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SANA’A, May 25 — Prime Min-
ister Mohammed Salem Basindwa 
declared Saturday that the govern-
ment is planning to import 60,000 
tons of diesel in a bid to overcome 
the diesel crisis the country has  
been facing. 

The fuel crisis continues to be a 
major cause for concern for ordi-
nary Yemenis. 

“Whatever the government does, 
the diesel crisis seems unsolvable as 
long	
�    as	
�     influential	
�    groups	
�    continue	
�    
to control the diesel trade,”  Sana’a-
based economist Ahmed Saeed Sha-
makh told the Yemen Times. 

“The government will import 
large amounts of diesel. But it will 
not go to everyone equally. Simple 
farmers, for example, will continue 

struggling with this crisis. When you 
go to a gas station now, you see long 
queues of cars,” Shamakh said. 

Economists say the government 
is not adequately supervising the 
distribution of petrol and diesel, 
which provides an opportunity to 
some well-connected individuals 
and groups to monopolize fuel in 
order to create black markets. 

Earlier this month, the general 
manager of the Yemen Petroleum 
Company, Mansour Al-Batani, told 
the media that the company shut 
down several gas stations in the 
capital city whose owners were ac-
cused of attempting to hoard fuel to 
sell on the black market. 
“Only	
�     an	
�     influential	
�     group	
�     will	
�    

be able to take advantage of the 
imported diesel. Even if the gov-
ernment imports billions [of liters] 

of diesel, the crisis will continue 
as long as there is no monitoring,” 
Shamakh said.

As the government is keen to 
point out, the fuel crisis is worsened 
in part due to the repeated attacks 
by tribesmen on oil pipe lines in 
Marib and Shabwa as well as tribal 
roadblocks on Sana’a-Marib road. 
Tribes usually carry out such ac-
tions as a means of airing their de-
mands and pressuring the govern-
ment into—for instance— providing 
better jobs or releasing imprisoned 
relatives. 

Mansour Hamoud, the owner 
of Mansour Al-Abdi gas station at 
Al-Misbahi roundabout in Hadda, 
agreed with Shamakh that the crisis 
will worsen if there is no rigorous 
government monitoring and regu-
lation. 

“The government can import 
thousands of litters of petrol and 
diesel, but the [hoarding] is going 
to continue. This is the root cause of 
the crisis,” he said. 

For rural farmers, who are heav-
ily reliant on diesel to operate water 
pumps, the crisis has come at a high 
cost.

Mahboob Hadi, a farmer in Ho-
deida governorate, expressed his 
frustration at the government’s 
handling of the fuel crisis. 

“I go to the station... so that I can 
get a few liters of diesel. I return 
empty-handed. We cannot grow as 
many crops considering this short-
age of diesel. Some plants even per-
ish	
�    because	
�    the	
�    water	
�    is	
�    insufficient.	
�    	
�    
Also, some farmers cannot afford 
to buy from the black market,” said 
Hadi.

Heba Al-Tairy, director of the 
Commercial Affairs Department at 
the Yemen Petroleum Company, 
said in a recent interview with the 
Yemen Times that the lack of cash 
flow	
�    is	
�    the	
�    main	
�    reason	
�    behind	
�    the	
�    
acute shortage of fuel.

She also said the Aden Oil Re-
finery	
�     Company	
�     produces	
�     between	
�    
50,000 and 70,000 tons of die-
sel per month while the rest of the 
country’s needs is imported from 
outside. The country’s monthly 
consumption is between 250,000-
300,000 tons, according to Al-
Tairy.

On Wednesday, the Yemeni Par-
liament warned that it would with-
draw	
�     confidence	
�     from	
�     the	
�     recon-
ciliation government if the the fuel 
crisis and the security vacuum con-
tinue unresolved.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, May 25 — The Defense 
Ministry on Monday morning pub-
lished three additional names of the 
five	
�     Saudi	
�     nationals	
�     killed	
�     Friday	
�    
in an attack by gunmen on several 
public institutions in Seyoun city of 
Hadramout in eastern Yemen. 

The ministry cited anonymous 
sources naming the Saudi nationals 
as Dabah Bin Hussein Al-Sharori, 
Yarmook, and Abu Omair Al-Najdi, 
adding that another Saudi national 
known as Anas Al-Sharori was in-
jured. 

In a press release on Saturday, 
the	
�    ministry	
�    said	
�    that	
�    Faisel	
�    Al-Afi-
fi	
�     and	
�     Fawaz	
�     Al-Harbi,	
�     two	
�     Saudi	
�    
nationals, were among 15 gunmen 
killed during the all-out attack on 
Friday night by alleged Al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 
militants. 

The ministry also said that Abu 
Ghareeb Al-Hadrami, a Yemeni 
citizen, was killed and Abu Khalid 
Al-Hadrami, also a Yemeni, was 
wounded. However, it didn’t men-
tion the names of the other gun-
men. The Yemen Times was unable 
to	
�     verify	
�     the	
�     official	
�     claims	
�     from	
�    
other sources.

A sense of uneasiness hangs 
over the city, and many residents 
are shocked by the bold and very 
sudden attack. Ahmed Shawala, a 
resident of Seyoun, said “the city is 
currently calm, but the citizens are 
still confused. They could not un-
derstand how the attack so abrupt-
ly took place.”

The Defense Ministry’s web-
site reported that the attack took 
place at 11:00 pm on Friday night 
and targeted several security and 
financial	
�     institutions,	
�     including	
�    
multiple	
�     government	
�     offices,	
�     the	
�    

headquarters of the First Military 
Command, the police headquar-
ters, the National Security Bureau, 
and the Seyoun branches of the Ye-
men Central Bank, National Bank 
of	
�    Yemen,	
�    and	
�    Post	
�    Office.

The Defense Ministry said that 
the attackers used “various kinds 
of weapons” and bomb-laden cars, 
adding that 15 gunmen and 12 sol-
diers were killed and 11 soldiers 
were wounded. 

The Hadramout Tribes Federa-
tion issued a statement on Saturday 
that read, “the militants attacked 
Seyoun with 30 vehicles. The at-
tack	
�    lasted	
�    roughly	
�    five	
�    hours.	
�    This	
�    
indicates the poor performance of 
the security forces.” 

Saeed Al-Jamhi, an Al-Qaeda 
expert and author of ‘Al-Qaeda: 
Establishment, Ideological Back-
ground, and Continuity’, said that 
the attack was in response to the 

ongoing military offensive against 
alleged AQAP militants in Abyan 
and Shabwa. He said that the ma-
terial losses as a result of the of-
fensive would have encouraged 
militants from the group to target 
banks	
�    and	
�    financial	
�    institutions.

Al-Jamhi added that the scale of 
the	
�     attack	
�     is	
�     significant	
�     and	
�     could	
�    
represent a shift in tactics from hit-
and-run assassinations and attacks 
on checkpoints, to more ambitious 
offensives. 

In 2011, Al-Qaeda militants took 
over monetary institutions in Zin-
jibar city of Abyan governorate. 
They also took control of many 
parts of the governorate but were 
expelled by the army and local mi-
litia groups in mid-2012.   
Many	
�     foreign	
�     citizens	
�     are	
�     fight-

ing for AQAP in Yemen. Saudi mili-
tants have a considerable presence 
in the country, especially because 

the Saudi government has more 
effectively cracked down on mili-
tancy within its borders and be-
cause AQAP is a combination of Ye-
men and Saudi Arabia’s Al-Qaeda 
branches. 

President Hadi stated that 70% of 
all	
�    Al-Qaeda-affiliated	
�    militants	
�    in	
�    
Yemen are non-Yemeni. Although 
this	
�     figure	
�     is	
�     likely	
�     exaggerated,	
�    
many Saudi nationals have been 
at the forefront of AQAP activity in 
Yemen. For example, seven Saudis 
were involved in the Defense Min-
istry hospital bombing of Decem-
ber 2012 and the former deputy 
commander of AQAP, reportedly 
killed in 2012, was a Saudi named 
Saeed Al-Shehri. 

This latest attack in Seyoun 
comes after the army launched an 
offensive against alleged AQAP 
militants in late April, leading to 
the displacement of thousands.

Government pledges 60,000 tons of diesel to alleviate fuel crisis

Five Saudi nationals killed, one wounded in Seyoun attack

Madiha Al-Junaid

SANA'A, May 25 — Renewed 
fighting	
�    broke	
�    out	
�    Sunday	
�    between	
�    
Houthi rebels and military forces in 
Amran governorate, bringing to an 
end	
�    a	
�    short-lived	
�    ceasefire	
�    brokered	
�    
by a presidential committee at the 
beginning of the weekend. 

The Al-Mekshash mountain area 
near the town of Al-Jannat, which 
lies about two to three kilometers 
from Amran city, has witnessed 
some	
�     of	
�     the	
�     heaviest	
�     fighting,	
�     ac-
cording to Faisal Al-Shelaif, the 
general manager of Amran gover-
norate's	
�    security	
�    office.

He said that on Sunday Houthi 
forces hit Al-Jannat with mortar 
fire	
�    from	
�    a	
�    range	
�    of	
�    about	
�    three	
�    ki-
lometers, adding that a Saba Phone 
building and another building 
owned by Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ah-
mar appeared to have been targeted. 
Saba Phone is owned by Hameed 
Al-Ahmar and both he and Abdul-
lah Al-Ahmar are members of the 
Islah Party, which has particularly 
tense relations with the Houthis. 

Waleed Saif, a reporter in Amran, 
told the Yemen Times on Sunday 
afternoon	
�     that	
�     "the	
�     conflict	
�     is	
�     still	
�    
ongoing as artillery shells periodi-
cally rock the city". 

Houthi forces are surrounding 
the city of Amran but have not yet 
entered it.

According to Yahya Tawwaf, the 
governorate's public relations man-
ager, army reinforcements were 

sent from Sana'a. 
"Mortar	
�     fire	
�     has	
�     been	
�    

hitting the mountain over-
looking Jannat city and 
Thaifan area in Amran," 
Tawwaf said. 

According to the gover-
norate's security manage-
ment, the air force bombed 
a Houthi armored vehicle 
as well as howitzer and 
three other military ve-
hicles, which the Houthis 
captured during previous 
clashes with the military.

Casualties are at this 
stage	
�     very	
�     difficult	
�     to	
�    
determine and reports 
vary widely. Many of the 
wounded are taken direct-
ly to Sana’a, a short drive 
south of Amran. 

Dr. Abdulghani Faris, 
the general manager of the 
Amran Hospital, said that 
medical services in Amran 
are struggling to cope with 
the high number of injured 
people. "Since the start of 
this	
�    conflict,	
�    we	
�    are	
�    seeing	
�    
40-50 cases of injuries and 
5-10 deaths of citizens and 
soldiers each day," he said 
He	
�     said	
�     that	
�     Houthi	
�     fighters	
�     do	
�    

not bring their wounded to the 
hospital because their bases are far 
away and the city is not controlled 
by them. 
Officials	
�     at	
�     the	
�     Amran	
�     Hospital	
�    

said	
�    that	
�    people	
�    are	
�    fleeing	
�    the	
�    city	
�    

to Sana'a or nearby villages because 
of the shelling which has hit civilian 
areas.

According to Al-Shalaif, most of 
the	
�    city’s	
�    inhabitants	
�    have	
�    fled.	
�    

Nawal Al-Suraihi, a local citizen 
who remains in Amran, said that 

areas like Thula and Al-Ma'akhath 
were devoid of civilians.

"The war is occurring on the sur-
rounding mountains, and we [the 
citizens] are in the middle of all 
that," said Al-Suraihi, who added 
that she and her family have no-

where else to go. 
Both sides have traded blame 

over	
�    the	
�    collapse	
�    of	
�    the	
�    ceasefire
According to Tawwaf, staff at the 

governorate’s	
�    public	
�    relations	
�    office	
�    
were	
�     informed	
�     about	
�     the	
�     ceasefire	
�    
via SMS, but they did not receive 

any details. He said 
that if the truce 
had been properly 
signed and imple-
mented it could 
have prevented a re-
currence	
�     of	
�     fighting	
�    
and bought more 
time. 

Mohammed Al-
Bukhaiti, a member 
at the political of-
fice	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Houthis,	
�    
acknowledged that 
the	
�    fighting	
�     is	
�    more	
�    
severe than before 
and that residential 
areas are affected.

"In wars there are 
mistakes. Moreover, 
the shelling happens 
from far-away ar-
eas where they [the 
military forces] use 
their many weapons 
from hidden loca-
tions, and that pro-
vokes a response," 
said Al-Bukhaiti.  

He refused to re-
veal the number of 
dead and injured 
Houthi rebels.

Al-Bukhaiti	
�    said	
�    that	
�     the	
�    conflict	
�    
would end only with the resigna-
tion of Amran governor Moham-
med Dammaj and the commander 
of the brigade that the Houthis are 
battling in the region, Hameed Al-
Qushaibi.

Heavy	
�   fighting	
�   in	
�   Amran

The	
�    Houthi	
�    rebellion	
�    began	
�    in	
�    2004.	
�    Since	
�    then,	
�    Houthi	
�    rebels	
�    have	
�    fought	
�    an	
�    on-off	
�    conflict	
�    with	
�    Yemen’s	
�    military.	
�    	
�   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DHAMAR, May 25—Houthi gun-
men have been mobilizing in the 
area around Mabar city in Dhamar 
since late last week in what appears 
to	
�    be	
�    preparation	
�     for	
�    fighting	
�    with	
�    
Salafi	
�     forces	
�     the	
�     city,	
�     according	
�     to	
�    
security and local sources. 
A	
�     security	
�     officer	
�     in	
�     Dhamar	
�    

spoke to the Yemen Times on con-
dition of anonymity because he is 
prohibited from speaking to the 
press. He said that security forces 
in the governorate received infor-
mation saying that the Houthis had 
set up mortars and dug trenches on 
Anwa hill overlooking Mabar city in 
preparation for an attack.

The Yemen Times has seen groups 
of people from the Bait Al-Maibadi 
area,	
�     who	
�     are	
�     in	
�     alliance	
�     with	
�     the	
�    
Salafis,	
�     erecting	
�     barricades	
�     on	
�     the	
�    
hills in front of Anwa hill. Houthi 
forces have also created roadblocks 
in	
�     Al-Manshea	
�     area,	
�     on	
�     the	
�     road	
�    
between Mabar and Dhawran Anes 
district 

A tribal sheikh associated with 
the	
�     Salafis	
�     in	
�     the	
�    Bani	
�    Hatim	
�     area	
�    
of	
�    Dhawran	
�    district,	
�    who	
�    requested	
�    
anonymity	
�     in	
�     fear	
�     of	
�     being	
�     killed,	
�    
said	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Houthis	
�    gathered	
�    fight-
ers from various areas and attacked 
Samh	
�    area,	
�    destroying	
�    a	
�    Salafi	
�    cen-
ter as well as several houses.
A	
�    Houthi	
�    fighter,	
�    who	
�    came	
�    from	
�    

another area to back Houthi forces 
in	
�     Dhamar,	
�     said	
�     that	
�     both	
�     parties	
�    
have	
�     brought	
�     fighters	
�     from	
�     other	
�    

areas.
“The security forces have been 

monitoring	
�     the	
�     Salafis	
�     and	
�     have	
�    
taken precautionary measures such 
as	
�     evacuating	
�     the	
�     headquarters	
�     of	
�    
the Al-Rashad Party and removing 
the	
�     party’s	
�     sign	
�     from	
�     the	
�     building,	
�    
because we believe the Houthis are 
plotting to blow up the building 
which is located in a highly popu-
lous	
�    neighborhood,”	
�    said	
�     the	
�    secu-
rity	
�    officer	
�    in	
�    Dhamar.
However,	
�    a	
�    spokesperson	
�    for	
�    Al-

Rashad	
�     Party,	
�     Bassam	
�     Al-Shoja,	
�    
said security forces on Thursday 
attacked	
�     the	
�     headquarters	
�     of	
�     the	
�    
Al-Rashad Party in the governorate 
and removed the sign carrying the 
name of the party from the build-
ing.   

“The security personnel claimed 
to have orders from Dhamar securi-
ty chief but they didn’t provide clear 
reasons	
�     for	
�     doing	
�     such	
�     things,”	
�     he	
�    
added.

The Yemen Times attempted to 
contact the Dhamar Security De-
partment for comment on the issue 
but	
�    they	
�    declined.	
�    	
�    Previously,	
�    dur-
ing	
�     Houthi-Salafi	
�     clashes	
�     in	
�     Janu-
ary,	
�     the	
�    Defense	
�    Ministry	
�     released	
�    
a statement denying involvement 
in	
�    the	
�    fighting	
�    between	
�    Salafis	
�    and	
�    
Houthis. 

Mabar is home to an impor-
tant	
�     Salafi	
�     center	
�     which	
�     teaches	
�    
Salafi	
�     doctrine	
�     to	
�     thousands	
�     of	
�     lo-
cal and foreign students. Many 
Salafis	
�     fled	
�     to	
�     the	
�     city	
�     in	
�     January	
�    
after they were expelled from the 

Dammaj	
�     area	
�     of	
�     Sa’ada	
�     governor-
ate,	
�    a	
�    Houthi	
�    stronghold.	
�    There	
�    are	
�    
also local tribes associated with the 
Salafis	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Mabar	
�    area.
Dhamar	
�     has	
�     been	
�     a	
�     flashpoint	
�    

in	
�     conflict	
�     between	
�     Houthis	
�     and	
�    
Salafis.	
�     In	
�     July	
�     last	
�     year,	
�     a	
�     tense	
�    
standoff ensued after Houthi gun-
men	
�     besieged	
�     the	
�     Salafi	
�     center	
�     in	
�    
Mabar after one of their members 
was killed. Tensions died down af-
ter tribal mediators stepped in.
Saturday,	
�    however,	
�    offered	
�    some	
�    

hope	
�     of	
�     averting	
�     conflict	
�     when	
�     a	
�    
very localized truce was reached 
between	
�    Houthi	
�    and	
�    Salafi	
�    support-
ers in two villages in the Dhawran 
Anes	
�     district,	
�     about	
�     10	
�     kilometers	
�    
from	
�    Mabar.	
�    The	
�    truce,	
�    which	
�    came	
�    
after	
�     Salafi	
�     fighters	
�     fled	
�     to	
�     neigh-
boring	
�    villages	
�    on	
�    Wednesday,	
�    was	
�    
brokered by a mediation commit-
tee headed by Sheikh Dhaif Allah 
Zaid,	
�    a	
�    member	
�    of	
�    the	
�    local	
�    council	
�    
in	
�     Dhamar,	
�     and	
�     Sheikh	
�     Faisel	
�     Ali	
�    
Abdu	
�     Rabu	
�     Al-Taih,	
�     a	
�     prominent	
�    
local	
�    leader.	
�    It	
�    has	
�    put	
�    a	
�    temporary	
�    
freeze	
�     on	
�     sporadic	
�     fighting	
�     that	
�    
began	
�     about	
�     five	
�     months	
�     ago	
�     and	
�    
which left dozens of dead and in-
jured	
�    on	
�    both	
�    sides.

“Both parties signed the agree-
ment and agreed to close the book 
on the past and commit not to at-
tack	
�    each	
�    other,”	
�    said	
�    Zaid.	
�    
Meanwhile,	
�    as	
�    tensions	
�    continue	
�    

to	
�    rise	
�    in	
�    Mabar	
�    area,	
�    Houthi	
�    fight-
ers	
�     have	
�     been	
�     embroiled	
�     in	
�     fierce	
�    
fighting	
�    with	
�    soldiers	
�    in	
�    Amran	
�    gov-
ernorate,	
�    north	
�    of	
�    Sana’a.

Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, May 26—Two Yemeni 
men and two soldiers were killed 
when security forces raided a house 
in	
�    Bani	
�    Hakm	
�    area	
�    of	
�    Arhab	
�    district,	
�    
to the north of the capital Sana’a. 
Others were also arrested.  
Six	
�    others	
�    were	
�    injured	
�    in	
�    the	
�    raid,	
�    

four	
�    of	
�    them	
�    soldiers,	
�    according	
�    to	
�    
the	
�     state-run	
�     Saba	
�     News	
�     Agency,	
�    
which cited a security source from 
the Supreme Security Committee.

The Defense Ministry said the 
two who were killed were “mem-
bers	
�    of	
�    Al-Qaeda.”

The Defense Ministry’s website 
said those arrested in the house 
raid were part of “a terrorist cell 
assigned to make explosives and 
prepare	
�     booby-trapped	
�     cars.”	
�     The	
�    
ministry claimed that three cars 
were	
�    destroyed,	
�    one	
�    of	
�    them	
�    explo-
sive-laden,	
�     and	
�     a	
�     variety	
�     of	
�     weap-

ons and ammunition were found in 
the house. 
Abduljaleel	
�    Sinan,	
�    a	
�    tribal	
�    leader	
�    

in	
�     Arhab	
�     district,	
�     said	
�     that	
�     war-
planes had attacked the area near 
the house on Saturday and that an 
exchange	
�    of	
�    gunfire	
�    took	
�    place	
�    dur-
ing the raid on Sunday.

“There were seven men working 
in the house and they came from 
Hadramout... but we know nothing 
about weapons or their link to Al-
Qaeda,”	
�     said	
�     Sinan,	
�     who	
�     also	
�     said	
�    
there were no women or children 
inside. 

The Defense Ministry said that 
investigations are underway but 
did not provide further information 
about how many are in custody. 
Saeed	
�    Al-Jamhi,	
�    head	
�    of	
�    Al-Jam-

hi Center for Studies that conducts 
studies and research on Al-Qaeda 
in	
�     the	
�     Arabian	
�     Peninsula	
�     (AQAP),	
�    
said	
�    Al-Qaeda	
�    has	
�    affiliates	
�    in	
�    vari-

ous governorates and armed groups 
may	
�     flee	
�     from	
�     a	
�     governorate	
�     into	
�    
another	
�    during	
�    clashes.	
�    In	
�    his	
�    view,	
�    
the alleged militants residing in the 
house might have come from gov-
ernorates where clashes are taking 
place between the government and 
AQAP. 
Al-Jamhi	
�     said	
�     that	
�     he	
�     does	
�     not	
�    

trust the information provided by 
the government. “The security ap-
paratus often provides false infor-
mation about terrorism in order to 
appear like they are successful and 
also to enhance the military’s mo-
rale,	
�    but	
�    such	
�     information	
�    may	
�    af-
fect	
�    them	
�    adversely	
�    later,”	
�    he	
�    said.
In	
�     a	
�     statement	
�     released	
�    on	
�    Sun-

day,	
�    Sinan’s	
�    tribe,	
�    which	
�    is	
�    the	
�    larg-
est	
�     in	
�     Arhab,	
�     praised	
�     the	
�     security	
�    
operation,	
�     saying	
�     that	
�     the	
�     alleged	
�    
AQAP	
�     affiliates	
�     are	
�     not	
�     associated	
�    
with people from Arhab district.

Abdulkareem Al-Nahari

DHAMAR, May 26—Major	
�     Ba-
zil	
�     Al-Adhraei,	
�     the	
�     security	
�     chief	
�    
of	
�     Jahran	
�     district	
�     of	
�    Dhamar	
�     gov-
ernorate,	
�    told	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times	
�    on	
�    
Monday that he accepted an offer 
of	
�     compensation	
�     from	
�    a	
�     tribal	
�    fig-
ure who assaulted him last week. 
A	
�     source	
�     from	
�     Jahran	
�     Security	
�    

Department,	
�    who	
�    spoke	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Ye-
men Times on condition of ano-
nymity because he is not autho-
rized	
�    to	
�    speak	
�    to	
�    the	
�    press,	
�    said	
�    that	
�    
Al-Adhraei refused to imprison a 
local	
�     resident	
�     after	
�     Sheikh	
�     Fawaz	
�    
Al-Qawbani,	
�     the	
�     son	
�     of	
�     a	
�     promi-
nent	
�    sheikh	
�    in	
�    the	
�    area,	
�    demanded	
�    
he do so. He said that Al-Adhraei 
demanded to know the background 
of	
�    the	
�    case	
�    first	
�    and	
�    questioned	
�    the	
�    
legality of arresting the resident.
“I	
�    refused	
�    to	
�    be	
�    a	
�    follower	
�    of	
�    the	
�    

sheikh and send people to prison at 
his	
�    order.	
�    I	
�    represent	
�    the	
�    state	
�    and	
�    
believe	
�    I	
�    should	
�    do	
�    justice	
�    to	
�    people	
�    
and ban the illegal imprisonment 
of	
�    people,”	
�    he	
�    added.	
�    

According	
�     to	
�     the	
�     source,	
�     “the	
�    
sheikh then lost his temper and 
came to the security department. 
He argued with Al-Adhraei and 
then slapped him and left without 
being stopped by any of the sol-
diers.”	
�    

Al-Adhraei told the Yemen Times 
that Al-Qawbani was imprisoned 
Thursday,	
�    the	
�    same	
�    day	
�    the	
�    assault	
�    
took place. He also said anyone who 
attacks a policeman is sentenced to 
six months in prison. 
However,	
�    Al-Qawbani	
�    only	
�    spent	
�    

a	
�    few	
�    hours	
�    in	
�    jail.
Immediately	
�     following	
�     the	
�     ar-

rest,	
�    Al-Adhraei	
�     said,	
�     “community	
�    
leaders	
�     of	
�     Jahran	
�     district,	
�     includ-
ing	
�     Mujahid	
�     Shaif	
�     Al-Ansi,	
�     secre-
tary general of the local council in 
Dhamar,	
�     came	
�     to	
�    my	
�    house	
�     to	
�     re-
solve the matter via tribal arbitra-
tion.”	
�    
According	
�    to	
�    the	
�    source,	
�    Al-Qaw-

bani’s	
�     father	
�    Ali,	
�    who	
�     is	
�     the	
�     tribal	
�    
sheikh	
�    of	
�    Mabar	
�    area	
�    of	
�    Jahran	
�    dis-
trict and assistant deputy governor 
in	
�     Hajja,	
�     was	
�     also	
�     in	
�     attendance.	
�    

The group went to offer a tradition-
al apology. 
Al-Adhraei	
�    accepted	
�    the	
�    apology,	
�    

which involved an ox being slaugh-
tered in front of him; an expression 
of remorse by those representing 
the Al-Qawbani. 

“The security authorities in 
Dhamar stood by watching and 
did not take action to side with 
Al-Adraei,”	
�     said	
�     the	
�     source.	
�     “The	
�    
tribal sheikh was supposed to be 
dealt with seriously and be referred 
to	
�     the	
�     court.	
�     However,	
�     what	
�     hap-
pened was he was kept in the head-
quarters	
�     of	
�     the	
�     military	
�     police	
�     in	
�    
Dhamar for hours and then he was 
released	
�    based	
�    on	
�     tribal	
�     solutions,	
�    
not	
�    legal	
�    procedures.”	
�    
Tribal	
�     sheikhs	
�     often	
�     fill	
�     official	
�    

and	
�     semi-official	
�     roles	
�     and,	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
absence of effective state institu-
tion,	
�    act	
�    as	
�    arbitrators	
�    and	
�    enforc-
ers. Sometimes tribal sheikhs send 
people	
�     to	
�     prison,	
�     and	
�     the	
�     secu-
rity apparatus sometimes impris-
ons people at the orders of those 
sheikhs.

Houthis mobilize on outskirts of 

Dhamar

Security forces raid house of alleged 

AQAP members in Arhab  

Tribal arbitration resolves assault on 

security commander in Dhamar

At	
�    the	
�    same	
�    time	
�    that	
�    Houthi	
�    fighters	
�    are	
�    embroiled	
�    in	
�    fighting	
�    with	
�    government	
�    forces	
�    in	
�    Amran,	
�    tensions	
�    

are	
�    rising	
�    between	
�    Houthis	
�    and	
�    Salafis.

The	
�    Arhab	
�    raid	
�    comes	
�    amid	
�    ongoing	
�    military	
�    operations	
�    in	
�    Abyan	
�    and	
�    Shabwa	
�    against	
�    alleged	
�    AQAP	
�    mili-
tants.	
�    Security	
�    forces	
�    have	
�    drawn	
�    criticism	
�    for	
�    the	
�    secrecy	
�    surrounding	
�    such	
�    operations.	
�    	
�   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Experts are calling for 
increased protection 
to healthcare workers 
and patients in crisis 
situations in the face of 

growing attacks on health facilities, 
which challenge notions of their 
neutrality. 

“We need multiple and reinforc-
ing means to protect health care 
in situations of violence, including 
the well-developed mechanisms of 
human rights monitoring, report-
ing and accountability,” Leonard 
Rubenstein, chair of Safeguarding 
Health	
�    in	
�    Conflict	
�    Coalition,	
�    a	
�    group	
�    
of humanitarian and human rights 
organizations, told IRIN from the 
World Health Assembly, which is 
being held from May 19 to 24 in Ge-
neva.

A 2014 report by the Safeguarding 
Health Coalition and Human Rights 
Watch documents attacks in 18 
countries and claims that both the 
frequency and severity of violence 
against health care has increased 
in recent years—including killings 
and torture of staff, and damage to 
facilities and ambulances.

A resolution in 2012 by the World 
Health Assembly committed the UN 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
to “provide leadership at the global 
level in developing methods for 
systematic collection and dissemi-
nation of data on attacks on health 
facilities, health workers, health ve-
hicles, and patients in complex hu-
manitarian emergencies.”

“We are pleased that, as part of its 
humanitarian reform initiative, the 
WHO is moving forward in provid-
ing global leadership in methods for 
systematic collection and dissemi-
nation of data on attacks on health 
facilities, health workers, health 
transports, and patients in complex 
humanitarian emergencies,” Ruben-
stein said. 

Consultations with humanitarians 
and NGOs shaping the mechanism 
are ongoing. Activists and experts 
say a major impediment to com-
bating increasing rates of violence 
against healthcare outlets is the lack 
of centralized data. 

But experts say the picture is in-
complete as many attacks go un-
reported and perpetrators are un-
named—a fact which has curtailed 
effective responses to the violence. 
They point to the complexity of 
protection at the local level as an 
important consideration as global 
systems emerge. 

According to Rudi Coninx, coor-
dinator for emergency risk manage-
ment and humanitarian action at 
WHO: “The objective of the central 
data collection methodology we are 
spearheading	
�     is	
�     first	
�     to	
�     document	
�    
attacks and to have information 
about trends. And second, to act—
we need all actions taken against 
these	
�    horrific	
�    attacks	
�    to	
�    be	
�    based	
�    on	
�    
evidence.” 

Hostilities and health 

“Attacks against health workers 
and facilities undermine often al-

ready fragile health systems,” said 
Joe Amon, health and human rights 
director at Human Rights Watch 
(HRW).
Ongoing	
�     conflicts	
�     around	
�     the	
�    

world—from Ukraine, to Yemen, to 
South Sudan—have featured attacks 
on healthcare workers and facilities, 
and patients. On 29 April an attack 
on a healthcare center in the Cen-
tral African Republic, embroiled in 
a	
�    brutal	
�    internal	
�    armed	
�    conflict,	
�    left	
�    
22 civilians dead.

A 2013 report by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
revealed 1,809 attacks on health-
care outlets in 23 countries between 
January 2012 and December 2013: 
91 percent of the incidents involved 
violence against healthcare workers. 
The report was compiled by 23 ICRC 
delegations based on interviews 
with hospital staff, and victims and 
witnesses of attacks.

Health providers and humanitar-
ian actors have used a variety of pro-
tection methods. 

For example, the humanitar-
ian medical organization, Médecins 
Sans Frontières (MSF), has sta-
tioned armed guards at some of its 

facilities in Somalia—a tactic MSF 
officials	
�     admitted	
�     was	
�     “not	
�     ideal.”	
�    
Research in Myanmar suggests 
“community collectivity” strategies, 
in which attacks on health care are 
framed as affecting the population 
instead of individuals, are another 
violence aversion strategy. The 
ICRC	
�    has	
�    held	
�    confidential	
�    negotia-
tions with attackers to curb ambu-
lance attacks in Yemen. 

Pierre Gentile, head of the Health 
Care In Danger project at ICRC, 
said, “there is no… one single rec-
ommendation that would change 
the landscape and provide safety for 
health care. There are a lot of mea-
sures that have been taken by stake-
holders in various countries around 
the world to improve healthcare de-
livery.”

Activists hope improved data col-
lection will increase humanitarian 
and human rights actors’ ability to 
react to violence by expanding the 
scope of protection methods for 
healthcare workers. 

Doctors can’t always be neu-

tral 

“The humanitarian value of neutral-
ity is an important one but adher-
ence to neutrality is not a predicate 
to the right to medical services with-
out interference,” explained Ruben-
stein, who directs the Centre for 
Public Health and Human Rights 
at Johns Hopkins University in the 
US. 

In a 2013 article in the Interna-
tional Review of the Red Cross, he 
wrote, “unlike humanitarian provid-
ers… local doctors, nurses and other 
health workers need not and often 
cannot be neutral—that is, they 
cannot refrain from ‘taking sides in 
hostilities or engaging in controver-
sies of a political, racial, religious, or 
other ideological nature.’” 

Studies have documented how 
healthcare	
�    workers	
�    in	
�    conflict	
�    areas	
�    
develop coping mechanisms to con-
tinue their work, albeit with limited 

capacity to deliver much-needed 
services.

Experts say a human rights ap-
proach to protecting healthcare 
workers—including  dissenters, mi-
norities, and the marginalized who 
take	
�    sides	
�    in	
�    conflict—is	
�    essential	
�    to	
�    
supporting healthcare workers op-
erating in tense situations.

“Different contexts will require 
different solutions, but it’s impor-
tant we have the best information 
possible so we can act together,” ar-
gued WHO’s Coninx. 

Rubenstein said, “protection 
must begin by changing norms and 

expectations, so that it is no lon-
ger considered legitimate for states 
and armed groups to attack medical 
providers because they offer care to 
persons	
�    affiliated	
�    with	
�    a	
�    political	
�    op-
position.” 

Speaking at this week’s confer-
ence, Valerie Amos, UN under-
secretary-general for humanitarian 
affairs and emergency relief coor-
dinator, said, “we need to prioritize 
people’s health over political ma-
neuvering.”

Republished with permission from 
IRIN

More protection for healthcare 

workers needed

[Pakistan]	
�    A	
�    doctor	
�    tends	
�    to	
�    a	
�    young	
�    woman	
�    at	
�    the	
�    PIMA	
�    field	
�    hospital	
�    

in	
�    Muzaffarabad,	
�    after	
�    her	
�    house	
�    collapsed	
�    on	
�    her	
�    nearly	
�    three	
�    weeks	
�    

after	
�    the	
�    8	
�    October	
�    quake.	
�    [Date	
�    picture	
�    taken:	
�    10/30/2005]
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Maliha Ali Ahmed 
is an elderly 
women who has 
lived for 25 years 
in a small room 

in an  orphanage on Taiz Street of 
the capital city, where she cares 
for the 613 orphans living there. 
Despite her age she appears full of 
energy, doing her best to care for 
the children in the orphanage. 

The orphanage, established 
in 1992, has three buildings for 
different age groups—6-8, 9-14, 
and 15 and older.

Ahmed was born to an illiterate 
family in Bani Hajaj village in Al-
Soda district of Amran governorate, 
to the north of the capital Sana’a. 

In her village, she got married to 
a man twice her age. “I got married 
when I was 14 years old,” she said.

She shouldered a heavy burden 
at an early age. She began caring 
for her husband in addition to 
grazing the cattle and fetching 
water, like many other women in 
rural areas. “Years passed, but we 
did not reproduce a baby,” she 
said. Because her late husband was 
infertile, she said, she did not give 
birth.

One day while she was on her 
way to fetch water, she found an 
abandoned child on the street and 
took him home. “My husband and I 
decided to adopt the child. He was 
named Mohammed,” she recalled.

Years passed and her husband 
fell sick. He was taken to Sana’a for 
treatment, where it was determined 
he had kidney failure. Ahmed 
became her husband’s companion 
every time he needed to go to the 
hospital for a dialysis session.

After six months of illness, her 
husband passed away. Then Ahmed 

alone became responsible for 
Mohammed, who was four years 
old at the time.

Some months after the death of her 
husband, Ahmed moved to Sana’a 
in order to claim the inheritance 
of her husband’s land. The court 
in Amran had sent her case to the 
judiciary in Sana’a. “I spent years 
calling for the inheritance of land 
plots my husband left,” she said.

“My husband left a third of his 
possessions to his adopted child, 
but his cousins objected, claiming 
the child was adopted and shouldn’t 
inherit anything. Therefore, I 
resorted to the court,” said Ahmed.

While in Sana’a, she took the child 
to the orphanage on Taiz Street. 
She wanted him to study. “If he was 
taken to the village, I would not be 
able to send him to school and then 
he would be illiterate,” she said.

Change in direction
When Ahmed was at the orphanage, 
intending to hand over her child, 
Abdulmalik Al-Wadei, the manager 
of Orphan House at the time, asked 
her to work and take care of the 
orphans in the elementary grades. 
She accepted the offer and was 
delighted to be given the chance to 
be close to her adopted child.

Since then, the orphanage has 
been her home. “I worked on a 
contract for seven years. Later I was 
given a salary raise to YR35,000 
($163) per month and a permanent 
job in the orphanage,” she said.

Although she left her village, her 
house, and her relatives to come 
to the orphanage, Ahmed found 
happiness among the orphans.

“My son studied at the orphanage 
and then got married and returned 
to the village with his two children,” 
said Ahmed.

Mohammed wasn’t the only child 
Ahmed adopted. “My brother died 

and I took his four children to the 
orphanage,” she said. “Now two of 
them are in college and two are still 
in high school.”

Ahmed spent 25 years in the 
orphanage looking after the young 
orphans. She took care of their 
appearance and health and resolved 

their problems.
“Nothing makes me more happy 

than seeing the orphans studying 
and getting all their rights in life,” 
she added.

During Ahmed’s work at Orphan 
House several orphans from 
various governorates graduated 

from high school while living in the 
orphanage. They are still in contact 
with Ahmed and visit her often. 

“Most of those orphans who were 
raised in the orphanage call me 
mama,” said Ahmed. 

Ahmed has two dreams now—to 
return to her village and to go to 

Mecca for the pilgrimage.
“I have spent several years here 

but now the employees don’t 
respect me because I always object 
to injustice against the orphans; 
I have saved some money out of 
my salary for the pilgrimage,” she 
concluded.

Maliha Ali Ahmed: a mother to hundreds

Maliha Ali Ahmed left her village to work and live at the orphanage where she brought her adopted son to. 
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Yemen is not a major 
energy resource pro-
ducer when compared 
to its Gulf neighbors, 
but its economy is 

heavily dependent on oil revenue. 
In 2010, just before the uprisings, 
approximately 60%  to 70% of Ye-
meni government revenues and 
over 90% of foreign exchange earn-
ings came from the sale of oil and 
gas.  Oil reserves and production 
are in two basins—one in the Marib 
and Shabwa governorates and one 
in the east in Hadramout. There is 
speculation that Yemen may have 
larger reserves which hitherto have 
remained un-exploited because of 
the enduring security situation. 
What can Yemen do to maximize its 
oil resources moving forward?

During the past three years since 
the uprising there has been much 
interest	
�     in	
�     new	
�     oil	
�     and	
�     gas	
�     fields,	
�    
particularly in Al-Jawf governor-
ate, just south of the Yemen-Saudi 
border. Yemen’s oil and minerals 
minister said in January 2013 that 
Yemen’s reserves of oil are higher 
than previously thought. A Yemeni 
government-owned oil and gas 
company	
�     (Safir)	
�     said	
�     that	
�     the	
�     new	
�    
discoveries potentially offer a daily 
output of up to about 6 million cu-
bic feet of gas. 

These recent reports have re-
ceived wide public attention as 
people hope for an economy on  par 
with	
�    more	
�    affluent	
�    Gulf	
�    neighbors.	
�    
Exploiting Yemen’s potential re-
serves would be very timely com-
ing as it does post-uprising and at a 
time when even the most generous 
of international donors are experi-
encing donor fatigue; new oil and 
gas output would re-energize Ye-
men’s failing economy. 

The issue of poten-
tial new oil and gas 
resources turned po-
litical as some poli-
ticians and activists 
used the opportunity 
to	
�    point	
�    a	
�    finger	
�    of	
�    ac-
cusation toward big 
brother Saudi Arabia—
the Saudis are thought 
to be preventing ex-
ploration. Misleading 
claims were made that 
Saudi Arabia does not 
want Yemen to turn 
into a powerful and in-
fluential	
�     resource-rich	
�    
country. Some of these 
reports even went as 
far as claiming that the 
new discoveries would 
yield six million bar-
rels a day. 

Unfortunately, the 
claims reported in the 
media and paraded by 
many Yemeni politi-
cians and activists are 
not	
�     confirmed.	
�     More	
�    
analysis is necessary. 
According to the Janu-
ary 2013 Oil and Gas 
Journal, Yemen has 
proven oil reserves of 
about three billion barrels.  This 
might sound like a lot, but three bil-
lion barrels is less than Saudi Ara-
bia produces each year. Yemen’s 
current oil production is estimated 
only to be 173,000 barrels a day, 
with production in steady decline 
since peaking in 2001. Production 
reduced from 298,000 barrels per 
day in 2009, to 120,000 barrels per 
day by August 2013.

The decline in production is due 
to frequent attacks on pipelines 
which have cost the government 
many millions of dollars of lost oil 
revenue.  In 2012, there were more 

than 15 such attacks and oil exports 
were	
�    completely	
�    offline	
�    for	
�    most	
�    of	
�    
the	
�    first	
�    half	
�    of	
�    the	
�    year.	
�    	
�    In	
�    the	
�    first	
�    
eight months of 2013 there were at 
least nine attacks on Yemen’s oil 
and natural gas pipeline system. Se-
curing the country’s pipelines and 
other critical energy infrastructure 
is a stated goal of Yemen’s govern-
ment, but to date the efforts have 
not been entirely successful. 

The constant attacks on Yemen’s 
energy infrastructure prevent the 
building of trust in the government 
because it cannot provide services 
to the people because of the lost 
revenue.  According to BP, falling 

oil revenues have stoked anti-gov-
ernment sentiment. Thus even if 
existing oil reserves are higher than 
initially thought or new resources 
could be found, the current secu-
rity environment still restricts the 
ability of companies to produce 
and transport oil. Several smaller 
international oil companies have 
suspended operations. The senti-
ment against the government has 
increased with the current crisis of 
oil supplies all over the country. 

But it seems that politicians and 
decision makers turn their eyes from 
the real problems facing energy se-
curity.  They sell false hope to the 

people about the future of energy 
exploitation when the reality of to-
day is oil shortage with long queues 
of cars and trucks lining the streets 
at gas stations. People realize how 
facts on the ground desperately dif-
fer from the political banter. False 
hope leads nowhere. 
Despite	
�     the	
�    difficulties,	
�    domestic	
�    

consumption of oil is rising, mean-
ing that more and more of Yemen’s 
oil will be consumed domestically 
and will not be available for export. 
Government will surely have to 
raise prices to generate the neces-
sary income and that will further 
alarm the populous. Alternatively, 

the government will have 
to buy more foreign oil, 
which in turn will affect 
Yemeni prices.

The problem is aggra-
vated by corruption and 
patronage permeating the 
energy sector industry. Ev-
ery stage of the oil and gas 
sector, including awards 
of oil concessions, crude 
oil export sales and oil and 
gas service contracts, is af-
fected 

Yemen’s oil sector might 
be falling into the abyss. 
The country faces a nation-
al	
�    fiscal	
�    disaster	
�    if	
�    the	
�    ail-
ing oil and gas sector does 
not recover soon. But this 
is unlikely without attract-
ing investment from Gulf 
Arab states, which would 
again place Yemen at their 
beck and call.  Only when 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC)	
�     countries	
�     feel	
�     re-
sponsible for Yemen will 
matters improve, and only 
then will Yemeni workers 
be allowed back into their 
labor markets. If this does 
not happen, the GCC one 
day	
�     will	
�     find	
�     themselves	
�    

with a Yemeni refugee problem. 
Furthermore, there is a concurrent 
need to re-energize exploration in 
Yemen’s onshore and offshore re-
sources. The recent Government 
quest to improve security should 
help.

Murad Alazzany is an associate 
professor at Sana’a University, 
Yemen. Robert Sharp is an associ-
ate professor at  Near East South 
Asia Center for Strategic Studies 
(NESA), Washington DC, USA. The 
views expressed in this article are 
the authors’ alone.

Re-Energizing Yemen’s Energy Sector 

Balhaf Terminal exports up to 12.5 billion cubic meters of gas per year. 
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As I write these lines, 
Moroccan revolution-
ary rapper L7a9ed (El 
Haqed, the "enraged 
one", whose real name 

is Mouad Belrhouat) is once again 
in jail, after being arrested on May 
19 at a football match for allegedly 
scalping tickets and assaulting a 
police	
�     officer.	
�     L7a9ed	
�     has	
�     already	
�    
spent over a year in prison for his 
anti-regime rap songs, most infa-
mously “Klab Dawla” (Dogs of the 
State), prosecuted for assaulting a 
pro-regime activist and insulting 
the	
�    police.

In our recent conversations, 
L7a9ed expressed growing concern 
that he'd soon return to prison, es-
pecially after the release of his new 
mixtape,	
�    Walou	
�    (Nothing).	
�    He	
�    pre-
viewed the album for me and other 
artists and activists during the 4th 
Arab Bloggers Meeting in Amman a 
few months back, a gathering which 
itself was dominated by the ongoing 
detention of bloggers, artists and 
social	
�     media	
�     figures	
�     from	
�     Egypt,	
�    
Syria,	
�    and	
�    other	
�    Arab	
�    countries.
It	
�     was	
�     clear	
�     upon	
�     first	
�     listen	
�    

that fans who worried that L7a9ed 
might tone it down after his stint in 
jail (at a press conference upon his 
release he intimated that he would 
focus more on his studies and less 
on politics) could rest easy—or 
better, again be as “enraged” as 
L7a9ed—as one song after another 
excoriated the ongoing corruption, 
police brutality, inequality, lack of 
freedom, and particularly hopeless-
ness, that characterizes life in what 
for most Westerners remains one of 
the most “modern” and “moderate” 
Arab	
�    monarchy.	
�    As	
�    L7a9ed	
�    raps	
�     in	
�    
the	
�    title	
�    track,	
�    “Walou,”	
�    mixing	
�    defi-

ance and despair:
“Nothing	
�     satisfies	
�     us...	
�     We	
�     are	
�    

so	
�     sick.	
�    No	
�    culture,	
�    no	
�    art,	
�    no	
�     cre-
ation...	
�    No,	
�    no	
�    way.	
�    We	
�    won't	
�    back	
�    
down.	
�     It's	
�     my	
�     slogan.	
�     Choose	
�     my	
�    
side	
�     or	
�     theirs...	
�     Put	
�     this	
�     in	
�     your	
�    
head:	
�     Never	
�     give	
�     up	
�     your	
�     rights...	
�    
This country is ours, not his [the 
king's].”

A prosecutable offense
The lyrics represent a far cry from 
the	
�    “nothing”	
�    of	
�    the	
�    title.	
�    In	
�    a	
�    coun-
try	
�    where	
�    even	
�    substituting	
�    FC	
�    Bar-
celona for the king in the slogan 
“God,	
�     Country,	
�     Barca”	
�     is	
�     a	
�     prose-
cutable offense, such a direct attack 
on the king's majeste [royal honor 
or dignity] is not likely to go unan-
swered.

Once upon a time in the not too 
distant past, just being a rapper or 
a metal-head in the Arab and larger 
Muslim world could get you beaten 
by cops, jailed and even threatened 
with	
�    death	
�    by	
�    religious	
�    authorities.	
�    
Underground scenes began to win 
more	
�    public	
�    and	
�    official	
�    acceptance	
�    
during the last decade as both gov-
ernments and “moderate” Islamist 
movements realized that policing 
the tastes of young people was not 
a productive way either to win their 
support or avoid alienating them 
completely.

But the tolerance did not extend 
to more overtly political music, as 
evidenced most famously by the 
jailing of a then still largely un-
known rapper, El General, at the 
start	
�     of	
�     the	
�     Tunisian	
�     revolution.	
�    
As the revolutions grind on, young 
artists have become among their 
countries' most important public 
intellectuals.

Whatever the gains of the pro-
tests, the reality is that their grow-
ing politicization—of their music 
itself as well as their extracurricular 
political activities—has occurred in 

what remains a highly and in some 
ways increasingly restrictive envi-
ronment.

As a new report by the global an-
ti-music censorship NGO Freemuse 
and the Egyptian Association for 
Freedom of Thought and Expres-
sion describes Egypt: “Artistic ex-
pression...	
�    is	
�    one	
�    of	
�    the	
�    most	
�    tightly	
�    
controlled forms of expression, sub-
ject to numerous restrictions, both 
official,	
�    in	
�    the	
�    form	
�    of	
�    laws,	
�    regula-
tions, and state institutions charged 
with implementing these codes, and 
social, in the form of constraints im-
posed	
�    by	
�    mainstream	
�    culture.”

While religious and sexual themes 
or provocative video clips can still 
get a song banned from the air-
waves, political expression remains 
a crucial arena where governments 

attempt to use the law to silence op-
positional voices—not just by keep-
ing their music off the radio or TV, 
but by keeping them from perform-
ing and otherwise being a public 
presence.	
�     As	
�     Freemuse	
�     Executive	
�    
Director Ole Reitov explained after 
the	
�     launch	
�     of	
�     the	
�     report	
�     at	
�     Cairo's	
�    
Townhouse Rawabet Theatre on 
May 21, “the censorship practices 
in Egypt [are] a labyrinth where you 
know how to enter but do not know 
how	
�    to	
�    exit.”

Lost in a labyrinth
Governments love labyrinths, never 
tiring of using well-worn laws to 
prosecute free speech even when 
such practices violate the language 
or spirit of the post 2010 constitu-
tions guaranteeing freedom of ex-
pression.	
�     Physical	
�     violence	
�     is	
�     also	
�    
routinely deployed on artists, just 
as	
�    it	
�    is	
�    upon	
�    ordinary	
�    citizens.

Ramy Essam was tortured; 
L7a9ed has been brutally beaten 
by police, most recently during his 
latest	
�    arrest.	
�    Other	
�    artists	
�    have	
�    suf-
fered worse fates, as epitomized by 
the assassination of Syrian singer 
Ibrahim Kashoush, whose throat 
was slit by Assad's forces in July 
2011.	
�     More	
�     banal	
�     but	
�     ultimately	
�    
quite effective, regimes keep music 
off state-controlled and allied radio 

and	
�    TV	
�    and	
�    make	
�    it	
�    very	
�    difficult	
�    to	
�    
perform	
�    live.

Ramy Essam's recent experience 
with security forces summarizes 
precisely what artists like he and 
L7a9ed are up against as they at-
tempt to continue writing relevant 
music at a time when counterrevo-
lutionary governments seem secure 
in	
�     their	
�     power.	
�     Upon	
�     recognizing	
�    
him at a checkpoint near Suez, an 
officer	
�    walked	
�    up	
�    to	
�    him	
�    singing	
�    his	
�    
song “Taty Taty” (Bow your head) 
and playing a video of him perform-

ing	
�     an	
�     anti-military	
�     song	
�     on	
�     iPad.	
�    
After being taken to the local secu-
rity headquarters, he was interro-
gated	
�    continuously	
�    for	
�    five	
�    hours.
“Three	
�    officers	
�    asked	
�    me	
�    over	
�    and	
�    

over	
�     about	
�     two	
�     things.	
�     First	
�     they	
�    
asked about my international travel 
and awards, why these organiza-
tions chose me and how much they 
paid me, and why they support me 
to	
�    sing	
�    against	
�    my	
�    country.	
�    Second,	
�    
they were very concerned about any 
possible collaboration between rev-
olutionary groups and the Broth-
erhood and accused me of being a 
member of the Ikhwan [Brother-
hood]...	
�     My	
�     activist	
�     friends	
�     called	
�    
me after and explained that this is 
the	
�    way	
�    it	
�    goes	
�    the	
�    first	
�    time:	
�    They	
�    
pretend to be kind to you, 'the soft 
hand	
�    system,'	
�    as	
�    it's	
�    called.	
�    But	
�    they	
�    
warned me that the gloves will be 
off next time; the second time will 
be	
�    horrible.	
�     They	
�    will	
�     beat	
�     and	
�    hit	
�    
me	
�    from	
�    the	
�    beginning.	
�     'You	
�    won't	
�    
sit answering questions again,' I 
was	
�    told.”

International support
For now, the wide support shown 
to Essam and L7a9ed by local and 
international comrades and fans, as 
well as activists and the media, have 
perhaps kept them from experienc-
ing the harsh fate—long term deten-
tion and torture, or worse—suffered 
by so many pro-democracy activ-
ists.	
�    Within	
�    days	
�    of	
�    L7a9ed's	
�     latest	
�    
arrest, other political rappers and 
rock artists publicly came to his de-
fense, with tweets, Facebook posts 
and a media campaign lambasting 
the charges and the ongoing harass-
ment	
�    against	
�    him.	
�    These	
�    supporters	
�    
called on international artists like 
Alicia	
�    Keys,	
�    Robert	
�    Plant	
�    and	
�    Justin	
�    
Timberlake, all of whom are sched-
uled to perform at the monarchy-
sponsored Mawazine Festival in 
June,	
�    to	
�    speak	
�    out	
�    on	
�    his	
�    behalf.

The media attention to their 
plights might give L7a9ed and Es-
sam a modicum of protection com-
pared with the average citizen, but 
the situation could change at any 
moment.	
�    Next	
�    time	
�    Essam	
�    is	
�    picked	
�    
up he might be alone; cameras 
might	
�     not	
�     be	
�     surrounding	
�     L7a9ed.	
�    
As we've learned time and time 
again, the judicial system remains 
aligned against activists (L7a9ed's 
pre-trial detention was extended for 
another week after prosecutors in-
troduced an unsigned accusation at 
his	
�    hearing).	
�    Anything	
�     can	
�    happen	
�    
in a jail cell, while a simple prison 
bus can suddenly become a death 
chamber.

In this context, it's worth paying 
close attention to how the revolu-
tionary artists of the Arab world fair 
in the coming period, as the revo-
lutions either continue to become 
dormant or explode again into open 
conflict.	
�     However	
�     bad	
�     they	
�     might	
�    
have it, for the average citizen of 
the Arab world, it's likely going to 
be	
�    much	
�    worse.	
�    Indeed,	
�    at	
�    the	
�    same	
�    
time L7a9ed's trail was being post-
poned and his pre-trial detention 
extended, 11 members of the Febru-
ary 20 movement were sentenced 
to	
�    a	
�    year	
�    in	
�    prison.	
�    In	
�    Egypt,	
�    yet	
�    an-
other activist was sentenced to two 
years imprisonment and security 
forces	
�     raided	
�     the	
�     offices	
�     of	
�     a	
�     lead-
ing human rights organization and, 
according to witnesses, sexually ha-
rassed	
�    female	
�    employees.
The	
�    revolution	
�    continues,	
�    indeed.

Mark LeVine is a professor of Mid-
dle Eastern History at University 
of California, Irvine, and a Distin-
guished Visiting Professor at Lund 
University. His new book is One 
Land, Two States: Israel and Pal-
estine as Parallel States, co-edited 
with Ambassador Mathias Moss-
berg.

Aziz El-Kaissouni
middleeasteye.net
First published May 24

For the second time since 
longtime autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak was deposed 
on February 11, 2011, 
Egyptians will once 

again line up at the polling stations 
to elect a head of state this coming 
week.	
�     Unlike	
�     the	
�     presidential	
�     elec-
tion of 2012, no one is likely to wait 
with bated breath on the results of 
this	
�    vote.

It’s looking somewhat reminiscent 
of the presidential election of 2005, 
when Mubarak handily defeated 
his two opponents, but with likely 
a higher margin of victory for the 
state’s candidate this time around, 
if the results of the expatriate vote 
are	
�    anything	
�    to	
�    go	
�    by.

The result should surprise no 
one; after all, former army chief and 
presidential candidate Abdulfatah 
Al-Sisi has already received the en-
dorsement of the military, the para-
mount institution of the state, and 
has been fawned over in state and 
private media for many months, 
with his apparent lack of a detailed 
programme	
�    glossed	
�    over.	
�    The	
�    Mus-
lim Brotherhood, his political oppo-

nent, has been driven underground 
by	
�    a	
�    relentless	
�    crackdown.

We can expect some triumphalism 
after	
�    the	
�    vote.	
�    The	
�    interim	
�    authori-
ties have made much of the fact 
that they have abided—for the most 
part—by the roadmap unveiled on 
8 July, with every step on that path 
feted as evidence of Egypt’s sure 
progress.	
�    This	
�     is	
�     irrespective	
�    of	
�     the	
�    
fact that the roadmap’s milestones 
were the product of the deliberations 
of a minority of actors and interests, 
subject to no popular oversight, and 
which have been arguably void of all 
meaning by the backdrop against 
which they unfold: thousands of de-
tainees, mass death sentences, the 
jailing of journalists, and a total lack 
of accountability for the worst mass 
killing	
�    in	
�    Egypt’s	
�    modern	
�    history.

Still, that train has, for all intents 
and	
�    purposes,	
�     left	
�     the	
�     station.	
�     It	
�     is	
�    
more useful to consider what hap-
pens after Sisi receives the popular 
mandate	
�    he	
�    seeks.

Judging from his TV appear-
ances, Sisi recognizes that he needs 
time, around two years, if he’s to ef-
fect any sort of meaningful change 
in	
�     the	
�     average	
�     Egyptian’s	
�     life.	
�     But	
�    
with current levels of instability in 
the country, Sisi might not have two 
years.	
�     To	
�    be	
�     clear,	
�     the	
�     protests	
�     are	
�    

not currently at a level that can pose 
any imminent threat to the survival 
of	
�    the	
�    government.

But despite the repeated, oft-
mocked assertions of parts of the 
protest movement that regime col-
lapse is near, all indications are that 
the Brotherhood recognizes that it 
is in this for the long haul, and has 
accordingly geared up for a drawn 
out	
�     war	
�     of	
�     attrition.	
�     Still	
�     heavily	
�    
reliant on Gulf largesse, Sisi knows 
the clock is ticking, and that Egypt, 
on the economic front, is not on 
what anyone would describe as sure 
footing.	
�     Stability,	
�     as	
�     Sisi	
�     doubtless	
�    
knows,	
�    is	
�    at	
�    a	
�    premium.

It is possible that Sisi will under-
take token gestures of magnanim-
ity, perhaps commuting some death 
sentences, or pardoning some frac-
tion of Egypt’s sizeable population 
of	
�    political	
�    prisoners.	
�    With	
�    between	
�    
16,000 and 20,000 people in jail, 
Sisi can probably afford to release 
a few carefully screened hundreds 
without	
�    making	
�    a	
�    significant	
�    dent	
�    in	
�    
the	
�    overall	
�    figure,	
�    and	
�    still	
�    be	
�    hailed	
�    
as	
�    a	
�    reformer.

But we should not expect such 
initiatives	
�     to	
�     go	
�     very	
�     far.	
�     The	
�     gov-
ernment can probably ill-afford 
significant	
�    releases,	
�    given	
�    that	
�    these	
�    
are likely to embolden a protest 

movement that has survived for 11 
months, despite ruthless repres-
sion.	
�    Detainees	
�    who	
�    have	
�    been	
�    bru-
talized for their political or religious 
convictions may not choose to go 
home	
�     and	
�     lead	
�     a	
�     quiet	
�     life.	
�     They	
�    
may, in fact, join the growing num-
ber of Islamists who’ve decided that 
the government must be resisted by 
force	
�    of	
�    arms.

However, if carefully calibrated, 
such	
�    concessions	
�    will	
�    benefit	
�    the	
�    in-
coming president, allowing the gov-
ernment to paint its opponents as 
intransigent if they fail to respond 
enthusiastically	
�     to	
�     the	
�     gesture.	
�    
There is also a good possibility that 
such concessions will be latched on 
to by parts of the international com-
munity, eager to justify continuing 
support for a government engaged 
in systematic and widespread hu-
man	
�    rights	
�    abuses.

There also appears to be recog-
nition of the need for some form 
of	
�     reconciliation.	
�     Egyptian	
�     human	
�    
rights activist Saad Eddin Ibrahim 
has claimed that individuals close to 
Sisi indicate that he plans to unveil 
a proposal to that effect after the 
elections.	
�    And	
�    Helene	
�    Michou	
�    notes	
�    
that EU Special Representative Ber-
nardino Leon has stated that the EU 
is working on a reconciliation ini-

tiative to be unveiled after the elec-
tions.	
�    She	
�    is,	
�    however,	
�    rightly	
�    skep-
tical of any outside actor’s ability to 
lay the groundwork for a reconcilia-
tion process when there appears to 
be so little inclination towards that 
possibility	
�     on	
�     both	
�     sides.	
�     Likewise,	
�    
it is unclear that it will be any easier 
for domestic actors to break out of 
the toxic dynamic that has charac-
terized Egyptian politics and society 
for	
�    nearly	
�    a	
�    year.	
�    Note,	
�    for	
�    example,	
�    
Sisi’s comments that the Brother-
hood under his presidency, would 
be	
�    “finished.”	
�    The	
�    pronouncements	
�    
of both camps do not lend them-
selves	
�    to	
�    an	
�    optimistic	
�    reading.

Even if the government were will-
ing to concede that some form of ac-
commodation is necessary as a pre-
requisite for stability and economic 
recovery (and that is far from clear 
at this point), it might be uncertain 
that	
�     there	
�     would	
�     be	
�     any	
�     benefit	
�     to	
�    
reaching out to the Muslim Brother-
hood.	
�    This	
�     is	
�     in	
�    part	
�     because,	
�    with	
�    
most of the leadership in jail, and 
authority devolving to younger, less-
experienced (and possibly less-com-
promising) cadres, the leadership’s 
authority may not be as certain as it 
was	
�    in	
�    the	
�    past.

But there is also a grimmer possi-
bility,	
�    described	
�    by	
�    Professor	
�    Emad	
�    

Shahin in a recent interview with Al 
Araby.	
�    Sisi,	
�    empowered	
�    by	
�    a	
�    popu-
lar mandate, Shahin argues, will 
crack down more forcefully on his 
opponents.	
�     There	
�     is	
�     precedent	
�     for	
�    
believing this: recall Sisi’s impas-
sioned appeal to the public to grant 
him	
�    a	
�    mandate	
�    to	
�    “fight	
�    terror,”	
�    just	
�    
days before the killing of around 
1,000 people in Raba`a and Nahda 
Squares.	
�     This	
�     is	
�     a	
�     man	
�     for	
�     whom	
�    
expressions of popular support and 
public adulation are headily em-
powering.

Or perhaps Sisi expects that win-
ning the vote in a landslide will 
secure him an overwhelming man-
date, one that obliges his opponents 
to concede that they are in the mi-
nority, and force them into some 
humble	
�     introspection.	
�     But	
�     a	
�     bitter	
�    
lesson learned by the Muslim Broth-
erhood across the past three years is 
that elections do not a stable polity 
make, and voting rarely settles any-
thing	
�    in	
�    Egypt.

It is a lesson to which the incom-
ing	
�    president	
�    should	
�    pay	
�    heed.

Aziz El-Kaissouni is a visiting fel-
low at the European Council on 
Foreign Relations, and a former 
political analyst for the European 
Union Delegation to Egypt. 

The day the music died in the Arab world?

Stability no nearer as Egypt elections loom

From Morocco to Egypt, 
Arab governments are 
trying to settle scores 
with revolutionary 
artists 



You supported the 2011 revolu-

tion in the beginning but later 

you changed your mind. Why?

I	
�     was	
�     among	
�     the	
�     first	
�     people	
�     who	
�    
took	
�     to	
�     the	
�     streets	
�     and	
�     I	
�    was	
�     their	
�    
Imam	
�    for	
�    the	
�    prayers	
�    held	
�    at	
�    Change	
�    
Square.	
�    I	
�    called	
�    on	
�    all	
�    youth	
�    associ-
ated	
�    with	
�    Ansar	
�    Allah	
�    [the	
�    Houthis]	
�    
to	
�    join	
�    the	
�    revolution	
�    and	
�    civil	
�    soci-
ety	
�    and	
�    to	
�    coexist	
�    with	
�    people	
�    from	
�    
Taiz	
�    and	
�    Aden	
�    in	
�    the	
�    square.	
�    

Why have you changed your 

mind?

Everything	
�    was	
�     good	
�     in	
�     the	
�     begin-
ning	
�     but	
�     things	
�     began	
�     to	
�     change	
�    
later,	
�     particularly	
�     after	
�     the	
�     former	
�    
Commander	
�     of	
�     the	
�     First	
�     Armored	
�    
Division	
�     Ali	
�     Mohsen	
�     joined	
�     the	
�    
revolution.	
�    I	
�    changed	
�    my	
�    mind	
�    be-
cause	
�    I	
�    believed	
�    that	
�    Mohsen	
�    would	
�    
obstruct	
�     the	
�     revolution	
�    and	
�     turn	
�     it	
�    
upside	
�    down.	
�    
The	
�    youth	
�    began	
�    to	
�    disagree	
�    with	
�    

the	
�    Muslim	
�    Brotherhood	
�    who	
�    made	
�    
Mohsen	
�     a	
�     sacred	
�     figure.	
�     Indeed,	
�    
with	
�    the	
�    help	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Muslim	
�    Broth-
erhood,	
�    Mohsen	
�    was	
�    able	
�    to	
�    control	
�    
the	
�    revolution	
�    as	
�    I	
�    expected.

Do you think there has been 

coordination between former 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

and Mohsen?

It	
�     seems	
�     so	
�     because	
�     neither	
�     Saleh	
�    
nor	
�    Mohsen	
�    were	
�    affected	
�    through-
out	
�     the	
�     revolution.	
�     Even	
�     if	
�     they	
�    
didn’t	
�    have	
�    complete	
�    coordination,	
�    
they	
�     had	
�     mutual	
�     interests.	
�     The	
�    
Muslim	
�     Brotherhood	
�     also	
�     helped	
�    
Mohsen	
�    and	
�    convinced	
�    people	
�    that	
�    
he	
�    is	
�    a	
�    pure	
�    man	
�    because	
�    they	
�    have	
�    
the	
�    ability	
�    to	
�    mobilize	
�    people.	
�    

It's known that you are in dis-

agreement with the Muslim 

Brotherhood. Why?

I	
�    will	
�    tell	
�    things	
�    and	
�    then	
�    you	
�    can	
�    be	
�    
the	
�     judge.	
�     They	
�     don’t	
�     accept	
�     other	
�    

viewpoints.	
�    Although	
�    I	
�    worked	
�    with	
�    
them	
�     for	
�     a	
�     long	
�     time,	
�     they	
�     didn't	
�    
accept	
�    me	
�    because	
�     I	
�    opposed	
�     their	
�    
plots	
�     to	
�     eradicate	
�     the	
�     Hashemites.	
�    
They	
�     implement	
�     their	
�     plots	
�     in	
�     the	
�    
name	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Quran.
They	
�     were	
�     against	
�     me	
�     and	
�     de-

famed	
�    me.	
�     I	
�    would	
�    have	
�    been	
�    very	
�    
rich	
�    if	
�    I	
�    agreed	
�    with	
�    them.	
�    They	
�    al-
lied	
�     with	
�     Saleh	
�     against	
�     me,	
�     to	
�     the	
�    
extent	
�    of	
�    closing	
�    down	
�    Badr	
�    Center	
�    
and	
�     sending	
�     me	
�     to	
�     prison	
�     for	
�     two	
�    
months.	
�    I	
�    hate	
�    them.	
�    

But wasn't Saleh a Zaidi?

Yes,	
�    but	
�     it	
�    seems	
�    that	
�    Saleh	
�    knows	
�    
no	
�    religion.	
�    He	
�    attempted	
�     to	
�    make	
�    
people	
�     hate	
�     the	
�     Hashemites.	
�     They	
�    
claimed	
�     that	
�     I	
�     want	
�     to	
�     bring	
�     back	
�    
the	
�    rule	
�    of	
�    Imams	
�    and	
�    that	
�    I	
�    distrib-
uted	
�    7,000	
�    CDs	
�    saying	
�    that	
�    I'm	
�    Ma-
sonic	
�    [a	
�    Freemason].	
�    I	
�    thought	
�    they	
�    
would	
�     change	
�     their	
�     opinion	
�     about	
�    
me	
�    because	
�    we	
�    were	
�    together	
�    in	
�    the	
�    
revolution,	
�    but	
�    I	
�    was	
�    mistaken.	
�    

So Saleh wanted to get rid of 

you but he didn't?

Only	
�    Allah	
�    can	
�    do	
�    everything.	
�    How-
ever,	
�     Saleh	
�     has	
�     told	
�     me	
�     that	
�     he	
�    
doesn't	
�    want	
�    to	
�    kill	
�    me	
�    while	
�    all	
�    my	
�    
family	
�     members	
�     want	
�     to	
�     do	
�     so.	
�     I	
�    
think	
�    he	
�    was	
�    right.

Did he want to use you to serve 

certain agendas?

I	
�    don't	
�    know	
�    but	
�    he	
�    wanted	
�     to	
�    use	
�    
me	
�    against	
�    the	
�    other	
�    groups	
�    such	
�    as	
�    
the	
�    Muslim	
�    Brotherhood.

That is to say, Saleh used to pit 

you against each other and of-

fer funds to both sides?

Who	
�    told	
�    you	
�    he	
�    used	
�    to	
�    provide	
�    us	
�    
with	
�     support?	
�     He	
�     used	
�     to	
�     aid	
�     the	
�    
Muslim	
�    Brotherhood	
�    with	
�     billions,	
�    
but	
�    we	
�    did	
�    not	
�    receive	
�    any	
�    support.	
�    	
�    

What about supporting the 

Youth Believers [a Houthi 

youth movement] and print-

ing books that promote their 

ideology?

Do	
�     you	
�     really	
�     call	
�     this	
�     'support'?	
�    
This	
�    is	
�    not	
�    sensible.	
�    He	
�    used	
�    to	
�    give	
�    
them	
�    a	
�    half	
�    million	
�    Yemeni	
�    riyal	
�    at	
�    
a	
�     time	
�     when	
�     he	
�     gave	
�     the	
�     Muslim	
�    
Brotherhood	
�    tens	
�    of	
�    millions.	
�    

That is, he used to offer you 

support?

He	
�    offered	
�    us	
�    destruction	
�    and	
�    sabo-
tage	
�     and	
�     mobilized	
�     his	
�     followers,	
�    
the	
�     Muslim	
�     Brotherhood	
�     and	
�     the	
�    
icons	
�    of	
�    the	
�    former	
�    regime,	
�    against	
�    
us	
�    either	
�    before	
�    or	
�    after	
�    the	
�    revolu-
tion.	
�    

Will you one day come to say 

'mercy upon the former re-

gime' given the current unfor-

tunate situation Yemen is un-

dergoing? 
No,	
�    I	
�    seek	
�    refuge	
�    in	
�    God.	
�    Curses	
�    on	
�    
the	
�     former	
�     regime.	
�     The	
�     former	
�     re-
gime	
�    has	
�     led	
�    us	
�     into	
�    this	
�    situation.	
�    
General	
�    Ali	
�    Mohsen	
�    was	
�    part	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
former	
�    regime.	
�    The	
�    Muslim	
�    Broth-
erhood	
�    was	
�    also	
�    part	
�    of	
�    the	
�    former	
�    
regime.	
�     The	
�     army	
�     was	
�     a	
�     clique	
�     of	
�    
the	
�     former	
�     regime	
�     and	
�     even	
�     the	
�    
revolution	
�    was	
�    hijacked	
�    by	
�    the	
�    for-
mer	
�    regime.	
�    How	
�    can	
�    we	
�    say	
�    mercy	
�    
on	
�     the	
�     former	
�     regime?	
�    The	
�     former	
�    
regime	
�    is	
�    behind	
�    every	
�    crisis	
�    Yemen	
�    
has	
�    been	
�    undergoing.	
�    	
�    

 
You always complain about 

attacks on your center and 

mosque. Do these attacks still 

happen even after the revolu-

tion?

Of	
�     course	
�     there	
�     are	
�     still	
�     lots	
�     of	
�     at-
tacks	
�     in	
�     the	
�     name	
�     of	
�     religion	
�     and	
�    
revolution.	
�    My	
�    center	
�    has	
�    sustained	
�    
a	
�     lot	
�    of	
�    attacks.	
�    My	
�    students	
�    and	
�     I	
�    
also	
�    were	
�    exposed	
�    to	
�    attacks.	
�    

What do you think of what is 

happening in Yemen, including 

the war between the Houthis 

and tribesmen in Amran and 

Hamdan?

I	
�    understood	
�    that	
�    rebelling	
�    against	
�    
the	
�     oppressor	
�     should	
�     be	
�     accompa-
nied	
�    by	
�     the	
�    sword.	
�    The	
�    six	
�    wars	
�     in	
�    
Sa'ada	
�    shook	
�    Saleh	
�    and	
�    his	
�    regime.	
�    
So	
�     anyone	
�     torturing	
�     any	
�     group—
killing	
�     families	
�     in	
�     Amran	
�     and	
�    
Hamdan,	
�     for	
�     example—should	
�     be	
�    
confronted	
�    with	
�     the	
�     sword.	
�     I	
�    want	
�    
to	
�    stress	
�    that	
�    the	
�    Zaidism	
�    do	
�    not	
�    ac-
cept	
�    humiliation.	
�     I	
�     said	
�     this	
�     to	
�     the	
�    
former	
�    president.	
�    I	
�    told	
�    him	
�    to	
�    not	
�    
go	
�    on	
�    war	
�    in	
�    Sa'ada.
	
�     Annihilating	
�     people	
�     from	
�     earth	
�    

will	
�    not	
�    happen.	
�     I	
�     think	
�    he	
�    has	
�    re-
alized	
�     the	
�     veracity	
�     of	
�     my	
�     speech	
�    
now.	
�     In	
�     terms	
�     of	
�     war	
�     in	
�     Hamdan	
�    
and	
�    Amran,	
�    it	
�    is	
�    a	
�    matter	
�    of	
�    self	
�    de-
fense.	
�     The	
�     Houthis	
�     are	
�     defending	
�    
themselves.	
�     Look	
�     at	
�     these	
�     areas	
�     in	
�    
which	
�     the	
�    war	
�     took	
�    place.	
�    You	
�    will	
�    
see	
�    many	
�    things.	
�    

 
What will I see?

You	
�    will	
�    see	
�    secure	
�    roads.	
�    You	
�    will	
�    
see	
�    everything	
�    has	
�    changed	
�    for	
�     the	
�    
better.	
�    No	
�    one	
�    dared	
�    to	
�    go	
�    to	
�    Amran	
�    
and	
�    Hashid	
�    in	
�    the	
�    past.	
�    But	
�    now	
�    it	
�    

is	
�    safe.	
�    This	
�     is	
�    by	
�    the	
�    virtue	
�    of	
�    An-
sar	
�    Allah,	
�    the	
�    Houthis.	
�    I	
�    hope	
�    they	
�    
maintain	
�     security	
�     in	
�     the	
�     entire	
�    na-
tion	
�    and	
�    work	
�    to	
�    serve	
�    the	
�    people	
�    in	
�    
other	
�    areas.

 
Can you explain it further?

Imagine	
�     if	
�     Ansar	
�     Allah	
�     expand	
�     to	
�    
Marib.	
�     Will	
�     the	
�     electricity	
�     or	
�     oil	
�    
pipelines	
�     be	
�     attacked?	
�    Will	
�     we	
�     ex-
perience	
�     this	
�     suffering?	
�     Can	
�     you	
�    
answer?

No, answer your question.

The	
�    answer	
�    is	
�    clear.	
�    You	
�    and	
�    people	
�    
with	
�    common	
�    sense	
�    understand	
�    the	
�    
answer.	
�     Go	
�     to	
�     Sa'ada	
�     and	
�     you	
�    will	
�    
see	
�    everything	
�     is	
�    all	
�     right.	
�    You	
�    will	
�    
feel	
�    you	
�    are	
�    in	
�    a	
�    developed	
�    country,	
�    
not	
�    a	
�    developing	
�    one.	
�    This	
�    is	
�    by	
�    the	
�    
virtue	
�    of	
�    Ansar	
�    Allah.	
�    

Are Ansar Allah stronger than 

the army and are they a gov-

ernment inside the govern-

ment?

Please	
�     retract	
�    your	
�    question.	
�    What	
�    
government	
�    are	
�    you	
�    talking	
�    about?	
�    
This	
�     is	
�     a	
�     gang	
�     that	
�     joins	
�     the	
�     army	
�    
and	
�    police	
�    with	
�     the	
�    Muslim	
�    Broth-
erhood	
�     and	
�     controls	
�     the	
�     govern-
ment	
�     institutions.	
�     How	
�     can	
�     you	
�    

call	
�    it	
�    a	
�    government?	
�    We	
�    are	
�    under	
�    
threat	
�     day	
�     and	
�     night.	
�     There	
�     is	
�     no	
�    
electricity.	
�     We	
�     lack	
�     the	
�     basic	
�     ser-
vices.	
�    Where	
�     is	
�     the	
�     government?	
�     I	
�    
cannot	
�     leave	
�     my	
�     home	
�     for	
�     fear	
�     of	
�    
being	
�    killed.	
�    In	
�    spite	
�    of	
�    this,	
�    do	
�    you	
�    
still	
�    call	
�    it	
�    a	
�    government?	
�    	
�    

 
Why do you not seek protec-

tion from the government? 

The	
�     so-called	
�     government	
�     cannot	
�    
protect	
�    itself.	
�    So,	
�    as	
�    long	
�    as	
�    this	
�    gov-
ernment	
�     cannot	
�     defend	
�     itself,	
�     how	
�    	
�    
can	
�    I	
�    ask	
�    for	
�    protection?

 
Why do not you go to the judi-

ciary? 

Which	
�    judiciary	
�    are	
�    talking	
�    about?

I am talking about the Yemeni 

judiciary and courts. 

Do	
�     you	
�     think	
�     we	
�     have	
�     judiciary?	
�    
You	
�    are	
�    talking	
�    about	
�    the	
�    judiciary.	
�    
I	
�    think	
�    you	
�    have	
�    come	
�    from	
�    the	
�    Bra-
zilian	
�    jungles.	
�    Where	
�    is	
�    the	
�    judiciary	
�    
in	
�    Yemen?	
�    What	
�    is	
�    the	
�    stance	
�    of	
�    the	
�    
judiciary	
�     towards	
�     killing	
�     Abdulka-
reem	
�    Jadban,	
�     a	
�    member	
�    of	
�    Parlia-
ment	
�     affiliated	
�     with	
�     the	
�     Houthis?	
�    
And	
�     attacks	
�     on	
�     civilians?	
�     You	
�     are	
�    
talking	
�    about	
�    the	
�    judiciary,	
�    but	
�    the	
�    
judiciary	
�    does	
�    not	
�    exist.
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Al-Muhatwari	
�    to	
�    the	
�    Yemen	
�    Times:

“Nothing has changed in Yemen. The former 

regime’s head, heart and mentality still exist”

Al-Murtadha Bin Zaid Al-Muhatwari is a prominent religious Zaidi leader and 

professor at the Law College of Sana'a University. He was born in 1952 in Al-Ma-

habesha district of Hajja governorate, in the north of Yemen. He studied Arabic 

grammar and Zaidi ideology in the Grand Mosque of Sana'a. He then went on to 

establish the Badr Center in Sana’a that teaches linguistics and jurisprudence 

based on Zaidi ideology. 

Interview by Dares Al-Badani
 

Embassy of India

Sana’a

TENDER NOTICE FOR VISA OUTSOURCING

The Embassy of India in Sana’a intends to outsource its visa services and seeks 
sealed quotations/bids (only in English) from competent service providers in 
Yemen.  For the time being, visa collection/delivery centers will have to be 
opened by the successful bidding company at Sana’a, Aden, Taiz, Hodeidah, 
Mukalla and Ibb.  

The full details of the proposed outsourcing requirements are contained in the 
two documents: 
 (i) Invitation for Bids; and
 (ii) Request for Proposal 

This can be collected from the Embassy of India, Sana’a (Near Y. Company, Off  
Hadda, Sana’a), Tel: 433631 & 433632; Fax: 433630 &  E-mail:hoc@eoisanaa.
org between 11.00 – 12.00 hrs. on any working day (Sunday to Thursday).  
These	
�    two	
�    documents	
�    could	
�    be	
�    sent	
�    by	
�    e-mail	
�    upon	
�    request	
�     to	
�    bidding	
�    firms	
�    
only from cities other than Sana’a.  

The sealed tenders, containing Technical and Financial Bids in two 

separate envelopes, should be sent to or submitted in the Embassy on or 

before Thursday, 10 July 2014 by 1000 hrs. 

The tender will be opened at the Embassy premises at 1100 hrs. on same 

day i.e. Thursday, 10 July, 2014 where a representative of each bidding 
company	
�    can	
�    be	
�    present.	
�    	
�    Factors	
�    like	
�    the	
�    reputation	
�    of	
�    the	
�    bidding	
�    firms,	
�    their	
�    
prior	
�    experience	
�     in	
�    the	
�    field	
�    so	
�    far,	
�     the	
�    facilities	
�    that	
�     they	
�     intend	
�    to	
�    provide	
�    at	
�    
the collection/delivery centers, service charges quoted by them etc. will be 
the	
�    key,	
�    in	
�    deciding	
�    the	
�    bidder,	
�    to	
�    whom	
�    the	
�    outsourcing	
�    contract	
�    will	
�    be	
�    finally	
�    
awarded.



Barbara Slavin
atlanticcouncil.org
First published May 22 

 

Libya’s future looked 
promising after its dic-
tator was overthrown 
nearly three-years-ago. 

 But its recent history 
has been chaotic: a succession of 
weak prime ministers at the mercy 
of militias more loyal to regions, 
ideologies and individuals rather 
than to a central government in 
Tripoli.  

In recent days, however, a new 
would-be savior—General Khalifa 
Hifter—has been gathering sup-
port from secular forces and—it 
appears—the governments of 
Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

On Wednesday, the United States 
ambassador to Libya, Deborah 
Jones, appeared to endorse Hifter, 
a defector from Moammar 
Gadhafi’s army who spent 20 years 
in northern Virginia. 

“I am not going to come out and 
condemn blanketly what he did,” 
she told an audience at the Stimson 
Center in Washington. 

Hifter’s forces, who have battled 
militant Islamists in eastern Libya 
as well as storming the parliament 
in Tripoli last weekend, are “going 
after very specific groups … on our 
list of terrorists,” she said. 

Among the targets is Ansar 
Al-Sharia, a group recently put on 
the U.S. State Department’s terror-
ist list that is believed responsible 
for the attack on the U.S. consulate 
in Benghazi in 2012 that killed 
Ambassador Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans. 

But Hifter is also going after 
more moderate Islamists who 
dominate Libya’s weak parliament, 
the General National Congress. 

After its building was ransacked 
on Sunday, and attacked in anoth-
er location when it tried to meet 
on Tuesday, the congress has now 
agreed to dissolve and allow elec-
tions for a new body at the end of 
next month.  

Hifter’s anti-Islamic agenda fits 
with the views of Egypt’s military-
run government which is about to 
anoint former army chief Abdel 
Fattah el-Sissi as president in 
barely contested elections next 
week. 

The UAE has also embraced a 
harsh crackdown on the Muslim 
Brotherhood.  

Jones, asked if these two coun-
tries were behind Hifter, said “I 
have nothing for you on that” but 
added that Libyan exiles in Egypt 
and the UAE “have expressed sup-
port” for Hifter. 

The general, she added, has 
“already produced one thing many 
Libyans wanted”—a date certain 
for elections for a new parliament.   

When the revolution against 
Gadhafi began in 2011, it put 
together an impressive group of 
exiles, the National Transitional 
Council, which attracted support 
from the Arab League, NATO and 
eventually the UN Security Council 
to establish a no-fly zone protect-
ing Libyans from Gadhafi’s forces. 

But after Gadhafi was defeated 
and assassinated by the rebels, the 
new government in Tripoli 
embraced what a recent Atlantic 
Council report calls a policy of 
“appeasement,” that entailed pay-
offs to local militias rather than 
attempting to knit them together 
into a coherent national army. 

The result has been a kaleido-
scope of militant groups; some 
quarter million armed men are on 
the government payroll. 

Libya’s cities and regions, never 

that well integrated, have gone off 
on their own tangents, with 
Islamists dominating in the east 
and more secular forces in the 
west. In the middle of the 
Mediterranean coast, the city of 
Misrata has its own administra-
tion and security forces. It has so 
far stayed out of Hifter’s offensive, 
according to Karim Mezran, a 
North Africa expert at the Atlantic 
Council. 

The country has been in such 
disarray that the head of a force 
created to provide security for 
Libya’s oil exports seized oil ports 
and tried in March to export oil on 
a North Korean-flagged tanker. 

U.S. Navy Seals forced the tank-
er back to Libya and a new UN 
Security Council resolution gives 
the U.S. and other naval powers 
authority to block any further 
attempts at stealing Libya’s key 
source of revenue.  

But oil exports, which had 
exceeded 1.5 million barrels a day 
before the revolution, now amount 
to barely 250,000 barrels a day. 

Foreign companies that had seen 
post-Gadhafi Libya as a potential 
bonanza for investment—given the 
country’s large hard currency 
reserves, oil wealth and unspoiled 
beaches—are steering clear until 
some semblance of order can be 
restored. 

Is Hifter the one to accomplish 
this? 

Mezran calls Hifter—who helped 
Gadhafi seize power in 1969 but 
then took part in a disastrous war 
in Chad in the 1980s—“an ambigu-
ous character.” 

Hifter may have developed ties 
with the CIA a decade later when 
he plotted against Gadhafi from a 
comfortable exile in Virginia. 

Unlike Algeria, which went 
through a revolution against 

France in the 1960s, “there is no 
Boumediene” in Libya, Mezran 
said, referring to Houari 
Boumediene, the leader of the 
Algerian revolution. 

Libya’s fragmentation, Mezran 
said, “has prevented one figure 
from emerging.” 

U.S. ambassador Jones said her 
impression from talking to Libyans 
since Hifter’s latest offensive began 
is that many support Hifter’s 
actions but there is “less [support] 
for him as an individual. 

The jury is still out because it’s 
not clear what the agenda behind 
this is.” 

Hifter’s appearance on television 
on Wednesday in military uni-

form surrounded by other uni-
formed men suggested that he has 
in mind a larger role for himself. 

He said he had asked Libyan 
judicial authorities to form a presi-
dential council to rule until parlia-
mentary elections scheduled for 
June 25.   

Although he insisted that the 
new council would be “civilian” in 
nature, Libyans—and those out-
side who care about the fate of the 
country—have reason to be skepti-
cal. 

Given recent trends in the 
region, it is entirely possible that 
Hifter will try to follow Sisi’s 
example. 

However, as Jones pointed out 

on Wednesday, Sisi has a powerful 
national army behind him – some-
thing Libya is unlikely to acquire 
for many years to come.

Barbara Slavin is a senior fellow 
at the Atlantic Council’s South Asia 
Center and a correspondent for 
Al-Monitor.com, a website special-
izing in the Middle East. She is the 
author of a 2007 book, Bitter 
Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the 
US and the Twisted Path to 
Confrontation, and is a regular 
commentator on U.S. foreign poli-
cy and Iran on NPR, PBS, C-SPAN 
and the Voice of America.

Republished with permission from 
the Atlantic Council 
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Can Anyone Save Libya?

Libyan Gen. Khalifa Hifter addresses a press conference in Benghazi, Libya, on May 17, 2014.
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Sana’a’s Maqashim 
Story and photos by 
Ez Al-Deen Al-Zain

The Old City of Sana'a is a listed world heri-
tage site and home to thousands of centu-
ries-old buildings—many of them several 
stories high—built in distinctive traditional 
styles. 

The architectural integrity of the Old City is impres-
sive, and according to UNESCO there are 103 mosques 
and over 6,000 houses dating back to the middle ages. 

A unique feature of the Old City is its Maqashim (sin-
gular Miqshama), the green open spaces of land subdi-

vided into plots for growing crops.
Mahdi Asba, 80, a resident in the Old City, said that 

water for the Maqashim traditionally comes from wells 
or Mosque fountains. 

Some residents grow vegetables and herbs, including 
arugula, radishes, coriander, peppermint, and parsley, 
to consume and sell. 

“These green spaces are not owned by particular indi-
viduals. The spaces are considered part of the mosques,” 
Asba said.

These days, many of these spaces are not as green as 
they used to be. The majority of them have gone dry due 
to a lack of water and residents' neglect. 

Yahia Al-Kads is responsible for providing water to 
the Old City's mosques. He said the green spaces have 
dried up because some underground water supplies 
have run dry.

“Most of the artesian aquifers depleted. This has to 
do with the fact that the Saila (a drainage system that 
doubles as a road) has been paved and this has blocked 
the rainwater from reaching the aquifer,” he said.

These artesian aquifers depend on the rainwater and 
ground water, Al-Kads said, indicating that there is still 
one main aquifer located close to one Miqshama, called 
Al-Amri, which is greener in comparison with other 
Maqashim in the Old City.

Al-Amri Miqshama still has a green spot. Formerly, it used 
to be called Qubt Al-Mahdi. Al-Qads said the Maqashim are 
named after the mosques and neighborhoods.

The workers of a well distribute water to houses and mosques including the Grand Mosque in the Old City.

Al-Qads said the bulk of the Maqashim are too dry due to 
water scarcity.
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Surrounded by buildings, Al-Qasimi Miqshama is 
located in the old city. Along with his sons, Al-
Qasimi takes a great deal of care tending their 
Miqshama. They try to keep it green even when 
other Maqashim are dry.

The water canal of 
Al-Amri Maqshama is 
clogged with dirt and 
litter.

Asba started working 
in his Miqshama 69 

years ago. He is still 
working to make ends 

meet.

Asba collects his crops and sells them for YR5,000 ($23) per week. Many Maqashim have turned into dumping grounds.  
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B.A in English, Diploma in  4
teaching methods, Aichi 
university of Education, Japan. 
Experience in English instruction, 
freelance translation, office 
management, correspondence, 
consierge and telephone operator 
services, looking for a part-time 
job in Sana’a. 736051605
Bachelor English - Diploma  4
computer - experience in trade 

correspondence for 2years. seak 
for a job in part time (morning). 
733778849 
M.A. in English, five years  4
experience in English-Arabic 
translation, business 
correspondence. Looking for a 
part-time job in Sana’a. 
771002635
English-speaking teacher of  4
physics, chemistry and math 
seeks work at a school. 
735694439

Electricity problems  177, Emergency 
Police 199, Fire Brigade 191,Water 
Problems 171,  Telephone enquires 118, 
Accident (Traffic) 194, Foreign Affairs,  
202544/7, Interior Affairs 252701/7, 
Immigration 250761/3, Inter-City Bus Co. 
262111/3, Ministry of Communication 
325110/1/2/3, Radio Station  282061, 
Tourism 254032, TV Station 332001/2,  
Red Crescent   203131/3,  Tel-Yemen 
7522202, Y.net 7522227

AIRLINES

Continental Airline  278668/283082 
Egypt Air                273452/275061
Gulf Air 440922
Qatar Air ways  Fax: 506038, 
Tel.506030/5
Royal Jordanian 01 446064/5/8
Etihad Airways 01-442725
Fly Dubai 01-446750
Turkish Airlines 01-445970-3

BANKS

Yemen Gulf Bank Tel. 967-1-260823 
 Fax:260824 

 02 - 270347
 fax 02 - 237824

  Shamil Bank of Yemen & Bahrain
   Tel. 264775,  264702

 Fax. 264703, 503350
 
Central Bank 274314/1
Yemen Commercial  Bank Tel:  01 
277224        

 Fax: 277291 
International Bank of Yemen 01 407030
Arab Bank 01 276585/2
CAC Bank 01 563813  
Al-Amal Bank 01-449731
Qatar International Bank 01-517544
Yemeni Bank for Reconstruction
and Development 01-271601
Saba'a Islamic Bank 01-286506
Calyon Bank 01-274371
United Bank Limited 01-407540
CAC Islamic Bank 01-538901
Yemen and Kuwait Bank
for Trade and Investment 01-209451
        

CAR RENTALS

Budget Tel: 01 309618 / 506372
 Fax: 01240958
Europe Car Tel: 01 270751
 Fax: 01 270804
Hertz Sana'a: 01 440309
 Aden: 02 245625

CAR SHOWROOMS 
& SPARE PARTS

FORD/HYUNDAI 267791
MERCEDES-BENZ 01 - 330080
NISSAN  Hodeidah: 200150/49
 Sana’a: 400269 
OPEL / GM 203075
SUZUKI 02 - 346000
TOYOTA 445362/3

COMPUTER EDUCATION 
AND INSTITUTES

 
Computer Education Aden: 02-237199
Infinit Education 01-444553
NIIT Quality Computer Education 
207025/26                    
British Institute for languages & 
Computer 
  266222 - Fax: 514755
YALI 01-448039
ALTI 01-274221
Exceed 01-537871
MALI 01-441036

Horizon  01-448573

COURIERS

Sana’a  01 440 170 Aden 02 245 626
Hodiadh  03 226 975 Taiz   04 205 780
DHL   01 441096/7/8

FREIGHT FORWARDERS

Al-Nada Center for General Services 
 Tel: 967 1 431339
 Fax: 431340
  alnada2@yemen.net.ye
M&M Logistics & Aviation Services
  01 531221/531231
Al-Nasim Cargo Forwarders 407905
World Link  01 444550/441935
YEMPAC Cargo 01-447126
Mas Fright International 01-429671
Mareb Travel and Tourism - Cargo 
Division 
 01-441126
Sas Cargo Services 01-472192/3
World Shipping 01 260746 / 267929
Universal Cargo 01-447299

HOSPITALS

Modern German Hospital 600000/602008
E-mail:felixpene@hotmail.com Fax. 
601889
Al-Jumhury Hospital 01 274286/87
Hadda Hospital 01 412981  
Al-Thawra Hospital 01 246967/66
Al-Junaid Hospital 01-424765
Al-Ahli Modern Hospital 01-444936
Science and Technology Hospital 
01-500000
Al-Kuwait Hospital 01-283283
Sadui-German Hospital 01-313333
Azal Hospital 01-200000

HOTELS

Royal Crown Hotel & Suites 
01406661 406681

L'AZURDE suites hotel 01-432020/30/40

Versailles Hotel 01-425970/1/2
Sheraton Hotel 01 237500
Movenpick Hotel  01 546666
 Fax: 01 546000
Sheba Hotel 01 272372
Relax-Inn Hotel 01 449871
Gulf Tourist Hotel and Suits 01-630494
Mercure Hotel 01-212544
Shammar Hotel 01-418546
Universal Hotels 01-440305/7-14
Shahran Hotel 01-418320

INSURANCE COMPANIES
 
UNITED INSURANCE Tel: 01/555 555
 Free Number: 800 55 55
Al-Watania Insurance  (Y.S.C.) 
Sana’a   272713/874 Aden: 243490-
242476
Taiz  250029 Hodeidah: 219941/4/6

Marib Insurance Sana’a: 206129/8/13
 Aden: 255668                                     
 Taiz:240927/34
 Hodeidah: 219545/8

Yemen Islamic Insurance Co.
 Sana’a  284193, 5 lines
 Taiz: 258881, Aden: 244280

Yemen Insurance company
 Sana’a: 272806/  272962/43,
 Aden: 247617, Taiz: 250345,
 Mukalla: 304292, Hodeidah: 261839/17
Aman Insurance     01-214093
Yemeni Qatari Insurance 01-448340/1/2
  Fax: 448339

RESTAURANTS
 
Al-Shaibani Restaurants Super Deluxe
 Tel: 01 505290  
 01 266375             
 Fax:01 267619

SCHOOLS

Rainbow Pre-School Tel: 414026 / 
424433

Juniors’ Oasis kindergarten 
 Telfax :01- 440840 - Mobile734522225
Sana’a International School Tel: 01 
370191/2 
                                               Fax  
370193
International Turkish Schools
 01-419330-1, 737999199, Taiz 205593                  
Al-Majd Yemen School Tel: 206159
Manarat Schools 01-410011

SUPERMARKETS
 
Al-Jandul Supermarket.  01-422610
Happy Land supermarket 01-444424

TRANSLATIONS

Urwa Wautqa Int. Auth. Trans.  Arabic-
English-French -German-Russian-Italian- 
Spanish-Polish-Dutch- Iranian-Turkish-
Eriterea-Amharic.                                   
Tel: 01-240515

TRAVEL

Sky Travel & Tourism  01-535080/83                                                                             
 02-221270
Falcon Holidays 444118
Falcon Business Center 446250 
Al-Nasim Travel 270750
Universal Business Travel Center 
441158/9/60
Qadas Fly 01-280777
Yemen Travel Agencies 01-272895/6
           

UNIVERSITIES

American World University, Rep.
by IS academy Tel. 01 - 535700 - 
 733061203 Fax: 535702
University of Applied and Social Science
 Sana’a:412442 Fax: 412441, 
 Aden: 234533 / 234960
Queen  rwa University    Tel: 449971/2
Sana’a University Tel: 250553/4/5
Alandalus University Tel: 675567
 Fax: 675885

MINISTRIES

Presidency 01-290200
Prime Minister 01-490 800
Ministry of Public Works and Highways
 01-545132
Ministry of Awqaf and Guidance 
01-274439
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research 01-535031
Ministry of Fisheries 01-268583
Ministry of Culture 01-274640
Ministry of Civil Service and Insurance 
 01-294579
Ministry of Defence  01-276404
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation        
 01-282963
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
 01-262809
Ministry of Legal Affairs 01-402213
Ministry of Public Health and Population 
 01-252211
Ministry of Youth and Sports 01-472913
Ministry of Industry and Trade 01-235462
Ministry of Justice 01-236512
Ministry of Tourism 01-220050
Ministry of Expatriates 01-402254
Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals 
 01-202309
Ministry of Internal Affairs 01-289577
Ministry of Transport 01-260900
Ministry of Human Rights 01-444831
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology 01-331460
Ministry of Local Administration 
01-227242
Ministry of Information 01-274008
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation 01-250101
Ministry of Education 01-252732
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 01-537914
Ministry of the Interior 01-332701
Ministry of Finance 01-260365
Ministry of Transportation 01-2022257
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 01-418289
Ministry of Electricity 01-326196

همةأرقــام
م

To have your number listed please 
contact: 268661 - Fax: 268276

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER
WEEKLY LCL SERVICES FROM INDIA/CHINA/ EUROPE /JEBEL ALI 
TO HODEIDAH AND ADEN PORTS ON VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

OUR SERVICES: AIR/SEA FREIGHT IMPORT/EXPORT , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, LAND TRANSPORTATION, INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO 
DOOR SERVICES, PACKING & WAREHOUSING, PROJECT CARGO 
HANDLING, DOCUMENTATION, PROCESSING OF EXEMPTION/
EXCLUSIVE IMPORT PERMITS, HANDLING OF CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT. 

Tel:00967-1-450238/239 Fax: 00967-1-450894  
Aden: 00967-2-221994 Fax: 00967-2-221995
EMAIL: SALES@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
             INFO@FSTARLOGISTICS.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.FSTARLOGISTICS.COM

FIVE STAR LOGISTICS CO LTD

Coupon for free classified ads
(All personal ads are free of charge)

❒	 For Sale       ❒	 Job vacancies
❒	 Buying        ❒	 Job seekers 
❒	 Housing available  ❒	 	 Other
❒	 Housing wanted   

Details: 

Contact Address:
 

 Please cut this coupon and send it to
Yemen Times

Fax: 268276 or P.O. Box 2579 - Sana’a 
For more info. call 268661/2/3

     Open For
     Registration

Yemen Modern International School 
announces student’s registration

starts from (1/06/2014).
Interviews for teaching postions also starting 

from (29/05/2014).

For more information call:
 Haddah, Faj Attan, behind SAFER
 Tel: 01426051
 Fax: 01 426053
 Mobile: 770060661
 ymisschool@yahoo.com
 www.ymischool.com

 Sudoku Easy Intermediate Difficult

Sudoku

Chess: Ne6+

 Solutions

White plays and wins in the 3rd move

Coffee Break

 Chess



Story by Ali Abulohoom

Photos by Zakarya Dahman 

Abdulaziz Al-Bahri, a 
15-year-old student, was 
asked what prompted 
him to build a model 
out of mud and cork 

of the hospital attacked during the 
Ministry of Defense assault by Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula in 
December 2013. He replied saying 
that he “wanted to show that sup-

porting Yemen with weapons has 
dire consequences. Instead support 
should be aimed at development 
projects	
�    to	
�    fight	
�    hunger.”

Al-Bahri’s model was part of an 
annual educational exhibition in 
Bani Al-Harith district that took 
place earlier this month from May 
1 to May 5 at Omar Bin Abdulaziz 
school. Every year a school in the 
district is selected by a board of 
headmasters to host the exhibition, 
which is now in its tenth consecu-

tive year. 
This year’s exhibition included a 

variety of activities including edu-
cational games, class performances, 
and handicraft and clothes-making.

The exhibition attracted people 
from different parts of Sana’a gov-
ernorate. Yahia Farhan, 55, from Al-
Hasaba district, brings his two kids 
to the exhibition every year. “I wait 
for this exhibition every year. It’s 
impressive and shows how talented 
Yemeni	
�    students	
�    are,”	
�    Farhan	
�    said.

Abduallah Al-Rauni, the Educa-
tion Department manager for Bani 
Al-Harith district, was impressed 
by the students performances at 
the exhibition. He explains that 
creative educational methods such 
as	
�     dancing,	
�     singing	
�     and	
�     fine	
�     art	
�     is	
�    
an effective way to exchange ideas 
and experiences between students 
and teachers from different schools. 
The exhibition celebrates the talents 
of students and is a break from the 
routine that students get used to 
during the school year. 

Ali Al-Shagdari, the headmaster 
of Omar Bin Abdulaziz school, also 
states that school can at times feel 

like a prison for 
students. He said 
that the “exhibi-
tion grants stu-
dents a free space 
to show their tal-
ents... instead of 
putting them in 
a class fenced by 
four	
�    sealed	
�    walls.”	
�    
It was through 
the exhibition 
that he noticed 
some of the most 
talented students 
at his school. 

An important 
aspect of the exhibition is its focus 
on alternative methods of learning 
that enriches the educational expe-
rience for students. Nora Al-Joohi, 
a teacher from Al-Dailami school 
has experimented with use of art in 
her classroom. Her students were 
tasked with making models of Mec-
ca and Mount Arafat to show how 
Muslims do Omrah and Haj ritu-
als. She feels that through creative 
methods of learning “ideas are more 
easily	
�    understood.”	
�    

Several talented students stood 
out at this years exhibition. Majed 
Al-Madori, a 12-year-old student 
from Sad Al-Ashwal school, created 
an early alarm device to warn people 
of rain. When water touches his de-
vice, electronic waves are emitted, 
triggering an alarm.

Al-Rauni was impressed by the 
students’ work. He said, “being in 
charge of the educational process in 
Bani Al-Harith, I wish I could show 
all Yemeni people the talented stu-
dents we have and how our country 
will be okay as long as we have such 
smart students.
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Yemen’s first and  most widely-read 
English-language newspaper

ABO MISKA ENTERPRISE
F o r  T r a d i n g  &  C o n t r a c t i n g

Clear vision and target

Tel: 01 234405, 01 230244, Fax: 01 234408

Email: hisham@abomiska.com

Keep project on track•	
�    

Value delivery in every •	
�    

phase

Deadlines	
�    are	
�    fixed	
�    values•	
�    

Safety for the investment •	
�    

and our people

experience with proven •	
�    

track record

Road construction•	
�    

Infrastructure and aviation•	
�    

Water and oil drilling •	
�    

Our vision to extend our 

business activities both, 

horizontal and vertical 

has	
�    been	
�    reflected	
�    by	
�    our	
�    

continuous growth over 

the last decades and we 

take a strong approach 

to offer our partnership 

to	
�    local	
�    and	
�    foreign	
�    firms	
�    

to complement our own 

skills.

CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS
GROUP   S.A.L   OFFSHORE (CCC)

C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  M E C H A N I C A L  
A N D  H E AV Y  C I V I L  P R O J E C T S  

Petrochemical plants, refineries.

Heavy, light industrial plants.
Power and desalination plants.
Fuel and water storage tanks.
Oil fields ancillary installations.

Air purification for industry

Marine docks, harbours, deep sea
berths & refinery terminals.

Offshore structures and underwater works.

Pipelines construction and maintenance.
Prefabricated accommodation & office facilities.

Sewage treatment plants & collection networks.
Airports, roads, highways, bridges & fly-overs.

High quality buildings & sports complexes.
Water treatment plants, reservoirs & distribution
systems.

Sanaa 
Tel: (967-1) 441638 

Fax: (967-1) 441630 

E-Mail: ccc@cccyemen.com 

Aden 
Tel: (967-2) 377328 

Fax: (967-2) 377716 

E-Mail: cccaden@y.net.ye 

Bani Al-Harith district embraces annual student 

educational exhibition




