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It’s one of the oldest mosques in one of the world’s most ancient cities. At the Grand Mosque in
Old Sana’a, excavations and renovations are underway. Experts are digging into the soil beneath the
mosque to unearth the many, intertwining stories of this holy site. The mosque may have changed
over the years—different rulers and patrons adding courtyards, pillars and rooms for prayer—but it
has remained a place of prayer and solace for many Yemenis. Turn to Page 5 for more.

South is “heating up,” partisan divides deep

Benomar briefs Security
Council on security situ-
ation in Yemen

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANAA, June 13 — United Nations
Special Envoy to Yemen Jamal
Benomar, handed in a report de-
tailing the current situation in Ye-
men to the United Nations Security
Council on Tuesday.

Benomar addressed a wide range
of topics, including the Southern
Movement, power cuts in Marib,
and the challenge of malnutrition.

The report noted an increase
in assassination attempts in the
country and growth in the power
of certain armed tribes.

Benomar expressed his sorrow
for Sunday’s violence in front of the
National Security Bureau, which
left 13 dead and over 100 injured.

“A clash erupted between secu-
rity forces and Ansar Allah dem-
onstrators outside the National Se-
curity Bureau in Sana’a, resulting
in the death of several individu-

YT archive photo by Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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After a two-week visit to Yemen, Benomar presented his find-

ings to the United Nations Security Council.

Southern Issue Working Group and
the Sa’ada Issue Working Group.

cotting the conference, reconcilia-
tory efforts should be made.

decades of unaddressed griev-
ances and systematic marginal-
ization.”

He called on the Yemeni au-
thorities to establish a fact-find-
ing committee to investigate the
events surrounding the uprising
and revolution of 2011 and to adopt
a law on transitional justice.

Benomar warned that the media
landscape in Yemen is full of par-
tisan bickering.

“Misinformation, fabrication
and incitement are rife,” he said.

Benomar noted the humanitar-
ian crisis in the country.

More than half of the popula-
tion in need of humanitarian as-
sistance to access food, health-
care, safe water and sanitation,
and more than one million chil-
dren suffering from acute malnu-
trition.

Benomar accused some sides
“who wish to undermine the tran-
sition,” citing sabotage attacks on
the country’s energy exports and
its electricity lines, costing the
country hundreds of millions of
dollars.

He added, “Those responsible
for these crimes must be brought
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Man arrested for trashing Qurans

Man may face death penalty
for desecrating holy book

Ryam Al-Qady

HODEIADA, June 13— Investiga-
tions are ongoing in the case of
Abdul Ghafor Sultan, a 55-year-
old man who was arrested last
week on charges of desecrating
copies of the Quran by throwing
them in trash cans.

Jameel Al-Salihi, the manager
of the Criminal Investigation De-
partment, or CID, said that local
newspapers had originally report-
ed the story, speaking with locals
in Medina Al-Umal, a neighbor-

hood in Hodeida, who said that
they found desecrated copies of
the Quran in the trash cans.

The locals were angry, he said,
and they found it offensive to see
the holy book in the trash. Suspi-
cian pointed to Sultan.

Lieutenant Khalid Al-Humaidi
said they were notified of the issue
one month ago. They looked into
the case and after investigation lo-
cated the house of the suspect and
arrested him.

He did not resist arrest and con-
fessed that he had been respon-
sible for trashing the holy books.
He said that he had done this in
an attempt to practice magic, as
local superstitions hold that des-

ecrating a Quran ensures the suc-
cess of a given spell by appeasing
demons.

Al-Humaidi said that investiga-
tions are underway.

According to the Islamic Sharia,
the basis of Yemen’s constitution,
practicing magic is forbidden.
Moreover, one who desecrates a
Quran is considered an apostate
who could be sentenced to death,
unless he repents.

Sultan said that he learned
magic, but he has been unable to
practice successfully.

“T’have been mentally ill for over
10 years,” he said, asking the court
to look upon his case with sympa-
thy. “This led me to do this.”

Lahj campaign comes to close

Suspected Al-Qaeda mem-
bers apprehended in south-
ern governorate

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

LAHJ, June 13 — A two-day mili-
tary campaign, launched to pursue
Al-Qaeda affiliates in Lahj gover-
norate, came to an end on Monday

Abdulhakeem Shaef, Security
Manager of this governorate to the
south of Sana’a, said the campaign
included 13 military vehicles which
were situated in Al-Hawata city,
the capital of the governorate.

Shaef indicated that the cam-
paign was part of a larger security
plan to purge Lahj of suspected
terrorists.

“Militant terror suspects were
arrested on the second day of the
campaign,” Shaef said. “We are in-
vestigating to know if they are af-
filiated with Al-Qaeda or not.”

The campaign targeted the

eastern areas of Al-Hawta district
particularly the farms in which Al-
Qaeda members were believed to
have been camped out, according
to Shaef.

Ali Haider, the deputy governor
of Lahj, said this campaign comes
following recent bouts of violence
between security forces and be-
lieved Al-Qaeda forces.

Protests limited in NDC

Houthi rep says it sets a “dan-
gerous precedent,” NDC offi-
cials defend decision

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, June 13 — The pre-
sidium of the National Dialogue
Conference issued a statement on
Tuesday limiting protests staged
by participants inside the confer-
ence hall, which have increased
over the last weeks.

“Reading statements or holding
protests during the general ses-
sions is not allowed,” the state-

ment read. “However, protests
[may be held] after 1:00 p.m. and
after coordinating with the con-
ference presidium.”

Ali Al-Bukhaiti, the spokesper-
son of the Houthis at NDC, said
the presidium’s decision has not
been agreed upon unanimously
by the NDC members, as regula-
tions dictate.

NDC members had nothing to
do with this decision, Al-Bukhaiti
said, and they should have had a
say.

It sets “a dangerous precedent,”
he said.

Naji Rashid, the representa-

tives of the Southern Movement,
or Hirak, at the NDC, said the
statement is “not democratic,” as
protestors should have the space
to “raise objections to particular
issues.”

The NDC statement came one
day after the a group of Houthis
held a protest during the open-
ing session of the second general
meeting of the NDC.

Yasser Al-Ruaini, the deputy
general secretary of the NDC, said
that Tuesday’s statement aims to
limit protests to certain times, not
prevent them as some may under-
stand.

Young political parties
face challenges

Yemen Political Parties’s
Obervatory to monitor ac-
tions of political groups

Sadeq Al-Wesabi

SANA’A, June 13 — Following
the 2011 uprising that toppled
then-President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, about 16 new political
parties were established, mostly
by young men and women.

The newly-established politi-
cal parties are still facing chal-
lenges which may threaten their
existence.

This number was added to the
old 22 parties which were set up
following the unification between
the North and South in 1990.

Although they confess that
their possibilities for financial
and political success are slim,
the founders of the new politi-
cal parties say they will develop
their parties gradually.

Amal Al-Thawr, the founder
of Al-Rabi Political Party and
the first woman to head a politi-
cal party, said that her party will
“build itself from inside.”

She said that the only concern
of the party will be “improv-
ing the conditions” of Yemenis’
lives.

“We established these parties
to achieve something for our
country not ourselves,” she said.

Tawfiq Al-Janad, the executive
manager of the ABJAD Center
for Studies and Development,
said that there is no need for
more parties, saying that the po-
litical life in Yemen is “saturated

with political groups.”

Al-Janad said that there are
two kinds of people who get in-
volved in politics.

“There are some honest and
serious people who aim to serve
their country by setting up these
parties and there are opportun-
ists who seek to serve their per-
sonal interests,” he said.

Last April, the ABJAD cen-
ter—with the help of some youth
activists—launched the Yemen
Political Parties’ Observatory to
monitor and observe these new
parties.

The website is publishing the
documentation of the internal
systems for the public to see, in
an effort to increase social and
political accountability.

Bakeel Al-Homaini, the sec-
retary-general of the Youths of
Justice and Building (one of the
new parties), said that the old
political parties haven’t “done
anything” for the sake of Ye-
menis.

Al-Homaini is optimistic about
the road ahead.

“These parties will contribute
significantly towards building
the civil state and change the
current situation,” he said.

Akram Al-Sharjabi, a public
servant, said that he is cautiously
optimistic about the establish-
ment of new political parties.
But he doesn’t want to be disap-
pointed again, he said.

“We made a revolution after
we lost hope in those [old] politi-
cal parties,” he said. “We don’t
want to repeat the same thing
again.”

Security forces in Aden two
men with suspected links to
Al-Qaeda on Tuesday. Brig-
adier General Sadeq Haid,
Aden Security Chief, said
the soldiers who started a
security campaign on Sat-
urday to eliminate weapons
carrying in the governorate
arrested the two suspects.
The two men are suspected
of plotting to target govern-
ment facilities.

On Monday, Dr. Abdul-
razaq Al-Ashwal, the Edu-
cation Minister, signed an
agreement with Abdulla
Al-Dailmi, deputy execu-
tive head of the Social De-
velopment Fund, to sign
contracts with 3,500 teach-
ers. Al-Ashwal pointed out
that this memorandum of
understanding aims to con-
tract with teachers to work
in 60 rural districts in sev-
eral governorates for three
years.

Clashes broke out on Mon-
day at a military checkpoint
in Taiz betweem checkpoint
security and bodyguards of
the commander of the Fifth
Military Region, General
Mohammed Rajeh Labo-
za. Three of the General’s
bodyguards were injured.
Laboza passed the check-
point, disregarding the sol-
diers of the checkpoint, Ab-
dulrahman Al-Maqdashi,
the manager of the investi-
gation department in Taiz,
said. The soldiers chased
him down and shot at his
car.

Reporting by Nasser Al-Sakkaf

Attacks leave Marib gas station
out of order

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

MARIB, June 13 — Marib Power
Gas Station in Bani Al-Jardan dis-
trict of Marib shut down on Tues-
day, after attacks on Monday and
Tuesday left the first and second
electrical circuits of the station out

of service.

Harith Al-Amri, the deputy
manager of the Public Electricity
Corporation, said that armed men
from the Al-Jardan tribe attacked
the first electrical circuit on Mon-
day and the second circuit on Tues-
day.

In addition, Al-Amri said that
the tribesmen prevented the tech-
nical teams of PEC from doing the
repairs.

Repeated attacks on electric-
ity lines cause deterioration in the
level of the power generation of the
station.

NDC Update

A small group of the Consensus
Committee has been tasked with
creating a mechanism for en-
dorsing the decisions proposed
by the working groups. Only two
groups, Independence of Special
Institutions and Good Gover-
nance, have together more than
a 100 recommendations. Half
of their recommendations could
be turned into constitutional ar-
ticles.

The Presidium of the National
Dialogue Conference created a
list of regulations for any protests
or statements by any of the po-
litical components of individuals.
The main regulations are requir-

ing permission and protests must
be made only after1:00 p.m.
and outside the main hall. The
Houthis staged a protest because
of this decree on Tuesday.

The NDC condemned the attacks
on a group of protestors on Sat-
urday which resulted in the death
of 13 and injury of more than 100.
The NDC issued a statement in
which it called for an investiga-
tive committee to find the truth
behind the allegations that the
protestors started shooting at the
National Security soldiers.

The working groups could not
live up to the agreed agenda and
because of a number of different
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disturbances in the first two days
of the second general assembly,
there is a delay of presentations
of three working groups which
may lead to a three-day extension
of the second general assembly.
The second general assembly was
previously scheduled to end by
Wednesday June, 17.

Dear parents: The breastfeeding-related wrong practices are a chief a reason for malnourishment and child mortality. o
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Dear parents: The

repeated infections of diseases, amnesia, rickets and night blindness are clear manifestations of

malnutrition among children.

Your child is your responsibility. Do leave him/her vulnerable to ailments and diseases.
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Drones in Yemen:
May and June

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

Air strikes—some confirmed as drone strikes, others
still alleged—over the course of the past two months
have resulted in 20 deaths, in addition to many other
injuries. In most cases, alleged Al-Qaeda members are
the targets.

Saeed Al-Jumabhi, a researcher on Islamist groups,
suspects that these strikes may actually work in
Al-Qaeda’s favor. The terrorist group may point to
these strikes as examples of heavy-handed American
imperialism, he said.

In September of 2012, President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi said he “personally approves” of every strike
launched by American drones in Yemen. President
Barack Obama delivered a speech in May, saying they
use the drones to protect their country, by targetting
threats abroad.

On May 25, a march took place in Sana’a, denouncing
drone strikes in the country. Many victims, protestors
said, are innocent and have nothing to do with terrorist
groups.

May 18

An air strike
targeted a terrorist
group in Al-Mahfad
district of Abyan,
killing seven. Al-
Qaeda leader Jelal
Baleed was likely
injured.

May 20

An air strike struck
alleged Al-Qaeda
members in Ra’'da
district of Al-Beidha,
killing two. The raid
targeted Abdu Rabu
Mukbil Al-Zoba and

May 24

An air raid hit Al-
Khabt district in
Al-Jawf governorate,
near the Saudi-
Yemeni border. The
raid left three dead.

Obad Musa’d Al-Khabzi.

June 1

Two air strikes hit Al-
Mahfad district of Abyan
governorate, Killing two and
injuring two others. The
strike targeted an Al-Qaeda
leading figure, Awadh Ali
Lakra, but his killing has
been unconfirmed so far.

June 9

The latest drone strike

was on June 9 in Al-Jawf
governorate. The strike
targeted a car holding Al-
Qaeda suspects in Khab
district, killing seven. Saleh
Juraidan, a leading terrorist
figure, was among the dead.
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Instructors teach outside of their specialties, students lose out

Are private schools worth it?

Samar Qaed

rivate schools first ap-
peared in the Republic
of Yemen in 1995, five
years after the country’s
unification in 1990.

The number of private schools
has increased year by year.

According to statistics from the
Ministry of Education, there were
966 private schools operating at the
beginning of this year.

Some see these schools as presti-
gious, and they pay more for their
child’s classes.

However some parents have be-
gun to worry about the quality of
education that is being provided.

In October 2012, the Ministry of
Education conducted its first survey
ever on private schools throughout
Yemen, including governorates such
as Sana'a, Taiz, Aden, Hodeida, Ibb,
Al-Mukala, and Sayoun. Despite
the fact that they were set up al-
most twenty years ago, a formal as-
sessment of the schools didn’t take
place until last year..

With an operational budget es-
timated at YR10 million, the sur-
vey revealed several imbalances
in terms of licenses, enrollment
capacity, educational framework,
buildings which weren’t prepared
to be schools, laboratory equipment
and narrow yards.

Ali Al-Eryani, director of the Pri-
vate Education Department at the
Ministry of Education, said that
this is unacceptable and needs to
change.

“We gave these private schools
a six-month period—from April to
September—to correct and improve
the situation in their schools,” he
said.

If the schools don’t meet the stan-

dards, he said, they’d have to be
shut down.

Many private school teachers—
excluding those working in schools
owned by embassies—complain
about conditions in the school, too.

Mohammed Abdulhameed, who
teaches physical education at a
private school in Sana’a, says that
when he applied for a position to
teach, his employers just glanced
at his portfolio and resume. All you
need to teach, Abdulhameed says,
is a college diploma. It doesn’t mat-
ter what you majored in.

Abdulhameed said that often in-
structors will end up teaching sub-
jects for which they are not quali-
fied.

Principals know that university
graduates need jobs and can’t af-
ford to turn down any opportuni-
ties.

Some private schools hire teach-
ers to teach 156 periods per month,
paying them YR20, 000 (about
$100). Insome other private schools,
the teachers teach 132 periods, with
a pay of YR15,000 ($70).

Belquis Al-Ansi graduated from
the Islamic Department at Arhab
University in 2007 and has been
teaching in a private school for the
past six years.

She says sheis forced to teach sub-
jects that never studied in school.

She graduated with an Islamic
degree, but finds herself teaching
Math, Science and Arabic—subjects
in which, she says, she has no ex-
perience.

“Six years ago, I applied for a po-
sition with the Ministry of Civil Ser-
vice,” Al Ansi said. She has decided
to work in private schools until she
finds a government job—which, she
said would be much more attractive
to her because of the state benefits

Ali Abulohoom

Photo b

[RR"
-i"'*

1 e :
fOEY
AL

i a fl-'il'i'-i‘-! ”i.,.irﬂ.
mrnvﬁ

q‘!‘& 411!*ﬂhjfra
= e i*, et L) 0

74 A A

=

Private schools appeared in Yemen after the country’s unification in 1990, but there was no countrywide assessment of the
facilities until 2012.

that she would receive.

Ahlam Al-Sagheer, a Sana’a
mother, said she enrolled her chil-
dren in a public school because the
teachers are good. They're all spe-
cialized in their fields, she said. Not
like some private schools.

“My older daughter studied her
first year in a private school. I was
surprised because the same teacher
taught her [multiple subjects],” she
said.

Al-Sagheer worried that her
daughter was getting a poor educa-

tion and she found a public school
to enroll her in.

“I won’t give my money to greedy
merchants in private schools,” Al-
Sagheer said. “I feel better about
my children’s future since I moved
them to the public school.”

Nabeela Ali, the principal of Al-
Raeda Primary Private School, said
some of his staff quit their positions
for personal reasons. When they
quit, he says that he is forced to hire
new faculty. Because classes must
go on, he says, sometimes he asks

staff to teach subjects for which
they might not be experts.

But, he said, he pays them a fair
salary for their work.

Abdulkareem Al-Ashwal, the
Minister of Education, issued an
announcement in April of this year,
laying out the working standards
for private schools.

Al-Ashwal said that the ministry
has now set a maximum number of
periods that each teacher can work
and also a minimum monthly of
YR30,000, around $140.

This decree was distributed to
local councils which are the autho-
rized bodies that issue licenses for
private schools.

Jabr Al-Saiad, head of the Private
Schools Syndicate, said he’s con-
cerned about the new decree. He’s
worried that schools will increase
their tuitions and that parents will
be the ones to suffer.

“The Ministry should supervise
these schools,” Al-Saiad said. “We
need to know if the fees students
pay are reflective of the education.”
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Digging into history at

The Grand Mosque

Story and photos by
Amal Al-Yarisi

enovation and historical
excavation are ongoing
inside  Yemen’s  Grand
Mosque.

This mosque, the most
ancient in Yemen, is located at the heart
of Old Sana’a and is said have been built
using old stones from legendary and now
destroyed Ghamdan palace, which once
towered over Sana’a.

Legends hold that the Prophet
Mohammed sent Waber Bin Yahnus Al-
Ansari to Sana’a and ordered him to build
the Grand Mosque for Yemen’s Muslims
in 630 A.D.

uncover the history of this sacred site. It
is known that it has grown considerably
since the Prophet Mohammad’s time,
undergoing many renovations and
expansions.

In the period between 86-96 in the
Islamic calendar, Caliph Al-Walid Bin
Abdulmalik expanded to much larger
dimensions and the mosque was again
expanded during the time of Prince Omar
Bin Abdulmajeed.

There are over 100 mosques inside
Old Sana’a, but this one perhaps has the
deepest historical roots.

This mosque is on the UNESCO list of
world heritage sites is home to dozens of
ancient, brittle copies of the Quran.

Religious classes are held here, and

Excavation teams are digging there are open halls for quiet meditation
underneath the mosque, hoping to and study.

There are hundreds of holy books kept here, some dating back to the time of the Prophet Mohammed.

..‘"A

The kibla, towars which Muslims turn during prayer, is parallel to the An order given by Caliph Al-Mahdi Abdullah to
direction of the Kaba in Mecca, according to Sheikh Abdulla Al-Zabidi. reconstruct the mosque in the 86th year of the
Islamic calendar.

Several wooden walls, the colors of which have faded and over Men and women come to the Grand Mosque to study and pray. Daily worshippers remove their sandles before stepping into
times, are being replaced. the sacred space.

Invitation for Expression of Interest
For Cleaning Services

Invitation for Expression of Interest
For Gardening Services

The World Bank Office in Sana’a is announcing its need for Cleaning Services
including hospitality. Qualified firms with experience of not less than 3 years
are encouraged to contact our office to obtain detailed ToR or to visit our
premises in Faj Attan.

The World Bank Office in Sana’a is announcing its need for Gardening Services.
Qualified firms with experience of not less than 3 years are encouraged to contact
our office to obtain detailed ToR or to visit our premises in Faj Attan.

Expression of Interest should be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Gardening Services” no
Expression of Interest should be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Cleaning Services” no later later than June 22nd, 2013 to:

than June 22nd, 2013 to:
Office Manager

Office Manager
Faj Attan, off Beirut Street
Behind Al-Soswa Petrol Station

Faj Attan, off Beirut Street
Behind Al-Soswa Petrol Station
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
Telephone: 413-710/413 708
Telephone: 413-710/413 708
The package should include: (i) company profile; (ii) copy of the valid business license (iii) three verifiable

The package should include: (i) company profile; (ii) copy of the valid business license (iii) three verifiable references, (iv) breakdown of expected fees per month, and (v) cost of materials for garden maintenance
references, and (iv) breakdown for expected fees including cleaning materials per month. per month.
Applications not complying with the above requirements or applications received by fax/e-mail will Applications not complying with the above requirements or applications received by fax/e-mail will

not be considered. Only short-listed applicants will be contacted. not be considered. Only short-listed applicants will be contacted.
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Saying ‘yes’ to a no-fly zone in Syria

Asaad Al-Saleh

he fall of the Syrian re-

gime has been the goal

of millions of Syrians,

not only those who

rose against Bashar Al-
Assad, but also the now more than
four million people directly affect-
ed by his clinging to power instead
of answering the popular call for a
regime.

The world is watching Syrians
pay a heavy price for continuing to
seek their freedom.

There is an urgent need to speed

up the demise of this regime to save
more Syrian lives. Assad is using
the air force to target cities and
towns, causing the death of inno-
cent people, along with its unsuc-
cessful (but hugely damaging) war
against all sorts of rebels.
Therefore, an internationally
imposed no-fly zone will be help-
ful to prevent more assaults by the
regime’s military jets. It will also
stop the rebels, loosely organized
under the Free Syrian Army (FSA),
from their continuous assault on
regime forces that seem to defend
Al-Assad, perhaps indefinitely, at

Maged Ahmed Alqutami

Which some reckon nuisance,
Bloody mourning redawned.

Hail to you!

O years of calmness!

If only you could be back!
How terrible!

Why did Holako resurrect?

O heaven!

The UN is a toy.
The strongest set rules,

Those who stand will smash,
Those who ask, will suffer,

New creatures emerged,
Tasted in the dark cells.
How odd!

Few laugh and luxuriate,
Blood and cares!

Too bad!
A man becomes an ogre!

Oil smears its natural zest,

Letting everything stink!

Whoa!

Look who is coming here!
Uncle Sam!

With gangs of disaster!

So that he pleases Jesus!

No more!

No way to work once more!
Now!
Move away!

Your distant continent.
No way to stay any longer!
Run or burn!

Stop it!

Stop!
Game comes to end.

Poem
Country under foreign rule

Just at the rooster achieved the calling,

We lost our sense for seeking safety!
Since the modern cannibals returned.

What an evil hand dared abuse the Abssian antiquities?
How could it dare offend the Library of Wisdom Home?
Were not its volumes significant?

And launched a new Tatarian invasion?

Marking the hoofs with blood and inks;

Drowning that giant effort of study and harvest,

So as to cross his wild wagons!

The world is crusading against our doctrine!
As the weakest must comply with no asking.

And those who dare think, will charge with treason or terrorism

Due to the physical and mental torments,
As twenty million breaths are sweating

The whole environment around him turns red!
The sea is not that, we used to relish

Destroying the gorgeous realm of coral,
Tempting a docile mortal to busy himself
With rivaling and raising those sensuous skyscrapers

Over norms and charred corpses,
Which harshly trod on to go up?

Waged the wrongful war against the modern Babylon,
Resuming the ancient Crusades,

Expiating all his greatest sins with bloodshed and fire,
Or seeks having back the lost sacred Grail!

You could milk this affluent country,

All your wily cards have burnt!
The robots, you reared for long, all fell undone,

Take your baggage and leave for
A possessed span will last for its standing owners.

Land, under you, turns a fatal fire.

All my homeland's stones have known,
“It isn’t a good pigeon caused all that ruin and violence!”

all costs.

This no-fly zone can be legalized
based on humanitarian reasons.
The Syrian air force has targetted
crowded cities, leaving many dead.
The injured have limited and some-
times no access to hospitals and
medical aid.

Syrians are increasingly disap-
pointed by the international com-
munity, which they see as doing
nothing for them, regardless of the
abuse of human rights and massa-
cres committed by the regime.

With a no-fly zone, there would
be no need for foreign troops in
Syria, particularly if trusted ele-
ments of the FSA were to be given
advanced military assistance to
stop the air strikes.

The regime will keep using the
Syrian skies to destroy more places
and to kill more people, but even the
threat that such a no-fly zone could
be imposed would likely change the
dynamics of the fight between the
regime and the FSA.

Many liberated areas in Syria
are controlled by the FSA, and
these can be used to regroup fight-
ers and increase the isolation of the
regime’s forces, allowing more de-
fectors to join them, motivated by
the fear of elimination.

When I posed the question of
what the United States is expected
to do for Syria, Hussein Al-Ab-
dulaatif, a Syrian who works in
Qatar—and supporter of the revo-
lution—expressed disappointment
at what he called the U.S.s “care-
lessness for Syrian blood,” and the
“green light” that he felt has been
given by the U.S. to Al-Assad to
continue destroying the country.

Specifically, Al-Abdulaatif rec-
ommended that the U.S. “prevent
Iran and Russia from assisting the
regime in killing Syrian people.”

Many observers—from both the
Middle East and Western coun-
tries—have already expressed the
need for indirect intervention.
However, military intervention
must not be taken lightly.

Arming the FSA has been con-
ceived as the only plausible alter-
native to military intervention by
non-Syrian forces, an alternative
that is complicated and not yet fully
conceived. Many Syrians object to
foreign troops entering their coun-
try, which might be implausible and
counter-productive. Given the large
numbers of the FSA’s members, the
best assistance is to provide these
men with arms.

The Syrian regime—which has
committed grave crimes against
Syrian people—is still a source of

terror in the international commu-
nity.

Through its media, it tries to
show that the revolutionaries are
motivated by sectarian agendas,
when the regime itself has created
such division among Syrians by
transforming the army into an Ala-
wite militia.

The regime is trying to stay in
power, not save Syria.

Al-Assad has shown that he is not
as strong as people thought he was.
He has used ruthless tactics in his
unsuccessful attempt to stop the
revolution. He lost most of his army
because many soldiers defected.

After more than two years of re-
volt, with the dwindling resources
and the sanctions imposed, the
country is slowly but surely losing
its ability to function.

Many government employees are
not receiving their salaries, and
thousands of government jobs were
destroyed in such afflicted cities as
Homs, Daraa, Hama, Idlib, Dier al-
Zour, and Damascus and Aleppo
suburbs.

Peasants are affected by the high
prices of petroleum and the lack
of safe transportation for market-
ing their own products, a situation
that affected their lives and caused
higher food prices for food.

Children in Syria are tremen-
dously affected by the conflict,
and many of them fell victims to
the shelling of civilian areas, with
thousands of them no longer at-
tending schools or staying at their
own homes.

The Syrian refugees are still
pouring into neighboring countries
and the Syrian government is not
taking responsibility for them.

The international community,
spearheaded by the United States,
can play a vital role in assisting Syr-
ians to regain their country. Russia
and China cannot prevent the fall
of Al-Assad when his people are de-
termined to get rid of him.

The Syrian opposition has been
asked to unite and they did. The
FSA is more than ready for the fi-
nal stage of liberating Syria, and
Syrians cannot handle more delay
for a solution, which, unfortunately
seems to be a military one.

Thus, the international commu-
nity needs to act, and a no-fly zone
is the most immediate action that
can bring this conflict to an end.

Asaad Al-Saleh is an Assistant
Professor of Arabic and Compara-
tive Literature at the University of
Utah.

“To make Yemen a good
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,

Founder of Yemen Times

(1951 - 1999)

OUR OPINION

The real revolution
starts now

t the risk of angering the protestors who
struggled for change at the various demon-
strations in 2011, I feel that the real revolu-
tion has just begun.
This is the revolution of changing the
mind-set of the decision makers and politicians in the
country, a drastic yet gradual change in the governing

system of the country.

One of the symptoms of this revolution is that political
players finally understood that there is no “winner takes
it all” anymore and that the sharing of power and wealth
will be the new way forward for Yemen.

Another symptom is the serious engagement of youth,
women and other minorities in the state-building pro-
cess, in general manifested in the National Dialogue Con-

ference.

Citizens around the country have reached a common
understanding of their ambitions and needs of a new Ye-
men. They share the same problems and needs—which
means they share the solutions as well. Being in the same
boat—albeit broken and almost sinking—has a plus side
to it. When removing political rhetoric and games, people
eventually might agree and end their fighting.

The world is now looking at Yemen and wondering, will
our revolution be a success or not? This is the same ques-
tion we are asking. But I think there are more reasons to
think that it will work than fail.

There is no other option but to change, as the status quo
will pull Yemen back hundreds of years—not only eco-
nomically but also socially—as the social texture will be
fragmented and torn apart because of political, economic

and security tensions.

What stands against our real revolution are the old
school politicians who, as they realize they can’t dominate
on their own, are trying to create certain alliances with
like-minded people so that they return to old ways. They

are resisting the tide.

The new generation of politicians needs to introduce
consolidated, comprehensive projects as an alternative to
the existing ones. These rising politicians need to create
new alliances. We've come too far now, we can’t slip back-

wards.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

GPC confuses the JMP: Hadi for president?

Khalid Al-Samadi
Yemenpress.net
First Published May 30, 2013

was expecting either the

General People’s Congress

(GPC) or the Joint Meet-

ing Parties (JMP) to select

the interim president Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi as a candi-
date in the presidential election of
2014.

This political tactic was made
by the GPC, which is led by former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh. But
did the GPC obtain information
that the JMP are studying the pos-
sibility of selecting President Hadi
to be their candidate? Did this
push the GPC to earlier announce

President Hadi as their candidate
though the beneficiary of Hadi’s
current decisions is the JMP?

Or was it the political intelli-
gence of the GPC that has made
the JMP occupied with distribut-
ing positions, trading accusations,
having conflicting ideologies in
the squares, newspapers and on
websites, and finally losing the
national team spirit? Has the GPC
realized that the JMP are still far
from choosing a consensus candi-
date, hitting them with this deci-
sion now?

Or was it the political intelligence
of the GPC that realized choosing a
powerful military candidate who
belongs to a military influential
area will obstruct Sheikh Hamid

Al-Ahmar, or any tribal power in
the North, from running for elec-
tions?

Or was it the political intelli-
gence of the GPC that intends to
make Hadi the representative of
the party and be committed to its
decisions and electoral program.
Thus, each party will implement its
program, disregarding the Change
Program which the youth wants.

What will the JMP and the youth
do? Will they choose Hadi as a
presidential candidate, so that he
will be everyone’s candidate, not
the GPC’s only? Or will they have
another civil candidate whom they
trust will be able to gain votes as
long as there is an electronic elec-
toral registry?

President Hadi has earned tre-
mendous popularity and is highly
respected by lots of people for sev-
eral reasons including his free-cor-
ruption reputation. He has broken
the tribal and doctrinal manipula-
tion of power. Moreover, all Hadi’s
decrees work towards the building
of a civil, modern state.

Though the youths were behind
the uprising, they are disintegrated
now, incapable of competing with
huge coalitions. But they will vote
for the one who is close to their as-
pirations. We are waiting for the
decision of the JMP.

Translated from the Arabic by
Khalid Al-Karimi
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RECRUITMENT

Aviation has the following vacancies based in Yemen

SALES EXECUTIVE

RESERVATION & TICKETING SUPERVISOR
RESERVATION & TICKETING AGENTS
PRICING & MARKETING

CARGO SALES EXECUTIVE

Mo N e

Please send your CV, including a covering letter, full details of your career development to
date, relevant training taken, contact details and a recent passport size photograph to:

Email id: haapplicant@gmail.com

Due to the high volume of applications that we receive only shortlisted
candidates will be contacted
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MOKHA 60 MW WIND FARM PROJECT
General Procurement Notice (GPN)

The Government of Yemen has received/requested loans/Grants from the following International
Financing Agencies (IFAs): a Grant from the World Bank (WB) in the amount of USD 20 million, a
loan from the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) in the amount of USD 20 million,
a loan from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFSED) in the equivalent
of USD 65 million, and a Grant from the Saudi Development Fund (SDF) in equivalent of USD
20 million, towards the cost of 60 MW Mocha Wind Power project, and it intends to apply the
proceeds of these loans/Grants to eligible payments for goods, works and services procured under
this project. Bidding for contracts and services financed by the IFAs will be through International
Competitive Bidding (ICB) and will be governed by the Rules of Procedure of Goods and Works
of the IFAs including but not limited to the WB’s “Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, works, and
Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers” and
“Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants under IBRD Loans IDA Credits & Grants
by World Bank Borrowers”.

The principal objective of the Project is to demonstrate the technical feasibility and economic
viability of wind power development in Yemen. It aims to provide renewable energy with at
competitive price to the industrial, commercial and household consumers.

The wind farm shall comprise the following goods/works and services

»  The design, manufacture, supply, installation/construction and commission of a wind farm
with a total rated capacity of about 60 MW comprising of WTGs with unit capacity of 1 to
3 MW. The package includes internal wind farm cable network to the Al Mokah substation,
a 2.6 km 132 kV transmission line, the substation expansion, including server room with
on-site SCADA access and remote monitoring and control access interfaces (FOC, ADSL).
A service contract for the operation and maintenance of the wind farm for an initial period
of 3 years is also included.

«  Consulting services and technical assistance activities to assist the implementation of the
Mocha Wind project and support local capacity building and market development to scale
up wind power development in Yemen, including the implementation of activities aimed at
scaling-up the development of wind resources in Yemen through a PPP approach.

Specific Procurement Notices for contracts to be bided under International Competitive Bidding
(ICB) procedures will be announced, as they become available.

Interested bidders may obtain further information, and should confirm their interest, by contacting
the executing agency directly at the address below:

Ministry of Electricity & Energy

Almatar Street

Alhassaba , Yemen

Generation Projects Implementation Unit
Al-Mokha 60 mw wind farm project
Attention: Tawfik Abdo Ali

Generation projects implementation Director
6omwfp@gmail.com

gpsu8o@gmai.com

Tel./ Fax. No. +9671 313 649
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+  Full services for inside and outside
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+ Fully-equipped health club.

+ Qualified staff

+ Wireless services
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Yemen government urged to take action

Abdurrahman Shamlan
Medialine.com
First Published June 3

1-Qaeda-affiliated

fighters are poised

to take control of the

southeastern province

of Hadrmout, Yemen's
largest province, French ambas-
sador to Yemen Frank Gillette is
warning.

Gillette told a press conference
that he has information about im-
pending efforts by Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP),
considered the most active cell of
the global terror network, to seize
large swaths of land in Hadrmout
and control of the entire province.
He urged the Yemeni authorities
to confront this land-grab imme-
diately.

His warning came just a few days
after the Interior Ministry said
it foiled an Al-Qaeda plot to seize
control of Gail Bawazeer, one of
Hadrmout's largest towns, and to
then declare it an Islamic emirate.

"This plot, which was doomed to
fail, reflects that the terrorist group
clings to its sick dreams to establish
an Islamic emirate in the province,
although they have failed before
in Abyan, Shabwa, and Al-Beidha
provinces," the ministry said in a
statement posted on its website.

Hadrmout sources said that the
number of Al-Qaeda fighters in the
province has notably increased re-
cently. The sources added that Al-
Qaeda fighters are moving freely
inside the province's major cities
including Al-Mukala, the provin-
cial capital, taking advantage of an
almost complete absence of secu-
rity forces

"Indeed, Al-Qaeda has signifi-
cantly expanded lately and the
government has chosen not to do
anything to stop their expansion.
The increase of Al-Qaeda activities
is reflected by the spread of its slo-
gans everywhere in the province,"
Mubarak Al-Awbakani, a retired
security chief, said. "They are plas-
tered on the outside walls of hospi-
tals, schools and other buildings.
They have been there for a month
and the government did nothing to
remove them."

Yemeni political activist Nasser
Baqoqas said that the security situ-
ation in Hadrmout is scary due to
the security forces' absence and
increasing activities by Al-Qaeda
elements.

"The gunmen are seen during
broad daylight moving freely in
their vehicles with black flags flut-
tering. They hold meetings, dis-
tribute flyers, and plaster posters
bearing their slogans all over the
area. They significantly increased
their assassination of top security
officials.

"The political security build-
ing in Hadrmout's biggest town,
Al-Shihr, which housed the intel-
ligence body, as well as another
security building there have been
shut down after their top security
officials were assassinated recent-
ly," Baqoqas said. "Many of the se-
curity and intelligence officials in
Hadrmout are hiding at home due
to the assassination campaigns tar-
geting them."

In recent months, Hadrmout has
witnessed the assassination of 10 of
the most senior security officials in
the province by gunmen suspected
to be linked to Al-Qaeda.

"We are really concerned about

Al-Qaeda
has
expanded
and the
government
has chosen
not to do
anything to
stop their
expansion

this group's presence in our areas
because we realize the great danger
they pose to the community at all
levels — economic, social, and secu-
rity matters," Baqoqas said.

Al-Awbakani and Baqoqas urged
the government to shoulder its re-
sponsibility and rid their home
province of Al-Qaeda fighters. They
agreed that the lack of any govern-
ment action against the fighters' ac-
tivities and the expansion of areas
under the fighters' control is what
made them very dangerous.

"In light of the current security
situation in Hadrmout, I think the
militants can launch attacks on po-
lice stations and army posts and
seize control of major towns in a
matter of minutes. This will only
happen, however, if the security
and army forces don't move swiftly
and tackle their threat by arresting
them and restricting their move-
ments," said Al-Awbakani, an as-
sessment Baqoqas shared.

Not everyone is so gloomy about
the situation. Brigadier General
Hussein Hashem Al-Hamed, the
security chief of Hadrmout's Des-
erts and Valley, said this cannot
and will not happen because the
security and army forces will foil
such terrorist attempts.

Al-Hamed said that the terror-
ist threat was exaggerated by the
media, and discounted Al-Qaeda's
prospects of seizing control of ma-
jor towns in Hadrmout.

"We took all necessary measur-
ers to foil any terrorist attacks," he
said. But Al-Hamed admitted that
there are many security challenges
in the province, including the in-
creasing threat of Al-Qaeda due to
the current political crisis

"What have encouraged Al-Qae-

da to step up its activities are the
current political conflicts among all
factions. Not only do Al-Qaeda op-
eratives exist here, but many other
armed groups as well," Al-Hamed
said. He was referring to gunmen
from the Southern Movement, a
group calling for the outright inde-
pendence of South Yemen. Recent-
ly the group's supporters started
taking up arms in their struggle for
independence.

Asked about the assassinations
of security officials, Al-Hamed
said: "Yes there are increasing as-
sassinations and the slogans of
Al-Qaeda and other groups are
everywhere. The security situa-
tion is complex but will never reach
the point where these elements are
able to take control of areas and
towns."

While many inside and outside
Hadrmout are worried the Al-
Qaeda-linked groups could quickly
take over the entire province, some
political analysts also completely
rule out such a possibility.

Saeed Obaid, chairman of the
Al-Jahmi Center for studies based
in Sana'a and an expert on Al-
Qaeda affairs in Yemen, said, "I
don't think that Al-Qaeda could
take control of towns in Hadrmout
because this province has different
characteristics and is nothing like
the towns that the militants group
seized before. It's different from all
other Yemeni provinces.

"The people of Hadrmout are
well-known for being civilized,
renouncing violence, and most
importantly they have adopted a
modern version of the Sunni sect
of Islam," he argued. “The environ-
ment there is not suitable for Al-
Qaeda to thrive and establish an

Islamic emirate.”

Al-Qaeda took advantage of the
unrest in Yemen in 2011 triggered
by the Arab Spring protests that
swept the country calling for an
end to the 33-year rule of former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

After almost a year of Al-Qaeda
control over the southern towns,
however, Yemeni army troops aid-
ed by U.S. advisors and the Ameri-
cans' drone strikes managed to re-
take them and drive the Al-Qaeda
fighters out in May of 2012.

The current political crisis stems
from increasing calls for the out-
right independence of south Ye-
men.

The Yemen Arab Republic
(known as North Yemen) and
South Yemen (formerly known as
the People's Democratic Republic
of Yemen) were two independent
states, merging to form the Repub-
lic of Yemen in 1990. Four years
later, however, South Yemen lead-
er Ali Salim Al-Baidh announced
the south was seceding, sparking
a four-month civil war eventually
won by the northern forces.

In 2007, calls for an independent
south Yemen were revived and
gained popularity among south-
erners. Complaining of economic
and political discrimination, many
in south Yemen have shown their
discontent with the current inte-
grated system of government.

They complain that their natural
resources are being drained away
by the northern government and
they are deprived of any profits
from them, particularly Yemen's
oil, most of which was found in the
south. They also claim that they
are not given key positions when it
comes to civil service jobs.
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Sana’a woman does not let paralysis hold her back

Persistence and success

KR "B

Samia drew pictures ever since she was young. Her creativity, she says, has been a source of inspiration.

Dares Al-Badani

amia  Al-Hajri  has
suffered from partial
paralysis  since her

birth. She cannot move
her legs. Most of her
community wrote her off at first,

thinking that she wouldn’t be able
to overcome this handicap and life
a full life.

But Samia was out to prove them
wrong.

For 15 years of her 22-year life,
she spent most of her time inside.
She says that she was very sad to

see her brothers and neighbors go
to school every day and life their
lives which looked so different
from hers.

“I wanted to go to school,” she
says. “But my disability prevented
me.”

But Samia always had faith in
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God, she says, believing that things
might turn around for her.

Seven years ago, she heard about
alocal association that takes care of
people with disabilities and asked
her father to take her there.

In the association, she learned
aboutdifferentactivitiesthat people
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with disabilities
are able to
participate  in.
She felt free, like
she had found a
communityand—
perhaps most
importantly—she
learned how to
read.

Samia finished
the “elementary
stage” of classes
offered at
association’s
center.

The association agreed with some
public schools to enroll people with
disabilities and Samia was the first
to join one of these schools.

One of Samia’s passions has
always been drawing, she says.

“I was good at drawing and I
studied several courses in the
association to improve my talent,”
she said.

Samia kept a collection of her
drawings and recently participated
in a series of art exhibits—both
inside and outside the country.
She even works as a drawing

and designing
trainerinseveral
associations,
passing on
her skills. She
also works as a
public relations
employee,
she says, and
is studying
accounting. On
top of that, she
has  produced
documentary
films, outline
challenges faced
by Yemeni women with disabilities.

These challenges, Samia’a life
proves, can be overcome.

Tune into Dares Al-Badani’s
weekly program on Radio
Yemen Times, Dawo Al-
Erada, in which he profiles
local Yemenis who live with
handicaps. Hear more of these
inspirational  stories every
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. — 12:00
p.m. Tune your dial to 88.8
and thanks for listening!

Graduated from YCMES

Ryam Al-Qady
he first group of
students  graduated
on Sunday from
the Yemen College
of Middle Eastern
Studies (YCMES) in the presence
of several ministers, the mayor
of Sana’a and Arab and foreign

ambassadors.

Sabri Saleem, director and
founder of the YCMES, said the
college aims to qualify students in
the humanitarian sciences, both
in Arabic language and cultural
studies.

Saleem indicated that a foreign
group from Britain, America,
Australia and Canada—with
master’s and doctorate degrees—
teaches students business, which
is rare in Yemen.

Saleem said that the college has
agreements with companies, such
as airline and oil companies, to
qualify their working staff. The
125 students who graduated on
Monday had studied for two years
in the college.

Saleem pointed out that
employees are trained in
accounting, banking and human
development.

Mohammed Bin Mohammed
Mutahar, deputy head of Higher
Education, praised the companies
and associations’ graduates who
learned how to speak English,
specifically for the purposes of
business management.

Natheer Al-Absi, a graduate and
an employee in Yemen Airlines,
said getting a diploma certificate
in English for Businessmen will
grant him a great advantage in the
job market

YCMES was established in
2006 and is recognized by 186
universities in North America.
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