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Weapons depots Protection of ICG: Imposing Political isolation

threaten people’s human rights settlement on “recognizes the

lives in Sana’a in Yemen South will lead immunity law, while the
to breakdown revolution refuses it”
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A simple youth initiative called “Express your suffering with a candle” took place on Monday. The intiative wants
to visualize objections to the frequent power cuts. Ali Zabiba ,the young man behind this initiative, said they are
accepting contributions of candles. Once the group has collected enough candles, they will melt them together to
make the largest candle in Yemen. It will be five meters high. (Photo by Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki)

National dialogue reaches tentative
agreement on political isolation

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Oct 7 — One day before
the inauguration of the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC) Con-
cluding Plenary, political factions
arrived at a tentative agreement
on political isolation. An agree-
ment was reached that immunity
for Saleh means he should abstain
from political activities, as per law
No.1/2012.

This new phrasing was proposed
by Dr. Abdulkarim Al-Eryani, rep-
resentative of Saleh’s party, the

NDC.YE

fore accepting them
to hold high level de-
cision making posi-
tions. It is not really
talking about Saleh
or his regime,” she
said.

GPC General Sec-
retary and Telecom-
munications  Min-
ister Ahmed Obaid
bin Daghr told the
Yemen Times he
does not consent to
any agreement or
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Working Group and representative
of Hirak, explained that this con-
dition is to ensure that those who

General People’s Congress (GPC) procedures outside were granted immunity for any
at Monday’s Consensus Committee the framework of the crimes committed against people
meeting, after days of heated de- Gulf Initiative. should not take responsibility in the
bates and the boycott by GPC mem- He added, “We future as political leaders.

bers who felt the political isolation
proposal was interference with
GPC’s internal affairs.

“There is an immunity law and
it cannot be challenged. We at the
GPC refuse to contest it in any way
because by doing so not only will
this be considered as interfering in
our party’s internal affairs asking
us who to have as our leader, but
also it will create a raft in the party
and potential withdrawing from the
NDC,” he said.

Other political parties had
brought up this issue condemning
Saleh in person for alleged involve-
ment in activities hindering the
transitional process.

“To start with, there has been no
real transfer of power. Power can-
not be divided, when Saleh handed

E

Good Governance working group while debating its final report.

over his authority to his deputy it
was not only the executive power as
head of state, but it should have also
included handing over the political
power through resigning from his
position as president of the GPC,”
said Dr. Abdullah Lamlas, rappor-
teur of the NDC’s Presidency.

The conflict started when an ar-
ticle proposed by the Good Gover-
nance Working Team at the NDC
conditioned the legitimacy of im-

munity with prohibition of political
activities in the future. Judge Afrah
Badowlain, head of the Good Gov-
ernance group, explained that this
is an integral part of their work,
which is to ensure justice, equality,
the rule of law, and the combating
of corruption as well as assuring
accountability of Yemenis holding
future significant jobs.

“It is something like the vetting of
checking people’s background be-

are surprised about
the emergence of the
political isolation law
all of a sudden, in the
final days of the dia-
logue. We made con-
cessions for the sake
of Yemen’s safety,
but now we are iso-
lated.”

However, the youth of the NDC’s
Transitional Justice Working Group
have a different point of view. They
have a similar article proposed but
under the pretext of political isola-
tion in terms having Saleh and all
his affiliates out of politics for good
otherwise they should abandon im-
munity.

Mohammed Al-Sa’adi, the dep-
uty head of the Good Governance

When the two groups started dis-
cussing the issue of immunity vs.
political isolation, members of the
GPC boycotted the discussions.

Political analyst, Naef Hasan,
argued that the political isolation
decision could be seen as an act of
‘extortion’ used by a particular side
to pressure Saleh, as president of
the GPC, for the sake of special in-
terests.

“Removing Saleh from his post
as the head of the GPC is naturally
the only outcome of this debate, it is
not really about the former regime
or previous crimes.”

He added that “The political iso-
lation article is a new maneuver be-
tween president Hadi and Saleh. It
speaks for what is going behind the
scenes.”
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Weaponsdepotsthreaten
people’s lives in Sana’a

A batch of turkish weapons siezed from a ship on Yemeni

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANAA, Oct. 6—A weapons de-
pot at Al-Hina Military Camp on
Nukm Mountain in the western
section of Sana’a exploded once
again on Saturday evening, re-
sulting in a large fire. There was a
similar explosion at the same de-
pot two years ago, military expert
Mohsen Khasrrof said. There have
been no reported casualties from
the incident.

Eyewitnesses said the Civil De-
fense Authorities rushed to the
scene and put the fire out. Fire-
fighters remained at the scene
from 9 p.m. until 1 a.m. The mili-
tary camp is located near a resi-
dential area.

Defense minister advisor Briga-
dier Ahmed Mohsen told the Ye-
men Times that the explosion was
a result of a large boulder falling
on the weapons depot.

The arsenal was once under the
control of the now-dissolved Re-
publican Guard. The Republican
Guard was an elite unit under the
control of former President Ali
Abdulla Saleh’s son, Ahmed. The
unit was dissolved during a series

of decrees issued by President
Hadi to restructure the military.
The weapons depot is now under
the control of the Special Forces.

Mohsen said the boulder be-
came destabilized during a small
earthquake last week in the capi-
tal city.

Mohammed Gaghman, the gen-
eral secretary of the Azal district’s
local council criticized the place-
ment of a military camp near a
residential area.

“It’s vital that they move these
[weapons] arsenals away from
residential areas,” he said.

Khasrrof told the Yemen Times
that weapons arsenals should be
at least three kilometers away
from residential areas, according
to regulations, to reduce the risk
to residents if there are incidents.

“Unfortunately, places that
would more appropriately be
parks, are being used in the capi-
tal city as weapons depots,” he
said. Khasroof said he doubted
that a landslide was the cause of
the explosion, saying it would be
difficult for a large rock to fall on
a weapons depot that is inside a
cave.

Government increases checkpoints,
security precautions

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

Mukalla, Oct. 7—The Interior
Ministry announced increased
troop deployments nationwide
on Sunday, in anticipation of
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) attacks, the ministry
said. The ministry cited recent
terror attacks for the increased
security precautions, including
the seizure of a military camp in
Mukalla on Sept. 30, which AQAP
has claimed responsibility for.
Mohammed Al-Mawari, the
spokesperson for the Interior
Ministry, told the Yemen Times
that the ministry has deployed
thousands of soldiers and secu-
rity forces nationwide follow-
ing the most recent attacks in
Shabwa, Hadramout and Sana’a.

Al-Mawari said the ministry had
received intelligence about more
Al-Qaeda plots.

The ministry has set-up more
checkpoints around the country,
focusing on entrances to cities.
All security forces are in a state of
high-alert, the source said.

Security forces are raiding
areas with known Al-Qaeda-
affiliates. Mohammed Musayed,
a security officer in Aden, said a
two-member AQAP cell was ar-
rested in Aden on Saturday dur-
ing a raid on homes.

“More security forces have been
deployed to Hadramout, Abyan,
Al-Baida and Shabwa governor-
ates, where there is a larger AQAP
presence,” he said.

Shaker Al-Ghadeer, a soldier
in the Brigade 111 stationed in

Abyan, told the Yemen Times that
AQAP leafleted residential areas
last week, telling residents they
will regain control over the city
and declare it an Islamic emir-
ate once again. AQAP was forced
out of Abyan by security forces
last year. Taiz Security Deputy
Head Edi Al-Yousfi said that two
vehicles filled with weapons were
discovered in Taiz last week. Taiz
has witnessed a considerable in-
crease in checkpoints, he said.

AQAP released a statement on
Thursday, claiming responsibil-
ity for the seizure of the Second
Military Region military base in
Mukulla.

“These military bases, which
help Americans in their war
against Muslim people, are our
targets,” the statement says.

Al-Sabeen Park of Sana’a was
closed down on Sunday because
its games are very old.

As a safety precaution, the
city shut down Al-Sabeen Park in
Sana’a on Sunday. Mohammed Mo-
hammed Naji, director of Al-Sabeen
directorate, said the rides were in-
stalled 25 years ago and are now
very old. New rides were installed
at the park without the permission
of the Capital Secretariat, Naji said.

Three people died on Sunday in a
thunder storm in the Dolima district
of Amran governorate, located 50
kilometers to the north of Sana’a.

Sheikh Mohammed Yahiya Al-
Ghawli, a leading figure in Amran,
said heavy rains claimed lives of
three people, including a 10-year-
old child.

Reporting by Samar Al-Ariqi

Al-Qaeda replaces state presence in Ra’ada

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

BEIDHA, Oct. 7—Locals of Rada’a
district of Al-Beidha governorate
complained that they are often
forced to resort to Al-Qaeda affili-
ates to mediate their disputes in
the absence of a strong state pres-
ence.

Abdulrab Abu Saleh, Ra’ada
resident, said the increase of
armed militants has to do with the
absence of security in the district,
which he says drove them to seek
help from armed militants.

Although Ra’ada security man-
ager Hamoud Al-Amari said the
district needs at least 6000 sol-
diers to maintain security, Ra’ada
currently has no more than 1500
soldiers.

Al-Amari said that armed mili-
tants launch surprise attacks on
security checkpoints and flee the
scene, usually leaving between
eight and 20 casualties.

The latest attack on Monday saw
seven men Kkilled during clashes
with the 139 Mechanized Brigade
soldiers at Dar Al Najd checkpoint,
east of Ra’ada city. Two soldiers
were injured in the attack and two
others were taken hostage.

The armed men attempted to
forcefully pass through a security
checkpointin order to enter Ra’ada
city when the clashes broke.

Ra’ada resident Hassan Al-
Duraibi said that attacks have be-
come commonplace, and that “the
area has grown accustomed to al-
most daily killings.”

Yemenpress.com

Ansar Al-Sharia’a in 2011, parading their flag in Abyan to
demonstrate their control over Zinjibar district.

As security situation deteriorates, civilians pay high price

8 injured in Hajja, 2 injured in Dhale

Rammah Al-Jubari
And Nasser Al-Sakkaf

Hajja, Dhile- Oct.7—As the Minis-
try of Interior prepares to deploy
more soldiers and security forces
around the country, the break-
down in security has resulted
in civilian deaths and injuries
around the country, including

eight people injured in Hajja City
and two people injured in Dhale.
Eight people were injured in
Hajja City on Saturday when
clashes broke out at a popular
vegetable market near the secu-
rity administration. Amongst the
injured was a four-year-old child.
The clashes were between the
Al-Sharaqi tribe and the Al-

Jameema tribe. The governor of
Hajja governorate belongs to the
former and the latter is associated
with prominent General People’s
Congress (GPC) member, Fahd
Dahshoush. Al-Sharaqi tribe
prevented vendors from the Al-
Jameema tribe from selling at the
market.

Four months ago, tribal clashes

erupted in another popular Hajja
market, leaving dozens of shops
damaged. That market is still
closed, residents say.

Deputy security manager of
Hajja, Brigadier Yahia Al-Haifi
told the Yemen Times that secu-
rity forces stepped in to end the
conflict, but came under fire from
both sides. Five of those injured

in the clashes were bystanders, he
said.

Local council member Hadi
Wardan said the deteriorated se-
curity situation has allowed for
the frequent break-out of clashes.
The governorate, Wardan said,
has been without a security man-
ager for over six months.

Two people were also injured

in the Kataba district of Dhale on
Monday during armed confronta-
tions between unidentified armed
men and security guards of a Ye-
men Central Bank vehicle.

The money had already unload-
ed the money at a bank branch in
Dhale, said Mohammed Ghalib
Al-Atabi, the general secretary of
the Dhale local council.

Visually impaired receive computer

training

Faheem Sultan Al-Qadasi

Sana'a- Oct.4—The first computer
training course for visually im-
paired people at the Yemen Dis-
abled Forum has come to a close,
but organizers say the course is
just the first in a series of other
trainings that will provided for
hundreds of blind men and wom-
en in Yemen.

The forum aims to help the blind
acquire computer literacy skills
through the use of screen readers.
The forum has established and
equipped a computer lab with the
necessary screen readers, plan-
ning to continue the computer
courses.

Participants say the courses will
allow them to gain more inde-
pendence and thanked those who
made the training possible, in-
cluding trainer Ali Al Jamali and
his assistant, Arfat Hasan.

Forum head Hasan Isamel told
the Yemen Times that such train-
ings will allow Yemen’s visually
impaired population to compete
with similarly disabled people in

Photo by Faheem Sultan Al-Qadasi
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Visually impaired participants receives training on comput-
er applications

the region.

The forum has similar programs

for the physically disabled and

hearing impaired and plans to
move forward with more courses
in the future.

Yemen celebrates World Ozone Day
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The two teams sing the national anthem at a soccer match meant to commemorate World Ozone Day.

Majed Al-Alyei

Sana’a- Oct.5—The Environmen-
tal Ambassadors Foundation or-
ganized a soccer match to com-
memorate World Ozone Day on
September 16. The foundation’s
slogan is ‘Healthy Air: The Future
We Want’. Held under the auspices
of the General Authority of Envi-
ronmental Protection, the match
was between the Environmental
Ambassadors Foundation’s team
and the civil society organizations

gathered at Al Shab stadium in
Sana’a.

Nasser Al-Kumaim, head of
the Environmental Ambassadors
Foundation, delivered a presenta-
tion, calling on all civil society or-
ganizations to encourage the limit
of bromide—a gas used to control
pests in the agricultural sectors
that depletes the ozone—and to
keep the planet healthy.

Al-Kumaim said the foundation
was partnering with organizations
to raise awareness of agricultural

and environmental issues and that
World Ozone Day was a way to en-
courage youth to lead the way to-
wards a sustainable future.

A workshop about the ozone and
the role of youth is being planned.

During the ceremony, farmers
in Sana'a, Dhamar, Mahweet, Ho-
deida, and Amran were honored
for their environmentally-friendly
practices. Agricultural technology
that acts as an alternative for pest
control was distributed to encour-
age farmers to forgo bromide.
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Friends of Yemen: Yemen needs [V VEWRTSWEONY

independent body to monitor
funds, projects

Adham Manasrah

he Friends of Yemen
group concluded its
sixth ministerial meet-
ing held in New York
on September 25 on
the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly meeting. The group’s final
statement called on the Yemeni
government to carry out the prior-
ity actions which were agreed upon
during the donors' meeting in June.
The statement made no mention of
the amount of funding that would
be dispersed to Yemen at this time.

Marzouk Al-Silwi, head of the
Economic and Developmental
Studies Center, told the Yemen
Times that the funding depended
on Yemeni leadership and the po-
litical and security obligations that
they tackle.

“It also depends on [U.N. Envoy
to Yemen, Jamal] Benomar’s report
that was presented to the security
council,” Al-Silwi said.

Ministers and representatives
of over 40 countries took part in
the meeting. Representatives of
international organizations and
the World Bank also attended the
meeting. Abu Bakr Al-Kiribi, the
Yemeni Foreign Affairs Minister,
headed the Yemeni delegation that
included Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation Mo-
hammed Al-Sa'adi and a number of
other Yemeni government officials.

Over the course of the meeting,
participants discussed three re-
ports presented by the Yemeni gov-
ernment. The reports touched on

the latest achievements realized in
the security, economic and political
fields as well as major challenges
facing the country. The reports also
mentioned the necessary support
needed from the Friends of Yemen
group so that the country could
continue its transition and over-
come challenges.

According to ob-
servers, the do-
nors did not hand
over funds di-
rectly to the gov-
ernment because
they feared cor-
ruption and the
further delay of
projects that are
already behind
schedule

Observers and economic experts
expressed their frustrations to the
media regarding the outcomes of
the meeting. They said the Yemeni
government has not met expecta-
tions. The government has been
criticized by the Friends of Yemen
group for not making appropriate
use of the sums donors have pro-
vided. The group also criticized the
Yemeni government for the increase
of financial and administrative cor-

ruption. This has resulted in a lack
of trust from donors, leading them
to reconsider promised assistance
and support, observers said.

Observers: Donors do not
trust the Yemeni government
Experts say the establishment of
the Executive Office of Projects Ex-
ecution is evidence that donors do
not trust the performance of the
Yemeni government. This, they say,
suggests that the government has
not made progress in implement-
ing economic and development
projects, particularly in the fields
of electricity and energy. Accord-
ing to observers, the donors did
not hand over funds directly to the
government because they feared
corruption and the further delay
of projects that are already behind
schedule.

The establishment of an Execu-
tive Office of Development Projects
Execution will provide monitoring
and evaluation by an independent
body to absorb grants and to imple-
ment projects. The office has not
yet been established, but donors
have called for the formation of an
independent body, making it estab-
lishment likely.

“The inability of the Yemeni
government to absorb this huge
amount of money, as well as the
rampant corruption of authorities,
has led donors to mistrust the Ye-
meni government. The result is this
call for an independent body,” he
said.

Observers said the establishment
of the Executive Office of Projects

Execution is the government's fi-
nal opportunity. The government,
observers said, will not be granted
any funds unless these funds aim
to fulfill national economic priori-
ties or the start of electricity and
energy projects that have not yet
been implemented. The govern-
ment will not be free to do what it
pleases, observers said.

Local media reported that
American Ambassador Gerald M.
Feierstein warned the Yemeni gov-
ernment of its poor performance
regarding development. The am-
bassador has repeatedly urged the
Yemeni government to carry out
the projects, account for funds and
meet deadlines. The government,
observers say, has not taken the
ambassador’s message seriously.

British ambassador to Yemen,
Jane Marriott, said in an interview
this week that the Yemeni govern-
ment is partisan and that its mem-
bers are putting politics above the
needs of the country. The poor per-
formance of the government, she
said, is a vital issue compounded
by incompetence.

Rajeh Badi, media advisor to
Yemeni Prime Minister Moham-
med Basindwa, told Al Jazeera
that the government hopes donors
will make good on their financial
pledges, totaling $7.8 billion, which
were pledged during Friends of Ye-
men meetings in September 2012.
Most of the funds have not come
through, he said, and the govern-
ment will need the funds for the
post-dialogue phase.
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Yemen received an additional
$1.4 billion in pledges last
year
The Yemeni government received
additional financial pledges esti-
mated at $1.4 billion from donor
countries and organizations in Sep-
tember 2012, bringing the initial
pledge from $6.4 billion to $7.8 bil-
lion. Half of the initial $6.4 billion
pledge came from Saudi Arabia.

A statement from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) urged
continued support for Yemen, nec-

essary for full economic stabiliza-
tion, the organization said. The IMF
called on the international commu-
nity to accelerate the dispersal of
funds for immediate food aid.

The Friends of Yemen group was
established in January 2010 in
London to mobilize international
support for Yemen, to help increase
development and to help the coun-
try meet its many challenges.

Rammah Al-Jubari contributed to
this report
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A steep road ahead:

Protection of human righ

Yemen Times Staff

s the debates over the

future of Yemen con-

tinues across the coun-

try, a visiting U.N. hu-

man rights official said
protection of human rights in the
transitional period must not be ne-
glected.

Wrapping up her official visit to
Sana’a on Thursday, U.N. Deputy
High Commissioner for Human
Rights Flavia Pansieri said that,
“The future of Yemen cannot be
built on [a foundation of] impunity
for past violations—whenever and
wherever they occurred.”

After meeting with the Yemeni
officials, Pansieri urged an “ex-
tra effort by the President and his
government to ensure that human
rights are not sacrificed for the sake
of political expediency.”

In another statement, Human
Rights Watch welcomed the re-
cently adopted resolution of the
U.N. Human Rights Council on the
situation in Yemen. The resolution
called on the Yemeni government
to protect journalists’, women’s
and girls’ rights, and urged them to
take significant steps to address ac-
countability for past human rights
abuses.

Since the stepping-down of for-
mer President Ali Abdulla Saleh in
February 2012, Yemen has been
undergoing a transitional period.
The transitional government, led
by President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi, is nearing the end of its term.

The National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC), launched in March,
has gathered a wide variety of play-
ers representing all walks of po-
litical life in Yemen to draft a new

(i1 Tube;

constitution and to pave the way for
general elections in 2014.

Under a Gulf-brokered initiative
to end the protests that had para-
lyzed the country for more than a
year, former President Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh agreed to step down after
33 years in power, on the condition
that he be granted immunity.

Activists have rejected the con-
dition, insisting that those found
responsible for human rights viola-
tions, including the deadly attacks
on protesters in 2011, be prosecut-
ed.

Abdulrahman Barman, lawyer
and human rights activist, told the
Yemen Times that that UNHCR’s
position was a step in the right di-
rection for human rights in Yemen,
“But there is no serious procedure
to abolish the immunity granted to
the former president.”

Barman, a member of the Orga-
nization for Defending Rights and
Freedoms (HOOD) said that, “The
government and the parliament are
supposed to take action in order
to cancel the immunity, because it
contradicts the conventions of hu-
man rights and the Yemeni consti-
tution.”

Pansieri has visited Yemen sever-
al times in the past years and wants
a “strong message to be sent during
the constitutional process with re-
spect to women’s rights, children’s
rights and the rights of the margin-
alized communities.”

One driver of human rights vio-
lation in Yemen is loopholes in the
judicial system, Barman said.

“In the absence of deterrent mea-
sures, many people do not obey the
law, especially when they see there
is no punishment for the culprit,”
he added.

Ahead of Pansieri ‘s visit, Yemen’s
human rights record came under
the spotlight at a meeting of the
council in Geneva when more than
100 countries, including Yemen,
adopted the first-ever resolution on
forced child marriage.

Looking at priorities that need
addressing, the council emphasized
investigating human rights viola-
tions during the 2011 youth upris-
ing, as well as adopting laws on
transitional justice, the abolition
of child marriage and the ending of
the death penalty for juveniles.

The resolution recognized the
practice of child, early and forced
marriage as human rights viola-
tions that “prevent individuals from
living their lives free from all forms
of violence,” and impact the “right
to education, and the highest at-
tainable standard of health.”

During the past months, the issue
of setting a minimum marriage-age
law in-line with international norms
has revived an ongoing debate be-
tween conservative and liberal par-
ties in Yemen.

But Barman is not optimistic that
setting a marriage law could elimi-
nate an old practice in the country.
“It will not stop the child marriage
phenomenon, but it would help the
victims to defend themselves based
on that.”

In addition to Yemen, other coun-
tries with high rates of marriage
before the age of 18 supported the
resolution as well, including Chad,
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Honduras, Si-
erra Leone, and South Sudan.

“If current levels of child mar-
riage hold, 14.2 million girls an-
nually or 39,000 girl daily, will
marry too young,” between 2011
and 2020, according to the United

YT archive hoto by Tom Finn

ts in Yemen

Yemeni security officials confront a group of Yemeni journalists and human rights activists pro-
testing against Shayi’s sentence and the legality of the court.

Nations Population Fund’s report,
published in March.

HRW greeted Yemen’s support of
the resolution but called for prose-
cutions to create a deterrent effect.

“[It] is a positive message that the
government is willing to address
serious human rights challenges,”
said Julie de Rivero, regional direc-
tor of HRW based in Geneva. “Now
the real test will be whether the au-

thorities act swiftly and do not delay
further concrete measures to rein in
abuses and ensure accountability.”

The HRW statement urged Ye-
men’s parliament to pass a transi-
tional justice law that meets inter-
national standards.

Execution of minors charged with
murder is another significant chal-
lenge facing the transitional Yemen,
Pansieri said.

Jamal Al-Shami, the head of
Democratic School, a non-profit
organization concerned with chil-
dren’s rights, said more than 1000
juveniles are being held in prisons
across the country, referring to field
researches conducted by interna-
tional organizations.

“Out of those juveniles, 103 are
sentenced to death and 20 will be
executed at any time,” he said.
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Do-1t-yourself cartography of the Middle East

The US news media offers blueprints for the dismemberment of the Middle East, writes author

Belen Fernandez
www.aljazeera.com
Published Oct. 04

recent offering from

the New York Times

Opinion page is an

infographic titled

“How 5 Countries
Could Become 14”.

Featuring analysis by Robin
Wright—distinguished scholar at
the United States Institute of Peace
and the Wilson Center—it depicts
prospective divisions of Libya, Syr-
ia, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen
into territories with predictable
names like Sunnistan, Shiitestan,
Alawitestan, and Wahhabistan.

Despite the fixation with the
—stan suffix, there is no polity
called “Palestan”.

Ga10iill oledl paoll

In the article accompanying
the infographic, “Imagining a Re-
mapped Middle East”, Wright de-
clares the map of the modern Mid-
dle East to be “in tatters” thanks
to “Syria’s ruinous war” as well as
other factors:

“... [T]he centrifugal forces of ri-
val beliefs, tribes and ethnicities...
are also pulling apart a region de-
fined by European colonial powers
a century ago and defended by Arab
autocrats ever since”.

Wright acknowledges that Middle
Eastern borders were “initially de-
fined by imperial tastes and trade
rather than logic” and that subse-
quent “[rJeconfigured maps infuri-
ated Arabs who suspected foreign
plots to divide and weaken them all
over again”.

Of course, it’s difficult to argue
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that the Times’ blueprint for the
dismemberment of five countries
doesn’t smack of imperialist specu-
lation.

“Good Syria”, “Bad Syria”
Luckily for speculators, imperial-
ism’s contributions to conflictin the
Arab/Muslim world are generally
excised from Western mainstream
media discourse via a couple of
easy tricks.

One is to blame everything on an
alleged Muslim insistence on pro-
longing a 1,400-year squabble.

In a slightly hysterical September
column for the New York Times, for
example, foreign affairs columnist
Thomas Friedman outlined his pet
peeve regarding the debate on US
intervention in Syria:

“...[P]lease do spare me the lec-
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ture that America’s credibility is
at stake here. Really? Sunnis and
Shiites have been fighting since
the 7th century over who is the
rightful heir to the Prophet Mu-
hammad’s spiritual and political
leadership, and our credibility is
on the line? Really? Their civili-
sation has missed every big mod-
ern global trend—the religious
Reformation,democratisation,
feminism and entrepreneurial and
innovative capitalism—and our
credibility is on the line? I don’t
think so.”

Thanks to continuous media ad-
vertisements of purported Muslim
backwardness, any intrusions onto
the Middle Eastern map by the
West and its militaries are seen to
be civilising in nature. This is the
case even when said intrusions are
accompanied by instructions for
Iraqis to “Suck. On. This”—Fried-
man’s cultured pronouncement at
the start of the Iraq war.

Friedman has since toned down
his militant cheerleading in favour
of calmer remapping suggestions—
”Syria and Iraq will both likely de-
volve into self-governing, largely
homogeneous, ethnic and religious
units, like Kurdistan”—and impor-
tant anthropological discoveries
such as that the Swiss do not care
about Syria because a grocery shop
cashier in Bern has pink hair.

This naturally does not mean
that the newspaper of record has
withdrawn from the business of
blatant warmongering. In late Au-
gust, it hosted the headline “Bomb
Syria, Even if It Is Illegal”, whose
author made a similar argument in
a column for Al Jazeera.

Meanwhile, Times columnist
Nicholas Kristof—patron saint of
“humanitarian” intervention—has
augmented his pleas for missile
strikes on Syria by threatening that
a failure to strike amounts to “land-
ing on the wrong side of history”.

Were Kristof in charge of re-
drawing the Middle East, we might
find ourselves with a Syrian Arab
Republic divided into two autono-
mous regions: “Good Syria” and
“Bad Syria”. As Columbia Univer-
sity scholar Mahmood Mamdani
wrote in a 2007 essay for the Lon-
don Review of Books, the colum-
nist’s previous fervent campaign
for Western interference in Darfur
constituted:

“...the reduction of a complex
political context to a moral-
ity tale unfolding in a world
populated by villains and vic-
tims who never trade places
and so can always and easily be
told apart. It is a world where
atrocities mount geometrical-
ly, the perpetrators so evil and
the victims so helpless that the
only possibility of relief is a
rescue mission from the out-
side, preferably in the form of
a military intervention”.

Since Syria
and Iran are
apparently the
same country
on certain re-
gional maps,
all the more
reason to
break them up

Documenting Kristof’s wildly
fluctuating death tolls for Darfur,
Mamdani questions his “relative
silence” on the far more lethal vio-
lence in Congo, especially given
Kristof’s own admission that “[t]he
number of people killed in Darfur
so far is modest in global terms”.
According to Mamdani, one pos-
sible reason for the discrepancy is
that the Congolese militias “were
trained by America’s allies in the
region, Rwanda and Uganda”.

Syria = Iran

The question of how to deal with US
friends and foes in the Middle East,
meanwhile, has been handily re-
solved by Washington Post blogger

Jennifer Rubin, who in a Septem-
ber dispatch titled “Here’s a reso-
lution for you” drafted a proposed
replacement for a US congressional
resolution on Syria.

Rubin, who defines herself on
Twitter as a “friend of @Israel”, be-
gins her resolution with a series of
clauses:

“WHEREAS the United States

has vital national security con-

cerns at stake in the Middle

East;... WHEREAS the United

States cannot protect those in-

terests or the interests of allies

including Israel by disengaging
from the region;... WHERE-

AS the Assad regime has

used chemical weapons on its

own people multiple times;...

WHEREAS the United States

must not allow users of WMDs

to escape the consequences of
their actions or to disarm at
their leisure”.

It goes without saying that the
use of poisonous weapons by the
US and its @Israeli friend is exempt
from such ultimatums.

Having concluded the prelude to
her resolution, Rubin proceeds to
list its prescriptions, the first two of
which are:

“The president of the United
States shall be authorised to
use all necessary force against
Iran in the event it does not
halt all enrichment and allow
complete access to all facilities
to verify the discontinuation
and destruction of its nuclear
weapons facilities...

“It shall be the policy of the

United States to support free

peoples in Iran seeking to

change the regime and obtain

essential human rights and a

normalised relationship with

the West”.

Since Syria and Iran are appar-
ently the same country on certain
regional maps, all the more reason
to break them up.

Belen Fernandez is the author of
The Imperial Messenger: Thomas
Friedman at Work , released by
Verso in 2011. She is a member of
the Jacobin Magazine editorial
board, and her articles have ap-
peared in theLondon Review of
Books blog , Salon , The Baffler ,
Al Akhbar English and many other
publications.
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Embassy of India
Sana’a

TENDER NOTICE FOR VISA OUTSOURCING

contract will be finally awarded.

The Embassy of India in Sana’a intends to outsource its visa services and, seeks sealed quotation/bid (only in English) from
competent service providers in Yemen. Visa collection/delivery centres will have to be opened by the successful bidding company
at Sana'a, Aden, Taiz, Hodeidah, Mukalla and Ibb. The full details of the proposed outsourcing requirements are contained in the
two documents- (i) Request for Proposal and (ii) Invitation for Bids — which can be collected from the Embassy of India, Sana’a
(Near Y. Company, Off Hadda, Sana’a), Tel: 433631 & 433632; Fax: 433630 & E-mail: hoc@eoisanaa.org between 11.00 — 12.00
hrs. on any working day (Sunday to Thursday). These two documents can be sent by e-mail, on request, to bidding firms from
cities other than Sana’a. The sealed tenders, containing Technical and Financial Bids in two separate envelopes, should
be sent to or submitted at the Embassy on or before Sunday, 27th October, 2013. The tenders will be opened at the
Embassy premises at 12.00 hrs. on 3rd November, 2013 wherein a representative of each bidding company can be present.
Factors like the reputation of the bidding firms, their prior experience in the field so far, the facilities that they intend to provide at
the collection/delivery centres, service charges quoted by them etc. will be the key, in deciding the bidder, to whom the outsourcing
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ICG: Imposing settlement
on South will lead to
breakdown

Sadeq Al-Wesabi

recent report by the

International  Crisis

Group (ICG) said that

imposing a final settle-

ment for the Southern

Issue, even under conditions where

trust, legitimacy and consensus were

likely, would set-back the process,

strengthen the more militant South-

ern views and likely lead to blood-
shed.

The 32-page report, titled “Ye-

men’s Southern question: avoiding

a breakdown,” urged National Dia-
logue Conference (NDC) participants
and international partners to define
extended transitional agreements,
including a delay of the constitu-
tional referendum and upcoming
elections. It encouraged confidence-
building measures between the
North and South and inclusion of
Southern activists, especially Hirak
leaders, in ongoing negotiations on
the future state structure.

Political analyst and writer Abdul-
la Ali Sabri ruled out the possibility
of successfully forcing a final settle-

ment on the Southern Issue.

“It’s [clear] that forcing any solu-
tion on this critical issue will lead
to instability in the South and will
threaten the future of unity,” Sabri
said.

“Nobody inside the NDC talks
about the separation option. The
argument is only between the num-
ber of regions in a federal state,” he
added.

Popular calls for secession are in-
creasing in the South. Despite steps
taken to tackle grievances—such as
job restorations—many southerners

PALM YEMEN Itd. Company

Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Job Vacancy Announcement

Palm Yemen is looking for an experienced Accounting Payable Clerk to start
immediately. Must be able to work Excel spreadsheets, computerized accounting
systems, knowledge of balance sheet profit and loss statements and be fluent in
speaking and understanding English.

Bachelor degree in accounting is a positive selection factor.

Interested Qualified applicants can send CV to HR.Recruiter@palmyemen.com

Deadline: October 10t 2013. Only the short list will be contacted to attend the interview.

Kirobo Utters His First Words from Outer Space

TOYOTA developed robot astronaut with voice capabilities
to participate in the world's first conversation
with a human being in outer space

In 1961 Yuri Gagarin becamea the first man to speak in outer space. Fifty-two years later,

Toyota has helped give a voice to the first robol astronaut to utter words while orbiting the

earth,

The Toyola robot asironaut Kiroba's historic first words reflected the importance of its
1B-month mission: “0On August 21, 2013, a robol ook ong small slep lowards a brighter

Toyota Motar Corporation provided Kirobo's voice recognition software and plans to use
experience gained from the orbital experimeants to Improve the range of interactive
conversation lechnologies il usas in ils aulomotive and personal rebolic assislance
producls.

Kirobo left earth on August 4 following the successful launch of an H-1IB rocket from
Tanegashima Space Centre in Japan. Sitting on top of the launch vehicle was Kounotor
4, a Japanese cargo vehicle conlaining the 34em robol. Afler six days in orbil, Kounolor
4 docked with the International Spacs Station (155).

Kirobo will be joined by Japanese astronaul Koichi Wakata later this year. Wakata will
arrive on Expedition 38 to becomea the first Japanese astronaut to assume command of the
orbiting space station. Once on board, at an orbiting

altitude of nearly 250 miles above earth, Commander

Wakata will take part in the first conversation held

between a human being and robot in space.

The plannad conversation will take place in the

Japanese Experiment Module, nicknamead "Kibo"

after the word for hope in Japanese.

Kirnobo and his earth-bound "brother’. Mirata,

are two humanod communication robots

developed under the Kibo Robot Project,

a joint research project between Dentsu Inc,

the Unmversity of Tokyo's Research Centre for

Advanced Science and Technology, Robo Garage

o, and Toyota Motor Corporation. The project is

also extensively assisted by the Japan Aerospace

Exploration Agency {JAXA).

http:/ fwwwevoutube.comy/watch#v=cveh3 - pOFCH)

Mrc | B

WWW.Tayolayemen.com

yafanews.net

commemorate the end of British rule and to call for secession.

have not recognized the efforts as
significant steps, and maintain that
separation is their only choice.

The Southern Issue is considered
the prevailing issue at the NDC.
Many Southerners say, however,
that Southern representatives to the
NDC do not represent them.

“How can we accept the outcomes
of the conference [when the] Hirak
movement was excluded from it?”
said Mokhtar Ali, a Southern Move-
ment member. “The NDC doesn’t
represent the majority of Southern-
ers who are determined to gain in-
dependence,” Ali claimed.

He confirmed the findings of the
ICG and said that a final settlement
cannot be imposed on the South.
“The North must realize that South-
erners are determined to secede,” he
said. “Without it (separation), the
situation in the south will deterio-
rate.”

Ali said Southerners do not care
about NDC outcomes because the
“conference is limited to traditional,

tribal and military Southern powers
that [now] live in the North.”

The South is expected to witness
mass demonstrations commemorat-
ing the 50 th anniversary of the 14
October Revolution, when South-
erners ended British rule.

“People from [all] Southern gov-
ernorates [are going to] swarm into
Aden [to] call for secession,” Ali pre-
dicted. “They feel that this federal-
ism idea is a trap.”

However, Southern NDC repre-
sentative Khaled Abdul-Wahed told
the Yemen Times that the ICG’s re-
port was off-tune.

“Such reports try to create crises
from nothing,” he said. “They rely
on Hirak members for information
which is not [based on the] truth.”

Abdul-Wahed said international
reports on the South are often based
on misleading information, and
therefore, are often inaccurate. As
for Hirak, “they have no clear visions
for the country,” he said.

“We’ve been working for more

than six months to reach an agree-
ment and we [want] to resolve the
Southern Issue [by concensus],” he
added.

Calls for secession are not popu-
lar with the international commu-
nity, but many Southerners are not
phased. The ICG says there has been
progress these past two years.

“For the past two years, Yemeni
politics has been guided by an im-
perfect transition agreement that,
for now at least, has averted vio-
lence, initiated a political process
and made some progress on substan-
tive issues,” said April Aleey, senior
analyst for the Arabian Peninsula for
the International crisis Group.

The ICG is calling for more time
and work, saying they are needed to
create a “broad-based solution ac-
ceptable to most Northerners and
Southerners alike.”

ICG is non-profit organization
working through field-based analy-
sis and advocacy to prevent and re-
solve deadly conflict.

INTRODUCTION

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Yemen Monitoring and Evaluation Project (YMEP) invites Yemeni Nationals to apply for the position below.

Title: Outreach and Communications Specialist
Duration of Assignment: Full-time Position
Duty Station: Sana’a, Yemen with travel throughout Yemen

The Yemen Monitoring and Evaluation Project (YMEP) is a multi year project that is designed to provide
independent third party monitoring of donor-financed development projects and interventions in Yemen. It is
implemented in Yemen by International Business and Consultants Inc. (IBTCI).

We are seeking an Outreach and Communications Specialist (OCS) to work with YMEP staff as well as with donors
to develop and implement specific activities in this area as outlined below.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
The OCS is responsible for supporting, strengthening and augmenting the outreach and communications of
YMEP.
1. Planning and development: In consultation with the client, the OC specialist will develop an Outreach and
Communication Strategy and Action Plan, and an overall timetable.
2. Event Coordination: Duties related to event coordination will include, but not be limited to:
e Organize and conduct workshops, conferences and seminars to disseminate activity and impact results and
progress.
« Leverage other events such as speaking engagements, graduations, and activity launches.
«  Work with implementing partners and the client staff to create and implement an events calendar.
3. Communications:
« Draft features stories and narratives to tell “Transforming Lives Stories” both in English and in Arabic of
people who have received assistance.
e Undertake site visits, conduct interviews with beneficiaries and implementers and attend public events and
activities to collect stories, take photographs and videos of activities.
« Build and maintain relationships with the local media, and work to encourage local media to report on
development assistance success stories, particularly from a human interest perspective.
» Prepare information packages including human interest stories and photographs to disseminate as part of
a coordinated outreach campaign.
4. Translations: will include but are not limited to:
« Arabic approved written documents used for outreach and communications work.
« Key outreach materials, such as newsletters, brochures, fact sheets, and reports and support with
production of these materials.
5. Media monitoring and analysis: including digital and social media.
6. Interpretation: serve as an interpreter as needed.

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS:

Undergraduate degree in a related field such as journalism or communications.

At least three years of professional writing experience or event coordination or a combination of both.

Level IV fluency in both oral and written English and Arabic is desired, at least Level IIT in English.

Former working experience with international development organizations is highly desirable.

Knowledge and familiarity with Yemeni media and communication networks, including web based.

Strong written and oral communication in English and Arabic. Use of Microsoft products including Word

(required), Excel and PowerPoint (preferred).

» Skilled in accessing, using and understanding social media.

« Anpleasant personality, tact and courtesy in dealing with Government of Yemen officials, partners and
recipients is required.

«  Good organizational skills are required.

« Open to Yemeni nationals and non-nationals residing in Yemen;

« Qualified women are strongly urged to apply.

Please send your cover letter, a detailed CV and 3 references by email to HRYMEP@YAHOO.COM Responses
will only be made to shortlisted candidates. The deadline for receiving applications is October 24th, 2013 by 5 pm.
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NDC youth member:

Political isolation “recognizes
the immunity law, while the
revolution refuses it”

The NDC Good Governance Working Group endorsed a po-
litical isolation proposal on September 19 for all officials
granted immunity, including former President Ali Abdulla
Saleh, under the Gulf Cooperative Council (GCC) Initiative.

Ninety percent of the group’s members voted for the pro-
posal in a controversial session.

The constitutional specific ratified by the Good Gover-
nance Working Group calls for the political isolation for of-
ficials given immunity under Gulf Initiative.

General People’s Congress (GPC) representatives with-
drew from the session in protest of the constitutional spe-
cific related to the immunity law and the political isolation
law. The passage of the laws could result in prosecution for
Saleh and other GPC members for violations committed

during Saleh’s 33-year-rule, and in particular, for violations
during the 2011 uprising.

Change Square youth have been demanding the abolition
of immunity and the passage of a political isolation law since
the signing of the Gulf Initiative two years ago.

What are the consequences of approving the political iso-
lation law? Who are the parties affected or benefiting from
the law? Doesn’t it contradict the immunity law on which
Saleh stepped out? Is the political isolation law a result of
the increasing political tensions in the country?

Khalid Al-Anesi, a leading figure of the youth revolution,
explains.

Interview and photo by Mohammed Al-Hasani

As a human rights activist,
can you give a simple descrip-
tion for political isolation?
Political isolation is a disciplin-
ary punishment for committing
certain crimes. It’s supposed to
be based on legal prosecution that
prevents people who had commit-
ted those crimes from certain po-
litical practices, such as accepting
a public appointment. It’s a legal
idea that exists in the law and com-
pliments the given punishment of a
crime. It aims to isolate the person
from certain political spheres.

Does political isolation con-
tradict the immunity law?

Political isolation is not yet a law, it
is a proposal for a constitutional ar-
ticle involving those who received
immunity. Generally, the proposal

Package Includes:

» Welcome Drink upon arrival

For Reservation contact:

Tel: 2 272072
reservation@coral-aden.com
info@coral-aden.com
Shabnam@coral-aden.com
sales@coral-aden.com

Enjoy Eid A1 Adha at
CORAL ADEN HOTEL

With Special Rates:

appears to be pro-revolution, but
I have several objections to it. It
recognizes the immunity law while
the revolution refuses it.

Even if I agreed to make a politi-
cal deal where the former regime
can obtain the wealth it looted, the
revolution would not accept it. It
still it contradicts the revolution’s
principals and aims of recovering
the wealth stolen by the former re-
gime and its allies and to address
the grievances of those whose
rights were violated. The idea may
seem politically nice but it can’t be
accepted from the perspective of
the revolution and human rights
activists because it accepts immu-
nity--it’s based on canceling pun-
ishment and accountability for the
committed violations.
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You said political isolation
completes immunity. What do
you mean?
The source of immunity and politi-
cal isolation is the Gulf Initiative.
The initiative gave immunity to the
ousted president and his allies who
were involved with him during his
rule, and it never prohibited those
who had benefited from immunity
from future political office. Actual-
ly, there is no need for a new article
on isolation because gaining im-
munity for political crimes results
in political isolation, according to
Yemeni law. But the state is weak,
so an argument can be made that
the building of these laws and in-
stitutions, even if they already ex-
ist, is a matter of taking the revolu-
tion and its principles seriously.
The ousted regime has roots and
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members in the reconciliation gov-
ernment, so there was a need for
a legal article because demand-
ing immunity means admitting
political crimes. The prosecution
of these political crimes results in
political isolation. Moreover, I'm
against passing more laws to iso-
late people from politics. Those
who've committed crimes should
be prosecuted and banned from
politics based on these judicial
violations. Immunity must be an-
nulled and people accused of com-
mitting crimes must be brought to
trial. Legal verdicts can then be
issued to politically isolate those
who have been convicted. We don’t
want governments to play politics
and simply use these sort of laws as
an opportunity to punish former
governments.

Did the youth of the NDC pro-
pose the political isolation
bill?

Yes they did. However, the issue
isn’t about who proposed it. Any
NDC component can present a pro-
posal.

But some people question the
[timing] of this political isola-
tion proposal

Personally I believe there is a po-
litical dispute, but it’s unfair to
say that the dispute motivated the
political isolation proposal. There
were early talks. There was a dis-
agreement on the implementation
of the Gulf Initiative, a committee
was supposed to be formed to illus-
trate this disagreement but it was
aborted.

Why?

In order not to focus on the point
that immunity includes political
isolation, as I believe it does.

Do you want to include fur-
ther information about the
timing of the political isola-
tion proposal?

Yes. Ideas can be presented as long
as the NDC is ongoing...in princi-
ple, but personally, I believe there
is a political disagreement between
President Abdu Rabu Mansur Hadi
and former President Saleh. It’s
related to authority [and power]
within the GPC. In general, politi-
cal isolation received support. The
idea was presented earlier by revo-
lutionaries, but now it’s a political
matter between Saleh and Hadi.

You mean that isolation [was
proposed] to [increase ten-
sions] between Hadi and
Saleh?

I think it was pure coincidence,
more of a forgotten card [up their
sleeves] as it already existed that
Saleh was to be granted immunity
on the condition that he ends his
political career and leaves GPC’s
leadership. Though, it’s clear that
political parties have figured out
that Saleh’s presence in the politi-
cal scene will hinder change and
that he is trying to create disorder.

Generally,
the proposal
appears

to be pro-
revolution,
but I have
several
objections
toit. It
recognizes
the immunity
law while the
revolution
refuses it

Some say that Hadi used the
isolation card against Saleh.
Do you think so?

Perhaps, but as I said earlier, the
seed has been planted since Saleh
was granted immunity. It’s been
pushed for by revolutionary youth.
They didn’t intend to give up on
their colleagues who had been
killed during the revolution. Yet,
the revolution rejected the Gulf
Initiative and its immunity clause,
so calling for political isolation is
way of legitimizing what the revo-
lution refused, because it acknowl-
edges immunity.

The main
thing is we
don’t want
the revolution
involved in
these political
disputes
between Hadi
and Saleh
within the
GPC

Don’t you think that this role
(seeking office) is appropri-
ate, given the former presi-
dent’s continued prominence
and involvement in the politi-
cal scene.

He was ousted.

But didn’t he step-down vol-
untarily?

There was a revolution recog-
nized by the entire world. Did he
step down voluntarily? Did he
step aside when people took to the
streets? Did he step aside because
he felt he was no longer able to
rule? The main thing is we don’t
want the revolution involved in
these political disputes between
Hadi and Saleh within the GPC.
Our involvement should only be in
ending Saleh’s political role in the
country more broadly.

Aren’t you afraid political
parties will exploit you?

This is Saleh’s line of thinking, his
logic. He used to say that the youth
were exploited and that the move-
ment that brought down his gov-
ernment was not the youth—that
the movement had been hijacked.

But you said that, on one
hand, the youth introduced
the isolation proposal, and on
the other hand, that Hadi was
using it as a political tool to
pressure Saleh.

I stand by my statement. I don’t
want to make too many judge-
ments, this is a professional matter
and I have to be more clear, more
accurate about my expressions.
Yes, this may be a political matter,
but personally, I am against politi-
cal isolation because I am against
immunity—it contradicts the ide-
als of the revolution. The idea of
isolation is nice, but is was suppose
to be in the frame of a legal pun-
ishment, not means that could be
used for retaliation. We don’t want
a repeat of what happened in Iraq
with the Ba’ath Party or in Egypt
with the National Party. We want
political isolation to be a legal mea-
sure based on a [fair] trial.

We don’t want it to be a political
tool, a way to exclude a certain po-
litical party from the scene. At the
same time, we should recognize
that not everyone that is backing
political isolation has cynical in-
tentions. They probably wanted
to spare the country from Saleh’s
troubles, but they neglected to re-
alize that they were, in turn, recog-
nizing the legitimacy of immunity
and letting off the hook those that
have stolen large amounts of mon-
ey from the country. Revolution-
aries and human rights activists
can’t accept this. We will also not
accept political isolation as a tool
of conflict. We want it to be a tool
of justice.

Translated by Bassam Abdulaziz
and Khalid Alkarimi
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Freedom from fear and the post-MDG agenda

IRIN

First Published Sept. 24
eroin from Af-
ghanistan, the
world’s largest

producer, is sent

across the border
to Tajikistan and then on to Rus-
sia, the world’s largest consumer.
Methamphetamines are sent from
Benin via Egypt to Japan. Contain-
ers of Andean cocaine are shipped
from Brazil to West Africa, where
Nigerian smugglers then re-export
the drugs to Western Europe. Mi-
grants from Ethiopia and Somalia
are smuggled to Yemen and Saudi
Arabia.

Organized crime groups, often
working with the compliance of
governments, present a growing
threat to citizens in fragile states.
While casualties from armed con-
flict are reaching a historical low
of approximately 50,000 a year ac-
cording to research in 2012, little
has been done to effectively com-
bat the threat of organized crime
groups around the world.

As the U.N. looks past the Mil-
lennium  Development  Goals’
(MDGs) 2015 deadline, many are
calling for the inclusion of security
and justice targets in the post-2015
agenda and a reframing of the cur-
rent transnational crime discourse.
Human rights organizations argue
that “freedom from fear” and the
tackling of organized crime are not
just a personal security issue, but a
development problem as well.

What is freedom from fear?
Freedom from fear requires “a state
that has monopoly of legitimate
violence,” Stephen Ellis, senior
researcher at the African Studies
Centre, University of Leiden, told
IRIN. “It’s a modern, liberal con-
cept of what a good state really is.”

The 1994 Human Development
Report broadly defined human se-
curity as “freedom from fear and
freedom from want.” Although the
phrase has roots going back to the
Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,
this report instigated
serious debate about
human security and
its connections to hu-
man development.

In their think
piece for the UN sys-
tem task team on the
post-2015 UN devel-
opment agenda last
year, the Office of the
High Commissioner
on Human Rights
(OHCHR) argued
that “a new develop-
ment paradigm is
called for, directed
to securing freedom
from fear and want
for all, without dis-
crimination”.

“Posing ques-
tions about what constitutes fear
for whom and in what contexts is
likely to sharpen our analytical un-
derstanding of the conflicts of in-
terest that generate fear in the first
place” Adam Edwards, director of
the Cardiff University Center for
Crime, Law and Justice, told IRIN.
This can help to then draft policies
to combat these fears.

But not everyone believes that
the terminology is suited to mean-
ingful action. “In the abstract, it’s
impossible not to have fear,” Des-
mond Arias, associate professor
at George Mason University, told
IRIN. “Even in a relatively safe
society, you have fear. It’s good to
have a modest amount of fear.”

“I'm not sure that it’s a useful
concept,” Vanda Felbab-Brown, se-
nior fellow at the Brookings Insti-
tution, told IRIN. “Freedom from
fear is completely unrealistic, but
also very absolutist.” Therefore, it

© Guy Oliver/IRIN

You need
to have
human
security
in a way
that binds
citizens
with the
state.

Madagascar’s security apparatus, which comprises the army, the gendarmerie and police, is struggling to combat bandits known

as dahalo.

is impossible to actually achieve.
“The phrasing I would like to see
is enhancing human security and
strengthening the bond between
citizens and governments,” she
said.

Fear and development
Organized crime plays a massive
role in any debate about human
security or freedom from fear. But
James Cockayne, head of the Unit-
ed Nations University office in New
York,alsoargues,
“It’'s important
to not lose sight
of the freedom
from want side.”
He told IRIN,
“Unpacking the
relationship be-
tween organized
crime, violence
and development
-the want part, is
quite complex.”

“Many crimi-
nal groups will
provide services
to the commu-
nity,” said Coc-
kayne, meaning
that understand-
ing freedom
from want and
the link between
crime and devel-
opment is crucial. Spending part of
their funds from criminal activities
to support development is a meth-
od crime groups use to gain accep-
tance in their towns and villages,
according to Emmanuel Kwesi An-
ing, director of the Faculty of Aca-
demic Affairs and Research at the
Kofi Annan International Peace-
keeping Training Centre. In many
parts of West Africa, “they per-
ceive them not as criminals but as
developmentalists,” he told IRIN.
“It’s not just an issue of crime. It’s
not just an issue of human security.
It’s an issue of development.”

Not everyone agrees, however,
that drug dealers and criminal
groups are funneling the money
back into the community. “A sig-
nificant amount of drug money is
going into the political campaign
funds of politicians,” said Ellis. “T
can’t see any evidence that it’s go-
ing into schools and roads.”

Mislabelling transnational
organized crime

Some of this confusion, as well the
belief that transnational organized
crime is growing, arises from the
fact that in recent years, “certain
types of behaviors which were pre-
viously called by other names are
now being called transnational or-
ganized crime,” said Ellis. “A lot of
the behavior sometimes involving
huge amounts of fraud used to be
called things like patrimonialism,
bribery, corruption.”

West Africa was used as a transit
point for heroin to the US as early
as 1952, according to research by
Ellis, and smugglers have been fer-
rying counterfeit and illicit goods
in the region for a very long time.
“Twenty years ago, they didnt
smuggle cocaine,” Ellis said, and
they were seen as less dangerous to
international peace and stability,
partly because the connection to
extremist Islamic groups and glob-
al terrorism did not exist then.

Beyond a purely semantic shift,
there are serious dangers in misla-
beling acts of transnational orga-
nized crime and in broadening the
definition to include everything
from terrorism and illicit substance
smuggling to corruption. Doing so
characterizes a wide set of actors
as criminals, pushing them to the
outskirts of society.

Organized crime “is a problem-
atic label. Tt carries a lot of baggage
and leads us to a law enforcement
response, which is necessary but
not sufficient,” said Cockayne. He
believes it erodes the willingness
of the international community
and other actors to engage with
these groups, many of whom are
also providing goods and services
to the community.

Militarized approaches, such as
in Latin America’s “war on drugs”,
have failed to end the problem, ex-
perts argue. “While you stop the
particular criminals, you don’t
stop the crimes,” said Arias, the
George Mason professor. The sys-
temic, deep-rooted issues that cre-
ate conditions conducive to crime
go unaddressed.

One estimate puts the annual
cost of the war on drugs at over
US$100 billion. During the six-

year tenure of Mexican president
Felipe Calderon, approximately
60,000 people were killed as a re-
sult of the drug war, not including

EID is important i
Family are important
Al-Bustan is important m

the thousands who went missing.

Local yet global
Crime groups can be character-

ized as simultaneously deeply
local and extremely global. On
one hand, large drug cartels and
criminal groups work across con-
tinents very effectively, moving il-
licit goods around the world. But in
many respects, this same trade is
also highly local.

“What you have is not a single or-
ganized enterprise that is doing it,
but a series of interlinked networks
that are operating across multiple
countries,” said Arias.

“It is important not to see trans-
national organized groups as some-
thing different to local organized
crime groups. It’s the networks
that matter,” said Jonathan Spen-
cer, director of the Criminal Justice
Research Unit at the University of
Manchester. This means that the
response needs to focus on tack-
ling the transnational networks
- those that go between organized
crime groups - as well combating
organized crime locally.

Tackling transnational orga-
nized crime

Experts argue that, in the first in-
stance, strengthening police forces
is vital. “Particularly in countries
like many of those in Africa, where
states do not have a monopoly of
violence, states should be helped
to acquire a monopoly of violence,”
said Ellis.

“You need to have permanent po-
lice forces that are focused on the
well-being of the community,” said
Felbab-Brown. Simple grassroots
measures such as street policing,
she argues, are vital stepping-
stones towards reducing the power
of crime networks and controlling
violence.
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An ambitioius man, holding BA in
English, two years of experience
in administration ncluding
secretary, translation and
coordination, ready to utilize
acquired experiences in any
vacant position that suits.
770658490

Bachelor degree in English

language, 2 years experience in
teaching, good dealing with
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computer and internet. To contact/
772663229

»  Sanal Venugopal, B. Com

graduate, one year work
experience in banking industry.
737436520

»  Specialized tutor able to give

private lessons in Marths, Arabic,
English and Science for 4-9
classes state's school.
734680597.

» A teacher of math, physics,

chemistry and biology in English

Coupon for Free Classified Ads.
(All Personal Ads All Free of Cost)

seeks a job. 735694439

»  Male, bachelor in press and
media, good written and spoken
English, computer literate, seeks
to work only in the aftrnoon. Aden,
735869554

»  Bachelor degree in English,
expeience in teaching and dealing
with different levels. Ready for
tutions, low rate and excellent
teaching. 713481271.

»  Bachelor in English. Diploma in
computer, experience in
marketing, seking a job in a
company or a factory. 733576664

»  Recycling of papers and plastics
consultant for training workshop of
almost 20 kinds of products.
711701322

»  Excellent English, logistic and
operation experiences,
administrative skills, internet skills.
esaamhamadi@gmail.com,
739882744

»  Maged Mohammed, Dental
Technician-experience for 8years,
Diploma of technical conditioning
& cooling, Connect:773899026 /
700215989

& s

»  English teacher for Grade 5 to 9
KG English teacher (female) at
least 2 years experience.
773744704 or 415309

Rainbow school is seeking female
teachers for Maths, English and
Science for elementary grades.
Should have Fauclty of Education
Bachelor's, experience not less
thn 2 years, fluent in English.
733811430, 424433, 414026

@) owers

Iphone 5 in good condition, from
US, black color, GSM compatible
$550 or BO. 773691845

»  Abdulmalik Marsh Al-Nageeb has
lost his passport No. 04861865. If
found, kindly call 711055811 or
772249199

»  Guitar Coaching. Like to learn
music? Interested in playing guitar
than listening? Like to add music
to your life? Please contact t_
johnyy@hotmail.com. Mobile
734255088
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I For more info. call 268661/2/3 I White plays and wins in the 3rd move
S -
CAC Bank 01 563813 Movenpick Hotel 01 546666 Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
Al-Amal Bank 01449731 | couriErs | Fax: 01546000 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225 [ winisTRES |
Qatar International Bank  01-517544 ) Sheba Hotel 01 272372 Sana’a International School Tel: 01 37019172
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction rpres Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Fax 370193 Presidency 01-290200
and Development 01-271601 Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626 Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 International Turkish Schools 01-419330-1, Prime Minister 01-490 800
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506 Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04 205 780 Mercure Hotel 01-212544 737999199 Ministry of Public Works and Highways
Calyon Bank 01-274371 Shammar Hotel 01-418546 Taiz 205593 01-545132
United Bank Limited 01-407540 USP 01-416751 Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14 Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901 DHL 01 441096/7/8 Shahran Hotel 01-417320 Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Yemen and Kuwait Bank Manarat Schools 01-410011 Research 01-535031
for Trade and Investment 01-209451 Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Miisty of Cullure 01274640
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance
199, Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Al-Nada Center for General Services UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555 01-294579
Telephone enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Budget Tel: 01 309618 / Tel: 967 1431339 Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610 Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs 506372 Fax: 431340 Free Number: 800 55 55 Happy Land supermarket 01-444424 Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Fax: 01240958 alnada2@yemen net.ye 01-282963
Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication Europe Car Tel: 01 270751 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.) Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism Fax: 01 270804 01 531221/531231 Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476 01-262809
254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent Hartz Sana'a: 01 440309 Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905 Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6 Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
203131/3, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227 Aden: 02 245625 ‘World Link 01 444550/441935 Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English- Ministry of Public Health and Population
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126 Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13 French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish- 01-252211
m Mas Fright International 01-429671 Aden: 255668 Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea- Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division Taiz:240927/34 Ambaric. Tel: 01-240515 Ministry of Industry and Trade =~ 01-235462
Continental Airline 278668/283082 & SPARE PARTS 01-441126 Hodeidah: 219545/8 Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Egypt Air 273452/275061 Sas Cargo Services Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Gulf Air FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 01-472192/3 Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
440922 MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 ‘World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929 5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280 Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5 NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 01-202309
Royal Jordanian Sana’a: 400269 m Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 02-221270 Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
01 446064/5/8 OPEL / GM 203075 272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Falcon Holidays 444118 Ministry of Transport 01-260900
SUZUKI 02 - 346000 Modern German Hospital ~ 600000/602008 Taiz: 250345, Mukalla: 304292, Falcon Business Center 446250 Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
“ TOYOTA 445362/3 E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889 Hodeidah: 261839/17 Al-Nasim Travel 270750 Ministry of Communications and
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87 Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60 Information Technology 01-331460
Q Yemen Gulf Bank  Tel. 967-1-260823 Hadda Hospital 01 412981 Aman Insurance 01-214093 Qadas Fly 01-280777 Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Fax:260824 Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66 Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2 Ministry of Information 01-274008
02 - 270347 AND INSTITUTES Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765 Fax: 448339 Ministry of Planning and
fax 02 - 237824 Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936 m International Cooperation 01-250101
Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000 Ministry of Education 01-252732
Tel. 264775, Infinit Education 01-444553 Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283 American World University, Rep. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
264702. NIIT Quality Computer Education207025/26 Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333 Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Fax. 264703, British Institute for languages & Computer Azal Hospital 01-200000 Tel: 01 505290 733061203 Fax: 535702 Ministry of Finance 01-260365
503350 266222 - Fax: 514755 01 266375 University of Applied and Social Science Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Yemeni Banks: YALI 01-448039 Fax:01 267619 Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441, Ministry of Water and Environment
Central Bank 274314/1 ALTI 01-274221 m Aden: 234533 / 234960 01-418289
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224 Exceed 01-537871 Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2 Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
Fax: 277291 MALI 01-441036 L'AZURDE suites hotel ~ 01-432020/30/40 m Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030 Horizon 01-448573 Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2 Alandalus University Tel:675567
Arab Bank 01 276585/2 Sheraton Hotel 01 237500 Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433 Fax:675885
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Freedom
from fear
and the post-
MDG agenda

In the long term, creating strong
institutions and getting citizens to
play an active role within the state is
crucial. “You try to move the coun-
try toward realizing that they need
more people involved in govern-
ment and decision-making,” said
Davin O’Regan, research associate

at the Africa Center for Strategic
Studies, who considers democratic
reforms fundamental to tackling
organized crime. “We need to focus
on legitimacy.”

But building these institutions
can be very complicated in coun-
tries with high levels of organized
crime. “There is a lot of enmeshing
between criminality and political
networks,” said Felbab-Brown.

There is a collaborative role for
civil society to play, helping govern-
ments build effective policy. “Really
strong state-society collaborations
have helped you get better policing,”
said Arias. It gets communities in-
volved, making them stakeholders.
“You need to have human security
in a way that binds citizens with the
state,” Felbab-Brown said.

However, simply improving citi-
zen welfare is not the answer to
tackling organized crime. The his-
tory of organized crime shows that,
in many instances, groups margin-
alized by society and afforded less
access to opportunity are more
likely to form criminal gangs. In
the US “in the twenties, it came out
of, one, prohibition and, two, mass
immigra[tion],” said Arias. “You
have this large population that
doesn’t necessarily speak English
well and is marginalized for reli-
gious reasons.”

Therefore, tackling organized
crime and violence may be less
about raising overall socio-eco-
nomic standards than it is about
ensuring that all segments of soci-
ety feel equally included. “Poverty
alone isn’t an explanation for these
activities,” said Arias.

The UN and post-2015 agenda
“While the interconnections be-
tween security, justice and devel-
opment are accepted in principle
at the highest levels, there are con-
siderable disagreements about how
they might be practically inserted
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into the process,” Robert Muggah,
research director and program
coordinator for violence reduction
at the Igarapé Institute, wrote in a
background paper prepared for an
expert meeting to review the Ac-
countability Framework for Con-
flict, Violence and Disaster for the
Post-2015 Development Agenda in
June.

A post-2015 development agenda
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has the virtue of being able to set
specific targets - in particular to
reduce violence, which will like-
ly also reduce the rate of crime
and people’s perceptions of fear.
“Measurable targets might include
“halving violent deaths” or “im-
proving perceptions of safety for
all”, wrote Muggah in a paper pre-
pared for the UN Office for Drugs
and Crime. But, he said, the exact
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provisions of the targets would be
less important than ensuring that
they are specific, ambitious and de-
fensible.

Although linking development
and crime is crucial, the interna-
tional community needs to be very
careful about how these programs
are implemented. Paradoxically,
providing aid and resources can
entrench crime networks. “Simply
putting in money is then a rent - a
resource for politicians, gangs, to
access,” said Felbab-Brown. “We
need to be thinking about socio-
economic development from the
perspective of criminality.”

But the focus should not just be
on developing countries, where the
illicit goods are being created, and
transferred across. “The fact that
there is law-breaking on a global
scale, and that this is possible
through the global financial sys-

tem, is a major problem,” said El-
lis. Political elites, drug cartels and
leaders of crime groups “can laun-
der money through international
banks very easily.” So in addition
to strengthening fragile states,
there is a need to stop the profits
of illicit trade from being banked
worldwide.

Muggah considers security and
justice to be standalone principles
worth preserving. “They are rights,
enshrined in international norms
and rules, to which all citizens are
entitled,” he said. “While there are
legitimate political sensitivities as-
sociated with the two themes, there
is growing acceptance that security
and justice warrant a prominent
place in the post-2015 development
agenda.

Republished with permission from
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