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2013—A	
�    look	
�    back	
�    at	
�    the	
�    year’s	
�    significant	
�    events

Traditional dancers from the Tehama region of Hodeida governorate celebrate their cultural heritage at the Sana’a 

Summer Tourism Festival held in August at Sabaeen Park. In a year-ender article, the Yemen Times takes a look 

back	
�    at	
�    significant	
�    stories	
�    from	
�    2013.	
�    Read more on Page 12.  (Photo by Ali Saeed)

Lahj becomes scene of 
latest	
�    fighting	
�    

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A,	
�    Dec.	
�    30—More	
�    clashes	
�    be-

tween the state’s army and gunmen 

associated	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Southern	
�    Move-

ment	
�    (Hirak)	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    on	
�    Monday	
�    

in the South, where tension has 

been mounting since anti-govern-

ment rallies in Hadramout were 

held a little over a week ago.  

In the Al-Habelain area of the 

Radfan district in the southern gov-

ernorate of Lahj, six people were 

killed	
�     and	
�     16	
�     others	
�     injured	
�     on	
�    

Monday	
�     in	
�     a	
�     gun	
�    battle,	
�     according	
�    

to	
�     security	
�     officials.	
�     Gunmen	
�     also	
�    

burned two military vehicles and a 

tank.

Armed men also believed to 

be associated with Hirak tried to 

storm military locations in the Al-

Habelain	
�    area	
�    early	
�    Monday	
�    morn-

ing. Clashes broke out in the early 

morning	
�     at	
�     2	
�     a.m.	
�     and	
�     lasted	
�     for	
�    

four hours, leaving one soldier dead 

and four others wounded. Five 

armed	
�    men	
�    also	
�    died	
�    and	
�    12	
�    others	
�    

were wounded, security forces said.  

“Lahj is in chaos and armored 

military vehicles are roaming the 

streets,” said Nasr Al-Radfani, a 

Radfan resident. “I saw a tank and 

two military vehicles burning.”

However, Col. Naji Al-Arashi, the 

201st	
�     Brigade’s	
�     chief	
�     of	
�     staff,	
�     who	
�    

fought against the armed men, told 

the Yemen Times that the situation 

in Radfan district is now under con-

trol. 

“Despite the ongoing sporadic 

shooting and the presence of insur-

gents in several areas who are try-

ing to set ambushes for the army, 

we are prepared [to maintain secu-

rity],” said Al-Arashi.

Several Northerners residing in 

Lahj have left the governorate in 

fear of more clashes between the 

army and armed men.

“I have seen several families leav-

ing	
�     the	
�     governorate	
�     early	
�     Monday	
�    

for fear of possible reprisals,” said 

Saleh	
�     Mohammed	
�     Ahmed,	
�     a	
�     resi-

dent of Al-Habelain. 

The situation in other Southern 

governorates, particularly Shabwa, 

has reportedly been calm.

The Southern governorates have 

been witnessing security imbalanc-

es and clashes between armed men 

and the military since the breakout 

of mass anti-government rallies in  

Hadramout	
�    on	
�    Dec.	
�    20.	
�    	
�    The	
�    rallies	
�    

were organized by the Hadramout 

Tribal Federation. The federation 

made demands of the central gov-

ernment following the killing of a 

prominent sheikh from the area 

at the beginning of December at a 

checkpoint in Sayoun city. 

They requested the evacuation of 

the governorate’s military camps, 

the trial of those accused of killing 

the sheikh, and the recruitment of 

locals to positions in oil companies 

based in the governorate.

Although the government prom-

ised to gradually phase in conces-

sions to the federation, the rallies 

went ahead, leading to protests 

across the South. 

Clashes continue across 
Southern governorates

The	
�    sites	
�    of	
�    recent	
�    clashes	
�    in	
�    Lahj	
�    governorate.	
�    Al	
�    Habelain	
�    (top	
�    

pin)	
�    and	
�    Lahj	
�    City	
�    (bottom)
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Embassy of India
Sana’a

*****

India Council for Culture Relations (ICCR), Government of India, has 

offered 54 scholarships under various schemes for Yemeni nationals. 

Candidates with good academic record who wish to pursue their 

studies (Bachelors/Masters/Research) in India may apply for the 

scholarship.	
�    Candidates	
�    must	
�    be	
�    proficient	
�    in	
�    English	
�    language.

Application forms together with guidelines can be downloaded from 

the	
�    Embassy	
�    website:	
�    http://eoisanaa.org/scholarships-to-yemenis/	
�    	
�    	
�    

Filled-in	
�     application	
�     forms	
�     should	
�     reach	
�     the	
�     Embassy	
�     before	
�     9	
�    

January 2014.

A	
�    written	
�    English	
�    Language	
�    Proficiency	
�    Test	
�    (ELPT)	
�    will	
�    be	
�    conducted	
�    

on	
�    Saturday	
�    11	
�    January	
�    2014	
�    at	
�    2.00	
�    p.m.	
�    at	
�    the	
�    following	
�    venues:	
�    

Indian	
�    Embassy	
�    School,	
�    Al-Safia,	
�    Sana’a.1. 

Mahatma Gandhi International School, Crater, Aden2. 

Hadhramout University, Fowa, Mukalla, Hadhramout3. 

Al-Amal	
�    National	
�    High	
�    School,	
�    Hodeida.4. 

U.N. says the majority of 
2011’s IDPs have returned 
to the area  

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 30—The Abyan Recon-
struction Fund on Sunday began to 
distribute cash compensation to con-
flict-affected	
�    farmers	
�    in	
�    Abyan.	
�    These	
�    

payments are meant to enable them 
to	
�    resume	
�    farming,	
�    now	
�    that	
�    the	
�    ma-
jority	
�    of	
�     internally	
�    displaced	
�    persons	
�    

(IDPs) have returned to the governor-
ate.
The	
�     fund	
�     handed	
�     out	
�     YR1	
�     million	
�    

($465,000)	
�     to	
�     almost	
�     3,000	
�     farmers	
�    

who	
�    are	
�    expected	
�    to	
�    begin	
�    producing	
�    

fruit,	
�    cotton	
�    and	
�    grains.	
�    

	
�     “Providing	
�     cash	
�     compensation	
�     for	
�    

the	
�     farmers	
�     in	
�     Abyan	
�     contributes	
�     to	
�    

the	
�     resumption	
�     of	
�     normal	
�     life	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

governorate	
�     because	
�     most	
�     of	
�     the	
�     re-
turnees	
�    will	
�    go	
�    back	
�    to	
�    farming	
�    their	
�    

fields,”	
�    said	
�    Ali	
�    Eidah,	
�    a	
�    spokesperson	
�    

for	
�    a	
�    Popular	
�    Committee	
�    in	
�    Abyan,	
�    a	
�    

group	
�    of	
�     local	
�    militiamen	
�    who	
�    main-
tain security in the area.   

The Agriculture Ministry’s district 
office	
�    in	
�    Abyan	
�    was	
�    in	
�    charge	
�    of	
�    iden-
tifying	
�    and	
�    visiting	
�    the	
�    affected	
�    farm-
ers in Abyan and assessing appropri-
ate	
�    financial	
�    compensation.	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     Eidah,	
�     70	
�     percent	
�     of	
�    

Abyan’s	
�     500,000	
�     residents	
�     work	
�     in	
�    

agriculture. 
In	
�     2011,	
�     following	
�     Yemen’s	
�     popu-

lar uprising and the security vacuum 
that	
�     ensued,	
�     fierce	
�     fighting	
�     between	
�    

the	
�    army	
�    and	
�    Ansar	
�    Al-Sharia,	
�    an	
�    off-
shoot	
�    of	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Arabian	
�    Pen-
insula	
�     (AQAP)	
�     broke	
�     out,	
�     displacing	
�    

hundreds	
�    of	
�    thousands.	
�    	
�    The	
�    military,	
�    

backed	
�    by	
�    the	
�    U.S.	
�    and	
�    Popular	
�    Com-
mittees,	
�    were	
�    able	
�     to	
�     retake	
�     the	
�    area	
�    

in	
�    mid-2012.	
�    

Fighting	
�     between	
�     militants	
�     and	
�    

state security continue in districts 
such	
�    as	
�    such	
�    as	
�    Al-Mahfad,	
�    which	
�    is	
�    al-

most entirely still under Ansar Al-Sh-
aria’s	
�    control.	
�    	
�    However,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    

Zaid Al-Alaya’a, a media assistant at 
the	
�    U.N.	
�    High	
�    Commission	
�     for	
�    Refu-
gees	
�     (UNHCR),	
�     over	
�     200,000	
�     IDPs	
�    

have returned to their homes in Aby-
an.	
�    Only	
�    56	
�    families	
�    remain	
�    housed	
�    in	
�    

shelters in Aden, he said.  
The	
�     reconstruction	
�     fund	
�     was	
�     es-

tablished	
�    in	
�    June	
�    2012	
�    with	
�    an	
�    initial	
�    

budget	
�    of	
�    YR10	
�    billion	
�    ($46.5	
�    million).	
�    

The	
�     fund	
�     was	
�     created	
�     to	
�     rebuild	
�     in-
frastructure	
�     in	
�    Abyan,	
�     including	
�    pri-
vate houses and business and public 
schools and institutions.   
In	
�    June	
�    and	
�    July,	
�    the	
�    fund	
�    distrib-

uted	
�    YR8	
�    billion	
�     (just	
�     over	
�    $3.7	
�    mil-
lion)	
�    in	
�    cash	
�    assistance	
�    to	
�    13,000	
�    peo-
ple	
�     whose	
�     houses	
�     were	
�     damaged	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    2011	
�    fighting,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    Nasser	
�    

Jubran,	
�    the	
�    CEO	
�    of	
�    the	
�    fund.

Leaders seek tribal 
mediation follow-
ing deadly clashes at 
checkpoint in Arhab 

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Dec. 30—Armed clash-
es	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    between	
�    tribesmen	
�    

and Houthi supporters on Sun-
day	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Thaiban	
�     area	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

Arhab	
�     district,	
�     located	
�     30	
�     km	
�    

north	
�    of	
�    the	
�    capital	
�    Sana’a,	
�    kill-
ing	
�    four	
�    people	
�    and	
�    injuring	
�    an-
other	
�    five,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    security	
�    

officials.	
�    	
�    Armed	
�    men	
�    from	
�    both	
�    

sides	
�     are	
�     now	
�     reportedly	
�     pre-
paring	
�    for	
�    more	
�    clashes,	
�    despite	
�    

the	
�    presence	
�    of	
�    a	
�    peace	
�    delega-
tion in the area.     
The	
�     confrontation	
�     took	
�     place	
�    

at	
�    an	
�    unofficial	
�    checkpoint,	
�    said	
�    

Nabeel Al-Habari, the security 
chief	
�    of	
�    Arhab.	
�    According	
�    to	
�    Al-

Habari,	
�     the	
�     tribesmen,	
�     whose	
�    

leader	
�    is	
�    a	
�    member	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Islah	
�    

Party,	
�     established	
�     the	
�     check-

point and tried to prevent men 
coming	
�     from	
�     Sa’ada	
�     governor-
ate—where	
�    the	
�    Houthis,	
�    a	
�    group	
�    

of	
�     Zaidi	
�     Shiites,	
�     have	
�     operated	
�    

outside	
�     of	
�     the	
�     central	
�     govern-
ment’s	
�    control	
�    since	
�    2011—from	
�    

entering the area.  
It	
�    is	
�    unclear	
�    who	
�    fired	
�    at	
�    whom	
�    

first.	
�    The	
�    men	
�     from	
�    Sa’ada	
�     try-
ing	
�     to	
�     enter	
�     Arhab	
�     were	
�     ac-
companied by locals said to be 
Houthis supporters.  
Three	
�    of	
�    the	
�    killed	
�    and	
�    the	
�    five	
�    

injured	
�    were	
�    a	
�    part	
�    of	
�    the	
�    group	
�    

trying	
�     to	
�     pass	
�     the	
�     checkpoint.	
�    	
�    

The	
�    other	
�    casualty	
�    was	
�    a	
�    tribes-
men, Al-Habari said. 

A tribal delegation has been 
formed	
�     to	
�     try	
�     and	
�     mediate	
�     a	
�    

peace	
�    deal	
�    between	
�    the	
�    two	
�    par-
ties.  
Sheikh	
�     Hamid	
�     Hatim,	
�     the	
�    

deputy	
�     governor	
�     of	
�     Sana’a	
�     gov-
ernorate	
�     and	
�     member	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

mediation committee, told the 
Yemen	
�     Times	
�     that	
�     they	
�     are	
�    

working	
�    on	
�    a	
�    solution	
�    to	
�    satisfy	
�    

both sides.  
“We have not achieved any-

thing yet as both parties are de-

manding	
�    the	
�    arrest	
�    of	
�    members	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    other	
�    party,”	
�    Hatim	
�    said.

Al-Habari	
�    said	
�    his	
�    forces	
�    will	
�    

not involve themselves in the 
conflict	
�    unless	
�    tribal	
�    mediation	
�    

fails.	
�    

There	
�     has	
�     been	
�     an	
�     explosion	
�    

in	
�     the	
�     number	
�     of	
�     checkpoints	
�    

erected	
�     in	
�     the	
�     area	
�     out	
�     of	
�     fear	
�    

that the Houthis are sending 
fighters	
�    from	
�    Sa’ada	
�    to	
�    the	
�    area	
�    

to	
�    expand	
�    their	
�    influence,	
�    an	
�    ac-
cusation	
�     that	
�     Ali	
�     Al-Qahoom,	
�    

the	
�     chairman	
�     for	
�     the	
�     media	
�    

center	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    in	
�    Sa’ada,	
�    

denies.   
He said there is local Houthi 

support in the area that is not 
being imported.  
Many	
�     foresaw	
�     tension	
�     be-

tween	
�     the	
�     tribesmen	
�     and	
�     the	
�    

Houthis	
�    supporters	
�    brewing.	
�    In	
�    

an	
�     effort	
�     to	
�     avoid	
�     clashes—like	
�    

the one on Sunday—on Friday, 
tribesmen signed an agreement 
with	
�    pro-Houthi	
�    locals	
�    to	
�    with-
draw	
�    checkpoints.	
�    

Sunday’s clashes have sus-
pended	
�     the	
�     implementation	
�     of	
�    

the document, local leaders say.  

Death toll mounts 

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Dec. 30—State security 
forces	
�     opened	
�     fire	
�     on	
�     Saturday	
�     on	
�    

a civilian march in Dhale governor-
ate	
�    that	
�    was	
�    organized	
�    to	
�    condemn	
�    

the	
�    shelling	
�    of	
�    a	
�    funeral	
�    tent	
�    the	
�    day	
�    

before,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    several	
�    eye	
�    wit-
nesses.

According to Walid Al-Khatib, 
a	
�     member	
�     of	
�     committee	
�     in	
�     Dhale	
�    

that	
�    is	
�    associated	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Southern	
�    

Movement,	
�     one	
�     person	
�     was	
�     shot	
�    

dead	
�     and	
�     six	
�     others	
�     were	
�     injured	
�    

during the march.
Soldiers	
�     from	
�     Brigade	
�     33	
�     have	
�    

been	
�    blamed	
�    for	
�    attacking	
�    the	
�    pro-
testors.	
�    Leaders	
�    of	
�    the	
�    brigade	
�    could	
�    

not	
�    be	
�    reached	
�    for	
�    comment.	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    

On	
�    Friday,	
�     alleged	
�     shelling	
�     from	
�    

Brigade	
�    33	
�    on	
�    a	
�    school	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Sanah	
�    

district	
�    of	
�    Dhale	
�    governorate	
�    left	
�    22	
�    

dead	
�    and	
�    29	
�    injured,	
�    some	
�    of	
�    them	
�    

critically,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     security	
�     of-
ficials	
�    in	
�    Dhale.	
�    Victims	
�    were	
�    gath-
ered	
�    at	
�    the	
�    school	
�    for	
�    the	
�    funeral	
�    of	
�    

man	
�    who	
�    died	
�    in	
�    a	
�    car	
�    accident	
�    days	
�    

earlier, several sources said.   
	
�    “What	
�    happened	
�    to	
�    the	
�    [funeral]	
�    

mourners	
�     was	
�     offensive	
�     and	
�     com-
pletely	
�     unjustified,”	
�     said	
�    Brig.	
�    Mo-
hammed Al-Shaeri, the security 
manager	
�    for	
�    Dhale.	
�    

Al-Shaeri	
�    said	
�    Brigade	
�    33,	
�    admit-
ted	
�     to	
�     mistakenly	
�     firing	
�     at	
�     the	
�     fu-
neral tent. 
However,	
�     Al-Shaeri	
�     disputes	
�    

the brigade’s claims that they only 
fired	
�    once.	
�    	
�    He	
�    says	
�    nine	
�    shells	
�    were	
�    

fired,	
�    and	
�    three	
�    of	
�    them	
�    hit	
�    the	
�    fu-
neral tent.  
Ali	
�    Mohammed	
�    Qasim,	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

injured	
�    mourners,	
�     said	
�    he	
�    was	
�     sit-
ting in the tent, set up outside the 
school,	
�    when	
�    suddenly	
�    and	
�    inexpli-
cably, three shells hit the school. 
Also	
�     on	
�     Saturday,	
�     clashes	
�     broke	
�    

out	
�     between	
�     Dhale	
�     security	
�     forces	
�    

and	
�     unidentified	
�     armed	
�    men,	
�     who	
�    

attempted	
�     to	
�     break	
�     into	
�     govern-
ment	
�    offices	
�    in	
�    the	
�    area.	
�    	
�    

While there have been reports 
that	
�    the	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    were	
�    members	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    Southern	
�    Movement	
�    (Hirak),	
�    

a popular secessionist group, Al-
Shaeri	
�    said,	
�     the	
�    attackers	
�    were	
�    op-
erating	
�    independently	
�    of	
�    any	
�    politi-
cal group.   
“These	
�    attackers	
�    wanted	
�     to	
�    capi-

talize	
�     on	
�     the	
�     situation	
�     and	
�     spread	
�    

chaos,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    

The	
�     secretary	
�     general	
�     of	
�     the	
�    Sah	
�    

Foundation	
�     for	
�     Human	
�     Rights,	
�    

Essam	
�     Al-Shaeri,	
�     visited	
�     the	
�     gov-
ernorate on Saturday. He said the 
situation	
�    in	
�    Dhale	
�    was	
�    tense.	
�    Shops	
�    

were	
�    shuttered	
�    and	
�    armed	
�    militants	
�    

were	
�    spotted	
�    throughout	
�    the	
�    Sanah	
�    

district. 
President Abdu Rabu Mansour 

Hadi	
�    on	
�    Friday	
�    ordered	
�    the	
�    forma-
tion	
�     of	
�     a	
�     committee	
�     to	
�     investigate	
�    

the	
�    weekend	
�    events	
�    in	
�    Dhale.	
�    How-

ever, Al-Khatib said such a commit-
tee has yet to reach Sanah. 
Activists,	
�    tribal	
�    sheikhs	
�    and	
�    other	
�    

leading	
�     local	
�     figures	
�     in	
�     the	
�     gover-
norate met independently over the 
weekend,	
�    demanding	
�    that	
�    individu-
als	
�    from	
�    the	
�    accused	
�    brigade	
�    stand	
�    

trial	
�     for	
�     both	
�     the	
�     deaths	
�     that	
�     took	
�    

place on Friday and Saturday.   
Many	
�     fear	
�     that	
�     this	
�     is	
�     just	
�     the	
�    

latest	
�     incident	
�     fueling	
�    anger	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

South,	
�    where	
�    calls	
�    for	
�    secession	
�    are	
�    

at an all-time high. 
	
�     “It	
�    was	
�     expected	
�     that	
�     the	
�    presi-

dent	
�     and	
�     the	
�     defense	
�     minister	
�    

would	
�     take	
�     bold	
�     action	
�     following	
�    

the	
�    attack	
�    on	
�    the	
�    mourners	
�    in	
�    order	
�    

to	
�    appease	
�    the	
�    entire	
�    governorate,”	
�    

said political analyst Fadhl Al-Ra-
bei.	
�     However,	
�     he	
�     says	
�     the	
�     govern-
ment is not helping its case by not 
moving to reconcile the situation or 
investigate the allegations against 
Brigade	
�    33.	
�    	
�    	
�    

“[The	
�     government]	
�     should	
�     be	
�    

held	
�    accountable,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

Checkpoint soldiers in-
structed to crackdown on 
ID inspection 

Story and photo by
Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Dec. 30—The Supreme 
Security	
�    Committee	
�     (SSC)	
�     took	
�    ac-
tion on Saturday to reduce assassi-
nations	
�     and	
�     organized	
�     attacks	
�     and	
�    

beef	
�    up	
�    security	
�    nationwide.

The committee issued national 
orders	
�    to	
�    all	
�    military	
�    checkpoints	
�    to	
�    

verify	
�    the	
�    identity	
�    cards	
�    of	
�    all	
�    mili-
tary personnel, military vehicles 
and motorcycles.
Since	
�    former	
�    President	
�    Ali	
�    Abdul-

la	
�    Saleh	
�    was	
�    ousted	
�    in	
�    2011,	
�    Yemen	
�    

has	
�    witnessed	
�    an	
�    increased	
�    security	
�    

vacuum,	
�    with	
�    multiple	
�     terrorist	
�    at-
tacks	
�     taking	
�     place	
�     against	
�     govern-
ment interests. 

Armed men clothed in military 
uniforms	
�     entered	
�     the	
�     Ministry	
�     of	
�    

Defense	
�     in	
�     early	
�     December	
�     with	
�     a	
�    

bomb-laden car and proceeded to 
indiscriminately shoot inside the 
compound, including inside the 
Al-Ordi	
�     Hospital,	
�     located	
�     within	
�    

the	
�    ministry.	
�     	
�    Fifty-six	
�    people	
�    died	
�    

in	
�     the	
�     attack	
�     and	
�     more	
�     than	
�     200	
�    

others	
�     were	
�     wounded.	
�     Victims	
�     in-
cluded both civilians and military 
personnel. 
According	
�     to	
�     the	
�     new	
�     security	
�    

regulations, military vehicles are 
not	
�     allowed	
�     to	
�     enter	
�     cities	
�     unless	
�    

they	
�    have	
�     an	
�    official	
�     permit	
�     issued	
�    

by a military or security unit.  Regu-
lations also oblige all military and 
security vehicles to stop at security 
checkpoints	
�    and	
�    present	
�    ID	
�    cards	
�    of	
�    

all passengers and the driver. The 
new	
�    procedures	
�    also	
�     include	
�    a	
�    ban	
�    

on	
�     the	
�     use	
�     of	
�     motorcycles	
�     by	
�     uni-
formed	
�    military	
�    personnel.	
�    

Authorities have stressed the im-
portance	
�     of	
�     checking	
�    military	
�     per-
sonnel’s	
�     	
�     IDs	
�     even	
�     when	
�     they	
�     use	
�    

civilian	
�     transport,	
�     such	
�     as	
�     taxis	
�     or	
�    

vans. 
In	
�     a	
�     situation	
�     in	
�     which	
�     an	
�     uni-

formed	
�     individual	
�     is	
�     suspected	
�     of	
�    

carrying	
�    false	
�    identification,	
�    check-
point	
�     officials	
�     are	
�     directed	
�     to	
�     con-
tact the individual’s alleged security 
or	
�    military	
�    unit	
�     to	
�    verify	
�     the	
�     infor-
mation provided on his or her ID. 
	
�    “The	
�    security	
�    plan	
�    will	
�    come	
�    into	
�    

[full]	
�    effect	
�    at	
�    the	
�    beginning	
�    of	
�    2014,”	
�    

said	
�    Brig.	
�    Ali	
�    Ghaleb	
�    Al-Harazi,	
�    the	
�    

deputy	
�     head	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Army	
�     Morale	
�    

Division.	
�     “New	
�    checkpoints	
�    will	
�    be	
�    

positioned in all governorates, at 
gateways	
�     to	
�     cities	
�     as	
�     well	
�     as	
�     along	
�    

main	
�     streets.	
�     Existing	
�     checkpoints	
�    

are	
�     currently	
�     being	
�     [reevaluated],	
�    

reorganized	
�    and	
�    redistributed.”	
�    

Regarding	
�    traffic	
�     jams	
�    caused	
�    by	
�    

checkpoints,	
�    Al-Harazi	
�     said,	
�     “Resi-
dents have to be patient because 
security	
�     checkpoints	
�     are	
�     meant	
�     to	
�    

protect	
�    them.”	
�    

Some	
�     residents	
�     are	
�     skeptical	
�    

about	
�     the	
�     seriousness	
�     of	
�     the	
�     com-
mittee, saying that although the city 
banned	
�     the	
�     use	
�     of	
�     motorcycles	
�     in	
�    

early	
�    December,	
�     the	
�     bikes	
�     are	
�     still	
�    

spotted all over Sana’a. 
“It’s true that motorcycles are still 

seen on the streets but those people 
don’t care about the public inter-
est,”	
�    Al-Harazi	
�    conceded.	
�    “[I	
�    believe	
�    

that]	
�     motorcycles	
�     will	
�     disappear	
�    

gradually.”

On Monday, the Supreme Securi-
ty	
�    Committee	
�    announced	
�    an	
�    exten-
sion	
�    of	
�    the	
�    motorcycle	
�    ban	
�    through	
�    

January	
�    2014.

“The	
�     number	
�     of	
�     assassinations	
�    

and	
�    traffic	
�    accidents	
�    has	
�    gone	
�    down	
�    

in the capital due to the motorcycle 
ban,”	
�    Al-Harazi	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

Sana’a resident Abdulsalam 
Al-Maswari	
�     doubts	
�     the	
�     measures	
�    

taken	
�    by	
�     the	
�     committee	
�    will	
�     be	
�     ef-
fective,	
�     again	
�     citing	
�     an	
�     example	
�     of	
�    

the	
�     government	
�     announcing	
�     new	
�    

regulations	
�     but	
�     failing	
�     to	
�     imple-
ment them. 

“The security committee gave or-
ders	
�    two	
�    weeks	
�    ago	
�    to	
�    close	
�    all	
�    mili-
tary clothing shops but no action 
has	
�    been	
�    taken	
�    thus	
�    far,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    

But	
�     several	
�     soldiers	
�     working	
�     in	
�    

security	
�     checkpoints	
�     including	
�    

Abdu	
�    Al-Qoaish,	
�     say	
�     they	
�     have	
�     re-
ceived	
�    orders	
�    and	
�    will	
�    be	
�    complying	
�    

with	
�    them.	
�    

“We	
�     were	
�     instructed	
�     to	
�     begin	
�    

checking	
�    military	
�     IDs	
�     and	
�    military	
�    

vehicle	
�     travel	
�     permits,”	
�     Al-Qoaish	
�    

said.

Another security plan shakeup

Conflict-affected	
�   farmers	
�   in	
�   Abyan	
�   
receive	
�   cash	
�   compensation	
�   

Four	
�   die	
�   and	
�   five	
�   injured	
�   in	
�   armed	
�   
confrontations	
�   north	
�   of Sana’a 

Civilians	
�   attacked	
�   twice	
�   in	
�   two	
�   days	
�   by	
�   brigade	
�   

Plagued by assassinations and targeted attacks, the government rolled out a new security plan this 
week.
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Landmine victims are 

on the rise, organiza-

tions say 

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Dec. 30—The govern-
ment-run Yemen Executive Mine 
Action Centre (YEMAC) launched 
a campaign on Thursday  to raise 
awareness about the dangers of 
unexploded ordnance and land-
mines	
�     in	
�     conflict-stricken	
�     areas	
�    

and how to deal with them. 
Landmines and other explosive 

remnants of war claimed 263 lives 

in 2012 and 19 in 2011, accord-
ing to a report released in late 
November by the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines. In 
April, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees said 
that landmines in Yemen dis-
placed over 150,000 people dur-
ing 2011 and 2012, the majority of 
whom have been living in camps 
in Abyan, Sa’ada and Hajja gover-
norates. 

Funded by UNICEF, the cam-
paign targets Sa’ada, Hajja, Am-
ran, Abyan, Aden, Lahj, Had-
ramout and Shabwa governorates 
and includes educational pro-
grams at schools and other public 
spaces. Informational brochures 

and	
�     books	
�     informing	
�     resi-
dents what to do if the en-
counter	
�     suspicious-looking	
�    

devices are being distrib-
uted. 

“The number of landmine vic-
tims	
�     is	
�    on	
�     the	
�    rise	
�    due	
�     to	
�     lack	
�    of	
�    

community awareness,” said Mo-
hammed Al-Amrani, a trainer and 
awareness supervisor at YEMAC.  

Of particular concern for the 
campaign are children. 

“The majority of the victims are 
children because they are curious 
about [the strange objects and 
play with them],” said Faris Al-
Qasili, a campaign coordinator 
in Amran governorate. “School 
students	
�    mainly	
�    benefit	
�    from	
�    this	
�    

campaign	
�     because	
�     they	
�     lack	
�     any	
�    

information on how to deal with 
landmines.

Landmines threaten civilians 
in the North, where the govern-
ment has clashed with Houthi 
rebels for much of the past de-
cade, and also in the South, where 
government forces are currently 
battling an Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula insurgency and 
other offshoots of the militant or-
ganization. Landmines were also 
planted in Sana’a governorate 
in 2011 during clashes between 

tribesmen opposed to former 
President Ali Abdulla Saleh and 
government security forces.

“This campaign will help de-
crease the number of casualties, 
but it will not put an end to the 
problem,” said Aisha Saeed, the 
head of the Landmines Aware-
ness Association. She called on 
the relevant authorities to see 
that	
�     the	
�     conflict-stricken	
�     areas	
�    

are completely cleared of the ex-
plosive devices. 

The awareness campaign is ex-
pected to run through Feb. 2014.

Anti-landmine campaign 
launches in eight governorates 

Children are often the victims of landmines because of a lack of awareness about the 

dangers of the explosive devices.  

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Dec. 30—The Specialized Crimi-
nal Court in Sana’a, which deals with peo-
ple accused of crimes against the regime, 
sentenced nine Al-Qaeda suspects to two 
to	
�    10	
�    years	
�    in	
�    prison	
�    this	
�    week	
�    after	
�    being	
�    

convicted of plotting to assassinate Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi. One of 
the men, Abdulrahman Ismael Al-Raimi, 
was sentenced in absentia.  

The men were convicted for their con-
nections to a plan to install an explosive 
device on Al-Siteen Street, a main Sana’ani 
thoroughfare regularly used by the presi-
dent’s convoy, according to Mahdi Al-
Dubaibi, the court’s secretary. The plan 
is believed to have targeted the current 
president. 

Abdulrahman Mahyoub Al-Sharabi was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison. Nabil Mo-
hammed	
�    Al-Lamani	
�    was	
�    sentenced	
�    to	
�    five	
�    

years in prison. Jamil Ibrahim Al-Dubaibi, 
Mohammed Salman Al-Jamaei and Ala 
Al-Deen Arif Al-Adrisi were each sen-
tenced to four years in prison. Nasr Ameen 
Khufasha and Sameer Mohammed Sufan 
were sentenced to three years each. Emad 
Najeeb Al-Maqtari was sentenced to two 
years in prison. 

In May, the Interior Ministry exposed 
the plot to the public.   

The Specialized Criminal Court was 
established in 1999 during the regime of 
former President Ali Abdulla Saleh. It was 
established to prosecute members of the 
political opposition such as Al-Qaeda, the 
Houthis and the Southern Movement.

Nine men 
sentenced 
to prison for 
roles in plot 
to assasinate 
president  
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I t	
�     took	
�     five	
�     long	
�     years	
�     and	
�    

YR1	
�    million	
�    (nearly	
�    $5,000)	
�    

for	
�     Abdulla	
�     Taha,	
�     35,	
�     to	
�     
finally	
�    complete	
�    a	
�    three-year	
�    

master’s	
�     degree	
�     in	
�     life	
�     sci-

ences	
�    at	
�    Sana’a	
�    University.	
�    

“I	
�     was	
�     supposed	
�     to	
�     finish	
�     after	
�    

three	
�     years,	
�     but	
�     due	
�     to	
�     delays	
�     by	
�    

professors	
�     and	
�     the	
�     bureaucracy	
�     in-

volved,	
�     [it	
�     took	
�    much	
�     longer	
�     to	
�     fin-

ish],”	
�    Taha	
�    said.	
�    

Some	
�    graduate	
�    students	
�    complain	
�    

about	
�    red	
�    tape,	
�    ill-willed	
�    professors,	
�    

insufficient	
�     course	
�     offerings	
�     and	
�    

inadequate	
�     resources	
�     that	
�     together	
�    

deter	
�     some	
�     graduate	
�     students	
�     from	
�    

their	
�     educational	
�     goals	
�     and	
�     delay	
�    

others	
�     who	
�     persevere,	
�     sometimes	
�    

for	
�    years.	
�    

After	
�     Taha	
�     completed	
�     his	
�     bach-

elor’s	
�     degree	
�     in	
�     biological	
�     sciences	
�    

in	
�     2002,	
�     he	
�     took	
�     a	
�     job	
�     as	
�     a	
�     science	
�    

teacher	
�    in	
�    Dhamar	
�    governorate,	
�    but	
�    

it	
�    wasn’t	
�    taking	
�    him	
�    where	
�    he	
�    want-

ed	
�    to	
�    go.	
�    	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     Taha,	
�     people	
�     value	
�    

a	
�     piece	
�     of	
�     paper—a	
�     diploma—more	
�    

than	
�    they	
�    value	
�    an	
�    individual’s	
�    actu-

al	
�    knowledge	
�    and	
�    personal	
�    achieve-

ments.	
�    So	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    set	
�    himself	
�    up	
�    

to	
�     be	
�     able	
�     to	
�     achieve	
�     his	
�     dream	
�     of	
�    

either	
�    working	
�     in	
�     a	
�    biological	
�     labo-

ratory	
�    or	
�    as	
�    a	
�     lecturer	
�    at	
�    one	
�    of	
�     the	
�    

universities,	
�    he	
�    decided	
�    to	
�    return	
�    to	
�    

academia.	
�    	
�    	
�    

“An	
�    excellent	
�    scientific	
�    reputation	
�    

and	
�    respectable	
�    social	
�    standing	
�    can	
�    

only	
�    be	
�    achieved	
�    by	
�    getting	
�    a	
�    gradu-

ate	
�    degree,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    

In	
�    late	
�    2004,	
�    he	
�    enrolled	
�    in	
�    a	
�    mas-

ter’s	
�     program.	
�    However,	
�     shortly	
�     af-

ter	
�    starting,	
�    Taha	
�    realized	
�    that	
�    there	
�    

are	
�    serious	
�    problems	
�    at	
�    the	
�    graduate	
�    

level.	
�    

“[One	
�     professor]	
�     told	
�     me	
�     that	
�     he	
�    

would	
�    keep	
�    my	
�    dissertation	
�    on	
�    hold	
�    

for	
�    three	
�    years	
�    to	
�    teach	
�    me	
�    a	
�    lesson,”	
�    

he	
�    said.	
�    “Professors	
�    have	
�    the	
�    power	
�    

to	
�    delay	
�    discussion	
�    of	
�    a	
�    student’s	
�    dis-

sertation,	
�     and	
�     this	
�     can	
�     even	
�     be	
�     for	
�    

personal	
�    reasons.”

Since	
�    all	
�    professors	
�    within	
�    the	
�    de-

partment	
�    are	
�    required	
�    to	
�    meet	
�    to	
�    ap-

prove	
�    each	
�    student’s	
�    thesis	
�    topic,	
�    the	
�    

student	
�    was	
�    caught	
�    in	
�    limbo.

Every	
�    step	
�    of	
�    the	
�    way,	
�    from	
�    being	
�    

assigned	
�     an	
�     advisor	
�     to	
�     defending	
�    

his	
�    thesis,	
�    proved	
�    to	
�    be	
�    a	
�    drawn-out	
�    

process.	
�     Per	
�     university	
�     regulations,	
�    

the	
�     department,	
�     then	
�     the	
�     college,	
�    

then	
�    then	
�    the	
�    dean	
�    of	
�    the	
�    college	
�    all	
�    

had	
�    to	
�    approve	
�    Taha’s	
�    thesis	
�    topic,	
�    a	
�    

practice	
�     that	
�     Taha	
�     says	
�     the	
�     college	
�    

doesn’t	
�     make	
�     easy.	
�     Additionally,	
�    

Taha’s	
�    bill	
�    from	
�    the	
�    university	
�    began	
�    

to	
�    mount.	
�    For	
�    example,	
�    students	
�    are	
�    

assessed	
�     fees	
�     to	
�     compensate	
�     aca-

demic	
�     reviewers	
�     for	
�     time	
�     spent	
�     on	
�    

an	
�    individual’s	
�    thesis.	
�    	
�    

According	
�    to	
�    the	
�    latest	
�    reforms	
�    at	
�    

Sana’a	
�     University,	
�     issued	
�     in	
�     2006,	
�    

a	
�     student	
�     should	
�     need	
�     a	
�    maximum	
�    

of	
�     three	
�     to	
�     four	
�     years	
�     to	
�     complete	
�    

a	
�     master’s	
�     degree	
�     (three	
�     years	
�     of	
�    

coursework,	
�    plus	
�    a	
�     year	
�     to	
�    work	
�    on	
�    

a	
�     thesis)	
�    and	
�    an	
�    additional	
�     three	
�     to	
�    

five	
�    years	
�    to	
�    obtain	
�    a	
�    PhD.	
�    However,	
�    

the	
�    reality	
�    is	
�    quite	
�    different.

For	
�    most	
�    students,	
�    like	
�    Taha,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    

the	
�    cost	
�    involved	
�    in	
�    the	
�    involuntary	
�    

extension	
�     of	
�     their	
�     studies	
�     that	
�     re-

ally	
�    irks	
�    them.	
�    Taha	
�    complained	
�    that	
�    

while	
�    yearly	
�    tuition	
�    and	
�    fees	
�    are	
�    al-

ready	
�    out	
�    of	
�    reach	
�    for	
�    most	
�    Yemenis,	
�    

at	
�     about	
�     YR170,000	
�     (nearly	
�     $800)	
�    

on	
�    average,	
�    he	
�    actually	
�    spent	
�    a	
�    total	
�    

of	
�     almost	
�     YR1	
�     million	
�     ($4,700)	
�     on	
�    

books,	
�    transportation	
�    and	
�    fees.

Another	
�     graduate	
�     student,	
�     Ab-

dulla	
�     Al-Sharabi,	
�     who	
�     worked	
�     for	
�    

six	
�    years	
�    to	
�    get	
�    his	
�    master’s	
�    degree,	
�    

said,	
�    “I	
�    regretted	
�    enrolling	
�    in	
�    a	
�    mas-

ter’s	
�    program.	
�    One	
�    of	
�    the	
�    professors	
�    

delayed	
�     the	
�    discussion	
�    of	
�    my	
�     thesis	
�    

by	
�     making	
�     up	
�     excuses	
�     to	
�     [continu-

ally	
�    postpone	
�    action].”

Mohammed	
�     Al-Yafaei,	
�     a	
�     doctoral	
�    

student	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Arabic	
�     language	
�     de-

partment,	
�    shared	
�    many	
�    of	
�    the	
�    same	
�    

concerns	
�    as	
�    Taha	
�    and	
�    Al-Sharabi.	
�    He	
�    

has	
�    been	
�    working	
�    on	
�    his	
�    dissertation	
�    

for	
�    over	
�    seven	
�    years	
�    now,	
�    and	
�    it	
�    still	
�    

has	
�     not	
�     been	
�     reviewed.	
�     Al-Yafaei	
�    

cites	
�    many	
�    reasons	
�     for	
�     this,	
�     includ-

ing	
�    the	
�    repeated	
�    absences	
�    of	
�    his	
�    su-

pervisor.	
�    But	
�    he	
�    admits	
�    that	
�    his	
�    own	
�    

absences	
�     from	
�     departmental	
�     meet-

ings	
�    have	
�    slowed	
�    the	
�    process	
�    down.

Elham	
�     Shukri,	
�     the	
�     head	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

life	
�     sciences	
�     department	
�     at	
�     Sana’a	
�    

University,	
�    said	
�    students	
�    are	
�    largely	
�    

the	
�     ones	
�     to	
�     blame	
�     for	
�     lengthened	
�    

courses	
�    of	
�     graduate	
�     study.	
�    She	
�     says	
�    

completion	
�    of	
�    a	
�    program	
�    depends	
�    on	
�    

the	
�     students	
�     themselves.	
�    Some	
�    stu-

dents	
�    finish	
�    their	
�    tasks	
�    on	
�    time,	
�    but	
�    

others	
�    do	
�    not.	
�    	
�    	
�    

Shukri	
�     says	
�     a	
�     professor	
�     acting	
�     as	
�    

a	
�    thesis	
�    supervisor	
�    has	
�    the	
�    power	
�    to	
�    

hold	
�    up	
�    approval	
�    of	
�    a	
�    student’s	
�    thesis	
�    

if,	
�    in	
�    his	
�    or	
�    her	
�    judgment,	
�    the	
�    student	
�    

is	
�     not	
�     prepared	
�     or	
�     misses	
�     appoint-

ments	
�    with	
�    professors.	
�    She	
�    admitted	
�    

that	
�     some	
�     professors	
�     are	
�     stubborn,	
�    

but	
�    she	
�    said	
�    the	
�    real	
�    blame	
�    lies	
�    with	
�    

the	
�     students	
�     because	
�     they	
�     are	
�     free	
�    

to	
�     lodge	
�     complaints	
�     with	
�     the	
�     dean	
�    

of	
�     their	
�     college	
�     or	
�    with	
�     the	
�     head	
�     of	
�    

their	
�    department.	
�    	
�    

Regarding	
�    resources	
�     for	
�    graduate	
�    

students,	
�     Shukri	
�     concedes	
�     that	
�     the	
�    

college	
�     does	
�     not	
�     provide	
�     students	
�    

with	
�    everything	
�    they	
�    need.	
�    Many	
�    of	
�    

the	
�    materials	
�     provided	
�     to	
�     help	
�     stu-

dents	
�    in	
�    their	
�    studies	
�    are	
�    outdated.	
�    

The	
�    Higher	
�    Studies	
�    Office	
�    encour-

ages	
�     students	
�     to	
�     report	
�     such	
�     com-

plaints	
�     to	
�     their	
�     office,	
�     said	
�     Khalid	
�    

Al-Samawi,	
�    an	
�    employee	
�    who	
�    works	
�    

on	
�    such	
�    issues.	
�    	
�    

“Whenever	
�     we	
�     receive	
�     a	
�     com-

plaint,	
�     we	
�     send	
�     a	
�     memorandum	
�     to	
�    

the	
�    appropriate	
�    college.	
�    That	
�    college	
�    

is	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    [investigating	
�    and	
�    

responding]	
�     to	
�     the	
�     complaint,”	
�     he	
�    

said.	
�    	
�    

Students	
�    have	
�    not	
�    expressed	
�    opti-

mism	
�    about	
�    the	
�    future	
�    of	
�    the	
�    gradu-

ate	
�     programs	
�     at	
�     Sana’a	
�     University.	
�    

Enrollment	
�     numbers	
�     have	
�     dropped	
�    

by	
�     30	
�     percent	
�     over	
�     the	
�     past	
�     two	
�    

years,	
�     according	
�     Al-Samawi,	
�     who	
�    

blames	
�     the	
�     2011	
�     protests	
�     for	
�     the	
�    

drop	
�     in	
�     figures.	
�     Fueling	
�     this	
�     pessi-

mism	
�    is	
�    the	
�    fact	
�    that	
�    master’s	
�    degree	
�    

students	
�    have	
�    not	
�    yet	
�    begun	
�    studies	
�    

this	
�    school	
�    year	
�    because	
�    their	
�    docu-

ments	
�    are	
�    stuck	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Higher	
�    Stud-

ies	
�    Office.	
�    

“The	
�     students	
�     were	
�     supposed	
�     to	
�    

begin	
�     their	
�     studies	
�     on	
�     Oct.	
�     1.	
�     But	
�    

the	
�    Higher	
�    Studies	
�    Office	
�    makes	
�    the	
�    

excuse	
�    that	
�    they	
�    [have	
�    not	
�    finished]	
�    

entering	
�    student	
�    data,”	
�    said	
�    Shukri,	
�    

who	
�    expects	
�    the	
�    issue	
�    to	
�    be	
�    sorted	
�    by	
�    

February	
�    2014.	
�    	
�    

Speaking	
�     about	
�     why	
�     the	
�     Higher	
�    

Studies	
�    Office	
�    has	
�    not	
�    finished	
�    with	
�    

the	
�    students’	
�    paperwork,	
�    Al-Samawi	
�    

said	
�     they	
�     have	
�     faced	
�     problems	
�     as-

sociated	
�     with	
�     having	
�     extended	
�     the	
�    

registration	
�     period,	
�     but	
�     would	
�     not	
�    

elaborate	
�    on	
�    this.	
�    

For	
�    some	
�    though,	
�    like	
�    Mohammed	
�    

Musleh,	
�     a	
�     graduate	
�     from	
�     the	
�     mas-

ter’s	
�    program	
�    at	
�     the	
�    College	
�    of	
�    Law	
�    

at	
�    Sana’a	
�    University,	
�    navigating	
�    grad	
�    

school	
�    is	
�    all	
�    about	
�    knowing	
�    the	
�    sys-

tem.	
�    

“I	
�     befriended	
�     all	
�     the	
�     professors	
�    

at	
�    my	
�     college.	
�    My	
�     supervisors	
�    were	
�    

not	
�     late	
�     to	
�     discuss	
�    my	
�    dissertation.	
�    

I	
�    earned	
�    my	
�    master’s	
�    degree	
�    in	
�    just	
�    

two	
�    years.	
�    This	
�    was	
�    record	
�    time,”	
�    he	
�    

said.	
�    	
�    

As	
�    for	
�    Taha,	
�    despite	
�    the	
�    difficulties	
�    

he	
�     faced	
�     along	
�     the	
�    way,	
�     he	
�     is	
�     plan-

ning	
�    to	
�    enroll	
�    in	
�    a	
�    doctoral	
�    program	
�    

at	
�    the	
�    same	
�    university.	
�    

“Although	
�     the	
�     situation	
�     is	
�     very	
�    

frustrating,	
�    I	
�    am	
�    firmly	
�    determined	
�    

to	
�    earn	
�    a	
�    doctoral	
�    degree,”	
�    he	
�    said.

The never-ending degree 
Graduate	
�    school	
�    tough	
�    to	
�    navigate	
�    at	
�    Sana’a	
�    University
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In	
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order	
�    to	
�    feature	
�    and	
�    profile	
�    a	
�    person	
�    that	
�    

has	
�     had	
�     the	
�     greatest	
�     positive	
�     impact	
�     on	
�    

Yemen	
�    in	
�    2013,	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times’	
�    editorial	
�    

team	
�    has	
�    compiled	
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a	
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�   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you	
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 your	
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vote	
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ytreaders.view@gmail.com. 

Farea Al-Muslimi	
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Youth	
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activist	
�    
and	
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international	
�    advocate	
�    against	
�    

U.S.	
�    drone	
�    policy.
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Noria Naji	
�    –	
�    Director	
�    of	
�    YERO,	
�    
a	
�    charity	
�    dedicated	
�    to	
�    educating	
�    

vulnerable	
�    child	
�    populations.	
�    First	
�    

Arab	
�    woman	
�    to	
�    receive	
�    the	
�    Order	
�    of	
�    

the	
�    British	
�    Empire	
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(OBE)	
�   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Queen	
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Elizabeth.
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�   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�    Politician,	
�    
intellectual	
�    and	
�    a	
�    member	
�    of	
�    	
�    the	
�    

General	
�    People’s	
�    Congress	
�    who	
�    has	
�    

held	
�    	
�    a	
�    variety	
�    of	
�    positions.	
�    He	
�    is	
�    

known	
�    for	
�    his	
�    supportive	
�    role	
�    at	
�    the	
�    

National	
�    Dialogue	
�    Conference	
�    (NDC)	
�    

even	
�    if	
�    it	
�    goes	
�    against	
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�   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policy.	
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through	
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the	
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production	
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of	
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various	
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plays	
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such	
�    as	
�    Ma’ak	
�    Nazil	
�    (Pull	
�    Over)	
�    

and	
�    Akhir	
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Fursa	
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(Last	
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Mohammed Murshid Naji	
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Late	
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Yemeni	
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singer	
�    and	
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Ramzia Al-Eryani	
�    –	
�    Late	
�    director	
�    
of	
�    the	
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Yemeni	
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Women’s	
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Union.
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Secretary	
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General	
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of	
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the	
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NDC.	
�    

	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   	
�   -	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   .

Yasin Saeed Noman –	
�    Secretary	
�    
General	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
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Socialist	
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Party.
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Ibrahim Muthana	
�    –	
�    Late	
�    activist	
�    
and	
�    promoter	
�    of	
�    	
�    the	
�    youth’s	
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role	
�    in	
�    

rebuilding	
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the	
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country.
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Murad Subaie	
�    –	
�    Activist	
�    and	
�    
artist	
�    who	
�    initiated	
�    public	
�    campaigns	
�    

advocating	
�    for	
�    human	
�    rights.	
�    He	
�    	
�    has	
�    

won	
�    international	
�    awards	
�    for	
�    his	
�    

campaigns.
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Student enrollment in graduate programs at Sana’a University has dropped by 30 percent over 
the past two years.
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki (Reporter) 
I joined the Yemen Times this year, 
working for both the newspaper and 
the radio, and I felt like I really made 
a difference. I specialized in covering 
stories pertinent to security issues, 
including assassinations and acts of 
terrorism. This can be dangerous work. 
However, I am dedicated to my job and 
determined to cover sensitive issues and 
bring accurate information and exclusive 
photographs to our readership. 
I cannot forget one incident that took 
place in front of my eyes during the 
city-wide	
�    cleanup	
�    on	
�    Dec.	
�    12	
�    in	
�    Sana’a.	
�    

Raoof	
�    Al-Aji,	
�    a	
�    young	
�    student	
�    participat-
ing in the campaign, was run over by a 
car. He died from injuries sustained in 
the accident. It is a moment that is still 
painful to remember.  
Thank you Yemen Times, you have 
made a big difference in my professional 
life.

Ali Saeed (Senior Reporter/Editor)
I am very pleased to have rejoined 
the Yemen Times’ team following 
a hiatus of more than a year. I 
previously worked here from 2008 
to 2012.
I hope to continue contributing 
to the paper by ensuring that the 
Yemen Times’ stories are unique 
and well-researched. In 2014 we 
plan to focus on a wide range of 
issues that are different from what 
the mainstream and international 
media tend to cover.
Our Yemen is much more than 
what the international media 
presents—Al-Qaeda,	
�    rebels	
�    and	
�    

armed men. Yemen is coffee, 
beautiful traditions, ambitious 
youth and people who want a good 
government. With the cooperation 
of—and hard work from—both 
citizens and responsible journal-
ists, tomorrow holds great promise 
for Yemen and Yemenis.

Majdi Al-Sakkaf (Subscription and Distri-
bution Manager)
Throughout 2013, the Yemen Times was 
readily available at hundreds of kiosks 
and bookshops, both inside and outside 
of	
�    Sana’a,	
�    as	
�    we	
�    continue	
�    to	
�    expand	
�    our	
�    

distribution. We also worked to ensure 
timely delivery of the newspaper to our 
valued customers, and we have plans in 
place to make sure that our paper is even 
more widely available in 2014. 
Our newspaper is distributed on time in 
Aden	
�    governorate	
�    and	
�    is	
�    the	
�    only	
�    English-

language paper to be published and 
distributed the same day. 
Currently, the newspaper is available 
in	
�    Sana’a,	
�    Ibb,	
�    Dhamar,	
�    Taiz,	
�    Mukalla,	
�    

Mahra,	
�    Sayoun	
�    and	
�    Hodeida.	
�    We	
�    will	
�    work	
�    

to expand the newspaper’s presence in 
these governorates so that the Yemen 
Times remains the English-language 
newspaper of choice in Yemen. 

Khalid Al-Karimi (Translator)
Every day I that come to work at the Yemen 
Times, I feel that I am growing professionally. 
Following a brief journalism internship under the 
supervision of this newspaper’s editor-in-chief, I 
started working as a reporter. Later, I embarked 
on translation. Without a shadow of a doubt, 
translation is an arduous job!
I came to the Yemen Times directly from college 
and am proud of the progress I have made here. 
Now we are entering a new year, 2014, which I 
foresee to be fruitful as well. I am ready to make 
greater professional progress. I am up for the 
challenge.  

Sara Al Zawqari

(Radio Yemen Times Manager)
I can’t believe 2013 is over! I have spent the past 
four years in four different places. It feels good to 
finally	
�    be	
�    doing	
�    something	
�    in	
�    my	
�    country.	
�    It	
�    has	
�    

been a tough year for Yemen, but I am happy 
I have spent it with the Yemen Times. Being 
associated with a publication that is completely 
independent provides us with opportunities to 
openly discuss any topic. 
My greatest achievement over the past year was 
producing	
�    and	
�    presenting	
�    the	
�    program,	
�    “Shay	
�    

Haleeb,” (Tea with Milk) a show that breaks 
all the rules by using local slang and bluntly 
discussing societal issues. The show has been 
a big hit with a variety of demographics. I have 
always understood the power of the spoken word 
but	
�    have	
�    never	
�    fully	
�    appreciated	
�    its	
�    influence	
�    

until now. The reactions I get from listeners are 
unbelievable and being welcomed in people’s 
homes, cars and families is a huge privilege. 
Given the high illiteracy rate in Yemen, radio is 
going to become a game changer. It is playing 
a huge role in educating people. I work with a 
great team of people who believe in serving their 
community, and it is exciting to be a part of this 
influential	
�    medium.	
�    

Ali Abulohoom (Reporter) 
I dreamed of being a journalist at the Yemen Times since I started reading the news-
paper almost 10 years ago. I was always impressed by how sensitively the Yemen 
Times addressed humanitarian issues.
My dream became a reality almost a year ago. I am very grateful to those who have 
helped me become a journalist at the only objective and independent media outlet in 
Yemen. 
In the course of my employment at the Yemen Times, I have found that I can freely 
cover any topic without censorship. I can convey the voices of the underserved and 
underprivileged	
�    to	
�    people	
�    who	
�    have	
�    political	
�    power.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    not	
�    asked	
�    to	
�    flatter	
�    anyone,	
�    

and our reporting is always professional, constructive and based on facts. I am really 
proud to be a member of the Yemen Times’ staff! 
I will never forget one situation I faced while covering a story two months ago. I was 
arrested	
�    by	
�    security	
�    forces,	
�    and	
�    my	
�    camera	
�    was	
�    confiscated.	
�    Almost	
�    immediately	
�    

after	
�    my	
�    arrest,	
�    our	
�    editor-in-chief,	
�    Nadia	
�    Al-Sakkaf,	
�    made	
�    some	
�    calls	
�    and	
�    helped	
�    

secure my release. I was pleased to be freed, but even more pleased to realize how 
important I am in the eyes of Nadia.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf (Reporter)
I	
�    took	
�    my	
�    first	
�    steps	
�    into	
�    the	
�    world	
�    of	
�    journalism	
�    and	
�    

broadcast this year, preparing and presenting programs 
on the radio as well as writing for the Yemen Times. It 
was a quantum leap in my professional life. 
My colleagues in the newsroom have really helped me 
evolve professionally. I consider myself very lucky to 
work with such great people and am happy to count 
them as my friends. 
Over the course of 2013, I participated in several local 
press conferences and one international conference 
about	
�    water	
�    in	
�    Jordan.	
�    At	
�    home,	
�    I	
�    worked	
�    hard	
�    on	
�    sto-
ries to go beyond the rumors and report the unbiased 
truth to our readership. In 2014 I want to continue to 
contribute to the success of the paper and the radio 
and see that the Yemen Times remains number one. 

Mohammed Al-Hassani (Reporter)
Professionally, 2013 was a wonderfully differ-
ent	
�    year	
�    for	
�    me.	
�    Since	
�    joining	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    

newspaper in late March, I have been a part of 
an independent, unbiased and accurate source 
for news. The interviews I conducted for the 
newspaper and the radio have been a highlight 
of my career, and I have received a lot of positive 
feedback from our readers and listeners. I look 
forward to expanding and improving my profes-
sional skills in 2014, especially in the area of 
conducting interviews.

Bassam Al-Khameri (Translator)
This	
�    year	
�    seemed	
�    to	
�    pass	
�    by	
�    at	
�    a	
�    lightning	
�    pace.	
�    A	
�    

year and a half ago, I embarked on a new career 
as	
�    a	
�    translator	
�    with	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times.	
�    As	
�    a	
�    college	
�    

student, I dreamed of joining this newspaper and felt 
extremely lucky when I was offered the opportunity 
to work here. 
Being hired at the Yemen Times was just the begin-
ning. It opened the door for me to practice profes-
sional translation work with native-English speakers. 
My reputation has also grown because people know 
that	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    only	
�    hires	
�    qualified	
�    profes-
sionals.
In	
�    2014,	
�    my	
�    goal	
�    is	
�    to	
�    do	
�    more	
�    on-the-spot	
�    Arabic	
�    

and English translating. I am determined to acquire 
more skills.

Lo
st

 in
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Samar Al-Ariqi (Reporter)
I can say without hesitation that 2013 has 
been the best year of my life. Throughout the 
year, I was able to achieve many goals. It 
was remarkable and full of personal and pro-
fessional achievements. This year brought 
me great happiness and good colleagues—
now friends—at the Yemen Times. 
I want to thank everyone who has helped me 
change and grow, and who has taught me 
valuable life and professional lessons.
I am hopeful that 2014 will be even better. My 
dream—every Yemeni’s dream—is to see a 
stable Yemen. I will work hard to do whatever 
I can to help that become a reality.

Khairaldin Al-Nsour (CEO)
In 2013 the Yemen Times expanded its operations and 
hired more staff. We gained new clients and readers, 
and we added interactive elements to our website. We 
represented the organization both internationally and 
locally, proving once again that our newspaper and 
radio	
�    are	
�    influential	
�    agents	
�    of	
�    change	
�    in	
�    Yemen.

We pride ourselves on the difference that Radio Yemen 
Times has created in the audio-media landscape in 
Yemen with its variety of programs and sincere commit-
ment to citizens and their rights.
This coming year, we hope to increase our circulation 
and reach new areas of the country. We also hope to 
expand our network of reporters and present new top-
ics that will make our newspaper and radio coverage 
even more colorful. 
Expect some nice surprises in 2014!

Najla’a Hasan (Editor)
By the end of 2013, I will have spent 11 months 
at the Yemen Times. This period has been full of 
good things. For one, I have had the opportunity 
to connect with a radio audience via my weekly 
program, “Wajh Mokhtalif,” (Different Face) 
which discusses various topics of interest to 
Yemeni women.   
Journalistically, I have learned a lot. The Yemen 
Times provides its staff a lot of opportunities to 
grow	
�    and	
�    flourish	
�    professionally.	
�    Although	
�    I	
�    have	
�    

not had the time to write articles because of my 
demanding job as an editor, I have been de-
lighted to work with my outstanding colleagues. It 
has	
�    been	
�    a	
�    mutually	
�    beneficial	
�    experience.	
�    

I believe that 2014 will bring opportunities and 
great changes in Yemen and also abroad. I am 
very optimistic about the future.

Khaled Al-

Baadani (Driver) 
Happy New Year!

Wagdi Muzahim (Graphic designer)
This year was full of good and bad experienc-
es. I will remember it as time I used to hone 
and sharpen my expertise. I am full of hope 
that 2014 will carry within it more prosperous 
and life-changing opportunities.

The staff at the Yemen 
Times bids 2013 farewell. 
It was a year full of politi-
cally and socially important 
events in Yemen. We were 
there, providing you with 
coverage and giving you 
the opportunity to have 
your voice be heard. Ev-
eryone here looks forward 
to 2014 and wishes you 
a happy and healthy new 
year.  

We can’t stop,
we won’t stop 
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Ali Abulohoom (Reporter) 
I dreamed of being a journalist at the Yemen Times since I started reading the news-
paper almost 10 years ago. I was always impressed by how sensitively the Yemen 
Times addressed humanitarian issues.
My dream became a reality almost a year ago. I am very grateful to those who have 
helped me become a journalist at the only objective and independent media outlet in 
Yemen. 
In the course of my employment at the Yemen Times, I have found that I can freely 
cover any topic without censorship. I can convey the voices of the underserved and 
underprivileged	
�    to	
�    people	
�    who	
�    have	
�    political	
�    power.	
�    I	
�    am	
�    not	
�    asked	
�    to	
�    flatter	
�    anyone,	
�    

and our reporting is always professional, constructive and based on facts. I am really 
proud to be a member of the Yemen Times’ staff! 
I will never forget one situation I faced while covering a story two months ago. I was 
arrested	
�    by	
�    security	
�    forces,	
�    and	
�    my	
�    camera	
�    was	
�    confiscated.	
�    Almost	
�    immediately	
�    

after	
�    my	
�    arrest,	
�    our	
�    editor-in-chief,	
�    Nadia	
�    Al-Sakkaf,	
�    made	
�    some	
�    calls	
�    and	
�    helped	
�    

secure my release. I was pleased to be freed, but even more pleased to realize how 
important I am in the eyes of Nadia.

Amal Al-Yarisi (Reporter)
I called 2013 the year of “childbirth” as the 
National Dialogue Conference (NDC) went 
into labor in March. I will never forget the day I 
reported on the launch of the NDC for the Yemen 
Times. It was among the most important mo-
ments of the year.
We are still waiting on the birth of a peaceful, 
new	
�    Yemen	
�    that	
�    is	
�    free	
�    of	
�    conflict.	
�    I	
�    hope	
�    all	
�    po-
litical parties will agree on the NDC’s outcomes.
Through my work, I have been confronted with 
the concerns of average Yemenis and have done 
my best to shed light on them. I have been for-
tunate to work for a newspaper that has allowed 
me the freedom to write about the topics that I 
think are the most important.
At	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times,	
�    we	
�    worked	
�    as	
�    a	
�    family	
�    

throughout 2013 to provide the best reporting 
on Yemen for Yemenis. We will continue to work 
hard in 2014. I am optimistic about the com-
ing year and truly believe that tomorrow will be 
better!

Nadia Al-Sakkaf (Editor-in-Chief) 
This	
�    year	
�    was	
�    a	
�    difficult	
�    year	
�    for	
�    me	
�    as	
�    chief	
�    

editor at the Yemen Times, as I have been trying 
to	
�    redefine	
�    our	
�    internal	
�    structure	
�    and	
�    position	
�    

in Yemeni media despite political and security 
turmoil. 
The	
�    most	
�    significant	
�    achievement	
�    is	
�    the	
�    great	
�    

success of Radio Yemen Times and how, within 
a year of it going live, we have managed to 
become	
�    the	
�    most	
�    popular	
�    radio	
�    station	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    

governorate.
In 2014, I hope the Yemen Times is able to set 
the news agenda for other media and tell the un-
told stories in Yemen. Equally important, we will 
continue to contribute to improving the profes-
sionalism of media in the country.

Samar Qaed (Reporter)
This year was a beautiful year. It is with great 
pride that I represented Radio Yemen Times at 
the	
�    Second	
�    Regional	
�    Conference	
�    on	
�    Community	
�    

Media in Egypt. It was a chance to learn from 
many	
�    regional	
�    experts	
�    in	
�    the	
�    media	
�    field.	
�    

On Radio Yemen Times, I spent the year 
presenting a program called, “With Workers,” in 
which we highlight the situation of Yemeni work-
ers across the country. Through the program we 
are able to bring the voices of the voiceless to 
policy makers. 
The experience has brought me closer to people 
and has refocused my reporting on humanitarian 
issues.	
�    Some	
�    Western	
�    newspapers	
�    and	
�    web-
sites have contacted me for further information, 
which means that my reporting at the Yemen 
Times has had an international reach, and that 
feels really good!

Rammah Al-Jubari (Reporter)
While studying at college, I aspired to work for 
an independent, unbiased media institution. 
That is the situation here at the Yemen Times. I 
cannot say that the work has been stress-free.  
However, working closely with an editor named 
Sadeq	
�    Al-Wesabi	
�    really	
�    smoothed	
�    my	
�    transition.	
�    

As	
�    we	
�    welcome	
�    the	
�    new	
�    year,	
�    I	
�    promise	
�    our	
�    

readership to persevere with enthusiasm and 
continue to report the truth, not only in 2014, but 
throughout my entire life. 

Saleh Al-Khoulaqi (Deputy General Manager) 
“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying 
to make you something else is the greatest ac-
complishment.”
Those few words motivated me to join the Ye-
men Times’ team. I started here in November. 
During this short period, I have analyzed the 
business from many different angles and started 
to sort out issues and implement many opera-
tional improvements.
For 2014 my wish is to see our country in a bet-
ter situation. The Yemen Times will be progress-
ing	
�    significantly	
�    in	
�    2014.	
�    We	
�    have	
�    put	
�    into	
�    place	
�    

new strategies and goals for the immediate 
future. The Yemen Times’ readers and Radio 
Yemen Times’ listeners will see many changes 
for the better. I hope you, our audience, will give 
us valuable, constructive feedback to help us 
improve in 2014. We are happy to hear from you!

Mohammed Al-Hassani (Reporter)
Professionally, 2013 was a wonderfully differ-
ent	
�    year	
�    for	
�    me.	
�    Since	
�    joining	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    

newspaper in late March, I have been a part of 
an independent, unbiased and accurate source 
for news. The interviews I conducted for the 
newspaper and the radio have been a highlight 
of my career, and I have received a lot of positive 
feedback from our readers and listeners. I look 
forward to expanding and improving my profes-
sional skills in 2014, especially in the area of 
conducting interviews.

Ramzy Alawi (Head of the Tech. Depart-
ment)
Every year starts with dreams and aspira-
tions that fade as monotonous days keep 
coming. “Next year I will..” and then nothing 
substantial happens because there wasn’t a 
driving force behind the hopes. For me, the 
best policy is to do what you have to do right 
away! Every day is a new chance, so live life 
to the fullest.

Rasheed Al-Sakkaf (Marketing Manager)
This year was full of a mix of happy events 
and worrisome occurrences. It was also 
the year in which the newspaper’s market-
ing department began to recover from the 
spillover of the 2011 crisis. The newspaper’s 
success is linked to domestic political and 
financial	
�    stability.	
�    If	
�    the	
�    country	
�    is	
�    stable,	
�    we	
�    

will manage to reach our goals for 2014. My 
greatest wish for Yemen is that the nation 
find	
�    lasting	
�    security	
�    and	
�    stability.

2014

Wagdi Muzahim (Graphic designer)
This year was full of good and bad experienc-
es. I will remember it as time I used to hone 
and sharpen my expertise. I am full of hope 
that 2014 will carry within it more prosperous 
and life-changing opportunities.
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FOR PEACE
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Let’s begin with Mr. Molla, 

was the death of Bin Habrish 

the root cause of the mass ral-

lies? 

Molla: The mass rallies are long 

overdue because of suffering in 

Hadramout, including marginal-

ization, injustice and assassina-

tions and killings, the most recent 

of which Bin Habrish was a victim. 

Tribes in Hadramout met in July 

with representatives of various po-

litical parties and put forward sev-

eral demands that they asked the 

state to implement. The state didn’t 

meet any of these demands.

Why hold rallies now?

Enough is enough! Many [local] 

military and security cadres in 

Hadramout have been killed in 

attacks by bodies associated with 

the state. Moreover, Bin Habrish’s 

death infuriated people in Had-

ramout. He was a leader in the Had-

ramout Tribal Federation, which 

represents interests in Hadramout. 

Mass rallies were organized as a 

result of all these things.  

Some say that the rallies’ tim-

ing was strategic. You went 

ahead with them although the 

central government agreed to 

meet some of your demands 

[put forward after Bin Habr-

ish’s death]. 

The state has made many empty 

promises. We provided a 10-day 

period for the authority to begin 

implementing our demands, but 

it didn’t. For example, President 

[Abdu Rabu Mansour] Hadi and 

the defense minister gave orders 

to replace the commander of the 

battalion assigned to protect [oil] 

companies with someone from 

Hadramout, but the newly ap-

pointed commander wasn’t from 

Hadramout.  Moreover, other mili-

tary commanders from Hadramout 

have been replaced by command-

ers from other governorates.

What happened with the pres-

idential committee sent to 

Hadramout to negotiate with 

you regarding the demands?

The committee requested we form 

committees [to meet with them], 

but we refused because we be-

lieve that establishing committees 

is only a way to procrastinate the 

implementation of our demands. 

We are fed up and told them that 

we want to see our demands im-

plemented on the ground, not in a 

committee. 

Do you think a 10-day period 

is enough to meet your de-

mands?

I understand [it’s short], but we 

wanted to see if the state really 

intended to meet our demands or 

not. If we saw signs that the state 

was serious, we would have provid-

ed more time, but we saw nothing.

The state hasn’t shown any 

seriousness to meet your de-

mands?

Not at all. It only makes promises. 

But the state has handed over 

some police stations, security 

checkpoints and important 

institutions to you as a part of 

your demands?

Some police stations have been 

handed over due to pressure from 

residents, but several military lo-

cations have been procrastinating 

as a way to turn our peaceful ral-

lies into violent encounters. Some 

commanders said they would hand 

military locations to us, but at the 

same time, they are willing to set 

fire	
�     to	
�     the	
�     entire	
�     city	
�     if	
�     they	
�     hear	
�    

any shooting.

Violence erupted during the 

rallies and shopping cen-

ters in Hadramout—owned 

by Northerners—were set on 

fire.	
�    What	
�    is	
�    your	
�    response	
�    to	
�    

that?

We said the rallies would be peace-

ful. We are against violence, but 

some people with certain agendas 

forced the rallies down a violent 

path. As for the Northern shopping 

center owners, some set their own 

goods	
�    on	
�    fire	
�    to	
�    frame	
�    us.	
�    We	
�    have	
�    

photos to prove that.

How many police stations, 

military locations and secu-

rity checkpoints have been 

handed over to you?

Nothing technically, but we have 

control of some public administra-

tive facilities. For example, a secu-

rity checkpoint still exists at the 

entrance to Sayoun city.  Security 

personnel there have refused to 

return to their military barracks. 

We aren’t calling for secession. We 

have	
�    a	
�     few,	
�     specific	
�    demands,	
�    and	
�    

everything will be resolved when 

they are met.  

I have names of military lo-

cations and security check-

points that many have con-

firmed	
�    have	
�    been	
�    handed	
�    over	
�    

to you. 

Maybe a military camp was hand-

ed over, but this is only after it [got 

away with] shelling areas and kill-

ing residents [for months].

[In September] there were 

reports that armed local men 

attacked the military camp 

and it fought back?

No, the camp started the shelling, 

and then residents attacked it in 

retaliation. It doesn’t make sense to 

stay quiet when people are killed. 

We hold the state accountable. 

Even if the state hands over 

only one military camp, many 

think that is a sign of them re-

sponding to your demands. 

We want the state to meet our de-

mands in terms of evacuating mili-

tary camps, appointing local se-

curity personnel, recruiting local 

residents for jobs at oil companies 

and prosecuting those that killed 

Bin Habrish. We will continue to 

escalate our rallies and forcibly 

shutdown oil companies in Had-

ramout unless the state meets our 

demands.

Do you have a plan as to how 

you will deal with the respon-

sibility of security and justice 

if all military and security 

checkpoints are handed over 

to you? 

We	
�     have	
�     qualified	
�     military	
�     men	
�    

and can maintain security in Had-

ramout. If the state is serious about 

meeting Hadramout’s demands, it 

would have recruited people from 

Hadramout for military positions 

already, but it hasn’t. Even men 

who	
�    were	
�    fired	
�    [after	
�    Yemen’s	
�    1994	
�    

Civil War] have yet to be reinstat-

ed.

Are there political powers be-

hind the rallies?

No, there is no political power be-

hind the mass anti-government 

rallies. The Hadramout Tribal 

Federation called for this rally, 

and they are the only ones behind 

it. However, we cannot deny that 

some political powers such as the 

Southern Movement [Hirak] par-

ticipated in the rallies. That being 

said, the decision to hold the rallies 

is the business of the Hadramout 

Tribal Federation. We do not make 

our decisions with politics in 

mind.  

Let us shift to Mr. Al-Nakhi-

bi, everybody is speculating 

about the relationship be-

tween the anti-government 

rallies in Hadramout and the 

Southern Movement. What is 

the nature of this relationship 

and what does it mean for the 

Southern Issue?

Al-Nakhibi: The rallies in Had-

ramout are an extension of the 

ongoing [Southern Movement’s 

call for secession]. The rallies are 

a result of the accumulation of 

past government mistakes and the 

authority’s lack of seriousness to 

solve them. If part of the Southern 

Movement’s problems were solved, 

and if the National Dialogue Con-

ference [NDC] went according to 

plan, our brothers in the Southern 

Movement would not be so fed up. 

The marginalization of the South-

erner continues.   

You think the rallies are part 

of a larger Southern contin-

gency, not just exclusively 

pertinent to locals in Had-

ramout. 

Yes,	
�     the	
�     rallies	
�     are	
�     not	
�     just	
�     perti-

nent to Hadramout alone. Locals in 

Hadramout have their own legiti-

mate demands, which they want to 

be met. The government was sup-

posed	
�    to	
�    fulfill	
�    these	
�    demands	
�    im-

mediately.  

It has been said that the Had-

ramout anti-government ral-

lies are the new face of the 

Southern Issue, replacing the 

Southern Movement. Do you 

agree with this?

The Southern Movement has its 

own components, motives, ele-

ments and supporters. The mass 

rallies in Hadramout will not re-

place it. The anti-government 

rallies are a part of the Southern 

Movement.

What was the extent of coop-

eration and coordination be-

tween the organizers of the 

mass rallies and the Southern 

Movement?

The Southern Movement feels its 

objectives and some of its calls 

have	
�    finally	
�    been	
�    heard	
�    because	
�    of	
�    

the rallies. 

 

What do you think about the 

way the state dealt with the 

mass rallies?

I think the state was slow to deal 

with the demands of the Tribal 

Federation.

Some are saying the rallies 

are really just disguised as 

calls for secession. What do 

you think?

I don’t think this was the intention 

of the mass rallies in Hadramout. 

Their demands are legitimate and 

unique. The state should take ac-

tion immediately.  

Translated from the Arabic by 
Khalid Al-Karimi and Bassam Al-
Khameri 

In	
�    early	
�    December	
�     the	
�    convoy	
�    of	
�    a	
�    well-known	
�    and	
�     influential	
�     sheikh	
�    

from the Al-Hamom tribe in Hadramout was reportedly asked to stop 

at a security checkpoint at the entrance of Sayoun city in Hadramout 

governorate for a routine weapons inspection. Soldiers say the sheikh 

refused to stop. A gun battle ensued, in which seven people, including 

Sheikh Sad Bin Habrish, were killed.  

Almost immediately following the incident, the Hadramout Tribal 

Federation, of which Bin Habrish was a member, gave the government 

a list of demands to meet in order to avoid further confrontations.  They 

stipulated that state security and military duties be handed over to local 

forces, the soldiers responsible for Bin Habrish’s death be put on trial 

and positions at area oil companies be given to locals.  

Although the central government, under the leadership of interim 

President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi, agreed to concede and gradually 

meet demands, tribal leaders remained skeptical.  

They organized mass rallies on Dec. 20 to demonstrate that they were 

holding the government accountable. Although, organizers say their 

intentions were peaceful, violence erupted during the rallies all across 

governorates in the South, who adopted the “Hadramout uprising” as an 

expression of dissatisfaction with the central government. The South, 

who fought a brief civil war with the North in 1994 after the two nations 

unified	
�    in	
�    1990,	
�    has	
�    long	
�    standing	
�    grievances	
�    with	
�    the	
�    government.	
�    Rep-

resentatives from the region are still pushing for secession at the ongo-

ing National Dialogue Conference.  

In an interview with the Yemen Times, Saleh Molla, a spokesperson for 

the Hadramout Tribal Federation, and Brig. Abdulla Al-Nakhibi, the sec-

retary general of a faction of the Southern Movement, speak about what 

the mass rallies represented in the South and the nation as a whole.    

Interview by Mohammed Al-Hassani

Unrest in Hadramout 

‘We hold the state

accountable’

Saleh Molla

Brig. Abdulla 

Al-Nakhibi
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T Turkey’s Islamist gov-
ernment is being rocked 
by the most sweep-
ing corruption scandal 
of its tenure. Roughly 

two	
�     dozen	
�     figures,	
�     including	
�     well-

connected business tycoons and the 
sons	
�     of	
�     top	
�     government	
�     ministers,	
�    

have been charged with a wide range 
of	
�    financial	
�    crimes.	
�    The	
�    charges	
�    bal-
looned into a full-blown crisis on 
Dec. 25 when three ministers impli-
cated	
�     in	
�     the	
�     scandal	
�     resigned,	
�    with	
�    

one making a dramatic call for Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan to 
step down as well. An exhausted-
looking Erdogan subsequently ap-
peared on television in the evening 
to	
�    announce	
�    a	
�    Cabinet	
�    reshuffle	
�    that	
�    

replaced a total of 10 ministers.
The drama surrounding two per-

sonalities are particularly eye-pop-
ping: Police reportedly discovered 
shoeboxes containing $4.5 million 
in	
�    the	
�    home	
�    of	
�    Suleyman	
�    Aslan,	
�    the	
�    

CEO	
�    of	
�    state-owned	
�    Halkbank,	
�    and	
�    

also	
�    arrested	
�    Reza	
�    Zarrab,	
�    an	
�    Irani-
an businessman who primarily deals 
in	
�    the	
�    gold	
�    trade,	
�    and	
�    who	
�    allegedly	
�    

oversaw deals worth almost $10 bil-
lion last year alone.

The gold trade has long been at 
the	
�    center	
�    of	
�    controversial	
�    financial	
�    

ties between Halkbank and Iran. 
Research conducted in May 2013 by 
the Foundation for Defense of De-
mocracies and Roubini Global Eco-

nomics revealed the bank exploited 
a “golden loophole” in the U.S.-led 
financial	
�    sanctions	
�    regime	
�    designed	
�    

to curb Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 
Here’s how it worked: The Turks 
exported some $13 billion of gold 
to	
�     Tehran	
�     directly,	
�     or	
�     through	
�     the	
�    

UAE,	
�    between	
�    March	
�    2012	
�    and	
�    July	
�    

2013.	
�     In	
�     return,	
�     the	
�    Turks	
�     received	
�    

Iranian natural gas and oil. But be-
cause sanctions prevented Iran from 
getting	
�    paid	
�    in	
�    dollars	
�    or	
�    euros,	
�    the	
�    

Turks allowed Tehran to buy gold 
with their Turkish lira—and that 
gold found its way back to Iranian 
coffers.

This “gas-for-gold” scheme al-
lowed the Iranians to replenish 
their dwindling foreign exchange 
reserves,	
�    which	
�    had	
�    been	
�    hit	
�    hard	
�    by	
�    

the international sanctions placed 
on their banking system. It was puz-
zling that Ankara allowed this to 
continue: The Turks—NATO allies 
who have assured Washington that 
they oppose Iran’s military-nuclear 
program—brazenly conducted these 
massive gold transactions even after 
the Obama administration tightened 
sanctions on Iran’s precious metals 
trade	
�    in	
�    July	
�    2012.	
�    	
�    

Turkey,	
�    however,	
�    chose	
�    to	
�    exploit	
�    

a loophole that technically permit-
ted the transfer of billions of dollars 
of gold to so-called “private” entities 
in Iran. Iranian Ambassador to Tur-
key Ali Reza Bikdeli recently praised 
Halkbank for its “smart manage-
ment decisions in recent years [that] 
have played an important role in 
Iranian-Turkish relations.” Halk-
bank insists that its role in these 

transactions was entirely legal.
The U.S. Congress and President 

Obama closed this “golden loophole” 
in	
�     January	
�     2013.	
�     At	
�     the	
�     time,	
�     the	
�    

Obama administration could have 
taken action against state-owned 
Halkbank,	
�     which	
�     processed	
�     these	
�    

sanctions-busting	
�     transactions,	
�     us-
ing the sanctions already in place 
to	
�    cut	
�    the	
�    bank	
�    off	
�    from	
�    the	
�    U.S.	
�    fi-
nancial	
�    system.	
�    Instead,	
�    the	
�    admin-
istration lobbied to make sure the 
legislation that closed this loophole 
did not take effect for six months 
-- effectively ensuring that the gold 
transactions continued apace until 
July	
�    1.	
�    That	
�    helped	
�    Iran	
�    accrue	
�    bil-
lions	
�    of	
�    dollars	
�    more	
�    in	
�    gold,	
�    further	
�    

undermining the sanctions regime.
In defending its decision not to en-

force	
�     its	
�    own	
�    sanctions,	
�     the	
�    Obama	
�    

administration insisted that Turkey 
only transferred gold to private Ira-
nian citizens. The administration 
argued	
�    that,	
�    as	
�    a	
�    result,	
�     this	
�    wasn’t	
�    

an explicit violation of its executive 
order.

It’s possible that the Obama ad-
ministration didn’t have compel-
ling evidence of the role of the Ira-
nian government in the gold trade. 
However,	
�     the	
�     president	
�     may	
�     have	
�    

also simply sought to protect his 
relationship with Ankara and didn’t 
want to get into a diplomatic spat 
with	
�     Erdogan,	
�     who	
�     he	
�     considers	
�     a	
�    

key regional ally.
If the administration didn’t feel 

that the sanctions in place at the 
time	
�     were	
�     sufficient	
�     to	
�     take	
�     action	
�    

against	
�    Halkbank,	
�    after	
�    all,	
�     it	
�    could	
�    

have easily shut down the gold trade 

by amending its executive order. But 
at	
�    the	
�    time,	
�    Turkey	
�    was	
�    also	
�    playing	
�    

a	
�    pivotal	
�    role	
�    in	
�    U.S.	
�    policy	
�    in	
�    Syria,	
�    

which included efforts to strengthen 
the more moderate opposition fac-
tions	
�     fighting	
�     President	
�     Bashar	
�     al-

Assad’s regime.
It’s	
�     also	
�     possible,	
�     however,	
�     that	
�    

the Obama administration’s deci-
sion	
�     had	
�     less	
�     to	
�     do	
�     with	
�     Turkey,	
�    

and more to do with coaxing Iran 
into signing a nuclear deal. In the 
one-year	
�    period	
�    between	
�    July	
�    2012,	
�    

when	
�    the	
�    executive	
�    order	
�    was	
�    issued,	
�    

and	
�     July	
�     2013,	
�     when	
�     the	
�     “golden	
�    

loophole”	
�     was	
�     closed,	
�     the	
�     Obama	
�    

administration’s non-enforcement 
of its own sanctions reportedly pro-
vided Iran with $6 billion worth of 
gold. That windfall may have been 
an American olive branch to Iran—
extended via Turkey—to persuade 
its leaders to continue backchannel 
negotiations	
�    with	
�    the	
�    United	
�    States,	
�    

which reportedly began as early as 
July	
�    2012.	
�    It	
�    could	
�    also	
�    have	
�    been	
�    a	
�    

significant	
�    sweetener	
�    to	
�    the	
�    interim	
�    

nuclear deal eventually reached at 
Geneva,	
�     which	
�     provided	
�     Iran	
�     with	
�    

another $7 billion in sanctions re-
lief.
Indeed,	
�     why	
�     else	
�     would	
�     the	
�     ad-

ministration have allowed the Turk-
ish gold trade to continue for an ex-
tra	
�    six	
�    months,	
�    when	
�    Congress	
�    made	
�    

clear its intent to shut it down?
This brings us back to the cur-

rent corruption drama in Turkey. 
The	
�    ruling	
�    Justice	
�    and	
�    Development	
�    

Party (AKP) has been claiming that 
it	
�     is	
�     a	
�     victim	
�     of	
�     a	
�     vast	
�     conspiracy,	
�    

blaming everyone from Washing-
ton to Israel to U.S.-based Islamic 
cleric Fethullah Gulen for its woes. 
Some Turkish media have pointed a 
finger	
�    at	
�    David	
�    Cohen,	
�    the	
�    Treasury	
�    

Department’s undersecretary for 
terrorism	
�    and	
�    financial	
�    intelligence,	
�    

who happened to be in Turkey as the 
news began to break. Erdogan even 
raised the possibility of expelling the 
U.S	
�    ambassador	
�    to	
�    Ankara,	
�    Francis	
�    

Ricciardone.
But if the charges stand against 

the	
�     panoply	
�     of	
�     well-connected	
�     fig-
ures	
�    fingered,	
�    the	
�    AKP	
�    will	
�    have	
�    only	
�    

itself to blame. While the gas-for-
gold scheme may have been tech-
nically	
�     legal	
�    before	
�    Congress	
�    finally	
�    

shut	
�     it	
�     down	
�     in	
�     July,	
�     it	
�     appears	
�     to	
�    

have exposed the Turkish political 
elite to a vast Iranian underworld. 
According	
�    to	
�    Today’s	
�    Zaman,	
�    suspi-
cious transactions between Iran and 
Turkey could exceed $119 billion—
nine times the total of gas-for-gold 
transactions reported.

Even if the Turkish-Iranian gold 
trade represents only a small part 
of	
�     the	
�     wider	
�     corruption	
�     probe,	
�     the	
�    

ongoing investigation could provide 
a window into some nagging ques-
tions about the relationship between 
Ankara and Tehran. Perhaps we will 
finally	
�     learn	
�     why	
�     the	
�     Turkish	
�     gov-
ernment allowed Iran to stock up 
on	
�    gold	
�    while	
�    it	
�    was	
�    defiantly	
�    pursu-
ing its illicit nuclear program—and 
whether the Obama administration 
could have done more to prevent it.

Abubakr Al-Shamahi
Majalla.com
First Published on Dec. 25

If 2013 has been the year of 
anything	
�     in	
�     Yemen,	
�     it	
�     has	
�    

been the year of the National 
Dialogue Conference. Con-
ceived as part of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) Initia-
tive that led to President Ali Abdulla 
Saleh stepping down in February 
2012,	
�     the	
�     much-anticipated	
�     confer-
ence did not begin until March 2013. 
It	
�    started	
�    as	
�    it	
�    meant	
�    to	
�    go	
�    on,	
�    with	
�    

President Abdu Rabu Mansur Ha-
di’s opening speech interrupted by 
Houthi	
�    delegate	
�    Ali	
�    Al-Bokhaiti,	
�    un-
til Hadi showed him where the door 
was should he wish to use it. In that 
opening	
�     session,	
�    delegates	
�     from	
�     the	
�    

Southern separatist Hirak movement 
waved	
�    the	
�    flag	
�    of	
�    the	
�    former	
�    People’s	
�    

Democratic	
�     Republic	
�     of	
�     Yemen,	
�    

popularly known as South Yemen. 
Chaotic	
�     scenes	
�     have	
�     been	
�     a	
�     fixture	
�    

throughout,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    General	
�    Secre-
tariat struggling to maintain order 
at	
�    times,	
�    or	
�    to	
�    enforce	
�    the	
�    strict	
�    time	
�    

limits that speakers are supposed to 
stick to.
As	
�    of	
�    the	
�    first	
�    half	
�    of	
�    December,	
�    the	
�    

national dialogue is still being talked 
about in the present tense precisely 
because it is continuing. That was not 
part of the plan. Scheduled to end in 
September,	
�     ongoing	
�     issues,	
�     specifi-
cally	
�    the	
�    Southern	
�    Issue,	
�    have	
�    caused	
�    

considerable	
�     delays,	
�     with	
�     constant	
�    

assurances that a conclusion is near. 
The Southern separatists of Hirak 
have repeatedly boycotted sessions 

or threatened to pull out completely. 
The	
�     leader	
�     of	
�     their	
�     delegation,	
�    Mo-
hammed	
�    Ali	
�    Ahmed,	
�    has	
�    said	
�    that	
�    he	
�    

has	
�     now	
�     pulled	
�     out	
�     completely,	
�     but	
�    

he could not take all Hirak delegates 
with	
�    him,	
�    a	
�    sign	
�    of	
�    the	
�    discord	
�    within	
�    

the movement—the delegates to the 
national dialogue represent only 
a	
�     portion	
�     of	
�     the	
�     wider	
�     movement,	
�    

many of whom boycotted the confer-
ence from the outset.

The most eagerly anticipated out-
comes of the national dialogue cen-
ter	
�     on	
�     the	
�     Southern	
�     Issue,	
�     political	
�    

isolation,	
�     or	
�     the	
�     political	
�     future	
�     of	
�    

those who are covered by the immu-
nity	
�    issued	
�    in	
�    the	
�    GCC	
�    Initiative,	
�    and	
�    

how much longer Yemen’s transition 
will take.
The	
�     most	
�     contentious	
�     issue,	
�     the	
�    

Southern	
�     Issue,	
�     has	
�     led	
�     to	
�     the	
�     cre-
ation	
�     of	
�     the	
�     8+8	
�     Subcommittee,	
�     in	
�    

which attempts to iron out a united 
decision have been taking place out-
side the much larger Southern Issue 
Working Group. The committee is 
called that because eight of the com-
mittee	
�     members	
�     are	
�     Southerners,	
�    

whereas the other eight are from 
the North. The most likely outcome 
being talked about is federalism. 
Herein lies the problem. The Hirak 
delegation wants a federal Yemen 
that encompasses only two federal 
states,	
�     North	
�     and	
�     South.	
�     They	
�     are	
�    

backed in this regard by the Social-
ist	
�    Party.	
�    However,	
�    Hadi,	
�    along	
�    with	
�    

the General People’s Congress (GPC)
and	
�     the	
�    Al-Islah	
�    Party,	
�     are	
�    pressing	
�    

for	
�    a	
�    number	
�    of	
�    states,	
�    perhaps	
�    four	
�    

or	
�    five.	
�    Many	
�    members	
�    of	
�    Hirak	
�    see	
�    

this as simply a way of splitting the 

South,	
�     whereas	
�     those	
�     pushing	
�     for	
�    

a	
�     four	
�     or	
�     five-province	
�     solution	
�     see	
�    

the two-province proposal as simply 
a forerunner to the breakup of Ye-
men—which many Hirak supporters 
would probably agree with.

What has been termed the “politi-
cal isolation” law has been agreed in 
draft form by the Good Governance 
Working	
�    Group,	
�    but	
�    in	
�    a	
�    much-dilut-
ed	
�     form.	
�     Initially,	
�     political	
�     isolation	
�    

was intended to—quite explicitly—
prevent	
�     figures	
�     like	
�     ex-President	
�    

Saleh	
�    and	
�    his	
�    son,	
�    Ahmed	
�    Ali	
�    Saleh,	
�    

from being able to take part in poli-
tics. There is a great fear on the part 
of many of those who opposed Saleh 
in 2011 that he is simply waiting in 
the	
�    wings,	
�    with	
�    his	
�     tribal	
�    patronage	
�    

systems	
�    still	
�    in	
�    place,	
�    and	
�    will	
�    possi-
bly	
�    return	
�    to	
�    power,	
�    whether	
�    the	
�    titu-
lar president be him or his son. The 
youth delegates in the Good Gover-
nance Working Group who pushed 
a hard line on the political isolation 
law	
�    eventually	
�    lost	
�    out,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    draft	
�    

of the decision merely opaquely re-
ferring to any future candidate for 
political	
�     office	
�     having	
�     a	
�     “criminal-

free	
�     record,”	
�     among	
�     other	
�     general	
�    

conditions. Many of the youth saw 
this as a betrayal by the members of 
the	
�     Joint	
�    Meeting	
�     Parties	
�     coalition,	
�    

including	
�    the	
�    Socialists	
�    and	
�    Al-Islah,	
�    

who backed down and agreed to the 
watered-down political isolation in 
order	
�    to	
�    placate	
�    Saleh’s	
�    old	
�    party,	
�    the	
�    

GPC.
This watering-down on the part 

of	
�     the	
�     Joint	
�    Meeting	
�     Parties	
�     comes	
�    

as a result of the former opposition 
coalition not wanting to bite off more 

than it can chew. Its major goal is to 
secure for Hadi and the current gov-
ernment an extended transitional pe-
riod,	
�     something	
�    bitterly	
�    opposed	
�    by	
�    

Saleh and his supporters in the GPC. 
The initial understanding many Ye-
menis had was that the GCC Initia-
tive stipulated that the transitional 
period	
�    would	
�    end	
�    in	
�    February	
�    2014,	
�    

and that presidential elections would 
then	
�     take	
�     place.	
�    However,	
�    U.N.	
�     en-
voy	
�     Jamal	
�    Benomar,	
�    who	
�    has	
�     faced	
�    

a growing campaign attacking him 
backed largely by Saleh’s support-
ers,	
�     has	
�     recently	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     tran-
sitional period is open-ended. There 
is even talk of the national dialogue 
delegation being transformed into 
some	
�    sort	
�    of	
�    transitional	
�    parliament,	
�    

replacing the current parliament that 
has massively overrun its term.
So,	
�    the	
�    end	
�    of	
�    what	
�    was	
�    supposed	
�    

to be the national dialogue year 
draws	
�    closer,	
�    and	
�    yet	
�    the	
�    conference	
�    

itself	
�    may	
�    find	
�    itself	
�    continuing	
�    into	
�    

2014. The delegates at the national 
dialogue have spent months ham-
mering out what they hope will be 
a roadmap for Yemen’s future. And 
2014 will show whether they have 
succeeded	
�    or	
�    not,	
�    and	
�    with	
�    the	
�    secu-
rity and political situation increas-
ingly	
�     uncertain,	
�     many	
�     Yemenis	
�     are	
�    

not too positive that the whole costly 
exercise was worth it.

Abubakr Al-Shamahi is a British–
Yemeni freelance journalist. He 
holds an MA in Near and Middle 
Eastern Studies from SOAS, Univer-
sity of London. 
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China has a vast physi-
cal territory as well as 
an immense popula-
tion. It was one of the 
four greatest ancient 

civilizations in the world along with 
Egypt,	
�    Babylon	
�    and	
�    India.	
�    China	
�    is	
�    

the	
�    birthplace	
�     of	
�    mankind,	
�    which	
�    

has been proved by the discovery 
of the 45 million-year-old Shu fos-
sils,	
�    of	
�    the	
�    first	
�    anthropoid.

 China has always been one of 
the	
�     most	
�     influential	
�     countries	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    world,	
�    and	
�    four	
�    great	
�    Chinese	
�    

inventions changed the world. 
These	
�    inventions	
�    are	
�    the	
�    compass,	
�    

gunpowder,	
�     printing	
�     technology	
�    

and paper manufacturing technol-
ogy.	
�    China	
�    also	
�    produced	
�    the	
�    first	
�    

astronomical	
�    instrument,	
�    and	
�    was	
�    

a pioneer in agricultural technolo-
gy,	
�    developing	
�     irrigation	
�     systems.	
�    

Chinese polymath Zhang Heng 
invented an instrument to detect 
seismic	
�    activity	
�    in	
�    192	
�    AD,	
�    far	
�    long	
�     
before others were developed in 

Europe in the 1700s.
Each phase of Chinese history 

has	
�    brought	
�    great	
�    benefits	
�    to	
�    man-
kind.	
�     The	
�     Chinese	
�     first	
�     began	
�     to	
�    

manufacture bronze during the 
Xia	
�     Dynasty	
�     about	
�     5,000	
�     years	
�    

ago.	
�     During	
�     the	
�     Shang	
�     Dynasty,	
�    

metalworking became one of the 
most important industries and 
China led the world in the building 
of large warships and carriages.
More	
�     recently,	
�     in	
�     1978,	
�     China	
�    

started embarking on market re-
forms. It transformed from a cen-
tral,	
�    planned	
�    economy	
�    to	
�    a	
�    market	
�    

economy with quick economic 
and social development. Average 
growth in GDP reached 10 percent 
annually. This has helped China 
pull over 500 million of its people 
out of poverty. Its population cur-
rently	
�     stands	
�     at	
�     about	
�     1.3	
�     billion,	
�    

making China the world’s second 
largest economy. 

Abdulla Al-Ademi is a trainer at 
Safer Oil Company in Sana’a.
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A s	
�     fighting	
�     continues	
�    

across	
�     South	
�     Sudan,	
�    

the	
�     United	
�     Nations	
�     is	
�    

reporting	
�     that	
�     some	
�    

1,000	
�    people	
�    may	
�    have	
�    

been	
�    killed,	
�    while	
�    aid	
�    agencies	
�    esti-
mate	
�    that	
�    in	
�    a	
�    worst-case	
�    scenario,	
�    

thousands	
�    more	
�    could	
�    be	
�    displaced	
�    

or	
�    will	
�    require	
�    humanitarian	
�    assis-
tance.	
�    

There	
�     are	
�     also	
�     serious	
�     concerns	
�    

about	
�     the	
�     safety	
�     and	
�    health	
�    of	
�     the	
�    

58,000	
�     people	
�     who	
�     have	
�     sought	
�    

refuge	
�     at	
�     U.N.	
�     bases	
�     around	
�     the	
�    

country,	
�    as	
�    aid	
�    organizations	
�    work	
�    

to	
�     provide	
�     emergency	
�     food,	
�     water	
�    

and	
�    sanitation	
�     facilities	
�     to	
�    prevent	
�    

disease	
�    outbreaks.	
�    

“We	
�     are	
�     extremely	
�     concerned	
�    

about	
�     the	
�     escalation	
�     in	
�     the	
�     situa-
tion	
�    in	
�    South	
�    Sudan,”	
�    the	
�    U.N.	
�    Chil-
dren’s	
�     Fund	
�     (UNICEF)	
�     Country	
�    

Representative,	
�     Iyorlumun	
�     Uhaa,	
�    

told	
�     IRIN.	
�     “We’re	
�     really	
�     facing	
�     a	
�    

huge	
�     and	
�     growing	
�     humanitarian	
�    

crisis.”	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     the	
�    U.N.	
�    Office	
�     for	
�    

the	
�     Coordination	
�     of	
�     Humanitar-
ian	
�     Affairs	
�     (OCHA),	
�     aid	
�     agencies	
�    

need	
�    an	
�    estimated	
�    $166	
�    million	
�     in	
�    

emergency	
�    funding	
�    from	
�    now	
�    until	
�    

March	
�    2014	
�    for	
�    the	
�    needs	
�    of	
�    those	
�    

affected	
�    by	
�    the	
�    violence.

The	
�    fighting	
�     in	
�    South	
�    Sudan	
�    be-
gan	
�    on	
�    Dec.	
�    15,	
�    when	
�    clashes	
�    erupt-
ed	
�    between	
�    two	
�    factions	
�    in	
�    military	
�    

barracks	
�     in	
�     the	
�     national	
�     capital,	
�    

Juba.	
�     President	
�     Salva	
�    Kiir	
�     blamed	
�    

the	
�     incident	
�     on	
�     a	
�     failed	
�     coup	
�     at-
tempt	
�     by	
�     his	
�     former	
�     deputy,	
�     Riek	
�    

Machar,	
�     which	
�     Machar	
�     denied.	
�    

However,	
�    the	
�    former	
�    vice	
�    president	
�    

has	
�    told	
�    several	
�    news	
�    agencies	
�    that	
�    

he	
�    is	
�    now	
�    in	
�    open	
�    rebellion	
�    against	
�    

the	
�    government.	
�    

The	
�     violence	
�     in	
�     Juba	
�     has	
�     since	
�    

subsided,	
�    but	
�    clashes	
�    have	
�    been	
�    re-
ported	
�    in	
�    seven	
�    of	
�    the	
�    country’s	
�    10	
�    

states.	
�     Forces	
�     loyal	
�     to	
�    Machar	
�     are	
�    

in	
�    control	
�    of	
�    Unity	
�    state.	
�    They	
�    also	
�    

held	
�    Bor,	
�    the	
�    capital	
�    of	
�    neighboring	
�    

Jonglei	
�    state,	
�    but	
�    lost	
�    control	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

town	
�    to	
�    government	
�    forces	
�    on	
�    Dec.	
�    

24.	
�    

The	
�    government	
�    has	
�    also	
�    report-
ed	
�    continued	
�    fighting	
�    in	
�    oil-rich	
�    Up-
per	
�    Nile	
�     state.	
�    Michael	
�    White,	
�     the	
�    

head	
�    of	
�    mission	
�    in	
�    South	
�    Sudan	
�    for	
�    

the	
�    medical	
�    charity,	
�    Médecins	
�    Sans	
�    

Frontières	
�     (MSF),	
�     said	
�     “over	
�     the	
�    

last	
�     couple	
�     of	
�     days	
�     there	
�    has	
�    been	
�    

sustained	
�    fighting”	
�    in	
�    the	
�    area,	
�    and	
�    

they	
�    have	
�     received	
�     70	
�    people	
�    with	
�    

gunshot	
�    wounds	
�    at	
�    their	
�    hospital	
�    in	
�    

Malakal,	
�     the	
�     capital	
�    of	
�    Upper	
�    Nile	
�    

state.	
�    

The	
�    U.N.	
�    Security	
�    Council	
�    voted	
�    

on	
�     Dec.	
�     24	
�     to	
�     nearly	
�     double	
�     the	
�    

number	
�     of	
�     peacekeepers	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

country—from	
�     7,000	
�     to	
�     12,500—

while	
�     the	
�     special	
�     representative	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     secretary-general,	
�     Hilden	
�    

Johnson,	
�     warned	
�     that	
�     the	
�     U.N.	
�    

Mission	
�    is	
�    “overstretched	
�    with	
�    cur-
rent	
�     protection	
�     obligations	
�     related	
�    

to	
�     the	
�     civilians	
�     in	
�     our	
�     camps	
�     and	
�    

making	
�    sure	
�    they	
�    are	
�    safe”.	
�    

In	
�     areas	
�     where	
�     the	
�     fighting	
�     has	
�    

stopped,	
�     aid	
�     agencies	
�     are	
�     scram-
bling	
�     to	
�     meet	
�     the	
�     needs	
�     of	
�     thou-
sands	
�    of	
�    people	
�    uprooted	
�    from	
�    their	
�    

homes	
�    and	
�    still	
�    too	
�    afraid	
�    to	
�    return.	
�    

This	
�     includes	
�     Juba,	
�    where	
�     at	
�     least	
�    

500	
�    people	
�    were	
�    killed	
�    in	
�    four	
�    days	
�    

of	
�     fighting,	
�     according	
�     to	
�     the	
�     U.N.,	
�    

and	
�    25,000	
�    people	
�    are	
�    still	
�    shelter-
ing	
�    at	
�    two	
�    U.N.	
�    camps.	
�    

UNICEF’s	
�     Uhaa	
�     said	
�     most	
�     of	
�    

those	
�    living	
�    in	
�    the	
�    camps	
�    are	
�    wom-
en	
�     and	
�     children.	
�     “In	
�     areas	
�     around	
�    

Juba	
�    where	
�    we	
�    have	
�    access,	
�    the	
�    ma-
jor	
�    issues	
�    for	
�    children	
�    relate	
�    to	
�    the	
�    

separation	
�    from	
�    their	
�    families,”	
�    he	
�    

said.	
�    “A	
�    lot	
�    of	
�    the	
�    children	
�    came	
�    to	
�    

the	
�     camps	
�     [after]	
�     being	
�     separated	
�    

from	
�    their	
�    families.”	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     Uhaa,	
�     U.N.	
�     and	
�    

other	
�     agencies	
�     are	
�     trying	
�     to	
�     pro-
vide	
�     emergency	
�     supplies	
�     of	
�     food,	
�    

water	
�     and	
�     temporary	
�     shelter	
�     to	
�     as	
�    

many	
�    people	
�    as	
�    possible.	
�    They	
�    are	
�    

also	
�    building	
�    latrines	
�    to	
�    discourage	
�    

open	
�     defecation,	
�     which	
�     heightens	
�    

the	
�     risk	
�     of	
�     an	
�     outbreak	
�     of	
�     water-
borne	
�    diseases,	
�    like	
�    cholera.	
�    

Wendy	
�    Taeuber,	
�    country	
�    director	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     NGO,	
�     International	
�     Rescue	
�    

Committee	
�     (IRC),	
�     told	
�     IRIN	
�     that	
�    

overcrowding	
�     in	
�     the	
�     camps	
�     has	
�    

hampered	
�     their	
�     efforts	
�     to	
�     address	
�    

cases	
�    of	
�    gender-based	
�    violence	
�    that	
�    

might	
�     have	
�     occurred	
�     during	
�     the	
�    

fighting.	
�    

“There’s	
�     no	
�     safe	
�     space	
�     for	
�    wom-
en	
�     in	
�     the	
�    camps,”	
�    she	
�    said.	
�    “If	
�    you	
�    

even	
�    want	
�    to	
�    meet	
�    with	
�    a	
�    woman	
�    to	
�    

hear	
�    about	
�    how	
�    she’s	
�    feeling	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

camp,	
�     there’s	
�     nowhere…Everyone	
�    

is	
�    surrounded	
�    by	
�    hundreds	
�    of	
�    other	
�    

people	
�    and	
�    there’s	
�    not	
�    a	
�    safe	
�    space	
�    

to	
�    even	
�    have	
�    a	
�    conversation.”	
�    

The	
�     situation	
�     in	
�     the	
�     country’s	
�    

more	
�    remote	
�    areas	
�    is	
�    unclear,	
�    with	
�    

no	
�    way	
�    of	
�    confirming	
�    casualties	
�    or	
�    

displacements.	
�    

The	
�    Jonglei	
�    State	
�    Relief	
�    and	
�    Re-
habilitation	
�    director,	
�    Gabriel	
�    Deng	
�    

Ajak,	
�    said	
�    the	
�    government	
�    still	
�    has	
�    

no	
�    clear	
�    picture	
�    of	
�    what	
�     the	
�    needs	
�    

are	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Bor	
�     area,	
�     and	
�     this	
�     is	
�    

further	
�     complicated	
�     by	
�     reports	
�     of	
�    

fighting	
�    on	
�    the	
�    outskirts	
�    of	
�    the	
�    city.	
�    

He	
�    said	
�    as	
�    many	
�    as	
�    100,000	
�    people	
�    

may	
�    have	
�    been	
�    displaced,	
�    of	
�    whom	
�    

15,000	
�     are	
�     still	
�     sheltering	
�     at	
�     the	
�    

U.N.	
�    base	
�    in	
�    the	
�    town.	
�    

“[A]	
�    very	
�    huge	
�    humanitarian	
�    re-
sponse	
�     [will]	
�    be	
�     required,	
�    because	
�    

all	
�     the	
�     civilian	
�     population	
�     in	
�     and	
�    

around	
�     Bor	
�     have	
�     lost	
�     their	
�     liveli-
hood,”	
�    Ajak	
�    said.	
�    He	
�    added	
�    that	
�    the	
�    

government	
�     is	
�     launching	
�    an	
�    emer-

gency	
�     assessment	
�     in	
�     the	
�     coming	
�    

days	
�     to	
�     determine	
�     how	
�     extensive	
�    

the	
�    needs	
�    are.	
�    

Peacekeepers	
�     and	
�     aid	
�     workers	
�    

are	
�    also	
�    in	
�    danger.	
�    On	
�    Dec.	
�    20,	
�    two	
�    

Indian	
�    peacekeepers	
�    and	
�    a	
�    clinical	
�    

health	
�    officer	
�    working	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Inter-
national	
�    Medical	
�    Corps	
�    were	
�    killed	
�    

when	
�     local	
�     youths	
�     overran	
�     a	
�     U.N.	
�    

base	
�    in	
�    Akobo	
�    in	
�    Jonglei	
�    state.	
�    

MSF’s	
�     White	
�     said	
�     it	
�     is	
�     critical	
�    

that	
�    they	
�    “have	
�    free	
�    access	
�    in	
�    all	
�    the	
�    

areas	
�    where	
�    we	
�    work”,	
�     and	
�     “What	
�    

we’re	
�     ensuring	
�     is	
�     that	
�     our	
�     teams	
�    

can	
�    continue	
�    to	
�    work,	
�    can	
�    continue	
�    

to	
�     provide	
�     life-saving	
�     medical	
�     ac-
tivities.	
�    That	
�    will	
�    remain	
�    our	
�    goal.”

This article is reprinted with per-
mission from IRIN. 
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INVITATION TO TENDER FOR REHABILITATION OF PUMPING AND DISTRIBUTION LINE AND AS-
SOCIATED WORKS IN AL MAHARAQ VILLAGE HAYS DISTRICT- AL HODEIDAH GOVERNORATE

OXFAM	
�     is	
�     a	
�    development,	
�     relief	
�     and	
�     campaigning	
�    organization	
�    dedicated	
�     to	
�     finding	
�     lasting	
�     solutions	
�     to	
�     poverty	
�     and	
�     suffering	
�    

around	
�    the	
�    world.	
�    We	
�    believe	
�    that	
�    every	
�    human	
�    being	
�    is	
�    entitled	
�    to	
�    a	
�    life	
�    of	
�    dignity	
�    and	
�    opportunity;;	
�    and	
�    we	
�    work	
�    with	
�    poor	
�    com-
munities,	
�    local	
�    partners,	
�    volunteers,	
�    and	
�    supporters	
�    to	
�    help	
�    this	
�    become	
�    a	
�    reality.

OXFAM	
�    is	
�    inviting	
�    tenders	
�    for	
�    the	
�    following:

Tender Ref No: 

REF: OX-YE-HOD- REQ: 4704

1-	
�   Tender	
�   documents	
�   are	
�   available	
�   for	
�   collection	
�   from	
�   our	
�   offices	
�   in	
�   Yemen	
�   as	
�   follow:

Sana’a•	
�    	
�   office	
�   located	
�   in	
�   Diplomatic	
�   area,	
�   Hadda,	
�   01-	
�   444568/9
Hodeidah	
�   Office,	
�   located	
�   in	
�   the	
�   Commercial	
�   Area,	
�   In	
�   Front	
�   OF	
�   Omar	
�   Bin	
�   Abdulaziz	
�   School•	
�   

	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   ,Tel.	
�   No.	
�   03-	
�   219635/7.	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�   	
�    	
�   	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�   

Please	
�   report	
�   at	
�   the	
�   reception	
�   desk	
�   with	
�   an	
�   official	
�   letter	
�   from	
�   your	
�   company.	
�   Tender	
�   documents	
�   will	
�   be	
�   issued	
�   at	
�   the	
�   
logistics	
�   offices	
�   (in	
�   both	
�   Sana’a	
�   and	
�   Hodeidah)	
�   between	
�   09:00	
�   AM	
�   to	
�   4:00	
�   PM.	
�   Tender	
�   documents	
�   will	
�   be	
�    issued	
�   from	
�   
Monday	
�   30/12/2013	
�   TO	
�   Thursday	
�   09/01/2014.

For	
�   more	
�   information	
�   please	
�   feel	
�   free	
�   to	
�   call	
�   on	
�   Tel	
�   numbers:	
�   01-	
�   444568/9	
�   and/or	
�   03-219635/7.	
�   

OXFAM	
�   is	
�   not	
�   bound	
�   to	
�   accept	
�   any	
�   application	
�   or	
�   give	
�   reasons	
�   for	
�   rejection	
�   or	
�   acceptance.

	
�    
	المحرق�    
	قریيھه�    
	في�    	
�    
	الصمام�    
	مع�    
	الضخ�    
	وأنبوب�    
	المیياه�    
	توزیيع�    
	شبكھه�    
	تأھھهیيل�    
	بإعاده�    
	الخاصھه�    
	العطاءات�    
	تقدیيم�    
	إلى�    دعوة

	الحدیيده�    
	محافظھه�    -	
�    
	حیيس�    مدیيریيھه

	
�   ¿É°ùfEG	
�   πµμd	
�   ¬fCG	
�   øeDƒf	
�   øëfh	
�   .⁄É©dG	
�   AÉëfCG	
�   ™«ªL	
�   ‘	
�   IÉfÉ©ŸGh	
�   ô≤Ø∏d	
�   áªFGO	
�   ∫ƒ∏M	
�   OÉéjE’	
�   á°ü°üîŸG	
�   äÓª◊Gh	
�   áKÉZ’Gh	
�   á«ªæàdG	
�   áª¶æe	
�   »g	
�   ,ΩΩÉØ°ùchCG	
�   áª¶æe

.á©bGh	
�   á≤«≤M	
�   Gòg	
�   π©L	
�   ‘	
�   IóYÉ°ùª∏d	
�   ÚªYGódGh	
�   ,ÚYƒ£àŸGh	
�   ,Ú«∏ëŸG	
�   AÉcô°ûdGh	
�   ,IÒ≤ØdG	
�   á«∏ëŸG	
�   äÉ©ªàéŸG	
�   ™e	
�   πª©f	
�   øëfh	
�   ,	
�   áÁôc	
�   IÉ«M	
�   ‘	
�   ≥◊G

:»∏j	
�   Ée	
�   ≈⋲∏Y	
�   á°übÉæª∏d	
�   ƒYóJ	
�   ΩΩÉØ°ùchCG	
�   áª¶æe

:ºbQ	
�   á°übÉæe	
�   ™LôŸG
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:‹ÉàdÉc	
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áª¶æŸG	
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≥FÉKh

01-444568/9	
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�  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�  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�  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�   -‐

03-219635/7	
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�   …QÉéàdG	
�   »◊G –	
�   Iójó◊G	
�   -‐

	
�   øjƒªàdGh	
�   OGóe’G	
�   äÉeóN	
�   º°ùb	
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INTERNAL/EXTERNAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT # 56/2013

If you are a committed, creative Yemeni and are passionate about making a lasting difference for children, the world’s 
leading child rights organization. UNICEF would like to hear from you.

Post Title:  Programme Assistant (3 nos)
Contract type:  Temporary Appointment
Level of Post: GS-6
Duty Station:  Aden, Hodeidah & Sa’ada

PURPOSE: 

Under general supervision of Chief of Field offices, performs a variety of information gathering, monitoring, technical and 

administrative services of moderate scope and difficulty, in support of field offices programme activities.

MAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Under the supervision of Chief of Field offices, the incumbent will perform the following main responsibilities:

Collects information mainly from records and reports and prepares periodic and ad hoc reports on programme and 1. 
project activities. 
Organizes data and information, prepares and maintains records, documents and control plans for the monitoring 2. 
of project/programme implementation.
Contributes to the preparation of reports, project documents and submissions to governments by providing 3. 
information, preparing tables and drafting relatively routine sections. Prepares background information for use 
in discussions with governments and other organizations. Participates in the briefing and debriefing of project 

personnel.
Scrutinizes plans of operations, exchanges of letters and takes appropriate follow-up action. Assists in the 4. 
administrative process of government requests for assistance and liquidations. 
May be required to carry out specific administrative operational/control tasks for project/programme activities.5. 
Maintains contact lists and prepares correspondences for partners, ensures the organization and filing of programme 6. 
documents and follow-up with sections as well as partner.
Performs other duties, as required.  7. 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

Completion of secondary education, preferably supplemented by technical or university courses in a field related • 

to the work of the organization.
Six years of progressively responsible clerical or administrative work, of which at least one year is closely related • 

to support of programme activities. 
Fluency in English and Arabic is required.• 

COMPETENCIES:

 i) Core Values (Required)

 • Commitment  • Diversity and Inclusion  • Integrity

 ii) Core Competencies (Required)

 • Communication (II)  • Working with People (II)    • Drive for Results (II)     

 (iii) Functional Competencies (Required)

 • Formulating Strategies and Concepts (I)  • Analyzing (I) • Applying Technical Expertise (I)  

 • Learning and Researching (II)   • Planning and Organizing (II)

 
If you meet the requirements stated above, please send your application, enclosing comprehensive curriculum vitae, 
duly completed United Nations Personal History form (which can be downloaded from www.unicef.org/employ) stating 
telephone number, email address and detailed contact address quoting the vacancy number to: yemenhr@unicef.org not 

later than 13 January,2014. Please indicate your preferred duty location when applying. For additional information 
on UNICEF, please visit our website: www.unicef.org

UNICEF, is committed to diversity and inclusion within its workforce, and encourages qualified female and male 
candidates, including persons living with disabilities, to apply to become a part of our organisation.

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment.

Only short listed candidates will be contacted.
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Military aircraft crashes near 
Change Square 

A military aircraft on a training mission 
plummeted from the sky on Feb. 19, crash-
ing into the Al-Qadesia neighborhood in 
Sana’a, destroying several houses, killing 
12 people, and injuring 11 others. Although 
military	
�     officials	
�     initially	
�     report	
�     the	
�     plane	
�    

malfunctioned	
�    due	
�    to	
�    “technical	
�    difficulties,”	
�    

an	
�    official	
�    cause	
�    of	
�    the	
�    crash	
�    was	
�    never	
�    re-
leased.

The	
�    long-awaited	
�    Nation-
al Dialogue Conference 
(NDC)	
�     began	
�     March	
�     18	
�    

in	
�    Sana’a,	
�    with	
�    the	
�    back-
ing of both the regional 
and international com-
munity. Slated to last six 
months	
�     and	
�     pave	
�     the	
�    way	
�     for	
�     the	
�     drafting	
�     of	
�     a	
�    

new	
�    constitution	
�    and	
�    national	
�     elections	
�     in	
�    early	
�    

2014,	
�     the	
�     slow-burning	
�     conference	
�     soon	
�     found	
�    

itself	
�    bogged	
�    down	
�    in	
�    numerous	
�    political	
�    impass-
es.	
�    In	
�    order	
�    to	
�    find	
�    solutions	
�    to	
�    some	
�    of	
�    Yemen’s	
�    

most pressing issues, including the shape of the 
new	
�    government	
�    and	
�    state;;	
�    a	
�    transitional	
�    justice	
�    

law;;	
�    calls	
�     for	
�    secession	
�     in	
�     the	
�    South;;	
�    and	
�     long-

standing grievances in the northern governorate 
of	
�    Sa’ada;;	
�    the	
�    conference	
�    continued	
�    to	
�    convene	
�    

well	
�     past	
�     its	
�     originally	
�     scheduled	
�     end	
�     date	
�     of	
�    

Sept.	
�    18.

Saudi Arabia changes labor law, deportation 
of Yemeni workers begins
In	
�     late	
�    March,	
�    the	
�    Kingdom	
�    of	
�    Saudi	
�    Arabia	
�    ap-
proved	
�    an	
�    amendment	
�    to	
�    its	
�    labor	
�    law	
�    that	
�    target-
ed	
�     foreign	
�    workers.	
�    Under	
�     the	
�    new	
�     restrictions,	
�    

foreign	
�    laborers	
�    were	
�    no	
�    longer	
�    allowed	
�    to	
�    work	
�    

for anyone other than their original visa sponsors, 
putting	
�    at	
�    risk	
�    thousands	
�    who	
�    work	
�    for	
�    more	
�    than	
�    

one	
�    company	
�    or	
�    who	
�    were	
�    previously	
�    and	
�    legally	
�    

allowed	
�     to	
�     enter	
�     the	
�     country	
�     under	
�     a	
�     different	
�    

sponsor. Deportations began immediately, but 
King	
�    Abdullah	
�    Abdullah	
�     Bin	
�    Abdul	
�    Aziz	
�    Al-Saud	
�    

later announced a six-month grace period for la-
borers	
�    to	
�    get	
�    their	
�    paperwork	
�    in	
�    order.	
�    The	
�    new	
�    

regulations	
�    officially	
�    went	
�    into	
�    effect	
�    Nov.	
�    3,	
�    lead-
ing	
�     to	
�     the	
�    daily	
�    deportation	
�    of	
�     thousands	
�    of	
�    Ye-
menis.	
�    Experts	
�    and	
�    officials	
�    worry	
�    how	
�    Yemen’s	
�    

economy	
�    will	
�    absorb	
�    the	
�    returning	
�    work	
�    force.

Bye-bye Change Square 
After	
�    a	
�     two-year	
�    occupation,	
�    on	
�    April	
�    19,	
�    anti-government	
�    

protesters began to evacuate their camps from Change 
Square	
�     near	
�     Sana’a	
�     University.	
�     Protesters	
�     had	
�     originally	
�    

closed	
�    down	
�     the	
�    area	
�     in	
�    February	
�    2011,	
�    when	
�     thousands	
�    

took	
�    to	
�    the	
�    streets	
�    to	
�    demand	
�    the	
�    departure	
�    of	
�    then-Presi-
dent	
�    Ali	
�    Abdulla	
�    Saleh,	
�    who	
�    had	
�    ruled	
�    Yemen	
�    for	
�    33	
�    years.	
�    

Saleh	
�    agreed	
�    to	
�    sign	
�    an	
�    internationally-backed	
�    power	
�    trans-
fer	
�    deal	
�    the	
�    same	
�    year,	
�    ushering	
�    in	
�    current	
�    President	
�    Abdu	
�    

Rabu	
�    Mansour	
�    Hadi.	
�    One	
�    street	
�    near	
�    the	
�    original	
�    camp	
�    is	
�    

still	
�     occupied	
�     by	
�     Houthi	
�     protesters,	
�     who	
�     have	
�     refused	
�     to	
�    

leave	
�    until	
�    the	
�    revolution	
�    is	
�    “truly	
�    finished.”

Hadi continues to restructure the army 
On	
�    April	
�    22,	
�    President	
�    Hadi	
�    issued	
�    several	
�    military	
�    decrees	
�    

that	
�    removed	
�    relatives	
�    of	
�    former	
�    President	
�    Ali	
�    Abdulla	
�    Saleh	
�    

from	
�     leadership	
�     positions	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Yemeni	
�     military.	
�     Among	
�    

the	
�    sacked	
�     leaders	
�    were	
�    Saleh’s	
�    son,	
�    Ahmed	
�    Saleh,	
�    who	
�    

commanded the elite Republican Guard and General Ali 
Mohsen,	
�     former	
�     head	
�    of	
�     the	
�    First	
�    Armored	
�    Division.	
�    Both	
�    

military	
�    units	
�    were	
�    dissolved	
�    and	
�    attached	
�    to	
�    other	
�    units	
�    of	
�    

the	
�    national	
�    army,	
�    but	
�    both	
�    former	
�    commanders	
�    were	
�    con-
troversially relocated to other government positions.

Pro-Saleh camps in Tahrir Square come 
down
Following	
�    orders	
�    from	
�    the	
�    Military	
�    Affairs	
�    Committee,	
�    on	
�    May	
�    

4,	
�    the	
�    Municipality	
�    of	
�    Sana’a	
�    removed	
�    pro-Saleh	
�    protesters’	
�    

tents in Tahrir Square.  Like its counterpart in Change Square, 
Tahrir	
�     had	
�     been	
�     occupied	
�     since	
�     early	
�     Feb.	
�     2011	
�    when	
�     the	
�    

media-coined	
�    Arab	
�    Spring	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    in	
�    Egypt	
�    with	
�    the	
�    ousting	
�    

of	
�    Egyptian	
�    President	
�    Hosni	
�    Mubarak.	
�    Then-President	
�    Saleh	
�    

helped establish the camp to prevent opponents of his re-
gime	
�    from	
�    following	
�    the	
�    events	
�    that	
�    unfolded	
�    in	
�    Cairo’s	
�    Tahrir	
�    

Square.

Three kidnapped Europeans return home 
A	
�    Finnish	
�    couple	
�    and	
�    an	
�    Austrian	
�    student	
�    of	
�    Arabic,	
�    who	
�    were	
�    

abducted	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    in	
�    late	
�    Dec.	
�    2012,	
�    were	
�    released	
�    on	
�    May	
�    

8	
�    by	
�    a	
�    tribe	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Al-Mahra	
�    governorate	
�    in	
�    east	
�    Yemen,	
�    on	
�    

the	
�    Omani	
�    border.	
�    The	
�    foreign	
�    nationals	
�    were	
�    handed	
�    over	
�    to	
�    

Omani	
�    authorities	
�    by	
�    tribesmen.	
�    

Second military aircraft crashes in Sana’a in 
span of three months 
On	
�     May	
�     13,	
�     a	
�     military	
�     aircraft	
�    

crashed	
�    into	
�    Al-Khamseen	
�    Street	
�    

in southern Sana’a after return-
ing from a routine military training 
exercise, authorities say. The pilot 
died	
�     in	
�    the	
�    crash,	
�    but	
�     there	
�    were	
�    

no	
�    other	
�    reported	
�    deaths.	
�    Follow-
ing the February crash in the Al-
Qadesia	
�    neighborhood,	
�    President	
�    

Hadi	
�     had	
�     issued	
�     a	
�     decree	
�     that	
�    

military training missions are no 
longer	
�    allowed	
�    to	
�    fly	
�    over	
�    residen-
tial areas. This crash raises ques-
tions about the military’s ability to 
follow	
�     orders	
�     and	
�     implement	
�     the	
�    

new	
�    regulation.	
�    A	
�    committee	
�    set	
�    up	
�    to	
�    investigate	
�    the	
�    incident	
�    

still has not released the cause of the crash.

South African couple still missing in Taiz
On	
�    May	
�    27,	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    kidnapped	
�    a	
�    South	
�    African	
�    couple	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    city	
�    of	
�    Taiz.	
�    The	
�    couple	
�    have	
�    been	
�    held	
�    captive	
�    for	
�    more	
�    

than	
�    six	
�    months	
�    at	
�    an	
�    unknown	
�    location	
�    by	
�    unknown	
�    assail-
ants.	
�    	
�    No	
�    one	
�    has	
�    yet	
�    claimed	
�    responsibility.

Dutch couple kidnapped

A	
�    Dutch	
�    couple	
�    working	
�    in	
�    Sana’a,	
�    

Judith Spiegel, a journalist, and 
her	
�    partner,	
�    Boudewijn	
�    Berendsen,	
�    

an independent insurance agent, 
were	
�     confirmed	
�     missing	
�     from	
�    

their home in Sana’a on June 15. 
No	
�     one	
�     claimed	
�     responsibility	
�     for	
�    

the kidnapping, but a video of the 
couple	
�    pleading	
�    with	
�    their	
�    govern-
ment to take action appeared on 
YouTube	
�     in	
�     July.	
�     The	
�     couple	
�    was	
�    

released	
�     unharmed	
�     on	
�     Dec.	
�     7.	
�    

Neither	
�     the	
�    Yemeni	
�    nor	
�     the	
�    Dutch	
�    

governments have announced 
whether	
�    a	
�    ransom	
�    was	
�    paid	
�    for	
�    the	
�    

couple’s release.

Iranian diplomat abducted in 
Sana’a
Noor	
�    Ahmed,	
�    an	
�    Iranian	
�    diplomat	
�    stationed	
�    

in	
�     Sana’a,	
�     was	
�     abducted	
�     on	
�     July	
�     21.	
�     His	
�    

whereabouts	
�    and	
�    the	
�    identity	
�    of	
�    his	
�    kidnap-
pers	
�    are	
�    still	
�    unknown.	
�    The	
�    Iranian	
�    Embassy	
�    

issued	
�    statements	
�    holding	
�    the	
�    Yemeni	
�    gov-
ernment accountable for the safety of dip-
lomats.

Abdulelah Haider Shaye released 
from prison
Yemeni	
�     journalist	
�    Abdulelah	
�     Haider	
�     Shaye	
�    

was	
�     released	
�     two	
�     years	
�     early	
�     early	
�     from	
�    

a	
�     five-year	
�     sentence	
�     on	
�     July	
�     23.	
�     Shaye,	
�    

known	
�    for	
�    his	
�    reporting	
�    on	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

Arabian	
�     Peninsula	
�     (AQAP)	
�     and	
�     his	
�     exclu-
sive	
�     interviews	
�     with	
�     the	
�     militant	
�     group’s	
�    

leaders,	
�    was	
�    imprisoned	
�    in	
�    August	
�    2010	
�    due	
�    

to	
�     accusations	
�     that	
�     he	
�    was	
�     supporting	
�     the	
�    

organization.	
�    He	
�    was	
�     the	
�     first	
�     to	
�     report	
�     on	
�    

an	
�    American	
�    airstrike	
�     in	
�    Al-Ma’ajala,	
�    Abyan	
�    	
�    

governorate	
�    in	
�    December	
�    2009.	
�    He	
�    reported	
�    

that	
�    42	
�    civilians	
�    died.	
�    Shaye	
�    was	
�    originally	
�    

imprisoned	
�    under	
�     former	
�    President	
�    Saleh’s	
�    

rule. Wikileaks documents later revealed 
that	
�    Shaye	
�    was	
�    in	
�    line	
�    to	
�    be	
�    pardoned	
�    by	
�    the	
�    

president	
�    but	
�    U.S.	
�    President	
�    Barack	
�    Obama	
�    

personally requests he remain incarcerated. 
Following	
�     Shaye’s	
�     release,	
�     he	
�     is	
�     placed	
�    

under house arrest and unable to travel to 
Switzerland	
�     to	
�     receive	
�     the	
�     Alkarama	
�     Hu-
man	
�    Rights	
�    Defenders	
�    award,	
�    which	
�    he	
�    was	
�    

awarded	
�    earlier	
�    in	
�    2013.

The Yemeni weekend changes
On	
�    Saturday,	
�    Aug.	
�    17,	
�    Yemen	
�    swapped	
�    its	
�    Thursday-Friday	
�    weekend	
�    for	
�    a	
�    

Friday-Saturday	
�    weekend	
�    in	
�    line	
�    with	
�    the	
�    rest	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Gulf.	
�    Hailed	
�    by	
�    econo-
mists	
�    as	
�    a	
�    positive	
�    move,	
�    this	
�    decision,	
�    five	
�    years	
�    in	
�    the	
�    making,	
�    proves	
�    to	
�    

be challenging for businesses, schools and individuals to adjust to.   

Celebrating cultural heritage at the Sana’a Summer 
Tourism Festival  
The	
�     Ministry	
�     of	
�     Tourism,	
�     in	
�     collaboration	
�     with	
�     the	
�     Capital	
�     Secretariat,	
�    

sponsored	
�    a	
�     folklore	
�    and	
�    handcrafts	
�     festival	
�     in	
�    Sana’a	
�     from	
�    Aug.	
�    18	
�     to	
�    

Sept.	
�     1.	
�    The	
�     festival,	
�    which	
�    attracted	
�     visitors	
�     from	
�    all	
�     over	
�     the	
�     country,	
�    

was	
�    designed	
�    to	
�    boost	
�    internal	
�    tourism	
�    and	
�    encourage	
�    an	
�    appreciation	
�    for	
�    

Yemen’s	
�    cultural	
�    heritage.

Air Force bus attack leaves one dead, 24 injured
On	
�    Aug.	
�    25,	
�    a	
�    bomb	
�    attached	
�    to	
�    an	
�    Air	
�    Force	
�    Bus	
�    that	
�    transports	
�    soldiers	
�    

between	
�    their	
�    homes	
�    and	
�    a	
�    military	
�    school	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    exploded	
�    while	
�    the	
�    

vehicle	
�    was	
�    in	
�    operation.	
�    One	
�    soldier	
�    died	
�    immediately,	
�    one	
�    died	
�    later	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    hospital	
�    and	
�    24	
�    were	
�    wounded,	
�    five	
�    of	
�    whom	
�    lost	
�    both	
�    their	
�    legs.	
�    No	
�    

one ever claims responsibility for the bombing, and the government never 
names suspects.

The government says it will rehire 800 Southern 
military	
�    and	
�    service	
�    personnel	
�    fired	
�    in	
�    1994
On	
�    Sept.	
�    11,	
�    President	
�    Hadi	
�    issued	
�    a	
�    decree	
�    to	
�    reinstate	
�    795	
�    South-
erners	
�    who	
�     lost	
�     their	
�     jobs	
�     in	
�     the	
�    military	
�    and	
�    security	
�    services	
�     fol-
lowing	
�    Yemen’s	
�     1994	
�    Civil	
�    War.	
�    The	
�     decision	
�     is	
�     one	
�     of	
�     the	
�    many	
�    

concessions the central government made to Southerners in an ef-
fort	
�     to	
�    generate	
�    goodwill	
�    between	
�     the	
�     formerly	
�     independent	
�    South	
�    

and	
�    the	
�    North.	
�    

Shabwa military camps attacked 
Unidentified	
�     armed	
�     men,	
�     suspected	
�     to	
�     be	
�     affiliated	
�     with	
�     AQAP,	
�     
attacked	
�    two	
�    military	
�    camps	
�    in	
�    Shabwa	
�    governorate	
�    near	
�    high-profile	
�    

oil	
�    and	
�    gas	
�    infrastructure	
�    on	
�    Sept.	
�    20.	
�    Twenty-two	
�    soldiers	
�    die	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

attack	
�    and	
�    18	
�    are	
�    injured.	
�    	
�    

Unidentified militants take control of the Second 
Military Command in Hadramout
Unidentified	
�    armed	
�    men	
�    broke	
�    into	
�    Second	
�    Military	
�    Command	
�    head-
quarters	
�    in	
�    Al-Mukalla	
�     in	
�    Hadramout	
�    governorate	
�    on	
�    Sept.	
�    30.	
�    The	
�    

militants are able to gain entrance by using a car bomb. The military 
officially	
�    regained	
�    control	
�    of	
�    the	
�    headquarters	
�    on	
�    Oct.	
�    2	
�    after	
�    report-
edly	
�    killing	
�    everyone	
�    inside—the	
�    militants	
�    as	
�    well	
�    as	
�    the	
�    soldiers	
�    that	
�    

had	
�    been	
�    taken	
�    hostage.	
�    An	
�    estimated	
�    13	
�    soldiers	
�    died	
�    in	
�    the	
�    fight-
ing,	
�    and	
�    40	
�    were	
�    injured.	
�    

Intense	
�    fighting	
�    breaks	
�    out	
�    in	
�    Dammaj	
�    
A	
�    bloody,	
�    sectarian	
�    conflict	
�    erupted	
�    at	
�    the	
�    end	
�    of	
�    Octo-
ber	
�    in	
�    the	
�    town	
�    of	
�    Dammaj	
�    in	
�    Sa’ada	
�    governorate	
�    be-
tween	
�    the	
�    Salafis,	
�    a	
�    conservative	
�    Sunni	
�    sect	
�    of	
�    Islam,	
�    

and	
�    Shiite-Houthi	
�     rebels.	
�    Presidential	
�    and	
�    Parliamen-
tarian mediation committees fail to negotiate a peace 
agreement	
�     in	
�     the	
�    region.	
�    Both	
�    parties	
�    have	
�    mobilized	
�    

supporters	
�    for	
�    larger-scale	
�    fighting	
�    in	
�    ongoing	
�    fighting.	
�    	
�    

Yemen’s Nobel Peace Laureate donates 
cash prize to 
charity
Tawakul	
�    Karman,	
�    

who	
�    was	
�    awarded	
�    the	
�    

Nobel	
�    Peace	
�    Prize	
�    

in	
�    2011	
�    for	
�    her	
�    work	
�    

during	
�    Yemen’s	
�    anti-

government uprising, 
donated her $500,000 
award	
�    on	
�    Oct.	
�    31	
�    to	
�    

a charity that helps 
victims of the uprising 
and their families.

Kidnapping in Taiz 
Unidentified	
�     armed	
�     men	
�     abducted	
�     Mohammed	
�    

Moneer	
�    Ahmed	
�    Hayel,	
�     the	
�    nephew	
�    of	
�     the	
�    gover-
nor	
�    of	
�    Taiz,	
�    as	
�    he	
�    was	
�    driving	
�    to	
�    his	
�    office	
�    on	
�    Nov.	
�    

19.	
�    A	
�     tribal	
�     group	
�     in	
�    Marib	
�     governorate,	
�     172	
�     km	
�    

east	
�    of	
�    Sana’a,	
�    released	
�    Hayel	
�    on	
�    Dec	
�    16.

Yemen establishes Southern Victims’ 
Fund
On	
�    Nov.	
�    24,	
�    President	
�    Hadi	
�    established	
�    the	
�    South-
ern	
�    Victims’	
�    Fund.	
�    Qatar	
�    pledged	
�    $350	
�    million	
�    to	
�    

support	
�    the	
�    trust,	
�    designed	
�    to	
�    restore	
�    lands	
�    confis-
cated	
�    following	
�    Yemen’s	
�    1994	
�    Civil	
�    War.	
�    The	
�    fund	
�    

is one of the demands made by Southern repre-
sentatives	
�     at	
�     the	
�     National	
�     Dialogue	
�     Conference	
�    

(NDC)	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    secure	
�    their	
�    continued	
�    participa-
tion in the reconciliatory talks. While many praise 
the establishment of the fund, it isn’t enough to 
quell continued demands for Southern secession.   

Two Belarussians shot in attack 
On	
�    Nov.	
�    26,	
�    two	
�    unidentified	
�    men	
�    on	
�    motorcycles	
�    

shot	
�     two	
�     Belarussian	
�    military	
�     instructors	
�     outside	
�    

a	
�    hotel	
�     in	
�    Sana’a.	
�    One	
�    died	
�    on	
�    the	
�    spot	
�    and	
�    the	
�    

other	
�    survived	
�    the	
�    attack.	
�    No	
�    suspects	
�    have	
�    been	
�    

named in the attack.

Sana’a bans motorcycles 
The	
�    Ministry	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Interior	
�    enacted	
�    a	
�    two-week	
�    ban	
�    

on	
�    motorbikes	
�     in	
�    Sana’a	
�    which	
�    began	
�    Dec.	
�    1	
�     in	
�     re-
sponse to an increase in the number of assassina-
tions of military and security personnel by assailants 
on	
�     motorbikes.	
�     Motorcyclists,	
�     many	
�     of	
�     whom	
�     use	
�    

their bikes as taxis to make a living, react to the ban 
with	
�    anger	
�    and	
�    protests.	
�    The	
�    ban	
�    was	
�    largely	
�    ignored,	
�    

with	
�    motorbikes	
�    being	
�    spotted	
�    all	
�    over	
�    the	
�    capital	
�    dur-
ing the ban.  

The  WTO’s 
newest member 

After	
�     13	
�     years	
�     of	
�     nego-
tiations,	
�    Yemen	
�     joined	
�     the	
�    

World	
�    Trade	
�    Organization	
�    (WTO)	
�    on	
�    Dec.	
�    4,	
�    becom-
ing	
�    the	
�    160th	
�    member	
�    of	
�    the	
�    organization.	
�    The	
�    agree-
ment	
�    was	
�    signed	
�    at	
�    the	
�    ninth	
�    Ministerial	
�    Conference	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    WTO	
�    in	
�    Bali,	
�    Indonesia.	
�    Experts	
�    are	
�    still	
�    debat-
ing	
�    the	
�    effect	
�    of	
�    membership	
�    on	
�    Yemen’s	
�    economy.

A disputed number (9 to 
12)	
�     armed	
�     men	
�     broke	
�    

into	
�     the	
�     Defense	
�     Ministry	
�    

compound on Dec. 5, kill-
ing	
�    56	
�    people	
�    and	
�    injuring	
�    

another 215, a majority 
of	
�    whom	
�    had	
�    been	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

Al-Ordi	
�    Hospital	
�    inside	
�    the	
�    

compound. The deadly 
attack received national, 
regional and international 
condemnation. The mili-
tary	
�    commander	
�    of	
�    AQAP,	
�    

Qasim Al-Raimi, said in 
a	
�     YouTube	
�     video	
�     posted	
�    

two	
�     weeks	
�     later	
�     that	
�     his	
�    

organization	
�     carried	
�     out	
�    

the attack. In the video he 
apologized	
�     for	
�     the	
�     hospi-
tal deaths, saying that the 
target	
�     was	
�     the	
�     Defense	
�    

Ministry	
�    and	
�    not	
�    civilians.	
�    	
�    

He	
�    blames	
�    a	
�    misinformed	
�    

fighter	
�    for	
�    the	
�    hospital	
�    ca-
sualties.	
�    Hospital	
�    security	
�    

cameras captured foot-
age of a militant executing 
patients and health care 
workers	
�     of	
�     many	
�     nation-
alities in the hospital. 
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Looking back on the year’s dramatic events

By Ali Saeed
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Abdulelah Haider Shaye

Unprecedented and brutal attack on Defense Ministry 

NDC kicks off in Sana’a
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Male, bachelor’s degree in English  4
language, diploma in marketing & 
computer science, experienced as an 
operations oficer, treasurer and 
teacher. Looking for any job that 
requires English. 777004207
Female, BA in Arabic literature, very  4
good written and spoken French/
English, seeks work as a babysitter 
for a foreign family (Aden or Taiz). 
737168816

An ambitioius man, holding a BA in  4
English, two years of experience in 
administration including secretary, 
translation and coordination, ready to 
utilize acquired experience in any 
vacant position that suits. 770658490
Bachelor’s degree in English  4
language, 2 years experience in 
teaching, good with computers and 
Internet. Contact 772663229 
Sanal Venugopal,  B. Com graduate,  4
one year work experience in banking 
industry. 737436520

Specialized tutor able to give private  4
lessons in Mathematics, Arabic, 
English and Science for grades 4-9. 
734680597.
English-speaking teacher of math,  4
physics, chemistry and biology seeks 
a job. 735694439
Male, B.A. in press and media, good  4
written and spoken English, computer 
literate, seeks afternoon work. Aden, 
735869554 
Bachelor’s degree in English,  4
experience in teaching and dealing 
with different levels. Now accepting 
pupils. Low rates and excellent 
teaching. 713481271.
Bachelor in English. Diploma in  4
computer science, experience in 
marketing, seek work in a company 
or factory. 733576664
Paper and plastics recycling  4
consultant offers training workshops 
for almost 20 kinds of products. 
711701322
Excellent English, logistics and  4
operations experience, administrative 
skills, Internet skills. esaamhamadi@
gmail.com, 739882744
Maged Mohammed, Dental  4

Technician with 8 years of 
experience, also heating and air-
conditioning diploma, Connect: 
773899026 . 700215989 

Mother with a baby looking for  4
female Arabic tutor who would visit 
and teach in home at Hadda twice a 
week. Pay according to experience 
and ability. Good English not 
required. 738945537
English teacher for Grade 5 to 9, KG  4
English teacher (female) at least 2 
years experience. 773744704 or 
415309
Rainbow school seeks female  4
teachers for Math, English and 
Science for elementary grades. 
Should have Bachelor's degree in 
education, no fewer than 2 years of 
experience, and be fluent in English. 
733811430, 424433, 414026

 
 4

iphone 5 in good condition, from US,  4
black color, GSM compatible $550 or 
best offer. 773691845

                   

 Sudoku Easy Intermediate Difficult

Sudoku

Chess: bxg2+

 Solutions

Black	
�    plays	
�    and	
�    wins	
�    in	
�    the	
�    4th	
�    move

Coffee Break

 Chess

Electricity problems  177, Emergency Police 
199, Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,  
Telephone enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194, 
Foreign Affairs,  202544/7, Interior Affairs 
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City 
Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, Tourism 
254032, TV Station 332001/2,  Red Crescent   
203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline                278668/283082 
Egypt Air                              273452/275061
Gulf Air                                            
440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian                                                 
01 446064/5/8

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823  
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  

 264702.
 Fax. 264703,  
 503350 
Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 /  
 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hartz                              Sana'a: 01 440309
                                      Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN                         Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education         Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & Computer 
                                   266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170                 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975              Taiz   04 205 780

DHL                                          01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
                                           Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
                                    alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
                                           01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link                  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services                                     
01-472192/3
World Shipping               01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital     600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital                   01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital                  01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel       01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel                       01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666

                                            Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels                    01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE  Tel: 01/555 555
                                       
Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
 Sana’a   272713/874     Aden: 243490-242476
 Taiz  250029                Hodeidah   219941/4/6

Marib Insurance         Sana’a: 206129/8/13
                                    Aden: 255668                                     
                                    Taiz:240927/34
                                    Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a  284193, 
5 lines,        Taiz: 258881,    Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/  
272962/43,      Aden: 247617   
Taiz: 250345,        Mukalla: 304292,     
Hodeidah:   261839/17

Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANT
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
                                            Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
                                             Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 

Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School  Tel: 01 370191/2 
                                              Fax  370193
International Turkish Schools    01-419330-1, 
737999199
 Taiz 205593 
                   
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-English-
French -German-Russian-Italian- Spanish-
Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea-
Amharic.                                   Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism              01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777

           
UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy                     Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
                                 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
Sana’a:                         412442 Fax: 412441, 
Aden:                                 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University           Tel:  449971/2
Sana’a University                  Tel:  250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567
 Fax:675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 
01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
                                                   01-294579
Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

INTERNATIONAL	
�    FREIGHT	
�    FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239	
�    Fax:	
�    00967-1-450894	
�    	
�    
Aden:	
�    00967-2-221994	
�    Fax:	
�    00967-2-221995
EMAIL:	
�    SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE:	
�    WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

❒	 For Sale       ❒	 Job vacancies
❒	 Buying        ❒	 Job seekers 
❒	 Housing available  ❒	 	 Other
❒	 Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3



ABO MISKA ENTERPRISE
F o r  T r a d i n g  &  C o n t r a c t i n g

Clear vision and target

Tel: 01 234405, 01 230244, Fax: 01 234408

Email: hisham@abomiska.com

Keep project on track•	
�    
Value delivery in every •	
�    
phase

Deadlines	
�    are	
�    fixed	
�    values•	
�    
Safety for the investment •	
�    
and our people

experience with proven •	
�    
track record

Road construction•	
�    
Infrastructure and aviation•	
�    
Water and oil drilling •	
�    

Our vision to extend our 

business activities both, 

horizontal and vertical 

has	
�    been	
�    reflected	
�    by	
�    our	
�    
continuous growth over 

the last decades and we 

take a strong approach 

to offer our partnership 

to	
�    local	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    firms	
�    
to complement our own 

skills.

Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper
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Adhesives, Sealants and Surface Treatment Solutions
to the Industrial & Automotive Markets

Industrial Products Division
Mujahed Street
Telefax +1 26 99 28
Mobile: 772 090 037 & 777 381 282
E-mail: tsc_ipd2@yahoo.com

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR

Story and photo by  

Mohammed Al-Hassani

O
n	
�     the	
�     third	
�     floor	
�    

of	
�     Yemen's	
�     Public	
�    

Telecommunications	
�    

C o r p o r a t i o n ,	
�    

located	
�    in	
�     the	
�    

Tahrir	
�     district	
�     of	
�     Sana’a,	
�     there	
�    

are	
�     six	
�     cubicles	
�     neatly	
�     lined	
�     up.	
�    

Each	
�     cubicle	
�     holds	
�     a	
�     computer,	
�     a	
�    

telephone	
�    and	
�    a	
�    swivel	
�    chair.

This	
�     is	
�     the	
�     Sana’a	
�     governorate’s	
�    

call	
�     center	
�     for	
�     the	
�     toll-free	
�     phone	
�    

number,	
�     118,	
�     run	
�     by	
�     the	
�     General	
�    

Information	
�     Administration	
�    

(GIA).	
�    This	
�    number	
�     is	
�    well	
�     known	
�    

throughout	
�     Yemen	
�     as	
�    

a	
�     primary	
�     source	
�     of	
�    

contact	
�     information	
�     for	
�    

government	
�     institutions	
�    

and	
�     businesses.	
�     The	
�    

GIA	
�     was	
�     established	
�    

in	
�     1981	
�     and	
�     has	
�     call	
�    

centers	
�     nationwide.	
�     It	
�    

provides	
�     the	
�    public	
�    with	
�    

the	
�    landline	
�    numbers	
�    for	
�    

government	
�    corporations	
�    

and	
�    private	
�    companies.	
�    

Fuad	
�    Al-Jarmouzi	
�    has	
�    

been	
�    working	
�    at	
�    the	
�    GIA	
�    

for	
�    10	
�    years,	
�    and	
�    they	
�    are	
�    

busier	
�    than	
�    ever.	
�    

“The	
�     pressure	
�     on	
�    

our	
�     office	
�     has	
�     to	
�     do	
�    

with	
�     the	
�     fact	
�     that	
�     the	
�    

capital	
�     city	
�     houses	
�     the	
�    

majority	
�     of	
�     government	
�    

and	
�     private	
�     companies’	
�    

headquarters,”	
�     he	
�     said.	
�    

“Since	
�    [using	
�    our	
�    service]	
�    

does	
�    not	
�    cost	
�    callers	
�    anything,	
�    our	
�    

phones	
�    do	
�    not	
�    stop	
�    ringing.”

The	
�     GIA	
�     uses	
�     a	
�     system	
�    

that	
�     is	
�     connected	
�     to	
�     the	
�    

Telecommunications	
�    Corporation’s	
�    

billing	
�     department.	
�     	
�     This	
�     system	
�    

registers	
�     the	
�     names	
�     and	
�     numbers	
�    

of	
�    new	
�    landline	
�    subscribers	
�    directly	
�    

through	
�     the	
�     local	
�     data	
�     network,	
�    

enabling	
�     118	
�     operators	
�     to	
�     provide	
�    

up-to-date	
�    information	
�    to	
�    callers.	
�    

“We	
�     can	
�     give	
�     the	
�     caller	
�     the	
�    

number	
�     he	
�     wants,	
�     provided	
�     that	
�    

he	
�     gives	
�     us	
�     the	
�     exact	
�     name	
�     of	
�     the	
�    

person	
�     [or	
�     business],”	
�     said	
�     Al-

Jarmouzi.	
�    

GIA	
�    employees	
�    work	
�    around	
�    the	
�    

clock	
�    on	
�    shifts.	
�    Everyone	
�    is	
�    required	
�    

to	
�    work	
�    six	
�    hours	
�    per	
�    day,	
�    even	
�    on	
�    

official	
�     holidays,	
�     when	
�     employees	
�    

receive	
�    overtime	
�    pay.	
�    	
�    

Employees	
�     are	
�     keen	
�     to	
�     provide	
�    

good	
�     customer	
�     service	
�     to	
�     callers,	
�    

says	
�     Ali	
�     Al-Haimi,	
�     a	
�     long-time	
�    

employee	
�     at	
�     the	
�     GIA,	
�     even	
�     when	
�    

callers	
�    want	
�    high-profile	
�    numbers.	
�    	
�    

“If	
�    the	
�    caller	
�    asks	
�    for	
�    the	
�    number	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     office	
�     of	
�     the	
�     president	
�     of	
�    

Yemen,	
�    or	
�    of	
�    the	
�    head	
�    of	
�    intelligence	
�    

or	
�    national	
�     security,	
�    we	
�     give	
�     them	
�    

the	
�    number,”	
�    Al-Haimi	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

Some	
�     callers	
�     call	
�     just	
�     to	
�     bother	
�    

employees,	
�    asking	
�    absurd	
�    questions	
�    

[or	
�    making	
�    inappropriate	
�    requests],	
�    

says	
�     Al-Haimi.	
�     A	
�     caller	
�     may	
�     ask,	
�    

‘How	
�    is	
�    the	
�    qat	
�    today?’	
�    or	
�    ‘I	
�    do	
�    not	
�    

have	
�    a	
�    balance	
�    on	
�    my	
�    phone.	
�    Please	
�    

recharge	
�    my	
�    account.’	
�    “Some	
�    callers	
�    

misuse	
�    this	
�    service	
�    but	
�    we	
�    still	
�    deal	
�    

with	
�    them	
�    politely,”	
�    he	
�    said.

Forty-two-year-old	
�     Ahlam,	
�     who	
�    

declined	
�     to	
�     give	
�     her	
�     last	
�     name,	
�    

has	
�     been	
�     working	
�     at	
�     the	
�     center	
�    

for	
�     10	
�     years.	
�     Despite	
�     the	
�     daily	
�    

pressure	
�     that	
�     the	
�     non-stop	
�     calls	
�    

put	
�     on	
�     employees,	
�     she	
�     says	
�     enjoys	
�    

providing	
�     a	
�     necessary	
�     service	
�     to	
�    

civilians.	
�    	
�    

“Sometimes,	
�    callers	
�    are	
�    impolite,	
�    

but	
�    I	
�    do	
�    not	
�    take	
�    offense	
�    because	
�    it	
�    

is	
�    my	
�    job.	
�    I	
�    help	
�    a	
�    lot	
�    of	
�    people,”	
�    she	
�    

said.	
�    

Ahlam	
�    says	
�    it	
�    takes	
�    a	
�    special	
�    kind	
�    

of	
�    person	
�    to	
�    deal	
�    with	
�    the	
�    myriad	
�    of	
�    

phone	
�    calls	
�    that	
�    the	
�    office	
�    answers	
�    

every	
�    day.	
�    She	
�    says	
�    employees	
�    need	
�    

to	
�     be	
�     patient,	
�     be	
�     able	
�     to	
�     deal	
�    with	
�    

a	
�    wide	
�    variety	
�    of	
�    personalities,	
�    and	
�    

have	
�     the	
�    ability	
�     to	
�     remain	
�    calm	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    face	
�    of	
�    pressure.	
�    

Ahlam	
�     said	
�     the	
�     majority	
�     of	
�    

numbers	
�     requested	
�     are	
�     those	
�     of	
�    

security	
�     institutions,	
�     hospitals,	
�    

airports,	
�    transportation	
�    companies,	
�    

travel	
�     and	
�     tourism	
�     companies,	
�    

and	
�    money	
�     exchange	
�     and	
�     transfer	
�    

companies.	
�     She	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     GIA	
�    

in	
�    Sana’a	
�    receives	
�    about	
�    1,000	
�    calls	
�    

per	
�     day,	
�     with	
�     the	
�     busiest	
�     times	
�    

being	
�    between	
�    8	
�    a.m.	
�    and	
�    noon.	
�    It	
�    

is	
�     also	
�     quite	
�     busy	
�     between	
�     4	
�     p.m.	
�    

and	
�    6	
�    p.m.	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    

The	
�     GIA	
�     toll-free	
�     service	
�     is	
�     a	
�    

huge	
�     help	
�     to	
�     callers	
�     in	
�     emergency	
�    

situations.	
�     University	
�     student	
�    

Sawsan	
�     Anash,	
�     23,	
�     said	
�     that	
�     she	
�    

once	
�    called	
�    118,	
�    and	
�    it	
�    helped	
�    save	
�    

her	
�    father’s	
�    life.	
�    

“I	
�    called	
�    the	
�    GIA	
�    to	
�    get	
�    the	
�    number	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    hospital	
�    nearest	
�    to	
�    our	
�    home.	
�    

I	
�    called	
�    it,	
�    and	
�    an	
�    ambulance	
�    came	
�    

[immediately],”	
�    she	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

Certificates	
�    of	
�    appreciation	
�    adorn	
�    

the	
�    walls	
�    of	
�    the	
�    GIA.	
�    Al-Haimi	
�    said	
�    

that	
�    many	
�    people	
�    have	
�    told	
�    him	
�    how	
�    

thankful	
�    they	
�    are	
�    for	
�    his	
�    work,	
�    and	
�    

that	
�    it	
�    is	
�    not	
�    unusual	
�    for	
�    coworkers	
�    

to	
�     receive	
�     presents	
�     from	
�     grateful	
�    

callers.

Just a phone call away 
118—your	
�    toll-free	
�    key	
�    to	
�    important	
�    numbers

The Sana’a call center of the General Information Administration’s 118 

toll-free information line handles about 1,000 calls per day.




