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The Yemen Times’ 2013 person of the year

Dr. Yasin Saeed Noman

Yemen Times Staff

Our readers and listeners have spoken.

This year, the majority of the Yemen
Times’ readership and radio audience se-
lected Dr. Yasin Saeed Noman, the secre-
tary general of the Yemeni Socialist Party
(YSP), as the recipience of our annual
award. It is given to the person who has
had the greatest positive influence on the
nation over the course of the year. Our fol-
lowers said Noman’s patriotic stancee to-
wards Yemen’s stability, unity and defense
of human rights, especially in the South,
earned him the title.

Over the course of the past year, Noman
was able to shine at the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC), where he demonstrat-
ed a commitment to supporting Yemen’s
transitional process.

About Dr. Yasin Saeed Noman

Noman was born in the Tor Al-Baha dis-
trict of Lahj governorate in South Yemen

In your words:

“Dr. Noman is one of
the main reasons Yemen
has been able to emerge
from its difficult po-
litical situation. He has
contributed to Yemen’s
development through
his mature political per-
spectives and projects,
including his strong sup-
port for women,” said
Dr. Adel Al-Sharjabi.

“Dr. Noman is a bal-
anced intellectual and an
honest politician. What
he says is is represented
in reality without exag-
geration or lies,” said
Nasr Al-Samie.

in 1947, when it was still an independent
country separate from the North. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in economics
from Cairo University and a PhD in eco-
nomic sciences from an Austrian univer-
sity in 1981.

He had his first taste of politics very
early on. He joined the National Front in
Aden in 1967 to fight against British Impe-
rial rule, which governed the South at the
time. Empowered by the South’s success in
overthrowing the colonial power, Noman
joined the YS in 1980, and was soon elected
a member of the party’s Central Commit-
tee. He continued to climb the party ranks,
and in 1986 became a member of the par-
ty’s political office. Finally, in 2005 he was
elected secretary general of the YSP.

Throughout his career, Noman has held
several governmental posts in the former
South Yemen. He served as both the minis-
ter of industry and planning as well as the
minister of fisheries. In 1986, he became

“Compared to other
current political figures,
Dr. Noman is one of
the most influential
and has a clear strat-
egy and vision. He is
an honest person and
represents the nation,
not party interests, in
his political positions,”
said Mukhtar Qasim
Al-Sabri.

“Dr. Noman has con-
tributed in the past to
Yemen’s development
and is going to take
Yemen further in the
future. He has vision, is
educated, and has the
nation’s best interests
in his heart,” said Amal
Al-Hashimi.

the prime minister of South Yemen as well
as a member of of the Supreme People’s
Council, a governing body.

Following Yemen’s unity between the
North and the South in 1990, Noman was
elected the first speaker of new nation’s
Parliament.

This active politician has served as a
key member of the Joint Meeting Parties’
(JMP) political alliance since its formation
in 2003. Between 2011 and 2013, he has
periodically served as chair of the group.

Noman’s leading role in Yemen’s tran-
sitional process cannot be overstated. He
was one of the main drafters of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Initiative,
which was signed in November 2011 and
ushered former President Ali Abdulla
Saleh out of office in a peaceful transfer of
power.

Most recently, Noman has further con-
tributed to Yemen’s transition by serving as
the deputy secretary general of the NDC.

“He is loved and people
believe that he is a true
patriot who cares about
Yemen’s welfare,” said
Amal Mabrouk.
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Hadi assigns military committee to end fighting in Dammaj

Residents lack basic
necessities, live in fear

Rammah Al-Jubari

SANA’A, Jan. 1—President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi on Tuesday
gave orders to a military committee
to put an end to the Salafi-Houthi
clashes taking place in the Dammaj
and Kitaf areas of Sa’ada governor-
ate and other surrounding areas.
The military is supposed to act on
an agreement both parties signed in

September before the intense fight-
ing broke out.

In a meeting with the Supreme Se-
curity Committee on Tuesday, Hadi
discussed the ongoing conflict and
ordered the committee to meet with
representatives of the Houthis in
Sana’a on Tuesday to reach a cease-
fire.

Sporadic clashes have been tak-
ing place since March 2011 between
the Houthis and Salafis. At that time,
the Houthis took advantage of the
fragile political situation following
the ouster of former President Ali
Abdulla Saleh and took control of
Sa’ada governorate. Since October

2012, when the Houthis imposed a
siege on Dammaj, clashes have only
intensified, reaching a boiling point
this past October

Clashes between pro-Houthi and
pro-Salafi tribes have expanded to
affect Haradh, along the main trade
route through Sa’ada. The conflict
has spilled over to parts of Amran
and Al-Jawf governorates as well.

The Al-Aula daily independent
newspaper reported on Wednesday
that the military committee met with
Abdulwahed Abu Ras and Ammar
Al-Ezi, Houthi representatives, and
presented some solutions.

Soror Al-Wadei, the spokesperson

for Salafis in Dammaj, welcomed
President Hadi’s orders.

“We appreciate President Hadi’s
attention even though it comes late,
months after the siege on Dammaj
[began],” he said.

“The shelling [in Dammaj] inten-
sified Tuesday night and left three
Salafis dead and 14 others wound-
ed.,” Al-Wadei said.

He said the situation in Dammaj
has become dire.

People have run out of many food
items, eat only one meal a day and
lack all the basic necessities, he said.

Headded thatresidents in Dammaj
are living in tunnels underground for

fear of being shelled by the Houthis.

A presidential committee headed
by Sheikh Yahia Abu Osba, a well-
respected leader who is known for
his objectivity and fairness, was as-
signed by President Hadi last Sep-
tember to resolve the conflict. The
committee worked for more than 45
days but failed to resolve the conflict.
The committee reported to President
Hadi that the Houthis had control
over war and peace in Dammaj.

The committee eventually reached
an agreement in mid-November with
the two parties to replace their armed
men in the region with government
forces. However, the agreement was

breached by both sides.

The committee also reported that
the Salafis refused to hand over Ja-
bal Al-Baraqa, a mountain that over-
looks Dammaj, to the army because
of their concerns that the Houthis
would be able to capture the strate-
gic point from government forces.

Ali Al-Qahoom, a member of the
Houthi media office in Sa’ada, told
the Yemen Times that the Houthis
are committed to a signed peace
agreement.

“If the Salafis want to stop fighting,
they have to adhere to the agreement
and hand over Jabal Al-Baraqa,” he
said.
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Alleged AQAP members killed
in drone strike in Abyan

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 1—Two alleged Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) affiliates were killed in a
drone strike on Tuesday in the Al-
Mahfad district of Abyan gover-
norate in southern Yemen, accord-
ing to the Interior Ministry. Three
others, also alleged to be associat-
ed with AQAP, were injured in the
aerial attack.

However, severallocal sourcesin-
cluding Shakir Al-Ghadir, a spokes-
person for the locally-stationed
Brigade 111, claim that six persons
died in the attack. Al-Ghadir says
he visited the site of the strike. Two
cars were hit, he said. “One was
completely charred.”

Al-Ghadir identified one of the
dead as Abu Yousif Al-Sana’ani,
an AQAP leader in Abyan. He was
unable to provide the identities of
the other casualties, or to confirm
whether they were all targeted in
the strike.

Yemen’s Interior Ministry an-
nounced Wednesday on its website
that the strike “targeted Al-Qaeda-
owned cars in the Sahara area of
Al-Mahfad district.”

According to the ministry, those
injured in the strike were taken to a
hospital in Azan city, in the neigh-
boring governorate of Shabwa, for
treatment.

For many, the discrepancy be-
tween the number of casualties
provided by the Interior Minis-
try’s number and that given by
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Al-Ghadir is reflective of a policy
shrouded in secrecy and lacking
transparency.

“We are accustomed to the state
either hiding reliable information
or not knowing what the drones ac-
tually do,” said Saeed Al-Jamhi, an
expert on Al-Qaeda and the head
of the Al-Jamhi Study Center in
Sana’a, said.

In partnership with the Yemeni

government, the United States con-
tinues to carry out drone strikes in
its battle against militant groups
like Al-Qaeda.

Attacks are rarely confirmed
by the U.S. government, anger-
ing those who say no one is held
accountable for the strikes, which
often kill civilians.

“I do not object to counterter-
rorism agreements between Ye-

Defendants in presidential palace
bombing case to stand trial

Five men remain detained for
alleged roles in case

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 1—The 57 named sus-
pects in the case of the 2011 bomb-
ing of the Al-Nahdin Mosque inside
the Presidential Palace are expected
to appear before the Specialized
Criminal Court, an entity that deals
with cases relating to terrorism and
political crimes, on Thursday. The
defendants are accused of various
connections to the bombing, which
allegedly targeted former President
Ali Abdulla Saleh.

The majority of the suspects have
been released from prison but not
cleared of charges. Five remain-
ing defendants are still being held
at Sana’a’s Central Prison for the

alleged role they played in the be-
lieved assassination attempt.

Of the 57 individuals, 28 were
still imprisoned at the beginning of
2013, with 23 gradually being re-
leased on bail throughout the past
year.

The five men still in prison have
drawn the attention of internation-
al groups, including Human Rights
Watch, who have called for the men
to either be put on trial or released.

The trial for the five men was
supposed to begin in August of last
year, but the presiding judge in the
case resigned—citing unwanted
media attention—and delaying the
court’s proceedings.

The defendants’ lawyer, Abdur-
rahman Barman, who works with
the National Organization for De-
fending Rights and Freedoms,
known as HOOD, said the men are

being held in violation of Yemeni
law, which states that criminal de-
fendants cannot be held for more
than six months without a trial.

The men have been in prison for
over two years.

“This is a shame on the Yemeni
judiciary system,” Barman said.

But there are those who have
advocated for the men to stay in
prison.

“We want the law to run its
course. The court will decide
whether to convict them or declare
their innocence,” said Sinan Al-Aji,
a member of the General People’s
Congress (GPC), Saleh’s political
party, which he still heads.

Dozens were injured and seven
people died in the Presidential
Bombing in June 2012. Saleh sus-
tained non-life-threatening inju-
ries.

Yemen’s teachers aren’t making the cut

Over half of educators do not
hold college degrees

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A,Jan. 1—The Education Min-
istry said in a consultative meeting
held this week that half of Yemen’s
teachers lack the qualifications nec-
essary to be leading classrooms.

Out of the 200,000 teachers na-
tionwide, the ministry says that
129,000 teachers do not have bach-
elor’s degrees. Part of the problem is
that many educators were recruited
more than two decades ago having
completed only high school or even
just primary school at a time when
Yemen was in desperate need of
teachers.

Dr. Abdulla Al-Hamedi, the
deputy minister of education, said
that some 40,000 male and female
teachers have college degrees that
are not related to education, which
is about 20 percent of all teachers in
Yemen.

“The ministry is doing its best

to improve teacher performance
via professional development pro-
grams,” said Yemen’s minister of
education, Abdulrazaq Al-Ashwal.

Many international organiza-
tions, including the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), provide
funding for training programs for
Yemeni teachers under the supervi-
sion of the Education Ministry.

But some teachers say that that
they have not gained much from the
training programs due to the minis-
try’s lack of oversight.

“There is a problem with the
training courses. Some things the
teachers have been taught are dif-
ficult to implement in the schools,”
said Ayman Abdulghani, a principal
of a school in Taiz. But he also adds,
“Whether or not a teacher benefits
from this training course depends
on the teachers themselves, the ef-
fort they put into the program, and
their willingness to improve them-
selves. Some teachers do not hold
university degrees, but their work
can be better than others who hold

higher qualifications.”

In order for the training programs
to succeed, Abdulghani says supervi-
sors from the Ministry of Education
should follow up with the trained
teachers to ensure that they imple-
ment what they were taught.

“Some teachers were really only
interested in the stipend, about
YR20,000 ($93), which they re-
ceived for [attending] the ten-day
course,” he said.

Abdulqader Mohammed, a pri-
mary school teacher who gradu-
ated from high school but who has
no college degree, has been working
as a teacher for 15 years. He agrees
with Abdulghani.

“The majority of those attending
the course thought only about finan-
cial gains, not professional improve-
ment. Good teachers should be re-
warded. Bad ones should punished.
If this is done, teachers will care
about their professional improve-
ment. Lumping the lazy ones in with
the [teachers who are actively work-
ing to improve their skills] affects
the educational process negatively.”

men and the United States. How-
ever, we demand fewer strikes and
[more accurate policies to govern
them],” Al-Jambhi said.

At the end of December, Yemen’s
Parliament issued a non-binding
order banning the use of drones in
Yemen'’s airspace. However, Parlia-
ment’s decision does not override
President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi, who governs the Yemeni side
of the drone program.

Adrone strike on Dec. 12 mistak-
enly hit a wedding convoy in the
Rada’a district of Al-Beidha gover-
norate, killing 12 civilians.

Interior Ministry
pleased with motorbike
ban, but bikers
continue to complain

Restrictions extended
through January

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Jan. 1—Overall reports
of criminal incidents and car ac-
cidents have decreased following
a ban on the use of motorcycles in
Sana’a that began Dec. 1, the Inte-
rior Ministry says.

“Since the ban was enforced,
there have been no reports of as-
sassination attempts by individuals
using motorbikes,” said Moham-
med Al-Qaedi, the public relations
manager for the Interior Ministry.
“The ban on motorbikes is neces-
sary to maintain security and pre-
vent criminal acts of violence.”

The nation’s Supreme Security
Committee, headed by President
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi, au-
thorized the ban and on Monday
decided to extend the restrictions
through January.

Although wildly unpopular with
motorcyclists who make their liv-
ing using their bikes to transport
passengers, the city went ahead
with the ban following a deadly
year of targeted assignations of
military, security and public fig-
ures. Motorcycles were used as es-
cape vehicles in the majority of the
incidents, including the high-pro-
file case of Abdulqareem Jadban, a
Parliamentarian and Houthi repre-
sentative to the National Dialogue
Conference who was shot dead in
late November.

Angry about the ban’s extension,

motorcyclists staged protests on
Tuesday night throughout Sana’a,
blocking roads and setting tires on
fire.

Eyewitnesses said Tuesday that
security personnel exchanged fire
with armed motorcyclists in the
Al-Sonaina neighborhood. No in-
juries were reported.

A resident of the Al-
Sonaina neighborhood in north-
west Sana’a said he has seen secu-
rity forces clash with bikers four
times over the past month.

The biggest criticism of the ban
other than its loose enforcement—
motorcycles are still spotted all
over Sana’a—is the negative im-
pact that it is having on people’s
livelihoods.

“They have cut our source of in-
come,” said one motorcyclist who
supports his family with the mon-
ey he earns taxiing people around
on his bike.

He called the ban unfair, saying
that the government’s inability to
control security should not be tak-
en out on the motorcyclists.

“Motorbikes are a source of in-
come for over 350,000 people in
Sana’a,” said local activist Muneer
Al-Bashiri.

Al-Bashiri suggested that if the
government chooses to continue
with the ban that it create a fund to
subsidize lost wages.

Despite the backlash, Al-Qaedi
says the ban may become perma-
nent.

“We may ultimately ban motor-
bikes because of the positive re-
sults we have seen,” he said.

ADVERTORIAL

CAC Bank wishes to honor the
team members who were involved
in preparing the Development Sec-
tion’s 2012 annual report.

CAC bank’s leadership, repre-
sented by Mr. Munasar Al-Qoaiti,
chairperson of the Board of Direc-
tors, and the CEO and his depu-
ties held a ceremony on Tuesday
morning to honor the team mem-
bers who participated in the prep-
aration of last year’s annual report
as well as the employees of the
Business Development Section.
The ceremony was held in recogni-
tion of their efforts during 2013 in
all aspects of work based on their
specialties (marketing, strategic
planning, quality, and research
and development).

At the beginning of the cere-
mony, attendees observed a quiet
moment of respect for the victims
of the bloody terrorist incident
in Al-Dhale. Mr. Al-Qoaiti spoke
about the importance of a federal
state that maintains Yemen’s unity
and provides opportunities for all
qualified citizens.

Mr. Al-Qoaiti observed that the
creation of a federal state will serve
as a safety valve for the country to
overcome the current crisis, aided
by a clear economic and banking
vision. He added that the recent
media campaign launched by
some partisan newspapers against
the bank will not affect it, since
the negative campaign is obvious-
ly the doing of those who finance
those newspapers.

In commending the 2012 annual
report, he noted that working as a
unified team is very important in
order for the bank to maintain its
role as a leading financial institu-
tion in the Yemeni banking mar-
ket.

Mohammed Abdulkareem Al-
Mansoub, the deputy executive

CAC Bank celebrates its successful teamwork

head, stressed the importance of
collective efforts to achieve fur-
ther successes, particularly in this
coming year. He said the Develop-
ment division has prompted many
banking transformations in coop-
eration with other divisions of the
bank.

Amina Majwar, the statistics
and strategic planning manager,

also delivered a speech, thanking
the leadership of the bank for the
guidance it has provided to help
the team complete the 2012 an-
nual report.

Majwar said that the report in-
cludes information about indica-
tors that reflect how competitive
CAC is as a bank. She wished the
bank further success.
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Attack in Aden resembles Ministry of Defense raid, officials say

)

the compound. They ex-
changed gunfire with se-
curity forces for roughly
half an hour before flee-
ing, Haid added. How-
ever, two attackers—that
Haid would not identi-
fy—were arrested and
are now detained.

Just like the attack on

In a statement released on Tues-
day, the Security Committee in
Aden said several cars and buses
were also damaged by the car
bomb.

“Evidence indicate that the at-
tack was carefully planned,” the
statement reads.

No one has claimed responsibil-
ity for the Aden incident yet.

In addition to claiming respon-
sibility for the Defense Ministry
attack, AQAP have also said in on-
line videos that they carried out
the twin bombings of two military
camps in Shabwa in September, in
which 20 soldiers died and the at-
tack on the Second Military Com-
mand in Hadramout. Nine soldiers
were killed in that attack.

Four weeks after the attack on Yemen’s Ministry of Defense in Sana’a, a suicide bomber and other uniden-

tified, armed men attempted to enter the Supreme Security Committee’s branch in Aden.

Security officials deny
reports that soldiers
died in attack

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 1—The Supreme Se-
curity Committee’s branch in Aden
said there were no soldiers killed in
Tuesday’s suicide bombing at the

committee’s headquarters in the
Khor Maksar district in the port
city in southern Yemen. This is in
contrast to statements made by
several local sources that say three
soldiers died in the attack.

“An explosive-laden Hilux model
car stopped in front of the [secu-
rity] building. Minutes later, it ex-
ploded in front of the gate at the se-
curity administration compound,”
said Brig. Sadeq Haid, the security
manager in Aden. “Seven soldiers

were injured, two of them critically.
[The suicide bomber] died.”

Large portions of the compound
were damaged, Haid said. The ex-
plosion happened around 2:30
a.m., when there were fewer staff-
ers at the facility.

“The explosion was very strong.
As a result, 10 nearby buildings
were damaged,” said Abdulkhaleq
Al-Hood, a journalist in Aden.

Following the initial explosion,
Haid said armed men tried to rush

the Ministry of Defense
in Sana’a in early De-
cember, in which 56 died
and hundreds of others
were injured, officials
are blaming Al-Qaeda
in the Arabian Penin-
sula (AQAP) for the at-
tack in Aden. AQAP later
claimed responsibility
for the Defense Minis-
try attack in an online
video.

“This attack is very
similar to an attack on
the Defense Ministry in
Sana’a,” said Col. Moham-
med Musaed, a spokes-
person for the Security
Committee in Aden. The
Ministry of Defense was
infiltrated by armed men
after a car bomb went off
outside the government
compound.

“The preliminary evi-
dences indicate that Al-
Qaeda is responsible,”
Musaed said, citing
the similar way the attacks were
planned.

Musaed says they were able to
contain the attack in Aden because
of lessons learned from the Defense
Ministry operation.

Since the attack in Sana’a, secu-
rity around the compound in Aden
has been beefed up and more con-
crete barriers were added to protect
the premises, which Musaed says
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“To make Yemen a
good world citizen.”

(1951 - 1999)
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Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,

OUR OPINION

A chance for better

representation of
independents in
future elections

n its final report presented to the general
assembly on Saturday, the State Building
Working Group at the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) approved a closed,
proportional-list electoral system.

Under this system, each political party or
entity will present one slate of candidates to
each constituency. Every list should include 30
percent female candidates, that is, at least one
woman for each three names presented.

The number of seats won by each political
party will depend on the percentage of votes
each party wins. Let’s say there are 10 seats
available. If a party gets 40 percent of the votes,
the first four names on that party’s list will win
seats, while other seats will go to the other par-
ties, according to their percentage of votes won
in the same constituency.

Parties will also, in effect, be forced to place
their most important candidates at the top of
the party’s slate in order to guarantee them be-
ing elected.

There is also a provision in the outcomes
of the State Building group for independent
candidates to run together in the same slate,
provided they get 5,000 signatures from po-
tential voters in that constituency. There could
be more than one slate for independent candi-
dates in a constituency according to the alli-
ances made.

This system will have the effect of encourag-
ing independent politicians or smaller parties
to enter into alliances—combining their best
candidates into one list—thereby enhancing
their chances of winning votes.

This is an amazing opportunity for inde-
pendent candidates. Although we are not sure
when elections will happen, independent poli-
ticians should be prepared for when the time
comes.

We already know that Yemenis will most
probably head to the voting booths in 2014 to
have their say in the referendum on the new
constitution. However, we will need at least 18
months—if not longer—before we can properly
prepare for federal and local elections.

As it is, with the new federal structure, we
will add a new level of elections: regional par-
liamentary elections. We will still have par-
liamentary elections on the national (federal)
level, national presidential elections and state
and district elections.

This means many new positions will be cre-
ated at local levels. This is an opportunity for
independent candidates to come forward and
create change on the political map. Yemen des-
perately needs to inject new, independent, fac-
es into the political scene, especially those who
are professionally capable, have proven their
ability and have community approval.

It will be a bottom-up change in the political
scene because the hard-liners in established
political parties will not surrender top-level
seats at the national federal level to newcomers
without a fight.

Time flies, and even if we do not have elec-
tions until 2015 or 2016, we need independent
candidates to start aligning themselves with
each other and creating shared visions and
common objectives so that they will be strong
competitors in the elections when the time
comes.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

For Arabs, a bad 2013 leaves little

hope for

Sharif Nashashibi
English.alarabiya.net
First Published Dec. 30

or the most part, Arabs will be

happy to see the back of 2013,

as the year was marked by vio-

lence, political turmoil, human

rights abuses, economic de-
cline, social division and public discon-
tent throughout much of the region.

“I would say good riddance 2013, be-
cause it was a bad year for human rights
and freedom around the world, particu-
larly in the Middle East and Africa, and
a good year for despots and the perpe-
trators of mass killings,” wrote Hisham
Melhem, the bureau
chief of Al Arabiya
News Channel in
Washington, D.C.

The problem is,
there is no indication
that the situation
will improve in 2014.
In some countries,
things are almost
certain to deterio-
rate further. “Never
believe things can’t
get worse in the Mid-
dle East,” wrote Bill
Neely, international
editor for Britain’s
ITV News. “The story
of 2013 is that in the
world’s most danger-
ous region, they usu-
ally do.”

This is in stark
contrast to the early months of the Arab
Spring, when people dared to hope that if
they stood up to their leaders, they would
finally be able to enjoy the fundamental
freedoms and rights that others around
the world take for granted.

The regional status quo is now so dire
that many who wholeheartedly em-
braced the Arab Spring are now openly
questioning whether it was worth it, and
whether it is doomed to fail altogether.
Long-time dictators who not long ago
feared for their survival are now sitting
much more comfortably.

They have either ruthlessly crushed

Yemen is plagued by
serious, long-term
problems. These include
dire poverty, high
unemployment, a strong
Al-Qaeda presence, tribal
conflict, a secessionist
movement in the South,
a Shia insurrection in the
North, frequent U.S. drone
strikes and a refugee
influx from Somalia.

2014

dissent, thrown money at the problem,
made just enough cosmetic reforms to
keep people quiet, or their populations
have been cowed by the devastation of
Syria, and the turmoil engulfing every
one of the Arab states that overthrew
their autocrats. Coming into 2014, it is
difficult to envisage any positive regional
developments.

Levant

The country most devoid of any hope
for the coming year is Syria. Every in-
dicator of misery—death, destruction,
disease, displacement, and so on—looks
set to worsen considerably as the conflict
drags on with no end in sight. Peace talks
scheduled for January are almost certain
to go nowhere,
if they even take
place at all.

This will guar-
antee continued
problems for
neighboringArab
states—Iraq, Jor-
dan and Leba-
non—that are al-
ready struggling
to cope with an
ever-growing
influx of Syrian
refugees, as well
as the general
spill-over of a
conflict that is
no longer at their
doorstep, but

right through the
door.
The subse-

quent rise of sectarianism and violence
in Lebanon and Irag—countries that
had already been suffering from these
problems—and the direct involvement
of fighters from those states on opposing
sides in Syria, are tearing their societies
apart.

Elsewhere in the Levant, the Pales-
tinians—depending on whether they
live in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip or
Israel—are suffering respectively under
ever-more entrenched military occupa-
tion and colonization; or a siege by land,
air and sea; or from second-class status
as citizens of a state that openly and in-

creasingly discriminates against them.

“No one should be surprised if a new
intifada [uprising] erupts in the next few
months,” wrote Ali Jarbawi, a former
minister in the Palestinian Authority,
on Dec. 26. “We Palestinians are living
through the worst situation in years.”
However, as Palestinian discontent with
their own leaders is also on the rise, Is-
rael may not be the only target of a future
intifada.

Africa

Though both sides of Egypt’s political di-
vide claim to represent and maintain the
original revolution that toppled Hosni
Mubarak, that revolution no longer ex-
ists, and both sides are to blame for its
demise.

“Each successive administration has
demonstrated both an inability to handle
criticism or opposition, and a tendency to
rely on heavy-handed security solutions
to political problems... The implications
for Egypt’s apparent democratic regres-
sion are particularly dire,” wrote Ashraf
Khalil, author of “Liberation Square:
Inside the Egyptian Revolution and the
Rebirth of a Nation.” Egypt today is a po-
lice state, little different from that which
existed under Mubarak. Dissent of any
sort—not just from supporters of ousted
President Mohamed Mursi—is being met
with brute force and draconian laws, and
sustained by a pliant media and public.
However, the repression is only stoking
further bloodshed and polarization, the
very things that those who ousted Mursi
claim they wanted to avoid.

With the Brotherhood having just
been designated a terrorist group, people
flouting a new law banning unauthorized
protests, and neither side willing to find
common ground, expect the turmoil en-
gulfing the country to worsen.

Egypt’s neighbor Libya is still strug-
gling to disband and co-opt its myriad
warring militias into the national army,
some two and a half years after the
downfall of Muammar Gaddafi. As such,
the government has little control over
the country. One of many stark examples
of its weakness is the kidnapping in Oc-
tober of Prime Minister Ali Zeidan by a
group supposedly allied with the govern-
ment.

2013 was a year
of storms

Mshari Al-Zaydi
Aawsat.com
First Published Dec. 31

on all political fronts, from its recklessness in
Egypt, cowardliness in Syria, to humiliating

rapprochement with Iran.

Saudi Arabia and those who share its vi-

There is increasing public frustra-
tion at the lawlessness and insecurity in
Libya, whose very territorial integrity is
under threat, with two of its three prov-
inces declaring autonomy in 2013 amid
accusations of economic and political
marginalization.

Tunisia, the birthplace of the Arab
Spring, is arguably the most promising
of the countries facing upheaval, because
for now at least, both sides are working
within the political process to resolve
their differences. However, the situation
is so precarious that the continuation of
this process is by no means guaranteed.

In East Africa, Sudan’s economy has
taken a nose-dive since the south’s seces-
sion in July 2011, resulting in bouts of
public protests that are likely to increase
in frequency and scale. Meanwhile, So-
malia continues to be a country in name
only, with territorial splits, no function-
ing government, and the continuation of
a civil war that is spilling over into neigh-
boring states.

Arabian Peninsula
Yemen is plagued by serious, long-term
problems. These include dire poverty
(it is the poorest Arab country), shrink-
ing oil reserves, severe water shortages
(its capital is predicted to be the world’s
first to run out of water), high unemploy-
ment, a strong Al-Qaeda presence, tribal
conflict, a secessionist movement in the
South, a Shia insurrection in the North,
frequent U.S. drone strikes, and a refu-
gee influx from Somalia. None of these
are likely to be resolved anytime soon.
With the exception of Bahrain, the
Gulf states have not experienced the level
of public unrest witnessed elsewhere in
the Arab world. That does not mean that
they are not facing important political,
economic and social challenges, but with
relative prosperity and stability amid
nearby regional turmoil, their popula-
tions will likely think long and hard
before rocking the boat, despite their
yearning for meaningful reforms.

Sharif Nashashibi, a regular contribu-
tor to Al Arabiya English, The Middle
East magazine and the Guardian, is an
award-winning journalist and frequent
interviewee on Arab affairs.
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eemed unlucky in Western cul-

tures, the 13th year of the new

millennium is now drawing to a

close.

Away from superstitions about
numbers, 2013 was a tough and costly for ev-
eryone. However, at the same time it was use-
ful in shattering the delusions and dreams of
the Arab Spring’s false promises.

In this year the masks fell, politicians’ elo-
quent perorations evaporated and slogans fell
flat in the face of harsh new realities.

In just one year, the Muslim Brotherhood,
the leading Islamist organization, lost all that
it had accumulated over the past 80 years. I
can imagine the Brotherhood’s founder Has-
san Al-Banna observing in his afterlife how
his disciples wasted the project whose seeds
he painstakingly sowed, planted and tended.

Hezbollah threw off the last fig leaf, uncov-
ering its sectarian agenda and exposing an
identity that is completely alien to the Arabs.

The administration of Barack Obama
proved ignorant, reluctant and driven by a
mixture of obstinacy and weakness. Arabs
lost hope in the White House, not the U.S. as a
country—that has been nothing but a burden
to Arab countries, particularly Saudi Arabia,

sion made up their minds, depending on their
abilities, and demonstrated their absolute de-
termination.

The Egyptian military also carried the ban-
ner of steadfastness in the face of the chaos
created by Islamists and half-baked activists.
Gen. Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi, his companions,
the elite civilian figures in Egypt and more
prominently the Egyptian people themselves
are determined to overcome the vortex of the
Brotherhood.

As for Syria’s President Bashar Al-Assad,
he showed himself to be no more than the
leader of a gang.

At the end of last year I wrote that with
2012 being more agitated and turbulent than
the one that preceded it, 2013 would have ma-
jor surprising events. I wrote that 2013 would
be a year of storms.

Well, we have made it through the bottle-
neck this year. The Arab world has not settled
yet, but it has gone through a critical phase in
its history.

Mshari Al-Zaydi is a Saudi journalist and ex-
pert on Islamic movements and Islamic fun-
damentalism, as well as on Saudi affairs. He
is Asharq Al-Awsat’s opinion page editor.
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alk to any Syrian you
meet on the Syrian-
Turkish border these
days, and in less
than five minutes the
conversation is likely to turn to
Da’ash—the Arabic acronym for
the rebel organization known as the
Islamic State of Iraq and Greater
Syria, or ISIS. Linked to Al-Qaeda,
the fearsome group has swept across
northern Syria, imposing Sharia
law, detaining and even beheading
Syrians who don’t conform to its
puristvision of Islam and waging war
on rival militias. In early December,
the group killed a foreign journalist,
Iragi cameraman Yasser Faisal
Al-Joumali, who was reporting in
northern Syria. Even using the word
Da’ash—seen as derogatory by the
group’s members—is punishable by
80 lashes, a 23-year-old wounded
fighter from a rival Islamist group
told me from his bed in a Syrian-run
makeshift clinic in Turkey.

Since its appearance last April,
ISIS has changed the course of
the Syrian war. It has forced the
mainstream Syrian opposition to
fight on two fronts. It has obstructed
aid getting into Syria, and news
getting out. And by gaining power,
it has forced the U.S. government
and its European allies to rethink
their strategy of intermittent
support to the moderate opposition
and rhetoric calling for the ouster
of Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad. After months of shunning
Islamist groups in Syria, the Obama
administration has now said it
may need to talk to the Islamist
Front, a new coalition of hardline
rebel groups, in part, because they
might prove a buffer against the
more extreme ISIS. Ryan Crocker,
a former top U.S. State Department
official in the Middle East, has told
The New York Times that American
officials, left with few other options,
should quietly start to reengage with
the Assad regime. In December,
U.S. and Britain suspended non-
lethal assistance to rebel groups in
northern Syria after one base fell
into Islamist hands.

“Syria is now viewed as a security
problem, not one about ousting
Bashar and helping the Syrians get
what they want,” a Western diplomat
in Istanbul told me.

The influence of the Islamic State
of Iraq and greater Syria is all the
more startling given how recently the
group entered the conflict. Consider
the eastern city of Raqqa, which
was first captured by various rebel
forces in early March 2013. When
I visited that month, the city was
ruled by a coalition of militias, and
it was possible to move around as a
woman without a headscarf. I met
with an Alawite nurse who worked
alongside Sunni peers. And I talked
to Abdullah Al-Khalil, a prominent
lawyer before the war, who as head
of the local council continued to
pay street cleaners salaries and was
trying to secure enough money to
keep other services going.

But within two months, ISIS
was firmly in charge. The group
beheaded three Alawites in the city’s
central square, and established
Sharia courts and policing. Abdullah
al-Khalil, the head councilman,
was himself kidnapped by ISIS or
its allies. Women have been told
to cover up, smoking banned, and
girls and boys segregated in school.
Minorities have been hounded out
of the city, and foreign journalists
and aid workers are no longer
welcome: dozens are currently in
ISIS captivity.

In the months since its takeover
of Raqqa, ISIS has quickly become
one of the most powerful forces
on the ground, despite its modest
manpower estimated at some 7,000
fighters. It has started expanding
north and west, all along the border
with Turkey. In August ISIS fighters
led the rebel capture of Minbegh,

an airbase close to Aleppo. And the
group has kicked out other rebel
militias to gain control of Atmeh, al-
Bab, Azaz, and Jarablus, four border
towns that serve as the gateways
to the outside for northern Syria
and which are now known as mini-
emirates. According to Syrian rebels,
aid workers, and civilians I spoke to,
they are using such strategic towns
to control who and what can move in
and out of Syria. When I visited the
Turkish side of the border, trucks
were lined up for miles waiting
to transfer goods to other Syrian
vehicles at the border—drivers are
unwilling to enter the country. For
their part, Syrian civilians and rebels
who had just crossed from Syria into
Turkey said they were terrified by
ISIS checkpoints. “None of us can
go in any more,” an aid worker in
Antakya said.

ISIS’s spread along the border is
particularly ominous for the more
moderate rebel groups, loosely allied
militias known as the Free Syrian
Army, which have long depended
on access routes from Turkey into
northern Syria. A year ago, the main
groups fighting on the rebel side were
disorganized and badly behaved,
but most of them still identified—at
least in their core aims of toppling
Assad and building a nation state
open to all Syrians—with the street
movement that started in 2011.
And while Salafist-Islamist rebel
groups began taking a larger part in
the conflict in 2012, most of them
were Syrian and viewed as part
of the communities in which they
established themselves.

In contrast, ISIS is a group with
an international profile and an
extremist view of Islamic rule. And
it has shown its readiness to take on
any Syrians it doesn’t like, whether
opposition or regime supporters.
In September ISIS ousted the
moderately Islamist Ahfad al-
Rasoul from Raqqa by using suicide
bombings (Jabhat al-Nusra, another
Al-Qaeda offshoot, had clashed with
the group, but had not gone this
far). It pushed out Northern Storm,
a local rebel band, from the town of
Azaz, a staging post between Aleppo
and the Turkish border. And it’s
also been fighting the armed wing
of Syria’s Kurdish party, the PYD,
in the northeast. All of which has
left little doubt about its strength,
or the damage it has caused to the
rebellion itself.

The mainstream opposition is
in a tricky position. On Dec. 19,
its exiled leadership council, the
Syrian National Coalition, issued
a blunt statement accusing ISIS of
“abducting people for not abiding
by their self-imposed regulations”
and declaring that “the Coalition
does not consider ISIS a part of the
opposition. Its actions serve the
regime’s interests.” But the Coalition
has wavered on other groups with
extreme views, since disavowing
them highlights the lack of fighters
allied with it on the ground. For
example, it denounced the U.S.’s
designation of Jabhat Al-Nusra as
a terrorist group in 2012 and today
has an unclear relationship with
other Islamist groups.

ISIS originated as an Irag-based
Al-Qaeda affiliate, Al-Qaeda in
Iraqg. The organization is led by Abu
Bakr Al-Baghdadi, an ambitious
Iraqi extremist who has overseen
relentless attacks in Iraq, causing
civilian casualties, and who was
designated a global terrorist by the
U.S. State Department in October
2011, with a $10 million bounty
on his head. As the war in Syria
progressed, Al-Baghdadi saw an
opportunity for Al-Qaeda, and in
January 2012, sent some footmen to
found Jabhat Al-Nusra with the aim
of creating a new transnational state
ruled by Sharia law and a belief in
using violence to get there.

Over the following year Nusra
steadily gained strength, and in April
2013 Al-Baghdadi decided it was
time to merge Nusra with Al-Qaeda
in Iraq, expanding the geographical
spread of the organization, which

doesn’t recognize national borders
but seeks to unite the entire umma,
or Muslim community of believers,
under one rule. He declared the two
branches would be known as the
Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham.
Al-Sham refers to Greater Syria,
the whole expanse of the Levant
that holds a special place in jihadist
thought for being the heart of the
region and close to Jerusalem. But
Jabhatal-Nusra’sleader Mohammed
Al-Jolani, who is Syrian, refused the
merger, possibly because it had not
been sanctioned by Al-Qaeda’s chief,
Ayman Zawahiri, who later ruled
that the two groups should remain
separate (a ruling ignored by the
ambitious Baghdadi, leading some
to consider ISIS outside Al-Qaeda).

In fact, while ISIS and Nusra share
many aims, and both are well funded
and trained, there are significant
differences between the two groups.
Jabhat Al-Nusra stresses the fight
against Assad, while ISIS tends to be
more focused on establishing its own
rule on conquered territory. Nusra
has pursued a strategy of slowly
building support for an Islamic
state, while ISIS is far more ruthless,
carrying out sectarian attacks and
imposing sharia law immediately.
And while Nusra, despite its large
contingent of foreign fighters, is seen
as a home-grown problem, Syrians
at the border frequently described
Da’ash as foreign “occupiers” in
their country.

In its active online media presence
ISIS, likesome other groups, portrays
itself as a social movement with an
armed wing rather than a mere rebel
group. “They are there for a political
reason: to lay the groundwork for a
caliphate,” Charles Lister, an analyst
of Syria’s rebels, told me. In recent
weeks ISIS’s attacks in Iraq have
increased, making it the bloodiest
period since 2008. Much of its
activity has focused on the western
provinces adjacent to eastern Syria,
a stronghold for the group.

ISIS’s vision is phenomenally
popular with hardline jihadists
and their supporters—more so
than Jabhat al-Nusra’s—which
helps explain why the conflict has
managed to attract so many foreign
fighters. Fundraising campaigns
on Twitter by such figures as the
Kuwaiti Sheikh Hajjaj Al-Ajmi
indicate that significant money is
coming to ISIS from private donors
in the Gulf. And on every trip I have
made to the Turkish towns along
the border with Syria in the last two
years, I have come across foreign
fighters heading to fight. Many of
them in recent months are coming
to join ISIS.

Some analysts have argued that
ISIS has learned from its experience
in Iraq where Sunni tribes,
communities, and fellow insurgents
turned against Al-Qaeda, leading to
the awakenings, when tribes, funded
bytheU.S., began fighting the group.
In areas of Syria where it has gained
control, ISIS has begun increasing
outreach to the local communities.
It has just launched a newspaper
in northern Syria. Videos the have
posted on Twitter show tug-of-war
events or festivals in village squares
after Friday prayers, often packed
with enthusiastic-seeming young
men. In Raqqa, the group has been
handing out stickers for buses telling
women how to dress. Children have
been a special focus. Purple gift bags
have gone to girls in some rebel-held
areas near Damascus, an area where
the group is gradually expanding. It
has ensured a food supply in towns
it controls, often pushing out any
other providers so as to make the
population dependent on it alone.

But ISIS’s real power comes
from the fear it seeks and manages
to inspire. The group has shown
zero tolerance for political dissent.
Many Syrians I met along the
border mentioned with horror
ISIS’s execution of two young boys
in Aleppo due to alleged heresy.
The kidnappings of local activists
and journalists has deterred dissent
while also whipping up anti-ISIS

Photo by: Daniel Leal-Olivas/Corbis

sentiment. The group has blown up
Shiite shrines, but has also shown
few qualms about Sunni civilians
getting killed in the process.
Beheadings have become common.
Father Paolo dall’Oglio, an Italian
Jesuit priest who has lived in Syria
for 30 years, and who campaigns for
inter-religious tolerance, is missing,
abducted by ISIS during a visit to
the city of Raqqga in late July. As
with dozens of others who remain
in captivity, ISIS has not demanded
ransom or announced his execution;
rather it appears to be holding
hostages as an insurance against
attacks.

This has caused many Syrians to
despise ISIS. Since June, there have
been anti-ISIS protests in Raqqa—
something which requires courage
given ISIS’s ruthlessness. More
recently, even Islamist activists such
as Hadi al-Abdullah, a prominent
Syrian from Homs, have criticized
the group, describing them as
“Dawlet al-Baghdadi,” or Baghdadi’s
state, echoing “Suria Al-Assad,”
Assad’s Syria, the way regime
supporters refer to the country. And
yet ISIS continues to recruit Syrian
fighters. Some say that Syrians
joined because the group offers
better money and protection than
other rebel outfits. In an interview
posted to YouTube, Saddam al-
Jamal, a former leader of Ahfad al-
Rasoul, explains that he defected
to ISIS, because moderate fighters
are subject to too much foreign
interference and are pressured to
fight Islamists as well as the regime.

His view is symptomatic of how
hostile many Syrians have become
to outside powers, which, according
to many opposition supporters,
have done more harm than good
by supporting the opposition just
enough to continue the war, but
not enough to ensure a decisive
victory. When discussing ISIS with
Syrians at the border, I often saw
arguments break out. Some claimed
that ISIS was better than other
less devout groups because it was
less corrupt (though there is some
evidence of racketeering) while
local criminals with guns steal cars
and occupy houses. But I found
hardly anyone who supported ISIS’s
extremist vision of society. Most
rebels and Syrians are prepared for
a second war against ISIS, though
they disagree whether to do so now
or—assuming that happens—“when
Assad goes.”

ISIS’s rapid growth is subject to
much conjecture. The most common
speculation I encountered was that
ISIS is a creation of Damascus, or its
ally Iran, intended to fragment the
opposition and ruin the revolution.
“Simply, we see it as an extension of
the regime,” Khaled Kamal, a sheikh
from Latakia now based in Antakya
said.

While there is little evidence of any
direct ties to the Syrian government,

1 S

Fighters from the Al-Qaeda-linked Islamic State of Iraq and Greater Syria in Aleppo.

it is true that Assad has done all he
can encourage the impression that
the rebels are foreign-sponsored
“terrorists” attacking the regime.
And he has helped that come about.
Syrian lawyers have documented
how in the early weeks of the revolt,
the regime let out Islamist prisoners
from Saidnaya prison—probably
to foment radical Islamism within
the opposition. While ISIS wages
battles against the regime, including
currently in the eastern province of
Deir Ezzor, Aleppo, and Qalamoun,
near Damascus, the goal of defeating
Assad appears to be secondary to
consolidating their own rule in
rebel-held areas.

But Turkey, now a sworn enemy
of Damascus, has also done much
to allow ISIS to grow by allowing
foreign jihadists to cross its border
into Syria. A large majority of foreign
fighters who have entered Syria
come through Turkey, including
many Iraqis who share their own
border with the country. Since late
2012 houses in Reyhanli, a border
town, have been turned into staging
posts for foreigners; I have visited
one. The Alice Hotel in the same
town is known as something of a
jihadi hangout. The plane from
Istanbul is known as the jihadi
express. At points foreign jihadis
have been present among other
groups manning the border of Bab
Hawa. On my most recent trip to
the border, I saw very few Turkish
police. Five minutes in Kilis, a town
on the Turkish side of the border
north of Aleppo, was enough to spot
foreign fighters hailing a taxi to the
Syrian border.

A Syrian with close ties to Turkish
officials told me that the Turks pass
the buck: “the third countries let
them leave so why should we stop
them?” Last month, perhapsin a sign
of the mounting pressure, Turkey
reported that it had kicked out 1,100
European fighters. At points it has
seemed upset at the foreign fighters,
closing the border this fall when ISIS
took over nearby areas. Still, Ankara
seems reluctant to clamp down on
ISIS in areas where it has battled
the Kurdish PYD, whose growing
strength is a threat to Turkey. (The
PYD has close ties to the PKK, the
militant Kurdish group in Turkey
which Ankara is now trying to make
peace with.)

On the ground, ISIS’s relations
with other rebel groups often
depends on the area in question
and the local emirs in charge.
Fights have broken out in Latakia, a
northwestern province, where Abu
Ayman Al-Iraqi, the local emir, has
made trouble, assassinating a local
commander. The north and east
have also seen outbreaks of violence.
A lack of more clashes may simply
reflect ISIS’s consolidation of power.
Small groups tend to join ISIS,
for protection or to avoid risking
trouble. If they are big enough, there

is a pragmatic stand-off.

If rebel commanders are reluctant
to be openly critical of ISIS, their
subordinates are less so. “They are
foreigners occupying our land,” one
fighter for Ahrar Al-Sham, a large
Salafist network, told me. “They ban
people from smoking straight away—
not even a doctor would prescribe
that!” another rebel fighter, a 19-
year-old from Aleppo, said. ISIS has
also changed Syrians’ view of the
war. “If the choice is between ISIS
and Assad, I'll take Assad,” says a
Syrian friend who enthusiastically
supported the protests.

As significant, if not more so, is the
shift T have noticed in conversations
with Western officials about the
Syrian crisis in recent months. Since
early September, when President
Barack Obama sought, and failed
to win, Congress’s approval for
limited strikes following Assad’s
use of chemical weapons, talk of
intervention has been replaced by a
growing push for a political solution.
In recognition of the lack of power
wielded by Western-backed fighters,
American officials have recently
met with the Islamic Front, the new
coalition of seven rebel groups, and
have said they may pursue more
such talks—although the Front has
so far refused.

Meanwhile, some intelligence
agencies, including Germany’s,
have reopened links with the Syrian
government. It is possible to imagine
a further rehabilitation of the Assad
regime, as the Al-Qaeda threat
continues to grow. Some analysts
have suggested the West should
pursue a Sunni Awakening strategy
for Syria along the Iraqi model—
paying tribal Sunni militias to fight
Al-Qaeda—though so far there is no

sign of that happening.
What is indisputable is that the
Salafist-jihadist insurgency, and

the emergence of one of Al-Qaeda’s
most fearsome affiliates within it,
has fundamentally changed the
war in Syria. In a conflict in which
some 6,000 people continue to die
every month and a third or more of
the population have been forced to
leave their homes, the problem of
basic security has almost completely
supplanted the aspirations of a
once-peaceful protest movement
trying to take on an autocratic,
militarized, and sectarian regime.
And as the regime—with its own
outside support from Hezbollah and
other foreign fighters—has resorted
to increasingly brutal attacks,
organizations like ISIS have spread
unprecedented terror on the rebel
side.

While Syrians continue to suffer,
sandwiched between a brutal
dictatorship and extremist groups,
Arab and European jihadists are
being indoctrinated and trained in
the world’s most active battle zone—
experience they may someday bring
home.
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Housing woes at Sana’a University

Women’s dorm crowded and run-down

Samar Al-Ariqi

three-storey build-
ing to the west of
Sana'a  University's
campus is used as a
residence hall for fe-
male college students. A 50-year-
old man guards the building and
does not allow young women to
enter unless they present a special
residence hall identity card. An ad-
ditional four security men protect
the entrance to the dormitory.
While the 450 female residents
who live in the accommodations—
which include six kitchens, lounges
and libraries—say they feel safe,
they are far from happy with their
living situation. The outside ap-
pearance of the residence hall is
deceiving. It is orderly and appears
well-kept but within the walls, it is
a different story. Inside, students
have a laundry list of repairs and
provisions needed, including a reli-
able supply of water and electricity.
Students currently residing in
the dormitory are campaigning
for improvements. Demands for a
dormitory facelift originally began
around the same time the rest of
the country began protesting in Ye-
men’s 2011 anti-government upris-
ing. While students were successful
in changing the dormitory’s man-
agement staff, several female stu-
dents were kicked out of the hous-
ing, accused of fomenting unrest.
In November 2013, the students
again asked for a new leadership,
as their complaints about a lack of
basic necessities were not fixed.
In order to qualify for campus
housing, a student must prove

Photo courtesy of Asa'ad Al-Emad

Residents of the women’s dormitory at Sana’a university air their grievances about the lack of
water within the building. They complain that they have to haul water in buckets from an

outdoor tank

that she has no other place to live
locally. Students fight for spots in
the dormitory because it is inex-
pensive—YR10,000 (under $50) for
the first year and YR7,000 (about
$33) for each subsequent year—and

they believe it will be a good, safe
place to live.

However, the reality is different.
Three students are often crammed
into a room that is meant to accom-
modate two. There are not enough
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bathroom facilities, which creates
crowding and queues. Students
say there is a constant shortage
of water, and the kitchen facili-
ties are also inadequate. There are
not enough stove-top cookers, and

there often is not even enough gas
to fuel them.
There are about 70 to 75 female”
students in each section of the
dormitory and two cookers aren't
enough for all of them,” said Hind
Qatran, a second-year business
student. "Now we [are forced to]
rely on canned food and to spend
“.more money

Students also report that a fire
broke out in mid-2013 in one of the
kitchens due to a gas leak. Although
the fire wasn't huge, it created panic
and distress among the students.

Qatran has no shortage of com-
plaints about the facilities. “The
water pipes are wrapped with plas-
tic bags in an effort to prevent wa-
ter leakage but it is of no use,” she
said.

According to Resala Al-Shwkani,
a visually-impaired third-year stu-
dent in the Media College, students
at the most have running water
only an hour or two per week. She
added that some parts of the dor-
mitory don’t get any water at all and
that they have to haul water from a
tank located outdoors.

Exacerbating the already dwin-
dling supply is the constant ad-
dition of non-local students, who
have nowhere else to live.

"More female students were as-
signed to live in our prayer space,
which means more suffering for
us," Al-Shwkani said.

Sana’a’s Capital  Secretariat
promised in May of last year to pro-
vide YR43 million ($200,000) to
renovate the dormitory and provide
water supplies, new furniture, and
needed kitchen appliances such as
refrigerators. It is not strictly the

responsibility of the city to fund
improvements at a government in-
stitution, and the city did not make
good on its promise.

The university did begin renova-
tion work on the bathrooms in the
dorms four weeks ago using money
from its own budget.

“This money was allocated to
renovate [both] the male and female
students’ dormitories but [work has
been delayed] because water leaks
caused tremendous damage,” said
Mohammed Al-Zalab, the housing
director at Sana’a University. He
says 60 percent of the work is done,
but financial issues with the con-
tractor have halted work.

The dormitory manager, Bushra
Al-Hammadi, who is responsible
for administrative duties relating
to the dormitories, agreed that the
situation is better now, “[although
a] few students try to [stir up dis-
content],” she said.

“Those students do not represent
all students residing in the dormi-
tory,” she said.

Al-Hammadi said they are work-
ing to improve the students’ living
conditions, but it is going to take
time.

“Students are impatient, [and
this is understandable, especially
when] we resolve one problem just
to encounter a new one,” she said.

The female dormitory was a gift
from Kuwait to Yemen in the 1980s.
At that time, it was fully equipped.
At the time, Kuwait committed to
financing the structure’s mainte-
nance budget, but suspended pay-
ments beginning in 1990 due to
Yemen’s pro-Iraq stance during the
Gulf War.
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FROM THE AIRWAVES

Article 19 is a weekly awareness broadcast on Radio Yemen Times that tackles some of Yemen’s
toughest issues: those related to the right to freedom of opinion and expression as defined in Article

19 of the International Declaration of Human Rights.

The program airs on Radio Yemen Times, 88.8 FM, on Wednesdays at 8 p.m.
and is rebroadcast on Saturdays at 11 a.m.
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Talking about students’ rights
and the freedom of expression

The freedom of expression for students and youth in general, at school or university, was discussed this
week on Article 19. Freedom of expression regarding education, teaching methods and curricula was also
discussed in the program. Ali Al-Qubati, a youth activist, and Intesar Saleh, a law student, spoke about this

topic. Salah Rashid, an advisor at the Education Ministry’, joined the discussion via phone.

On the freedom of expression at universi-
ties and in society as a whole:

Intesar Saleh: “[One] problem lies in the [public]
universities’ regulations. They include some sec-
tions that violate local and constitutional law. For
example, a student must get permission from uni-
versity professors to express his opinion, either
via protests, demonstrations or [the distribution of]
brochures, based on article No. 72 of the Unified
Regular System. Otherwise, the university has the
right to take action against the

student.”

If a student objects

to [some element of]
the educational sys-
tem, a professor can
Jail him as a punish-

Ali Al-Qubati: “In my opin-
ion, the freedom of expression
among students within uni-
versities can’t be talked about
without talking about society
as a whole. It's difficult to mea-
sure freedom of expression
in society. However, we can
say that this kind of freedom
doesn'’t exist in society in gen-
eral. Although some freedom
of expression has been dem-
onstrated either in universities or in society follow-
ing 2011, itisn’t enough yet.”

ment.”

On who has power within universities:

Intesar Saleh: “According to students, [all of the
power lies in the hands of the professors]. Unfortu-
nately, from the beginning, in 1971, the professors
themselves established university regulations. The
[way the regulations are writ-
ten, allow professors to deal
with students in an unfair man-
ner. In spite of the existence of
Article 44 of Yemeni universi-
ties’ regulations, which allow
for the establishment of a dis-
ciplinary board, headed by the
chancellor and other professors
[to hold a hearing for] any pro-
fessor who [is alleged to have
committed] a violation against
students. We have never heard
about such a thing [happening] in reality, as Article
44 is weak.”

Ali Al-Qubati: “Decision makers in this country
have ultimate authority as laws are not [fairly and
routinely] applied, and the laws and constitution
are only ink on paper. Some say the educational

Al-Qubati:
Some say the edu-
cational process is
based on dialogue
and interaction, but
that is not true.

process is based on dialogue and interaction, but
that is not true.”

On university professors’ arbitrariness
and authoritarianism:

Intesar Saleh: “Some students attempt to protest

against various arbitrary practices...by going to

the deans of the colleges, but the deans say that

they don’t have authority over professors. Students

[also try to report their grievances] to the Student

Affairs’ Department, but they face negative reac-
tions.”

On students who seek
a voice:

Ali Al-Qubati: “Political
conflicts within the country
have effects at all levels [of
society], including in uni-
versities and in the media.
Society, individuals and stu-
dents do not have [effective]
ways to voice their opinions,
so they resort to joining cer-
tain parties to be able to express their opinions.
We all know that political conflicts exist inside uni-
versities.”

On curricula and teaching methods:

Intesar Saleh: “The issue of curricula is painful.
We are readers and [conscious] people, not only
students, and this should be taken into consider-
ation when college curricula
are selected. Some curri-
cula are still taught although
they are outdated and [may
even contradict] scientific
developments. If a student
objects to [some element
of] the educational system,
a professor can fail him as a
punishment.”

Ali Al-Qubati: “Education in

Yemen is still based on lec-
tures, although education worldwide has become
a more interactive process between teachers and
students.”

Salah Rashid: “Professors must respect all stu-
dents, as students now have the right to voice their
opinions.”

FROM SOCIAL MEDIA:

ter harassment,” said Yazan Rahal.

“Freedom of expression doesn’t exist in universities, and whoever expresses his opinion may encoun-

“TI don’t think that the freedom of expression is present in education. Supervisors should pay regular
and also surprise visits [to classrooms] and distribute questionnaires to [students to] evaluate teach-
ers’ performances and identify students’ problems,” said Abdulwadood Omar.
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Story and photo by

Ali Abulohoom
WO years ago,
Mohammed Al-
Molaiki, now 23,

celebrated with his

familyaftertheMinistry
of Higher Education granted him a
scholarship to study medicine in
Egypt. Al-Molaiki had a 92 percent
grade point average (GPA)—based
on a 100 percent scale—well above
the 80 percent required to receive
a scholarship from the ministry. He
began to prepare for an academic
career abroad, but when he went
to the ministry a week later to
fill out paperwork, his name had
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‘Nepotism is rampant
in our society’

Minister promises more transparency in
scholarship selection process

inexplicably disappeared from the
institution’s master list of award
recipients.

While no one could officially
tell him what had happened, a
ministry employee told Al-Molaiki
in confidence that nepotism was a
common practice at the ministry
and that there was free rein to
change the name of scholarship
recipients.

Despite his exceptional academic
achievement, the young student
quickly realized he would not be
going to Egypt, and that he was
powerless to do anything about it.

“Because I was not able to pull
strings, I lost my scholarship,”
said Al-Molaiki, who now studies

business at Sana’a University at his
own expense. “Nepotism is rampant
in our society.”

Every year the Ministry of
Higher Education awards an
average of 1,500 scholarships,
with the majority for universities
abroad. It is common practice for
foreign countries, including Gulf
and European states, to entrust
the Ministry with disbursement of
scholarship money. Of the 170,000
students that graduate every year,
about 10 percent have the grades to
be able to apply, and about 6,000
students do apply. Among those
students, stories like Al-Molaiki’s
are not uncommon.

The exact same thing happened
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to Dares Motaher, 22, who now also
studies at Sana’a University. He
was also awarded an international
scholarship only to have it revoked
without explanation.

“I tried hard to find out why my
name was removed from thelist, but
[no one could offer an explanation],”
Motaher said.

The Ministryof Higher Education,
like many government institutions
in Yemen, is infamous for its
internal corruption. Fortunately
for top students like Motaher
and Al-Molaiki, the current
minister, Hesham Sharaf, recently
acknowledged the ministry’s lack
of transparency and announced
new procedures for scholarship
applicants, which are slowly being
implemented.

Following Sharaf’s appointment
to the position by interim
President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi in 2012, the official said he
has been trying to bring more
fair and transparent practices to
the scholarship award process.
Beginning this year, for the current
pool of scholarship candidates, the
Ministry administered a three-
hour-long test on four subjects. The
top-ranking students are slated to
receive scholarships.

The ministry has a general
scholarship application form. On
the form, students—those who
meet the minimum academic
requirement, with an 80 percent
GPA—indicate which countries and
courses of study interest them, then
they take the new test, at either
Sana’a or Aden University. Although
the minister acknowledges that
the new test is far from perfect,
he says it is beginning to level the
playing field by creating a fairer,
more transparent and objective
scholarship  selection process.
“We want to do away with student
selection based on nepotism.”

At the end of November the first
round of tests was administered,
and while scholarship recipients
are yet to be announced, Sharaf
has faith that the process is moving
in the right direction. He said the
ministry s still receiving many calls
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Higher education minister Hesham Sharaf fielded questions
about the new scholarship procedures

requesting “personal favors,” but
that employees are being directed
to inform callers about the new test
and new process that is based on
merit.

By July 2014, the ministry also
expects to make the scholarship
application form available online
in order to reduce the possibility
of tampering by employees of the
ministry. “Personal contact often
leads to preferential treatment,”
Sharaf said.

Another significant issue
facing the ministry is a backlog of
6,000 students who applied for
scholarships in recent years and
who are still eligible because they
have not completed their degrees
and have not met the ministry’s
GPA requirement.

Many have asked to become
part of the new testing system,
something Sharaf says they will
have to phase in gradually.

Not only is the ministry
dealing with shortcomings in the
scholarship application process, but
they are also dealing with a lack of
monitoring once award money has
been distributed. “I visited Egypt
a couple of months ago and found
former students there who were still
receiving scholarship money—even
though they had already completed
their studies,” said Sharaf. He
added that there is no system in
place to track student performance.
“[On the ministerial level], we do
not know if those studying abroad
have succeeded or failed in their
studies.”

Joisl

LnMSUnh..uL;unlng.ulgLﬂudJlguuopwlhh.p

R ol ey SIS ill §)lg olaill Jasl
S Idte> deme Dl ols -
olawi ,illg dagaall daglgall adly)) M

@

'FMCTE:hnologies

Smith Meters / LACT Units/
ULTRASONIC Meters

A Caterpiliar Company

Solar Turbines | Petrofac
Mechanical Srvs.

Manpower
Supply

Calibration &
Maintenance of
Flowmeters

PP Masoneilan

Control Valves

+MC Technologies

Marine & Truck Loading
Arms & Systems

@ Allen-Bradley

Roclcwell Automation SEI(O

Pumps & Dosing Systems

MURPHY )

Frank W Murphy
Tel: +967-1-421508 / 421532 Fax: +967-1-421514 Email: info@hacs-yemen.com

+MC Technologies

Fluid Conirol Fittings/Pumps/
Invalco /Manifolds

Honeywell Enra
Tank gauging & Inventory system

f S EV E R N Power, Desalination &
ITRENT Coastal Seawater
De NORA  Electrachlorination

Construction &
Facility Maintenance

Website: www.hacs-yemen.com
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