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Not enough to go around: At the Dialysis Center in the city of Hodeida, patients have seen their
treatment sessions be cut dramatically due to the center’s inability to cope with an influx of patients.

Read more on Page 3

(Photo by Samar Qaed)

NDC extends Hadi’s term for one year
on a day marked by an assassination
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The NDC has endorsed a one-year term extension for President Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi.

Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Jan 22—0On the same
day one NDC representative was
assassinated and the son of a well-
known political figure survived
an alleged assassination attempt
in Sana’a, the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) on Tuesday
approved its final comprehensive
document, which was 10 months in
the making.

According to the paperwork,
called the Solutions and Guarantees
Document, the NDC extended
President Abdu Rabu Mansour
Hadi’s term in office for one year.
The conference also approved
federalism as Yemen’s new state
structure.

“Hadi will remain president until
presidential elections are held in
line with the new constitution,” said

Yasser Al-Ruaini, the NDC’s deputy
secretary general.

President = Hadi’'s  two-year
interim presidency was due to
expire this February. Following an
internationally-brokered deal in
which former President Ali Abdulla
Saleh agreed to relinquish power,
Hadi was ushered into office in early
2012 in a one-candidate election.

In his extended term, according
to NDC’s document, President
Hadi will oversee the drafting of a
new constitution, preparing it to be
voted on directly by the populace.

This process, Al-Ruaini said,
should not exceed a one-year
extended term, which begins on
Jan. 25, the day marking the official
end of the NDC.

The document also requires
Hadi to reshuffle the Cabinet and
restructure the Shura Council—

Parliament’s consultative body—in
order to make it more inclusive of
all political parties.

The Shura Council will be
reorganized “to  represent all
political entities that participated
in the NDC with [an even split
for Northern and Southern
representatives]. Thirty percent of
the council’s seats will be allocated
for women and 20 percent for
youth.”

After the new constitution is
approved via a referendum, the
government will hold a presidential
election in a period that does not
exceed nine months, Al-Ruaini
said.

Hours before the NDC meeting
on Tuesday, Ahmed Sharaf Al-
Deen, a Houthi representative at the
conference, was shot and killed by
unidentified gunmen while he was

en route to the NDC’s concluding
session.

In another incident, Amer
Abdulwahab Al-Ansi, the son of the
secretary general of the Islah Party
survived a believed assassination
attempt when a roadside bomb
exploded while he was on Algiers

Street in Sana’a. Al-Ansi was
taken to an area hospital after the
explosion.

Islah.net, the official media outlet
for the Islah Party, reported that
the bomb targeted Al-Ansi’s father,
Abdulwahab Al-Ansi.

In his speech at the concluding
plenarysession,whichwasbroadcast
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The Shura Council
will be reorganized
“to represent all
political entities
that participated
in the NDC with
[an even split

for Northern

and Southern
representatives].
Thirty percent of
the council’s seats
will be allocated
for women and

20 percent for
youth,” according
to the NDC’s final
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Both Abdul Karim Jadban (left) and Ahmed Sharaf Al-Deen
(right) were assassinated while representing the Houthis at the
NDC.

live by a state-run television outlet,
President Hadi urged all NDC
members to stand with him against
“evil powers that want to derail the
National Dialogue Conference.”
Houthis representatives, who
left the concluding session after
they received word of Al-Deen’s
assassination, have suspended their
participation in the conference to
protest their colleague’s death.

In November 2013, Abdul Karim
Jadban, another NDC Houthi
representative, was shot dead by
unidentified assailants while leaving
a mosque in his neighborhood.

“Targeting us is targeting the
NDC’s outcomes, and we still
believe that the dialogue is the only
way to build a civil modern state of
Yemen,” said Ali Al-Emad, a NDC
Houthi representative.
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Al-Dhale under fire

Clashes continue between the
military and Southern Move-
ment gunmen

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, January 22—One person
was killed and six others wound-
ed, including four soldiers, in the
city of Al-Dhale on Tuesday and
Wednesday, in clashes that broke
out between the military and gun-
men associated with the Southern
Movement, according to local, mil-
itary and security sources.

Sporadic  clashes continued
through Wednesday at a governor-
ate compound, the military camp
hosting Brigade 33 and the Central
Security building in the governor-
ate.

Both sides used RPGs, mortars
and machine guns in the fighting,
said Lieutenant Sadeq Mohammed
Al-Hakimi, the spokesperson for
Brigade 33. He said the four sol-
diers were injured in the clashes
on Tuesday when the brigade was
surrounded for hours by armed
gunmen.

One resident was killed and two
others were wounded in military
shelling in Al-Dhale on Wednes-
day, according to Mohammed Al-
Shaeri, Al-Dhale’s security chief.

“Some houses were damaged as

Majed Al-Shuaibi

civilians were killed.

a result of the shelling. Residents
are panicked,” Al-Shaeri said.

Tensions continue to run high
following the shelling of a funeral
tent inside a school compound in
late December in the Sanah district
of Al-Dhale governorate that left 15
civilians dead.

“The reason behind the tension
is the deployment of the brigade’s
forces in streets,” Al-Shaeri said.

Brigade 33’s welcome in the area
continues to wane. Spokespersons
for the brigade admitted to acci-
dently firing a shell at the funeral
in late December. However both
security officials and eye witnesses
say the funeral tent was hit three

separate times by shelling.

“The army used tanks and ma-
chine guns to rock the city [of Al-
Dhale] and villages in Sanah,” said
Majed Al-Shuaibi, the editor-in-
chief of Al-Youm Al-Awal newspa-
per, which is associated with the
Southern Movement. “Clashes also
broke out between the armed men
and soldiers at a security check-
point.”

The Southern Movement, formed
in 2007, has led calls of secession
for Southern governorates. They
would like Yemen to be split into
two separate nations based on pre-
1990 divisions when the country
was divided into two.

Yemen to exempt Internet and postal
services from WTO regulations

Ali Saeed

SANA’A, Jan 22—State-run Internet
and postal services will continue to
operate outside of new regulations
in Yemen that are a result of the na-
tion’s recent World Trade Organi-
zation accession, said Dr. Hamoud
Al-Najar, the head of the Yemen
Communication and Coordination
Office.

Al-Najar said the decision was
made in reaction to a statement the
minister of telecommunications and
information and technology said
earlier this week.

State media quoted Ahmed Ubaid
Bin Daghar, the minister of tele-
communications as saying Yemen
will lose YR60 billion ($279 mil-
lion) per year if the sector complied
with other regulations under WTO
membership.

“Liberalizing Yemen’s telecom-
munications is a negative impact of
Yemen’s WTO accession,” the Lon-
don-based Al-Hayat Arabic news-
paper quoted Bin Daghar saying on
Sunday.

“[Joining the WTO] represents a
direct threat to 12,000 workers at
the Public Telecommunication Cor-

poration and its affiliated companies
such as TeleYemen, Yemen Mobile
and the Public Postal Authority,”
Bin Daghar told Al-Hayat.
Currently mobile phone service
are allowed to be privately owned
in Yemen, whereas Internet services
and landline phones are still mo-
nopolized by the state-run Public
Telecommunication Corporation.
Yemen signed final papers to
solidify its WTO membership on
Dec. 4 in Indonesia. The country is
required to finalize a review of its
trade laws in accordance with the
WTO regulations by June this year.
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Drone crashes in Al-Mahra
governorate

Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANAA, Jan. 22—An alleged U.S.
drone crashed into a mountain in
the Hat district in Al-Mahra gov-
ernorate, in eastern Yemen near
the Omani border, on Thursday,
according to a security source in
the president’s office.

“The plane crashed on Thursday
in Al-Mahra governorate. It was a
pilotless plane, and its wreckage
has been taken to the Hat Military
Camp in the governorate. Some
unexploded missiles were also
found,” said the source who asked
to remain anonymous because
they were not authorized to talk to
the press.

The source was not able to com-
ment on the reasons behind the
crash.

“The wreckage as well as the
[two] unexploded missiles are at
the Hat Military Camp,” said Brig.
Gen. Mubark Musaed Hussein, Al-
Mahra’s security manager.

“We found parts of [the plane] at
the top of the mountain and other
parts were found at the bottom.
We are still waiting for experts,
who the presidency said they will
send, to identify the reasons be-
hind the crash,” Hussein said.

Neither American nor Yemeni
authorities have officially released
information on the crash nor clari-
fied the circumstances surround-
ing the incident.

In an article in the American
magazine, foreign policy, an un-

made solider from the locally-sta-
tioned Brigade 133, said the plane
“was fairly damaged and roughly
the size of a Toyota Corolla,” which
the report says is “too small to
be one of Yemen’s traditional,
manned aircraft.”

Locals say the crash created a
sense of panic among residents
in the semi-desert Shuaib village,
which borders Oman.

“[At] first they thought they are
under attack because it’s the first
time they saw a drone in the gover-
norate,” said Muneer Al-Shamiri,
the director of the Education Min-
istry’s Office in Al-Mahra.

This is reportedly the first time a
drone has been spotted flying over
Al-Mahra governorate. Accord-
ing to Yemen’s Central Bureau of
Statistics, Hat has a population of
2,800 people, and the entire gov-
ernorate is home to 100,000.

Since 2002, the U.S. has oper-
ated a drone program in Yemen,
targeting Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) affiliates. The
program is controversial and co-
vert, with the U.S. admitting to a
faction of the strikes that are re-
ported.

“Yemen opened its skies up
for the American planes, signing
agreements with the American
government for the war on terror,”
said Brig. Saleh Al-Asbahi, an ex-
pert in security affairs.

Drone strikes typically occur in
the governorates of Abyan, Shab-
wa, Hadramout and Al-Beida’a,

where there is a strong AQAP pres-
ence.

In February 2011, AFP reported
an unmanned aircraft crashed in
Abyan governorate and “Al-Qae-
da gunmen in cars...hijacked the
wreckage.”

In another instance, according
to a WikiLeaks cable from March
2007, “an unmanned USG recon-
naissance aircraft (Scan Eagle)
that had washed ashore on the
Arabian Sea coast” was discovered
by Yemeni military officers. The
cable says the Yemeni government-
-instructed by the U.S. Embassy in
Sana’a--put a media blackout on
the case. Later “official and pro-
government media sources report-
ed that the Yemeni military had
shot down an Iranian ‘spy plane’
off the coast of Hadramout.”

Since the drone war began,
monitoring sites report that over
100 civilians have been killed in
aerial attacks.

Inmid-December, 12 people were
killed and eight others wounded in
a drone strike that hit a wedding
convoy right outside the city of
Rada’a in Al-Beida’a governorate
on Dec. 12. Yememi authorities say
an AQAP affiliate was targeted in
the attack and later offered money
and guns to the village where the
victims were from to compensate
them.

The U.S. has not officially
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack or acknowledged civilian
deaths.

Houthis throw a wrench in NDC final

document

Spokesperson denies the
group’s support of confer-
ence outcomes

Mohammed Al-Hassani

SANA’A, Jan. 22—Following a
speech from President Abdu Rabu
Mansour Hadi on Tuesday ex-
pressing his optimism in Yemen’s
future after the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) officially ends
this Saturday, a Houthis’ spokes-
person at the conference said
on Wednesday that his political
party does not stand behind the
NDC’s final document, possibly
signaling a bumpy road ahead as
Yemen’s transition continues.
The NDC'’s outcomes, outlined
in the Solutions and Guarantees
Document, extend Hadi’s term for
a year and officially set Yemen on
the path to become a federal state.
The document also stipulates
that Yemen’s Cabinet, comprised
of ministers, be restructured.

However, Parliament will remain
as is until a new constitution is
drafted. Elections will be held at
future, unannounced dates. The
Shura Council, an advisory board
for Parliament will be reorga-
nized to include 50 percent repre-
sentation from Northerners and
50 percent from Southerners.

At the NDC'’s concluding plena-
ry session on Tuesday, the presi-
dent said the Houthis—a group
of Zaidi Shiites who established
their own political party follow-
ing Yemen’s popular uprising in
2011—had sent a signed letter ex-
pressing their support of the so-
lutions document. The letter was
only referenced never released.

“We believe the document aims
to extend the term of the current,
failed government and security
institutions. Even if the NDC’s
outcomes were positive, they
would fail because they rest on
failed institutions,” said Houthi
spokesperson Ali Al-Bukhaiti.

Al-Bukhaiti refutes the letter
Hadi references. The Houthis

Emirates and Real Madrid have launched the ‘Fans
for Real’ campaign today in search of the most de-
voted Real Madrid fans around the world. As part
of the joint campaign, which runs from 14 January
to 7 March, fans will be asked to +1 Emirates and
Real Madrid’s Google+ pages, and upload engag-
ing content about Real Madrid using #FansForReal

and #FlyToMadrid.

The winners will receive the chance to fly to Ma-
drid, courtesy of Emirates, for an experience of a

lifetime that includes meeting and watching their fa-

vourite Real Madrid players at Santiago Bernabeu

Stadium.

The video that will launch the ‘Fans for Real’ cam-
paign encompasses a story of a boy whose surprise
awaits him at Santiago Bernabeu Stadium after ar-
riving on an Emirates flight. He is greeted by four
Real Madrid stars including Luka Modric, Marcelo
Vieira, Gareth Bale and Alvaro Arbeloa. The video

can be seen here

left the plenary session before it
concluded after receiving news
that their fellow representative
Dr. Ahmed Sharaf Al-Deen had
been assassinated on his way to
the session.

Sharaf Al-Deen was one of 20
members of the Guarantees Com-
mittee at the NDC. The commit-
tee was the group in charge of
drafting the final documents.

While Al-Bukhaiti denies that
Sharaf Al-Deen had signed the
document before his death, Ab-
dulmalik Al-Mekhlafi, the head
of the Guarantees Committee,
said on Tuesday that all members
had signed off on it.

“Sharaf Al-Deen worked for the
success of the NDC, and to honor
him we should work hard to make
it successful,” AlI-Mekhlafi said.

Al-Bukhaiti said the Houthis
will not be attending any future
NDC meetings, including the
closing ceremony on Saturday
unless the government promises
protection for their representa-
tives.
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moments of inspiration for fans and enable new ex-
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In need of treatment

Exhausted dialysis center in Hodeida reduces patients’ appointments to cope with influx of patients

Due to the lack of dialysis machines and staff, only 150 of the 220 patients who seek daily treat-
ment receive it.

Story and photos by
Samar Qaed

he 30 dialysis machines
at the Dialysis Center in
the city of Hodeida are
almost constantly in
motion, with only two
hours of inactivity per day. They
serve a growing population, one
they cannot accommodate. Patients
with diabetes and other kidney
related disorders from surround-

ing governorates including Hajja,
Dhamar, Al-Mahweet, Taiz, Raima
and even Sana’a, are forced to rely
on the center to do the job their kid-
neys cannot.

A shortage of facilities in other
parts of the country is making treat-
ment hard to come by in Hodeida.

Hamdan Ali has been going to
the center since his childhood as a
result of his kidney failure. A young
man in his 20’s, the patients looks
tired and exhausted. Dialysis has

Fill the sky
with wishes
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taken a toll on Ali.

It’s a 30-minute journey from Ali’s
rural home to the Dialysis Center.
He calls ahead to make sure there is
vacant machine before he embarks
on the journey.

“It’s hard to wait for my turn in
the center due to my deteriorating
health condition. I feel better when
I receive treatment,” Ali said.

But treatment is few and far be-
tween these days. Ali used to re-
ceive treatment five days a week,

but due to an influx of patients, he is
now lucky if he can be hooked up to
a machine three days a week.

On average 220 patients come
to the center daily but only 150 pa-
tients can receive treatment. The
medical staff has had to make some
tough decisions as a result.

“Due to the large number of pa-
tients in the center, we have to
reduce a patient’s time slots and
provide them to others,” said Ma-
liha Shehaiber, a nurse supervisor.
She recognizes that this could have
dire consequences for the patients’
health.

“Each time after I receive treat-
ment, I suffer from headache, nau-
sea and dizziness, but I have to re-
ceive the treatment,” said Sameera
Qaed, whose swollen veins reveal
her years on dialysis.

Qaed is originally from the city of
Wesab in Dhamar governorate. Sev-
eral years ago, she had to make the
choice to move permanently to Ho-
deida so she was assured treatment.

The center says there were 800

N

patients who received treatment at
the center in 2013. That is 70 more
than they had in 2012. But already
stretched to the limit and with no
new resources, the 70 patients have
burdened the center. The state-
supported center, which opened in
1990, offers treatment free of charge
but patients are expected to pay the
costs of an initial medical examina-
tion and registration fees.

Every five years Yemen allocates
money in its budget for dialysis cen-
ters. Over the years, the center in
Hodeida has gradually gone from 10
machines to their current number of
30, which are not keeping pace with
demand. Given the current plan, it
will not be until 2015 when the Di-
alysis Center is eligible for money
again.

Other difficulties
The facility is also severely under-
staffed and is subject to frequent
employee strikes.

In October of last year, following
a three-month delay in salaries, em-
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ployees went on strike.

Following the strike, the Health
Office in Hodeida governorate paid
the over-due salaries. However, the
health office was unable to provide
salaries for November and Decem-
ber so the non-profit organization,
the Charitable Society for Support-
ing Kidney Failure Patients, stepped
in and covered the expense.

The head of the charity, Ahmed
Jazim Saeed, is concerned about
salaries for January as no one knows
who will be paying staff salaries.

“We call on the Health Office, the
finance minister and Hodeida’s gov-
ernor to take action and rescue the
center. We want to guarantee these
employees, working on contracts,
will get their salaries in 2014,” he
said.

More centers, better services
There have been efforts in place to
better health service offerings in
Hodeida governorate. In 2003, the
administration at the Dialysis Cen-
ter proposed a plan to the central
Ministry of Public Health and Pop-
ulation to establish more dialysis
centers in the governorate bases on
population density.

The plan has seen some success.
In 2004, three small centers were
built in the Al-Qanawis, Zabid and
Bajil districts in Hodeida. The Zabid
center opened in February 2013, but
the Al-Qanawis and the Bajil centers
are not yet up and running. A Qa-
tari businessman paid for the equip-
ment for the Al-Qanawis center and
the Turkish government equipped
both the Bajil and Zabid centers. Al-
Qanawis is hopeful that the centers
will open this year.

“We hope these new centers will
provide better services,” he said.

emirates.comfye
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YT vision
statement

“To make Yemen a good
world citizen.”

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)

Founder of Yemen Times

OUR OPINION

Yemen’s civil society
and the country’s
emerging democracy

here are over 8,000 registered civil soci-

ety organizations in Yemen and around

the same number of unregistered initia-

tives and local corporations. This is on

average, one organization per 1,500 Ye-
menis. This is a fairly good ratio, considering Yemen
is a new, emerging democracy.

Despite the presence of civil society organizations
since 1990, they have not necessarily led to a culture
that is conducive to such organizations. In fact, most
organizations were either created as and still operate
as charities or were simply used to further images of
influential politicians.

It was only in the late 2000’s that a new trend of
civil society work started to emerge, one that was fo-
cused on human rights and good governance. A num-
ber of civil society organizations began identifying
themselves as rights’ based and shifted their work to
promote human rights, democracy and good gover-
nance.

Moreover, Yemen’s 2011 “Arab Spring” brought an-
other opportunity. Politics suddenly became every-
one’s business as people took matters into their hands
and took to the streets. Over the course of 2011, sever-
al initiatives started working on political issues—both
for and against the anti-government uprising.

Despite the growing and recent engagement of civil
society in politics, there still remains a disconnect
between the organizations and common civilians.
Yemen’s civil society sector that is involved in politi-
cal issues such as democracy, governance and human
rights are operating to serve certain political interests
and not the general public.

One reason behind this—in addition to the fact
they were created and championed by politically mo-
tivated individuals—is that they are concentrated in
urban areas and reach limited populations. Most of
the people affected by the work of these organizations
are educated intellectuals and politicians who already
have exposure to these issues.

Only independent civil society organizations that
are not politically controlled are able to create real
change in governance, human rights and democracy.
The donor community and international organiza-
tions should take measures to ensure the organiza-
tions they support are independent and do not dis-
criminate based on political affiliations.

Additionally, there needs to be more support for
organizations working outside urban centers. About
70 percent of Yemen'’s population lives in rural areas,
and they need to be reached.

Yemen’s civil society has been evolving for more
than two decades. From charity-based organizations
to development focused and now finally to human
rights, but there is still no real culture for civil society
organizations.

Yemen also faces the challenge of creating “watch
dog” organizations if the current trend of politically-
motivated organizations continues to flourish.

Yemen is still an emerging democracy and has a
long way to go. Today’s political changes represent
an opportunity to quicken this process, but it will not
work without the support of the international com-
munity, who need to fund independent organizations
with real connections on the ground.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

Opposing views:

Turkey could form an alliance with the Gulf states

Sinan Ulgen
Aawsat.net
First Published Jan. 20

iven the diversity

of geopolitical and

economic challenges

faced by the Arab

world, a long-term
alliance between Turkey and the
Gulf states can only be beneficial
for the region. There are several
reasons why such an alliance can
be instrumental in helping to bring
more stability and prosperity to a
turbulent region. First, it is clear
that both partners share an interest
in preventing the increase in politi-
cal instability that can have detri-
mental effects on overall security in
the region. It is no coincidence that
Turkey closely aligned itself with
Saudi Arabia and Qatar in an effort
to force Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad’s regime out of power. Those
parties realized that Assad’s role
had become a destabilizing factor
not only for Syria, but also for the
region. So, unlike Iran, they shifted
their priorities towards forcing a
regime change in Syria. This alli-
ance was strengthened over time
through regular political and diplo-
matic consultations over the devel-
opments in Syria, and also through

Aayid Mannaa
Aawsat.net
First Published Jan. 20

here is no doubt that

the Turkey of Prime

Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdogan is fundamen-

tally different from that
of eras since the demise of the Otto-
man Empire in 1923 at the hands of
Mustafa Kamal Atatiirk.

At that time, Atatiirk, supported
by the army and Turkish national-
ist forces, removed the Islamic re-
ligious cloak from his country and
shifted towards the West. Atatiirk’s
desire here was not to control, domi-
nate and spread religion, but to keep
up with the progress and advances
of civilization.

Since 1923, Turkey has been try-
ing—almost begging—to convince
Western states that the country as
a whole, and not just Istanbul, is a
part of Western civilization, in or-
der to achieve its dream of joining
the European Union. The West,
however, resisted this for a num-
ber of reasons, the most important
of which was that most of Turkey is
in Asia, not Europe. In addition to
that, the EU said Turkey’s democ-
racy was artificial, and its treatment
of minorities, such as the Kurds,
was aggressive and oppressive.

There were also several other cri-
teria for joining that Turkey could
not meet. An example of this was
the assumption of power by reli-
gious parties such as the Justice and
Development Party (AKP), which

an attempt to coordinate interna-
tional support for the Syrian oppo-
sition, with a view to hastening the
forced exit of the Assad regime.

Turkey and the Gulf countries
also share a similar vision concern-
ing the potential role of Iran in the
region. Ankara is as much opposed
as its partners in the Gulf to the
military dimensions of Iran’s nucle-
ar program. Turkey has therefore
been a strong supporter of inter-
national efforts to find a peaceful
solution to the Iran nuclear crisis.
It even took the lead in 2010, in
cooperation with Brazil, to make a
deal with Tehran that would have
shipped most of Iran’s enriched
uranium abroad.

Turkeyand the Gulfstates can also
be instrumental partners in helping
the region overcome its economic
difficulties. These are countries
with strong economies and signifi-
cant economic resources, and they
are increasingly interested in lever-
aging their economic capabilities
to help the economies of regional
states that are in distress. Thus
Turkey was one of the few countries
that extended an unconditional
loan of $2 billion to the post-Muba-
rak government in Egypt. Turkey is
also one of the world’s largest do-
nors of humanitarian assistance,

defied European standards, most
notably the need for the separation
of state and religion.

This constant rejection by Europe
may be the reason why the Turks
have begun to look to their history
and to move East. There lies wealth,
urbanization, a low population, the
reliance on the labor and products
of others, and the mixing of religion
with politics—even where this tends
toward religious extremism.

All these factors have encouraged
the Islamist AKP to look back at the
Ottoman legacy in order to compete
with the West for profitable resourc-
es and lucrative markets—and this
is exactly what has happened.

Erdogan’s government began
to address Arab sentiments by
speaking openly about the rights
of the Palestinian people to an in-
dependent state, and using verbal
confrontation—Erdogan’s  public
row over Gaza with Israeli Presi-
dent Shimon Perez at the World
Economic Forum in Davos in 2009,
in which Erdogan stormed off the
stage—and physical confrontation—
the dispatch of the Mavi Marmara
to Gaza—to gain Arab trust.

All these actions encouraged
the neo-Ottomans to return to the
legacy they left when poor and ex-
hausted, only to return to find it one
of the richest in the world. Because
of this, Turkey not only attracted the
attention of the West, it achieved re-
markable economic growth. Even
the debts that burdened the Turkish
state became a distant memory.

It is no secret that Arab Gulf mar-

giving out figure more than $1.5
billion in aid per year. Likewise, the
Gulf countries have also extended
significant economic assistance
to the post-Mubarak—but also the
post-Mursi government—in Egypt.
It is also known that there are high
expectations from Turkey and its
Gulf partners to invest in large in-
frastructure projects in the Middle
East.

But beyond the regional chal-
lenges that tend to militate for a
closer alliance between Turkey and
the Gulf states, the global political
setup is also conducive to this out-
come. The ongoing economic crisis
in Europe has deeply affected the
EU’s ability to engage as a more
constructive and influential player
in the Middle East. On the US side,
President Barack Obama’s policies
have restrained U.S. ambitions, and
U.S. public opinion is very much
opposed to more U.S. presence in
the Middle East. This dynamic of
the gradual disengagement of the
global players necessarily aug-
ments the potential role of regional
players. Global players are increas-
ingly aware of the limits of their
own power and abilities.

The outcome of this unavoidable
rebalancing is the realization that
on the one hand that more efforts

A Gulf-Turkey alliance is impossible

kets, investments and tourism have
all played a great role in reviving
the Turkish economy. We can point
here to Turkish agricultural and in-
dustrial products and Turkish con-
struction companies, which have
been noticeably present in most
Arab countries, particularly Iraq,
which relies more on Turkish com-
panies, labor and products than it
does on Iran’s.

But this Turkish invasion now
seems likely to recede, for a number
of reasons.

The first is Erdogan’s involve-
ment in internal Arab conflicts.
He had a good relationship with
former Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, but soon turned against
him and supported the uprising
that toppled his regime. When the
military-backed June 30 uprising
toppled Muslim Brotherhood Presi-
dent Mohamed Mursi, Erdogan
stood defiantly against the ouster, a
move that resulted in the recalling
of the Egyptian ambassador and the
expulsion of his Turkish counter-
part. If this was in relative harmony
with Western stances, it was in total
contradiction to those of the Gulf,
which were mostly in agreement on
supporting post-Brotherhood rule,
and this proved that Erdogan was
following his Brotherhood-inspired
political sentiments.

The second is that there is no
doubt that the Americans and the
Europeans do not want Turkey to be
an integral part of the West. At the
same time, they do not want Turkey
to abandon them, because econom-

are needed to shape common agen-
das between the global and region-
al powers, but on the other hand
regional alliances have a more im-
portant role to play in helping deal
with the region’s problems. This
sense of regional ownership and re-
gional initiative is set to shape the
future of international politics. This
is perhaps the main reason why a
more long-term alliance between
Turkey and the Gulf states will be
condoned by the West.

Today, the main obstacle re-
garding the emergence of such
an alliance is the vastly differing
viewpoints on the political devel-
opments in Egypt. Turkey has been
very critical of the new Egyptian
regime and has openly supported
the Muslim Brotherhood. But with
a better understanding of Egyptian
political dynamics, a sense of real-
ism will gradually be regained in
Ankara, allowing a more sustain-
able alliance to emerge between
Turkey and the Gulf States on many
of the regional challenges that will
continue to confront them.

Sinan Ulgen is the chairman of the
Istanbul-based EDAM think tank
and a visiting scholar at Carnegie
Europe in Brussels.

ic independence leads to political
independence, and the Americans
and Europeans cannot allow Tur-
key to flood markets exclusive to the
West with cheaper products, espe-
cially in countries with which it also
has strong religious links.

The third reason is the recent cor-
ruption scandal. Corruption in all
its guises was one of the causes of
the deterioration of the situation in
Turkey under governments before
the AKP. Erdogan’s government suc-
ceeded economically because it was
not corrupt. But late in 2013, finan-
cial scandals affected a number of
ministers and led to the formation
of a new government by Erdogan,
despite demands from some that he
shoulder the political responsibility
for the scandals and offer his resig-
nation.

Finally, the Turkish dream of
abandoning the West by moving
East will not come about because
major Western powers will not allow
Turkey—and especially its Ottoman
model—to regain the wealth it lost
more than 9o years ago. They do not
want it to bounce back with an ever-
greater appetite for consumption,
foreign labor and security. This is
doubly so since the West—the heir
of the Ottoman legacy—can provide
Gulf Arabs with their needs direct-
ly, or indirectly through states and
people with little ambition beyond
exporting their labor and goods.

Aayid Mannaa is a Kuwaiti ana-
lyst, commentator and political sci-
entist.
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Mohammed Al-Hassani

ince mid-March Yemen
has been known interna-
tionally for its slow-burn-
ing National Dialogue
Conference, which was
slated to end on Sept. 18, and now
will officially be coming to a close
on Jan. 25. Engineered to draw Ye-
menis together in what were sold
as inclusive, reconciliatory talks,
the conference was supposed to
pave the way for the drafting of a
constitution and national elections
early this year. Now already four
months behind the timetable, it
doesn’t seem elections nor a con-

What now?

Citizens reflect on the NDC’s impact

stitution will be ready according to
the timetable being followed by the
transition’s international broker as
outlined in the Gulf Cooperation
Council’s Initiative.

One of the biggest criticisms of
the conference has been that its 565
delegates have been out of touch
with the needs and desires of aver-
age Yemenis. Many have pinned
their hopes on the NDC. As the con-
ference draws to an end, the Yemen
Times asked citizens about their
perceptions of the national confer-
ence. Did they follow it? What are
their expectations now that Yemen
moves further into its transitional
phase?

"I look forward to seeing that NDC
outcomes provide justice for all
those wronged in Yemen, eitherin
the North or the South. There should
be a lot of pressure put on the vari-
ous political parties to make that
happen,” said Ahmed Abdulwarth
Al-Madhgiji, who fold the Yemen
Times he was 55 years old.

| do not know anything about the

NDC. | also do not know its out-
comes,” said Bakeel Hussein Fara’,
a 42-year-old consfruction worker.

“I hope the NDC will come up with
fair policies that not only please
dialogue participants but everyone
who has grievances, including the
Southerners who were fired from
their military and security jobs or
whose land plots were looted. [I
hope] the Sa’ada issue [is also
resolved],” said Ahmed Sinan, a
linguistics professor.

“ keenly followed the NDC since its
kickoff in March. But my enthusiasm
died down when it became appar-
ent that every member was after their
own personal and political inferests. |
hope the NDC outcomes will guaran-
tee the rights of people in the South
and the North. | also hope the NDC's
outcomes will lay the foundation for a
democratic state that other countries
in the region will use as a model,”
said Sharf Al-Wadei, a 26-year-old
pharmacist.

“I want a policy that comes out

of the NDC to raise the salaries of
teachers. | want a betterincome
and a betterincome for my hus-
band,” said Fawzia Al-Aghbari, a
32-year-old private-school teacher.

“| follow the dialogue, but | do not
expect results that serve the public
interests. The NDC members were
not elected [by the people], and
its outcomes were already pre-
determined by the countries that
sponsored the Gulf Initiative,” said
Abduljaleel Jazim, a 33-year-old
grocery store employee.

"People are also fed up and are
not optimistic. However, we hope
the NDC outcomes will create a
sense of fairness and satisfaction for
people so that love and tolerance
will be evident,” said Abdulsalam
Al-Sharihi, 30-year-old broadcaster.

Abdulla Saleh Qasim Othman, 27,
is an employee in a restaurant. He
said he is not following the NDC
activities. But he stated, "l expect
good results from this dialogue.”

“I hardly eke out a living for my chil-
dren. | work from the morning until
late at night and then go directly to
sleep. | do not have time to watch
TV. I hear some news on the radio
while driving, but frankly, | do not
care,” said Abdulla Qaed Ahmed, a
40-year-old bus driver.

“I hope the outcomes of the NDC
will preserve Yemen's unity so that
country will be able to overcome
its economic and political crises.
In case of separation, God forbid,
I am concerned about the entire
country, not about myself only,”
said Ali Al-Ba’adani, a 44-year-old
barber.

What analysts are saying about South Sudan’s crisis

Irinnews.org
First Published Jan. 16

ince violence first broke

out on Dec. 15, the con-

flict in South Sudan has

left thousands dead and

displaced hundreds of
thousands more. Representatives
of President Salva Kiir and his rival,
former Vice President Riek Machar,
are meeting in Addis Ababa to at-
tempt to negotiate a settlement and
a ceasefire. Meanwhile, think tanks,
academics and experts have been
scrambling to explain the causes of
the bitter acrimony and bloodshed
that has engulfed the country.

What is the role of the armed
forces?
“The current conflict has three main
dimensions—a  political ~dispute
within the ruling party, the Sudan
People’s  Liberation Movement
(SPLM); a regional and ethnic war;
and a crisis within the army itself,”
Alex de Waal and Abdul Mohammed
wrote in Foreign Affairs.
International Crisis Group notes:
“What has for some time been a
political crisis within the ruling Su-
dan People's Liberation Movement
(SPLM) has now spilled over into
an army that has long been riven by
internal problems, including ethnic
divisions and tensions. The blurred
lines between these institutions,
senior political figures and ethnic
communities—as well as wide-scale
arms proliferation—make the cur-
rent situation particularly volatile.”
The dysfunctional army, de Waal
and Mohammed argue, traces back
to the signing of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005:
“When the CPA was signed, the
SPLA [Sudan People’s Liberation
Army] was, in fact, just one of many
military forces in South Sudan. Ar-
guably as strong as the SPLA was the
rival South Sudan Defense Forces,
which is organized and funded by
Khartoum and has a strong ethnic-
regional base. Many feared a South-
ern civil war following the peace with
the North. But Kiir, newly installed
in 2005, reached out to the SSDF

leadership and other militia com-
manders to offer them membership
in both the army and government.”

The government spent 55 percent
of their budget on defence, and more
than 80 percent of that went to the
salaries of the more than 200,000
people employed by the SPLA. “Over
time, the payout created insur-
mountable obstacles to army reform
and professionalization. The army
was little more than a coalition of
ethnic units tied together by cash
handouts,” they said.

Jok Madut Jok, executive director
of the Sudd Institute, a think tank in
Juba, also points to the fissures built
up during previous conflicts.

“Intense competition for politi-
cal power within the ruling SPLM
was bound to spark violence, as it
was likely to touch the wounds of
the last three decades of liberation
wars, during which South Sudanese
had turned guns against one another
over leadership of the movement.”

These conflicts “were often
patched up or swept under the rug
in the interest of keeping the eyes
on the common goal, but they were
never sufficiently resolved, and far
too many communities were left
wanting for justice.”

He mainly blames the outbreak in
violence on “the failure of the post-
war development programs to meet
the dividends that the citizens highly
expected going into independence.”
Most people in the country have not
seen the development, wealth, rec-
onciliation and security that they
expected when South Sudan became
an independent state.

What about ethnicity?

Hannah Bryce, an international se-
curity expert at Chatham House, ar-
gues that this has been primarily an
ethnic conflict.

“The dynamics of the leadership
struggle between President Salva
Kiir, a Dinka, and former Vice Presi-
dent Riek Macher, a Nuer, colors
politics throughout the country, il-
lustrating the prevalence of political
tribalism at the highest office.”

She also argues that there is a
strong perception by other ethnic

groups that the SPLM and SPLA are
dominated by the Dinka.

But Amir Idris, a professor and
chair of the Department of African
and African American Studies at
Fordham University, strongly dis-
agrees.

“Much of the colonial writing on
the social and political cultures of
South Sudan have focused on two
groups: the Dinka and the Nuer.
Very few have focused on other eth-
nic groups. Politics, therefore, came
to be seen and defined through the
lenses of these two groups.

“It is inaccurate to interpret the
recent political crisis as an ethnic
conflict between President Salva
Kiir, a Dinka, and his former Vice
President, Riek Machar, a Nuer, for
it assumes that the political stabil-
ity can be restored if the two ethnic
groups agree to share political pow-
er,” he said.

He notes that the participation of
all groups in peace agreements is
crucial to the success of peace talks.

“The ongoing conflict is neither
ethnic nor cultural, it’s a political
one. Second, these conflicting ethnic
identities, such as the Nuer and the
Dinka, are not static. They could be-
come peaceful identities if the state
was redefined and restructured in
a way that makes the managing of
and coexistence between overlap-
ping identities possible in postcolo-
nial South Sudan,” he said. This, he
thinks, requires a political solution.

Are administration failures to
blame?

Steve McDonald, director of the Af-
rica Program at the Wilson Center,
says top leaders failed to do their
jobs.

“Since independence, the gov-
ernment of South Sudan has been
wracked with incompetence, mal-
feasance and corruption,” he said.
“Elites were lining their pockets,
while the vast majority went hungry.
Warlords were making deals with
international entrepreneurs in their
sectors, but the central government
seemed totally ineffective.”

Alex Vines of Chatham House, in
an opinion piece in The Guardian,

Photo: UNHCR/ K.McKinsey

A teenager displaced by recent violence washes clothes in a basin at the compound of the U.N. Mis-
sion in South Sudan (UNMISS), which has become a makeshift camp for Nuer people.

wrote, “This current conflict is about
poor political leadership within a
country that is still in need of a mas-
sive state-building exercise.”

He added, “An elite power strug-
gle within the tiny leadership looks
to be drawing the whole country into
a full civil war that is rapidly devel-
oping ethnic dimensions.”

John Campbell, senior fellow for
African Policy Studies at the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, argues that
poor leadership has resulted from
structural problems. “The SPLA was
a liberation movement, not a politi-
cal party. Beyond independence and
‘development’, it has no coherent
political program.”

“It is apparent that South Sudan,
two years after independence, is yet
to establish legitimacy as a state
with a functioning government that
can keep its people safe and provide
services to them,” said Josephine
Kibe and Mwangi S. Kimenyi of
the Brookings Institution’s Africa

Growth Initiative. They accuse the
top leaders of corruption.

“The legitimacy of the state can
only be achieved if it provides es-
sential services such as education,
health and security to the citizens,”
they wrote.

What was the international
community’s role?

“While commentators can argue
about who or what is most at fault
in this terrible turn of events, one
fact is clear: the international com-
munity—the many regional and in-
ternational players who have been
supporting the transition in South
Sudan—shoulders some of the re-
sponsibility,” said Sara Pantuliano,
head of the Humanitarian Policy
Group at the Overseas Development
Institute.

She notes that the international
community had “high expectations
for peace” after the CPA was signed,
and looked at the North-South con-

flict as the main obstacle to peace,
failing to focus on divisions within
the south.

“Concerns and warnings about
the role that patronage and ethnic-
ity play in South Sudan’s politics,
as well as calls to better understand
the causes of vulnerability, power
relations and drivers of instability,
were largely ignored.” The interna-
tional community focused on de-
velopment-based “technical” fixes,
according to Pantuliano.

“Many in the aid sector in South
Sudan have been operating on the
assumption that greater develop-
ment—improved services, infra-
structure, access to food —would
lead to stability and lasting peace,”
she said. “Technical fixes have failed
South Sudan: it’s time to put politics
at the heart of the nation-building
project at last.”

Continued on the back page
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Joining the club

‘Yemen’s WTO membership will encourage competition and boost the state's economy’

Ali Saeed

For 13 years, Yemen was at the negotiation table with
the World Trade Organization (WTO) trying to secure
its place in the international organization. Finally, at
the end of 2013, the Gulf nation’s membership was
approved, and it became the 160th country to join the
WTO. Dr. Hamoud Al-Najar, the chief of the commu-
nication and coordination office for the WTO at the
Ministry of Trade and Industry, accompanied Yemen
on its over-a-decade-long journey. Despite mounting
criticisms of the negative impact Yemen’s accession
will have on its national economy, Al-Najar says the
fight to join the WTO was well worth it. He discusses
with the Yemen Times what it took to get there and
how the Arabian Peninsula’s poorest country can
benefit from the global markets is now a part of.

On why the World Bank (WB)
and the Intentional Monetary
Fund (IMF) both recommend-
ed Yemen join the WTO:
Al-Najar: Yemen started financial
and administrative reforms in late
1995 in partnership with the IMF
and the WB. Trade was one com-
ponent of the financial and admin-
istrative reform program. At that
time Yemen's trade system was
outdated —all imported goods had
to have a license from the Ministry
of Supply and Trade [now referred
to as the Ministry of Trade and In-
dustry].

This license was hard to get due
to bureaucracy. Officials personally
sold licenses instead going through
the law. This law was later revoked.
However that does not mean the
door was opened for all goods to
be imported. Pesticides, explosives
and drugs still require licenses to
enter the country.

The IMF and the WB also recom-
mended Yemen redraft its customs’
tariffs as they were not based on an

economic plan. Tariff rates did not
differentiate much between luxury
goods, commodities and raw mate-
rials. The aim of the tariffs was just
to generate revenue with no consid-
eration of how it fits into the econo-
my. The IMF and the WB suggested
that Yemen gradually shift to a tax
system. Yemen eventually respond-
ed to this request and dropped its
customs’ tariff and introduced a
new sales tax law that took a long
time to implement.

In 1998, Yemen began thinking
about joining the WTO. So the gov-
ernment set up a committee to ex-
plore the possibility of WTO mem-
bership.

In 1999, Yemen applied to be-
come a WTO observer and was ac-
cepted.

On Yemen’s application pro-
cess to become a WTO mem-
ber:

Yemen applied for full WTO mem-
bership in April 2000. The applica-
tion was accepted by the WTO’s gen-

eral council in its meeting on July 7,
2000. The general council allowed
Yemen to begin negotiations allow-
ing for accession. I had the honor to
stand next to our minister of sup-
ply and trade, Mr. Abdul-Aziz Al-
Kumaim, as he delivered Yemen's
statement pertaining to its applica-
tion for WTO membership. Build-
ing new mechanisms and finding
sufficiently trained individuals
were required to begin dealing with
the membership negotiations.

A national committee was set up
to deal with the issue. The commit-
tee, called the National Committee
for the Preparation and Negotia-
tions with the WTO, was headed by
the minister of trade and industry.
Twenty-two others, including dep-
uty ministers, representatives from
the private sector and the Yemeni
Workers Union were also included
in the committee.

A Higher Committee was also
established. It was headed by the
prime minister.

This committee was tasked to

Dr. Hamoud Al-Najar

guide the national committee and
to set specific mandates for the
minister of trade and industry.

An administrative office was also
set up at the ministry of trade and
industry. It was called the Commu-
nication and Coordination Office
for the WTO. This was a joint office
for both the committees.

Besides supporting Yemen’s ac-
cession as a whole, the European
Union supported the establishment
of this administrative office.

On why Yemen's WTO mem-
bership took so long:
When Yemen applied in 2000 for
WTO membership, and the appli-
cation was accepted, Yemen had
to prepare a trade policy fact book
called the Memorandum on Foreign
Trade Regime (MFTR). It had to be
submitted to the WTO’s secretariat
in order to be disseminated to the
organization’s members.

MFTR uses a standard template
for all acceding members to fill out
according to a specific outline.

Yemen was not ready to do this.
There was no one to prepare this
document. Therefore, the data col-
lection and the preparation for the
document took two years. It took
time for officials to familiarize
themselves with the literature of
the [WTOQO].

The National Committee needed
time and the Communication and
Coordination Office working with
the WTO needed time to stream-
line its work at the Ministry of

Trade and Industry.
In 2000, I was tasked as the
economic attaché, responsible

for Yemen’s WTO file. I continued
my work there until 2005. Then, I
came to Yemen. Nagib Hamim, the
chief of the Communication and
Coordination Office at the Ministry
of Trade and Industry took a new
job. He left for Geneva, and I took
over his job here in Sana'a.

After submitting the MFTR, we
received 167 [points needing clari-
fication] on the contents of MFTR.
This is a relatively low number com-
pared to other countries submitting
the document. We were lucky and
this is because Yemen had positive
global relations at that time.

The clarifications included ques-
tions on legislation and laws, as
well as trade policies. It took more
than one year for Yemen to clarify
the 167 [points]. When WTO mem-
bers asked for information, the
concerned department or minis-
try, prepared the answers and then
the National Committee discussed
and approved them. It took a long
time because the answers had to be
translated to English first and had
to be reviewed by an international
consultant here in Yemen. Some-
times it required a review by inter-
national consultants abroad.

This conservativeness [of Yemeni
politicians regarding foreign trade

policy] caused many more ques-
tions. During the first round of
questioning, we were afraid that we
would be questioned more. Each
answer had to go through the [ap-
propriate] government department,
the Technical Committee, the Na-
tional Committee, the consultants
and then sent to the WTO’s govern-
ing body.

In 2004, the first meeting re-
garding Yemen’s accession was
held, chaired by Mr. Hartmut Roe-
ben from Germany.

Then we were asked to present
goods and services offers [regard-
ing market access]. This is protocol.
The U.S. and the EU asked Yemen
for a bilateral meeting in addition
to a multilateral meeting.

Then negotiations went ahead in
two tracks—bilateral and multilat-
eral negotiations. There were also
plurilateral negotiations. This was
done by a group of members with
interests in agricultural support
and other issues.

On criticisms that Yemen con-
sumes goods and services and
doesn’t produce, and there-
fore WTO membership is not
appropriate:

Let's ask all these people who say
[Yemen’s current economic state
puts it at a disadvantage], ‘how do
you know that there is a loss for
Yemen as a result of joining the
WTO?’ Where is the loss?

This is a common misconception
among many people even econo-
mists. They say Yemen is at a loss
from the WTO membership. I ask,
where is this loss? Earnings and
losses are based on figures. So tell
me where the loss in revenues and
for Yemen's membership at the
WTQO?

Continued on the back page
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Article 19 is a weekly awareness broadcast on Radio Yemen Times that tackles some of Yemen'’s
toughest issues: those related to the right to freedom of opinion and expression as defined in Article

19 of the International Declaration of Human Rights.

The program airs on Radio Yemen Times, 88.8 FM, on Wednesdays at 8 p.m.

and is rebroadcast on Saturdays at 11 a.m
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Reflections on Yemen’s revolution
and what is up next for Yemen

This week’s Radio Yemen Times Article 19 program discussed the relationship between the freedom of
expression and the uprisings that swept the Middle East beginning in 2011, known as the Arab Spring. To
comment on how the anti-government protests played out and what they now mean in the nations where
they took place, the program featured Mustafa Nasr, the head of Studies and Economic Media Center, and
Abdulbari Al-Hassani, the head of the Organizing Committee of the Youth Revolutionary Council.

On the lessons of injustice:

Al-Hassani: “The Arab Spring revolutions broke out to
reclaim lost freedom and rights. It makes sense that an
explosion happens after pressure mounts. The popular
outrage started in Tunisia and then in Egypt and Syria.
Libya and Yemen followed. The first lesson learned hap-
pened after [former Tunisian President] Ben Ali left. Each
dictator...faced an end to their rule, some with death as
happened to [former Libyan leader] Muammar Gaddafi or
some with prison as was the case with [former Egyptian
President] Hosni Mubarak.”

On the causes of the Arab Spring:

Nasr: “Prior to the breakout of the Arab Spring, tension
was mounting because of the long-standing absence of
[human dignity]. People were not free. Their hearts were
filled with anger towards the corrupt rulers and regimes.”

On counter-revolutions:

Nasr: “Yes, these revolutions erupted and brought down
regimes, taking influence and wealth from them. Former
powers, without a doubt, continue to look for ways to pre-
serve their rule. They use a different language, but it's
close to the revolutionary language.”

The main goal of the
youth protests was

to oust [Ali Abdulla
Saleh’s] regime. They
accomplished that.
Regarding what else
is going to be accom-
plished, now it’s up to
politicians

On leadership and the Arab Spring:

Al-Hassani: “The Arab revolutions were not leaderless
or unstructured, as some may think. The revolutions were
created by leaders. The youth took to the streets. Their
leader was the injustice which they suffered from. When a
revolution breaks out, it is not necessary to find a political
leader for it. The revolution created leaders out of men.”

On the aspirations of the youth revolution
in Yemen:

Al-Hassani: “The main goal of the youth protests was to
oust [Ali Abdulla Saleh’s] regime. They accomplished that.
Regarding what else is going to be accomplished, now it’s
up to politicians. But this doesn’t mean the revolution is
over. There have been things like the overthrow of Saleh’s
regime, a military restructuring and the National Dialogue
Conference, but the revolution is not complete.”

The youth asserted
their right to the
Jreedom of expression,
which is the most
important among
political rights.

Al-Hassani: “We are working to accomplish eight revolu-
tionary goals. This includes getting rid of the remnants of
Saleh’s corrupt regime. We will revolt against anyone in the
current government who does not believe in democracy or
the ideals of the popular revolution. Those who participat-
ed in the uprising set the tone for upcoming generations.
Revolutions are planned by the intelligent, carried out by
the brave and stolen by the villains.”

On why it took Yemen so long to rise up:

Al-Hassani: “We had this fear that controlled people.
They were concerned about their livelihoods and their
jobs. It doesn’t leave time to take to the streets to oppose
injustice. However, this fear ended with the outbreak of the
other Arab Spring revolutions.”

On revolutionary messages:

Al-Hassani: “We had clear messages and aims during
the revolution, the most important of which was ousting
the regime. Our revolution was an extension of the Sep-
tember 26 [in 1962 when North Yemen overthrew the
imam] and October 14 [1963 when South Yemen gained
independence from British imperial rule] revolutions. Our
new message is that we must force the remaining corrupt
officials and remnants of the former regime out of all state
institutions.”

On youth’s awareness:

Nasr: “The youth asserted their right to the freedom of
expression, which is the most important among political
rights. The [Arab] revolutions were unique and must be
taught to generations to come.”

Nasr: “The youth took to streets in the name of change,
combating corruption and to fight for dignity. We need to
keep this in mind and prosecute any official who violates
their obligation [to the public interest].”

Al-Hassani: “As revolutionary youth, we have been on a
break since the beginning of the National Dialogue Confer-
ence [NDC], but we will resume the activities of the peace-
ful revolution to achieve our goals because we are more
organized now.”

Nasr: “The revolution is an ongoing process of change,
which requires us to be hopeful. We have to keep the peo-
ple active because they are the heart of any revolution. It's
disastrous when revolutions take place without the partici-
pation of a certain segment of society. This has happened
in Yemen. Yemenis in rural areas were not engaged to the
level they should have been.”

YOUR TURN

% “The youth used innovative means during the
Arab Spring revolutions to oppose autocratic
regimes. They used technology, media, demon-
strations and mass civil disobedience to force
regimes out,” said Waleed Al-Amari.

“ “The message of any community should be clear
during their protests or sit-ins and should not be
misused by the media,” said Maeen Abdulmalik.

Callers, Facebook followers and citizens on the street have their say

0,

% “Revolutions are a process of radical change,
but only a partial revolution took place in Yemen.
Some youth have started to reorganize them-
selves to take on corruption in the country,” said
Ameen Al-Medwahi.

% “Peaceful revolutions are good. The Arab Spring
revolutions were limited to political ambitions and
attempts to gain power,” said Hamza Adnan.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

What analysts are
saying about South
Sudan’s crisis

How to get justice and account-
ability?

An article for the United States Insti-
tute for Peace (USIP), by Princeton
Lyman, Jon Temin and Susan Sti-
gant, called the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD)-
hosted talks in Addis Ababa between
the Kiir and Machar camps a “posi-
tive first step to bring an immediate
end to the killing, destruction and
displacement.”
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However, they noted that “this is
only the first of many steps. Horrific
as the violence since mid-December
has been, the crisis also presents an
opportunity to address unresolved
issues and put South Sudan back on
the path of democratization, good
governance and peace—a path from
which it deviated well before the cur-
rent crisis.”

“Peace processes in South Sudan
have a long track record of priori-
tizing reconciliation at all costs and
failing to secure remedies for people
affected by conflict,” note David
Deng, research director for the South
Sudan Law Society (SSLS), and Eliz-
abeth Deng, a human rights lawyer
based in Nairobi. “To avoid repeating
past mistakes, an integrated process
of truth-telling, justice and reconcili-
ation should be included in any me-
diated agreement between Kiir and
Machar.”

The authors suggest establishing a
hybrid court, administered by both
national and international staff, sim-
ilar to those employed in Sierra Le-
one, East Timor, Kosovo and Cam-
bodia. “Given the lack of capacity,
credibility and independence of the
justice system, it is clear that with-
out international support, impartial
investigations and prosecutions can-
not take place,” they said.

“Whatever solutions [are] arrived
at, they must include some form of
justice mechanism built into the final
deal so as to ensure that the victims

of these atrocities are not just swept
aside as collateral damage, as they
were under the CPA,” said Jok, of the
Sudd Institute.

Beyond the current crisis, USIP
recommends restarting the constitu-
tion-writing process. “The process of
developing a permanent constitution
has the potential to be a vehicle for
nation building and reform in South
Sudan.”

But for the process to be meaning-
ful, “there must be sufficient resourc-
es and support,” they argue. “There
must be an understanding that
constitution-making is not strictly
a technical exercise. Rather, consti-
tution-making should be a vehicle

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

to define a national vision, forge a
national identity, and rebuild trust
between citizens and leaders, among
citizens and between communities.”

“Ultimately, any solution that
fails to change the fundamental way
politics is done in South Sudan is no
solution at all,” said Peter Greste, a
journalist for Al Jazeera. “If we wind
up with a ‘power sharing’ deal that
papers over the structural cracks
without tackling the political culture,
the country will settle back into an
uneasy calm but it will, inevitably,
explode once again.”

This article is republished with per-
mission from IRIN.
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Joining the club

It is really nothing. Why nothing?
Because we have not made any
commitment beyond the current
situation. Yemen does not lose any-
thing because of the WTO mem-
bership.

Let's say that our situation is not
great and Yemen's economic poli-
cies are wrong. The current poor
economic circumstances are con-
sequences of inappropriate eco-
nomic policy.

Inthe 1960s and 1970s Yemen ad-
opted extreme policies that curbed
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in the importation of foreign prod-
ucts to protect its domestic ones.
This policy encouraged owners of
industrial plants to drop in quality
because there was no competition.

Yemen later opened the door
to imported products that conse-
quently hurt [local] textile facto-
ries. Yemen doesn’t have anything
to lose, [it was already at rock bot-
tom].

On whether Yemen’s WTO
membership will contribute
to a more secure and stable
nation:

Yemen’s WTO membership will
encourage competition and boost
the state's economy to keep up with
global trade under a multilateral
trading system. It also promotes
direct foreign investment in the
country. New investments, even
in limited numbers, will create
job opportunities. More national
products will be exported to other
markets without customs tariffs
or quotas. This will bolster the
national economy. Whenever an
economy grows, opportunities for
peace and stability increase.

On whether it is possible to
change import/export regula-
tions in a way that is benefi-
cial for Yemeni products:

Some law and articles related to
import and export regulations had
to be amended by Yemen before the
WTO finalized Yemen’s accession.
They were amended in compliance
with the WTO’s standards. There
are only two or three laws Yemen is
still required to pass. Then, the le-
gal frame of the internal and exter-
nal trade system in Yemen will be
in line with the WTO agreements.
Concerned departments in Yemen

Photo: Yemen Times archive
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A view from Aden Port, a hub for commercial activity. Yemen's
geographic location on the Red Sea will enable it to play a vital
role in both regional and global trade, said Dr. Hamoud Al-Na-
jar. “Trade between Africa and South Asia opens many doors. It
is an opportunity for the next generation.”

should review these laws and regu-
lations in parallel with the world
trade developments.

On the major benefits of Ye-
men’s WTO membership:

It is an important chance for Ye-
men. Some countries have been
able to benefit from their WTO sta-
tus and others have failed to do so.
The question is how does Yemen
use this chance?

Yemen has many advantages that
others do not have, this includes its
strategic geographic location.

Yemen's location will enable it to
play a vital role in the region and
later on in world. In the past, Ye-
menis had been known for their
work in trade more than their work
in agriculture or in industry. Trade
between Africa and South Asia
opens many doors. It is an oppor-
tunity for the next generation.

Yemenis have to use commercial
trade routes that their ancestors

once did. After that, they will have
the wealth to move to manufactur-
ing and maintain trade relations.
In a statement made at the WTO’s
ninth ministerial conference in
Bali, Indonesia, the minister of
trade and industry, Dr. Saadaldeen
Bin Talib highlighted the strong
global trade routes Yemenis used
to have.

On how membership in the
WTO will affect the common
consumer

Yemen’s WTO membership will not
be the cause of price hikes and will
not mean that products are coun-
terfeit. Yemen’s WTO membership
ensures the consumer his right to
buy a product that is not counter-
feit and of international standards.
In the next period, Yemen will be
making many efforts to ensure the
consumer that imported products
are meeting international stan-
dards.
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