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‘Rescue Campaign’ to 

call for new Cabinet 

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 13—The independent 
youth movement announced on 
Tuesday that they will launch an 
initiative they are calling the “Res-
cue Campaign.” 

The Rescue Campaign’s goal is 
to pressure President Abdu Man-
sour	
�    Hadi	
�    to	
�    reshuffle	
�    the	
�    Cabinet.	
�    
The youth group is calling for the 
resignation of all current minis-
ters, including the prime minister, 
Mohammed Salem Basindwa. The 
youth campaign is similar to one 
that contributed to the ouster of 
Egyptian President Mohammed 
Morsi in June 2012.   

On Monday, security forces were 
heavily deployed on the streets 
of Sana’a in preparation for mass 
protests that could result from the 
campaign.  National Dialogue Con-
ference (NDC) leadership called on 
citizens to resist calls to join the 
protests on Tuesday. 

In addition to calling for the 
government	
�     reshuffle,	
�     NDC	
�     rep-
resentatives believe the students 
may also cause problems for the 
Southern Issue Solution Docu-
ment,	
�    which	
�    was	
�    finally	
�    signed	
�    off	
�    
on last week.  

The date of the campaign is 
symbolic, explains Abduljalil Al-
Yateem, the head of the move-
ment. Tuesday’s date,  Jan. 14, is 
40 days after the Dec. 5 attack on 
the Defense Ministry that left more 
than 50 dead and more than 200 
wounded. 

The campaign’s organizers are 
using the attack on the Defense 
Ministry to mobilize people against 
the government because of what 
they see as the state’s failure to pro-
tect the compound, supposedly one 
of the most tightly-guarded build-
ings in the country. By extension,  
some feel that the government has 
failed to protect its people.

Although some have accused the 
General People’s Congress—former 
President Ali Abdulla Saleh’s polit-
ical party—of supporting the cam-
paign, the GPC issued a statement 
on Friday denying any support for 
the Independent Youth’s planned 
initiative. 

“The GPC and the National Co-

alition Parties do not have any-
thing to do with the campaign; 
rather it hopes the organizers will 
take the current situation into con-
sideration and cancel it,” the state-
ment read.  

“We are against this campaign 
and will not join it, as we said in 
our statement,” said Sinan Al-Aji, a 
GPC member of Parliament. 

Also opposed to the youth initia-
tive is the GPC’s main opposition, 
the Joint Meeting Parties (JMP), 
who control half of the current gov-
ernment.  

The JMPs’ Supreme Council met 
on Friday and issued a statement 
in support of the government, call-
ing on the state to maintain secu-
rity and oppose any acts that would 
aim to create disorder in Yemen. 

Despite their critics, Al-Yateem 
said everything is going ahead as 
planned.

“The youth will take to the streets 
as independent youth and will not 
represent any political party,” he 
said, adding that demonstrations 
will take place at several locations 
in Yemen.  

Some media outlets have report-
ed that the Revolution Salvation 
Front, established after the signing 
of the Gulf Initiative, supports the 
campaign and will join it. Howev-
er, Ahmed Saif Hashed, head of the 
front, denied these rumors.

Religious school 

students given four days 

to leave

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan.13—Non-local resi-
dents of Dammaj in Sa’ada gov-
ernorate are packing their bags 
following the signing of an agree-
ment on Saturday between the two 
parties	
�    engulfed	
�     in	
�    conflict	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
area—the	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    the	
�    Salafis.	
�    
The Houthis, a group of Zaidi Shi-
ites who control Sa’ada, and the 
Salafis,	
�    conservative	
�    Sunnis,	
�    have	
�    
been	
�     fighting	
�     since	
�     late	
�     October,	
�    
leaving dozens dead and hundreds 
injured, according to various esti-
mates.   

The agreement, negotiated by a 
presidential committee, stipulates 
the evacuation of all students from 
Dammaj who are not originally 
from the city, even if they are Ye-
meni. In practice, this means that 
Salafi	
�     students	
�     who	
�     have	
�     been	
�    
studying at the Dar Al-Hadeeth re-
ligious school must leave Dammaj 
by Wednesday, a four-day dead-
line. Locals say the students will 
be moved to Hodeida governorate. 

A local in Dammaj, Mohammed 
Al-Wadie, said the students are 
adhering to the agreement but are 
not happy about it. 

“There are around 200 fami-
lies—more than 8,000 individ-
uals—hoping for appropriate re-
dress from the government,” he 
said. “I think no one will remain 
in Dammaj, because these people 
want to live in peace.”
A	
�     spokesperson	
�     for	
�     Salafi	
�     citi-

zens in Dammaj, Sroor Al-Wadie, 
said the government-brokered 
deal	
�    was	
�    not	
�    fair	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Salafis.
	
�     “After	
�     three	
�     months	
�     of	
�     fight-

ing, we were hoping that President 

[Abdu Rabu Mansour] Hadi would 
stop the war in Dammaj and pun-
ish the Houthis, but we were 
shocked that he rewarded them by 
delivering Dammaj to them.”

“The people leaving Dammaj 
will leave everything they have 
behind. President Hadi should be 
held accountable for this inappro-
priate solution,” he added. 

A copy of the signed agree-
ment	
�    between	
�     the	
�    Salafis	
�    and	
�     the	
�    
Houthis was published on several 
news	
�     websites.	
�     The	
�     first	
�     point	
�     of	
�    
the agreement called for a cease-
fire	
�     between	
�     both	
�     parties	
�     and	
�     an	
�    
end to the siege of Dammaj. 

The manager of the Dar Al-Ha-
deeth school, Yahia Al-Hajori, who 
is also cooperating with the agree-
ment, is critical of it.  He said that 

the presidential committee should 
guarantee compensation for costs 
associated with moving to Ho-
deida. He also asked for a guaran-
tee from the committee that the 
Houthis will not follow them to the 
new area.

Meanwhile, a Houthi represen-
tative to the National Dialogue 
Conference (NDC), Ali Al-Bukhai-
ti, said, that he is pleased with the 
agreement.

“Those who are armed should 
leave Dammaj so that it can once 
again be a peaceful area. The gov-
ernment will control Dammaj and 
also control Dar Al-Hadeeth. Dar 
Al-Hadeeth will be able to contin-
ue its work.” That is, the religious 
school will continue to function, 
but with a local student popula-

tion, free of outsiders, he said.  
Many, including political analyst 

Nabeel Al-Sharjabi, say the agree-
ment appears to have favored one 
party over the other. 
	
�    “The	
�    evacuation	
�    of	
�    Salafis	
�    from	
�    

Dammaj should be considered a 
setback	
�     not	
�     just	
�     for	
�     Salafis,	
�     but	
�    
also for the government because 
it showed itself to be powerless to 
do	
�    anything	
�    to	
�    resolve	
�    this	
�    conflict	
�    
other	
�     than	
�     evacuate	
�     Salafis	
�     from	
�    
Dammaj in order to resolve this 
conflict,”	
�    Al-Sharjabi	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

Sharjabi believes the Houthis 
were given the upper hand by the 
government in this agreement. 

“I consider this a very dangerous 
thing.	
�     It	
�     is	
�     the	
�    first	
�     step	
�     toward	
�    a	
�    
division of the country along sec-
tarian lines,” he said.
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Non-local	
�   Salafis	
�   evicted	
�   from	
�   Dammaj

It’s	
�   time	
�   for	
�   a	
�   
government	
�   
reshuffle,	
�   youth	
�   
movement	
�   says

Joy to the world!  
Tens of thousands of Zaidi Shiites gathered on Monday at Al-Thowra stadium in Sana’a to commemorate the 
birthday of the Prophet Mohammed. In the photograph, a man holds up Arabic text that reads, “At thy service, 
O Messenger of Allah.”  Read more on Page 8 (Photo by Ali Abulohoom) 

Dar Al-Hadeeth religious school students not originally from Dammaj are being forced to 

leave. They are being relocated to Hodeida governorate. The school’s director, Yahia Al-Hajori, 

is originally from the Hodeida area.
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Tribal federation 

defends recent clashes 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, Jan. 13—Armed tribesmen 
continue to attack government in-
stitutions and facilities throughout 
Hadramout governorate, demand-
ing the immediate evacuation of 
state-military forces from the area. 
The Hadramout Tribal Federation, 
a powerful alliance of tribal lead-
ers, previously said they would re-
place the military forces with local 
security personnel.  

“Sporadic clashes are taking 
place in several districts of Had-
ramout such as Al-Shihr, Mukalla 
and Ghail Bin Yameen,” said Hadba 
Al-Yazidi, a journalist based in Mu-
kalla. “Residents are afraid of re-
newed clashes.”

Three soldiers were killed and 
six others wounded on Saturday in 

clashes between tribesmen and sol-
diers assigned to protect oil compa-
nies located in the Al-Masila area, 
according to the press secretary for 
the interior minister, Mohammed 
Al-Mowri.  

The Hadramout Tribal Federa-
tion released a statement late Satur-
day saying, “The military attacked 
the tribesmen, and they defended 
themselves. The army’s attack on 
the areas of Hadramout entitles the 
residents of these areas to defend 
themselves.” 
While	
�    officials	
�    counter	
�    the	
�    claims	
�    

that	
�    they	
�    attacked	
�    first,	
�    Saleh	
�    Mol-
la, a spokesperson for the Tribal 
Federation, said, “The tribesmen 
are nomadic Bedouins from the 
Hemari area and were moving 
from one area into another when 
the military attacked them.”

The Hadramout Tribal Federa-
tion made demands of the central 
government at the beginning of 
December. They threatened retali-
ation if the state did not remove its 
military presence in the governor-

ate, ensure that jobs at area oil 
companies were allocated for locals 
and that those responsible for the 
shooting	
�    of	
�    an	
�    influential	
�    sheikh	
�    at	
�    
a checkpoint outside of Sayoun city 
be brought to trial. 

The government, under President 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi’s leader-
ship, agreed to meet the demands 
but gradually.  Since Dec. 20, the 
deadline the tribes gave for the 
government to respond, sporadic 
clashes between state forces and 
locals have broken out across the 
governorate.  

Meanwhile, on Saturday, seven 
prisoners and a gunman were in-
jured when armed men attacked 
the Central Prison in Mukalla, ac-
cording to the prison’s administra-
tion 

The Tribal Federation has denied 
any connection to the attack and 
government	
�    officials,	
�    including	
�    the	
�    
security chief in Hadramout, have 
declined to speak to the press the 
incident.  

The director of the Central Pris-

on, Col. Hassan Ba-Alawi, said 
investigations are underway re-
garding the attack and that prison 
procedures have returned to nor-

mal. Three of the men who were 
injured were treated at an area hos-
pital and have now returned to the 
prison, Ba-Alawi said.  

“The clashes lasted for about an 
hour,” he added, saying that no 
prisoners	
�    escaped	
�    during	
�    the	
�    fight-
ing.

Negotiations to secure 

husband’s release 

ongoing  

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 13—South African 
national Yolande Korkie, who was 
abducted along with her husband 
Pierre by gunmen in Taiz more 
than seven months ago, left Yemen 
late Saturday for Dubai en route to 
her homeland after being released 
on Friday.
   She left the country in the com-
pany of the non-resident South Af-
rican ambassador to Yemen. 

Negotiations are ongoing to se-
cure Pierre’s release, who is still 
in custody. The Gift of the Givers 
Foundation’s Yemeni branch is ne-
gotiating with the kidnappers via 
tribal mediators and expect to se-
cure the husband’s release by Tues-
day. The Gift of the Givers Founda-
tion is a South African charity. 

The head of the foundation in 
South Africa, Imtiaz Sooliman, told 
African media outlets on Friday 
that Yolande was released without 
ransom following four days of ne-
gotiations. According to Sooliman, 
the	
�     unidentified	
�     kidnappers	
�     are	
�    
asking for $2 million for Pierre’s 
release. 

Sooliman said that Anas Al-
Hamati, the head of the founda-
tion’s Yemen branch, had spent 
several months searching for the 

couple.	
�     After	
�     confirming	
�     the	
�     cou-
ple’s whereabouts last week, Al-
Hamati was able to convince the 
kidnappers that Yolande’s family 
could not afford a ransom and that 
the South African government does 
not such sums, Sooliman said.  

 Fearing that it might adversely 
affect negotiations for the release of 
the husband, Al-Hamati declined 
to	
�    provide	
�     any	
�     specifics	
�     about	
�     the	
�    
kidnappers.

The South African couple had 
been living and working in Yemen 
for four years. The husband taught 
English at a private institute in 
Taiz, and the wife worked as a 
nurse with a charity organization 
in the governorate.

According to Al-Hamati, Yolande 
was in good health when she was 
handed over to security authorities 
in Sana’a. 

Al-Hamati credited tribal 
sheikhs in Abyan governorate with 
helping secure the couple’s release. 
While	
�    there	
�    has	
�    been	
�    no	
�    official	
�    

confirmation,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    believed	
�    that	
�    the	
�    
kidnappers	
�    may	
�    be	
�     affiliated	
�    with	
�    
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP).  

“Armed militants exist in remote 
areas that are out of reach of secu-
rity forces,” said Ali Aida, a spokes-
person for a popular committee in 
Abyan, which were established to 
support the army against Al-Qae-
da militants in the governorate. 
“They use these isolated places to 
hold hostages from other gover-
norates.”

Armed militants have many  sup-

porters in other governorates that 
cooperate with them to facilitate 
kidnappings, he said.   

Given the overall security vacu-
um in the country, Saeed Al-Jam-
hi, a researcher who specializes in 
Islamic groups, says the kidnap-
ping of foreigners is relatively easy 
to carry out.  

 “In the past, kidnappers wanted 
to pressure the government to re-
lease family members from prison. 
However, the purpose of kidnap-
pings today is to get ransom mon-

ey,” Al-Jamhi said.  “Abduction has 
become a money-making strategy 
for Al-Qaeda.”

Last month, a Dutch couple who 
had been held since June returned 
to the Netherlands after being re-
leased to security forces in Sana’a. 
There	
�     has	
�     been	
�     no	
�     official	
�     state-
ment from either the Dutch or Ye-
meni governments on who was be-
hind the kidnapping, but one of the 
victims told media outlets before 
leaving the country that she didn’t 
believe Al-Qaeda was responsible.   

Representatives from 

the Houthis and the 

Yemeni Socialist and 

the Al-Haq Parties all 

state opposition 

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Jan. 13—The National 
Dialogue Conference’s (NDC) 
push to move ahead and imple-
ment agreements signed off in the 
Southern Issue Solution Docu-
ment last week, continues to face 
backlash from individuals in po-
litical parties.  

Though the majority of NDC 
representatives on Saturday voted 
in favor of a mandate that allows 
President Abdu Rabu Mansour 
Hadi to form a committee that 
will take over the decision-mak-
ing process regarding Yemen’s 
future number of regions in a fed-
eral state, several members of the 
Al-Haq Party, the Houthis and the 
Yemeni Socialist Party refrained 
from offering support. However, 
each of the three political parties 
had signatories on the Solution 
Document that stipulated the cre-
ation of the committee. 

Yasser Al-Ruaini, the deputy 
secretary general of the NDC, 

downplayed the opposition, say-
ing that “the voting procedure 
is just a formality, given all the 
political components at the NDC 
signed the Southern Issue Solu-
tion Document, giving the presi-
dent [power of] the mandate.”
The	
�    official	
�    website	
�    for	
�    the	
�    NDC	
�    

released a statement on Sunday.
“The majority of the NDC’s 

members agreed to authorize 
Hadi to form a committee to de-
termine the number of regions. 
The decision of this committee 
will go into effect. The commit-
tee will be responsible for study-
ing the six-region state option—
four in the North and two in the 
South—and the two-region state 
option. The committee will also 
study any other option in order to 
reach reconciliation.”

The Al-Haq Party issued a state-
ment on Sunday saying the voting 
session was chaotic. They said 
the disagreements that occurred 
while voting will inevitably lead 
to future rifts.  

Details regarding 

attack on military 

camp still trickling in 

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

 
SANA’A, Jan. 13—More than 150 
families were forced to abandon 
their homes in the city of Al-
Shihr in Hadramout governor-
ate	
�     this	
�     week	
�     after	
�     fierce	
�     fight-
ing erupted after armed men 
attempted to storm the Al-Olaie 
Military Camp on Sunday in the 
center of the Al-Shihr, according 
to local sources.

Nine soldiers, one child and 
one gunman reportedly died in 

the	
�     fighting,	
�     which	
�     took	
�     place	
�    
near a populated area, eyewit-
nesses said. Soldiers engaged in 
fighting	
�    with	
�    militants	
�    at	
�     check-
points in the area as well, secu-
rity	
�    officials	
�    said.	
�    	
�    

“The number of deaths is large 
on the soldiers’ side, but no one 
knows the exact number,” said  
Ahmed Omar Madi, Al-Shihr’s 
district manager. “Initial reports 
say there were nine deaths.”
According	
�     to	
�     Madi,	
�     the	
�     fight-

ing went on for about six hours, 
finally	
�    dieing	
�    down	
�    at	
�    8:30	
�    p.m.

“The soldiers used artillery, 
tanks and machine guns. Some 
nearby houses were destroyed 
and locals were displaced,” he 
said. 

Mohammed Al-Qahoom, one 

of the displaced residents, told 
the Yemen Times that the use 
of tanks and RPGs (rocket-pro-
pelled grenades) left residents 
with little choice but to abandon 
their homes and seek safety else-
where, typically with relatives.  

“We have never experienced 
such a [terrible] night before, so 
we decided to leave the area,” Al-
Qahoom said.

“Military vehicles are deployed 
heavily everywhere in the city and 
clashes are still ongoing,” he add-
ed.	
�    “We	
�    heard	
�    firing	
�    from	
�    heavy	
�    
weaponry and saw columns of 
smoke rising from several build-
ings. Two houses burned and sev-
eral others were damaged.”
Local	
�    officials	
�    say	
�    the	
�    gunmen	
�    

had	
�     a	
�     mixture	
�     of	
�     affiliations,.

Some are believed to be members 
of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP) and others from 
area tribes.  

Al-Qahoom said he heard 
“some gunmen repeating Al-
Qaeda	
�    slogans,”	
�    during	
�    the	
�    fight-
ing.   

Military reinforcements re-
portedly arrived late to the mili-
tary camp because of roadblocks 
the gunmen had set up.  

Hadramout’s security man-
ager was unable to be reached for 
comment on this story.   

In November, government 
forces laid siege on the city of Al-
Shihr in a campaign the state said 
targeted local militants. Dozens 
were reportedly killed during the 
campaign.

Hadramout unable to quell tribal unrest 

Female hostage from South Africa released, 

husband still in captivity

NDC general session 

approves presidential 

mandate, several object 

More than 150 families displaced, and nine soldiers killed 

in clashes in Hadramout 

Yolande	
�    Korkie	
�    (left)	
�    flew	
�    home	
�    to	
�    South	
�    Africa	
�    on	
�    Saturday	
�    
after negotiators secured her release.    

Smoke	
�    rises	
�    from	
�    the	
�    military	
�    camp	
�    near	
�    Al-Shihr’s	
�    downtown.
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Mohammed Al-Hassani

Fareed Al-Qubati, 75, 
tirelessly labors in his 
tiny laundry shop on 
Hadda Street, a main 
thoroughfare in the 

capital, Sana’a.
While globalized brands and 

wealth are seen all over this sec-
tion of town, Al-Qubati still earns a 
living the old-fashioned way, using 
an electric iron and a washing ma-
chine meant for household use. 

Al-Qubati, who has been in busi-
ness for 25 years and moved his 
business several times before set-
tling im Hadda nine years ago, be-
lieves his customer base seeks him 
out because his old India-made 
electric iron is healthier than other 
kinds of steam irons. 

“My way is better at killing germs 
because the iron I use is hotter than 
irons used in steam laundries. [My 

small iron] can also reach every 
corner of a garment,” he said.  

“I receive 100 to 150 items of 
clothing per day from people such 
as college students, engineers and 
employees,” he said. He gets more 
work, he adds, right before the holi-
days.

Unlike other laundries with large 
washing machines that wash a lot 
of different people’s clothes all to-
gether, Al-Qubati washes each cus-
tomer’s clothes separately, even if it 
is only one single item. Al-Qubati is 
proud of his work.

Prices of washing and ironing in 
Al-Qubati’s small laundry are about 
the same as at other steam laun-
dries, and sometimes, even less. 

“I wash and iron one article 
of clothing for YR100 [about 50 
cents],” the shopkeeper said.  

Others recognize Al-Qubati’s un-
wavering popularity.  Adel Al-Dha-
biani, the owner of a laundry store 
located near Al-Qubati’s shop, said 

that Al-Qubati has many customers 
despite his outdated methods.

“His masterful ironing is prob-
ably attractive to customers,” Al-
Dhabiani said.

 But Al-Dhabiani knows that in an 
increasingly technology-dependent 
world,	
�     consumers	
�     value	
�     efficiency,	
�    
something Al-Qubati lacks.

A modern laundry can iron eight 
items	
�    in	
�    five	
�    minutes.	
�    One	
�    individ-
ual can barely iron two shirts in the 
same amount of time, Al-Dhabiani 
says.

However, some customers value 
other things even more than quick 
service. Dr. Shakib Al-Aghbari, a 
doctor, is one of Qubati’s regular 
customers. He says Al-Qubati’s 
method of washing and ironing cus-
tomers’ clothes separately makes 
him feel more at ease. He says dis-
ease can be transmitted though un-
hygienic laundry practices.   

“Detergents, especially the cheap 
ones, don’t kill bacteria,” according 

to the doctor.    
Al-Qubati doesn’t 

have any employ-
ees. His son Mo-
hammed, a high 
school student, and 
another boy, Aziz, 
a college student, 
help him with the 
business.

Although the 
nominal amount 
of money he 
makes on an aver-
age day—between 
YR10,000 ($46.50) 
and 15,000 ($70) 
per day—is barely 
enough to meet the 
needs of his nine-
member family, the 
laundry veteran 
loves his work. 

He says that he 
wouldn’t want to 
do anything else.

Samar Al-Ariqi

Yemenis in general do 
not celebrate birthdays. 
However, some fami-
lies, particularly well-
off ones, hold celebra-

tions for their children’s birthdays 
at special party halls which are 
available at some shopping centers 
and children’s clubs in Sana’a. 

A family books the hall and pays 
for the extras like colorful decora-
tions, balloons and music. Some 
halls even provide a digital cam-
era, so all the family has to do is 
bring a cake and presents. While 
the cost of a party, which ranges 
from YR5,000 (just over $23) to 
YR20,000 ($93), is out of the price 
range of the majority of families, 
party halls say it is a steadily grow-
ing business in Sana’a.  

“I expect the number will increase 
in the coming months given that 
the customers who have already 
held parties [here] are promoting 

us,” said Ahmed Atia, the head of 
the entertainment department at 
Magic City, an entertainment cen-
ter for children in Sana’a.

 “Early booking is important,” 
said Atia, indicating that the ma-
jority of parties are held to mark 
the birthdays of younger children, 
with only a few parties being held 
for older youth. “Ninety-eight per-
cent of our…bookings are for chil-
dren’s birthday parties. It is rare for  
[college-age students], most of 
whom attend private universities, 
to make bookings.”

There are at least 15 such dedi-
cated birthday party halls in Sana’a. 
These venues say they have tapped 
into an upscale market. According 
to the halls’ managers, the bulk of 
their customers are from well-off 
families. 

Mysar Sadam belongs to one such 
Sana’ani family. This year, she de-
cided to hold her daughter’s birth-
day party at Fun City, a well-known 
amusement park. She said it is an 

open area, so she felt encouraged to 
invite many children. 

“We were very pleased and I think 
we will celebrate her next birthday 
the same way,” she said.

Even so, the demographic of 
families who can either afford or 
want to host parties outside the 
home is small. For the majority, 
celebrations are still family affairs 
without fanfare. 

“Instead of spending money to 
rent a hall for a birthday party, I 
prefer to hold [the party] at home 
and use the money to purchase food 
items or other things for my fam-
ily,” said Wafa Ahmed, a housewife 
and	
�    a	
�    mother	
�    of	
�    five	
�    children.	
�    

Ahmed, who describes her fam-
ily’s income as moderate, said that 
she enjoys preparing a birthday 
party at her home, but that she does 
worry about the mess that the par-
ty creates and also how it will affect 

the family’s budget. 
“We stop celebrat-

ing our children’s 
birthdays once they 
turn 12, and some-
times we hold just 
one party for all of 
the children in order 
to save on expenses,” 
she said.  

 For others even a 
small party proves 
impractical. 

Mohammed Ab-
dulbari, a father of 
12, estimates that he 
would have to spend 
at least YR10,000 
(almost $47) to cel-
ebrate the birthday 
of each one of his 
children, for a total 
of YR120,000 ($558) 
annually. He prefers 
to save money in 
order to spend it on 
things his children 
really need. 

“Nothing will 
change [for the 
worse] if we don’t 
celebrate birthdays,” he said.

Local psychologist Farook Jahl-
an says that birthdays do not need 
to be fancy or elaborate, but he does 
maintain that even a small recogni-
tion of a child’s birthday can have 

positive psychological effects.  
“It is enough for the parents to re-

member their child’s birthday and 
let him know that he is worthy, spe-
cial and loved, because this demon-
stration of their love will increase a 
child’s	
�    self-confidence,”	
�    he	
�    said.	
�    

Work done by hand, with personalized service  

Traditional laundry competes with modern shops

Time to celebrate
Wealthy demographic moves 

children’s birthday parties to halls

Popular places for 

birthday parties in 

Sana’a

Sheba Hotel1. ,Tahrir St.

Yemen Mall2. ,Hadda St.,  

Roweishan roundabout 

Coffee Corner3. , Algiers St. 

Labranzo4. , Algiers St.

Magical City5. , Libyan Center, 

Algiers St.

Kentucky Restaurant6. , 

Hadda St.

Coffee Trader7. , Hadda St.,  

Rimas roundabout

Fun City8. , Hadda St.

Madinat Al-Sanafer,9.  Fajj At-

tan, Naseem St.

Facebook Café,10.  Zero St.

Al-Bostan Hotel,11.  Iran St. 

Mokha Bunn Café, 12. Iran St.

Children dressed in party hats enjoy celebrating a little boy’s 

first birthday with food, a special cake, beverages and party 

games.

Shop owner Fareed Al-Qubati uses his special India-made electric iron on his 

customers’ clothes. He says that laundering customer clothing individually 

and carefully hand-ironing them at a very high heat results in cleaner, neater 

clothes that his customers value.
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To begin with, some accuse the 

Houthis of political inconsis-

tency. They rejected the Gulf 

Cooperation Council’s [GCC] 

Initiative, but at the same 

time joined the NDC. They 

are also currently involved 

in	
�    fighting	
�    [in	
�    the	
�    North	
�    with	
�    
pro-Salafi	
�     forces].	
�     What	
�     are	
�    
your thoughts on that?

Al-Bukhaiti: We agreed to join 
the dialogue on the condition that 
the debate be uncensored and 
also because [the conference] has 
greater legitimacy than the Gulf 
Initiative, [even more than] the 
constitution…. The political pow-
ers on the Technical Committee 
that prepared the NDC agreed to 
this. As for the ongoing clashes, we 
have been forced to be involved in 

them.	
�    We	
�    are…ready	
�    for	
�    a	
�    ceasefire	
�    
and	
�    clarification	
�    of	
�    our	
�    conditions.	
�    
However, the problem is the oth-
ers	
�     [the	
�    Salafis	
�     and	
�     the	
�     tribesmen	
�    
of Sheikh Hussein Al-Ahmar of the 
Hashid tribe] that provoke clashes 
in the name of other parties. This 
complicates the matter. 

What	
�     about	
�     your	
�     [initial]	
�     re-

fusal to accept the terms of 

the Gulf Initiative but accep-

tance of the dialogue?

Al-Bukhaiti: Dialogue is a con-
tinuous human need, but the 
circumstances of this need vary 
from [situation to situation]. The 
current dialogue is [meant to re-
solve]	
�     conflict.	
�     It	
�     is	
�     well	
�     known	
�    
that there were preparations for a 
comprehensive dialogue [between] 

all political powers years prior to 
the Gulf Initiative. There was a 
joint-preparatory committee for a 
dialogue between the Joint Meet-
ing Parties [JMP]…and the Gen-
eral People’s Congress [GPC] and 
its allies. So, the idea of having a 
dialogue is not a result of the Gulf 
Initiative but rather, a human and 
national need. 

Some say that the Houthis are 

the big winner among the po-

litical parties since the 2011 

revolution	
�    broke	
�    out.	
�    What	
�    do	
�    
you think?

Al-Sharjabi: I agree to some ex-
tent, but I don’t think that these 
gains will last for a long time. The 
Houthis	
�     may	
�     be	
�     satisfied	
�     [with	
�    
their gains at some point] and then 

the situation will change. Another 
reason is that the Houthi expan-
sion was neither routine nor urgent 
but, rather, violent. This may cause 
various anti-Houthi parties to unite 
and challenge [Houthi] expansion. 
[If this happens], the situation will 
become more complicated and 
more violent.

But some have said that the 

Houthis’ expansion is care-

fully planned?

Al-Sharjabi: If we examine the 
expansion politically, we see it 
is based on [Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s theory at the outset of] 
the Iranian revolution in 1979. This 
theory is based on four fundamen-
tal	
�     principles.	
�     The	
�     first	
�     is	
�     attract-
ing many supporters and targeting 
certain groups. The second is heav-
ily arming newly-attracted sup-
porters. The third is the systematic 
expulsion of opposition groups in 
these areas, and the fourth is the 
elimination of the opposition by 
means of assassinations and armed 
raids [if point number three is inef-
fective]. 

Are [the Houthis] the biggest 

winner?

Al-Bukhaiti: For sure, Ansar Al-
lah as an intellectual movement 
made   several gains before and after 
the 2011 revolution. Regarding the 
expansion theory mentioned by Al-
Sharjabi, it is not true. [Our] oppo-
nents used a strategy to eliminate 
the Houthis during the six wars 
in Sa’ada. The government sought 
to annihilate a large segment of 
society, and this was clear from 
speeches	
�    made	
�    by	
�    officials.	
�    Former	
�    
President Ali Abdulla Saleh called 
for the elimination of the Houthis 
and	
�     so	
�     did	
�     several	
�     officials.	
�     Fol-
lowing the six wars, our opponents 
realized that [we] can never be 
eliminated, so they changed their 
strategies and tactics. Now they are 
trying to prevent [our] spread. We 
had the right to use weapons to de-
fend ourselves during the six wars.

You used weapons to defend 

yourselves then, but why a 

need for weapons now?

Al-Bukhaiti: Our opponents’ 
strategy has changed now due to 
a change in the balance of power. 
Now they are trying to keep Houthis 
[from spreading our ideology and 
recruiting] outside of Sa’ada. We 
are being targeted. For example, 
the ongoing clashes in Hashid are 
the result of a document signed 
by Sheikh Al-Ahmar in 2010. That 
agreement stipulated that if any-
one from the Hashid tribe joined 
the Houthis or supported them, 
they are subject to death and hav-
ing their property expropriated. 
Accordingly, several individuals 
associated with the Houthis in the 
Danan area were displaced. This 
is the reason behind the original 
clashes in Dammaj. Sheikh Al-
Ahmar [could not get everyone else 
to	
�    join	
�    him	
�    in	
�    his	
�    fight	
�    against	
�    the	
�    

Houthis. He is currently trying to 
carry out another round of clashes. 

Some accuse you of trying 

to impose your ideology by 

force.

Al-Bukhaiti: This is not true. The 
problem is the opposing side that 
launched six wars on us. The proof 
is in the government’s apology for 
initiating those wars. It confessed 
it made a mistake. Other sides that 
pushed	
�    the	
�    government	
�    to	
�    fight	
�    us	
�    
are no longer able to do so. We as 
a political and intellectual move-
ment have a large percentage of 
supporters in the capital and its 
surrounding areas. We have not 
attacked anyone, but we have been 
attacked. Three of Sheikh Abdul-
wahid’s bodyguards were killed. 
Abdulwahid is a representative for 
us at the NDC. Abdulkareem Jad-
ban [another Houthi NDC mem-
ber] was assassinated. Moreover, 11 
Houthis were killed in a protest in 
front of the National Security Bu-
reau [in Sana’a].  

What	
�    have	
�    you	
�    been	
�    doing	
�     in	
�    
order to expand and attract 

more supporters?

Al-Bukhaiti: Lots of Yemenis 
have come to realize that Ansar 
Allah has a plan to awaken the 
Islamic nation. People naturally 
sympathize with us. Yemenis are 
honorable	
�     and	
�     dignified	
�     people.	
�    
They will side with an agenda that 
aims to awaken the dignity of the 
people. 

Let us pose a question to Mr. 

Al-Sharjabi. Do you think it 

is fair to hold the government 

accountable for the Houthi ex-

pansion going on right now?

Al-Sharjabi: Perhaps events have 
overlapped,	
�     making	
�     it	
�     difficult	
�     to	
�    
distinguish fault. The former re-
gime provided tremendous sup-
port for the “Believing Youth,” who 
functioned as the starting point of 
the Houthi movement. The former 
regime [supported them] because 
it understood it was opposed to a 
religious faction that was sharing 
power, namely the Islah Party. The 
current regime cannot carry out 
all its responsibilities because the 
state has been largely paralyzed. 
The current administration is fo-
cusing on important issues. How-
ever, simultaneously the admin-
istration overlooks a very critical 
point, which is Yemen’s decent into 
sectarian	
�    conflicts	
�     similar	
�     to	
�    what	
�    
is happening in Iraq and Lebanon. 
But I think the current regime in-
tentionally wants to exhaust the 
two sides. Frankly speaking, the 
regional	
�     aid	
�     the	
�     two	
�     conflicting	
�    
sides are receiving could enable 
them to wage long-term battles. 
These battles could reach the point 
of no return.  

Some say the current admin-

istration says that it does not 

want to deal violently with 

the Houthis for fear that they 

might withdraw from the 

NDC.	
�    What	
�    do	
�    you	
�    think?
Al-Sharjabi: For sure, every new 
government should have a founda-
tion based on legitimacy.  The cur-
rent administration believes the 
NDC’s outcome document is the 
foundation on which it will rely to 
enforce its authority. But I think 
allowing the Houthis to expand 
in this way is a serious danger 
because groups—both Shiite and 
Sunni—can build militarized soci-
eties.	
�     This	
�     is	
�     [my	
�     first]	
�     point.	
�     The	
�    
second point is that this group be-
lieves solely in its own ideology. It 
also believes that other ideologies 
are [of no value at all].  The govern-
ment should not [fail to respond]. It 
should do its job. 

Back to Mr. Al-Bukhaiti, some 

criticize your slogan, “Death 

to America.”

Al-Bukhaiti: First of all, our slo-
gan is not a call to kill American 
citizens. It is a call to combat evil 
American [political] policy—which 
all Muslims in the world under-
stand is evil. Second, the [Yemeni] 
government is responsible for those 
killed in the Sa’ada wars because 
it illegitimately launched the war. 
The side that started the war, [the 
Yemeni government], is respon-
sible for the Yemeni victims. Proof 
[that the government was responsi-
ble] is former President Ali Abdulla 
Saleh’s statement, ‘We have sacri-
ficed	
�    a	
�    lot	
�    of	
�    victims	
�    in	
�    Sa’ada.’	
�    We	
�    
do	
�    not	
�    know	
�    why.	
�    The	
�    Salafi	
�    sheikh,	
�    
Al-Hajouri, issued an edict permit-
ting the killing of Houthis, correct? 
Also,	
�     Salafis	
�     in	
�     Saudi	
�    Arabia	
�     have	
�    
said on TV stations that they take 
pleasure in starving the women 
and children of Sa’ada. Do not 
those taking such actions [deserve] 
the consequences of their actions?

The	
�    Salafis	
�    accuse	
�     you	
�    of	
�     im-

posing a siege on locals in 

Dammaj. 

Al-Bukhaiti: This is false. We 
have not prevented the entry of 
food or supplies. We told those 
[pro-Salafi	
�     tribesmen]	
�     who	
�     con-
structed checkpoints in the Arhab 
area to allow truckloads of food into 
Dammaj. We told them we would 
not stop them. Likewise, we deem 
any attempt aimed at preventing 
food supplies from entering Sa’ada 
a declaration of war. We called on 
the government to remove the Ar-
hab checkpoints…but we have had 
no response. 

What	
�     is	
�     your	
�     opinion	
�     about	
�    
the quick expansion of the 

Houthi	
�    influence?
Al-Sharjabi: If they have the op-
tion to achieve their goals peaceful-
ly, why do they resort to violence? It 
is not necessary for them to accom-
plish all of their goals overnight. 
They could achieve them gradually. 
What is gained quickly can be lost 
quickly. In contrast, what is built 
incrementally on a strong founda-
tion cannot be wiped out.
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Following the 2011 anti-government uprising, many groups emerged from 

the	
�     peripheries,	
�     finally	
�     being	
�     allotted	
�     the	
�     opportunity	
�     to	
�     gain	
�     political	
�    
clout.  Among these groups, observers say the Houthis—a group of Zaidi 

Shiites who have operated outside government control in much of the North 

since 2011—have fared well in Yemen’s transforming political scene. In a 

little	
�    over	
�    two	
�    years,	
�    they	
�    have	
�    managed	
�    to	
�    spread	
�    their	
�    influence	
�    outside	
�    of	
�    
Sa’ada governorate, grow their political base and have their political arm, 

known as Ansar Allah, contribute to the reconciliatory talks taking place at 

the National Dialogue Conference (NDC).

In an interview with the Yemen Times, Mohammed Al-Bukhaiti, a Houthi 

representative at the NDC and Dr. Nabil Al-Sharjabi, a professor of crisis 

management at Hodeida University, talk about the gains the Houthis have 

made during the transitional period as well as how they see the future for 

the growing political force.

Interview and photos by Mohammed Al-Hassani

The rise of the Houthis

‘Lots of Yemenis have come to realize that Ansar 

Allah has a plan to awaken the Islamic nation’

 Mohammed 

Al-Bukhaiti

Dr. Nabil

Al-Sharjabi



5Advertisement14 January, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D



6 Advertisement 14 January, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Title:	
�     	
�     Senior	
�    Monitoring	
�    and	
�    Evaluation	
�    Officer	
�    (1	
�    position)
Supervisor:	
�    	
�     Country	
�    Director/	
�    HQ	
�    M&E	
�    Specialist
Terms:	
�     	
�     Full	
�    Time	
�    Position
Location:	
�     Sana’a	
�    with	
�    50%	
�    regular	
�    travel	
�    to	
�    field	
�    offices

General	
�    Description	
�    of	
�    Role:
International	
�    Relief	
�    and	
�    Development	
�    (IRD)	
�     is	
�    seeking	
�    a	
�    “Senior	
�    Monitoring	
�    and	
�    Evaluation	
�    Officer”	
�    to	
�    
support	
�     IRD’s	
�    programs	
�     located	
�     in	
�    Sana’a	
�     ,Hodeidah,	
�    Hadhramout	
�    and	
�    Al-Maharah	
�    related	
�    to	
�    WASH,	
�    
democracy	
�    and	
�    governance	
�    awareness	
�    and	
�    refugees’	
�    support	
�    fields.
The	
�    Senior	
�    Monitoring	
�    &	
�    Evaluation	
�    officer	
�    is	
�    responsible	
�    for	
�    helping	
�    IRD	
�    for	
�    proper	
�    implementation	
�    of	
�    
its	
�    programs.	
�    S/he	
�    will	
�    be	
�     responsible	
�     for	
�     implementing	
�     the	
�    project	
�    monitoring	
�    plan	
�     (PMP)	
�     in	
�    addition	
�    
to	
�    tracking	
�    the	
�    PMP	
�    indicators	
�    to	
�    measure	
�    achievement	
�    of	
�    project	
�    objectives,	
�    analyzing	
�    project	
�    perfor-
mance,	
�    and	
�    for	
�    preparing	
�    reports	
�    and	
�    dissemination	
�    of	
�    project	
�    results,	
�    lessons	
�    learned,	
�    and	
�    best	
�    prac-
tices	
�    to	
�    external	
�    audiences.	
�    	
�    

Main	
�    Responsibilities:
Develop•	
�     	
�    and	
�    manage	
�    the	
�    implementation	
�    and	
�    utilization	
�    of	
�    IRD’s	
�    projects’	
�    PMPs;;
Oversee	
�    and	
�    manage	
�    the	
�    design	
�    and	
�    implementation	
�    of	
�    the	
�    projects’	
�    M&E	
�    system,	
�    working	
�    closely	
�    •	
�    
with	
�    project	
�    staff	
�    and	
�    implementing	
�    partners;;
Manage	
�    the	
�    information-gathering	
�    process	
�    for	
�    quarterly	
�    and	
�    annual	
�    performance	
�    reports,	
�    in	
�    addition	
�    •	
�    
to	
�    briefings,	
�    summaries,	
�    papers,	
�    presentations,	
�    etc.	
�    for	
�    various	
�    audiences	
�    as	
�    needed;;
Serve	
�    as	
�    the	
�    primary	
�    point	
�    person	
�    for	
�    all	
�    M&E	
�    related	
�    work	
�    under	
�    the	
�    projects;;•	
�    
Liaise	
�    on	
�    a	
�    regular	
�    basis	
�    with	
�    in-country	
�    staff	
�    to	
�    ensure	
�    consistent	
�    data	
�    collection	
�    and	
�    management	
�    •	
�    
and	
�    adherence	
�    to	
�    guidelines.
Prepare	
�    quarterly	
�    and	
�    annual	
�    M	
�    &	
�    E	
�    reports	
�    ;;•	
�    
Assist	
�    Country	
�    Director	
�    for	
�    developing	
�    project	
�    proposals	
�    and	
�    reports.•	
�    

Required	
�    qualifications:
Bachelor’s•	
�     	
�    degree	
�    in	
�    social	
�    sciences,	
�    statistics	
�    or	
�    a	
�    related	
�    field	
�    with	
�    some	
�    formal	
�    training	
�    in	
�    program	
�    
evaluation;;
Minimum	
�    of	
�    five	
�    (5)	
�    years	
�    practical	
�    experience	
�    in	
�    monitoring,	
�    tracking,	
�    evaluating,	
�    and	
�    reporting;;•	
�    
Demonstrated	
�    expertise	
�    in	
�    program	
�    evaluation,	
�    qualitative	
�    and	
�    quantitative	
�    research	
�    methods	
�    and	
�    •	
�    
excellent	
�    data	
�    analysis	
�    and	
�    writing	
�    skills;;
Solid	
�    knowledge	
�    of	
�    USAID	
�    M&E	
�    and	
�    PMP	
�    systems;;•	
�    
Proficiency	
�    in	
�    both	
�    Microsoft	
�    Office	
�    and	
�    statistical	
�    analyses	
�    programs	
�    required;;•	
�    
Excellent	
�    verbal	
�    and	
�    writing	
�    skills	
�    in	
�    English	
�    and	
�    communications	
�    skills;;•	
�    
Experience	
�    developing	
�    and	
�    carrying	
�    out	
�    work	
�    plans;;•	
�    
Able	
�    to	
�    travel	
�    and	
�    manage	
�    the	
�    work	
�    independently;;•	
�    
Good	
�    interpersonal	
�    and	
�    team	
�    spirit;;	
�    and•	
�    
Adaptable	
�    to	
�    changes	
�    and	
�    ability	
�    to	
�    work	
�    under	
�    pressure.•	
�    

Application	
�    Procedure
For	
�    all	
�    positions,	
�    applicants	
�    should	
�    send	
�    a	
�    CV	
�    and	
�    Covering	
�    Letter,	
�    both	
�    in	
�    English,	
�    to
irdyemen@irdglobal.org	
�    with	
�    the	
�    title	
�    of	
�    the	
�    position	
�    you	
�    are	
�    applying	
�    for	
�    in	
�    the	
�    subject	
�    line. 
The	
�    closing	
�    date	
�    for	
�    applications	
�    is	
�    Friday,	
�    January	
�    31st,	
�    2014.

International	
�     Relief	
�     and	
�    Development,	
�     (IRD)	
�     Inc.,	
�     is	
�     a	
�     non-profit	
�    
organization	
�    specializing	
�    in	
�    international	
�    development	
�    and	
�    human-
itarian	
�    assistance	
�    in	
�    over	
�    40	
�    countries	
�    and	
�    has	
�    been	
�    working	
�    in	
�    Ye-
men	
�    for	
�    over	
�    four	
�    years.	
�    	
�    IRD	
�    works	
�    with	
�    a	
�    wide	
�    range	
�    of	
�    partners	
�    
to	
�    design	
�    and	
�    implement,	
�    and	
�    provide	
�    technical	
�    assistance	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
areas	
�    of	
�    health,	
�    economic	
�    development,	
�    relief,	
�    infrastructure,	
�    civil	
�    
society	
�    and	
�    food	
�    security.	
�    	
�    IRD	
�    is	
�    seeking	
�    to	
�    fill	
�    the	
�    following	
�    posi-
tion	
�    to	
�    implement	
�    its	
�    programs	
�    in	
�    Yemen:

Marie Stopes International Yemen (MSIY) is a branch for Marie Stopes International and established in Yemen in 1998. MSIY is a lead 

NGO providing high quality reproductive health services and family planning choices. MSIY provide these services to couples and 

youth in many governorates of Yemen through various delivery channels like clinics, outreach, social franchise and call centre. 

Purpose: 
Marie Stopes International Yemen (MSIY) seeks Marketing and Communication Manager to lead the development and implementa-

tion of marketing, brands and public relation strategies and make the best use of evidences and market research to strengthening 

the organizational reach and cost effectiveness.

job Title: Location: Reporting to: Probationary Period:
Marketing and Communication Manager Sana’a Director of Programmes 3-6 months

Key Responsibilities:
To•	
�      provide strategic leadership and management for the development and implementation of all MSIY brands and PR strate-

gies.

Conduct annual and quarterly planning, implementation and budget sessions with programme directors and other relevant team •	
�    
members to identify marketing and communications requirements. 

Oversee annual marketing and PR strategy and implementation plan development in collaboration with Programme Directors.•	
�    
Approve all departmental creative briefs and creative/PR outputs and media schedules, and gain senior management team •	
�    
approval.  

Supervise the quality of all marketing and PR outputs.•	
�    
Facilitate marketing and annual media training for management and appropriate staff.•	
�    
Coordinate	
�    and	
�    conduct	
�    the	
�    client	
�    survey,	
�    and	
�    finalise	
�    the	
�    report.•	
�    
Continuously explore ways and propose plans to increase productivity and sustainability.•	
�    
Be responsible for promotional campaign, promotional material and local advertising.•	
�    
Continuously appraise client trends and the effectiveness of existing and new promotions.•	
�    
Analyze and evaluate marketing performance outcomes and recommends changes to optimize MSIY’s competitive position. •	
�    
Define	
�    a	
�    pricing	
�    strategy.•	
�    

Experience and knowledge required:
Degree•	
�      in Marketing. Preferably Master degree 

Five years’ experience in Marketing( management level) and preferably three years’ experience with NGOs development proj-•	
�    
ects and programmes management

Research and M&E experience is required•	
�    
Strong effective communication skills•	
�    
Excellent writing and oral English  •	
�    

Application Process:
This post requires a COVER LETTER.

Applicants should send their CVs to email hanady.abduallah@yamaan.org 

Deadline: 20 JANUARY 2014.

Job Vacancy
Marketing and Communication Manager
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Emad Hassan

Middleeastmonitor.com 

First Published Jan. 10 

Here we are in Guan-
tánamo as we come to 
the 12th anniversary 
of this terrible place. 
The treatment here is 

often described by the public rela-
tions	
�    officer	
�    as	
�    next	
�    door	
�    to	
�    perfect.	
�    
Indeed, now I am into my seventh 
year of being force fed, it’s quite a 
Club Med holiday camp!

We heard some good news about 
President Obama wanting to send 
people home, but we do not want to 
hang our hopes on it. Hope is like 
a mirage—you can see it but can’t 
touch it.

It does not really need to be said, 
but it is a grave violation of profes-
sional ethics for doctors to partici-
pate in torture or cruel treatment. 
Surely health care professionals 
should not condone any deliberate 
infliction	
�     of	
�     pain	
�     and	
�     suffering	
�     on	
�    
detainees? This would seem to be a 
fairly basic proposition.

Yet who is better than a doctor 
to	
�     cause	
�     excruciating	
�     pain	
�     without	
�    
damaging the body? There is a wide 
divergence here between the moral-
ity of a doctor’s role and the reality 
of his actions. It is very, very sad. 
When a surgeon no longer uses his 

scalpel to cure a disease, he becomes 
no better than a butcher.

In 2005, when the doctors were 
still human beings, the hunger strik-
ers didn’t worry about their health 
because there was level of trust with 
the medical team. One of the doc-
tors refused to go along with force 
feeding because he believed that 
his medical ethics were more im-
portant than the order of a military 
colonel. But then things changed. 
The military only recruited doctors 
who agreed, before they arrived 
here, that a military order was more 
important than morality. The new 
wave of doctors allowed the military 
officers	
�     to	
�     instruct	
�     them	
�    on	
�    how	
�    to	
�    
conduct the medical procedure of 
force feeding.

As a child, I was taught to disdain 
German doctors for what they did 
in	
�    World	
�    War	
�    II,	
�    experimenting	
�    on	
�    
prisoners. Yet here the doctors now 
experiment	
�    to	
�    try	
�    to	
�    find	
�    the	
�    best	
�    way	
�    
to force us to bend to the military’s 
will: is it more effective for them to 
make the force feeding process more 
painful, by forcing the liquid down 
my nose faster and by pulling the 
110 centimeter tube out of my nos-
tril after every feed? Or, is it more 
effective to refuse my request for a 
blanket to keep me warm, now that 
my weight has fallen so low? They 
experiment	
�    all	
�    the	
�    time,	
�    and	
�    this	
�    is	
�    

virgin	
�    territory	
�    for	
�    experimental	
�    sci-
ence, since no other doctor would 
be allowed to force feed a prisoner 
at all.

But in recent days, sad to say, 
I have seen the truly ugly faces of 
those doctors, nurses, and other 
medical staffers. I have been sub-
jected to a novel regime for 36 days. 
This new system is not an occasion-
ally “uncomfortable procedure,” as 
the public relations has described it. 
No, it has been a HORRIFIC, BAR-
BAROUS TORTURE. I am not even 
sure	
�    I	
�    can	
�    find	
�    the	
�    words	
�    to	
�    tell	
�    you	
�    
truly what it is like...
It	
�     is	
�     difficult	
�     to	
�     take	
�     it	
�     anymore.	
�    

First they force the 110 centimeter 
tube in me. They cannot do it in 
the right nostril any more, as that 
is	
�     now	
�     firmly	
�     closed	
�     up.	
�     So	
�     they	
�    
have to force it up the left nostril. It 
is very painful these days, but that 
is no bar to medical practice. They 
used to leave the tube in so that we 
did not have to undergo this pain, 
but then a general said they wanted 
to make our peaceful protest less 
‘convenient,’ so they came up with 
the less ‘convenient’ system of pull-
ing the tube out each time.

That has been a technique since 
2006, so it is nothing new. But the 
latest	
�     experiment	
�     is	
�     different.	
�    Now	
�    
they begin with 1,500 cubic centime-
ters of formula called TwoCal—four 

cans in the morning and four in the 
night, served up each time with 700 
cubic centimeters of water. Once I 
finish	
�    each	
�    ‘meal,’	
�    they	
�    fill	
�    the	
�    feed-
bag with 50 cubic centimeters of an 
anti-constipation medication and 
450 cubic centimeters of water. As 
this	
�    scientific	
�    study	
�    shows—at	
�     least	
�    
in	
�    the	
�    experience	
�    of	
�    this	
�    guinea	
�    pig,	
�    
your correspondent—this method 
accelerates the stomach function 
and makes the hunger striker def-
ecate on himself in the chair.

When this stage is complete, they 
add another 700 cubic centimeters 
of water—why? Have I not suffered 
enough? When I dared to ask this 
question, the medical professional 
answered sarcastically, “to wash the 
feeding bag.” This process is com-
pleted in 30-45 minutes, which is 
much faster than before, but then 
why allow the detainee to be fed 

slowly when you could cause much 
more pain by speeding up the pro-
cess? Yet it is not over quickly, as 
they leave you in the torture chair 
for two hours, suffering. Then they 
pull the tube out of your nose again, 
ready	
�    to	
�    force	
�    it	
�    back	
�    in	
�    for	
�    the	
�    next	
�    
session.

If I vomit on myself at any time 
during the procedure, they start the 
atrocity all over again, though they 
don’t necessarily let me wash off be-
fore it begins.
And	
�    that’s	
�    exactly	
�    what	
�    has	
�    been	
�    

happening to me every day, twice 
daily.	
�     Except	
�     for	
�     last	
�     night—which	
�    
will long burn alive in my memory. 
But	
�    I	
�    will	
�    write	
�    about	
�    it	
�     in	
�    the	
�    next	
�    
message, God willing.

As you enjoy your holiday season, 
please spare a thought for those of 
us who continue to hold the embers, 
trying	
�     to	
�     keep	
�     the	
�     flame	
�     alive	
�     in	
�    

Guantánamo Bay—even as the doc-
tors try to break our peaceful hun-
ger strike protest. And remember, if 
you will, that all we ask for is what 
President Obama keeps promising: 
freedom or a fair trial.

Emad Abdallah Hassan, a 34-

year-old Yemeni national, has been 

detained by the U.S. government 

in Guantanamo Bay for over 10 

years, almost a third of his life. In 

peaceful protest against his ongo-

ing detention without trial, where 

he is subject to abuse, Emad has 

spent most of these years on hun-

ger strike. Incredibly, the US gov-

ernment cleared Emad for release 

several years ago but he is still 

detained and subject to continued 

abuse. Despite his worryingly frail 

health, Emad wrote this letter to his 

lawyers at Reprieve.

Hussein Ibish

Thenational.ae

First Published Jan. 11

The fragmenting of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
movement throughout 
the Middle East was al-
ways likely to be a con-

sequence of the ouster of Moham-
med Morsi, the former Egyptian 
president. Given not only Morsi’s 
removal, but also the subsequent 
sustained efforts to crush the 
Brotherhood as an organized po-
litical movement, adaptation of one 
form or another became almost in-
evitable. We are now seeing signs 
that different parts of the move-
ment are, predictably, drawing 
radically different lessons from the 
Egyptian	
�    fiasco.

Most striking is the adaptation by 
the	
�    Brotherhood-affiliated	
�    Tunisian	
�    
party Ennahda, which has made a 
series of recent compromises that 
show a determination to avoid the 
fate of their Egyptian colleagues.
First,	
�     they	
�     agreed	
�     to	
�     a	
�     mixed	
�    

presidential and parliamentary 
system, as opposed to a mainly leg-
islative one more advantageous to 
them.

Second, after they were at least 
indirectly blamed for the assas-
sination of two leading secularist 
politicians, and after a series of 
intense political protests and ne-
gotiations, they agreed to dissolve 
their governing troika cabinet. On 
Thursday, Ali Larayedh, Ennahda’s 
prime minister, stepped down in 
favor of technocrat Mehdi Jomaa 
who will form a non-partisan cabi-
net to oversee new elections.

Even more strikingly, the Tuni-
sian constituent assembly is moving 
quickly to approve an impressively 
conciliatory new constitution. The 
articles thus far agreed show how 
far Ennahda has been willing to go 
to avoid any Egyptian scenario and 
to create, instead, a climate of con-
sensus contrasting that of vendetta 
and gridlock that gripped the coun-
try during the last, disastrous, year 
of their rule.

Almost half the draft constitu-
tional articles has been approved. 
They have already secured Tunisia 
as a civil state based on citizenship 
and	
�    the	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    law.	
�    The	
�    official	
�    reli-
gion is Islam, but nowhere is Sharia 

mentioned as a source, or even an 
inspiration, of legislation. Instead, 
power	
�     is	
�     specifically	
�     said	
�     to	
�     flow	
�    
from the will of the people, not any 
divine source.

Women have been guaranteed 
equal rights in two key articles, 
both of which could have been 
strengthened, but are nonetheless 
far-reaching.	
�     Takfir—accusations	
�    
of apostasy—and other incitement 
to violence are banned.

Not only is freedom of religion 
guaranteed, so is freedom of con-
science, which can only mean free-
dom not to have a religion at all. 
Freedom	
�    of	
�    thought	
�    and	
�    expression	
�    
are guaranteed, and not subject to 
“prior censorship.”

The constitution is not complet-
ed, but as it now stands, it repre-
sents both the cutting edge of re-
publican constitutionalism in the 
Arab world, and also a new willing-
ness to compromise by an Islamist 
party dealing with a secular major-
ity.

Ennahda is clearly evolving, but 
under duress. It was forced to re-
sign, and made a calculated gamble 
that conciliation will be more pro-
ductive in the long run than con-
frontation. Egypt is clearly the key 
object lesson in this calculation, 
and it is a wise one.

Tunisian secularists, too, are 
showing a greater willingness to 
work with each other and the coun-
try’s powerful labor movement, as 
well as with Ennahda, to achieve 
a consensus framework for the 
country’s political structure. What 
they’ve collectively come up with is 
hardly perfect, but in its contempo-
rary	
�     regional	
�     context,	
�     it’s	
�     inspira-
tional.

But the regional Brotherhood 
crisis is also giving rise to splin-
ter groups. In Egypt, where the 
Brotherhood has been declared a 
“terrorist organization” and mem-
bership punished by law, there 
have been a series of bombing and 
other attacks—some of these have 
been	
�     claimed	
�     by	
�     Sinai-based	
�     ex-
tremists (who may or may not be 
working in coordination with the 
Brotherhood)—and others that 
have not been claimed by anyone. 
The government blames all of them 
on Brotherhood elements.

Many observers anticipate the 
emergence of radicalized, violent 

groups from the Brotherhood’s 
disaffected and disillusioned mem-
bership. Some of these attacks in 
Egypt’s cities may be early precur-
sors of this.

At the same time, several shad-
owy youth movements are purport-
edly emerging on the margins of 
the Egyptian Brotherhood. Some 
seem more belligerent, and even 
violent, in their attitudes. Oth-
ers seem to blame their elders for 
rhetorical	
�     fixation	
�     on	
�     martyrdom,	
�    
paranoia and confrontation, and 
wish to reach out to the broader 
public with a more optimistic mes-
sage about social justice.

There are also persistent reports 
of dissatisfaction among Ennahda 
members, especially the youth, 
that their leadership has been too 
conciliatory.	
�    On	
�    the	
�    other	
�    extreme,	
�    
the	
�    Brotherhood-affiliated	
�    party	
�    in	
�    
Morocco has denied all links to the 
regional movement, and heaped 
praise on the King.

So what we appear to be witness-
ing is a scramble by Brotherhood-
style Islamists to adapt to post-
Morsi realities, most effectively 
and positively, at least for now, in 
Tunisia. Where Brotherhood par-
ties are collapsing, the biggest win-
ners	
�    appear	
�    to	
�    be	
�    the	
�    Salafists,	
�    who	
�    
challenge them from their religious 
right, but have little hope of ever 
governing any Arab society.

Brotherhood leaders and mem-
bers alike must now evaluate two 
primary models. Was the Egyp-
tian	
�    party	
�     too	
�     inflexible?	
�    Or	
�     is	
�     the	
�    
Tunisian	
�     party	
�     being	
�     too	
�     flexible,	
�    
thereby requiring a more confron-
tational approach?

Can the Brotherhood even sur-
vive as a major ideological and po-
litical Arab player in the long run? 
Or will it eventually fragment into 
opposing camps of violent radicals, 
obscurantist traditionalists, and 
post-Islamist constitutionalists?

The emergence of these three 
competing trends seems the most 
likely scenario for what will then 
be remembered as a once power-
ful	
�    and	
�    influential,	
�    but	
�    passé,	
�    Mus-
lim Brotherhood movement in the 
Arab world.

Hussein Ibish is a senior fellow at 

the American Task Force on Pal-

estine, a columnist for Now Media 

and blogs at www.ibishblog.com

The	
�    Guantanamo	
�    experiment:

Letter from detainee on Gitmo’s 12th year

Brotherhood crisis in Egypt 

alters political thinking in 

the Middle East

JOB OPPORTUNITY

FOR FULL-TIME Accountant

The Yemen-America Language Institute (YALI), the largest and most respected English-language Insti-
tute	
�    in	
�    Yemen	
�    is	
�    currently	
�    recruiting	
�    for	
�    a	
�    highly-qualified	
�    Accountant	
�    to	
�    perform	
�    the	
�    following	
�    duties.

Main Duties:

Carry out various standard accounting functions in preparing all payment. vouchers, 

journal entries, checks, disbursement records, and bank reconciliations.

Oversee the processing of disbursements and posting all transactions.

Assist in preparing monthly payroll.

Prepare all necessary documentation for internal and external auditors and apply 

all requirements of the internal control system. 

Work with Cashiers in reconciling bank deposits, and bank transfers.

Conduct periodic bank visits (depositing checks, cash... etc).

Oversee asset control including conducting periodic inventory verification. 

Carry out other tasks as requested,

Qualifications & Skills:

Bachelor degree in Accounting.

Good knowledge of financial reporting systems.

Good computer skills with hands on experience in computerized accounting sys-

tems.                                                                                                         

Good knowledge of written and spoken Arabic and English.

Minimum of 5 years experience in accounting.

Ability to work under pressure and meet deadlines.

Ability to work independently and as part of team.

Past employment references may also be requested.

How to apply?

Interested applicants may send their resume and a cover letter by email to:  info@yaliefl.org.
Application Deadline:	
�    January	
�    31,	
�    2014.

Yemen’s Premier Language Institute Since 1975
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Story and photos by

Ali Abulohoom

A 
massive crowd gathered to cele-

brate Prophet Mohammed’s birth-

day on Monday at the Al-Thowra 

stadium in northern Sana’a.   

The ceremony was organized by 

the Shiite Houthis, and according to the event’s 

organizers, more than 100,000 attended. 

In	
�    addition	
�    to	
�    the	
�    30,000	
�    who	
�    filled	
�    the	
�    seats	
�    
at Al-Thowra, thousands found a home on the 

stadium’s grass. 

People came from all over the country to cel-

ebrate the occasion. The Houthis advertised the 

event via media outlets such as Al-Masira TV 

channel and Al-Hawia Weekly. 

In a rare appearance, Abdulmalik Al-Houthi, 

the current leader of Ansar Allah, the political 

wing of the group, addressed the crowd from 

his stronghold in Sa’ada via a live-video mes-

sage.  

In his speech, Al-Houthi stressed the impor-

tance of supporting the National Dialogue Con-

ference’s (NDC) outcomes.

“The NDC’s outcomes will certainly be the 

solution to the political and economic problems 

we have all been complaining about since the 

former President [Ali Abdulla Saleh] came to 

power,” Al-Houthi told the crowd.

An estimated 100,000 people from all over Yemen showed up to 

honor the Prophet Mohammed. 

In a live-video message from his stronghold in Sa’ada, Abdulmalek Al-Houthi, the head of 

Ansar Allah, expressed his optimism about Yemen’s future. 

Ali Al-Bukhaiti, a Houthi representative at the National Dialogue 

Conference, said, “We are gathering here for the Prophet 

Mohammed putting everything aside. It’s time for tolerance.”

Emad Al-Metwakkel, 29, an auditor at the Ministry of Finance 

said, “It is a great opportunity to gather today for the sake of 

our prophet to celebrate his good behaviors.”The Houthis’ well-known slogan condemning America and Israel 

was plastered all over at the event.  

A variety of local performances took place during the 

ceremony. 

Thousands celebrate Prophet Mohammed’s birthday 

in Al-Thowra stadium 



9Classifieds14 January, 2014

B U S I N E S S

FOR PEACE

AWA R D

Male, bachelor’s degree in English  4
language, diploma in marketing & 
computer science, experienced as an 
operations oficer, treasurer and 
teacher. Looking for any job that 
requires English. 777004207
Female, BA in Arabic literature, very  4
good written and spoken French/
English, seeks work as a babysitter 
for a foreign family (Aden or Taiz). 
737168816

An ambitioius man, holding a BA in  4
English, two years of experience in 
administration including secretary, 
translation and coordination, ready to 
utilize acquired experience in any 
vacant position that suits. 770658490
Bachelor’s degree in English  4
language, 2 years experience in 
teaching, good with computers and 
Internet. Contact 772663229 
Sanal Venugopal,  B. Com graduate,  4
one year work experience in banking 
industry. 737436520

Specialized tutor able to give private  4
lessons in Mathematics, Arabic, 
English and Science for grades 4-9. 
734680597.
English-speaking teacher of math,  4
physics, chemistry and biology seeks 
a job. 735694439
Male, B.A. in press and media, good  4
written and spoken English, computer 
literate, seeks afternoon work. Aden, 
735869554 
Bachelor’s degree in English,  4
experience in teaching and dealing 
with different levels. Now accepting 
pupils. Low rates and excellent 
teaching. 713481271.
Bachelor in English. Diploma in  4
computer science, experience in 
marketing, seek work in a company 
or factory. 733576664
Paper and plastics recycling  4
consultant offers training workshops 
for almost 20 kinds of products. 
711701322
Excellent English, logistics and  4
operations experience, administrative 
skills, Internet skills. esaamhamadi@
gmail.com, 739882744
Maged Mohammed, Dental  4

Technician with 8 years of 
experience, also heating and air-
conditioning diploma, Connect: 
773899026 . 700215989 

Mother with a baby looking for  4
female Arabic tutor who would visit 
and teach in home at Hadda twice a 
week. Pay according to experience 
and ability. Good English not 
required. 738945537
English teacher for Grade 5 to 9, KG  4
English teacher (female) at least 2 
years experience. 773744704 or 
415309
Rainbow school seeks female  4
teachers for Math, English and 
Science for elementary grades. 
Should have Bachelor's degree in 
education, no fewer than 2 years of 
experience, and be fluent in English. 
733811430, 424433, 414026

 
 4

iphone 5 in good condition, from US,  4
black color, GSM compatible $550 or 
best offer. 773691845

                   

 Sudoku Easy Intermediate Difficult

Sudoku

Chess: Qb8+

 Solutions

White	
�    plays	
�    and	
�    wins	
�    in	
�    the	
�    2nd	
�    move

Coffee Break

 Chess

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, 
Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 

 Fax:260824 
 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Yemeni Banks:
Central Bank 274314/1

Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 
277224        
 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        

CAR RENTAL

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 
207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & 
Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221

Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036
Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 
601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 
01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-
242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANT
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 
424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 
370191/2 
                                               Fax  
370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKET
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 
Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   
Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 
441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 
01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 
01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239	
�    Fax:	
�    00967-1-450894	
�    	
�    
Aden:	
�    00967-2-221994	
�    Fax:	
�    00967-2-221995
EMAIL:	
�    SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    	
�    INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE:	
�    WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

❒	 For Sale       ❒	 Job vacancies
❒	 Buying        ❒	 Job seekers 
❒	 Housing available  ❒	 	 Other
❒	 Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3



ABO MISKA ENTERPRISE
F o r  T r a d i n g  &  C o n t r a c t i n g

Clear vision and target

Tel: 01 234405, 01 230244, Fax: 01 234408

Email: hisham@abomiska.com

Keep project on track•	
�    
Value delivery in every •	
�    
phase

Deadlines	
�    are	
�    fixed	
�    values•	
�    
Safety for the investment •	
�    
and our people

experience with proven •	
�    
track record

Road construction•	
�    
Infrastructure and aviation•	
�    
Water and oil drilling •	
�    

Our vision to extend our 

business activities both, 

horizontal and vertical 

has	
�    been	
�    reflected	
�    by	
�    our	
�    
continuous growth over 

the last decades and we 

take a strong approach 

to offer our partnership 

to	
�    local	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    firms	
�    
to complement our own 

skills.

Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper
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Adhesives, Sealants and Surface Treatment Solutions
to the Industrial & Automotive Markets

Industrial Products Division
Mujahed Street
Telefax +1 26 99 28
Mobile: 772 090 037 & 777 381 282
E-mail: tsc_ipd2@yahoo.com
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Guantanamo inmate cleared for 
release but has nowhere to go

U.S. restrictions 
hinder the release of 
Yemeni detainees from 
Guantanamo Bay

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, Jan. 13—When they heard 
their relative was approved for re-
lease from the U.S.’s detention cen-
ter in Guantanamo, 34-year-old 
Mahmoud Abdulaziz Al-Mujahid’s 
family was ecstatic. 

However, the family’s joy was cut 
short once they learned about the 
conditions laid down by the U.S. 
government, effectively prohibiting 
Al-Mujahid’s return to his native 
country of Yemen.  In order for Ye-
meni detainees cleared for release 
to repatriated, the U.S. government 

has stipulated Yemen house its re-
turnees in a secure rehabilitation 
center, an endeavor that even op-
timists predict will not be taking 
place any time soon. 

The American Pentagon on 
Thursday announced Al-Muja-
hid’s clearance from the detention 
facility in Cuba, where he has been 
detained by the U.S. since 2002.  

According to Al-Mujahid’s 
brother, as well as Ahmed Arman, 
the executive manager of the Na-
tional Organization for Defending 
Rights and Freedoms—known as 
HOOD—Mujahid was arrested in 
January of 2002, alleged to have 
been Osama Bin Laden’s body-
guard in Afghanistan. 

In a statement issued last week, 
the Pentagon said, “Continued law 
of war detention is no longer nec-
essary to protect against a continu-
ing	
�    significant	
�    threat	
�    to	
�    the	
�    United	
�    
States, and Al-Mujahid is therefore 
eligible for transfer subject to ap-
propriate security and humane 
treatment conditions.” 

According to the Pentagon, Al-
Mujahid is eligible for transfer to 
any country that will accept him.

The statement did not specify a 
time frame for Al-Mujahid’s physi-
cal release.   

Dozens of Yemenis remain be-
hind bars at Guantanamo, despite 
having been cleared for release. 
U.S.-imposed restrictions placed 
on countries that could potentially 
receive them has prevented their 
physical release from the detention 
center. These conditions include 
specific	
�     security	
�     procedures	
�     and	
�    
rehabilitation programs in receiv-

ing countries. 
Eighty-eight of the 155 remain-

ing detainees at Guantanamo are 
Yemeni.

In August 2013, U.S. President 
Barack Obama and Yemeni Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi 
announced plans to “establish an 
extremist rehabilitation program 
to address the problem of violent 
extremism within Yemen, which 
could also facilitate the transfer 
of Yemeni detainees held at Guan-
tanamo.” 

But not everyone is convinced. 
Al-Mujahid’s brother, Ma’an, said, 
“This ‘release’ simply moves a pris-
oner from one jail to another.”

He says Yemen will not be able to 
meet all the conditions the U.S. has 
put forward.  

“It is better to send [Mahmoud] 

to any other country, rather than 
waiting for Yemen to build a reha-
bilitation center,” he said.  

Arman believes the U.S. is stall-
ing.

“Prisoners from Afghanistan 
were returned to their homes even 
though the situation there is no bet-
ter than that in Yemen. So the ratio-
nale that Yemen lacks adequate se-
curity measures and rehabilitation 
centers is unconvincing,” he said.  

Of the 88 Yemenis still held at 
Guantanamo, 56 have been cleared 
for release. According to HOOD, 24 
of the 56 are in a group slated for 
release to any country that will ac-
cept them, which also has a secure 
and appropriate rehabilitation fa-
cility approved by the U.S. 

“We prefer for detainees to re-
turn to their home countries,” said 
Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer 

for HOOD. “However, if we insist 
on their return to Yemen, they may 
continue to languish in Guantana-
mo Bay.” 

Barman said Yemen may have 
to begin calling on its neighbors to 
receive its citizens. In the past, Ye-
menis have been resettled in Saudi 
Arabia.

Yemen’s foreign affairs minister, 
Abu Bakr Al-Qirbi, said in Novem-
ber the government had plans to 
build a rehabilitation center for for-
mer Guantanamo Bay detainees, 
but many have doubted both the 
government’s will and capacity to 
do so.   

The Yemen Times attempted to 
contact the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, but they declined comment 
on the story.

The U.S. government recently 
cleared Mahmoud Abdulaziz 
Al-Mujahid for release.  

U
.S

. D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f D
ef

en
se


