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Rampant malnutrition: Hodeida governorate is struggling to feed its children. The area has the high-
est rates of child malnutrition in the country. NGOs are working to reduce the statistics, but they are up against

factors like poverty and poor sanitation. Read more on Page 4

(Photo by Samar Qaed)

Five alleged Al-Qaeda members killed, four
wounded in Abyan air strike

Information provided
by Ministry of Interior
contradicts local re-
ports

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANAA, Jan. 6—Five alleged Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP) affiliates were killed and
four others wounded on Sunday in
a Yemeni air raid in the Al-Mahfad
district of Abyan governorate, ac-
cording to military sources in the
area.

Asoldierin the Abyan-based Bri-
gade 111, Shakir Al-Ghadeer, said
the Air Force targeted two Hilux
model cars. Al-Ghadeer says his
battalion examined the destroyed
vehicles following the attack.

Al-Ghadeer said the wounded
were taken to nearby Shabwa gov-

N

ernorate for treatment.

However, the Interior Ministry
is denying any reports of an aerial
raid. It reported on its website on
Sunday that three AQAP affili-
ates were injured in the area after
tribal gunmen shot at their car. No
further information was provided.

“The...ministry said that [only]
three gunmen were wounded, but
this number is not accurate,” said
Al-Ghadeer.

Al-Ghadeer alleges that security
officials in the area inaccurately
reported the casualties to the Inte-
rior Ministry. He says one official
said security is so “lacking in the
governorate,” that it is “every man
for himself.”

A local resident in Abyan, Ab-
dulla Dokhn, said “planes con-
stantly hover over Al-Mahfad and
other areas of the Ahwar district.”

“We see Al-Qaeda gunmen,
official security personnel, and
members of the Popular Commit-
tees [local residents who work
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alongside the army] mixing in
the streets at the same time. This
shows how strong Al-Qaeda is [be-
cause they are not afraid to openly
walk the streets], and this fright-
ens us,” Dokhn said.

In addition to attacks from the
Yemeni Air Force, Abyan is also
targeted by controversial Ameri-
can drones in the U.S.’s efforts to
combat militant groups like AQAP
in the area.

The latest drone strike took
place on Monday in the Rada’a
district of Al-Beida’a governorate,
near Abyan. Two were injured in
the two-missile attack that hit a
car travelling to the Qaifa area,
said to Hamood Al-Amari, the se-
curity manager in Rada’a.

He said it is believed there were
civilians in the car.

“This drone strike happened
near the place where another
drone strike hit a wedding pro-
cession three weeks ago,” he said,
referring to the Dec. 11 incident in

which 12 civilians were killed after
a missile struck cars outside a vil-
lage in Rada’a.

The Qaifa area is the home of the
Al-Dhahab family, whom the gov-
ernment accuses of having ties to
AQAP.

In a previous statement to the
Yemen Times regarding the con-
flicting statistics provided by of-
ficials and eyewitnesses following
drone strikes, Saeed Al-Jamhi, the
head of the Al-Jamhi Center for
Study and Research and an expert
on terrorism, said, “The inconsis-
tent statistics prove that the state
is not really present in these areas
and lacks accurate information
about the real numbers of victims.
We are used to such things.... The
state doesn’t usually provide accu-
rate information about air strikes
because it does not have suffi-
cient and real-time information.
It relies on security chiefs in these
areas [and doesn’t always pursue
the] facts."
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Tribesmen in Hadramout
blow up oil piping, strikes
in Mukalla continue

Security forces are re-
sponsible for continued
unrest in governorate,
official says

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANAA, Jan. 6—Armed men af-
filiated with the Hadramout Tribal
Federation blew up piping in oil
block 15 in Hadramout governorate
on Sunday.

“A group of Hadramout Tribal
Federation youth exploded the pipe
in reaction to atrocities committed
by government forces,” said Saleh
Molla, a spokesperson for the Had-
ramout Tribal Federation.

Molla said the youth were upset
about the death of a young man
from Mukalla, Abdulla bin Ahmed,
who was allegedly shot dead on Sat-
urday by guards protecting an oil
company in the from the Al-Masila
area. Ahmed was reportedly taking
part in a protest calling for the em-
ployment of youth in local petro-
leum companies in Hadramout.

The leadership of the Hadramout
Tribal Federation did not plan the
attack on the pipeline, Molla said.

Hadramout’s governor, Khalid
Al-Daini, on Sunday blamed secu-
rity forces for the deteriorating se-
curity situation in the governorate.

“The security authorities have
been negligent in maintaining se-
curity,” Al-Daini said in a phone
interview with the Yemen Times.
“They are acting in a partisan man-
ner.”

The city of Mukalla has been
largely shut down since Saturday as
a result of a city-wide strike. While
hospitals remain open, schools,
government offices and private
businesses have all shuttered their
doors.

Al-Daini says that some of the
security personnel who hail from
Hadramout are dressing in civil-
ian clothes and joining the ongoing
protests.

“The strike has paralyzed the
city of Mukalla....The tribes agreed
to strike on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday only,” said Hadba Al-Yaz-

idi, a journalist based in Mukalla.
“However, Southern Movement
supporters have forced locals to
shut down shops and schools.”

On Dec. 10, the Hadramout
Tribal Federation made a list of
demands of the central govern-
ment. They called for the evacu-
ation of military camps from the
governorate, job opportunities for
Hadramout residents in local oil
companies and the replacement
of security personnel in the city
with local forces. The tribes gave

the government 10 days to meet
their demands. On the same day,
interim President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi said his administration
would meet the tribes’ demands.
But he also warned that, because
they were numerous and dramatic
changes, they would be met gradu-
ally.

To make good on his promise, the
president ordered the central gov-
ernment’s Ministry of Oil to recruit
unemployed Hadramout youth to
work in local petroleum companies.
He also ordered the transformation
of a military camp in the middle of
Mukalla into a public hospital, and
on Saturday, he appointed Brig.
Khalid Mohammed Mubarak, a
local security figure, as the com-
mander of the forces in charge of
protecting the oil companies in the
Al-Masila area.

There has been no specific time-
table made for when the central
government believes they can have
all the requirements met, Al-Daini
said.

“The president’s orders are posi-
tive and have appeased the Had-
ramout tribes,” said Molla, the
tribal spokesperson. “However,
these orders do not meet all of [our]
demands. We continue to call for
their fulfillment. We will also es-
calate the situation [if necessary to
achieve our goals].”

An anti-government mass rally
took place on Dec. 20 to protest
the killing of Sa’ad Bin Habrish, a
prominent tribal sheikh, at a secu-
rity checkpoint in early December.
The sheik was reportedly shot in
an exchange of gunfire between his
convoy and security forces when
the sheikh allegedly refused to stop
at a checkpoint at the entrance of
Sayoun city in Hadramout.
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SSF soldier’s wife shot

dead in Aden

{L

Yemen Times file photo

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANAA, Jan. 6—The wife of a soldier
from the Special Security Forces (SSF)
in Aden was shot dead on Sunday.

The soldier and his wife report-
edly drove into a recently cordoned-
off area of the Public Security Forces
(PSF) headquarters in their private
vehicle. According to a local journal-
ist, Anees Mansour, the guards shout-
ed for the driver to stop, but he did
not. Consequently, they opened fire on
the vehicle.

The soldier then entered the se-
curity building, Mansour said, and
he was taken via military vehicle for
questioning and jailed.

Relations between the SSF and the
PSF have been tense ever since.

Local media outlets reported that
angry SSF soldiers broke into PSF

——acemsn s 1 4

Supreme Security Committee Headquarters in Aden

headquarters after the incident, a
claim SSF leaders have denied.

“The SSF had not sent any military
vehicles to the PSF headquarters,” the
SSF said in a statement. It went on to
say the soldier in question had driven
his own, private vehicle to the head-
quarters, and that the angry reaction
of the soldier to his wife’s death is un-
derstandable because of his shock and
grief.

While Gen. Sadeq Haid, Aden’s se-
curity manager, also denied reports
that soldiers had stormed the PSF
headquarters, he conceded that “some
SSF soldiers did act inappropriately
following the accident.”

Haid said the soldiers are being in-
vestigated and will be held account-
able.

A committee from Sana’a has been
assigned to investigate the incident.

Oil pipeline in Marib repaired, government to
confiscate property of saboteurs

Ali Saeed

SANAA, Jan. 5—Engineers fin-
ished repairing an oil pipeline in
Marib on Sunday as government
forces suspended a military cam-
paign that began last Thursday
against tribesmen accused of mul-
tiple attacks of sabotage on the
pipeline, a local source said. Over
the past week the infrastructure
sustained several attacks, the most
recent on Friday, after the military
campaign began.

According to Sheikh Ali Al-Mu-
nifi, atriballeaderin Marib, Sheikh
Ahmed Al-Jalal, another promi-
nent tribal leader from Marib, was
able to mediate a ceasefire between
the tribesmen and the government
that allowed engineers to fix the
damaged pipeline.

The acts of sabotage completely
halt the transfer of oil to Yemen’s
west coast to be exported.

On Friday, the Ministry of the
Interior reported that a military
convoy of 14 armored cars, tanks
and other military vehicles en-
tered the the Al-Shabwan area on
Thursday, in an attempt to capture
the alleged saboteurs. The convoy
came under attack, the ministry
says, and one high-ranking army
officer was killed in an exchange
of gunfire. Two other officers and
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14 soldiers were wounded in the
fighting.

The ministry also reported that
three tribesmen were killed and
four others wounded in the clash-
es. However, a local source told a
local news website, Al-Masdaron-
line, that two civilians were killed
in random army gunfire.

The suspension of the crack-
down against the saboteurs came
after the Supreme Security Com-
mittee, headed by President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi, threatened
on Friday that the government
will be taking action to confiscate
property owned by the accused in
Sana'a or any other city.

The committee said in a state-
ment published in the state-run
Saba News Agency on Friday,
“strict instructions have been is-
sued to confront saboteurs. [The
government] warned that anyone
found to be cooperating with these
criminals or sheltering them will
also have their [property seized].”

Government renews attempts to
reach peace in Houthi-Salafi fighting

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANAA, Jan. 6—A new round of
delegations was sent this week to
several areas in the North in or-
der to broker a peace deal between
the Houthis and the Salafis, whose
fighting has spread throughout the
region since it began in the city of
Dammaj in late October.

One presidential delegation ar-
rived in the Haradh area of Hajja
governorate on Sunday amid re-
ports of more fighting between a
group of Zaidi Shiites who have
controlled parts of northern Yemen
since 2011, known as the Houthis,
and the the Salafis, who are conser-
vative Sunnis.

A committee headed by Sana’a’s
mayor, Abdulqader Hilal, arrived
last week in Sa’ada governorate to
focus his efforts on Dammaj.

The current commander of the
Reserve Forces, Gen. Ali Al-Jayfi,
has been tasked with reaching a
peace deal in the Arhab district
of Sana’a governorate between
armed anti-Houthi tribesmen and
Houthis. Fighting in Arhab is the
most recent evidence that the con-
flict is spilling over into other parts
of the country.

The central government has
made repeated attempts to secure
a peace deal between the two war-
ring groups. A presidential delega-
tion returned to Sana’a in Decem-
ber after being unable to get both
sides to follow through with a com-
promise they had originally agreed
to implement.

“If the government really wants
to end the conflict between the
Houthis and the Salafis, it will suc-
ceed,” said Mohammed Al-Bukhai-
ti, a Houthi representative at the
National Dialogue Conference.
“Otherwise, the [newest] commit-
tee will be as ineffective as the pre-
vious ones.”

On Sunday, demonstrators are
planning to march from the city of
Sa’ada to Dammaj after being bused

from Sana’a in order to call for a
peaceful resolution to the conflict.
“There is coordination with the
security authorities to secure the
road the participants will travel
on,” said Mohammed Al-Bashiri,
the secretary general of the new-
ly-established Al-Salam Party, a
group known for its peaceful advo-

cacy work.

Yahia Abu Asbo, the head of
the original presidential commit-
tee that failed to secure peace in
Dammaj, said President Hadi has
ordered that those injured in the
ongoing fighting receive medical
treatment at the expense of the
state.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

A reputed IATA Travel & Tourism company in Yemen
is looking for the below positions:

+ TICKETING STAFF
+ SALES EXECUTIVE

» Ticketing - Graduate with IATA certificate or
any other equivalent certificate.

» Sales Executive - Graduate with sales &
marketing exposure.

» Accountant - Graduate with travel industry

« Excellent in English & Arabic (written &
+ Good Computer skills.
Those candidates who meet the above requirements

are requested to e-mail their CVs to the email
address: hrsanaayemen2o0i14@gmail.com
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Living behind bars with mom
Growing up in Sana’a’s Central Prison

Sana’a’s Central Prison houses 10 children, ranging from
one month to six years, who are serving time alongside their
mothers.

Amal Al-Yarisi

10-meter-high wall

surrounds the Cen-

tral Prison in Sana’a,

which has sections

for both male and

female inmates. The women’s side

is divided into seven rooms which

accommodate 60 prisoners. Some

of the inmates are non-nationals,

typically from the Horn of Africa,

but the majority are Yemeni wom-

en, who have been convicted of a

variety of crimes—including mur-
der, theft and prostitution.

These women are not alone. Now

and then, one can hear a baby cry-

crime and sentenced to prison.
Because of this, inmates usually
decide to keep their children in
prison with them, rather than face
their families and ask for help.

Um Abdulla’s life completely
changed five months ago when she
was arrested
and accused
of assist-
ing in
a
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an accomplice. They were both ﬁ; ; | B
sentenced to four years in prison. e NI NS

The baby nestles in his moth- pswhn!ng}fn'—* car
er’s lap while she tells her story. d Q typically
She barely manages to control el i
her tears, saying that it has been female ﬂ fﬂmllle

very difficult to provide good
care for her son, particularly
when he falls ill. She says her
family insisted that she leave

her husband in exchange for

their help.

“My family says my hus-
band is the reason behind
my imprisonment,” she said.
Riyadh’s mother knows that =]
the prison is not a good €
place to raise her child, but ]
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convicted

she said she has no other
choice until she completes
her sentence.
Imprisonment, espe-
cially for women, car-
ries a large stigma in
Yemen. Some families
will shun and ostra-
cize a daughter who
has been convict-
ed of a

ing.

Currently the prison also houses
10 children, ranging in age from
one month to six years. They are
serving time alongside their moth-
ers. Some were born there. Others
had nowhere else to go after being
rejected by family members.

Life is tough for the children.
They receive no special treatment.
Mothers depend on donations for
milk, medicine and diapers. The
prison is under no obligation to
supply such items.

Children are permitted to stay
with their mothers until the age
of nine. If the mother is not
released by then, the child is
moved to an orphanage unless
someone agrees to assume
their care.

Riyadh was born in prison.

He is just three months old.
Six months ago, his father was
convicted of stealing a car and
his mother was convicted as

Vacancy for Saada-Aden

Yemen international Corridor
Highway (PIU)

The Ministry of Public Works and Highways (MPWH), who has the overall respon-
sibility for all roads in the Republic of Yemen, now seeks applications from qualified
and experienced candidates of Yemeni Nationals, for the following positions:-

+ Secretary

Candidate should satisfy the following minimum requirements:

+ Bachelor degree, or diploma but supplemented by secretarial training.

+ Minimum of 5 years work experience in secretarial and administrative work.

* Fluent in English and Arabic, both writing and speaking.

+ Excellent user of the latest computer software applications (Microsoft office
application is a must).

+ Knowledge of administrative and clerical procedures.

+ Excellent organizational skills, self-motivated and efficient, with willingness to
pay attention to details.

+ Proven experience in producing correspondence and documents.

+ Great sense of confidentiality.

Interested applicants should send their resumes (CV) along with copies of qualifica-
tions and certificate(s) of work experience in sealed envelopes within two weeks
from the latest publication of this advertisement to the address below:

Attn: Project Director of Saada-Aden Yemen international Corridor Highway (PIU),
MPWH

4th Floor , MPWH building
Nugum, Next to Berlin Public Park
Sana’a, Republic of Yemen

Tel: 1542966

Fax: 1 542965
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car theft, charges she adamantly
denies.

Um Abdulla’s husband divorced
her, leaving her to care for their
nine-month-old baby behind bars
as she awaits trial. The 22-year-
old mother was so ashamed she

did not tell
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E- - -

& Specific nge appropriate experiences for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
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fertified experienced Britich teacher egsisted by paraprofessionals

School hours are from 7:55 am. ta 12:00 noon (Soturday Threugh Wednesdoy)
Arabic program from 12:00 noon - 2:30 pm
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Box 2002, Sanoaa, Yemen
Email: sanaa@Qsi.org

SIS

her family what had happened.
Her trial has been pushed back
to later this month.
“This delay is painful. I feel like I
die a little more every day. My baby
also suffers,” she said.

Phone: 37o1gi-2 Fox: 370 193
Website: www.qsi.org

Accradited by the Mdde States Assoclation of Collages and Scheols WEA)
Member of QualiTy Schools infemational

prison’s administration provides
female inmates with food, clothes
and other basic necessities for both
them and their children in addition
to what organizations and charities
sometimes give the women.

Providing for her baby while in
prison is a huge burden.

“To date, I have already bor-
rowed YR40,000 [$186] to take
care of my child. The prison food
is not healthy. It is disgusting,” she
said.

Several women with children at
the prison are lucky enough to still
be supported by their husbands.
Sadia Nour, a Somali national, was
imprisoned seven months ago after
being accused of stealing jewelry
from a Yemeni family for whom she
had been working. The 24-year-old
gave birth in prison a month ago.
Her husband provides for the two
of them.

Like most mothers in the prison,
Nour knows her child suffers.

“I wish my baby had been born
dead, rather than in [this terrible
place],” she said.

Despite claims to the contrary,
Lieutenant Col. Mohammed Al-
Kowl, the prison manager, said the

Al-Kowl says some women’s lives
are actually better now, inside the
prison, than when they were living
on the outside.

“Some of them had never had
shampoo or new clothes prior to
their imprisonment,” he said.

However, experts have seen the
negative effects a prison environ-
ment can have on children. The
children receive no schooling.

In his experience, Salah Al-Deen
Al-Jumaei, a professor of psychol-
ogy at Sana’a University, says he
has seen children develop person-
ality disorders as a result of their
unconventional upbringing.

“[Many] will be difficult person-
alities and [we can expect aggres-
sive behavior from them],” he said.

Most telling perhaps is the toll
that the women themselves say in-
carceration has had on them and
their offspring.

“Every day here feels like a
month,” said Nour.
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Reducing child mortality in Hodeida governorate

Yemen continues to struggle with high rates of malnutrition

Story and photo by
Samar Qaed

iny children with gaunt
bodies—their  bones
protruding from their
skin—wail while lying
in the arms of
their parents inside a mal-
nutrition treatment center
in the Al-Danabeqa village
in the Al-Tohaita district of
Hodeida governorate.

According to UNICEF, Ye-
men has the second-highest
rate of stunting in the world,
behind Afghanistan. One
in every two children is
stunted, meaning both the
growth of their brains and
bodies is affected by a lack
of nutrition.

More than four in 10 chil-
dren are moderately or se-
verely underweight (second
only to East Timor), UNI-
CEF says, and more than
250,000 Yemeni children
suffer from severe acute
malnutrition and risk death
as a result.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) says that
“more than half of early
child deaths are due to con-
ditions that could be pre-
vented or treated with access
to simple, affordable interventions,
such as improved nutrition.”

“Children are at greater risk of
dying before age five if they are
born in rural areas, poor house-
holds, or to a mother denied basic
education,” WHO says on their
website.

The Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) adopted by the Unit-
ed Nations in 2000 aim to decrease

child deaths worldwide by 2015.
The fourth MDG is to reduce the
1990 mortality rate among children
under age five by two-thirds.

The under-five mortality rate
is still very high in Yemen and
experts say is not meeting MDG

benchmarks.

This crisis is made worse by
poverty. Yemen is one of the poor-
est countries in the world and the
poorest country in the Middle East.
Nearly half the population lives on
less than $2 per day.

Other contributing factors to
malnutrition include high food
prices, conflict, drought, unsafe
water, poor nutritional practices,
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a lack of basic public services and
difficult access to remote, affected
areas.

According to a survey by UNI-
CEF and Yemen’s Public Health
and Population Ministry, one-third
of children in Hodeida governorate

One-third of children in Hodeida governorate are malnourished.

are malnurished, the highest rate
of malnutrition in the country.

International and local organiza-
tions have been concentrating their
efforts there to chip away at the na-
tion’s malnutrition crisis.

Parents in the Al-Danabeqa
village take their malnourished
children each Tuesday to a tent—
sponsored by Save the Children—
to receive treatment. Without this
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makeshift and basic facility, the
nearest health center is a four-kilo-
meter walk from their village. Each
week 40 children come to the tent
to be measured, weighed and fed.
They receive medicine and ready-
to-use therapeutic food to take
home.

“Some children don’t get
better due to [underlying
problems, such as] diarrhea
and fevers, a lack of breast-
feeding, poor sanitation
and a lack of follow-up with
nutrition programs. These
are the critical factors be-
hind child malnutrition,”
said Mariam Al-Dawghani,
the coordinator of Save
the Children’s health and
nutrition programs in Ho-
deida.

Of Al-Tohaita’s 4,000
residents, about 18 percent
are children.

One resident, Jameela
Ali, has been taking her
three-year-old grand-
daughter, Fatima, to the
tent for 11 weeks as a part
of the feeding program.
She says her granddaugh-
ter’s condition is improv-
ing, and she is slowly gain-
ing weight as a result of the
supplements the NGO pro-
vides free of charge.

The Save the Children tent proj-
ect will be coming to an end in a
couple of months, at which point
the village must figure out how to
continue supporting malnourished
children.

The director of the district’s
health ministry office, Abas Mu-
tahar, says a health care center was
built in the area in 2008, but it was
never outfitted and opened.
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He says there are promises to
open it this year, but government
promises often prove to be empty.

Al-Dawghani says there are dis-
cussions now within the organiza-
tion to continue the project, but

Sana'a British School
No.18, 5t. 21{off Nouakchott 5t.)
Telephone : (967-1) 203 950 - Fax : (967-1 ) 206 134

Email: aton@sbsy com

Website: www.sbsyemen.com

Enjoy a wide range of hot & cold - high quality beverages in a family friendly
e environment, which makes Papparati the best Coffee Shop in Yemen.

Bngall 1yl Byl isalall Ayligsniall s Bpyele il gasas &wi -
onll @b gatia Jmil @igplil Jeay laa deily AL iy @8

,m.m.tl 33E O 3RS uabu 012 &Jlm ,o.b
: hlr, n f.l-laddah Nextto BinAzizl-Qtel Apartments - Sana’a

those in charge stress the need for
the government to take the lead.

“We are sure [with government
support] that the local residents
will be able to continue our work if
the project ends,” she said.
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OXFAM

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR SUPPLY, DELIVERY.INSTALLATION AND TESTING OF ELECTRICAL SUB-
MERSIBLE PUMPS AND GENERATORS FOR BAWARAH WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM IN SAHAR DISTRICT AND
SHARAMAT WATER SUPPLY NETWORK IN AL SAFRA DISTRICT IN SAADA GOVERNORATE

Oxfam is a development, relief and campaigning organization dedicated to finding lasting solutions to poverty and suffering around
the world. We believe that every human being is entitled to a life of dignity and opportunity; and we work with poor communities,
local partners, volunteers, and supporters to help this become a reality.

OXFAM is inviting tenders for the following:

Ref No: OX/YEM/SAD/REQ 7012, 7018 — Supply of electrical submersible pumps and generators
Tender documents are available for collection from our offices in Yemen as follow:

Sana’a office located in Diplomatic Area, Tel: 01- 444568/9

Sa’ada office located in Sa’ada, Ghadarh Street , Tel: 07-513156, 07-518351
Haradh office, located on main road, Tel: 07- 245420

Hodeidah office, located in trading area, Tel: 03- 219383

Please report at the reception desk with official signed & stamped letter from your company. Tender docu-
ments will be issued at the Logistics Offices between 9.00A.M to 4.00 PM. Tender documents will be issued from Tuesday
07/01/2014 to 15/01/2014.

For more information please feel free to call on Tel numbers: 01- 444568/9 or 07-513156, 07-518351
Oxfam is not bound to accept any application or give reasons for rejection or acceptance.
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Trying to find common ground
‘I believe 1t is in the nation’s
interest to sign the document’

A compromise, referred to as the Southern Issue’s resolution document, was
signed by National Dialogue Conference (NDC) representatives and President

Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi two weeks ago. It was designed to circum-

vent a political impasse about Yemen’s future number of regions in a

federal system, but the agreement has created a lot of controversy. /
Some political factions stand behind the document, which trans- '
fers the responsibility of deciding on Yemen’s regional divisions
to another committee, headed by the president. Other political -
parties remain staunch critics of the decision. What are the jus-

tifications from both sides? Have the media given too much credit

LY

‘.

to this document? In an interview with the Yemen Times, Adel Al-
Sharjabi, a sociology professor at Sana'a University, Abdu Al-Abdli,
the editor-in-chief of the independently-run Al-Raya newspaper
and Saif Al-Sharabi, the deputy head of the Islah Party’s

political department, touch on these questions.

Interview and photos by Mohammed Al-Hassani

Let us start with Mr. Al-Shar-
jabi, what is your precise as-
sessment of the Southern Is-
sue’s resolution document?
Al-Sharjabi: The document is the
result of collective efforts. It has
not been finalized yet. In my opin-
ion, it should be revised, especially
given that it did not ultimately
present an actual solution. It only
presented visions about solutions.
Those who rejected this document
put forth very lame excuses. Gen-
erally, I see the document as a step
towards resolving the Southern Is-
sue. Personally, I have an objection
in terms of the number of regions.
[I wonder about the people who say
they prefer a six-state structure]. I
think this perspective is espoused
by those loyal to former President
Ali Abdulla Saleh, who used to
threaten that Yemen was in danger
of splintering into many regions.
They want to use the same threat
now [to scare people]. I also do not
agree with those who say that the
document will limit regional [diver-
sity]. [Tribal and regional] identi-
ties are already established. I think
having a federal government will
lessen consolidation [will actually
allow diversity to flourish]. Those
who rejected the document did not
disclose why they really disagree
with it. Those who fear losing Had-
ramout’s oil wealth in a handover
to a Southern region say that they
are in favor of unity. But, they are
the ones who have done the most
damage to the country’s sense of
unity. Justice must be served in the
South, and I think the document
does not treat [the South] fairly.
Adjusting the document is a step
the government needs to take.

Some say the Southern Is-
sue resolution document has
generated a lot of media hype.
What do you think?

Al-Abdli: 1 think a political docu-
ment that resolves the Southern
Issue is a national salvation docu-
ment regardless of what the politi-
cal parties at the National Dialogue
Conference [NDC] say about it.
These parties entered the dialogue
to resolve a crisis, but they ended
up creating multiple crises. They
entered the dialogue only wanting
to make [selfish] political gains,
rather than acting on behalf of the
interests of the country. This is
shameful behavior on their part.
For example, the General People’s
Congress (GPC) [is trying to fright-
en people] by saying that the na-
tion’s unity is in danger. However, it
was this very group, along with its
strategic partner, Islah, that abused
unity in 1994.

Have the media created too
much hype about this docu-
ment?

Al-Abdli: Of course, it was ove-
rhyped by media outlets, and lots

of these media institutions [are bi-
ased] and unprofessional. Yemen is
in the middle of a critical phase. It
is heating up politically....

Let me shift back to Mr. Al-
Sharabi. Why did you sign the
document?

Al-Sharabi: First of all, we were
not satisfied with everything in-
cluded in the document. However,
[we do what we can]. The country
is heading down a narrow, politi-
cal tunnel because of tension in the
North and the South, wars, assas-
sinations and attacks on electricity
lines and oil pipelines. [If we just
continue to talk until Feb. 21 [when
interim President Abdu Rabu Man-
sour Hadi’s term of office ends] the
country may enter a constitutional
vacuum. Regarding those who have
reservations about signing the doc-
ument, they have the right to have
reservations. However, I believe it
is in the nation’s interest to sign the
document.

Were there disagreements
about the document within
the Islah Party?

Al-Sharabi: 1 think disagree-
ments exist within any political
party. This is normal. This is a
characteristic of democracy, but
the official stance of the Islah Party
on the document is important. Is-
lah has signed the document.

One criticism is that there was
no particular design to this
document, that it was not well
thought-out from its first draft
until its signing. What do you
think?

Al-Sharabi: As 1 have said, we
think that signing the document
serves the nation’s interests, even
though we are not completely sat-
isfied with it. We still believe that
all the points included in this docu-
ment need revision.

Did you feel obliged to sign the
document?

Al-Sharabi: We had two choices.
The first was to sign the document
even with all of its shortcomings, in
order to maintain Yemen’s unity....
We suggested genuine local [re-
gional] governance with full au-
thority, but not in the way it was
used by the former regime. We
want to maintain Yemen’s unity un-
der local governance with the exist-
ing [22] governorates. Adopting a
federal system will be very difficult
for Yemen to afford. Where would
this money come from? Perhaps the
committee that the president ap-
points will take into consideration
the time and resources needed for
this system. We are worried that
Feb. 21 will arrive without [having
achieved success at the NDC].

Why did some political fac-
tions refuse to sign the docu-

Saif Al-Sharabi

ment although the document
makes no mention of Yemen’s
number of regions?
Al-Sharabi: The committee will
be formed in such a way that all
of political factions will be rep-
resented. Some have suggested a
five-state structure. Others say six
states. A two-state structure has
also been proposed. This issue has
been referred to the committee
that will be appointed by Hadi, and
it will determine the appropriate
number.

What are Islah’s reservations
about the document?
Al-Sharabi: We want [to decen-
tralize the government and give
more power to the governorates]...
because Yemen is currently an
over-centralized state. Before we
move to a federal structure, we
have to try to give the governorates
more authority. It is better to [give
more power to the governorates,
and less to the central government]
prior to dividing the country into
states, so that residents will have
the experience of sharing power. I
think we wasted time at the NDC
discussing [less important] issues
and postponing the vital issues un-
til the end.

As a journalist, what have
people's reactions been to this
document?

Al-Abdali: In my opinion, many
people supported the signatories.
The average person’s perception is
shaped by the media. Some people
think that some parties refused to
sign the agreement because [those
parties believe that they] will lose
[control of] their interests. Some
think that [a new regional structure
of states] will improve living stan-
dards, and yet others think that the
document will splinter the country.

Do you think that people fear
federalism because it might
weaken the state and result in
conflicts?

Al-Abdali: 1 think that the prob-
lem lies in politicians' minds. Ye-
menis have been waiting for the
NDC's outcomes. They want Yemen
to come out of its current difficult
situation. The document is not, by
any means, a sacred text ... rather,
as Mr. Al-Sharabi said earlier, it
was a means to an end in order to
bring us out of this political crisis.

There are also publicfearsthat
the document might cause the
South to secede. What do you
think?

Al-Abdali: 1 don't think that the
document will lead to separation or
will weaken the South or the North.
Rather, it will reduce the insuffer-
able centralized system. The docu-
ment came about as a [compromise]
after NDC members were unable to
reach a clear agreement.

Adel Al-Sharjabi

Do you think that the objec-
tion of even one NDC member
to the document will affect its
future implementation on the
ground?

Al-Sharabi: 1 think that the
Southern Issue Working Group is
particularly concerned with this
issue. [However,] it agreed to the
document without any problem.
As for those who objected to the
document, [I think they objected
for purely political reasons]. I think
problems will arise if a referendum
is held on the document.

Some political parties that
are allied with the Islah Party

claim that the document will
result in a larger foreign pres-
ence in Yemen and a misuse of
its national resources. What
do you think?

Al-Sharabi: This is not true. The
document belongs to Yemen. It is
probably true that foreign consul-
tants aided in the creation of the
document, but [its essence] and all
of its ideas were [decided on and]
made by Yemenis. To be clear, U.N.
Envoy Jamal Benomar encouraged
NDC members to draft the docu-
ment but did not provide any of its
terms or materials. He only helped
craft the language to convey what
the NDC members wanted. As far
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Abdu Al-Abdli

as foreign presence is concerned, I
say that as long as [our] government
is strong, there will not be a foreign
domination. However, foreigners
will intervene in our affairs when
we are weak. Sometimes, foreign
intervention is necessary.

When is foreign intervention
necessary?

Al-Sharabi: For example, Yemen
was on the brink of civil war prior
to the signing of the Gulf Initia-
tive. So foreign nations intervened
and saved the day. They helped us
establish the NDC and when it suc-
ceeds, a strong foreign presence
will end.
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Any .
Questions?
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Showroom Address:

Al-Zubdiry St. Infront of Ministry of Oil & Minerals. Jg—igo o il

Tel: 203051 Fax: 203073 Grand Molors
Roadside Assistance No, 24/7; 737500700

Custormer Care No. 24/7: 737500100 = [ [ *

Lﬂ wwwy focebook.com/GrandMotorsYemen CHEVROLET




T‘f{/ \\Q& BUSINESS
FOR PEACE . o
s FENS 7 January, 2014 Classifieds 9

) sn seorer

»  Male, bachelor’s degree in English
language, diploma in marketing &
computer science, experienced as an
operations oficer, treasurer and
teacher. Looking for any job that
requires English. 777004207

»  Female, BA in Arabic literature, very
good written and spoken French/
English, seeks work as a babysitter
for a foreign family (Aden or Taiz).

737168816

[ For Sale

[ Buying

[ Housing available
[ Housing wanted

Details:

Contact Address:
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An ambitioius man, holding a BA in
English, two years of experience in
administration including secretary,
translation and coordination, ready to
utilize acquired experience in any
vacant position that suits. 770658490

Bachelor’s degree in English
language, 2 years experience in
teaching, good with computers and
Internet. Contact 772663229

Sanal Venugopal, B. Com graduate,
one year work experience in banking
industry. 737436520

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

3 Job vacancies
3 Job seekers
3 Other

Please cut this coupon and send it to

Yemen Times
Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a
For more info. call 268661/2/3

»  Specialized tutor able to give private

lessons in Mathematics, Arabic,
English and Science for grades 4-9.
734680597.

»  English-speaking teacher of math,

physics, chemistry and biology seeks
a job. 735694439

»  Male, B.A. in press and media, good

written and spoken English, computer
literate, seeks afternoon work. Aden,
735869554

»  Bachelor’s degree in English,

experience in teaching and dealing
with different levels. Now accepting
pupils. Low rates and excellent
teaching. 713481271.

»  Bachelor in English. Diploma in

computer science, experience in
marketing, seek work in a company
or factory. 733576664

»  Paper and plastics recycling

consultant offers training workshops
for almost 20 kinds of products.
711701322

»  Excellent English, logistics and

operations experience, administrative
skills, Internet skills. esaamhamadi@
gmail.com, 739882744

»  Maged Mohammed, Dental

Technician with 8 years of
experience, also heating and air-
conditioning diploma, Connect:
773899026 . 700215989

[

»  Mother with a baby looking for
female Arabic tutor who would visit
and teach in home at Hadda twice a
week. Pay according to experience
and ability. Good English not
required. 738945537

»  English teacher for Grade 5 to 9, KG
English teacher (female) at least 2
years experience. 773744704 or
415309

»  Rainbow school seeks female
teachers for Math, English and
Science for elementary grades.
Should have Bachelor's degree in
education, no fewer than 2 years of
experience, and be fluent in English.
733811430, 424433, 414026

@) owers

» iphone 5 in good condition, from US,
black color, GSM compatible $550 or
best offer. 773691845

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER

WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER
AIRCRAFT.

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

WORLDWIDE LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS

Easy Intermediate Difficult
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White plays and wins in the 3rd move
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Electricity problems 177, Emergency Police
199, Fire Brigade 191,Water Problems 171,

Foreign Affairs, 202544/7, Interior Affairs
252701/7, Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City
Bus Co. 262111/3, Ministry of Communication
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station 282061, Tourism
254032, TV Station 332001/2, Red Crescent
203131/3, Tel-Yemen 7522202, Y.net 7522227

Royal Jordanian
01 446064/5/8

Q Yemen Gulf Bank  7Tel. 967-1-260823

Fax:260824
02 - 270347
fax 02 - 237824
- Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
’ Tel. 264775,
264702.
Fax. 264703,
503350
Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial Bank Tel: 01277224
Fax: 277291
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2

Telephone enquires 118, Accident (Traffic) 194,

Continental Airline 278668/283082
Egypt Air 273452/275061
Gulf Air

440922

Qatar Air ways Fax: 506038, Tel.506030/5

CAC Bank 01 563813
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank  01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction

and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank

for Trade and Investment 01-209451

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 /
506372
Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
Fax: 01 270804
Hartz Sana'a: 01 440309

Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791

MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080

NISSAN Hodeidah: 200150/49
Sana’a: 400269

OPEL / GM 203075

SUZUKI 02 - 346000

TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION
AND INSTITUTES
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIT Quality Computer Education207025/26

British Institute for languages & Computer
266222 - Fax: 514755

YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon 01-448573

Crprcss
Sana’a 01 440 170
Hodiadh 03 226 975

Aden 02 245 626
Taiz 04 205 780

DHL 01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services
Tel: 967 1 431339
Fax: 431340
alnada2@yemen .net.ye

M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
01 531221/531231

Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
‘World Link 01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo Division
01-441126

Sas Cargo Services
01-472192/3
‘World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital ~ 600000/602008

E-mailfelixpene@hotmail.com  Fax. 601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

L'AZURDE suites hotel ~ 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel 01 546666

Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-417320

INSURANCE COMPANIES

UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
Free Number: 800 55 55

Al-Watania Insurance (Y.S.C.)
Sana’a 272713/874  Aden: 243490-242476
Taiz 250029 Hodeidah 219941/4/6

Sana’a: 206129/8/13
Aden: 255668
Taiz:240927/34
Hodeidah: 219545/8

Marib Insurance

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co. Sana’a 284193,
5 lines, Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company Sana’a: 272806/
272962/43,  Aden: 247617

Taiz: 250345, Mukalla: 304292,
Hodeidah: 261839/17

Aman Insurance 01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
Fax: 448339

RESTAURANT

Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
Tel: 01 505290
01 266375
Fax:01 267619

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 424433
Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten

Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 370191/2

Fax 370193 Presidency 01-290200
International Turkish Schools 01-419330-1, Prime Minister 01-490 800
737999199 Ministry of Public Works and Highways
Taiz 205593 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 01-274439
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159 Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Manarat Schools 01-410011 Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Miisty of Civil Service and Insuranee
01-294579
Al-Jandul Supermarket. 01-422610 Ministry of Defence 01-276404
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424 Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour
01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans. Arabic-English- Ministry of Public Health and Population
French -German-Russian-Ttalian- Spanish- 01-252211
Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-Eriterea- Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ambaric. Tel: 01-240515 Ministry of Industry and Trade  01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Miisty of Expatises 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals
Sky Travel & Tourism 01-535080/83 01-202309
02-221270 Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Falcon Holidays 444118 Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Falcon Business Center 446250 Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Al-Nasim Travel 270750 Ministry of Communications and
Universal Business Travel Center 441158/9/60 Information Technology 01-331460
Qadas Fly 01-280777 Ministry of Local Administration 01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
m International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
American World University, Rep. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
733061203 Fax: 535702 Ministry of Finance 01-260365
University of Applied and Social Science Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Sana’a; 412442 Fax: 412441, Ministry of Water and Environment
Aden: 234533 / 234960 01-418289
Queen rwa University Tel: 449971/2 Ministry of Electricity 01-326196
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel:675567
Fax:675885

To have your number listed please
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276
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Life's Good

LG Air Conditioners

Cooling / Heat functlon

MODERN HOUSE EXHIBITION
SALEM MOHAMMAD SHAMMAKH GROUP
SANA A: -514621/821 264095 - 225646
ADEN: 252480 - 234377 HUDEIDA: 205918 - 205903
TAIZ:251440 MOKALA: 326044

WHOLESALE: 01/514697

Yemen wants
answers
regarding
citizens added
to ‘global

terrorist’ list

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 6—Yemen requested
U.S. authorities provide an expla-
nation for their decision to add two
Yemeni figures to their “global ter-
rorist” list, saying that if there is ev-
idence against the men, the country
would prosecute them internally.

Adel Al-Sunini, the charge
d'affairs at Yemen’s embassy in
Washington, D.C, handed over the
official request on Saturday to the
U.S. Treasury Department’s acting
deputy assistant secretary for ter-
rorism and financial crimes, Jen-
nifer Fowler, asking for justification
for the men’s addition.

The U.S. Treasury Department on
Dec. 18 branded Abdulwahab Al-
Humaiqani, the secretary general
of the Yemeni Al-Rashad Union—a
Salafi political party,—and director
of the Al-Karama Foundation’s of-
fice in Yemen, a global terrorist.

Al-Humaiqani, also a member of
the U.S.-backed National Dialogue
Conference (NDC), is accused of
raising money to fund Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) as
well as facilitating financial trans-
fers from Al-Qaeda affiliates in Sau-
di Arabia to Yemen.

Mohammed Al-Ahmadi, the legal
coordinator of the Al-Karama Foun-
dation in Yemen, told the Yemen
Times that “the request for clarifi-
cation on reasons behind adding
Yemeni figures to the ‘global terror-
ist’ list is a positive step to overcome
Yemen’s lower hand in dealing with
the U.S.”

“I don’t expect the U.S. to accept
Yemen’s request because Yemen
has previously requested evidence
against others like the journalist
Abdulelah Haider Shaye, but noth-
ing happened,” he added.

Shaye was sentenced to five years
in Yemeni prison for alleged con-
nections to AQAP. He was released
this year despite the U.S.’s requests
that he remain in Yemeni custody.

In 2004, another charismatic Ye-
meni cleric, Sheikh Abdulmajeed
Al-Zindani was added to the ‘ter-
rorist’ list.

Both Al-Zindani and Al-Humai-
gani deny having any contact with
terrorist groups.

Al-Sunini said that he hopes the
U.S. will provide comprehensive
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information about the Yemeni citi-
zens included in the U.S. treasury’s
decrees.

“The stance of the Yemeni gov-
ernment is positive so far. In case
a charge against Al-Humaiqani is
proven, he should be prosecuted by
Yemen’s judiciary,” said Ibrahim
Al-Ahmadi, a member of the Al-Ra-
shad Union’s Supreme Committee.

“Requesting clarification...chal-

JaN

St AR SRS
a8 40 bt
IIan e e W 3T T 0 g

apnnail: asldbanm @ pneLye

lenges [the U.S.] as there is no evi-
dence against Al-Humaiqani,” he
added.

In a meeting on Sunday with rep-
resentatives of a pro-Al-Humaiqani
group called the Yemeni Popular
Solidarity Forum, President Abdu
Rabu Mansour Hadi denounced the
charges from the U.S. and said Ye-
men will not hand Al-Humaiqani
over if requested.
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