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No pain no gain: Ali Haider Al-Faqgeeh’s physical strength is undeniable. He represents Yemen in weightlifting
championships all over the region. But outside of the gym, this international athlete spends his days as one of
Yemen’s countless street vendors. By day he sells potatos, by night he trains. Read his story on Page 4.

Whereabouts
of Iranian
unknown

Al-Qaeda involvement in
abduction of embassy worker
unconfirmed (Page 3)

Police investigated
on suspicion

of misconduct,
bribery

Ministry of Interior removes two
officers from their posts in Sana’a
(Page 2)
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Journalist Abdulelah Shaye released

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, July 24— Yemeni jour-
nalist Abdulelah Haider Shaye was
released on Tuesday after spending
more than three years in a Political
Security Bureau prison.

President Abdu Rabu
Mansur Hadi issued a presi-
dential pardon and ordered
the release of Shaye after
agreeing to set him free in a
meeting with a UN delegate
in May.

Shaye was initially given a
pardon by former President
Ali Abdullah Saleh weeks
after his arrest, but it was
revoked after U.S. President
Obama called Saleh and
reportedly “expressed con-
cern” over Shaye’s release.

Shaye was charged with
supporting Al-Qaeda affili-
ated groups in Yemen. The
prominent journalist was
known for his interviews
with militant sources, lead-
ing to regular writing and reporting
for international media outlets such
as the Washington Post and The
New York Times.

During his trial, which was called
a “sham” by human rights groups
and journalists, his articles were
used to convict him of terror ties.

Shaye’s reporting exposed a U.S.
missile attack on a small Yemeni vil-

lage, Al-Majala. The Yemeni govern-
ment had claimed it had carried out
the operation and killed high-level
Al-Qaeda operations. Shaye photo-
graphed the remaining missile parts
that read, “Made in the U.S.A,” and

Shaye on the day of his release.

reported that 14 women and 21 chil-
dren had been killed in the attack.

Journalists and activists have ac-
cused the U.S. of targeting Shaye
for his reporting, and revealing U.S.
operations in the country. Shay
has been imprisoned since August
2010.

Shaey’s brother Khaled Haider
told the Yemen Times that they re-

ceived a phone call from the presi-
dent’s office informing them about
Shaye’s release.

“We contacted the lawyer and fol-
lowed-up on the issue until he was
eventually released,” he said.

Khaled Haider Shaye
says his brother’s health
has deteriorated after
such a long prison stay,
but that his condition
isn’t critical yet.

He said that the re-
lease of his brother was
a victory for all Yemenis
and those who applied
pressure on the govern-
ment to release him.
It is also a victory for
freedom of the press, he
said.

Abdulelah Haider
Shaye’s attorney, Ab-
dulrahman Barman,
said he contacted the
general prosecutor who
in-turn contacted the
penal prosecution and
gave orders that Shaye be released.

The General Prosecutor and the
Political Security Bureau were co-
operative. Once given orders, they
released Shaye without fuss, Bar-
man said.

Barman said Hadi’s decision was
a step in the right direction, and he
hopes Hadi will take action regard-
ing U.S. drone strikes in Yemen.

2 police officers investigated on

suspicion of misconduct, bribery

Ministry of Interior has tem-
porarily removed Sana’a offi-
cers from their positions

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, July 24 — The Ministry of
Interior has temporarily relieved
two police officers of their posi-
tions, responding to accusations
that the officers unlawfully released
a criminal and may have accepted
bribes. Colonel Mohammed Muriat,
the director of the police station in
Dar Salm in Sana’a and Bandar Al-
Jaberi, the manager of the station’s
criminal investigation department,
have been referred to the Control
and Inspection General Authority.

The Interior Ministry Media Cen-
ter said that the two officers released
a prisoner who was being held on
charges of sabotaging electricity
lines in Sana’a, causing damages es-
timated at over YR2 million (about
$9,300).

Mohammed Al-Mawiri, the in-
formation secretary of the interior
minister said that these two officers
have previously been accused of
committing other violations in the
police station, too. Al-Mawiri said

bt
5

The Control and Inspection General Authority are heading
the investigation.

these two officers have accepted
bribes in return for releasing pris-
oners.

“We've  temporarily  stopped
working,” Murait said. “Everyone
makes mistakes, but our mistakes
were petty,” he said, but declined
to comment specifically about the

accusations brought against him or
Al-Jaberi.

Repeated attacks on electricity
lines in Yemen have resulted in huge
financial losses. The Public Electric-
ity Corporation estimates that YR33
billion has been spent in repairs on
electricity lines since 2010.

NDC Update

+ The Consensus Committee re-
ceived two requests for inter-
vention coming from the State
Building working group. The first
is to facilitate a consensus resolv-
ing the source of legislation and
the second relates to choosing
between a presidential or a par-
liamentary system for the new
Yemen. The committee will meet
on Thursday to resolve those two
issues.

» Strong political parties are cur-
rently working to achieve an
agreement with the Southern
Movement on the structure of the
new Yemen including the number
of regions.

o After the infidelity controversy
relating to the State Building
working group, the NDC referred
participant Kamal Bamakhrama,
who slandered his colleagues
publically, to the orders and stan-
dards committee.

« The NDC presidency has decided
to sue Abdulmajid Al-Zindani
and his son, on behalf of the 37
participants accused of infidelity

by the Zindanis, and will follow-
up on this trial even after the
conference.

» Because of logistical reasons,
the last working day of the con-
ference prior to the Eid break
will be August 1. The Consensus
Committee will be receiving the
reports until August 3 and will
be working on them during the
holiday so that when the working
groups recommence on August
13, they receive feedback on their
reports.

« After resigning because of con-
flict with aggressive participants,
the head of the Transitional Jus-
tice working group has returned
to work two days after his resig-
nation.

e The Consensus Committee ap-
proved a request from the Tran-
sitional Justice working group to
change its official name from Na-
tional Reconciliation and Tran-
sitional Justice to Transitional
Justice and National Reconcilia-
tion. However, in order for this to
be official it has to be endorsed by

@ibgll jigall joign
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the NDC’s general assembly.

« After many attempts to remove
the quota for women at 30 per-
cent of elected positions in leg-
islative bodies from the recom-
mendations of the conference,
the State Building working group
approved it as a constitutional
article. This means the next par-
liament should include at least 30
percent women.

» The State Building working group
also approved with 97 percent
consensus the closed propor-
tional list as the electoral system
for the new Yemen. This was one
of four choices including closed
proportional lists, a mixed sys-
tem and open proportional lists.

Number of official security forces announced
in Sana’a, questions of effectiveness emerge

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, July 24—The Interior
Ministry announced Monday
the official number of security
troops that have been deployed
by Sana’a’s Security Department
for the month of Ramadan. About
1,500 soldiers, 150 officers and
200 military vehicles are currently
stationed throughout the capital
city.

“The security plan for Sana’a
during Ramadan includes [more]
checkpoints to check for weap-
ons. [There are more] deployed
patrols, some of which are on foot,
in neighborhoods and districts
[throughout] Sana’a,” Mohammed

Al-Maweri, the interior minister’s
information secretary, told Yemen
Times.

Although Al-Maweri has praised
the security plan as a collaboration
of Special Forces, Patrols Police,
Criminal Investigations, Traffic
Police and Walking Police, others
are not convinced of the increased
security’s effectiveness.

A security analyst, Brigadier
Saleh Al-Asbahi, cited several re-
cent incidents that suggest holes
in the city’s safety measures. On
Sunday, a car bomb placed on
the car of a member of the Mili-
tary Academy, Brigadier Abdulla
Al-Mihdar, exploded in the Al-
Qadesia neighborhood in Sana’a.

Also on Sunday, an Iranian diplo-
mat was kidnapped in front of the
Iranian Embassy on Hadda Street,
a high-profile street in the capital
full of embassies.

“I [have] roamed several [city]
streets but haven’t felt any inten-
sified security procedures,” Al-
Asbahi said.

Part of the problem, according
to Al-Asbabhi, is the unclear role of
the city’s different security units
and lack of coordination.

“The Interior Ministry divides
Sana’a into two parts-one is man-
aged by the [city] and the other
by the governorate. Each party
blames the other for its deficien-
cies,” he said.

Human rights activist survives assassination
attempt in Sana’a

Samar Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, July 24 — Poet and hu-
man rights activist Ghaeb Hawas
survived an assassination attempt
in Sana’a on Tuesday morning.
Activist Mohammed Al-Ahmadi
told the Yemen Times that Hawas

was shot in the thigh in the Al Qa’a
neighborhood of Sana’a. Hawas
was on his way home, Al-Ahmadi
said.

Hawas is a leading activist in the
Houthi-dominated region, Sa’ada.
Hawas is known for his activism
against human rights abuses com-

mitted by Houthis. He conducted
research, composed poems, and
spoke to the media about the is-
sues in his community.
Al-Ahmadi called on the au-
thorities to conduct a transparent
investigation into the attack and to
bring those responsible to justice.

Injured revolutionary dies abroad, reconcilia-
tion government blamed for delayed treatment

Samar Al-Ariqi

SANA’A, July 24 — Farhan Al-
Kamali, who was injured during
the 2011 Yemeni uprising, died
Tuesday in a hospital in Cairo.
Initially treated in Yemen, Al-Ka-
mali was taken abroad after his
health continued to deteriorate.
Hamdi Radman, who was also

injured during the uprising, said
Al-Kamali died as a result of the
spread of gangrene from his right
leg to the rest of his body. The
condition made it difficult to car-
ry out the necessary amputation
of his leg.

Radman said the reconciliation
government is to blame for Al-
Kamali’'s death. Al-Kamali was

supposed to travel to Cuba for
treatment in June at the expense
of the state, a court ruled. The
government, Radman claims,
neglected the ruling, leading to
a further deterioration of his
health.

Radman called on human rights
attorneys to file a lawsuit against
the reconciliation government.
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“The journalist
Abdulelah Haidar is
a national hero. His
experience will be
inspiring for the next
generation.”

— HOOD Organization for Freedom
and Rights, commenting on
Tuesday’s releases of the journalist
who spent three years in prison
accused of having ties to Al-Qaeda.

“The tension in
Dammaj area has
ended and been dealt
with, as per orders
from Hadi.”

— Sa’ada Governor Fares Manna’,
in reference to clashes in the

northern govenorate, which—Manna’

says—have come to a halt.

“Everyone makes
mistakes.”

— Colonel Mohammed Muriat,
director of the Dar Salm police
station in Sana’a, who is being
investigated for accepting bribes in
return for releasing prisoners.

Whereabouts of Iranian
embassy worker unknown

Ministries of Foreign
Affairs and Interior
launch joint investiga-
tion; Al-Qaeda involve-
ment unconfirmed

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, July 24 — The Interior
Ministry and the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs are launching a joint
investigation to find the where-
abouts of Iranian diplomat Noor
Ahmed who was abducted by
armed men on Sunday.

Dr. Omar Abdulkareem, the se-
curity office manager in the capital
city, said security has been watch-
ing the entrances and exits of
Sana’a.

Ahmed was kidnapped in the
diplomatic area of Sana’a when
armed men blocked the road and
pulled the Iranian embassy worker
out of his car, Abdulkareem re-

www.akhbare_llyom.net
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The Ministry of Interior said that this is the first time an Ira-
nian national has been abducted in Yemen.

vealed.

“Al-Qaeda may be behind this
kidnapping,” Abdulkareem said,
but could not confirm the terrorist
organization’s involvement.

“Perhaps the perpetrators want
to strain the relationship between
Yemen and Iran,” he said.

Mohammed Al-Khalid, a secu-

rity expert and analyst, said the
kidnapping incident of the Ira-
nian diplomat is representative
of a larger security vacuum in the
country.

The Yemen Times contacted
the Iranian Embassy in Sana’a,
but their representative refused to
comment.

Sudanese family held captive by
smuggler for one week

Tribal mediation may be
necessary to secure re-
lease of remaining fam-
ily members in captivity

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

AL-HODEIDA, July 23 — A Su-
danese family of six was being
held by a smuggler in Al-Lohia,

Hodeida when four of the six fam-
ily members were able to escape
and inform the authorities. Police
stormed the home looking for the
remaining two family members
but were unable to locate them or
the smuggler. Two people accused
of aiding and abetting the smug-
gler were arrested by security forc-
es on Monday.

Hodeida security chief Moham-
med Al-Magqaleh told the Yemen
Times that three military vehicles

along with officials from the prose-
cutor’s office were sent to the site of
the arrest. Security forces stormed
the home of the smuggler, but he
had fled before the forces arrived,
neighbors told police.

The brother and housekeeper of
the smuggler were arrested, said
Al-Magaleh.

Abdul-Ghaffar Al-Hajri, the
Chief of Security in Al-Lohia area
said that the smuggler had prom-
ised to smuggle the family to Eri-

Sana’a British School
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trea at a cost of $4,000. The family
consists of a father and his five chil-
dren, a son and four daughters.

The two remaining daughters
who had not escaped were not at
the home when security forces ar-
rived.

“The Sudanese father escaped
with his son and two of his four
daughters but the security forces
didn’t find the two other daughters
when they stormed the house,” Al-
Hajri said.

Tribal mediation may be neces-
sary to release the two detained

FLY S TIMES A WEEK WITH
THE WORLD'S 5-STAR AIRLINE.

BRIGHTER FUTURE

daughters, aged two and 13.

Salah Al-Homidi, head of Equal-
ity Organization, said that several
Africans have been tortured in the
same area of Al-Lohia Port.

Four cases have been filed
against smugglers in the area; the
last case that involved the detain-
ment and torture of Africans was
discovered by authorities three
months ago.

The Sudanese family was de-
tained by the smuggler for a week
and is currently residing with an-
other family in Hodeida.

Effective 2nd Avgnst 2013, Qatar Airways flies 5 times a wesk from Sanan to
Dioho. Enjoy comeenient connections to over 115 destinations wor dwide and

experience oward winming servicewith the world's 5 star airdine.

To book your ticket, visit gatarairways.com/ye

oF visit your travel agent.

World’s 5-star airline.

QATAR %




4

Report

25 July, 2013

\_

s N7 ARy

FOUNDATION \i‘ TIMES ly
Award - 2013 N\ ¥ £

Street vendor by day, but also
Prize-winning international weight-lifter

Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom

li Haider Al-Fageeh

stands outside the

Ministry of Sports,

the wheelbarrow in

front of him is filled
with a pot of boiled potatoes. The
young man is lost in the crowd of
Yemenis passing by, consumed in
their own thoughts. Occasionally
someone stops to purchase a pota-
to. The vendor happily hands over
a plastic tray brimmed with the
smashed vegetable. As Al-Fageeh
sprinkles the tray with some light
seasoning, you catch a glimpse of
his muscular arms. This is the only
hint of Al-Faqeeh’s dual identity
as an internationally recognized
weight-lifter.

The 19-year-old vendor has a
dream—to represent his country
in the Olympics, and he’ll do what-
ever it takes to get there, including
selling potatoes on the street. Like
many athletes in Yemen, Al-Faqeeh
has the talent but meager means to
afford a lifestyle condusive to in-
tense athletic training.

At the age of 13, Al-Faqeeh de-
veloped a love for weightlifting, a
sport that has earned him a myr-
iad of metals at local and interna-
tional competitions. At the time,
the young boy was still manning
his potato stand but one day shut
down early to accompany his friend
to Sana’a’s Al-Ahli Club, a popular
sports facility in the area. While his
friend watched a soccer match, Al-
Faqgeeh found his way to the weight
lifting room.

The attraction was
neous.

Al-Fageeh started working out
every day. For him the sport rep-
resented something more than just
a physical experience- it was sym-
bolic for personal struggles that can
be overcome.

“T discovered a person can gauge
his strength and ability to tolerate
[anything through] weightlifting,”
Al-Faqgeeh said.

Soon after, Al-Fageeh became in-
volved with Yemen’s Weightlifting
Union, an affiliate of Yemen’s Min-
istry of Youth and Sports. Through
the organization, Al-Faqeeh partic-
ipated in many local tournaments
and took first place honors in the
majority of them, he says.

In 2010, Al-Fageeh got his first
taste of a competition outside Ye-
men. He took third place in the
Arab Championship for Youth and
Juniors held in Jordon in 2010.

And most recently in May, Al-
Faqgeeh earned three medals at the
Asian Arab Weightlifting Champi-
onship held in Qatar.

The experience was a source of
national honor for Al-Fageeh who
proudly accepted his metals in front
of the Yemeni flag. But, the road to
get there wasn'’t easy.

Al-Fageeh never finished his pri-
mary schooling.

“Although my son wasn’t able to

instanta-

Al-Faqeeh sells potatoes to be able to prepare for championships. Meanwhile, he is waiting for the Ministry to hire him.

finish his education, he brought
honor to all of us due to his love for
weightlifting,” said the young man’s
father.

Throughout his training and
preparation for tournaments, Al-
Faqgeeh has continued to spend his
days selling potatoes to earn money
to support his endeavors. In the two
months prior to the championship
in Qatar, Al-Faqeeh’s brother of-
fered to run the stand so the bud-
ding competitor could focus full
time on his weightlifting. But, it
made Al-Faqeeh feel guilty.

“I don’t want anyone to shoulder
my responsibilities, not even my
brothers,” Al-Faqeeh said.

Now, as Al-Faqeeh prepares for
a tournament in China in October,
he wakes up before the sun rises
to prepare his boiled potatoes and
typically is in the street selling from
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Afterwards an al-
ready-exhausted A-Fageeh goes to
the Al-Ahli Club to train.

Here with his coach, Adel Al-Mol-
si, Al-Fageeh, is able to forget about
street vending and focus on his pas-
sion. Al-Fageeh credits his coach

[

Al-Fageeh competes in Qatar.

for much of his sucess.

“Al-Molsi supports me morally
and financially,” the trainee says.

The coach returns the praise to
his student.

“Al-Faqeeh is a real talented per-
son who believes in himself. I will
never ever quit supporting him.”

Al-Molsi says Al-Faqeeh’s is will-
ing to do whatever it takes to con-

i

&

tinue with his weightlifting.

“Sometimes, [he] comes from his
home in Baghdad Street to the club,
about five miles in distance, on foot
because he doesn’t have transporta-
tion fees,” Al-Molsi said.

Although  the  Weightlifting
Union also supports the champion-
continuing to send him to competi-
tions-they financially do not pay for

Al-Faqgeeh’s training or provide him
with a stipend.

However, the Ministry of Sports
has been talking about finding a
position for Al-Fageeh within the
Ministry.

“Al-Fageeh isn’t in the proper
place. He is talented and deserves to
be employed at the ministry,” said
Mohammed Hamza, an employee
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at the Youth and Sport Ministry,
who passes the weightlifters' potato
stand on his way to work every day.

In the meantime, Al-Faqeeh is
scraping by with his wheelbarrow.
He says he will continue to break-
down stereotypes about athletes in
Yemen the only way he know how—
selling potatoes by day and going to
the gym at night.
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Yemen in the eye of the beholder

Abubakr Al-Shamahi
Majalla.com
First published July 10

canning through the re-

cent articles published

on Yemen by the inter-

national media, we find

the usual topics: terror-
ism, political instability, kidnap-
pings and poverty. By itself, this
is not so bad. It would be naive
to expect otherwise: “If it bleeds,
it leads” is a rule of thumb for the
modern media, and these topics
are important and deserve to be
covered.

However, what is problematic is
that to the casual outside observer,
this is all there is to Yemen. It is a
land of complex political, social,
cultural and religious traditions,
like every other country, but re-
duced to a baseline of frightening
and seemingly intractable prob-
lems. Looking in from the outside,
it might seem that Yemen is a bas-
ket case that was never destined to
be a country for too long anyway.

But if this were the case, why
has Yemen not collapsed? Surely
a country like Yemen would have
arrived at failed state status long
ago? Isn’t the country a fake na-
tion anyway, described by New
York Times columnist Thomas
Friedman as a “tribe with a flag?»
Why did the country not break

down into civil war, a la Syria, as it
has appeared to be on the brink of
since the uprising against former
President Saleh began?

The answers to these questions
would not be as bizarre as they
seem if there was more deep ana-
Iytical coverage of Yemen, rather
than a brief headline followed by
a few background paragraphs ex-
plaining that Yemen is a hell-hole
with no hope.

Take a recent Reuters write-up:
the ‘synopsis’ on Yemen provided
in the third paragraph reads, “Ye-
men is the poorest Arab state, with
a third of the population living on
less than £1.50 a day. The central
government faces a Shia uprising
in the North, an Islamist insur-
gency in the South and East and a
southern separatist movement.”

If that was all one knew about
Yemen, then it would probably
make sense to ask the questions
posed above. The need for articles
and reports that delve deeper into
Yemen is vital, and would provide
the casual observer with the an-
Swers.

Yemen is not a failed state partly
because the central state has nev-
er been particularly strong, and
people have learned how to get by
using their close societal networks
to compensate for its absence. The
biggest threat to the collapse of the
Yemeni state, the Southern sepa-

ratist movement, is largely held
off thanks to the divisions within
said movement, and the interna-
tional community’s opposition to
any separation.

The idea that Yemen is a “tribe
with a flag” is quite frankly insult-
ing to one of the world’s oldest
‘nations.” Yemen might have been
ruled by various different pow-
ers and dynasties, and separated
along the way, but Yemen goes
back further than any Westphalian
concepts Friedman is trying to im-
pose, and is thousands of years
old. To be fair, Friedman includes
Syria as part of his “tribes with
flags,” so Yemen is in fairly good
company, given that Syria is also
home to one of the world’s oldest
civilizations.

Why did Yemen not break into
civil war during or since the revo-
lution? Well, one answer is, by
and large, lengthy conflicts do
not occur in Yemen unless there
is outside involvement, such as
in the 1962—1970 civil war in the
former North Yemen that devel-
oped into a proxy war between
Nasser’s Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
Yemen may be one of the most
highly-weaponized societies in the
world, but it is not simply a gung-
ho nation that only understands
the gun.

The lack of articles that delve
deeper into Yemen and really ex-

plain the situation on the ground,
is not the fault of the foreign press
corps in the country. First, there
are not many of them, and, sec-
ond, in many of the cases, editors
simply are not interested.

Interesting articles do trickle
through, occasionally. Recent ex-
amples are a piece that explains
that Yemen’s water crisisis not
as simple as “there is none,” and
another that looks at the trials and
tribulations of a Yemeni cycling
team, a breath of fresh air when
set against the usual digest of di-
saster.

Again, it would be silly to pre-
tend that what usually crops up
about Yemen in the international
media is not important. It is huge-
ly important. But providing other
perspectives on Yemen does not
mean whitewashing the negatives
and only focusing on the positives.
Yemen is going through difficult
times, to say the least. However,
these problems will simply not be
understood if the present narra-
tives continue, and if no space is
given to those who wish to delve
deeper into the country and pro-
vide more nuance.

Abubakr Al-Shamabhi is a British—
Yemeni freelance journalist and
the editor of CommentMidEast.
com, a platform for young people
to write about the Arab world.

Will Europe produce Israeli-
Palestinian peace?

John V. Whitbeck
Aljazeera.com
First Published July 18

n July 16, the Is-

raeli newspa-

per Haaretz reported

on the publication of

a binding European
Union directive, to be effective
from January 1, 2014, which a se-
nior Israeli official described as an
“earthquake”.

This directive forbids any form
of EU funding or cooperation with
any entity established or operating
in “the territories occupied by Isra-
el since 1967”, which “comprise the
Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank, including East Je-
rusalem.” Furthermore, the direc-
tive requires that any future agree-
ments between EU states and Israel
or any Israeli entity must include a
clause specifically asserting that
those occupied territories are not
part of the State of Israel.

This directive constitutes pow-
erful evidence that European pa-
tience with Israeli intransigence
and defiance of international law
is running out and that the EU may
now have embarked on a course of
action which will lead to further
and stronger initiatives consistent
with international law and a more
ethical foreign policy.

Two potential initiatives immedi-
ately come to mind.

In light of the clear and unam-
biguous EU position that Israel’s
borders are exclusively those exist-
ing prior to the 1967 Six-Day War,
there is no legal or logical reason
for those EU states which are not

yet among the 132 UN member
states which have already extended
diplomatic recognition to the State
of Palestine within its full pre-1967
borders to continue to refrain from
doing so. Those borders, as recogn-
ised in the UN General Assembly’s
resolution of November 29, 2012,
confirming Palestine’s state status,
comprise precisely and exclusively
that portion of the former Palestine
Mandate which the EU does not
recognize as Israel’s sovereign ter-
ritory.

If all or almost all EU states were
to recognise the State of Palestine
within its full pre-1967 borders,
notwithstanding its 46-year-long
occupation by the State of Israel,
the writing would be clearly on the
wall and the end of the occupation
and the transformation of the cur-
rent two-state legality under inter-
national law into a decent two-state
reality on the ground would become
only a question of when, no longer
of whether.

In addition, the EU should re-
quire all Israelis wishing to visit
any EU country to obtain a visa for
which documentary evidence of
residence in Israel (or in another
country other than occupied Pales-
tine) would be required. Those Is-
raelis resident in occupied Palestine
would not be allowed to visit any
EU country, and any such people
travelling on other passports but
known to be resident in occupied
Palestine would be turned away at
the EU’s borders.

Under both the Geneva Conven-
tions and the Rome Statute estab-
lishing the International Criminal
Court, settlement activity in occu-
pied territory is a war crime. Surely,

the EU should not wish to open its
gates to and welcome war criminals
and those complicit in war crimes.

It is also clear and important that
most Israelis do not seek to inte-
grate into their region but, rather,
view their country as an oasis of
European civilization in a jungle
of primitive Arabs and Muslims.
They take great pleasure in their
participation as a European state in
European football and basketball
competitions and even in the annu-
al Eurovision Song Contest. (Sus-
pending Israeli participation in all
these competitions would also be
a hugely constructive step.) Some
even aspire to EU membership for
Israel.

Accordingly, such a visa policy
would have profoundly construc-
tive consequences on both practical
and psychological levels.

Illegal settlers finding the gates of
Europe closed to them would have
a clear and compelling incentive to
move back to the “right side” of the
Green Line, and Israelis (and oth-
ers) not yet on the “wrong side” of
the Green Line would have a clear
and compelling incentive not to
move to an illegal settlement, which
could only enhance the chances for
peace.

Those Israelis living in Israel
would be annoyed and inconve-
nienced by these new visa require-
ments, which would exact from
them a practical and psychological
“cost” for their government’s con-
tinuation of the occupation and
which should increase the propor-
tion of Israelis on the “right side”
of the Green Line who believe that
the occupation is having an adverse
impact on the quality of their own

lives and that the time has come to
end it.

It was “pariah” status in the eyes
of that portion of humanity with
whom white South Africans person-
ally identified which caused them
to conclude that their own apart-
heid system was having an adverse
impact on the quality of their lives
and that the time had come to end
it. Few white South Africans (or
others) regret today the transfor-
mation of their country into a fully
democratic, non-racist state.

Similar sustained and intensified
“tough love” towards Israelis on the
part of those with whom Israelis
personally identify could produce
a similar result, and, if it did, few
Israelis (or others) would subse-
quently regret it.

It is often argued that American
support is all that really matters
to Israel, and it is true that blind
American support has until now
permitted Israel to continue on a
self-destructive and ultimately sui-
cidal path. However, Europe is geo-
graphically, economically and emo-
tionally closer to Israel and Israelis
than the United States is. Europe
has the potential to play an enor-
mously constructive role in ending
the occupation and achieving peace
with some measure of justice, in the
best interests of both Israelis and
Palestinians.

The EU’s new directive is a mod-
est first step, but any journey must
have a first step. One may hope that
the best is yet to come.

John V. Whitbeck is an interna-
tional lawyer who has advised the
Palestinian negotiating team in
negotiations with Israel.
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OUR OPINION

Parliamentary vs.
presidential

e are at a defining moment in the National

Dialogue Conference’s (NDC) State Build-

ing Working Group. We are discussing the

new state structure of Yemen. The debate

is about whether we should have a parlia-
mentary system or a presidential one.

Currently the votes are in favor of a parliamentary system,
mostly because the only presidential system we have known
failed miserably, scarring all of us.

But, I'm not sure if this is the best decision—or we at least
need to proceed carefully and take all options into consider-
ation.

What most Yemenis don’t realize, including many of those
in the NDC itself, is that Yemen should go through another
transition period once the present one is completed.

The current transitional period will end with elections,
which are due to take place in February 2014. Once we have a
new Parliament in place and a new president with ministers,
they are responsible for implementing the outcomes of the
NDC.

In other words, the outcomes of the National Dialogue
Conference will need at least another three to five years to be
implemented. We will need a very strong and capable govern-
ment under the leadership of a strong president and prime
minister in order to deliver the promised “new Yemen.”

This first transition phase is mainly political. It means that
we are talking about reconciliation, political compromise
and national agreements about this new Yemen being built.

President Hadi’s role since 2011 has been to hold down the
fort, create an environment that would eventually result in
the creation of a new constitution.

The next leader should be a good manager, more than a
good politician. This means the next president—or prime
minister if we choose a parliamentary system—should be one
who can run the country efficiently.

This is a huge responsibility, one that would be very hard to
achieve if we have a parliamentary system.

A presidential system gives more authority to the presi-
dent. In a parliamentary system, the process of change is
slower and more bureaucratic. A parliamentary system has
more checks and balances and does not allow for quick action
that minimizes the abuse of power.

While we do, of course, want these checks and balances—
especially because we have the bitter taste of Saleh’s dictator-
ship still in our mouths—it’s not clear whether they will help
our transition succeed.

One of the reasons Hadi has been able to achieve what he
has so far is because he has full power. We should not give all
of Hadi’s current power to the next president, but we should
also not have a system that keeps us from making real chang-
es.

With a parliamentary system, the majority in Parliament
appoints the president and also has control over the Cabi-
net. If the president was directly elected by the people, there
would be a balance between the president or the executive
power and the Parliament or the legislative power.

We have seen in many countries that when a nation is not
ready for such a system, the Parliament and the government
can be slow or even dysfunctional.

A close look at Lebanon, Belgium, Israel, Irag—and even
the current consensus government of Yemen—shows that we
have to think before jumping into a costly and time-consum-
ing system.

The next transition needs all the support it can get so that
Yemenis can see results—and the sooner the better.
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Where Islam is predominant

Non-Muslims find their own ways to
observe Ramadan (or not)

Story by Najla’a Hassan
Photos by Ali Al-Moshki

eena Ranyit quickly

eats breakfast before

stepping out onto the

street. She heads to

Al-Jamhouri Hos-
pital in Sana’a where she works.
She does not eat or drink in front
of others during the daytime. She
eats in secret, stealing bites in pri-
vate.

Ranyit is a Christian from India.
She doesn’t fast for Ramadan but—
out of respect for the dominant re-
ligion of Yemen, Islam—doesn’t eat
in public during the holy month.

Life in Yemen changes during
Ramadan. Office hours are adjust-
ed—work starts later and finishes
earlier. Shops are closed until noon
and the streets are deserted in the
early morning. Restaurants doors
are closed until 5:00 p.m., an hour
or so before iftar, the daily break-
ing of the fast.

Virtually all Yemenis are Mus-
lims, according to the 2008 In-
ternational Religious Freedom
Report, put together by the U.S.
Department of State. There are re-
portedly 150 Baha’is in Yemen and
fewer than 500 Jews remaining
in the country. There are an esti-
mated 3,000 Christians, many of

Everyone seems to readjust their schedule during Ramadan
when the country resets its hours to observe the holy month.

whom are refugees or temporary
residents from abroad.

Ranyit came to Yemen four years
ago and she works as a nurse in the
Department of Orthopedics and
Childbirth in Al-Jamhouri Hospi-
tal. She works 12-hour days dur-
ing Ramadan, more than her usual
schedule.

The nature of her work makes it
difficult for her to be committed to
a specific time to take her meals.
So, she brings food with her, eating
when she has an opportunity with
other non-Muslim colleagues.

“We don't eat in front of the Mus-
lims,” she said. “We respect their
fasting and religion.”

When they have a chance to eat,
they steal away in private, finding
avacant room in the hospital. They
shut the door and start eating their
cold meal.

“We are cautious even about the
smell. We don’t want to disturb the
fasters,” Ranyit said.

Ranyit has no problems coming
home late. She works more hours
during this month than any other,
but is happy with the overtime.

“Ramadan is good,” she said.

This is Eiko Narita’s second year
in Yemen. In Sana’a, she works as
the deputy representative of the
UNFPA. She’s from Japan origi-
nally and though not Muslim, she
has her own kind of Ramadan ob-
servance. She refrains from eating
food but will drink some water or

During the day, Sana’a can look like a ghost town with the majority of its population either at
home sleeping or working shortened hours. Some of the city’s non-Muslims say they enjoy the
capital’s night life during Ramadan when restaurants and shisha bars stay open late.

juice throughout the day.

She listens to music to over-
come the chaos surrounding her.
She achieves some of her tasks at
home.

“I often finish my work late at
night, but in Ramadan the street
noise disturbs me. People stay up
late,” she said. “It’s surprising to
see so many people outside so late
in the evening.”

Molla Shimelis is a Christian

from Ethiopian whose work sched-
ule changes dramatically during
Ramadan.

He owns a shop and sells food
commodities and Ethiopian-made
shoes. He opens his shop his at
1:00 a.m. He doesn’t eat anything
during the day, he said—partly out
of respect for his Muslim neigh-
bors, but also out of fear.

“T respect Muslims,” he said.
“[But] I'm afraid people would

gather, shouting at me ‘non-faster,
non-faster.” I want to live peace-
fully.”

Shimelis waits until after sunset
to resume his normal life, like mil-
lions of others in Sana’a. Any anxi-
ety he may feel during the day dis-
sipates. He enjoys walking through
the bustling streets at night.

“I eat, drink and listen to music
at night,” Shimelis said. “That’s
when everyone is doing that.”

Street stands flourish
but bring traffic and
congestion

City must strike balance between order and tolerance

during Ramadan

Story by Samar Qaed
Photos by Ali Al-Moshki

n Yemen’s capital city,

street vendors compete

with grocery and retail

stores for business—tempt-

ing customers with lower
prices but without such frills as
roofs and refrigerated goods. Ven-
dors stake out high-traffic areas,
congregating in already crowded
spaces. Though they pay rent for
their street space, the city doesn’t
recognize the legitimacy of the ar-
rangement and wants the vendors
removed.

A yellow line separates the ven-
dors’ stands from the main street
of the Shumaila area of Sana’a. But
Ramadan is the most profitable
month of the year for those selling
goods, and a little line in the road
isn’t stopping Sana’a’s merchants
from eking out a living.

Ramadan in Yemen is increas-
ingly known for its consumerism,
and street vendors allow residents
with limited incomes to buy an as-
sortment of goods. Residents say
the traffic and congestion is un-
bearable year-round, but Ramadan
makes for a particularly miserable
month for those coming and going.
Speakerphones used by some ven-
dors to advertise their goods have
put some residents over the edge.

They are increasingly calling on
the city to remove all street ven-

dors.

“We are fed up with the chaos,”
Shumaila resident Ismael Al-Salali
said. “We can only fit one car at
a time, though the road is wide
enough for two.”

Similar scenes play out through-
out Sana’a’s busy streets. Hael
Street resident Yasser Ahmed says
the congestion affects his daily life
and routine.

“We have problems and verbal
arguments with the stand owners’
every day. It takes forever to reach
our homes because of them.”

Many of the street vendors are
poor migrants from Yemen’s rural
areas who make the journey to the
capital city each year for Rama-
dan in order to supplement their
incomes. The money they make
during Islam’s holy month is of-
ten more than their income for the
other 11 months combined.

“These places are bustling with
people,” said street vendor Saleh
Al-Amiri, who traveled to Sana’a
from his village for the month of
Ramadan.”What else can we do?
How else can we earning a liv-
ing? Where shall we go?” Al-Amiri
asked.

A year ago, the city of Sana’a set
up small wooden stands in five
Sana’a neighborhoods: Madbah,
Nokum, Bab Al-Yemen, Hesaba
and Shumaila.

Public Works Assistant Manager
Khalid Abdul Moghni told the Ye-

men Times that street vendors are
not satisfied with the designated
locations.

“The vendors want specific, busy
streets such as Hael Street or Ja-
mal Street,” Moghni said. “When
we make huge efforts and launch
campaigns to rectify the problem,
they flee.”

Taiz native Adel Al-Kharmiri
moved to Sana’a for work. Al-
Kharmiri pays rent to a super-
market in order to sell goods on its
property and says the city has no
right to disturb his business.

“I pay the supermarket’s owner
YR30,000 a month (about $140),
and up to YR80,000 (about $370)
some months,” Al-Kharmiri said.
“We rent these street spaces, why
are they harassing us?”

However, the street vendors syn-
dicate told the Yemen Times that
the market owners oppose their
presence, fearing a loss of busi-
ness.

Union head Fath Al-Rahman
Jasar said the Public Works office
needs to find better locations for
the vendors in order to solve con-
flict.

“The Public Works office in the
capital has not provided vendors
with a viable alternative. Some of
these markets, where they set up
stands, are slow,” Jasar said. “So
naturally, vendors refuse to set-up
shop there.”

Jasar said he wants the city to

There is a perpetual tug-a-war between street vendors and city officials. While the vendors de-
fend their right to make a living, officials must answer to neighborhood residents who want the

vendors gone.

find a solution and believes that
starts by taking a number of neces-
sary procedures before punishing
vendors.

“What the Public Works office is
doing now is straight-away arrest-
ing vendors and holding them until
they pay off the authorities,” Jasar
said.

He said the city should adhere
to the labor laws and warn own-
ers of unlicensed stands. If they
persist, then fine them, and if they
still continue to operate after that,
confiscate their goods. But arrest-
ing them without any due process
is wrong, Jasar said.

The city issued a statement lim-
iting sales during Ramadan from
6 until 2 a.m., in order to allow a
window of time for street cleaners
to perform their jobs.

Moghni said that force will be
used after Ramadan to restrict
street vendors to specific markets
and to comply with specified crite-

ria. The city will require fees from
the vendors, Moghni said.

“The state must impose its au-
thority—street vendors think they
only need to obey the merchants
they pay rent to,” he said.

The public is split about the is-
sue; with a fragile economy and
nearly half of the country’s popu-

lation living on less than $2 a day,
many residents criticize the Public
Works office for coming down too
hard on street vendors.

“If we remove them, we're criti-
cized for taking away their source
of income, Moghni said. “If we
leave them alone, they complain
about the traffic—we can’t win.”
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Change-makers under 25

By Sadeq Al-Wesabi

he son of a poor farmer

in a poverty-stricken

area called Wessab has

become one of the most

prominent youth activ-
ists, human rights advocates and
writers in Yemen.

The people in this impoverished
area were not expecting that Farea
Al-Muslimi, who rode a donkey to
school and helped occasionally herd
the animals in his village, would
make the name of their little village
known around the world.

His name quickly spread through
international media outlets when
the 23-year-old delivered powerful
testimony in a congressional hear-
ing on American drone strikes on
Yemen.

Al-Muslimi spoke about drone
attacks that targeted his village
and others. What had been a small,
mountainous and largely unheard
of area of the world was suddenly
on the lips of many politicians and
journalists.

Although his family was not for-
mally educated, they pushed him
and his 11 siblings to study. At age
13, he applied for and was denied a
scholarship to study in the U.S. He
applied a second time and, again,

.

was not selected. Instead of moving
on, Al-Muslimi continued to apply
and was eventually chosen.

He was granted a prestigious
scholarship from the U.S. State
Department’s Youth Exchange and
Study Program, a program for high
school age students.

From his small Yemeni village,
he set off for America. Unlike many
other youth, Al-Muslimi did not
abandon his values or aspire to live
in America—it simply made him
more determined to change the sit-
uation in Yemen.

“First, I was shocked and frus-
trated with the situation in my
country. But I valued the experience
and spent all my time studying and
taking advantage of the opportuni-
ties there,” Al-Muslimi said.

During his stay in America, he
participated in the International
Summit for Leadership in Colorado.
Al-Muslimi also received the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award
from the White House.

Despite his young age, Al-Mus-
limi was very political. He was a
program assistant at the National
Democratic Institute and in Octo-
ber 2007, he was the youngest inter-
national observer of the elections in
Yemen.

Acquiring strong leadership skills
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and deep knowledge, he has been
to numerous countries, including
Kuwait, America, Tunisia, Moroc-
co, Lebanon, Qatar, UAE, Sweden,
Syria, Egypt and Jordan, where he
attended conferences and spoke on
various issues.

Al-Muslimi is an avid reader and
is critical of the government, politi-
cal parties and the Yemeni media,
whose performance is poor, Al-
Muslimi said.

He started keeping a journal at
age 17, writing poems and essays. He
said he was not convinced with the
level and the power of the Yemeni
media. He would write in his note-
book and then rip out the pages.

He has since written for The Na-
tional, Foreign Policy Al-Monitor,
Assafir and Executive Magazine.

Al-Muslimi is politically indepen-
dent.

What can Al-Muslimi not stand
about Yemen?

“Loyalties of political parties to
regional sectarian powers,” Al-Mus-
limi said. “It disgusts me.”

Although he has had several offers
to work outside of Yemen, he prefers
to stay in his country—especially
during this critical time.

“It’s not a smart idea to be dis-
tanced from Yemen as such time,”
he said.

In 2010, his video “Theatres to
International Peace,” was screened
at the UN Security Council in New
York. The prior year, Al-Muslimi
had placed third in the American
Islamic Congress’ annual writing
test, “Dream Deferred.”

In 2012, he received his bachelor’s
degree in public policy and a minor
in human rights and transitional
justice from the American Univer-
sity of Beirut (AUB) in Lebanon.
While at AUB, he studied abroad at
Dickinson College, in Pennsylvania.

As always, Al-Muslimi jumped
right into life in Lebanon, partici-
pating in many events, including
the Lebanese parliamentary elec-
tions as an international observer.

For Al-Muslimi, social and politi-
cal activism is not simply a matter
of holding workshops or defending
marginalized groups—it’s a serious
commitment and moral obligation.

“It’s transferring anger and frus-
tration into practical reforms and
actions.”

Al-Muslimi is not content with
what the country has achieved.

“I aspire for a country with equal
citizenship and comprehensive,
sustainable development,” he said.
“I won't, like every other youth, be
satisfied until I see this ambition
fulfilled.”
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Bentley presents its first fragrance for men - BENTLEY FOR MEMN
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This is to notify that Mr. Tom Jose, Indian national,
holding passport No. H1211556 desires to add his surname
Kuzhippalayil to the passport to become Tom Jose
Kuzhippalayil.

Anybody has any objection kindly contact the Indian
Embassy, Sana’a, within a week from publishing this
advrtisement.
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1 m A resident in Bani Jarmouz
climbs through the ruins of a
home that was attacked in 2011
during clashes with the miltary.
(Photo by Amal Al-Yarisi)

2 m A date seller in Old Sana’a
shows off his wares. (Photo by
Rammah Al-Jubari)

3 m Customers flood this
samboosa shop in Tahrir in the
hours leading up to iftar, the daily
breaking of the fast during Rama-
dan. (Photo by Amal Al-Yarisi)
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From rural childhood to importer
of products for the blind

Abdulaziz Balhaj

Daress Al-Badany

bdulaziz Balhaj was

born in the Shahara

area of  Amran

governorate in 1971.

Balhaj was born blind
to a well-off family.

Throughout his childhood, the
young boy had to battle entrenched
expectations of the abilities of
the blind. In an effort to prove
naysayers wrong, at a very early
age, Balhaj began to attend Quranic
schools — not as a reader, but as a
listener.

At the age of 12, Balhaj’s father
found a place where his son was
able to thrive with those of similar
circumstances — a school for the
Blind in Sana’a.

With the encouragement of his
peers and family, Balhaj completed

his secondary education and
enrolled in the Islamic Studies
Department at the Arts College
of Sana’a University. But being
outside his school’s comfort zone
where he felt capable, Balhaj found
an entirely different atmosphere
and set of challenges at university.

“I felt inferior because my father
was spending money on me. I could
not provide for myself,” Balhaj
said.

But his adversity turned out to be
his pot gold. While Balhaj struggled
in classes without tools like a
walking stick or a watch specifically
designed for the blind, he began to
think about the need for company
to provide tools to Yemen’s sight-
impaired population.

With some seed money from his
father, Balhaj started importing
such products and his business was

IR

¥

born.

Today Balhaj is the head of
his successful business. He runs
the only company in Yemen that
provides products specifically
geared for the blind. Most recently,
Balhaj expanded his operations to
include toys for blind children.
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Qatar Airways Iftar Dinner QATAR#§

W& QATAR & QATAR 4 QATAR £ QATAR

ATAR £ QATAR £

Qatar Airways launched an iftar dinner banquet last Wednesday — 17th July at Sheba hotel. The event was
attended by tens of the representatives of the Yemeni travel & tourism agencies and several Corporate clients. -
During the occasion there was a slide show where the 5th frequency which will commence on the 2nd Aug was
announced and another one which included images of all the destinations which Qatar Airways flies to alongside
the New Hamad International Airport.
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