YEMEN(® TIMES

Thursday, 9 January, 2014 Issue No. 1745

News Report Our Opinion Feature

Following shelling of funeral Use of historic oK The Yemen Times’ The right FRO M TH E
tent, local gunmen continue to castle in Hodeida o S - Person of the Year to peaceful

clash with brigade in Al-Dhale in question g i) Ty TN demonstrations
e, ' and gatherings A , Rw A VEg
Page 2 Page 3 . /_ e Page 4 Page 8

e S AR
Ot e
O et

::LD.:.n.Ulg \J.o).\.ll L

i LQ_‘J.@.;.YQL}AJL_AAJAJB: d‘JL-.:b: eJlféadaS ...i:‘-lSJéd?—" i—;“-ﬂ-h-‘.}

(WUICIM@;M)ELMLMSJJ}&ﬂJa&-M [

o.e J}aumﬁmtm_ wmmﬁdmzsoodg_u;,wytwLm,wyuzoo. Jals
(R all ALl slasd ) m .(aemﬁnm)Jashdlejsoobﬁiq_glajzmc.afdlalz\__.

”SABAFDN Tl BB g0 @l Ul 5 o OB @bl
Joslgig dllsi P S B W) U =cc

e siie (53] 335 (iie e 3 i
www.sabafon.com
Glae YAV 23,0 0 ( Lo ) e loslall e




BUSINESS
FOR PEACE

Advertisement

9 January, 2014

alE,i 0 ABLS)5 T galt allad LS U 2T ¢ Baa® ) g JaY 1 Ao
AlE)i 3 A8l Gawd! aBAT) A LAY o

-"(:? 160% N Jams BT g SIS B s stind (ol Jpumnd 3
SABAFON Glme 211 01 a1 AalS sl deddp)l fpe Olaglall fpa o it
J.af;_fgd.ﬁ'.nf

www.sabafon.com

Craed (B JIE AT gl . SWY g Jo¥ Jast




Road Experts

hert:

com

World On Wheels

Think Smart... Turn to the

Universal Rent a Car

Sana’a Tel: (01)440309, Aden (02)245625

1

1Y COPY 18 NOT FOR SALE

(&

BUSINESS
FOR PEACE

AWARD

www.yementimes.com ¢ Founded in 1991 by Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf

"4

1)
ARl

fii

Funny faceS: A troupe of performers are taking Yemen by storm with their puppet shows for
children. The Thra’a Team for Puppet Theater uses comedy in their presentations to talk about some tough issues
facing youngsters today, like child labor and marriage. They are now reaching young audiences in Sana’a, Aden
and Taiz governorates. Read more on Page 5

(Photo courtesy of Hadeel Al-Jawzi)

Former ruling party signs NDC document,
Southerners still lukewarm about confernce’s success

Ali Saeed

SANA'A, Jan. 8—The General Peo-
ple’s Congress (GPC), Yemen’s for-
mer ruling party, and the Al-Rashad
Union, the Salafi political party,
signed the Southern Issue Solution
Document on Wednesday following
two weeks of negotiations, accord-
ing to Yasser Al-Ruainee, the depu-
ty secretary general of the National
Dialogue Conference (NDC).

The GPC initially refused to sign
the document, saying it jeopardized
the nation’s unity and placed Ye-
men under unwanted international
influence.

The document, designed as a po-
litical compromise, reads that all
signatories “pledge a fair solution to
the Southern Issue under a united
federal democratic state.”

The government has to tackle all
old grievances in the South during
a transitional period that will pave
the way for the new federal system,”
a copy of the document, published
by the state-run Saba News Agency,
reads.

The document calls for the cre-
ation of a new committee to be ap-
pointed by the president. The com-
mittee’s main task will be to decide
on the number of political divisions
(states) the country will have under
a new federal system. Up for debate
is whether Yemen will become a
two, five or six-region nation.

Source: Al-Share’ newspaper
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New NDC Southern Movement
members determined to move
dialogue forward

In an effort to keep the South—who
is pushing for a two-region fed-
eral system—engaged in the NDC’s
proceedings, conference officials
recently invited over 20 new mem-

Ahmed Obaid Mubarak Bin Dagher, the GPC’s assistant secretary
general, (second from the left) signed the Southern Issue Solu-

tion Document on Wednesday.

bers to replace delegates that have
withdrawn from the talks.

Yazeed Al-Kazimi, a member of
the Southern Movement (Hirak) in
Lahj received a phone call in late
December from Sana'a inviting him
to participate in the conference,
which was originally supposed to
end in September. (Leaders later
promised to have it conclude before
the end of the year).

Al-Kazimi is one of the many
Southerners who welcomed the in-
vitation.

“I'will attend the dialogue even if
only one day remains to ensure the
success of the dialogue outcomes,”
he said.

Former representatives from the
South have not issued a unified
statement clarifying the reasons
behind their resignations. How-
ever, Khaled Ba Madhaf, a delegate
from the South who left the NDC
in November, said he and many of
his colleagues quit because they felt
that general secretary of the con-
ference wanted to replace Southern

Movement leaders with others who
would be more compliant.

“The president and the general
secretary of the NDC intimidated
and placed pressure on Hirak mem-
bers to compel them to agree with
their decisions,” Ba Madhaf said.

The conference, which began
March 18, is expected to conclude
soon amid local and international
efforts to get participants to agree
on pending issues including the
Southern Issue.

“We are determined to continue
[until we] restore our rights. The
Southern Issue Solution Document
is a great achievement [on the road
to] reestablishing the rights of the
Southern people,” said Al-Kazimi.

Al-Kazimi says his participation
in the dialogue is “significant in
regard to accomplishing what my
comrades began, and no one entity
or person [can speak on behalf of
the entire South.”

In 2007, residents of Southern
governorates, including Aden, Lahj,
Al-Dhale took to the streets in ral-
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lies and marches, demanding the
restoration of property and jobs that
were seized following Yemen’s brief
civil war in 1994. Calls for secession
and the formation of the Southern
Movement followed in response the
authorities ruthless crackdowns on
the protests.

North and South Yemen were
united to form one single republic
in 1990. In recent years renewed
calls for the South’s secession have
grown louder.

Differing views on the South-
ern Issue Solution Document
While Al-Kazimi believes that the
NDC’s newcomers should work
towards a future for all Yemenis,
both in the South and in the North,
another new participant from Aden
says his sole purpose at the dialogue
is to achieve “the right of self-deter-
mination” for the Southern people.
“We are determined to obtain the
right of self-determination for the
Southern people, and if we cannot
make that happen, we will [return
to the streets for public protests],”
said Alla Al-Ghawba, who recently
joined the conference’s delegation.

Difficult task in the South
There is no united position in the
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South towards the NDC and its
expected outcomes, according to
a new Southern Movement NDC
member from Shabwa, Hamid Al-
Kirbi.

“Some people support the con-
ference and others feel indifferent
about it,” he said.

Jamal Al-Awlaqi, an NDC mem-
ber from Shabwa who withdrew
from the conference in April 2013,
said in a conversation with the Ye-
men Times that he rejoined the
conference in November to support
a federalist system.

“I personally support...the South-
ern Issue Solution Document even
if the option for more than two re-
gions is adopted,” he said.

There is tough work ahead, says
Al-Kirbi. He says in order to win
the trust of the Southern people,
the government must first carry out
its duties to maintain security, im-
prove education and provide access
to health services nationwide.

“Citizens do not feel the presence
of a central authority, insecurity is
widespread, and government offic-
es are not functioning,” he said.

“The people need, first of all, to
feel that decisions will actually be
implemented, otherwise they will
bring about separation by force.”
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Ceasefire brokered between
Houthis and Salafis in Haradh

Fighting elsewhere continues

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 8—The encampments
of two warring parties in the Har-
adh area in Hajja governorate were
being evacuated and surrendered
to security forces on Wednesday,
a day after the Houthis and pro-
Salafi fighters signed a ceasefire
agreement brokered by a presiden-
tial committee on Tuesday.

Local sources say the pro-Salafi
fighters removed blocks on the Har-
adh-Sa’ada road, which they had
been occupying for three months,
preventing the transport of goods
and services to the area.

The presidential committee,
headed by Gen. Mohammed Al-
Qasimi, the army’s general inspec-
tor, and Hajja’s governor, Ali Al-
Qaisi, supervised the signing of the
document.

The agreement stipulated that
both sides should direct their fight-
ers to cease firing at one another,
according to a report by the state-
run Saba news agency.

However, clashes between the
Houthis, a group of Zaidi Shiites
who operate outside government
control in the North, and their
Salafi opponents (a conservative
Sunni sect) continue in other areas
such as Hashid in Amran governor-
ate, Barat in Al-Jawf governorate
and Arhab in Sana’a.

Peace negotiations have failed in
these areas as well as in the small
town of Dammaj in Sa’ada, which
has been the epicenter of fighting
between the two groups.

Hassan Humran, the foreign re-
lations coordinator for the Houthis
in Sa’ada, said government forces
are securing the main road into
Sa’ada and working to prevent fu-
ture roadblocks from being erect-
ed.

Humran said the road is a huge
lifeline for the area.

In addition to the Haradh route,
there are two other major roads
connecting Sa’ada governorate to
the rest of the country. The Ar-
hab-Sa’ada and the Amran-Sa’ada
routes remain blocked due to on-
going fighting between the two
groups.

Food and oil prices have risen
in Sa’ada as a result of the road-
blocks, according to Mohammed
Al-Bukhaiti, a Houthi representa-
tive at the National Dialogue Con-
ference. He says the price of one
gas cylinder has reached YR3,000
($14). This is more than double
the price, YR1,200-1,400 ($5.60-
$6.50) in the capital, Sana’a.

Initially, it seemed the presiden-
tial committee assigned to Dammaj
had convinced the Houthis to lift
their siege on the city, but local
resident Ismael Al-Wadei said
Wednesday afternoon that clashes
continue.

He added, “The block which the
pro-Salafi supporters are running
at the entrances to Sa’ada governor-
ate is no worse than the months-
long siege the Houthis have placed
on Dammaj,” he said.

In order to broker an agreement,
Al-Wadei believes both sides will
have to concede.

It is not the first time the two
sides have signed an agreement to
end fighting in Dammaj. Previous
agreements signed by both parties
failed to be implemented.

Police accused of protecting
sheikh in killing of local welder

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Jan. 8—Tension is high in
Sana’a’s southern neighborhood of
Al-Asbahi following the death of a
resident, Dawood Al-Sroori, who
was allegedly shot by guards of an
influential tribal sheikh last week.

The victim’s relatives accuse the
police of protecting the sheikh, who
is originally from Ibb governorate.
A man originally arrested in con-
nection to the killing was later re-
leased by police.

This week, relatives of the vic-
tim staged a protest in front of Al-
Sroori’s workshop to denounce the
killing.

They blocked at least one street
in the Al-Asbahi neighborhood and
set up tents.

Police quickly reacted, sending

seven military vehicles from the
Al-Syaghi Police Station to disperse
the protestors. Two protestors were
arrested and the tents confiscated,
eyewitnesses said.

Watheeq Ameen, an Al-Asbahi
resident and eyewitness to Al-Sro-
ori’s shooting, said four gunmen
entered Al-Sroori’s welding work-
shop and started to beat him. As
the man attempted to flee, Ameen
says the gunmen shot him.

Al-Sroori was later pronounced
dead at the state-run Al-Thawra
Hospital in Sana’a.

Ameen said that the locals in the
neighborhood are very upset about
the murder and that the case high-
lights the authorities’ inability to
hold influential leaders account-
able for crimes, even in cases of
murder.

Wadee Al-Sroori, the son of the
victim, said a forensic expert con-
ducted an autopsy on his father on
Tuesday and investigations are still
underway. No results have been
made public, he said.

Currently the case is at the Capi-
tal City Southeastern Court.

“We will await the ruling of the
court; if it does not act, we will
take matters into our own hands,”
Wadee said.

An officer at the Al-Syaghi Police
Station said, “Investigations are
presently being conducted.” He de-
clined to comment further.

The Yemen Times also contacted
family members of those being ac-
cused of connections to the shoot-
ing, but they declined to comment.

The fate of the welding workshop
is unknown.

Following shelling of funeral tent,

local gunmen continue to clash
with brigade in Al-Dhale

Fighting is taking place at
night

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 8—Sporadic violent
clashes in the Sanah area of Al-
Dhale governorate between un-
identified gunmen and the army’s
Brigade 33 are entering their third
week following the Brigade’s shell-
ing of a funeral tent at the end of
December.

On Dec. 27, Brigade 33 allegedly
fired multiple times at a funeral
procession. According to area secu-
rity officials, 22 people were killed
in the attack and 29 injured.

Since then, protests have been
taking place in the area as well as
nocturnal fighting. Several resi-
dents have been reported killed in
the exchange of gunfire between
the groups. However, there has
been no statement on the number
of casualties from local officials.

On Tuesday morning, three civil-
ians were wounded in an hour-long
gun battle between the gunmen
and soldiers from the brigade, said
Mohammed Al-Shaeri, Al-Dhale’s
security chief.

While there are reports that
the men shooting at the Brigade
are associated with the Southern
Movement, a group of separatists

Yemen seizes Egyptian ship on
Arabian Sea coast

Government investigations
underway

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan.8—Interrogations of
the crew of an Egyptian ship seized
by Yemeni naval forces on Sunday
in the Nashton Port of Mahra gov-
ernorate are still underway.

Yemeni authorities have yet to
provide any information about
the ship’s cargo but a commit-
tee that includes representatives
from the general prosecutor’s of-
fice, the public security office, the
Ministry of Fisheries and military
intelligence began their investiga-
tions on Tuesday, said Mohammed
Al-Mawiri, a spokesperson for the
Interior Ministry,

Col. Shuja Mahdi, the operations
director for the coastal forces, told
the Yemen Times the Egyptian
ship was seized due to “suspicious”
activities. He said the ship made
multiple, unannounced stops as
it moved slowly along the Yemeni
coastline.

“The ship stopped in places
where foreign ships that were
smuggling goods or fishing ille-
gally had been caught previously,”
said Mahdi.

Mahdi praised the nation’s
coastal forces for helping track the
ship down. According to prelimi-
nary investigations, the crew said
the ship was having mechanical
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issues, prompting them to make
multiple stops. However, Mahdi
has dismissed the claims.

The ship was coming from Egypt
and headed to Dubai in the UAE.
The ship’s seven-member crew is
currently detained at the port.

The smuggling of goods and
weapons is not uncommon in Ye-
men’s regional waters and over the
past year, at least one other ship
was seized at Naston Port for alle-
gations of smuggling.

“Coastal forces do not maintain
a strong presence in the Nashton
Port due to lack of infrastructure,”
said Mahdi. “This is the reason be-
hind the increase in smuggling in
this area.”

In January of last year, at Nash-

ton Port, Yemen stopped a ship
that originated in Iran.

At the beginning of November,
the Specialized Criminal Court in
Aden sentenced nine people con-
victed of smuggling weapons on
the ship, the Jehan 1, to various
sentences of one to 10 years in
prison.

According to Mohammed Al-
Qaedi, the public relations man-
ager at the Interior Ministry, the
ship was carrying 73 tons of diesel,
40 tons of weapons and explosives,
and $30,000. Yemeni forces seized
the ship and its cargo.

The Yemen Times contacted the
Egyptian embassy for comment on
the story, but they provided no ad-
ditional information.

Two die and one injured in two
separate attacks in Aden

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 8—Two security
personnel were shot dead by un-
identified gunmen in Aden on
Tuesday, according to security
officials. On the same day, also in
Aden, a political security officer
was injured in a car bombing be-
lieved to have been an assassina-
tion attempt.

Ataround 11:00a.m.,gunmenin
Hilux model Toyota pickup truck
fired at Officer Mubarak Lashram
and Mohammed Ali Hussein, a
soldier, in the Sheikh Othman
district as they were leaving the
Al-Nasr Military Camp, accord-
ing to a security source who spoke

to the Yemen Times on condition
of anonymity.

Both men, who were working
with the local police force, died at
the scene.

Earlier in the morning, at 9:00
a.m., a car bomb attached to high-
ranking Political Security Officer
Col. Mohammed Al-Qadi’s car
exploded in the Saira district in a
believed assignation attempt.

Brig. Sadeq Haid, Aden’s secu-
rity chief, said Al-Qadi lost a leg
in the explosion and is currently
being treated in a local hospital.

No one has yet been blamed for
the explosion, said Haid.

The anonymous source said that
despite incidents like those on

Tuesday, “the security situation in
Aden is 80 percent stable.”

People are losing faith in the
government’s ability to ensure or-
der as a result of such incidents,
said Abdulrahman Anees, an
Aden-based journalist.

While some have pinned possi-
ble blame on Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula for the car bomb,
many security officials shot down
such claims.

Last Thursday, Col. Marwan
Moqbel, a member of the Political
Security Forces, was assassinated
as he was leaving his house in
Aden’s Al-Qalooah area.

No one has been arrested in
connection with the crime.
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who have also been linked to the
funeral that was shelled, Al-Shaeri
believes the gunmen fighting with
the brigade are not affiliated with
any group.

Despite the nightly gunfire, Al-
Shaeri says “the security situation
is stable in the governorate and the
protests continue peacefully.” The
number of protesters continues to
dwindle each day, he says.

Al-Shaeri said his forces are
working with local tribesmen and
Southern Movement leaders to
continue to improve the security
situation in the area.

Members of Brigade 33 and lo-
cals each blame the other side for
initiating the nocturnal gunfire.

“The insurgents have spread in
the streets and attack the brigade,”
said Sadeq Mohammed Al-Haka-

mi, the spokesperson for Brigade
33. “We counterattack to defend
ourselves.”

Majed Al-Shuaibi, a local resi-
dent and member of the Southern
Movement, said the brigade’s forc-
es are shelling haphazardly outside
of the nocturnal fighting.

“The brigade has shelled several
neighborhoods and areas in the
city,” he said.

VACANCY
ANNOUNCEMENT

A reputed IATA Travel & Tourism company in Yemen
is looking for the below positions:

« TICKETING STAFF
« SALES EXECUTIVE

+ ACCOUNTANT

EXPERIENCE:
« 5years & above.

EDUCATION/SKILLS:

» Ticketing - Graduate with IATA certificate or
any other equivalent certificate.

« Sales Executive - Graduate with sales &
marketing experience.

+ Accountant - Graduate with travel industry

experience.

« Excellent in English & Arabic (written &

spoken).

» Good Computer skills.

Candidates who meet the above requirements
are requested to email their CVs to this address:
hrsanaayemen2014@gmail.com
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Use of historic castle in Hodeida in question

Story and photos by
Samar Qaed

orniche  Al-Hodeida

Castle sits on the coast

of the Red Sea in Ho-

deida’s Al-Hawak dis-

trict. The castle was

constructed as a military fortress

in 1538 during the Ottoman occu-

pation of Yemen. It is considered

one of the most important historic

landmarks in Hodeida governorate,

although its current use is leading

many to wonder how dedicated the
state is to preserving its history.

Following the 1962 revolution—

when the imam’s rule came to an

end—antiquities, including manu-
scripts, were collected and stored
in the castle, and eventually these
treasures were made public.

However, the ancient building
was closed in March 2012 following
an attack and subsequent looting
that took place during local, politi-
cal demonstrations.

Now the castle is used as the
headquarters for Hodeida gover-
norate’s antiquities office and other
local administrative offices incldu-
ing the land authority, sanitation
and tourism.

What was once a small tourist
destination is now a place of busi-
ness, with government employees

coming and going.

There are no more students or
researchers, says Enas Moham-
med, who had worked as the mu-
seum’s secretary and is currently a
secretary for the district director’s
office.

Around eight years ago, the Al-
Hawak district’s local council re-
paired the castle at a cost of YR250
million (nearly $1.2 million). The
castle was then handed over to
the antiquities office of Hodeida
governorate. But in 2012, clashes
erupted in nearby Hirak Square,
between members of the Tehama
Movement, local authorities and
the Central Security Forces.

Prior to 2012, the castle used to attract a number of local and international researchers.

ADVERTORIAL

Emirates SkyCargo Completes Another
Remarkable Year

DUBAI, UAE - 6th January 2014 — Emir-
ates SkyCargo, one of the largest and
most progressive air cargo operators
globally, has achieved another success-
ful year and major milestones over the
past twelve months.

In 2013, Emirates SkyCargo expand-
ed its network and range of destination
options for its customers by launching
four new cargo-only destinations which
began with Hanoi in Vietham on 6 Feb-
ruary, Chicago in the US on 3 March,
Kano in Nigeria on 4 October, and Quito
in Ecuador on 3 December. It also began
services to Warsaw, Algiers, Haneda,
Stockholm Clark, Conakry, Sialkot and
Kabul — with the launch of passenger
services offering belly-hold capacity to
these eight destinations.

To support its network growth, Emir-
ates’ SkyCargo expanded its fleet during
2013 by adding three new Boeing 777
Freighter aircraft. It now operates 12
freighters, 10 B777 Fs and two B747-
400 ERFs which currently serve 43 des-
tinations around the world.

In March 2013, the freight division of
Emirates strengthened its Cool Chain
Premium Service with the appointment
of an additional cool chain solutions pro-
vider, CSafe. In 2013, SkyCargo carried
more than 4000 tonnes of temperature-
sensitive pharmaceutical and healthcare
products through its Cool Chain Premi-
um Service.

With the Emirates and Qantas partner-
ship that began in March 2013, Emirates
SkyCargo and Qantas Freight cooper-
ated on cargo capacity on each other’s

passenger services offering cargo ca-
pacity to a combined total of over 200
ports across six continents.

In April 2013, Emirates SkyCargo be-
came the first carrier to implement Elec-
tronic-Air Waybill (e-AWB) shipments
under the industry’s recently ratified mul-
tilateral e-AWB standard, demonstrating
its continued leadership in adopting the
latest innovations and industry stan-
dards.

During the year Emirates SkyCargo
has entered into over 190 global and
local bilateral and multi-lateral e-AWB
agreements with its customers to sup-
port the transition from paper Air Way-
bills (AWB) to electronic Air waybills.

In May 2013, the Emirates Group
which includes SkyCargo announced its
annual results. For the first time Emir-
ates SkyCargo reported a revenue over

N

L

AED 10 billion reaching AED 10.3 billion
(US$ 2.8 billion) mark, an 8 per cent
increase over last year. Its tonnage in-
creased 16 per cent reaching a remark-
able 2.1 million tonnes in a shrinking
airfreight market, highlighting its ability
to grow revenues against the industry
norm.

The airline carried 2.1 million tonnes
of cargo across its network in the 2012-
13 financial year and was ranked num-
ber one amongst the top airlines for
scheduled Freight Tonne Kilometres
flown internationally according to the
latest World Airline Transport Statistics
published by IATA.

This year SkyCargo has won numer-
ous of prestigious industry awards, in-
cluding ‘Cargo Airline of the Year 2013’
(Air Cargo Week), ‘Cargo Airline of the
Year 2013’, ‘Best Middle East Cargo
Airline’ (both Air Cargo News), ‘Best Air
Cargo Carrier Middle East’ (AFSCA),
‘Cargo Operator of the Year’ (SCATA)
and ‘Air Cargo Excellence Award’ (Air
Cargo World), to name but few.

Looking forward into 2014, Emirates
SkyCargo operations will move to Dubai
World Central Al Maktoum International
Airport which is set to become the home
of its freighter operations from April
2014.

Upon completion of the first phase,
followed by the installation of the cargo
handling system and the fitment of the
interior by April 2014 and full completion
by mid-September, the terminal will be
equipped to handle 700,000 tonnes of
cargo and can be further expanded by
an additional 300,000 tonnes in the sec-
ond phase.

The Tehama Movement, a popu-
lar group that formed in 2012 to
organize against what they call
the marginalization of Tehama lo-
cals by the central government,
took refuge in the castle in March
2012 after fighting erupted. As a
result, security forces stormed the
fortress, damaging the castle’s an-
tique, wooden doors. An undocu-
mented number of historic items
were looted from the castle during
the fighting.

“We had asked the police and
movement members to stay away
from the castle,” said Ahmed Al-
Deek, the director of Hodeida’s
antiquities office. “Some historic
manuscripts and weap-
ons were stolen. We don’t
know what happened to
them.”

Following the clashes,
the local district author-
ity moved out, leaving
the remaining relics at
the castle to sit collecting
dust. Although the an-
tiquities office still oper-
ates within the castle, the
local authority is pushing
for them to move.

Ali Al-Hindi, the man-
ager of the Al-Hawak
district, explained that
the local district moved
its offices into the castle
because they believe the
antiquities office was not
properly protecting it.
The local district blames
the office for the loss of
the historical treasures.

“The current adminis-
tration neglected the cas-
tle. We do not object to
the evacuation of [all of
the offices, both the local
ones and the antiquities
authority] from the castle
provided that itis handed

over to an authority capable of pro-
tecting and securing the building.
But it is impossible to leave it now
because we are [the ones keeping it
safe],” Al-Hindi said.

It doesn’t seem anyone will be
moving anytime soon or that the
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castle will be restored as a historic
site.

In the meantime, the Tehama
Movement’s blue, white and green
flag still flies above the castle’s fa-
cade as a reminder of the change in
guard.

Locals say no one has bothered to remove the Tehama Move-
ment’s flag since it was erected in March 2012.
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YT vision
statement

“To make
Yemen a good
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,

(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

The Yemen Times’
Person of the Year

he Yemen Times has an annual tradition of

celebrating a person who has contributed

positively to the country’s development.

The criteria is simple: he or she should

have given to the community during the
year and left a positive mark on society, whether on a
professional, public or personal level.

He or she can be someone as powerful as a minister
or the president, or they simply can be a school princi-
pal, who has turned a school around and made it into
an exemplary educational institution.

The point is simple—to celebrate and appreciate good
initiatives and create role models for others to follow.

The process of selecting the person of the year is an
interactive one that involves our readers—both print
and online—as well as the listeners of Radio Yemen
Times. This year, Dr. Yasin Saeed Noman received the
majority of votes because the public recognized and
valued his efforts to support the country’s develop-
ment. He is a rare, honest politician and has displayed
a strong commitment to justice and modernization
over the years.

There were other strong contenders this year, such
as the late Ibrahim Mothana, a young Yemeni activist
who died in 2013 at the age of 24 and who, despite his
young age, left his mark on the world.

There was also Dr. Ahmed Awad Bin Mubarak, the
secretary general of the National Dialogue Conference,
who proved that a young, energetic man is capable of
successfully managing a huge event and positively
contributing to the country’s peaceful transition of
power.

Among the candidates, there was also Amr Jamal,
the young director who has reinvented Yemeni drama.
With very modest resources, he has managed to pro-
duce theatrical and TV masterpieces, simultaneously
putting Yemeni drama on the regional, artistic map.

There was Noria Naji, the director of YERO, a char-
ity that educates vulnerable children, and the first
Arab woman to receive an Order of the British Em-
pire (OBE) from Queen Elizabeth. She has dedicated
her life to improving access to education for Yemeni
children.

Also on the list was Murad Subay, an activist and
artist who initiated public campaigns advocating for
human rights. He has fought against political impris-
onments (“disappearances”) and hunger. He has won
international awards for his campaigns and has very
creatively used the walls of Sana’a to convey his mes-
sages.

There was also Farea Al-Muslimi, the first Yemeni to
address the U.S. Congress. He was named one of For-
eign Policy magazine’s 100 global change makers for
2013 for his role as a youth activist and international
speaker against drones.

It is exciting to see that Yemen has a wealth of young
change agents who take risks for the sake of improving
the country. This is a relatively new phenomenon that I
believe is somewhat related to the 2011 uprising. Even
before that, we knew we were responsible for creating
change and that we each have to do our share and not
just rely on the established decision-makers.

But the truth is that most of the rising Yemeni pro-
fessionals and civil society activists were working
alone and did not really believe that things could sig-
nificantly change. When 2011 happened—and with it,
youth’s major contribution to regime change—spirits
soared. Since then, many youth-based initiatives and
civil society projects have been created.

Dr. Yasin Saeed Noman is indeed a remarkable per-
son with ample experience and impressive achieve-
ments. He is the Yemen Times’ Person of the Year for
2013, and he was chosen by our readers and listeners.
The other good news is that 2013 also brought us many
young, new faces of change who, individually and col-
lectively, are just beginning to leave positive marks on
the nation.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

US drone attacks in Yemen protect no
one but Al-Qaeda

Farea Al Muslimi
Thenational.ae
First Published Jan. 5

n Dec. 5, Yemenis woke

to one of the most horri-

fying massacres in recent

memory. Militants dressed

in army uniforms attacked
a hospital inside the ministry of defense
compound in the capital, Sana’a, killing
more than 50 and wounding more than
150.

The victims were men, women and
children; patients, doctors and nurses;
locals and foreigners. Footage from sur-
veillance cameras showed a gunman at-
tacking a surgeon as he operated on a
patient in the emergency room, and an-
other casually lobbing a grenade into a
crowd of people cowering on the floor.

The spontaneous public backlash
against Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP) was more intense than
anything the country has witnessed in
decades. AQAP, which has long tried to
cultivate an image of fighting on behalf
of ordinary Yemenis against foreign ag-
gression, was excoriated on TV, news-
papers, radio and social media—all this
was even before the group announced
responsibility for the attack.

But then, on the following night after
the government began broadcasting the
videos, and as rage against AQAP was
reaching a fevered pitch, an unmanned
American military drone flying over the
Rada’a province, some 150 kilometers
south-east of Sana’a, fired a missile into
Yemen. It struck a vehicle in a wedding

procession, killing 12 people and wound-
ing dozens more. Almost instantly, the
public discourse shifted, the anger redi-
rected. Al-Qaeda had almost destroyed
itself but America came to its rescue.

In a country that has suffered almost a
decade of U.S. drone strikes and watched
them obliterate hundreds of innocent
lives, it mattered little that the “official”
target in Rada’a were several militants
among the wedding goers. Rather, that
drone strike reminded Yemenis, once
again, that it is American terror that
looms over them—constantly. As one Ye-
meni activist said: “If you escape AQAP,
you don’t escape U.S. drones.”

AQAP seized the opportunity. On Dec.
22, the group’s military leader, Qasim Al-
Raimi, apologized for the hospital attack
in a video statement and promised to pay
compensation to survivors and victims’
families. The mistake, he claimed, was
that the group had attacked the wrong
building, that their actual target had
been the drone control center within the
ministry of defense compound, jointly
run by U.S. and Yemeni military person-
nel. However implausible this story may
be, the apology and promise of compen-
sation are in stark contrast to America’s
cold silence for the civilians it killed.

American intervention did years worth
of public relations on behalf of AQAP.
While this is the latest and certainly the
most blatant example, it is far from the
only instance of the U.S. indirectly as-
sisting Al-Qaeda’s PR machine—and
even its human resources department.
It was actually in the Rada’a district that
a researcher, who recently visited the

area, discovered a local AQAP leader
who was complaining about new recruits
not carrying out their regular religious
prayers—they did not join Al-Qaeda for
ideological reasons, but because they
saw the group as a means to avenge rela-
tives killed in U.S. drone strikes and for
other reasons that have nothing to do
with ideology.

In many parts of Yemen, it is not AQAP
that is feared, but America. Not long
ago, I visited the area of Khawlan, a 30-
minute drive from Sana’a, where a U.S.
missile struck a vehicle full of passen-
gers, killing everyone, including a local
schoolteacher. He’d been with his cous-
in, the driver, who had picked up other
people as a normal fare ride. How were
the cousins to know that these people
were on the U.S. kill list? Children were
waiting in the classroom for two hours
the next morning before the news came
that their teacher, Ali, was dead. Now,
whenever teachers are late for class, stu-
dents at the school become terrified that
the U.S. may have killed them.

U.S. drones also undermine the legiti-
macy of America’s valuable allyin Yemen,
president Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi. In
August, Hadi visited the U.S., and while
meeting with CIA director John Brennan
a drone was fired into his hometown of
Abyan. The president’s return to Yemen
was followed by days of intensive drone
strikes across the country. Hadi then
publicly defended the drone strikes—all
of which made him look like more of an
American stooge than a man of his peo-
ple. Hadi is already in an uphill battle to
prove himself to Yemenis, as regional

and Western powers had selected him
as the only name on the ballot to replace
former President Ali Abdulla Saleh.

There are also economic consequences
for drone strikes. For example, the same
month that Hadi was in the U.S., the
Yemeni government announced that it
qualified 18 international oil companies
to bid on 20 onshore exploration blocks,
mostly in the provinces of Hadramout
and Marib, which hold more than 85
percent of the country’s oil reserves.

Hadramout and Marib also happen to
be the sites of regular U.S. strikes that
targeted not only suspected Islamic mili-
tants but also powerful local leaders, in-
cluding a prominent religious cleric who
preached against Al-Qaeda and many ci-
vilians. This has had locals increasingly
protesting against U.S. drones and the
central government’s complicity. This
also exacerbates pre-existing tensions in
Hadramout, where many Yemenis have
long sought autonomy from Sana’a.

In such an environment, it is unclear
how oil companies would mitigate the
risk of their staff and operations being
held hostage to angry locals after anoth-
er drone strike.

While the U.S. is the largest donor of
humanitarian aid to Yemen, Washing-
ton has done an excellent job of having
itself perceived as the enemy of the Ye-
meni people while helping Al-Qaeda in
ways Al-Qaeda could never have dreamt
of itself.

Farea Al Muslimi is a Yemeni activist
and writer.

Say yes to the homeland

Mohammed Al-Khulaqi

ollowing the mass anti-
government rallies in Had-
ramout on Dec. 20, the
question that keeps nagging
me and several others is why
the rallies were so wide-reaching and
are now a major topic of discussion?

The answer is: because it’s Had-
ramout.

Some have tried to jump on the band
wagon. The Southern Movement (Hi-
rak) tried to turn the day into a rally
call for the South, but the day was re-
ally about Hadramout, a real Hadrami
day.

The mass rallies in Hadramout were
a reflection of a governorate that in
many ways operates as its own state.

There are thousands of Hadramis
living outside the governorate, around
the world. They still have strong ties
to Hadramout, using the Arabic dialect
associated with the area. Many hailing
from the governorate have achieved
great commercial and scientific suc-
cess in the countries where they now
reside.

“The history of the people of Had-
ramout, and their real glory is outside
of Hadramout,” said a well-known
sheik from Hadramout, Shakib Arslan,
known as Amir Al-Bayan.

But there are those that are stealing
the spotlight from Hadramout. They
are trying to use the unrest in Had-
ramout to further the agenda of the
Southern Movement. The Southern
Movement and Hadramout have very
different goals.

While factions of the Southern Move-
ment continue to push for secession in
the South, in Hadramout there are a
variety of opinions about the future of
the governorate. Many tribes support

a unified Yemen, but one that provides
them more autonomy and local deci-
sion-making power.

There are those that think Had-
ramout should be its own independent
state. Of course, there are also those
that lump Hadramout with the South
and are pushing for its independence
from the North.

So, who is right?

We are like the people in the image
above. One says the number is nine,
and the other says it’s six. Both are
right, but each one should understand
the other’s perspective.

Unfortunately, the Southern Move-
ment is having a hard time doing that
and is currently out powering other

voices. They say those that are for uni-
ty, are betrayers, spies and should be
ignored.

The Southern Movement is using
money to create block roads in Aden
and provoke soldiers, practices they say
they condemn.

The Southern Movement talks about
building an open state and free democ-
racy but simultaneously prevents oth-
ers from voicing their opinions. Should
the Southern Movement have the ulti-
mate voice?

The Southern Movement has legiti-
mate demands, buy why has the issue
been turned into a case where it’s either
me or you? Why can't it be us, as part-
ners in the homeland, making decisions

that benefit everyone?

Open your hearts to the homeland!
We are one. There are millions of
Southerners residing in the North. If
the country separates, will we tell them
to return to the South? There are just
as many Northerners in Southern gov-
ernorates. Who is and is not a South-
erner?

These questions are not easy ones.
The only answer is to put faith in our
dialogue and accept its outcomes,
which will hopefully keep the home-
land in mind.

Mohammed Al-Khulaqi is a business
owner in Hadramout.
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Combining laughter with lessons

Puppet troupe uses comedy to convey messages to children

Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom
hildren squeal with

laughter as the hand-
made puppets in front
of them narrate a pop-
ular Yemeni folk tale.
At the headquarters of the Child-
hood Forum for Development in
Sana’a’s, a non-profit that supports
extracurricular activities for chil-
dren, the two-year-old Thra’a Team
for Puppet Theater put on one of
their shows designed to build life
skillsand deal with difficult situa-
tions in a light-hearted manner.
The interactive shows touch on
issues affecting children includ-
ing the tough ones: early marriage,
sexual abuse and child labor. They
also teach about such life skills as
first aid.
When one of the puppet charac-

ters finds himself with a cut foot
and isn’t sure what to do, the pup-
peteers solicit their young audience
for solutions. The children brain-
storm together and then shout out
how the puppet should proceed.
They tell him to tell an adult, make
sure the cut is cleaned thoroughly
and wrapped in a bandage.

“I'm very happy being here to-
day watching the puppets in person
rather than on TV,” said 10-year-old
audience member, Ahlam Saeed.

In its short existence, the small
troupe of puppeteers has made a
name for itself and they are recruit-
ing others to join their creative en-
deavors.

Founded by 20-year-old Sadam
Al-Adlah, the idea for the troupe
was born after a trip the young man
took to Egypt, where he studied the
art of puppet making.

“I had already read about and

A visitor from Egypt learns mask-making techniques from the

Thra’a team

CENTER
OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

CSO-MU Background

role in the upcoming critical period.

Vacant Positions:

Job Vacancy

Girls participating in a Thra’a workshop at the Childhood Forum for Development show off the puppets they made out of

recyclable materials

tried to make puppets before I went
to Egypt, but my experience and
skills were honed there,” Al-Adlah
said. “I learned a lot in terms of
making puppets and how to stage
plays.”

The Thra'a team has grown to
eight members, four girls and four
boys, ranging in age from 16 to 25.

The team has travelled to Sana’a,
Taiz and Aden governorates to per-
form, and they also hold workshops
to teach children how to make their

In January 2012, the Center of Business Administration (CBA) established the Civil Society Organizations Management
Unit (CSO-MU) in partnership with Responsive Governance Project, USAID. The main purpose of this partnership is
to strengthen the Yemeni civil society by bridging the information and credibility gap exists between the donors and
recipient organizations. CSO-MU in CBA has also extended the CSO-MU module to a unit within Aden University with
the purpose of expanding the coverage to nearby governorates. The capacity building of targeted CSOs will guarantee
their sustainability and accountability to ultimately help them function effectively and enable them to play their legitimate

Please send your CV and copies of main certificates to the email corresponding the job title of your selection. Please
select only one of the below vacancies. CV's sent to more than one email will be disregarded.

# Job Titles City Email

1 Project Manager Sana’a cba.pm.sanaa@gmail.com
2 Coordinator Sana’a cba.co.sanaa@gmail.com
3 Coordinator Aden cba.co.aden@gmail.com
4 | Accountant Sana’a cba.ac.sanaa@gmail.com
5 | Accountant Aden cba.ac.aden@gmail.com
6 Administrative Assistant Sana’a cba.aa.sanaa@gmail.com
7 Administrative Assistant Aden cba.aa.aden@gmail.com
8 Procurement Sana’a cba.p.sanaa@gmail.com
9 Procurement Aden cba.p.aden@gmail.com
10 | Grant Office Sana’a cba.go.sanaa@gmail.com
11 | Grant Office Aden cba.p.aden@gmail.com
12 | Secretary Aden cba.s.aden@gmail.com

Deadline for applications is January 15, 2014.
For the job descriptions and more details please visit:

www.yemjob.com

own puppets.

When the team approached Amal
Al-Mjeedi, the director of the Child-
hood Forum for Development,
about giving them a regular perfor-
mance time slot, she welcomed the
idea.

“We are always trying to come
up with creative ideas to involve as
many children as possible in activi-
ties,” she said.

For troupe member Ahmed Al-
Balasi, becoming a puppeteer has
allowed him to not only connect
with children but also to instill mes-
sages he wishes he would have been
taught as a child.

Members of the group have also
had to challenge themselves. Most
recently, they took their show to the
Arhab district, about 10 miles north
of Sana’a. The Arhab area is known
for tribal warfare and sporadic
clashes between tribesmen and the
state’s army.

“I hesitated several times before
finally deciding to go there,” said
Hadeel Al-Jawzi, another puppe-
teer. The 20-year-old says she had
concerns about her safety in Arhab.
However Al-Jawzi says her “fears
were totally groundless,” and all her
stereotypes about the area were dis-
pelled.

“We were warmly welcomed by
locals who opened their houses and
the school for us to stay in and per-
form at,” she said.

The group, like many young art-
ists’ collectives, struggles with fund-
ing. While they would like a local
NGO to eventually sponsor them,
for now they depend on partner or-
ganizations in Egypt, Bahrain, Tu-
nis and Lebanon to provide them
with ongoing training and technical

support.

Most recently the troupe had to
pass up an opportunity to go to Tu-
nisia for a conference because they
couldn’t afford the airfare.

Sana'a British School
No.18, 5t. 21{off Nouakchott 5t.)
Telephone : (967-1) 203 950 - Fax : (967-1 ) 206 134

Email: inistrator@sbsy com

But, the group says, funding or
not, they will continue to perform.

“I feel absolutely ecstatic when I
finish performing and get a stand-
ing ovation,” said Al-Balasi.
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job vacancy

The Blue Bird Aviation Yemen Company announces vacancies for
Flight Attendants (air host or air hostess).

Applicant requirements:

1. Holds a license issued by the Yemen CAMA
2. Fluent in spoken and written English

3. Under 40 years of age

To apply for the above job, email your CV to this address:

jobs@bbaye.com
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Radio®

ROM THE AIRWAVES

Article 19 is a weekly awareness broadcast on Radio Yemen Times that tackles some of Yemen’s
toughest issues: those related to the right to freedom of opinion and expression as defined in Article
19 of the International Declaration of Human Rights.

The program airs on Radio Yemen Times, 88.8 FM, on Wednesdays at 8 p.m.
and is rebroadcast on Saturdays at 11 a.m.
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The right to peaceful
demonstrations and gatherings

This week, the Article 19 radio program delved into themes relating to the international right to peaceful
demonstrations and gatherings as outlined in Article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Via these documents, globally, citi-
zens are guaranteed the right to peacefully gather as long as demonstrations do not put national security
or public health at risk.

The program’s guest this week, Ahmed Arman, a lawyer with the National Organization for Defend-
ing Rights and Freedoms, know as HOOD, and Dr. Ghada Al-Bukhaiti, a professor at the Medicine College
of Sana’a University, discussed how the right to gather and demonstrate plays out in Yemen and the ways
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that people can go about exercising that right.

On the definition of a peaceful gathering:

Arman: “Peaceful gatherings are often only un-
derstood in the context of protests, demonstrations
and sit-ins. However, the right guarantees individu-
als the ability to establish political parties, civil so-
ciety organizations, charitable organizations, etc.
This right covers the right to protest to call for de-
mands, but the law stipulates that these gatherings
must not incite hatred, violence, murder or killings.

Al-Bukhaiti: “We exercised this right via the ‘Bas’
Movement, an Arabic term that means ‘enough.’ It
was a peaceful gathering for Yemeni doctors and
youth who wanted [to shed light on] the heinous at-
tack on the Defense Ministry’s hospital.”

On the legality of peaceful gatherings:

Arman: “Any group of people has the right to pro-
test. Groups do not need permission to establish
themselves.”

On the role human rights play at peaceful
gatherings:

Arman: “The lack of law enforcement in Yemen
is a deep-rooted problem. Because of a lack of
awareness of the state’s function, civil society or-
ganizations must step in for the state and defend
human rights.”

On community awareness of such rights,
including the right to the freedom of ex-
pression during peaceful gatherings:

Arman: “There are problems in Yemen due
to a lack of overall awareness, the absence of
law enforcement and a weak education sys-
tem. The basics of human rights are not taught
in schools. [If they were taught in schools, peo-

Amran:
Any group of people
has the right to pro-
test. Groups do not
need permission to

-Bukhaiti:
The problem is that
a person’s partisan
affiliation often
trumps one’s
commitment to
human rights.

ple would be more likely to take civil action.]
The state should involve the community [more].”

Al-Bukhiti: “We need more positive role models
because Yemeni society tends to [be overly influ-
enced] by tribes and the military.”

On the politicization of peaceful gather-
ings:

Arman: “When a person joins a political party, that
party is entitled to defend its members and their
rights through peaceful gatherings.”

Al-Bukhaiti: “Partisan affiliation is a good thing in
communities. However, the horizon of partisan af-
filiation in Yemen is narrow and unions are often
divided because of partisan affiliation.”

Arman: “The problem isn’t in the political affiliation
of gatherings or unions, but rather lies in the ap-
plication of personal, partisan policies that play out
in these gatherings or institutions.”

Al-Bukhaiti: “The problem is that a person’s par-
tisan affiliation often trumps one’s commitment to
human rights. The usual goal of a peaceful gather-
ing is to bring attention to human, intellectual or
political issues that are important to communities.
[The goal is] to apply pressure on those in authority
to get them to negotiate with the people and meet
their demands.”

On the state’s role in suppressing peace-
ful gatherings:

Arman: “The state doesn’t have the right, in any

3 way, to suppress a demonstration, a sit-in or a po-
eStathh litical gathering as long as there is an adherence to
themselves peaceful [guidelines].”

YOUR TURN

Callers, Facebook followers and persons on the street have their say

0,

< “Yemen is locked in violence due to a lack of law
enforcement and because of an ineffective judi-
ciary. Society, as a whole, is not aware of human
rights,” said Ahmed Arman.

% “The problem is that the Ministry of Human
Rights and civil society organizations do not ed-
ucate people about how to demand their rights,”
said Ali Abdulla. “A protest, where people are
asking for certain rights, can begin peacefully
but turn violent. This happens because of a lack
of awareness on society’s part.”

0,
£X3

“Everyone has the right to peacefully gather,
but there are restrictions, including keeping
the public’s interest in mind,” said Ali Hassn

Hazazi. “While protesting, protestors should not
do things like damage shopping centers and
roads or smash glass and burn tires.”

0,

« “The state does not have the right to use any
means at their disposal to disperse a peaceful
protest,” said Saleem Alaw. “Clamping down on
a peaceful protest is an international crime, and
culprits should stand trial.”

“ “Everyone has the right to peacefully gather to
express their opinions,” said Abdulfatah Al-
Kuhlani. “However, protests should be conduct-
ed in a civilized manner so that others’ interests
are not hurt, institutions are not shuttered and
roads are not blocked.”
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On the trail of migrant smugglers

Kristy Siegfried
Irinnews.org
First Published Jan. 7

hen the corpses of
migrants are dis-
covered in the des-
ert, floating at sea,
or in airless con-
tainer trucks, the official response
often includes calls to take action

Migrants form queues to be counted by their smuggler prior to
being transported by boat from Obock to Yemen.

against the smugglers. Following
the deaths of over 300 migrants who
drowned trying to cross the Medi-
terranean in October 2013, for ex-
ample, Italy’s integration minister,
Cecile Kyenge, declared, “Behind
these tragedies...there are human
traffickers who are enriching them-
selves on the backs of people who are
fleeing war and hunger,” and urged
increased patrols to target people
smugglers.

Statements like Kyenge’s reflect
the widely held perception that “hu-
man trafficker” and “people smug-
gler” can be used interchangeably to
describe shadowy criminal networks
preying on desperate and naive peo-
ple. The small number of research-
ers worldwide who study migrant
smuggling say the truth is often less
malevolent and more complex.

To begin with, smugglers—unlike
traffickers—provide a service that
migrants willingly pay for. The defi-
nition provided by the Smuggling of
Migrants Protocol, which forms part
of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized
Crime, says that service must involve
helping someone to gain illegal entry
to another country in return for “fi-
nancial or other material benefit.”
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The demand for such services
has increased as states around the
world have shored up their borders
over the last 10 to 15 years, making it
more difficult for would-be migrants
and asylum seekers to enter coun-
tries legally.

In a statement released on Inter-
national Migrants Day (Dec. 18), the
International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM) pointed to the “direct
link between tighter border controls
and increases in people smuggling”,
which it described as a $35-billion-
a-year business.

Noting that at least 2,360 mi-
grants had died trying to cross bor-
ders clandestinely in 2013—the
deadliest year on record—IOM sug-
gested that unless the international
community takes decisive action to
address the causes of irregular mi-
gration, “more migrant lives will be
lost at the hands of people smugglers
and traffickers.”

Smugglers as protectors?
Gabriella Sanchez, a social and cul-
tural anthropologist who has re-
searched migrant smuggling in a
number of countries, disputes the
notion that migrants who use smug-
glers run a greater risk. “Most people
who die crossing borders die pro-
ceeding on their own,” she told IRIN
on the phone from the Border Cross-
ing Observatory, a research center
at Monash University in Melbourne,
Australia. “Most people die because
of exposure to the elements, not be-
cause of violence.”

She says migrants typically think
of smugglers as “mechanisms of
protection”, who can increase their
chances of crossing a border suc-
cessfully. “Of course, there’s going to
be alevel of risk, but people calculate
their risk...Migrants and refugees
are not ignorant or gullible.”

The level of risk migrants are
exposed to often depends on how
much money they can afford to
spend. Those who can buy plane
tickets, pay for forged visas and
passports, and bribes for customs
and immigration officers, are much
more likely to reach their destina-
tion safely. Migrants who use longer
land and sea routes, travelling with
different smugglers who may or may
not be linked to one another—what
the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) describes as a “pay-as-
you-go” package—run the highest
risk of being stranded or exposed to
abuse.

More abuse by smugglers
Routes from West and East Africa to
Europe, and from the Horn of Africa
to the Middle East, with their treach-
erous sea and desert crossings, have
become even more dangerous in re-
cent years. Smugglers have increas-
ingly taken to extorting more than
the agreed upon sum from migrants,
often by means of holding them cap-
tive along the way or even at their
destination, and forcing them to
phone relatives to ask for money
under threat of torture. Reports of
such abuses, which blur the line
between smuggling and trafficking,
have emerged from Sudan, Yemen,
Egypt’s Sinai desert and Libya.

“What’s happening now is un-
precedented,” says Yitna Getachew,
a regional thematic specialist with
IOM’s East and Southern Africa of-
fice in Pretoria, South Africa. “Up
until recently, you didn’t see abuse
of migrants by smugglers. It’s a busi-
ness and they have reputations to
think of.”

Christopher Horwood, coordina-
tor of the Regional Mixed Migration
Secretariat (RMMS) which pub-
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lished a report in June 2013 on mi-
grant smuggling between the Horn
of Africa and Yemen, speculated that
the large numbers of migrants from
Eritrea and Ethiopia have pushed up
demand for smugglers’ services, and
also the temptation to extort ever
larger sums of money. “In the case of
Ethiopians and Eritreans, the sums
are so large it’s become irresistible,”
he told IRIN.

Migrants who experience the high-
est levels of violence are those who
travel “without smuggling referenc-
es”, Sanchez says. “Most people trav-
el with smugglers who are known to
them and recommended by others.”

However, on the long “pay-as-
you-go” routes, such as the one from
Eritrea to Israel or from Somalia to
South Africa, migrants generally
only know the smugglers who take
them on the first leg of their journey.
Thereafter, they may travel alone for
part of the way or be passed from
one smuggler to another through
what Horwood describes as “infor-
mal chains” or “loose alliances” that
differ from the more organized net-
works typical of human trafficking.

Obstacles to prosecution

The extent to which abuse by smug-
glers occurs, even on the most noto-
riously dangerous routes, is unclear.
“Most stories you hear are the stories
of the people who had a bad experi-
ence with a smuggler. You don’t tend
to hear the stories of the people who
didn’t experience abuse,” said San-
chez, who argued that the majority
of migrants do not experience abuse
at the hands of smugglers.

Those migrants who do experi-
ence abuse rarely report it, particu-
larly if they have reached their des-
tination and are trying to steer clear
of the authorities. The lack of formal
complaints by migrants has added to
the difficulties of prosecuting smug-
glers, who can be difficult even to
identify.

“Unlike trafficking, smuggling
isn’t done by professionals, it’s done
by people who have other jobs. These
aren’t arch-criminals, but people
who are making money on the side,”
said Khalid Koser, deputy director of
the Geneva Centre for Security Poli-
¢y, who has done extensive research
on migrant smuggling.

“There’s no profile for a smuggler,”
agreed Sanchez. “The smugglers I in-
terviewed in Arizona [near the U.S.
border with Mexico] were teenag-
ers who guided people through the
desert... you have a single mother of
three who was housing people over-
night and...grandmothers feeding
people.” Migrants may also assist by
cooking at a safe house, steering a
boat or driving a vehicle in return for
a lower fee. This sometimes results
in their arrest for smuggling.

Migrants criminalized

“The determination of who is a
smuggler is quite problematic. We
think about smuggling as becoming
more organized and structured, but
what we’re actually seeing is how the
risk is being transferred onto the mi-
grants and refugees,” said Sanchez.
“Most of the people who are pros-
ecuted for smuggling are migrants

Manpower

themselves.”

Even countries that are signato-
ries to the Smuggling Protocol often
have no specific legislation to target
people-smuggling. Samantha Mun-
deta, a regional legal adviser with
UNODC’s Southern Africa office,
noted that most countries in her re-
gion rely on immigration laws that
“tend not to get to the bottom of the
crime [smuggling] and the people
who perpetuate it”, and which are
more often used to criminalize mi-
grants.

“There’s no attempt to go after
the smugglers, it’s all about irregu-
lar entry by the migrants,” agreed
Getachew of IOM, who says the
lack of capacity and resources in lo-
cal law enforcement authorities has
also hampered efforts to investigate
smuggling.

UNODC has set up a voluntary
reporting system in Asia that allows
countries in the region to collect and
share data on smuggling trends and
networks. In eastern and southern
Africa there is no such system, and
“weak coordination regionally on
these issues”, said Mundeta.

The role of corruption in facilitat-
ing almost every stage of a smuggling
operation presents another major
obstacle. In a paper published re-
cently by UNODC, the authors note
that “Migrant smuggling could not
occur on the large scale that it so of-
ten does without collusion between
corrupt officials and criminals.”

Smugglers are often able to bribe
their way out of trouble, and the
combination of corruption and light
penalties for the small number of
smugglers who are prosecuted has
made it “a very attractive activity”
for criminals, commented Horwood.

Allowing mobility

Several researchers IRIN spoke
to suggested that the most effec-
tive deterrent to smuggling may be
fewer border controls, not more.
“Countries tend to focus on border
security, and that doesn’t seem to
work,” said Koser. “The unintended
consequence of more restrictive im-
migration policy is more illegal mi-
gration.”

In the West Africa region, where a
protocol on freedom of movement al-
lows people living in member states
to travel within the region with-
out visas, there is little demand for
smugglers. “Smuggling can’t operate
without restrictions,” said Horwood.

“We need to look at visas and
passports, we don’t need to look at
any more criminalization or deter-
rents,” said Sanchez. “We need to
look at mechanisms that are going to
facilitate mobility.”

However, the political sensitivities
that inform debates about irregular
migration around the world make it
unlikely that such mechanisms will
be introduced in the near future. As
long as public sentiment remains
anti-immigration, governments will
continue to make it more difficult
for migrants to enter their countries
legally, perpetuating the demand for
smugglers.

Republished with permission from
IRIN.
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