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Despite illegality, fireworks
market flourishes

A market in DarAsslam area near the old city that is famous for selling fireworks.

Authorities can’t seem to
end fireworks use, de-
spite noise and visibility

Story by Sara Al-Zawqari
Photos by Sina Al-Qubatti

Sanaa’s dark nights have been lit
during the past few months from a
source other than electricity. Fire-
works have been filling the sky, ran-
domly dispersed around the city. If
one misses these lights and sights in
the sky, one cannot miss the sound
of these fireworks, often mistaken
for gunfire.

Use of fireworks increases dur-
ing Eid and wedding seasons, and
though they are intended as a form
of celebration, they have resulted
in many casualties. There are many
kinds of fireworks available in local
markets, however, most of them do

not come with instructions, and if
they do, they are often in Chinese or
Afrikaans.

Samer Mohammed lost his right
index finger during a wedding last
summer when a firework exploded
in his hand.

“When one of my friends
gave me fireworks [and asked
me] to light them up, I did
not know how to [use] them,”
he said. Samer tried to use
the instructions but did not
understand the language.

“I thought it was going to
fly up to the sky, but it didn’t,”
he said, hands in his pocket.

Eid is the ultimate time to
do all your fireworks shop-
ping. Abu Jamal owns a small
fireworks shop in Bab Al-Ye-
men and eagerly awaits Eid,
when he sells three times the
typical amount of fireworks.
His supplies range from
small things that pop to fire-
works that sound
like a bomb just
went off.

Though fire-
works are prohib-
ited by law, this is
a rule the public
does not follow.

Hassan Al Ja-
mal and his friend
gather in the Old
City to celebrate
events  together
by seting off fire-
works.

“People shoot
guns into the sky

during weddings and Eid. When
compared to the [damage done by]
guns, there is no comparison. The
ban [on fireworks] is illogical,” he
said.

Interior Ministry media spokes-
person Mohammed Al Mawry em-

phasized the fact that Yemeni law
prohibits everything that disturbs
the public order, and said that fire-
works fall under this category.

Yemeni authorities have seized
large quantities of smuggled fire-
works at the borders. While the
Yemeni government
tries to rein in smug-
gled fireworks, man-
ufacturing plants
have been discovered
in the capital, Sana’a.
Al-Mawry said that
the authorities shut
down two factories
in Wadi Dahr in Sep-
tember alone.

There are no desig-
nated areas for people
to use fireworks so
people use them on
the streets, light them
from roofs, and from
their cars. Though
the law clearly calls
for punishment for
those who sell or use
fireworks, authorities
often have the perpe-
trators promise not
to do it again. Pun-
ishments are typical-
ly doled out to sellers
and manufacturers
only.

Security  analyst
Saleh Asbahy said
the reason behind
the spread of fire-
works in Yemen is a
combination of the
unstable political
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situation and the lack of awareness
on the dangers of fireworks. Addi-
tionally, reigning-in the shooting of
guns in the air during weddings had
led people to replace bullets with
fireworks.

“Fireworks are [less dangerous]
than bullets, but they are not the
only substitute. There are safer
alternatives that do not result in
[dangerous injuries and deaths],”
Asbahy said. Authorities should also
consult with neighborhood Aagels,
or ‘the wise ones’, he said.

They are well-respected and are
considered representatives of the
government, Asbahy said.

Bait Boss resident Abdul Wahab
Taher furiously complains about his
neighbors’ use of fireworks.

“We can’t sleep at night from all
the noise. It’s as though they’re cel-
ebrating a wedding everyday of the
week. If [the authorities] wanted to
catch them, they could easily do so.
It’s not as though fireworks were in-
visible or quiet,” Taher said.
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tall and elegant

young woman wan-

ders around the room

covered with large

photographs. The
artist stops and observes one of the
pictures placed on the yellow stone-
wall.

“This picture symbolizes one of
my best memories. It was the next
day after the attack on the Boston
marathon,” recalls the young wom-
an. “People were hugging each oth-
er. It was nice and the scene could
have happened anywhere. Human-
ity really transcends borders.”

Thana Farougq is a 23 year-old Ye-
meni artist and photographer who
recently returned to Yemen after
studying in the U.S. Her photo ex-
hibit, Street life in the moment, is
hosted by the Raufa Hassan gallery
in Sana’a, and shows a series of her
pictures taken in Boston, Morocco
and in Yemen.

The young woman then sits in
one of the gallery’s wicker arm-
chairs, and shares her love for art
explaining that it is a passion since
her childhood.

“T have always been passionate by
colors and went to the few art exhib-
its happening in Yemen, even when
I was 10 years old,” says Thana.

At the age of 16, Thana was
granted a scholarship to finish high
school in Canada. It was the first
time she got the opportunity to
study art. She began studying pho-
tography and later organized her
first exhibit there.

Thanks to obtaining another
scholarship, she then traveled to
the U.S. where she studied at Clark
University near Boston. There, she
became a teaching assistant in the
photo lab, allowing her to get more
experience in her area of specializa-
tion.

“T was working in the dark room,
showing the students how to de-
velop pictures, and I also became a

“I love photographing quiet and peaceful moments, such as a mother with her child, a smile, people hugging each other. We live in
a world full of chaos and I just want to give a more peaceful image.”

stage photographer during official
events,” explains Thana.

Thana describes herself as an
artist, not merely a photographer.
Thus, despite this experience, she
does not want to work in a studio or
under the constraint of a predefined
theme. She is more attracted by the
unexpected aspect of the street that
“decides” the fate of the photograph,
the mood and the environment. She
simply observes people and what
they are doing until she feels the
right moment to take a picture.

“I love photographing quiet and
peaceful moments, such as a mother

with her child, a smile, people hug-
ging each other. We live in a world
full of chaos and I just want to give a
more peaceful image,” she explains.
“I also want to do something for fun,
something meaningful and have
stories where people could look at
them and feel a connection.”

This philosophy is obviously what
attracts her to people, and the hu-
man aspect of portraits, which has
become the source of her inspira-
tion. She says she has learned so
much from people in the streets.
“It is not about taking pictures of
people and then leaving, it is about

building a relationship with them.”

Thana also explains that in in-
tense circumstances it is easier to
take interesting pictures, but that it
is more difficult when everything is
calm.

“In a demonstration, there is so
much going on that it is not hard to
capture what is happening. Many
people can go there and take simi-
lar pictures,” she says. “But in the
street, I design the moment, like a
painter, but I don’t intervene. If I
missed the moment, it is too late.”

Thana is not only an artist but
also a young woman politically en-

gaged. She recently graduated with
a Bachelors degree in International
Relations, with a minor in photog-
raphy. Her final year thesis focused
on the issue of drones in Yemen,
which surprised many of her class-
mates who were not familiar with
her “political” side.

Thana is now back in Yemen,
doing an internship at Resonate, a
local NGO. She hopes to go back
abroad to study photojournalism,
as a means to sustain herself finan-
cially. She insists that even with
photojournalism career, she will
continue to engage in artistic pho-

tography.

Indeed, despite her passion for
politics, her love for art is superior.
She expresses her sadness when she
hears people say that photography
or art are not important.

“Without art, there is no life, be-
cause it is what makes life meaning-
ful and interesting,” she explains.
“Never say it is not useless because
then how would you express your-
self without art.”

Being a photographer in Yemen
is not always easy. She explains
how people’s reactions vary from
one person to another: from the
lack of attention by some to the ex-
treme curiosity of others, patience
becomes an essential quality. But
she stresses that the kindness and
friendliness of Yemenis is also
prevalent, and once a relationship
of trust is established, the majority
love to be photographed.

As it is often the case, Thana’s
family would prefer a different fu-
ture for her. Her mother wishes
she could continue in the field of
international relations and that she
finds a secure job. While she wor-
ries about her daughter’s choice of
career, she is nevertheless encour-
aging her in her own way.

“She does not want to show it but
I know she believes I can do it,” says
Thana. “She is inspiring and so sup-
portive.”

After her studies and in the long-
term, the young woman plans to
move back to Yemen. Even though
the situation is not very stable, she
keeps hope seeing the joy still pres-
ent in the streets. She also feels re-
sponsible to give back after the op-
portunities she received.

“T was privileged to get a schol-
arship because people believed I
could go back home and do some-
thing with it,” she explains. “The
US or Canada do not need me, they
have their own people. It is Yemen
who needs me the most.”

Republished with permission from
La Voix Du Yemen

UN meeting highlights migration’s development benefits

IRIN
First Published Oct. 4

.N. Secretary-Gen-

eral Ban Ki-moon

opened a High-Level

Dialogue on Interna-

tional Migration and
Development at the UN General
Assembly on Oct. 3 by outlining an
eight-point agenda to “make migra-
tion work” for the world’s 232 mil-
lion migrants, as well as their coun-
tries of origin and destination.

The meeting brings together mi-
gration experts and delegates from
150 countries to discuss ways to
support the developmental benefits
of international migration while
reducing its economic and social
costs.

Ban described migration as “a
fundamental part of our globalized
world” and “an expression of the
human aspiration for dignity, safety
and a better future”. His eight-point
agenda included ending the exploi-
tation of migrants, addressing the
plight of stranded migrants, im-
proving public perceptions of mi-
grants and protecting their human
rights.

The opening of the meeting co-
incided with news that more than
100 migrants had lost their lives
after the boat they were traveling
on caught fire and sank just off the
coast of the southern Italian island
of Lampedusa. The boat was carry-
ing an estimated 500 passengers,
many of them believed to be Eri-
treans, from Libya. The UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) reported that 150
migrants had so far been rescued,
leaving some 250 of the passengers
still missing. Earlier this week, an-
other 13 migrants drowned while

trying to reach Sicily. UNHCR esti-
mates that in 2011 alone, 1,500 mi-
grants died trying to reach Europe
from Libya.

Ban and several other speakers
at the meeting referred to the latest
tragedy as further evidence of the
need to commit to addressing the
challenges arising from migration,
particularly as the political climate
in many countries remains hostile
to migrants.

Research needed
“Too often, migrants live in fear,”
Ban told delegates. “We need to
create more channels for safe and
orderly migration.”

But both Goldin and Ban, in his
list of recommendations, highlight-
ed the need to strengthen the evi-
dence-base on the positive benefits
of migration as one way to combat
the political rhetoric that fuels neg-
ative perceptions of migrants.

“Migrants contribute greatly to
host societies...They are doctors,
nurses and domestic workers and
often the unheralded heart of many
service industries,” said Ban. “Yet
far too often they are viewed nega-
tively. Too many politicians seek
electoral advantage by demonizing
migrants.”

Fueling development

Much of the discussion on the first
day of the meeting made a case for
incorporating migration into what-
ever new set of goals replace the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), which are due to expire in
2015.

One compelling reason why mi-
gration matters for development is
the estimated US$550 billion that
migrants remit to their families

Kate Thomas/IRIN ©

back home annually, according to
the World Bank. The figure is more
than three times higher than global
aid budgets but could be larger still
if transaction fees, which are often
exorbitant, were lowered.

However, at a side meeting devot-
ed to how to incorporate migration
into the post-2015 agenda, speakers
warned against framing migration
and development as a purely eco-
nomic issue.

“Migrants are not just commodi-
ties or conduits for financial remit-
tances,” said the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Navi
Pillay. “We must look beyond the

dollar value of global remittance
flows and pay more attention to the
conditions in which this money is
being earned. Development won’t
work where it’s accompanied by in-
equality, injustice and repression.”

While there is a greater under-
standing of the role migration plays
in contributing to development
now than in 2000, when the origi-
nal MDGs were formulated, sev-
eral speakers also pointed out that
many people still view migration as
a threat rather than a boon to devel-
opment.

“From a political point of view,
it’s a very hard sell,” said a delegate

from the Bahamas. “What do you
do when people feel the economy is
being under-cut and their identity
swamped?”

The migration community has
come late to the debate over the
post-2015 development agenda,
and there is unlikely to be a stand-
alone goal associated with migra-
tion. Deputy Director General of
the International Organization for
Migration Laura Thompson advo-
cated instead for trying to incor-
porate migration and the rights of
migrants into a series of existing
goals. “This would reflect the real-
ity of migration as a cross-cutting

A

i

.:h
A boat carrying sub-Saharan African migrant workers arrives in Lampedusa from Tripoli. Thousands of migrants have made the
perilous journey

issue,” she said.

Ian Goldin, professor of global-
ization and development at Oxford
University, referred to the meeting
as “a ray of light... in what is other-
wise an extremely cloudy environ-
ment for migration and develop-
ment.”

Goldin cited a World Bank study
that found that changes in national
migration policies that increase the
flow of migrants even minimally
bring significant economic benefits
to sending and receiving countries,
in addition to transforming the lives
of individual migrants and their
families.
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Women’s rights advocates:
Secure women’s rights
through the constitution

Abdulrazaq Al-Azazi

he Yemeni Scholars

Body recently issued a

statement condemning

efforts to eliminate all

forms of discrimina-
tion against women. As Yemenis
enter a new transitional period
following the end of the country’s
comprehensive National Dialogue
Conference (NDC), women’s rights
activists say the time is now to push
for guaranteed protections and
equality of women. The way to do
that, they say, is through the con-
stitution, slated to be drafted fol-
lowing the end of the NDC.

The statement from the Yemeni
Scholars Body said that a “woman
cannot be a man’s equal and the
government should not adhere to
Western calls that aim to corrupt
Yemeni family morals, to spread
vice, homosexuality and immoral
relations,” the statement said.

The statement objected to gender
integration in schooling, compul-
sory education for girls and the re-
structuring of curricula to include
gender issues in studies.

Though the constitution says
that all citizens are equal before the
law, article 40 of the constitution
also says that the blood money of a
woman is half that of a man, mean-
ing if you unjustly kill a woman,
you would only be obligated to pay
her family half of what it would cost
if you killed her brother.

Fatima Salah, a press and hu-
man rights activist, told the Yemen
times that “femininity is inferior

“Law enforcement
lack vital skills

and legislative
frameworks to
appropriately
respond to
complaints of
domestic violence.”

in Yemen. The law does not recog-
nize that a woman has a soul like
a man. The law does not recognize
that women deserve the same blood
money as a man.”

Salah said this exists because
entrenched customs and traditions
view women inferiorly.

Dr. Ashwaq Ali Salem bin Buraik,
assistant professor of international
law at the College of Law at Aden
University conducted an analytical
study about discrimination against
Yemeni women in the law.

She said the Yemeni constitution
is the only guarantee of equality
and that national legislation should
not contradict the constitution or
its principles, she said.

Rania, a Yemeni national married
to a Sudanese man, says she has
had many troubles stemming from
her marriage to a non-national.

The Yemeni law does not entitle
her two children to Yemeni na-

tionality and requires her to pay
visa residency fees for them if she
wishes to visit Yemen with her fam-
ily. The children of a Yemeni man
married to a foreign woman retain
their father’s nationality unless
they choose to give it up for another
nationality.

A Yemeni woman married to an
Indian man discovered that she
owed the Interior Ministry YR3
million (around $14,000) when she
and her family were preparing to
leave for India. Non-nationals who
overstay their visa owe the Yemeni
government YR300 per day, about
$1.50. Interior Minister Abdulqadir
Kahtan cancelled 90 percent of
the fees, leaving the family to owe
YR300,000, about $1,400.

According to a report by the
World Organization Against Tor-
ture (OMCT), in collaboration with
the Women’s Forum for Studies
and Training in Yemen, Yemeni law
continues to discriminate against
women. The report was prepared
for the 75th session of the Human
Rights Commission.

According to the report, some
provisions in Yemeni law allow for
domestic violence.

“Law enforcement lack vital skills
and legislative frameworks to ap-
propriately respond to complaints
of domestic violence,” the report
said. “The dominant view amongst
police officers is that women that
report domestic violence cases are
indecent. Several police officers
who were asked their views about
violence against women said that
a respectable woman should toler-

ate assaults committed against her
by family members, particularly by
husbands. They also said that much
of the violence is a result of women
‘misbehaving’.

Since the issue of blood money
was raised in 2010, the Women’s
National Committee (WNC) has
worked hard to convince members
of parliament to reform the law, but
most have objected to any amend-
ments.

Sana’a University law student In-
tisar Saleh told the Yemen Times
that she feels that Yemeni women
are treated like second-class citi-
zens. Yemen has endorsed sev-
eral international conventions and
should respect that, she said.

“International law is supreme
and we are optimistic about the
committee established to reform
the law following the end of the Na-
tional Dialogue Conference,” she
said.

Another law student, Weam Ab-
dulrahman, wondered if the gov-
ernment realized that the human
rights conventions that it endorsed
prohibited all  discrimination
against women.

“Even if the government under-
stands these conventions, there are
only a few political parties willing
to support and implement them,”
Abdulrahman said.

Belquis Al-Salami, head of the
Murooj Organization for Defend-
ing Rights and Freedoms, said the
political mood towards women
changes often, sometimes champi-
oning women and other times dis-
criminating against them.
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Al-Salami said that women
played a leading role during the
popular uprising in Yemen but were
marginalized following the recon-
ciliation between political parties.

“Women were given 30 percent
representation in the NDC. We
hope the Constitution Reformula-
tion Committee will apply inter-
national conventions endorsed by
Yemen—including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights—to
raise women’s status.

“We also call on them to apply

the provisions of the Convention
to Eliminate all Forms of Violence
Against Women, the Beijing Work
Plan, the Elimination of Violence
against Women Declaration and
the SIDAW Agreement,” Al-Salami
said.

Experts say the time frame for
pushing through legislation and
rapid change could be narrow, and
that the time is now to establish in-
stitutions to protect women and to
guarantee those rights by enshrin-
ing them in the constitution.
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South wants independence, this time from the North
Southerners renew demands of October 14 revolution

Ail Ibrahim Al-Moshki

s Yemen commemo-

rates the 50th anni-

versary of the October

14, 1963 revolution—

chaos, disorder and
calls for secession dominate the
scene.

The 50th anniversary of the rev-
olution coincides with the promi-
nent position and priority given
to the Southern Issue at the coun-
try’s National Dialogue Confer-
ence (NDC). The commemoration
coincides with an answer to the
Southern Movement, also known
as Hirak, which officially started
in 2007. The Southern Movement
is a movement against the central
state, represented by the capital,
Sana’a and the rule of former Pres-
ident Ali Abdulla Saleh.

As Southerners gather to com-
memorate the revolution on Octo-
ber 14 in the former capital of South
Yemen, Aden, the revolutionary
demands for the right to self-deter-
mination made 50 years ago sound
remarkably similar to the demands
being made today for a separate
state and for the right of Southern-
ers to rule themselves. That fight
for self-determination ended in
success when Southerners ended a
128-year-old occupation by Britain
on November 30, 1967.

Sad Al-Deen Bin Taleb, Trade and
Industry Ministry and NDC rep-
resentative from Hadramout, told
the Yemen Times that the current
situation in the South is, to a great
extent, similar to the South’s situa-
tion in the 1960s. What’s different,
he said, is who they are demanding
independence from.

“The only difference is that the
North is now occupying us under

Hirak, or the Southern Movement, demands self-rule and an independent
state.

the pretext of unity,” he said. “The
South and North came to unity to-
gether, but Southerners never ex-
pected that their rights would be
trampled upon and their lands loot-
ed by Northern officials.”

Taleb said that Northerner offi-
cials stole the wealth of the South
and North and are still in power,
even after the 2011 uprising that
sought to end corruption. Taleb
said the South must continue in the
spirit of the October revolution to
gain independence from the North.

Though the 2011 popular uprising
ended the 33-year-rule of former
President Ali Abdulla Saleh and re-
sulted in the signing of the Gulf Ini-
tiative, which made the Southern
Issue a priority—many Southerners
are still wary of any solutions that
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involve unity.

Bashraheel Hisham Bashraheel,
editor-in-chief of the Al-Ayam
newspaper—which was shut down
in 2009 for covering Southern
Movement protests—said South-
erners who gave their lives during
the October revolution could not
have known that it would have end-
ed this way.

“We have to respect the sacrifices
they made and continue their strug-
gle for an independent, honorable
and dignified life,” he said.

Head of the political sector of the
Women’s National Committee In-
tisar Sinan, who hails from Aden,
said the situation in the South is
unjust.

“To be slapped by a foreigner
(the British) is easier than being

Hodaida : (03)262582
Talz : (04 )228460
Ibb : (04)408139

WARRANTY

trampled by your
own brother (North
Yemenis) because
injustice from your
brother is [worse],”
Sinan said.

“We tolerated the
discrimination for a
long time because we
wanted to maintain
unity, but we have re-
alized that secession
is the sole solution
to end our torture by
the North, especially
from influential fig-
ures,” she added.

Sinan said that pri-
or to unification, the
South had free educa-
tion, electricity and
health services, “but
after we lost such
things.”

Sinan admitted
theat some Southern
governorates flour-
ished following unity,
but that the wealth that was created
went to Northern investors.

Hirak spokesperson Abdo Al-
Ma’atari from Dhale, said there was
no difference between British occu-
pation and unity.

“It’s as though there was no Oc-
tober revolution and British forces
are still here,” he said.

Majed Al-Shuaibi, also from
Dhale, is the editor-in-chief of Al-
Youm Al-Awal (The First Day), a
weekly newspaper in Aden. He said
the 50th anniversary of the Octo-
ber revolution is a renewal of their
separation demands.

“The North violated unity’s goals.
It’s their practices that have made
us revolt,” he said.

Al-Shuaibi said unity was im-
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The October 14, 1963 revolution was the beginning of the end of
British rule in South Yemen.

posed on the South by force follow-
ing the 1994 civil war that lasted for
two months. “The October revolu-
tion will aim to achieve its goals and
gain independence.”

Mukhtar Ali, a lawyer from Aden,
said that Southerners rebelled dur-
ing British rule and lost thousands
of citizens in order to establish the
Popular Democratic Republic of Ye-
men in 1967.

“Southern identity was obliterat-
ed following unity. It was the North
that spread the weapons and tribal
culture, nepotism, exclusion and
marginalization which made South-
erners feel as though they lost the
values they had learned during Brit-
ish rule and Southern resistance,”
he said.

The mass protests, he said, are as

much against these harmful values
as they are against Northern occu-
pation.

Amongst the calls for secession,
there comes a Southern voice every
now and then that still has hope for
a united Yemen.

Southerner, journalist and politi-
cal activist Ameen Ba Rufaid said
secession is often romanticized in
the South.

“Yemen is a bird with southern
wings and northern wings. The Oc-
tober revolution was inspired by
the September 26 revolution in the
North,” he said. “Yemenis partici-
pated in and cheered for both revo-
lutions. The South has its own war-
ring factions and Southerners will
be involved in a countless conflicts
if there is secession.”
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Fisheries minister:
We will treat Eritrean fishermen like they treat ours

Families threaten to
block Hodeida-Sana’a
road if more is not done

Story by Samar Qaed
Photos by Sadeq Al-Wesabi

hirteen months ago,

brothers Saeed and

Abdu Antar woke up

early one morning to go

fishing. Their mother
was expecting them home for lunch
after their trip to the fish market to
sell what they had caught, but she
hasn’t seen her sons since.

Other fishermen have told her
that her children are being detained
in an Eritrean prison.

Abdu, 18, and Saeed, 15, are the
only breadwinners in a family of
16, that includes 12 sisters, their
mother and their paralyzed father.
The family’s financial situation has
been devastated they said, and they
worry about the safety of Abdu and
Saeed.

“Our situation gets worse day by
day,” Um Saeed said.

There are 10 other families in the

rural Al-Ma’sala area of Al-Jaraheen
district of Hodeida that have family
members in Eritrean cells, accord-
ing to residents.

The Yemeni government says
that 600 Yemeni fisherman are be-
ing detained in Marsa, Fatima and
Qadam prisons in Eritrea. Relatives
say they have no way of contacting
their imprisoned family members
to enquire about their safety.

“Each day I pray to God to return
my sons home safely. I haven’t felt
any happiness since they left,” Um
Saeed said.

Ali Al-Dhobibi, a 33-year-old
fishermain from Hais district and
a father of a two-year-old son, died
in Qadam prison two months after
being arrested in territorial waters,
fishermen returning from Eritrea
told his family.

“I was shocked, all I could do
was scream and cry. I can’t believe
he died. I always tell myself that
maybe someone else died—not my
husband,” his wife said.

Al-Dhobaibi was also the only
bread-winner in his family, which
also included his parents and four
siblings, as well as his wife and
child.

“Released fishermen who were

imprisoned with Ali told us he had
died because of the hard labor he
was forced to perform,” she said.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
announced in the beginning of Sep-
tember the release of 1400 fisher-
men in Eritrea. The Fishery Coop-
erative Union says 1180 boats—the
livelihoods of most fishermen—are
still being held by Eritrean authori-
ties.

Um Ahmed has been in black
since she heard about her husband’s
death. Each time she hears of re-
turning fishermen from Ertirea, she
rushes to meet them to confirm her
husband’s death. All of them have
confirmed, she said.

“My mother-in-law cried very
much and lost her sight shortly af-
ter receiving the news,” she said.

Eritrea has accused Yemeni fish-
ermen of violating their borders,
but according to an agreement bro-
kered by France in 1995, Eritreans
and Yemenis are to share fishing
waters.

Fishery union member Salem
Alyan says the government neglects
fishermen and the issue of impris-
oned fishermen in Eritrea.

“We will resort to international
institutions for solutions,” he said.

Fuad Mohammed’s
son is also detained in
Eritrea, and has been
there for over four
months. There is noth-
ing he can do to help
release him, he said.

The Coastal Forces
Authority (CFA), estab-
lished in 2002, says its
capacities are limited.

Shuja Mahdi, the
operations depart-
ment manager in the
CFA said the authority
does not have much of
a presence on the Red
Sea, Aden Gulf or Ara-
bian Sea.

“We only have 13 pa-
trols to monitor region-
al waters. This makes
us mostly ineffective,”
Mahdi said.

Two months ago, the
Yemeni  government
formed two commit-
tees—parliamentary
and ministerial—to
look into the issue. The
committees were formed after the
Foreign Affairs Minister Dr. Abu
Bakr Al-Qurbi went to Eritrea to
discuss Yemeni-Eritrean ties.

Deputy Minister of Fisheries
Abdulla Basanbl told the Yemen
Times he is waiting to hear from the
Eritreans to receive the two recently
formed committees.

“The commander of the Eritrean
marine forces is unwell, the diplo-
matic mission is awaiting his re-
turn,” he said.

“If the Eritrean government does
not respond, we will deal with Eri-
trean fishermen the way they deal
with ours,” Basanbl said.

Families have threatened to block
the main road from Sana’a to Ho-
deida if more is not done.

The Foreign Affairs Ministry said
the health conditions of detained
Yemeni fishermen in Eritrean pris-
ons was “good,” according to Abdul-
la Al-Faqeh, the head of the African

Department at the ministry.

The Yemeni acting ambassador to
Ertirea visited Yemenis at the pris-
ons. The ambassador told the Ye-
men Times that the prisoners were
in good health and that he did not
see any evidence of torture.

“We totally deny that there has
been any torture in the prisons,”
said Mohammed Hamd, the Eri-
trean acting ambassador to Yemen.
“These were simply rumors circu-
lated in the press.”

“There will be a joint ministerial
committee with representatives of
the two countries that will work to
develop bilateral relations between
the countries by the end of this
year,” Hamd said.

Three weeks ago, 70 families
of detained fishermen traveled to
Sana’a to protest in front of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s
home, calling for the release of
their relatives. According to the
union, Prime Minister Mohammed

The Yemeni government says that 600 Yemeni fisherman are being de-
tained in Marsa, Fatima and Qadam prisons in Eritrea.

Basindwa promised their relatives
would soon be released, and inves-
tigations to look into the alleged
deaths of five fishermen who were
detained in Eritrean prisons.

Mohammed Al-Hassani was re-
cently released from prison, but
says his brother is still detained
in Eritrea and has been there for a
year.

He says conditions at the prison
were poor. “We were like servants
in Eritrea. We carried stones, dug
holes and cleaned bathrooms,” he
said. “It was not a prison, it was a
sheep pen. There was no ceiling to
protect us against the sun or the
cold. We slept on thorns.”

Despite all Al-Hassani has been
through, he says he will rent a boat
and return to the sea to make a liv-
ing. His boat remains in Eritrea. The
relatives of the detained fishermen
say they will escalate their protests
if the government does not take ac-
tion to release their relatives.
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Yemen’s immunity law:

Breach of international obligations

Extracts from the
Amnesty International report

n 21 January 2012,
the Yemeni authori-
ties passed Law No. 1
of 2012 concerning the
Granting of Immunity
from Legal and Judicial Prosecution
(hereafter “immunity law”).

The law grants former President
Ali Abdullah Saleh complete immu-
nity from prosecution and provides
his associates with immunity from
criminal prosecution for “politically
motivated acts” carried out during
the course of their official duties.
It was adopted following a power-
transfer deal that was brokered by
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
and signed on 23 November after
negotiations that were facilitated by
a UN envoy.

Amnesty International is con-
cerned that the law will prevent vic-
tims of crimes such as torture, ex-
trajudicial executions, and enforced
disappearances from accessing jus-
tice, truth, and reparation. Amnes-
ty International urges the Yemeni
authorities to repeal the law and
take any other measure necessary
to ensure that no official in Yemen,
regardless of his or her rank or affili-
ation, is immune from prosecution.
It calls upon the international com-
munity, in general, to support these
appeals and the GCC, in particular,
to withdraw its support for immu-
nity measures in Yemen.

Amnesty International has docu-
mented a series of incidents in Ye-
men in recent years that may con-
stitute crimes under international
law, including torture, extrajudicial
execution, and enforced disappear-
ances. Since 3 February 2011, the
brutal repression of protests calling
for reform have led to more than
200 protesters being killed and hun-
dreds more being injured after secu-
rity forces and government support-

ers repeatedly used live ammunition
and other excessive and lethal force
against largely peaceful demonstra-
tions.

It has been repeatedly noted that
impunity is the single most impor-
tant factor contributing to the per-
sistence of grave human rights vio-
lations. The UN Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappear-
ances has strongly argued that “per-
petrators of human rights violations,
whether civilian or military, become
all the more irresponsible if they are
not held to account before the court
of law.”

Amnesties for crimes under in-
ternational law are prohibited
Amnesties for crimes under interna-
tional law — genocide, crimes against
humanity, war crimes, torture, en-
forced disappearance, and extraju-
dicial executions — are considered to
be a violation of international law.

Furthermore, amnesties for grave
violations of human rights and war
crimes may also breach customary
and treaty-based international law.

The prohibition of amnesties for
crimes under international law and
grave violations of human rights is
based on the explicit duty of states
to investigate and prosecute such
crimes as well as on victims’ right
to truth, justice, and reparations.
UN Special Rapporteur Louis Joinet
stated that victims have the right to
justice, which “entails obligations
for the State: to investigate viola-
tions, to prosecute the perpetrators
and, if their guilt is established, pun-
ish them.”

Key international human rights
treaties have made explicit the obli-
gation of states parties to ensure ef-
fective investigation and prosecution
of the crimes as well as the victims’
right to judicial remedy, truth, and
reparations. These conventions and
treaties include: the UN Convention
against Torture and other Cruel, In-

human, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (Convention against
Torture) (Articles 4.1, 4.2, 7.1, 14),
the International Convention for
the Protection of all Persons from
Enforced Disappearances (Enforced
Disappearances Convention) (Arti-
cles 3, 4), and the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide (Genocide Con-
vention) (Articles 1, 4, 5, 6).

The Human Rights Committee, in
an authoritative interpretation of Ar-
ticle 2 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
has confirmed that the ICCPR pro-
vides for the duty to investigate and
prosecute (Article 2).

Amnesties for
crimes under in-
ternational law —
genocide, crimes
against human-
ity, war crimes,
torture, enforced
disappearance,
and extrajudicial
executions — are
considered to be a
violation of inter-
national law.

Similar views have been echoed in
interpretations of regional human
rights treaties, such as the American
Convention of Human Rights (Ar-
ticle 1.1), African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights (Article 7), and
European Convention on Human
Rights (Article 13). The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights also
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provides for the right to an effec-
tive remedy by competent tribunals
regarding violations of fundamental
rights (Article 8).

Yemen is party to the ICCPR and
Convention against Torture. Yemen
has also incorporated the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights into
its amended Constitution of 1994
(Article 6). Thus, the immunity
legislation violates Yemen’s inter-
national obligations to investigate
violations of crimes under interna-
tional law and other human rights
violations, and where there is suffi-
cient admissible evidence, prosecute
those who are allegedly responsible
for the crimes. The following section
will discuss in detail obligations as
well as victims’ right to remedy aris-
ing from the ICCPR and Convention
against Torture, in relation to the
proposed immunity law.

ICCPR

The Human Rights Committee has
repeatedly concluded that the IC-
CPR obligates states parties to inves-
tigate cases of summary executions,
torture, and enforced disappear-
ances; bring those responsible to
justice; and provide reparations for
the victims. In General Comment
No. 20 on Article 7 of the ICCPR,
the Human Rights Committee con-
cluded that “States may not deprive
individuals of the right to an effec-
tive remedy, including compensa-
tion and such full rehabilitation as
may be possible.” In its Concluding
Observations regarding El Salvador,
the Committee expressed:

The Human Rights Committee
had raised concerns regarding the
amnesty granted in 1994 to civilian
and military personnel for human
rights violations committed during
the civil war in Yemen in May to July
that year, stating that amnesty laws
“contribute to an atmosphere of im-
punity.”

In relation to Haiti’s amnesty law,
the Committee expressed its concern
stating that “despite the limitations
of its scope to political crimes” the
amnesty provision might impede in-
vestigations of allegations of human
rights violations, such as summary
and extrajudicial executions, disap-
pearances, torture and arbitrary ar-
rests, rape and sexual assault com-
mitted by members of the armed
forces and security services.

The Committee has reaffirmed
this view regarding amnesty laws
passed in other states, including
Chile, France, and Lebanon.

Convention against torture

The Convention against Torture
also imposes an unambiguous duty
to prosecute the acts defined in the
Convention as criminal. Article 4
states that states parties must “en-
sure that all acts of torture are of-
fences under [their] criminal law,”
and establish jurisdiction over acts
specified by the Convention under
particular circumstances. These of-
fences must also be made “punish-
able by appropriate penalties” which
take into account the gravity of the
act.

The express duty set forth by the
Convention against Torture to in-
stitute domestic criminal proceed-
ings, or extradite the suspect when
requested by another state party,
precludes states parties to the Con-
ventions from enacting or applying
amnesty laws to the crime of torture.
In its third periodic review of Peru,
the Committee against Torture has
expressed concerns over the use
of amnesty laws “which preclude
prosecution of alleged torturers who
must, according to articles 4, 5, and
12 of the Convention, be investigated
and prosecuted where appropriate.”

The Committee recommended
that “amnesty laws should exclude
torture from their reach,” without
citing any extenuating circumstanc-
es under which exceptions could be
made. The Committee has criticized
amnesty laws in other States as well,
including Senegal, Croatia, Kyrgyz-
stan, and Azerbaijan.

Furthermore, amnesties for tor-
ture in armed conflicts constitute a
violation of customary international
humanitarian law. The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
stated “state practice establishes
this rule as a norm of customary in-

The historic moment of signing the GCC initiative agreement in
Riyadh where Saleh surrendered powerin return for impunity.

ternational law applicable in both
international and non-international
armed conflicts.” The International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yu-
goslavia (ICTY) echoed this view by
stating that an amnesty for torture
would be “internationally unlawful.”

UN and the immunity law

The power-transfer deal which led
to the immunity law was facilitat-
ed by the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Adviser, Jamal Benomar.
Benomar’s involvement in the deal
directly contradicts the UN’s policy
against amnesties for crimes under
international law and grave viola-
tions of human rights. Specifically,
a UN Secretary-General’s directive
explicitly prohibits brokering peace
agreements which grant immunity
for crimes under international law.
The Secretary General’s report The
Rule of Law and Transitional Jus-
tice in Conflict and Post-Conflict
Societies clearly states that “United
Nations-endorsed peace agreements
can never promise amnesties for
genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity or gross violations of hu-
man rights.”

Benomar has subsequently criti-
cized the immunity law, arguing
that the immunity law neglects the
“rights of victims”. Benomar fur-
ther noted that “the UN in principle
stands against this type of blanket
immunity.”

UN Security Council resolution
2014 on Yemen, adopted on 21 Oc-
tober 2011, sends conflicting mes-
sages regarding the UN’s position
on amnesties for crimes under inter-
national law and grave violations of
human rights. While the resolution
stresses “the need for a compre-
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hensive, independent and impartial
investigation consistent with inter-
national standards into alleged hu-
man rights abuses and violations,
with a view to avoiding impunity
and ensuring full accountability,”
it simultaneously reaffirms its sup-
port for “the engagement of the Gulf
Cooperation Council” and its view
that the implementation of “a settle-
ment agreement on the basis of the
Gulf Cooperation Council initiative
is essential” for political transition
in Yemen, and “calls on all parties
in Yemen to commit themselves to
implementation of a political settle-
ment based upon this initiative.”
According to the text of the law,
Article 3 of the initiative required
the Yemeni parliament to pass leg-
islation granting “the President of
the Republic and those who worked
under him during his rule immunity
from legal and judicial prosecution”.
Support for an agreement based on
an initiative containing such a pro-
vision and commitment to ensur-
ing accountability for grave human
rights violations are mutually exclu-
sive.

Other UN officials have publicly
criticized the immunity law and
urged Yemeni law-makers to repeal
the provision. Specifically, the UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights Navi Pillay has stated in rela-
tion to the immunity law that:

“International law and the UN pol-
icy are clear on the matter: amnes-
ties are not permissible if they pre-
vent the prosecution of individuals
who may be criminally responsible
for international crimes including
war crimes, crimes against human-
ity, genocide, and gross violations of
human rights.”
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Yemen polarized by Syria conflict

Farea al-Muslimi
Al-monitor.com
First Published Oct.1

mid talk of the role
of Jabhat al-Nusra
and the Islamic State
of Iraq and al-Sham
(ISIS) — two pro-al-
Qaeda groups—in Syria, Al-Qaeda
in Yemen committed a heinous
massacre involving three separate
attacks against members of the Ye-
meni security forces in the south
of the country. Although some do
not see this as indicative of a link
between the activity of al-Qaeda in
the two countries, when the battle
between different factions and
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime
began in 2011, al-Qaeda in Yemen
was trying to tighten its grip on sev-
eral regions. It even declared two
Islamic emiratesin Abyan and
Shabwa, in the south of the country,
before the Yemeni army regained
control. This was an attempt to fill
a power vacuum in the country and
establish an Islamic state.
Recently, when the United States,
Britain and other countries threat-
ened to strike Damascus, the
stances of different Yemeni fac-
tions changed vis-a-vis the Syrian
situation. Those Yemenis who had
maintained a moderate or even un-
interested stance toward Syria be-
came more involved in the course of
events there. While the main par-
ties were divided between the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, which supported
the revolution against Assad, and
the Houthi movement’s completely
opposing stance, another stance ap-
peared: that of the regular people,
who despise radical fanaticism in
favor of one party or the other. This
third category saw the situation
from a different perspective, one
stemming from a common national
feeling between the Arab countries
and based on the historical back-
ground of Western-Arab relations.

It takes into consideration the bias
of the West, especially the United
States and Britain, in favor of Israel
in the Arab-Israeli conflict, which
is still the pivotal Arab cause. At
the same time, the subliminal talk
of extremist groups calling for ji-
had in Syria could be heard in the
pulpits of mosques, reminding us
of jihadists’ work in Afghanistan
during the past century against the
Soviet Union.

An elderly man sitting in a cof-
fee shop on one of the narrow side
streets of Sanaa recalls that Syria
and China were the only countries
that did not close their embassies
during the blockade on Sana’a in
the 1960s. He notes, “Can any ra-
tional person compare the stances
of Syria and any other country—
like Saudi Arabia, for instance?”

His friend, sitting beside him,
adds, “We do not need to go far.
It is enough to restore the punc-
tured Arab memory to reinterpret
the Iraqi incidents ... it is the same
as the current scenario in Syria.
Didn’t the United States destroy
the Iraqi army using deceptive and
fake pretexts?”

Some Yemenis believe that Syria
is the first country in the confron-
tation with Israel. After the fall of
the Iraqi army and considering the
impartiality of the Egyptian army
based on the Camp David Accord,
the Syrian army was the only one
that maintained a defensive na-
tional stance and maintained good
training, even if it did not match
the power of the Israeli army.
Moreover, Syria still aims to de-
stroy the Israeli army, according to
this group, which cites the support
of the West for the Syrian opposi-
tion including al-Qaeda (Jabhat al-
Nusra) and Israel’s recent strike on
Damascus. Other Yemenis believe
that Syria is a dictatorship allied
with Iran under the umbrella of the
axis of resistance that oppressed
Syrians’ freedom more than any-

thing else.

Contrary to public opinion—
which could stem from support for
Syria itself, not for Assad’s regime
or for its opponents—there is a se-
vere rift between two main parties
in the Yemeni equation. The split
widens with the escalation of inci-
dents revolving around Syria.

The Muslim Brotherhood—which
is part of a regional alliance that
extends between Ankara, Doha,
Gaza, Sana’a and until recently in-
cluded Cairo—was the first party
to reject Assad and his regime, and
the ideology of the Baath Party first
and foremost. None of these coun-
tries hesitate to remind us of As-
sad’s massacre against the Muslim
Brotherhood in Syria in the early
1980s. Better yet, they can list the
blunders of Assad’s secular regime
that encouraged immorality and
obscenities in Syrian society. They
go on to give the death toll that
amounted to thousands who died
in the past two years in the bloody
battles between Assad and his op-
ponents—battles that culminated
in Assad using chemical weapons
against his adversaries, they say.

The Houthis are the other party
that constitutes an extension of the
Tehran-Damascus-Hezbollahcoali-
tion. They believe that Assad is the
last standing Arab president who
opposes the United States and Is-
rael, the primary enemies of Islam
and Muslims. Moreover, they be-
lieve that the Syrian incidents are
a conspiracy plotted by an internal
party represented by the Muslim
Brotherhood in Syria and Al-Qae-
da terrorists, who are made in the
United States, and a regional party
embodied by Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and the Muslim Brother-
hood’s international organization.

They all orbit the United States
and carry out its plans to control
Arabs, divide their nations and un-
dermine their positions to the ad-
vantage of Israel. Thus, anti-Assad

Syrians “deserve to be killed.” The
Syrian army victory has pushed the
United States to defend them un-
der the pretext of the use of chemi-
cal weapons, which—according to
them—was a story fabricated by the
CIA.

Other factions in Yemen are tak-
ing up with these two camps, only
in regard to the Syrian situation.
Thus, as a result of domestic con-
flicts between different parties in
Yemen, former chief of staff Yehya
Saleh, who is also the son of the
brother of former Yemeni President
Ali Abdullah Saleh, visited Damas-
cus and declared his support for
Assad’s regime.

Saleh is known for his anti-Mus-
lim Brotherhood stance, especially
following the ousting of his uncle in
2011.

Moreover, Naef al-Qanes—a
Baathist leader and former spokes-
man for the Joint Meeting Parties
(JMP), of which the Muslim Broth-
erhood-affiliated Al-Islah Party is
seen as the largest component—
visited Damascus as well to express
his support to Assad, contradicting
the position of his Muslim Brother-
hood allies.

One can say that the Muslim
Brotherhood, along with an inde-
pendent segment of the Yemeni
people, support a US strike on
Syria. Nevertheless, the Houthis
feel they have achieved a victory
against the Muslim Brotherhood
in their systematic campaign to
mobilize supporters. They saw that
victory in the opposition of the Ye-
meni public to the strike on Syria,
regardless of the motives behind it.

However, the battle between the
conflicting Yemeni camps was not
limited to contradictory opinions.
Indeed, clashes between anti-As-
sad and pro-Muslim Brotherhood
factions dragged on for weeks in
parts of the Amran governorate,
where both camps share control
in the weak presence of the state.

Clashes culminated when the Unit-
ed States announced its intention
to strike Damascus. Mediations
between the two conflicting camps
in Yemen did not ensue until after
Washington and Moscow agreed on
the issue of Syria’s chemical weap-
ons.

We ought to recall the mutual
accusations between the two fac-
tions regarding sending Yemeni
fighters to Syria. While the Mus-
lim Brotherhood has been accused
of sending mujahedeen to support
the Free Syrian Army, the Houthis
have been blamed for sending mili-
tants to back Assad. Both camps
provided evidence to uphold their
claims, and local newspapers pub-
lished several reports to this effect
a few months ago.

Some Yemenis believe that the US
monopoly on leading the world fol-
lowing the fall of the Soviet Union
has inflicted great damage upon
the Arab region, in terms of wars
and bloodshed. Thus, Moscow’s
recent stance against the strike on
Syria once again evoked the sense
that Russia—the Arab’s old friend—
is closer to Arabs than the United
States and Britain. They believe
that unlike the United States and
Britain, Russia does not seek to
manage the entire region and direct
it according to its own interests.

On the other hand, many Yemenis
do not find a logical explanation for
the US stances on Syria. Indeed, the
United States is in the same trench
with Al-Qaeda against Assad, while
on the international scale it is lead-
ing a war on terrorism. This is in
addition to Yemen being hit several
times by drones under the pretext
of fighting Al-Qaeda there.

In any case, the United States
continues to be accused of taking
sides with one party against the
other, even if such accusations are
made to criminalize such factions
and confirm their allegiance to this
conceited world power, which em-

ploys all means to serve its vague
objectives and strengthen its am-
biguous alliances and positions.

On the other hand, Russia’s stock
is high due to its position on Syria
and non-participation in any battle
against Arab countries. Russia is
only opposed by the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which has been against it
since the era of the Afghan jihad
against “atheist and communist
leaders.”

Yemen affected by Syria
Yemeni officials continue to be cau-
tious about their position on the
Syrian events. The Syrian Embassy
and cultural center in Sana’a con-
tinue to operate normally and Ye-
men is still receiving Syrian refu-
gees from both sides of the Syrian
conflict.

It should be noted that any
change of balance in Syria could
lead to intensifying competition
in Yemen between the Tehran axis
and Ankara and their local and re-
gional extensions.

However, not much will change in
the balance of power on the ground
in Yemen. Perhaps pro-Assad fac-
tions will receive wider sympathy,
not because of their support for
Syria, but because many Yemenis
would support Syria itself—the
country they once knew and where
many of them graduated from col-
lege, including Muslim Brother-
hood-affiliated students.

Eventually, as long as Doha and
Riyadh continue to join hands
against Damascus, the map of local
conflicts in Yemen will not change
substantially.

Farea al-Muslimi is a Yemeni youth
activist, writer and freelancer. His
work has appeared in The Na-
tional, Foreign Policy, As Safir and
many other regional and interna-
tional media outlets.
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ana’a, Yemen’s modern-

day capital was hard to

reach back in 1962. We

had to drive all the way

from Aden to the border,
then onto the twin capital of Taiz,
in order to reach the capital of the
newly created Yemen Arab Repub-
lic. Aden was the capital of the Brit-
ish crown colony.

We rested in the former royal
guesthouse in Taiz, the only place
we could sleep and eat in. A small
and ramshackle army had just re-
volted against the imam (that is,
monarch-cum-religious leader) at
the time.

Taiz was a small town not far from
Aden. Nowadays, with improved
roads, Taiz is two to three hours by
car. I was one of a group of foreign
journalists who wished to reach
Sana’a, so we made use of a propeller
aircraft, which was not jet-owned by
an oil company drilling in Yemen,
although at the time, they had yet to
find their oil reserves.

Today, Yemen produces about a
half million barrels and has high
hopes of raising the figure to one
million in the next few years if

the country is pacified. We flew to
Sana’a within an hour and landed
in its then very primitive airport,
which was built as a gift by the So-
viet Union.

China was building roads from
Sana’a to the Red Sea coast. Sana’a
was a glorious surprise, at least
to me, since it was my first visit to
the city. It was like entering into a
fairytale, the kind I had read about
in primary and secondary schools.
Sana’a is one of the oldest continu-
ously inhabited cities in the world,
easily being 3,000 years old.

It had remained largely undevel-
oped until the revolution of 1962
because it had been ruled by ancient
dynasties and struggled for so long
against foreign influences. It was
a storybook city with no roads, as
there were few cars anyways at the
time. There were only two schools
and no power connections like other
cities abroad.

The first time Yemenis experi-
enced schools, cinemas and news-
papers was upon arrival to the Brit-
ish colony where I was born. The
concept of hotels was foreign at the
time, so we were put up in the only
guesthouse available with the per-
mission of the new government. The
guesthouse was staffed by some of
the young officers who had staged

a living fairytale

the coup d’état.

The guesthouse where we stayed
was comfortable, given the cir-
cumstances. The city was situated
2,300 meters above sea level, so we
did not suffer much from heat, as
the atmosphere was cool and em-
bracing, making Sana’a one of the
most comfortable cities in the Arab
world. It has since become a lovely
and modern city, with five-star ho-
tels in abundance. Its fairytale-like
old city, nevertheless, is magnificent
and imposing and is a stone’s throw
from its modern boulevards and ho-
tels.

I have visited the city several times
since then, as it remains the capital
of the Yemen Republic to which I
belong. Amenities are available, al-
though water is scarce and electric-
ity supplies are erratic because of
frequent subversion by rebellious
tribes, who use their clout to black-
mail the government into regularly
paying them to keep power supplies
running.

The modern section is well
planned and has stations to continue
onto the main cities uninterrupted.
The fact that the government and
the people almost always have to de-
pend on diesel generators for power,
which is costly, remains a matter of
continuous agony and struggle.

There has been no solution to
the problem so far and the govern-
ment will have to double or treble its
armed forces in order to ensure con-
trol of the tribes. However, five-star
hotels have enough generators and
can afford the cost of diesel around
the clock. Sana’a was a popular
tourist attraction for foreigners and
locals from other areas alike prior to
the spurt of violence.

Nevertheless, access to resources
remains a continuous struggle with
greedy and unruly tribes who de-
mand more incentive every time.
British writer Jonathan Raban vis-
ited the capital in the 1970s and de-
scribed the city as “fortress-like, its
architecture and layout resembling
alabyrinth.” He said it was like step-
ping out into the middle of a vast
picture book. Away from the scene,
the entire city turns into a maze of
another kind, a dense, jumbled al-
phabet of signs and symbols.

I did not have to go far to describe
the city when I decided to write a
book about it. In fact, the cover of
the book has a picture of the palace
of the imam perched on a huge rock,
which had no elevators in the nearby
Wadi Zahr.

How the imam managed to climb
it is a mystery given his advanc-
ing age and those of his equally

city

old guests. The palace still stands
proudly as one of the most attractive
houses in the world.

The new quarter is fairly modern,
being only 50 years old, and is com-
parable to any other Arab city.

This is unlike the old city, which
has been chosen by UNESCO as a
World Heritage Site for its distinc-
tive visual character thanks to its
architectural features expressed in
multi-story buildings with impres-
sive facades and clean insides that
vie with each other to create one of
the distinctive cities in the world.

The city has a long history, which
dates back to Shem, son of Noah,
and has remained well-inhabited
and nearly self-sufficient with the
exception of a few products, which
are imported by camel and donkey
from other parts of the country.

The city, however, was so badly
neglected by the imams and rulers
of the time that it remained one of
the most backward capitals for cen-
turies.

Even the long Ottoman-Turkish
occupation, which lasted until the
end of the First World War in 1918,
did little to alleviate the suffering of
the people who lived at very basic
levels of subsistence.

The country was embroiled in a
bloody civil war following the revo-

lution of 1962, which took hundreds
of thousands of lives and lasted
seven years. By the time peace was
restored in 1970, the people were
armed to the teeth, with no ban on
guns and no way to control the cir-
culation of arms, from rifles to ba-
zookas.

This phenomenon has worsened
the security situation with the rise
of civil disturbances and the con-
stant sabotage of public utilities
and politically motivated assassina-
tions, which the government is sadly
unable to stem effectively.

The present targets comprise the
armed forces and members of the
security and intelligence services,
which have considerably reduced
the flow of tourists and the develop-
ment of the country’s tourist indus-
try.

Only the increasing flow of for-
eign exchange from the large émigré
population, in addition to substan-
tial foreign aid given by Saudi Ara-
bia and other Gulf states, are pres-
ently keeping the country in fairly
good shape.

Tourism, unfortunately, still has a
marginal effect on economic devel-
opment.

Farouk Lugmanis a journalist
based in Jeddah.
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October 14, 1963:
The beginning of southern resistance to British rule

SHIPA

—

Story by Samar Qaed —
Photos courtesy of Hassan Qassim During British rule,
Aden was renamed
British colony, Aden rose up against colonial rule on October 14, 1963. This ‘Crater’ because of its
year marks the 50th anniversary of that uprising. Southerners resisted occu-  location on a volcano.
pation and won independence four years later, on November 30, 1967, and
the South was declared the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen. They
resisted occupation with all means that were available to them. In response,
British forces deployed military and security patrols, established checkpoints and arrested
scores of Southerners. But the South, determined, prevailed and remained an independent
nation until unification with the North on May 22, 1991.

—_
Aden was the sole
British base in the re-
gion after Britain lost
its battle for the Suez
Canal in 1956.

Armed resistance met British occupation. Resistance increased following the September 26, l
1962 revolution in the North that saw the end of imamate rule. The revolution in the North estab-
lished a foundation of support for the South to fight British rule.

L

A state of emergency was declared in Aden in 1958. There were
many bombings and the British arrested and deported 240 Yemenis.
Egyptian president at the time—Jamal Abdulnasser—encouraged
Cairo radio to air revolutionary and national songs, inspiring anti-
colonial movements throughout the region.

—~

Labor unions formed |

the largest base of the
resistance. The pilots’
union in Aden Har-

bor was established in
1952 and more unions
followed. The British
expected the unions to
push for economic rights
from employers, like

the British model, but in
Aden, many of the labor
union’s grievances—their
national and economic
demands—were political.

Many contemporary writers of the period, including Elizabeth Monroe, said
the British presence in Aden justified the defeat of Britain because colonial-
ism justified nationalist resistance.

British High Commissioner SirCharles Johnston survived a grenade at-
tack by an unknown man in December 1963. Three passersby were killed

India was also a in the attack.
British colony and .
the currency in
Aden until 1951
was the Indian
rupee. It was then
replaced with the
East African shil-
ling. One shilling
was the equivalent
of one pound.

[l - 4 : PRL el D . '
British rule started in 1893 when Aden was mostly small villages with tents of fishermen and
their families. The British established barracks and military camps.
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[@ Job Seekers

»  An ambitioius man, holding BA in
English, two years of experience
in administration ncluding
secretary, translation and
coordination, ready to utilize 4
acquired experiences in any
vacant position that suits.

*pericd el B8l |

4PN TE ol

computer and internet. To contact/
772663229

»  Sanal Venugopal, B. Com
graduate, one year work
experience in banking industry.
737436520

Specialized tutor able to give
private lessons in Marths, Arabic,
English and Science for 4-9

770658490 classes state's school.
»  Bachelor degree in English 734680597, .
language, 2 years experience in »  Ateacher of math, physics,

teaching, good dealing with chemistry and biology in English

Coupon for Free Classified Ads.
(All Personal Ads All Free of Cost)

seeks a job. 735694439

»  Male, bachelor in press and
media, good written and spoken
English, computer literate, seeks
to work only in the aftrnoon. Aden,
735869554

»  Bachelor degree in English,
expeience in teaching and dealing
with different levels. Ready for
tutions, low rate and excellent
teaching. 713481271.

»  Bachelor in English. Diploma in
computer, experience in
marketing, seking a job in a
company or a factory. 733576664

»  Recycling of papers and plastics
consultant for training workshop of
almost 20 kinds of products.
711701322

»  Excellent English, logistic and
operation experiences,
administrative skills, internet skills.
esaamhamadi@gmail.com,
739882744

»  Maged Mohammed, Dental
Technician-experience for 8years,
Diploma of technical conditioning
& cooling, Connect:773899026 /
700215989

& s

»  English teacher for Grade 5 to 9
KG English teacher (female) at
least 2 years experience.
773744704 or 415309

Rainbow school is seeking female
teachers for Maths, English and
Science for elementary grades.
Should have Fauclty of Education
Bachelor's, experience not less
thn 2 years, fluent in English.
733811430, 424433, 414026

W) otners

» Iphone 5 in good condition, from
US, black color, GSM compatible
$550 or BO. 773691845

Abdulmalik Marsh Al-Nageeb has
lost his passport No. 04861865. If
found, kindly call 711055811 or
772249199

»  Guitar Coaching. Like to learn
music? Interested in playing guitar
than listening? Like to add music
to your life? Please contact t_
johnyy@hotmail.com. Mobile
734255088
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Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction rpres Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Fax 370193 Presidency 01-290200
and Development 01-271601 Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626 Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 International Turkish Schools 01-419330-1, Prime Minister 01-490 800
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Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000 Ministry of Education 01-252732
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264702. NIIT Quality Computer Education207025/26 Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333 Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Fax. 264703, British Institute for languages & Computer Azal Hospital 01-200000 Tel: 01 505290 733061203 Fax: 535702 Ministry of Finance 01-260365
503350 266222 - Fax: 514755 01 266375 University of Applied and Social Science Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Yemeni Banks: YALI 01-448039 Fax:01 267619 Sana’a: 412442 Fax: 412441, Ministry of Water and Environment
Central Bank 274314/1 ALTI 01-274221 m Aden: 234533 / 234960 01-418289
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224 Exceed 01-537871 Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2 Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
Fax: 277291 MALI 01-441036 L'AZURDE suites hotel ~ 01-432020/30/40 m Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
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Kisher coffee

Home Bar

to Water
Dispenser

Digital Multi
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Bio-shield

Eco-LED

such as cinnamon, and ginger.
Kisher coffee is one of those bril-

SANA'A: -514621,/821 264095 - 225646
TAIZ:251440 MOKALA: 326044
WHOLESALE: 01/514697

SALEM MOHAMMAD SHAMMAKH GROUP
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liant Yemeni inventions that mini-
mizes waste. It is made from the
dry shell of the coffee bean.The cof-
fee shell has a great, tea-like flavor
with less caffeine than coffee and

Wigdan Al-Guneid

isher coffee

is a drink

that is not

quite a cof-

fee or tea.
For many coffee lovers,
the ritual of preparation
is just as important as the
coffee itself.

Drinking kisher coffee
in Yemen is a classic af-
ternoon ritual for many
Yemeni households. When
kisher coffee is served, so-
cializing with family and
guests is already under
way.

Kisher coffee is also
good for digesting a heavy
meal, as it is usually ac-
companied with spices

provides many antioxidants Kish-
er (derived from the word kishra
5,4:3) in the Arabic language simply

YEMENKITCHEN

To prepare kisher coffee:

s teaspoon ginger powder

. stick of cinnamon

2-3 cardamom seeds

2-3 cloves

Pinch of nutmeg powder Kisher (for every 300

ml of water, add %s cup of kisher) slowly until it turns to golden color.
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Add water, sugar, spices and kisher all together and let brew
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nutmeg, depending on the house
hold it can include any combination
of the above.

means the outer shell or skin.
It is usually brewed with spices
such as ginger, cardamom, and

~
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Smoked mistika residue

Wigdan Al-Guneid blogs about Yementi food for
the website YemenKitchen. Find more recipes at
yemenkitchen.wordpress.com
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