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50 camels set off for tomb
of Prophet Hud

B Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, June 4—A caravan of
50 camels departed Tareem city
of Hadramout governorate on
Wednesday morning for a five-day
trek to the tomb of Prophet Hud,
located east of Wadi Hadramout
and 80 kilometers from Tareem.

Prophet Hud was born in what
is today southern Yemen and is
mentioned by name in the Quran.
Many Hadhramis (residents of
Hadramout) and Sufi Muslims
make the yearly pilgrimage to the
site of his tomb.

This has been a religious tra-
dition for hundreds of years. It
is organized by the residents of
Tareem and takes place annually
according to the Hijri (Muslim)
calendar.

Ahmed Al-Rebaki, the media
officer for the trip, told the Ye-
men Times that they will visit sev-
eral villages and historical sites in
Wadi Hadramout.

The trip also features one of
the oldest and largest camel races
in the Arabian Peninsula, which
takes place after the pilgrims
visit the tomb. Tens of thousands
of spectators from around Had-
ramout are expected to attend.

The race takes place in the
streets and has become an im-
portant part of the city’s cultural
heritage.

www.ahmedyahya.com

Strike halts

printing of five

Aden-based newspapers

Protesters’ demands include pay rises, permanent positions for cotract workers, and the dismissal of the chairman of the company’s board

Bl Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, June 4—Five daily
newspapers in Aden suspended
printing on Wednesday following
a strike by employees of the state-
run October 14 Establishment for
Printing, Press and Publication
that began Tuesday.

The printing press is used by all
Aden-based newspapers as it is the
only industrial press in the city.

The striking employees are call-
ing for, among other things, a sal-
ary increase and the resignation
of the chairman of the board of di-
rectors, Mohammed Ali Sa’d, who
they accuse of corruption.

Publishing stopped for the Octo-
ber 14 newspaper along with four
private  newspapers—Al-Omna,
Aden, Al-Ghd and Al-Tareek.

“Reporters and workers gath-
ered on Wednesday in front of the
gate of the October 14 newspaper.
They held posters condemning the
corruption of the chairman,” said
Abdulrahman Anees, a local jour-
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nalist in Aden.

Anees quoted one of the protest-
ers as saying, “our protest is going
on until our demands are fulfilled,
including the removal of Sa’d, the
chief editor.”

A statement by workers on June
1included demands for permanent
positions for contracted workers,
greater transparency in the issu-
ing of contracts, and comprehen-
sive health insurance for workers.
Protests began two days later.

Ayman Essam, the spokesper-
son for the October 14 newspaper
employees, alleged that Sa’d was
found guilty of corruption in 2009
and was dismissed from his post.

In November 2013 Sa’d was re-
instated by President Hadi.

The October 14 newspaper man-
agement did not respond to the ac-
cusations and demands of the pro-
testers. Despite repeated attempts
to reach Sa’d throughout the day
of June 4 he had not responded to
calls by the time the paper was go-
ing to print.
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Air force bombs
targets in Amran

H Nasser Al-Sakkaf

SANA’A, June 4—Military aircraft
attacked Houthi targets in Amran on
Monday following what the Interior
Ministry claims was a Houthi at-
tack on the Central Prison in Amran
city earlier that day in which an un-
known number of inmates escaped.

The Interior Ministry's website
said 17 inmates who fled the prison
were captured—14 of them in Am-
ran city and three in Bajel district
of Hodeida governorate. Houthi
rebels, however, have denied the al-
leged assault on the prison.

Antar Al-Dyfani, the head of the
Teachers Union in Amran and a lo-
cal resident who says his house was
destroyed by the Houthis on May
22, said warplanes attacked Houthi
positions in the vicinity of the Cen-
tral Prison in Amran. “The military
forces took control of Al-Sulata
checkpoint near the Central Prison.
The Houthis controlled this check-
point on Monday, prior to breaking
into the prison,” said Al-Dyfani.

Mohammed Nabhan, a security
officer for various relief organiza-
tions in Amran, said “the people who
stormed the Central Prison were in
Special Security Forces’ uniforms
and we can’t accuse them of af-
filiation with any party.” Moammed
Al-Bukhaiti, a member of the politi-
cal office of the Houthis, said that
the rebels were not involved in the

prison break, which he blamed on
the government. He said that secu-
rity forces staged the event so they
could use it as a pretext to escalate
military involvement.

In a speech delivered late Tuesday
on Al-Maseera TV channel, which
is widely seen as supportive of the
rebels, Houthi leader Abdulmalik
Al-Houthi said that his fighters are
battling Islah Party gunmen, Al-
Qaeda and troops of the 310th Ar-
mored Brigade.

However, Adnan Al-Odaini, dep-
uty head of Islah’s media depart-
ment, said the party has nothing to
do with the ongoing clashes in Am-
ran.

The Defense Ministry website
reported on Tuesday "an immedi-
ate ceasefire agreement"” that it said
would begin Wednesday at noon.

The agreement stipulated that
warring parties must refrain from
sending new fighters to the area and
that military observers would be de-
ployed to supervise the implemen-
tation of the ceasefire.

Nabhan said that "confrontations
stopped Wednesday afternoon, but
this does not mean the fighting is
over." Government forces have been
at war with the Houthis on and off
since 2004. Saudi Arabia partici-
pated in the war in late 2009, while
Iran and the United States have also
been implicated indirectly in the
conflict.
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Yemen highway project receives $133
million from World Bank
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The Sa'ada-Aden highway project will link eight governorates and serve directly and indirectly around
15 million people, according to the Ministry of Public Works and Highways.

H Ali Saeed

SANA’A, June 4—The World Bank
announced on Monday a $133.54
million grant to support the Gov-
ernment of Yemen’s planned high-
way that would run from Sa'ada
governorate in the north to the port
city of Aden in the south, according
to the bank's website.

The grant will partially finance
the construction of the first of the
three phase construction project
that is due to start this month. The
first phase will entail 140km of

road linking the port city of Aden
with Taiz and will be partly funded
by the Saudi Development Fund.
The completed project will stretch
for 710km.

“This is more than just a road
project, it will make a significant
contribution to future stability and
growth,” the WB website quoted
the bank's President Jim Yong Kim
as saying.

This first phase "will connect
two areas of the former South and
North Yemen, bridging one of the
country’s main political fault lines,”

read the website.

By February, Yemen was able to
secure $500 million for the project,
which is expected to cost a total of
around $2 billion, according to the
project manager at the Ministry of
Public Works, Abduljabar Saeed.

A team of World Bank and Min-
istry of Public Works officials will
conduct technical studies for the
other two phases and will seek
funding from donors for the com-
pletion of the entire Sa'ada to Aden
corridor.

Activists condemn government
inaction in case of child hostage

H Sina Khalid

SANA’A, June 4—Dozens of hu-
man rights activists on Tuesday
morning staged a protest in front
of the government compound in
Hadramout to condemn the ongo-
ing captivity of Salem Saleh Al-
Batati, a 12-year-old child who was
kidnapped over two months ago.

The protesters accused state au-
thorities of inaction.

Mohammed Al-Sharafi, head
of the media committee in sup-
port of Al-Batati, said the captors
demand that the hostage’s uncle
give them four kilograms of gold
in compensation after a commer-
cial disagreement between the
captors and the uncle, according

to Al-Sharafi.

The abducted child is thought
to be held in Al-Masabeen tribal
territory in Shabwa governorate.

“The child contacted his fam-
ily one day after the abduction in
March. The captors informed us
that they have the child and are
ready to release him if there de-
mand is met,” added Al-Sharafi.

Sheikh Salem Hussein Al-Sa’adi,
a leading figure of the Yafe tribe in
Hadramout, to which the child be-
longs, told the Yemen Times that
this is the second abduction of a
child from the tribe in two years.

“We informed the local authori-
ty and contacted sheikhs and com-
munity leaders to intervene and
resolve the issue either by law or

tribal arbitration, but we haven’t
reached an agreement yet,” he
added.

Mujahid Al-Hariri, an official
at the Hadramout Security Ad-
ministration, said that authorities
have no information yet as to the
whereabouts of the hostage.

After the kidnapping the Yafe
tribe established roadblocks in
the governorate for one week. Al-
Sa’adi said they are now exploring
other means of freeing the child.

According to an April 2014 re-
port by Seyaj Organization for
Childhood Protection, out of 150
kidnappings that took place over
the course of the previous year,
124 of them were child kidnap-

pings.

Military shells Al-Dhale

H Ali lbrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A, June 3—Nine people,
including five from one family,
were injured late Monday in shell-
ing by forces of the 33rd Armored
Brigade in Al-Dhale governorate,
south Yemen, according to local
sources.

Waleed Al-Khateeb, the media
officer of the Al-Dhale Coordina-
tion Council—abody established to
maintain stability in the governor-
ate—said that forces of the brigade
on Monday and Tuesday morning
shelled Al-Jalela, Al-Ribat, Al-
Kibar and Al-Sumait villages.

“Five people belonging to one
family, including a 65-year-old
woman and two-year-old child,
were wounded, in addition to two
people from Al-Sumait area and
two from Al-Jalela,” he added.

Al-Khateeb said that clashes
erupted after Brigadier Abdul-

lah Dhaba’an, failed to evacuate
his troops from local checkpoints
as per an agreement brokered
by a presidential committee two
months ago.

The presidential committee,
headed by General Ali Nasser
Lakhsha, deputy interior minister,
was appointed to resolve the con-
flict in Al-Dhale in early March. A
two-month truce was reached, ac-
cording to which armed tribesmen
and the military would withdraw
from Al-Dhale City. It was also
agreed that those who lost rela-
tives or whose property was de-
stroyed would be compensated.

The Yemen Times was unable
to reach the 33rd Armored Bri-
gade command despite repeated
efforts, but a soldier from the bri-
gade, Mohammed Yahia Ibrahim,
said “the shelling came after the
assassination attempt [referring
to an attack on Dhaba’an’s convoy]

and the spread of Southern Move-
ment (Hirak) armed men in many
areas.”

Dhaba’an’s convoy came under
fire on Monday but there are con-
flicting accounts of the incident.
The military has claimed it was
an assassination attempt, but lo-
cal sources reported that the at-
tack was a mistake in response to
celebratory fire by soldiers in the
area.

Since late December, Al-Dhale
has witnessed sporadic clashes af-
ter the army shelled a funeral tent
killing 15 civilians. The army later
admitted that the shelling was an
accident. The Yemeni government
is accusing the Southern Move-
ment of attacking military check-
points in the area with the inten-
tion of sowing instability in the
country. The Southern Movement
was established in 2007 to push
for southern secession.

Interior Ministry warns against gat in

China

Bl Madiha Al-Junaid

SANA'A, June 4—The Interior
Ministry warned Yemeni citizens
on Monday against possessing or
chewing qat within China after the
substance was banned by the Chi-
nese government.

Mohammed Hizam, deputy head
of the Public Relations department
at the Interior Ministry said the
Chinese government considers qat
to be an illegal narcotic.”

Hizam says that China's deci-
sion to categorize gat as a narcotic
drug came after the Chinese police
arrested a group of Yemenis who
also happened to be in posses-
sion of qat. He said that there is
an assumption that gat is linked to
criminal activities.

Qat is widely grown and legally
marketed in Yemen and the Horn
of Africa and has been used around
the globe by diaspora communi-
ties. However, the US and most
countries in Europe have already
banned the substance and the UK
is also in the process of outlawing
it.

Opinion regarding the effects of
qat is divided. According to a re-
port produced by the World Health
Organization (WHO), the “con-
sumption of gat is not without psy-
chological repercussions.” Among
other potential side-effects of qat

Cancer patient support campaign kicks off nationwide

Bl Ali Ibrahim Al-Moshki

SANA’A June 4—The state-run
National Cancer Control Founda-
tion in Sana’a on Monday launched
a two-month national campaign
under the slogan “Don’t forget me,
I'm suffering,” to mobilize the pub-
lic in support of cancer patients.

Abdulwase Hayel Saeed Anam,
chairman of the foundations’ board
of directors, said the state, busi-
nessmen, and various other stake-
holders should work together to al-
leviate the plight of cancer patients
in Yemen.

The foundation’s director, Dr.
Labib Al-Aghbari, said “according
to the World Health Organization,
22,000 people are diagnosed with
cancer everyyear [in Yemen].” How-
ever, he added that cancer statistics
in Yemen are often highly dubious.
“We are attempting to conduct a
survey to verify these statistics...
however, we still lack the necessary
resources.”

The campaign plans to raise ad-
ditional funds by placing charity
boxes on sidewalks and shopping
centers. Awareness messages will
be broadcast via the media as well
as on billboards in streets around
the country, Al-Aghbari said.

Cancer awareness messages are being put up across the country.
Photo by Ezzadin Al-Zain

“The campaign aims to collect a
large amount of money from dona-
tions to finalize the Cancer Hospi-
tal in Aden governorate, expand
the cancer treatment centers in five
governorates including Aden, and
provide costly medicine for cancer
treatment,” he added.

The cost of medicine is exorbi-
tant—a single session that entails
chemotherapy costs up to $1,400
(YR300,000), and patients require
a session every 21 days, according
to Al-Aghbari. Often patients will
go through 15 to 20 sessions, he
said.

Al-Aghbari added that the gov-

ernment covers the cost of some
medicines but it does not cover ev-
erything.

Nabihah Mahboub, a patient in
her thirties who lives in Sana’a and
suffers from breast cancer, said she
has been struggling with cancer
for one year and her living situa-
tion is very tough. Mahboub said
she receives some medication from
the cancer center in Sana’a, but she
said the center does not provide
her with all the medication she re-
quires.

“The doctor assigned me 15 ses-
sions, one every 21 days, and a sin-
gle session costs $1,400. I cannot
afford this... I am a mother of four,”
she said.

Anam said in a statement to the
state-run Al-Thawara newspaper
that Parliament is discussing the
imposition of extra taxation on
cigarettes which would go towards
assistingcancer patients.

He said imposing ten riyals
($0.05) on a single pack of ciga-
rettes will provide the government
with about $69 million per year.

Currently there are five centers
with specialized cancer treatment
facilities located in Sana’a, Aden,
Hodeida, Taiz, and Ibb.

use, the report cites increased
heart rate and blood pressure, de-
pression and fatigue.

Zach Lentsch, a qat researcher
from the University of Wyoming,
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says the impact of qat is widely
misunderstood. Although qat has
some negative health effects, it
does not pose the same level of
harm as other recreational drugs.
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Traditional Heritage House in Sana’a plundered
as Yemeni heritage comes under increasing threat

H Amal Al-Yarisi

rwa Othman, head of
the Traditional Heri-
tage House in Sana'a,
spent two years collect-
ing traditional artifacts
to fill the museum. She was devas-
tated when it was robbed earlier last
month. The padlocks were broken
and glass windows were smashed.
Important collectibles were found
scattered around the house and
precious silver items were missing,
along with rare traditional clothes.

Established in 2004, Othman
says the museum is one of a kind
and contained important pieces of
Yemen's rich heritage. Museums in
Hadramout, Seyoun, and Al-Dhale
have also been robbed in the past,
Othman said.

“On May 16, I was surprised to
find the house robbed by unknown
individuals. Some other collectibles
were tampered with. So far, we have
not identified who did it,” said Oth-
man. The problem of robberies is
particularly acute at the moment,
given that the government's hands
are full in dealing with multiple
crises and it cannot pay much at-
tention to matters of heritage. What
happened to the Traditional Heri-
tage House is a case in point.

Othman said the house is a cul-
tural entity that was formed to help
safeguard the spiritual and material
heritage of Yemen. She said she aims
to preserve it and make it accessible
to researchers.

Othman has been interested in
Yemen’s history since she was a
teenager. She used to save her al-
lowance and buy traditional collect-
ibles. “Every time my family gave
me YR50 ($0.23), I headed to the
market in Taiz where I was living. I
used to buy many old items,” Oth-

man recalled.

After she graduating from high
school, she studied philosophy at
college. When she got further along
in her major, she remembers realiz-
ing that philosophy is part of heri-
tage and society.

In 2004, Othman won YR1 mil-
lion ($4,650) in a writing competi-
tion. She used the cash to establish
the museum.

Lack of government support
“Yemen used to be one big museum
that included a variety of cultures
and traditions,” Othman said. Now,
she is concerned that Yemen’s his-
tory is not being preserved. The
problem, she said, is that “we live
in a time in which the government
does not really exist.”

She continued, “Yemen should
have the [biggest and best] muse-
ums given it’'s an ancient country
with a rich cultural history. How-
ever, what is happening is the oppo-
site. Our museums are stolen from
and neglected.”

After Othman opened the mu-
seum, she sought the Culture Min-
istry’s support. “I rented a small
house at my expense and I orga-
nized some events that exhibited
Yemeni culture, such as traditional
clothes,” she said.

In 2009, five years after she be-
gan her endeavor, the Culture Min-
istry allocated the house YR30,000
($140) per month. However, Oth-
man said the financial support ran
dry after only two years.

She closed the house after the
2011 uprising because of the wors-
ening security situation. She moved
the museum's items into two rented
rooms in a building in Sana'a for
safe storage. Nowawadys, the Tradi-
tional Heritage House, still closed,
is on Al-Wihda Street in Sana'a.

Othman said she pays YR60,000
($280) monthly for the rental.

“The ministry promised to pro-
vide me with a house for the col-
lectibles in lieu of monthly financial
support, yet the promise amounted
to nothing. Nothing tangible has
been accomplished,” she said. To
her, “the Culture Ministry seems
dead.”

Othman could not reopen the
museum because she became pre-
occupied with the National Dia-
logue Conference that began in
March of 2013. She was made head
of the Freedoms and Rights Work-
ing Group.

When the NDC wrapped up, Oth-
man started preparing to reopen
the museum. She plans for the mu-
seum to include different sections,
including traditional clothes, musi-
cal tools, decorations, and kitchen-
ware.

It’s not just rent that is of con-
cern to Othman. She cannot afford
to hire a guard, and this was most
likely the reason her museum was
robbed. “If the government gave
attention to the museum, it would
not be in such a situation,” she said.
“These museums are supposed to
have surveillance cameras at least.”

“I aspired to make this museum
functional again. I thought to make
a hall for lectures on the roof in ad-
dition to a library that includes all
manner of heritage-related books,”
said Othman.

After the museum wasrobbed, she
postponed her plans. “It is true that
my goal was halted but it will not be
stopped for good,” she said. “What
happened will not let me down. I
will roam all around Yemen to pick
up traditional collectibles and pro-
mote our country’s heritage.”

Though there is another state-run
museum in Al-Tahrir neighborhood
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Traditional Heritage House’s collection includes traditional clothes, artifacts and precious silver, as well
as many historical photographs such as the two pictured above.

of the capital, it has been closed for
the better part of the last ten years
under the pretext of ongoing re-
pairs, according to Othman. “This
museum was reopened two years
ago but it was then closed again.
Some collectibles were badly stored
and some others were stolen,” she
said.

The security vacuum and prevail-
ing atmosphere of lawlessness in
Yemen has led to a growth in the
black market for illicit antiquities.

Just last month a British national
was ordered to pay a fine after he
was caught attempting to smuggle
antiquities out of the country via
Sana'a International Airport.

Muhand Al-Syani, head of the
Antiquities General Authority, said
there are 22 museums in Yemen
but all of them were closed follow-
ing the 2011 uprising. He confirmed
that many of these museums have
been robbed, including the national
museum in the capital.

Al-Syani said investigations into
the thefts are underway, as are ne-
gotiations for contracts to provide
museums with surveillance cam-
eras in cooperation with the Social
Fund for Development.

As far as Othman is concerned,
“everything has been stolen from
this country except its history. We
should preserve it, and not to allow
anyone to take it from us,” she said.
“This museum does not belong to
me only. It belongs to all Yemenis.”

As the excitement builds in the run up to the world's greatest sporting
event in Brazil, YKB is gripped with football fever. Over the coming
weeks, we're giving you the opportunity to win a belN Sports decoder
every day, so that you can catch all the FIFA World Cup action as it
happens. You'll also be entered into a weekly draw to win an iPad.

All you have to do for a chance to win is like our Facebook page and
correctly answer the daily World Cup related question. Make sure
you're ready to cheer on your favourite team.

YKB. Inspiring the future.
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YT vision
statement

“To make
Yemen a good
world citizen.“

Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Saqqaf,
(1951 - 1999)
Founder of Yemen Times
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OUR OPINION

Still running
around in
circles

n commemorating The Yemen

Times’ founder Prof. Abdulaziz

Al-Saqqaf in our last issue, we

went through many of the articles

he penned from 1991 to 1999,
when he was killed in a car accident. We
reviewed his views and opinions through
the years and assessed their importance
today.

It is depressing how things remain
unchanged. The same problems that
Yemen and Yemenis faced in the nineties
are very much the ones we are facing
today.

It’s worse than being at a standstill.
The population has continued to grow,
the resources have continued to dwindle,
and the world has passed us by.

The tragedy is that many solutions were
presented, whether by the late Prof. Al-
Saqqaf or by others. Why do we have to
reinvent the wheel? Every time there is a
call for economic reform, someone comes
up with a promising idea—normally one
that has been been proposed hundreds of
times before. But here we go again trying
to do what we have been trying to do all
along.

I suppose it is because the rulers we
know today look like those we had 10,
15, 20 or even 25 years ago. Some have
been in power for ages and, although
they’ve aged, continue to cling to power
relentlessly. Their grip in some cases has
only grown stronger and their methods
are the same as before.

Going  through Yemen  Times’
achievements over the last 22 years
was an amazing experience. I wonder
what achievements our leaders have to
be proud of and if they reflect on their
past work. In actual fact, I need not
wonder because I know the answer—they
definitely don’t.

If our nation had a memory we would
not be repeating the same mistakes over
and over again. We are now starting
another years-long war with the Houthis.
Have we already forgotten the seven
Sa’ada wars between 2004 and 2008?
Only now it is in Amran, closer to the
capital.

We are still dealing with basic
commodity crises the same way we have
done in the past. Have we not learned
that people have a breaking point and
that we really don’t have a sustainable
national economy to keep the country
from falling apart?

I advise everyone to dig into whatever
archivements they have or go online and
read what it was like in the past. Then
compare them to the news of today and
you will realize that for us, unfortunately,
the past is the present.

Nadia Al-Sakkaf

The youth’s spirit:
Looking for the
silver lining in
Yemen’s transition

Mareike Transfeld
I muftah.org
First published May 31
ou do not have to look far
to find disappointment and
despair among the Yemeni
people. By many measures,
both the GCC initiative and the
National Dialogue Conference (NDC) were
unable to live up to expectations. The GCC
initiative, signed by former President Ali
Abdullah Saleh and other political parties
in November 2011 to initiate a power
transfer, at least implicitly promised to
address grievances held by the 24 million
people living in Yemen. The NDC, which
concludedinJanuary 2014, was established
not only to solve Yemen’s internal conflicts,
but also to establish a national consensus
that would serve as a future basis for the
state.

Instead of achieving these goals, more
than three years after the eruption of
popular protests in 2011, living conditions
for ordinary Yemenis have further
deteriorated in terms of physical and food
security, economic opportunities, and
human rights. The Yemeni government
is battling Al-Qaeda on numerous fronts,
with the conflict spreading throughout the
southern provinces, as well as Sana’a. In
the North, government forces are involved
in battles against the Houthi movement,
with frequent ceasefire agreements unable
to halt the conflict. The Hirak movement
in southern Yemen continues to demand
secession, while rejecting the outcomes
of the NDC. The country is also facing a
petrol shortage, with fuel prices rising and
endless queues at gas stations. Power cuts
have become the norm, and government
repression against popular protests is on
the rise.

But, despite all the shortcomings of the
GCC initiative and NDC, there is still a
silver lining. Last week, a group of young
creative Yemenis released their version of
Pharell Williams’ song “Happy”. The video
included a variety of young and vibrant
Yemenis dancing along to the cheery tune
in different parts of Sana’a, including the
Old City, ashopping mall, and an ice skating
rink. The last frame of the video features
a single, solitary statement: “Despite the
difficulties, our happiness will never cease.”
Not just the professionalism of the video,
but also the sheer joy of the young people
in the different scenes seemed to surprise
audiences worldwide. In a short time, the
video was viewed almost half a million
times. Within a few days, it had spread
widely throughout social media; different
media outlets and television channels
interviewed the video’s makers.

This, however, was not the only “Happy”
video coming out of Yemen. Despite all
the hardships facing the country, another
group of young Yemenis had previously
been inspired to produce a short film
clip in which they danced to the tune and
clapped along. The videos brought smiles
to its viewers and showed the world that
Yemenis are looking on the bright side of
life.

Youth in the public sphere

The 2011 protests brought forth a plethora
of groups and individuals who have
since publicly expressed their hopes
and dreams. Young photographers,
filmmakers, artists, entrepreneurs and
writers are shaping a discourse of social
change by demonstrating their talents in
the public sphere. Young political activists
and human rights advocates organize and
participate in conferences, workshops,
and campaigns to pursue their goals in an
attempt to influence politics. Corruption,
conflict, poverty, and widespread injustice
do not discourage the youth in their
everyday activism against precisely these
grievances.

Graffiti campaigns, such as the one
by Murad Subay, shed light on issues
neglected or ignored by the Yemeni
government. The Inside Out campaign,
organized by Rooj al-Wazir, aimed to
break stereotypes about Yemen being a
terrorist haven by photographing ordinary
Yemenis in a humorous and creative way.
These are just a few examples of how
young people expressed their grievances
and demands through art. Other youth
activists organize advocacy campaigns,
such as the Youth Lobby Group, which is
demanding a 20% quota for youth in the
government. Others have implemented
initiatives to help the younger generation,
such as the Future Map. Created by a
group of university students, the project
provides advice and training to high school
graduates to assist them in making career
choices. Rather than giving up in the face
of seemingly impossible challenges, civil
society actors in Yemen continue to look at
the opportunities the upheaval has created.
Power cuts, fuel shortages, and violent
conflict, while creating a nearly impossible
environment to work in, are not an end to
social engagement but rather an obstacle
that must be overcome.

Youth activists, whoThad the opportunity
to speak with during my last three-week
visitto Sana’a,acknowledged the challenges
they are facing, but expressed optimism
nevertheless. Rather than measuring the
success of the transition based on the
GCC initiative, they are focused on the
opportunities for gradual political and
social change. While the government was
blocking streets in Sana’a during clashes
between security forces and Al-Qaeda, one
member of a cultural foundation told me
that youth do not expect political change
to be easy. They know they will have to
go through hard times if real change is to
occur.

I'spoke in particular with youth delegates
to the NDC. They have experienced
intimidation, attempts at persuasion and
co-option by some political elites, but also
described their successes in negotiating
with traditional elites in the dialogue
conference. In contrast with the many
politicians who have long been part of
Yemeni politics, these young NDC delegates
developed deep expertise in their fields
and were willing to put in the extra work,
time and effort to succeed in lobbying for
their demands at the conference. With the
support of the international community
and a variety of strategies, such as forming
alliances and meeting with the media, they
were able to achieve important goals at the
NDC. These experiences have given these
youth activists hope for the future. They
have seen small opportunities open up and
continue to work for the expansion of these
possibilities for change.

Moving forward

The wider Yemeni population has not
experience any tangible change in terms
of better public services, economic
opportunities, or security. Nevertheless,
the transitional process has been able to
weaken traditional elites who ruled the
country in a very centralized manner
before 2011. For instance, the Saleh family
was removed from its position within the
security apparatus. While Saleh and his
supporters still wield influence within the
military and have support among tribes
as well as the wider population, this is an
importantsuccess. Now,itappearsthe Saleh
family’s strongest opponent, the Ahmars,
who were once the most influential tribal
family in the country, has also lost influence
within the political sphere; conflicts with
the Houthi movement have left the tribal
family weakened. Still, both the Salehs and
the Ahmars hold sway over the transitional
process and various social and political
groups in the country. Intent to hold onto
their power, both families continue to pose

Lesson 2: Professionalism:

who survived the ordeal.

interest of the nation.

FIGHTING TERRORISM:
Need To Be Prepared!

The lessons learned from last week's tragic violence should be
taken to heart. The killing of innocent people, especially foreign
visitors, is one of the ugliest things that could happerf. That is
why it 1s 1mportant to draw lessons from last week's tragedy.
That is also why we should help the authorities in fighting this
senseless violence. But, we need to prepare for the fight against
terrorism. I suggest the following three steps.

Lesson‘I: Creating a Special Force:

Most of lhp soldiers and officers who confronted the kidnappers
and terrorists last week did ot have adequate training. I think
the authorities should look into establishing a small commando
unit to be used for such occasions. We have had many repeats
iIn our confrontation with terrorists. A small, highly trained
force to meet the challenge is necessary. )

More and better training, both physical and psychological, is
needed. The training should also include education regarding
legal aspects, human rights, ways to deal with the media and the
public, etc. This force has to be well-equipped. It should be
armed with the most up to-date weapons and communication
systems. It must be highly-mobile.

International assistance can be solicited in this regard.

Our authorities have to be professional in their handling of
these situations. They have to realize that full and honest coop-
eration with other countries is an important element in building
trust and confidence in our management of such crises.

That was not the case in the botched-up operation last week.
Sometimes, our top officials are fed wrong information by the
officers and bureaucrats who work for them, especially from the
security apparatus. Our leaders (president, prime minister, etc.)
then make decisions based on half-truths. The junior officers
and bureaucrats mis-report in order to cover their shortcomings.
The top people should be able 1o see this.

Last week, Dr. Iryani, the Prime Minister, was given to believe
that the kidnappers started to shoot their hostages before the
assault. I believe this is most unlikely as the hostages are more
valuable to the kidnappers alive.

Even worse, the authorities began a cover-up to promote their
version of what happened. Local journalists and stringers for
international and regional media organizations were nudged to
report on that basis. Some reporters obliged. But that was very
short-lived, as the world was told otherwise by the hostages

Lesson 3: Moral Upper Ground:
I keep repeating that the relationship between those who govern
and those who are governed are guided by a social contract.
Those who govern are expected to serve the public. The people
in return obey the authority of the rulers.

This contract is up-held by a morally-acceptable behavior on
‘wie part ef the rulers. If the rulers do not live up to their end of
the contract, the people will not obey their authority. That is
why the rulers and their proteges must live within the rule of
law and must work to serve the general

I believe that those 3 points are impor-
tant in our fight against terrorism.

arisk to Yemen'’s stability.

In my conversations with people in
Yemen, the word “balance” often came
up. Yemeni politics involve balancing
various political and social factions. For
that reason, swift political moves risk
further destabilization. The grievances of
one group cannot be addressed without
touching the interests of another. Political
change is the result of a balancing act that
must be performed slowly and carefully.

The fate of Yemen is now in the hands
of President Hadi and the interim
government, and depend upon their
ability to implement effective reforms.
Politicians who have actively taken part in
the transitional process since it began in
November 2011 see the NDC as successfully
creating a legitimate national consensus.
They want to continue the transitional
process, regardless of the opposition it
faces. In reality, however, the NDC was
neither able to appease the northern
Houthi movement, nor include the Hirak
in conference negotiations. Nevertheless,

for those who are convinced of the
NDC’s legitimate outcomes, the initiative
represents a positive starting point for the
“new” Yemen.

The political system that emerges out
of the NDC is unlikely to be accepted by
all of Yemen’s political and social groups,
which were part of the 2011 uprising.
Conflict, based on political and social
identities, as well as tribal loyalties, will
therefore remain a part of Yemen in
the years to come. However, with the
deteriorating economic situation and an
unwillingness among international donors
to pour aid money into a system plagued by
corruption, President Hadi has no choice
but to implement effective measures to
improve the country’s economy. In an
ideal situation, these measures will lead
to improved economic opportunities and
living conditions for Yemenis throughout
the country. Only in this way can the
support of those parts of the population,
which continue to be disenfranchised by
the transitional period, be gained.
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New laws could halt flourishing of private radio stations

B Dares Al-Badani

he 2011 uprising her-

alded massive change

in Yemen's media

landscape. Before the

uprising there were
no private radio stations at all in
Yemen—only government run sta-
tions. Since the uprising, however,
new radio stations have flourished,
capitalizing on unprecedented free-
dom and a lack of regulation.

At the moment there are eight
private radio stations in Yemen and
others are in the process of starting
up, according to Abdulla Al-Jawzi,
the director of Yemen FM Radio.

However, according to Ahmed
Nasser Al-Hamati, the deputy min-
ister of information, these private
radio stations work outside of gov-
ernment monitoring.

There is a distinction to be made
between the freedom that comes
with liberal democracy and that
which arises when a lack of regula-
tion creates a legal gray zone. Pri-
vate radio stations in Yemen air
shows on a range of topics including
politics, and this has prompted the
Information Ministry to pay more
attention to regulation.

“The Information Ministry about
a month ago presented to Parlia-
ment a list of regulations to orga-
nize the performance of private
radio stations considering they
currently operate without licenses.
They [private radio stations] import
the transmission equipment from

abroad without a permit,” said Al-
Hatami.

As far as journalist Shada Hatam
is concerned, “there should be regu-
lations to organize the performance
of these [private radio stations] and
protect the rights of those working
for them.” However, she said, “if
the law intends to limit our freedom
and impose exorbitant fees for ra-
dio frequencies or the importing of
transmission equipment, we do not
want it.”

The Information Ministry pro-
posed the formation of a commit-
tee made up of the ministry and the
Public Corporation for Radio and
Television to monitor the operation
of private radio stations and dis-
tribute radio frequencies. Together
they would also determine the legal
procedures for establishing a pri-
vate radio station.

According to Al-Hatami this
would be an “immediate temporary
procedure until the Audio and Vi-
sual Media Law is finalized.”

The Audio and Visual Media
Bill was presented to Parliament
in 2009 by the Media and Culture
Committee. However, according to
the head of that committee in Par-
liament, Abdu Al-Hudaifi, discus-
sion of the bill has been postponed
numerous times, and its status is
currently up in the air.

“We put the bill forward in order
to regulate the work of audio and
visual media in Yemen. But the in-
formation minister said he would
have comments on the bill before it

There are currently eight private radio stations in Yemen operating outside of any regulation.

is passed. We have been waiting for
his comments,” he said.

According to Al-Hudaifi, the bill
contains 56 articles which include
stipulations on the formation of a
specialized authority to oversee the
media. The bill would also regulate
the distribution of frequencies.

There have been growing de-
mands from various sectors for Ye-

meni media laws to be finalized.
Marwan Damaj, general secretary
of the Yemen Journalists Syndicate,
said the bill presented to Parlia-
ment is “urgently needed” but with
certain amendments. “One thing I
disagree with is establishing a com-
mittee to organize media opera-
tions. No particular committee can
define the media discourse of the

Photo by Ezzaddin Al-Zain

country,” he said.

Damaj acknowledged that the
absence of any regulations is a real
problem; particularly important in
his view is the need for private ra-
dio stations to be given official li-
censes.

Al-Jawzi told the Yemen Times,
“we faced many challenges when
we embarked on establishing this

radio station. We found difficulty in
importing the transmission equip-
ment and we paid double because
of customs-related restrictions at
the airport.”

He said if favorable laws existed,
radio stations would not face such
obstacles and would not be pay-
ing costs that he says are unfair.
“What we heard of the Audio and
Visual Media Bill is disappointing
and creates many obstacles, such
as requiring high license fees that
could reach millions of riyals,” said
Al-Jawzi.

One possible measure proposed
by the Information Ministry is to
have radio stations make a deposit
of YR12 million ($55,900) with the
Central Bank of Yemen. Fines that
stations might incur could then be
deducted directly from the depos-
ited money. “One thing that will
break our backs is the [deposit] of
YR12 million ($55,900),” Al-Jawzi
said.

He added that the cost for a radio
frequency is likely to reach YR2.6
million ($12,000), which he says
is too high. He said it is important
that the owners of private radio sta-
tions obtain official licenses and
that decision-makers listen to their
opinions.

“The information minister and
Parliament did not consult with the
owners of the private community
radio stations. These institutions
have become weighty and their
opinions should be taken into ac-
count,” said Al-Jawzi.

Landowners still await adequate compensation
for expropriated land

Story and photos by
Ali Abulohoom

ver 88,000 square
meters of land be-
longing to Faraj
Saleh and his family,
who live in Sanahan
district southeast of Sana’a, have
been expropriated by the govern-
ment. The land is located on the
outskirts of Sana’a where the cost
of 44 square meters is worth be-
tween YR800,000 and 1,000,000
($4,000-5,000). The expropriated
land is intended to be developed for
public use and could include public
parks, schools, roads, and mosques.

The Expropriation for Public In-
terest Law issued in 1995 states
that landowners should receive fair
compensation for land taken by the
state. This is to be determined by
a committee formed by an appeal
court in the governorate in which
the land is located. However, it has
been seven years since Faraj’s land
was expropriated and he has yet to
receive any compensation, despite
the law stipulating that owners
should be reimbursed within two
months of losing their land.

The State, Land and Real Estate
Authority is a governmental body
authorized to expropriate land not
only from individuals but from
public and private institutions as
well, with a fair compensation be-
ing paid to owners. Article 20 of the
Expropriation for Public Interest
Law states the cost of expropriated
properties and buildings should be
evaluated by a committee. The valu-
ation must be consistent with the
price of similar properties in the
area at the time.

The State, Land and Real Es-
tate Authority is the governmental
body that expropriated Faraj’s land.
However, according to Faraj, no
committee has been formed to de-
termine his compensation.

“We did not see anyone come to
determine how much our land was
worth, but we saw engineers map
and outline the expropriated land.
We thought the engineers came to
evaluate our land but afterwards we

realized that they came to exclude
the land possessed by influential
people.”

Faraj and his family have not yet
resorted to the courts as they are
unable to afford the legal expenses.
They still have hope that the gov-
ernment will compensate them one
day.

“We are optimistic that our rights
will be kept until we are able to pur-
sue them by affording legal expens-
es,” said Faraj.

Expropriated land for public
services

The law allows any governmental
body or sector to use peoples’ land
to set up public services or facilities
if there are no other alternatives.
However, this is only on condition
thata committee is formed to reach
an agreement with owners.

Sometimes land is expropriated
under government oversight but
does not see any development.

Mohammed Hanash owns 30,000
square meters of land in Raimat
Humaid, a district to the south of
Sana’a that has limited public ser-
vices. Hanash had his land seized
by the State, Land and Real Estate
Authority for public buildings and
structures.

“Three years have elapsed since
my land was taken away and I have
yet to receive compensation,” Ha-
nash said.

Furthermore, only very recently
has the land been turned into public
space.

Compensation

Ameen Al-Rabyee, a lawyer special-
izing in land and possession law,
said that the real challenge facing
people in Yemen is their lack of
awareness. “The majority of people
think that when the government
decides to use their land, it is [ef-
fectively] confiscated. How dare we
sue the government, a client once
told me.”

Al-Rabyee said that whoever pur-
sues his rights will get them.” In
Dhamar governorate, the govern-
ment compensated a man whose
land was taken for a traffic round-
about. When he showed up in the
court, he received YR50,000,000
($250,000).”

Al-Rabyee confirmed that com-
pensation should be paid in ac-
cordance with current costs even if
lands were taken many years ago.

Yahia Marwan, a local from Saref
district, north of Sana’a, said that he
too received compensation after the
government had taken his land and
turned it into a public cemetery.

“Although my land was expropri-
ated fifteen years ago, I received the
compensation of YR10,000,000
($50,000) five years ago after
spending many years searching for
my rights.”

Expropriated land in Al-Huthaili district, northeast of Sana’a.

Faraj Saleh pointing at his land expropriated by the government in Al-Huthaili district, northeast of
Sana'a.

Al-Rabyee said that the govern-
ment reacts slowly where people’s
rights and legal procedures are
concered. He says that procedures
“which are supposed to be done
in several days often take several
months...that is why people mis-
trust the judiciary and prefer to
shrug the case off instead of wasting
time and money.”

Many others are still waiting for
compensation. Khalid Shujain, a lo-
cal from Bait Baus district, north of
Sana’a, said that his 100,000 square
meters of land was expropriated by
the government three years ago and
he is yet to receive payment.

“A committee came from the real
estate authority reinforced with se-
curity take my land for public ser-
vices, or so they claimed. Now three
years later there is no compensation
and the lands have not been used”
said Shujain.

Al-Jaki, Al-Haet and Al-Hotwar
are three villages in the Sanahan dis-
trict where locals have complained
about their land being taken by the
government without fair compensa-

tion. Yahia Al-Sanhani, the district
head of Sanahan, confirmed that
the cost of 44 square meters of land
in the region is worth YR1,000,000
($5,000).

Mansoor Faraj, a local from
Al-Hotwar village said, about
4,000,000 square meters had been
taken by the government, who
promised to compensate the own-
ers a few months later.

The justification for the expropri-
ation, according to Faraj, was to use
the land for public infrastructure.
To date there has been no compen-
sation and no public services have
been developed on the expropriated
land.

Mohammed Jubran, a local from
Al-Raha district in the northeast of
Sana’a, said the government took
his land of approximately 50,000
square meters seven years ago and
would not have received fair com-
pensation had he not taken the case
to court.

“I went to the court several times
and made the judge form a commit-
tee to evaluate my land. Two years

ago I received fair compensation,”
said Jubran.

Committees

Al-Rabyee said that the State, Land
and Real Estate Authority should
immediately get courts to form com-
mittees to reach a land settlements.

For his part, Abudullah Naji
Thabet, the lands mapping man-
ager at the State, Land and Real Es-
tate Authority, said that “in 2011 the
authority formed a main committee
that was divided into several sub-
committees. This included employ-
ees from the authority and judges
who were to visit the expropriated
areas and settle pending issues.”
However, the committees were sus-
pended in 2012 amid growing po-
litical and economic crises.

“We will wait for the political and
security unrest to settle, before we
resume with what the committee
was set up to do,” said Thabet.

Until then, Faraj and his family
will keep a close eye on their lands.

“We will fight until we gain our
rights.”
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Popular football stadiums sink into
oblivion after 2011 uprising

YFA teams Yarmouk (in white) and Waheda Sana’a (in red) play a match at Al-Thawra stadium in November. Other stadiums in Sana’a have not held any official matches
for years and are in poor condition.

H Ali Abulohoom

I-Thurafi, a 5,000-

seat football stadium

in the heart of Sana'a,

was known for at-

tracting young fans
from far and wide to its matches
organized by the Yemeni Football
Association (YFA). However, after
the 2011 uprisings, the stadium has
ceased holding games, taking away
a major recreational activity for the
youth.

Since its establishment in 1970,
the stadium held regular matches.
Once covered in green turf, the
land is now dry and neglected.

In February 2011, pro-regime
protesters occupied the stadium
in a show of support for former
President Ali Abdullah Saleh. Since
then, not a single match has been
played at Al-Thurafi.

The stadium is abandoned—the
seats are damaged, the fences are
broken and the changing rooms
are in appaling condition.

Mohammed Al-Khawlani, 24,
a local resident of Al-Tahrir, ex-
pressed his disappointment with
the state of the stadium. He says
that the stadium is used by local
“thugs” who gather and chew qat.

When Al-Thurafi was in use, it
was Al-Khawlani's favorite place
to spend his free time. He quit
chewing qat in the afternoons and
instead would look forward to at-
tending football matches.

Al-Khawlani says he has now
lost a favorite past-time as football
matches are no longer played at the
stadium.

The stadium is conveniently lo-
cated in a residential area in the Al-
Tahrir district, making it easily ac-
cessible for fans. As the area is also
surrounded by hotels, markets and
shops, it is also an ideal location for
players, who can enjoy an evening
at a restaurant after their game.

Ayman Saeed, 46, an Al-Telal
player from Aden governorate, said
that the Al-Thurafi stadium was the
best stadium he has played in.

“I was impressed every time I
visited Al-Thurafi. Swarms of fans

jostled to see the field, not leaving
a single seat in the stadium spare,”
said Saeed.

Majed Tayashi, a sports journal-
ist for Al-Ryathi newspaper, said a
number of proposals to transform
Al-Thurafi have been put forward
by the government and private
companies. The government has
attempted to transform the sta-
dium into a public car park and
private companies have proposed
projects to set up numerous busi-
nesses in the area.

However, all plans were reject-
ed due to pressure from various
sport groups. There was particular
pressure from the Al-Wahda team
and its famous former player and
namesake of the stadium, Yahya
Al-Thuraf.

AbuBakr Al-Sukari, a current
player for Al-Wahda, helped orga-
nize demonstrations calling for the
stadium to be renovated.

He said, “our outcry is because
the government conceded and re-
fused all proposals to invest in the
stadium. We are still waiting to re-
construct it again.”

Abduallah Obiad, the director of
the Ministry of Youth and Sport,

“In February
2011, pro-regime
protesters occu-
pied the stadium
in a show of sup-
port for former
president Ali
Abdullah Saleh.
Since then, not a
single match has
been played at Al-
Thurafi.”

says that Al-Thurafi was neglected
due to political unrest and security
concerns and a lack of funding.

He promised that the ministry
would allocate a budget for reno-
vating the stadium.

The deputy minister of youth and
sport, Abduallah Bahyan, said the
planned renovation of Al-Thurafi is
part of a wider initiative to rebuild
abandoned stadiums in Sana'a and
other governorates. He said, “our
plan is to rebuild Al-Thurafi in
Sana'a, Al-Hubaishi in Aden, Al-
Olfi in Al-Hodeida, and Al-Kebsi in
Ibb. These fields have deteriorated
due to many factors, the worst of
which are political and economic
instability.”

Bahyan recalled his days as a ref-
eree at the Al-Hubaishi stadium in
Aden. He remembers Al-Hubaishi
attracting fans not only from Aden
but from other southern governor-
ates. “I used to enjoy blowing my
whistle and leading matches that
were attended by thousands.”

Naji Al-Ward, 44, a football fan
from Ibb governorate, describes
the state of Al-Kebsi stadium. “It
was once a stadium that drew in
thousands of fans. Al-Kebsi is now
totally deserted.”

Al-Ward says the reason Al-Keb-
si is no longer in use is because the
Ministry of Youth and Sport built
the larger May 22 stadium. How-
ever, the new stadium is located
far away from the city, making it
difficult for fans from Ibb to attend
matches.

Bahyan echoes Al-Ward's dis-
content. He explains that the gov-
ernment ordered the building of
several stadiums across the coun-
try in the lead up to the 20th Gulf
Tournament hosted by Yemen in
2010. Construction of new stadi-
ums has meant that pre-existing
stadiums once popular in the com-
munities are now ignored.

Bahyan stresses that the older
stadiums are important to Yemeni
people. They have a long history in
the community and people have
clung onto them for years. He says
the old stadiums need to see fans
flooding into them again.
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Rothmans Supports
Yemen's 1995/96
Football League
Matches

Anwar Al-Sayyadi

he Rothmans Yemen

National League match-

es were kicked off on

July 20th at Al-Moraisi

Stadium in Sana'a. The
first match pitched Al-Ahli Sana'a
against Al-Ahli Hodeida. The Sana'a
team won.

The Rothmans Yemen National
League brings together soccer clubs
from Sana'a, Hodedia, Taiz, Aden,
Abyan and Hadhramaut. The games
will be played for the remainder of
this year and the duration of 1996.
The League was formed on the basis
of funding made available by Roth-
mans of Pall Mall International
Litd.

On April 7th, an agreement was
signed between the Ministry of
Youth and Sports, represented by
Mr. Hussain Al-Awadhi, Secretary-
General of the Olympic Committee,
and Rothmans represented by Mr.
Steven James, Managing Direc-
tor, through KAM, an international
sports marketing company. Accord-
ing to the agreement, Rothmans will
make available $95,000 to finance
the matches.

On July 24th Dr. Abdul-Wa-
hab Rawah, Minister of Youth
and Sports, received Mr. Nicolas
Maistre, Rothmans Market Man-
ager RPMO Yemen, to express his
gratitude and appreciation for the
contribution. “We are aware that
Rothmans has been associated
with sponsorship of many sporting
events worldwide. The most famous
one is, of course, Formula One Mo-
tor Racing,” the Minister explained.
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Shortages, clan
rivalries weaken
Somalia’s new army

IRIN
First published May 28

cting governor of Baid-

oa and Sector 3 com-

mander of the Somali

National Army (SNA)

Brigadier General
Ibrahim Yaro breaks into a broad
grin, bordering on a chuckle, when
asked whether his forces have any
of their own helicopters.

“You see that vehicle,” he said,
pointing to a pick-up truck with
a 14.5mm heavy machine-gun
mounted on the back, “that is the
heaviest weapon we have in the
sector [covering the Bay, Gedo and
Bakool regions]. It’s borrowed from
one of the clans. It’s on loan for free,
although we [SNA] have to fix any
mechanical problems. But they [the
clan] can take it back any time they
want to,” he told IRIN.

The national army’s dilapidated
Baidoa barracks has a single coil
of razor wire for a roadblock at its
entrance—in stark contrast to the
adjacent heavily fortified African
Union Mission in Somalia (AMI-
SOM) base, which houses Ethio-
pian, Burundian and other soldiers
from African states, as well as a
small contingent of U.S. special
forces.

Any SNA personnel entering the
AMISOM complex have to hand
over their weapons—if they have
any—to AMISOM guards.

Dress code for SNA troops is all
but non-existent, with some per-
sonnel wearing civilian clothes and
others a variety of military uni-
forms. Three SNA officers sitting
a few meters away are dressed in
camouflage gear. One has a Chinese
uniform, the second a Turkish and
the third a U.S. uniform.

“It’s true we [SNA] don’t have
uniforms and we don’t have enough
ammunition,” said Yaro. “An AK-
47 has 30 bullets in a magazine for
each soldier. If someone has eight
magazines is it possible to fight with
him?

“Al-Shabab has more ammuni-
tion than us. AMISOM is not ready
to give us more. If the SNA had more
ammunition we could do more ac-
tivities in the area,” said Yaro, a
one-time soldier with ex-President
Mohammed Siad Barre’s army.

SNA is being groomed to become
the mainstay of the country’s secu-
rity apparatus but remains a junior
partner to AMISOM. The 2012 Na-
tional Security and Stabilization
Plan (NSSP) provided a blueprint
for the rebuilding of Somalia’s secu-
rity forces. It envisaged 28,000 pro-
fessional soldiers and 12,000 police
at a cost of about $160 million over
three years, including a reformed
judiciary. The 2013 Somalia Con-
ference in London also ranked se-
curity as the priority for resurrect-
ing a two-decade-old failed state;
European donor nations pledged
more than $100 million for the se-
curity sector.

The U.S. State Department said
in a March 2014 statement that the
U.S. had provided more than $512
million in financial support to AMI-
SOM since 2007, and a further $171
million for the development of an
“effective and professional Somali
National Army.”

UNSOA support
In January 2014 the UN Support
Office for AMISOM (UNSOA) be-
gan providing “non-lethal support
to SNA units in front line operations
with AMISOM,” Markus Weiss,
UNSOA’s coordination and plan-
ning officer, told IRIN by email.
After the fall of Barre in 1991 and
the disintegration of one of Africa’s
largest militaries of the time, Soma-
lia experienced a military vacuum
which ushered in the era of the
warlords. Its military was first re-

formed in 2000 by the Transitional
National Government (TNG) and
then again by the Transitional Fed-
eral Government (TFG) in 2004.

“The [UN 2013] resolution limits
UNSOA's support package to the
provision of six items or services
(food and water, fuel, transport,
tents and medical support). The
support is subject to conditions,
like registration and vetting of SNA
troops, compliance with UN policy
on human rights, mandatory train-
ing on others,” Weiss said.

“So far, UNSOA has supported
3,600 SNA [personnel] in Sector 3
and 1,000 SNA in Sector 4 for train-
ing purposes only. Once the train-
ing is completed, we
expect these troops to

please, he added.

AMISOM forces and the SNA
have rolled back huge swathes of
Al-Shabab-controlled areas, espe-
cially since the UN February 2012
endorsement of the new Concept of
Operations (CONOPS), which saw
AMISOM’s troop numbers increase
from 12,000 to 17,731 uniformed
personnel.

Some analysts term AMISOM'’s
capturing of territory as “mowing
the lawn,” which suppresses the
immediate threat, but fails to ad-
dress the underlying causes of the
conflict.

Continued on the back page
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Uniforms for the Somali National Army are scarce. This soldier wears civilian clothes at the military base
in Baidoa

engage in joint opera-
tions with AMISOM. In
Sectors 1 and 5 we are
about to start the train-
ing while we wait for
confirmation from SNA
on support to Sector 2.
In total, a maximum of
10,900 SNA troops will
be supported in the first
12 months.

“It is still in the early
stages of UNSOA's sup-
port to SNA, but we
expect this project to
gather pace in the sec-
ond half of 2014,” he

said.
Clan loyalty
Yaro dismisses any

suggestion that clan
loyalties among SNA
personnel, or poor pay
($100 a month plus
$30 for food—stipends
provided by the U.S.
and Italy), impede the
operational readiness
of his soldiers, but it
is a view not shared by
their military partners
AMISOM.

“Clan loyalty is a big
problem. SNA [opera-
tions] are restricted by
clan influence. The po-
lice is especially clan-
based, although the
army is a little better.
The SNA leadership is
also very weak,” Colo-
nel Gebrehaweria Fitwi,
the Ethiopian force civ-
il-military coordinator
in Sector 3, told IRIN.

There are eight SNA
battalions in Sector 3:
four based in Baidoa,
and two each in Bakool
and Gedo. A battalion
is considered the small-
est military formation
capable of independent
operations—provided
they have the necessary
equipment—and  can
vary in size from 300 to
1,200 soldiers.

“There might be eight
battalions [of SNA in
Sector 3] but the most
in one battalion is prob-
ably 250 and the least
is about 150,” said Fit-
wi, implying that SNA
battalions are under-
strength.

“There is the prob-
lem of SNA doing pri-
vate security work [be-
cause of low pay] and
they are asking us all
the time for ammuni-
tion. The soldiers come
from clans and almost
all the army is newly
recruited. There are no
tactical skills, and there
is no command and
control,” with SNA sol-
diers coming and going
from their bases as they
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Shortages, clan rivalries weaken Somalia’s new army

Changing tactics

Mohamed Mubarak, a Mogadishu-
based security analyst and founder
of the anti-corruption NGO Mar-
qaati, told IRIN success against Al-
Shabab for AMISOM was a double-
edged sword, as “once Al-Shabab
has been sufficiently neutralized,
AMISOM risks becoming viewed as
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an occupying force. However, AMI-
SOM would not want to leave until
they have confidence in the capac-
ity of the SNA.”

Fitwi said the nature of the con-
flict was also changing, as Al-Sha-
bab no longer always confronts
AMISOM and has adapted more
to “guerrilla-type warfare” with the

use of improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) and landmines.

“In the future [AMISOM] tactics
need to change. It’s time to shift to
the use of special forces, but AMI-
SOM has no special forces, but we
can use small units to lay ambushes
against Al-Shabab,” he said.

Tesfaye Gurmay, a colonel in the
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Ethiopian army and AMISOM Sec-
tor 3 operational head, told IRIN
the security situation in the sector
was “not alarming” and the main
security problem was “the deeply
rooted conflict within the clan sys-
tem, and not Al-Shabab”.

Mubarak in a February 2014 Afri-
can Arguments briefing said, “since
the TNG days, the transitional gov-
ernments of Somalia have given
military honors to clan and warlord
militia commanders simply to ap-
pease said groups.

“This has resulted in an army of
semi-literate officers at every level:
from the veteran warlord Indha
Adde promoted to general from
nothing by Sheikh Sharif [Ahmed,
the former Somali president be-
tween 2009 and 2012] in 2010, to
former ICU [Islamic Courts Union]
foot soldiers promoted to captains
and majors from 2009.”

Mubarak told IRIN, “because
of clan politics and the realities of
Somalia during the civil war, some
clans have more representation in
the armed forces and use the SNA
cover to achieve their objectives.”

“In today’s Somali army, clan
loyalties trump national identity;
without this being rectified by re-
habilitating and decommissioning
clan militias, continuing to arm the
Somali army is akin to fueling clan
wars,” Mubarak said in the briefing
note.

Arms proliferation

The Somalia and Eritrea Moni-
toring Group in a February 2014
briefing—following the partial lift-
ing of the country’s more than 20-
year-old arms embargo in March
2013, which was eased so that So-
malia could re-equip its security
forces—pointed to the “high level
and systematic abuses in weapons
and ammunition management and
distribution.”

The briefing said: “The Monitor-
ing Group has identified at least
two separate clan-based centers of
gravity for weapons procurement
within the FGS [Federal Govern-
ment of Somalia] structures. These
two interest groups appear to be
prosecuting narrow clan agendas,
at times working against the de-
velopment of peace and security in
Somalia through the distribution of
weapons to parallel security forces
and clan militias that are not part of
the Somali security forces.

“In addition, the Monitoring
Group has obtained separate pho-
tographic evidence of a new AK-
pattern assault rifle in one illicit
market which matches the exact
type supplied by Ethiopia to the
SNA. The serial number on that rifle
is in sequence with serial numbers

A Caterpiliar Company
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inspected on Ethiopian-supplied
rifles in Halane [Mogadishu’s main
military camp],” the briefing said.
Information obtained by the
monitoring group found poor con-
trols on weapons and ammunition
and their “sources in the markets
indicate[d] that weapons are be-
ing moved to Galkacyo, a major
trafficking hub in central Somalia,
as well as being sold to Al-Shabab
in Jubaland [part of southern So-
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malia where Kenyan forces are de-
ployed].

“Sources in the markets also
claim that prior to November 2013,
most weapons sold were black mar-
ket weapons, whereas dealers now
say the greatest supply of weapons
is from SNA stocks.”

Republished with permission from
IRIN
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