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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA'A, April 14—In a Cabinet 
meeting on Thursday, the govern-
ment endorsed a bill granting am-
nesty to Southern leaders it had 
issued verdicts against in 1997 as a 
result of the 1994 civil war. 

The Criminal Court assigned to 
resolve the state's security related 
issues in 1997 issued the verdicts 
against 16 Southern leaders ac-
cused of a secessionist plot. The 
verdicts ranged from imprison-
ment to the death sentence.  

"The government's decision to 
abolish the verdicts issued against 
Southern leaders is an attempt to 
bridge the gap between the [for-
mer] South and North of Yemen 
and to close the book on the past, 
based on orders given by President 
Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi," said a 
statement released on Thursday by 
the Cabinet. 

The bill will be referred to Par-
liament in upcoming days, accord-
ing to the statement.  

The bill also called for the void-
ing of all judgments and penalties 
issued against Southern leaders 
after the war, allowing those who 
fled	
�    to	
�    return	
�    from	
�    abroad	
�    without	
�    

any restrictions or exceptions. It 
also establishes a committee to re-
solve any remaining issues result-
ing from the criminal charges and 
judgements following the verdicts 
against Southern leaders.  
“This	
�     decree	
�     will	
�     not	
�     influence	
�    

our demands for separation,” Abdu 
Al-Ma'tari, the spokesperson for 
the Southern Movement, told the 
Yemen Times. 

Al-Ma'tari said the amnesty has 
come too late for many because 

many of the people it would apply 
to have died.  

"This is a serious step by the 
government to settle the situa-
tion, end the tension between the 
South and the North and resolve 
all mistakes and effects caused by 
the 1994 war and its impact on the 
lives of several Southern political 
leaders. It addresss the political 
exclusion and marginalization of 
all state institutions in the past," 
said the political analyst Fadhl Al-
Rabei, head of Madar Studies Cen-
ter in Aden.
"The	
�    decree	
�    reflects	
�    the	
�    govern-

ment's intention to pave the way 
for an appropriate political envi-
ronment that would involve all po-
litical components as it establishes 
a new democratic state based on 
equal citizenship and the rule of 
law." 

According to Al-Rabei, the bill 
implements the third of the 11 

points provided by the National 
Dialogue Conference (NDC) Tech-
nical Committee, which called for 
the revocation of all verdicts is-
sued against  Southern leaders.

In a speech delivered in 2003, 
during the 13th anniversary of 
unification,	
�     former	
�     President	
�     Ali	
�    

Abdulla Saleh announced amnes-
ty for 16 southern leaders who re-
ceived verdicts following the civil 
war.

"This amnesty wasn't applied be-
cause it was announced in a speech 
delivered by Saleh. If the amnesty 
was followed by a judicial verdict, 
it would have strengthened unity 
among Southerners and Northern-
ers," said Al-Ma'tari.

Abdulrahman Barman, a lawyer 
with the National Organization for 
Defending Rights and Freedoms 
(HOOD), said that the presidential 
amnesty in 2003 was only political 
rhetoric,	
�     and	
�     did	
�     not	
�     specifically	
�    

allow those concerned to return, 
nor did it prevent new verdicts 
from being issued against them. 
The new bill addressed these is-
sues, Barman said. 

Unity between former North and 
South Yemen was declared on May 
22, 1990. Ali Abdulla Saleh was 
declared president of the new re-
public and Ali Salem Al-Beidh, the 
former president of the South, was 
appointed his vice president. 

A civil war in 1994 threatened 
the fragile unity, but the North 
prevailed and the country re-
mained	
�    unified.	
�    Al-Beidh	
�     and	
�    his	
�    

allies	
�    fled	
�    the	
�    country.	
�    

Five of the 16 Southern leaders 
were issued death sentences, in-
cluding Al-Beidh, who currently 
resides in Lebanon, Haider Al-
Atas, who was prime minister fol-
lowing unity and currently resides 
in Egypt, and Haitham Qasim, the 
defense minister following unity.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SHABWA, April 14—Fifty fam-
ilies have been displaced from 
Al-Ain district of Shabwa over the 
past week in clashes between two 
local tribes.

Violent clashes broke out be-
tween the Al-Ahwal and Al-Aslm 
tribes last Tuesday, leaving six 
people dead including two wom-
en. Four others were injured.

Zabin Atia, a journalist in Shab-
wa, said that there are humani-
tarian concerns as the displaced 
families have no access to food 
supplies. 

The	
�    fighting	
�    was	
�    sparked	
�    by	
�    the	
�    

killing of an Al-Aslm tribal sheikh 
by members of the rival tribe in 
Huraib market, according to Atia.  

He added that the sheikh was 
thought to have been behind an 
attempt to assassinate Brigadier 
Ahmed Ali Mohsen, who belongs 
to the Al-Ahwal tribe, on Jan. 19. 

Mohsen survived an ambush 
by armed men in Ain district. His 
bodyguard, Sheikh Ali Hashla was 
wounded. 

"Electricity transformers, water 
projects and schools were dam-
aged	
�     in	
�     the	
�     fighting	
�     from	
�     both	
�    

sides. Human rights activists 

called on the governorate leader-
ship to step in, but in vain," Atia 
added. 

Attempts by local tribal leaders 
to mediate have been unsuccess-
ful so far, according to Atia.

Mubark Lazlm, the assistant 
security manager in the area, said 
that authorities would mandate 
tribal	
�     mediators	
�     to	
�     find	
�     a	
�     solu-
tion	
�     to	
�     the	
�    ongoing	
�     conflict,	
�     add-
ing that tribal mediation is more 
effective in an area controlled by 
tribes such as Al-Ain. 
"This	
�    is	
�    not	
�    the	
�    first	
�    time	
�    fight-

ing has taken place between these 
two tribes. They have been in con-

flicts	
�    since	
�    1996,"	
�    said	
�    Lazlm.

Abdulsalam Zurara, a tribal 
sheikh from Shabwa, said that the 
root	
�    cause	
�    of	
�    the	
�    conflict	
�    between	
�    

the two tribes began with a land 
dispute in 1996. 

The dispute has escalated, said 
Zurara, and each tribe attempts to 
target	
�    leading	
�    tribal	
�    figures.

Abdurabu Al-Hashla, the sec-
retary general of the local council 
who belongs to Al Al-Ahwal tribe, 
declined to comment on the story.  

On March 10, four people were 
killed in clashes between Al-Askr 
tribe and Al-Dola tribe in Nisab 
district of Shabwa.
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Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, April 13—Unidentified	
�    

armed men kidnapped an Uzbek 
doctor from the heart of Marib city 
on Sunday afternoon.

The kidnapped, Saliv Momn 
Jon, worked for a public hospital 
in Marib, according to Ahmed Ra-
feeq, who said he lived in the same 
building as Jon.

“The kidnappers are a group of 
gunmen, some of whom were wear-
ing military uniforms. They kid-
napped the doctor when he was at a 
market in the heart of Marib city,” 
Rafeeq told the Yemen Times. 

“Armed men attempted two 

times to abduct me [from the mar-
ket], but I escaped from inside the 
car.	
�    It	
�    was	
�    the	
�    first	
�    time	
�    my	
�    friend	
�    

faced the kidnappers,” said Ra-
feeq.  

He said the Uzbek national was 
kidnapped in public. 

“People were watching, but they 
did	
�    not	
�    lift	
�    a	
�    finger.	
�    He	
�    was	
�    shout-
ing loudly, yet no one saved him. 
Though we have security forces de-
voted to protecting us, they did not 
do their job,” said Rafeeq. 

Abshal Abdulla Al-Fatini, a trib-
al sheikh from the Murad tribe in 
Marib,	
�    pointed	
�    the	
�    finger	
�    at	
�    the	
�    Al-

Tuaiman tribe.
“We received news on Monday 

that the kidnappers belong to Al-
Tuaiman tribe of Sirwah district. 
The other tribes will not be silent in 
the face of this act. The Uzbek doc-
tor was popular,” Al-Fatini said.

He denounced the kidnapping, 
saying that such acts harm the 
public interest and lead to a nega-
tive portrayal of Marib. 

Colonel Mohammed Hizam, the 
deputy head of public relations at 
the Ministry of Interior, said that 
security forces closed all major 
routes in and out of the city for 
hours after the kidnapping. He 
said the kidnappers have not been 
identified	
�     and	
�     investigations	
�     are	
�    

still underway.  

According to Hizam, doctors 
working in the public hospital in 
Marib have protection from secu-
rity services, but Jon preferred go 
to the market alone. 

Al-Fatini says he has also been 
involved in attempts to locate a 
German national who was kid-
napped from Sana’a in February 
and taken to Marib. 

“We searched for him in every 
district but we found nothing,” said 
Al-Fatini. 

The fate of other kidnap victims 
such as Noor Ahmed, an Iranian 
embassy worker who was kid-
napped on Aug. 21 from Sana’a, re-
mains uncertain.

Cabinet endorses bill granting 
amnesty for Southern leaders

Uzbek doctor kidnapped in Marib 

Haitham Qasim Haider Al-Atas Ali Salim Al-Beidh

Name Punishment 

Ali Saleh Al-Beidh - President of the 
South before unity and the post-unity 
vice president

Death sentence 

Haider Abu Bakr Al-Atas - Post-unity 
prime minister

Death sentence 

Saleh Mansr Al-Saili (deceased) Death sentence 

Haithm Qasim Taher - First post-unity 
defense minister

Death sentence 

Saleh Obaid Ahmed Death sentence 

Brigadier Muthna Salem Askr (de-
ceased)

Ten-year imprisonment 

Qasim Yahia Saleh Ten-year imprisonment 

Mohammed Ali Al-Qairahi Ten-year imprisonment  

Abdulrahman Al-Jifri Ten-year imprisonment  

Ali Sulaiman Nasser Masood Seven-year imprisonment  

Anees Hassn Yahia Five-year imprisonment 

Salem Mohammed Abdulla Jubran Five-year imprisonment 

Obaid Mubark bin Daghr Three-year imprisonment

Saleh Abu Bakr bin Hasain (deceased) Suspended sentence

Qasim Abdulrab  Saleh Suspended sentence

Saleh Shaef Hussein (deceased) Suspended sentence

16 Southerners granted amnesty by bill

Families displaced in Shabwa violence
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T
he atmosphere at the 

Shahran Hotel was 

charming and beau-

tiful, with enjoyable 

music. The Shahran 

Hotel is part of the Universal 

Group Hotels and hosts artistic 

and cultural events every Fri-

day.

This program is designed to re-

vive business and make a posi-

tive change, according to Ma-

zen Al-Shaibani, the marketing 

manager of Universal group.

Various events will be put on for 

the guests every Friday night 

and guests will enjoy good qual-

ity food and western music that 

is played around the swimming 

pool, as well as other services.

Al-Shaiban said he was pleased 

to have worked on the planning 

of the events with local organi-

zatons. He especially enjoyed 

working with women and build-

ing tourism in the country. 

Two	
�     winners	
�     of	
�     a	
�     raffle	
�     last	
�    
week won prizes, including trips 

to Jordan and a two-night-stay 

at Shahran Hotel.

Artistic and Cultural events at 

Shahran Hotel
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Najma Ali

SANA’A, April 13—Around 300 
protesters	
�     from	
�     groups	
�     affiliated	
�    

with	
�     the	
�     February	
�     11	
�     Movement	
�    

gathered	
�     in	
�    Bab	
�     al-Yemen	
�     on	
�     Sun-

day	
�    and	
�    marched	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Ministry	
�    of	
�    

Finance	
�     on	
�     Zubairy	
�     Street	
�     calling	
�    

for	
�     the	
�     overthrow	
�     of	
�     the	
�     govern-

ment. 
The	
�    group	
�    called	
�    on	
�    government	
�    

employees	
�     to	
�     join	
�     the	
�     movement	
�    

and	
�     for	
�     the	
�     international	
�     commu-

nity	
�     to	
�     stop	
�     aid	
�     to	
�     Yemen	
�     until	
�     a	
�    

more	
�     transparent	
�     and	
�     accountable	
�    

government	
�     is	
�     installed,	
�     according	
�    

to	
�    a	
�    press	
�    statement	
�    from	
�    the	
�    move-

ment.   
Starting	
�     at	
�     Bab	
�     Al-Yemen,	
�     pro-

testers	
�    marched	
�    and	
�    chanted,	
�    call-

ing	
�     for	
�     a	
�     second	
�     revolution.	
�     The	
�    

February	
�    11	
�    Movement,	
�    established	
�    

in	
�    January,	
�    consists	
�    of	
�    a	
�    number	
�    of	
�    

allied	
�     political	
�     parties,	
�     including	
�    

Ansar	
�     Allah	
�     (the	
�     political	
�     wing	
�     of	
�    

the	
�     Houthis),	
�     the	
�     Baath	
�     Party,	
�     Al-

Karamah	
�     Party,	
�     Al-Waffaq	
�     Party,	
�    	
�    

and	
�    Al-Umah	
�    and	
�    Al-Salam	
�    Partes.	
�    	
�    

“We	
�    are	
�    representing	
�    the	
�    people,	
�    

and	
�    I’m	
�    here	
�    to	
�    also	
�    show	
�    my	
�    sup-

port	
�     for	
�     Ansar	
�     Allah,”	
�     said	
�     Abdul-

malik	
�    Mohammed	
�    Kobar,	
�    who	
�    iden-

tified	
�     himself	
�     as	
�     the	
�     chief	
�     security	
�    

officer	
�    of	
�    Alheimah	
�    district,	
�    west	
�    of	
�    

the	
�    capital.	
�    

Abdulla	
�    bin	
�    Ammar,	
�     the	
�    spokes-

person	
�     for	
�     the	
�     February	
�     11	
�     Move-

ment,	
�    warned	
�    that	
�    the	
�    group	
�    would	
�    

escalate	
�    protest	
�    action	
�    if	
�     there	
�    was	
�    

no	
�    change	
�    in	
�    government.	
�    He	
�    would	
�    

not	
�     give	
�     any	
�     details	
�     on	
�     what	
�     that	
�    

might	
�    entail.	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     bin	
�     Ammar,	
�     the	
�    

movement	
�    has	
�    now	
�    formed	
�    a	
�    prepa-

ratory	
�     committee	
�     led	
�    by	
�     the	
�    heads	
�    

of	
�     the	
�     affiliated	
�     parties,	
�     which	
�     in-

clude	
�    prominent	
�    figures	
�    like	
�    Ahmed	
�    

Saif	
�     Hashed,	
�     a	
�     former	
�     member	
�     of	
�    

Parliament	
�    and	
�    a	
�    co-founder	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

Save	
�    the	
�    Revolution	
�    Front,	
�    a	
�    group	
�    

that	
�    participated	
�    in	
�    the	
�    2011	
�    up-

rising.	
�    

The	
�     political	
�     parties	
�     that	
�    

make	
�    up	
�    the	
�    February	
�    11	
�    Move-

ment	
�    were	
�    involved	
�    in	
�    the	
�    2011	
�    

uprising	
�    that	
�    led	
�    to	
�    the	
�    stepping	
�    

down	
�     of	
�     former	
�     President	
�     Ali	
�    

Abdulla	
�     Salah.	
�     They	
�     were	
�     also	
�    

involved	
�     in	
�     a	
�     previous	
�     “Rescue	
�    

Campaign”	
�     which	
�     sought	
�     a	
�     re-

shuffling	
�    of	
�    the	
�    government	
�    and	
�    

the	
�     resignation	
�     of	
�     a	
�     number	
�     of	
�    

ministers.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, April 14—A group of 
about	
�    50	
�    peace	
�    activists	
�    arrived	
�    in	
�    

Sana’a	
�     on	
�     Saturday	
�     after	
�     a	
�     three-

day	
�     long	
�     “Peace	
�    March”	
�     in	
�    Amran	
�    

and	
�    Sa’ada	
�    governorates.

Ez	
�     Al-deen	
�     Al-Sharabi,	
�     one	
�     of	
�    

the	
�     march	
�     coordinators,	
�     said	
�     that	
�    

the	
�    march	
�     was	
�     organized	
�     to	
�     draw	
�    

attention	
�    to	
�    the	
�    deteriorating	
�    secu-

rity	
�    situation	
�    and	
�    promote	
�    peace	
�    in	
�    

the	
�    two	
�    governorates.	
�    	
�    	
�    

“The	
�    march	
�    was	
�    not	
�    a	
�     fact-find-

ing	
�    committee.	
�    The	
�    activists	
�    aimed	
�    

to	
�     meet	
�     with	
�     citizens	
�     and	
�     leading	
�    

social	
�    figures	
�    in	
�    the	
�    conflict-strick-

en	
�    areas	
�    and	
�    to	
�    call	
�    on	
�    them	
�    to	
�    dis-

tance	
�     themselves	
�     from	
�     sectarian-

ism,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Sharabi.

The	
�     activists	
�     traveled	
�     in	
�     convoy	
�    

to	
�     Amran	
�     and	
�     Sa’ada	
�     but	
�     avoided	
�    

some	
�     of	
�     the	
�     most	
�     volatile	
�     areas	
�    

such	
�    as	
�    Bait	
�    Badi,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    Al-

Sharabi.	
�    

He	
�    added	
�    that	
�    the	
�    activists	
�    were	
�    

well	
�    received.	
�    

“We	
�    passed	
�    the	
�    Houthi-controlled	
�    

Al-Dhabir	
�    camp	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Amran	
�    area.	
�    

The	
�    Houthis	
�    thought	
�    we	
�    were	
�    affili-

ated	
�    with	
�    political	
�    parties.	
�    We	
�    told	
�    

them	
�    our	
�    aim	
�    was	
�    only	
�    peace.	
�    They	
�    

understood	
�     and	
�     sent	
�     some	
�     indi-

viduals	
�    to	
�    accompany	
�    us	
�    to	
�    Sa’ada	
�    

governorate,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Sharabi.	
�    

The	
�     Houthi	
�     group	
�     has	
�     been	
�     in	
�    

control	
�    of	
�    most	
�    of	
�    Sa’ada	
�    since	
�    the	
�    

2011	
�     uprising	
�     left	
�     a	
�     security	
�     vacu-

um	
�    in	
�    the	
�    country.	
�    

Over	
�     the	
�     last	
�     year,	
�     the	
�     Sana’a-

Sa’ada	
�     road	
�     has	
�     been	
�     blocked	
�     by	
�    

checkpoints,	
�     especially	
�     after	
�     fight-

ing	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    between	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    

and	
�    tribal	
�    opponents.	
�    

Before	
�     leaving	
�    Sana’a	
�    on	
�    Thurs-

day,	
�     the	
�     organizers	
�     of	
�     the	
�     “Peace	
�    

March”	
�    contacted	
�    tribal	
�    sheikhs	
�    in	
�    

Sa’ada	
�    and	
�    Amran	
�    to	
�    request	
�    their	
�    

assistance	
�    in	
�    facilitating	
�    the	
�    march,	
�    

Al-Sharabi	
�    said.

He	
�    claimed	
�    that	
�    dozens	
�    of	
�    locals	
�    

in	
�     both	
�     governorates	
�     participated	
�    

in	
�    the	
�    initiative.

Antar	
�     Al-Daifani,	
�     a	
�     resident	
�     in	
�    

Amran,	
�     said	
�     the	
�     march	
�     success-

fully	
�     conveyed	
�     a	
�    message	
�     to	
�     those	
�    

involved	
�    in	
�    the	
�    conflict,	
�    reminding	
�    

them	
�    to	
�    avoid	
�    violence	
�    and	
�    resolve	
�    

their	
�    differences	
�    peacefully.	
�    

However,	
�    the	
�    “Peace	
�    March”	
�    was	
�    

not	
�    without	
�    its	
�    critics.	
�    

“This	
�     march	
�     was	
�     more	
�     trouble-

some	
�     than	
�     being	
�     peaceful,”	
�     said	
�    

Mohammed	
�    Al-Bukhaiti,	
�     a	
�    Houthi	
�    

leader.	
�    Al-Bukhaiti	
�    accused	
�    the	
�    ac-

tivists	
�    of	
�    having	
�    acted	
�    provocatively	
�    

in	
�    Sa’ada.	
�    

“Peace	
�     is	
�     not	
�     realized	
�     by	
�     exag-

gerations.	
�     Those	
�     who	
�     want	
�     peace	
�    

should	
�    bring	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    their	
�    

opponents	
�    to	
�    one	
�    table	
�    and	
�    resolve	
�    

their	
�    issues,”	
�    said	
�    Al-Bukhaiti.

Ali Ibrahim AL-Moshki

SANA’A, April 14—The	
�     Minis-

try	
�    of	
�    Interior	
�    las	
�    week	
�    suspended	
�    

the	
�     issuing	
�     and	
�     renewal	
�     of	
�     guns	
�    

licenses	
�     in	
�     preparation	
�     for	
�     the	
�    

implementation	
�     of	
�     a	
�     new	
�     regula-

tory	
�    mechanism,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    the	
�    

ministry.	
�    

“The	
�    interior	
�    minister	
�    has	
�    given	
�    

orders	
�    to	
�    suspend	
�    renewing	
�    or	
�    is-

suing	
�    gun	
�     licenses	
�    because	
�    of	
�     the	
�    

proliferation	
�    of	
�     arms	
�     in	
�     the	
�    main	
�    

cities,”	
�     said	
�     Ahmed	
�     Harba,	
�     the	
�    

press	
�    secretary	
�    for	
�    the	
�    Ministry	
�    of	
�    

Interior

Harba	
�    said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    easy	
�    access	
�    

to	
�     licenses	
�     permitting	
�     gun	
�     own-

ers	
�    to	
�    carry	
�    weapons	
�    in	
�    public	
�    has	
�    

made	
�    it	
�    very	
�    difficult	
�    for	
�    the	
�    min-

istry	
�    to	
�    tighten	
�    up	
�    firearm	
�    regula-

tions	
�    in	
�    the	
�    major	
�    cities.	
�    

Harba	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     ministry	
�    

has	
�     begun	
�     implementing	
�     new	
�    

regulatory	
�    measures,	
�     adding	
�     that	
�    

whoever	
�     wants	
�     to	
�     acquire	
�     a	
�     gun	
�    

license	
�    must	
�     bring	
�     the	
�     firearm	
�     to	
�    

the	
�     Criminal	
�     Evidence	
�     Depart-

ment	
�    at	
�     the	
�    ministry	
�    and	
�    provide	
�    

the	
�    owner’s	
�    name	
�    and	
�    fingerprints	
�    

and	
�    register	
�    the	
�    gun’s	
�    serial	
�    num-

ber.	
�    

Harba	
�     denied	
�     local	
�     media	
�     re-

ports	
�     that	
�     the	
�     minister	
�     has	
�     sus-

pended	
�     the	
�     current	
�     licenses.	
�     He	
�    

added	
�    that	
�    the	
�    minister	
�    only	
�    gave	
�    

orders	
�    not	
�    to	
�    renew	
�    them.

“This	
�    is	
�    a	
�    good	
�    decision	
�    because	
�    

we	
�     should	
�     regulate	
�     the	
�     process	
�    

of	
�     issuing	
�     gun	
�     licenses.	
�     I	
�     know	
�    

people	
�     who	
�     carry	
�    more	
�     than	
�     one	
�    

weapon	
�     using	
�     the	
�     same	
�     license,”	
�    

said	
�    Mosaed	
�    Al-Salimi,	
�    a	
�    resident	
�    

of	
�    Sana’a.	
�    

Al-Salimi	
�    said	
�    that	
�    he	
�    hopes	
�    the	
�    

ministry	
�     will	
�     seriously	
�     apply	
�     the	
�    

decree	
�     this	
�     time,	
�     unlike	
�     in	
�     previ-

ous	
�    years.	
�    

The	
�    Supreme	
�    Security	
�    Commit-

tee	
�    and	
�    the	
�    Interior	
�    Ministry	
�    have	
�    

carried	
�     out	
�     similar	
�     campaigns	
�     in	
�    

the	
�    past	
�    aimed	
�    at	
�    maintaining	
�    se-

curity.	
�    Shops	
�    selling	
�    military	
�    uni-

forms	
�     were	
�     ordered	
�     to	
�     close	
�     and	
�    

motorcycles	
�     were	
�     banned	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

city	
�    last	
�    December	
�    after	
�    a	
�    spate	
�    of	
�    

assassinations	
�    carried	
�    out	
�    on	
�    mo-

torcycles.	
�    

A	
�    security	
�    campaign	
�    in	
�    Novem-

ber	
�     attempted	
�     to	
�     clamp	
�     down	
�     on	
�    

people	
�    carrying	
�    weapons	
�    on	
�    major	
�    

streets,	
�    and	
�    in	
�    the	
�    previous	
�    month	
�    

the	
�     bearing	
�     of	
�     arms	
�     in	
�     popular	
�    

marketplaces	
�    was	
�    banned.	
�    Neither	
�    

of	
�     these	
�     initiatives,	
�     however,	
�     was	
�    

successfully	
�    enforced.	
�    

Brigadier	
�     Mohsen	
�     Khasroof,	
�     a	
�    

retired	
�     military	
�     expert,	
�     said	
�     that	
�    

the	
�    latest	
�    decision	
�    to	
�    regulate	
�    fire-

arm	
�     possession	
�     is	
�     a	
�     positive	
�     step	
�    

by	
�    the	
�    ministry	
�    and	
�    was	
�    supposed	
�    

to	
�     take	
�    place	
�     several	
�     years	
�    ago	
�     to	
�    

reduce	
�    the	
�    level	
�    of	
�    crime.	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     Khasroof,	
�     taking	
�    

the	
�    fingerprints	
�    of	
�     the	
�    gun	
�    owner	
�    

and	
�    linking	
�    each	
�    license	
�    to	
�    a	
�    specif-

ic	
�    gun	
�    should	
�     reduce	
�     the	
�    number	
�    

of	
�    weapons	
�    because	
�    many	
�    people	
�    

use	
�     a	
�     single	
�     license	
�     for	
�     several	
�    

weapons.
Under	
�     the	
�     new	
�     regulations,	
�    

security	
�    officers	
�    do	
�    not	
�    need	
�    a	
�     li-

cense	
�     to	
�     carry	
�     their	
�     weapons—a	
�    

military	
�    identification	
�    card	
�    is	
�    suf-

ficient.	
�    Ordinary	
�     soldiers,	
�     howev-

er,	
�    require	
�    a	
�    military	
�    identification	
�    

card	
�    in	
�    addition	
�    to	
�    an	
�    official	
�    letter	
�    

from	
�    their	
�    unit.	
�    

Yemen	
�     has	
�     one	
�     of	
�     the	
�     highest	
�    

levels	
�     of	
�     gun	
�     ownership	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

world.	
�    A	
�    2007	
�    report	
�    by	
�    the	
�    Small	
�    

Arms	
�     Survey	
�     put	
�     the	
�     rate	
�     of	
�     gun	
�    

ownership	
�    (both	
�    licit	
�    and	
�    illicit)	
�    at	
�    

54.8	
�    firearms	
�    per	
�    100	
�    people.

Feb. 11 Movement marches through Sana’a, 
demands end to transitional government 

Peace March returns to Sana’a after 
three-day visit to Sa’ada and Amran 

Interior Ministry 
introduces new gun 
regulations

The February 11 Movement has called on the international community to stopping providing aid to Ye--

men until a more transparent and accountable government is in place. Photo by Ahlam Mohsen
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When Moham-
med Al-Hazizi of 
Beni	
�     Matr	
�     first	
�    

purchased	
�     an	
�     oil	
�    

tanker	
�    to	
�    increase	
�    

his	
�     means	
�     of	
�     income,	
�     he	
�     never	
�    

thought it would end up putting him 
in	
�    debt.	
�    But	
�    after	
�    it	
�    was	
�    confiscated	
�    

at	
�    a	
�    roadblock,	
�    he	
�    found	
�    himself	
�    YR	
�    

6	
�    million	
�     (about	
�     $30,000)	
�     in	
�     debt.	
�    

Although	
�     he	
�     owned	
�     the	
�     tanker,	
�     he	
�    

did not own the oil. 
He	
�    had	
�     hired	
�     a	
�    man	
�     to	
�     drive	
�     the	
�    

tanker from Marib to Sana'a in Oc-
tober	
�     2012	
�     when	
�     the	
�     tanker	
�     was	
�    

confiscated	
�     in	
�     the	
�     Nihm	
�     district	
�     of	
�    

Sana'a	
�     governorate.	
�     He	
�     was	
�     trans-
porting the oil for an oil company. 
The	
�    roadblocks	
�    have	
�    become	
�    more	
�    

commonplace	
�    in	
�    the	
�    past	
�    three	
�    years,	
�    

as	
�     the	
�     deteriorating	
�     security	
�     situa-
tion	
�     has	
�     meant	
�     less	
�     governmental	
�    

control,	
�    particularly	
�    in	
�    areas	
�    outside	
�    

of	
�    Sana'a.	
�    The	
�    roadblocks	
�    are	
�    largely	
�    

set-up	
�    in	
�    tribal	
�    areas.

“The	
�     oil	
�     company	
�     should	
�     have	
�    

compensated	
�     me—not	
�     charged	
�     me	
�    

for	
�     the	
�     price	
�     of	
�     the	
�     oil,”	
�     Al-Hazizi	
�    

said.	
�    

While	
�    in	
�    captivity,	
�    the	
�    driver	
�    told	
�    

Al-Hazizi	
�     that	
�     the	
�     tribesmen	
�     had	
�    

presented	
�     demands,	
�     and	
�     that	
�     the	
�    

tanker	
�     would	
�     not	
�     be	
�     released	
�     until	
�    

they had been met. The tribe wanted 
the	
�     government	
�     to	
�     return	
�     weapons	
�    

and	
�    	
�    vehicles	
�    that	
�    it	
�    had	
�    seized	
�    from	
�    

them. 
“The	
�     tribe	
�     in	
�     Nihm	
�     took	
�     the	
�     oil	
�    

tanker	
�    in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    pressure	
�    the	
�    gov-
ernment	
�     to	
�     return	
�     three	
�     cars	
�     and	
�    

weapons	
�    taken	
�    by	
�    the	
�    63rd	
�    Brigade	
�    

in	
�    2011,”	
�    said	
�    Hamam	
�    Murait,	
�    a	
�    trib-
al	
�    sheikh	
�    in	
�    Nihm.

Murait	
�    said	
�    the	
�    tribesmen	
�    in	
�    Nihm	
�    

thought that the oil tanker belonged 
to the oil company. 
For	
�     Al-Hazizi,	
�     he	
�     felt	
�     he	
�     had	
�     no	
�    

choice	
�    other	
�    than	
�    to	
�    set	
�    up	
�    his	
�    own	
�    

roadblocks.	
�    Members	
�    of	
�    his	
�    tribe	
�    set	
�    

up	
�    several	
�     in	
�    Beni	
�    Matr	
�    and	
�    confis-
cated	
�    two	
�    oil	
�    tankers	
�    owned	
�    by	
�    indi-
viduals	
�    from	
�    the	
�    Nihm	
�    area.	
�    

After	
�    Al-Hazizi's	
�    tribe	
�    confiscated	
�    

the	
�     two	
�     oil	
�     tankers	
�     at	
�     a	
�     roadblock	
�    

he	
�    set-up	
�    in	
�    Beni	
�    Matr,	
�    a	
�    mediation	
�    

committee	
�     supervised	
�     by	
�     the	
�     In-
ternational Organization for Peace 
stepped-in.	
�    

The	
�    committee	
�    requested	
�    the	
�    two	
�    

sides	
�    to	
�    hand	
�    over	
�    the	
�    oil	
�    tankers	
�    to	
�    

the	
�    Sana'a	
�     security	
�    department,	
�    ac-
cording to Al-Hazizi. 
After	
�    negotiations,	
�    the	
�    Nihm	
�    tribe	
�    

that	
�     carried	
�     out	
�     the	
�     initial	
�     confis-
cation	
�     of	
�     the	
�     tanker	
�     eventually	
�     re-
turned	
�     it,	
�     but	
�     returned	
�     it	
�     empty,	
�    

after	
�     failing	
�    to	
�    recover	
�    the	
�    weapons	
�    

or	
�    vehicle.	
�    

“We reached an agreement that 
the	
�    government	
�    would	
�    be	
�    liable	
�    and	
�    

responsible	
�     for	
�     any	
�    damages	
�     to	
�     the	
�    

tankers	
�    and	
�     for	
�     the	
�    cost	
�    of	
�     the	
�    oil,”	
�    

Al-Hazizi	
�    said.	
�    

The	
�     Yemen	
�     Petroleum	
�    Company,	
�    

according	
�    to	
�    Al-Hazizi,	
�    continued	
�    to	
�    

demand	
�    compensation	
�    from	
�    him	
�    for	
�    

the	
�    missing	
�    oil.

The	
�     Yemen	
�     Times	
�     contacted	
�     the	
�    

Yemen	
�     Petroleum	
�     Company	
�     but	
�    

they declined to comment. 
Tribesmen	
�    from	
�    Nihm	
�    have	
�    con-

tinued	
�    to	
�    call	
�    for	
�    their	
�    weapons	
�    and	
�    

vehicles	
�     to	
�     be	
�     returned,	
�     and	
�     are	
�    

threatening	
�     to	
�     resume	
�     roadblocks	
�    

if	
�     their	
�     requests	
�     continue	
�     to	
�     be	
�     ig-
nored,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    Murait.	
�    

“We've	
�    done	
�    our	
�    role,	
�    which	
�    was	
�    

to	
�     convince	
�     both	
�     sides	
�     to	
�     release	
�    

the	
�     confiscated	
�     tankers.	
�     The	
�     gov-
ernment	
�     is	
�     now	
�     fulfilling	
�     its	
�     role—

to	
�     uphold	
�     its	
�     responsibility	
�     for	
�     the	
�    

financial	
�     losses	
�     resulting	
�     from	
�     the	
�    

missing	
�    oil,”	
�    said	
�    Sheikh	
�    Abdulrah-
man	
�    Al-Marwani,	
�    head	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Inter-
national Organization for Peace. 
Mohammed	
�     Hizam,	
�     the	
�     deptuty	
�    

head	
�    of	
�    public	
�    relations	
�    at	
�    the	
�    Inte-
rior	
�    Ministry	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    

that	
�    the	
�    government	
�    is	
�    not	
�    respon-
sible	
�    for	
�    compensating	
�    the	
�    oil	
�    com-
pany	
�    or	
�    protecting	
�    oil	
�    tankers.	
�    

“The	
�    tribesmen	
�    who	
�    set	
�    up	
�    these	
�    

roadblocks	
�    often	
�    have	
�    unreasonable	
�    

demands,	
�     such	
�     as	
�     the	
�     release	
�     of	
�     a	
�    

relative	
�     from	
�     prison	
�    who	
�     has	
�     been	
�    

convicted	
�    of	
�    murder,”	
�    Hizam	
�    said.

Tit-for-tat:	
�    Tribe	
�    confiscates	
�    oil	
�    
tankers	
�    to	
�    secure	
�    release	
�    of	
�    oil	
�    tanker

MERS	
�   claims	
�   first	
�   victim	
�   in	
�   Yemen	
�   	
�   
Sina Khalid

SANA’A,	
�    April	
�    14—A	
�    Yemeni	
�    citi-
zen	
�    died	
�    in	
�    Sana’a	
�    on	
�    Monday,	
�    one	
�    

day	
�    after	
�    he	
�    was	
�    diagnosed	
�    with	
�    the	
�    

Middle	
�     East	
�     respiratory	
�     syndrome	
�    

coronavirus	
�     (MERS-CoV),	
�     ac-
cording	
�    to	
�    Deputy	
�    Health	
�    Minsiter	
�    

Nasser	
�    Ba’awn.	
�    	
�    

“Medical	
�     staff	
�     have	
�     recorded	
�     a	
�    

case	
�     infected	
�    with	
�     the	
�    coronavirus	
�    

in	
�     Sana’a.	
�     The	
�     victim	
�     is	
�     a	
�     Yemeni	
�    

aeronautics	
�     engineer,”	
�     the	
�     state-

run	
�     Al-Thawra	
�     Newspaper	
�     quoted	
�    

Health	
�    Minister	
�    Ahmed	
�    Al-Ansi	
�    as	
�    

saying	
�    on	
�    Sunday.

This	
�     was	
�     the	
�     first	
�     reported	
�     case	
�    

of	
�    the	
�    virus	
�    in	
�    Yemen.	
�    In	
�    response,	
�    

the	
�    Health	
�    Ministry	
�    on	
�    Sunday	
�    an-
nounced	
�     that	
�     it	
�     established	
�     a	
�     cen-
tral control room to deal with the 
virus.

“Once we were informed about 
the	
�    reported	
�    case,	
�    we	
�    examined	
�    the	
�    

patient	
�     and	
�     found	
�     out	
�     that	
�     it	
�     was	
�    

a	
�     new	
�     kind	
�     of	
�     virus,”	
�     said	
�     Abdul-

hakeem	
�    Al-Kuhlani,	
�    director	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

Epidemiological	
�     Surveillance	
�     and	
�    

Disease	
�    Control	
�    Department	
�    at	
�    the	
�    

Health	
�    Ministry.

Al-Kuhlani	
�    said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    ministry	
�    

would	
�     take	
�     urgent	
�     action	
�     to	
�     raise	
�    

awareness	
�     about	
�     the	
�     virus’	
�     symp-
toms	
�    and	
�    ways	
�    to	
�    avoid	
�    infection.

“Coronavirus	
�    is	
�    new	
�    and	
�    we	
�    don’t	
�    

have	
�    sufficient	
�    knowledge	
�    about	
�     it,	
�    

but	
�    the	
�    available	
�    information	
�    shows	
�    

that	
�    the	
�    fatality	
�    rate	
�    of	
�    this	
�    virus	
�    is	
�    

higher	
�    than	
�    swine	
�    flu	
�    or	
�    H1N1,”	
�    said	
�    

Al-Kuhlani.
Dr.	
�     Abdulnasser	
�     Al-Robai,	
�     vac-

cination	
�     and	
�    observation	
�    officer	
�     at	
�    

the	
�    World	
�    Health	
�    Organization,	
�    said	
�    

that	
�    the	
�    organization,	
�    in	
�    collabora-
tion	
�     with	
�     the	
�     National	
�     Center	
�     for	
�    

Epidemiological	
�     Surveillance,	
�     sent	
�    

a	
�     team	
�     to	
�     Sayoun	
�     district	
�     of	
�     Had-
ramout	
�    where	
�    the	
�    victim	
�    was	
�    from	
�    

in	
�    order	
�    to	
�    assess	
�    the	
�    situation.

“A	
�    field	
�    team	
�    was	
�    appointed	
�    to	
�    in-
vestigate	
�    the	
�    case	
�    and	
�    take	
�    samples	
�    

of	
�    those	
�    who	
�    came	
�    in	
�    contact
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An internet search 
of al-montdiat al-
Yemniah (translated 
as ' Yemeni forums') 
will return many 

sites. But we do not mean to discuss 
electronic or virtual interaction, 
we are talking about the kind 
of discussion in which people 
gather in person and, through 
face-to-face human interaction, 
share views and opinions to foster 
learning. These include lectures, 
seminars, meetings, symposiums 
and roundtable interactions, both 
formal and informal. 

These outlets provide the youth 
with opportunities to discuss 
challenging contemporary issues 
affecting Yemen. It is good to 
talk and Yemenis like it! The 
need to talk in this manner 
derives from a mix of social and 
political factors. The tension that 
has dominated Yemeni politics 
since 2000 has resulted in many 
problems, demands and disputes. 
The lack of truly independent 
and representative media, that 
could be utilized to bring people 
together on screen to discuss these 
issues and to ease the increasing 
mistrust between the public 
and the government, has forced 
many educated and savvy youth 
to search for alternative places to 
discuss, contribute and participate 
in both public and political 
discussion, and often at weekends. 
These informal groupings have 
developed because they provide 
space for discussion, the sharing of 
views and an environment to learn 
about urgent issues and challenges 

facing the country.
One such notable platform 

for discussion is the Al-Ma'arefa 
Forum, which was established 
by a group of six educated 
Yemeni youth who share similar 
perspectives. Khalid Al-Jabli, the 
head of this forum, states that the 
initial purpose was to establish 
an alternative forum to qat chew 
sessions, where a lot of perceived 
'negative talk' takes places. 
Yemenis are well known for their 
social gatherings. These are usually 
held at weekends in settings that 
are traditionally called Majlis, 
where participants chew qat and 
discuss all manner of issues. 
Discussion at these sessions is not 
usually planned or organized. On 
occasion, one person may speak 
throughout or there may be open 
discussion. 

Some Yemeni youth, like Al-Jabli 
and his associates, view qat chews 
as places where people waste their 
time in un-substantive discussion. 
Spurred on by their willingness to 
support and foster social reform, 
they take the view that there is a 
need for change. They recommend 
an approach which requires 
generating	
�    greater	
�    benefit	
�    through	
�    

discussion and the promotion of 
knowledge and awareness. They 
invite guest speakers to their 
forum and encourage the audience 
to listen, even while some are 
chewing. Through discussion 
and engagement, these sessions 
educate people about the problems 
facing Yemen and stimulate 
creative thinking concerning 
potential solutions. Al-Jabli states 
that: "We feel that we should 
do something for our society to 
enhance and improve the cultural 

awareness among the people and 
youth in particular.” 

Guest speakers invited to these 
forums represent varying views 
and opinions. They are experts in 
the subject they talk about. Al-Jabli 
says that the invited guests could 
be either “youth, foreign experts or 
professional speakers specializing 
in subjects like the economy and 
sociology. They could equally 
be artists, singers, university 
lecturers, trainers or high ranking 
government	
�    officials.”	
�    Since	
�    it	
�    was	
�    

established, the forum's numerous 
guest speakers have discussed a 
wide range of issues, including 
social and political theories, 
economic topics, medical issues, 
the environment, water and 
resources, education, art, science, 
communication, et cetera. 

Choosing a guest speaker will 
depend on the prevailing social 
mood and the latest contemporary 
issues deemed worthy of debate. 
A committee composed largely of 
the forum's permanent members 
discusses and votes on which 
topics are best for discussion and 
who the most appropriate speakers 
are. Permanent members of the 
forum and attendees are mostly 
youth who come from various 
backgrounds and who represent a 
multitude of perspectives. Some of 
them work in the public or private 
sector, some in international 
organizations and NGOs, foreign 
embassies and so forth.

 The guest speaker normally 
talks for about one hour. The 
audience listens and some might 
chew qat. After the talk is over, a 
moderated question, comment 
and answer session occurs for at 
least the same amount of time as 

the lecture and all are encouraged 
to contribute to the discussion. 
Technological accessories like 
Microsoft PowerPoint may be used 
by speakers. 

We believe that there is little 
doubt that such forums could 
play	
�    a	
�    significant	
�    role	
�    in	
�    educating	
�    

people, providing them with an 
opportunity to learn through 
sharing and to be updated on the 
relevant issues facing Yemen. 
Developed to their maximum 
potential, these groups could 
spread throughout the country 
and provide a much needed 
environment for youth engagement 
while expanding their intellectual, 
social and political views. We 
believe that, like the coffee houses 
during the French Revolution, these 
forums can contribute to youth 
discussion in support of Yemen’s 
post-revolutionary development. 
These forums could help ensure 
constructive communication. 
They could provide real hope 
of encouraging enthusiasm and 
active participation among young 
people in the new Yemen.

Murad Alazzany is an associate 
professor at Sana’a University, 
Yemen.  Robert Sharp is an 
associate professor at the U.S. 
National Defense University, 
Near East South Asia Center 
for Strategic Studies (NESA), 
Washington DC, USA.

The views expressed in this 
article are the authors’ alone and 
do	
�    not	
�    represent	
�    the	
�    official	
�    policy	
�    
or position of Sana’a University, 
the U.S. National Defense 
University, the U.S. Department 
of Defense or the U.S. or Yemeni 
government.

Yemeni Discussion Forums:
It is Good to Talk!

Tunisia’s promise
and strategic potential

Lara Talverdian
atlanticcouncil.org 
First published April 9

After a year of heightened 
tensions, growing 
divisions, and two high-
profile	
�     assassinations,	
�    

Tunisians launched a 
national dialogue that culminated 
in the adoption of a progressive 
constitution in January 2014. This 
milestone, achieved by Tunisians 
themselves against all odds, was 
heralded by the international 
community and ignited a surge 
in attention to the small North 
African country. Caretaker-Prime 
Minister Mehdi Jomaa’s recent 
trip to Washington marked several 
important steps forward with regard 
to the bilateral relationship between 
the two countries, but it also 
served as an opportunity for him to 
highlight key challenges Tunisia still 
faces. Sustained support, building 
on the recent wave of success and 
subsequent high-level diplomatic 
gestures, remains a critical 
component for Tunisia’s democratic 
trajectory and potential positive 
impact in the region.

Citizens will head to the polls in 
coming months in a landscape char-
acterized by growing insecurity and 
a faltering economy, the rebound 
from which will test the patience of 
an economically struggling popu-
lation. Making diligent use of his 
Washington platform, PM Jomaa 
warned as much and in the same 
breath as he thanked the United 
States for its support, strongly advo-
cated for more assistance. Tunisian 
authorities today are inexperienced 
in addressing terrorism in a demo-
cratic context and hope to work with 

their international and regional 
partners in tackling the problem, 
which has reached the small, tradi-
tionally peaceful country. The prime 
minister also frankly admitted that 
Tunisia’s	
�    leaders	
�    cannot	
�    confidently	
�    

say they are providing jobs and a 
better way of life for their citizens—
key demands behind the 2011 revo-
lution. He called Tunisia a “democ-
racy start-up”: invest now and there 
will be great dividends. PM Jomaa’s 
visit was a call for more robust as-
sistance to what until now has been 
a more sporadic and inconsistent 
US aid policy. Tunisians have dem-
onstrated their commitment to the 
transition and capacity for political 
compromise. Providing assistance 
(diplomatic,	
�     financial,	
�     material,	
�     or	
�    

otherwise) would demonstrate that 
the United States is ready and will-
ing to engage and support those 
countries that are willing to help 
themselves.

After lending only private and ar-
guably not-so-strategic attention to 
Tunisia since the assaults on the US 
Embassy and an American school in 
September 2012, it now appears that 
the United States, eager to grasp at 
a potential Arab democracy success 
story, has refocused its attention on 
Tunisia’s achievements and appears 
ready to reward the country on its 
merit and to engage more publicly. 
Last week, after President Barack 
Obama and PM Jomaa met at the 
White House, the US Administration 
announced a new $500 million loan 
guarantee to mitigate challenges to 
investment in Tunisia. The visit also 
marked the launch of the US-Tunisia 
Strategic Dialogue as a means to el-
evate and institutionalize exchanges 
between the two countries. 

Continued on the back page
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Mo h a m m e d 
Mokhtar is the 
owner of a work-
shop that makes 
and installs qama-

rias. He used to wake up early and 
get to work making the the distinc-
tive windows that adorn many Ye-
meni homes. These days, however, 
business is slow and there is little 
incentive to rise early. Qamarias are 
simply not in great demand. 

The qamaria is an intricately pat-
terned window made from stained 
glass and gypsum. 

Mokhtar has been making qama-
rias for about 15 years. He inherited 
the skills from his father and grand-
father but he is currently working as 
a bus driver to make ends meet. 

“Qamarias were in great demand 
five	
�    years	
�    ago	
�    and	
�    I	
�    had	
�    11	
�    employ-
ees	
�    in	
�    my	
�    workshop,	
�    but	
�    then	
�    I	
�    laid	
�    

off seven of them because of the de-
cline in business,” said Mokhtar. 

“People began to use new ar-
chitectural styles in construction. 
They think that the qamaria is old 
fashioned,” he said.

Basim Ahmed, a resident of 
Sana’a, said he did not use the qa-
maria in his newly-constructed 
house in Hiziz area.

“Qamaria are of no use. They are 
expensive and fragile,” he added.

Qamaria of various sizes are sold 
for $18 to $50 at the lower end of 
the market. 

Emad Mohammed Ahmed, a res-
ident of Sana’a, said: “qamaria are 
traditional and do not suit the mod-
ern architectural style. Qamaria 
craftsmen should come up with new 

designs to keep up with the modern 
decoration of houses.”

However, others have more ap-
preciation for traditional architec-
tural styles. 

Abdulsalam Al-Khatabi, anoth-
er resident, believes that people 
should buy qamarias to support lo-
cal qamaria-makers and preserve 
Yemeni heritage.
“I	
�    used	
�    qamaria	
�    in	
�    my	
�    house	
�    be-

cause they are beautiful and are also 
a traditional Yemeni style which we 
should appreciate more,” said Al-
Khatabi. 

Aymn Othman, a designer and 
maker of qamarias, attributed the 
decline in demand for the windows 
to the poorly-made qamarias on the 
market, adding that there are nu-
merous qamaria-makers who lack 
the	
�     refined	
�     techniques	
�     needed	
�     to	
�    

create the intricate designs. 
The slump in the economy has 

also taken its toll on the qamaria 
industry. 

According to Dr. Salah Al-Maq-
tari, a professor of economics at 
Sana’a University, people in lower-
income brackets are too preoccu-
pied with taking care of their basic 
needs to be concerned about such 
luxuries as qamarias. 

For those who are still buy-
ing decorative windows, there are 
cheap mass-produced alternatives. 
“Chinese-made metal [windows] 
are currently found in Yemen’s mar-
kets and people buy them because 
of their prices,” Al-Maqtari added.

The downturn in tourism as a 
result of the political crisis that 
the country is going through has 
also had a highly detrimental ef-
fect on the qamaria industry. The 
windows used to be very popular 

among foreign tourists, so far fewer 
tourists has meant fewer customers 
for qamaria-makers, according to 
Mokhtar. 

Qamaria-makers say that govern-
ment regulations aimed at protect-
ing local manufacturers by restrict-
ing the import of goods that Yemen 
produces have not been enforced. 
“Instead	
�    of	
�    assisting	
�    us	
�    and	
�    saving	
�    

the qamaria industry, the govern-
ment is demanding we pay high tax-
es,” said Khalid Jobara, the owner 
of a qamaria shop. 

Jobara  said that three years ago 
he had three shops but he currently  
only has one. 

He said that metal qamarias are 
replacing ones made from gypsum 
because they are cheaper and more 
durable. 

Ahmed Al-Bail, the director 
of programs and activities at the 
Ministry of Culture, said that the 
ministry coordinates between se-
lect qamaria makers and foreign 
customers and companies and has 
made efforts to encourage the qa-
maria industry. 

“The government provides lim-
ited support to qamaria makers 
in terms of exhibiting qamaria at 
international exhibitions as an 
original Yemeni handicraft,” said 
Al-Bail.

There is a popular market in 
Doha, Qatar, that emulates the style 
of Old Sana’a. Yemeni qamarias 
were incorporated in the design 
of the market, which is a popular 
tourist destination, according to Al-
Bail. 
Qamarias	
�     first	
�     appeared	
�     in	
�     Ye-

men around 4000 years ago, ac-
cording to a 1997 study by Yemen 
expert Tim Mackintosh-Smith.

Age-old Qamaria industry struggles to 
keep its place in modern Yemen

Tourists were reliable buyers of qamarias. With the decline of the tourism sector, qamaria makers say 
they have seen their industry and sales decline as well. 
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Israel and the Gulf states 
sometimes tend to adopt 
a united regional vision 
regarding various is-
sues, especially in the 
last three years

Mohamed Elmenshawy 
ahram.org.eg  
First published April 10

The most pessimistic Arab 
could never imagine the 
day would come when a 
US	
�    official	
�    would	
�    say,	
�     if	
�    

“he covered the faces of 
top	
�    officials	
�    he	
�    met	
�    during	
�    the	
�    recent	
�    

trip	
�     to	
�    Riyadh,	
�    Abu	
�    Dhabi	
�    and	
�    Tel	
�    

Aviv,	
�     and	
�     listened	
�     to	
�     their	
�     percep-
tions on the issues and future of the 
Middle	
�    East,	
�    he	
�    would	
�    not	
�    be	
�    able	
�    

to	
�    differentiate	
�    between	
�     the	
�    Saudi,	
�    

Emirati and Israeli. Their views are 
the same on these issues.”

This picture is not only bleak be-
cause Israeli and Gulf interests are 
the	
�    same,	
�    but	
�    because	
�    separate	
�    ef-
forts to pressure the US adminis-
tration into adopting positions that 
support this united regional vision 
are being expressed by Arabs in 
Washington. This is done through 
repeated praise (so far privately) 
and heavy reliance on activism by 
the Israeli lobby. A US expert jus-
tifies	
�     this	
�     situation	
�     by	
�     saying,	
�     “Is-
rael,	
�     along	
�     with	
�     Arab	
�     Gulf	
�     states,	
�    

has been the oasis of stability in the 
Middle East since the start of the 
Arab Spring three years ago. Natu-
rally,	
�    they	
�    share	
�    the	
�    same	
�    concerns	
�    

and fears about the elements of in-
stability surrounding them.”

These adversaries come together 

on	
�     very	
�     general	
�     goals,	
�     such	
�     as	
�     not	
�    

wanting Bashar Al-Assad’s regime 
to make any gains in the civil war 
in	
�    Syria,	
�    and	
�    that	
�    the	
�    west	
�    does	
�    not	
�    

reach a deal on Iran’s nuclear capa-
bilities.	
�     Also,	
�     that	
�     Egypt	
�     does	
�     not	
�    

become a failed state and no demo-
cratic regime succeeds in the Arab 
region.
Last	
�    month,	
�     the	
�     annual	
�    meeting	
�    

of AIPAC—the most powerful Jew-
ish lobby in the US—was attended 
by	
�     nearly	
�     14,000	
�     people,	
�     making	
�    

it the largest conference in the US 
capital. The conference focused on 
several	
�     issues,	
�     most	
�     notably	
�     how	
�    

to handle Iran as 5+1 negotiations 
continue to resolve its nuclear is-
sue.	
�     Discussions	
�     noted	
�     grave	
�     con-
cern over the possibility of reaching 
an interim agreement that would 
end	
�    the	
�    sanctions	
�    regime,	
�    and	
�    lead	
�    

to normalizing relations between 
the	
�    west,	
�     US	
�     and	
�     Iran.	
�     AIPAC	
�     be-
lieves	
�    if	
�    this	
�    happened,	
�    Tehran	
�    will	
�    

automatically win. Saudi Arabia 
agrees with AIPAC. For many other 
reasons,	
�    both	
�    camps	
�    want	
�    to	
�    block	
�    

this scenario by putting pressure 
through	
�    sanctions	
�    by	
�    Congress,	
�    de-
spite White House objections. More 
importantly,	
�    there	
�    are	
�    repeated	
�    ru-
mors	
�     about	
�     Iran’s	
�     influence	
�     in	
�     the	
�    

Arab Mashreq (east) as Tehran 
plays a greater role in the Syrian 
conflict.	
�     There	
�     are	
�     also	
�     repeated	
�    

statements that Iran’s Islamic re-
gime has expanded to reach the 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea 
and Israel’s borders.

The Gulf and Israeli adversaries 
are not allowing the US adminis-
tration to come up for breath on 
Iran by highlighting the wide gap 
between the White House and Con-
gress on the issue. They are also 
convincing Congress members to 

continue pressuring US President 
Barack Obama until it becomes 
impossible to reach any agreement 
with Iran. The Israeli lobby believes 
that Hamas’s weaknesses—because 
of losing its Syrian ally and Gulf 
funds as well as the rising hostility 
in Egypt—is a key development that 
must be exploited because it makes 
for an opportune moment to reach 
peace between the Palestinians and 
Israelis. There are many calling for 
Gulf states and Egypt to pressure 
Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas to accept US Secretary of 
State John Kerry’s proposal for a 
US framework agreement for peace 
between the two sides.

The ambitions of the Israeli lobby 
go even further. Many are calling 
to amend the Arab peace initiative 
proposed	
�     in	
�     2002	
�     by	
�     Saudi	
�     Ara-
bia’s	
�    King	
�    Abdullah	
�    bin	
�    Abdel-Aziz,	
�    

which suggested creating a globally 
recognized Palestinian state within 
the	
�    1967	
�    borders,	
�    the	
�    return	
�    of	
�    refu-
gees and complete withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights.
In	
�     return,	
�     there	
�     would	
�     be	
�     Arab	
�    

recognition and normalization with 
Israel. Today’s calls assert that any 
talk of withdrawing from the Golan 
Heights	
�    is	
�    a	
�    waste	
�    of	
�    time,	
�    and	
�    that	
�    

the Palestinian leadership itself is 
open to ideas about the problem of 
the "right of return" for Palestinian 
refugees.	
�     Accordingly,	
�     the	
�     initia-
tive	
�     should	
�     be	
�     revised	
�     and,	
�     natu-
rally,	
�    Arabs—including	
�    Egyptians—

should stop mentioning anything 
about halting settlement building 
in	
�    the	
�    West	
�    Bank,	
�    "right	
�    of	
�    return"	
�    

or even the future of Jerusalem.
Glover	
�    Park	
�    Group	
�    (the	
�    lobby	
�    firm	
�    

with which Egypt’s interim govern-
ment signed a contract six months 
ago)	
�     is	
�     competing	
�     with	
�     stronger,	
�    

wealthier and more versatile lobby 
groups	
�    to	
�    influence	
�    Congress	
�    mem-
bers,	
�    their	
�    aides,	
�    key	
�    officials	
�    in	
�    the	
�    

US administration and media.
AIPAC has not missed a chance 

to press on Congress the need to 
support the Egyptian army through 
continuing military aid. After hun-
dreds of Egyptians died during the 
dispersal of the sit-ins at Rabaa and 
Nahda,	
�     the	
�    US	
�    administration	
�    was	
�    

forced to suspend some military 
assistance.	
�     AIPAC,	
�     however,	
�     sent	
�    

a letter to all members of Congress 
protesting	
�     the	
�     measure,	
�     claiming	
�    

the step would increase instability 
in	
�    Egypt,	
�    threaten	
�    vital	
�    US	
�    interests	
�    

and negatively impact its key ally in 
the	
�    region,	
�    Israel.

Meanwhile,	
�     Israel	
�     asked	
�     Wash-
ington not to reduce assistance to 
the Egyptian army in anticipation 
of	
�    its	
�    impact	
�    on	
�    Israel’s	
�    security,	
�    or	
�    

deterioration of security conditions 
in Sinai. After the suspension of 
aid,	
�     several	
�     Israeli	
�     officials	
�     visited	
�    

Washington to highlight the risks 
of such a step on Israel’s security 
and its negative impact on regional 
security issues in the Middle East.

Gulf countries adopt the same 
position—rejecting any pressure 
on the Egyptian government and 
demanding the return of the en-
tire military package to Egypt. It is 
noteworthy that the managing di-
rector of the lobby group hired by 
the Egyptian government is Arik 
Ben-Zvi,	
�    a	
�     former	
�    officer	
�     in	
�    the	
�    Is-
raeli	
�     army,	
�     an	
�     Israeli	
�     citizen	
�     who	
�    

served in the Israeli army and a 
campaign adviser in several elec-
tions	
�    in	
�    Israel.	
�    The	
�    firm	
�    also	
�    works	
�    

with	
�    Apple	
�    and	
�    Coca	
�    Cola,	
�    and	
�    the	
�    

Abu	
�    Dhabi	
�    Investment	
�    Authority	
�    is	
�    

its top foreign client.
Thus,	
�     Arabs	
�     in	
�     Washington	
�     are	
�    

immersed in playing a role that 
does not in any way confront Israel 
or its lobby group. Arabs decided to 
exchange what needs to be done in 
the world’s most important capital 
with	
�     an	
�     easy	
�     agenda,	
�     namely	
�     con-

fronting their domestic political op-
ponents and historic neighbors.

The writer is the correspondent for 

Al-Shorouk newspaper in Wash-

ington, D.C.

Alastair Sloan 
aljazeera.com
First published April 10 

Recent developments in 
Yemen demonstrate 
that Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP)	
�     is	
�     restive,	
�     ca-

pable	
�     and	
�     emboldened,	
�     but	
�     the	
�    

militaristic approach of the United 
States is only worsening the situa-
tion.

According to the UK charity 
Reprieve,	
�     which	
�     has	
�     campaigned	
�    

against	
�    the	
�    use	
�    of	
�    drone	
�    strikes,	
�    10	
�    

provinces (roughly half the country) 
live under the hum of “unarmed 
aerial vehicles”. The technology 
might look impressive to the top 
brass	
�    when	
�    it’s	
�    being	
�    flown	
�    around	
�    

an	
�    airfield	
�    in	
�    Virginia,	
�    but	
�    once	
�    de-
ployed,	
�    these	
�    weapons	
�    create	
�    more	
�    

problems than they solve.
One of the under-appreciated 

reasons to stop the drone strikes is 
the impact they have on Yemen’s 
fragile transition process. The at-
tacks have been technically illegal in 
Yemen	
�    since	
�    2013,	
�    but	
�    their	
�    contin-
ued	
�    deployment	
�    by	
�    the	
�    CIA,	
�    leaning	
�    

heavily on intelligence from the Ye-
meni	
�    security	
�    services,	
�    dangerously	
�    

delegitimizes a beleaguered Sana’a 
government. The Houthi rebels in 
the	
�     north,	
�     the	
�     secessionist	
�     south	
�    

and numerous tribal interests al-
ready deeply mistrust the elites in 

the	
�     capital.	
�     To	
�     be	
�     sure,	
�     cronyism	
�    

and corruption are their principal 
gripes - but collaborating with for-
eign	
�    powers,	
�    particularly	
�    on	
�    such	
�    a	
�    

tendentious	
�     issue,	
�     puts	
�     President	
�    

Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi in an ex-
tremely awkward position.

People & Power - Attack of the 
Drones
Drone	
�    strikes	
�    are	
�    also	
�     the	
�    military	
�    

equivalent of jabbing a large stick 
into a hornet’s nest - hornets which 
are	
�     relatively	
�     well-armed,	
�     well-

funded and dangerously indoctri-
nated. In one infamous botched 
attack,	
�    12	
�    wedding	
�    guests	
�    lost	
�    their	
�    

lives	
�     under	
�     fire	
�     from	
�     US	
�     missiles.	
�    

A	
�     mid-level	
�     Al-Qaeda	
�     leader,	
�     who	
�    

was	
�    the	
�    intended	
�    target,	
�    escaped	
�    on	
�    

foot. Similar tragedies have claimed 
the	
�     lives	
�     of	
�     up	
�     to	
�     70	
�     others	
�     since	
�    

the	
�     CIA	
�     program	
�     began,	
�     accord-
ing to the Bureau for Investigative 
Journalism. The Pentagon nick-
named these unfortunate incidents 
“bugsplats”,	
�     and	
�     has	
�     yet	
�     to	
�     make	
�    

apologies.	
�     The	
�     official	
�     position	
�     is	
�    

that drone strikes are a secret pro-
gramme—and as such will rarely be 
discussed publicly.

Hornet’s nest and bugsplats
In both Yemen and the US this po-
sition needs to be questioned vig-
orously. The drone strikes are no 
longer a secret. Simply moving the 
program	
�     from	
�     the	
�     CIA	
�     to	
�     the	
�     De-
partment	
�     of	
�     Defense	
�     would	
�     make	
�    

the operation acceptably transpar-
ent.	
�    And	
�    officials	
�     in	
�    Sana’a	
�     should	
�    

be questioning whether involve-
ment in the assassinations will help 
or hinder a delicate reform pro-
cess.

With no remorse from the US 

for	
�     innocent	
�     lives	
�     lost,	
�     the	
�    govern-
ment in Sana’a typically steps in 
with compensation. It has also an-
nounced investigations into the 
most severe civilian bombings. But 
persuasive AQAP recruiters are 
also appearing around the smoking 
craters too. For those who have lost 
family	
�    members,	
�    recruiters	
�    offer	
�    far	
�    

larger	
�     compensation	
�     packages,	
�     as	
�    

well as the opportunity to become 
fighters,	
�    and	
�    avenge	
�    their	
�     families’	
�    

deaths. This is the most compelling 
reason to stop the CIA from taking 
out Al-Qaeda targets in this fash-
ion.	
�    They	
�    provide	
�    a	
�    short-term	
�    fix,	
�    

but long-term they radicalize more 
Yemenis.

Inside Story—The new Yemen: 
United or divided?
Instead,	
�     the	
�    US	
�    and	
�    regional	
�    part-
ners should properly address eco-
nomic issues and help build civil 
institutions that strengthen the rule 
of law.
Yemen has the youngest population 
in	
�     the	
�     world,	
�     with	
�     an	
�     unemploy-
ment	
�     rate	
�     as	
�     high	
�     as	
�     40	
�     percent.	
�    

A quarter of the Yemeni economy 
rests on oil - which will probably 
run	
�    out	
�    by	
�    2017,	
�    and	
�    much-needed	
�    

rebalancing plans have been over-
shadowed by unrest.

Half the population still lives be-
low the poverty line. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has effective-
ly	
�    offered	
�    a	
�    medium-term	
�    financing	
�    

deal to Sanaa; the issue is that no 

economic body yet exists to receive 
and manage the loan. Helping to 
set up this body would play to key 
capabilities within either the US 
or	
�     the	
�    UN,	
�     and	
�     should	
�    be	
�    done	
�    as	
�    

a matter of priority. The US could 
also lean more heavily on local 
partners—Saudi Arabia has done a 
good job of marshaling aid and re-
cently	
�    stepped	
�    in	
�    with	
�    $3bn.

The planned federalization of Ye-
men,	
�    agreed	
�    in	
�    December	
�    and	
�    rati-
fied	
�     in	
�     February,	
�     is	
�     undoubtedly	
�     a	
�    

major development.
It might be that localized govern-

ments	
�    are	
�    seen	
�    as	
�    more	
�    legitimate,	
�    

reducing unrest. Or the move may 
encourage	
�     southern	
�     secessionists,	
�    

or	
�     Houthis	
�     in	
�     the	
�     north,	
�     to	
�     break	
�    

away completely.
Either	
�    way,	
�    federalization	
�    should	
�    

be seen as an opportunity for the US 
to stitch up some of the wounds laid 
bare	
�    in	
�    the	
�    last	
�    20	
�    years.	
�    Concerns	
�    

have already been raised over the 
lack of detail in the plan—especially 
with regard to how civil institutions 
will be set up in each state to man-
age	
�     the	
�     local	
�     government.	
�     In	
�     fact,	
�    

Washington is well positioned to 
assist	
�    Sana’a	
�    with	
�    filling	
�    in	
�    the	
�    de-
tails of their federalization scheme.
Yemen	
�    isn’t	
�    a	
�    failed	
�    state	
�    yet,	
�    but	
�    

it’s come close too many times to 
mention.

What can be ascertained with 
some	
�     confidence	
�     is	
�     that	
�     the	
�     new	
�    

government is weak. President Hadi 
must contend with powerful elite 

interests,	
�     an	
�     economy	
�     that	
�     barely	
�    

meets	
�     the	
�     needs	
�     of	
�     the	
�     people,	
�     let	
�    

alone	
�    the	
�    government,	
�    and	
�    even	
�    ex-

President	
�     Ali	
�     Abdulla	
�     Saleh,	
�     who	
�    

still	
�    maintains	
�    influence	
�    over	
�    some	
�    

parts of the military. The latter are 
stretched between an al-Houthi 
insurgency in the north and polic-
ing unrest in the south. Al-Qaeda 
is constantly antagonistic and their 
activity further threatens the peace 
process.
Just	
�    last	
�    week,	
�    AQAP	
�    announced	
�    

the formation of a new armed 
unit—specifically	
�     tasked	
�     with	
�     at-
tacking	
�    Houthi	
�    rebels,	
�    whose	
�    lead-
ers already suspect that Sana’a 
politicians have stronger links with 
Al-Qaeda than they are admitting. 
These suspicions will only worsen 
when AQAP attacks on the Houthis 
begin.
Iraq,	
�     Afghanistan	
�     and	
�     Soma-

lia bear out a poignant hypothesis 
for the 21st century: Where there 
is	
�     chaos,	
�     there	
�     is	
�    blood.	
�     In	
�     today’s	
�    

fractured	
�    Yemen,	
�    a	
�     terrorist	
�    group	
�    

could not choose a better place to 
call its home. But the answer to 
removing	
�    them	
�    is	
�    not	
�    with	
�    Hellfire	
�    

missiles,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    with	
�    fixing	
�    Yemen.

Alastair Sloan is a London-based 

journalist. He focuses on injustice 

and human rights in the UK, and 

international affairs including hu-

man rights, the arms trade, cen-

sorship, political unrest and dicta-

torships.

How to stabilize Yemen
In	
�    today’s	
�    fractured	
�    Yemen,	
�    the	
�    solution	
�    is	
�    not	
�    with	
�    Hellfire	
�    missiles,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    with	
�    fixing	
�    the	
�    economy.

The Arabs smitten by the Israeli lobby

Teachers

1- Quran/Islamiyat teacher.
2- Secondary Biology/Chemistry teacher.
3-	
�    ICT	
�    teacher.

4- English/ESL teacher (s).
5- Primary teacher (s).
6- Nursery/Pre-School teacher (s).
7- Assistant teacher (s).

Requirement

- Bachelor’s	
�    or	
�    Master	
�    Degree.
-	
�    Experience	
�    no	
�    less	
�    than	
�    3	
�    years.

- Strong academic record.
- Excellent English communication skills.

Interested	
�     candidates	
�     should	
�     submit	
�     their	
�     CV	
�    with	
�     lat-
est photograph to the under mentioned address within 7 
days of publication.

Tel: 967-01-203950
Fax: 967-01-206134

Email: administrator @ sbsyemen.com
Website: www.sbsyemen.com

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Employment	
�    opportunities	
�    at	
�    SBS,	
�    Sana’a	
�    British	
�    School

It might be 
that localized 
governments 
are seen 
as more 
legitimate, 
reducing 
unrest. Or the 
move may 
encourage 
southern 
secessionists, 
or Houthis in 
the north, to 
break away 
completely.
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

UNDP Office is seeking qualified Yemeni Nationals 
For the following vacant positions:

National Consultant Tourism1. 
National Consultant Trade, Poverty and Human 2. 
Development.
National consultant for Manufacturing and Mining.3. 
National Consultant Agriculture4. 

     

If you are interested in above position please review the 

Terms of Reference and other requirements by visiting our 

following website at.

http://www.ye.undp.org/content/yemen/en/home/

operations/jobs/

Only online applications will be accepted

The deadline for receiving applications is 21 April 2014.
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In the middle of last year Dr. 
Shadoul was appointed Yemen's 
WHO representative, coming from 
a previous WHO posting in Af-
ghanistan. Before joining the orga-
nization, Shadoul was Sudan's min-
ister of health from 2001 to 2003.

Earlier this month, on April 7, 
the WHO marked World Health 
Day. The theme for this year was 
vector-borne diseases such as ma-
laria – a major health problem fac-
ing Yemen.

“Yemen is taking serious steps 
towards eradicating endemic dis-
eases and the WHO’s priority is 
to eradicate Malaria by 2020,” 
Shadoul says.

“There is still a critical need 
to strengthen disease prevention 
through health education, relevant 
training for health workers and 
launching vaccination campaigns, 
particularly polio and measles 
mass campaigns, in order to con-
tain disease outbreaks.”

Shadoul graduated from the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, Khartoum Uni-
versity, and obtained his postgrad-
uate degree in paediatrics from 
Liverpool University in the United 
Kingdom. His research interests 
include maternal health, neona-
tal health and child health and he 
has published articles in numerous 
medical journals. 

Shadoul also has extensive ex-
perience in health emergencies 
and coordinating humanitarian 
responses. He says that the politi-
cal unrest in Yemen poses the most 
serious threat to WHO activities in 
the country.

“Despite the lack of security and 
the threat of unrest, the WHO in 
most cases has succeeded in secur-
ing access to many Yemeni districts 
and providing health services in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health and local community lead-
ers,” he adds.

Yemen also faces serious food 
shortages, with more than 40 per-
cent of children under the age of 
five	
�     malnourished,	
�     according	
�     to	
�    

WHO	
�    figures.

Shadoul says that this problem 
cannot be solved only through 
health care. Development and pov-
erty	
�     reduction	
�    are	
�     crucial	
�     in	
�    fight-
ing malnutrition. 

“To reduce the problem of malnu-
trition we mainly target vulnerable 
returnees who were displaced from 
conflict-affected	
�    areas.”

Shadoul also addresses the im-
portance of the media's coverage of 
health issues, drawing particular 
attention to the damage done by 
alarmist reports. 

“There are often reports on health 
matters which lack accuracy and 
credibility and which just instill 
panic in people,” Shadoul claims.

Immunization challenges
By 2012, Yemen had made signif-

icant progress in introducing vari-
ous types of preventative vaccina-
tions that saved children's lives. 

After it was reported that polio 
cases were diagnosed in Syria, Iraq 
and the Horn of Africa, the WHO 
office	
�     in	
�    Yemen	
�    stepped	
�    up	
�    efforts	
�    

to confront the danger of the virus 
which	
�    health	
�    officials	
�    fear	
�    might	
�    be	
�    

transmitted by refugees and mi-
grants traveling to Yemen.

According to Shadoul, the WHO, 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Health and other partners, con-
ducted	
�     five	
�     rounds	
�     of	
�     polio	
�     vacci-
nations during 2013 to immunize 
children	
�    under	
�     the	
�     age	
�     of	
�     five	
�     and	
�    

to stave off the virus.
The campaigns implemented by 

the WHO have succeeded in reach-
ing targeted communities in all 
Yemeni districts, including remote 
areas where health facilities are 
non-existent, says Shadoul.

The WHO also supports outreach 
activities including reproductive 
health campaigns, immunization 
services, and public awareness 
drives to educate people about dis-
ease prevention and the utilization 
of available health care services.
Shadoul	
�    says	
�    that	
�    a	
�    fifth	
�    of	
�    child-

hood deaths are caused by respira-
tory diseases which are preventable 
through  vaccination.

In 2012, a new rotavirus vaccine 
was introduced to Yemen and suc-
ceeded in reducing cases of diar-
rhea by 40 percent. Another vac-
cination program against German 
measles is scheduled to be imple-
mented in late 2014, according to 
Shadoul. 

Elaborating on the response 
strategy provided by the WHO 

to internally displaced people, 
Shadoul explains that the organiza-
tion focuses on rehabilitating and 
reactivating health facilities dam-
aged	
�    in	
�    conflict-stricken	
�    areas	
�     like	
�    

Sa'ada and Abyan. The WHO also 
prioritizes the training of medical 
staff and provides them with incen-
tives and salaries.

The WHO has also trained 7,300 
medical staff working to combat 
pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and 
measles in 2,985 health facilities 
spread across 284 districts in Ye-
men, Shadoul says, adding that 
nutrition centers have also been 
established in various parts of the 
country.

The Ministry of Health, however, 
stated that functioning health fa-
cilities only cover 65 percent of the 
country.

Major priorities
Shadoul told the Yemen Times that 
combating malaria is among the 
WHO's top priorities in Yemen. 

Bilharzia has also come into the 
the WHO's focus after a request 
made by the Ministry of Health. As 
a result, the  WHO began a six-year 
project	
�     in	
�     2010	
�     to	
�     fight	
�     bilharzia.	
�    

The project is funded by the World 
Bank to the tune of $25 million, ac-
cording to Shadoul. 

According to medical reports re-
leased by the Ministry of Health, 
the maternal mortality rate in Ye-
men reached 365 per 100,000 in-
stances of labor, while infant mor-
tality stood at 78 per 1,000 births.
“The	
�    fifth	
�    aim	
�    of	
�    the	
�    millennium	
�    

is to reduce maternal mortality 
in Yemen by 75 percent by 2015,” 
Shadoul said.  

As for elimination of endemic 
diseases, Shadoul says that, “in 
addition to the eradication strat-
egy for polio, the eradication of 
measles, which in 2006 accounted 
for 12 percent of infant mortality, is 
being run as planned.”  

Every two years the WHO grants 
a short-term and long-term medi-
cal scholarship for staff working 
for the Ministry of Health and in 
health	
�    offices	
�    across	
�    the	
�    country.	
�    

“The WHO through its scholar-
ship program hopes to raise the 
number of cadres specializing in 
public health,” Shadoul says.

WHO country office representative to the Yemen Times:

“There are often reports on 
health matters which lack 
accuracy and credibility and 
which just instill panic in 
people”
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ôĔŃîĈĿí	
�   ņē	
�   Ņōĉ

.ôŔńĿîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňŃ	
�   õîŔëîĜăř
	
�   ņļńœ	
�   ś	
�   ôŀļĘńĿí	
�   ŉČŋ	
�   Ņã	
�   Ľōĉîė	
�   ĽŎĸœō
	
�   úŔă	
�   ،Ģĸĳ	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   ôœîīĎĿí	
�   ĽŜć	
�   ņŃ	
�   îŌŀă
	
�   ŅŜŃîīĎĸĴĿí 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   ĊĄĿíō 	
�   ôŔńňøĿí 	
�   ľļĘ÷

.ôœČİøĿí	
�   àŎē	
�   ôĄĳîļŃ	
�   Œĳ	
�   ŅîŔēîēã

	
�   ņŃ 	
�   àîĴĬĠĿí 	
�   ŒĔŔëč 	
�   ľļĘñ 	
�   ıĊŌøĔŇ"
	
�   Őŀī 	
�   õîīíĐňĿí 	
�   łŌ÷Ďòÿí 	
�   ņœČĿí 	
�   ņœĊëîĬĿí
	
�   ņŃ 	
�   ĊĄŀĿ 	
�   ĺĿċō 	
�   łŌĸģîňŃ 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   āōĐňĿí

."ôœČİøĿí	
�   àŎē	
�   ôŀļĘŃ
	
�   ôŔĤİøĿí	
�   ôŔńŋã	
�   Őŀī	
�   ÒîĠœã	
�   Ľōĉîė	
�   ĉĊėō
	
�   ľļĘñ 	
�   Òîøĳś 	
�   ،ôŔĄĜĿí 	
�   îœîĠĸŀĿ 	
�   ôŔŃŜīří
	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   ĎœčîĸøĿí	
�   ņī	
�   łÿîňĿí	
�   čĎĠĿí	
�   ŐĿç	
�   ęîć

.ıōîĈńĿí	
�   óčîûç	
�   Őŀī	
�   ľńĬ÷
	
�   ņŃ 	
�   ĎŔüĻ 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   Ďœčîĸ÷ 	
�   Ĺîňŋ 	
�   " 	
�   ĽŎĸœō
	
�   îŌňļĿō 	
�   ،ôŔĄĜĿí 	
�   îœîĠĸĿí 	
�   ĽŎă 	
�   ŅîŔăŗí
	
�   ľńĬ÷ō 	
�   ôŔķíĊĜńĿíō 	
�   ôķĊĿí 	
�   ŐĿç 	
�   ĎĸøĴ÷
	
�   ġîēōã	
�   Œĳ	
�   ĎīČĿí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôĿîă	
�   Ķŀć	
�   Őŀī	
�   Ģĸĳ

."đîňĿí

	
�   ĉŎŌÿ	
�   ŊÿíŎ÷	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   õîœĊĄøĿí
ÅĜĄøĿí

	
�   ÒíĎŔòĻ	
�   ÒîŃĊĸ÷	
�   2012 	
�   Łîī	
�   Œĳ	
�   ņńŔĿí 	
�   õďĎăã
	
�   õîăîĸŀĿí 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   ôĴŀøĈŃ 	
�   ĩíŎŇã 	
�   Ľîćĉç 	
�   Œĳ

.ĽîĴģŗí	
�   óîŔă	
�   õČĸŇã	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   ôŔëîķŎĿí
	
�   ĚŔĈĘ÷	
�   ł÷	
�   ŊŇäñ	
�   Ďœčîĸ÷	
�   õĉîĳí	
�   Ņã	
�   ĊĬñō
	
�   ĵíĎĬĿíō 	
�   îœčŎē 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ĽîĴģŗí 	
�   ľŀė 	
�   õśîă
	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   ðøļŃ 	
�   Ċ¶Ĭě 	
�   ،ŒĸœĎĳŗí 	
�   ŅĎĸĿíō
	
�   ôŌÿíŎńĿ	
�   ŉĉŎŌÿ	
�   ņńŔĿí	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   ŎĿōæĔŃ 	
�   ŐĘĈœ 	
�   őČĿí 	
�   đōĎŔĴĿí 	
�   ĎĤć
	
�   ņŔìÿŜĿí	
�   ĶœĎģ	
�   ņī	
�   ľĸøňœ	
�   Ċķ	
�   ŊŇí	
�   ôĄĜĿí

.ņńŔĿí	
�   ŐĿç	
�   ņŔŃĉîĸĿí	
�   ņœĎÿîŌńĿíō
	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   õĎÿã 	
�   Ċĸĳ 	
�   ĽōĉîĘĿ 	
�   Òîĸĳōō
	
�   ņŔĜĄøĿ 	
�   õŜńă 	
�   Ēńć 	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí 	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   đōĎŔĳ 	
�   Ċğ 	
�   ôĔŃîĈĿí 	
�   ņē 	
�   Ņōĉ 	
�   ĽîĴģŗí
	
�   Łîī 	
�   ĽŜć 	
�   đōĎŔĴĿí 	
�   àčĉō 	
�   ĽîĴģŗí 	
�   ľŀė
	
�   àîĻĎĘĿíō	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   óčíďō	
�   ĪŃ	
�   ŅōîĬøĿîñ	
�   ،2013

.ņœĎćŕí
	
�   îŌ÷ČĴŇ	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   õŜńĄĿí	
�   Ņã	
�   Ľōĉîė	
�   ĽŎĸœō
	
�   öĄĀŇ 	
�   Ċķ 	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí 	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   ôńĨňŃ
	
�   ôŔŀĄńĿí 	
�   õîĬńøĀńĿí 	
�   ŐĿç 	
�   ĽŎěŎĿí 	
�   Œĳ
	
�   ،ôŔňńŔĿí 	
�   ĶģîňńĿí 	
�   ĪŔńÿ 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ôĳĊŌøĔńĿí
	
�   ĎĸøĴ÷ 	
�   ŒøĿí 	
�   ôŔëîňĿí 	
�   ĶģîňńĿí 	
�   ĺĿċ 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   îńñ

	
�   .ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   ĶĳíĎńĿí	
�   ŐĿç
	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí 	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   łīĊ÷ 	
�   îńĻ
	
�   õŜńă 	
�   ĺĿċ 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   îńñ 	
�   ،ôŔīŎøĿí 	
�   ôĤĘŇã
	
�   ņŔĜĄøĿí 	
�   õîŃĊćō 	
�   ôŔñîĀŇří 	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   ņŔňģíŎńĿí	
�   ĲŔĸüøĿ	
�   ôŃîĬĿí	
�   ôŔīŎøĿí	
�   õŜńăō
	
�   ņŃ	
�   óĉîĴøēśíō	
�   ĝíĎŃŗí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôœîķŎĿí	
�   ĽŎă

	
�   .ôăîøńĿí	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   ôœîīĎĿí	
�   õîŃĊć
	
�   ĽîĴģŗí	
�   õîŔĳō	
�   Ēń´ć	
�   Ņäĳ	
�   ĽōĉîĘĿ	
�   Òîĸĳōō
	
�   ņļńœ	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   ŒĔĴňøĿí	
�   ďîŌĀĿí	
�   ĝíĎŃã	
�   îŌòòē

.łŔĬĤøĿí	
�   ĶœĎģ	
�   ņī	
�   îŌňŃ	
�   ôœîķŎĿí
	
�   î÷ōĎĿí 	
�   đōĎŔĳ 	
�   āîĸĿ 	
�   Ľîćĉç 	
�   ł÷ 	
�   Ċķō
	
�   ĂĀŇō 	
�   2012 	
�   Łîī 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ņńŔĿí 	
�   ŐĿç 	
�   ĊœĊĀĿí
	
�   .%	
�   40	
�   ôòĔňñ	
�   ĽîŌēří	
�   õśîă	
�   ņŃ	
�   ĊĄĿí	
�   Œĳ
	
�   Ċğ 	
�   łŔĬĤøĿí 	
�   þŃîŇĎñ 	
�   ČŔĴň÷ 	
�   čĎĸńĿí 	
�   ņŃō
	
�   ،2014 	
�   Łîī 	
�   Ďćíōã 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ôŔŇîńĿŗí 	
�   ôòĜĄĿí

.ĽōĉîĘĿ	
�   Òîĸĳō

	
�   ņī 	
�   úœĊĄĿí 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   Ľōĉîė 	
�   ðŌĔœō
	
�   ôńĨňŃ	
�   îŌŃĊĸ÷	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   ôñîĀøēśí	
�   ôŔĀŔ÷íĎøēí
	
�   Ņã	
�   ÒîĄğŎŃ	
�   ÒîŔŀćíĉ	
�   ņŔăďîňŀĿ	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   ĢŔĘň÷ō	
�   ľŔŋä÷	
�   óĉîīç	
�   Őŀī	
�   ĐĻĎ÷	
�   ôńĨňńĿí
	
�   ĶģîňŃ	
�   Œĳ	
�   õčĎĠ÷	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   ĶĳíĎńĿí
	
�   ôńĨňńĿí	
�   ŒĤĬ÷ō	
�   .ņŔñãō	
�   óĊĬě	
�   ľüŃ	
�   ĩíĐňĿí
	
�   ôŔòĤĿí 	
�   čĉíŎļĿí 	
�   ðœčĊøĿ 	
�   ÒîĠœã 	
�   ôœŎĿōŗí

	
�   .łŌĿ	
�   ð÷íōĎĿíō	
�   ĐĳíŎĄĿí	
�   ĎŔĳŎ÷ō
	
�   ÒîĠœã	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňŃ	
�   öñčĉ	
�   îńĻ
	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ôŀŃîĬĿí 	
�   ôŔòĤĿí 	
�   čĉíŎļĿí 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   7.300
	
�   ĽîŌēříō 	
�   őŎëĎĿí 	
�   ïîŌøĿśí 	
�   ôĄĳîļŃ 	
�   ĽîĀŃ
	
�   ĶĳĎŃ 	
�   2.985 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ôòĜĄĿíō 	
�   îœčŜńĿíō
	
�   îńĻ 	
�   ،ņńŔĿí 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ôĸĤňŃ 	
�   284 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ŒĄě
	
�   ĶģîňŃ	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôœČİøĿí	
�   ĐĻíĎŃ	
�   àîĘŇç	
�   ÒîĠœã	
�   ł÷

.ĽōĉîĘĿ	
�   Òîĸĳō	
�   ،ĉŜòĿí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôĴŀøĈŃ
	
�   Ņã 	
�   õĎĻċ 	
�   ،ĺĿċ 	
�   ĪŃō 	
�   ،ôĄĜĿí 	
�   óčíďō
	
�   ŏŎē 	
�   ŒĤİ÷ 	
�   ś 	
�   ôŀŃîĬĿí 	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí 	
�   ĶĳíĎńĿí

	
�   .ņńŔĿí	
�   Œĳ	
�   ĶģîňńĿí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôìńĿí	
�   Œĳ	
�   65

ôŔĔŔëĎĿí	
�   õîœŎĿōŗí
	
�   ôĄĳîļŃ 	
�   Ņç 	
�   Đńœî÷ 	
�   ņńŔŀĿ 	
�   Ľōĉîė 	
�   Ľîķ
	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   õîœŎĿōã 	
�   łŋã 	
�   ņŔñ 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   îœčŜńĿí

.ņńŔĿí	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   ÒîĠœí 	
�    	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí 	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   õĐĻč
	
�   óčíďō	
�   Ŋñ	
�   öŃĊĸ÷	
�   ðŀģ	
�   ĊĬñ	
�   îŔēčîŌŀòĿí	
�   Őŀī
	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňŃ	
�   õãĊñ	
�   ،ĺĿČĿ	
�   ôĀŔøŇō	
�   .ôĄĜĿí
	
�   öē	
�   óĊńĿ	
�   ÒîīōĎĘŃ	
�   2010	
�   Łîī	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí
	
�   ľœŎń÷ 	
�   łøœō 	
�   ،îŔēčîŌŀòĿí 	
�   ôĄĳîļńĿ 	
�   õíŎňē
	
�   ľòķ	
�   ņŃ	
�   čśōĉ	
�   ŅŎŔŀŃ	
�   25	
�   ŒĿíŎĄñ	
�   ĩōĎĘńĿí

	
�   .ĽōĉîĘĿ	
�   Òîĸĳō	
�   ،ŒĿōĊĿí	
�   ĺňòĿí
	
�   óčíďō 	
�   ņī 	
�   óčĉîě 	
�   ôŔòģ 	
�   Ďœčîĸ÷ 	
�   ðĔăō
	
�   Œĳ	
�   õîŌŃŗí	
�   õîŔĳō	
�   ĽĊĬŃ	
�   Įŀñ	
�   Ċĸĳ	
�   ،ôĄĜĿí
 100.000	
�   ľĻ	
�   ŒĿîńÿç	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôĿîă	
�   365	
�   ņńŔĿí
	
�   õîŔĳō 	
�   ĽĊĬŃ 	
�   ĲķŎ÷ 	
�   ņŔă 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   ،óĉśō 	
�   ôĿîă

.óĉśō	
�   ôĿîă	
�   1.000	
�   ľļĿ	
�   78	
�   Œĳ	
�   ĪğĎĿí
	
�   Ľōĉîė 	
�   Ľîķ 	
�   ،ôĿäĔńĿí 	
�   ŉČŋ 	
�   ęŎĜĈñō
	
�   Ŏŋ 	
�   ôŔĴĿŗí 	
�   ıíĊŋí 	
�   ņŃ 	
�   ĒŃîĈĿí 	
�   ıĊŌĿí"
	
�   ņńŔĿí 	
�   Œĳ 	
�   õîŌŃŗí 	
�   õîŔĳō 	
�   ĽĊĬŃ 	
�   ĞĴć
".2015	
�   Łîī	
�   ĽŎŀĄñ	
�   ôìńĿí	
�   Œĳ	
�   75	
�   ôòĔňñ

	
�   ĝíĎŃŗí 	
�   Őŀī 	
�   àîĠĸĿîñ 	
�   ĶŀĬøœ 	
�   îńŔĳō
	
�   ŐĿç 	
�   ôĳîğřîñ" 	
�   Ľōĉîė 	
�   ĽŎĸœ 	
�   ،ôňģŎøńĿí
	
�   ،ĽîĴģŗí 	
�   ľŀė 	
�   Őŀī 	
�   àîĠĸĿí 	
�   ôŔĀŔ÷íĎøēí
	
�   Ŏŋ 	
�   îńĻ 	
�   ôòĜĄĿí 	
�   ĽîĜìøēí 	
�   ČŔĴň÷ 	
�   őĎĀœ
	
�   ņŃ	
�   12%	
�   ôòĜĄĿí 	
�   öŀļė	
�   úŔă	
�   ŊĿ 	
�   ĢĤĈŃ

".2006	
�   Łîī	
�   Œĳ	
�   ĪğĎĿí	
�   õîŔĳō
	
�   ľĻ 	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí 	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   ŁĊĸ÷ō
	
�   ôŀœŎģō	
�   óĎŔĜķ	
�   ôŔòģ	
�   ôŔēíčĉ	
�   ôĄňŃ	
�   ņŔøňē
	
�   ð÷îļŃō 	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   óčíďō 	
�   ŒĴħŎńŀĿ 	
�   ŏĊńĿí

.ĉŜòĿí	
�   àîĄŇã	
�   ĪŔńÿ	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôĄĜĿí
	
�   ôĄĜĿí 	
�   ôńĨňŃ 	
�   ľŃä÷" 	
�   Ľōĉîė 	
�   ĽŎĸœ
	
�   ôŔēíčĊĿí	
�   ĂňńĿí	
�   þŃîŇĎñ	
�   ĽŜć	
�   ņŃ	
�   ôŔńĿîĬĿí
	
�   ĽîĀŃ	
�   Œĳ	
�   ôĜĜĈøńĿí	
�   čĉíŎļĿí	
�   ĉĊī	
�   Īĳč	
�   ŐĿç

."ôŃîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí

Đńœî÷	
�   ņńŔŀĿ	
�   ôŔÎîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňÎ	
�   őĎĤ ØĸĿí	
�   ðøļÎí	
�   ľüńŃ

	
�   ĽŎă	
�   ŅîŔăŗí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ÂüĻ	
�   Ì	
�   Ďœčîĸ÷	
�   Ĺîňŋ»
	
�   ôķĊĿí	
�   Íç	
�   ĎĸøĴ÷	
�   îŌňļĿō	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   îœîĠĸĿí
	
�   ôĿîă	
�   Ķŀć	
�   Őŀī	
�   Ģĸĳ	
�   ľńĬ÷ō	
�   ôŔķíĊĜÎíō

	
�   «đîňĿí	
�   ġîēōã	
�   Ì	
�   ĎīČĿí	
�   ņŃ

	
�   ľěíŎ÷ō 	
�   .ĉŜòĿí 	
�   Ì	
�   ĖŌĿí 	
�   ŒĄĜĿí 	
�   ĪğŎĿí 	
�   ŐŀīÂòĻ	
�   ľļĘñ	
�   ņńŔĿí 	
�   Ì	
�   óĎńøĔÎí 	
�   číĎĸøēśí	
�   ŁĊī	
�   ôĿîă	
�   õĎûã
	
�   õîŃĊĈĿí	
�   ĐœĐĬ÷ō	
�   ôŃîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ĽîĀŃ	
�   Ì	
�   ŒňĴĿí	
�   łīĊĿí	
�   łœĊĸøĿ	
�   ÒîŃîī	
�   60	
�   ņŃ	
�   ĎüĻŗ	
�   îŌŀńī	
�   ôŔÎîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňŃ

	
�   .ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   õîŃďŗí	
�   ņŃ	
�   ĊœĊĬĿí	
�   ĩčîĜœ	
�   Ċŀñ	
�   Ì	
�   ôŔëîñŎĿí	
�   ĝíĎŃŗí	
�   ôĄĳîļŃ	
�   Ì	
�   óĊīîĔÎíō	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí
	
�   ،ôŔÎîĬĿí	
�   ôĄĜĿí	
�   ôńĨňÎ	
�   őĎĤĸĿí	
�   ðøļÎí	
�   ľüńŃ	
�   ،Ľōĉîė	
�   Ċńăã	
�   čŎøĻĊĿí	
�   ĪŃ	
�   ôŀñîĸŃ	
�   Đńœî÷	
�   ņńœ	
�   ôĴŔĄě	
�   õĎÿã
	
�   ôŔĄĜĿí	
�   õîŃĊĈĿí	
�   ÂĳŎ÷	
�   ņī	
�   ĐĀĬœ	
�   őČĿí	
�   ĊŀòĿí	
�   Ì	
�   ŒĄĜĿí	
�   ĩîĤĸĿí	
�   ŊÿíŎ÷	
�   ŒøĿí	
�   õîœĊĄøĿíō	
�   ŒĄĜĿí	
�   ĪğŎĿí	
�   ĽŎă

.ŅîļĔĿí	
�   ĉĊī	
�   ŒĿîńÿç	
�   ņŃ	
�   45%	
�   ņŃ	
�   ĎüĻŗ

ôŀñîĸŃ
ŁŎĄĿ	
�   Ŏñí	
�   Œŀī

The continued instability in Yemen has seriously affected an already fraught health 
situation. In a country grappling with multiple health crises, the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has been working for over 60 years to provide technical assistance for 
public	
�   health,	
�   strengthen	
�   health	
�   services	
�   and	
�   help	
�   fight	
�   epidemic	
�   diseases.
Yemen	
�   Times	
�   interviewed	
�   Dr.	
�   Ahmed	
�   Shadoul,	
�   the	
�   WHO	
�   country	
�   office	
�   representative,	
�   
about the health situation and challenges that face the health sector in a country 
where health coverage fails to cover more than 45 percent of the total population.

Interviewed by
Ali Abulohoom
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Emad Al-Sakkaf

Counterfeit food com-
modities have inundated 
the local market, par-
ticularly in the past three 
years as the security and 

economic deteroriation of the coun-
try has left the government with few-
er resources to monitor and regulate 
foodstuffs.  

“We Yemeni mothers want healthy 
food for our children, but they are 
exposed to dangers because even the 
food served at school is of poor qual-
ity and is not regulated,” said Noria 
Saeed, a resident of Taiz. 

“My son Ahmed got food poision-
ing and diarrhea. The doctors said 
the hospital receives many similar 
cases.” 

Hamoud Duhaish, head of the 
Children’s Oncology Unit at the Na-
tional Oncology Center told the Ye-
men Times that children are particu-
larly vulnerable to such hazards. 

“Because of an absence of govern-
ment monitoring and the greed of 
some manufacturers, consumers are 
exposed to unnecessary risk,” Du-
haish said. 
The	
�    market	
�    is	
�    flooded	
�    with	
�    sweets,	
�    

juices, candies and other goods 
whose countries of origins are un-
clear, he said, and which are sold 
very cheaply. 

He accused merchants of capital-
izing on the poverty. Many of these 
goods are purchased by children di-
rectly, he said. 

Saeed accused companies of ap-
pealing to children directly through 
the use of marketing, including the 
colors, logos and mascots featured 
on products. 

Many Yemeni mothers are unable 
to read ingredients due to the high il-
literacy rate. Nearly half of Yemenis 
are illiterate, and the illiteracy rate 
among women is about 67 percent, 
according to the government. 

Duhaish said that the food color-

ing added to these products should 
be	
�     subject	
�     to	
�     specific	
�     standards,	
�     be	
�    

safe and should not be used exces-
sively. 

Bistam Al-Shaibani, the head of 
Consumer Protection Association in  
Taiz said that  violations against con-
sumers in Yemen are continuous. 

He said there has been an in-
creased spread of products, food 
commodities and medicines that 
do not comply to the Yemeni stan-
dards.

“Yemen has become a dump for 
smuggled	
�    goods.	
�    Powerful	
�    figures	
�    in	
�    

the country systematically and con-
tinuously smuggle these items,” Al-
Shaibani said. 

In addition to imported goods, he 
said there exist many unlicensed fac-
tories around the country, and these 
factories operate outside of  govern-
ment supervision and regulations. 
He urged residents to notify the con-
cerned authorities.

Al-Shaibani said the association 

has received many complaints from  
residents in Taiz. Residents say some 
products do not have expiration and 
production dates.

The association has taken action, 
confiscating	
�     or	
�     destroying	
�     products	
�    

with the help of the judiciary.
One problem the association faces 

is the overlapping responsibilities 
of government authorities. He said 
each authority casts the blame on 
the other.

The association will adopt a cam-
paign to raise awareness. 

According to Al-Shaibani, these 
programs will mainly target school 
children in Taiz. The association will 
also coordinate with local authori-
ties in Taiz to prevent these products  
from entering schools.

He called on the prime minister 
to respect consumers in Yemen and 
to take the necessary steps to ensure 
that products being imported or 
produced in the country are properly 
monitored.

Unregulated food commodities pose 
risk to consumers
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BACKGROUND

The Government of Yemen, represented by the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 
(MOPIC), has received financing from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
and several cofinanciers for the Economic Opportunities Programme (EOP) Fishery Investment 
Programme (FIP) and Rural Employment Programme(REP). These Programmes aim  to improve 
the economic status of rural women and men through the creation of sustainable private sector-
led economic opportunities. The EOP,  FIP and REP as well as several future investments, will be 
managed by a   Economic Opportunities Fund (EOF) which is created as a public-private partnership. 
The EOF is managing investments valued in the range of USD 150 million over the next six years. 
MOPIC now seeks qualified Yemeni candidates for the key professional positions of the EOF as 
outlined below.  

GENERAL ACCOUNTABILITY

Reporting to the EOF Board of Directors, the CEO is accountable for the EOF performance. He 
provides leadership and manages donors-financed programmes in accordance with the mission, 
values and strategic objectives established and/or approved by the Board. The CEO sits on the EOF 
Board of Directors as an observer.

NATURE AND SCOPE

The CEO has the responsibility to:
 

Lead and manage the EOF within the guidelines established by the Board;• 
Report to the Board of Directors;• 
Recommend the AWP/B to the Board and implement the corresponding operational • 
activities;
Direct and monitor the activities of the EOF in a manner that ensures that the strategic, • 
operational and capital plans are met and that the assets of the EOF are safeguarded and 
optimized in the best interests of the programme;
Develop and implement operational policies set by the Board to guide the EOF within the • 
limits prescribed by the EOF articles and the framework of strategic directions detailed 
in the project;
Develop and recommend to the Board the overall corporate organizational structure and • 
the appointment of Executive Management;
Manage and oversee the required interfaces between the EOF and the public and act as • 
the principal spokesperson for the EOF.  This includes the responsibility for managing the 
equity and other financial market interfaces on behalf of the EOF.

JOB DESCRIPTION

The Chief Executive  Officer(CEO) will lead the EOF to improve the economic status of poor 
women and men in creating sustainable economic opportunities in the programmes area. He/she 
will direct the EOF to stimulate the growth and technological improvement of selected value chains 
and the creation/growth of rural business activities and enterprises, promote linkages between 
producers’ associations and markets through contractual arrangements; promote compliance with 
national and international food security and safety standards; develop public and private economic 
infrastructure in support to the selected value chains; expand the rural outreach of financial 
institutions; enhance access to sustainable rural financial services; promote alternative financial 
services to stakeholders of selected value chains.  

MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Guide programme implementation in accordance with provisions of the Grant/Financing • 
Agreement between Government and IFAD and the guidelines of the Appraisal Report;
Ensure the coordination of all programme components and activities between project • 
staff, implementing partners, command area communities and other stakeholders;
Approve the appointment of other EOF staff, participate to their evaluation and ensure • 
that they are fulfilling their terms of reference;
Ensure that Annual Work Plans and Budgets (AWPBs) are prepared and submitted in • 
accordance with the Grant/Financing Agreement and with the rules of the Ministry of 
Finance;
Ensure that gender is mainstreamed in all programme activities and that woman • 
beneficiaries participate effectively in programme interventions and benefit in an equitable 
manner.
Take responsibility for the overall use of the programme financial resources;• 
Operating Account/s and the Special Account;• 
Ensure that the terms and conditions of the agreements/contracts with all implementing • 
partners are adhered to;
Ensure that the necessary disbursement and reimbursement procedures and M&E • 
activities follow those specified in the Grant/Financing Agreement;
Submit programme financial and physical progress reports in compliance with the Grant/• 
Financing Agreement, Government requirements and the Project M&E system.

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE

A graduate degree in business or financial management or similar subject;• 
A minimum of 12 years managerial level experience in the private, and public sectors.• 
working experience in  donor-financed programmes .• 
Wide network of contacts within MoPIC, MAI and MoF and the ability to communicate • 
with and motivate a wide range of people including ministers, senior Government officials 
and leaders and ordinary members of civil society;
Initiative, commitment, breadth of vision and capacity for innovative, lateral thinking;• 
Leadership and team building qualities and experience;• 
Fluency in spoken English in both writing and speaking.• 

General Information

The recruitment process will be based on open competition and equal opportunity for • 
women and men applicants. Only short-listed candidates will be informed and invited for 
detailed interviews.
Interested candidates should submit their applications, consisting of a cover letter and • 
curriculum vitae (CV), to the following email address: Ifadfumpic@gmail.com and  
icoyemen_ifad@yahoo.com
The deadline for applications is • 17.00 hrs on 23 April 2014.

Republic of Yemen
Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation

Position Vacancy Announcement

for Economic opportunities Fund

Chief Executive Officer

IRIN
First published April 10

A countrywide vacci-
nation campaign is 
under way in Iraq fol-
lowing the country’s 
first	
�    confirmed	
�    case	
�    of	
�    

polio in 14 years, but public health 
experts warn it will take more than 
immunization to beat the virus.  

Inadequate sanitation, contami-
nated water sources and poor public 
health systems are also major fac-
tors in the spread of polio, which 
—although easily preventable—is 
high contagious and incurable. 

“Putting all your faith in vaccina-
tion alone is putting all your eggs in 
one basket,” said paediatrician An-
nie Sparrow, assistant professor of 
global health and deputy director of 
the Human Rights Program at Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
in New York City. 

“When people are still living in 
abysmal conditions that are unsani-
tary, unhygienic and with contami-
nated water, there will still be expo-
sure,” she told IRIN. 

For Adam Coutts, an honorary re-
search fellow at the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
the Iraq case says a lot “about the 
severity of poverty and state neglect 
of large numbers of the population 
as well as the decrepit condition of 
public health and healthcare servic-
es over the last 10 years in Iraq”. 

As IRIN documented in an in-
depth series last year, the US-led in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003 had a lasting 
impact on Iraq’s healthcare system.  

“The humanitarian response sec-
tors need to look at how they explic-
itly interlink and affect each other 
rather than continuing to use the 
'silo mentality',” Coutts said.  “With-
out tackling sanitation and nutri-
tion, any health interventions and 
vaccine programs are likely to fail or 
have	
�    reduced	
�    efficacy.”	
�    

The UN Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF) said that in areas where poor 
sanitation, lack of hygiene and mal-
nutrition were prevalent, additional 
awareness activities and sanitation 
drives would be carried out along-
side the distribution of vaccines. 

This is the second country-wide 
immunization drive to take place in 
Iraq this year, following an earlier 
campaign in March in response to 
cases discovered across the border 
in Syria in 2013. More rounds are 
planned for May and June. 

“If we do the right job now, we can 
put	
�    anything	
�    difficult	
�    aside,”	
�    Marzio	
�    

Babille, UNICEF’s representative 
in Iraq, said, stressing the need to 
reach every child. “If we don’t, then 
we are going to have 20 more or 200 
more cases, and then things will be-
come	
�    very	
�    difficult	
�    indeed.”	
�    

"The problem is many countries 
in the region—not just Iraq—do not 
see public health as a key concern of 
human security or a driver of eco-
nomic growth. "

For every case of polio that results 
in paralysis, doctors estimate there 
could be as many as 250 other live 
cases of the virus. That means there 
could be many more polio cases in 
Iraq that remain undiagnosed. 

Due to the social stigma attached 
to polio, parents may not want to 
put their children forward for test-
ing, Sparrow said. Doctors who have 
not seen polio for a while may not 
even understand or recognize the 
symptoms, she added. 

Baby Moossa 
The parents of six-month-old Moos-
sa Hezam, the baby boy at the heart 
of Iraq’s outbreak, did take their son 
to the doctor when he became ill, but 
his father told staff from UNICEF 
that neither Moossa nor his four sib-
lings had been immunized.  

“I am working so hard to support 
my family and had no time to think 
about taking my children to the 
hospital for vaccinations,” Abood 
Hezam, a driver who lives in Bagh-

dad’s impoverished northern sub-
urbs,	
�    told	
�    health	
�    and	
�    nutrition	
�    offi-
cer Ali Abdul. 

“I truly regret this now. If only 
Moossa was vaccinated, he would 
have been polio-free now.” He add-
ed that he wanted to make sure all 
other parents knew the risk, so that 
their children would not be infect-
ed. 

Health workers blame the resur-
gence on the civil war and the dis-
ruption it has caused to immuniza-
tion activity and supply chains. 

Lack of access 
Iraq faces similar challenges. With 
parliamentary elections due to take 
place on 30 April, political and sec-
tarian tensions are rising. Accord-
ing to the UN Assistance Mission 
for Iraq (UNAMI), more than 2,000 
people have been killed by acts of 
terrorism and violence since the 
start of the year. 

Separately, the western province 
of Anbar, which shares a border 
with Deir-ez-Zor, where Syria’s po-
lio	
�    outbreak	
�    first	
�    occurred,	
�    has	
�    since	
�    

January	
�     been	
�     caught	
�     up	
�     in	
�     fierce	
�    

fighting	
�     between	
�     government	
�     forc-
es, Islamist factions and other tribal 
militants. 

More than 400,000 people have 
fled	
�     their	
�    homes	
�    and	
�     the	
�     insecurity	
�    

has severely restricted humanitar-
ian access. As a result, the last polio 
vaccination drive held in the prov-
ince in March reached less than half 
of its target. 

Ziad Tariq, a spokesperson at the 
Ministry of Health, played down 
the issue of poor sanitation and 
weak health systems, blaming the 
outbreak on the fact that insecurity 
within Iraq prevented all children 
from being reached in previous vac-
cination rounds. Some parents, he 
added, did not put their children 
forward to be immunized. 

“This case was imported from Syr-
ia,” he said. “We detected it because 
we have good surveillance systems 
in place. Now we are working hard 
to	
�    reach	
�    all	
�    five	
�    and	
�    half	
�    million	
�    chil-
dren	
�    under	
�     the	
�     age	
�    of	
�    five	
�     to	
�    make	
�    

sure they are vaccinated.” 
But even before the most recent 

escalation	
�     in	
�     fighting,	
�     health	
�    work-

ers struggled to ensure all Iraqi chil-
dren received the three recommend-
ed doses of the vaccine. According to 
data from the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), immunization cover-
age from 2009 to 2014 ranged from 
70 to 87 percent of targeted chil-
dren, and at times dropped to less 
than	
�    one-fifth	
�    of	
�     children	
�     in	
�    Diyala	
�    

and Dahuk provinces.  
Syed Jaffar Hussain, head of the 

Iraq mission for WHO, which is lead-
ing the response in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Health and UNICEF, 
told IRIN that despite the “challeng-
ing security situation”, health work-
ers planned to achieve “coverage of 
100 percent” in this new round. 

He said the immunization cam-
paign, which in the rest of the coun-
try	
�     ran	
�     for	
�     five	
�     days	
�     (from	
�     6-10	
�    

April), would continue longer in An-
bar to ensure full reach. The “catch 
up” campaign will ensure no-one 
was missed, he added.  

Public health a key priority? 
But accessing funding remains a 
major hurdle, according to UNI-
CEF’s Babille. With money only 
guaranteed for the next few months, 
agencies are putting steps in place 
for a potential emergency appeal to 
respond to the polio outbreak. 

Babille, a medical doctor, said he 
hoped the government would follow 
up	
�    on	
�    its	
�    pledges	
�    to	
�    provide	
�    financial	
�    

support to the polio response, espe-
cially given the existing strains on 
UN budgets. 

Critics have accused the govern-
ment of being slow to put money 
towards the polio response.  

“The Ministry of Health has more 
than enough money to fund vacci-
nation coverage and basic sanitation 
and hygiene infrastructure and they 
should see it as a cost-saving mea-
sure,” Coutts told IRIN. 

“The problem is… many countries 
in the region - not just Iraq - do not 
see public health as a key concern of 
human security or a driver of eco-
nomic growth. Public health in [the 
Middle East and North Africa] is 
seen as high-tech curative interven-
tions performed in hospitals rather 
than low cost primary health care 
settings in poor neighborhoods.” 

But Tariq, of the Ministry of 
Health, insisted the government 
is funding the immunization cam-
paign, with technical support from 
UNICEF and the WHO. 

He added: “We have started a me-
dia campaign to reach all of Iraq to 
make sure parents get their children 
vaccinated and this will continue 
through the year. We want to make 
sure we reach every child.” 

Following Moossa’s diagnosis in 
March, there has so far only been 
one other suspected case in Iraq: a 
young refugee girl who crossed the 
border from Syria into the semi-
autonomous Kurdistan region. She 
was later found to have temporary 
vaccine-induced paralysis and has 
since made a full recovery.

Re-published with permission from 
IRIN.

Vaccines alone cannot 
beat polio in Iraq

Earlier this month a nationwide polio vaccination campaign was 
launched in Yemen amid a reemergence of the highly infectious dis-
ease in the region. 
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Health workers 

blame the 

resurgence 

on the civil 

war and the 

disruption it 

has caused to 

immunization 

activity and 

supply chains. 
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Natco	
�    Consumer	
�    Company	
�    on	
�    April	
�    13	
�    handed	
�    over	
�    the	
�    first	
�    50	
�    gram	
�    gold	
�    bar	
�    to	
�    the	
�    first	
�    

place	
�    winner	
�    Mubarak	
�    Ali	
�    Naji,	
�    a	
�    resident	
�    of	
�    Sana'a.

This	
�    took	
�    place	
�    at	
�    the	
�    company's	
�    headquarters	
�    in	
�    the	
�    presence	
�    of	
�    Abdulhakeem	
�    Moham-
med	
�    Fare,	
�    deputy	
�    director	
�    of	
�    the	
�    company,	
�    Walid	
�    Awhj,	
�    the	
�    commercial	
�    director	
�    and	
�    several	
�    

employees	
�    of	
�    the	
�    company.

In	
�    a	
�    speech	
�    delivered	
�    during	
�    the	
�    honoring,	
�    Fare	
�    said	
�    that	
�    there	
�    are	
�    still	
�    several	
�    gold	
�    

bars	
�    to	
�    be	
�    distributed	
�    to	
�    winners	
�    who	
�    will	
�    find	
�    the	
�    coupons	
�    inside	
�    the	
�    Anchor	
�    milk	
�    

cans,	
�    which	
�    they	
�    will	
�    be	
�    able	
�    to	
�    present	
�    for	
�    1,	
�    2	
�    or	
�    5	
�    gold	
�    bars.

In	
�    order	
�    to	
�    win	
�    the	
�    prize,	
�    the	
�    winner	
�    must	
�    find	
�    a	
�    50	
�    g	
�    gold	
�    bar	
�    coupon	
�    

inside	
�    Anchor	
�    milk	
�    can	
�    of	
�    2500	
�    g.

The	
�     offer	
�     is	
�     sponsored	
�     by	
�     the	
�     Natco	
�     Consumer	
�     Company,	
�     the	
�    

agent	
�    of	
�    Anchor	
�    milk.

The	
�    offer	
�    began	
�    on	
�    March	
�    15,	
�    2014	
�    and	
�    will	
�    continue	
�    until	
�    the	
�    

quantity	
�    is	
�    over.

Anchor Trademark
Anchor	
�    has	
�    become	
�    a	
�    distinguished	
�    New	
�    Zealand	
�    •	
�    

trademark	
�    in	
�    dairy	
�    products	
�    since	
�    1886.

Anchor	
�     has	
�     been	
�     focusing	
�     on	
�     innovation	
�     for	
�    •	
�    

over	
�    120	
�    years.	
�    It	
�    has	
�    become	
�    a	
�    leading	
�    brand	
�    

in	
�    the	
�    field	
�    of	
�    dairy	
�    products	
�    worldwide.

Anchor	
�    offers	
�    the	
�    best	
�    dairy	
�    products	
�    directly	
�    •	
�    

from	
�    farms	
�    to	
�    all	
�    consumers	
�    worldwide,	
�    rang-
ing	
�    from	
�    powdered	
�    milk	
�    and	
�    cheese	
�    to	
�    butter.	
�    

All	
�    of	
�     its	
�    products	
�    have	
�    been	
�    manufactured	
�    

from	
�    the	
�    purest	
�    fresh	
�    milk	
�    at	
�    the	
�    highest	
�    lev-
els	
�    of	
�    quality.

Anchor	
�    has	
�    become	
�    a	
�    leading	
�    brand	
�    in	
�    dairy	
�    •	
�    

products	
�    by	
�    providing	
�    nearly	
�    24	
�    million	
�    daily	
�    

rations.

It is no wonder that mothers around the world •	
�    

trust	
�    Anchor.	
�    

Did	
�    you	
�    know?

Anchor	
�    has	
�    more	
�    than	
�    four	
�    million	
�    cows. −

Anchor	
�     represents	
�     the	
�     largest	
�     source	
�     of	
�     −
dairy	
�    products	
�    in	
�    the	
�    world.

Anchor	
�    cows	
�    grow	
�    and	
�    thrive	
�    in	
�    a	
�    natural	
�    envi- −
ronment	
�    and	
�    under	
�    special	
�    care	
�    throughout	
�    the	
�    

day	
�    and	
�    week.

Head	
�   office	
�   Sana’a	
�   -	
�   Sixty	
�   Street	
�   (Southern)
Tel:	
�    01-447344/2/3
Fax:	
�    01-450585/444730

P.O.B:	
�    1187

Email:	
�    consumables@natco.com.ye

Natco	
�   Consumer	
�   Company	
�   
hands	
�   over	
�   the	
�   first	
�   50	
�   gram	
�   

gold	
�   bar	
�  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B.A in English, Diploma in  4
teaching methods, Aichi 
university of Education, Japan. 
Experience in English instruction, 
freelance translation, office 
management, correspondence, 
consierge and telephone 
operator services, looking for a 
part-time job in Sana’a. 
736051605
Bachelor English - Diploma  4

computer - experience in trade 
correspondence for 2years. seak 
for a job in part time (morning). 
733778849 
M.A. in English, five years  4
experience in English-Arabic 
translation, business 
correspondence. Looking for a 
part-time job in Sana’a. 
771002635
English-speaking teacher of  4
physics, chemistry and math 
seeks work at a school. 

735694439
Indian female with English and  4
secretarial diplomas, experienced 
in graphics, translation, 
commercial correspondence, and 
with work experience in sales 
administration, wants to work in 
Taiz. 736653489
An indian with 10 years  4
experience in Yemen as business 
development/procurement 
manager of international tenders 
at oil companies, seeks work in a 
similar business. 733816219
Male, bachelor’s degree in  4
English language, diploma in 
marketing & computer science, 
experienced as an operations 
officer, treasurer and teacher. 
Looking for any job that requires 
English. 777004207
Female, BA in Arabic literature,  4
very good written and spoken 
French/English, seeks work as a 
babysitter for a foreign family 
(Aden or Taiz). 737168816
Ambitious man, holding a BA in  4
English, with two years of 
experience in administration 
including secretary, translation 

and coordination, ready to utilize 
acquired experience in a suitable 
position. 770658490
Bachelor’s degree in English  4
language, 2 years experience in 
teaching, good with computers 
and Internet. Contact 772663229 
Sanal Venugopal,  B. Com  4
graduate, one year work 
experience in banking industry. 
737436520

A Yemeni government body  4
wishes to hire a full time media 
and PR person. Candidates must 
have experience in working with 
the media and presenting the 
authority in public. English is 
favorable. Applicants must send 
their CVs and cover letter to 
yasinsaif@gmail.com 

 4

Two male Persian kittens for  4
sale. They are grey and white 
and two months old, each at 
100$. Serious buyers only. 
Contact: yteditor@gmail.com

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, 
Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 
277224        

 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        

CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 
207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & 
Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036

Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 
601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 
01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40
Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500

Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320
Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 

01406661 406681

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-
242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 
424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 
370191/2 
                                               Fax  
370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 
Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   
Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 
441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 
01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 
01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
             INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

❒	 For Sale       ❒	 Job vacancies
❒	 Buying        ❒	 Job seekers 
❒	 Housing available  ❒	 	 Other
❒	 Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3
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The State Department announced a 

follow-up meeting to take place in 

Tunis in 2015, suggesting exactly 

the type of sustained engagement 

that Tunisia needs. This forum, 

however, should only mark the 

beginning of a robust relationship 

that	
�    carries	
�    significant	
�    strategic	
�    ad-

vantages.

A prosperous, democratic Tuni-

sia	
�     could	
�     wield	
�     influence	
�     and	
�     im-

pact that outsize its more humble 

geographic characteristics and 

could have a positive impact in the 

shared interests of the region and 

the world. A successful transition 

in	
�    Tunisia	
�    would	
�    serve	
�    as	
�    a	
�    signifi-

cant example that Arab transition 

politics does not have to be a zero-

sum game and that consensus is 

achievable. Moreover, as democrat-

ic principles take hold at the ballot 

box and in vibrant public debate 

that produce accountable, repre-

sentative leadership and (over time) 

deliver better services and oppor-

tunities to the people, the Tunisia 

case could show that political com-

promise is a sign of strength. This 

development would be particularly 

helpful in a region where countries 

face seemingly insurmountable 

challenges	
�    to	
�    fulfilling	
�    the	
�    promise	
�    

of their own revolutions.

The Tunisian experience of course 

occurred in its own unique social 

and political context, but it could 

positively	
�     influence	
�     other	
�     transi-

tioning countries. In an effort to 

draw upon lessons learned, Tarek 

Mitri, head of the UN Special Mis-

sion in Libya, formally requested 

Tunisia’s assistance in promoting a 

national dialogue in Libya—a testa-

ment to how much the international 

community hopes to make a shin-

ing example of Tunisia. While the 

idea of neighboring Arab countries 

helping one another is certainly 

laudable, world leaders should not 

forget that the respective countries’ 

national dialogues occur in differ-

ent environments. Tunisia’s state 

institutions have remained intact, 

popular labor unions have wield-

ed	
�     tremendous	
�     influence,	
�     and	
�     the	
�    

large, educated middle class has 

channeled its grievances through 

civil society activist groups, even 

under dictatorship. In Libya, state 

institutions operate with limited 

capacity and legitimacy, and a se-

curity vacuum hampers progress. 

Nevertheless, Libya’s National Dia-

logue Preparatory Commission has 

made great headway in its public 

outreach and awareness campaign. 

If the Tunisians provide mediat-

ing or moral support throughout 

this process, Libyans could be re-

minded of the end goal and the suc-

cess that they might achieve if they 

rally the political will to push back 

against centrifugal forces.

A robust Tunisia would also be 

better positioned to tackle transna-

tional challenges. With authorities’ 

bandwidth stretched thin due to the 

rocky political transitions sweep-

ing North Africa, illegal activity in 

the region has seen a boost, marked 

by a growing drugs and weapons 

trade. Criminal elements capital-

ize on porous borders and weak 

law enforcement to smuggle arms 

from Libya’s revolutionary war and 

fueling	
�     conflict	
�     elsewhere,	
�     accord-

ing to a UN report. Illegal migrants 

use routes through North Africa 

and the Mediterranean to reach 

European shores. With the region 

in such turmoil and security dete-

riorating in neighboring Libya, the 

international community could use 

a strong linchpin to substantively 

curb the negative trends, particu-

larly in light of extremist threats. 

Beyond standard counterterror-

ism efforts, Tunisia can address 

economic grievances and reduce 

the border regions’ dependency on 

trafficking	
�    of	
�    goods	
�    to	
�    earn	
�    a	
�    living,	
�    

adopting a development approach 

to address the root causes of inse-

curity. Only a prosperous Tunisia 

can work more effectively with its 

partners, including Libya and Al-

geria, with which it has discussed 

improved border security coopera-

tion. In the long run, an economi-

cally secure Tunisia with more re-

sources and attention means that 

the international community will 

have a reliable partner with which 

to meet various threats.

With much at stake, Tunisia faces 

challenges that will inevitably test 

its democratic experience. The 

US administration’s Fiscal Year 

2015 budget requests for Tunisia 

is lacking, despite the many rami-

fications	
�     that	
�     a	
�     Tunisian	
�     success	
�    

story could have symbolically (in 

the short-term) and substantively 

(in the medium- and long-term). 

Nevertheless, the loan guarantees 

and the strategic dialogue initia-

tive are promising signs that the 

United States, however restrained 

and cautious in its approach over 

the last couple of years, now feels 

more	
�     comfortable	
�     and	
�     confident	
�    

in stepping forward to meet Tuni-

sia’s needs after it demonstrated 

its commitment to the democratic 

process and earned its invitation 

to Washington. US engagement 

should build on this and not grow 

reticent with setbacks that will 

inevitably occur throughout this 

delicate period in Tunisia’s histo-

ry. A transition is not without pit-

falls, but if they can be overcome, a 

democratic Tunisia could have far-

reaching strategic implications.

Lara Talverdian is the assistant di-

rector	
�     for	
�     research	
�    with	
�     the	
�    Rafik	
�    
Hariri Center for the Middle East 

where she researches the political 

transitions in North Africa.

Re-published with permission 

from the Atlantic Council. 
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read English-language newspaper

ABO MISKA ENTERPRISE
F o r  T r a d i n g  &  C o n t r a c t i n g

Clear vision and target

Tel: 01 234405, 01 230244, Fax: 01 234408

Email: hisham@abomiska.com

Keep project on track•	
�    

Value delivery in every •	
�    

phase

Deadlines	
�    are	
�    fixed	
�    values•	
�    

Safety for the investment •	
�    

and our people

experience with proven •	
�    

track record

Road construction•	
�    

Infrastructure and aviation•	
�    

Water and oil drilling •	
�    

Our vision to extend our 

business activities both, 

horizontal and vertical 

has	
�    been	
�    reflected	
�    by	
�    our	
�    

continuous growth over 

the last decades and we 

take a strong approach 

to offer our partnership 

to	
�    local	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    firms	
�    

to complement our own 

skills.

Tunisia’s promise and strategic potential
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