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Not so sweet anymore: A hike in sugar prices has sweets vendors scrambling to cope with dwindling profits. Many
blame the spike on a monopoly by sugar importers. Read more on Page 4.

(Photo by Mohammed Al-Hassani)

Hadi buys time to reach consensus,
number of regions still undecided

Yemen Times Staff

SANA’A, Dec. 23 — The National Di-
alogue Conference (NDC)’s 8+8 Sub-
committee failed to reach a consen-
sus on Monday night regarding the
number of regions that Yemen’s fed-
eral structure will be divided into.

The decision will now be deferred
to a committee to be created on
Wednesday during the general as-
sembly meeting. Interim President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi will have
to ask the conference’s 565 delegates
to grant him the power to appoint
the committee.

Despite intensive mediation by
both Hadi and U.N. special envoy to
Yemen, Jamal Benomar, the General
People’s Congress (GPC), rejected
the proposal to defer the decision.

Hadi said the number of regions
must be decided before the confer-
ence concludes, running the risk of
extending the conference into 2014.
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Although the Socialist Party was not
present at the meeting on Monday
night due to previous disagreements,
it is expected that the party will fall in
line with the compromise to appoint
an additional committee.

Representatives from the Socialist
Party had initially wanted the gen-
eral assembly involved in the deci-
sion making process even before the
subcommittee failed to reach a con-
sensus.

Going into Wednesday’s meeting
major political parties are still split
50-50 over the number of regions.
The Islah Party, the Nasserites and
the GPC all support a six-region
system, while the Socialists, the
Southern Movement (Hirak) and the
Houthis continue to defend a two-
region system.

The number of regions was sup-
posed to be the final decision to be
made before the general assembly
meeting, but now discussions re-
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garding the number of regions will
take precedent on Wednesday. The
general assembly is also expected
to review the Transitional Justice
Working Group’s report when it con-
venes. The Southern Issue and State
Building Working Groups’ reports
will be delayed until after Yemen’s
number of regions is decided.

Other remaining points were large-
ly agreed upon Monday in a back-
ground document, which stressed
that regardless of how many regions
Yemen will be divided into, Yemen is
positioned to become a united, fed-
eralist country in which most power
will allotted to the states, formerly
called governorates.

The background document nar-
rates 11 key principles on which the
new system will be based, including:
« Governmental transparency and
accountability
Equal rights for all citizens
Justice for grievances in the South
Regional Cabinets and Parlia-
ments
« Regional representation in the fed-
eral government and Parliament
» Natural resources under local
state control in partnership with
the federal government

e 30 percent quota for women in
high position of all state institu-
tions

At the meeting, the importance of
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support from the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) nations, the interna-
tional community, and the U.N. was
reiterated. Delegates recognized the
need for the international communi-
ty to help Yemen through its nation-
building process.

Yemeni airports reopen after half-day strike

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 23 — Airports across
Yemen resumed operations on Mon-
day at 1:30 p.m. after a half-day strike
by the Civil Aviation Union over a fi-
nancial dispute with the Ministry of
Finance.

The strike suspended all interna-
tional and local flights, beginning at
8:00 a.m.

The union called for the strike after
the Finance Ministry froze the union’s
funds a month ago. The union says it
is unable to continue paying workers’
wages, Mohammed Al-Suraihi, the
air transportation manager at Sana’a

Airport, told the Yemen Times.

“The Finance Ministry withheld the
union’s revenue. Airports generate
this revenue,” said Al-Suraihi, who
added that the Finance Ministry owes
the union $35 million.

To solve the dispute, the Minister
of Transportation, Waed Badhib, held
an emergency meeting at Sana’a In-
ternational Airport on Monday. The
union agreed to go back to work on
the condition that a meeting be held
on Wednesday with the finance min-
ister, who is currently traveling out-
side the country, according to Khalid
Al-Hamdani, the spokesperson of the
union.

Al-Hamdani said the workers
will resume their strike again if the
meeting falls through.

In order to pay employees sala-
ries for the past month, the union
has so borrowed about YR50 mil-
lion ($232,000] from the Yemen
Post Corporation, Al-Suraihi said.

Passengers were relieved to see
the strike lifted. Early Monday
morning, many had no idea if their
travel plans would go ahead, in-
cluding Debbie Scibbek, an Ameri-
can passenger trying to get out of
the country.

“I want to celebrate Christmas
day with friends at home,” she said.
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AQAP apologizes for hospital attack in Ministry of Defense operation

Interior Ministry calls apol-
ogy ‘misguided’

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANAA, Dec. 23—Two weeks fol-
lowing the bloody attack on Yemen’s
Defense Ministry that left 56 dead
and over 200 wounded, Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
on Saturday claimed responsibility
for the incident and apologized for
the “brutal” strike on the hospital
located inside the ministry.

AQAP leader Qasim Al-Raimi
said in an online video that Al-Ordi

Hospital was not meant to be tar-
geted in the attack.

“The attack was on the Ministry
of Defense, it was not on the hos-
pital,” Qasim said in roughly four-
minute video recording posted by
Al-Malahim, an Al-Qaeda-affiliat-
ed publication. “We offer our apol-
ogy and condolences to the victims’
families. We accept full responsi-
bility for what happened in the hos-
pital and will pay blood money to
the victims’ families.”

The deputy head of the Army’s
Morale Guidance Department,
Brig. Ali Ghalib Al-Harazi, called
the video a strategic but misguided

attempt to win back favor after the
incident which saw the killing of
helpless hospital patients.

“Al-Qaeda wants to appease peo-
ple and the families of the victims,”
said Al-Harazi.

While Al-Raimi “confessed” to
“mistakes” in the attack, he went
on to say that the government is
still a target for the militant orga-
nization.

“We stress that any ministry,
military camp, military barracks
or anyone else who is proven to
cooperate with the American [gov-
ernment] by spying and providing
security information will all be tar-

US adds NDC member to ‘global terrorist’ list

Political party of the accused
says no evidence to back
American allegations

Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Dec. 23—The United
States Treasury Department last
Wednesday branded a Yemeni Na-
tional Dialogue Conference (NDC)
member, Abdulwahab Al-Humai-
qani, a “global terrorist.”

Al-Humaiqani is also the secre-
tary general of the Yemeni Al-Ra-
shad Union, a Salafi political party
that was recognized by the Yemeni
government in June 2012.

The party asked, in a statement
released on Friday, that the U.S.
administration remove Al-Humai-
qani from its list of persons receiv-
ing sanctions for allegedly funding
the terrorist organization Al-Qae-
da. The party also says it will take
legal action against the U.S. for fi-
nancial and mental harm suffered
by Al-Humaiqani as a result of the
allegations.

“The government of Yemen must
defend its citizens,” the statement
also read.

The U.S. Treasury Department
accuses Al-Humaiqani of “using his
position as head of a Yemen-based
charity to raise money, [some of
which has been] sent to Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula.”

The U.S. also accuses him of “fa-
cilitating financial transfers from

Al-Qaeda supporters in Saudi Ara-
bia to Yemen.” None of the alleged
Saudi Al-Qaeda supporters have
been named or added to the Trea-
sury Department’s list.

According to the Treasury De-
partment, being placed on the
“global terrorist” list freezes any as-
sets one might have [in the United
States] and bars American citizens
from conducting any business with
the accused.

Neither the Yemeni government
nor the NDC administration has
announced an official position on
the allegations.

The Al-Rashad Union has grow-
ing political clout in Yemen.

“Representatives of the Al-Ra-
shad Union have been active par-
ticipants in the NDC and their at-
tendance might even be as high as
100 percent,” said Yasser Al-Ruaini,
the deputy secretary general of the
conference. According to him, the
party holds seven of the 565 seats
at the conference.

Members of the party say they
were shocked by the recent sanc-
tions.

“The U.S. labels anyone who does
not support its policy a ‘terrorist,”
said Ibrahim Al-Ahmadi, a mem-
ber of the Al-Rashad Union’s Su-
preme Committee. He said that the
U.S. had, in the past, enlisted Al-
Humaiqani to document civilian
deaths in drone strikes in Yemen,
as he also works for AlKarama, an
NGO headquartered in Geneva that

2) W
monitors human rights abuses. Al-
Humaiqani is a cofounder of the
international organization and the
head of the Yemeni branch.

According to Al-Ahmadi, the U.S.
neither notified Al-Humaiqgani nor
contacted him before taking action
against him.

“The U.S. does not provide evi-
dence to justify adding anyone to
this list, and anyone can easily be
blacklisted,” said Abdurrahman
Barman, a lawyer at the National
Organization for Defending Rights
and Freedoms, known as HOOD.

Barman believes that the U.S.
has sanctioned Al-Humaiqgani for
“defending human rights and ex-
posing American crimes taking
place in Yemen through the use of
drones.”

The Yemen Times attempted to
contact the U.S. Embassy in Sana’a
for comment but calls and emails
were not returned.

Parliament to retain positions for

another two

NDC agrees to preserve the
government body as Yemen’s
transition continues

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Dec. 23—The Reconcili-
ation Committee at the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC) agreed
on Saturday to a two-year extension
for Yemen’s current Parliament to
follow the conclusion of the confer-
ence at the end of this year.

“An agreement was reached
where the Parliament will be main-
tained, a national partnership gov-
ernment will be established and the
Shura Council will be reformed,”
said Dr. Ahmed Sharaf Al-Deen, a
member of the Reconciliation Com-
mittee.

Technically the current Parlia-
ment’s term ended in 2009. Fol-
lowing a compromise between the
ruling party—headed by former
President Ali Abdulla Saleh—the
General People’s Congress (GPC)
and the opposition, the Joint Meet-
ings Party (JMP), leaders agreed
to extend members terms by two
years. But elections never took place
in 2011 because of the breakout of
Yemen’s popular uprising.

Many recognize the decision to
maintain Parliament as a compro-
mise made in exchange for allowing
for an extension of interim presi-
dent, Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s
term. The GPC, which Saleh still
heads, controls the majority of Par-
liament. The party had previously

years

been staunch opponents to a pro-
longing of Hadi’s transitional role.
“The NDC is in the final phase
and deals are currently signed be-
tween political components, most
of which will benefit the Islah [Par-
ty] and GPC, who still dominate the

political scene in Yemen,” said Zain
Al-Mutawakel, a Sana’a-based po-
litical analyst.

President Hadi is likely to stay in
power for another two years as he
oversees a continuation of Yemen’s
transitional process.

geted by us,” he said.

“Al-Qaeda’s statement is un-
doubtedly true and aims to justify
the killings...at the hospital, par-
ticularly as some Al-Qaeda sym-
pathizers did not expect Al-Qaeda
to do such a thing,” said Saeed Al-
Jamhi, the head of Al-Jamhi Stud-
ies and Research Center and an ex-
pert on terrorism.

“The statement is very danger-
ous...because Al-Qaeda has threat-
ened to attack government loca-
tions...saying that they have a list
of locations,” Al-Jamhi added.

Although, Al-Jamhi is convinced
of the validity of the video, he does
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not rule out the possibility that out-
side parties were also involved.

“The easy movement of Al-Qae-
da inside main cities, and its abil-
ity to enter military locations with
explosive-laden cars indicates that
some forces collude with Al-Qae-
da,” he said.

There have been some discrep-
ancies about the number of attack-
ers involved in the incident. In the
video, Al-Raimi says nine opera-
tives carried out the operation on
the Ministry, while a government
investigation committee initially
reported that “12 armed men” were
involved.

"

g ! Lt
8

I

me

VB
| FEam

The video may have achieved its
intended purpose of making the
organization look sympathetic to-
wards average Yemenis. A man
who identified himself as an Al-
Qaeda sympathizer, who spoke to
the Yemen Times on condition of
anonymity, said, “The statement
was directed at Al-Qaeda sympa-
thizers, who were shocked by the
attack [on civilians], in order to ex-
plain that Al-Qaeda does not target
[civilians].

This most recent video comes a
week after Al-Malahim released a
10-minute video threatening gov-
ernment interests.
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Smuggled and counter-
feit medicine pose seri-
ous health risks to pa-
tients, experts say

Story and photo by
Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Dec. 23—A number of aca-
demics and doctors have called for
strict enforcement of laws prohibit-
ing medicine smuggling, a growing
phenomenon in Yemen.

According to the Health Ministry,
as much as 60 percent of medicines

are smuggled into the country, in-
cluding counterfeit products. Dur-
ing a press conference in August,
the health minister said that close to
1,500 kinds of smuggled and coun-
terfeit drugs are readily available in
the Yemeni market.

Convicted drug smugglers face
three years in prison and a fine of
YR700,000 ($3,256), according to
Ahmed Al-Qubati, the central moni-
toring coordinator at the Health
Ministry. However, the law is rarely
enforced.

“Laws need to be modernized be-
cause there is overlap in the work of
the Health Ministry and local coun-
cils,” said Abdulwahab Haza, a mem-

24 December, 2013

ber of the Supreme Board for Drugs
and Medical Appliances (SBDMA),
a regulatory body that monitors the
medicine market. The SBDMA is re-
sponsible for inspecting drugs as well
as confiscating and destroying them
when they do not meet standards.

Haza said that the responsibilities
of the various agencies are unclear,
and that “the real reason behind the
growing phenomenon of drug smug-
gling is the ineffectiveness of moni-
toring authorities....This  creates
overlapping responsibilities between
the SBDMA, the Health Ministry and
the local councils.”

Dr. Mahyoub Al-Shabibi, the head
of the Kaizen Foundation, a NGO
that is dedicated to raising aware-
ness about health related issues,
said, the organization is in the mid-
dle of a campaign that presents the
detrimental health effects of unregu-
lated medicine.

On Dec. 10, physicians and aca-
demics launched an awareness cam-
paign in governorates nation-wide
called, “My medicine is my life.” Ac-
cording to Al-Shabibi, the campaign
targets relevant state authorities, im-
porting companies, and pharmacists,
educating them about counterfit and
smuggled medicine unfit for human
consumption.

The campaign began in Sana’a and
Dhamar governorates and will be ex-

tended to Taiz and Aden in the com-
ing weeks.

“When those responsible for
[quality] medicines are aware of the
dangers of smuggled and counterfeit
drugs, they will avoid selling them.
This will have a positive effect on
consumers’ health,” Al-Shabibi said.

Of particular concern for many is
the vulnerability of populations in
rural areas.

“The [potential for harm] is great-
er when these smuggled and coun-
terfeit drugs are sold in rural areas,
where there is no monitoring and no
awareness,” said Dr. Abdulqawi Al-
Shamiri, the secretary general of the
Yemeni Doctors Syndicate.

The doctor says storage for illegal
medicine is also potentially harmful
to patients.

“Smuggled medicines are not
stored properly,” he said. “This can
make them ineffective...even if they
were produced by reputable interna-
tional drug companies.”

Another part of the problem is a
lack of local availability of medicines
that have been properly manufac-
tured and stored.

“Lots of pharmacies make the mis-
take of buying counterfeit medicines
because [certain medicines are] un-
available in the market,” said Mo-
hammed Al-Bajli, a pharmacist in
Sana’a.

Tension continues to rise in Hadramout

Tribes say they are los-
ing faith in government
promises

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 23—The Hadramout
Tribal Federation threatened on
Monday to block roads that allow for
the passage of oil exports in the area
if the government does not follow
through with promised concessions,
including the evacuation of army and
security forces from the governorate.

“We will escalate [our response].
We will go on strike to paralyze

the governorate,” Saleh Molla, the
spokesperson for the federation, told
the Yemen Times.

On Friday, mass anti-government
rallies took place all over Hadramout,
resulting in several sporadic clashes
in districts throughout the governor-
ate. Several houses and stores in
the city of Al-Mukalla, Al-Shihr and
Sayoun were reportedly set on fire.
There was one reported death in Al-
Mukalla on Friday and another on
Sunday. Ten people were also report-
ed injured.

Local journalist Hadba’a Al-Yazedi
told the Yemen Times that a military
vehicle and police station in Al-Mu-
kalla were set on fire.

“Government offices have stopped
operating and schools have been shut
down since Sunday,” Molla said.

He added that government forces
and local tribesmen have been peri-
odically exchanging fire since Friday
in both Al-Mukalla and Al-Shihr.

Telecommunication was also out
for the majority of the day on Friday
throughout the governorate as a re-
sult of the protests and the inability
of government offices to open.

While the governor of Hadramout
has made it clear that he will need
time to follow through with the terms
agreed to—including increasing jobs
in the oil sector for area residents
and the investigation of soldiers

who killed a prominent sheikh at
a checkpoint in Seyoun city earlier
this month—the Tribal Federation
says they are not confident in the
government following through. The
federation is specifically skeptical of
the government’s promise to remove
security forces, another demand the
governor said they would meet grad-
ually.

The deputy manager of the Army’s
Morale Guidance Department, Ali
Ghalib Al-Harazi, downplayed the
situation in Hadramout, saying ev-
erything “has settled and is okay.”

“Though some clashes continue
in Al-Mukalla and Al-Shihr, these
clashes are minor,” he said.
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The root of the mass protests can
be traced back to early December
when Sheikh Sa’ad Bin Hamad Har-
bish was shot dead at the entrance
to the city of Sayoun by checkpoint
soldiers. The sheikh reportedly re-
fused to stop at the routine check-
point when soldiers asked to inspect
the convoy he was travelling with
for weapons. Following the sheikh’s
death, the Hardramout Tribal Feder-
ation almost immediately demanded
all government forces be removed
from the area.

What began as a tribal issue has
grown into a larger call for indepen-
dence in the South. Hadramout’s
neighboring Southern governorates

including Aden and Lahj also took to
the streets on Friday to protest what
they are calling “an occupation by the
Northern army.

The North and South were unified
in 1990 and the South initiated a brief
civil war in 1994 to win back their in-
dependence. In 2007, calls for seces-
sion reemerged with the creation of
the Southern Movement.

Clashes all over the South have
been reported since Friday.

Hirak supporters in Aden raised
the Southern flag in public institu-
tions including schools, health facili-
ties and police stations this weekend
as a show of solidarity with Had-
ramout.
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Spike in price of sugar leaves sour taste for sweets makers

Story and photo by
Mohammed Al-Hassani

ehind a glass window
display artfully filled
with Yemeni and Le-
vantine sweets, Abdul-
star Eidah stands anx-
iously waiting for his first customer
of the day. It will be a while before

e
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he makes a sale.

Business is suffering. Comparing
the money he made three years ago
to this year’s profits, the 30-year-
old sweets maker says he is not
pleased.

It’s not only the lack of customers
at his shop that have Eidah worried
about the future of his business. He
blames an increase in sugar prices—
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the staple ingre-
dient in his sweet

creations—for his
current  financial
downturn.

In Yemen, sugar
prices are always

subject to slight
fluctuations. But,
when the price

of a 50 kg bag of
sugar increased by
YR200 (93 cents)

for a wholesale
price of YR7,200
($33) in Novem-

ber, people felt the
crunch. It was the
first fixed increase
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a relatively large
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Sugar price hikes ™ Tt e & Iveed
were precipitated : ar

by the loss of 180,
000 tons of raw
sugar for export at
the Brazilian San-
tos Port this fall.
This loss was the
result of a massive,
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Percentage of market share for sugar import
companies in 2011

Data source: The Ministry of Industry and Trade
Visualized by the Yemen Times

hours-long fire on

Oct. 18 at a ware-

house owned by Copersucar, Bra-
zil’s largest sugar exporter and one
of the largest sugar producers in the
world.

Yemen depends on imports to
meet its sugar consumption needs.
Brazil provides about 56 percent of
the sugar imports for the nation, fol-
lowed by India at 30 percent, Saudi
Arabia at six percent, and Thailand
at three percent.

Yemen imported over 609 million
tons of sugar in 2011, according to
Abdulrahman Al-Dahbali, an of-
ficial in of charge of imports at the
Central Chamber of Operations of
the Ministry of Industry and Trade.

In order to cope with the price
hike, vendors have had to get cre-
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ative. Ammar Saif Saeed, a 28-
year-old employee at a sweets shop
on Al-Zubairi Street in Sana’a, said
they have resorted to reducing the
size of their products.

"Customers won't accept increas-
es in the price of sweets, but they
will accept a smaller size at the ex-
isting price," he said.

Another reason for the price rise
is a local monopoly that is con-
trolled by a very small group of
sugar importers, according to Ali
Abdulrahman, an employee in the
Trade Protection and Monopoly
Prevention Department at the Min-
istry of Industry and Trade.

According to a government sur-
vey, 63 percent of the local market
is controlled by five companies.

Vendors are not keeping up with sugar prices.

“Sugar  importers  informed
wholesale traders last month about
a [coming] YR200 [93 cents] in-
crease in the price of each 50 kg bag
of sugar and prices spiked immedi-
ately as the government didn’t take
any action against the price-fixing,”
Abdulrahman said.

Sugar companies have defended
their price adjustment.

“The YR200 increase isn’'t too
much and will not create disorder
in the markets or [cause] any [other]
strategic change to worry about in
prices,” said a 10-year veteran em-
ployee in general administration at
one of the companies included in
the monopoly. The source asked
not to be identified as he was not
authorized to speak to the press.

However, Eidah said the increase
in the price of sugar does affect his
sales and products.

“We try to avoid passing these in-
creased costs along to our custom-
ers because they don’t believe that
our costs have increased [and they
think that we are just trying to in-
crease our profits],” he said.

He explains that vendors are the
ones absorbing the price hike, not

consumers.

“For example, we have been sell-
ing a certain kind of sweet at YR30
[13 cents] per piece for four years
now,” even though the price has
continued to increase, Eidah said.

“The sugar companies can raise
the price of sugar by [anything they
want] simply as a display of their
strength,” said economic analyst
Kamal Al-Sebai.

“Prices should be consistent glob-
ally, but greedy businessmen who
belong to strong and influential
families control the local prices,” he
said.

The Competition Protection and
Monopoly Prevention Department
at the Ministry of Industry and
Trade conducted a study in 2012
on competition in the sugar import
industry. Although the government
identified a growing monopoly in
the sector, no action has been taken
to regulate the industry, which an-
gers shopkeepers like Eidah.

Sana’a resident Taiseer Al-Mad-
haji said consumers are ultimately
the most affected. They are at the
end of the line once a price change
does into effect, Al-Madhaji said.

ADVERTORIAL

Double delivery takes Emirates
A380 fleet to 44

One in three A380s
flying today is an
Emirates aircraft

DUBAI, UAE, 21 December 2013
— Emirates has received delivery
of its 43rd and 44th A380 aircraft
with a double delivery from Airbus’
Finkenwerder facility in Hamburg,
Germany.

“Our customers love the A380 -
from the qui-
eter cabins
and spacious
layout on the
main deck, to
the on-board
lounge and
shower spas in
our premium
cabins. It is a
beautiful air-
craft which we
have packed
full of the best
inflight com-
forts and prod-
ucts. From
an operator
standpoint,
the A380 is
still one of the
most fuel ef-
ficient aircraft
per seat. It
offers us some flexibility in range
and also helps us to meet demand
at slot-constrained airports,” said
Tim Clark, President Emirates Air-
line.

“Continuous improvements are
being made to the A380, by the
manufacturer as well as by Emir-
ates in terms of our on-board prod-
uct. For instance our latest A380s
have been fitted with even bigger
high definition LCD TV screens to

I

enhance the inflight entertainment
experience. We've also introduced
new touch-screen tablets that al-
low passengers to control all their
seat functions and movie selections
with just one swipe. Small details,
but all these add up to provide a
great flying experience,” he added.
The 43rd and 44th Emirates
A380s offer 14 seats in First Class,
76 seats in Business Class and 427
seats in Economy Class, and will be
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Double A380 delivery takes Emirates’ A380 fleet to 44.

put into service starting 21 Decem-
ber, initially operating on flights to
Mauritius and Munich.

Click here to take a virtual tour
on-board Emirates’ A380 with
Google Street View.

Emirates operates the world’s
largest fleet of A380s, flying one in
three of these modern jets in the
skies today. Emirates was the first
airline to order the aircraft back in
2000, and it ordered another 50

more at the Dubai Air Show in No-
vember. In 2013, Emirates received
13 A380 aircraft and it expects to
receive another 13 in 2014. The air-
line still has 96 more A380s worth
USD 43 billion on order, of which
71 are expected to be delivered over
the next five years, before the end
of 2018.

From its Dubai hub and dedicat-
ed A380 terminal, Emirates’ A380s
crisscross the globe flying to 24 des-
tinations span-
ning Los Ange-
les to Auckland.
Illustrating the
range of the
A380, Emirates’
currently oper-
ates the world’s
longest non-stop
A380 service
(13,414 kilome-
ters), with its
daily A380 flight
between Dubai
and Los Angeles,
launched ear-
lier this month.
Emirates’ short-
est A380 flight is
between Bang-
kok and Hong

Kong, clocking
1,900 kilome-
ters.

Emirates’ current A380 destina-
tions are: Amsterdam, Auckland,
Bangkok, Beijing, Dubai, Hong
Kong, Jeddah, Kuala Lumpur, Lon-
don Heathrow, Los Angeles, Man-

chester, Mauritius, Melbourne,
Moscow, Munich, New York JFK,
Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore,

Shanghai, Sydney, Toronto, and
Brisbane. Emirates will start op-
erating scheduled A380 services to
Zurich from January 2014.
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Looking for a job?

Jamal Nassar

aving the right mind-
set and conditioning
yourself to think in
a certain way is the
most important step
to get you on your designated path
of success.
How do you do that? Keep in
mind the following:

e The road to success has no
shortcuts. Successful people
have failed before, just like you.
Now, you have something in
common with successful peo-
ple, not all of them, but most.

e  Successful people have worked
hard to come up with solutions

for their problems, their com-
munities’ problems and the
nation at large. Be one of these
people. Ask yourself, “How can
I solve a small problem and
come up with a solution that
also satisfies my ambitions?”

e A person who does this falls
into one of the following cat-
egories:

- Has respect and value for
time
- Ishighly determined
- An adventurer
Or better yet, all three.

Get started now by internalizing the
following advice. Prove your value
and offer your experience and work

for free for a period of time. You will

not regret it. Don’t stop here, go on

reading, I promise you, it’s worth
it.

e  Work itself is part of self-re-
alization so even when you'’re
working for free, you will not be
earning money per se, but you
will be on the road to self-real-
ization. Not a bad start!

e  When you work, you don’t have
to deal with unemployment,
and we all know what unem-
ployment is. For those who
don’t, unemployment is totally
a waste of time and energy that
could be productively used
otherwise. It leads to extreme
boredom, low self-esteem, and

US must be clear about
its objectives in the
Middle East next year

Hussein Ibish
Thenational.ae
First Published Dec. 21

or American relations

with the Arab world,

2014 must be a year of

clarification. An unprec-

edented series of ques-
tion marks accumulated through-
out 2013 about the role of the U.S.
in the region. This trend cannot
continue. Long-standing strategic
relations require renovation, and
the onus for this cannot fall exclu-
sively on either Arabs or Americans
alone.

Both the regional landscape and
American policy have been in tre-
mendous flux. Americans worry
that the region is spinning out of
control and question their own abil-
ity to influence these events. Those
in the Middle East who look to the
U.S. to play a stabilizing role seem
flummoxed by America’s apparent-
ly cautious and occasionally unpre-
dictable reactions.

In one instance, though, calcu-
lated ambiguity has proved helpful.
John Kerry’s extraordinary efforts
to resuscitate Israeli-Palestinian
negotiations have yielded talks
amid the utmost secrecy. Rarely
has there been such a tight lid both
within Washington and among the
parties involved, despite dubious
leaks from marginal figures.

Kerry has protected the process
from domestic politics on both
sides, but at the necessary cost of
allowing skepticism to grow.

No one should expect 2014 to
deliver a final peace agreement.
But an understanding to extend
the talks has now become far more
plausible. A potential formula could
include Palestinian acknowledge-
ment of Israel as a Jewish home-
land, and Israel’s acceptance of the
1967 borders with mutually agreed
land swaps as the basis for a future
border. If negotiations are extended
for at least an additional year, this
could provide a basis for further
progress.

Next year will also clarify the tra-
jectory of American negotiations
with Iran. The interim agreement
is supposed to set the stage for a

broader resolution of the Iranian
nuclear issue.

One interpretation holds that the
U.S. and Iran must have seen some
possibility of deeper rapproche-
ment, and that this is the ultimate
goal both seek. Another view per-
ceives them as buying time. A third
perspective takes the negotiations
at face value, believing the parties
are engaging without any firm as-
sumptions.

If a wide-ranging nuclear deal
is to be achieved, it will probably
start to take shape over the next
year. And, if it involves any broader
Iranian-American understanding,
there will surely be signs of that too.
If, on the other hand, the interim
agreement is simply extended with-
out additional progress, that would
indicate this year’s “breakthrough”
was just a play for time.

Finally, there is a strong pos-
sibility of a breakdown of negotia-
tions altogether, and a return to the
standoff that logically culminates
with American military action.

The future of U.S.-Iranian talks
will have profound implications for
the security concerns of America’s
Gulf allies. Doubts, and even griev-
ances—most dramatically aired in
an unusually blunt New York Times
op-ed by the Saudi ambassador to
the U.K.—are therefore also likely
to either be exacerbated or attenu-
ated in the coming year.

Egyptian-American relations re-
quire significant attention as well.
Kerry has toned down some Ameri-
can reservations about the removal
of Mohammed Morsi from office.
But aspects of U.S.-Egyptian rela-
tions remain suspended, particu-
larly military cooperation, as Wash-
ington is still uncomfortable with
some of the Egyptian government’s
policies.

Given how the political landscape
is developing, strategic relations be-
tween the U.S., the Gulf states and
Egypt are likely to move in similar
directions. In 2014, these relation-
ships will either improve or deterio-
rate from the current unusual and
unsustainable ambiguity, depend-
ing on what both sides do and say.

The most difficult policy challenge
facing both Arab governments and

the U.S. will be Syria. There has long
been a predominance of opinion in
Washington that the United States
“lacks good options” in Syria and
therefore should do little.

The rise of Al Qaeda-linked
groups, and fading fortunes of
non-Islamist armed opposition,
has produced an increasingly vo-
cal constituency in the American
establishment for actually endors-
ing Bashar Al Assad’s continuation
in power.

The self-fulfilling notion that
the U.S. has “no good options in
Syria” seems increasingly vindi-
cated to its proponents. But the
hands-off approach that followed
has been a major factor in ensur-
ing options are limited. This is a
self-defeating, self-fulfilling and
self-perpetuating policy mistake.
And it could persist for years.

Moreover, as long as the U.S. in-
sists that Al Assad must go, while
simultaneously working with him
as a partner in destroying his
chemical weapons, American pol-
icy will continue to seem at cross
purposes with both itself and the
interests of its Arab allies.

Syria’s horrifying conflict is the
most urgent regional issue because
of its intense violence, huge casu-
alties, refugee crisis, destabiliz-
ing “spillover” effect and function
as a sectarian proxy battlefield.
But it’s also, unfortunately, the
conundrum most likely to prove
resistant to clarification, let alone
resolution.

Nonetheless, 2014 ought to
provide clarity on several difficult
questions between the U.S. and
some of its key Arab allies.

The interests that first drew
them together haven’t fundamen-
tally altered.

Therefore neither should the
core strategic calculation of coop-
eration, so 2014 should be the year
of repairing the American-Arab
strategic partnership where it has
been recently fraying.

Hussein Ibish is a senior fellow at
the American Task Force on Pal-
estine, a columnist for Now Media
and blogs at www.ibishblog.com

can easily cause you to adopt
bad habits, become sick or suf-
fer from psychological distress.
Nobody wants that.

e So, when you work for free, you
don’t gain much, right? Wrong,
you accumulate experience
that adds value to your skills
and your CV.

e Here it comes. When you look
at this as an opportunity to
showcase your skills and
your value to an organization,
don’t you think it would make
you easily identifiable and rec-
ognizable by employers? This
means higher chances of being
employed with a salary, maybe
a good one.

Start offering your skills and time
for free, it pays off. A friend of mine
worked two months for free in a
company of his choice, then the
third month for a small salary. He
earned himself a permanent posi-
tion in the company with a higher
salary than his peers. Is this always
the case? No, but at least he tried.

e Nowworking forfree maysound
cheap to some. But, working for
free may give you negotiation
skills that you might not have
had otherwise. It may offer you
the power to negotiate for a
position in a department that

e Business

interests you. You may be able
to negotiate for preferred work-
ing hours, and if you choose to,
you potentially could request a
couple hours off daily to con-
tinue your job hunt. If you are
providing value to an organiza-
tion, your potential employer
may cover a transportation al-
lowance.

e Here is another motivation for

you to work for free. You may
end up “being at the right
place at the right time.”
Make sure to be there.

owners, successful
managers and performers all
like to network, socialize and
work with hardworking people
who take chances. Take the
chance and get closer to them.

e Another option is to work for a

charitable organization or
NGO of your choice. This way
you add volunteer experience
to your CV, which multination-
al and international corpora-
tions appreciate.

e Finally, imagine how it will feel

competing for that dream job by
virtue of creative initiative
you have taken personally. This
way you satisfy yourself before
you seek to satisfy others. You
may not land your dream job,
but if you land a job that pays

a moderately good salary for
now, you have achieved your
objective.

e In the beginning, don’t expect
much financial reward. Howev-
er the other rewards are worth
it. You only risk developing a
positive attitude (remember
conditioning the mind). This is
what distinguishes successful
people from others, they have
the right frame of mind. When
you couple that with a positive
attitude, your world and oppor-
tunities become limitless.

Easier said than done, right?

Right!

Unemployment is an experience no

one wants, especially young gradu-

ates. I have read research papers
on national development strategies
and the effects of unemployment.

One study links unemployment to

higher rates of mortality, heart dis-

ease, psychological illnesses, crime
and suicide.

Take matters into your own
hands. Be the leader of your own
life, don’t wait for others to change
it. Make that change.

Jamal Nassar is a management
trainer and consultant based in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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Shrinking the financial fallout of natural disasters

IRIN
First Published Dec. 9

elief will be more easily

and quickly available,

and the economic fall-

out much more man-

ageable, if governments
project and plan fiscally for potential
natural disasters and their human
and economic toll well in advance,
experts say.

The U.N. Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR) has calculated
that since 2000, economies have
lost as much as $2.5 trillion due to
natural hazards. In 2011 Thailand
lost around 5 percent of its gross do-
mestic product (GDP) to floods, and
Japan lost some 4 percent of its GDP
to the earthquake and tsunami.

The latest major disaster in the
region, Typhoon Haiyan in the Phil-
ippines, is likely to cause losses of
around $12.5 billion, or 5 percent of
the 2012 GDP in this lower middle-
income country, Margareta Wahl-
strom, the special representative of
the U.N. secretary-general for disas-
ter risk reduction, told IRIN.

The death and destruction in the
Philippines is the worst since 1991.
Up to Dec. 9, the typhoon, which
struck on Nov. 8, had affected more
than 12 million people, killed nearly
6,000 and left almost 1,800 more
missing.

“It is vital that finance ministers
and policymakers understand the
simple truth that investing in reduc-
ing disaster risk, protecting critical
infrastructure, such as schools, hos-
pitals and transport systems, pays
rich dividends,” Wahlstrom said.

Venkatachalam Anbumozhi, a spe-
cialist in capacity building at the To-
kyo-based Asian Development Bank
Institute (ADBI), told IRIN that nat-
ural disasters and changing climate
patterns have significantly disrupted
economic growth and development
work globally over the last decade,
but governments are still slow to
plan for them financially.

“There are no annual budgetary
outlays for climate change [impact]
or natural disasters,” he said. “If fi-

© Jason Gutierrez/IRIN

With winds up to 275 km per hour, buildings were smashed,
trees were uprooted and vehicles overturned in the Philippines.

nance ministries could look into how
much a country is incurring due to
such risks, then we can better target
allocations.”

Anbumozhi said if the impacts of
potential disasters are factored in
when annual growth predictions and
fiscal allocations are made, coun-
tries can avoid, to a certain extent,
sudden economic upheavals. If allo-
cations are not spent during a given
period, they can be rolled over into
the next finance period.

Annual global weather-related
losses have quadrupled from about
$50 billion in the 1980s to around
$200 billion in 2013, the World
Bank said, citing data by reinsur-
ance group Munich Re.

In recent years the Bank has pro-
moted climate resilient develop-
mental policies in order to protect
its investments. “At the World Bank
Group, we are putting disaster risk
management at the forefront of
our agenda. We know there is a lot
we can, and must, do to reduce the
impact of disasters,” Rachel Kyte,
the World Bank’s vice president of
sustainable development, said at
the recent launch of a report on inte-
grating climate and disaster risk into
development planning.

Wahlstrom said poorer nations
with the most to lose may be the
ones with the least resources to plan

ahead. “Naturally, countries that
lack the financial resources to ab-
sorb the losses from severe weather
events will experience lower GDP
growth in the years that follow, com-
pared with the estimated growth
that would have occurred without
storm impacts.”

Most vulnerable but ill-pre-
pared

The East with its bulging urban pop-
ulations is especially at risk. A recent
ADBI report, citing data from U.N.
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, projected that 67 percent of
Asia’s population will be living in cit-
ies by 2050.

Unbalanced urban  develop-
ment has made Asian mega-cities
ill-prepared to face increasingly er-
ratic weather, resulting in peren-
nial and worsening urban floods in
some parts. Disregard for buildings
codes in Bangladesh’s capital, Dha-
ka, for example, increases the risk of
massive destruction and death in the
event of an earthquake.

The Asia-Pacific region bears most
of the economic losses from natural
disasters—the nearly $300 billion
price tag in 2012 was 80 percent of
the global total—and 2013 has been
no different.

In June, South Asia’s annual mon-
soon moved faster than usual, leav-

ing a trail of destruction from the
southern coast of Sri Lanka, across
Sindh province in eastern Pakistan,
to the Punjab in western India, and
up into Uttarakand state in north-
eastern India. More than 6,000 lives
were lost and close to 2.2 million
people were stranded, mostly in In-
dia.

In early October, the category 5
Typhoon Phailin slammed into the
east Indian states of Andhra Pradesh
and Orissa. The Indian government
estimated 50 deaths from the ty-
phoon, while local authorities said
12 million people had been affected
and nearly half a million evacuated.

Sri Lanka’s Finance Secretary,
Punchi Banda Jayasundera, recently
said a severe drought in 2012 caused
hydropower production to fall by up
to 40 percent, forcing the country to
spent $2 billion on purchasing fuel
for power generation—55 percent of
its oil imports.

Central bank governor Ajith Ni-
vard Cabraal said such impacts have
prompted the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to keep a close eye on weather
patterns.

ADBI's Anbumozhi says govern-
ments are still “reluctant” to con-
sider climate induced risks and plan
ahead for them, even though plan-
ning could minimize economic loss-
es and keep money readily available
to help save lives. Experts warn that
short-term savings can mean long-
term losses.

Recent examples in India have
shown that planning for a disaster
can drastically reduce deaths, Wahl-
strom said. In 1999, when another
cyclone on the scale of Phailin struck
in Orissa, more than 10,000 people
died. Mass evacuations in 2013 re-
duced fatalities to a double-digit
figure, but she stressed that despite
reducing loss of life, authorities
worldwide have been unable to do
the same for economic losses.

“Clearly, more work needs to be
done, in particular addressing the
underlying drivers of risk, the main
ones of which are weak governance,
poor planning and land use, poverty
and lack of protection of ecosystems,

particularly in coastal areas and
floodplains.”

Anbumozhi suggests a focus on
low-carbon policies. According to
ADBI, Asia’s lower- and middle-
income countries will lose as much
as 6 percent of their GDP if global
warming continues at an annual rate
of 2 degrees Celsius.

“There has been lots of work done
on early warning in the region in the
last decade,” said Gulam Rasul, Paki-
stan’s chief meteorologist. “The next

step is to plan ahead to absorb the
damage and impact of disasters.”

But planning is no panacea. The
Philippines and Bangladesh—two
of the world’s most disaster-prone
countries—have also pursued di-
saster risk reduction through leg-
islation, cyclone preparedness and
“building back better,” said Wahl-
strom.

This article is republished with per-
mission from IRIN.
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post please visit the following link:

PROGRESSIO

Progressio Yemen is currently seeking qualified candidates for the following post:

*  Participatory Planning and Monitoring Adviser , based in Aden
*  Participatory Planning and Monitoring Adviser , based in Had-

To know more about the required qualifications, roles and responsibilities of the

www.progressio.org.uk/jobs

Interested candidates for these posts must complete Progressio’s applica-
tion form specifying the post they are applying for to the following e-mail
address: recruitment@progressio.org.uk. Please note CVs will not be

considered.

For further information and an application form, please visit
Www.progressio.org.uk

Closing date: 5™ January. 2014
Interviews: Mid-January 2014 (in Sana’a)
(Only short listed candidates will be contacted)

Progressio has been leading the way on practical international development issues

for more than forty years. Whether through placing development workers overseas,

or in our policy and advocacy achievements, Progressio has a track record of
making a difference
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for the loss of his father,

Sheikh Ali Saleh Al-Humidi

"And give good news to the patients who, when a misfortune befalls them,

say, ' Surely we are Allsh's and to him we shall surely return."”

We extend our heartfelt condolences and sincerest sympathy to

Engineer Nasr Ali Al-Humidi

Head of the Petroleum Exploration and Production Authority,

We pray to Allah to shower blessings upon him. May his soul rest in peace

Production Authority:

Deputies, general managers and all employees of the Oil Exploration and

Mourners will be received for 3 days starting Monday December 23, 2013 in the

Mothhelat Al-Sharqg Hall, located on Al-Dairi Al-Gharbi, in front of Sakhr Street
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The legality of drones:
‘The strike targeted civilians by mistake’

Let’s start with Mr. Al-Bashiri.
How did you react to the news
that a drone strike had target-
ed a wedding convoy, claiming
a dozen lives?

Al-Bashiri: First of all, I offer my
condolences to the victims’ fami-
lies. T also offer my condolences
to the families of those who have
perished in previous strikes and
express my deep sorrow to the Ye-
meni people in general. Second, I
feel extreme...anger regarding what
has happened. The government and
the president should take decisive
action [against these strikes] even if
they have signed agreements to al-
low American drones to target Al-
Qaeda. Where is Al-Qaeda? I do not
think it exists. Even if it exists, did
the Americans not create it? So now
they want to get rid of it. Why are
we even involved in this issue?

Let us shift to Mr. Al-Jamal.
Is this last strike in Al-Beidha
different from previous drone
strikes?

Al-Jamal: 1 think there is no dif-
ference between the raid that tar-
geted the wedding convoy in Ra’ada
and the previous raids that targeted
Al-Qaeda and any Yemeni [citizens].
American [spying] and shelling, in
principle, is wrong because it kills
illegally and without trial. I can-
not differentiate between strikes
that target Al-Qaeda members and
strikes that [might] target citizens
because these strikes are [made
outside of the legal system]. I dis-
agree with those who differentiate
between them because it is a viola-
tion of Yemeni sovereignty to kill
[any Yemeni citizens, be they Al-
Qaeda members or not]. I disagree
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with Al-Bashiri that Al-Qaeda does
not exist.

What is some of the most sig-
nificant information that you
have learned about the last
strike in Al-Beidha?
Al-Jamal: The Yemeni govern-
ment claimed that some leading Al-
Qaeda figures were targeted in the
wedding convoy. In fact, no Al-Qae-
da affiliate was targeted. The strike
targeted civilians by mistake.

Why are people angry now?
There have been many previ-
ous strikes.

Al-Bashiri: Drones have [recent-
ly] been storming targets randomly
without any regard for civilians.

Official Yemeni media outlets
have reported the killing of
leading Al-Qaeda figures [in
various strikes]. To what de-
gree is this true?

Al-Jamal: The Yemeni govern-
ment has reported the names of Al-
Qaeda [operatives] who were target-
ed in American drone strikes. Later
on, it turns out that those named
are still alive. This is not the first
time that the Yemeni government
has attempted to cover up crimes
committed by American drones in
Yemen by falsely publishing names
of dead Al-Qaeda [operatives]. In
the end, we found this information
to be false.

On what [intelligence] do
the Americans base [their]
strikes?

Al-Jamal: [The Americans] rely
on the monitoring of the Yemeni
security forces and the coordinates

that they supply, as well as on spies
who install electronic chips in sus-
pects’ cars.

Do American drones rely
[solely] on information pro-
vided by Yemeni intelligence
apparatuses and security au-
thorities?

Al-Jamal: The Yemeni security
authorities are not alone in provid-
ing information. There are many
sides that compete to earn Ameri-
can loyalty through offers of infor-
mation. This leads us to pose the
question, ‘What is the role of local
Yemeni leadership?’ I think they
do not play a role in terms of this
issue. Since 2011 there have been
numerous occasions when people
have taken to the streets to protest
American drone attacks, but the
protests were not united. I think
that the silence of the Yemeni gov-
ernment is somewhat excusable if
we compare its silence to the lack
of popular participation. I believe
that if there was popular pressure,
the situation would have [already]
changed.

Do you think the stance of Par-
liament [who in a non-binding
statement called for an end
to drone attacks in Yemen’s
airspace] regarding the latest
drone strike was adequate?
Al-Bashiri: The Parliament rep-
resents the people. I think it has
played its role. What is missing is
the role of civil society organiza-
tions and political parties.

Some people hold tribes that
protect Al-Qaeda affiliates re-
sponsible. What do you think?
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Following a drone strike that hit a wedding convoy in the Ra’ada dis-
trict in Al-Beidha governorate on Dec. 11, the controversy surrounding
the use of drones as a means to combat terrorism has resurfaced. The
attack, in which 12 people died and eight others were injured, has rein-
vigorated anti-drone activists’ arguments that the technology is not ac-
curate enough nor the policy governing the strikes transparent enough.
While both the U.S. and Yemeni governments have partnered in the so-
called war on terror and endorsed the use of drones, examples like the
December strike are forcing citizens and activists alike to press their
leaders for answers. The Yemeni government has said that the strike
in Al-Beidha targeted Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) af-
filiates. Mohammed Al-Bashiri, the secretary general of Al-Salam Par-
ty, the first political party established following the 2011 uprising, has
been an outspoken opponent of drone strikes. In an interview with the
Yemen Times, he along with Abdulrazaq Al-Jamal, an expert special-
izing in Al-Qaeda affairs, discuss the legal and moral implications of
extrajudicial killings.

Interview and photos by Mohammed Al-Hassani

Al-Bashiri: 1 may agree, but I call
on all tribesmen to inform the se-
curity apparatus about any Al-Qae-
da affiliates. [This may prevent]
American drones from targeting
[civilians].

What about you, Mr. Al-Ja-
mal?

Al-Jamal:1don’t think that Amer-
ican drones are [stopping tribes
from] protecting Al-Qaeda mem-
bers as [drones] may cause several
tribes to [actually] join Al-Qaeda. I
think that if American drones con-
tinue to violate Yemen’s sovereignty
and Kkill civilians, the tribes will
not only protect Al-Qaeda affiliates
but will join Al-Qaeda themselves.
Seeking help from American drones
[instead of handling Al-Qaeda it-
self] proves that the Yemeni gov-
ernment is a failed one.

State-run media reports on
[aerial] strikes carried out by
Yemen’s Air Force against Al-
Qaeda’s strongholds. So what
is the need for American air-
strikes?

Al-Jamal: Yemen’s Air Force is not
able to target Al-Qaeda. Since 2002
they have not carried out any suc-
cessful airstrikes against Al-Qaeda
affiliates even when Al-Qaeda affil-
iates were controlling Abyan gover-
norate and were relatively easier to
target. However, this doesn’t mean
that the Americans are entitled to
carry out airstrikes.

Do you think that the Yemeni
Air Force’s inability to target
Al-Qaeda affiliates justifies
the use of American drones?

Al-Jamal: No, nothing can jus-
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tify permitting the Americans to
violate Yemen’s sovereignty and il-
legally kill Yemeni citizens without
any court proceedings. It doesn’t
matter whether they are Al-Qaeda
affiliates, leading Al-Qaeda figures
or non-Yemeni residents.

As a politician, what have you
done concerning the ongoing
killing of Yemenis in Ameri-
can airstrikes?

Al-Bashiri: We have condemned
this and called on the government
to take the necessary legal steps,
either through the [U.N.] Security
Council, the U.N. General Assem-
bly or the Arab League.

It is well know that the Ameri-
cans carry out their strikes
in collaboration with Yemeni
authorities. Do you think that
the state was forced to enter
into such an agreement?
Al-Bashiri: The state is obliged to
do so because it is weak, but people
do not accept [the continuation of
these strikes].

Do you have any information
concerning an agreement [be-
tween the governments]?

Al-Jamal: There is an interna-
tional agreement centered around
counterterrorism, but this does not
give permission to the U.S to kill ci-
vilians. Only 10 raids were carried
out by the American drone pro-
gram during [former President Ali
Abdulla Saleh’s rule]. In contrast,
[many more] airstrikes have taken
place over the past two years. What
is the benefit of the 2011 revolution
against the former regime if the
current regime will use the same

excuses? The new rulers have made
[even] more concessions to the U.S
than the former regime did in order
to gain power. As far as I know, no
agreement was signed with Amer-
ica regarding drone strikes during
the former regime’s rule. [Strikes
were allowed] based on personal
permission from the former presi-
dent, Ali Abdulla Saleh.

Have American airstrikes re-
duced Al-Qaeda’s ability to
function in Yemen?

Al-Jamal: No, they have not, and
the current situation proves that.
The number of American raids have
increased and so have Al-Qaeda’s
activities.

Do you think Washington
[uses the excuse of] political
unrest in Yemen to intensify
its airstrikes and that the Ye-
meni government will stop
them when the situation sta-
bilizes?

Al-Bashiri: I don’t think so.

Do your roles begin and end
with denunciation and con-
demnation?

Al-Bashiri: Definitely not. We
have called on the government to
meet the people’s demands and ban
drone strikes. [If this does not hap-
penl, all [political] parties should
rise up against the government.

What role does society play in
regard to the ongoing Ameri-
can airstrikes in Yemen?
Al-Jamal: A political decree to
ban drone strikes will not be issued
without societal pressure on the
state.
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Trying to get a laugh

Political cartoonists
take on corruption

The exhibit, “Combating the Culture
of Corruption,” ran for seven days
at the Ministry of Culture, which
also sponsored the event. The 150
cartoons displayed—submitted by
23 artists— competed for top prizes

First prize honors went to Rashad
Al-Sharabi, followed by Samer Al-
Shamiri in second place and Esam
Talal in third.

“These cartoons should be pub-
lished in the media, particularly

Story and photo by
Samar Qaed

arking Interna-
tional Anti-Cor-
ruption Day, the
Anti-Corruption
Supreme Com-
mittee organized an exhibit and
competition for political cartoonists
last week to poke fun at issues in-
cluding the misuse of public funds.

government-run media, because
media do not touch on corruption-
related topics,” said Ahmed Al-Aqil,
a spectator. Al-Aqil says he appreci-
ated the humorous way that the ex-
hibit portrayed social injustice.
“Art plays a strong role in raising
awareness,” said Hamid Jameel,
one of the cartoonists who entered
his work in the event. Jameel be-
lieves the artists are making a dif-
ference socially through their work.

The exhibition’s sponsors hope to make the display an annual event.
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“Committed to transparency!”

Political conflicts
Corruption
Weapons carrying
Poverty

Failed projects [
Influential sheikhs
Unemployment

“How great is my home!”

Corruption

Patient’s father: “Help me, Doc! My son swallowed a YR5 coin!”
Doctor: “Why are you worried? Other people swallow millions and nothing bad hap
pens to them.”
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Commitment to Social Responsibility

The core values of CAC Bank and its success in the financial services industry,
along with its demonstrated commitment to social responsibility and sustainable
development, make CAC Bank an outstanding institution. Compared to other
banks, it demonstrates patriotism through its distinguished, socially responsible
practices. This concept is clearly reflected in the Community Development
Strategy of CAC Bank, which:

Provides all necessary direct and indirect support to enable families to raise
their standard of living

» Contributes in providing support for poorest and marginalized
people

-
‘ ! » Supports early screening for breast cancer at Aden Mall

« Sponsors cultural, economic, scientific and religious events
and seminars

» Sponsors several international conferences, such as the
Coffee Conference, the Governance Conference, and the
Family Business Conference

* Supports university graduates through the Youth Graduates
Integration Project: «Search for a career, not for a job.»

« Supports various community events nationwide

» Supports sports teams and clubs as well as sporting events and
tournaments

« Sponsors concerts at graduation ceremonies as well as student projects of
Yemeni universities and institutes

« Sponsors outstanding students and innovators in basic and secondary
education

» Cooperates with charities and other organizations to provide help for people | palally )l dds
with special needs i g
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» Supports the printing of numerous books on science and culture

« Contributes to the reduction of unemployment and absorption of young
graduates by opening district Youth Offices and providing them with all
needed financial system supports I
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Technology of the future

Local man experiments with hydrogen-powered car

Story and photo by
Samar Qaed

he world’s energy sources are

transforming. Technology is

propelling the car industry

forward as experts continuously

warn of the dwindling global
supply of oil.

Sowhen oil and food prices spiked in 2011
as a result of Yemen’s popular uprising, it
made sense to Abdulla Al-Badwi to begin
exploring alternate fuel sources.

The 44-year-old therapist searched
the Internet and finally stumbled on an
idea that he believed could be practically
implemented and has

Finally one of Al-Badwi’s friends agreed
to help him out and allowed him to use his
taxi for initial test runs.

That was three years ago. It took Al-
Badwi’s several years and roughly $10,000
to install the hydrogen fuel system
necessary to convert the power source of
his friend’s vehicle.

“I...failed several times, but in the end,
I was able to do it,” he said. “I feel that
my efforts have been a success, and I'm
progressing to achieve greater success.”

Al-Badwi uses a system that is
controversial and not entirely scientifically
sanctioned. While hydrogen-run concept
cars owned by major, global car brands

are designed to derive

been hailed as eco- hydrogen from refueling
friendly—the use of stations—similar to
hydrogen to power a car. the way gas stations

Hydrogen is  the W t currently work—Al-
simplest and  most e wan Badwi’s car is equipped
abundant  element in with an electric cell that
the world. Although t- b th consumes water and
international car brands 0 e e divides it into oxygen

have experimented with
the technology and now
have concept cars using
hydrogen asafuel source,
the model has yet to hit
main-stream markets.

However, many
economists and scientists
predict the alternative
power source to take
off in the next 20 to 30
years. They say it has
the potential to reduce
pollution caused by cars by at least 30 to
40 percent.

With such promising benefits, Al-Badwi
decided to take it upon himself to become a
part of the technological movement.

“I'tried to persuade several people to give
me their cars to use them as an experiment,
but they refused,” he said.

pioneers
in this
industry

and hydrogen through
electrolysis. Hydrogen
is then pumped into the
engine’s combustion
process to power the
car. But it also still
requires gasoline to
run. According to the
Scientific American
magazine, this type of
system should be viewed
skeptically and “in

reality, [is not] efficient
atall”

The magazine quotes Dr. Fabio Chiara, a
research scientistin alternative combustion
at the Center for Automotive Research at
Ohio State University as saying, by the laws
of nature, the system uses more energy
making hydrogen than the resulting
hydrogen itself can supply.

Abdulla Al-Badwi spent several years and thousands of dollars converting a friend’s taxi over to a partially

hydrogen-powered system.

Moreover, Chiara says, the amount
of greenhouse gases produced by the
vehicle “would be much larger, because
two combustion processes [gasoline and
hydrogen] are involved.” Finally, there is
a safety consideration for consumers who
add these devices to their cars. “H2 is a
highly flammable and explosive gas,” he
says, and would require special care in
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installation and use.

But Al-Badwi continues to experiment,
convinced of the merits of his system.

“I installed the system inside the car and
constantly drove back and forth to Dhamar,
which is 100 km. south of Sana’a,” he said.
Despite scientific claims to the contrary,
Al-Badwi says he is saving money.

The man recognizes that he has much

to learn about the future of hydrogen-
powered cars, including the inefficiencies
of using water, but he says the long-term
investment will pay off.

“T will not give up and look forward to
achieving my future dream of establishing
the Al-Badwi Company for Hydrogen Fuel,”
he said. “We want to be the pioneers in this
industry.”
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711701322

Excellent English, logistic and
operation experiences, administrative
skills, internet skills. esaamhamadi@
gmail.com, 739882744

Maged Mohammed, Dental
Technician-experience for 8years,
Diploma of technical conditioning &
cooling, Connect:773899026 /

2 years experience in teaching, good
dealing with computer and internet. N
To contact/ 772663229

»  Sanal Venugopal, B. Com graduate,
one year work experience in banking
industry. 737436520 N

»  Specialized tutor able to give private
lessons in Marths, Arabic, English
and Science for 4-9 classes state's
school. 734680597.

700215989
»  Ateacher of math, physics,
chemistry and biology in English

seeks a job. 735694439 [@ Required

»  Male, bachelor in press and media, »  English teacher for Grade 5 to 9 KG
good written and spoken English, English teacher (female) at least 2
computer literate, seeks to work only years experience. 773744704 or
in the aftrnoon. Aden, 735869554 415309

Bachelor degree in English, »  Rainbow school is seeking female
expeience in teaching and dealing teachers for Maths, English and

with different levels. Ready for Science for elementary grades.
tutions, low rate and excellent Should have Fauclty of Education
teaching. 713481271. Bachelor's, experience not less thn 2
Bachelor in English. Diploma in years, fluent in English. 733811430,
computer, experience in marketing, 424433, 414026

seking a job in a company or a

factory. 733576664 [ﬁ }m
Recycling of papers and plastics i
consultant for training workshop of »
almost 20 kinds of products.

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.
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OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER
AIRCRAFT.

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
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» A mom with a baby looking for
female Arbic tutor who would visit
and teach in home at Haddah twice a
week. Pay is according to experience
and competency. No good English 4
required. 738945537

»  Male, bachelor degree in English
language, diploma in marketing,
diploma in computer, exerienced as
an operations oficer, treasurer and
teacher. Looking for any job that 4

requires English. 777004207 >

Female, BA in Arabic literature, very

good written and spoken French/

English, seeks to work as a

babysitter for a foreign family (Aden

or Taiz). 737168816 >

An ambitioius man, holding BA in

English, two years of experience in
administration ncluding secretary,
translation and coordination, ready to
utilize acquired experiences in any

vacant position that suits. 770658490

Bachelor degree in English language,

WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS

Iphone 5 in good condition, from US,
black color, GSM compatible $550 or
BO. 773691845

Coupon for Free Classified Ads.
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I Fax: 268276 or PO. Box 2579 - Sana’a I nyopng
I For more info. call 268661/2/3 I White plays and wins in the 3rd move
S -
CAC Bank 01 563813 Fax: 01 546000 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225 m
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731 m Sheba Hotel 01 272372 Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2
Qatar International Bank  01-517544 ] Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871 Fax 370193 Presidency 01-290200
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction Dxprass Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494 International Turkish Schools 01-419330-1, Prime Minister 01-490 800
and Development 01-271601 Sana’a 01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626 Mercure Hotel 01-212544 737999199 Ministry of Public Works and Highways
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506 Hodiadh 03 226 975 Taiz 04 205 780 Shammar Hotel 01-418546 Taiz 205593 01-545132
Calyon Bank 01-274371 Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14 Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
United Bank Limited 01-407540 DHL 01 441096/7/8 Shahran Hotel 01-417320 Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901 Manarat Schools 01-410011 Research 01-535031
Yemen and Kuwait Bank Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
for Trade and Investanent ~ 01-209451 Misistry of Cullure 01-274640
Miisty of Civil Service and Insuranee
Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police Al-Nada Center for General Services UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555 01-294579
199, Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171, Tel: 967 1 431339 Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610 Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Telephone enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, Budget Tel: 01 309618 / Fax: 431340 Free Number: 800 55 55 Happy Land supermarket 01-444424 Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs 506372 alnada2@yemen net.ye 01-282963
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Fax: 01240958 M&M Logistics & Aviation Services Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.) Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication Europe Car Tel: 01 270751 01 531221/531231 Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476 01-262809
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism Fax: 01 270804 Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905 Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6 Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent Hartz Sana'a: 01 440309 ‘World Link 01 444550/441935 Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English- Ministry of Public Health and Population
203131/3, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227 Aden: 02 245625 YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126 Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13 French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish- 01-252211
Mas Fright International 01-429671 Aden: 255668 Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea- Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
m Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division Taiz:240927/34 Ambaric. Tel: 01-240515 Ministry of Industry and Trade =~ 01-235462
01-441126 Hodeidah: 219545/8 Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Continental Airline 278668/283082 & SPARE PARTS Sas Cargo Services Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Egypt Air 273452/275061 01-472192/3 Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193, Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Gulf Air FORD/HYUNDAI 267791 ‘World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929 5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280 Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
440922 MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080 Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 01-202309
Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5 NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49 Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/ 02-221270 Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Royal Jordanian Sana’a: 400269 272962/43,  Aden: 247617 Falcon Holidays 444118 Ministry of Transport 01-260900
01 446064/5/8 OPEL / GM 203075 Modern German Hospital ~ 600000/602008 Taiz: 250345, Mukalla: 304292, Falcon Business Center 446250 Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
SUZUKI 02 - 346000 E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889 Hodeidah: 261839/17 Al-Nasim Travel 270750 Ministry of Communications and
“ TOYOTA 445362/3 Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87 Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60 Information Technology 01-331460
Hadda Hospital 01 412981 Aman Insurance 01-214093 Qadas Fly 01-280777 Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Q Yemen Gulf Bank  Tel. 967-1-260823 Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66 Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2 Ministry of Information 01-274008
Fax:260824 Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765 Fax: 448339 Ministry of Planning and
02 - 270347 AND INSTITUTES Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936 m International Cooperation 01-250101
fax 02 - 237824 Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000 Ministry of Education 01-252732
. Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain Computer Education Aden: 02-237199 Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283 American World University, Rep. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
’ Tel. 264775, Infinit Education 01-444553 Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333 Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
264702. NIT Quality Computer Education207025/26 Azal Hospital 01-200000 Tel: 01 505290 733061203 Fax: 535702 Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Fax. 264703, British Institute for languages & Computer 01 266375 University of Applied and Social Science Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
503350 266222 - Fax: 514755 Fax:01 267619 Sana’a; 412442 Fax: 412441, Ministry of Water and Environment
Yemeni Banks: YALI 01-448039 m Aden: 234533 / 234960 01-418289
Central Bank 274314/1 ALTI 01-274221 Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2 Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01 277224 Exceed 01-537871 L'AZURDE suites hotel ~ 01-432020/30/40 m Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Fax: 277291 MALI 01-441036 Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2 Alandalus University Tel:675567
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030 Horizon 01-448573 Sheraton Hotel 01 237500 Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433 Fax:675885
Arab Bank 01 276585/2 Movenpick Hotel 01 546666 Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276
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WY

MES

]
-~

(&

.

¢

Jan

]
St AR SRS
a8 40 bt

(=l L] LT e W 3T T 0 g

apnnail: asldbanm @ pneLye

@ LG

Life's Good

LG Cooking appliances are a premium addition
to yot kitchen which enhances your life
through innovative products featuring stylish
design and advanced technology.

MODERN HOUSE EXHIBITION
SALEM MOHAMMAD SHAMMAKH GROUP
SANA A: -514621,/821 264095 - 225646
ADEN: 252480 - 234377 HUDEIDA: 205918 - 205903
TAIZ:251440 MOKALA: 326044
WHOLESALE: 01/514697
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CAST YOUR VOTE TO CHOOSE
YEMEN TIMES’ 2013 PERSON OF THE YEAR

2013 alw! jouli iny funddh JLis |l ge

_take a strong approach g | h
to offer our partnership |

Clear vision and target

Our vision to extend our
business activities both,
horizontal and vertical
has been reflected by our
continuous growth over
the last decades and we

Keep project on track
Value delivery in every
phase
Deadlines are fixed values
Safety for the investment
and our people
experience with proven
track record “—

~« Road construction

¢ Infrastructure and aviation

| rill'ug

ABO MISKA ENTERPRISE
For Trading & Contracting

Tel: 01 234405, 01 230244, Fax: 01 234408
Email: hisham@abomiska.com

AM

LOCTITE
TEROSON

Adhesives, Sealants and Surface Treatment Solutions
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In order to feature and profile a person that has had the greatest positive
impact on Yemen in 2013, the Yemen Times’ editorial team has compiled
a shortlist of nominees for you to chose from. Cast your vote and let
your voice be heard. Voting closes at 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 31. The Person
of the Year will be announced on Jan. 2. Submit your vote either
thorugh email: ytreaders.view@gmail.com or SMS: 8808.

to the Industrial & Automotive Markets

e Ahmed Awad Bin Mubarak —
Secretary General of the NDC.

¢ Ramzia Al-Eryani — Late director of
the Yemeni Women’s Union.

¢ Farea Al-Muslimi - Youth activist
and international advocate against U.S.
drone policy.

¢ Noria Naji — Director of YERO,
a charity dedicated to educating
vulnerable children populations. She is
the first Arab woman to receive the Order
of the British Empire (OBE) from Queen
Elizabeth.

¢ Yasin Saeed Noman - Secretary
General of the Yemeni Socialist Party.

¢ Mohammed Murshid Naji — Late
Yemeni singer and composer.

¢ Amr Jamal - Young Yemeni director
who has reinvented Yemeni dramas

such as Ma’ak Nazil
(Pull Over) and =
Akhir Fursa (Last f
Chance). He organized ‘b >
TEDxAden. 7
Abdulkarim Al-Eryani

— Politician, intellectual and

a member of the General People’s
Congress who has held a variety of
positions. He is known for his supportive
role at the National Dialogue Conference
(NDC) even if it goes against his party’s
policy.

Ibrahim Muthana - Late activist

and promoter of the youth’s role in
rebuilding the country.

Murad Subaie — Activist and

artist who initiated public campaigns
advocating for human rights. He has
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AUTHOXASTRIBUTOR

habet Son Corporation

Industrial Products Division
Mujahed Street

Telefax +1 26 99 28

Mobile: 772 090 037 & 777 381 282
E-mail: tsc_ipd2@yahoo.com

Excellence is our Passion

through the production of various plays won international awards for his Jlaall laa b dddga alef il ias 2ydag wils Jloa gloc
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Installment up to 24 months
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f /Natco.Information.Technology

01-218121 :usta 01-218123/

01-454475 : jus1a 0
E-mail.natco.bi
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