
�
     fishermen	
�
    
undergo humiliating treatment 
once captured. 

“They are forced to do hard labor 
in construction projects,” Ata said. 
“They are inhumanely treated. 
They don’t get enough food, water, 
medicine or sleep.” 

“The Eritrean authorities have 
detained	
�
     Yemeni	
�
     fishermen	
�
     in	
�
    
many camps on different islands, 
like Fatima and Dahlk islands,” 
Ata said. 

On Saturday, this issue was 
raised in during a session of the 
Yemeni Parliament. 

Yahiya Al-Raei, the head of 

Parliament, was tasked with 
speaking with President Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi in order to 
reach some sort of solution.

Given that Yemen has a 2,500 
kilometer	
�
     shoreline,	
�
     the	
�
     fishing	
�
    
industry is important for this 
country, supporting around 
400,000 Yemenis and their 
families. 

Ambassador Mohammed Al-
Jaefi,	
�
     the	
�
     head	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
     African	
�
    

Department at the Yemeni 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said 
the Eritrean government has only 
detained	
�
     fisherman	
�
     who	
�
     have	
�
    
been	
�
     fishing	
�
     outside	
�
     of	
�
     national	
�
    
boundaries.    

Abdulla Sunbul, the deputy 
minister of the Fishery Wealth 
Ministry, said the ministry formed 
a committee to address the dire 
situation of the captured Yemeni 
fishermen.	
�
    

The ministry   released a 
statement last Sunday expressing 
its concern for the inhumane 
treatment	
�
    of	
�
    Yemeni	
�
    fishermen.	
�
    

The statement called on the 
Eritrean government to launch 
an  investigation into the incidents 
and release the Yemeni detainees 
immediately.

The Eritrean Embassy in Sana’a 
did not return repeated calls from 
the Yemen Times.

The	
�
    fishing	
�
    industry	
�
    supports	
�
    around	
�
    40,000	
�
    Yemenis	
�
    and	
�
    their	
�
    families.	
�
    	
�
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Story and photos by

Ali Abulohoom

Outside the Cabinet 
building in Sana’a, 
fewer than 20 
protestors	
�
     sit	
�
     in	
�
     five	
�
    
ragged tents, day and 

night. They are there demanding 
medical treatment for injuries 
they—and tens of thousands of 
others—sustained during the 2011 
revolution.
They’ve	
�
     been	
�
     in	
�
     front	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
    

government	
�
     office	
�
     since	
�
     January	
�
    
29 and—despite beatings by state 
forces—are still holding their 
ground.

An estimated 28,000 Yemenis 
were injured during the 2011 
uprising—either by state forces or 
caught in clashes between armed 
tribes	
�
     and	
�
     the	
�
     government—
and	
�
     have	
�
     been	
�
     promised	
�
    
YR100,000,000, almost $500,000 
for their treatment, paid for by 
the current administration. As of 
now,	
�
    only	
�
    212	
�
    of	
�
    those	
�
    injured	
�
    have	
�
    
been treated, 126 are currently in 
treatment. 

The process is going frustratingly 
slow	
�
    for	
�
    the	
�
    activists.	
�
    
In	
�
     January,	
�
     the	
�
     wounded	
�
    

protesters	
�
     filed	
�
     a	
�
     lawsuit	
�
     against	
�
    

the	
�
     government,	
�
     hoping	
�
     to	
�
     speed	
�
    
up the process. Parliament Member 
Ahmed Saif Hashed, who is also a 
lawyer, took on their case.  

But soon after, Hashed—along 
with	
�
    the	
�
    activists—was	
�
    attacked	
�
    by	
�
    
security	
�
     forces.	
�
     Hashed	
�
     received	
�
    
blows to the head and wound up in 
the hospital, he said. Around the 
same time, Hashed—who had been 
given	
�
    a	
�
    seat	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    National	
�
    Dialogue	
�
    
Conference—stepped down in 
solidarity	
�
     with	
�
     the	
�
     revolutionary	
�
    
youth, many of whom question the 
validity	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    conference.

Hashid held his own protest, 
from March 23-28 this time inside 
the Parliament. Yahia Al-raei, the 
Parliament	
�
     Chairman	
�
     eventually	
�
    
had	
�
     Hashed	
�
     removed.	
�
     “[Al-­raei]	
�
    
Then	
�
     [Al-­raei]	
�
     ordered	
�
     his	
�
     escorts	
�
    
to force me out of  Parliament,” 
Hashed said.

Hashed said he will protest in 
support	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    revolutionaries	
�
    until	
�
    

the	
�
    government	
�
    responds.	
�
    
Hamoud Al-ezi, a community 

organizer who works with the 
protestors,	
�
     said	
�
    on	
�
     the	
�
    first	
�
    day	
�
    of	
�
    
their sit-in, they numbered more 
than 200. Though their numbers 
have	
�
    dwindled,	
�
    Al-­ezi	
�
    believes	
�
    that	
�
    
if they’re persistent, justice will be 
served.

Al-ezi accused the Wafa 
Foundation—a	
�
    Yemeni	
�
    NGO	
�
    which	
�
    
treats	
�
     wounded	
�
     revolutionaries—
of not doing its job. Shawqi Al-
maimoni, from the Wafa Foundation 
defended the organization, saying 
that	
�
     the	
�
     injured	
�
     revolutionaries	
�
    
have	
�
    not	
�
    registered	
�
    properly.	
�
    

Ministerial Committee

The Ministry of Health formed a 
committee last month to gather 
data about the number of injured 
revolutionaries.	
�
    
Ali	
�
     Al-­Noaimi,	
�
     the	
�
     financial	
�
    

manager of the ministerial 

committee, explained his work.                      
“Our	
�
     task	
�
     is	
�
     to	
�
     treat	
�
     all	
�
     wounded	
�
    
people of incidents took place 
between 2011-2012. We formed 
three secondary committees to 
work on the ground in Sana’a, Taiz 
and	
�
    Aden,”	
�
    Ali	
�
    Al-­Noaimi	
�
    said.	
�
    
“We	
�
    are	
�
    counting	
�
    the	
�
    number	
�
    of	
�
    

wounded	
�
     people	
�
     and	
�
     figuring	
�
     out	
�
    
whether they need to go abroad 
for treatment, or whether they can 
receive	
�
    it	
�
    [domestically].”	
�
    
The	
�
     injured	
�
     have	
�
     been	
�
     sent	
�
     to	
�
    

Turkey,	
�
     India,	
�
     Jordan,	
�
     Saudia	
�
    
Arabia, Cuba, Egypt and the U.S., 

Al-­Noaimi	
�
    said.	
�
    
Protestors say that some medical 

treatment	
�
     is	
�
     going	
�
     to	
�
     undeserving	
�
    
people and that too few of the true 
revolutionaries	
�
     are	
�
     getting	
�
     the	
�
    
services	
�
     they	
�
     need.	
�
     On	
�
     Thursday,	
�
    
Waleed Al-Saleh, one of those 
who was wounded on the Friday of 
Dignitiy—when	
�
    state	
�
    forces	
�
    opened	
�
    
fire	
�
     on	
�
     a	
�
     crowd	
�
     of	
�
     protestors	
�
     in	
�
    
Change	
�
    Square,	
�
    killing	
�
    over	
�
    50	
�
    and	
�
    
injuring around 100—passed away. 
Al-Saleh was shot in the back and 
paralyzed. He was 25 and from 
Hodieda.

Wounded revolutionaries vow to stay put 
until all receive medical treatment   

Parliamentarian Ahmed Saif Hashid says he sits in solidarity 

with the protesters.

For over two months wounded revolutionaries have been outside the Cabinet building.  
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In your opinion, what is the 
reason behind increased as-
sassinations recently – the 
absence of the state or weap-
ons proliferation?
Both. We have warned of weapons 
proliferation. The major reason for 
conflict	
�
    in	
�
    Yemen	
�
    is	
�
    the	
�
    availability	
�
    
of weapons among civilians. Al-
though	
�
    weapons	
�
     are	
�
     found	
�
     every-
where	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     world,	
�
     the	
�
     problem	
�
    
in	
�
    Yemen	
�
    is	
�
    more	
�
    complicated	
�
    be-
cause there is no weapon control.

Why isn’t the government se-
rious about reducing weapons 
possession?
It is a matter of a politics – dis-
agreements	
�
     between	
�
     the	
�
     govern-
ment	
�
    and	
�
    opposition	
�
    parties	
�
    about	
�
    
a	
�
     bill	
�
     regarding	
�
     weapons	
�
     carry-
ing. Although the government is 
somewhat	
�
    serious	
�
    about	
�
    this	
�
    bill,	
�
    it	
�
    
hasn’t	
�
    been	
�
    passed	
�
    by	
�
    Parliament.
In	
�
     2007,	
�
     the	
�
     Cabinet	
�
     issued	
�
     a	
�
    

decree	
�
     that	
�
     prohibited	
�
     weapons	
�
    
carrying	
�
    in	
�
    major	
�
    cities	
�
    and	
�
    closed	
�
    
weapons	
�
     markets.	
�
     Consequently,	
�
    
[many]	
�
     cities	
�
     [had	
�
     a	
�
     reduction]	
�
     in	
�
    
weapons	
�
     [carrying],	
�
     but	
�
     the	
�
     2011	
�
    
uprising	
�
    brought	
�
    the	
�
    original	
�
    situ-
ation	
�
    back.

Why do you think the number 
of assassination attempts in-
creased with the beginning of 
the National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC)?
Unfortunately,	
�
     some	
�
     parties	
�
     are	
�
    
attempting	
�
    to	
�
    damage	
�
    the	
�
    NDC	
�
    be-
cause	
�
    they	
�
    don’t	
�
    like	
�
    it.	
�
    I	
�
    would	
�
    like	
�
    
to tell them the tragedies that hap-
pened	
�
    in	
�
    2011	
�
    are	
�
    enough.

Do you think weapons carry-
ing and violence in the coun-
try will come to an end when 
the NDC is over?
This could happen if the NDC 
members’	
�
     priority	
�
     is	
�
     national	
�
     in-

terests.

Several sheikhs partaking 
in the NDC are calling for a 
civil society, yet they are ac-
companied by heavily armed 
escorts?
They	
�
    need	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    educated.

Do you think they are aware 
of the risks of weapons? 
Their	
�
     egos	
�
     [get	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     way].	
�
     They	
�
    
don’t know the value of a human 
being	
�
    is	
�
    measured	
�
    by	
�
    their	
�
    morals	
�
    
and	
�
     how	
�
     they	
�
     deal	
�
     with	
�
     and	
�
     love	
�
    
others.

But they say the government 
is unable to protect them so 
they carry weapons for self-
defense. 
Some	
�
    	
�
    think	
�
    it	
�
    is	
�
    masculine	
�
    to	
�
    carry	
�
    
weapons. 

Who instilled this in [Ye-
men’s] culture?
Political	
�
    conflicts	
�
    and	
�
    tribal	
�
    coali-
tions have.

The military committee said 
there is a serious step in place 
to ban weapons. They report 
they caught many militants 
recently. They also report 
their moves could put a limit 
on the spread of crime. What 
do you think?
We	
�
    thank	
�
    the	
�
    military	
�
    committee.	
�
    
We also call for further serious and 
organized	
�
     work.	
�
     Sometimes	
�
     you	
�
    
see	
�
     five	
�
     military	
�
     checkpoints	
�
     on	
�
    
one	
�
    street.	
�
    There	
�
    needs	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    a	
�
    dis-
tribution	
�
    strategy	
�
     for	
�
     these	
�
    check-
points. 

Do you think the procedures 
of this plan are [only] en-
forced for regular people? 
Are	
�
     sheikhs	
�
     and	
�
     influential	
�
    
people an exception?
A	
�
    solider	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    field	
�
    has	
�
    one	
�
    rule	
�
    -­	
�
    
to condone the powerful. Unfortu-
nately,	
�
     in	
�
    many	
�
     cases	
�
     soldiers	
�
     are	
�
    
executed	
�
     or	
�
     receive	
�
     unfavorable	
�
    
verdicts	
�
    just	
�
    because	
�
    they	
�
    attempt	
�
    
to	
�
    [go	
�
    against	
�
    the	
�
    powerful].
Soldiers	
�
    should	
�
    be	
�
    given	
�
    a	
�
    decent	
�
    

salary	
�
    that	
�
    cover	
�
    basic	
�
    needs.	
�
    Sol-
diers	
�
    also	
�
    need	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    given	
�
    training	
�
    
on how to deal with citizens.

Some	
�
    sheikhs	
�
    and	
�
    influential	
�
    
people do not stop at security 
checkpoints even if the sol-
diers request inspection?
Such people suffer from arrogance 
- it is a disease.

What can be done with these 
people? Do you support using 
force against them?
The	
�
     law	
�
     should	
�
     be	
�
     enforced	
�
     for	
�
    
these	
�
     people.	
�
     The	
�
     state	
�
     currently	
�
    
isn’t strong enough to take action 
against	
�
    them	
�
    because	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    excep-
tional	
�
     circumstances	
�
     the	
�
     country	
�
    
is going through. It is  a matter of 
conscience.

If we speak of revenge [kill-
ings], do you think this phe-
nomenon is on the rise or on 

the decrease?
Revenge	
�
     [killings]	
�
     will	
�
     never	
�
     be	
�
    
eliminated as long as people do 
not	
�
    trust	
�
    the	
�
    law,	
�
    and	
�
    the	
�
    military	
�
    
doesn’t	
�
    intervene	
�
    in	
�
    tribal	
�
    conflicts

Some NDC members objected 
to some sheikhs entering the 
conference with a Jambia (a 
traditional Yemeni dagger). 
Do you count the Jambia as a 
weapon?
The	
�
     Jambia	
�
     has	
�
     symbolic	
�
     value.	
�
     I	
�
    
don’t consider it a weapon. 

Foreigners are still being ab-
ducted. Why?
The	
�
    abduction	
�
    of	
�
    foreigners	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    hei-
nous	
�
    crime	
�
    that	
�
    goes	
�
    against	
�
    tribal	
�
    
customs and religion. It should re-
ceive intensive punishment.

This trend wasn’t so prevalent 
in	
�
     the	
�
     past	
�
     but,	
�
     unfortunately,	
�
    
ransoms	
�
     [being	
�
     demanded	
�
     and	
�
    
paid]	
�
    as	
�
    well	
�
    as	
�
    other	
�
    political	
�
    and	
�
    
religious agendas have led to an 
increase. The government knows 
there are schools of thought that 
spread such concepts and instead 
of eliminating these schools, it ar-
rests	
�
    misguided	
�
    youth.

Multiple tribesmen say they 
are willing to put their weap-
ons aside provided that the 
state protects them?
This is a fact. Who wants to pur-
sue his opponent? The state is sup-
posed to intervene once a crime 
takes	
�
    place	
�
    because	
�
    people	
�
    become	
�
    
angry	
�
     and	
�
     resort	
�
     to	
�
     taking	
�
     justice	
�
    
into	
�
     their	
�
     own	
�
     hands	
�
     when	
�
     they	
�
    
feel	
�
    nobody	
�
     [cares	
�
    about	
�
     their]	
�
     is-
sues.

Even in America and France or 
any	
�
    other	
�
    country,	
�
    people	
�
    will	
�
    take	
�
    
justice	
�
    into	
�
    their	
�
    own	
�
    hands	
�
    	
�
    if	
�
    they	
�
    
feel the state has failed to do so.

Are military and security 
forces able to deter weapons 
carrying and reduce weapons 
proliferation?
Yes,	
�
     and	
�
     it	
�
     has	
�
    potential	
�
     to	
�
     do	
�
     so,	
�
    
but	
�
    the	
�
    state	
�
    should	
�
    raise	
�
    soldiers’	
�
    
salaries and take into consider-
ation the welfare of the soldiers.

Why have some youth re-
sorted to extremist religious 
groups like Al-Qaeda?
Those	
�
    youth	
�
    are	
�
    honest	
�
    and	
�
    faith-
ful,	
�
     but	
�
     they	
�
     are	
�
     victims.	
�
     Unem-
ployment	
�
    and	
�
    a	
�
    lack	
�
    of	
�
    places	
�
    to	
�
    go	
�
    
for	
�
    entertainment	
�
    play	
�
    a	
�
    great	
�
    role	
�
    
in	
�
     this	
�
    matter.	
�
     They	
�
     convince	
�
     the	
�
    
youth	
�
    that	
�
    they	
�
    are	
�
    going	
�
    to	
�
    heaven.	
�
    
I was once a victim as I grew up in 
a	
�
    religious	
�
    family.	
�
    Religious	
�
    groups	
�
    
lured	
�
     me	
�
     in	
�
     with	
�
     their	
�
     ideas,	
�
     but	
�
    
when	
�
    I	
�
    became	
�
    an	
�
    adult,	
�
    I	
�
    realized	
�
    
that religion means having morals, 
love	
�
    and	
�
    mercy.

How have extremist religious 
groups contributed to the 
spread of violence in recent 
years?
During the revolution, some reli-
gious groups issued fatwas, per-
mitting the killing of the revolu-
tionaries.	
�
     In	
�
     1994,	
�
     a	
�
     fatwa	
�
     was	
�
    
issued permitting the killing of 
Southerners. Religion is used for 
killing. We need a religion that 
teaches	
�
    us	
�
    love,	
�
    unity	
�
    and	
�
    honesty,	
�
    
not	
�
    [how	
�
    to	
�
    explode	
�
    someone].	
�
    We	
�
    
do	
�
    not	
�
    want	
�
    Islam	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    confined	
�
    to	
�
    
wealth and the hands of rulers. The 
type	
�
    of	
�
    religion	
�
    some	
�
    rulers	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    
Islamic world want is the one that 
keeps	
�
     them	
�
     wealthy.	
�
     People	
�
     don’t	
�
    
have	
�
    anything	
�
    except	
�
    for	
�
    robes	
�
    and	
�
    
tooth paste . Rulers will even loot 
that.

What do you think about the 
future of Al-Qaeda in Yemen?
Al-­Qaeda	
�
    has	
�
    no	
�
    future	
�
    in	
�
    Yemen	
�
    if	
�
    
the	
�
    NDC	
�
    is	
�
    able	
�
    to	
�
    come	
�
    up	
�
    with	
�
    a	
�
    
national	
�
    agenda	
�
    that	
�
    is	
�
    not	
�
    subject	
�
    
to foreign intervention.  

Who do you think is respon-
sible for attacking electric-
ity towers and oil pipelines in 
Marib?
Some groups depend on the sup-
port of the state in order to live. 
Once that support is withdrawn, 
these groups resort to these at-
tacks. If the state was strict from 
day	
�
    one	
�
    and	
�
    applied	
�
    the	
�
    law	
�
    [which	
�
    
states that perpetrators should 
have	
�
    their]	
�
    hands	
�
    amputated,	
�
    they	
�
    
would not dare to do such an act. 

Why hasn’t the government 
acted to deter such groups?
Unfortunately,	
�
    the	
�
    government	
�
    has	
�
    
worked to please them instead of 
taking strong, punitive decisions 
to deter them.

We have heard the state army 
is pursuing the attackers. 
However, the military has not 
thwarted these attacks. 
We support decisive action from 
the state.  However, the state needs 
to	
�
     cooperate	
�
     with	
�
     the	
�
     tribal	
�
     com-
munity,	
�
    civil	
�
    society	
�
    organizations	
�
    
and clergies. 

Why haven’t tribal leaders 
taken action and stopped 
saboteurs considering [tribal 
sheiks] signed a petition to 
defend the electricity infra-
structure?
Tribal	
�
    norms	
�
    are	
�
    decisive	
�
    on	
�
    such	
�
    
issues. But these norms have failed. 
The	
�
     tribes	
�
     have	
�
     tried	
�
     to	
�
    maintain	
�
    
civility,	
�
     but	
�
     this	
�
     hasn’t	
�
     happened	
�
    
because	
�
    of	
�
    political	
�
    conflicts.	
�
    Now	
�
    
there	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    vacuum	
�
    between	
�
    the	
�
    two	
�
    
[tribalism	
�
    and	
�
    civility].	
�
    

Tribal checkpoints are still 
ubiquitous in many areas. 
Why hasn’t the state punished 
perpetrators?
These	
�
     tribal	
�
     checkpoints	
�
     have	
�
    
questionably	
�
    spread.	
�
    Tribes	
�
    used	
�
    to	
�
    
step in and end these checkpoints, 
which are considered shameful. 
But	
�
     tribal	
�
     norms	
�
     have	
�
     started	
�
     to	
�
    
gradually	
�
     disappear.	
�
     At	
�
     a	
�
     time	
�
    
when	
�
    norms	
�
    and	
�
     the	
�
     law	
�
    are	
�
    both	
�
    
absent,	
�
    who	
�
    will	
�
    control	
�
    people?

During the 2011 revolution, it 
was rumored tribes became 
closer and revenge [killings] 
were coming to an end.
Revenge	
�
    [killings]	
�
    are	
�
    still	
�
    happen-
ing. When political powers want 
to	
�
    create	
�
    propaganda	
�
    about	
�
    some-
thing,	
�
    they	
�
    will.

What is your opinion about 
military camps and ware-
houses for weapons being lo-
cated in residential areas?
I	
�
    want	
�
     the	
�
     army	
�
     evacuated	
�
     out	
�
     of	
�
    
Sana’a	
�
     so	
�
     security	
�
     forces	
�
     will	
�
     be	
�
    
in	
�
    charge	
�
    of	
�
    safety	
�
     in	
�
    Sana’a.	
�
    Why	
�
    
don’t	
�
    these	
�
    military	
�
    camps	
�
    contrib-
ute	
�
     to	
�
     resolving	
�
     tribal	
�
     issues	
�
     and	
�
    
disputes?	
�
    Why	
�
    don’t	
�
     citizens	
�
     have	
�
    
a state that penalizes perpetrators? 
We	
�
    don’t	
�
     lack	
�
    an	
�
    army	
�
    or	
�
    security	
�
    
forces. We lack seriousness. I want 
the	
�
    army	
�
    to	
�
    boost	
�
    security	
�
    and	
�
    sta-
bility	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     country,	
�
     not	
�
     narrow-­
minded,	
�
    partisan	
�
    conflicts.

Arms traders sell weapons 
while the state watches. What 
can be done about these trad-
ers?
The	
�
    state	
�
    is	
�
    in	
�
    trouble,	
�
    and	
�
    the	
�
    se-
curity	
�
    situation	
�
    is	
�
    unique.	
�
    After	
�
    the	
�
    
dialogue	
�
     these	
�
     issues	
�
    must	
�
    be	
�
     ad-
dressed.

Sheikh Abdurrahman Al-Marwani to the Yemen Times:

“Revenge [killings] will never be eliminated as 
long as people do not trust the law, and the 
military	
�
   doesn’t	
�
   intervene	
�
   in	
�
   tribal	
�
   conflicts”
Sheikh Abdurrahman Al-Marwani is the head of Dar Al-Salam 
Organization for Combating Revenge and Violence. Through the 
organization he works to eliminate violence and revenge killings 
in	
�
    tribal	
�
    areas,	
�
    including	
�
    ones	
�
    that	
�
    have	
�
    faced	
�
    ongoing	
�
    conflicts	
�
    
for decades. He is also dedicated to reducing arms proliferation 
in Yemen.  

He puts forth solutions like raising soldiers’ salaries to en-
courage security forces in tribal areas to be vigilant in deterring 
weapons carrying.  

In an interview with the Yemen Times, Al-Marwani also spoke 
about several issues pertaining to security, weapons carrying 
and violence.  

Interview and photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

The	
�
    influential	
�
    sheikh	
�
    thinks	
�
    tribal	
�
    conflicts	
�
    can	
�
    be	
�
    minimized	
�
    with	
�
    state	
�
    intervention.	
�
    

We don’t lack an 
army or security 
forces. We lack 
seriousness. I 
want the army 
to boost security 
and stability in 
the country, not 
narrow-minded, 
partisan	
�
   conflicts.

Even in America 
and France or any 
other country, 
people will take 
justice into their 
own hands  if they 
feel the state has 
failed to do so.

Unfortunately, 
in many cases 
soldiers are 
executed or receive 
unfavorable 
verdicts just 
because they 
attempt to [go 
against the 
powerful].
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�
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�
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�
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�
   îŃ
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�
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�
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�
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�
   Ĺîňŋ
	
�
   îńňŔăō	
�
   îŌĿ	
�
   ôĿōĊĿí	
�
   łīĉ
	
�
   îŌĿ	
�
   ôĿōĊĿí	
�
   łīĉ	
�
   ĲķŎøœ

.õíàíĊøīŜĿ	
�
   äĀŀ÷

	
�
   ،ŒŀòĸĿí	
�
   ıĎĬĿí	
�
   Ì
	
�
   ıîĤøćśí	
�
   ÄøĬœ

	
�
   ÄĻã	
�
   Ŏŋō	
�
   ŁČÿŗí	
�
   ðŔĬĿí
	
�
   ŊŔĳō	
�
   ïŎŔĬĿí	
�
   ð÷íĎŃ
.ÒíĊÿ	
�
   ôĨŀİŃ	
�
   Łîļăã
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Yemen's "national dia-
logue"	
�
     finally	
�
     began	
�
    
one week ago, after 
several deferrals. The 
agenda	
�
    is	
�
    dominated	
�
    by	
�
    

the "Southern issue", the question 
of Southern secession.

The Southern Movement, com-
monly	
�
     referred	
�
     to	
�
     as	
�
     Hirak,	
�
     is	
�
     al-
ready	
�
    expressing	
�
    its	
�
    dissatisfaction	
�
    
with	
�
     the	
�
     dialogue.	
�
     Hirak	
�
     has	
�
     85	
�
    
seats	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    dialogue	
�
    assembly,	
�
    but	
�
    
several factions within the move-
ment said in a joint statement on 
March	
�
    21	
�
    that	
�
    those	
�
    85	
�
    representa-
tives	
�
    do	
�
    not	
�
    properly	
�
    delineate	
�
    Hi-
rak's demands.
Any	
�
    scenario	
�
    other	
�
    than	
�
    full	
�
    Hi-

rak	
�
     participation	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     talks	
�
     will	
�
    
threaten	
�
     the	
�
     nation's	
�
     security	
�
     and	
�
    
will	
�
    ultimately	
�
    cost	
�
    many	
�
    Yemenis	
�
    
their lives. The national dialogue 
will	
�
    be	
�
    squandered	
�
    if	
�
    Hirak's	
�
    entire	
�
    
leadership	
�
    is	
�
    not	
�
    on	
�
    board.

Last month alone the govern-
ment	
�
     reported	
�
     four	
�
     deaths	
�
     due	
�
     to	
�
    
clashes	
�
    between	
�
    the	
�
    Hirak	
�
    and	
�
     lo-
cal authorities in the South.
On	
�
    February	
�
    23,	
�
    President	
�
    Abdu	
�
    

Rabu	
�
     Mansour	
�
     Hadi	
�
     -­	
�
     originally	
�
    
from Dhakeen, a southern village 
-­	
�
    made	
�
    his	
�
    first	
�
    visit	
�
    to	
�
    Aden,	
�
    to	
�
    ac-
knowledge	
�
    Hirak's	
�
    grievances.

After the 1994 civil war, former 
President	
�
    Ali	
�
     Abdullah	
�
     Saleh	
�
     con-
sistently	
�
     overlooked	
�
     the	
�
     concerns	
�
    

of the South, as a form of revenge. 
There was talk of secession even 
then, and the movement gained 
momentum	
�
    from	
�
    2007	
�
    to	
�
    2011,	
�
    but	
�
    
was	
�
    never	
�
    unified	
�
    enough	
�
    to	
�
    pose	
�
    a	
�
    
real	
�
    threat	
�
    to	
�
    Yemen's	
�
    unity.
But	
�
     now	
�
     Hirak's	
�
     fragmented	
�
    

leadership	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    problem	
�
    for	
�
    national	
�
    
unity:	
�
     if	
�
     the	
�
     factions	
�
    cannot	
�
    speak	
�
    
and act together, the dialogue will 
dissolve and chaos will follow.
Secession	
�
     would	
�
     not	
�
     provide	
�
    

Hirak's	
�
     divided	
�
     factions	
�
     with	
�
     the	
�
    
independence	
�
     they	
�
     seek;;	
�
     rather,	
�
     it	
�
    
would result in the creation of sev-
eral weak regional regimes, in con-
stant	
�
    conflict	
�
    with	
�
    each	
�
    other.

Yemen's government should have 
addressed legitimate Southern con-
cerns long ago. Now the issue will 
not	
�
    be	
�
    settled	
�
    easily	
�
    or	
�
    quickly.
The	
�
     present	
�
     weak	
�
     agreement	
�
    

among	
�
    Hirak	
�
     factions	
�
     is	
�
     the	
�
    prod-
uct	
�
    of	
�
    an	
�
    interim	
�
    alliance.	
�
    The	
�
    only	
�
    
thing uniting all of them is their 
common goal of secession, and 
their	
�
     common	
�
     enemy,	
�
     the	
�
     central	
�
    
government.	
�
     Hirak	
�
     members	
�
     con-
sider	
�
    the	
�
    South	
�
    to	
�
    be	
�
    under	
�
    occupa-
tion.
The	
�
     Southern	
�
     proverb	
�
     "he	
�
     re-

moves an onion, and grows garlic" 
refers	
�
     to	
�
     an	
�
     apparent	
�
     change	
�
     that	
�
    
actually	
�
     yields	
�
     the	
�
     same	
�
     results.	
�
    
Southern	
�
    power	
�
    struggles	
�
    have	
�
    per-
sisted	
�
    through	
�
    deceptive	
�
    leadership	
�
    
changes,	
�
    and	
�
    this	
�
    pattern	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    good	
�
    
indicator of what the future would 
hold after secession.
The	
�
    South	
�
    has	
�
    been	
�
    divided	
�
    since	
�
    

the	
�
    days	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    British	
�
    occupation,	
�
    
which	
�
    saw	
�
    power	
�
    struggles	
�
    in	
�
    Had-
ramout,	
�
     Abyan	
�
     and	
�
     Lahj.	
�
     These	
�
    
internal rivalries continued after 
independence	
�
    in	
�
    1967.
Over	
�
     the	
�
     next	
�
     two	
�
     decades,	
�
     the	
�
    

South,	
�
     as	
�
     its	
�
     own	
�
     state,	
�
     cycled	
�
    
through	
�
     six	
�
     presidents.	
�
     Some	
�
    
transfers	
�
    were	
�
    peaceful	
�
    while	
�
    oth-
ers	
�
     were	
�
     bloody,	
�
     but	
�
     all	
�
     of	
�
     them,	
�
    
while disguised as ideological or 
political,	
�
    were	
�
    driven	
�
    by	
�
    tribal	
�
    poli-
tics	
�
    and	
�
    personal	
�
    ambition.

In	
�
    June	
�
    1969,	
�
    a	
�
    peaceful	
�
    coup	
�
    led	
�
    
to	
�
     the	
�
     removal	
�
     of	
�
    military	
�
     leaders	
�
    
but	
�
    also	
�
    changed	
�
     the	
�
     regional	
�
    bal-
ance	
�
    of	
�
    high-­office-­holders.	
�
    And	
�
    in	
�
    
January	
�
    1986,	
�
    when	
�
    internal	
�
    "ideo-
logical" divisions occurred within 
Yemen's	
�
    Socialist	
�
    Party	
�
    (YSP),	
�
    sev-
eral regions associated with the 
losing	
�
    faction	
�
    suffered	
�
    losses;;	
�
    other	
�
    
regions	
�
     gained	
�
     influence	
�
     based	
�
     on	
�
    
their	
�
    tribal	
�
    loyalties.
These	
�
     divisions	
�
     still	
�
     exist.	
�
     Most	
�
    

current	
�
     Hirak	
�
     leaders	
�
     were	
�
     mem-
bers	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    YSP	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    old	
�
    southern	
�
    
People's	
�
    Democratic	
�
    Republic	
�
    of	
�
    Ye-
men.	
�
    For	
�
    these	
�
    men	
�
    the	
�
    YSP	
�
    served	
�
    
as	
�
    a	
�
    vehicle	
�
    to	
�
    power,	
�
    and	
�
    now	
�
    Hi-
rak does the same thing.
Personal	
�
     conflicts	
�
     still	
�
     boil	
�
     un-

der	
�
     the	
�
     surface,	
�
     damaging	
�
    Hirak's	
�
    
leadership.	
�
    No	
�
    one	
�
    in	
�
    Hirak	
�
    is	
�
    capa-
ble	
�
    of	
�
    producing	
�
    a	
�
    transitional	
�
    plan	
�
    
that	
�
    can	
�
    win	
�
    wide	
�
    support.

If secession occurs and the north-
ern	
�
     government	
�
     is	
�
     out	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
    way,	
�
    
a	
�
     few	
�
     southern	
�
     leaders	
�
     would	
�
     opt	
�
    
for	
�
    the	
�
    creation	
�
    of	
�
    smaller	
�
    political	
�
    
units, rather than consolidating the 
South.

Individuals such as the south-
ern Islamist leader Tariq Al Fadhli 
would	
�
    hope	
�
    to	
�
    restore	
�
    their	
�
    former	
�
    
reigns. For them, secession would 
be	
�
    a	
�
    golden	
�
    opportunity.
Some	
�
    within	
�
    Hirak	
�
    openly	
�
    yearn	
�
    

for	
�
    a	
�
    return	
�
    to	
�
    "the	
�
    old	
�
    days",	
�
    while	
�
    
others	
�
     are	
�
     still	
�
     speaking	
�
     in	
�
     vague	
�
    
terms.
It	
�
    is	
�
    only	
�
    a	
�
    matter	
�
    of	
�
    time	
�
    before	
�
    

individuals	
�
    from	
�
    powerful	
�
    families	
�
    

claim	
�
    authority	
�
    based	
�
    on	
�
     their	
�
    ge-
nealogy,	
�
     especially	
�
     if	
�
     they	
�
    manage	
�
    
to secede.
Beyond	
�
    the	
�
    old	
�
    sultanates,	
�
     there	
�
    

are	
�
    some	
�
    who	
�
    would	
�
    prefer	
�
    a	
�
    tribal	
�
    
emirate,	
�
     another	
�
     form	
�
     of	
�
     dynasty.	
�
    
And	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     past	
�
     few	
�
     years,	
�
     politi-
cal Islam has gained momentum. 
Those	
�
    who	
�
     identify	
�
     the	
�
    most	
�
     with	
�
    
their	
�
    religious	
�
    ideology	
�
    are	
�
    likely	
�
    to	
�
    
demand the creation of Islamic ca-
liphates	
�
    or	
�
    strict	
�
    implementation	
�
    of	
�
    
Islamic Shariah.

With a central government out of 
the	
�
    picture,	
�
    AQAP	
�
    and	
�
    Ansar	
�
    Al	
�
    Sh-
ariah	
�
    could	
�
    grip	
�
    parts	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    South.
The	
�
     southern	
�
     population	
�
     is	
�
     cul-

turally	
�
     diverse.	
�
     New	
�
     villages	
�
     have	
�
    
sprung	
�
    up,	
�
    and	
�
    older	
�
    ones	
�
    have	
�
    ex-
panded.	
�
     Distinct	
�
     identities	
�
     do	
�
     not	
�
    
exist	
�
    anymore.	
�
    But	
�
    there	
�
    are	
�
    many	
�
    
who want distinct areas to control.

Taken together, all this means 
that after secession the South 
would	
�
     have	
�
     several	
�
     inefficient	
�
    mi-
cro-­states,	
�
     some	
�
     of	
�
     them	
�
     strongly	
�
    
divided	
�
    by	
�
    prejudice	
�
    and	
�
    class	
�
    dis-
tinctions.
Mr	
�
    Hadi's	
�
     government	
�
    may	
�
     still	
�
    

convince the remainder of south-
ern	
�
    Hirak	
�
    to	
�
    join	
�
    the	
�
    dialogue.	
�
    Giv-
en	
�
     the	
�
    flexible	
�
    nature	
�
    of	
�
     the	
�
     talks,	
�
    
more	
�
    seats	
�
    can	
�
    be	
�
    assigned	
�
    to	
�
    other	
�
    
Hirak	
�
    factions.	
�
    But	
�
    at	
�
    the	
�
    same	
�
    time	
�
    
all	
�
    elements	
�
    of	
�
    Hirak	
�
    must	
�
    consider	
�
    
their	
�
    options	
�
    and	
�
    participate	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    
dialogue	
�
    if	
�
    they	
�
    truly	
�
    seek	
�
    genuine	
�
    
"liberation".
For	
�
    the	
�
    South's	
�
    sake,	
�
    Hirak	
�
    must	
�
    

submit	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    dialogue	
�
    and	
�
    reach	
�
    a	
�
    
settlement. The idea that secession 
will	
�
     solve	
�
     the	
�
     South's	
�
     problems	
�
     is	
�
    
nothing	
�
    but	
�
    an	
�
    illusion	
�
    maintained	
�
    
by	
�
    a	
�
    few	
�
    who	
�
    seek	
�
    power	
�
    for	
�
    them-
selves.
Secession	
�
     would	
�
     bring	
�
     catastro-

phe.	
�
     Participating	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     national	
�
    
dialogue	
�
    guarantees	
�
    nothing,	
�
    but	
�
    it	
�
    
is	
�
    the	
�
    best	
�
    alternative.

Sama'a Al Hamdani is a Yemeni re-

searcher who lives in Washington 
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U .S.	
�
     President	
�
     Barack	
�
    
Obama’s	
�
     brief	
�
     visit	
�
    
to the Middle East 
has	
�
     given	
�
     the	
�
     Arab	
�
    
world	
�
     a	
�
     brutal	
�
     les-

son	
�
     in	
�
     power	
�
     politics.	
�
     Every	
�
     word	
�
    
he	
�
     uttered	
�
     in	
�
     Israel,	
�
     every	
�
     gesture	
�
    
he made, served to illustrate the 
unprecedented	
�
     closeness	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
    
US-Israeli alliance, as well as his 
disregard	
�
    for	
�
    Arab	
�
    interests	
�
    and	
�
    his	
�
    
evident	
�
     reluctance	
�
     to	
�
    give	
�
     the	
�
    Pal-
estinian	
�
     cause	
�
     any	
�
     serious	
�
     or	
�
     sus-
tained attention.
Rarely	
�
    has	
�
    there	
�
    been	
�
    an	
�
    Ameri-

can	
�
    president	
�
    showing	
�
    such	
�
    intense	
�
    
concern	
�
     for	
�
     Israel’s	
�
     welfare	
�
     and	
�
    
such	
�
    casual	
�
    indifference	
�
    for	
�
    Arabs.
The	
�
     visit	
�
     to	
�
     Israel	
�
     and	
�
     its	
�
     Arab	
�
    

neighbors	
�
     marks	
�
     an	
�
     important	
�
    
moment	
�
     in	
�
    Obama’s	
�
     presidency.	
�
     It	
�
    
sends a clear message that he is not 
prepared	
�
     to	
�
     engage	
�
     in	
�
    a	
�
    fight	
�
    with	
�
    
powerful	
�
     pro-­Israeli	
�
     forces	
�
     deeply	
�
    
entrenched in American govern-
ment	
�
     and	
�
     society.	
�
     To	
�
     the	
�
    Arabs,	
�
     it	
�
    
signals	
�
    that	
�
    resolving	
�
    the	
�
    Palestine	
�
    
problem	
�
     is	
�
     no	
�
     longer	
�
     his	
�
     priority.	
�
    
He	
�
    seems	
�
    prepared	
�
    to	
�
    leave	
�
    it	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    
next	
�
    inhabitant	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    White	
�
    House,	
�
    
whoever	
�
    that	
�
    may	
�
    be.
No	
�
    doubt	
�
     John	
�
    Kerry,	
�
    America’s	
�
    

Secretary	
�
    of	
�
    State,	
�
    will	
�
    go	
�
    through	
�
    
the	
�
    motions	
�
    of	
�
    addressing	
�
    the	
�
    Pales-
tine	
�
    problem	
�
    for	
�
    a	
�
    while,	
�
    but	
�
    it	
�
    will	
�
    
be	
�
    naive	
�
    to	
�
    expect	
�
    any	
�
    real	
�
    progress	
�
    

without vigorous and sustained 
presidential	
�
     attention,	
�
     and	
�
     that	
�
    
now	
�
     seems	
�
     highly	
�
     unlikely.	
�
     Many	
�
    
Arabs	
�
    had	
�
    thought	
�
    that	
�
    Obama,	
�
    on	
�
    
his	
�
    first	
�
    presidential	
�
    visit	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    re-
gion,	
�
     would	
�
     give	
�
     fresh	
�
     impetus	
�
     to	
�
    
the	
�
    search	
�
    for	
�
    an	
�
    Israeli-­Palestinian	
�
    
settlement — even at this 11th hour. 
Their	
�
    disappointment	
�
    has	
�
    been	
�
    bit-
ter.	
�
     They	
�
     had	
�
     failed	
�
     to	
�
     grasp	
�
     how	
�
    
the	
�
    evolving	
�
    power	
�
    equations	
�
    —	
�
    in	
�
    
the region as well as in Washington 
— had undermined their interests 
and	
�
    hardened	
�
    the	
�
    resolve	
�
    of	
�
    Israel’s	
�
    
land-­hungry	
�
    leaders	
�
    not	
�
    to	
�
    give	
�
    an	
�
    
inch.
The	
�
     truth	
�
     is	
�
     that	
�
     the	
�
     Arabs’	
�
     at-

tention	
�
    over	
�
    the	
�
    past	
�
    two	
�
    years	
�
    has	
�
    
been	
�
    fully	
�
    engrossed	
�
    by	
�
     the	
�
    politi-
cal	
�
     upheavals	
�
     in	
�
     their	
�
     own	
�
     societ-
ies.	
�
     Revolutions	
�
     in	
�
     Tunisia,	
�
     Egypt	
�
    
and	
�
     Yemen,	
�
     as	
�
     well	
�
     as	
�
     the	
�
     bitter	
�
    
civil	
�
     war	
�
     in	
�
     Syria,	
�
     have	
�
     absorbed	
�
    
Arab	
�
     attention,	
�
     virtually	
�
     blotting	
�
    
out	
�
    everything	
�
    else.	
�
    The	
�
    Arabs	
�
    have	
�
    
failed	
�
     to	
�
     grasp	
�
     that	
�
     their	
�
     revolu-
tions	
�
    —	
�
    whatever	
�
    promise	
�
    they	
�
    may	
�
    
hold	
�
    of	
�
    a	
�
    better	
�
     future	
�
    —	
�
    have,	
�
     for	
�
    
the	
�
    moment,	
�
    at	
�
    least	
�
    gravely	
�
    weak-
ened	
�
    them,	
�
    reducing	
�
    their	
�
    influence	
�
    
on the international stage.
It	
�
     is,	
�
     therefore,	
�
     not	
�
     surprising	
�
    

that, on this visit to the Middle 
East,	
�
     Obama	
�
     felt	
�
     no	
�
     obligation	
�
     to	
�
    
calm	
�
    Arab	
�
    fears	
�
    or	
�
    help	
�
    the	
�
    Pales-
tinians towards their longed-for 
independence.	
�
    Instead,	
�
    he	
�
    devoted	
�
    
himself	
�
     entirely	
�
     to	
�
     celebrating	
�
     Is-
rael’s	
�
     achievements	
�
     as	
�
     the	
�
     region’s	
�
    
most	
�
     powerful	
�
     and	
�
     dynamic	
�
     actor	
�
    

— as well as hailing its ever closer 
ties with the United States. No 
doubt	
�
     he	
�
     felt	
�
     free	
�
     to	
�
     flatter	
�
     Israel	
�
    
and	
�
    offend	
�
    the	
�
    Arabs	
�
    because	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    
lamentable	
�
    state	
�
     in	
�
    which	
�
    much	
�
    of	
�
    
the	
�
    Arab	
�
    world	
�
    now	
�
    finds	
�
    itself.
As	
�
     a	
�
     handsome	
�
     parting	
�
     gift	
�
     to	
�
    

Israeli	
�
     Prime	
�
     Minister,	
�
     Benjamin	
�
    
Netanyahu,	
�
     Obama	
�
     brokered	
�
     a	
�
    
peace	
�
     deal	
�
     between	
�
     Turkey	
�
     and	
�
    
Israel,	
�
    putting	
�
    an	
�
    end	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    three-­
year	
�
    feud	
�
    between	
�
    them.	
�
    It	
�
    will	
�
    be	
�
    
recalled that their quarrel dates 
back	
�
     to	
�
    May	
�
    2010,	
�
    when	
�
     Israel	
�
     at-
tacked	
�
    and	
�
    boarded	
�
    a	
�
    Turkish	
�
    ship,	
�
    
Mavi Marmara, which was seeking 
to	
�
    break	
�
     Israel’s	
�
    blockade	
�
    of	
�
    Gaza.	
�
    

Nine	
�
    Turks	
�
    on	
�
    board	
�
    the	
�
    ship	
�
    were	
�
    
killed. During his visit to Israel ear-
lier	
�
     this	
�
    month,	
�
    Obama	
�
    persuaded	
�
    
Netanyahu	
�
     to	
�
     issue	
�
     a	
�
     public	
�
     apol-
ogy	
�
    to	
�
    Turkey’s	
�
    Prime	
�
    Minister,	
�
    Re-
cep	
�
    Tayyip	
�
    Erdogan,	
�
    together	
�
    with	
�
    
a	
�
     promise	
�
     of	
�
     compensation,	
�
     thus	
�
    
putting	
�
    an	
�
    end	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    quarrel.

The sudden and dramatic Israeli-
Turkish reconciliation has come as 
a	
�
     bitter	
�
     blow	
�
     to	
�
     Arabs.	
�
     They	
�
     had	
�
    
thought that their alliance with 
Turkey	
�
     would	
�
     help	
�
     them	
�
     stand	
�
     up	
�
    
to	
�
    Israel.	
�
    Instead,	
�
    Obama	
�
    has	
�
    bro-
kered	
�
    an	
�
    alliance	
�
    between	
�
     the	
�
    US,	
�
    
Israel	
�
     and	
�
     Turkey	
�
     which	
�
     is	
�
     clearly	
�
    
intended to dominate the region 
and	
�
    dictate	
�
    terms	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    Arabs.
Indeed,	
�
     the	
�
     Arab	
�
     heartland	
�
     has	
�
    

rarely	
�
    seemed	
�
    so	
�
    weak	
�
    and	
�
    vulner-
able:
• Egypt	
�
     is	
�
     today	
�
     close	
�
     to	
�
     bank-

ruptcy,	
�
     a	
�
     condition	
�
    which	
�
     severely	
�
    
limits	
�
     its	
�
     regional	
�
     influence.	
�
     Once	
�
    
the	
�
     most	
�
     powerful	
�
     Arab	
�
     country,	
�
    
it	
�
    is	
�
    today	
�
    a	
�
    victim	
�
    of	
�
    long	
�
    years	
�
    of	
�
    
authoritarian	
�
    rule	
�
    and	
�
    of	
�
    a	
�
    popula-
tion	
�
    explosion.	
�
    When	
�
    Jamal	
�
    Abdul	
�
    
Nasser’s	
�
     Free	
�
     Officers	
�
     took	
�
     power	
�
    
in	
�
    1952,	
�
    there	
�
    were	
�
    about	
�
    18	
�
    million	
�
    
Egyptians;;	
�
    today	
�
    there	
�
    are	
�
    85	
�
    mil-
lion.	
�
    Egypt	
�
    desperately	
�
    needs	
�
    inter-
national	
�
     credits	
�
     and	
�
     is	
�
     dependent	
�
    
on	
�
    American	
�
     support	
�
     to	
�
     get	
�
     them.	
�
    
It	
�
    cannot	
�
    afford	
�
    to	
�
    show	
�
    sympathy	
�
    
to	
�
    Hamas	
�
    in	
�
    Gaza	
�
    since	
�
    the	
�
    U.S.	
�
    —	
�
    
pandering	
�
    to	
�
    Israel	
�
    —	
�
    considers	
�
    it	
�
    a	
�
    
terrorist	
�
    organization.
• Iraq	
�
     has	
�
     far	
�
     from	
�
     recovered

from the American invasion of 

2003,	
�
     engineered	
�
     and	
�
     driven	
�
     by	
�
    
pro-­Israeli	
�
     neo-­cons	
�
     and	
�
     from	
�
     the	
�
    
nine-­year	
�
     occupation	
�
     which	
�
     fol-
lowed. Now under Shiite leader-
ship,	
�
    and	
�
    allied	
�
    to	
�
    Iran,	
�
    it	
�
    is	
�
    a	
�
    long	
�
    
way	
�
    from	
�
    recovering	
�
    its	
�
    once	
�
    influ-
ential	
�
     place	
�
     in	
�
    Arab	
�
     affairs.	
�
     It	
�
     has	
�
    
virtually	
�
    lost	
�
    control	
�
    of	
�
    its	
�
    Kurdish	
�
    
territories	
�
     and	
�
     is	
�
     being	
�
     torn	
�
     apart	
�
    
by	
�
    Sunni-­Shiite	
�
    strife.
• Syria	
�
     is	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
     grip	
�
    of	
�
     a	
�
    brutal

civil war, which threatens to over-
throw its secular Baathist regime, 
in	
�
    power	
�
    since	
�
    1963.	
�
     If	
�
     the	
�
    regime	
�
    
is	
�
    toppled,	
�
    Syria	
�
    can	
�
    then	
�
    be	
�
    ruled	
�
    
by	
�
     hard-­line	
�
     Islamists,	
�
     who	
�
     are	
�
    
leading	
�
    the	
�
    revolt	
�
    against	
�
    President	
�
    
Bashar	
�
    Al	
�
    Assad.	
�
     It	
�
     is	
�
     quite	
�
     likely,	
�
    
however,	
�
     that	
�
     the	
�
     country	
�
    may	
�
     be	
�
    
partitioned	
�
    into	
�
    small	
�
    confessional	
�
    
units,	
�
     each	
�
     looking	
�
     desperately	
�
     to	
�
    
its own defense. So great is the hu-
man	
�
     and	
�
     material	
�
     damage	
�
     Syria	
�
    
has	
�
    suffered	
�
    in	
�
    these	
�
    past	
�
    two	
�
    years	
�
    
that	
�
     it	
�
     seems	
�
     unlikely	
�
     that	
�
     it	
�
     will	
�
    
ever recover its long-standing role 
as	
�
    a	
�
    barrier	
�
    to	
�
    Israeli	
�
    power	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    
Levant.
• Under	
�
     Israeli	
�
    pressure,	
�
     the	
�
    US

is	
�
     subjecting	
�
     Iran	
�
     to	
�
     a	
�
     cruel	
�
     siege.	
�
    
This	
�
    has	
�
    greatly	
�
    enfeebled	
�
    the	
�
    Iran-­
Syria-­Hezbollah	
�
     alliance	
�
     which,	
�
    
over	
�
     the	
�
     past	
�
     three	
�
     decades,	
�
     had	
�
    
attempted	
�
     to	
�
     keep	
�
     Israeli	
�
     power	
�
    
in	
�
     check.	
�
     Today,	
�
     the	
�
     alliance	
�
     is	
�
     in	
�
    
grave	
�
     danger	
�
     of	
�
     collapse:	
�
     Iran	
�
     is	
�
    
battling	
�
     against	
�
     crippling	
�
     sanc-
tions,	
�
    Syria	
�
    faces	
�
    dismemberment,	
�
    
while	
�
    a	
�
    nervous	
�
    Hezbollah	
�
    contem-
plates	
�
     the	
�
     potential	
�
     loss	
�
     of	
�
     its	
�
     two	
�
    

external	
�
    patrons.	
�
    On	
�
    March	
�
    21,	
�
     in	
�
    
occupied	
�
     Jerusalem,	
�
     Obama	
�
     bla-
tantly	
�
     embraced	
�
     Israel’s	
�
     point	
�
     of	
�
    
view	
�
    by	
�
     calling	
�
    on	
�
     foreign	
�
    govern-
ments	
�
     to	
�
     brand	
�
     Hezbollah	
�
     a	
�
     “ter-
rorist	
�
    organization”.

What sense, therefore, can one 
make	
�
     of	
�
     the	
�
     overall	
�
     picture?	
�
     How	
�
    
to	
�
     explain	
�
     Israel’s	
�
     arrogant	
�
     self-­
confidence	
�
     and	
�
     its	
�
     cold-­hearted	
�
    
refusal	
�
     to	
�
     allow	
�
     the	
�
    Palestinians	
�
     a	
�
    
mini-­state	
�
    of	
�
    their	
�
    own?	
�
    Part	
�
    of	
�
    the	
�
    
answer,	
�
    at	
�
     least,	
�
    must	
�
    surely	
�
     lie	
�
     in	
�
    
Egypt’s	
�
    insolvency;;	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    deep	
�
    di-
visions	
�
     in	
�
    Iraqi	
�
    society,	
�
    scarred	
�
    by	
�
    
a	
�
    decade	
�
    of	
�
    conflict;;	
�
    in	
�
    Syria’s	
�
    cruel	
�
    
civil	
�
    war;;	
�
    and	
�
     in	
�
     Iran’s	
�
     struggle	
�
     to	
�
    
survive harsh American sanctions.
By	
�
    all	
�
    accounts,	
�
    Arab	
�
    public	
�
    opin-

ion	
�
     has	
�
     been	
�
     shocked	
�
     by	
�
     Obama’s	
�
    
extravagant	
�
    love	
�
    affair	
�
    with	
�
    Israel.	
�
    
It	
�
    was	
�
    not	
�
    what	
�
     the	
�
    Arabs	
�
    had	
�
    ex-
pected.	
�
    In	
�
    their	
�
    innocence,	
�
    they	
�
    had	
�
    
thought	
�
     the	
�
     American	
�
     president	
�
    
would	
�
    put	
�
     on	
�
     a	
�
     show	
�
    of	
�
     neutrality	
�
    
and	
�
    do	
�
    his	
�
    best	
�
    to	
�
    promote	
�
    a	
�
    solu-
tion	
�
    to	
�
    the	
�
    Palestinian	
�
    crisis.	
�
    They	
�
    
had	
�
     not	
�
     realized	
�
    —	
�
     or	
�
     had	
�
     forgot-
ten	
�
    —	
�
    how	
�
    little	
�
    influence	
�
    the	
�
    Arabs	
�
    
have in Washington and how their 
own	
�
     long-­running	
�
     and	
�
     still	
�
     unfin-
ished	
�
    revolutions	
�
    have	
�
    sapped	
�
    their	
�
    
energies and undermined their in-
ternational	
�
    influence.	
�
    The	
�
    awaken-
ing	
�
    has	
�
    been	
�
    rude.

Patrick Seale is a commentator and 

author of several books on Middle 

East affairs.

Secession for South Yemen would lead 
to catastrophe

Israel-Turkey alliance a bitter blow to Arabs

Any scenario other 
than full Hirak 
participation 
in the talks 
will threaten 
the nation’s 
security and will 
ultimately cost 
many Yemenis 
their lives.

The idea that 
secession will 
solve the South’s 
problems is 
nothing but 
an illusion 
maintained 
by a few who 
seek power for 
themselves.

By all accounts, 
Arab public opinion 
has been shocked 
by Obama’s 
extravagant love 
affair with Israel. 
It was not what the 
Arabs had expected. 
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Story and photo by
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Mo h a m m e d
Mansoor was
born in Aden and
moved to Sana’a
when he was two.

Though he’s now in his twenties, 
he still speaks like an Adeni, using 
regional slang from the South. 
But only in his home and with his 

family. On the street—with work 
colleagues and friends—he tries to 
speak more like the people around 
him. 

In rapidly urbanizing 
Sana’a—where Yemenis from 
distinct regions and cities live 
side by side—a common, more 
homogenous Yemeni Arabic has 
emerged. 

Khalil Ba Matraf is from 
Hadramout. She learned quickly 
that when in Sana’a she has to 
change the way she speaks. 

“Our Hadrami words are hard 
to understand. If I were to use my 
own dialect [in Sana’a], it wouldn’t 
be easy,” she said.

Regional dialects differ even 
within Yemen’s many regions and 
over 20 governorates.

Matraf explains that in 
Hadramout some people will use 
a spattering of Swahili and Hindi 
words in their conversation, 
especially if their families’ have 
roots in India or Africa.

“Even in Hadramout [we have to] 
use clear words to be understood,” 
she explained. “There are a variety 

of dialects in Hadramout, too.”
Sana’anis, too, refrain from using 

their local slang, despite the fact 
that they live in their hometown.

“People laugh at me and don’t 
reply if I use Sana’a’ni words,” 
said Altaf Al-Haymi, a-22-year-
old who was born and raised in 
the capital. “I have to use other 
vocabulary at work.”  For example, 
when speaking to coworkers she 
knows to not use to not say “bard,” 
Sana’ani for “glass,” or “dimah” 
which means “kitchen” in the 
Sana’ani.  

A common language
Doctor	
�
     Abdul-­Salam	
�
     Al-­Gwrafi,	
�
    
from the Faculty of Languages in 
Sana’a University, said that there 
is a new common Yemeni dialect 
that has emerged in Yemen—and 
especially in Sana’a—over the past 
three or four decades.
In	
�
     the	
�
     '70s,	
�
     Al-­Gwrafi	
�
     says,	
�
    

Yemenis would have had a much 
harder time understanding each 
other. Dialects were more distinct.

Doctor Mohammed Nayf, also 
from the Faculty of Languages 

in Sana’a University, said that it’s 
a natural process—people will 
always	
�
    try	
�
    to	
�
    find	
�
    the	
�
    most	
�
    succinct	
�
    
way to communicate.

In the capital, Nayf explains, 
local dialects may be perceived 
as provincial, or backwards. If 
they use the language of their 
hometown, some fear that they 
may appear unsophisticated, from 

poor or rural backgrounds. 
Whether regional dialect will 

be resilient enough to survive the 
country’s urbanization remains to 
be seen.

Ibrahim Hadi comes from from 
Hajja but has been living in Sana’a 
for the past three years.

“No one will understand me if I 
[say] irba which means ‘look,’ so I 

say ‘shuf,’” Hadi says. “We wouldn’t 
say [shuf] in my town. But [here] I 
have to.”

Hadi say that he’s embarrassed 
when he lets a word from the 
Hajja dialect slip into his daily 
conversation. 

“I try my best to use the easy 
words, the words everybody uses,” 
he says. “That’s better for me.”

German Modern Hospital has made a concert on Thursday 28/3/2013, in the Great Hall on the occasion 

of the tenth anniversary of the hospital establishment, ceremony included a lot of special features  which 

impressed the attendants, at the end of the ceremony, Dr. Yahya Al Thour  honored the medical staff , 

administrative	
�
    and	
�
     institutional	
�
     founders	
�
    of	
�
     the	
�
    	
�
    hospital	
�
    and	
�
    those	
�
    who	
�
    worked	
�
     in	
�
     the	
�
    hospital	
�
    first	
�
    and	
�
    
second years.

Dr. Yahya Al Thour has assured that all are partners in this success and encouraged everyone to put 

more effort in order to serve patients. At the end of the ceremony lunch was served in honor of this occa-

sion.

10 Years of Success

ADVERTORIAL

Ali Mohammed (left),  from Taiz, chats with Nassar Ali, from Ibb.  The two men say it’s easiest 
to speak in a common Yemeni dialect with each other, but Ali says he struggles to be understood 
sometimes.  He moved to Sana’a two years ago and still uses a lot of ‘village’ language.       

Common Yemeni language becomes 
melting pot for regional dialects  

KNOW YOUR DIALECT:

Talk like a Sana’ani: 
Gomgomi/ a medium-sized can/قمقمي 

Hawi/ a garden/حوي

Jobi/ a roof/جبا

Gawzeh/ sit (imperative)/قوزح

Bardag/ cup/بردق

Talk like a Hoeidedi: 
Zakhamo/ nice, beautiful/زخمو

Teheed/ to see/تحیيد

bahga/ a hole/بھهجھه

Talk like a Dhamari:
Aked/ sit (imperative)/عكد

Blsn/ lentils/بلسن

Ghorkh/ a hole/غرقھه

Although people can still distinguish where a person is from based on their clothing, the use of 
regional dialects is disapearing on the streets.
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Ali Saeed

W
omen in Yemen 

comprise almost 

half of the coun-

try’s estimated 25 

million people, 

where two thirds of the population 

live in rural areas. Yemeni women 

in general still operate in a very tra-

ditional role throughout the coun-

try, but this role in rural areas can 

especially subject them to a lack of 

services.

Women say life can be very hard 

in the country’s remote areas.   

“There are no midwives in the 

villages. Most of the women are il-

literate and those who enrolled in 

primary education drop out in the 

sixth or seventh grade,” said Um 

Ezzaldin, a 27-year-old who grew 

up in Mahweet governorate. 

The country has statistic after sta-

tistic provided by both the govern-

ment and international community 

that reveal startling low numbers of 

services like access to health care 

for women in rural areas.  By UNI-

CEF’s latest estimates, 91 percent of 

women do not receive proper pre-

natal and postnatal care.  

With	
�
    these	
�
    figures	
�
    in	
�
    hand,	
�
    many	
�
    
pin their hopes on the nation’s 

current dialogue conference to of-

fer solutions for the plight of rural 

women.  However, with lofty goals 

like restructuring the state and 

paving the way for national elec-

tions slated for February 2014, the 

conference’s representatives have 

their work cut out for them and the 

question remains whether much at-

tention will be given to issue taking 

the back burner like elevating the 

status of the country’s rural female 

population.

“I hope that we would really do 

something for the women in rural 

areas,” said Samira Zuhra, a mem-

ber of the NDC who represents one 

of the 40 independents seats allot-

ted to female representatives at the 

conference.

The overall conference has a 

30 percent representation from 

women which was stipulated by the 

event’s organizers.  However, Zuhra 

says it will take women meeting on 

the side in “shorter” female sessions 

to present a united front regarding 

gender issues.

Lists for the NDC’s nine work-

ing groups were announced earlier 

this week. In these isolated sessions 

participants will hash out solutions 

for their assigned topics. Within the 

Independent Bodies and Social Is-

sues group, topics including rights 

for women, children and the dis-

abled will be discussed, said Warda 

Qasra, an independent female rep-

resentative from Hodeida. 

According to initial lists that are 

expected to change, 27 of the 80 rep-

resentatives assigned to this group 

are women.  But some are worried 

that these women, who are not all 

independent, may be more focused 

on representing their political par-

ties rather than their gender.

“Women’s issues in general have 

not presented on the table yet,” said 

Qasra.  

According to Qasra and other 

NDC participants very few repre-

sentatives at the conference actually 

come from rural backgrounds.  This 

gives females at the conference, the 

majority of whom are from urban 

centers, a huge responsibility to 

represent their rural counterparts, 

said	
�
    Ahmed	
�
    Al-­Juhaifi,	
�
    a	
�
    man	
�
    from	
�
    
a rural village in Ibb.     

“Female participants at the con-

ference have to lobby the govern-

ment’s service institutions to do 

their jobs,” he said.  

Zuhra says, “The best solution 

which will meet grievances of rural 

women is to have a state of law.” 

This sentiment is shared by many 

others. They argue women all over 

the country will be helped provided 

the NDC ends with its original goal 

of establishing a future Yemeni 

state.  

Yemen	
�
    must	
�
    first	
�
    create	
�
    for	
�
    itself	
�
    
a sound mechanism for making de-

cisions,	
�
     Al-­Juhaifi	
�
     said.	
�
     After	
�
     that,	
�
    
women’s rights will fall into place.

Female dialogue conference delegates confront 
responsibility of representing rural women

Many hope that women’s issues will be addressed at the ongoing National Dialogue Conference.

Two thirds of Yemens population live in rural areas, where few women have access to government 
services.
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Specialized tutor able to give  4
private lessons in Marths, 

Arabic, English and Science for 

4-9 classes state's school.

734680597.

A teacher of math, physics,  4
chemistry and biology in English 

seeks a job. 735694439

Male, bachelor in press and  4

media, good written and spoken 

English, computer literate, seeks 

to work only in the aftrnoon. 

Aden, 735869554 

Bachelor degree in English,  4
expeience in teaching and 

dealing with different levels. 

Ready for tutions, low rate and 

excellent teaching. 713481271.

Bachelor in English. Diploma in  4
computer, experience in 

marketing,  seking a job in a 

company or a factory. 

733576664

Recycling of papers and plastics  4
consultant for training workshop 

of almost 20 kinds of products. 

711701322

Excellent English, logistic and  4
operation experiences, 

administrative skills, internet 

skills. esaamhamadi@gmail.

com, 739882744

Maged Mohammed, Dental  4
Technician-experience for 

8years, Diploma of technical 

conditioning & cooling, 

Connect:773899026 / 

700215989 

Bachelor of English, Diplom  of  4
Computer, Experience of trade 

Correspondence. Connect: 

700541634 

Bachelor degree in English.  4
Experience in teaching and 

dealing with different levels. 

Ready for private lessons, low 

rate and excellent teaching. 

713481271

Hussein Mbarack, Yemeni,  4
Diploma, English secondry, 

Computer skills, Experience: 

Translator, Reservation 

770018223

The Canadian Center for  4
Training and Capacity 

Development is looking for 

English teachers holding BD in 

English with experience of 2 

years minimum. 706448, 

772277282

We are seeking a qualified  4
unmarried female kindergarten 

English teacher for a 6 years old 

autistic child. Those who can 

understand, show love and 

patience please call 736586594, 

email: pathma55@yahoo.co.uk

Certified Public Accountants  4
Nashwan Azzabeedi needs 

marketing. 770701530

For rent: Fully Furnished Luxury  4
apartment in Hadda City: 3 bed 

rooms, Mafraj, Dining and sitting 

hall + interner and battery 

charger (Generator): 1500 $ 

(Negotiable) Contact: 733416400

Appartment for rent, 4 bed  4
rooms, hall, kitchen, 2 bath 

rooms. Sheraton St, next to the 

US embassy. Jabar 734201785 

734204041

Appartment for rent, 5 Bedroom,  4
1 Kitchen, 2 Bathroom, Jarden, 1 

Livingroom, Call :733670361 or 

712020841

Guitar Coaching. Like to learn  4
music? Interested in playing 

guitar than listening? Like to add 

music to your life? Please 

contact t_johnyy@hotmail.com. 

Mobile 734255088

Coupon for Free Classified Ads.
(All Personal Ads All Free of Cost)

❒For Sale ❒Required
❒Available ❒For Lease
❒For Hire/Rent ❒Job Require
❒Situation Vacant ❒Others

Details: 

Contact Address:

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

Trans Global Logistics 
& Services Ltd.

We bring your World Closer
Air• /Sea/Land	
�
    forwarding.
Packing/Land	
�
    Transportation.•
International	
�
    door	
�
    to	
�
    door•
services.
Warehousing	
�
    /Logistical•
planning.
Customs	
�
    clearance/Local	
�
    Visa•
/Documentation	
�
    handling.
Import	
�
    LCL	
�
    consolidation.•

Tel:-967-1-444226/440460

Fax:-967-1-445696

P.O.Box 16884, Sana'a Rep.of Yemen

Email:transglobal@yemen.net.ye

Email:transglobal2@yemen.net.ye

Website:www.transglobalyemen.com

 Sudoku Easy Intermediate Difficult

Sudoku

Chess: Bc6+

 Solutions

White	
�
    plays	
�
    and	
�
    wins	
�
    in	
�
    the	
�
    4th	
�
    move

Coffee Break

 Chess

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 
199, Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  
Telephone enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, 
Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City 
Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 
254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air  273452/275061
Gulf Air 
440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian
01 446064/5/8

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823  
Fax:260824 
02 - 270347
fax 02 - 237824

 Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
Tel. 264775,  
264702.
Fax. 264703,  
503350 

Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224  

Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 /  
506372
Fax: 01240958

Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804

Hartz   Sana'a: 01 440309
  Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN   Hodeidah: 200150/49

Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

Computer Education         Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 

 266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170    Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975    Taiz   04 205 780

USP 01-416751
DHL  01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
  Tel: 967 1 431339

Fax: 431340
     alnada2@yemen.net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
 01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link   01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 

01-441126
Sas Cargo Services
01-472192/3
World Shipping  01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital     600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital   01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital    01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel  01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel     01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000

Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels     01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES

UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555

Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13
  Aden: 255668   

Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  
272962/43,      Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,   Mukalla: 304292,     
Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
  Tel: 01 505290  

01 266375    
   Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 

     Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools    01-419330-1, 
737999199

Taiz 205593 

Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET

Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-
Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-
Amharic.                                   Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83 
02-221270

Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy                     Tel. 01 - 535700 - 

     733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a:      412442 Fax: 412441, 
Aden:      234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University       Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567

Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 
01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance

01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        

01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 

01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 

01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 

01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 

01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276



Headquarters: 530000, 206713

Hadda branch: 429555, 414503

E-mail: ashibami@y.net.ye

Specktron 
Projectors & You!

Specktron... 
Empowered by 
Innovation!

Multimedia Projectors
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