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Yemen prepares for polls

Though still months away, preperations for Yemen’s February elections are underway. An electronic vot-
er registration system will be used and though these school children won’t be participating in the 2014
Parliamentary and Presidential elections, they have already begun learning about the process. How will
the country be sure that when Yemenis go to the polls—in the first full elections since the 2011 uprising—
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everyone’s vote is counted? Turn to Page 3 for more.

Two killed in Sa’ada motorcycle explosion

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SAADA, June 20 — Two people
were killed and twelve others
wounded on Wednesday morning
in an explosion in Othman Mujali
Market in Sa’ada.

Sheikh Fares Mana’, the gover-
nor of Sa’ada, said a motorcycle,
packed with explosives, detonated

at about 8:30 a.m. in the crowded
market.

The Defense Ministry identified
the motorcyclist as Ali Salem Al-
Gharazi.

The motorcyclist and one other
resident were killed. According
to the orders of the governor, the
injured people were taken to Al-
Salam Hospital, in Sa’ada.

Brigadier General Abdulhakeem
Al-Maweri, Sa’ada Security Chief,
said the person who detonated the
bomb has been identified as an
employee at a local café, located
inside the market. Investigations
are underway, Al-Maweri said.

Al-Maweri said that the injured
are civilians and aren’t associated
with any particular political party

to his knowledge.

Representatives from Houthis,
the political and religious move-
ment that operates with near-
sovereignty in this northern gov-
ernorate, did not comment.

Sa’ada witnessed a series of bru-
tal wars between Houthi groups
and state forces in the last de-
cade.

+967 1 469680/1/2/3/4 :0 58 - slaiua
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World Bank, IMF pressure Yemen to
end fuel subsidies

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, June 20 — Before receiv-
ing funds from the World Bank,
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and donor nations, Yemen
must first end government subsi-
dies for fuel, a member of parlia-
ment revealed to Yemen Times.
The source said that the gov-
ernment intends to issue a decree
ending the subsidies. It’s a move
the government will be forced to
take, he said, to meet the require-
ments necessary for receiving the
economic reform package.

The Prime Minister’s media ad-
visor declined requests for a com-
ment on the matter.

On Tuesday, Parliament’s web-
site quoted parliament member
Azam Salah as saying that the
Ministry of Finance and Interna-
tional Planning signed an agree-
ment with donors in Washington
this past March to remove gov-
ernment subsidies for fuel as a
condition for international finan-
cial assistance.

Salah expects fuel prices to
surge during Ramadan. Fuel costs
in Nigeria doubled after the Nige-

rian government ended all subsi-
dies last year.

Parliament has called on the
finance minister, as well as the
ministers of Industry and Inter-
national Planning to report to
Parliament to answer questions
regarding the matter.

Economist Ali Al-Wafi blamed
the move on the government’s in-
sufficient financial resources.

Al-Wafi hasnt ruled out the
possibility that the Yemeni gov-
ernment will fail to move forward
with the expected decree.

“The government has been

completely unable to achieve the
aspirations of the Yemeni people.
Removing the subsidies will be a
difficult move for the government
to make.”
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American activists praise NDC, protest US foreign policy

Amendment to US National
Defense Act could halt funds
for transfer of Yemeni pris-
oners, group warns

Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, June 20 — The organiza-
tion of American activists Codepink
wrapped up a week-long visit to Ye-
men on Tuesday, over the course of
which they met with local human
rights organizations, families of
Yemeni prisoners in Guantanamo
and those whose lives have been af-
fected by American drone strikes
as well as Yemeni officials and the
American ambassador.

The group of seven Americans
met with Hood, the Yemeni or-
ganization for human rights, and
a number of other independent
activists and staged a demonstra-
tion in front of the American em-
bassy in protest of ongoing U.S.
policies which affect this country,
including the imprisonment of 86
Yemenis in the Guantanamo de-
tention center in Cuba.

Of the total 166 prisoners being
held in Guantanamo, over 100
are on hunger strike.

“The prisoners’ health con-
tinues to deteriorate but we still
have no action from President
Obama,” Codepink cofounder

Medea Benjamin said in a press
release. “That’s just unaccept-
able.”

A delegation of American activ-
ists from Codepink paid a similar
visit to Pakistan earlier this year,
another country in which Ameri-
can drones are regularly active.

Both visits present an alterna-
tive to conventional diplomacy,
the organization stated on their
website and offer a chance for
Americans to stand in solidarity
with countries affected by Ameri-
can foreign policy.

On Sunday, hundreds of local
activists joined Codepink in front
of the American embassy call-
ing for the close of the detention
center which was opened in 2002
to hold suspects in America’s so-
called war on terror.

Members of Codepink also met
with Yemeni officials, includ-
ing participants in the ongoing
National Dialogue Conference.
“The entire world is watching and
supports your work,” the activist
group wrote in a letter addressed
to NDC participants.

Codepink also appealed to NDC
members to join them in combat-
ing a proposed amendment to the
U.S. National Defense Authori-
zation Act that would—if passed
by the U.S. Senate and signed
by President Barack Obama—

partment of Defense from being
used to transfer or release Guan-
tanamo detainees to either the
Yemeni government or any entity
or group in the country.

Most significantly, Codepink
indicated in their letter, is the
fact that this amendment could
violate the sovereignty of Ye-
men, as a a rehabilitation center
for Yemeni prisoners returning
from Guantanamo is now in the
works.

Codepink urged NDC members
to draft a letter of protest to the
U.S. House of Representatives
and Senate, as this amendment,
they said, could also violate the
process of the ongoing national
dialogue.

In addition to this visit to Ye-
men, two members of the activist
group have also joined the Guan-
tanamo prisoners in their hunger
strike.

Co-founder Diane Wilson has
been on a water-only fast since
May 1 and Veterans for Peace
member Brian Wilson and former
president of Veterans for Peace,
Elliott Adams have been fasting
since May 12 and 17, respectively.

Wilson explained her reasons
for fasting in May. “I stand in
solidarity with the Guantanamo
prisoners on their hunger strike,”
she wrote. “I will continue to fast

prohibit any funds from the De-

indefinitely until justice comes.”

Land dispute leaves
Marib-Sana’a road blocked

If negotiations with sheikhs
fail, road will be unblocked
‘by force,” security sources
say

Samar Al-Ariqi

SANAA, June 20 — A land dispute
has resulted in continuous tribal
checkpoints the past two weeks
on the road connecting Marib to
the capital, Sana’a. The dispute
is in Fardhat Nihm on 50 Street,
Northeast of Sana’a.

Fardhat Nihm tribal sheikh,
Abdullah Al-Farji, said the check-
points were a result of a land dis-
pute between Islah party mem-
ber Shahir Abdulhaq and Sheikh

NDC Update

« An additional day will be added
to the mid-term assembly to re-
view the field visit reports by the
working groups in addition to a
closing statement with the final
decisions approved by the gen-
eral assembly.

« Working groups will recom-
mence their work immediately
after the end of the mid-term
session and the entire confer-
ence will be off between July 25
and August 16 for the end of Ra-
madan and Eid Al-Fitr break.

» The consensus committee will
create principles for creating the
constitutional drafting commit-
tee which is scheduled to be cre-
ated in August. The constitution-
al drafting committee will take
the outcomes of all the working
groups and turn them into legal
articles to be included in the new
constitution of Yemen.

« Over 130 participants of the
NDC—including the presidium
and members of the consensus
committee such as Nobel Peace
Prize winner Tawakkul Kar-
man—signed a letter dedicated
to the U.S. Congress demanding

Mohsen Saleh Bin Ayid. The dis-
pute was resolved in court when a
judge ruled that the land belonged
to Abdulhaq. Ayid rejected the
ruling and set up the checkpoints,
completely blocking the route.
Hundreds of trucks and cargo ve-
hicles carrying fuel and construc-
tion materials have been prevent-
ed from making their way to the
governorate from the capital.

A security source told Yemen
Times that the Ministry of Inte-
rior will meet with officials from
Sana’a governorate this week to
try and peacefully resolve the
matter. If they are unable to do
so, the road will be unblocked by
force, he stated.

The source said Sheikh Ayid
has set up unofficial checkpoints

the senate to drop House Reso-
lution 1960 that prevents Ye-
meni detainees in Guantanamo
from returning to Yemen until
the end of 2014.

» The general assembly was en-
raged by the consensus com-
mittee’s changing the wording
of one article of the Transitional
Justice and National Reconcili-
ation report. This is a breach to
internal charter and the general
assembly threatened to raise a
case against the consensus com-
mittee at the Standards and Or-
der body demanding a disciplin-
ing action.

 Arecent survey by the NDC Sec-
retariat and Save the Children
indicated that 57 percent of Ye-
menis trust that the National
Dialogue will solve Yemen’s
problems. Around one third of
the respondents to the survey,
mostly men, think of agreement
when they hear the word Nation-
al Dialogue and very few think of
power sharing, modern state, se-
curity or even federation.

o Professor Ehtisham Ahmad,
from the World Bank, talked to

at least five times on the same
road. The conflict escalated,
with kidnapping incidents aris-
ing two months ago. A military
commander mediated the release
of those captured because of the
dispute.

Mohammed Khamess has
had to deal with the roadblocks.
He says the government must
maintain control and secure the
Sana’a—Marib route “because it a
public interest and belongs to ev-
eryone.”

Oil pipeline attacks, kidnap-
pings and tribal checkpoints are
not new to the Fardhat Nihm dis-
trict. The area has witnessed in-
creasing confrontations between
the military and armed tribesmen
in the past few years.

the NDC on Monday about the
concerns they should have and
issues to keep in mind finan-
cially and administratively at the
NDC. He related experiences of
other countries and promoted a
decentralized approach to shar-
ing of power and wealth.

e In cooperation with the NDC
Secretariat, YALI institute last
week concluded a three week
creative writing competition in
English on the theme “I have a
dream for Yemen,” among other
activities.

A photo exhibition has been on
display at the conference venue
since the start of the mid-term
assembly showing inspirational
pictures from inside and outside
the conference on the theme of
National Dialogue and the fu-
ture.

Swarms of locusts in
Sa’ada and Al-Jawf

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, June 20 — Swarms of red
desert grasshopper locusts have

descended on Sa’ada and Al-Jawf

governorates, threatening this
year’s harvests, the Ministry of Ag-
riculture announced.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Ghashm,
deputy of Agricultural Services at
the Ministry of Agriculture, said
the grasshoppers were seen in
the Ktaf district of Sa’ada; a small
swarm was also seen in the Alyot-
ma district of Al-Jawf.

Locusts can consume 100,000
tons of crops a day—enough food
to feed half a million people for an
entire year. They munch on leaves,
flowers, fruits, seeds and sprouts.

Their combined weight is some-
times too much to bear for trees,
leaving them with broken branch-
es and worse.

Abdulghani Al-Sharjabi, the di-
rector of the Pest Control Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, said that teams are in place
monitoring the locusts in Had-
ramout, Shabwa and Marib gover-
norates.

The red locusts become yellow
when they mature. Their move-
ment is less predictable while they
are young, making them difficult
to monitor.

High humidity and thick vegeta-
tion in those areas leave the gover-
norates vulnerable to grasshopper
locusts, Al-Sharjabi said. Monitor-
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Hundreds of street cleaners

staged a protest on Tues-
day morning in front of the
Cabinet to demand a dead-
line to receive government
jobs, meaning they would
receive increased benefits.
Mohammed Al-Marzoki,
head of Street Cleaners’
Syndicate, said the govern-
ment hasn’t met promises
that were made last year.
The Cleaning and Improve-
ment Fund in Sana’a said
that the street cleaners do
have government jobs.

Relatives of 18 men who
have been missing for three
years have accused Houthis
of kidnapping the men.
The families, all from Harf
Sofian district of Sa’ada
sent Abdulkareem Thu’ail,
head of the General Coun-
cil of the Abducted Revo-
lutionary Youth, a letter
explaining that it was the
Houthis—not the state—
that had abducted the men.
Thu’ail said that he has
contacted the Ministry of
Human Rights and is look-
ing into the matter.

In a meeting on Wednes-
day in Sana’a, the World
Bank announced that two
grants, amounting to $9.2
million, will be granted to
Yemen. The grants were
designed to meet what they
called the “urgent needs” of
Yemen’s economy and to
support small enterprises
and assist government as-
sociations.

Reporting by Nasser Al-Sakkaf
and Ryam Al-Qadi

ing is the most important phase

for pest control, he added.

In 2007, the Ministry of Agri-
culture eliminated similar locust
populations in Thamood, Hozr,

Manokh, Sayoun and Shabwa.

Yemen has 6 more months to meet
UNESCO standards

Ryam Al-Qadi

SANAA, June 20 — During the
World Heritage Conference in Cam-
bodia this past week, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
gave Yemen six months to meet the
standards it has set for Zabid and
Sana’a’s Old City or risk losing its
World Heritage List status.

A Yemeni delegation was pres-
ent at the conference, where they
petitioned the organization to add
Socotra, Shibam-Kawkaban and
Al-Hajrain city to the World Heri-
tage List.

UNESCO demanded the removal
of recent constructions in the Old
City and the building of infrastruc-
ture in Zabid to be away from his-
torical sites.

Arfat Al-Hadrmi, the former
manager of the Manuscripts and
Historic Cities Center in Zabid,
said that addressing the violations
would require a period of time and

government funding.

He told the Yemen Times that the
Ministry of Culture should work to
address the violations and adopt a
schedule for repairs of the two cit-
ies.

UNESCO has informed Yemen
that it must meet certain standards
or risk being removed from the list.
The standards include preserving
historical buildings and sites such
as mosques and castles.

“The government has not ful-
filled any of these conditions,” Al-
Hadrmi said.

Shawqi Shahir of the National
Media Campaign to Preserve the
Old City told Yemen Times that the
campaign has started working to
meet UNESCO’s conditions.

There are two phases to the
campaign, he said. The first is to
remove structures that violate the
conditions put forth by UNESCO;
the second is to prevent new con-
structions.

The Sustainable Development

Media Center reported 2000 viola-
tions in the Old City of Sana’a. The
reported violations ranged from
recently-built concrete buildings
to poor maintenance of historical
buildings

Jeneg afjuy Aq ojoud

Dear parents: The malnourishment of the pregnant mother harms the health of the fetus, causing it poor health after
birth as well as being underweight. Dear parents: Caring of the breast-feeding mother could guarantee her health
plus her baby’s, and provide her with food needs.

The diversity of the pregnant mother’s nutrition is a way to protect her.
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Electronic voting system coming to Yemen

Mohammed Al-Hassani

hirteen-year old
Mohammed Al-Badwi
smiles as he poses
in front of a camera
at his school. He is
part of a test-run for the soon-
to-be implemented electronic
registration system for future
parliament and  presidential
elections. Proponents of the
technology say that an electronic
system, as opposed to the manual

registration used now, will
assist Yemen as it transitions to
democracy.

The computerized system is
scheduled to be implemented in
September, and proponents say
it will make the process more
efficient and eliminate the risk of
fraud.

A voter’s data is entered into a
computer and a photo of the voter
is taken, along with his or her ten
fingerprints, electronically. The
system utilizes scanners, digital
cameras, finger recognition
devices and computers, Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum head Mohammed Al-
Hakimi said.

The process, proponents say,
allows those monitoring to
recognize if someone has already
registered or voted.

Judge Abdulmon'm Al-Eryani,
head of the Media and Electoral
Awareness Sector in the Supreme
Commission for Elections and
Referendum (SCER), said the
committee implemented the test-
run to ensure the efficiency and
accuracy of the technology being
considered. Three international
companies are competing for a
bid to provide the technology and
services.

Two-hundred-and-ten male

Yemeni school children learned first hand how the new electronic system would work.

and female students from Rabeah
Al-Adwiah and Baghdad Schools
played the role of voters. Twelve
professors and 18 students from
the computer science department
of Sana’a University evaluated the
devices for performance, El-Eryani
said.

Representatives of the three
international companies from
France, Belgium and the
Netherlands were present during
the trial-run. The electronic
registration and voting system will
cost $22 million, El-Eryani said.

When the Yemeni government fell
short of the sum needed, the United
Nations and other donor countries
stepped in to provide funding.

UNDP elections coordinator
Darren Nance told Yemen Times
that Yemen is the first Arab country
to implement the electronic
registration system.

By using fingerprints, the system
will help guard against fraud,
Nance said.

Critics of the technology say that
the system is not fraud-proof.

Information systems expert
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Aref Al-Anesi said that though
fingerprints and iris scans cannot
be forged, those who insert the
data can manipulate the system.
Fingerprints can be registered
to a deceased person, allowing
underage and other unqualified
people to cast votes.

However, Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP) spokesperson Mohammed
Al-Mansur said that mistrust of
the current registration system is a
chronic problem in Yemen that the
time has come to give the electronic
system a chance.

Though not without its faults, electronic voter registration will
be used in Yemen as the country transitions into a democratic
system.
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Bahraini lessons for Yemen

Lutfi Noman
Nashwannews.com
First Published June 16

he sessions of the na-

tional reconciliation di-

alogue in Bahrain often

finish with a summary

of the details, which re-
veals that there is “no reconciliation
in the reconciliation dialogue!”

This is no surprise. The natural
differences in the backgrounds and
ambitions of the dialogue partici-
pants leads to many disagreement.

The wonderful thing is that par-
ticipants, by themselves, may open-
ly declare the failure of reconcilia-
tion. There is full disclosure.

Also, official media outlets do
not cater to absent participants of
the dialogue sessions, airing their
grievances.

All the reactions in the Bahraini
dialogue, since 2011, have been
made public based on orders of
Bahraini King Hamd Bin Essa Al-
Khaleefa, even if this shows the
behavior of some participating op-
position groups.

However, a mention of the opposi-
tion protests against some reports,
data and stances has been given.

Anyway, this makes the dialogue
of brotherly Bahrainis largely dis-
tinguished from the “reassuring
blackout” of opinions concerning
sensitive issues and pertinent de-
tails.

Dealing with these events with
transparency is laudable. Bold ad-
mittance of what is going on, re-
vealing it to the public, is a praise-
worthy characteristic.

People here in Bahrain and in Ye-
men urgently need to avoid the “re-

assuring blackout” methodology. It
is not disgraceful for those respon-
sible to fulfill the needs of people
so that these officials prove their
honesty to treat national problems
successfully.

Thus, transparency and discipline
are Bahraini lessons that should be
agreed on to be adopted given the
fact that Yemen is similar to Bah-
rain. We share many concerns and
dilemmas.

Bahrain has the same problem as
Yemen. Waves of “proxy wars” have
overwhelmed the two countries.
This triggered lots of consequences
for both.

Fortunately, the wise way—dia-
logue—helped avoid further exacer-
bation and made way for those of us
who are eager to bring peace to our
respective countries.

In these times, masks fall and

convictions seem clear.

As these two countries have be-
come a demarcation line for the
impudent who intervene in their
independence, stability and peace,
these two countries are apprehen-
sive of any intentions to hurt Arabs
and Muslims.

The two countries share the con-
cern of dialogue and stability and
want cooperation, peace and safety
to define their internal and external
relations.

So, instead of doubling their
fear— of historic, religious and geo-
graphical neighbors and non-neigh-
bors— the entire world, without
exception, should cooperate with
these two countries so that they can
realize their aspirations.

Translated from the Arabic by Kha-
lid Al-Karimi.

Why do people lie? And why do
other people believe them?

Robert J. Burrowes

eople always lie for the
same reason: fear. But
the precise fear that
makes a person lie
in one circumstance
might be different from the fear
that makes them lie in another.

When a child is young, it will nat-
urally tell the truth. Most usually,
it starts to learn to lie (consciously
or unconsciously) when it discov-
ers that it is not believed when it
tells the truth or it is blamed and
punished for telling the truth (par-
ticularly if the truth is unpalatable
to a parent or other adult). In these
circumstances, lying might occur
in an attempt to be believed or in
an attempt to avoid blame and pun-
ishment and the lie might take the
form of the child fearfully telling
the parent what the child knows the
parent wants to hear.

Why does this happen?

Because a child is genetically
programmed to behave functional-
ly (evolution had to get this right or
individuals and species would not

survive infancy), it would always
tell the truth. But if it is not be-
lieved then the child must ‘learn’ to
devise strategies, including lying,
to be believed. This might start as a
fearfully conscious response but it
will probably become increasingly
unconscious and automated as it
learns what is “expected.”

If the child is blamed and/or
punished for telling an unpalatable
truth then, again, it must “learn” to
devise strategies, including lying,
to avoid blame and punishment.
Given that many social institutions
routinely require behaviors that
evolution did not intend and which
are not functional (for example, sit-
ting in a school classroom all day),
the child will be progressively dys-
functionalized in a variety of ways,
including ones that scare it out of
telling the truth about how it feels
and what it needs (as it would oth-
erwise do naturally).

By the time the typical child has
reached adolescence, it will live in
a world of considerable delusion
about itself, other people and the
world in general. In these circum-

stances, the emerging adult will
now lie unconsciously, primarily
in order to maintain its delusions
about itself and the complementary
delusions it has about others and
the world. This is why most politi-
cians lie. But they are not alone.

For example, a mother will want
to maintain a sense of herself as “a
good mother” (however dysfunc-
tionalized or violent she is) and if
one or more of her children decide
to challenge her dysfunctional/
violent behaviors or even to dis-
continue their relationship with
her, then, rather than acknowledge
her dysfunctional/violent behav-
iors and accept responsibility for
dealing with these (which would
require her to have the courage to
feel the suppressed fear, pain, an-
ger, sadness and other feelings that
drive her dysfunctionalities and
violence), she is most likely to rein-
force her own delusions about her-
self by lying about herself and her
child, including about the reasons
her child no longer wants to have a
relationship with her.

But much of her lying will be un-
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conscious because, to lie conscious-
ly would mean that she could ac-
knowledge (at least to herself) her
dysfunctional/violent  behaviors
and, perhaps, accept responsibility
for dealing with these.

However, of course, this almost
invariably does not happen pre-
cisely because of her fear (based
on her own childhood experience)
of being blamed and punished for
making, and acknowledging, “mis-
takes.” It is far less frightening to
fearfully lie (and act accordingly)
than to acknowledge her delusion
about herself and to accept respon-
sibility for her dysfunctional and
violent behaviors.

So why do most people believe
lies?

Each child is born with a pre-
disposition to believe the adults
in its life. This is evolutionarily
functional because childhood sur-
vival depends on adult care. But the
child is also born with the potential
to develop a “truth register”— the
mental function, related to anger,
that enables it to detect lies. Un-
fortunately, the truth register, like
all potential capacities, is a subtle
and easily damaged mental func-
tion and if a child is lied to chroni-
cally by a parent or other signifi-
cant adult during its childhood, the
truth register will either not devel-
op or it will be weakened to such an
extent that it will no longer readily
detect lies.

A person who has been lied to
chronically will develop gullibil-
ity that is obvious to those with a
developed truth register but even
the gullibility of others will be ob-
scure to those with an undeveloped
or weakened truth register of their
own.

What can we do about lying? Just
four things will fix this chronic
problem: always tell the truth fear-
lessly yourself, always believe chil-
dren, always take affirmative action
in response to the child’s truth, and
never punish anyone (including
whistleblowers like Bradley Man-
ning and Edward Snowden) for tell-
ing the truth.

Robert is the author of Why Vio-
lence?
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YT vision statement

“To make Yemen a good
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

Is Yemen ready to
receive its citizens
in Guantanamo?

here are 56 Yemeni citizens in the Guan-

tanamo Bay detention center who have been

cleared to be released by the American ju-

diciary system since 2008. The reason why

they are still in prison according to U.S. of-
ficials is that Yemen is not ready to receive them yet, es-
pecially since some of the previously released detainees
returned to the radical Islamic fight.

As Senator John McCain put it in a recent interview
with Yemen Times; “It would not be fair to the American
people to release terrorists who intend on killing Ameri-
cans.”

This is understandable. However, simultaneously it is
not fair for Yemenis to be detained indefinitely and their
families in continuous agony waiting for their return.
Therefore a compromise needs to be made in order to ad-
here to a fundamental human right which is the right to
liberty while fighting terrorism in the same time.

Saudi Arabia has already presented an relatively suc-
cessful example of how to rehabilitate its returned detain-
ees and there is already a tentative political agreement be-
tween Yemen, the U.S. and Saudi authorities to customize
the Saudi example for Yemeni. Practical steps need to be
done in order to start and speed up this process.

Keeping all this in mind, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives passed last week House Resolution 1960, an amend-
ment to the rules committee on the prohibition on trans-
fer or release of individuals detained at Guantanamo to
Yemen.

This is what it says: “None of the amounts authorized to
be available to the department of defense may be used to
transfer, release, or assist in the transfer or release, dur-
ing the period beginning on the date of enactment of this
act and ending on December 31, 2014, any individual de-
tained at Guantanamo (as such term is defined in section
1033 (f) (2)) to the custody or control of the republic of
Yemen or any entity within Yemen.”

This basically means that even if Yemen is ready and a
Saudi-based model is in place, Yemeni detainees in Guan-
tanamo will not be returned to Yemen.

This resolution, offered by Republican Mrs. Walorski of
Indiana, simply tells the Yemeni people to take a hike. It
says that it does not matter that these detainees are in-
nocent. It simply tells Yemenis—in a very condescending
way—that Americans want what they want and Yemeni
life is of no value.

There is still an open window because this law needs
to be passed first by the Senate and signed by President
Obama. The senate is predominately democratic, so there
is still hope, and Obama has promised to close down the
prison and transfer the detainees as soon as possible. If
he signs this, it simply means that he is not a man of his
word.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf
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World Refugee Day 2013

Yemen is the only country in the Arab Peninsula that is a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 protocol. However, Yemen doesn’t have national refugee legislation or an asylum
system in place to deal with issues pertinent to refugee status determination.

Samar Qaed

oday is World Refugee Day. The United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees takes one day each year to remind
us of the urgent and global dilemma of
displaced people.

Warfare can change a family’s future in just one
minute. But refugee families—mothers, fathers, sons
and daughters—are resilient and can find hope even
during times of hardship.

Conflicts worldwide have forced millions of peo-
ple to leave everything behind in search for safety.
It’s estimated that two families flee from violence or
persecution each minute.

On World Refugee Day, June 20, UNHCR com-
memorates the strength and resilience of the more
than 40 million people around the world who were
forced to flee their homes due to war or persecu-
tion.

The “One Family” campaign aims to remind the
world that the victims of war are mothers, fathers,

sons and daughters and that even one family torn
apart by war is too many.

Yemen remains in the midst of a complex emer-
gency. Humanitarian needs continue to grow at
an alarming rate. Yemen is host to nearly 240,000
registered refugees, according to UNHCR statistics.
However, with the worsening economic situation
and insecurity in Yemen, many refugees who were
once self-reliant have become increasingly vulner-
able.

In addition, around 600 Syrians have approached
UNHCR Office in Yemen to seek asylum and that
number is also increasing.

Yemen is also home to many internally displaced
people as a result of several rounds of fighting in
and around Sa’ada Governorate since 2004 and the
fighting in Abyan Governorate in May 2011.

Photos here—from Kharaz, Haradh and Al-Basa-
teen, all areas in Yemen—courtesy of UNHCR

The refugees are forced flee from their countries to avoid persecution at a time when their

governments cannot protect or defend them.

The majority of the new arrivals along the Yemenis shores do not seek to seek asylum. Instead,
they continue north, hoping to cross the borders into Saudi Arabia and other Gulf States.
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Is the Tehama Movement represented at the NDC?

“We do not demand separa-
tion. We only want to be dealt
with as Yemenis,” founder of
regional group says

Story by Ryam Al-Qadi

and Sadeq Al-Wesabi

Photo by Sadeq Al-Wesabi
e are now three
months into
the National
Dialogue Con-
ference, where

many of the country’s contentious
issues—like that of the years of
war in Sa’ada and Southern sepa-
ratism—have been discussed and
debated.

Prominent members of Yemen’s
Tehama Movement—a organization
based in Hodeida, which advocates
for improved regional representa-
tion—however, say that there griev-
ances have been put on the back
burner.

The spokesperson of movement
called on the political powers not
to disregard their grievances,
which include outstanding claims
of regional marginalization and
the illegal appropriation of land by
sheikhs.

Marches put on by Tehama
Movement supporters continue un-
abated, demanding economic repa-
rations from the state and stronger
representation in Sana’a.

Khalid Khaleel, the founder of
Tehama Movement and a member
of the NDC, said the sessions of the
NDC have not addressed the claims
of the group. The sessions focused
on limited remedies of some rights

“We are neither associated with the former regim nor to the current one,” Tehama movement founder Khalid Khaleel says.

issues and violations committed
against people in Hodeida, Khaleel
said.

Abduljaleel Al-Abdali, a youth
activist in Hodeida, worried that

the actions of the movement could
further fracture the country.

“We should not protest like this.
Otherwise, every governorate
would have a movement,” he said.

“What former president Saleh
predicted—that the country would
be polarized after he departs—
is happening now in front of our
eyes.”

Political observers have accused
former president Ali Abdullah
Saleh and his aides of supporting
the Tehama Movement.

Dr. Nabil Al-Sharjabi, a politics

professor at Hodeida University,
said that members of the re-
gional movement receive fund-
ing from the General People’s
Congress, the party of the former
president.

The poor and unemployed are
manipulated by the GPC, Al-
Sharjabi claimed.

However, Khaleel denied the
accusations that he receives any
funds from the GPC.

“We started in the Change
Square in Hodeida. We toppled
the regime. It is unreasonable
that we are supported by the for-
mer regime.”

“We are neither associated
to the former regime nor to the
current one,” he said. “We have
political rights and historic
grievances. We do not demand
separation. We only want to be
dealt with as Yemenis, not a mar-
ginalized group.”

Many political sides accuse
Abdu Burji, a close aide of the
former president—and resident
of Hodeida—of supporting and
funding the Tehama Movement.

“If Burji supports us; we will
accept him because he is one of
Tehama locals,” Khaleel admit-
ted.

At the beginning of this month,
the United Nations Special En-
voy to Yemen Jamal Benomar
met with the representatives of
the Tehama Movement in Hodei-
da. He promised them to convey
their grievances to Sana’a.

The Tehama Movement or-
ganized politically at the outset of
2012, though their grievances of re-
gional marginalization and exploi-
tation date back decades.

40,000 guns
seized in Taiz
since May

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

In Taiz Governorate, on the southwestern
tip of the Arabian Peninsula, around
40,000 illegal weapons have been seized
since May. The guns were likely smuggled
into the country through Mocha Port. The
four largest seizures happened during
the weekend, Ali Mosed, the Military
Commander of Taiz, noted as this is when
smugglers expect security measures will
be more lax. Mosed said that there is an
ongoing campaign curb the flow of illegal

weapons coming from Mocha Port.

Google Maps

Associates International.

COMMUNITY LIVELIHOODS PROJECT (CLP) I

Tender Invitation

The Community Livelihoods Project (CLP) is a USAID-funded project in Yemen managed by Creative
In coordination with the Ministry of Education, CLP is responsible for the following work:
Provide and install 10,000 double student desks to
schools in Aden & Lahj governorates

CLP is inviting qualified Companies specializing in that area to submit quotations.

Associates International.

COMMUNITY LIVELIHOODS PROJECT (CLP) I

Tender Invitation

The Community Livelihoods Project (CLP) is a USAID-funded project in Yemen managed by Creative

In coordination with the Ministry of Education (MOE), CLP is responsible for the following works:

Provide and install School furniture and student desks to
7 schools — Abyan governorate

CLP is inviting qualified Companies specializing in these areas to submit offers.

Interested companies are invited to contact CLP at the address below to request a copy of the RFQ
(specifying in your request the tender name) during the period

June 20, 2013 thru Sunday, June 23, 2013 03:00pm to receive the complete Tender Documents.

CLP email: proc@clp-yemen.com

Interested companies are invited to contact CLP at the address below to request a copy of the RFQ
(specifying in your request the tender name) during the period:
June 20, 2013 thru Sunday, June 23, 2013 03:00pm to receive the complete Tender Documents.

CLP email: proc@clp-yemen.com
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Despite social restrictions

Female guitarist gains local following

Story and photos by
Samar Qaed

armin Nasr finishes

playing a song by Mo-

zart on the piano. The

last note rings in the

air in the first floor of
her home as the family members
applaud enthusiastically.

Karmin thanks them all and
starts another song. She moves her
fingers gracefully on the keys of the
piano.

Karmin is 25. She doesn’t only
play in her home, in front of her
family, she also goes out in public
in plays.

Karmin says that it was her fa-
ther’s love of songs that started her
on her road as a musician.

“My father always listened to
classical music,” she says. “So I lis-
tened, too.”

At first, Karmin played piano, but
also started learning the guitar in
2008.

She attended lessons at the Ye-
meni House for Music. Since then,
guitar has become her “best friend,”
she says.

She has a special aptitude for
music and she picked up the guitar
very quickly.

“TI'was able to play the guitar after
six months.”

The Yemeni House for Music
works to preserve Yemen’s musi-
cal heritage and offers courses—in
both traditional and Western musi-
cal styles.

She says that she mostly learned
classical music at first, but also ex-
panded her repertoire.

“They also teach us how to play
flamenco,” she says.

Karmin learned to play the guitar
so quickly, in fact, that she was se-

lected to instruct other students at
the institute.

Teaching at the institute was a
turning point in her life, she re-
flects. She spent a long time at the
institute, improving her skills. She
played with other musicians. She
also sang.

Her family had no problem with
her staying at school for long hours,
talking with friends, meeting new
people.

But when she told them that she
wanted to take her studies to the
next level—to study music abroad,
outside of Yemen—they said that
this was too far.

“My family told me I should
choose a major that would be prof-
itable here in Yemen,” she says.

She heeded their advice and be-
gan studying telecommunications
at Sana’a University.

But she didn’t stop playing her
music.

In the past four years, Karmin
has plaed in many cultural activi-
ties. She played in the Knowledge
Exchange Center and the Yemeni
Cultural Center, two cultural insti-
tutions based in Sana’a.

However, there are limits to
where and how a female musician
can play in this conservative Mus-
lim country, even with relatively
supportive parents.

While her paresnt are proud of
her, they don’t like the idea of her
playing in front of strangers. Her
parents allow her to participate in
cultural events, not private parties.

“Occasions other than cultural
events and festivals are off limits,”
Salwa Hassn, Karmin’s mother
says.

During the popular uprising of
2011, Karmin went regularly to
Sana’a’s Change Square to perform

Karmin performed in Change Square during the revolution, turning many heads as the only female musician there. “I don’t like
politics,” she says. “But I wanted to contribute to the process of change with my music.”

with other guitarists in support of
the youth protestors. She was the
only female musician there.

Karmin says that people were sur-
prised to see her at Change Square.
But, after performing, she left the
stage to rapturous applause.

“I don’t like politics,” she says.
“But I wanted to contribute to the

process of change with my music.”

After she leaves college, Nasr
intends to learn new things about
guitar and piano.

“I began to meet with my old
friends in the Yemeni House for
Music to start practicing again af-
ter I stopped due to college study,”
she says.

Nasr encourages families to sup-
port their children if they too want
to play music.

Now, because many families don’t
see the study of music as a practical
skill, children keep their musical
efforts secret, she says.

“Some of my friends study mu-
sic without telling their families,”

Karmin reveals.

Karmin’s popularity continues
to grow. To date, she has played in
over 10 cultural festivals in these
two institutions, but she has turned
down offers to play anywhere for a
profit.

“I play the music for the experi-
ence,” she says, “not the money.”
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From the Republican Guard to the newly-unveiled uniform of the united army

20 June, 2013

Know your Yemeni soldiers

Story and photos by Ali Abolohoum

epublican Guards, Special Forces, First

Armored Division, and the Military

Forces all used to wear separate uni-

forms. Not anymore. The unification

of Yemeni army uniforms—announced
this week—is an integral step towards the recon-
structing of Yemeni army, following the fracturing
and infighting which occured during the uprising of
2011.

This move is just the latest in a series of military
restructures announced by President Abdu Rabbu
Mansour Hadi, which has included the disbanding of
the First Armored Division and Republican Guards
and the formation of seven new military regions in
late April of this year.

Uniform of the
First Armored
Division, which
defected during
the uprisings, sid-
ing with protes-
tors in Change
Square. The First
Armored Division
was also disband-
ed in 2012.

Uniform for the now-
disbanded Republican
Guards. During the
uprising the Repub-
lican Guard stayed
loyal to now deposed
president Ali Abdullah
Saleh.

Uniform of Yemen’s
Military Police. Some
members defected
during the uprisings.

Uniform of Yemen’s
Special Forces, an-
other branch of the
army which was dis-
banded in 2012. While
some defected, most
of the Special Forces
remained loyal to the
state during the upris-
ings.

The latest uniform,

unveiled on June 17,
which is to be worn by
all soldiers in the new-
ly-unified military.
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Yemen’s first and most widely-read English-language newspaper

Disabled but not dissuaded

Dares Al-Badani

menis with disabilities

struggle to fit into a world

that wasn’t designed with

people like them in mind.

Wheel-chair  accessible

buildings, special educational curri-

cula and accessible bathrooms are a
rare-find in Sana’a.

Thirty-five year old Mohammed
Yahia Jahaf is a member of the Ar-
abs with Disabilities Organization
and the financial and administrative
officer of the Disabled Yemenis As-
sociation. Jahaf has a hearing-im-
pairment and believes he and peo-
ple like him shouldn’t suffer from
diminished opportunities because
of it.

Jahaf lost his hearing early in life,
but remembers hearing sounds. He
knows sign-language and can lip-
read. He is happy to help others with
disabilities, but believes the solu-
tion lies with more institutionalized
changes.

Jahaf believes that knowledge is
the way to empower people and that
it shouldn’t be kept from those with
disabilities just because they may
have to process or take in knowl-
edge differently than able-bodied
persons.

In addition to disenfranchising
those with disabilities, the society it-
self loses out on contributions from
uniquely-abled people whose dis-
abilities often inspire creativity and
other talents that they’ve honed to

survive.

“Those with hearing-impairments
are strong and are able to meet chal-
lenges and rise above them,” Jahaf
stated. “The only thing that sepa-
rates us from the larger society is
sign language.”

With few centers devoted to teach-
ing them, the hearing-impaired
struggle. A sign language-based cur-
riculum does not exist in Yemen, Ja-
haf said. Teachers are not specially
trained to teach them through sign
language.

Until Yemen becomes universally
accessible to all its citizens, regard-
less of their physical abilities, Ja-
haf will continue raising awareness
about the issues people in his com-
munity face.
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Jahaf is a member of the Arabs with Disabilities Organization.
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Mohammed Yahia Jahaf lost his sense of hearing and has spent his adult life advocating for the dis-
abled in Yemen.
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